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inisters, churches take serious look at 'holiness' 
Lonnie Wilkey 

raptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - While it would 
pear to be ao accepted fact that the 
ords "chur-ch" and "holy" fit like a 
and in a ~loy-e," that's not necessarily 
,, some pastors and evangelists agree. 

"We live in a very casual society 
here people want a casual Christiani
," said evangelist Tim St. Clair of 

ife Action Ministries, based in Niles, 
~ich. 

The word "casual" does not go to
ther with the word "holy," St. Clair 
served. 
Southern Baptist evangelist Harold 

Hunter of Hermitage . 
agrees. 

"There are churches 
in the Southern Bap
tist Convention that 
will never consid er 
asking a person with 
the philosophy of puri
ty and ..holiness to 
com e to their church 

a conference or revival meeting. 
Because they think it is old 

.... .,, ....... and out of step with modern 
ciety," said Hunter, who recently 
ulu.cte:a a conference on biblical holi-

ness at Round Lick Baptist Church in 
Watertown. · 

Holiness defined 
What does it mean to be holy? 
"You have got to come to the place 

where you love God passionately with 
all your heart and you hate sin with an 
equal passion," Hunter said. 

St. Clair, who s poke recently at 
Tulip Grove Baptist Church, Old Hick
ory and has led revivals at several 
churches in Tennessee, observed holi
ness has several meanings in Scrip
ture. 

Among them, St. Clair said, holiness 
means to be pure or clean from sin and 
to be devoted purely to 
the Lord. 

Christians should 
be holy because God 
commands it, St. Clair 
said, citing I P eter 
1:16. 

"From the very be
ginning , God estab -
lished that those who ST. CLAIR 
do his work be holy, 
whether they are preachers or Sunday 
School teachers," St. Clair said. 

"There is power in holiness," he 
stressed. 

Terry Wilkerson, pastor of Round 

Disa e ie .. ' .. 

Lick Church which hosted Hunter 's 
conference, observed there is "a deep 
need for an emphasis on holy living" in 
today's world. 

Wilkerson observed 
that a church philoso
phy has been devel
oped today that runs 
parallel to the secular 
world. 

As a result, the pas
tor observed, "th e 
church has become WILKERSON 
worldly instead of the 
world becoming godly." 

Wilkerson added that today "living 
a holy life does not matter. 

"Doctrine does not matter. People 
want to feel accepted, to feel good. A 
lot of preachers have bought into that," 
he observed. 

Return to holiness needed 
"We need a sweeping revival of holi

ness," Hunter observed. 
Yet, such a movement makes some 

people uncomfortable because holiness 
"is not a Baptist term, Hunter ac
knowledged. 

"We have tried so hard to separate 
ourselves from the pentecostal/ 
charismatic element that the V{Ord 
'holiness' makes people uncomfort-

able," Hunter said. 
"Holiness is not a second work of 

grace. It is an exercise of the will ,'' he 
added. 

St. Cla ir, too, said there is a need 
for a revival of holiness. 

And, it begins, he said wi th ind ivid
ual Christians. 

"My family can't be holy unless J am 
holy," St. Clair said. 

"That's true of the chu rch as welL 
The group as a whole can't be holy un
til the individuals in that gr oup have 
surrendered to a life se t apart for God," 
he observed. 

Inglewood Baptist Church , Nash
ville, recently held a revival with the 
theme of "A Return to Holiness." 

Pastor Kevin Shrum observed that 
one of the keys to returning to holiness 
is returning " to the 
God of holiness." 

Shrum predi cted 
that "God's people will 
s trive for h oliness if 
they under stand that 
God himself is holy. 

"We have so demot
ed God that ther e is no 
sense of urgency about SHRUM 

being holy," the Nashville pastor said. 
- See Min!sters, page 2 

Cam manager burned in accident 
For Baptist and Reflector 

FRANKLIN - Lloyd Black
well, manager, Linden Valley 
Baptist Conference Center, Lin
den, was burned April 25 in an 
accident at a local gas station. 

Fire department officials 
speculate the fire may have 
been caused by static electrici
ty. 

According to Wi lliam 
Maxwell, administrative direc
tor for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, witnesses r epor t 
Blackwell had just finished fill
ing a gas can and had replaced 
the hose on the tank. When he 
turned around he was engulfed 
in flames. 

well to put out the flames, ac
cording to Maxwell. 

