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Latest incident 
reminder of 
youth needs 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

God never cea ses to 
amaze me. 

In December the Baptist 
and Reflector staff began ex
ploring, a long wi th K en t 
Shingleton and Larry 
Robertson of the Tennessee 
Bsptist Convention's ev~n
gelism office, the possibility 
of producing a special issue 
related to the annual TBC 
Youth Evangelism Confer 
ence. 

We wanted to produce an 
issue t hat would fo cus on 
youth ministry and on the 
impOTt"B.'nl:e of -evangelizing 
today's teenagers. 

Statist.ics have s hown 
that if an individual <roes 

1uu" accep t Christ as Lord 
r~uu. Savior by age 18, the 
::YII:&elihood of that person 

A'lt,~>l" accept ing Christ in
creases dramatically. 

Little did we know back 
in December that the week 
prior to publication of this 
issue, a school shooting 
would once again headline 
the news . God knew even 
then that we needed to give 
priority to this matter be
cause today's teens face in
credible pressures from a 
society almos t devoid of 
morals and values. 

ln this issue are a num
barofyouth-related a rticles. 
You may think, "I d on ' t 
work in youth ministry. 
This issue has no r e le
vance." I daresay t h e 
t reater majority of our 
readers are either parents 
or grandparents. The issue 
is relevant. 

We may never be able to 
~Av'Ant tragedies such as 

one at Columbine High 
:JlOIOJ near Denver a few 

ago or the one that oc
just last week in San

Calif., but we can help 
lOSe incidences d~crease. 

evangelizing and disci
our teenagers, who in 

will evangelize and dis-
- See Latest, page 18 
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Today's teens most likely to lead 
revival in nation, youth leaders say· 
By Ruth Robinson 
Special to Baptist and Reflector . 

CHATTANOOGA - Some
thing unusual is happening in 
t he lives of teenagers today. 
That was an opinion expressed 
repeatedly during the three-day 
Southeast Conclave 2001 held 
a t the Chattanooga Choo Choo 
- Holiday Inn here Feb. 22-24. 

"Something is up with this 
generation of students. It is 
not lik e it h a s been in the 
past," according to Richard 
Ross, pr ofessor of student min
istries a t South wes tern Bap
tist Theological Seminary and 
one of dozens of seminar lead
ers at the Conclave. 

"P ossibly it is God's inten
tion to bring a major revival to 
church es t hrough students. It 
is possible students will break _ 
out in revival and reform your 
churches and that will spr ead 
into the culture and reform the 
nation . We are overdue for re
vival," he said. 

Concla~e 2001, an annual 

SANDY AND DOYLE WILLIAMS of First Baptist Church, Camden, 
discuss a program offered with Di Keener, righ~ of the TBC Evan
gelism/Missions Strategies Group during the Southeast Conclave 
2001 held recently in Chattanooga. - Photo by Ruth Robinson. 

gathering.of Southern Baptist 
youth leaders. from s.ix South
eastern states, began with a 

bang on Thurs day n ight and 
concluded Saturday with equal 
vigor . In between , participants 

March 23-24 on MTSU campus 

could choose six out of 48 semi
n ars that touched on almos t 
every aspect of youth ministry, 
visit exhibition booths, and 
participate in spirited worship 
services. 

Registration officials said 
th ere wer e 400 youth minis
ters, plus wives and some chil
dren, representing youth work 
in North and South Carolina, 
Geor gia, Florida , Alabama , 
an d Ten nessee. Some 44 ex
hibitors wer e str etched along 
t h e en t ire fron t of the Choo 
Choo Conven t ion H all and 
crowded into another room in 
the main building. 

Doug Crou ch , director of 
s tude nt ministries for the 
Georgia Baptist Conven tion, 
said in the firs t opening wor
ship service that the purpose 
of the meeting was to raise the 
level of you th ministry. «rt is 
th e great est ministry in the 
church. We work with the most 
impression a bl e people m 
church today." 
-See Today's, page 4 

New location, same pu~ · ose for a n a/YEC 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - To p ar aphrase an 
old adage, "If it 's not broken , don't fix 
' t , 1 . 

Well, the annu al Tenn essee Baptist 
Youth E vangelis m Confer ence is n ot 
broken , but th e 2001 ver sion is being 
"tweaked" out of necessity. 
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Sch e dulin g conflicts 
kept this year ' s event 
from being h eld at Van
derbi l t University's 
Memorial Gymnasium in 
Nashville. 

Instead, th e 2001 YEC 
will be held March 23-24 

SHINGLETON in the Murphy Center on 
the campus of Middle 

Tennessee State Univer s ity in Mur
freesboro, according to Kent Shingleton, 
youth evangelism specialist for the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. =rr 

Wh i le it is a maj or shift from the 
p ast there are s everal plus es i n the 

m ove, Shingleton observed. 
F ir st, th e Murphy Center is a more 

m odern facility. The sound and acous
t i cs will be much better 
than in previous years, 
h e said. 

Second, Shingleton 
obser ved , the Murph y 
Cen ter is "in the round." 
The stage is in the center 
so everyone will be closer to 
the stage. It will provide 
more'intimacy, he noted. 

Third, there is more free parking 
available closer to the Murphy Cen t er 
th an h as been available at Vanderbilt in 
recent years, he continued . 

"Wh ile we w e re bles sed over t he 
years at Vanderbilt there seems to be an 
excitement about moving to a new loca
tion,"£hingleton observed. 

He n oted that the people and church
es of Concord Baptist Association have 
"bent over backwards to help u s" i n 
planning and carrying off the even t, 
.Shingleton said. Seventeen of the associ-

ation's churches are host ing ''breakout" 
sessions for th e confer ence on Saturday. 
In addition, numerous volunteers from 
the associa tion will be wor king during 
the event, he added . 

The YEC serves thr ee primary 
pu rposes for teenagers, he 
observed . 

'The number one priority 
and reason we have this 
weekend is to share the 
good news of Jesus Christ 
with teenager s who don't 
k now him as Lor d and 
Savior ," he said. 

Second, the weekend provides encour
agement to teens wh o are already Chris
tians, Shingleton con tinued . H e noted 
Christian teens sometimes feel isolated 
at school because th ey feel surrounded 
by non-Christians. "But when they come 
together at the YEC with 20,000 other 
studen ts who worsh ip and praise the 
Lord, it makes an impact on them and 
lets them know th ey are not alone." 
-See New, page 18 
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Coa,lition pushes 
constitutional 
amendm.ent 
For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE -A coalition of 
pro-life organizations and state_ 
legislators announced March 6 
their support for an amendment 
to the Tennessee Constitution 
that would enable citizens of the 
state to restore protective laws 
struck down by the Tennessee 
Supreme Co~rt last fall. . 

. The action comes as a result 
of a controversial ·ruling last 
September in Planned Parent
ho~d of Middle Tenness.ee v. 
Sundquist in which the co-urt 
struck down popularly support
ed statutes regarding abo-rtiop in 
Tennessee. In a 4-1 deci~ion, the 
court ruled that the . Tennessee 
Constitution provides a "funda.:. 
mental right to abortion." 

Among those attending the · 
conference was Senator David · 
Fowler of Chatta11oega who will 
1ead the effort on behalf of the 
16 Senate co-sponsors. 
· ''There has been much talk in . ' 

.recent years about the right of 
the p'eople to vote to amerid the 
state Constitution," Fowler said. 

"Only the people can amelild 
the Constitution and the majori
ty of the court usurped that 
right by its decision. It is only 

spokesperson. · . , 
Several hundred church 

members gathered Monday 
night to pray for the students as 
well as their families. In addi
tion, the church provided profes
sional Christian counselors to 
assist the 100-plu.s members of 
the church's youth group. 

Charles Andrew Williams is -the 15-year-old suspect charged 
with murder. 

Poiice looked for answers to 
explain why thre~ts from a hoy 
they called "an angry, young 
man" went unheeded before the 
high school freshman allegedly 
carried a gun to scheol and 
opened fire, killing two. class
mates. 

"He was telling us how he 
was goin.g to bring a gun to 
school ... but'we·-thought he was 
joking," 15-year-ol-d Neil 
O'Grady told The lAYs Angeles 
Times .. "We were like, 'Yeah, , 
right.', 

Frte·nds even seat-cl:ied 
Williams when he arrived at 
Santana High Schoe1 i:n the San. 
Diego subu.rb of .Santee on the 
morning of March 5 - but <lilin't 
search his backpack aNd missed 
the .22~caliber ha-ndgun he ap
parently had hidden there. At 
least ene adult said he had 
heard the threats, and also 
thought the boy was joking. 

That, said -Assistan.t San 
Diego County Sheriff Tom Zoll, 
was problematic. "The kids hear 
these things, and there's not a 

.biig seeiet· a:r.ound, h\,lt no1>ody 
_seems to take it to any o( t.h.e 
adults to get action taken be
cause nohody takes them seri
ously/' Zoll tQld The Times: • 

-

Santana students _ 
right that the people should I 
have an opportunity to decide begin spiritua, 
whether they want to accept or 
reject ·that court-made amend- emotional healing 
ment and whether they think Baptist Press 
that reasonable protections for 
the woman and her child should SANTEE, Calif. - Hundreds 
be in place." .of Santana High School stu-

Representative Jamie Hagood _ dents, many accompanied by 
of Knoxville . is the Hovse spon- their parents, returned to class 
sor. Thirty-seven members of the March 7, just two days after a 
Tennessee House of Repres·enta- 15-year-old boy opened fire, 
tives have ·signed on to· the bill killing two students and injuring 
as co-sponsors. • 13 ·others, including two at:lul ts. 

Two_ Baptist teens 
injured in school 
shooting at Santana 
Baptist Press 

SANT~E, Cali'f. - Two 
Southern Baptist teenagers w~re 
among the 13 students in.jured 
when a 15-year-old gunman 
opened fire at Santana High 
School on March 5, killing two 
people. 

Travis Tate-Gallegos, 15, and 
James Jackson, 15, are members 
of Pathways Community 
Church, a Southern Baptist con
gregation in Santee, Calif. Tate
Gallegos was shot in the mouth 
and .Jackson was shot in the 
head. 'Both are expected to make 

Walking past a. ma.keshift 
memorial adorned with flowers, 
posters,-and purple and gold bal
loons, students, some carrying 
Bibles, marched back to class 
threugh a sea of network media 
and cm1.ous onlookers. · 

Pastors, counsel0rs, and pro
fessional psychologists were 
present in every classroom to 
provide help as students and fac-. , 
ulty began th_e process of emo-
tional and spiritual healing from 
the nation's most recent out
break of school violence. 

Phil HerringtoN, past'or of the 
Southern Baptist Pathways 
CommUnity Church, has been a 
key point person in providing as
sistance to students and their 
families since Charles Andrew 
Williams shot and killed Randy 
Gordon and Bryan Zuckor in a 
random act of violence. 

~ .... ~ -:< ~" "' ·· .·.. . _ .. ~, · · , ;, ilt•ador. 
* ~ 

Herrington, wlilo also serves 
as chaplain of tlle local sheriffs 
department, has be.en working 
around the cloc'k, ministering to 
families throughout t.h.e commu
nity. 

"This has been a cli.fficu.l t day 
. ' 

for us," Herrington said during a 
break in c0uNselin.g sessioNs at 
Santana High School. "Bu.t this 
is the moment and time that we 
as Southern Baptists can be of 
tremendous help to our commu
nity. We are here to pray, con
sole, and listen to what our stu-
dents have to say. . 

''This is ou.r time, our ehance 
to be a ·witness to Jesus Christ," 
Herrington added. "We are a 
close commliNity here alild this 
has impacted all of us." • 

' 

Atlanta churches 
consider forming 

• • • new assoc•at1on 
Baptist Press 

ATLANTA - An ad hoc 
group of concerned Atlanta Bap~ 
tists took initial steps to form a 
new Baptist association within 
the metro Atlanta area Feb. 22. 
The move was in reaction to a 
controversial vote in January by 
the Atlanta Baptist Association 
to retain two member churches 
that allow homosexuals to have 
leadership positions within their 
congregations. 

Approximately 50 persons at
tended the well-organized meet
ing at Pine Lake Baptist Church 
in Stone Meuntain. Georgia 
Baptist parliamentarian Lester 
Cooper explained the proc.ess for 
forming a new Baptist associa-

tiqn and answered procedunl 
questions from ·the assembly. 

Appro·ximately 18 Atlanta
ai,:ea churches were represented. 
Cooper explained that in order 
for a new association. to· 'be ac
cepted iNto the Georgia Ba,pfist 
Convention it would need to 
have a minimum of 15 ehu·rches. 

Follewing the Atlanta Baptist 
Associati0n's called meetin.g Jan. 
30, a statement waS' issued €rom 
the association that the vote was 
based on the issu.e of local 
church autonomy, At the Feb. 22 
meeting, speakers in~-isted that 
the issue was sedomy i:l'·J.l'"! 

whether the Atlanta Baptist 
sociation is going to condone 
ful practices. 

Some of the participants wP.1re 

hepeful that the position of 
Atlanta Association might be 

- versed. Sam Boyd, pastor ef 
Vernon Church in Atlanta, has 
given notice that he will submit 
an amendment to the associa: 
tio:n's bylaws on. membership af 
the annual associational meet· 
ing scheduled March.12. 

-That amendment would sta~ 
that "an affiliated church doel 
n.ot include a church whiel 
knowipgly takes, or ·has taken 
any action to affirm, approve, 01 

endorse homosexual behavior." 
S0me speakers i:ndicated the: 

were not eptimistic about revers 
ing the Atlanta association's po 
sition since it would require 1 

t.wo-thirds majority to chang· 
the bylaws. But even if the mo 
tion did pass, there were deepe 
concerns ~th the present lead 
ership of the association. Severs 
of the gathered churches at Pin 
Lake appeared already commif 
ted to the idea of starting somE 
thing new. • 



Crisis teens need rules, consistency, love 
By Terri Lackey 
For Baptist Press 

GLORIETA, N.M.- Teens 
who have experienced constant 
abuse and neglect deserve 
God's grace, and ministers of 
youth or recreation are in the 
position to help them find it, a 
former youth minister said. 

Jim Graham, a 15-year vet
eran of youth ministry and 
now a student at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
said "crisis kids" can be placed 
in two categories. There are 
those at the "bottom of the cliff 
where an ambulance is need
ed" and there are rowdy teens 
who could use some guidelines 
and consistency. 

Graham, a Ph.D candidate 
who is adjunct and research 
associate for the Youth Min
istry ·Institute at NOBTS, 
taught the seminar, "Caring 
for Crisis Kids," to ministers of 
recreation attending Rec Lab, 
Feb. 25-March 2, at LifeWay 
Glorieta Conference Center, 
here. 

Crises for kids can start in 
the home, at school , or with 
peers, Graham said. 

"At home, some kids experi
ence harsh or unpredictable 
behavior patterns that include 
extreme neglect. They are left 
on their own to fend for them
selves or for their younger 
brothers and sisters," he said. 

"Kids raised without 

parental guidance grow up 
without an appropriate sense 
of guilt," Graham said. "Smok
ing and drinking or participat
ing in sexual activity before 
age 12 is a clear indicator crisis 
stuff is going on in their lives." 

While youth ministers or 
ministers of recreation are not 
necessarily trained to handle 
teenagers with such severe 
problems, there are a few ways 
they can help, Graham said. 

(1) Develop an intentional 
relationship with a teenager 
you believe is in trouble. 

"As adults, you'll have to 
initiate the relationship. Kids 
in crisis do not come up to you 
and tell you everything that is 
going wrong in their lives," ·he 
said. 

Some symptoms, Graham 
said, include what they wear, 
how they fix their hair, spo
radic behavior patterns, and 
significant weight loss, espe
cially in girls .. 

(2) Do something with them 
or plan an activity around 
them. "They might be mor e 
willing to do something when 
an activity is involved," he sug
gested. 

(3) Schedule. one-on-one 
time with them. "But never do 
that in private. Take them to 
lunch at a fast food restaurant 
where you can have a private 
conversation, but where there 
are a lot of people." 

(4 ) Don't be afraid to ·go on 

their turf. "Find out where 
they like to hang ~mt and go 
there." 

Before ministers offer help, 
they need to do their home
work about the teen in ques
tion, Graham said. 

''You need to know the prob
lems going on in their home. 
What are some inappropriate 
things going on in your com
munity the kid might be in
volved in? What's going on 
with their peers?" he asked. 

Ministers a lso should know 
their limitations as an individ
ual, Graham said. 

"What kind of t ime do you 
have? What kind of training do 
you have? What are your prior
ities? What is your giftedness? 
Who are the spedalists in your 
area? When do you refer?" 

He listed seven characteris
tics troubled teens exhibit and 
possible rerrie<;lies to each situ
ation. 

(1) Teens with few positive 
adult role models tend to reject 
authority, possess deep-seated 
anger, have difficulty attaching 
to others and struggle to ex
press themselves. ''The remedy 
is for someone to fill the role of 
fath er or mother in Christ so 
the person can experience all 
they are as a child of God," he 
said. 

(2) Teens without a biblical 
worldview are confused about 
what's right and wrong .. They 
need a genuine encounter with 

Christ and to see authentic 
faith lived out in someone so 
they can reorient their lives 
around solutions that work. 

