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C-N leaders struggled with
the timing of the charter
change, President James
Netherton told messengers
during the opening session.

“My intention was to do it
on Wednesday after the bylaws
changes. I felt Carson-New-
man should not get out in front
of the convention, but instead
wait and act in response.”

Netherton became con-
vinced, however, after talking
with others that C-N needed to
step out in faith.

“In a new partnership,
someone has to act first and
lead the way,” Netherton ob-
served. “We made the change.”

Netherton’s announcement
received an ovation from the
messengers.

Executive Board President

1 ',,__tﬂ belng during =John Holland of Knoxville then

recommended on behalf of the
board that the convention re-
lease the money that had been
held this year in escrow for C-N.

Messenger Jim Stroud of
Third Creek Baptist Church,
Knoxville, spoke against re-
leasing the funds.

“Before we vote on- the mo-
tion we need to determine if

- the violations of the TBC by-

laws, the TBC business and fi-
nancial plan, and the violation

TBC PRESIDENT Jerry 11 Tidwell, right, pastor of West Jacksqn
Baptist Church, Jackson, confers with parliamentarians, from
n, First Baptist Church, Concord,

First Baptist Church, Morristown; and

left, Norman Templeto
Knoxville; Bill Seale,

Carl Creasman, Rocky Mount Baplist Churdh,

to by Jim Veneman
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NEW OFFICERS of the Tennessee Baptist Convention are, from
left, Roger “Sing” Oldham, pastor, First Baptist Church, Martin,
vice president; Hollie Miller, pastor, Sevier Heights Baptist
Church, Knoxuville, president; and Hal Fletcher, pastor, Ridgeway
Baptist Church, Memphis, second vice president. — Photo by

Connie Davis

of the TBC program statement
for Carson-Newman College
have been resolved,” Stroud
said.

“My position is these viola-
tions have not yet been re-
solved,” Stroud added, and
then cited examples of the “vio-
lations.” 5

Reed Dixon, a messenger
from First Baptist Church,
Sweetwater, spoke in favor of
releasing the funds.

He noted many meetings

have taken place over the past
three years “so we can achieve
a workable resolution and
maintain a family relation-
ship” with Carson-Newman.

“Carson-Newman has taken
a step of faith that they will
accept the trustees elected by
this convention. What more
can they do?”

The motion to release the
funds passed overwhelmingly.

Bylaws presented
The Constitution and By-

messengers approve bylaws changes, resolutions

laws Committee presented its
proposed changes to the by-
laws during the opening ses-
sion of the two-day meeting.
“Over the past three years
the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion has been called upon to
address a variety of concerns
that have been expressed from
several sources,” said Robert
Tyson, chairman of the com-

mittee and member of First .

Baptist Church, Springfield.

“The proposed changes we
bring to you this year seek to
define the nature of the rela-
tionship, clarify the roles of the
boards of trustees, protect the
integrity of the board selection
process, and address the issue
of ascending liability,” he said.

Tyson said the committee
had discussed at great length
the viewpoints expressed by
messengers on the floor of the
convention during the past two
years.

“It was clear to us that the
messengers did not want the
colleges and universities to be
treated differently or be given
special privileges that were not
available to Harrsion-Chil-
howee, the children’s homes,
the adult homes, the hospitals,
and the Tennessee Baptist
— See TBC, page 3

THE MISSIONS EXTRAVAGANZA, sponsored by Tennessee Woman's
Missionary Union prior to the TBC annual meeting, reminded messen-
gers of the focus on missions. Retired missionaries Paul and Peggy
Grossman, seated, visit with Shelby Lord, right, a messenger from First
Baptist Church, Lenoir City, and Judy Luck of First Baptist Church,

Athens. — Pho-

Athens. — Photo by Connie Davis Emma Waters Summar L
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Christians gather in
Florida to pray for
nation, candidates

Baptist Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
Dozens of Christians from across
the city spontaneously gathered
at the state capital Nov. 16 to
pray for the nation, the two
presidential candidates, and
judges who could decide the fate
of the 2000 presidential election.

Jerry Garrard, senior pastor
of Celebration Baptist Church
and a past president of the Flori-
da Baptist Convention, told Bap-
tist Press the prayer meeting de-
veloped following a Promise
Keepers event in downtown Tal-
lahassee at First Baptist Church.

“After the meeting was over,
many of us got together and felt
the Lord leading us to go and
pray at the state capital,” Gar-
rard said. “Once we got to the
capital plaza, a group of ladies
walked up to us and said that
God had told them to come to
Tallahassee and pray for the
city.”

While praying in the dark-

‘ness and mist, Garrard said

even more people came. “It
turned out to be just a sweet
time of prayer,” he said.

Garrard said Southern Bap-
tists and other evangelical
churches in Tallahassee have
stepped up their prayer efforts
since the election crisis began on
Nov. 8. “People are aware that it

‘is in the hands of the Lord,” he

said. “We have been driven to
our knees and prayer closets and
now we are being driven to con-
duct public prayer meetings.
This is more than just about a
vote. This is about the spiritual
health of our nation.” B

Alabama Baptists
affirm Bible

Baptist Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala, — Al-
abama Baptists reaffirmed their
historic commitment to the Bible
as their sole authority for faith
and practice and reaffirmed
their basic belief in the Lordship
of Jesus Christ during their an-
nual meeting Nov. 14-15 here.

Alabama Baptists also adopt-
ed a record $38,670,000 Cooper-
ative Program budget without
discussion. This is a $670,000 in-
crease over the 1999 budget.

The statement on the Bible
and Jesus Christ emerged during
a time when other state conven-
tions debated whether to affirm
the 2000 version of The Baptist
Faith and Message approved

E ~‘duringithe Soﬁth'ern_..-ﬁip-"?iﬂ

Convention (SBC)in'June.

Alabama Baptists chose to
commend all versions of the Bap-
tist Faith and Message but not
any one version over the other be-
cause “the Alabama Baptist State
Convention (ABSC) has never
written or adopted a confession of
faith, and Baptists have consis-
tently honored the Christian faith
as a noncreedal people,” said
James Bruton, chairman of the
ABSC resolutions committee, as
he read parts of the resolution
“On Doctrinal Heritage and Con-
fessions of Faith.” -

The resolution explains the
historical development of The

- Baptist Faith and Message and

details ways it can be used as a
resource, Bruton said during de-
bate over the resolution.

Passing overwhelmingly by
the 1,762 registered messen-
gers, the resolution garnered
about 15 minutes of debate that
resulted in only one attempt to
amend it. B

Louisiana Baptists
adopt BF&M as
official statement

Compiled from Baptist Press

ALEXANDRIA, La. — By a
1,112-860 vote, messengers to
the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion adopted the Baptist Faith &
Message statement of beliefs as
the state convention’s official
statement of belief Nov. 14.

According to a report in the
New Orleans Times-Picayune,
messengers to the LBC also re-
elected conservative pastor Tom-
my French of Baton Rouge as
convention president, turning
back a challenge from moderate-
backed Perry Sanders of
Lafayette, instead of according
French the usual unoppesed sec-
ond term. The vote in the race
was 1,188-799.

The newspaper quoted
French as saying, “TLe purpose
of a statement of faith is to say
these are the basic principles by
which we operate.” Donors to
Baptist missions and charities
“would like a standard by which
(their employees) serve. In order
to do that, you have to lay down
a parameter which they can un-
derstand and by which they can
live,” French said.

If, however, personal fidelity
to the Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage is a prerequisite for work-
ing within the state convention
and its charitable institutions,

“then there are about 860 of us

who will never be asked to
share” in that work, said Jon
Stubblefield of First Baptist
Church, Shreveport. B

Florida Baptists
embrace changes
to BF&M statement

Baptist Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Florida Baptists declared soli-

darity with the Southern Baptist
Convention, overwhelmingly up-
dating their constitution and by-
laws to reflect changes this sum-
mer to the SBC’s Baptist Faith
and Message confessional state-
ment.

However, messengers to the
Nov. 13-14 Florida Baptist State
Convention here opted against
making the revised statement a
litmus test for leadership. -

About 1,500 messengers ap-
proved bylaw changes updating
references to the state conven-
tion’s official faith statement
from the 1963 Baptist Faith and
Message to the document “as re-
vised in the year 2000.”

Florida churches that dis-
agree with the revisions, howev-
er, can remain in good standing
with the state convention. Lan-
guage on membership adopted in
1994 requires adherence either
to the Baptist Faith and Message
or any other declaration of faith
which parallels the tenets of our
historic Baptist faith.

Lakeland pastor Jay Dennis,
newly elected president of the
Florida convention, told reporters
that reference would include the
1963 version of the Baptist Faith
and Message, as well as an earli-
er 1925 version and even the
1833 “New Hampshire Baptist
Confession,” which predates the
Southern Baptist Convention.

Dennis said the membership
requirement was not intended to
exclude anyone but to affirm
support for the Southern Baptist
Convention.

John Sullivan, executive di-
rector of the state convention,
told messengers he doesn’t agree
with every word in the Baptist
Faith and Message but supports
it in principle.

“This is not an infallible docu-
ment,” Sullivan said. “I do be-
lieve most Florida Baptists be-
lieve most of the 2000 Baptist
Faith and Message.”

Sullivan, a former pastor,
said the convention needs tight
theological parameters to keep

_ extreme viewpoints, such as af-

firmation of homosexuality, from
gaining influence among the
state’s Baptists.

Messengers did not support,
however, a recommended bylaw
that would have made affirma-
tion of “all the principles set
forth” in the newest Baptist Faith
and Message a qualification for
any person nominated to a con-
vention board of trustees. B

IMB trustees OK
record budget

Baptist Press

PORTLAND, Ore.
Trustees of the Southern Baptist
International Mission Board
unanimously approved a record-
setting 2001 budget of $254.1
million, after the board’s chief fi-
nancial officer noted giving to
the Cooperative Program recent-
ly hes been especially strong.