Blackwell, who received sec
ond and third degree burns on 
50 percent of his body, was air
lift ed to the Burn Cen ter at 
Vanderbilt Hospital, Nashville. 

Ma in ly his 
legs, hands, 
and forearms 
were burned . 
He underwent 
s urgery late 
Wednesday 
and again on 
Fnday as doc

BLACKWELL tors want to 
begin skin 

g rafts a s soon a::; possible, 
Maxwell said. 

Cameron Byler, left, retired Tennessee Baptist Convention Brotherhood director of Nolensville, re
ceives the Robert E. Dixon Award of the Southern Baptist Convention Disaster Relief Roundtable 
Commission from Mickey Gaison, center, national Disaster Relief director based at (he North Ameri
can Mission Board; and John LaNoue, retired from Texas Baptist Men. The award was presented 
during the Disaster Relief Roundtable held April 23-25 at the Baptist Center, Bren~oo'4. _Byl~r was 
honored for helping develop Southern Baptist and national DR and the formal relatronshrp with the 
American Red Cross. Byler, who retired from the TBC in 1995, also sen:ed the Baptist Br~therhoo~ 
Commission; Alaska Baptist Convention; and Texas Baptist Men. In retirement he has tramed resi
dents of Taiwan and Tennessee in DR and will train residents of Tokyo, Japan, in December. 

Both Blackwell's truck and 
the pump where he was parked 
were charred as a result of the 
fire, according to a news report. 

Maxwell reported that Ted 
Holmes, minister of administra
tion/missions, Forest Hills Bap
tis t Church, Nashville, was in 
the gas station when he heard 
someone yell fire. 

Holmes grabbed a fire extin
guisher and rushed to Black-

He is expected to need addi
tional surgeries and to be in the 
hospital for about two months. 

Hi!' family includes his Wlfe, 
Jodi, and daughters, Brooke, 3, 
and Autumn. 8 weeks old. 

Maxwell asked for prayer 
for Blackwell, his family, and 
the camp staff. Upd~tcs on 
Blackwell's condition can be 
found on the TBC Web site at 
www. tn baptist.org. • 
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Section in proposed 
bill could help 
pro-lottery eHorts 
For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - State legis
lators currently are considering 
a bill (SB 21/HB 155) known as 
"The 2000 Presidential Election 
Debacle Reform -Bill of 2001." 
~ Among items of concern is a 

portion of the bill that would 
place the vote on whether or 
not to remove· the word "lot
tery" from the state constitu
tion before the governor's race 
on the ballot, 
according to 
Gary Ander
son, TBC pub
lic affairs con
sultant. 

"Tennessee 
law p.ow re-
quires the lot- ANDERSON 
tery question 
to come after the vote for gover
nor on the ballot," Anderson 
said. "Gambling proponents 
want people to vote for the 
gambling issue first," he contin
ued. 

"People who vote for the lot
tery and do not vote for the gov
ernor give gambling proponents 
an edge," Anderson explained. 

For: the constitutional 
amendment to pass, it needs 50 

. percent of the votes in the gov
ernor's race, plus one, he noted. 

The senate bill was approved 
last week by a 5-4 vote in the 
Senate State and Local Com-

·-. - . 
mittee and can now be placed 
on the Senate calendar. 

The companion bill in the 
House is on the House State & 
Local Government Committee 
calendar and was to be consid
ered May 1. 

Tennel5see Baptists should 
contact their senators and 
house members and urge them 
to take out the section of the 
bill that would place the vote 
on the lottery before the gover-· 
nor's race on the ballot, Ander
son urged. • 

Baptis~ 'shin~' at · 
Dove Awards 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Several 
Southern Baptist songwriters 
and musicians found them
selves in the warm spotlight of 
the Dove Awards, winning ac
colades for their ministry per
formances during the 2001 sea
son. 

Point of Grace, the contem
porary female qtta.rtet original
ly from Ouachita Baptist Uni
versity in _Arkadelphia, Ark., 
also made a Dove Awards ap
pearance. 

Point of Grace opened the 
Dove A wards performance de
buting a new single, "Begin 
With Me." 

de Talk's Toby McKeehan 
was also in attendance at the 
Dove Awards- as a recipient. 

