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Gives God the credit

By Connie Davis
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Parsons policeman/pastor recovers from shooting

Baptist and Reflector

PARSONS — It was about 8
p.m. on Nov. 26 when police-
man Roy Wyatt pulled over a
driver near downtown Parsons.

Wyatt, also pastor, Darden
Baptist Church, Darden, was
Just beginning his 12-hour
shift. He expected an unevent-
ful night as it usually was for
. the patrol officers of this laid-
back community. Parsons, lo-
cated just west of the Ten-
nessee River and south of I-40,
used to be situated on one of
the main highways cutting
east and west through Ten-
nessee. But all that busyness
has changed.

Officer Wyatt pulled the dri-
ver over because his car was
missing taillights. As he ap-
proached the car, the driver, a
young man in his 30s, got out.
Wyatt, who has 20 years of law
enforcement experience, recog-
nized the man as the one who

had reportedly been in an ille-
gal incident earlier that day.
Wyatt told him to lean against
the car and asked the man if
he had a weapon as he began
frisking him.

“Then I saw the gun and the

fireworks started,” said Wyatt
in his understated way.

Wyatt’s partner shot the
driver, but not before the man
shot Wyatt in the face, in the
abdomen, and in the leg with a
38 caliber pistol. The driver
died at the scene.

Long drive

“It’s been a long drive, but
God is still in control,” said
Wyatt. “He was in control in
the beginning and he still is.
He gets all the praise and glo-
ry,” he said of his experience.

Wyatt, 55, gives God the
credit for his recovery because
many times medical workers
didn’t think he would recover.

He nearly died three times
the day of the shooting. He has
endured three major surgeries,
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ROY WYATT, left, visits with Doyle Neal, a friend and director of
missions, Beech River Baptist Association.

in addition to two surgeries on
his face, and two surgeries on
his abdomen. Wyatt developed
a respiratory infection, staph
infection, and pneumonia
which nearly killed him. He
spent three and a half months
in intensive care and a total of
four months hospitalized at
Madison County General Hos-
pital, Jackson.
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ARM launched in Knoxville

Appalachian Regional Ministry (ARM) was launched Nov. 6 during a meeting at Knox County Baptist
Association’s new office facility. ARM is an intentional mission response to the spiritual and physical
needs of people in the Appalachian region. Participating in the launch were members of the Ten-
nessee ARM Task Force. From left, are, seated, Carrol Kelly, Bill George, Kim Huff, and Beverly
Smothers, TBC staff, Brentwood; standing, Walter Taylor, director of missions, Knox County Associa-
tion: James Porch, TBC executive director; Becky Brumjtt, Watauga Baptist Association; Candy
Phillips, Tennessee WMU director; Elizabeth Farmer and Larry Kirk, TBC staff; Jean-Ann Washam,
Samaritan House, Jefferson City; John Parrott, director of missions, Holston Valley Baptist Associa-
tion: Jim Snyder, director of missions, Ghilhowee Baptist Association; and Ray Luck, director of mis-
sions, McMinn-Meigs Baptist Association. See story on page 3.

Emma Waters Summay Likrad,

UNION UNIVERSIT
Jackson, TN 38305

Yet last month, he went
back to work both as a pastor
and policeman on patrol.

Other miracles

The main miracle of the
shooting, according to Wyatt,
was the change in his partner
and fellow officer, Darrell
Drehman. After saving Wyatt’s
life, Drehman started attend-
— See Parsons, page 8

C-N installs
new president

For Baptist and Reflector

JEFFERSON CITY —
James S. Netherton was inau-
gurated Nov. 10 as the 21st
president of Carson-Newman
College.

The inaugu-
ration service
on Friday
capped a week
of activities
which focused
on the school’s
mission, New
leadership,
and its con-
stituents.

Netherton, former provost
of Samford University, Birm-
ingham, Ala., was elected to
the position last December
and assumed the C-N presi-
dency in February, succeeding
Cordell Maddox who retired.

The Mississippi native is a
former mathematics professor
who went into college adminis-
tration in 1982 when he joined
— See C-N, page 3
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Tennessee WMU
board honors Kelly

For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The Execu-
tive Board of Tennessee
Woman’s missionary Union met
Nov. 4 and took several signifi-
cant actions.

The board honored WMU Ex-
ecutive Director Carrol Kelly for
15 years of service. They pre-
sented her with _
a crystal globe |
and a card
shower in antic-
ipation of her
anniversary on
Dec. 9. They
also approved a
recommenda-
tion for a time
of staff enrich-
ment. She plans to travel to Bur-
ma and other countries in late
December to retrace the steps of

KELLY

- Adoniram and Ann Judson.

In other matters, the board
approved the drafts of revised
charter, bylaws, and policies of
Tennessee WMU. They will
be presented for final adoption
at their annual meeting March
17, 2001 in Gatlinburg.

Board members also gave ap-
proval: to initiate an endow-
ment fund for Tennessee WMU
through the WMU Foundation
at the March 2001 annual meet-
ing; to expand church leader
training to six sites in Tennessee
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next August; and to organize a
st.ate Acteen Actwatnr team to-

go to Las Vegas Nev.; in the
summer of 2001 m

Oregon vofers refuse
fo ban promotion
of homosexuality in
public schools

Baptist Press

McMINNVILLE, Ore. — By a
slim majority Nov. 7, Oregon
voters refused to prohibit the
promotion of homosexuality in
the state’s public schools.

With 85 percent of the tally at
press time, voters by a 51 to 49
percent margin agreed with ho-
mosexual rights activists who
campaigned vigorously for chil-
dren to be taught that homosex-
uality is “normal, healthy, and
natural.”

By about 45,000 votes, Orego-
nians rejected a proposal to pro-
hibit public schools from “provid-
ing instruction on behaviors
relating to homosexuality or bi-
sexuality in a manner that en-
courages, promotes, or sanctions
such behaviors,” as stated in the
state’s official voter’s guide. W

Pro-life advocates

see mixed resulfs
Baptist Press '

NASHVILLE — Results for
pro-life advocates were split in
ballot initiatives considered by
Maine and Colorado voters.
While Maine voters narrowly re-
jected an assisted suicide mea-
sure, Colorado voters refused an
effort to require a 24-hour wait-

{: |

ing period for women seeking an
“abortion.

In Maine, voters defeated a
ballot initiative that asked if “a
terminally ill adult, who is of
sound mind, [should] be allowed
to ask for and receive a doctor’s
help to die.” The measure was
defeated by a margin of 51 to 49
percent, with 321,901 votes
against assisted suicide, with
303,201 for.

C. Ben Mitchell, consultant
for biomedical and life issues
with the Southern Baptist
Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission, said, “It appears that
Maine voters pushed back the
assisted suicide juggernaut for

the time being. This is a hopeful

sign. If both Oregon and Maine
had legalized the practice, they
would have set up bookends on
either side of the nation and the
culture of death would have
made its push toward the heart-
land.”

Colorado voters rejected a
ballot initiative that would have
required a 24-hour waiting peri-
od before a woman could have
an abortion, as well as requiring
that certain information regard-
ing abortion procedures and al-
ternatives be provided to her.
Nineteen states currently re-
quire some type of waiting peri-
od for women seeking an abor-
tion.

The measure lost by a margin
of 60.3 to 39.7 percent, with
959,803 against and 630,771 for
the waiting period. Just two
months ago, Amendment 25 ap-
peared to be favored by as much
as 61 percent of Coloradoans
and had the support of the gov-
ernor, Catholic churches, and
the Colorado Springs-based Fo-
cus on the Family ministry.

Richard Land, president of
the ERLC, said of the vote, “Giv-
en the gravity of the choice to

opponents weather mixed results in seven stat

‘unions Nov. 7. Meanwhl

abort a child, it is e&gﬁ |

snnable that women facip

same-sex unions
prevail in two st}

Baptist Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Vot
Nebraska and Nevada t
stand for trad:ﬁnnal fa,mﬂ
ues and nverwhelmmgly‘ P
legislation banning sam [

Maine, voters appear to ha
feated a referendum baj
discrimination on the ba
sexual orientation.

Nebraskans voted by a 1
2 to 1 ratio in favor of th &
fense of Marriage Amend
also called Initiative 416
measure says same-sex
riages, civil unions, and d
tic partnerships are not va
Nebraska.

Supporters cheered the
saying the amendment wil
tect Nebraska from being |
to accept gay marriage or
riage-like unions that an i
state might approve.

Earlier this year, Ver
became the first state to 1 [l
sanction same-sex unions.

In Nevada, voters apprc%
similar measure. Oppone!|
the Coalition for the Prot|
Marriage conceded defeat |
the polls opened Tuesd_a,}‘:;!
cial numbers were not ava
at press time. B

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Maine, West Virginia,
and Arkansas dealt organized gambling

‘stinging defeats in their states Nov. 7,

while state lottery and pari-mutuel betting
proponents prevailed in South Carolina,
South Dakota, Colorado, and Massachu-
setts.

Maine voters, by a margin of 60-40 per-
cent, rejected a measure that would have al-
lowed 1,500 video gambling machines at the

Scarborough Downs racetrack, where pari-

mutuel betting on horses is already allowed.

Opponents feared passage would open the
.door for video gambling machines to spread

statewide.

Meanwhile, a local ballot initiative in

Greenbrier County in West Virginia to allow
casino-type gambling at the historic Green-
brier Resort was defeated by a 2-1 margin.
Gambling interests, who poured $1.1 mil-
lion into their effort, were hoping to trans-
form an old fallout shelter in the Greenbrier
Hotel into a casino.

Opponents defeated the measure with
the help of anti-gambling materials sup-
plied by the Southern Baptist Ethics & Re-
ligious Liberty Commission and after
spending only $20,814. The Greenbrier vote
was seen as a test case that could have
opened the entire state to casino-type gam-
bling.

People are becoming more aware of the

problems caused by gambling and do not

want any more open range gambling in
their states,” said Barrett Duke, vice presi-
dent for research and a specialist on gam-
bling for the ERLC.

But not all the news for anti-gambling
supporters was good Tuesday. -

South Dakotans, by a 54-46 percent mar-
gin, voted against abolishing video lottery
and by 52-48 split raised the betting limits

at casinos in the tourist town of Deadwood

and at nine Indian reservation casinos. They
did so after the governor threatened them

with the highest tax increase in state histo-
TY.

the state.
~In Lolorado voters by a 51- 49 percent
margin approved joining multi-state lottery

- games such as Powerball, joining at least 20

other states in the process.

“The Colorado vote is both encouraging
and disappointing,” said Ron Reno, senior
policy analyst with Focus on the Family. “It
is encouraging in the sense that the pre-
election polls seemed to indicate this would
be a slam dunk for the gambling industry.
Obviously it was a very, very close call, but
nonetheless a loss. We're looking at more
lives and families that are going to be de-
stroyed at the altar of Lady Luck.”

- where casino gamblmg was rejected BY |
- 37 margin Tuesday. | 33

- William Janklow of South D ke
- 55-45 margin lifted the ban o

The votes culminated a seven-year strug-
gle between pro- and anti- gamblmg fnrces in -

‘the government once crimir

-Gambling is an illegal pmdu L

- The support of state governors pla
role in the lottery issue in at least
states.

“In states where governors opposed
bling we won and in states wherethei
nors did not oppose it we lost,” said
Grey, director of the National Coa
Against Legalized Gambling (NCALC/
lauded the efforts of Govs. Angusﬁgi?
Maine and Mike Huckabee of Arka

Grey was particularly cnt cal

tery. Both governors suppor '___ i ,

a means of funding educat.mn A

ernment programs. "o 2N
“We now have a prnduct

now using to fund governme t
Grey said. “This is extremely

ment licenses.”

He predicted that lotterli s wou _
become major issues in Ten
North Carolina and again in .
the near future.. :

Pro-gambling forces also wol *"'" b
with animal rights activists in D
setts, where a ballot initiative bannifis

hound racing was narrowly defeated. &



_E — Tennessee
 officially launched Ap-
L in Regional Ministry
& luring a meeting held
‘ \ t Knox County Baptist
L on’s new office facility.
| lachian Regional Min-
L an effort of 11 Baptist
yventions reaching into
| aties in 10 states. The
¢ has the potential of
more than eight million
‘aed people.
ninistry in Tennessee
N omprised of 33 counties,
‘jations, 1,601 churches,
0 church members, and
N :h out through ministry
sions to more than two
| eople.
in Tennessee is de-
i as “an intentional mis-
jponse to the spiritual

and physical needs of persons in
the Appalachian Region.”

Tennessee Baptists through
ARM have an opportunity for pi-
oneering an effort that will help
change how Baptists do business
in the years ahead, said James
Porch, executive director of the
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

“I believe that one of life’s
greatest joys is to be part of a
dream come true and see lives
changed for the better,” Porch
said, noting that ARM offers
those opportunities.

Porch observed state conven-
tions have to take the lead in

- rural missions. Here’s an oppor-

tunity for 11 state conventions
on the eastern seaboard to tell
people, “You have not been for-
gotten,” Porch said.

“We’ve been called to go all
over the world and we do. We
also have a responsibility here in
our home state,” Porch stressed.

3 + and Reflector

ENTWOOD — The Ten-
5« Baptist Foundation has
a $5,000 grant, to be
ywver three years, to the
st and Reflector to help
ie complimentary sub-
Hong to Tennessee stu-
attending the six South-
‘aptist seminaries and to
é#uuatmns students at
- #see’s three Baptist col-

E;Eht is provided from
oundation’s “Special Min-
# Fund,” according to W.L.
shilds, TBF president.
'the request of donors the
, bution of the Special Min-
Fund is determined by
Foundation trustees,

s said. It has been used to .

t special ministries and
ets such as BSU work, the
ing of two churches in Rio
neiro, Brazil, Disaster Re-
gl

e

nmun

iR_'rec'eives TBF grant
r student subscriptions

=8 }Qgh CHILDS, right, president of the Tennessée Baptist
'”aqﬂﬁﬁn. recently presented a symbolic check to Mat_ne
llins of Johnson City, center, chairman of the Convention
imunications Committee, and Benny Keck of Mt. Carmel, vice
lirman of the committee. The committee relates to the work of

lief work in Tennessee and
Michigan, and more, Childs
said.