The new budget includes
$239.6 million for operating,
$13.5 million for capital, and $1
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the Baptist and Reflector for
wording of the amendments.

Messenger Tom James of Al-
pha Baptist Church, Morris-
town opposed the first motion,
noting that “it seems to concen-
trate the power.”

He observed, “To me it won’t
be an election, it will be an af-
firmation.”

Douglas Dutton, a member
of First Baptist Church, Con-
cord, Knoxville, agreed it would
“concentrate the power in the
few.” He also said the changes
would enable the institutions to
select their own corporate man-
agement and that it would be
“almost impossible” for messen-
gers to substitute nominees.

Bob Agee, a member of the
committee and messenger from
West Jackson Baptist Church,
Jackson, assured messengers
the proposed changes did not
give “veto” power to institution
presidents and that the final
decision rested with the Com-
mittee on Boards and ultimate-
ly the messengers.

Reed Dixon spoke for the
changes, noting “we have ar-
gued and fussed” over this is-
‘sue for a number of years.

“Let’s move on to the work of
the Lord and let our institu-
tions go to work.”

Efforts to have the recom-
mendations ruled out of order
failed. “If the chair has the op-
tion of letting messengers take
action, that’s the side I will rule
on,” said TBC President Jerry
Tidwell of West Jackson
Church. i

A ballot vote was taken on
motion B. A two-thirds majori-

ty was needed for adoption. The
amendments passed by a mar-
gin of 822-365, or 69.25 per-
cent.

Much of the same discussion
prevailed on motion C.

Concern was expressed
again over the perceived con-
centration of power.

“As a messenger I feel we
are being excluded and all the
power is being given to a few,”
said Chris Francis of New Vi-
sion Baptist Church, Knoxville.

Kim Allen of Little West
Fork Baptist Church, Clarks-
ville, said he has listened to
that contention for three years.
He noted the convention has
elected a committee that “has
served us well and faithfully.

“Tt is time to let the body de-
cide and not the people at the
microphones,” he said.

Also discussed was the pro-
tection provided by the motion
from ascending liability or legal
judgments against TBC entities
stemming from lawsuits which
could draw from CP funds.

Another ballot vote was tak-
en on motion C. It passed by a
margin of 831-345, 70.66 per-
cent.

Officers elected

Hollie Miller, pastor, Sevier
Heights Baptist Church,
Knoxville, was elected presi-
dent of the Tennessee Baptist
Convention over John Holland,
pastor, Salem Baptist Church,
Knoxville, and president, TBC
Executive Board. Miller was
elected by 57.58 percent of the
vote or 798-588.

Miller was nominated by
Adrian Rogers, pastor, Bellevue

ve bylaws changes ...

vided a comfortable environment and ample room for the TBC

Baptist Church, Cordova, and
Holland was nominated by
Herbert Higdon of First Baptist
Church, Middleton.

Oldham was elected vice
president over Joey Rosas, pas-
tor, Union Avenue Baptist
Church, Memphis, by 52.65
percent of the vote or 556-500.
Oldham was nominated by Ray
Newcomb, pastor, First Baptist
Church, Millington, and Rosas
was nominated by Michael
Smith, pastor, Second Baptist
Church, Memphis.

Elected as second vice presi-
dent was Hal Fletcher, pastor,
Ridgeway Baptist Church,
Memphis, over Don Edwards,
pastor, First Baptist Church,
Sweetwater. Fletcher received
55.67 percent of the vote or
506-403. :

Fletcher was nominated by
Dennis Deese, pastor, First
Baptist Church, Hunter, Eliza-
bethton, and newly elected
president of the Tennessee
Baptist Pastors’ Conference,
and Edwards was nominated
by Archie King of Southeast
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro.

Elected without opposition
were Joyce Rickman, Belmont

‘Heights Baptist Church, Nash-

ville, recording secretary, and
Dan Ferrell, ClearView Baptist
Church, Franklin, registration
secretary. TBC Executive Di-
rector James Porch was elected

treasurer.
Resolution on BF&M

Five resolutions concerning
the Baptist Faith and Message
statement were considered by
the Resolutions Committee,
chaired by Danny Davis, pastor
of Calvary Baptist Church, Al-
coa.

Davis acknowledged that
just as the convention is di-
verse, so was the committee.
“None on the committee got all
of what we wanted,” he said,
referring to the proposed reso-
lution. “We tried to get the feel
of the convention as it met here
this week. He reminded mes-
sengers that the convention in
its history had never acted on
any Baptist Faith and Message
statement.

The committee chairman
also acknowledged that while
the Baptist Faith and Message
has been beneficial for many
years, “we wanted to focus at-
tention on God’s Word as the fi-
nal authority” and to note “the
right of the local church to
adopt any statement.”

The resolution presented to
the messengers and later
adopted in its entirety can be
found on page 4.

Richard Holden, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Alcoa,
made a motion to substitute the
word “affirm” for the word “ac-
knowledge” in the first resolve
and to add “2000 revised edi-
tion” after the Baptist Faith
and Message in the same para-
graph.

Fred Steelman, pastor of
Red Bank Baptist Church,
Chattanooga, spoke against the
amendment.

He noted the resolution as

worded “says all it needs to
say” and “allows all the room
we need as diverse people.”

Steve Jacobson of Frayser
Baptist Church, Memphis,
spoke for the amendment.

He noted the BF&M state-
ments of 1925 and 1963 were
not viewed as creeds and that
Baptists can accept or reject
statements.

“The statement must be af-
firmed,” he stressed. -

Roy Graves of First Baptist
Church, Kingston, also favored
the amendment. “We need to
take a stand as Tennessee Bap-
tists saying we believe the
Word of God is true and that
the BF&M is a truthful state-
ment we can believe and ad-
here to.”

Joey Rosas, pastor of Union
Avenue Baptist Church, Mem-
phis, opposed the amendment.

“We don’t need to debate the
BF&M on the floor of the con-
vention. We have never done
that.” Rosas affirmed the Bible
as the “inerrant, infallible
Word of God” and urged mes-
sengers to vote against the
amendment.

After further discussion, the
question was called. A ballot
vote was taken and the amend-
ment failed by 55.88 percent or
542-428.

A second amendment was of-
fered that would have added
the words “and other au-
tonomous Baptist entities or in-
dividuals” at the end of the
fourth “Whereas.” The amend-
ment failed.

Messenger Bill Johnson of
First Baptist Church, Jefferson
City, made a motion to postpone

- — See TBC, page 4
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Convention sermon

Christianity calls for sacrifice: Shaw

By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

GERMANTOWN — Sam
Shaw, pastor, Germantown Bap-
tist Church here, declared that
just as Jesus, Paul, early Chris-
tians, and current Christians,
Tennessee Baptists should be
ready to sacrifice for their faith.

A video tape introduced his
message. [t presented the plight
of Christians on Ambon Island,
Indonesia, who are being perse-
cuted and killed by Muslims.
Then Shaw, who served as a
missionary to the Dominican Re-
public for seven years, reported
on visiting a church in India
which had a martyr board. The
board listed the names of three
members. While in Kashmir, he
met Christians who had been
beaten for their faith. He met a
man who had been hanged from
his feet for three days.

“Folks, I think there’s some-
thing very healthy [about see-
ing] a film like this and to hear
stories like this at a Tennessee
Baptist Convention,” said Shaw,
“because it reminds us of the
cost of the cause, of the danger
of following Jesus.”

Jesus warned disciples

He referred to Matthew 10
and noted, Jesus sent out his dis-
ciples and warned them of the
recriminations of going out. Je-
sus told them to expect beatings,
public humiliation, betrayal by

closest family members, and uni-
versal rejection and hatred be-
cause 'of the treatment he had
endured.

“This sounds so strange to us;
this sounds so foreign, almost ir-
relevant, because for all of our
lifetimes combined, Christianity
has been the dominant religion
in this country. And for 300
years in this country, to call
yourself a Christian has been
considered normal and good and
patriotic and |
beneficial. And §
we've come to
expect that that

will be the
case.”
Most Chris-

tians today re- B

port better lives

because of their SHAW

spiritual decision, noted Shaw.
Benefits of faith

“There is great benefit in
coming to Christ, the fruit of the
spirit — love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, all of that. And if you
think about it, if you act like a
Christian, you won’t be involved
in illicit sex, so you don’t have to
worry about sexually transmit-
ted diseases.

“If you act like a Christian
you will not drink to excess,
which means you do not have to
worry about alcoholism. If you
act like a Christian you’ll work
hard; you’ll be thrifty; you’ll
save. Some of you who are in

business, your businesses will
probably prosper.

“And if you act like a Christ-
ian, you'll be kind and generous
and compassionate toward peo-
ple, and some people will think
well of you.

“But the problem is we begin
to expect that because we’re
Christians, we will be treated
well, and Jesus said, that will
not always be the case.

“In the New Testament, in
the early church and throughout
most of the world today, follow-
ing Christ meant and means suf-
fering. The path of obedience
puts health, family, and life at
risk for many Christians.

Risks of faith

“In this room right now, there
are potential martyrs. Dr. Porch,
if we continue to take mission
trips ..., it is only a matter of
time ... until accidents or dis-
eases or death takes place and
Jesus wanted to prepare his fol-
lowers for that.”

Shaw warned the messengers
to consider the result of living
the Christian life for the benefits
on earth.

He quoted the Apostle Paul:
“If only for this life we have hope

in Christ, we are to be pitied -

more than all men.”

American Christians should
study the sufferings of Paul, said
Shaw, which included being giv-
en 39 lashes five times, beaten
with rods three times, stoned,

three times shipwrecked, and
spending a day and night in the
sea.

Instead, Christians today

“move to safer neighborhoods,

.... choose a milder climate, ...
buy air conditioning, ... purify
our water.”

Jesus said in Revelation a
certain number of people “must
die for the sake of the Gospel”
before he returns.