(3) Teens accustomed to fail
ure tend to fear success. They 
need to see themselves as God 
sees them so they can live in 
accordance with that identity. 

(4 ) Teens who have experi
enced significant pain tend not 
to trust other pe-ople. They 
need to feel like they belong so 
they can take risks to trust 
a gam. 

(5) Teens who lack hope and 
a sense pf purpose in their 
lives tend not to plan for to
morrow. They need a dream or 
vision so they can make deci
sions with a long-term perspec
tive. 

(6 ) Teens who feel power
less, without many positive op
tions, u sually reb el in un-• healthy ways. They need em-
powerment and healthy bound
aries so they can move toward 
healthy independence. 

(7) T een s who have felt 
abandoned tend to give up on 
themselves. They need at least 
one person in their life who be
lieves in them so the teen can 
become a potential advocate for 
others. 

When "rowdy'' or crisis teens 
visit a church's youth or recre
ation ministries, good disci
pline policies should be in 
place, Graham said. 

Using material developed by 

Richard Ro ss, professor of 
youth ministry at Southwest
ern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Fort Worth, Texas, Gra
ham said there are four keys to 
developing a good disci pi i ne 
policy. They are: 

(1) Use a positive approach. 
Don't refer to cleaning up the 
youth group. Refer to providing 
a safe, warm, structured envi
ronment. 

(2) Define expectations in 
advance. 

(3) Build in a warning proce
dure that is positive. If the 
teen is constantly di srupting 
events, talk to them about 
their need to follow guidelines. 
For example, a minister might 
say to the teen, "I think you 
recognize this isn't working, 
and I want you to stay, but if 
you can't participate construc
tively, you will have to leave 
the group." That makes it the 
teen's· choice to leave or stay 
under the current guidelines. 

( 4) Develop a plan for conse
quences ·and carry them out. 

"Kids don't ultimately turn 
against the church if our disci
pline policies are consistent 
and fair," Graham said. "When 
teenagers know the routine , 
they do what is right." • 

Convention staHers agree· 

Youth leaders need to be aware ollegal issues 
~ 

' By Ruth Robinson 
Special to Baptist and Reflector 

CHATTANOOGA- Scott 
Carroll, who is in charge of 
youth ministry for the South 
Carolina Baptist Convention, 
and Bruce Edwards, in a simi
lar position for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, became 
the leaders for a session on le
gal issues when the scheduled 
leader came down with a virus. 

The conference was held 
during the recent Southeast 
Conclave 2001 for youth minis
ters. 

Rather than lecture, they 
turned the seminar into a 
question and answer period. 

"It is very important to stay 
abreast of laws," Carroll said. 
A former middle school band 
director and youth minister, 
Carroll said he spoke from per
sonal experience and "Yes, I 
have been sued . It does hap
pen." 

"One good lawsuit can wipe 
a church out," Edwards said. 

"It can wipe you out, too," 
Carroll added. 

Use common sense, he sug
gested. "It is amazing how peo
ple can twist things, particu
larly parents and lawyers . 

• 

Think about what you are do
ing. Don't send a seventh 
grade student up a steeple to 
reclaim a Freebe. Don't grind 
up goldfish in a blender and 
have kids drink it. Both of 
these things have happened," 
he said. 

"Under no circumstances 
ever counsel a person of either 
sex in a room with the door 
closed. It's your word against 
theirs and lawyers and juries 
go with their word. You lose 
your job and your reputation. 
Perception is reality. Always 
assume the worst. People come 
back years later with accusa
tions." 

"When with the opposite 
sex," Edwards said, "the key is 
to have another youth leader of 
the opposite sex with you. 
Teenagers relate better and it's 
safer." 

The legal term, Carroll said, 
is due diligence. You have done 
everything you can to protect 
the teenager. 

Both leaders said the word 
counselor should never be 
used. "Legally a counselor 
must have credentials. Use 
sponsor or encourager or some
thing else," Carroll said. 

When a stud~nt confides ID 

• 

a youth minister, this is privi
leged cqnversation. "Keep it 
confidential. Prayer requests 
during staff meetings are the 
biggest break of confidentiali
ty. Legally you cannot share 
that information by name," 
Carroll said. 

"There are two things you 
are legally required to report 
by law: abuse and when a per
son's life is at stake, either 
theirs or another's. These are 
the only two times to share 
privileged conversation." 

"Document 
your meeting 
1n some way, 
not necessari
ly the gory de
tails but some 
record of the 
conversation. 
Make sure the 
student knows 
you are docu

EDWARDS 

menting it, sum it up and have 
them sign it," Edwards said. 

''Minister to parents as well 
as teenagers, but don't bypass 
the student in going to the par
ents. Kids are manipulative 
and will take ad¥antage of you. 
Teenagers try to shift responsi
bility and blame anyone else." 

A lawyer in the group 

brought up the issue of back
ground checks. There should 
be checks on both ministers 
and workers, including police 
records and these should be re
peated annually, the two lead
ers said. 
· "A medical release will not 
keep you from being sued," 
Carroll said, and one is needed 
each and every time any kind 
of trip is planned. The infor
mation needed on the slip in
cludes full name, full address, 
student Social Security num
ber, student birth date, all 
phone numbers of contact in
formation of custodial parents, 
known medical conditions, 
medications, drug allergies , 
and parents' insurance infor
mation. 

"No slip, no trip. They are 
left behind," Carroll said. "On 
trips, provide the custodial 
parent an exact itinerary and 
don't get away from it. It is 
better to provide too much in
formation." 

If there are delays or some
thing happens, notify the par
ent. One thing he suggested 
churches have is a phone tree 
which will automatically con
tact every number placed on 
the tree. "It's the best invest-

ment we ever made," he said. 
Participants also asked 

about the matter of church in
surance. 

''You can never have enough 
insurance. Invest in short 
term, low cost trip insurance," 
Edwards said. 

In regard to trips, Edwards 
also advised against handling 
money. "You've got lots more 
things to think about. Give it 
to some lay person with that 
gift," he said. 

"You could be the most sig
nificant adult in a teenager's 
life but be careful in the way 
you hug and touch them. Don't 
not touch kids. You may be the 
only adult that touches them, 
but touch appropriately," Ed
wards said. 

"Whatever you do, do the 
same for everybody," Carroll 
added. "Find ways to connect 
with the parents," he suggest
ed. 

"Don't become a policeman , 
become a lover of teenagers,·· 
Edwards said. 

"We never had to face this 
even 10 years ago,~ an older 
minister said. "People out 
there see the church as a posc:•
ble cheap buck. Be smarter, 
not frustrated." • 

• 



Today's teens -most likely to lead revival in ... 
- Continued from page 1 

During a seminar session, 
Bruce Edwards, director of stu
dent ministries for the TBC, 
told youth leaders, •cy ou could 
be the most significant adult in 
a teenager's life." 

A tireless Joe Engle of 
Keller, Texas, backed by a 
band of young musicians from 
Atlanta, kept the responsive 
audience on their feet through 

. much of an hour of contempo
. rary music at each of five wor
ship services. 

The Skit Guys, Tommy 
Woodward and Eddie Jones of 
San Diego, Calif., kept the 
youth leaders roaring with 
laughter with delightfully fun
ny presentations that used hu
mor and drama to put across 
serious issues the leaders face 
in their work. 

Even illuaionist Brock Gill 
got into the act at one of the 
services when he did his card 
tricks using one of the youth 
leaders from the audience to 
help him. She looked as befud
dled by his sleight of hand a~ 
did the rest of the audience. 

Keynote speaker- Giglio 
There were two keynote 

speakers. Louie Giglio of 
Choices Resources in Atlanta, 
spoke at the first three wor
ship services and Jon Randles, 
an· evangelist and inspirational 
speaker from Lubbock, Texas, 
spoke at the last two. 

Choice Resources, Giglio 
said, focuses on passion confer
ences. The passion movement 
works with college students to 
begin worship and prayer to
ward an awakening in this 
generation on the nation's 
campuses, he said. Recently in 
Memphis, an ~vent drew 
50,000 college 
students for 
prayer and 
solemn as
sembly. 

Giglio also 
leads a Tues
day night 
Bible study at 
North Point 
Community 

GIGLIO 

Church in Atlanta, with ·some 
3,000 young single adults in 
attendance. 

Giglio's theme for the 
Thursday and Friday morning 
services was that Christ is in
side a believer, not beside 
them. "When his being inside 
you clicks (in your mind), 
everything changes." 

In his opening remarks, 
Giglio said the basic qu~stion 
for youth leaders was "How do 
you pull it off?" Many, he said, 
"are better at telling youth 
how they should live a Christ
ian life rather than living it. 
They (leaders) are living vic
ariously through them 
\youth)." 

Know, he said, "that this 
church is given to you as a 
steward of God to fully carry 
out the preaching of God. The 

.. 
BRUCE EDWARDS, right, Tennessee Baptist Convention youth 
ministries specialist, and Doug Crouch, youth director for the Geor
gia Baptist Convention, visit with keynote speaker Louie Giglio of 
Atlanta. 

mystery is that God·, who made 
the whole world, is hanging 
out with us." 

Continuing on his theme, 
Giglio said "y~m have died and 
your life is hidden in Christ. 
There is not less and less of 
you and more and more of 
Christ. because Christ is in 
you. Without that, you are o·ne 
big mountain of-self effort and 
you are bound to fail." 

Christianity is not about 
gloom and doom and preaching 
guilt, he said. 'cy our students 
don't need you, they need J e
sus. It is not me and God, but 
all about Christ in me. Jesus 
didn't die on the cross to make 
you better. He died to. make 
dead people alive." 

When an individual is born 
again, Giglio said, all his DNA 
is from God. "What ought to 
happen is we grow up and look 
like the Father.'' 

Christians are complete in 
Christ, Giglio said. •cy ou can't be 
more forgiven than right now, 
nor less. Jesus only did it one 
time. He finished the thing. He 
died one time for all sins and is 
at the right. hand of God." 

But individuals can choose 
to sin and they do need to re
pent, he said. There is a sub
tle difference in semantics. 
"I'm giving you some theologi
cal chew material. The way 
you say it determines whether 
you get it. Repentance is not 
about faith, but being on 
board with the heart of the 
Holy Spirit.'' 

Citing Colossians 2:6, "See 
no one takes you captive 
through false teaching," he 
said, "Don't let anybody short 
sheet you with laws, rules, reg
ulations and t ry harder to be 
what you cannot be. Somehow 
that has been attached to the 
Bible. It is according to the 
world rather than Christ." 

Paul, he said, "says all full
ness dwells in us bodily and 
Christ is in you. Christ in you 
changes everything. The same 
way you received Christ is the 
same way you walk, 'by grace 
through faith and not of your
self. It is the gift of God.' " 

• 

Keynote speaker- Randles 
Randles, at the Friday 

evening and Saturday morning 
services, said he agreed with 
Giglio, but that a balance was 
needed. •cy ou need to get close 
to God and also minister to 
other people. It is not enough 
to get deep. You must also get 
wide." 

Randles, a former pastor 
who now works with schools 
and public and private organi
zations throughout the Mid
west and West, said it was im
portant "to fall on your race 
before God, but you have also 
got to get out ther.e, to be real, 
to have influence and to see 
qur God make a difference." 

He said that in conversation 
with people in all walks of life, 
the most important thing to 
them is influence. "That's what 
they care about. They want to 
make a difference. The only 
thing 'besides !?alvation you 
take to the grave is influence. 
You can't just be right with 
God. You've also got to be right 
with your fellowman." 

• 
He too quoted Scripture, to 

"not just be hearers of the 
word but doers of the word - a 
balance of deep and wide." 

From his work as a chaplain 
witP, different sports organiz~
tions, Randles said "sports in
terfaces languages. It touches 
all cultures. Apply it in youth 
ministry. What athletes have, 
Christians need to know. All 
run, but one receives the 
prize.'' 

Run to win, he advised the 
youth leaders. · 

"People who make it in life 
are those 'who want it the 
most. It is not location or style 
of worship (that influences ad
herents), but is your ministry 
exciting. Pepple will follow 
when they see you are going 
s<;>mewhere, riot just a letter on 
a jacket or a ticket for a meal 
after the game." 

Athletes are always compet
ing against themselves to be 
the best they can be. "If the 
lost don't see us pursuing ex
cellence, why should they lis
ten to what we have to say? 

They don't just want to inake 
the team. They want to play." 

Discipline is necessary, he 
said. "It is not enough to love 
God. We must also hate sin. 
Most people love God and sin. 
That's why they are not effec
tive. Everyone ha$ sins they 
love. We think lost people are 
idiots, but they are not. They 
know us. _They know we are 
not different from what they 
are. 

"All of us rationalize sin and 
are comfortable with it. No
body expects us to be perfect, 
but they do expect us to be 
striving. Move and they will 
follow," Randles said. 

"Just because you are a 
Christian doesn't mean any
thing except 'beam me up 
when I die.' If you are to be ef
fe~tive, you have got to set 
goals. It is not biblical only to, 
worship. Christians have re
sponsibilities. If there is no vi
sion, no goal setting, you will 
fail." 

You can lose your influence, 
he warned. ''When did we stop 
wanting to win the game? 
Many men and 
women truly 
loved Jesus, 
but didn't stay. 
They made bad 
choices. There . 

are 20 percent 
who will al
ways pra1se 
you and 20 
percent who 

RANDLES 

will always criticize. Don't. let 
either end taik you int<;> a deci
sion that keeps you from maxi
mizingyour. influence. Don't let 
anybody stop you." 

Turning again to the theme 
that something unusual is 
happening with young people 
today, ~andles said ''this gen
eration needs to learn how to 
worship and find God. It is a 
mystical generation. They 
have to have absolutes.'' 

He warned that while "peo
ple have to have a god, it is not 
necessarily a Christian God. 
Youth. are seeking permanen
cy. A gang is family, something 
to hold onto. People have to 
have something to hang onto. 
Your job is to go home and do 
something. Go out there and 

make a difference.'' 
There are principles, given 

in Acts 2:41-43, which must be 
embraced to be a success, he 
said. "The world uses these 
principles to win games and 
mak~ money. We need to take 
them back." 

The first principle is desper
ation. "The power of God falls 
on the desperate. Most people 
are not all that desperate, ex
cept for ourselves. There has 
got to be hunger and thirst." 

Secondly, "focus on the ba
sics of faith - holines.s, 'PUJ"\ty., 
forg'iveness, Bible stuay, · 
prayer life, etc. It is_:not-the 
building or technofogy. What 
grows a church is doing the ba
sics." 
An~ third, "a sense of awe 

and wonder, a sense of ex
pectancy. Jesus is a gentle
man. He won't work where he 
is not wanted. If you don't 
want to be successful, God will 
give it to you. If you hear his 
voice, open the door, or he will 
go down the road.'' 

·Expectancy, Randles said, 
"is a powerful, powerful thing. 
If you don't think you can win, 
you will find a way to lose. God 
gives you the desire of yol!u 
heart, whether it is problem or 
opportunity, victim or champi
on, lemon or lemonade. 

"Champions aren't people 
who never fail. All make mis
takes, but they learn from mis
takes and change. Expect to 
win. Stop being afraid. Expect 
to grow. Don't run laps around 
the same problem. Live life 
like Jesus is coming back to,
day, but keep building-as if he 
is not coming back for 100 
years," he said. 

"This generation is scared, 
hungry, desperate, and look
ing, looking for a God. If they 
find Jesus, it will be the great
est revival in 500 years." • -
Robinson is a freelance writer 
from Chattanooga and a mem
ber of First Baptist Church. 

PROGRAM PARTICIPANT Richard Ross, left, of Fort Worth, 
Texas, reminisces with Joe Vinson, minister of youth at Southeast 
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro. Vinson served as an intern under 
Ross when he served as minister of youth at Tulip Grove Baptist 
Church, Old Hickory. - Photos by Ruth Robinson 
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God used YEC to change TBC staHer' s life 
guest 
columnist 
by Larry Robertson 
TllCMaff 

And so I boarded the church 
bus in Savannah that was head
ed to Nashville for the 1982 
Tennessee Youth Evangelism 
Conference. I must admit that I 
wasn't going 'to YEC for the 

most honorable 
intention's. I 
mean, I heard 
the words 
"ROAD TRIP" 
and said, "Sign 
me up!" But 
that all 
changed once 

ROBERTSON we got there. 
_ - · ·. ·. · . I don't re-

• member-a single word said during . 
, that Friday afternoon session, but 

I do remember that God "rattled 
my cage" in an unusual way. Even 

Church of the Covered Dish By Tlzom Tapp, pastor, Oral Baptist Church, Lenoir City 

I WA'3 
'?;AVer; 
ATONe 

MY
'3et..F ... 

though I had received Christ in 
1977 at the age of 10, I was floun
dering in my spiritual infancy. 

At YEC, I was confronted 
with my compromise and medioc
rity as a Christian. My language 
and thought life were horrible! I 
saw myself as I really was and 
was ashamed. Consequently, I 
reaffirmed Christ's lordship in 
my life during our group's devo
tion back at the hotel. 

Saturday morning's session 

ANP I'M ReAL.I..Y GL.AP 
YOU'Re HAVING FUN ... 

ISUT ~OW 
1T'3 TIMe TO 
GO HOMe ... 