For a number of years the
paper has provided the compli-
mentary subscriptions from its
budget. As postage costs in-
crease it is imperative that the
paper look for ways to help

Editor Lonnie Wilkey.

“This generous grant from
the Foundation will help us im-
mensely with this effort over
the next three years,” Wilkey
noted.

The Foundation periodically
will use the back page of the
B&R to inform students receiv-
ing the paper about the Foun-
dation and its ministries.

“We want to be involved in
helping Baptist students re-
ceive the B&R and to help
them understand the mission
and work of the Foundation,”
Childs observed. B

supplement this ministry, said |

——
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“If we forget the folks at home
we will pay a dear price in not
being faithful to the calling God
has given us.”

Walter Taylor, director of
missions for Knox County Bap-
tists, observed that ARM has
been bathed in prayer from the
beginning.

“A lot of people in a lot of dif-
ferent places prayed on how we
could reach people in Appalachia
more effectively,” he said.

During a devotional Taylor
shared a story about going fish-
ing with a guide who placed a lot
of hooks in the water around
their boat. They caught a tremen-
dous number of fish, Taylor said.

“God has given us a wonder-
ful opportunity to do things in
Appalachia we haven’t done be-
fore, but it will take a lot of
hooks in the water as we go fish-
ing together.”

Beverly Smothers of the TBC

Appalachian Regional Ministry

Evangelism/Missions Strategies
Group shared some of the needs
of Appalachia through a power
point presentation and the pre-
mier of a new film, “Ministry in
the Mountains.”

Needs in Appalachia include
new church starts, support for
existing churches, construction
ministry, tutoring and literacy
training, job skills training, and
much more, she shared.

“I’'m excited about ARM. It'’s a
wonderful endeavor that God
has allowed us to join him in do-
ing,” Smothers said.

Testimonies about work al-
ready being accomplished were
given by Becky Brumitt of
Watauga Baptist Association
and Ray Luck, formerly of
Loudon County-Baptist Associa-
tion and now director of mis-
sions in McMinn-Meigs Baptist
Association.

Carrol Kelly, executive direc-

tor of Tennessee WMU noted
that WMU “has been pleased to
be a part of the dream and vi-
sioning of ARM.”

She noted WMU will be in-
volved in the ministry through
its promotion of the Golden
State Missions Offering (of
which ARM will receive some
funds) and in encouraging
women and girls to participate
in ARM as volunteers.

“We are excited to be ‘linking
arms’ with ARM,” Kelly said.

For more information about
ARM, contact Smothers or Kim
Huff of the partnership/volun-
teer missions office at 1-800-558-
2090. =

C-N installs new president ...

BEP D A ik

— Continued from page 1

the staff of Baylor University
in Waco, Texas. Netherton was
serving as vice president and
chief operating office at Baylor
when he accepted a position at
Samford in 1996.

Netherton holds degrees
from Baylor and Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary,
including the master of divini-
ty and Ph.D. degrees.

The morning service unit-
ed Netherton with three for-
mer C-N presidents. Together
the four (Netherton, Harley
Fite, John Fincher, and
Cordell Maddox) represent 52
years of service at Carson-
Newman.

The auditorium of First
Baptist Church, Jefferson City,
was packed with faculty, staff,
trustees, students, and friends
and guests of the Netherton
family and the college. Among
those present were both presi-
dents of Tennessee Baptists’
other colleges — David Dock-
ery of Union and Robert Fisher
of Belmont.

“This is a day we have an-
ticipated for months,” said
Marvin Cameron, chairman of
C-N’s trustees and pastor of
Central Baptist Church, Foun-
tain City, Knoxville.

Cameron observed Nether-
ton’s “gifts and abilities” match
the needs of Carson-Newman
College.

Among the program partici-
pants was TBC Executive Di-
rector James Porch, who asked
all Tennessee Baptists present
to stand.

“Tennessee Baptists have stood
together to extend a cordial wel-
come to Dr. and Mrs. Netherton to
the Tennessee Baptist family,”
Porch said.

N\

MARVIN CAMERON right, chairman of the trustees at Carson-New-
man College and pastor of Central Baptist Church, Fountain City,
Knoxville, joins with others in welcoming James and Patricia Nether-
ton to the Carson-Newman family. Netherton was installed Nov. 10
as the 21st president of Carson-Newman.

“We have witnessed his de-
sire to be both a participant
and leader in our good news
opportunity to make a differ-
ence in the lives of students
who study at Carson-New-
man,” he added.

The inaugural address was
delivered by Netherton’s long-
time friend Charles Overby,
chairman and chief executive
officer of Freedom Forum, an
independent, non-partisan
foundation dedicated to the
First Amendment and media
issues.

Overby noted that the year
2000 is special and will be one
that everyone remembers.

“It’s appropriate he
(Netherton) is inaugurated as
the college’s 21st president in
the year 2000. He stands
astride two centuries,” Overby
said.

He observed that the
strength of Netherton’s leader-
ship will be his ability to tie
the past and future together.

“The future of Carson-New-

ey

" November 15,2000 .

& '

man College has never been
brighter, Overby suggested.

In an interview prior to the
inauguration, Netherton said
he is thrilled to serve as presi-
dent of the 149-year-old insti-
tution. “The things that excite
me the most about this institu-
tion are our people and our po-
tential.”

The school’s heritage and
future continue to make it ap-
pealing to Netherton as he ap-
proaches his first anniversary
as president. “If I had been
granted the opportunity to
write the scenario of the school
I would want to lead, this 1s
what I would have asked for,”
he affirmed.

Noting that he is a firm be-
liever in “the Baptist version of
Christian education,” Nether-
ton told those attending the
ceremony, “I am here because
God called me here. I pray dai-
ly for his wisdom. I covet your
prayers for this institution and
for me.” @ — Lonnie Wilkey

and Mark Brown

...................
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Traditional Baptist

What has happened to tra-
ditional Southern Baptists? I
remember when annual meet-
ings were a time for seeking
God’s will and guidance for the
coming year. Our scriptural
basis was John 10:27: “My
sheep listen to My voice; I
know them and they follow
Me” (NIV). As Southern Bap-
tists, do we still listen and fol-
low as God leads?

What has happened to the
traditional Southern Baptist
commitment to congregational
polity? There was a time when
an individual Southern Bap-
tist’s voice and vote was impor-
tant. Now meetings are run by
iron-clad, written agendas. Im-
portant decisions are made be-
fore the meetings start. Mes-
sengers vote for crumbs called
“non-binding resolutions.”
When we vote on important
items, such as a revised Bap-
tist Faith and Message, they
are thrown to us at the last
minute with no opportunity for
study or debate.

What has happened to tradi-
tional Southern Baptist commit-
ment to ministry? When pro-
grams are discontinued, the de-
cision is based on cost-effective-
ness. Ministry-oriented mis-
sions are discarded because we
do not like the numbers on the
yearly report. Ministry is never
cost-effective. We do ministry
not for our benefit, but for the
benefit of others and in obedi-
ence to Jesus Christ.

What has happened to tra-
ditional Southern Baptist re-
spect for others? Missionaries
who forsake all to follow Christ
are “a little bit strange.” Small
church and bivocational pas-
tors hear, “If you were any
good, you would pastor a large
church.” Convention employees
are forced to sign loyalty state-
ments. They must turn in the
direction of the prevailing
wind.

What has happened to the
traditional Southern Baptist
ideal of freedom? There was a
time when hearing opposing
ideas as part of the normal
process of finding God’s will.
Now opposing ideas are shouted
down and cut off. If a person
steps out of line, he is punished.

What has happened to tra-
ditional Southern Baptist uni-
ty? We have so many labels. I
do not know whether I am a
conservative, a liberal, a mod-
erate, or a fundamentalist. If
you must label me, call me this
— traditional Southern Bap-
tist.

Scott Andrew, pastor
Union Hill Baptist Church
Goodlettsville 37072

Different experience

Perhaps my experience as a
teacher has been different
from Mr. McLoud’s (Kingston
Principal, B&R, 10-25). I am
now in my 39th year of teach-
ing in Tennessee public
schools. Nothing in my experi-
ence, as I recollect upon it,
shows ecology as the worship
of mother earth as a goddess,
or any approval of sexual per-
version, or the condoning of
promiscuity as a means of
birth control or the “labeling
of people with strong Christian

convictions as simple minded

and ignorant.” -

Thank goodness we have
not seen that in the schools
where I havé taught!

Prayer is certainly alive
among my Christian students
as they pray individually and
in groups and have continued
the free exercise of their reli-
gion just as my non-Christian
students may do, too. What
more could we ask than the
freedom to praise and honor
our Redeemer and seek his
help in such a way?

Steve Cates
Murfreesboro 37130

Shares concern

The children at our church
are practicing to perform the
children’s musical “The Little
Drummer Boy,” by Dove
award-winning Celeste Clydes-
dale. While my child was lis-
tening to the tape to learn the
songs, I was surprised to hear
Jesus referred to as “God-like.”

Jesus was not “God-like.”
He was completely God and
completely man. The mistake
1s In the text on page 41 of the
book. Our children are very
vulnerable to bad doctrine and
I'm sure that Southern Baptist
churches across Tennessee as
well as the nation are perform-
ing this musical, thereby
teaching errant doctrine to the
most impressionable among
us. I realize this is not South-.
ern Baptist literature, but it is
sold by LifeWay.

The lines could easily be
rewritten for churches that do
choose to perform the musical.

I'm sure that some others
who are using the material have
already corrected the error and
I just want all children’s music
leaders to be aware as well. To
my knowledge no Southern
Baptist church would hold this
as truth. In fact, very few con-
servative Christians would in
general.

Mark Lackey
Kingsport 37664

Represent yourself

Please tell the 3 to 1 majori-
ty who voted to alienate Texas
Baptists from the Southern
Baptist Convention that we in
Tennessee don’t want the Bap-
tist General Convention of
Texas to represent Baptists
worldwide. Represent your-
selves, but please don’t speak
for all Southern Baptists. This
1s one time I am not proud of
the Tennessee-Texas bond I
have felt throughout my life

because Tennesseans helped
Texas fight for her indepen-
dence.

This is one time I will do my
best to keep the state conven-
tion where I have always been
a Southern Baptist not to go
the route of Texas Baptists nor
stay affiliated with you. (We
will stand beside the great con-
servative churches and pastors
in your state, some of whom
were “heroes of the faith” in
getting the SBC turned around
21 years ago). You want to do

your own thing. Go right ahead.

We don’t want the “Texas Plan”
to pollute our state.

The low road Texas Baptists
are taking in disagreeing with
the affirmations of the Secrip-
tures by the SBC in Orlando
will take them to the next step
of ordaining gays and lesbians
as ministers and deacons. I
pray that they would never be
in favor of that.

Bobby Mullins, pastor
Cherokee Baptist Church
Memphis 38119

The Bible alone

The first generation of Chris-
tians evangelized the Mediter-
ranean world without a complet-
ed New Testament Scriptures
on the powerful conviction that
Jesus of Nazareth was God on
earth as a man, who lived a sin-
less life, died on a cross at
Jerusalem, was alive in his cru-
cified body on the third day fol-
lowing, and that eternal salva-
tion is received as gift upon re-
pentance and confession that he
is Christ the Lord.

Christians continued to
function another 200 to 300
years without a formal agree-
ment on which writings should
constitute the 66 books of our
Bible. And, evangelizing Chris-
tians have functioned and sur-
vived another 1,500 turbulent
years dealing with thorny is-
sues, as our current ones on
questions of inerrancy and
binding and imposed cunfes—
sions of faith.

A dominant thread runs
through our glorious history: the

Bible alone should be accepted '

as our totally sufficient sole of
authority in faith and practice,
bound by the everlasting chain

of truth: “Jesus is Lord!”
O. Jewell Barrett, pastor
Battle Creek Baptist Church
Springfield 371172

Church of the Covered Dish

By Thom Tapp, pastor, Oral Bapfist Church,- Lenoir City

WELL ELI, YOU'RE ALL
PAPTIST CONVENTION...

PACKEP FOR THE TENNESSEE
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!”'that he resign. There are occa-
nl L!here this number is very small,

t very representative of the
: .hﬂdj{, but are powerful enough to
: ralanmng message to the pastor.

fmatum they will offer a sever-
;ackage if “he will go quietly.”

who make such an offer never con-

i hat they have created a situation

Hi ihnelther ethical nor fair. In hold-
Enanﬁal settlement over his head,

lk ha‘?e resorted to tactics that

pastor is now faced with having

to leave in shameful fashion, slipping
out in the middle of the night, or con-
fronting his adversaries openly at the
risk of losing the promised severance,
thereby leaving him without means to
support his family.

Another example is that one or more
of these well placed people will criticize
the pastor to the point he is left emotion-
ally unable to minister in the fashion re-
quired of a pastor. They have created the
result they want without involving the
church as a whole.

Church people who
force a pastor out with- |
out due process have not
only violated a sacred
tradition of Baptist
churches, where deci-
sions of the church are
made by the church, but
have set themselves up
as judge and jury. Thus HAY
they deny the minister
any opportunity to state his position or to
clear his name. They have also disen-
franchised the congregation who have a
clear right to help decide. Furthermore,
they have dealt the pastor’s self-esteem a
blow that is sometimes career-ending.
Some ministers never recover from the
trauma of a forced termination.

An additional characteristic of this
method of changing pastoral leadership
is it is habit forming. Once a termination
occurs in this fashion, it is easier to do
again. For one thing, this process has no
accountability. Many times the church
body will be shocked and surprised at the
minister’s departure, and are offered no
explanation of why the pastor has left.

The power brokers that brought this to
pass find it is “in the best interest of the
church and the pastor” that the issues
are not aired. It is also in the power bro-
kers best interest, for it protects them
from having to defend their actions.