Measure of faith

Shaw pointed to II Timothy
3:12, “In fact, everyone who
wants to live a godly life in
Christ Jesus, will be persecut-
ed.”

“I think it (the verse) means
one of two things. If we desire
to live a godly life, people
around us will have one of two
reactions — conversion or per-
secution. And if that’s not hap-
pening, oneée of two things is true
— either I'm hiding my light,
I’m concealing the scandal of
the cross — or people are mov-
ing toward being converted or
persecuting us. Can a covert
church thrive?” he asked.

Despite the overall situation,
Shaw told messengers they
shouldn’t “feel any guilt because
you're not being persecuted at
this moment,” noting Jesus
wasn't persecuted constantly.

Other examples of those who
have suffered

Shaw referred to early Christ-
ian martyrs like Hans Brett,

TBC messengers approve bylaws changes, ...

— Continued from page 3

the vote on the original resolu-
tion indefinitely in order to
keep from having a “win/lose”
situation.

Postponing “gives us a way
to see that we can walk togeth-
er as Tennessee Baptists in
midst of great diversity with-
out setting up winners and
losers.”

Hollie Miller, newly elected
TBC president, opposed post-
poning the resolution.

“If we don’t make a state-
ment, we're just trying to
straddle the fence. We do have
an opinion and that opinion is
with the Word of God,” he said.

After further discussion the
motion to postpone the resolu-
tion failed.

Messengers then voted on
the resolution as originally pre-
sented and it passed over-
whelmingly in a show of ballots
vote.

Other resolutions

Messengers approved two
resolutions without opposition
— the traditional resolution of
gratitude to the host church
and others and one on the 75th
anniversary of the Cooperative
Program.

That resolution noted the
CP has been hailed “as the

greatest mission giving pro-
gram in the history of the
world” and that Tennessee
Baptists have given more than
$623 million over the past 75
years “to support over 6,000
North American missionaries
and 13,000 international mis-
sionaries, to educate 140,000
seminary students, and a host
of college students, to start
thousands of new churches, to
fund countless benevolent and
relief ministries, and to under-
write a whole array of other
Christian endeavors.”

The resolution resolved that
“we commend the churches of
the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion for their commitment to
world evangelization and for 75
years of faithful giving” as well
as encouraging “every Ten-
nessee Baptist congregation to
conduct a local Cooperative
Program emphasis during 2001
and to consider prayerfully in-
creasing by one percent the
amount of their church budget
giving through the Cooperative
Program.”

Other items
» A motion to create a 12-
person committee to develop a
confession of faith for Ten-
nessee Baptists was over-

whelmingly defeated. :
» Tennessee Baptists ap-

proved a new state-to-state
partnership with the Baptist
Convention of Iowa from 2001-
2004 as well as participation in
the “Loving Las Vegas” strate-
gic focus initiative of the North
American Mission Board next
summer.

» Messages were given by

Jerry Tidwell, James Porch,
and Sam Shaw. See separate
stories in this issue.

» Messengers heard reports

from institutions as well as
TBC Executive Board groups.

» The TBC officially ended

its state-to-state partnership
with the Baptist State Conven-
tion of Michigan. Michael
Collins, executive director of
the Michigan convention, and
TBC Executive Director James
Porch presented each other
gifts commemorating the 20-
year partnership. The relation-
ship is the longest state-to-
state partnership in the SBC.

» Messengers approved on

second reading a change to the
TBC Constitution, and ap-
proved changes in the program

statement of the Baptist and
Reflector.

» Messengers elected
Robert McCray, pastor, First
Baptist Church, Dandridge,
and alternate Don Edwards,
pastor, First Baptist Church,
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Resolution on the Baptist Faith and Messi|

WHEREAS, The Tennessee Baptist Convention shard
Southern Baptists a commitment to evangelistic and mist
passion and to doctrinal faithfulness in the midst of & (
dominated by moral relativism and a materialistic worldview

WHEREAS, Tennessee Baptists have stood with other 8
Baptists in recognizing the Holy Scriptures of the Old an
Testament as totally true and trustworthy and the sole at
for faith and practice among Baptists; and :

WHEREAS, We honor Atrticle IV of the Tennessee Bapﬁﬁ
vention Constitution to wit that, “the Convention shall havg;
clesiastical jurisdiction over the churches or associations &
ating with and contributing to the objects of the Convenﬁ n'

WHEREAS, The adoption ‘of any statement of faith is a/G€!
of the local church; and '

WHEREAS, We confirm the unifying principle of diligenta
gressive efforts in missions, evangelism, and the Supg:
Christian education, and benevolent opportunities;

THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, That the messengers {0t
nual meeting of the Tennessee Baptist Conventio --::_5.' GE
town Baptist Church, Germantown, Tennessee, .. i
14-15, 2000, acknowledge the Baptist Faith and Mess
source of information in assisting believers to expr:_
and :

Be it Finally RESOLVED, That the messengers affifm
of God as the final authority for faith and practice.
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I rhat it means to be Baptist.

 ts are diverse and are going to

¥ sometimes with passion.

§ iccurred at Germantown Baptist
yet, with just a few exceptions,
te centered on issues, not per-

s, and was done with a gentle

» some Baptist meetings I have
|, I would dare say that every
er could return to their home
ch and feel good about some as-
e annual meeting.
| liked the slate of officers that
scted. All are good men from
wurches. The individuals they de-
k - the positions also are good men
mg churches.
§ 5 are grateful that the proposed
§ lents to the TBC bylaws were
| 'This gives our institutions flexi-
8 electing trustees. At the same
|l C messengers retain the right to
il ise trustees and they can chal-
8 minees for those positions. De-
the rhetoric preceding the con-
, the messengers spoke with
v and finality on this issue. The
ions that dealt with the bylaws
| the required two-thirds majori-
B vith 69.25 percent and the other
i 36 percent.
‘onstitution and Bylaws Commit-
red by Robert Tyson of Spring-

: editorial

field, deserves praise for taking some
tough issues and molding a document to-
gether that reflects the feelings of about
70 percent of those who attended the
convention.

These changes to the bylaws have
ushered in a new era of trust into the
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

We, as Tennessee Baptists, must trust
the institutional leaders to submit names
for their trustee boards who can operate
those institutions. They have to trust
that the Committee on Boards and, ulti-
mately the messengers, will consider
those names objectively and agree with
their selections. If not the process starts
ovVer.

The trust issue is not one sided. Ten-

nessee Baptists have a right to expect

the trustees we elect to operate the insti-
tutions as distinctly Baptist and distinct-
ly Christian. Anything less than that
would betray that trust.

This convention also showed that
sometimes we can’t always have every-
thing that we want and that compromise
is not always bad.

The resolution on the Baptist Faith
and Message is a good example.

There are messengers who would have
preferred that the Tennessee Baptist
Convention remain quiet on the matter
of the Baptist Faith and Message state-
ment. Others feel the adopted resolution
did not “go far enough” by affirming the
2000 revision of the Baptist Faith and
Message decument.

Instead, messengers approved a reso-
lution that both groups can “live with.”
The key to the resolution is that it af-
firms what we all believe and we can all
agree on — “the Word of God as the final
authority for faith and practice.”

defines Baptists

The Resolutions Committee worked
hard and diligently, led by chairman
Danny Davis of Alcoa to draft a resolu-
tion that was workable for everyone.
They are to be commended.

Other observations
» Carson-Newman College President

James Netherton and the C-N trustees
are to be commended for taking the ini-
tiative and filing a charter change before
the annual meeting commenced. This
helped to diffuse a potentially difficult
debate on the bylaws. It brought the fo-
cus to the validity of the proposed
changes on their own merit, and not
whether we needed to pass those changes
just to bring Carson-Newman “back into
the family.”

We all know that God works “every-
thing together for good.” Two years ago
when Carson-Newman changed its char-
ter we really did not know what “good”
could come from it. I think we have dis-
covered that C-N’s action forced our con-
vention to take a serious look at its by-
laws. The adopted changes, contrary to
some opinions, do not weaken the rights
of Tennessee Baptists. Instead, they offer
protection to us as a convention and al-
low us to have a “say” in who operates
our institutions, while allowing the
trustee boards to govern the institutions.

» At times during the convention

concern was expressed that we failed to
affirm the Southern Baptist Convention.
I disagree. We affirmed the work of
the Southern Baptist Convention in a
way far better than words when we
adopted the 2000-2001 budget.
Providing Tennessee Baptists meet
this challenging, but attainable budget,
the Southern Baptist Convention will re-

‘frue mark of a Christian — being thankful

 Parrott Jr.
ﬁﬁﬂassic autobiography The
' Plaee, Corrie ten Boom tells of
> she and her sister were forced
off all their clothes during Nazi
ons at a death camp. Miss ten
tood in line feeling forsaken
iled. Suddenly she remembered
sus hung naked on the cross.
with wonder and worship dur-
£ seemingly forsaken moment,
1>m leaned forward and whis-
0 her sister, “Betsie, they took
'thes, too.” Betsie gasped and
‘b, Corrie, and I never thanked

'ﬂ"ks;gir?ing does not require
' — Just recognition of what our

Savior has already done.

Today’s culture wants us to believe
that there is really no reason to be
thankful unless we have bountiful
material possessions. I believe that
one of the greatest marks of a person
truly being born-again is a thankful
heart.

Our thankfulness is not captured by
bountiful surroundings but God’s gift of
love to us in his Son, our Savior and
Lord, Jesus Christ.

Every day we need to be thankful for
the Good News, and we can be especial-
ly if we remember how bad the bad
news was. We were helpless and hope-
less in our sins, then God demonstrated
his love for us. He forgives our sins and
gives to us a new life and a home in

heaven. Good health, a job, food on the
table, and our family surrounding us
are all things to be thankful for, but the
Apostle Paul did say that in everything

give thanks!

Even when the times are difficult
and lonely we can be thankful that
nothing can overcome God’s love for
us. He has done the most necessary
thing for us on the cross. Do not doubt
that he is able to supply our needs.