McKeehan· won a Dove for 
"Dive" in the modern rock/alter
native recording song category. 
McKeehan and the other mem
bers of de Talk created the band 
while they were students at Lib
erty Univei'§ity in Lynchburg, Va. 

Matt Austin, the general 
manager of Christian Hit Radio 
WAY-FM and a .Southern Bap
tist, picked up the award for ra
dio station of the year in a large 
market. 

Baptist Press has a working 
relationship with Christian Hit 
Radio to provide -national news 
analysis for their nationally 
syndicated morning show. 

Karla Worley, the wife of 
Brentwood Baptist Church, 
Brentwood, minister of music 
Dennis Worley, won a Dove 
Award for a youth/children's 
musical. 

"Friends 4Ever" was written 
by Worley, Steven V. Taylor, 
Seth Worley, Peter Kipley, and 
Michael W. Smith and was pub
lished by Word Music. 

Students from B~lmont 
Unive.rsity, Nashville, were 
involved as assistant producers 
of the awards program. • 

Tennessee Baptists 
tapped for-SBC 
boards, commillees 
Baptist Press 

li 

NEW ORLEANS- Nomi-
nees to serve on the Southern 
Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee, the four denomina
tional boards - International 
Mission Board, North Ameri
can Mission Board, Life Way 
Christian Resources, and An
nuity Board - the Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission, 
the six seminaries, and the 
Committee on Order of Busi
ness have been selected by the 
2001 SBC Committee on Nomi-
nations. 

Nominees will serve if elect
ed by the messengers to the an
nual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, June 12-
13 at the Superdome in New 
Orleans. 

Appointmen.ts to two key 
committees to serve during the 
SBC annual meeting also have 
been announced by SBC Presi
dent James Merritt. 

Merritt, pastor of First Bap-

tist Church, Snellville, Ga., an
nounced the appointment of 
the Committee on Committees 
and the Committee on Resolu
tions April 30. The SBC bylaws 
require the president to an
nounce the appointments "at 
least 45 days in advance of the 
meeting." 

The credentials and tellers 
committees must be made pub
lic 30 days before the annual 
meeting, according to the SBC 
bylaws. 

Tennesseans chosen. to serve 
at the SBC level include: 

Executive Committee -
John Wallace, First Baptist 
Church, Morristown; Abe Silli
man Jr., Ripley (second term) 

International Mission Board 
-Joe S. Washington, First 
Baptist Church, Cleveland; 
John D. Floyd, Kirby Woods 
Baptist Church, Memphis; 
John D. Adams, Jackson (sec
ond term) 

North American Mission 
Board - David L. -Thompson, 
Madison (second term) 

LifeWay Christian Re
sources - Arthur Edward 
"Bud" Hodge, Smoky View 
Baptist Church~ Maryville. 

New Orleans Bap.tist Theo
logical Seminary - Steven E. 
Linginfelter, pastor, First Bap·· 
tist Church, Benton 

Southeastern Baptist Theo· 
logical Sem-inary - Pamela 
Moseley, Kingsport (second 
term) 

Midwestern Baptist Theo· 
logical Seminary - Robert A 
Mowrey, Nashville (seconc 
term) 

Golden Gate Baptist Theo· 
logical Seminary - Robert M 
Fargarson, Brownsville (secon 
term) · · 

Committee ·on C_ommittees -
Larry Boyles, First Baptis 
Church, Concord, Knoxville 
Bobby Mullins, pastor, Cherokel 
Baptist Church, Memphis. • 

Ministers, clturcltes talce serious loolc at 
- Continued from page 1 

Prayer is vital 
Hunter shared a lesson he learned 

about holiness and prayer during a re
vival meeting while serving as pastor of a 
large church in Florida. 

He recalled the church would spend 
large amounts of money publicizing re
vivals. 

"We had record-breaking crowds, but 
there was no move of God and it dis-
tressed me," Hunter related. ' 

During a later revival Hunter invited 
Hyman Appleman, a Jewish evangelist 
who is now deceased. At the time Apple
man, a Russian Jew who had accepted 
Christ, was in his 80s. 

Appleman did not want any special 
promotion; he just wanted prayer, Hunter 
recalled. "When I told him I was going to 
pray 'too,' he would respond and say, 'Not 
too. You're going to pray.' " 

On the opening night of the revival Ap
pleman "preached the driest sermon on 
the cross that I've ever heard," Hunter re
membered, thinking that he would never 

convince his members that Appleman had 
once been a great evangelist. 