This article is not an attempt to deny
that some pastors sometimes need to be
replaced, nor is it an attempt to charac-
terize the church as being to blame for
the high rate of terminations. It is an at-
tempt to call the church to use methods
that are ethical and biblical. There may
be times when, as painful as it is, the
pastor must leave, even before he wants
to go. But the method churches use
should be compassionate and honest. Ex-
cept in rare cases the church should
know why there are those who are mov-
ing against the minister. In most cases
there should be a clear statement of the
charges against him, and because we are
a redemptive people, the pastor should
be confronted in private with the hope
his behavior can change. He should be
given time to respond, and if sufficient
response is not forthcoming, then is the
time to lay the case before the church.
Many times the group that want him
gone, is not willing to consider that re-
demption is our stock in trade, and al-
though they often talk a good talk, they
are not willing to put into actual practice
redemption with the minister. Should
not redemption include the minister too?

When a concerned group in the
church feel it is time for a pastoral
change, they need to consider if the issue
really warrants his departure. Some-
times the pastor has offended the power
group and that is the reason they want

him gone. Our data tell us that one of
the most often cited reasons for
pastor/minister termination is control.
Who will run the church? Should a pas-
tor be terminated because he has bucked
the power structure? Sometimes the pas-
tor is asked to leave because his style of
preaching, his pulpit mannerism, and
his personality offend some people. Are
these sufficient reasons to terminate a
minister?

The issue as I see it is not that pas-
tors should never be fired. I do believe
that too many are fired without valid
reason. However, sometimes it is an un-
fortunate necessity, but even then, there
is a right and wrong way to go about it.
It appears to me that a pastor should be
treated just as the Lord taught us in
Matthew 18. When offenses occur he
should be talked to in private. If thereis
no response, “take one or two more,” and
if does not respond, then take it to the
church. He should not be terminated by
the power group without the vote of the
church.

One further thing, provide for him and
his family for a reasonable time. We rec-
ommend at least six months severance. It
will be money well spent and will allow
him time to relocate. A generous sever-
ance will also pay dividends for the
church as they seek another pastor. ®
— Hay is church ministers relations special-
ist in the TBC Church Staff Leadership
Group.
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one man and his family that
were righteous. It was Noah. He
gave Noah a plan that would ac-
complish God’s will for his cre-
ation. |

The Plan

Last year I received an edito-
rial by Pettus Read, editor of
The Tennessee Farm Bureau
News. The editorial dealt with
the difficulty of farmers in to-
day’s economy. Pettus told of an
elderly farmer who said he did
not need all this “new fangal”
stuff to run his farm. He had a
plan that had worked for years.
It was the “Noah Plan.” Pettus
asked him about the plan.
When I saw it, I knew this was
a plan I needed and so do you.
There are 18 points to the plan
so hang on.

1. Always plan ahead. It
wasn’t raining when God told
Noah to build the Ark. Many of
us never look beyond the next
day. We need to save, prepare,
explore, and anticipate the fu-
ture. Nuah did and when the
flood came, he was ready.

9. Try your best to stay fit.
When you are 600 years old,
someone may ask you to do
something really big. That
_someone may be the someone
you cannot say no to.

3. Don't listen to critics. Do
what has to be done, even if it

means finding gopher wood
when the supplies are low.
Many Christians have failed in
their witness because of their
fear of criticism. Many churches
failed because they wonder
what people will say if they
seek “different” people or try
“different” methods of ministry
or worship. If we are convinced
it is of God, new or old, tradi-
tional or contemporary we bet-
ter close our ears to the critics
and our own egos and seek to
please God.

4. Remember to build on high
ground. The Word of God, Jesus

Christ, is our high ground, not

the interpretations of the Word
of God by others or us.

5. For safety sake, travel in
pairs. Good friends are hard to
find. Try building a lasting rela-
tionship with God, your spouse,
your children, and the family of
God.

6. Two heads are better than
one. Two thoughts that agree
give us an inside track on life
and living.

7. Speed isn't always an ad-
vantage and haste makes waste.
The cheetahs were on board the
Ark, but so were the snails.

8. If you can’t fight or flee —
at least you can float! Some-
times it is better to let things
be. God often works things out

W

that stymie us.

9. Take good care of the ani-
mals as if they were the last
ones on earth. That is good ad-
vice about the family, communi-
ty, and our churches.

10. Don’t ever forget that we
are all in the same boat. We are
sinners saved by the grace of
God in Jesus Christ.

~ 11. When the manure gets re-

ally deep, don’t sit there and
complain, get busy and shovel.
Enough said!

12. Stay below the deck dur-
ing the worst of the storm.
Knowing when to lay low 1s as
important as knowing when to
rise and shine.

13. Always remember that
the Ark was built by amateurs
and the Titanic was built by
professionals. An amateur
(Amor) is one who participates
for the love it.

14. If you have to start over,
have a friend by your side. God
was Noah’s friend before and af-
ter the flood.

15. Remember the pecker-
woods inside are often a bigger
threat than the storm outside.
Am I a peckerwood? I need to
look carefully to see if I have a
beak.

16. Above all, don’t miss the
boat!

17. No matter how bleak it

n that works? Try the ‘Noah Plan’

looks, there is always a rainbow
on the other side. Aren’t you
glad? When I was a younger,
more anxious believer and pas-
tor, I would hear “this too shall
pass.” That really bugged me,
but in the last 45 years I have
learned that things do pass by
the grace of God.

18. Last, but surely not least,
stop what you're doing, and do
what God says. I'm sure Noah
took a lot of stuff from the
neighbors. That didn’t matter,
he knew God’s plan and he
stayed with it.

In any situation Noah’s plan
is a good plan.

It is quite appropriate for the
Tennessee Baptist Convention
as we move into the future.
That future includes becoming
purpose driven, setting priori-
ties, focusing on target groups,
and seeking people who are un-
saved and unchurched. We real-
ly need a new ark for this pre-
sent age. Will the Tennessee
Baptist Convention of churches
be part of building a new ark,
one large enough for, not just
the animals, but for all humani-
ty?

Pray for our convention of
churches to follow God’s plan
for this day. m— Stacker is pas-
tor of Belmont Heights Baptist
Church, Nashville.
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®E Ron Russell, pastor,

Beaumont Avenue Baptist
Church, Knoxville, for 12 years
and chaplain, University of
Tennessee Hospital, Knoxville,
was honored by the Tennessee
Baptist Convention during the
Appalachian Bivocational Ju-
bilee held recently in Johnson
City. He was honored for his
service as a bivocational pas-
tor. As a chaplain Russell is in
charge of hospice ministry and
oncology.

B Tom Everett, director,
Western Heights Baptist Cen-

ter of Knox County Baptist As-
sociation, recently celebrated
his 25th anniversary of ser-
vice.

B Christian Johnson has

been called as minister to
youth and children, Ramer
Baptist Church, Ramer, effec-
tive Nov. 5. He i1s a student at
Blue Mountain College, Blue
Mountain, Miss.

B Lee Wilson, youth min-
ister, Central Baptist Church,
Alcoa, will be ordained by First
Baptist Church, Savannah,
Nov. 19 at 2:30 p.m.

~m Holly Grove Bapt1st

Church, Bells, called Fred
Campbell, former missionary

to Japan for 12 years, as pas-

PREPARING for one of the centennial activities of Green Hill Bap-
tist Church, Mt. Juliet, held recently are, from left, Lane Fordham,
pastor;, Woody Watkins, former interim pastor who is retired from
the Tennessee Baptist Convention staff; Carl Price, former pastor;
and Hale Moss, centennial committee chairperson. Former pastor
Vern Powers of Baptist Hospital, Nashville, and retired from the
TBC staff, also helped lead activities. To commemorate the event,
ladies of the church made a centennial quilt featuring the church’s
30 pastors. Activities included buggy rides and a petting zoo. —

Photo by Amy L. Wilson

ROCKY MOUNT Bapnsr Church, Athens, recently dedicated its
new education wing to the church. The 4,000-square-foot addition
provided new Sunday School rooms, nursery, restroom, a pastor’s
office, new kitchen, and fellowship hall. Roy Fowler, retired director
of missions, McMinn-Meigs Baptist Association, delivered the dedi-
cation message. Carl Creasman is pastor.

ELECTED TO lead Stone Baptist Association at its annual meeting
recently were, from left, Damon Corley, pastor, First Baptist Church,
Gainesboro, vice moderator; Anna Lee Wiles, University Heights
Baptist Church, Cookeville, clerk; and Don Wynn, pastor, Bear
Creek Baptist Church, Cookeville, moderator.

tor effective Nov. 8. Campbell
and his wife have been mis-
sionaries in residence at Union
University, Jackson, during
the past year.

® Larry Smart, director of

missions, Lawrence County
Baptist Association, based in
Leoma, resigned effective Oct.
22.

B Four Mile Baptist

Church, Maryville, called Jim
Wells as pastor recently.

B Roellen Baptist Church,

Dyersburg, has called Darren |

Morrow as pastor, effective
Nov. 17.

m First Baptist Church,

Fall Branch, ordained Jim
Dawson as a deacon recently.

m Range Hills Baptist
Church, Memphis, has called
Shawn Allred as minister of
youth. He is a student at Mid-
America Baptist Theological
Seminary, Memphis, and is the
son of Kenneth Allred, pastor,
West Frayser Baptist Church,
Memphis.

B Gravely Baptist Church,
Kingsport, has called David
Salley, an employee of East-
man Company, as pastor. He

formerly was pastor of Unicoi
Baptist Church, Unicoi.

B Dennis Lewis has been

called as pastor, Deerfield Bap-
tist Church, Lawrenceburg.

B First Baptist Church,

Fall Branch, held revival re-
cently. Steve Pate, pastor,
Harmony Baptist Church,
Jonesborough, spoke.

B The Puppet Ministry of

Cherokee Baptist Church,
Memphis, presents the Living
Christmas Tree Dec. 8 at 7
p.m.; Dec. 9 at 3:30 p.m.; and
Dec. 10 at 6 p.m. For more in-
formation, call the church at

(901) 683-7344.

B East Nashville churches

Shelby Avenue Baptist
Church, Lockeland Baptist
Church, Eastland Baptist
Church, and Edgefield Bap-
tist Church, will hold an East
Nashville Community Thanks-
giving and Praise Service Nov.
19 at Shelby Avenue Church at
6 p.m. A fellowship will follow

‘the service. For more informa-

tion, contact the church at
(615) 227-2961.

B Peytonsville Baptist

Church, Peytonsville,
Thompson Station, will
hold a Pilgrim’s Day Fall Cel-
ebration Nov. 18 8 a.m. — 6

p.m. Activities will include °

covered wagon rides, and
demonstrations of lye soap
making and quilting. Also
food will be available. For
more information, call the

- Stress Conference planned

church at (615) 794-1970.

B Ramer Baptist Church,
Ramer, has broken ground on
a new multi-purpose building
which will include a fellowship
hall, gym, and classrooms.

Church Memphls,_l!a;
cancelled. Any person p
istered who has paid the -
tration fee will recejy g
fund. The eventjw
rescheduled accordi
Brooks R. Faulkner o
Way. For more inforn
call (615) 251-2173.

M The Strength Under

by LifeWay Christian Re-
sources, Nashville, and the
Tennessee Baptist Convention,
based in Brentwood, for Nov.
27 at Union Avenue Baptist

.................

AT THE ANNUAL meeting of Gibson County Bapﬁs__f.ﬁfg“é.
Randy Pool, third from left, was named Mississippi River
coordinator and the association’s missions coordinator. S
with Pool are, from left, Beverly Smothers, Tennessee
Convention staff; Leslie Allen, MRM assistant caorqutc
Cindy Pool; and Mike Kemper, director of missions. .‘[‘h
are former missionaries to Honduras and Nicaragua.

THE 117th ANNUAL meeting of Holston Valley Baptf"stﬁ |
was held Oct. 16-17. Elected as officers were, from left; &
Wade Holdbrook, pastor, First Baptist Church, Sneedville,
moderator; Woody Tackett, pastor, Lyons Park Bapli
Church Hill, moderator; Linda Williams, associational admi
assistant, clerk; and John Parrott Jr., director of mrss.'onsﬁ
ed in a wheelchair, Edward Johnson, pastor, Fishers er&
Church, Rogersville, associate moderator.

)
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Gives God the credit

Parsons policeman/pastor recovers from ...

— Continued from page 1

ing church for the first time.
Several weeks after the shoot-
ing, he made a profession of
faith. A week later, Drehman
was killed while working at a
car accident. A telephone pole
fell and struck him.

Wyatt said if the only pur-
pose of the shooting was to di-
rect Drehman to God, it was
reason enough for him.

“If I had to go through the
same thing again for somebody
to be saved, I would do it,” he
stated.

One of his regrets of the ex-
perience is he wasn’t able to
thank Drehman for saving his
life. Because of his deep feeling
about this regret, Wyatt was
only able recently to watch a
video tape of Drehman’s funer-
al, he said.

Another miracle of the expe-

rience, said Wyatt, is the bullet
shot at his face hit the top rim
of his eyeglasses, was divided,
part of it was diverted from
him, and the rest diverted
from his eye. Thus, only a
third of the bullet entered his
face below his eye, reported
Wyatt. He lost nearly all of the
vision in the eye, but he might
regain it in another miracle, he
proposed.

“It would be just a snap for
him (God) to bring sight back
to that eye, I believe,” said Wy-
att. That’s also true for
strengthening his weakened
lungs, he added.

Other miracles are the

shooting occurred about one

half block from the hospital. A
fellow policeman on the Par-
sons force has started attend-
ing Darden Church along with
his family. And Wyatt believes
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he can influence other people
with whom he comes in contact
through his work because of
his experiences.

“So many people are not
saved,” he said.

Because of the shooting,
God also has worked in the
lives of the people who learned
about the crisis, prayed for
him, and saw God answer their
prayers, Wyatt explained. This
group includes people living
around the world, he de-
scribed.

“I believe God heard the
prayers of the Christian people
and spared my life.”