In the midst of the pageantry that
surrounds the Thanksgiving Season,
take time to count your blessings. Let
God’s love for you at the cross be at the
top of the list. Of course it always sur-
prises what the Lord has done! m —

Parrott is director of missions, Holston
Valley Baptist Association. ;
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ceive in excess of $13 million from Ten-
nessee Baptists. If the budget is met, the
SBC portion will increase more than $1
million from this year, making it the
largest dollar increase in our budget.

We affirm the work of Southern Bap-
tists with our dollars.

» TBC President Jerry Tidwell pro-

vided good leadership not only during
the annual meeting but throughout the
year. His low key approach while presid-
ing and his willingness.to let messengers
share their concerns contributed to a pos-
itive meeting.

And while it is distressing that our
business sessions sometimes are inter-
rupted by conversations with the parlia-
mentarians, no one could fault Tidwell
for not trying to “make the right call.”
Parliamentarians Carl Creasman, Nor-
man Templeton, and Bill Seale also de-
serve thanks for trying to be fair and see
that all Tennessee Baptists had an op-
portunity to be heard.

As we enter a new convention year,
continue to bathe our convention and its
leaders, including incoming President
Hollie Miller, in prayer.

God has blessed Tennessee Baptists
in a mighty way.

It’s up to us now as Tennessee Bap-
tists to practice what we preach and to
continue to share the good news of Jesus
Christ here in Tennessee and around the
world. How some people spend eternity
will depend on what we do. B&R
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Parinership

Prayer Requesis

November

22 — Pray for First Romanian Bap-
tist Church in Coquitlam, British
Columbia, Canada. The church has
called a pastor from Romania and
1s awaiting his immigration to
Canada.

23 — Pray for the new officers to be
elected this month by messengers
to the Baptist State Convention of
Michigan.

24 — Pray for Harpeth Heights Bap-
tist Church, Nashville, as it part-
ners with a new church start in
Oakville, Ontario, Canada. Ask
God to bless their work.

25 — Pray for Guy and Elena Key,
IMB missionaries to Brazil, who
are working with 10 cell groups in
the community of Ora Sul in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil.

26 — Pray for Art and Dottie Den-

" nis, IMB ISC Nicaragua Disaster
Response volunteer coordinators as
they work with volunteer teams to
help victims of Hurricane Mitch.

27 — Pray for New Life Church in
Salmo, British Columbia, Canada.
The church is having many
unchurched people attend as they
reach out into the community.

28 — Pray for a 10-member con-
struction team in Nicaragua Nov.
25-Dec. 3, led by Ronnie Snoderly
of Dotson Memorial Baptist
Church, Maryville.

29 — Pray for Fairview Mission
Church in Fairview, Alberta, Cana-
da, as they seek a senior pastor.
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By recounting its effects

Messengers observe 75th anmversary of CP

By Connie Davis :
For Baptist and Reflector

GERMANTOWN — “Just a
few miles from here in the old
city auditorium in Memphis,
the Cooperative Program had
its official beginning in 1925,”
said James Porch, executive
director/treasurer, Tennessee
Baptist Convention, Tuesday
evening during a 75th anniver-
sary celebration of the CP.

He went on to say as a re-
sult of the CP, he and his late
wife, Lynn, received two babies
which they adopted from the
Sellers Baptist Home in New
Orleans, La. Also, the CP pro-
vided direction to his life
through a Royal Ambassador
Camp and a Baptist college,
Porch recalled at the celebra-
tion, which was held during
. the TBC annual meeting.

“So when I talk to you about
the Cooperative Program I'm
not talking to you out of my
head; I'm speaking to you out
of my heart,” said Porch.

“Thank you, Tennessee Bap-
tists. You make the Coopera-
tive Program more than a
plan. You make it real.”

A pastor

Frank Lewis said the CP is
one of the reasons he is a
Southern Baptist. “I could nev-
er find another denomination
that has a plan to reach the
whole world for Christ. That is
why I am a Southern Baptist.”
The crowd applauded in agree-
ment.

The pastor of First Baptist
Church, Nashville, noted Jesus
went to great lengths to share
the Gospel with people. Jesus
realized “the creeds of their
day” weren’t going to help
them, said Lewis prior to con-
vention action concerning the
Baptist Faith and Message.

“They were the victims of a
religious system that had gone
so far to the stringent letter of
the law that it didn’t care
about people anymore.”

“It’s not our creed that will
unite us nearly as much as our
mission that will unite us.
Creeds are important. Confes-
sions are important. But to the
lost person that’s almost a
non-issue. To the lost person
it’s compassion, it’s care
demonstrated by works of min-
istry that say we hurt for you
and we're here to help.”

Lewis also praised the CP
for funding the university and
seminary he attended and as-
sisting the church he served in
Las Vegas, Nev.

A missionary

Missionary to Brazil Sharon
Fairchild said, “Southern Bap-
tists are the greatest sending
force this world has ever seen
and the reason for that is be-
cause of the cooperation of
Southern Baptists sending
people that are called.”

She thanked Baptists for
salary, home, car, help for her
children’s transition to the
United States, and funding for
ministry.

“Southern Baptists have left
their footprints all over Brazil,
one of the greatest harvest
fields this world has ever
known,” she said.

She referred to the diversity
of those cooperating for the
CP, which brought applause
from the crowd.

“But one thing we are in
union on, and that is missions.

And friends, if we lose our fo-

cus on missions, we're going to
lose God’s hand on our conven-
tion. We may not agree on
everything but we need to
agree on what his heart says.
He so loved the world that he
sent sacrificially. And that’s
what we do as Southern Bap-
tists; we send sacrificially.

“I never cease to say thank
you for allowing us to do what
God has called us to do.”

Former TBCH residenis

Two women who were resi-
dents of the Tennessee Baptist
Children’s Home, Memphis,

thanked messengers for pro-
viding for them through the
CP.

Mary Bobbitt, assistant
principal of a school in Mem-
phis, went to the TBCH in the
mid 1960s with her brother
and sister. “The home played a
very important part in seeing
that my path in life moved to-
ward the direction that the
Lord intended for me to take,”
she said.

Kay Hill, a school teacher in
Millington, and her twin
brother spent 1957-68 at
TBCH and went on to gradu-
ate from Union University,
Jackson. She said without the
TBCH “my life would be total-
ly different than what it is to-
day.”

Thanks for adult homes

Joy Nabi of Franklin told
how CP giving has helped fund
Baptist homes for developmen-
tally disabled adults, where
her son, Scott, 39, lives. Nabi
is president of Baptist Homes
for Exceptional Persons, which
has begun three homes in the
Nashville area. The homes are
managed by Tennessee Baptist
Adult Homes, Brentwood.

Union City layman

James Glasgow Jr., a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church,
Union City, said he is often
overcome by the responsibility
given to Christians to share
the Gospel with everyone in
the world. But
he is relieved
when he real-
izes that
through the
CP, he is doing
just that.

Glasgow
said he enjoys
reading the
Baptist and
Reflector each week because of
its reports on missions work
around the world. Through the
CP “each of us are ministers
throughout the world,” said
Glasgow.

GLASGOW

Church adminisirator

Les Collier, church adminis-
trator, Cherry Road Baptist
Church, Memphis, told how he
lost most of his
vision and
then his busi-
ness as a fin-
ish carpenter.

Through
surgeries, he
regained most
of his vision
and his church
hired him as a
part-time church administra-
tor. He was able to do that job
without any experience
through information and train-
ing provided by the Tennessee
Baptist Convention through
the CP, he said.

COLLIER

Recently he has been named |

to that role full-time. Collier
said, “You have made it possi-
ble for me to be a church ad-
ministrator. You have impact-
ed my life.”
University student

Melody Maxwell, student at
Union Univer-
sity, Jackson,
from First Bap-
tist Church,
Collierville,
told how she
had seen the
CP work
through Girls
in Action, Bible
Drill, Acteens,
and GA and Acteens Camps.

Maxwell said she has also
seen the CP work during mis-
sions efforts in the United

- MAXWELL

States and overseas and -

through the missionaries she
met there, and-at Union.

While at Union, because of
CP support, she doesn’t have
to struggle to fund her educa-
tion, but can “focus on what
God wants me to do,” said
Maxwell.

Church missions worker

Andrea Young, a school
teacher who works with mis-

sions groups at First Baptist

Church, Bolivar, said
prepared for this pw
she realized she ha'_ ,‘
miss in teaching the
people at her church-q]i(
CP.

She described :tm?

work

Acteens
vators
Montge
Vlllagh,]
Cen t
Knoxvil
which s i
the '-
work., :'_ :
deseribet
ing a Baptist ch11drei£%
in which she saw the |
thing, =
She also praised
that only 2-4 percent of
is used for administrati¢ |
promotion. »
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Bivocational and small church pastors recognized

BIVOCATIONAL pastors honored at the TBC annual meeting were, from left, Jim
Ramsey, First Baptist Church, Smaritt; Fredrick E. Brabson Sr., New Covenant
Baptist Church, Knoxville; and Jerry Dale Coln, East Laurel Baptist Church, Jack-
son. The pastors were named top small church pastors in the annual recognition.

SMALL CHURCH pastors honored at the TBC annual meeting were, gﬂ
Ricky Scott, Rome Baptist Church, Lebanon; William Palmer, Wr.'
Church, Morristown; and Brad Banks, Emmanuel Baptist Church,
The pastors were named top bivocational pastors in the annual recogn ff L
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§ maybe as a church and
|y even as a denomina-
d be the result of lead-
.ljF of us, who mlght be
| >tly motivated,” said

dwell during his mes-
the Tennessee Baptist
tion an:nual meeting

st adm.lt to you that I
tended a few conven-
en the main motivation
eing there was ... to go

te for sumethmg or
something. But I'm con-

{ i1so to you this morning
eﬁ God looks at our
| .., as leaders, and oth-

i | pastors .. , when our
| in the wrong place ... ,
aly breaks God’s heart,”
TBC president who is

f West Jackson Baptist
Jackson.