But when Appleman gave the invita
tion, people all over the building came 
down, weeping and convicted over their 
sins, Hunter said. 

'Later Appleman told him, "Young 
map, you thought God was through with 
me. But the Bible says that the fervent, 
effective prayer for a righteous man 
availeth much. 
_ "Because of that, at 4 a.m. I was on my 
knees · until 7 a.m. making sure I was 
right with God.'' 

·Hunter related that during that week 
the church experienced "the greatest 
move of God" in its history. 

"That changed my ministry," Hunter 
recalled. "I quit trying to get 'names,'" he 
said, noting he began to rely more and 
more on prayer. 

Holiness begins with prayer, the evan
gelist affirmed. 

"All I would do is ask everyone to get 
alone and get on their knees h>efore God 
and talk with God about holiness as it re-

lates to them personally and ask God b 
make them a holy person." 

Shrum related that when planninl 
first began last year for their just com 
pleted revival that "we wanted reviva 
centered on the awesome nature an1 
majesty of God.'' 

Several prayer meetings were bel 
before the revival as well as a solem 
assembly led by the church's laity th 
Sunday before the revival began, Shrui 
related. 

"We had as much revival during th 
preparation as we did during the week 
he shared. 

One of the keys was prayer that Wf 

God-focused, Shrum said. 
Holiness is costly 

St. Clair cautioned that striving t• 
ward holiness is costly. 
. "Frankly, holiness is not a popuh 
message," he said, noting churches todf 
base success on attendance, finances, ar 
buildings. 

"-A commitment to holiness is costly 
St. Clair said. It always is." • 



.VIfh new name, location 

Former FBC finds renewed vigor 
Jy Lonnie Wilkey 
~tist and Reflector 

HENNING - In its heyday 
'irst Baptis t Church here was 
strong Southern Baptist con-

But as the makeup of the 
all West Tennessee town 

from Anglo to about 
5 percent black , more and 

n nrg people left the church. 
Two years ago the congrega-

ion had dwindled down to 
bout six people, recalled Ray 
ones, director of missions for 
~ig Hatchie Baptis t Associa
ion, based in Covington. 

"It looked like a bleak, hope
ess situation," Jones said. 

Members had already 
topped meeting in the sanctu
~ and were Kathering in the 

urch patsonage to cut costs, 
ones said. 

The church did not fold, 
owever, because of "the dedi
tion of a core group who was 

onvinced God had a plan for 
em and they were going to 

ork to achieve it," Jones said. 
Gene Edwards, a deacon at 

he church and a member of 
~e of the few remaining fami
ies, agreed. "The old church 
ras dying. There were a few of 
,s who decided we had two op
ions- shut down or relocate," 
e recalled. 

New pastor arrives 
Afte r the decision already 

•d been made to relocate, the 
fiurch asked Da n Holland to 

each for them. Hollan"d, a 
........... ,6 contractor, had served 

urch in Crockett County 

--------

RAY JONES, left, director of missions for Big Hatchie Baptist As
sociation visits with Pastor Dan Holland, center, and Gene Ed
w~rds, a ?eacon at Victory Baptist Church, Henning. Formerly 
F1rst Bapt1st Church, Henning, the congregation had dwindled to 
about six members two years ago. At that time it voted to relocate 
and rebuild. The church now has between 40-45 in attendance 
each week. 

before building his own home 
in nearby Ripley. 

After a while, the congrega
tion called Holland to serve as 
bivocational pastor. 

"I told the church I was not 
interested in having a tradi
tional church anymore," Hol
land recalled. 

"I wanted a church that was 
vibrant and alive," he contin
ued, adding that the church 
uses a combination of tradi
tional and contemporary wor
ship. 

Knowing the financial con
dition of the church, Holland 
refused to take a salary. 

"God is taking care of me fi
nancially," Holland explained, 
adding that people can see he 

is doing his min
istry "out oflove." 

Transition be- , 
• gzns 

purchase 17 acres off Highway 
51 in Henning. There were 
about 52 homes near the 
church site and another 20 
have been built in recent 
months, Holland said. 

"Our goal was to evangelize 
this community," he noted. 