Other outcomes

Wyatt predicted he will be a
better minister as a result of
the shooting even though he's
having to learn how to speak
differently from the pulpit.
Wyatt lost one of his two vocal

The Tennessee Baptist Convention’s
mission is to make Christ known by
serving churches. The TBC Web site
supports this mission by lihking Ten-
‘nessee Baptists across the state.

chords because of the length of
time he had tubing down his
throat.

He can’t sing anymore ei-
ther, added friend Doyle Neal,
director of missions, Beech
River Baptist Association,
based in Lexington. “But he
couldn’t before,” joked Neal, as
the two men laughed.

A sense of humor and
friends certainly have helped
him recover, advised Wyatt.

He hopes to be able to min-
ister to the family of the man
who shot him. Wyatt said they
must be devastated, adding he
has never lost a member of his
immediate family.

The experience brought Wy-
att’s family, which is very
close, even closer, he shared,
and taught them to expect mir-
acles from God. His family in-
cludes his wife, Judy; and sons

Twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week, the TBC Web site is
making it easier and faster to find
the latest Tennessee Baptist news,
“igervices, events, and resources.
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Join us today by linking
up atwww.tnbaptist.org.
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grandchildren.
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mas until July so he ¢/ §
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att said. The grandect
even waited to open
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The future

Violence is “just on¢ §
hazards of the job (of a
man),” Wyatt proposed.
jobs have hazards, he ac

However, Wyatt kno

in a dangerous profess i

the past after leaving t
fession, he has s
wouldn’t return. But (|
him to the work agai
Wyatt, for the influence
have through it for God.
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Memphis churc
draws 1,500
to Judgment Hi

For Baptist and Reflecto

MEMPHIS — Durn
last two weeks in O
Colonial Baptist Churc
almost 1,500 people
Judgment House. As a
86 people made profes:
faith and 186 people
other spiritual decision

This year’s preser
was about a dysfuni
family dealing with di
violence, alcohol abui
drunk driving. The di
zation was presentét
scenes with a guide na
to link each scene.

When the three
teenaged characters d
result of a car wre_tflléfg
by a drunk driver, tk
thrust into judgment
they face Jesus. This
second year the chur
sented a Judgment HO!

For more informatic
tact Raymond Scott
church at (901) 682-66¢

Pews, pulpits, bap
steeples, stained glass,
VAN WINKLE
CHURCH FURNISH
& PEW UPHOLST!

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843
in MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-96
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-€
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Work in Concord Association

Young men find direction throu

By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

MURFREESBORO — The
four young men are students at
Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity here. They are active mem-
bers of the school’s Baptist Stu-
dent Union and Baptist church-
es. Two are staff members of
churches and another one has
served as a staff member.

All served as summer mis-
sionaries for Concord Baptist
Association, based here.

Several admitted they took
the assignment because it was a
paying job. They never expected
to see 53 children and youth
make initial commitments to
God. And they never expected
what else they received, they re-
ported.

Because of their summer ex-
periences, the four men —
Daniel Bennett, Ed Phillips,
Cliff Moore, and Ben Curtis —
meet together each week for fel-
lowship and for prayer, despite
their busy schedules.

The four men rarely miss
their weekly gathering, which is
at 9 p.m. at a member’s home.
It’s so special they have invited
others to join them. The group
of men often meet until after
midnight.

Summer work

This summer
the four men
helped churches in
the association con-
duct Vacation Bible
School, Backyard
Bible Schools, and
camps.

The first week
things didn’t go
very well, they re-
ported, and they
didn’t see any par-
ticipants make
spiritual decisions,
Curtis suggested
the group- meet pri-
or to their work
each day to pray.

After beginning a prayer
time, their days began to go bet-
ter. They still entered chaotic
and challenging situations. Of-
ten they led two activities a

day. But children and youth be-

gan to make spiritual decisions.

Although they never left
Rutherford County, noted Cur-
tis, pastor, Midland Baptist
Church, Bell Buckle, they began
to view that county differently
— as a mission field, the men
described.

They began to witness when
they felt led to. They presented
the plan of salvation to one

group on Tuesday rather than
Thursday, the usual time. In
one park they saw teens who
wouldn’t come near them early
in the week hugging them on
Friday, the missionaries report-
ed.

They also spent time getting
to know each other.

Personal work

Ed Phillips, a member of Riv-
er Rock Church, Murfreesboro,
said his lack of empathy for
children disappeared when he
discovered so many children
and youth are yearning for love.
Because of his experiences, his

FRIENDS and fellow university students who bonded this summer through
their missions service for Concord Baptist Association were, from left,- Daniel
Bennett, Rockvale Community Church, Murfreesboro; Ed Phillips, River Rock
Church, Murfreesboro; Cliff Moore, Rockvale Church; and Ben Curtis, pastor,
Midland Baptist Church, Bell Buckle.

attitude toward success also has
changed, said Phillips, who is a
former soldier in the U.S. Army.
And from his new friends, he
has experienced not only love
but accountability for his ac-
tions, he described.

Cliff Moore, worship leader,
Rockvale Community Church,
Murfreesboro, said he had just
lost a job so he needed the sum-
mer assignment. He had been a
“lazy Christian” and “wasn’t
comfortable” when considering
his summer assignment, he
said. “But God changed my
heart.”

ministry. The summer ;;s:.;-?
firmed that, he said,

Phillips, Moore, an _;f:ﬂr
give Curtis much ﬂf. t}
for all that has happeued i
tis, who served the associa
previously, points to praye; |
which he has become addic//F ¥’
he described. Their pm;yeﬂ
has evolved from a checklis
proach where one feels lik |
is telling God things, he
plained, to a spirit-led exl
ence.

All four guys say their pJ
time continues to change t|
lives. For instance, Mgbre
Bennett have new jobs and
ter places to live. Bam;ﬁﬁl il
church Curtis is servm
growing. And Phillips' new |
riage is going great, he said

And althnugh they neve !
to leave their mission field i ak i
men plan to continue toser [ .
missionaries, they said. BE& ‘

Thank you for being part of

..by your involvement in ' missions/m

Golden Stcafe M|55|ons .Ffen
1999 Goal:

Given:

2000 Goal:

Given as of October 3] $597

r Ty

Tennessee Woman'’s MISSIOI‘IGF)/ Umon PO. Box 728. Breniwood TN 37024
(615) 371-2038

Bringing Jesus to Tenness:

...by your giving to the Golden State Mlssbn$ Omfferlng
...through your prayers for the morethan 53% of
Tennessee population that is unchurchzgll
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ﬁa%Uni_versity welcomed * 82 students scored 28 or higher
‘nore than 450 freshmen on on their ACT.
-in day, Saturday, Aug. 26, * The average ACT score for the

§ ling 7 National Merit final- entire class is 24.8.

4 Zlore than 79% of the class * 80% of the class have grade

B embers of Baptist churches, point averages of 3.0 and

i 1 majority coming from above.

H :ssee Baptist churches. * 151 students were in the top
This is by far the most out- 10% of their high school class.
'mg‘f_clgss Union has ever had * 75% of the students attended
;s of quality,” said Carroll - public school while 14% attend-

bl n, Union’s associate vice
A lent of admissions and reten-

ed private school and 11% were
home-schooled.

g e points out that nearly 60 * 31 states and 13 nations are rep-
freshman students have a resented, with 95% of the class
ade point average. residing on campus this year.

7 valedictorians and salutato-
& are also represented within
| ass, a number believed to be
ghest ever within the univer-
178-year history, according
1011 President David S.

“We are extremely thankful
and quite excited about the out-
standing quality of this year’s
freshmen class,” said Dockery.
“The high caliber of students and
the broad geographical diversity
v will certainly enrich the life of

-Ither mterestlng facts about Union University in the coming
| geﬂng freshmen: years.”

! L:"_.Fd spma! ded:caﬁdn ceremony, ﬁ'lda_y Dec. 1
all, iﬂle new acﬂdem:c bmldmg rmnﬂy construct-

44 ﬁ? ‘;iu'i'liiiii, ‘isamns'ia‘fllni - l51b'g!!; t’b!! ~ﬁf.f asre? .
e passed away in the W‘.’V sixties. His 3"""’"“’”"

The Future of Union University — Shown here with Union President David S. Dnrkery on the
steps of the newly built academic building, Jennings Hall, are this year’s seven freshmen national
merit finalists who attend Union. They are: (first row from left to right) Bethany Davis, Olive
Branch, Miss.; Courtney Sadler, Murfreesboro, Tenn.; Amanda Scott, Arab, Ala.; Katie Gould,
Bartlett, Tenn.; and Robert Cusanelli, Carrollton, Ala.(second row from left to right); Allen
Smith, Camas, Wash., and Matt Newman, Memphis, Tenn.

Union Ranked in South’s

Top Ten by U.S. News

nion University has been ranked

in the South’s top ten regional
liberal arts colleges by U.S. News &
World Report. The publication’s
annual ranking, “America’s Best

Colleges,” was released in September.

Union, which was ranked num-
ber nine among Southern schools, 18
the only West Tennessee institution
in the top tier of the regional rank-
ings. Among other Tennessee Baptist
institutions, Carson-Newman College
was ranked 13th among Southern lib-
eral arts colleges, and Belmont
University was ranked 18th among
Southern regional universities.

“We are delighted with this out-
standing recognition by U.S. News,”
said Union President David S.
Dockery. “We have known that
Union has a national-calibre faculty
and a first-rate student body, but it is
always nice to know that others also
recognize the strides that Union has
made to become one of the South’s

premier academic
institutions.”

The U.S. News
rankings are based
on a variety of fac-
tors, including
academic reputa-
tion (based on
surveys of
other educators),
student retention and gradu-
ation rate, and the academic creden-
tials of entering students.

“Such a recognition is particular-
ly valuable for a school like Union
because it raises our visibility with
students and families outside our
own region,” Dockery asserted. “In
recent years an expanding percentage
of our students are coming from
other parts of the nation, and this will
help Union in gaining additional
interest with such students who are
seeking a Christ-centered university
with top academic credentials.
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"NION NEWS

Go Week cha]lenges Union students to live a life of m1ss10‘}f,»s

M ore than 2,000 ethnic and lin-
guistic groups of people have
little or no access to the gospel of
Jesus Christ. During Global
Opportunities Week, Sept. 25 — 29,
Union University students were chal-
lenged with this fact and asked to
"think globally, and act locally."

An annual event created to high-
light missions — past, present and
future — Go Week 1s designed to
focus specifically on students’ roles
in the United States and abroad.

This year's week of events start-
ed off with a chapel service Monday,
Sept. 25, led by Suzanne Frost,
Director of Student Outreach, who
challenged the students to think
about the 2000 people groups of the
world who have yet to hear the
gospel of Christ. |
"Ask yourself, 'what does that mean
to my life that 1.7 billion people

UPCOMING

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

have no access to the Gospel?" Frost
said, encouraging the 500 or so stu-
dents 1n attendance to seriously con-
sider getting involved in the mission
opportunities that will be available
this year.

More than 15 mission organiza-
tions were on campus during the
week to talk with students including
representatives from the
International Mission Board, North
American Mission Board, LifeWay

Amy Edge, Junior, haﬂds out ﬁmd boxes to tke huﬂgry in mner-ﬂty Chmﬂgﬂ on the

Chicago GO Trip 2000.

Todd Brady, Minister to the University
Interim Pastor, First Baptist Church, Bemis, TN

November 21 - Community Thanksgiving Service, Jackson, TN
February 2-3 - The Youth Project, Tennessee Baptist Convention,

Union University

February 14-18 - State Collegiate Meeting, Casper, Wyoming

March 4-7 - First Baptist Church, Woodbury, TN

March 12 - Jackson Area Christian Singles

March 18-21 - First Baptist Church, Somerville, TN
April 6-13 - Orphanage Emmanuel, Guiamaca, Honduras

Michael Duduit, Executive Vice President

Nov. 4 - Lead Winter Bible Study Preview, Graves County Baptist
Association, Mayfield, KY

Nov. 5 - Preach, Highpoint Baptist Church, Mayfield, KY

Nov. 10 - Speak, National Convocation, Church of God in Christ,

Memphis

Apr. 24 - Preaching Conference, Germantown Baptist Church, Memphis
Apr. 26 - Preaching Conference, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church,

Newport Beach, CA

May 8 - Preaching Conference, Westminster Seminary, Phlladelphla PA

David Gushee, Graves Professor of Moral Philosophy

Co-pastor, Northbrook Church

January 4-7 Society of Christian Ethics, Chicago
January 22-24 Messiah College, guest lecturer

Jim Patterson, Professor and Interim Associate Dean
West Tennessee Pastors’ Conference on January 9, 2001

Hal Poe, Professor of Faith and Culture
Interim pastor, Tiptonville First Baptist Church

Christian Resources mmlstt_i_g_s

Crosspoint and Centrifuge, anc

Ethics and Religious Liberty

Commission. Roundtable m@et.

were also offered at night whic
gave students opportunities to

cuss specific topics, such as in

tional missions, ministry oppo;
ties in Jackson, and the missio

experiences of other Union sty

More than 225 students, 1
than last year, have committed
participate in 12 different miss
trips that are being planned fo
spring ranging from internatio
national to local. Student grou
participate in trips to Hondura
Morocco, Israel and Egypt;
Arlington, Texas, Hilton Head:

¢ Chicago, 11, Casper, Wyo., Ir-§
- Texas, Naples, Fla., as well as §
istry opportunities in Union’s |

backyard of Jackson, Tenn.

Union Alumni and Friends Dinne
to be held in Germantown

Friends and graduates of Union
University are invited to attend the
university’s Alumni and Friends
Dinner, 5 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 14 at
the Germantown Campus located at
Poplar Pike and Hacks Cross Road.

The dinner, in conjunction with
the Tennessee Baptist Convention
that will be held at Germantown
Baptist Church, Nov. 13-15, will
feature comments by Union

President David S. Dockery.

Tickets are $14 per perso i
are available from Alumni Se g

through Friday, Nov. 10. Tigl
also be available in the displ::
at Union’s booth located atf]
vention untll noon on Tuesda

(901) 661 5208.