View of future
f ell said his experience
‘ention president was
sitive than he dreamed
[ be. But he warned the
ould be gloomy.

§ re are some of us ...
ipend so much of our
fighting battles that we
- 't be fightlng that we

{ Lr mnst to God., There

are some folks ... (who) are
spending so much tune fighting
fundamentalism that they have
completely forgotten the min-
istry in their churches and the
Great Commission.”

“On the other hand, we also
have pastors who are so busy
fighting liberalism, and I know
I've found myself in that camp,
that they have lost their pur-
pose and their mission and .
their real passion for seemg
lost people saved.”

The Bible, BF&M

Tidwell also spoke on the
Bible and the newly revised
Baptist Faith and Message.

“Let me say to those of you
who question this issue regard-
ing the inerrancy of Scripture
and the trustworthiness of
Scripture. I don’t have anything
else to hold onto.

“I did not grow up a South-
ern Baptist,” he explained. His
pastor didn’t believe the book of
Revelation belonged in the
Bible, he added.

“As we look throughout the
history of the church and the
Old Testament to the New Tes-
tament, even to the modern
church today ... the more the
church has deviated from the
law of God, from the Word of
God and its authority, the more
they have deviated and de-
terred from the agenda of God.”

“If we don’t accept this book
as the authority, as a total,
truthful, trustworthy revelation
“from God, ... you must accept

drrector s messaqe

hat sort of B

one of two scenarios. The first
one is God is not perfect; God is
not holy and therefore he is in-
capable of giving us a perfect
revelation.

“The second possible sce-
nario 1s that God is a holy God:
that God is a righteous God;
and he’s just up there playing
games with us, putting us on
some sort of hide and seek mis-
sion trying to discover what the
real truth is.

“I don’t believe either one of
those scenarios is accurate.”

Tidwell referred to changes
to the Baptist
Faith and Mes-
sage by mes-
sengers to the
Southern Bap-
tist Convention
last summer.
The 2000 ver-
sion removed
the statement TIDWELL
identifying Jesus Christ as “the
criterion by which the Bible is
to be interpreted.”

The 1963 version of the
BF&M described the Bible as
“the record of God’s revelation
of himself to man,” while the
new version says the Bible “is
God’s revelation of himself to
man.”

Where the 1963 version
identified Jesus as “the criteri-
on by which the Bible is to be
interpreted,” the new version
says, “All Scripture is a testi-
mony to Christ, who is himself
the focus of divine revelation.”

aptists ou ght we
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Tidwell said, “We can see it
(the Bible) differently; we can
interpret it differently, and that
will even call for a lot of dis-
agreement and discussion; but
let’s accept it as our authority
and our rule.

“Let’s not call it just a book,”
he said, referring to a state-
ment made at the SBC annual
meeting. “It’s not just a book.
It's God’s revelation to us.” The
crowd responded with lengthy
applause,

Big enough for all

Tidwell said during the year
he had gotten to know and ap-
preciate two men despite his
differences with them. They are
Charles Bailey, pastor, Laurel
Bank Baptist Church, Friends-
ville, and leader of Concerned
Tennessee Baptists, a conserva-
tive group, and James Nether-
ton, president, Carson-Newman
College, Jefferson City.

Tidwell referred to the re-
cent action by Carson-Newman
to reverse a previous action and
once again allow Tennessee
Baptists to elect its trustees.

“He (Netherton) stepped up
boldly to make a move towards
Tennessee Baptists. Folks, ...
this ... could have backfired
and blown up in his face. And
he chose to make a step to-
wards us. ['ve learned to love
Jim Netherton.”

“There are some of you
who’ve said ... , and there have
been times in the past when

I've said it ... , the convention is
m o e
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not big enough for a Charles
Bailey and a Jim Netherton. I
submit to you this morning it is
big enough. That the very thing
that some people would say
that divides us is the very thing
— that diversity — that can
make us stronger than we've
ever been before.

“If we could come together
this morning ... , this after-
noon, and tomorrow; if we could
get right with God, get right
with his Word, get right with
his people, and right with the
mission of seeing lost people
come to the Word and knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ, if we could
get right with those things,
then we could be under God’s
agenda and God could do his
work like never before through
Tennessee Baptists,” Tidwell
concluded.

Additional messages

Tidwell referred to problems

in society. He warned pastors
not to become so concerned
about stemming the “flood” that
they don’t watch for “small
leaks.”

He also spoke from II Kings
8 about Elisha and his grief
over the Israelite who would
become king because he had
wrong motives and over the Is-
raelites who had lost their com-
mitment to God. B&R
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MANTOWN — Tennessee Bap-
Eﬂl‘?lﬂg in a day when there are
rstandings and false presump-
‘bout who Baptists are and who
re supposed to be, suggested
‘executive director of the Ten-
ist Convention assured mes-
nding the annual meeting at
1 Baptist Church on Nov. 14
1ld “refrain from a strong
teach a quick course on Bap-

”Bagage on II Peter 3:10-

TR

ed that Peter had written

fo ﬁhfat _'Jésug Christ would

:'"'{Z_I_g._t_ter, a prevailing skepti-
ied. The fervent belief in the

reappearing of Christ has waned,” Porch
observed.

Peter declared his expectation of the

reappearing of the Lord, but went on to
ask an inescapable question, “During our
waiting time, our interval between birth
and the reappearing of Jeus, what sort of
persons ought we to be
® in holy conduct and god-
‘& liness?””
Porch then posed the
£ question, “What sort of
| people called Baptists
ought we to be?” The
TBC leader examined
the word “ought.”

“In my. personal
study of the term I at-
tempted diligently to give ‘ought’ a posi-
tive flavor. ...

“The term leaves no room for choice.
If I claim to be a Christian, redeemed by
the living Christ, I have no choice here.

“Scripture defines certain ‘oughts’ as
necessary holy obligations. As a Baptist
Christian, exercising the priesthood of
the believer, I cannot claim my exemp-
tion from this teaching,” Porch observed.

He cited three “oughts” that pertain
to Tennessee Baptists.

First, he said, “as Baptist Christians,
we ought to be diligent to be at peace

W

with each other.”

The peace of the New Testament was
never passive, Porch said.

“Instead, dynamic peace, New Testa-
ment peace, refers to the presence of re-
spect for differences. Such peace offers
no need to advertise differences.”

Observing that Baptists often refer to
each other as “brother and sisters and
friends,” Porch noted that often in con-
versations someone will say, “but we dis-
agree.”

“Sometimes I wonder if such dis-
claimer is offered as self protection. In
other words, I want you, my audience, to
know we are not too close.”

Second, Porch continued, “as Baptist
Christians, we ought to be diligent to be
pure.”

The Word of God “admonishes us to
be spotless and blameless,” he said.

To be blameless though refers to
someone who refrains from causing trou-

ble, Porch said.

“In essence, when there is an absence
of spots and an absence of a sense of
blame, there is room for purity.”

Such purity, he added, requires in-
tegrity and honesty.

Third, Baptist Christians ought to be
diligent to propagate the Gospel.

“According to Scripture, our Lord tar-

ries to allow us time to be diligent in
telling the Gospel story,” Porch said.

“Our vision in evangelizing the mass-
es must give way to focus upon telling
the story of Jesus to hurting, helpless,
hopeless, and haunted people,” he
stressed.

“And, this is happening across Ten-
nessee,” he continued. “It occurs in truck
stops, prisons and jails, resort areas,
vegetable fields, school rooms, locker
rooms, and restaurants and bars along
the Mississippi River and mountains of
Appalachia.

“You may not hear much about it.
Much of this type of evangelism is sim-
ply stated in the message of the parable
of leaven. It's quiet, prevailing, and gets
the job done. ...

“As I become more and more ac-
quainted with these Christian Baptists,
I have discovered they are Baptists with
focus. They take the ‘ought’ seriously
and wisely use their engery. Such per-
sonal evangelism is being done by people
who are truly Baptists at peace.

“As Baptists are busy telling the story
of Jesus, they don’t have time to fuss
and fight. They’re just busy telling the
story of Jesus.

“These are the people out in our
churches.” BE&R
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Pastors’ Conference provides messages on Christ

By Kevin Shrum
For Baptist and Reflector

GERMANTOWN — Centered

around the theme, Jesus Christ,
God’s Only Son, Our Eternal
Savior, and Lord, based upon
Hebrews 3:1, the singing and
preaching at the annual Ten-
nessee Baptist Pastors’ Confer-
ence focused attention on the
person and work of Jesus
Christ.

Hal Fletcher, pastor of Ridge-
way Baptist Church, Memphis,
began the conference with a mov-
ing message from Revelation 12
on the “Weapons of Our War-
fare.” Fletcher noted that the
weapon of the blood, the weapon
of the Bible, and the weapon of
backbone are God-given gifts to
the church so that Satan — the
bully from hell — can be over-
come with power and authority.

Fletcher was later elected sec-
ond vice president of the conven-
tion during the second day of the
annual meeting held at German-
town Baptist Church.

Sherrel Nave, pastor of
Mountain View Baptist Church,
Johnson City, preached on the
simple, yet profound subject,
“You Can Trust Him,” based on
Daniel 3 and the events sur-
rounding the three Hebrew chil-
dren. Nave outlined the defining
situation that Shadrach, Me-
shach and Abednego faced as
their faith was challenged, the
determined stand they made in
facing their circumstance, and
the dynamic salvation they ex-
perienced as a result of God’s

PASTORS’ CONFERENCE officers include, from left, Dennis
Deese, First Baptist Church, Hunter, Elizabethton; Sherrel Nave,
Mountain View Baptist Church, Johnson City, vice president; and
Kim Allen, Little West Fork Bapnst Church, Clarksville, secretary-

treasurer.

abiding, empowering presence
through the fire.