"felt" different ... because I was 
different. Once again, I don't re
member the songs or the ser
mon, but I remember the invita
tion. 

The invitation ~as extended 
to the lost that wanted to get 
saved and to the saved that 
wanted to get "right." To say that 
my response to the next p·art of 
the invitation was unexpected is 
an understatement. The preach
er said, "Perhaps there are some 

of you who feel that God is call
ing you to spend the rest of your 
life in the ministry.'' In the open
ness of my renewed commitment 
to Christ, I first sensed ·God's call 
to preach and raised my hand in 
response to the invitation. To 
this day, I'm baffled at how confi
dently I acknowledged God 
speaking tp me about the min
istry. Mter all I had never given 
it a moment's thought before 
that weekend. 

. . 

editoriaV 
• • opm1on 

I didn't say anything to any
body after that session about 
what I was feeling, but I knew 
that God had undoubtedly point
ed my life in a direction that I 
never would have guessed. 1 pub
licly surrendered to· preach the 
Gospel in September of that year 
at the age of 15 and have never 
doubted God's call on my life. 
Through 11 year s in the pas
torate and three years on two 
state convention staffs, that call 
is as clear and fresh as ever. 

The moral to this story? Don't 
underestimate the impact this 
one weekend can have in your 
students' lives. For one casual 
Christian in 1982, God us ed 
YEC to forever change the 
course of his life. • - Robert
son is evangelism specialist for the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

Good parenting is a must and can be done, even in divorce 
families 
matter 

by Paul Barkley, 
counselor 

As devastating as divorce is 
__ to t he husband and wife, the 
~most frequent casualties in di

vorce are the children. When it 
,~u .... become painfully evident 
that a divorce cannot be avoided, 

parents should first look to 
·the. welfare of the childre:ij.. The 
children did not ask to be 
brought into this union and they 

cannot be responsible for taking 
care of themselves. Both par
ents, custodial' or _not, have a re
sponsibility to diminish the dev
astation caused by the divorce. 
In relationship to the children I 
would like to ask the parents to 
consider their responsibility to 
be real, to be honest, and to be 
concerned about wpat is best for 
the children. 

Both parents have to be real. 
Who are you? You can't be both 
mom and dad. You can't take the 
pla~e of the other parent. You are· 
not mighty mom or super dad. 
Your children do not expect that 
from you either: Be real, be who 
you are and were before the di-

vorce. Y QU are your child's parent, be used as tools to l;leat the other 
not 'their pal. God gave children ,partner. Parents should be care
parents instead of playmates be- ful in telling children the bad 
cause children cannot take care·of things about the other partner in 
themselves. While it is good to be order to "get the children on my 
a friend to your child, the child side." The parent might first of 
must always know that you are all need to be honest with himself 
the parent and that they can · or herself about the feelings they 
trust you and rely on· to provide . are having in order to be honest 
for and protect them. with their children. One tlP,ng 

Both parents need to be bon- children can do. They can spot a 
est. Truth engenders trust; dis- phony a mile off. 
honesty - engenders despair. Both parents must be con
Children need truth, but only as cerned about what is best for the 
much truth.as they are capable of children. Two adults who can 
handling cognitively and emo- create a child should be able to 
tionally. They do not need a blow come to terms about what is best 
by blow description of all the gory for the child despite how they 
details. They also do not need to fe~l about each other. Taking re-

sponsibility is not popular nor 
politically correct in our day. 
The sad thing is that the chil
dren are suffering because they 
are not physically, cogni tively, 
emotionally, or socially capable 
of taking responsibility for them
se1ves. Part of this involves not 
giving the children the third de
gree after a visit with the other 
spouse. It also involves being 
there for the children, letting 
them see your commitment, 
even when it is not cunvenient. 

Good parenting can be done 
even in divorce. Parents must, 
however, be real, be honest, and 
be concerned about what is best 
for the child. • 

BEAT Hunger emphasis helps youth see they can make a difference 

Having grown up in a mis
sions-minded Southern Baptist 
home, missions runs in my 
blood. Mom led the Woman's 
Missionary Union and Dad was 
the boys' Royal Ambassadors 
leader in our church. It was 
there as a small boy that I was 
first introduced to the Southern 
Baptist World Hunger Fund. 
Each year, we had a project of 
filling plastic rice bowl banks 
with change to help the poor and 
needy at home and abroad. 

Years have passed but I never 
forgot the feeling I had of realiz
ing that I could make a differ

' ence in the lives of many with 
just my spare change. That real
ity sets the World Hunger Fund 
apart from other charities. Be-

cause we already have mission
aries and volunteers in place, 
100 percent of donations are 
used for hunger. You won't get a 
lot of brochures in the mail and 
won't receive a picture of a child 
to hang on your wall. You may 
never know the names of the 
people you have helped, at least 
not in this life. But you will re
ceive the joy of knowing the 
money you gave went directly to 
feed the starving, and at the 
same time they also received 
spiritual nouri~hment. 

With these memories, I was 
excited when the Ethics & Reli
gious Liberty Commission came 
out with BEAT Hunger, a re
source for youth groups to get in
volved. Since the BEAT Hunger 
retreat at our church, our youth 
group bas really gained a heart 
to help the poor. 

Our young people give us 
what we expect of them. If we 
build a youth ministry on pizza 
and recreation, we risk ending 
up with complacent and self-cen
tered kids. But if we challenge 
them to be "on mission," we will _.,. 

see just how quickly they rise to 
the occasion. 

We now make frequent trips 
to Nashville and Huntsville to 
minister on the streets to the 
homeless. After our last retreat, 
we started a Saturday s~dwich 
ministry among migrant work
ers in our community. Each 
week, we dis
tribute from 
175-200 sand
wiches, mostly 
to children. 
One Saturda~ 
recently, a lady 
we were serv
ing prayed to 
receive Christ. 
Once she under THOMAS 

stood that Jesus would forgive 
her of all her sins, she wanted 
him to take control of her life. 
What softened her heart was the 
meeting of physical needs. If we 
had not been reaching out to 
her, she might never have come 
to know the LoreY. 

The result of the hunger em
phasis in our chl!!ch has been a 
renewed interest in ministry to 

"the least of these". in our com
munity. 

Hunger awareness has in
creased greatly as we have even 
talked about starting a ministry 
center in a poor section of our 
city. 

Of all the resources I've spent 
on youth ministry, and all the 
trips we've taken, our youth talk 
the most about the time we've 
spent ministering to the poor 
and the money we've raised to 
BEAT Hunger. 

Many people may feel they 
cannot afford · to make a differ
ence after seeing ads that tell 
them to impact a child's life for 
$24 a month. But holding a 
BEAT Hunger retreat quickly 
teaches you that only pennies a 
day through the Southern Bap
tist World Hunger Fund can 
save a life while touching a 
heart with the good news of Je
sus Christ. 

A BEAT Hunger retreat can 
impact the entire church as it 
has ours. Each year, along with 
the retreat, we have a church
wide rice bowl campaign. Our 

-

youth had a pizza supper while 
they broke open the bowls and 
sorted the change. This year, we 
collected more than $4,500 for 
the World Hunger Fund. Some 
may think that doesn't sound 
like much money. But it would 
translate into more than 37,500 
meals for homeless people in 
Uganda or more than 9,000 
meals here in the United States. 

This ministry does make a 
difference. It not only meets 
physical needs, it als o opens 
doors for sharing the Gospel. 
Southern Baptist-sponsored 
hunger ministries in the United 
States recorded more than 
13,600 professions of faith in Je
sus last year . It certainly did no 
harm to any of our other em
phases at church since we only 
collected spare change. 

Many youth groups hope they 
can make a difference. Our 
youth, and our church members, 
now KNOW they are making a 
difference . • - Thomas is a 
Christian vocalist and mimster of 
youth at First Baptist Church, Pu
laski. 



• 

• Cynthia Rose Painter 
has been named director of de
velopment, College of Business 
Administration, Belmont Uni
versity, Nashville. Painter was 
employed by Gaylord Enter
tainment, Nashville. 

• Bill Brown has resigned 
as minister of music, Eldad 
Baptist Church, Trenton. 

• Ed Marbury, pastor , 
Fellowship Baptist• Church, 
Milan, will re'tired effective 
March31. 

• Joe Williamson has re
signed as pastor, Northern's 
Chapel Baptist Church, 
Rutherford. 

• Patrick Henry has re
signed as pastor, Smyrna Bap
tist Church, Humboldt. 

• Fir$t Baptist Church, 
Trenton, has named Billy 
Hammonds as pastor emeri
tus. 

• David Burton has been 
promoted to director of evange
lism, Florida Baptist Conven
tion, effective April 1. He was 
director of personal/student 
evangelism for the convention 
for 11 years. Burton is a native 
of Humboldt, a graduate of 
Un·ion University, Jackson; 
and has served on the staff of 
Germantown Baptist Church, 
Germantown; Woodland Bap
tist Church, Jackson; and First 
Baptist• Church, Camden. 

• Boiling Springs Baptist 
Church, Baxter, recently or
dained Kieth Harmon as a · 
deacon. 

• Belmont Uni'(ersity, 
Nashville, has named Joe 
Stacker, interim pastor, First 

Bapti st 
Church, Donel
son, senior con
sultant, 
Moench Center 
for Church 
Leadership. 
Stacker is r e-

,. STACKER tired pastor, 
Belmont 

Heights Baptist Church, 
Nashville, and is retired from 
Life Way Christian Resources 

' Nashville, where he led church 
administration director roles. 
Lloyd Elder is director of the 
center. 

• New Prospect Baptist 
Church, Greenfield, has called 
Toney Wiggins as pastor. 

• Dripping Springs Baptist 
Church, Seymour, has called 
John Whitehead as pastor. 

• Jack Stone, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Scotts
boro, announced March 4 he 
will retire. Stone retired from 
his work in the Nashville as
sessors office about a year ago. 

• William H. Poyner, 
minister of music, Covenant 

Baptist Church, Germantown, 
for the past nine years, has 
been called as associate pas
tor/music at the church. While 
minister of music Poyner also 
served in the church's educa
tional, youth, and senior adult 
ministries. Poyner is a gr_adu
ate of Union University, Jack
son; and New Orleans (La.) 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

• Friendship Baptist 
Church, Ramer, has ·called Joy 
Dean Foster as pastor, effec
tive Jan. 21. 

• Ric Lee has been called 
as pastor, Hickman Baptist 
Church, Hickman. He was pas
tor, Auburn Baptist Church, 
Auburntown. 

~ First Baptist ·church, 
Troy, has called Tony Jones 
as minister of worship and 
youth. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, has called Bill 
Graham as associate pastor of 
missions and ministries. Gra
ham formerly served at the 
North American Mission 
Board, based in Alpharetta, 
Ga. 

' 
• Blessed Hope Baptist 

Church, Troy, has called Ter
ry Council as pastor. 

• New 9oncord Baptist 
Church, Kenton, will hold re
vival March 18-21. Ronnie 
Coleman of Soulquest Min
istries, Milan, will speak. 
Wayne and Linda Perkins will 
lead the music. 

. • First Baptist Church, 
Union City, began a Chil
dren's Church for four-year
olds through second graders. 

• Turkey Creek Baptist 
Church, Savannah, will cele-· 
brate its 150th anniversary 
April l. The 11 a .m. worship 
service will be followed by a 
meal and afternoon music pro
gram beginning at 1:30 p.m. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Tiptonville, recented dedicat
ed its new F~mily .Life Center, 
expanded its sanctuary, and 
installed new pews. 

• Central Baptist Church, 
Loudon, will host an East 
Tennessee Gospel Singing 
Convention March 16-17. For 
more information, contact the 
church at (865) 458-9045. 

• The youth group of First 
Baptist Church, Jellico, re
cently returned from a one
week missions effort in 
Medamoris, Mexico. The youth 
helped conduct medical and 
construction projects. As a re
sult, over 50 people made pro
fessions of faith. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Jellico, will hold revival March 
25-28. Michael Duffwill speak. 

;z-"~~~-:---"~ ...... 

AFTER SPEAKING at Noonday Devotions of the Baptist Student 
Union, University of Tennessee- Martin, James Porch; left, execu
tive director, Tennessee Baptist Convention, paused with some stu
dents and William Maxwell of the TBC staff. The students are 
Kristin West, left, BSU president, and Julia Mei-Juan Chu, of Tai
wan. 

• Clover Creek Baptist 
Church, Medon, will cele
brate its 175th anniversary 
March 18. James Vincent, pas
tor, Clover Creek Missionary 
Baptist Church, Medon, wi1l 
speak. Both churches will meet 
together during the celebration 
beginning at 10:50 a.m. and for 
a luncheon. 

• White Hall Baptist 
Church, Trenton, will hold 
revival March 25-28. Dale 
Denning, pastor, Chapel Hill 
~aptist Church, Milan, will 
speak and Mike Hannaford, 
minister of music, Chapel Hill 
Church, will lead the music. 
For more information, call 
(731) 855-2018. 

. • Midland 'Baptist 
Church, Bell Buckle, will 
hold revival March 25-28. 
Scott Linginfelter, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Tracy City, 
will speak. 

• Eastland Baptist 
Church; Nashville, will cele
brate its 90-th anniversary 
March 25 beginning in the . 
10:50 a.m.· worship service. 
Former ministers and staff 
will participate in the service. 
A catered luncheon will ·fol- · 
low. For more information 

' 
contact the church at (615) 
262-9424. 

• Pleasant Plains Bap
tist Church, J ac~son, will 
hold Friend Day March 25 to 
recognize the friends of its 
members. Sunday School will 
begin at 9: 15· a.m. and worship 
will start at 10:30 a.m. For 
more information, call Charles 
Seligman1 pastor, (90 1) 668-
0329 or 394-2210. 

• - Mercer Baptist Chur~h, 
Mercer, will sponsor Ashley 
Foster Lucius, a student at 
Union University, Jackson, on 
a spring missions trip to 
Naples, Fla. The effort is coor
dinated by the school. Her fa
ther, David Lucius, is minister 
of music and youth at the 
church. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Tracy City, will host a 
Teacher Training Conference 

·March 24 from 8:45 a .m. to 2 
p.m. Leaders will be Amy and 
David Morrow and Jerri Her
ring. For more infoi_"mation, 
contact Vfayne Curtis at (931) 
592-4560 or Bunny Woods· at 
(931) 924-2520. 

• Pr-ovidence . Baptist 
Church, Seymour, will hold 
a revival for the deaf March 
23-24 beginning at 7 p.m. Bri
an Sims, pastor, Brentwood 
Baptist Deaf Church, Brent
wood, will lead it. Sims has led 
the Brentwood church since 
1995 and has been on the staff 
of three other churches. 

• Grace Baptist Church, 
Nashville, will host the music 
group evidence, which include 
Tim and Amy Henning and · 
Kirk and Julianne Kirkland, 
March 18 at 6 p.m. For more 
information, contact the 
church at (615) 865-6262. 

• On Feb. 17 members and 
guests of Riddleton Baptist 
Church, Dixon Springs, par
ticipated in a Mission Celebra
tion. As a result, members 
committed to share the Gospel 
with at least 150 people who 
are ·not Christians this sum
mer and give them a Bible . 
The Mission Celebration was 
led by Ricky Lee, pastor, Hick
man- Baptist Church, Hick
man, and David Turner, Upper 
Helton Baptist Church . ' 
Alexandria. 

• Mt. Gilead Baptist 
Church, Bethel Springs, 
held revival March 4-9 which 
resulted· in 20 people mifking 
professions of faith. Ronnie 
Coleman of Soulquest Min
istries, Milan, spoke and-John 
Norvell, associate pastor/min
ister of music, First Baptist 
Church, Bemis, led the music. 
Pat Kough interim pastor. 

• Grace Baptist Church, 
Springfield, will hold revival 
March 25-28. Harold Hunter of 
Hermitage will speak. Guy 
Bates Jr., will lead the music. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Maryville, will celebrate its 
130th anniversary with a 
homecoming April 8. For more 

information, contact the 
church at (865) 982-5531. 

• Mount Zion Church, 
Smyrna, will hold Heart & 
Mind to Work - Investing For 
Success March 21-24 at the 
church. Speakers include Mary 
Hunt, founder/editor, Cheap
skate Monthly; Ralph D. West, 
pastor/founder·, Brookhollow 
Baptist Church (Th e Church 
Without Walls), Houston 
Texas; Stan Toler, s~nior pas
tor, Trinity Church of the 
Nazarene, Oklahoma City-, 
Okla._; John Avanzini,- TV~per
sonality and atrtlfor; - and 

· Kathy G. Lowery, ·instructor, 
Cumberland University, 
Lebanon. For more informa
tion, contact the church at 
(615) 459-9017 or www.mount
"zionsmyrna.org. 

• Riverside Baptist As
sociation, based in Liv
ingston, will hold its Evange
lism Conference March 20 at 
First Baptist Church, Liv
ingston, beginning at 7 p.m. 
Roc Collins, a pastor in Vir
ginia, will speak. Rick 
Lowhorn, professor, Tennessee 
Technological Ur1iversity, 
Cookeville, and member, 
Stevens Street Baptist Church, 
Cookeville, also will give his 
testimony. Musicians include 
Voice of Praise and Jeff Mon
day, pastor , First Baptist 
Church, Rickman. For more in
formation, contact the associa
tion at-(931) 823-2612. 