Union sponsors programs for pas

senior adults

* “Lunch and Learn”
Senior Adult Event
Nov. 16, 2000 at 10:30 a.m.
Feb. 6, 2001
May 8, 2001
* Dec. 5, 2000 - West Tennessee
Pastors’ Conference Programs
Pursuing “The Gift” of Christmas
Christmas celebration presented by
the Ministers of Music of West
Tennessee.

e Jan. 9, 2001 - Pursuing Gﬂd
through His Word

Dr. James Patterson, professor in

Christian Studies at Union

University, will present a study of the
~ book of James. |

* Feb. 13, 2001 (6:30 p.m.) -
Valentine Banquet
John Jolley of Memphis will speak.

-----

Prem]er Strategy 'J

Herb Hodges will speak angf
making.

e May 1, 2001 - Pursumg‘ﬂ
Will in Education :
How can we equip students,

and serve? .
* The Ministers’ Wives

Fellowship £

The Ministers’ Wives Felloy

Pastors' School
“Revisiting Your Call” led|
Henry Blackaby ;




oA fter we're gone, we should
- [ \all aspire to leave the world a
jeﬁﬁﬁ:’bﬂﬂer by us having lived
re... ‘however capable, we should
are,” says Jim Ayers, Union trustee
d mumsful businessman from
scatur County.

‘A major Union University bene-
_{:.-tmfwho__rmenﬂy completed two
ms on the university’s board of
istees, Ayers and his wife Sharon
ve doncmuch to make the world a
e better, particularly in the area of
ucaﬁn The Ayers Scholars

_’t‘_’j_jj n, started by the couple two
ars ago, provides tuition assistance
't' any high school student who
‘aduates from Decatur County,
-ludmg several that are attending
100,

Estabhshmg his initial success in

nursing home industry, Ayers, a

=u1bar of First Baptist Parsons,
.adually turned his interests towards
nking. In 1986, he purchased what
1S thell Farmers State Bank; it is
own today as First Bank, and is
riently the eleventh largest bank in

Tennessee and the fourth largest |

his or her education, to do so.

community bank. “I wasn’t a very good student in
Ayer_s and his wife, who both school,” says Ayers. “Neither of my

grew up in parents completed

Parsons, their college edu-

Tenn., and cation and my dad

Decatur ran a sawmill, but

County, felt it - they always

was important 1 stressed the

to give back importance of

to the rural | education to their

community of | children.”

their youth. “Good stu-

With a popu- dents don’t

lation of a lit- always feel like

tle more than they have the

10,000, the chance to go to

county — college, especially

which gradu- the ones that may

ates an aver- not receive

age of 125 encouragement

high school from home,” says

Seniors per Sharon, who

year — has i knows many of

many low- the students they

income families. The scholarship
program Ayers provides allows any
student who graduates from high
school and who wishes to continue

of wzz‘ne SeS

l
=4
:_5

Union University

1823-2000

help by name. “This county is impor-
tant to both Jim and me. We feel like
if we can help one student at a time
be successful, they too will return to

aur own s[zce

the county and help improve its way

of life.”

Ayers’ roots also include Union.
Both his mother and two aunts
attended the university that, accord-
ing to Ayers, has been a part of their
family’s life for many years. The new
academic building, Jennings Hall, is
named after Ayers’ grandparents,
William Wesley and Laura Jennings.
Ayers was the major benefactor for
the newest building to be constructed
on the west side of the campus.

“Jim Ayers has been a remark-
able friend of Union, and through
this scholarship program is making
an incredible difference in the lives
of many young men and women,"
explains Dr. David S. Dockery,
Union President. "Dr. Ayers is putting
his Christian commitment into action
by investing in the lives of future
generations.”

“For me,” says Ayers, “helping
people has just been a logical thing to
do. It’s helping your neighbors and
people in your community. It’s what
we’'re all called to do, to give what
we can and do what we are able.”

Jnion’s history!
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Beech Bluff
Bear Creek
Corinth
Decaturville, First
Flatwoods
Lexington, First
Mt. Gilead
Parsons, First
Sand Ridge
Scotts Hill
Union
Wildersville

Beulah

Martin, First

Mt. Olive

Ridgely, First

South Fulton
Tiptonville, First
Union City, First
Union City, Second
Woodland Mills, First

Big Hatchie
Beaver
Covington, First
Faith
Fellowship
Grace

Pleasant Grove
Ripley, First
Smyrna

Carroll-Benton
Bruceton, First
Camden, First
Howse
Huntingdon, First
McKenzie, First
Trezevant, First

Crockett
Alamo, First
Friendship
Gadsden, First
Maury City, First

Dyer

Dyersburg, First
Finley ;
Fowlkes

Halls, First
Macedonia
Newbern, First

Fayette
Somerville, First

Gibson
Antioch
Bethpage
Bradford, First
Calvary - Humboldt
Fellowship
Humboldt, First
Kenton, First
Milan, First
Mount Pleasant
New Bethlehem
Northside

Oak Grove
Oakwood
Poplar Grove
Salem
Trenton, First
West Side

Hardeman

Bolivar, First
Ebenezer

Grand Junction, First

UNION UNIVERSITY CHURCH GIVING REPORT .
September 1, 1999 through August 31, 2000 &

CTED

D
$100.00 $0.00
0.00 55.00
0.00 150.00
0.00 150.00
0.00 7,995.00
100.00 0.00
0.00 5,708.83
500.00 0.00
0.00 100.00
500.00 0.00
0.00 200.00
$1,200.00 $14,358.83
$1,200.00 $1,800.00
100.00 0.00
3,705.37 1,000.00
0.00 5,400.00
0.00 5,212.55
3,900.00 75.00
0.00 2,500.08
600.00 0.00 :
$9,505.37 $15,987.63"°
$0.00 $300.00
3,666.67 14,333.33
600.00 0.00
600.00 0.00
460.00 0.00
2,566.56 0.00
1,336.56 0.00
750.00 0.00
$9,979.79 $14,633.33
$0.00  $2,999.90
0.00 1,188.00
1,500.00 0.00
0.00 9,010.63
0.00 5,000.00
0.00 2.000.00
$1,500.00 $20,198.53
$100.00 $400.00
405.00 0.00
150.00 0.00
2.500.08 : 0.00
$3,155.08 $400.00
$0.00 $4,583.37
0.00 2,210.00 :
0.00 1,000.00
0.00 2,950.00
0.00 150.00
2,444 68 9.778.70
$2,444.68 $20,672.07
$3,500.00 $5,000.00
$3,500.00 $5,000.00
$500.00 $0.00
200.00 0.00
0.00 2.,400.00
593.99 109.31
300.00 0.00
0.00  13,333.33
0.00 2.520.00
0.00 6,250.00
0.00 500.00
1,003.55 0.00
1,200.00 0.00
406.17 0.00
300.00 0.00
1,600.00 0.00
0.00 1,802.19
0.00 7,373.71
- 0.00 30.00
$6,103.71 $34,318.54
$50.00 $1,610.00
0.00 53.60
1,992.00 150.00

Middleton, First 0.00 480.00
Parrans Chapel 0.00 100.00
Saulsbury ' 300.00 0.00
Shandy 0.00 50.00
Toone 0.00 1,882.12
Trinity 150.00 0.00
Walnut Grove 0.00 525.00
West Memorial 0.00 50.00
Whiteville, First 1,200.00 285.00
$3,692.00 $5,185.72
Haywood _
Allen : $500.00 $0.00
Holly Grove 0.00 1,649.99
Poplar Corner 0.00 1,875.00
Shaw's Chapel 550.00 0.00
Stanton 200.00 0.00
Woodland 0.00 3,000.00
Zion 0.00 2.714.40
$1,250.00 $9,239.39
Madison-Chester
Ararat $0.00  $7,500.00
Beech Bluff 0.00 2,556.49
Bemis, First 0.00 834.75
Calvary 0.00 3,935.00
East Union 0.00 3,614.74
Englewood 0:00 »23,833.32
Enville 0.00 250.00
Jackson, First 0.00 22,075.00
Madison 720.00 0.00
Meridian 600.00 0.00
North Jackson 0.00 2,750.00
Northbrook 825.00 0.00
Oakfield 0.00 800.00
Poplar Heights 0.00 2,565.00
West Jackson 0.00 40,188.78
$2,145.00 $110,903.08
Shelby
Ardmore $1,248.20 $0.00
Audubon Park 1,200.00 0.00
Bartlett 0.00 999.96
Broadmoor 2,588.00 0.00
Brookside 0.00 150.00
:  Cherry Road 2,000.04 0.00
i Collierville, First 1,000.00 0.00
:  Emmanuel 0.00 50.00
Faith 0.00 50,000.00
Germantown 0.00 1,300.00
Graham Heights 0.00 390.00
Leawood 1,133.32 0.00
Lucy 0.00 1,455.00
Millington, First 0.00 5,800.00
Mullins Station 1,793.54 0.00
Raleigh 0.00 1,604.00
Trafalgar Village 1,024.87 275.55
$11,987.97 $62,024.51
Shiloh
Adamsville, First $0.00 $3,000.00
Good Hope 600.00 0.00
Gravel Hill 1,500.00 0.00
Mt. Zion 120.00 0.00
Selmer, First 0.00 6,999.96
$2,220.00 $9,999.96
Weakley
Central $1,200.00 $0.00
Dresden, First 0.00 998.68
Gleason, First 0.00 200.00
Jolley Springs 225.00 0.00
New Hope 0.00 200.00
$1,425.00 $1,398.68
Western District :
Big Sandy, First $0.00 $191.84
Maplewood 0.00 5,649.84
Oak Hill 220.00 0.00
Paris, First Sl 0.00 10,000.00
Puryear 1,200.00 625.00
West Paris 0.00 1.000.00
$1,420.00  $17,466.68
Other Churches/Organizations
Abundant Life Christian Fellowship
$0.00 $100.00
Antioch Missionary (AR) 0.00 80.00
Belews Chapel (Bradford, TN)  0.00 100.00
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Brenton Creek (MS) 0.00 100.00
Calvary (IL) 100.00 325.00
Carroll-Benton Baptist Assoc.  0.00 459.51
Central (Clinton) 5,030.73 - 0.00
Christian Community (KY) 0.00 -100.00
Clarksville, First (Cumberland) 0.00 90.00
College Heights (Bledsoe) 0.00 900.00
Dayspring Community (GA) 0.00 400.00
Dexter, First (MO) 0.00 450.00
Easley, First (SC) 0.00 400.00 .
East Rogersville
(Holston Valley) 1,164.39 0.00
Ecru (MS) 0.00 50.00
Fairview, First (Nashville) 0.00 319.00
Forest Hills (Nashville) 0.00 750.00
Grace (Bledsoe) 0.00 200.00
Grace Covenant (Knox) 28.05 0.00
Greenwood, First (MS) 0.00 340.00
Haywood Baptist Association 0.00 49.35
Hendersonville, First (Bledsoe) 0.00 780.00
Immanuel (IL) 0.00 400.00
Jacksboro, First
: (Campbell Co.) 713.32 0.00
i Kenner, First (LA) | 0.00 100.00
:  Knoxville, First (Knox Co.) 1,763.98 0.00
Lakeview (FL) 0.00 1,183.00
Monte Vista (Chilhowee) 6,078.59 0.00
Mountain Home, First (AR) 0.00 100.00
Naples, First (FL) 100.00 707.72
Oak Ridge, First (Clinton) 1,015.27 0.00
Pilgrim (Chilhowee) 12346 0.00
Richland Bible (MI) 0.00 500.00
Salem (Salem) 1,739.77 0.00
Trinity Chapel
Church of God (GA) 0.00 50.00 .
Tupelo, First Evangelical (MS) 0.00 500.00 |
West Frankfort, Second (IL) 0.00 162.54
Western District Association 0.00 250.00
Woodmont (Nashville) 1,626.61 179.00
$19,484.17 $10,125.12

I want to be a part of the work at Un.ion---Univefsiﬁf{;

O Enclosed is my check for § ‘ 2

Q Please charge my gift of $__

VISA Q MasterCard Q

Card #
Exp. Date
Name
Address
City/State/Zip | -

Home Telephone (ﬁ )

Church

Please send me more information on:
¥

0 How my church can set up a scholarship fund for our young peop -"- )
O Including Union in my will i

Q = ~ | 2

——
3

i

I would like to recommend the following student for admission:

Name

Addrcss _ . . :

City/State/Zip

Home Telephone () | | 3 =

Please clip and mail coupon to:
Union University
Office of Institutional Advancement
1050 Union University Drive ® Jackson, TN 38305
901.661.5050 * 1.800.338.6644

www.un.edu
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|.“ _,.gm;t»y has a serious
| | 5 — the highest teenage
Lnay rate per capita of

I.Ilty in the state.
‘t's worse is the number

ed from 93.1 adolescent
ncies per 1,000 females
U 17 in 1998 to 28.9 in

viding alternatives for
+rls who mlght be think-
yut abortion is the task of
>hoice.

nded in 1989 as a min-
of Woodland Baptist
h in Jackson, Birth
Hl > 1ncorporated in 1995
:pened a branch in
lE\FluE and Haywood
- 7 in 1998.

h Choice took over the
ry that Haywood County
.| sts had been providing
* ‘h their own crisis preg-
program, Birth Quest.
yugh supported by
+ Les of various denomina-
Birth Choice has a dis-
x :apt:st flavor.

s Brownsville center is
ol 1 in a building provided

3
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I
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ood County

by Brownsville Baptist Church
at a cost of $1 per year.

The building was renovated
to meet the needs of Birth
Choice by Baptist Men volun-
teers from Haywood Baptist
churches.

Most of the volunteers who
work in the ministry also are
from Haywood Baptist church-
es.

“Baptists have said this is an
issue that is God’s heart and
we're going to make it our
heart,” said Barry Phillips, a
Brownsville banker who serves
on the board of directors for
Birth Choice. His wife, Leslie,
is associate director for Birth
Choice and oversees the
Brownsville center. _

“We have to make people
aware that as Christians abor-
tion is an issue we have to take
a stand on,” Phillips said.