Jeff LaBorg, pastor of Sharon
Baptist Church, Savannah,
closed the first session with a
powerful message from Mark 2
and the healing of the lame man
brought to Jesus by four friends.
LaBorg noted that Jesus was in
the house and that when Jesus
is “in the house” mighty things
can happen. Jesus also preached
the Word of God, which bore
great results and caused great
consternation among the reli-
gious elite. LaBorg also noted
the dynamic faith of the lame
man’s friends.

The second session also ex-
hibited powerful preaching. Rob
Finley of Prayer Resources,
Memphis, preached from the
book of Hebrews, calling it a

handbook for revival in the
church. Finley suggested that
the causes of revival are found
in the person of Christ, the pro-
vision of Calvary, the practical
application of faith, and the
practical willingness to love
even in the face of trouble and
trial.

Roc Collins, a pastor in Vir-
ginia, brought a message enti-
tled, “Jesus the High Priest,”
based upon Hebrews 8. Collins
emphasized the truth that Jesus
is such a High Priest that he is
matchless and mighty. As our
High Priest Collins noted that
Jesus is our Savior who saves us
from sin. Jesus is the seated
High Priest, having accom-

- plished our salvation.

The second session was con-
cluded by Stephen Olford, an

| Building Powerful Ministry Teams
A Workshop for Ministry Professionals

Baptist Center, Brentwood, Tennessee
Sponsored by LeaderFocus,
Church Staff Leadership Group of the Tennessee Baptist Convention

Conference Leaders:

¢ Chuck Allen: Executive Director, Leadership Development, North American Mission
Board, SBC, Atlanta, GA
@ Jerry Chapman: Leader Development Specialist, Tennessee Baptist Convention,

Brentwood, Tenn.

® Archer Thorpe: Leader Development Specialist, Tennessee Baptist Convention,

Brentwood, Tenn.

Workshop Objectives:

January 11-12, 2001

Discuss your team’s present and future performance

Expose your team to the characteristics of highly effective ministry teams

Develop a plan for increased team effectiveness

Schedule: Thursday: 1-5 p.m. Dinner provided. 7-9 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. — 3 p.m. Lunch provided.

Registration is limited to 50 staff members. Deadline is
Dec. 8, 2000. Cost is $30 registration fee per person. Materi-
als’and conference meals are included in the fees.

Please send name, address, phone number, church name,
association, and check to Jerry Chapman, Church Staff
Leadership Group, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024-
0728 or call 800-558-2090, extension 7932, (615) 371-7932,
fax (615) 371-2014, e-mail jchapman@tnbaptist.org.
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evangehst and teacher from
Memphis. Olford’s delineation of
his message concerning Christ-
ian discipleship, discipline, and
ministry flowed out of the depth
of his study and experience.

The final session of the night
concluded with messages from
David Miller, an evangelist from
Heber Springs, Ark., Adrian
Rogers, pastor, Bellevue Baptist
Church, Cordova; and Virgil
Caldwell, pastor of New Monu-
mental Baptist Church, Chat-
tanooga.

Miller, taking his text from
Colossians 1, outlined the para-
meters of Jesus’ lordship. Miller
noted the meaning of lordship
and then the manifestation of
Jesus’ lordship — Jesus is Lord
of creation, of conversion, of the
church, and of the consumma-
tion of the ages.

Miller noted that Jesus’ lord-
ship not only lets us know who
he is, but it also sets a standard
by which we are to judge our
thoughts, commitments, and re-
lationships.

Rogers, noted for the potency
and power of his preaching, did
not disappoint. Taking his text
from II Kings 13, Rogers noted
the principles for victory in the
life of the minister of the Gospel
— the mandate for victory, the
method for victory, and the mea-
sure of victory.

CLASSIFIED

MINISTRIES — PASTOR

First Baptist Church of Piggott, Ark., is seeking a mature, expe
full-time senior pastor. Send resumes to Pastor Search Conm &
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 365, Piggott, AR 72454.
@ B @

First Baptist Church in Williamsburg, Ky., is seeking candidates |
position of senior pastor. The compensation package will be bz ¥
training and experience. The church, established in 1883, is a ( Fi
gation of approximately 600 resident members, with women
istry and participation in both the Southern Baptist Convention i
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. Williamsburg is the home of C
land College, the largest Baptist college in Kentucky. Gant
should submit the following materials: 1) a letter describing

The final message
ference was deli
well who began
playing “How Great Th
on his saxophone, He the
ered a message e
Feeble Attempt to
Debt with God,” bage
Psalm 116:12, Whﬂem'“ﬁ;
it was impossible to rep,
for his blessings, Caldw §
note that there were &
things he planned to d
God know he was th

the following were electe
ficers: Dennis Deese,
tist Church, Hunter, Eﬁ
ton, president; Sherrel 3
Muuntaln View Bapiasﬁ:(
Johnson City, vice pre:|
and Kim Allen, Little We,
Church, Clarksville, see
treasurer. B

proach to and qualifications for ministry; 2) a current resume, Wi

ing references; and 3) a videotape and/or audiotape of a Sund &
vice that he has conducted. All applications should be addre!
Ms. Frances Ball, Secretary, Pastor Search Committee, First
Church, 230 South 5th St., Williamsburg, KY 40769. All comn
tions and materials will be held in the strictest confidence.

MINISTRIES — OTHER
Forest Hills Baptist Church, Nashville, is seeking a full-time se ¥
to assist the minister of education and outreach. Computer sh il
terest in people, and ministry required. Call (615) 373-8074 for

plication.

—

Church Buses

Largest Eldorado Dealer
in the Southeast

Check our Low Prices

1-800-423-9826 or
1-800-795-6682

Southeastern Bus Co/

“Over 15 Years in Business”

Clinton, MS * New Orleans, LA * Atlanta,ﬁﬁ




Held by Tennessee
Woman'’s Missionary
Union

3 2
~FO LER left, of West Lonsdale Baptist Church Knoxw!!e
[mﬂrLesﬁe Allen, assistant coordinator, Mississippi River Min-
| e ar Gibson Counry Baptist Association, Trenton.

M!SSJ’ONARY to Latvia [SEE. o
Monte Erwin of Nashville, } Y
visits with Lauren Kemp,
center, and Lindsay McBride

of First Baptist Church, New
Bern.

TWINS and missionaries Grace Morris,
left, of South Korea and Ginger Collier of
Brazil participated in the Missions Ex-
fravaganza.

y left, Ed a*Tiﬂejr, First Baptist Church Rock-

f Ernestme Gravatt, Wells Street Baptist
: ".,imph.'s Hesta Bailey, FBC, Rockwood:
bel Harmon, Dorothy Sims, and Jewel
\ ssey, all three of Wells Streét Church.

|} RETIRED M.’SS!ONARY Fran Sk:nner lefft, descnbes an item
| 3E EIGHT Bobbye Clark, left, Raleigh Baptist from Paraguay for Doyle Neal, right, director of missions, Beech

120 Bartlett, visits with Pat Culp of Christian & River Baptist Association, as his granddaughter, Loye Hudspeth
I_,IEIf'séob Cormps of Memphis. e mmmmeets S84 Of Germantown, looks on.

a ' 4
3C, Cookeville, begins renovation with “steeple raising
étherine Kidd set in a nearby bank parking lot. attended Sunday School to participate tivities, a luncheon was held. ®
3391!!51?:69{1 Reflector Featured guests were Charles Wom- in high attendance day. To meet a com- —

.. 3 ack, mayor of Cookeville; and Gerald mitment he made if 800 people attend-
| OOKEVILLE — It was a Sunday of Stow of Franklin, former pastor and re- ed Sunday School, Gary Harvey, minis-
¢ expectations Nov. 12 for First tired president, Tennessee Baptist ter of education,

st Church here. To mark the be- Children’s Homes. rode in the
.ng&f a building/renovation pro- As a part of the activities, church crane basket
', the church raised a steeple on its members collected 1,722 cans of food during the

tuary, for the Putnam County Clearinghouse steeple raising.
or years, First Baptist Church has with help from grocers And 801 people To conclude ac-
:red the indignation of a non-recog- : .
ble church plant. Parked inauspi-
‘31}' h md a large government

newcomers to find us, even

Eﬁp

are right in the middle of

t' ,need for the steeple and
th the idea to place it atop a
Wer: .St_ructure that stood at

g . ‘Nay 1 e |
et to the 70,-font brick tower. Mem- GARY HARVE ¥ mrnfsrer of educauon First Bap@sr Church ' THE NEW STEEPLE and cupola sit
“and visitors wnrshlped and then Cookeville, stands with some of the 1,722 cans of food col- THE FINAL part of the atop the First Baptist Church,

(= r_;

ched“‘ﬁhesteEple raising from chairs Jected for an area food closet on the special aay. steeple is lifted into place. =~ Cookeville, building.
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Border states take various actions on BF&M statement

Compiled from Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Resolutions
dealing with the Baptist Faith
and Message were among a

myriad of business considered .

last week by states that border
Tennessee.

In Georgia, about two-thirds
of 3,400 messengers at the
Georgia Baptist Convention
approved a resolution on Nov.
14 voicing “approval and ap-
preciation” of the Baptist Faith
and Message statement of be-
liefs adopted by the Southern
Baptist Convention in June.

Messengers at the annual
meeting in Savannah passed the
resolution by a show of ballots.

Much of the debate, accord-
ing to the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, focused on a
statement not carried into the
current BF&M from the 1963
version, that “the criterion by
which the Bible is to be inter-
preted is Jesus Christ.”

In other business, Georgia
messengers passed resolutions
opposing partial-birth abor-
tion; opposing the use of Geor-
gia tax funds on sex education
that does not take into account
laws against fornication; and
opposing fund-raising raffles in
local schools.

Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion messengers voted Nov. 14
to establish a study committee
to recommend a stance on the
BF&M to be considered at next
year’s annual meeting, instead
of taking a vote this year.