• The Evangelism Confer
ence of Northern/Midland 
Baptist Association, based in 
Maynardville, will be March 
19-20. For more information, 
call the association office at 
(865) 992-3117 .. 

• Union University, 
Jackson, has named David 
Cook, fellow and chaplain, 
Green College, England, and 
professor of philosophy, ethics, 
and theology, University of Ox
ford, Oxford, England, Spring 
2001 scholar-in-residence be
ginning March 15. He will 
speak on "Morality in a. Post
Modern World" March 21-23, 
26. For more information, call 
the school at (901) 661-5264. 



lt\', • 

vi~ 

rjn. 
and 
tits 
Ol· 
rin; 

'* 

First person account 

Parents really can keep their kids drug-free 
By Kelly Boggs 
Fro Baptist Press 

all: Father does know best. 

McMINNVILLE, Ore.- It 
seems that the popular 1950s 
television show was right after 

A report released last month 
by the National Center on Ad
diction and Substance Abuse 
(CASA) concludes, "Teenagers 
with parents who enforce cur-

.. 

fews and monitor their chil
dren's TV and music habits are 
less likely to use drugs." 

Setting curfews? Establish
ing rules for television view
ing? D eclaring some music 

( II) I 
Tennessee Baptist 

Camp~r .CoSt-$165icah!per\itr-
clustes meals, lodging, t-shi(t, con
cPf, souvenir & program fee)Jca-\ 
floe fee at ~indent/alley is.,additjon..:·. 
al $8.00 paid ·at camp}. \ '\ , 

·. \ \ 

Early-bird discou 
- Register eaily 
rec~ve a $1 0.00 
count on each 
camper:s total 

Camp 
e,rly-bird 
d•adline is May 1 
2001. 

Camp Linden -
bird discount deadline is 
June 8, 2001. 

\\ 
' ' ' 

For registration information and 
packet, contact the Youth Ministries 
Dfllce of the Tennessee Baptist Con-

615.371.7906 or 800.558.2090 
X7906 
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taboo? Can such archaic and 
puritanical parenting tech
niques really be effective in 
modern American society? The 
answer to that question is are
sounding yes, according to the 
1,000 kids, ages 12 to 17, sur
veyed by CASA. 

The youth who participated 
in the survey indicated a desire 
for parents to set limits andes
tablish rul es . In fact, those 
teens with parents who had be
havioral expectations indicated 
having good relationships with 
their parents - better even 
than those teens with parents 
who h ad little or no expecta
tions. 

Mom and dad, you shouldn't 
hesitate to set 
boundaries for 
your teenp.ger. 
If you don't a p
prove of cer
tain music _or a 
television pro
gram, pull the 
plug. N ever 
forget you are BOGGS 
the parent. The 
mother of noted pediatricia n 
Benjamin Spock once said, "If 
all parents today were as strict 
as I was, we wouldn't have so 
many brats and little vandals." 

However, the setting of 
rules is not th e cure-all for a 
drug-free teenager. The s tudy 
also indicated that time spent 
together as a family is very im
portant. "The more t imes a 
w eek teens eat dinner wi t h 
their parents - without the 
TV on - the less the children's 
r isk of becoming substance 
abusers," the study found. 

The consequences of letting 
your· teen have his or her way 
have never been more grave. 
E specially given the fact that 
the CASA study found that "60 

percent of high school studen ts 
attend schools where drugs are 
used, kept, or sold." The temp
tation and press ure to t ry 
drugs has never been more pro-
found. · 

Those parents who main ta in 
a laissez-fa ire a ttitude in re
spect to their teen 's lives 
should take no te . The CASA 
res earch a lso concluded that 
teen s with pare n ts wh o a r e 
"hands off' and have no restric
tion s were a t four t imes t h e 
ris k to smoke, drink, or us e 
drugs than teens living in a 
hous e with rul es. Furthe r , 
youth who do not eat w ith 
their parents have double the 
r isk of using drugs tha n those 
who eat dinner every night as 
a family. 

It h as never been more im
portant for parents to focus on 
the well-being of their children. 
Tell them specifically when you 
want them h ome afte r an 
evening out. Don't a llow them 
to expose themselves to media 
that glorifies sex and drugs or 
music with lewd lyrics. Give 
them your time, set bound
aries, and they will not only re
spect you for it, they will re
spond by listening to you. 

"In automobile terms, the 
child supplies the power but 
the paren t s hav~ to do the 
steer in ", so said Benjamin 
Spock. Father (and mother), 
don't b e afraid to "take the 
wheel" of your teens' life; you 
really do know best. • - Boggs 
is pastor of Valley Baptist 
Church , McMinnville, Ore. He 
writes a weekly column for Bap
tist Press. 

Missions and Ministry Coordinator Position Open 
The Chilhowee Baptist Association, in partnership with the Evangelism/ 
Missions Strategies Group of the Executive Board of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, is seeking an individual to serve as Missions and Ministry 
Coordinator for the Chilhowee Baptist Association arid as the Appalachian 
Regional Ministry Coordinator for east Tennessee. This full-time positio~ 

will be housed in the Chilhowee.Association office in Alcoa, Tenn. Appli
cants need experience in "hands on" mission work. Deadline for receiving 
resumes is May 1, 2001. 

Resumes may be sent to Jim Snyder, 341 East Lincoln Rd. , Alcoa, TN 
37701 or Larry Kirk, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024. For more infor
mation you may call Snyder at (865) 982-0499 or Kirk at (615) 371·2073. 

Southeastern Bus Co. 
"Over 15 Years in Business" 

Church Buses 
Largest Eldorado Dealer 

in the Southeast 

Check our Low Prices 

1-800-423-9826 or 
1-800-795-6682 
Clinton, MS * New Orleans, LA • Atlanta, GA 
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Says John Bailey of NAMB 

Key word for today's generation is 'meaningfulness' 
By Ruth Robinson 
Special to Baptist and Reflector 

CHATTANOOGA- The 
key word for this generation 
is "meaningfulness," accord
ing to John Bailey of the 
North American Mission 
Board in Alpharetta, Ga. 

Bailey led a session at the 
Southern Baptist youth mih
isters Southeastern Conclave 
2001 on "Mobilizing Students 
for the New Millennium." 

"There is something going 
on in the lives of teenagers 
today that is meaningful," 

Bailey told the ministers. 
"Something is about to hap
pen," and that something, he 
and other conclave leaders 
believe, is true revival. 

For the past four or five 
years in youth ministry, he 
said, youth ministry and the 
purpose of the church has 
been drawn from the Great 
Commission. This includes 
five areas: evangelism, disci
pleship, ministry, fellowship, 
and worship, Bailey noted. 

Now, he said, youth min
istry and the local church are 
trying to restate the Great 

Conversational English Workshop 
There will be a Conversational Eng
lish Workshop (ESL) at the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention Building 
on March 23-25. This is a 16-hour 
workshop designed to train volun
teers on how to begin and lead a 
Conversational English Ministry in a 
local church. The cost for attending this workshop is a $20 
registration fee. For more information regarding registration 
and times call Tim Hill or llka Marks at (615) 371-7916 or 
email at thill @tnbaptist.org. 

.,.,_ --·-------
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Commission ·in terms of a 
mission concept of mobiliz
ing, going, an·d sending. 

"In the new millennium 
we are beginning to think 
differently now. Mission-s 
are more and more in 
vogU.e. More and more youth 
ministry is thinking in 
terms of mobility. We are 
re-evaluating how a student 
learns. " 

Twenty years ago, he said, 
Sunday School and mission 
study was a "total teaching 
period." Students today 
"want to be involved, not just 
talk. They want hands-on 
learning by doing. Students 
in leadership have a hunger 
and passion for missions and 
they want to do it now, not 
teach about it·but do it." 

The mission board has de
signed an action plan for a 
new vision. It begins with an 
entry point, which is a one to 

New Orleans SBC Packages 
Hotel Packages, as low as $233/person dbl 

occ. with free parking and shuttle bus 
DISCOUNT AIRFARES *CITY TOURS 

CHRISTIAN TRAVELERS 
1-800-972-8952 

www.christiantravelers.com · 

two week group term of~ ser
vice for a special mission 
project. Beyond this is depth 
experience, which involves 
six weeks to two years for 
college students in North 
America and 
Canada, last
ing a school 
semester or 
for the sum
mer. A simi
lar program 
for high 
school stu
dents is called 
Sojourners. 

BAILEY 

This can then lead to a life
long commitment to mission 
service. 

"There are a lot of differ
ent opportu_nities," Bailey 
said. 

Most of these put several 
church groups together for a 
project. They include World 
Changers, which has 20,00'0 
youth registered for this 
year; M -fuge, which has 
passed 20,000 registered; 
Mission Lab in New Orleans, 
Youth on Mission, Coastal 
Outreach in Myrtle Beach, 
S.C. , and Charleston Out-

reach in Charleston, S.C. 
In addition to these orga

nized programs, many 
churches prefer to organize 
their own miss ion trip, he 
said, and it is estimated that 
another 20,000 from 800 
churches will participate in a 
variety of mission experi
ences this year. 

Yo-uth mission trips, if 
they ever were, are not enter
tainment time .now; Bailey 
said. They are doing ev.~ge
lism, growing disciples, par
ticipating in worship and fel
lowship , and mobpizing fo~ 
the Kingdom and they see re
sults. 

"Youth; ministry is one ex-· 
pression of the Kingdom of 
God. The Great Commission 
is the driving force. God 
gives youth ministers the 
power they need to do his 
will." • 



Says Columbia youth minister 

Small town youth ministers need encouragement 
3y Ruth Robinson 
Special to Baptist and Reflector 

CHATTANOOGA- Six of 
the most rewarding years of 
his ministry were spent at 
First Baptis t Church, Bluff 
City, a town of 1,400 which 
Pete Tackett de scribed as 
'Mayberry without a personal
Ity." 

"No one who doesn't do it 
knows the struggle to do youth 
ministry in a small town," the 
former small town minister 
said. 

Tackett recently became 
youth minister at First Baptist 
Church, Columbia, but his 
heart is still with small town 
youth ministers. His topic for 
the South~rn Baptist youth 
ministers &>utheastern Con
t:lave 2001 was on "Big Time, 
Small Town Youth Ministry." 

Small town youth ministers 
need encouragement, Tackett 
said. They don't have the re
:;ources, the people, or the 

umbers to draw from. 
There are some good things, 

e said. 
You are allowed to affect the 

culture. You know everyone 

and everyone knows you. 
There is no competing with 
other service clubs. You get to 
do things you can't do in larger 
towns. The schools love you, 
you are a valued member of 
the community, and you can 
make a difference in the com
munity. 

There also are unique barri
ers, he said. 

Small towns don't like 
change and there is an out
s iders vs. insiders distrust. "It 
takes time for trust," he said, 
"but you may be the only view 
of the Kingdom of God a youth 
may see." 

In addition, many churches 
in small towns don't under
stand why they called a youth 
minister. · 

"They think your job is to 
babysit. They don't understand 
why you are trying to reach 
other kids (beyond the congre
gation). 

"What they want are quality 
programs for their kids so they 
don't disrupt the Sunday and 

• 
Wednesday night services." 

There are two ways to go 
about your work, he told the 
youth ministers. You can plan 

activities for kids or you can 
build meaningful relationships 
with kids. He suggested that 
the second method was the 
way to go. 

"By building relationships 
you get to know and live with 
kids and walk with them. 
The toughest youth ministry 
challenge in the world is to . 
find common ground between 
kids in trailers, apartments, 
and gated communities, be
tween the haves and the 
have nots." 

Tackett 
suggested sev
eral ways to 
overcome 
small town 
barriers. 

First was to 
build an ade-
quate youth TACKETT 
staff. In a 
small town this will probably 
be volunteers. He said one 
worker was needed for each 
five students. "You cannot 
build a meaningful relation
ship with more than five," he 
added. 

"Build on the motivational 
gifts of the Spirit. Help work-

ers discover their spiritual 
gift, such as service, encour
agement, teaching, giving. 
Hook individual kids up with 
individual adults for mentor
ing." 

A small town youth minis
ter s hould develop a mission 
(vision, goal, purpose) state
ment unique to his or her situ-
ation. · 

"There is a new definition of 
success . God's not impressed 
with numbers." 

Another suggestion was to 
create teenagers who will be 
career Christians when they 
become adults. 

"There is a new definition of 
r esponsibility, a new definition 
of 'our kids.' All kids in the 
community are our kids." 

An important thing for the 
youth pasto~ to do is to create 
a relationship with a local 
school that is 'service based, 
not a preaching mission. Most 
schools need equipment that 
the church has and uses only 
occasionally. Lend it, he sug
gested. 

The youth minister needs to 
forge a new purpose in stu
dents that is service related, 

not entertainment and out
reach that is not exclusive to 
their group. 

H e strongly urged lhe youth 
minister to network with other 
youth ministers or find some
one to s hare with i 'n youth 
work if there are no other min
isters. 

"The main things," he said, 
"are to network and to find a 
school you can invest in and be 
responsible for." 

The results of this kind of 
youth ministry include commu
nity involvement, church and 
school are connected, fellow
ship between local churches 
improves and, as in Bluff City, 
all youth groups in town will 
grow. . 

"Reach the kids God gives 
you to reach," Tackett said in 
closing. 

"There is no shame because 
it is a small group. ·u God 
called you to a s mall town, 
buckle down and enjoy the 
ride." • 

Tennessee Baptist Convention Missions Awareness and lnvQivement Group 
Helping Tennessee Youth Be "On Mission" 

2001 Dad/Daughter Weekends 
Dad/Daughter Weekend, sponsored by Tennessee 

Woman's Missionary Uniorr, provides an opportunity for 

't4<l'~'" and daughters to spend quality time together as they dis
"""'"~r more about God and missions. This weekend is for any 

.rl in grades 1-12 (Spring 2001) and their dad. 
' Cost is $30 per person includes one nights lodging and 3 

eals. 
Weekend activities to includ-e: games, camp craft, wor

ship, missionaries, Bible study, campfire, swimming, and 

special conference for dads. 
Dates and locations are: June 22-23 at Camp Linden and 

July 6-7 at Camp Carson. Camp starts Friday at 5:30p.m. and 
ends Saturday at 3 p.m. Optional swimming times are: Friday 

3:30-5 p.m. and Saturday 3-4:30 p.m. 
For information or registration form call 1-800-558-2090 

o r (615) 371-2038 or email jburke@tnbaptist.org. 

TRACTII Youth Mission Camp 
The theme for Youth Missions Camp to be held July 2-6 at 

Camp Linden, Linden, will be "The Running Man." 
Participants will be involved in daily rriission and Bible 

studies, devotional, up-beat worship times, games, crafts, 
recreation, and water activities. 

Youth campers must be in grades 7-12. Church sponsors 
an: reguired to attend at a ratio of 1 sponsor to 8 campers and 
be gender specific. Sponsors will receive a special reduced 
rate. Church sponsors must be 21 years or older and will have 
some responsibilities for campers. 

For information on Youth Missions Camp call Carol 
Davidson at l-800-558-2090 or (615) 371-2025, or cdavid
son@blbaptist.org. 

International Missions Training 
Institute/Youth Cross-Cultural 

Training 
An International Missions Training Institute/Youth Cross

Cultural Training will be held May 4-5 at the Baptist Center 
in Brentwood, sponsored by the TBC PartnershipNolunteer 

Missions Team. 
This training is offered to youth who will be participating 

in international mission projects. Youth leaders and youth 
groups are encouraged to participate. Youth will be trained 
for cross-cultural ministry in strategic locations throughout 
the world. 

The session begins Friday at 6 p.m. with an international 
dinner and concludes Saturday at 4 p.m. There is no cost to 
attend the training. Funding is provided by Cooperative Pro-

• gram. 
Highlights include: international travel tips, biblical basis 

of missions, culture shock survival guides, prayer, praise, mu
sic and testimonies, feast on the sights, sounds apd foods of 
other countries, discover how a world view may help or hin
der your ministry, learn how to share your ministry experi
ence upon returning, language tips for vounteers, and com
municating cross-culturally. 

To register call Anita Sloan ay1-800-558-2090 ext. 7935 
or (615) 371-7935, or contact aslqan @tnbaptist.org. Regi~~a
tion deadline is April 15. Confere~ce is limited to 80 partiCI-

pants. 
;;:rf" 

Acteens Camp 2001 
Acteens Camp, sponsored by Tennessee Woman 's Mis

sionary Union, is an exciting place where you can. meet new 

friends, explore other cultures, interact with and learn from 

missionaries, and discover new skills. 

In addition to the interaction with miss ionaries, campers 

will participate in lots of exciting activities every day. Stuff 

like swimming, singing crazy camp songs, games, creative 

arts, nature, Bible study, crafts, camp store, and worship. 

Acteens camp is full of opportunities to encounter mis

sions in a fresh new way. At camp Acteens discover ways to 

be involved i-n and start new ministries, and how to be more 

effective witnesses in their communities. Acteens Camp is 

for any girl in grades 6-12 (Spring of 2001 ). 

Dates are: June 25-29 Camp Linden; July 9-13 Camp Car

son. Cost is: $110 per person. Begins Monday with on-site 

registration from 1-2 p.m. and ends Friday at 11 :30 a.m. 