Birth Choice is one of several
crisis pregnancy centers across
the state.

The word that characterizes
the ministry of crisis pregnancy
centers is love, said Leslie
Phillips. “It’s a way we put
hands and feet to what your
heart believes about the issue
of abortion,” she said.

,.‘50" -based Birth Choice expands mi nlstry

"ié‘i‘é%fé S fi?&%ﬁﬁ JL;G;; _am i‘sé“%.:?%

AS A COUPLE Leslie and Barry Phillips are rnvo!ved in Birth

\'..._

Choice, a women'’s resource center that offers help and hope to
young women who find themselves in crisis pregnancies. Leslie
serves as assistant director of the Brownsville center, while her hus-
band serves on the ministry’s board of directors.

Birth Choice provides many
services including free pregnan-
cy tests, information on preg-
nancy and prenatal develop-
ment, information on abortion
procedures/risks, information
on alternatives to abortion
(parenting and adoption), ongo-
ing friendship and emotional
support, and many more.
“We’re not just saying don’t
have an abortion. Instead we
say let us help you with other
options that are available to

"

you.

She noted the ministry also
deals not just with the crisis,
but works on the préeventative
end as well by going into
schools with the message of ab-
stinence and sexual purity.

The ministry goes beyond
the social aspects, her husband
said. “The ladies who volunteer
here are trained and they know
part of their ministry is to lead
girls to Christ which will ulti-
mately lead to change in their

” he said.

behaviors,

Birth Choice receives no gov-
ernment money, the couple
stressed. It is funded through
non-government grants and do-
nations.

The center is hoping to ex-
pand even more by offering
medical services such as ultra-
sounds in the future.

To do so will require a major
financial undertaking, the cou-
ple said. “We’re praying that
God will touch the proper
hearts to make this possible,”
Leslie Phillips said.

One of the center’s greatest
needs in Brownsville is more
volunteers. The center is_open
Monday through Thursday
from 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. “We need
volunteers desperately,” said
Leslie Phillips.

“This 1s a crisis ministry. It
is so important to be available.

If the doors are not open, then .

we’'ve missed her,” she said.

To learn more about the
ministry, call Leslie Phillips at
(901) 772-1043. m
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i hurch Staff Leadership Group. With one foot planted firmly in the past,
-' th the oif-{-__; 'ier ftot into the new millennium. Fo]low:tng are samples of the “tried and true”

2 s stty areas that are covered by the Church Staff Leadership Group:

Transitional Interim Traming
Worship Evaluation Resources
Wortship Leadership Training
Worship Planning/Resources
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Youth Music and Drama Camp

Ghurcl‘r Staff Le,adershrp Group e
11%90555&2093 ext. 2040; www.tnbaptist.org

i




The Missions Awareness and Involvement
Group says thank you, Tennessee Baptists

“It is an
honor to
make
Christ
known by
serving
Tennessee
Baptists.”

“It is our pleasure to
serve you on the

stand ready to help
you discover both
projects and resources
as you labor in the
harvest.”

“Helping Chris-
tian men be-
come the men
God can use.”

Williams

Anita Sloan

“AS we strive to
further God’s work
as servants of our
Lord.”

We’re honored to serve ...

Dianna
Hughes

Partnership/Volunteer
Missions Team, and we

“The best part of
my day is hear-
ing volunteers
who return from
a mission trip
tell of the im-
pact that mis-
sions involve-
ment has had in
their lives.”

“There’s no
greater
honor in
the whole
world than
to be used
by God.”

“If this is the
first day of the

why not spend
it by serving
God with
Tennessee Bap-

tists.”
Marcia Knox . ..

3 .{_.. _h'a:.' - A 4 - ¢

R g
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~Amanda Day

“Helping youth and their

leaders discover a mis-
sions lifestyle by involyv-
ing their heart, head,
and hands is indeed a
joy and a privilege.”

Heather
Wilson

rest of your life,

“I count it a “Itdsa. . . “As we dis-
privilege to privilege to cover the
challenge be a part of Joy of Mis-
Tennessee helping sions’ togeth-
Baptists to children er through
understand and pre- women'’s

and be radi- schoolers events, con-
cally involved i discover sultations,

in the mission Vickie the joy of and train-

of God.” Anderson missions.” Sumrall ing”

Erin Israel

‘I enjoy work-
ing along side
Tennessee Bap- -
tists because

we all work as
a team to

reach the same
goal, which is
winning souls
to Christ.”

Bob Davison

Carol
Davidson

&
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“Honored to
serve with Ten-
nessee Baptists as
we work to in-
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‘1 am honored
to be a part of
what God is do-
ing through
Tennessee Bap-
tist missions
around the
world.”

e
b
, L)
“It gives me great pl |«
sure to know that tk 8
area of ministry Gog (%2
has called me to he] (8%
change the livesof [
countless Tennessee [0
Baptist young peopl "¢

around the state” '?“':;'
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“I am honored
to serve Christ
by serving

Tennessee Bap-
tists, because |
feel that God
called me to
serve others"

o
! r!,,;fe

i

‘I'am glad to serve Tennessee E“pﬂ
Baptists every day as an insts Il
ment of God working constas Ihie
to do my part in equiping tie Sl
saints and building His kingdl {}
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Dene to every church
Mashburn  jp our state”

Wtz
lar}
i
el

troduce Woman'’s
Missionary
Union, missions,
and missionaries

[t is a blessing
and a privilege to
serve in such a
community of
faith.”

“It is a grﬁe;i[ ey
opportunity t0' S
assist in the mi Y
istries of many ',',"f”]}_]
fellow laborers St

=

Jewell Burke
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YNSVILLE — When
4 Russell ran for the
of sheriff of Haywood
B e ran on his Christian

> sen years later Russell
| s true to those Christ-
g 1 years I have never
b ered a bribe. I think
e cause people know my
in beliefs,” affirmed
a life-long resident of

1 County.
was ever offered a
e person would be ar-
n the spot,” the Hay-

)u_nty sheriff said. “I
yowing I can go home
ght with a clear con-

ind go to sleep.”

311 accepted Christ at
of 12 and has been an
| ember of Antioch Bap-
: cch ever since. He cur-
| »rves as Sunday School

endent, assistant mu-
#l :tor, and a member of

ninating and budget
= ees.
g ell admits the job he
1ads itself to tempta-

Every day I ask the
3l guide my life and keep

HAYWOOD COUNTY Sheriff Raymond Russell stands outside his

office in Brownsville. Russell is an active member of Antioch Baptist

Church.

the temptations away,” the
sheriff said.

Russell’s jurisdiction covers
about 500 square miles. He
oversees the work of 15
deputies and 35 total employ-
ees.

Earlier this summer Russell
took a stand on a controversial
issue even though he knows it
could hurt him politically in

@uth Leaders

fale your plans now to

‘af nd the

outheast Conclave!

{ Three great days'to renew
our spirit and encourage
-our ministry. Youth workers

om Alabama, Georgia,

outh Carolina, and
ennessee will join together

r three great days of praise
nd learning. Be prepared; ~

r great speakers -- creative
jrama -- praise and worship

challenging seminars.

Make Conclave 2001 a time

O renew your family! Be

ure to bring your family to

njoy the sites of
-hattanooga!

Mark your calendars now
nd make your plans to be at

.onclave 2001.

For more information, call
1-800-746-4422, ext. 234.

ctive seminars on toplcs-

dership, school violence,
pleship, Bible'Study,

p-

u..y_,hsm missions and

youth ministry programming.

- ]
» )
-r- ol
X

the future.

He became involved in an
effort to keep packaged beer
out of the city of Brownsville.
While there is beer sold in
the county it has been kept
out of the city. He noted pro-
ponents said selling beer in
the city would increase rev-
enue.

“There comes a time when

LOUIE GIGLIO

ywood Cunty sheriff stands up for convictions

you have to stop putting a dol-
lar figure on everything,” Rus-
sell maintained.

“We need to take a stand
for what is right,” he af-
firmed.

“Politically, it might not
have been a good stand for
me,” Russell continued, noting
he comes up for re-election in
2001.

“As a Christian it was a
stand I had to take.”

Russell went to the City
Council meeting the night they
were voting to put it on a refer-
endum. He spoke against beer
sales in the city. The council
later defeated the propos-
al in a close vote.

In a similar mat-
ter last year, Rus-
sell and others
stood up against
adult video stores
and were able to
keep them out of -
the city.

In addition to his church
roles, Russell also serves on
the moral and ethics commit-
tee of Haywood Baptist Associ-
ation.

“Jesus had no reservations
about going to the cross for
me,” Russell affirmed.

“I have no reservations

difference ' iff’s

about speaking out on what is
morally wrong and would af-
fect the people of this commu-
nity.”

Russell admitted one of
the hardest parts of his job
is seeing “good people who
go through suffering and
pain” while “others who nev-

er do anything

good for any-
body” seem to
live a care-free
life.

Part of his ra-
tionale for run-
ning for the sher-
office 14

years ago was his
desire to help
people.

“I enjoy helping people, not
a person who has violated the
law, but a person who walks
into this office with a prob-
lem,” Russell said.

“I've had the opportunity to -

witness to a lot of people.
That’s been a blessing to be
able to do that.” &

Youth Leader Conference
Feb. 22-24, 2001

THE SKIT GUYS

JOEL ENGLE
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One million baptisms = Record volunteer missions involvement =

$750 million in CP and other missions gifts
which leads to the question...
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$225 million to sup-
port international mis-
sions

(5100 million in CP
gifts and $125 million in
Lottie Moon gifts)

$118 mﬂﬁun“" |
ters and missionar
through ourse n:
universities, a
leges

(843 nuzzmusa

“o the trend of deven
$75 million state

condecutive yeard of record
(midasionary) appoint-
ments will require addi-
tional funding for mis-
stonary support...” |

Dr. Jerry Rankin
President, IMB

President G
Southwestern Baptist

.....

zfl;;llisg :,Zl?;{:z:fb We asked the presidents of our entities and seminaries this question. Here is $8 million will go

A a sampling of their responses and a broad breakdown of how your gifts will SBufaizrzrgef :
el S b be used as we wrap our arms around the world as Partners in the Harvest: ministers and wie i
inform Christiand, _ ~ the Southern Baptis ,‘ﬁ@
through print, the Inter- . — Fuundatmn,s | 2

net, and other media out-

ating costs, anc l':_i he
lets, of the biblical prinei- g -

tist World Allia

ples which address the | ' =i
pressing ethical, moral, $121 million to evangelize and plant churches throughout North America
docial andipible goiicy (350 million Annie Armatrong, $46 million CP gifts, $25 million state mistions offerings)
lddued of our families and
our culture.” ... plant strategic new churches in Cmﬂa and ... develop customized ads au3 pmmae train- T A

: ing fw- effective direct evangelism dtrafegy using media to maximize dw wanaf m’ _nwﬂam tnmé- L& $275m11h 1 f
Dr. I.hehard Land nalag:w in reaching peapfe for Christ... © S LRt e e ~ support the l
President G ' e | | il o - i efforts of fort '
Ethics & Religious Dr. Bob Reccord | | = e Bl e Al ~ conventions ai

Liberty Commission . President, NAMB - s T - | - A -: = S5 ships.

As you plan your 2001 budget, prayerfully consider increasing your gifts to CP missions by at least one percent o
church budget in honor of the 75th anniversary of CP Missions. Six billion people are waiting for us to act

Dollar figures are approximate. Collection and distribution of CP and missions offerings will be handled in the usual manner.

.

For more information on the Cooperative Program, contact Gary Rickman of the Tennessee Baptist Convention staff at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 2020, (615) 371-
grickman@tnbaptist.org. -
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h INA — Ken Hubbard

Hood have a close re-

 1ip. Hubbard, senior
| First Baptist Church
reaches every other
1 the mornings and
astor, preaches on the
' mornings Hubbard
&ach They do the
1 Sunday evenings on
‘e weeks.

songregation seems to
variety and thrive on
dership of the two
1e church has had to
hird Sunday morning
although it moved into

| ago.

sard and Hood also
e other responsibilities
§ rs — visiting people in
§ yital and nursing home,
| ing weddings and fu-
assisting church com-
§3, and leading other

wetivities.
have no strict division
: r, the duo reported.
i1s one man requested
s of the unified front
esent and either will
5 they determine their

1 pastor with ease

schedules, explained Hood and
Hubbard.

If one has a special relation-
ship with a person getting
married or interest in a com-
mittee’s work, he chooses that
assignment. Generally the
men work as co-pastors. If they
disagree, Hubbard would make
the final decision, but they
can’t recall ever disagreeing.

For transition

Hubbard asked the congre-
gation seven months before its
move into its new building to
consider a proposal. That was
to call Pat Hood, then associ-

Ainisters find way to transition from

bard as senior pastor. That
was 1in 1998. :
The action on Hubbard’
part was one of selflessness,
observed Hood. Since the pro-
posal was presented as one
item, Hubbard risked his posi-
tion by fully supporting Hood.
Hubbard also took the risk of
presenting a new leadership
paradigm. Finally, Hubbard’s
timing meant he would share
leadership in the new building,
rather than retaining that for
himself, noted Hood.
According to Hubbard, it
was the right thing to do for

ate pastor, as pastor and Hub-

the church, for a young minis-
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PAT HOOD, left, pastor, First Baptist Church, Smyrna, and Ken

Hubbard, senior pastor, relax in Hubbard'’s office at the church.

pastor

ter who felt called to the pas-
torate, and for himself, he ex-
plained.

Hubbard began sharing pas-
toral duties with Hood in 1996,
two years after Hood was
called as minister of youth.
Hood began preaching about
once a month on Sunday morn-

- 1ngs.

Hubbard explained not long
after Hood was called to the
church he “saw the potential in
him,” he said. Soon he suggest-
ed the church call Hood as as-
sociate pastor.

Based on Scripture

They base their relationship
on Elijah/Elisha, Moses/
Joshua, and Paul/Timothy.