Kentucky messengers also
elected a moderate-backed
nominee for convention presi-
dent, electing retired mission-
ary Jim McKinley over conser-

vative-backed Kevin Ezell,
pastor of Louisville’s Highland
Baptist Church by a vote of
1,091-978. According to the
Louisville Courier-Journal,
Ezell embraced the statement
as adopted this year while
McKinley supported the 1963
BF&M.

Baptist General Association
of Virginia-messengers voted
Nov. 14 to create a committee
to study whether the BGAV’s
approach to missions 1s com-
patible with its national mis-
sion partners, and whether Vir-
ginia Baptists are involved in
deciding how the money is uti-
lized by the national agencies.

The motion made no specific
reference to the SBC Interna-
tional Mission Board or the Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship.

The motion to create a
study committee of missions
organizations in partnership
with the BGAV passed by a
show of hands without discus-
sion. The Richmond Times-
Dispatch quoted BGAV Presi-
dent Thomas R. McCann Jr. as
saying in his opening remarks
that the SBC has “grown away
from us and no longer needs
us. ... It is time to create some-
thing new. ...” McCann also
stated, “It is unreasonable for
Virginia Baptists to send their
dollars to any group who delib-
erately refuses to include us in
decisions on how those dollars
ought to be spent.”

Messengers to the Baptist
State Convention of North
Carolina Nov. 14 re-elected a
conservative, Mike Cummings
of Lumberton, director of mis-
sions for Burnt Swamp Baptist
Association, then swung to-

Bob Pitman

The Stone Brothers

MID-SOUTH MEN'S
BIBLE CONFERENCE

FEBRURRY 23-24. 2001

Sponsored by Kirby Woods Baptist Church.
Hosted by Union University in Jackson, TN.
For more info visit our website at www.kwbc.org or call 901.682.2220

REGISTER

ward two moderate-backed
nominees, Asheville pastor
Buddy Corbin and Raleigh
pastor Larry Harper, for first
and second vice president, re-
spectively, over conservative
nominees.

A resolution was passed af-
firming Cooperative Program
giving, cooperation with the
SBC, and state convention au-
tonomy.

And a constitutional amend-
ment to end the convention’s
fraternal relationship with
Wake Forest University nar-
rowly fell short of a two-thirds
majority, 2,390-1,564.

The BSC General Board had
proposed changing the frater-
nal relationship to a “histori-
cal” relationship. The board’s
proposal would have removed
WFU from the BSC’s Council

LifeWay:.

on Christian Higher Educa-
tion, but kept funding for
scholarships.

But messengers amended
the proposal to remove WFU
completely from the constitu-
tion and end scholarship fund-
ing by 2004. The amendment,
which needed only a simple
majority, might have lowered
support for the original motion,
which needed a two-thirds ma-
jority since it would have
changed the BSC constitution.

The failure of the amended
motion leaves the BSC’s frater-
nal relationship intact. B

5> BAPTISTRIES \
HEATERS, PUMPS

7’ FACTORY DIRECT
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679
www.fiberglasschurchprod.com

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO.
@1 HIXSON PIKE « CHATTANOCOGA, TN 3?4y

HURCH BUSES

b Seivuee of LafeWay Clrnsiian Stoics

CARPENTER

BUS SALES, INC.
53

Since 1

e

Capacity: 41 adults or 37 with Rear Lugag |

2 SR

—

20’ to 28 Models; 15 to 30 passengers

LifeWay discount

12 to 47 adult capacity

15 passenger vans

We buy used buses
Over 40 buses in stock
“No-CDL” buses and Raised Roof Vans

(800) 370-6180
~ (615) 376-2287
www.carpenterbus.com

Check our web site for new and used inventory.

328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027

“We specialize in church buses”

- Lord, we would like to ta

CLASSIFIED

MISCELLANEOUS
50-year-old Church ::
foot pews to replace pri
badly worn pews. Contact &
James Adams, (42,55’535‘5 .
(home). Belmont Baptist ¢ &l
Mt. Carmel. . |

¢ o &
For Sale: Tables and steel
chairs. 30" x 72” tables,
each; chairs, $19 each.
679-4699 C.I.F.

MINISTRIES — MUSI ¥ .
First Baptist Church, McCa el
Ga-Copperhill, Tenn., is s il
a full-time minister of mu B
nior adults. Please send r J§
to John Way, First B
Church, P.O. Box 867
Caysville, GA 30555.

o S O
Oral Baptist Church in | §
City, Tenn., is seeking a pz &
minister of music. We want
one with a good knowle i
music who will enthusias §
lead our people in prais @
worship and is willing to be [Ril::
of a total ministry team. If
seeking a good place to se |

you. Please send your res
Music Committee, Oral | &
Church, 4850 Kingston
Lenoir City, TN 37771. (I
865-717-0157).

|
T |

MINISTRIES — YOL ]
Seeking a full-time ministe
dents, with additional adm
tive responsibilities, for 2

staff church. Semiria_

perferred. Send r1
Search Committee, South
Baptist Church, 5115 Buile
Rd., St. Louis, MO 63128
843-5558, or SOCUBAPT
aol.com. Pastor is John L

sel.

PR
Memorial Baptist Church, | §
Tenn., has immediate oper
a part-time, innovative min
youth. Phone (423) 87779 |8
877-7476, or mail 4445 |
Pike, Hixson, TN 37343.

MINISTRIES — OTHE &
The First Baptist Chureh O
tanooga, Tenn., is receiv
sumes for minister to famili
children. This position I8
portunity for a high-energ
vidual, preferably sen&
trained, to minister Witl ¥
schoolers and chilﬂmn;[_;ﬁ!‘ )
ents, and leaders. Inclus f
theology and creative in M
FBC is supportive GF
and CBF. Resumes SNO!{=
mailed to Search Comm =
First Baptist Church, 4 "’
way Ave., Chattanoog: =
37402. . T
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My favorite
Thanksgiving text
¥ is Luke 17:11-19
- when 10 lepers
cried out to Jesus
_ for mercy and he

hem. But only one returned to thank him.
‘ ms to be that more people were healed
e thanks, a reminder that we are often more
'gaggttmg from God than thanking him.
{ e who practice the “attitude of gratitude” are
‘ontent people. They are less likely to be criti-
ry, or depressed. Gratitude is one of the se-
a satisfying, fulfilling life.
f the persons from whom I learned gratitude
. mother. From an earthly standpoint, she had
| be thankful for. She was disabled, widowed
‘ears and buried her middle son when he was
' during all the years she lived with my wife,
jﬂﬂg;'ﬂnd me, she thanked us for everything we
| her. My cousin once asked mother how she
 eel if she had to go to a nursing home. She
“Well, I don’t want to do that, but if I do, I'll
1appiest person there!” And in her final years
'sing home, she thanked me every time I vis-
*. Only a heart that has practiced gratitude
'Iifei;ime can have victory over difficult circum-

-
-

ir home, Carol Ann thanks me every time I
r out to eat and we buy a meal. I thank her
‘me she fixes a meal at home, when she runs
3 such as taking my clothes to the cleaners
en she buys my favorite foods.

) itude seals relationships, with other people
‘h the Lord. It is important that we thank God
@il r our salvation, Whenever I am with someone
e 5 just prayed to receive Christ, I suggest that
son pray again and thank the Lord for saving
| 1is confirms a new Christian’s salvation, espe-
1 1 his own heart. And it can and should begin a
+ of gratitude. |

| 3ksgiving is more than a season. It is a great
o1 [e for life. M — Draper, a former Texas pastor, is
{ ntof LifeWay Christian Resources, Nashville.

Start With a
Smile: Op-
tometrist to second
~ _grade girl? “Now
read the first line
S ‘ : and then the second
alttlalglrl “I can’t read either one of them.” Op-
ist:'.'“?ifpu don’t think you need glasses? Why not?”
ﬂrl“We hayen’t had those words in school yet.”
= this 'Tru_th: “Don’t speak as to be understood.
S0 as never to be misunderstood. That’s even bet-

IH'IZ‘B this Scripture: “Write the vision, and
it plain .., that he may run that readeth it.” —

thiﬁﬁl’rayer Lord, help me to make everything I

e 1

standable even to the one who is in a hurry. B

TOTheE Loro,

L b CALL ON HIS NAME; MAKE KNOWN
-\ AMONG THE NATIONS WHAT HE HAS DONE.
i I CHREQNICLEY Lozl

The new covenant

By Marvin Nail

Focal Passages: Jeremiah 31:31 -37;
Hebrews 8:6-7, 13; 9:11-15 i

Many of us older adults are fond of speaking of those
days when a man’s word was his bond and it was not-
necessary to reduce every deal to writing. Perhaps there
are no hard statistics to support a specific number, but I
recall having plenty of scoundrels around in my boyhood
days just like we have now. We might like to believe
there was a time when we could trust each other to be
truthful. But the fact is that we have always been more
comfortable having it in writing.

We should have learned by now that even having
words written by God in stone is no
guarantee we will keep it any bet-
ter. It might make us more comfort-
able to have writings that we can
use to hold each other accountable
and to give us more reason to trust
God. Nevertheless, if obedience is
not based on relationship it is not the submission God
chooses.

The characteristics of the New Covenant (Jere-
miah 31:31-34). The old covenant delivered by Moses was
a contract in which both parties, God and Israel, agreed to
certain conditions. In exchange for God’s guiding and pro-
tecting them the former Hebrew slaves agreed to keep
certain rules. They were, in a sense, still slaves but to a
new and benevolent Master. The rules were spelled out in
considerable detail in the laws given to Moses. But just
like their ancestors in the garden they seemed unable to
resist the temptation to stretch the boundaries.

For Israel the challenge seemed to be not so much re-
fraining from disobedience but seeing how far they could
stretch the laws without being disobedient. When we
can reduce a relationship to a piece of paper there is al-
ways the tendency to do this. When the prophet speaks
of having it written in our minds and hearts he is speak-
ing of making God’s commands so much our own that

they become natural
for us. We will not need
to stand guard over the
behavior of others be-
cause they have the
Spirit of God to guide
them just as we do.