The church placed a modu
lar building on site and began 
meeting. The name Victory 
Baptist was chosen after look
ing at several options. It 
seemed God was in the deci
sion when both Edwards and 
Holland's wife, Liz, suggested 
the same name without confer
ring with each other, the pas
tor said. 

"We believe that name is 
symbolic for this church," Hol
land said. They have a church 
sign shaped like a cross that 
works well with their new mot
to: "The Way of the Cross 
Leads to Victory," the pastor 
said. 

For · about 18 months, not 
much happened, Edwards and 
Holland agreed. 

fHE FORMER BUILDING of First Baptist 
'Jhurch, Henning, now belongs to a black 
~ongregation of another denomination. 

The church put 
its old property up 
for sale - the 
building itself and 
an adjacent parson
age. The property 
sold sooner than 
expected and with 
the money the 
church was able to 

"We know that the church 
was the Lord's will or the devil 
would not have fought it so 
hard," Edwards related. 

During the early months of 
the transition, tragedy struck 
not only Holland's family, but 
also two of the church's fami
lies that had been instrumen
tal in keeping the church alive. 

PARnCIPATING IN THE first service held in the sanctuary of 
VICfoty Baptist Church were, from lett, Gene, Cheryl, and Brenda 
Edwards; Johnny, Pam, and David Layton; Gary and Dot Dor
maY&r.' and Pastor Dan Holland and his wife, Liz. 

Holland's son was murdered 
and his house burned. Ed
wards' home also burned and 
Johnny Layton, the other key 
member, also experienced 
some difficult times, the two 
men recalled. 

The church refused to fold, 
however. 

New building 
The church began building a 

new multi-purpose building on 
site last year with volunteers, 
both inside the church and 
from outside cht¥ch groups, 
Holland said. 

With the funds received 

from the old property and vol
unteer labor, the congregation 
built a 6,000-square-foot facili
ty that will seat 250 people in 
the auditorium that is valued 
at about $250,000, but has a 
debt of only $70,000. 

Attendance began to pick up 
after people in the community 
saw things happening on site. 
Attendance has climbed to be
tween 40-45 and should reach 
50 soon, the pastor said. 

Though there is stil1 work to 
be don e, members met in the 
auditorium of their new facili
ty on April 15 and had a record 
attendance of 97 people. They 
celebrated that Sunday by bap
tizing seven new members. 

"God really blessed us in or
der to have the opening service 
in the sanctuary," H oll a nd 
said. 

Looking to the future 
Though the church now has 

a new location and name, th e 
congregation will not forget its 
past or heritage as First Bap
tist Church, Henning, the two 
men agreed. ((We're not 
ashamed of our heritage and 
we will honor that," Holland 
said. 

They know, however , that 
God h as more in store for the 
church. 

"We've put on a n ew fa ce. 
God has opened new directions 
to minis try and new methods," 
Holland observed. 

H e n oted the church's pri
mary focus will be on "winning 
the lost." At the same time, 
how ever, the church also 
wants to reach people through 
ministry, Edwards said. 

Th e church eventually 
hopes to build a small home on 
its property t hat could be used 
as a retreat for couples with 
marital problems or as a tem
porary home for families 
whose house has burned, the 
pastor said. He also said they 
are considering building a ball 
field and recreational area that 
would be open to the communi
ty. 

Holland said he would like 
to see the church reach out to 
both the black and H ispanic 
communities . "This is God's 
worship center. Anyone who 
wants to worship God is wel
come here," Holland stressed. 

The two men have no doubt 
that God h ad a plan for t he 
congregation when things 
seemed· hopeless at First Bap
tist Church. "It's still a strug
gle, but we are going to get 
there," Edwards said. 

An example for others 
As director of missions, 

Jones said it "has been a joy to 
work with them and watch as 
they take step after step. 

"Their story shows there is 
hope for older , plateaued, de
clining chur ches," Jones ob
served. • 

First prayer 
coordinator 
named 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD Don 
Pier son, director of missions 
for William Carey Baptist As
sociati on , based in Fayet
teville, for the past four years, 
has been named prayer 
strateg ies s pecia list for the 

Tennessee 
Baptist Con
vention, effec
tive July 2. 
He was ap
proved for the 
position April 
19 by the TBC 
Executive 

PIERSON Board's . Con -
vention Min

istries Committee. 
Pierson will work with the 

TBC Missions Awareness/In
volvement Group. 