For information or registration form call 1-800-558-2090 

or (615) 371-2038 or email jburke@tnbaptist.org. 

Acteens Activators/ Activators Abroad 
Looking for a short-term missions volunteer opportunity 

for the teenage girls in your church? 
Acteens Activators is a volunteer program of missions in

volvement for Acteen girls and their sponsors. Through in· 
volvement, Activators have the opportunity to touch lives in 
the name of Christ through VBS, Back Yard Bible Clubs, m

ner city ministries, ethnic ministries. ministries to the elderly. 
personal witnessing, resort ministries, mimstries to youth and 

children, and at camps. 
Another volunteer program of m1ssions involvement for 

older Acteens is Acteens Activators Abroad. sponsored by 
the state and national WMU in cooperauon with the Interna

uonal Mission Board. 
For guidelines. contact state WMU mimstry specialist 

Amanda Da}' at 1-800-558-2090, (615) 371-7919, or 

aday@tnbaprist.org for applications. 
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he challenge might be to unlock the 

mystery of life-threatening disease . 

or speak · the message of salvation a 

world away. Opportunity might present itself ... ii\ 
)<:~::.¢ . ' 

in an elementary 'school in rural America or in 

the spotlight of the political arena. At Carson-:

Newman College, we want you to be prepared 

for the journey of a lifetime, no matter where . . 

your area of service lea~s . 

' 

At the heart of the Carson-Newman experience . . . . - · .. ~·~:.~ :! ·carson-Newman College is a co-educational, 
IS our Baptlst her~tage. For almost 150 year~ /-\, .. :-.-~hristian, liberal arts iflstitUtion founded by 
we've been tran.st~r~ing hearts a~d minds to :· , ~ - ~'" Tennessee Baptists in .~~5~.1 ~; , .. . . ~ I ·w ,.;~~ ·.· . . . . . . .... ·. -~~ : . . .. · . ··~ ~"~ l~ .•• f 

make a differenc~~~· in: the world. The influenc~ ""Enrollment of 2,300 students; student/faculty 
~ . 

of C-N alumni spans the globe as the impact 9f '
4

~.
1

· .. '.N:?· ··· ratio 13:1 v • 

... 

Christian values emanates from our campus :iti · · 

Jefferson City. 

·• Over 52 majors and programs of study 

• Over' 50% of C-N students are involved in 
· missions or. service opportunities. 

Call (800) 678-9061 or'(865) 471J3223 

for 1nore infornttttion o·r to artange a visit. 
. i1tlake your ~reservation 'no·w jo·r Saturday 

Sho·wcase to l:Je held Ap·ril 21 I 

• 

CQLEGE . 
www.cn.edu 

. -
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IJlnll many others 

Jim, Mary ou Powers n • IrS 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

MURFREESBORO -Jim 
PntJuors, 20, was a s tudent at 

nion University, Jackson. He 
was dating Mary Lou 
Grainger, 19, who was working 
at Jackson/Madison County 
General Hospital, Jackson. 
The year was 1969. 

Jim Powers, now director of 
missions, Concord Baptist As
sociation based here, asked 
Grainger's mother and father 
if he could take her to the 
Youth Evangelism Conference 
in Nashville. He had learned 
about it at Union. 

The couple had been dating 
about nine months. They met 
when Jim preached a revival 
at New Union Baptist Church, 

edon. The church had previ
ously schedu"ied Bill Troutt, 

res ide-nt, Rho.des College , 
emphis, and former presi

dent, Belmont University, 
Nashville. Troutt, a student at 
bnion, asked his friend , Pow
ers, to take his place when he 
found his schedule was too full. 

Dating 
Jim Powers had a busy 

~chedule too. He was a student 
and pastor, Palestine Baptist 
Church, Montezuma. 

But after m,eeting Grainger 

he found time to 
travel r egularly 
the 20 miles 
from J ackson to 
Medon to see 
her. Jim Powers 
described th eir 
connection as oc
curring "from 
the fi rst time I 
saw h er until 
right n ow," he 
said. 

Traveling to 
the YEC 

The coupl e 
got per miss ion 
t o trave l to 
Nashville to at
tend the YEC , 
the fir s t to be MARY LOU and Jim Powers still enjoy their relationship of 34 years and their in
held by the Ten- volvement with Baptists. 
n essee Bapti s t 
Convention, because they 
could stay with Grainger's sis
ter in Nashville and because 
her mother would be traveling 
with them. 

It wasn't uncommon then 
for a chaperone to be required 
for any young couple who 
wished to travel together, even 
if it was just the two and a half 
hours of the trip, explained the 
duo. And they didn't make 
plans to attend until Powers 
had asked permission of 
Grainger's parents. 

Participating in the YEC 
Jim and Mary Lou reported 

the first YEC was held at the 
Belmont University (then Col
lege) gymnasium. They arrived 
early and saw the crowd grow 
to capacity, they reported, and 
young people continue t o ar
rive and stand on the gym 
floor. Soon the fire marshals 
arrived and forced some of the 
crowd to leave, they recalled. 

The Friday night and Satur
day programs included good 
speakers, including students 

who gave testimonies, and mu
sic, they noted. Of course, the 
large crowd also added an ele
ment of exc!itemen t, they de
scribed. F .M. Dowell, evange-

. lism director for the TBC, led 
.the program. 

They remembered on admis
sion they received a gift bag 
which included a program and 
fruit. As is tradition although 
a problem for organi zer s, 
youth made th eir programs 
into paper airplaines and 
threw them onto the gym floor . 

Exci ted students al so threw 
their apple cores onto the fl oor, 
they admitted. 

Other YECs 
The couple, who have been 

married a lmost 31 years, have 
attended abou t 25 of the 32 
YECs, th ey sa id . T hey took 
you t h fr om P i nso n Baptis t 
Church , P in so n, wh ere Jim 
was pastor from 1973-80. And 
t h ey have tak en t he ir ch il
dren. 

The Powers saw youth from 
P inson Church trave l ou t of 
their county for the first t ime 
and stay in a motel for the first 
t ime. T hey h ad buses break 
down and even left a youth one 
time, they recalled with some 
embarrassment. 

They went to the effort a ll of 
those years because they saw 
you ng people changed by it, 
they agreed. 

The fi rst YEC meant a lot to 
their r elationship. But the ir 
greatest joy from YECs is s·ee
ing the lives of youth changed 
by it, they agreed. • 

r u m m e r 
Youth LEADERSHIP Week 

"Send us your best 

"Super Summer isn't for the faint-hearted. It's a spiritual . 
boot camp for the. dedicated teenager. God puts His 
best soldiers on the front line. Are you up for the chal
lenge?" Phil Rhynerson- Morristown, Tenn. 

"If 1 could only choose one trip a year for my students, 
Super Summer would be it. Our teenagers came home 
with a lasting new spiritual maturity." Lewis Thomas -
Pulaski, Tenn. 

"Super Summer is the life-changing week that sticks 

with my students all year long." Rusty Wheelington

Memphis, Tenn. 
• 

••• we'll send 'em back better" 

June 25-29 
Tennessee Tech University, 

Cookeville, Tenn. 

Scott Dawson 
Celebration 

Pastor 

STASIS 
Praise and Worship 

Dale Crum 
"The Drama 

Guy" 

Visit the Super Summer booth at YEC 
in both the North and South lobbies 

of Murphy Center 
or call us at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 7933 

to ask for a registration packet. 
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To get teens to church, finds study 

Parents: take teens to church with you 
By Mark Wingfield 
For Associated Baptist Press 

HOUSTON - The best way 
for parents to ensure· their 
children will attend church 
once they leave home is to 
make a regular practice of at
tending church as a family 
while the kids live at home. 

That's the conclusion of a 
yearlong study by Carol Lytch, 

·coordinator of Lilly Endow
ment programs for strengthen
ing congregational leadership 
at Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary. She presented her 
findings during the annual 
meeting of the Society for the 
Scientific Study of Religion in 
Houston this fall. 

"Families who cultivate the 
collective understanding that 
'our family attends church' 
tend to produce teens who be
lieve they should be there," she 
said. 

Over a year's time, Lytch 
followed the lives of 41 high 
school seniors in Louisville, 
Ky. The teens were at least 
loosely affiliated with Catholic, 
evangelical Protestant, or 
mainline Protestant churches. 
She interviewed both the teens 
and their parents, and she at
tended school and church func
tions to observe their lives. 

Issues of race, class, and so
cial status were largely held 
constant to focus strictly on 
the issue of h ow faith values 
ar ~ transmitted to teens in a 
particular sample. The sample 
was a lm,ost all white, middle
class, and suburban. 

The focal question she 
asked the high school seniors 
was, "Do you intend to be ac
tive in the church after you 
leave home?'' 

While admittedly a prema
ture indicator of what th~ 
young adults actually will do 
after high school, this question 
provides a window into the mo
tivation they carry, Lytch said. 
And it is a question she cross
tabulated with responses from 
teens and parents alike to ere-

, ate a picture of what factors 
most influence teens toward a 
lifestyle of church attendance. 

Teen responses about future 
church attendance fell into 
three broad categories, which 
she labeled "loyalty," "provi
sional royalty" and "unlikely 
loyalty." 

Lytch found the No·. 1 factor 
influencing older teens' com
mitment to church attendance 
is the personal behavior of 
their parents. 

This is true for church at
tendance while living at home 
and predicted church atten
dance after leaving home. 

Regarding current church 
attendance, nearly 93 percent 
of the teens she studied repli
cated the pattern of church at
tendance lived out by one or · 
both parents. "If parental fre
quencies differed, in all cases 

/March_ 

the teen replicated the pattern 
of the less-frequently attend
ing parent," she noted. 

Likewise, "if parents living 
in the teens' household both 
attended church weekly, teens 
tended to predict they would 
-be active in the church after 
they left home. If just one of . 

· the parents attended less than 
weekly, teen religious loyalty 
plummeted." 

Parenting style also plays a 
predictable role in this finding, 
@e reported. Teens from fami
lies with the most permissive 
parenting styles were less like
ly to attend church regularly 
as teenagers and said they 
would be unlikely to attend 
church regularly -once they left 
home. 

Teen commitment to church 
attendance was shaped more 
positively by every other style 
of parenting along the continu
um, except the most permis-
sive style. ,. 

More. than half the families . 
' 

in Lytch's study maintained a 
rule that "in our family, we at
tend church." Among these 
families, all but one teen pre
dicted she would attend church 
after she left home. None of 
these teens predicted they 
would be unlikely to attend 
church. 

In contrast, only two teens 
from homes where one or both 
parents did not attend church 
regularly were in the habit of 
attending church regularly 
themselves now. 

"Teens, in and of them
. selves, cannot be ·expected to 
have the inner str ength to 
keep participating in church· 

·Exciting Career in 
Christian Retail 

Management 

Come join the best Christian 
Retail chain in the world! We 
offer an excellent salary and 
benefits package. Relocation 
will be required to one of over 
90+ LifeWay Christian Stores. 

Qualifications include: four
year college degree or compa
rable business manage.ment 
experience, outstanding lead
ership and computer ski lls, a 
strong vision for the future, and 
an ~ctive role in a Southern 
~aptist church. 

Send resume to: 
Manager Training Search 
127 Ninth Avenue, North 
Nashville, TN 37234-0121 
Fax: (615} 251-5017 
Email: HRDept@lifeway.com 
Check out our web site at 
www.lifeway.com 

on their own unless their par
ents urge them to do so," Lytch 
reported. "After young teens 
are confirmed and/or baptized 
and become active members of 
the church, they still are not 
mature enough to be commit
ted to their community of 
faith. 

"If they are going to contin
ue in their religious tradition 
in the late teen years, they 
benefit from the help of their 

> 

parents or other adults who 
are clo~e to them. The r~ligious 
individualist stance that em
phasizes choice actually hin
ders the teens' choice for reli
gious participation unless the 
adults in the family have exer
cised their choice in favor of 
regular church participation." 

which in turn produces a lower 
attendance rate among teens, 
she said. 

Church leaders should un
derstand the monetary factor 
behind extra church activities 
has a bearing on church atten
dance as well, Lytch added. 

"Lower- and middle-income 
families have fewer resources to 
spend on church ski trips and 
church camps, as much as 
churches try to keep all activi
ties affordable. Having to miss 
church activities for any reason, 
including working a part-time 
job, weakens the teen's church-, 
based social network. If the teen 
participates in the full range of 
church youth activities, worship 
attendance tends to rise." 

The bottom line, Lytch said, 
is the transmission of faith val
ues is primarily influenced by 
parental role modeling. 

"When the link between 
home and church is strong, 

· when teens assess their rela
tionship with the parents as 
warm, and when there is a 
parent/teen social network in 
place, there is a higher level of 
religious loyalty exhibited by 
the teen." • 

Further, teens living in fam
ilies where church attendance 
is requir_ed told Lytch this rule 
i s a supportive push rather 
than a dreaded requirement. 

One teen told her: "When I 
was little, I would say, 'Oh, do 
I have to go to church today?' 
and my mom would say, 'Get 
up and you have to go to 
church,' and it was just some
thing I did. Now I want to go to 
church, and I want to go to 
camp, and I want to go o~ 
choir tour, and it's b~cause I 
want to." 

2001 
7 

( Celebrating Our 25th Year ) 

Atlanta Civic Center 

Family -finances do p lay a 
role in determining teens' par
ticipation, Lytch also found. 
Parents in lower-income fami
lies may be less likely to at
tend church themselves be
cause of work commitments, 

' ' 

Special section for deaf 
interpretation on 
April 8 matinee. 

-Tara 

March 24-25 
March 30-31, April 1 

April 6-8 
Matinees Saturday & Sunday 

Ticket prices: 
$18,$14,$8 

For tickets call: 
770-234-8400 

Box Office Hours: 
M-F 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

Hometown: Chilliwack, Canada 
Major: Chemistry Health Science 
Goal: Medical missionary 

Tara rea~izes she can't save the world but one person can 
"make a difference in someone's life." Belmont 
University is helping her to become one who does. 
No matter your career goal, if you're planning a · 
life of difference-making, consider Belmont 
University in Nashville, Tennessee. 

BELMONT 
UNIVERSITY 
www.belmont.edu 

• 
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Take time to eat well: consultant says families 
=or Baptis t Press 

GLORIETA, N .M. - Fren 
ied people with hectic sched
tles might be lieve they de
erve a quick trip to a fast food 
estaurant. 

But nothing could be fur
her from the truth , said 
'ommy Yessick , wellness con
ultant for Life Way Christian 

sources of the Southern 
11a 1~"';"~ Convention. • 

Busy people need to eat right. 
"You can eat some of what 

ou want if you eat all of what 
ou should," Yessick told a 
oup of recreation ministers 

ttending the Rec Lab semi
ar, "Six Hints to Eating Bet
~r when Busy," held at Life
fay Glorieta Conference 
enter, Glorieta, N.M., Feb. 
5-March 2. 

"You ar.e-,made up of one 
nndred trilfion cells, and 
. 'ose one hundred trillion cells 
~e to be happy. If your cells 

happy, you are more likely 
fight off disease and make it 
rough h ard and stressful 

,, ~~· ... ·~," Yessick said. 
Cells are impacted in four 

and one is a healthy hal
between activity and rest, 

said. 
Another is good nutrition. 

you put in your mouth 
day impacts your cells for the 
,xt 48 to 72 hours," Yessick 
id. 
Third is stress manage

ent. ''Put stress in its proper 
t(spective by r ealizing it's -. 

ISTRIES - PASTOR 
rwc)od Baptist Church is seek
resumes for a senior pastor. 

l:'i1::itt forward resumes to Larry 
ley, Chairman of Pastoral 

,.,..,,h Committee, 1900 German-
n Parkway, Cordova, TN 
18. 

••• ••• • •• • • • 
·st Baptist Church, Noel , MO, is 
cepting resumes for pastor. Re
rnes will be accepted until April 
. Send to Wayne Emanuel, 
876 Sibley Rd ., Sulpher 
1rings, AR 72768. 

+ (• ·:· 
'St Baptist Church of Cape Gi
deau, MO., is completing an in
fltional interim and now wei
mas resumes for the position of 
nlor pastor. Our church is affili
ad with MBC, SBC, and CBF. 
e ale seeking an applicant with 
'Ong preaching skills, a demon
·ated commitment to collabora
e leadership and a high level of 
ational gifts. Applicants should 
ve 5-7 years of senior pastoral 
olatry In a multi-staff situation. 
•lftl credentials to Denise Lin
Itt,. Pastor Search Committee, 

N. Henderson, Cape Gi
u. MO 63701 . 

+ + + 
~~Alma pastor for First Baptist 
... Ripley, Tenn. We are lo
'W". Lauderdale County, which 
olie hour north of Memphis. 
tnd resume to Pastor Search 

necessary, but remove yourself 
from it by dealing with 1t," he 
noted. 

The fourth way a cell is im
pacted is through vitamin and 
en zyme s uppl em en ts. "You 
have to have these four things 
in the right mix to have happy 
cells," he said. 

Americans eat, on average, 
150 pounds of sugar a year, 
plus 20 pounds of sugar substi
tute, Yessick said. 

"They 111 have a candy bar 
and wash it down with a diet 
soda." 