The immutability of the New Covenant (vv. 35-
37). The covenant that the prophet sees God having
with his people will be an eternal covenant. It will no
longer be subject to the whims of the people because it
will be a covenant that has its roots in the depths of our
soul.

When the Father gives us a new heart in our new
birth its primary desire is to please
God. We enter a relationship with the
Father based on a mutual love that is
1 willing to make any sacrifice for the
- other. Where there is no willingness
to sacrifice there is no love and no re-
lationship. Where such a willingness
does exist it cannot be ended.

The superiority of the New Covenant (Hebrews
8:6-7, 13). The covenant God made with Israei at Sinai
was wonderful. Its principles made a nation out of a
group of slaves. Those guidelines are at the core of the
founding principles for many nation’s laws.

But telling people what they must or must not do
does not make them better people. To really make peo-
ple behave better there must be a desire in their hearts
to do so. For nearly 2,000 years we have known that
such an inward desire is created only when Jesus Christ
is at the center of our desire.

The mediator of the New Covenant (9:11-15).
Only in the life and work of Jesus is it possible for us to
have that inner desire to follow the guidance of God.
Only through the earthly ministry of Jesus, including
his death and resurrection, can we have the power and
willingness to live as we should. — Nail, a former Nashville
pastor, works at LifeWWay Christian Resources, Nashville.

Promoting missions work

By Rick Roberts _

Focal Passage:
Acts 15:1-3, 7-11, 30-32, 35

Talk about missions work (vv.
1-3). The 15th chapter of Acts
records a crucial time in the life of
the early church. What was at stake
was the Gospel of salvation by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ alone.
Two important aspects of the story
that should be noted are the way
conflict in the church was handled
and the result of the conflict.

Paul and Barnabas had met with
great success in their first mission-
ary endeavor. In response, certain
men came from Judea to correct
what they believed to be error in
both doctrine and practice regarding
the Gentile mission.

It is clear from the whole of chap-
ter 15 that the supposed doctrinal
error was that faith in Jesus Christ
alone was all that was necessary for
salvation. The error in practice ac-
cording to these Jewish believers
was that the Gentile converts were
not required to submit to circumci-
sion and the whole Jewish Law.
Paul and Barnabas had not laid any
of this upon their Gentile converts
and as one would expect they came
into sharp disagreement with the
men from Judea. Paul and Barnabas
were defending the Gospel of Christ
itself and that is why they came into
such sharp disagreement. We in the
church today should take note that
when it comes to matters of the

in the church today are over matters
of taste or personal opinion.

Another thing to note is how the
conflict was handled by the church in
Antioch. Realizing that the questions
raised by this conflict had far reach-
ing consequences they sought the en-
tire council of the church leaders of
‘that day. The church appointed Paul,
Barnabas, and some others to go to
Jerusalem. Sometimes the issues
that the local church is dealing with
are too difficult to be resolved with-
out seeking outside council. We

should never be oo en e
ashamed to admit = K3 the

that we are in wa-
ter that is too | ..
deep for us. Weas ™
Tennessee Bap-
tists have tremendous resources
available to us to help in such times.
Champion the missions mes-
sage (vv. 7-11). During the protract-
ed Jerusalem Council Peter spoke on
behalf of the Apostles and what he
had to say demonstrates the maturi-
ty of the leading Apostle. Peter called
upon all present to recall that he
himself had been commissioned by
God to speak the Gospel to Gentiles.
Peter also called upon them to re-
member that those Gentiles had
been saved and their conversion had
been demonstrated by the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit. Peter then told
them that those converts had not
converted to Judaism before salva-
tion. Peter also reminded the Jewish
Christians that if they had not found

Gospel of Jesus Christ we should bey righteousness before God through

willing to stand and be counted. Too
often however our largest struggles

AN

the Law, how could they expect the
Gentiles would find a right standing

before God through the Law. No,
Jews and Gentiles alike had but one
problem and that was sin and only
one remedy and that was salvation.
Notice how Peter who had cowered
before others now stands like a
“rock” for the truth of the Gospel.

Strengthen the base of mis-
sions (vv. 30-32, 35). The outcome
of the conference at Jerusalem was
that concessions would be made on
both sides. The Jewish Christians
would not insist that Gentiles be cir-
cumcised and submit to the Law of
Moses and the
Gentiles would
not participate
in immorality or
idolatry and
they would not
eat meat from animals that had
been strangled (with the blood still
in the meat). Notice that these con-
cessions dealt with how one entered
the church and how one related to
the church. It was now universally
accepted that all came to be saved
the same way and to prevent frac-
tures in the fellowship between Jew-
ish and Gentile converts certain
moral and social conditions would be
met.

At the end of the day Paul and
Barnabas are again doing what they
were called by God to do, preaching
and teaching the word of the Lord.
What we find when conflicts are han-
dled as they should be with a humble
and submissive spirit, the church is
able to do what it should be doing
preaching and teaching the word of
God in unity. — Roberts is pastor, First
Baptist Church, Rockwood.




B Emery Farmer, retired
director of missions, New
Salem Baptist Association,
based in'Carthage, died Nov.
17. He served the association
from 1989-92. He also served
as pastor of Flewellyn Baptist
Church, Springfield, 1984-89;
Cross Creek Baptist Church,
Indian Mound, 1980-84; First
Baptist Church, Cornersville,
1972-80; New Middleton Bap-
tist Church, Gordonsville,
1968-72; First Baptist Church,
Red Boiling Springs, 1966-68;
and Oak Grove Baptist
Church, McEwen, 1960-64. He
was a graduate of Belmont
University, Nashville; and
Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity, Murfreesboro. Farmer
is survived by his wife, Mar-
garet, Clarksville; and daugh-
ters Martha Repsel, Clarks-
ville, and Elizabeth Holmes of
the TBC staff, Hermitage.

B Western District Baptist

Association, based in Paris,
dedicated its annual at its an-
nual meeting recently to
Charles R. Conger who has

served as treasurer for 26
years. Conger is a retired
banker and member of First
Baptist Church, Paris, where
he 1s assistant teacher of a
men’s Bible class.

B Third Baptist Church,

Nashville, has called Rich
Painter, a student at Belmont
University, Nashville, as min-
ister of youth.

B First Baptist Church,

Tracy City, has called Scott
Linginfelter as pastor. Ling-
infelter previously served as

associate pastor of a church in
Columbus, Ind.

B Brian Reynolds, senior

pastor, Southeast Baptist
Church, Murfreesboro, has re-
signed.

B Walter W. Rice was hon-

ored recently by the Adult 5
Sunday School Department of
Central Baptist Church, Oak
Ridge. Rice has taught Sunday
i School at the
church for 52
years. His
health required
a transition to
substitute sta-
tus recently.
Rice said he
was motivated
to study the
Bible after attending his fa-
ther’s Sunday School class as a
boy. It was taught by J.H.

RICE

DIRECTORS of missions who retired during the past year were honored at the convention
and include, from left, Bob Campbell, Fayette Baptist Association; George Hill, Carroll-Ben-

ton; John Churchman, Chilhowee; Roy Fowler, McMinn-Meigs; Joe Naylor, Dyer; and Glenn
Hester, ALPHA. Not present was Bill Smith, Western District.

ELECTED to lead Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy trustees
recently were, from left, Mike Collins, insurance executive and
member, Rutledge Baptist Church, Rutledge, secretary; Carroll
Reagan, pharmacist and member of Sevier Heights Baptist Church,
Knoxville, chairman; and Harry Wampler, businessman and mem-
ber, First Baptist Church, Lenoir City, vice chairman. All three have
children who are students or who have been students. The trustees
oversee the Bible Training Center for Adults, Chilhowee Retreat
Center, and King’s Academy, a boarding and day school for stu-

dents in grades K-12.

Moore, a Quaker and professor
at Lincoln Memorial Universi-
ty, Harrogate. Rice also credits
Ken Combs, pastor of Central
Church, when Rice and his
wife joined the church in 1948.
He believes it takes at least
one hour of study or prepara-
tion for every five minutes of
presentation. The book of Ro-
mans 1s his favorite and chap-
ter 8 is his favorite chapter.

B Calvary Baptist Church,

Kingsport, has called Thomas
L. “Tiger” Brooks as minis-
ter of youth and children.

MESSENGERS
voie on a mat-
ter of business
during a ses-
sion of the an-
nual meeting.

Brooks, a student at Milligan
College was ordained to the
ministry by the church Oct. 29.

B Macedonia

Baptist
Church, Kenton, held a
Judgment House Oct. 28-29,
31, and Nov. 1. As a result, 62
people made professions of
faith and 317 made other spiri-
tual decisions.

B Silver Springs Baptist

000 TBC annual meetin r .-

Church, Mt. Juliet, w |,
its annual walk-throy ug s
matic production “In ] |,
hem Inn,” Nov. 30, D¢
Part1c1patwn includes
similar to a first centur;
tinian meal. Reservati,
needed. For more infor
call (615) 641-0280 24 |
day.

® Lookout Valley 1|
Church, Chattanoog
host David Ring, eva |
based in Franklin, Nov,
p.m. For more informat;
(423) 825-5335.

® The Student Min
Edgefield Baptist C
Nashville, will prese|
musical, eXtreme Chris:
Not a Silent Night, Dec
p.m. For more informat;
the church at (615) 255-

B Bear Creek B&

Church, Parsons, de |
its new sanctuary N [
Gebrge Hill, retired dir =
missions, Carroll Bent( Tl
tist Association, spoke. e
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JAMES POH'(
right, TBC ex |
utive director, :
cepts a plaq i
from Mich: "
Collins, exe«
tive direct ==
Baptist Sti}
Convention =
Michigan, ¢
mark the end
the 20-year p:
nership betwe
the two conve

THE EXHIBIT HALL of the annual meehng drew many messﬂ
wished to get information from the Baptist entities represented there. *'-