"This will be the first time 
we have had a specialist com
mitted to h elping Tennessee 
Baptist churches str engthen 
their prayer life," said T im 
Bearden, leade r of the MAl 
group. 

Pier son will develop com
prehensive prayer stategies as 
well as h elp equip churches, 
Bearden said. 

Pier son has been DOM in 
William Carey Association for 
four years. Forme rly Pierson 
and }:lis wife, Trish, were In
tern a tiona) Mission B oard 
missionaries in Belize for six 
years. Prior to that he star ted 
First Baptist Church, Linden, 
N.C., which he served as pas
tor for five years. • 

Dicipleship Training 
report corrected 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Involve
ment in Discipleship Training 
by Tennessee Baptists was up 
by 3.7 percent in 1999-00 from 
1998-99 rather than down 
41.2 percent as reported in 
last week's issue 

Raymond Smith of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention staff 
said the error was made be
cause of a change in measunng 
DT involvement by the Annual 
Church Profile. For the first 
time last year both Long-tenn 
DT participation and Short
term DT participat1on was 
measured. Short~term DT par
ticipation was inadvertantly 
left out of last week's report. • 
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rennessee is a mission lielll, t9o 

Let's ·llear file 1 rest ··of tile story' 
makiiig 

-~ ... , 

rchrfst 

For years I have listened to 
Paul Harvey's radio broadc·ast 
entitled, "The Rest of the Sto
ry." He hooks his listeners by 
giving them some interesting 
tidbits of information, and then 
he gives "The Rest of the Sto
ry." In discussing the Coopera
tive Program, there are those 
who use information to hook 
people into listening to what 
they are saying, but they never 
get around to the rest of the 
story. However, the rest of the 
story is the heart of the matter. 

While it is true that the Ex
ecutive Board Ministries re
ceives from the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Coopera
tive Program Budget more 
money than the North Ameri
can Mission Board and the In
ternational Mission Board 
combined, the rest of the story 
is that the Tennessee· Baptist 

Sign of failure_ 
The headline for the May 

18 Baptist and Reflector 
reads: "State population 
growth calls for new congrega
tions." This is a clear sign. of 
failure. With a Southern Bap
tist church on every corner 
(exaggeration, I know) and 
with most of them 25 percent 
full, we want to build more 
buildings to try to incorporate 
the growing population into 
Christianity. · 

If I were a member of a gro
cer's union and I owned a gro
cery store in a growing com
munity but had few customers 
from the community- the 
last thing I would want is for 
my funds to be used to build 
another grocery store on wy 
block. Rather, I would want 
the grocer's union to help me 
fix the problems that are 
keeping customers away from 
my store. 

We need to sp.end more 
time helping churches fill 
their buildings, not spending 

state missions staff do not 
have 44 other conventions and 
fellowships putting Tennessee 
state missions in their budget. 
When all the money is put to
gether, the Southern Baptist 
Convention will receive 
$167,996,385- which pro
duces a Cooperative Program 
income of $38,286,376 for 
NAMB and $83,998,192 for 
IMB. 

The rest of the story must 
include the fact that Ten
nessee is a mission field. 
Our state Evangelism and Mis
sion Strategies Group states 
there are three million people 
in Tennessee who are lost and 
unchurched. This is over half 
the population of our state! 
The Executive Board Min
istries staff is the front line 
missionaries for reaching this 
state for Christ "in Southern 
Baptist mission strategy. 

The North American Mis
sion Board is looking to Ten
nessee Baptists to reach 
Tennessee because we have 
the resources and skills. This 
is why NAMB invests only 18 
cents per lost person in Ten
nessee. 

time and money building more 
buildings only to have mem
bership there plateau, and the 
church die. Fix the problem in 
the existing struggling 
churches. If we do the same 
thing we have always done, 
we will get the same results 
- buildings we cannot fill. 

J oda L. Collins, pastor 
Kingwood Baptist Church 

East Ridge 37 412 

Recognize needs 
This is in response to an ar

ticle entitled, "Christians 
must minister to grieving peo~ 
ple, conference leader says," in 
the March 28 issue. 

Mr. (Gary) Coltharp is right 
on target when it comes to our 
mission of ministering to 
those who are experiencing 
loss/grief in their lives. I agree 
wholeheartedly. 