They eat 67 pounds of fat; 
27 pounds of h igh-fat cheese, 
most of it on cheeseburgers 
and pizzas; 51 gallons of soft 
drinks, but fewer th an 24 gal
lons of milk (less than a glass a 
day). 

"The Scripture says, 'What
ever you eat OT drink or what
ever you do, do all for the glory 
of God,' " Y essick reminded. 

People should have a good 
understanding of nutrition to 
keep it in proper balance, h e 
said. 

"Good nutrition is consum
ing 45 essential nutritional in
gredients that must break 
down, digest, absorb, and me
tabolize in your body, while 
maintaining a healthy weight," 
Y essick said. 

Essential nutrients include 
carbohydrates; fat, saturated 
or unsaturated; protein; nine 
amino acids; 13 vitamins; 19 
major minerals; and water. 

"You've got to have six to 

Committee, c/o John Snead, 303 
Lackey Lane, Ripley, TN 38063, 
(901) 476-5226 (office) , (901) 635-
0112 (home). .... ... . .. • • • 
Northside Baptist Church in Me
chanicsville, Va., is seeking a 
missions minded pastor who is 
committed to Bib le teaching and 
preach ing. This Godly man 
should possess the. ability to re
late to people of all ages. Kome 
visits, reaching out to the commu
nity as well as helping to develop 
our spiritual gifts and seeking 
God's will is our prayer. Please 
send all resumes to Pastor 
Search Committee , 12087 
Hanover Courthouse Rd ., 
Hanover, VA 23069. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
For Sale: 26 covered white oak 
pews and accessories. $5,000 or 
best offer. Call (865} 453-7689 or 
429-1597. 

••• ••• • •• • • • 
Mission church seeking affordable 
van. Call (865} 932-0405. 

••• ••• • •• • • • 
1987 Diamond mini bus, 30 pas
senger, 30,000 miles, runs good, 
needs body work, $9,000. Call 
First Baptist Church, Old Hickory 
(615) 847-3447. .... .!. • •• 

• '+ • 

For Sale: 40 adult royal blue choir 
robes with reversible white/red 
stoles. $400. Call (931) 484-5523. 

Tommy's Top 10 Tips 
to Improve Nutrition 

10.Eat breakfast every day. "A person who does not eat 
breakfast takes three to five years off his life expectancy. 
Your body has to have that glucose. It's a tremendous 
stressor on your physical condition if you don't eat break
fast." 

9. Reduce animal-based protein consumption. "We just 
eat too much meat. A serving size should be about the size 
of a deck of cards, but in America, our portion size's contin
ue to grow." 

8. Eat at least five servings of fruits and vegetables a 
day (that's five total of both). "The American Institute 
for Cancer Research says if every man, woman, and child 
would eat five servings of fruits and vegetables a day, can
cer would go down 20 percent. And if they exercised, it 
would go down 40-percent." 

7. Eat a variety of fiber-rich foods. 
6. Drink at least six to eight glasses of water a day. 
5. Kn~w your fats, saturated and unsaturated. ''Know 

the difference in those fats and what they can do to your 
body." , 

4. Eat food as close to its natural state as possible. "Eat 
things raw, raw fruits arid vegetables, stone ground whole 
wheat bread." 

3. Get some exercise. "One ofthe best ways to help nutri
tion is to get some moderate exercise." 

2. Apply the 80/20 rule. ''Eat right 80 percent of the t ime 
and 20 percent of the time you can ease off. If you have 21 
meals a week, you can ease off for four of th ose. Identify 
desserts you like ahead of time and only eat those." 

1. Do it for life. '1That has a double meaning. Do it for quali
ty of life and do it for quantity of life." 

eight 8-ounce glasses of water 
a day. Every· chemical process 
in the body takes place in wa
ter." 

Before providing his lis t of 

s ix tips for · busy eaters, 
Y essick gave the group "Tom
my's Top 10 Tips to Improve 
Nutrition," starting with the 
lOth and working down. 

TRA CTM Summer 
Camp S~aff Needed 
The Men'·s Ministries Team is accepting 

applications for positions on the TRAC™ 
Children's and Youth Mission Camp Staff. 
The positions available are for five females 
and five males for camp counselor. 

Camp counselors work with TRAC™ 
Children's and Youth M ission Camps in 
the summer. These are coe.d based camps 
in Southern Baptist mission education . 

TRAC™ Staff are required to serve en
tire weeks for the 2001 season including 
some weekends. The camp season begins 

matter 

Yessick 's six tips for busy 
eaters include: 

> Plan ahead. "People say, 
"I'm too busy to plan, but they 
have enough time to s tand and 
wait in a fast food line." 

>Stock your pantry like 
the basic food pyramid. 
That means plenty of breads, 
pasta, rice, potatoes, grains, 
fruits, beans, and vegetables. 
"If it's not in your house, you 
can' t eat it and neith e r can · 
your kids. We have a one sugar 
a day rule in our house." 

> Double up cooking or 
stock up cooking. "Plan and 
prepare double what you need 
so you won't be tempted to eat 
wrong foods ." 

> Have and take fruit 
everywhere. 

> Live by the three B 
rules, breakfast, bagels and 
bananas. "Eat breakfast even 
if it's only a bagel and ba
nana." 

> Water, water every
where. ''Drink plenty of water." 

Rec Labs are conferen ces 
for minister s who work in the 
field of sports and recreation 
and are s ponsored b y Life
Way Christian Resources of 
the Southern Baptis t Conven
tion . . • 

with training week June 4 and concludes July 6. There is an option Qf four additional weeks of 
camp under the employment of Camp Smoky, Gatlinburg, The TRAC™ Staff will be in a retreat 
Aug. 3-5. _ 

Each job is a paid position. The jobs are considered seasonal staff of the Tennessee Execu
tive Board Ministries, Men's Ministries Team. 

Counselors are responsible for a group of campers at night in the cabins as well as during the 
day. Counselors become part of their group and participate in all activities building a Christ-like 
relationship with each camper in order to lead camp~rs in their spiritual and personal develop
ment. 

TRA C™ Staff requirements include: 
• Have a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 
• Must have reached a minimum of 17 years of age (prefer college students). 
• Be available to work entire weeks and weekends. 
• Be willing to learn new ways of doing things. 
• Enjoy working with children and youth. 
• Have an acceptable Christian appearance by the TBC standard. 

For an application and information contact: Bob Davison , Children's Missions Awareness 
Specialist, at bdavison @tnbaptist.org, or call 1-800-558-2090 ext. 207 4 or (615) 371-207 4. 

March 14, 2001 I B&R 
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Youth ministry leaders cite need for strategy 

By Linda Lawson & Teresa 
Dickens · 

For Baptist Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - Mter 
receiving information about the 

· latest youth ministry resources 
and services from four Southern 
Baptist Convention entities, 
state Baptist convention youth 
ministry leaders from 25 states 
cited the need for a comprehen
sive.strategy. 

Youth ministry leaders from 
LifeWay Christian Resources, 
North American Mission Board, 
International Mission Board, 
and Woman's Missionary Union 
convened the two-day Youth 
Ministry Summit, held recently 
here. Youth ministry professors 
from four Southern Baptist sem
inaries and several colleges also 
attended. More than 100 leaders 
were present. 

In the closing session, partici
pants agreed the need exists for 
an overall strategy for reaching 
y ou th, helping them grow in 
their faith, and enabling them to 
evangelize and minister to oth
ers. 

"The missing element is the 
big picture," Richard Ross, asso
ciate professor at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas, said. 

In an evaluation session, enti
ty representatives set in motion 
a process for involving leaders at 
the SBC, state, and church lev
els in developing an overall 
strategy for youth ministry to be 
completed in early 2002. 

"I think we realized that more 
comprehensive cooperation 
among the entities is attainable, 
a nd the commitment level i s 
there to make it happen," said 
Paul Turner, LifeWay's youth 
discipleship section manager, 
who was designated to set up 
the first meeting. 

"The collective heart of the 
youth leaders gathered in the 
room is to see youth , youth lead
ers, and families become more 
like Christ. The stakes are too 
great not to move forward in 
helping to communicate an over
arching strategy for youth min
istry. It was the start of a new 
day in Southern Baptist youth 
ministry," Turner said. 

In a n earlier presentation, 
representatives from t he SBC· 
entities reviewed the strategies 
and resources they have put in 
place for youth outreach and dis
cipleship, with LifeWay's Sun
day School group, for example, 
citing lay leaders as the number 
one resource for helping 
teenagers grow in their faith. 

"In this day when teenagers 

need to see the truth lived out, 
the leader, if he or she is being 
spiritually tra n sfo r med, is 
critically imp or ta nt ," said 
Sherry Spi llma n , you th c~n
sultant. 

Art Herron, editor/consultant 
in LifeWay's National Collegiate 
Ministry (NCM) department, 
said youth ministers n eed to 
take an active r ole in helping 
high school students prepare for 
college. He reported that NCM is 
now offering three-hour "Transi
tions" conferences to churches, 
associations, and Christian 
schools to assist high school stu
dents in being spiritually pre
pared for college. 

NAMB representatives sajd 
their threefold approach to 
youth ministry includes mission 
equcation, student evangelism, 
and mobilization. 

Allen Huesing, NAMB youth 
mission educati on strategist, 
said the purpose of "mission edu
cation is to develop on-mission 
Christians." 

Scott Grissom, student evan
gelism associate, overviewed 
NAMB's "FiSH" campus evange
lism tool. "Our goal is to mobi
lize Christian students to evan
gelize their campuses. Peer to 
peer is the key." 

Through mission trips, the 
World Changers program where 
students combine construction 
and evangelism, summer mis
sions, and other activities, Jane 
Geggus, student mobilization as
sociate, said their goal is to lead 
youth from a one-time missions 
experience to a lifestyle of min
istry. 

Bron Hol comb, IMB youth 
team leader, introduced a quar
terly video, "The Task," designed 
~'to keep missions·in front of your 
students in a unique a nd fun 
way." 

He noted that missionaries 
are asking for youth mission 
teams in increasing numbers, 
but many are in difficult areas of 
the world. "Peopl e are dying 
every day without th e hope of 
Christ, and our missionaries are 
begging you to bring students to 
help them reach students." 

Pam Smith, WMU youth min-
. istry consultant , said the focus 
of WMU resources is h elping 
churches equip youth fo r the 
purpose of "going." 

"WMU has in the past been 
criticized for focusing too much 
on study," Smith said. "I wa1,1t 

, you to know that we have 
changed. We have moved our 
_curriculum more toward experi
ential missions." 

She also emphasized WMU's 
commitment to training youth 

LifeWay's Turner cites youth trends 
By Linda Lawson 
For Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE- Citing the 
urgency to ''reach out and disci
ple youth "in the postmodern cul
ture," Paul Turner listed 10 
trends he said youth ministry 
leaders must understand. 

Turner, manager of the youth 
section in the discipleship and 
family division of Life Way Chris
tian Resources of the Southern 

Baptist Convention, spoke during 
a recent Youth Ministry Summit 
in Birmingham, Ala. Approxi
mately 100 leaders from South
ern Baptist Convention en tities 
and state conventions attended 
the summit. 

Youth ministers must do 
their work with the understand
ing t hat families are falling 
apar t, "and not jvst outside the 
church," Turner said. 
- See LifeWay, page 17 

volunteers through the use of 
''EXCEL: Sim,ple and Effective 
Missions Team Training for 
Youth." 

Don Schlosser, design editor 
in Life Way's music minis tries 
depar tment, said his department 
pr ovides materials and events 
designed to help "reach kids 
t hrough music . We have the 

same vision for kids you have. 
We're just u sing music to get 
there." 

Sherrie Thomas, managing 
editor of LifeWay's Living with 
Teenagers magazine, said she is 
constantly seeking writers from 
states and SBC entities to share 
their expertise "and give visibili
ty to your resources." • 



Minister views today's youth as 'generation of. hope' 
Jy Ken Camp the group numbers 72 million. 

T h at makes it the second
la r gest gener ation in United 
States history. 

=or Associated Baptist Press 

GLORIETA, N.M. - Today's 
.... e people - _ t he so-ca lled 

millennia l s " - r e presen t a 
1 , ~:;ocou"'• g.,,,v .. of hope" in cont rast 

their older siblings and par
nts, says a vete ran student 

ninister. 
Jerry Hendrix, student min

ll at•~" at Pioneer Drive Baptis t 
in Abilene, Texas, drew 

n., .. , .. his 23 years of experience 
youth ministry to identify for 
te Acteens leaders the dis

!lntl:tt,,e qualities of "Generation 
" Hendrix led a seminar ti
"Who are these kids?" for '"--

sions leaders March 2-3 at 
University. 

The millennia! generation, 
....... ous ly identified as those 
rn .. n s ince 1977 or 1981, was 

of a second baby boom and 

"They will be the dominant 
a dult group of the next century," 
H endrix said. "They will h ave 
the kind of influence on this new 
cent ury that t he ba by boomers 
had on the las t one." 

Hendrix noted key character
istics of the millennials: 

>- "They thrive on cha nge," 
he said. Whether it is the rapid
ly changing images of a music 
vide o or computer scr een, or 
whether it is changes in society 
and its norms, the current gen
era tion of young people draws 
energy from tha t con s t ant 
change. 

>- "They live in a multi-cul
tural world," he noted. The mil
lennials have grow n up wi t h 
ethnic, racial , and cultura l di-

CARPENTER 
BUS SALES, INC. 

Since 1953 

Capacity: 41 adults or 37 with Rear Luggage 

20' to 28' Models, 15 to 30 passengers 

• Life Way discount 
• 12 to 47 adult capacity 
• 15 passenger vans 
• We buy used buses 
• 01Jer 40 buses in stock 
• •No-CDL• buses and Raised Roof Vans 

(800) 370-6180 
(615) 376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 
Cl1ct our web site for new and used inventory. 

Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027 

ver sity, and they are accus
tomed to it. At the same time, 
they have experienced the 
counter-trend of a· growing 
sense of racial and ethnic divi
SIOn. 

>- "They come from diverse 
(amilies," he added. Fewer than 
h a lf of t h e m illennials s pent 
th eir childhood with both par
ents. 

>- "They make spontaneous 
decisions," he said. The millen
nials watch and participa te in 
"extreme sports ," and t h ey 
thrive on the challenge of mak
i ng quick, intuitive decisions 
and taking risks. 

>- "They believe in almost 
any expression of a Higher Be
ing or Higher Power. ':Qley resist 
any claim that one faith system 
is superior or exclusive," h e 
said. The millennials readily ac
cept th e existence of God, but 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
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they tend to resist the exclusive 
message of the New Testament, 
Hendrix noted. They believe in 
God, but they have a hard time 
believing that Jesus is the only 
way to God. 

>- ''They resist absolutes," he 
said. They affirm many things 
as true, but they resist ~xclusive 
claims of u n changing truth . 
They accept fewer eth ical ab
solu tes or limitations on person
al behavior and lifestyle choices. 
"They think 'True Love Waits,' 
but only 'til you're 18." 

While not a ll these character
istics make the current genera
tion of students prim e candi 
dates for Christianity, Hendrix 
m aintain e d that in some re
s pects they a re closer to t h e 
kingdom than the generations 
before them. 

Unlike the materialistic baby 
boomers or the cynical Genera
tion X, t he millen nials have a 
strong altruistic tendency. They 
are willing to take risks, cross 
cultures, and adjust t o changing 
circumstances. 

"I believe they are the next 
generation of heroes," Hendrtx 
said. "They have a new open
ness to missions. They want to 
help the world and improve the 
environment in which people 
live." 

The challenge for the church 
is to disciple a generation that 
wants to be actively involved in 
mission without any grounding 
in doctrine, he noted. 

While students may resist 
classroom-style instruction, he 
said, ''They respond well to ac
countability groups and mentor
ing relationships. Miss ion proj
ects are one of the best places 
for th is to happen .... The key to 
mentoring is doing together, and 
asking t he pr obing questions as 
we work." • 

. , CLASSIFIED 

MINISTRIES - OTHER 
Immanuel Baptist, a multi-generational church in Lexington, Ky., is seek
ing an experienced seminary graduate to be on the cutting edge in 
preschool ministry with a strong leadership gift and a passion for reach
ing unchurched preschoolers and their families. Respond to IBC Person
nel Committee, 3100 Tates Creek Rd., Lexington, KY 40502. 

. MINISTRIES - MUSIC 
F.B.C., Rockwood, is prayerfully seeking experienced enthusiastic full
time minister of music for blended services (275 average attendance). 
Seminary preferred. Send resume and video to First Baptist Church, 
Rockwood, P.O. Box 54, Rockwood, TN 37854. Deadline for applicant 
is April 15, 2001. 
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First person account 

Pray, warn others about teens' use of inhalantS · 

\i 
\ 
~ 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18, is recognized on the Southern Baptist 
Convention calendar as Substance Abuse Awareness Sunday. 
Resources for this emphasis are available from the Southern 
Baptist Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission. Substance 

·abuse can include abusive use of alcohol and drugs as well as 
other activities such as "huffing" inhalants. 

By James T. Draper Jr. 
For Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE- The lives 
of Di~ne and Ricky Stem Sr. 
changed forever on June 20, 
1996. Their son, Ricky Jr., a 
dynamic Christian since the 
age of 7, a leader in his 
church youth group, and an 
all-midstate baseball player 
died after ''huffing" freon from 
his home air conditioning 
unit. 