Hubbard has mentored him,
said Hood, and he has benefit-
ted from Hubbard’s 13 years of
service to the church, about 50
total years of sarvice in
churches, and three years of
work as a missionary to Africa.

Benefits

Many benefits result from
such a leadership transition,
said the two men.

Hubbard has been able to
work more years and even has
been able to eliminate his
blood pressure medicine, he
said.

The congregation retained a
good minister, said Hubbard,
referring to Hood. And both
ministers pointed out the con-
tinuity provided by the transi-
tion. The church won't lose fo-
cus or momentum while
searching for and calling a pas-
tor and learning how to work
with him. And after a pastor
has served for a long time, that
process is often lengthy.

The church staff won’t need
to be uncertain about their sta-
tus during a usual transition
from one pastor to a new pas-
tor. In fact, the church has
called several staff members
recently, which might not have
been possible with a lone pas-
tor facing retirement.

The experience “gives a
deep satisfaction,” said Hub-
bard, who recently announced
his retirement in April 2001.
Through Hood and their rela-
tionship, which they plan to
continue after he retires, “I can
still have an impact, still help
those people I have served,” he
explained. B&R

Take This Simple Test

Christian retirement residence they can afford.

(d You know someone in your church, who, when they reach retirement, will need a

(J You know someone in your church who will need assisted living and nursing home

care in the future, but may not have a place to go that is caring, comfortable, afford-
able, safe — and most of all — confidently Christian.

[J You know a church family who has an adult loved one who is developmentally dis-
abled, but cannot find a caring Christian group home for them.

... if you checked one box ...

... then you know why there is a growing need for ...

Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes

Senior Adult Ministries

Adult Developmental Disabilities Minisiries

Special Friends Camps

Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes is a benevolent Christian ministry providing quality
residential care for senior and developmentally disabled adults

Celebrating 25 years of service with thanks

to the Tennessee Baptist Convention

® For Cooperative Program support

® For Golden State Missions Offering support
® For the Father’s Day special offering

® For the “Called To Care” Campaign
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PEW UPHOLSTERING & REFINISHING |

CLASS!F‘i" |

North America, compared to

$14,031,208.45 in October |Pows= New. Refinsning + Uphoisering| | ENERGINEE REW CUEHIONS
1999. The SBC fiscal year be- Steeples, Baptistries, Furniture, - COMPLETE RENOVATIONS MISCELLANEQUS
gan Oct. 1. bl UL 50-year-old church neec
In designated giving during _ www.pews.net  Tioe Nathan’s Liading Charch Removction Spécilaists. 10-foot pews to l’epl&aaprg
October, the total of e-mail: wilway @peop.tdsnet.com wﬂgmwﬂmjmqm badly worn pews. cOﬁtEt,‘t
$2,265,186.60 was 10.26 per- tor James Adams, (423)
cent below the October 1999 [Are your seniors tired of crawling over the 5159 (home). Belmont B
total of $2,524,179.18. HUMP? The solution is a 15-passenger van | S : Church, Mt. Carmel. '

For the SBC Cooperative with an aisle, raised roof, and electric step.

SBC giving shows  Program Allocation Budget, e e ~ MINISTRIES — MUS|
: : . the $14,489,661 in CP giving Buses! Vans! People Movers! First Baptist Church, Mg
ﬁﬂfreg;ge ,ﬂ OC#@ber was 103 percent of the bUdget' www.tri-statevanbus.com ; Vi”E, GH'CUpDErhill, TEI'
Baptist Press . ed $13,999,698. m - . seeking a full-time minis
BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES == music/senior adults, P

send resume to John Way

NASHVILLE — Octﬂber re- - ,(J_ Manufaciurers Baplisings

, _ _ _ Master’s Level Studies
ceipts for the Southern Baptist s W =
LEuDéL F&H:JE'Em '

i
Convention’s Cooperative Pro- | Al Master of Divinity (M.Div.) with
gram posted a 3.27 percent in- !lg FAX: 804-822-2210 s specialized tracks in Christian Education;

Baptist Church, P.O. Bo:
McCaysville, GA 30555.

crease over the same month a Fi0/ax 200 EDarvi Ve k841 3 Church Music; Collegiate Ministries; MINISTRIES — OTHI
year ago, according to Morris International or North American Church A Christian couple who'se

BAPTISTRIES \ Planting; and Youth Ministry.

{ HEATERS, PUMPS Master of Arts (M.A.) with specialized
) FACTORY DIRECT

TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679

H. Chapman, SBC Executive

Committee president.
A total of $14,489,661.57

serve the Lord in a full-tirr
istry is wanted. You can
tracks in Christian Education; Church Music; Biblical ter to children who have:

was ];ecei'vid t:'J slupport Sﬂu?h‘ www.fiberglasschurchprod.com Archaeology; Biblical Languages; and Counseling. . victim to broken homes,
ern Baptist missions and min- k FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. donment, abuse and .i'l
- . ON PIKE « C NOOGA, TN 37415 2 . ! s '
istries globally and across N U e j On-Line Stlldy = Computer Assisted Seminary Come and help us make
Education (CASE) allows students to take Master’s level ference in the lives of the |

seminary courses from home. dren. They need your lo
your Christian witness. C

. ry Taylor at Palmer Ho
DL CTETRSIUTHTEY | Children (662) 328-521
Doctor of Educational Minlstry (D.E.M.) provides mail at jandjservhim@c
students with a high level of excellence in the practice of See us at www.palmer
educational ministry. Org:
Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) gives students specialized '@ b '@
Comedy with a Christiz

training in the practice of Christian ministry. : )
Programs include seminars, supervised ministry, and a ministry project sage. Entertainment for
Night Out” and mixed a

events. Women's retre
For more gram, too. MARY Kruli

Midwesgem Bap?ist information, call Christian Comedian, (8¢
Theological Seminary  1-800-944-6287 2223 or e-mail, Ha

Snorkel@aol.com. Brif
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We are a caring community
~ devoted to Healing with love
_in the Christian tradition.
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Application and Registration forms are available on-line at www.mbts.edu

Harrison Chilhowee Baptist Acad

HetreaUConference Center Bible Training Center: |
The Klng s Academy (Grades K-1 2) i

We respect the dlgmty
- and worth of each person.
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202 Smothers Road, Seymour, TN 37865
Phone — (865) 573-8321




tinued from page 1

s,mendments were
.ﬂ"ech#e immediately.
action was reported to
& ptist and Reflector late
| -ek prior to the 2000 an-
L qeeting of the messen-
L ‘ho constitute the con-
0 1.
L we join our Baptist
.rs and sisters in Ger-
l { wn, we hope our board’s

will contribute to a spir-
slebration and renewal,”
4 on said.

‘hairman, the East Ten-
paBtDl‘ presides over the

s alI-Baptlst governing

d bya unanimous vote.

-ing the full trustee
B 1z in October, trustees

red the following resolu-
bt hich was to be released
§ the charter change was

ereas, Carson-Newman
= 1s the creation of East
‘5see Baptists, begun be-
here was a Tennessee
i £ Convention;
ereas, Carson-Newman
se and the Tennessee
st Convention have en-
a long history of volun-

tary cooperation rooted in mu-
tual confidence, shared faith,
and a commitment to common
ministries;

Whereas, the board of
trustees of the college holds
this institution in trust for the
purpose of providing a liberal
arts education in a Christian
environment for the benefit of
the men and women who come
to the college;

Whereas, the board of
trustees is committed to guard
and execute this trust, and to
conduct the affairs of the col-
lege in the exercise of the
Board’s best judgment, prayer-
fully seeking the will of God
and the leadership of the Holy
Spirit; now, therefore, be it

Resolved,

(1) That the board of
trustees commends Carson-
Newman College to the Bap-
tists of Tennessee and to the
Tennessee Baptist Convention
as an institution through
which God’s work is being
done, and the board of trustees
expresses the hope that the
Baptists of this state will con-
tinue to share in that work
through the partnership which
the college and the convention

From here
to anywhere.

mont University

have long found mutually help-
ful;

(2) That the board of
trustees, in the exercise of its
authority to manage and direct
the affairs of the college, here-
by amends the college’s charter
and bylaws effective upon the
filing of the charter amend-
ment with the Secretary of
State for Tennessee, amending
its charter and bylaws to pro-
vide that the Tennessee Bap-

tist Convention may select -

those persons the convention
would have serve on the board
of trustees of the college and to
provide that the board of
trustees will appoint those per-
sons the convention elects to
serve as trustees for so long as
the college and the convention
remain affiliated; and

(3) That the president and
the chairman of the board of
trustees register the charter
amendment with the Secre-
tary of State for Tennessee;
and communicate this action
to Tennessee Baptists, and to
the president and the execu-
tive director-treasurer of the
Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion, the convention’s Consti-
tution and Bylaws Committee,
Executive Board, and Educa-

What a privilege it is for me to work at Belmont. | have seen
some extraordinary things since arriving on campus last spring:

N amends its charter and bylaws ...

tion Committee.

With the filine of the char-
ter change, t following
amendment to ti.c college’s by-
laws becomes effective.

Article 11

Affiliation with the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention

“The college and the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention
have enjoyed a heritage of co-
operation rooted in shared
faith and a commitment to
common ministries. The coop-
eration is voluntary. The col-
lege respects the autonomy of
the convention under the con-
trol of its Executive Board and
messengers, and the conven-
tion respects the autonomy of
the college under the control of
its board of trustees.

“The affiliation is marked
by convention support of the
college, by college support of
the convention, by cooperative
ministries, and by convention
participation in the selection of
the college’s trustees. As long
as the affiliation exists, those
persons elected by the conven-
tion as trustees of the college
will assume the office of
trustee as provided by these
bylaws.” m

Cumberland Gap
calls new DOM

For Baptist and Reflector

HARROGATE — Cumber-
land Gap Baptist Association
has called Clayton Dunsmore as
director of mis-
sions, effective
Dec. 1. = 3

Dunsmore 8L a
has been serv- §
ing as pastor of |
Cedar Fork [
Baptist Church,
Phllﬁd&lphla ;
He also has DUNSMORE
been pastor o
other churches in Sweetwater
and McMinn-Meigs Baptist as-
sociations.

He also served as a church
planter and pastor in Battle
Creek, Mich.

Dunsmore and his wife,
Frances, have two children and
two grandchildren. B

e an incredibly committed, student-oriented and
scholarly faculty

e 3 staff that has received national recognition for
the quality of service they deliver to students

e talented students who "wow" me at every

encounter

e thousands of alumni and other supporters who
are drawn to Belmont because of who we are and
who we serve in a caring, Christian environment

e Trustees and Regents that care deeply about
Belmont and her students

e and a campus that responds daily to being at
home in a vibrant, growing, most remarkable city,

Nashville.

Thank you for your continued support and the privilege we

Bob Fisher, President

Belmont University
Inaugurated 4th President

September 29, 2000

share in being a part of Belmont. | look
forward to meeting many of you this week.

BELMONT
UNIVERSITY
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Recently; when I

. attended a major

- sporting event, I no-
¢ ticed a sign near the
- gate as | gave my
ticket to the gate at-
tendant that read,
“Absolutely No Re-Entry.” In other words, if you come
out, don’t expect to get back in.

While there is.no such rule for the church some
church members often find it difficult to re-enter active
participation in the church after an extended absence. =

People forsake regular church attendance for any
number of legitimate or illegitimate reasons. Some get
their feelings hurt about some action or statement.
Some find it difficult to return to church after a divorce.
Some have a work schedule that conflicts with the
scheduled services of the church. Some don’t like the
current pastor or staff. Some must miss services to care
for relatives or friends who are ill.
traumatic loss which leads to such a severe state of spir-
itual disillusionment that it is difficult for them to re-
turn to church. Some choose a habit or hobby that lures
them away from active church attendance. Some move
from another town where they were once active and
somehow fail to make a connection with a church in
their new locale. And some never intend to withdraw
from church participation, but after missing a few suc-
cessive Sundays, they find it difficult to return.

No matter how at home you once felt in your church,
an extended absence can cause you to feel some anxiety
about returning. Some fear being rejected. Others worry
about being stigmatized or verbally chastised about
missing. Still, others wrestle with extreme personal
guilt about being away from church.

Whatever the reason for your recent lack of involve-
ment, most any church will welcome you back gladly and
graciously, and maybe even, inconspicuously.

If you have been out of church for a while, how can
you re-enter graciously? First, you may just want to
start back to church. No questions. No explanations.
Just make a firm decision that it is time for you and your
family to start back to church and then do it. You may be
surprised how welcomed you feel when you return.

Second, if you live alone or if you are extremely anx-
ious about your return, you may want to make contact
with a trusted friend who still attends and say some-
thing like, “I plan to attend services this Sunday. Can I
sit with you?”

Third, some may prefer to contact their minister and
acknowledge their desire to return to full participation
in the church. This enables the minister to affirm their
decision and allows the minister the privilege of quietly
welcoming the family or individual back into the active
life of the congregation.

Life is too short and worship is too important to
spend your days disconnected or estranged from your
congregation. If you have responsibilities which prohibit
your active church attendance now, contact your minis-
ter and find other ways to stay connected. If for some
reason, you have wandered away from active participa-
tion in the church, is there any better time than now to
return? B — Howard is pastor of First Baptist Church,
Corbin, Ky. This was printed in the newsletter of Union Av-
enue Baptist Church, Memphis.

Start With a

Smile: Teller to
customer at drive-
up window: “That
dog sure loves you,
cuddling up so

tomer: “No. He thinks he is at McDonald’s.”

Take this Truth: Perception is, for many people, the

larger part of reality.
Memorize this Scripture: “If ye have faith ... ye

shall say unto this mountain, be thou removed ...
shall be done.” — Matthew 21:21

Pray this Prayer: Lord, help me to realize the world
has yet to see what would happen if one man would give

himself completely to Jesus Christ completely wﬂhuut'

any reservation. &

Some encounter a

., The suffering servant

By Marvin Nail

2.
-

Focal Passage: Isaiah 53:1-12

We live in a time when our society demands that we

achieve success before we can consider ourselves worthy

 of notice. Some of us work so hard to achieve this suc-. "-'-'
heaven taking on hu-

cess that we end up destreymg our lives and often the
lives of those who love us as well. We struggle so hard to
get there that we can no longer enjoy the fruits of our

- labors.