Why? I, too, have experi
enced the loss of,several fami
ly members in the last few 
years. I recognize the need for 
encouragement not only dur
ing the first few days, but also 
in the weeks, months, and 
even years to come. 

Many dear Christians feel 
abandoned a few days after 
the initial loss. The main rea
son is all of the change, stress, 
and uncertainty that sur
rounds death and loss. Anoth
er reason is that others' lives · 

Let me continue the story. 
From 1994 through 2001 Ten
nessee Baptist Convention Co
operative Program dollars giv
en to the Southern Baptist 
Convention have increased by 
43.6 percent, while the total · 
Cooperative Program budget 
has only increased 38 percent 
during this same period. The 
largest budget allocation in
crease in this year',5 Coopera
tive Program budget Is to the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
This increase is in excess of $1 
million. 

It is the Southern Baptist 
Convention that chooses how 
this money is divided, not the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
between the North American 

. . 
Mission Board, the Interna-
tional Mission Board, and oth
er agencies and entities of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
Our choice as Tennessee Bap
tists is to support Southern 
Baptist causes and trust the 
SBC to divide it. . 

The rest of the story is that 
Jesus told u~ we are to be wit
nesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and to the utter most 
parts of the world. By choosing 

' 

-

to support missions through 
the Cooperative Program, you 
are truly helping to fulfill this 
command. 

The challenge before Ten
nessee Baptists is not to use 
the Cooperative Program. as a 
means for making a point with 
our own personal agendas 
(whatever they may be), but it 
is to challenge Tennes_see Bap
tists to have a larger vision for 
the Kingdom. 

Today -our churches keep 92 
cents of every dollar given to be 
controlled on the local level. 
This means that only 8 cents of 
every dollar of undesignated 
gifts 'flow to the mission field. 
The $10 million Executive 
Board Ministries budget, the 
$36 m1llion Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Cooperative Pro
gram budget, or the $168 mil
lion Southern Baptist Coop era
tive Program budgets are not 
the story. 

The real story is the 
$428,821,060 given by Ten
nessee Baptists and really how 
much is used to reach Judea, -Samaria, and · the uttermost . 
parts. 

Let's quit talking just about 

go on pretty much as usual, body, can falLprey to Satan's 
but those lives affected by the ploys to divert us from our 
loss are changed forever. God-appointed task - our 

In 1997 God called three pre-ordained ministry, and, as 
women to begin a "HUGS" a result, we settle for lesser 
(How Us Qals Survive) Min- glory. 
istry at First Baptist Church, Christians must be chal-
Bolivar. At the time, it was a lenged to find God's will for · 
ministry just for women and their life, and be obedient to 
just for grief/loss situations. that will. 

In the past four years it has God has taught me through 
become an encouragement the years that if this were an 
ministry. It has expanded to accomplished fact, there 
send cards, letters, mugs, and would be no area, no person 
"care packages" to those who unreached with the Gospel of 
are hurting because of Christ, and their other needs 
loss/grief/illness, etc. Occa- would be met. 
sional phone calls and special The faet that many are not 
prayers are offered to those in reached is a result of my not 
need. _ only being disobedient to 

We minister to both m~n God's call, it can happen -when 
and women and we have had I become satisfied with part ·of 
Bible studies and support the vision he has given to me. 
meetings. It is possible for me to be sue-

What an awesome blessing cessful, to the point of being 
God ·has bestowed on not only content, with only tunnel vi
those who have benefited from sion. I also have peripheral vi
the m:in.istry, but also to those sion. There are many on the 
of .us who coordinate it as · fringe who may never count in 
well. I pray that all churches the earthly body of believers, 
will recognize the needs all . and, too often, because they 
around them, especially those are not sought; but they do 
who are grieving for whatever count in the Kingdom body. 
reason. . If we truly want to walk 

Mary L. DeFoor with Jesus, we must walk into 
Bolivar 38008 the areas of deepest need -

Find God's will 
The body of organized be

lievers, as well as ea~h indi
vidual who makes up tqat 

most important, spiritual, but 
also mental, emotional, finan
cial, physical, etc. He awaits 
there on the fringe. 