After dealing ·with the ini- . 
tial grief of Ricky's death, Di
ane, an executive assistant at 
Life Way Christian Resources 
of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, and Ricky Sr. began 
to speak out forcefully against 
the danger they didn't even 
know existed when it claimed 
the life of their son. 

"The Lord is going to use 
Ricky's death. We cannot let it 
be in vain," Diane says. 

The facts are alarming. An 
estimated 441,000 teens be
tween the ages of 12 and 17 
use inhalants each month. 

Using inhalants even once 
can put a person at risk for 
sudden death, suffocation, vi
sual h allucinations, severe 
mood swings, numbness, and 
tingling of the hands and 
feet. 

In a letter to the columnist, 
''Dear Abby," Diane urges par
ents "to become educated on 
the dangers and don't assume 

_your child wquld never try 

. 
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this. Many times the kids that 
would not try illegal drugs 
will experiment with in
halants." 

March 18.:24 is National In-
halants and Poisons Aware
ness Week and March 18 is 
Substance Abuse Awareness 
Sunday in the Southern Bap
tist Convention. 

If you are interested in 
more information about the 
danger of inhalants, visit 
www.inhalants.org on 'the In
temet or call the National In

halant Preven-
tion Coalition 
at 1-800-269-
4237. 

Use the in
formation you 
gain to warn 
parents and 
teens of the 

DRAPER dangers lurk-
ing in their homes. Resources 
about Substance Abuse 
Awareness Sunday are avail
able from the Southern Bap
tist Ethics ~ Religious Liberty 

Commission. Visit their web 
site at www.erlc.com or cal 
(615) 244-2495. 

Ricky Stem Jr. had attend 
ed church services three time 
the week before he died. Tha 
is the same number of time 
h e tried inhalants. Within on .. 
week of the first time he trie 
''huffing," Ricky was dead. 

Pray for Diane and Rick 
Stem Sr. as they work t 
spare others the tragedy the 
have experienced. 

Pray for gther .. f~miJ~es th~ 
ha·:ve been vi'ctimized.J>-y thi 
killer of young pe.ople. ·_ 

And let us warn ot.h 
about the deadly danger of 
halants. • - Draper is nr"""' 

dent of LifeWay Christian 
sources, Nashville. 

September 13-15,2001 

Horizons is a ministry conference that 
will helpyouandyourchurch makea 
greater impact in your world fort he 

kingdom. It's purpose is to make a II of 
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Christ. 
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I••• encourages ministers: 

ralce action IJefore 'you ltit tlte wall' 
Jy Ruth Robinson 
;pecial to Baptist and Reflector 

CHATTANOOGA 
tichard Ross teaches in the 
rea of youth ministry at 

louthwestern Baptist Theolog
cal Seminary. 

Prior to that he was a youth 
1inistry consultant for Life
il ay Christian Resources in 
f ashville. He also is a former 
inister of youth and served 

jvocationally for several years 
t Tulip Grove Baptist Church, 
)}d Hickory, where he intro
uced the internationally ac
laimed True Love Waits sexu-
1 abstinence program. 

So he spoke from experience 
hen he addressed his topic 
r the Southern Baptist 

outheastern youth minister's 
onclave 2001,-_"When You Hit 

the Wall in Youth Ministry." 
It is a tragedy when youth 

ministers are lost to the profes
sion because they hit the wall, 
Ross said. 

He gave the group several 
suggestions on how they could 
take action be
fore they hit 
that wall of 
despair and no 
return. 

These in
clude learning 
how to man
age the work-
load and hours, ROSS 
managing ad-
ministrative detail , using in
terns and assistants, getting 
more education, and ~ultivat
ing a broader minist'ry on the 
side. 

For a youth minister who is 

-~-

oversched uled , h e wonder ed 
what good being overextended 
was doing. He suggested youth 
minist er s needed a balanced 
ministry so that 20 years down 
the r oad they will still be in 
ministry and have fun doing it. 

Many are weary of finding 
van drivers, finding sponsors, 
picking up chips for a meeting. 
"These tasks are not beneath 
you, but that's not the issue. 
It's jus t not what you are 
called to do. These are not the 
respons ibilities of that posi
tion. It's frustrating because 
it's not your role and you are 
just barely mak-

have experience and much yet 
to con t r ibute at this stage of 
life. The key to continuing is to 
surround themselves with oth
er s who complement the pro
gram. 

"When you realize there are 
things. you can't do, it can be 
depressing. 

"Allow God to bless your 
unique gifts at this stage of life 
because of ex peri en ce and 
place people around you to 
achieve goals." 

Some churches are using in
terns for this work, Ross said. 
Many schools require that stu

"You are called 
ing it from event 
to event, a lways 
behind. Many in 
youth ministry 
can't take the 
pace." 

to equip those 

den ts spend 
time as a n in
tern, so they 
are available, 
either for the 
summer or for 

What Ross 
sugges ted was 
something called 
''team concept." 

saints to do ~ 

a ~emes ter. 

This is particu-
larly possible 

"You turn 
teams loo se to 
run the details 
of administra
tion. Volunteers 

youth ministry 

with you." 

in medium 
sized to larger 
churches. 

For some, 
the answer 
may be to go 

. work with you. They are called 
to do more, they are called to 
minister to you. 

"You are called to equip 
those saints to do youth min
istry with you. When they get 
the fact they have a calling 
·and can exercise that calling, it 
makes perfect sense to them," 
he said. 

"You take pushed down peo
ple and trust them enough to 
turn them loose, see them take 
on more responsibility. There 

• 
will be more joy than ever, 
with no administrative pres
sure on you. You can see it as a 
way to get over the wall. You 
are called to steer the ship, to 
be a vi s ionary, equip the 
saints, and invest directly in 
the lives of students." 

As yoQth ministers grow 
older, there are changes. They 

back to school 
and get more education . This 
might redeem an individual's 
call, he said. 

"There are church es l)ear 
the seminary who need full
time youth ministers who can 
work on a degree at the semi
nary ·at the same time." For 
those who might want to teach, 

. he suggested they go on and 
get a Ph.D degree. 

"You have to pay the price, 
but every student who has got
ten a youth ministry Ph.D. (at 
Southwestern) is in a signifi
cant youth ministry teaching 
position." 

Another suggestion he made 
was that sometimes hitting the 
wall does not m ean God is 
leading the individual t o seek 
another church, but r ather is 
leading them to develop anoth
er ministry on the side, such as 

THERE 'S STILL TIME TO ORDER YOUR VBS 

Get your Truth 

Trackers 

~ampler today, 

and start 

preparing for 

your most 

exciting VBS 

ever! 

being a conference leader. 
Mature ministers, in partic

u lar, need to give something 
back to th e profession , Ross 
said, and that in itself'is ener
gizmg. 

"Just don't get so enamored 
t hat you lose your core min
is try a nd lose your heart for 
students." 

Ross said that when he was 
in a slump in youth minis try , 
"I got. intimately involved with 
a few students. It'll warm your 
heart . Love students uncondi
tionally and get more connect
ed with their parents." • 

Life Way~ 
Turner ... 
- Continued from page 14 

Second, he noted, loneliness 
characterizes the lives of many 
youth, even though they are 
surrounded by people at school 
and at church. 

Music is their language ," 
Turner said. "Kids today are 
grabbing a CD from one of 
their favorite artists, giving it 
to one of their friends and say
ing, 'This is how I believe.' " 

In a fourth t rend, he said, 
"boundaries today are nonexis
tent." 

Fifth, h e said youth today 
"are interested in the spiritu
al, but that doesn't mean they 
are n~cessarily seeking some
thing Christian ." 

Also, T urner said today's 
youth , Ch r istians an d non 
Christians, "want to make a 
differ ence" in the world . "We 
have to help channel this into 
positive directions." 

In a n oth er a r e a , h e said 
youth shun making commit
ments, even signing up to at
tend an even t because "some
thing better might come along. 
Commitm en t is seen a s too 
risky." 

Because sex permeates the 
media - movies, t elevis ion, 
mu s ic, Intern et - Turner 
said, in an eighth trend, sexu
al activity is both expected 
and confusing to today's youth. 

Ninth, he said today's youth 
have high levels of knowledge 
and skill related to technology. 
"Let the kids design your web 
pages." 

Finally, he said. youth and 
adults in the postmodern cul
ture often operate with a post
Christian mindset. "You make 
a mis take if you a ss um e 
teenagers have been brought 
up with a knowledge of blbli
cal principles." • 
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March 23-24 on MTSU campus 

New location, some purpose for ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

Third, according to Shingle
ton, the youth on Saturday will 
be challenged to consider what 
.God wants to do in their lives 
after high school. They will be 
challenged in the area of mis
sions, he said. 

"We want to cast a vision of 
what God can do with them in 
their own community or in a 
missionary opportunity else
where," Shingleton added. .., 

Evangelist David Nasser -of 

Latest incident ... 
- Continued from page 1 
ciple their friends, we can be
gin to make a dent in the evil 
that surrounds us. 

Today's teenagers are more 
a_t risk than any other time in 
our nation's history. 

They are exposed to more 
evil in one week of school than 
any of us could imagine. 

We need to do our part in 
sharing the Gospel ·with _our . 
teenagers. Pray diligently for 
the YEC to be held March 23-
24. Decisions for an eternity 
will be made during those ses
siOns. 

_ More importantly, pray 
every day for the youth of o~r 
churches. The bad news is our · 
teens are bombarded by Sa
tan's army daily and Satan of
ten yvihs battles as evidenced 
last week, Pray that our youth 
will be protected from Satan's 
'forces and that 'they will stand 
for Christ. The good news? J e
sus ultimately wins the war . • 

ENGLE NASSER 
Birmingham, Ala., will be the 
guest speaker for the weekend 
sesswns. 

Nasser is a native of Iran 
who came to the United States 
in the midst of the Iranian cri- -
sis several years ago, Shingle
ton related. "H e has a powerful 
testimony of how he gave his 
life tq_ the Lord." 

Nasser does a lot of work 
with the Billy Graham Evan
gelistic Association, he added. 

"God i s using him in a 
mighty way to communic·ate 
with students." 

As in previous year s two 
sessions will be held on both 
Friday and Satur day. Youth 
groups can choose either ses
sion on Friday night. The first 
begins at 5:30 p .m. with the 
second session commencing at 
9 p.m. Doors will open one and 
a half hours prior to each ses
Sion. 

F rid ay's program includes 
praise and worship led by J oel 
Engle, music by Salvador , and 
more. 
f On Saturday sessions begin 
a t 10 a. m . and 2 p.m. Door s 
will open an hour before each 
session at the Murphy Center. 
Breakout sessions will be held 

"J oin u s . . 
1n praying 
t h at J es-u s 
Chr ist will 
be lifted up 
at the 2001 
YEC," Shin
gleto n 
asked . 

TAIT SALVADOR ''Pray that 
ou r Lord will pr<?vide a great 
har vest for t h e glory of his 
Kingdom. May we never take 
for granted wha t God has dan e 
over the year s at Tennessee's 
Youth E vangeli s m Con fer
ence," Shingleton concluded. 

pre-registered for the event, 
r egistration will be taken at 
the door. The cost is $10 per 
person . For more information 
a bout th e 2001 YEC, call 
Shinglet on at (615) 371-2077 
or Di K een er a t (6 15) 3 71-

concurrently in local churches. 
Saturd ay's . program fea

tures Nasser, E n gle, s pecial 
music by Michael Tait of de 
talk, and more. 

Breakou t sessions ·will focu s 
on a variety of "focal points." 
They include "Sold Out," "I 
Timothy 4:12," "Worship Out
break," "The R eal World ," 
"Time to Make a Difference," 
"Campus Missionary," "Shar
ing My Faith," "FISH the Plan
et," "Contemporary Evangelis
tic Focus," and "Traditional 
Evangelistic Focus." 

CLASSIFIED 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Experienced/Caring Tutor in your 
home w.eekends and weekdays, 
grades 1-12, college (1-4). Teach 
all subjects. $35 per hr/2 hr min. 
(not including travel time). Also 
certified in Attention Deficit Disor
der- (ADD) and Dyslexia. Can 
home school. Cal l J ames, (615) 
498-4422. Advanced degrees. For 
Spanish, call Rachel, (615) 364-
4422. 

••• ••• • •• • • • 
For Sale: 27-seat 1987 Ford E350 
bus; new engine, floor, seats, tires ; 
Carpenter Bus repairing AC; 
$8,500. Ca ll Lucy Baptis t (901) 
872-0623. 

7933.• 

For groups th at have not 

CLASSIFIED 
Reach the World Travel 

Established, Experienced Travel 
Agency offering Group Mission 

Travel Special Rates. 
1-800-277-2001 

www. Reach TheWorldTravel.com 

MINISTRIES - MUSIC 
Seeking full -time minister of mu
s ic and youth. Send resume to 
Fa irview Baptist Church , P.O. 
Box 3006, P a ris,' TN ·3:8242 
Phone, (901) 642-2191 . "": 
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"If you w~re my patient 
with diabetes, I'd recommend 

this multi-vitamin." 
Dr. Peter Lodewick - Birmingham, Alabama 

_,.d,uthor of · 
· 'M Diabetic Doctor Looks at Diabeus: His and Yours" 

and 
"The Diabetic Man" 

alpha betic"' is the on~-a-day multi-vitamin supplement formulated 
by professionals and backed by over 40 years of research. 

NEW alpha betic"' one-a-day multi-vitamin supplement is 
an exclusive, patented formula designed in consultation 
with leading professionals ro offer superior nutritional -
support for people with diabetes and rheir families. 

In addition to chromium, vanadium, magnesium and 

other diabetes specific nutrients, r ""1·1!111-fl"'-- .------.- -...... ~-1------, 
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"Antioxidant Network" through its : s a¥e $}50 : 
· key ingredient, Alpha Lipok Acid, I I 

· I I 
ro promdte glucose metabolism, 1 1 
optimum anrio.xid-ant protection 1 on any alpha betic product 1 

I MULTI-VITAMfN SUPPLEMENT 1 
- and healthy ne~e function.* 1 1 

Available at CVS, Eckerd, Rite I CONSUMER: Coupon good only on U.S A Hot vahd on . I lrral si~es. Vood of copied. lrans'~rred , prohoboled or 
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request Cash valve 1/IOOf Mao! coupon to ABm. INC 

I CRC Oepl. 521.6633 North Mesa. Suote601. Et Vitam ill Shoppe, Whole Foods 1 Paso TX 79912-4435. 

and other fine pharmacies and I Offer Code 200H 
I .... health food stores. Ask your 1 

pharmacist, visit our web sire at I 

www.alphabetic.com or call : 
1-800-226-6227 for uhe store I 
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The phone rang 
the other day, much 
to my surprise, and 
when I grabbed my 
trusty cordless 
phone, I tried to turn 
it on and it wouldn't 

work. This was quite a shocker since I just used it earli
er in the day. I tried once again, but· I was too late, the 
answering machine already picked up. I made a mad 
dash to the bedroom to grab the phone there, and lucki
ly, the caller had not hung up, and we were able to talk. 
(Looking back now, I realize the kitchen phone was 
about five feet away and would have been closer - but 
oh well, that's neither here nor there.) 

I've tried to figure out what's wrong with it, because I 
really like this phone. It's great as far as phones go. I've 
charged it back up, I've placed and replaced the phone 
on the charger, and I even tried throwing it a few times. 
(That may not have been too good ... ) I've taken the bat
tery out thinking I'll have to get a new one, and if that 
doesn't work, eventually a new phone. 

This kind of thing happens all the time, to everybody. 
Whether it's a phone, remote control, calculator, or some 
other gadget, something stops working. People can do 
similar· things. We have the unfortu~ate potential to 

·· just quit working properly at times. It may be some
thing simple like losing the motivation to take out the 
garbage, or something more serious like betraying a 
friend. Either way, it can be disappointing. 

Unlike my phone, people are irreplaceable. Friends 
and loved ones are truly a gift from God. If you don't 
believe me, try spending a few days without them, and 
see how you feel. Just because the people may have a 
few "flaws" or character quirks about them, doesn't 
mean we should just dismiss them. TJ:lese are the traits 
that make them individual and special. God brings peo
ple into our lives for a purpose. This year let's set a goal 
that we will allow God to use the people .in our lives to 
touch us and challenge us to grow in our relationship 
with him. • - . Froelich is minister of youth and church 
activities of West Hills Baptist Church, Knoxville. 

Start With a Smile: 
Sam to Saul: "You 
look mighty ·wor
ried. What's the 
matter?" Saul: "My 
wife an·d I had a 
fuss, and she refus
es to talk with me 

for 30 days." Sam: "That's terrible." Saul: ''Yeah, but 
worse than that. Tomorrow the 30 days is up." 
Take this Truth: All good things must come to an end. 
Memorize this Scripture: ''Let your speech be always 
with grace, seasoned with salt" (Colossians 4:6). 
Pray this Prayer: Lord, help me to realize the destruc
tive power of the uncontrolled tongue. • 

Partnership Prayer Requests 
March 
14- Pray for Nicki Chandler, IMB journeyman who 

is a member of the Youth Team in Portugal. 

1.&- Pray for Pastor Ray Woodward of Towers 
Church in Richmond, British Columbia, Canada, who 
is recuperating from cancer surgery. 