Jesus in his earthly ministry turned all ideas upside
down. He spoke of greatness being exemplified in service
rather than mastery. He spoke of wealth in terms of giv-

ing rather than having. In this great song in Isalah we

find a foreshadowing of the ministry
of the Messiah for which Israel had
waited so long. From this side of the
cross we can easily see those words
fitting the Messiah known to us as
Jesus.

The servant’s life (vv. 1-3).
This choice servant of God appeared to have every possi-
ble negative to his life. He didn’t have the glamorous im-
age thought to be required in a person who wants to
make it to the top. He presented a very depressing im-

age that could not possibly attract followers except out of
sympathy. He seemed to embody Murphy’s law that any-

thing that could go wrong did.

~ Jesus was conceived in a woman who was not even
married. He grew up in a small town of poor parents. At
any given time he had only a few followers he could
count on to stick with him. A more unlikely leader of the
people of God could hardly be imagined. But God has a
way of choosing people like that to do his greatest work.
He seldom chooses the rich and powerful, probably be-

cause they are so distracted by such things that they can

hardly hear him anyway.
The servant’s suffering (vv. 4-6). Probably the de-

ciding factor in the rejection of God’s message by some -

people is that the messenger does not seem to be living a
eharmed existence somewhere above the normal prob-

‘Iems ef hfe the rest of
us endure This servant
‘was very ‘much one of

"that Servant of God in all his punty

ther.

us in-social standing
and in his tragic end. |
Jesus came from

man flesh and pitching his tent amon fi_-___. :
tells us that his life was much like oy
spects. He faced the same urges that )
He experienced all the raw edges of h
an untimely death, But that death ws
it would be for the rest of us, Somehu

possible benefit to
The servant’s -., .
His death at the hands ¢ oft
ties: was the mest_
death was totally u:
spite of the travesty- 0 ﬁ.f
he was not
curse for his killers on his lips. Far from',: ais
ecutioners, Jesus was heard praying fﬁ_ - the
while. He endured the ignominy of villa inous
ions in his death. i
Everything about the scene at Calvar
feat and abandonment by God. Yet e:ven
standers and fellow-sufferers were drawn
power that was above those dire circumst:
The servant’s victory (vv. 10-12).
are never rewarded for success as measu
world. God measures success in terms of fa
This “suffering servant” pictured by Is
a terrible failure by human standards, was§
faithful and deserving of reward by f -r'

The apostle Paul quoting the words 1! &
Christian hymn, declared that it was the ver
ness of Jesus which brought him the ---"?g-
tion of God (Philemon 2:5-11). — Nail, a former

close. Does he do it
all the time?” Cus-

and it

By Rick Roberts

Focal Passage:
Acts 14:1-7, 19-22a, 25-26

Continuing despite opposition
(vv. 1-3). The strategy of Paul and
Barnabus upon entering a city to
evangelize seems to have been to
start in a local Jewish synagogue.
The reason for this of course was that
if they started with the Gentiles they
would have been prohibited from go-
ing to the synagogues at all. By mak-
ing their first proclamations in the
synagogues Paul and Barnabus not
only had an opportunity to preach
Christ to the Jews but to the God
fearing Gentiles present as well. This
was the strategy used at Iconium and
evidently with much success as we
are told that a great multitude of
Jews and Greeks believed the Gospel,
However, as is always the case when
the Gospel of Christ is proclaimed
there were some who would not be-

-lieve. The word that is translated

“unbelieving” means “to disobey” and
in fact one could translate verse 2
this way, “But the Jews who were
disobedient...” and it would be per-

fectly acceptable: The significance of
the word is that the greatest disobe- -

dience one can display toward God is
not to believe in Jesus Christ. These

disobedient Jews who would not be- -

lieve were not satisfied to be unbe-
lievers themselves, “stirred up” the
Gentiles against the new converts

. and “poisoned” the Gentiles’ minds.

Here again Luke uses very colorful
words to express the actions of these

unbehevers While we do not know
what exactly these Jewish unbeliev-
ers were saying it is clear what they
were doing. They were slowly going
around poisoning public opinion
against Paul and Barnabus and the

new believers. These efforts, rather

than dissuading Paul and Barnabus,
only served to intensify the preaching
and teaching efforts of the two mls-
sionaries.

Continuing despite rejeetmn
(vv. 4-7), The sad

truth is that when “xplo
the Gospel is pro- & ==
claimed thereis = .. O&

division between
those who believe -
the Gospel and those Whe rejefct the

Gospel. It has always been that way
and it will continue to be that way
until Christ returns to establish his i
_ Paul and Barna
Though they were forced to leave
Iconium, Barnabus and Paul contin-

r1ghteeus reign up_qu__t_‘,_]_:us earth.

ued to proclaim the truth in the sur-
reundmg cities. They dld nut' give up
even though tI'iere was- eppemtmn fo

‘the Gospel they were pmclalmmg

We should do the same.
Contmumghdesplte vmlence

(vv. 19-22a). While preaehmg in

Lystra Jews frum Antiech and Ico-~

may have been there on business or

“they mey he.xre come. eﬁnctly for the

purpose of dlsruptmg the work of
these great evangellste Whatever

“ the reason for their presence, they

persuaded the crowd to reject Paul

- ued to preach tﬁ
This time they p ul

3 where they
nium eame to the city. Why they
‘came to the tuty is not clear. They

pastor, works at LlfeWay Christian Resources \

Demonstratlng commitment

and Barnabus and"*-"*
proclaimed. Now, t
lence became e r

by the fact that T;’““
Stenmg was a Jems for:

fit to bury Paul hu

outside of town. In
only did the mob be

surprise, Paul re r 353_.;;-.-
right back into the
‘Barnabus. What cc
and what a grea{;__

duress and ence again

_.I]er’l:ajir and here hey

suecess. -‘. -1
25-26) Paul andv arn
ed the work thex =
When they ref 1

themselves hut ga Vi
‘to God. They finis
‘before them. Hew* ' TIE
well today. Meny- start
_the ones who finish W
'-glerytoGnd Fio
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Six cozy gathering lounges, and a spacious lobby with a magnificent three stﬂry ﬁrepfaﬂe

LindenValley Baptist Conference Center
Call Toll Free (877) 354-6336

Forty luxurious guest rooms, with a view of either the river or wooded hillside. L
Amenities include two full size beds, two lavatories, ceiling fans, and telephone.
Conference center space for one hundred fifty that can be divided into four smaller rooms.
Two pleasant screened porches and a large open air porch, each with plenty of rocking chairs.
Majestic Grand Staircase leads to a scenic upper level sitting area that overlooks the river.
Relaxing one hundred fifty yard long river walk overlooking the meandering Buffalo River.
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Red Cross, NAMB

forge agreement

on Diaster Relief
Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — The
American Red Cross signed an
agreement with the Southern
Baptist North American Mission
Board Nov. 2 that continues a
longstanding disaster relief part-
nership between the agencies, a
partnership that last year re-
sulted in a combined savings of
an estimated $14 million.

The “statement of under-
standing” is the third since 1986
to address formally a relation-
ship that has existed since 1970.
The partnership has allowed
Southern Baptist disaster relief
units to work closely with the
American Red Cross in meal
preparation, child care, cleanup,
and recovery after major storms
and in other efforts.

New items addressed in the
agreement include a formal de-
sceription of the existing relation-
ship between the two organiza-
tions in chaplaincy services and
“aviation incident response.”

John Clizbe, vice president
for disaster relief services for the
American Red Cross, commend-
ed Southern Baptist efforts as a
model of how nonprofit organiza-
tions can work together syner-

gistically.

“We value this relationship
enormously,” he said before a
public signing of the agreement

at NAMB'’s offices here. B

State communities
fight liquor battles

For Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Christians
across Tennessee fought battles
against liquor in the recent elec-
tion with varying degrees of suc-
cess.

Eight cities or towns dealt
with the issue on the Nov. 7 bal-
lot, according to Wayman Jones,
president of the Tennessee Drug
Awareness Council, who helped
mobilize forces in those commu-
nities.

In McMinnville, voters de-
feated liquor by the drink by 11
votes — 1,982 to 1,971.

Union City voters defeated
liquor by the drink by a margin
of 2,171 to 2,069.

Liquor by the drink bills were
approved in Mt. Juliet (2,861 to
2,201), Lewisburg (1,637 to
1,287), and Paris (2,059 to
1,910).

Linden voters defeated three
bills pertaining to alcohol — by
the drink (1,561 to 984), package
store (1,432 to 1,151), and dis-
tillery, 1,334 to 1,236).

In Athens, voters approved
liquor by the drink by a margin
of 2,290 to 2,172, but defeated
package stores by a vote of 2,372
to 2,062,

Each community that lost a
referendum has faced this issue
three or four times, Jones said.

“All the dry forces in every
community that faced liquor ref-

fort,” he added. ®

Southern Baptist

erendums this year are to be
commended for their superb ef-

tain annuities funded
from defined contribu-
tion accumulations,
as well as Plan A re-
tired and deferred
benefits. Also receiv-
ing the increase will
be persons eligible for

incumbents regain

seats in Congress
Baplist Press

WASHINGTON — Twenty-
five Southern Baptists seeking
re-election to Congress retained
their seats in the Nov. 7 ballot-
ing.

Among the representatives
who were re-elected were two
Tennessee Baptists — William
Jenkins, R., First District, First
Baptist Church, Rogersville, and
Zach Wamp, R., Third District,
Red Bank Baptist Church, Chat-
tanooga. W

Annvity Board
trustees affirm CP

Baptist Press

DALLAS — Annuity Board
trustees approved a 5 percent in-
crease for most annuitants and
adopted a resolution affirming
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s Cooperative Program dur-
ing their Nov. 6-7 meeting in
Dallas.

Upon recommendation of the
trustees’ administrative policy
committee, a 6 percent increase
in benefits was approved effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2001 for most annui-
tants receiving benefits estab-
lished for periods of 60 months
or longer.
~ The increase will apply to cer-

For Baptist and Reflector

torical Society.

Program.

Baptist leaders.

history.

BRENTWOOD — There is help available for

those interested in reporting Baptist history, ac-
cording to leaders of the Southern Baptist His-

Launched earlier this year, the plan involves
a complete Baptist History Book Publishing

Books eligible for consideration by SBHS in-
clude histories of Baptist churches, associations,
conventions, fellowships, colleges, universities,
divinity schools, seminaries, and newspapers.

Other subjects of history include Woman’s
Missionary Unions, Baptist Men’s ministries,
student ministries, and memoirs/biographies of

The SBHS has been independent of the
Southern Baptist Convention since 1995 when
the SBC announced its intention to terminate
the SBC Historical Commission to which the
SBHS functioned as an auxiliary. It was kept
alive by interested Baptists and again began
full-time operation last summer. SBHS leaders ty.
immediately initiated plans for a strong empha-
sis on publishing books of Baptist interest and

As a result, the Baptist History Book Publish-
ing Program was born. The service is provided
by SBHS in association with Fields Publishing

SBHS publishing program to help
Baptist churches preserve history

Inc., a Nashville firm, headed by Tim Fields,
managing editor of The Southern Baptist Educa-

tor.

The program is simple but unique and thor-
ough, according to Charles Deweese, SBHS ex-
ecutive director. :

- Deweese says the purpose is to publish histo-
ry books about Baptists. He says professional
services will be offered from “beginning to actu-
al publication.”

Deweese and others interested in Baptist his-
tory realize that some good books may never be
published because authors may not know where
to go for publication or how to prepare a project.

The SBHS program remedies that problem
by offering a comprehensive step-by-step plan-
ning packet, as well as personal advice and sug-
gestions along the way to publication. The kit is
informative and provides guidance for the
prospective publisher. |

The program is geared to fit the needs of in-
dividual Baptist churches and the staff will
discuss potential books with any Baptist enti-

Interested individuals should contact the
SBHS office, located at the Baptist Center in
Brentwood, for more information about the book
publishing program. Call Deweese at 1-800-966-
2278 or write him at P.O. Box 728, Brentwood,
TN 37024. m — Wm. Fletcher Allen

o ‘-._1! S

International Mission
Board past-service
benefits (deferred or
in pay status).
Persons still em-
ployed, who have de-
ferred Plan A bene-
fits, will receive the
increase on Plan A
when they annuitize
that portion of their
retirement program.
The 5 percent in-
crease will raise the
Plan A benefit to 283
percent of its original
formula benefit.
Trustees unani-
mously approved the
resolution affirming
the Cooperative Pro-
gram, Southern Bap-
tists’ unified channel
for supporting nation-
al and international
missions and min-

istries.
The resolution
stated: et the

trustees of the Annu-
ity Board of the
Southern Baptist
Convention stand to-
gether with the
churches and entities
of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention in

s S

Brave campus mi

Robert Joseph, a red-shirt e
Union University, jumps ove =i
Minister Todd Brady and E (&
Bulldog during a slam-dunk Wi
tion during Moonlight Madne Wi
officially kicked off the collec sask
ball season. |

their affirmation of
the Cooperative Program.”

The trustees also stated, “...
we encourage all Southern Bap-
tists to resist any effort that
would threaten to diminish the
Cooperative Program and call
upon the churches to maintain
the historiec partnership that has
existed between the local congre-
gations, associations, state con-
ventions, and Southern Baptist
Convention entities.” B

Media coverage of
election not good,
say Baptist profs

Baptist Press

NEW YORK — TV networks
reported that Al Gore had won
the state of Florida, but recanted
just hours before they declared
George W. Bush the president-
elect, then took it back during a
bizarre night of election cover-
age that left everyone, including
Baptist journalists, disappointed

- and concerned.

The media’s handling of the
presidential election has been a
topic of conversation in journal-
ism classrooms at many Baptist
universities and colleges, and
the consensus is that the net-
weorks blew it.

At press time on Friday, the
results of the election still were
not known.
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