16- Pray for Doug Watkins, IMB missionary in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, who recently led a group of Brazil
ian leaders to a FAITH clinic in Daytona Beach, Fla. 

17- Pray for 49 volunteers from First Baptist 
Church, Dyersburg, as they do creative ministry 
March 17-26 in the"'Lisbon area of Portugal. 

Pray for Scott and Sandra George, 1MB mission
aries who are members of the Youth Team in Portugal. 

Pray for MK David Fairchild who will have his 
MRI today. The son of Brazil missionaries 

•n•n and Ray Fairchild, he is in remission from a 

- Pray for Eddy: Brenda,·and Hannah Hallock, an 
missionary family in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, who 

currently are on stateside assignment. 

Knowing Jesus cares 
By Bill Irvin 

Focal Passages: 
Mark 4:35-39; 5:5-9, 15-20 . 

A young mother recently lost her 
husband, a police officer killed in the 
line of duty. A family learned unex
pectedly that their loved one has a 
terminal illness. Two other families 
are grieving after each had a child 
killed at school. Tragedy can strike 
anyone without warning. Where is 
Jesus? 

Does Jesus care? (ch. 4, vv. 35-
41). The disciples were "so fearful" 
(v. 40 NKJV). . 

him with our trust. 
Does Jesus care for all? (ch. 

5:1-20). J esus rarely traveled to the 
east side of the Sea of Galilee or the 
J ordan. However, Jesus had a pur
pose for going to the country of the 
Gerasenes, a place where swine was 
farmed, to a place of tombs and a de
m on-possessed man. Could Jesus 
care for people in this place? For an 
outcast who could not be tamed? 

J esus did care, and does care, for 
people. Even one such as this. He 
cast out the demon(s) and gave them 
permission to enter the swine, which 

They looked at ·· 
Jesus who was Family.Bible 

subsequently per
ished. We need to 
remember that 
Jesus was, and is, 
more concerned 
about people than 
any of his other 

;:~·~~-~~)a f~~ ·--~S~ ~.;-March ~f ,.J 
disciples had ~• hi J ~~~ , 

been eye-wit-
nesses of Jesus' miraculous powers. 
However, in peril of their lives, they 
were seized with fear and did not 
turn to Jesus in faith. They ques
tioned him, "Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?" (v. 38). 

Jesus got up, rebuked the wind, 
and told the sea to "be still." Jesus 
then questioned them. ''Why are you 
so fearful ("timid" NAS)? Do you still 
have no faith?" (NIV). Although the 
disciples still had much to learn 
about him, Jesus seemed amazed at 
their lack of faith. They called him 
"Teacher" then. Later they pro
claimed Him Lord! Do we know J e
sus as our Lord and our God? Then 
in the storms of life may we honor 

God's call 
- By David Green 

• 
Focal Passage: I Samuell:l-3:21 

God can use one person who will 
answer his call to change a nation. 
For example, it was one vote that 
gave Oliver Cromwell control of 
England in 1656. It was one vote 
that gave America the English in
·stead of the Ger-
man Language in 
the Virginia 
House of Burgess
es in 1663. It was 
one vote that 

,,, 
:~ 4--

changed France from a monarchy 
into a Republic in 1875. It was one 
vote that gave the Presidency of the 
United States of America to Ruther
ford B. Hayes in 1876. It was one 
vote that gave Adolf ~~ 
Hitler the leader .. 
ship of the Nazi 
Party in Germany 
in 1923. Sin en-. 
tered the world 
through one man, 
and death through 
sin, and in this way 
death came to all GREEN 
men , because all 
sinned (Romans 5:12, NIV). We can 
praise God that his grace and the 
gift that came by the grace of the 
one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to 
many! (Romans 5:15, NIV). Never 
underestimate the power of one 
heart yielded to the call and will of 
God! 

Listening to God ( ch. 3,- v. 10). 
Samuel was given to God in return 
for the Lord's favor in allowing Han
nah to give bir th to h im . Sa muel 

creatures. We ought to be amazed 
when people spend time, energy, 
and money to rescue whales, wolves, 
and snakes but never show any con
cern for innocent human lives that 

' are brutally "termmated" by abor-
tionists daily! 

When the people gathered they 
saw the man who had been demon
possessed, "sitting at the feet of Je
sus, clothed and in his right mind" 
(Luke 8:35). Jesus not only cared, he 
delivered him, spent time with him, 
and taught him. 

Jesus also cared for those who re
jected him. When t he people sent 
him away Jesus said to the former 
demoniac, "Go home to your friends 

was an answer to prayer waiting to 
answer the call of God. Samuel lived 
with E li, the priest, as he ministered 
before the Lord (ch. 2, v. 18). He 
heard the Lord speak twice and sup
posed it to be Eli calling him. Mter 
waking Eli the second time about a 
call in the night, Eli realized that 
the Lord was calling to Samuel. 

Verse 10 is the 
response of 
Samuel to the 
third ca ll of 
God. He said, 
"Speak; for thy 

servant heareth." The Hebrew word 
• 

used in this text for hearing (shama) 
indicates that Samuel is listening 
with a readiness to respond in obedi
ence. How do the children of God lis
ten to his voice today? 

Receiving God's Word (vv. 11-
14). Listening and re.ceiving God's 
words are two different tasks. 
Samuel was prepared to be obedient 
but this did not make the message 
easy to receive. The message of God 
was a word of destruction against 
the house of Eli . The phrase, "a t 
which both the ears of everyone that 
heareth it shall tingle," (v. 11, KJV) 
indicates the difficulty of receiving 
the judgment of God (see II Kings 
21:12; Jeremiah 19:3). The sons of 
Eli misused their position as minis
ters for selfish gain a nd u ngodly 
lifestyles . 

The call from God is a call to re
sponsibility. All of God's leaders are 
accountable to God. Eli was warned 
about his sons and did not restr ain 
t hem (v. 13). Their careless disre
gard for people and arrogant msub-

and tell them what great things the 
Lord has done for you, a nd how he 
has had compassion on you" (v. 19). 
Jesu s sent a "missionary" to the 
very on es who for fear h ad urged 
him to leave (vv. 15, 19). And what 
a missiona ry! H e preached in De
capolis (ten ci t ies) a ll that Jesu s 
had done for him (v. 20). Luke used 
the word "God" in 
J esu s' commission 
to t h e d e liver e d 
man. But when h e 
preached, he testi
fied of "all that J e
su s" h a d done for 
him. And prai se 
God, "all ma rveled" 
who heard him. IRVIN 

Las t s ummer, 
youth workers at camp h ad gr eat 
difficulty with an extremely rebel
lious young man. No one could tame 
him. Recently all were a mazed to 
hear of his testimony that Jesus had 
s how n compassion for him a nd 
saved him. J esus cares! Trust Him ! 
He will s end you "home to your 
friends" .to tell them about the great 
things t he Lord has done for you . -

· Irvin is pastor, Lucy Baptist Church, 
Milllington. 

ordination to God demanded swift 
and decisive judgment (Numbers 
15:30-31). 

Obeying. God's call {vv. 15-18). 
After a s l eepless night, Samu el 
obeyed God. Serving God in obedi
ence, even when the circumstances 
are unpleasant, l eads to gr'owth . 
Samuel loved Eli a nd did not want 
t o see him hurt. Eli demanded to 
know the .word of the Lord (v. 17). 
The word of the Lord is often heart 
breaking to the messenger . Our 
hearts must break with the things 
that break the heart of God. After 
receiving the word of judgment, Eli 
resigned himself to the divine sover
eignty of God (v. 18). 

Growing in God's Word (vv. 
19-20). Verse 19 indicates that the 
Lord was with Samuel as h e grew. 
The presence of the Lord validated 
the call of God on Samuel's life. The 
Lord remained faithful to the obedi
ence of Samuel so that all he prophe
sied came t rue. None of his words 
fell to the ground (v. 19). His min
istry had a n ationwide impact and 
historical impor tance because he 
was willing to answer t he call of God 
and remain faithful to his word (v 
20). 

H e was only on e man but with 
the h elp of God h e influenced the 
history of man kind. One man, one 
woman, one husband, one wife, one 
father , one mother , one youth, one 
single adult ... who answers the caJl 
of God can make a difference in this 
world. "You only have one hfe, twill 
soon be past. Only what's done for 
Christ will last." - Green IS pastor 
First Baptist Church Greeneville. 
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Christmas in August.gifts reach thouSands for Christ 

adoption garners 
support in Congres.s 
Baptist Press 

• 
yY ASHINGTON .- Legisla

tion to renew and expand the tax 
credit for adoption has been in
troduced in Congress with 
strong support. 

The Hope for Children Act, 
H.R. 622, would · double the 
adoption tax credit to $10,000. It 
also would index the credit for 
inflation and double to $10,000 
the amount of adoption assis
tance by an employer that may 
be excluded from an employee's 
taxable income. The $5,000 cr~d
it for the adoption of non-special 
needs children and the credit for 
employer-provided adoption ben
efits are scheduled to expire this 
year. 

For special-needs children, 
the bill would increase the adop
tion credit from $6,000 to a flat 
$10,000 that covers one-time 
and ongoing costs. The special
needs credit is perman'ent and 
therefore does not need to be re
newed. 

The bill has 213 co-spon
sors. • 

Editor's wife dies 
seven years after 
car accident 
Baptist Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.
Mary Katherine ''Kathy'' Loudat, 
4 7, died Thursday morning, 
March 8, at Manzano Del Sol 
Good Samaritan Village in Albu
querque, N.M., her home for the 
past seven years. She was badly 
injured and left incapacitated in 
an automobile collision in April 
1991. 

Survivors include her hus
band of 28 years, John1 of Albu
querque, editor of the Baptist 

-

By Becky Nelson 
For Baptist Press 

• 

HENRIETTA, N.Y. - Soap 
and shampoo can open the door 
for leading someone to Chr.ist. 
Just ask Steve Fromm, director 
of church and community min
istries here. 

Fromm received packages 
from 70 different churches as a 
part of the ,2000 Christmas in 
August missions project spon
sored by Woman's Miss iou.ary 
Union and the Southern B~ptist 
North American Mission Board. 

Volunteers used the items in 
the packages to assemble 350 
school kits to distribute to 
schools throughout the associa
tion. In addition, more than 
500 hygiene kits were assem
bled for the homeless and 
needy. The hygiene kits were 
distributed through food cup
boards, shelter ministries, and 
soup kitchens. 

Fromm told of one kit given 
to a young girl in a city. "A mis
sions volunteer from one of the 
chur.ches in the association had 
met her on the street. The :vol
unteer asked why she wasn't in 

New Mexican newsjournal. 
Loudat said his wife had been 

a faithful and supportive .part
. ner in ministry throughout their 
married life, including the 
churches he served as pastor 
frorll1979-93. 

Other survivors include her 
• 

daughters, Mary and Joni, of Al-
buquerque. • 

Life Way to, ·se~d 

counseling tOpes · 
to Santana teens 

-
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - LifeWay 
Christian Resources has shipped 
nearly 2,000 CDs containing 
taped counseling sessions to a 
high school in California where a 
teenager killed two students- and 
wounded 13 others. 

Barry Campbell of LifeWay's 
Pastor.-Staff Leadership Section, 
s~id he hopes the taped counsel
ing session, "Somec;me Close to 
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VOLUNTEERS unpack Christmas in August packages to distribute 
through a church and community center in upstate New Y ark. 

ofitems that they need. 
Now in its 74th year, Christ

mas in August has become a 
summer tradition for dozens of 
Southern Baptist churches 
throughout the United States. 

The missions activity began 
in 1927 when the Sunbeam 
Band of First Baptist Church, 
Charlottesville, Va., began col
lecting Christmas gifts for mis
sionaries Hundley and Eliza
beth Wiley. The missionaries 
gave the gifts to women and 
children in Shanghai, China. 

The project grew and was 
soon adopted by Virginia WMU 
for all Sunbeam Bands in. 'Vir
ginia. Because of the war in 
Chlna and problems in shipping 

school and the girl replied, 'I'm with the volunteer." overs.eas, in 1937 the decision 
not going to school. They call F-romm is one of 36 North was made that the Virginia 
me stinky and won't play with AmericaH missionaries from 22 Sunbeams would send their 
me or sit by me.' states featured in. WMU maga-. . gifts to home missiOiil!lries fnow 

"You see,'' Fromm explained, zines for the Christmas in Au- called North American -misSion
" "the young girl didn't have soap gust emphasis. . aries). · -

or shampoo at home. -E·ach year ·the North Amel'i- In 1950, WM"U began featur-
"The next day," he-continued; can Mission Board selects mis- ing the Christmas in August 

''the missions volunteer found sionaries to be featured as missionaries in its magaz..iJiles. 
the young girl and gave her a Christmas in August missionar- Baptist Women were asked to 
hygiene kit. They talked about ies: WMU contacts the mission- help the young people have a 
Christ's cleansing power. The arjes and publishes information Christmas in August missions 
girl has begun attending church ·_ about their ministry and a list activity in their churches. • 

Me Has Died," will help some of 
the students at Santana High 
School in Santee, Calif., deal 
with their grief . 

"I know it's too late to do any-· 
thing about the tragedy that has 
already occurred. But mayi?e 
these CDs, especially the session 

. 'I'm Thinking About Killing 
Some People,' will help the stu
'dents . understand w:ha_t goes on 
in the heads of young people wn@ 
commit these sort of crimes a:o.d 
prevent something like this from 
happening in the future," Camp
bell said. 'We al'so hope the CDs. 
can help the students deal with 
their grief." 

The 24-Hour Counselor CDs 
pr-oviqe immediate helps for 
teens facing some of life's tou.gh
est challenges, Campbell said. 
The inform~tion is also available 
on LifeWay's Internet site at 
www .lifeway .cornl24hour/. • · 

SWBTS trustees ok 
' -

$1 million· increase 
Baptist Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas - In 
the face of a possible- $1 million 
decrease in fllnding at South
wester:& Baptist Theological 
Seminary, the semin.ary's 
trustees approved .a $1 mnHan 

' . 
budget increase duri:ng their 
spring meeting here March 6 . . 

Southwestern PresideHt Ken
neth S. Hemphill called the 3.4 
percent budget increase "a nar
mal increase." 

"We are budgeting conserva
tively," he said 0f the $29.6 mil
lion budget. 

Last year, the Baptist Gener
al Convention of Texas voted to 
redirect approximately $4 mil
lion from the six Southern Bap-

tist Convention seminaries to sion, closed its doors Dee. 
three seminaries in Telas. The church had several ac<;.ou 
Southwestern stands to lose totaling n~arly $150,000. 
-about $1. million, or abo~t 3.4 FDIC insures deposits 'Up 
pe,rcent of. the seminary's total $100,000, meaning the certgrtega 
budget. tion lost more thaFl $49,000 

While he's n0t. antiG,ipating a excess of that limit. 
ma9or loss in funds from the po- "It. couldn't have come at 
tential BGCT budget reduction, · worse time for u.s," said. P 
Hemphil~ said, "lt's too ear~y for Louis Brinker, noting that 
us to · try to pFoject tha·t. I d0n't - ob.urch was just abaut to buy 
know how all of these things will acres of land for a new buil-'"_ .... 
sort out." He said, howev~r, that ch 

Calling the seminary ":fi:nan- membePS had respOiilded' well 
cially healthy/' Hemphill added make up· for the loss. 
he d0es have faith that .Goiil will Brinker said he hopes the 
continue -to meet the financial perience will be a lesson to v""''"l 

needs of Southwestern througb. churches to make sure they 
local churches. ' covered in case their banks 

The new budget includes a.n belly up. 
average 2 percent raise for semi- The Metropolis bank was 
11ary fac'\ll·ty a:n4 staff. Tuition seventh FDIC-insured ins 
and fees will increas·e $5 per tion to fail in 2000. • 
ha'UT for master's students, $J.25 
per semester for Ph.D. students 
and $.15 for matriculation. 

'Fntstees also elected Michael 
De$1n, pastor af Travis Avenue 
Baptist Church in Fort Worth, 
as their new ch.air.m.an. • 

B.ank ·closing costs 
church $50,000 
Ass0ciated Baptist Pr-ess 

METROPOLIS, Ill. A 
small-town Illinois ch'Urch lost 
neady $50,000 when its bank 
shut down before Christmas, in 
the heart of the church's collec
tion of the Lottie Moon Christ
mas Offering for international 
missions. 

First Baptist Church here 
learned a hard lesson when the 
National State Bank of Metropo
lis, which had been doing busi
ness for more than a century 
and survived th~ Great Depres-

-

Oklahoma-Baptists 
help stop lottery 
As.s0ciated Baptist Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY -
sitian by Oklahoma Baptists ant 
other church groups is bein 
credited with stopping a }otter 
proposal in the state Senate. 

after vocal opposition, th 
Senate Appropriations Commil 
tee voted 17-13 to kill a propos~ 
for a statewide referendum on 
lottery. 

"Tha:ok you Oklahoma Ba1 
tists for your immediate rt 
sponse to ouT request for phoi 
calls and letters to our goverJ 
mental officials in regard to tl 
lottery," Oklahoma Baptist Col 
vention Executive Director AJ 
thony Jordan said in the week 
newsjour.nal Baptist Messenger 

Jordan said those calls ai 
letters made a difference. • 