Virginia L. Valentine 
Smyrna 37167 

part of the story, and let us fo
cus on the whole story. The 
story is that God, over the last 
76 years, has blessed Southern 
Baptists and Tennessee Bap
tists through the Cooperative 
Program mission effort. While 
everything may not be perfect 
with this method of unified 
mission· support, it has served 
us well in the 20th century, 
and I believe it is still the 
most preferred way to do 
Kingdom work in the 21st cen-.. 
tury. -

I do not think any coopera
tive-missions-believing Baptist 
would want to return to the old 
"societal method" of doing mis
sions. Let us all be careful not 
to take apart something that 
has worked well for 76 years 
and is still being used by God 
to bless the world. • - Rick
man is ministry coordinator for 
the Tennessee Baptist C0nven
tion. 



~Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Though not as popular as a few 
,ars ago, there are still ple nty of 

e 
- we do it to ourselves. 

From now until November of 2002 , 
Tennessee Baptists, along with every 

• IS 
pointed a special committee to study the 
role of the presidency. Whether we thmk 
this is needed or not should be irrele
vant. Such a study has the potential to 
polarize Tennessee Baptists. 

s 

WJD? (What Would Jesu s Do?) 
·acelets around. The more appropriate 
·acelet would read WJD! (What Jes~s 
id!). 
I re-read Matthew 4:1-10 las t week 

hich details the temptation of J esu s 
Satan in the wilderness. 
Every time Satan tried to t empt or 

. stract Jesus, Jesus responded appro
·ately. 

other Christian and even some non
Christians, are going to be up to our 
necks in a fight against evil - gam
bling. 

Gambling destroys lives. Gambling 
destroys families. Gambling makes 
promises it cannot keep. 

We can disguise it under the name 
"lottery," but it is still gambling. And 
once the lottery prohibition is removed 
from the Tennessee state constitution, 
other forms of gambling can eventually 
follow, no matter what anyone says now. 

My hope is this committee will 
prayerfully and diligently consider any 
decision it makes before making a report 
to the convention. Now is not the time to 
consider major changes that would hin
der all Tennessee Baptists from working 
to fight the lottery . 

tasks of missions and evangelism, in 
the upcoming year and a half Kingdom 
work will suffer. Let's put a moratorium 
on such things, at least until the day af
ter the election in November of 2002. 

Finally, according to the King James 
ersion, Jesus said, "Get thee hence 
~tan: for it is written, Thou shalt wor
tip the Lord thy God, and him only 
1alt thou serve." The New Interna
onal Version phrases it like this: 

As Tennessee Baptists we must not 
get distracted in our efforts to k eep our 
state as one of only three in the nation 
that does not allow any form of legal
ized gambling. Our state gets a bad rap 
on many fronts. But our resistance to 
efforts to legalize gambling s hould 
make u s proud and even more deter
mined not to let it happen. 

I a lso appeal to all Baptists in our 
state (Concerned, Mainstream, conserv
ative, moderate, choose your own label). 
At this point in our history, we need to 
lay aside the labels and band together 
to keep Tennessee lottery-free. I know 
that Concerned Tennessee Baptists re
cently mailed out a letter and undoubt
edly there are some Tennessee Baptists 
already planning a counter letter or re
sponse. 

Who knows, if we can go approxi
mately 18 months working together on 
a common goal, fighting a common ene
my (Satan), we might find we are more 
alike than we are different. We might 
even discover we like and respect each 
other. Wouldn't that upset Satan 
tremendously? 

My goal as editor of the Baptist and 
Reflector is to keep our focus on the lot
tery in ·addition to telling the story of 
Tennessee Baptists. Pray that the B&R 
staff will not get distracted. 

way from me, Satan! For it is writ
n: Worship the Lord your God, and 
rve him only."· 
Jesus retUSef! -tQ. be tempted or dis-

1acted from his nilssion. 
I imagine Satan can't help but 

~uckle when he looks at Tennessee 
ptists. He doesn't have to distract us 

However, potential distract ions loom 
ahead. 

TBC President Hollie Miller has ap-

Parts of the letter warrant a re
sponse. But if we get into a battle of let
ter writing and name-calling, 'we will 
lose our focus on what needs to be a ma
jor issue, in addition to our ongoing 

Let's follow the example of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ and avoid dis
tractions that will keep us from fight
ing the evil of gambling. B&R 

s Satan tremble when we wake up in the mornings? 

few weeks ago Joyce and I 
ended a conference with 

friends from church . .A£tu
the women wanted to go to 
conference while "us guys" 

along for the ride and a 
dinner before the event. 

Regardless of the reason, 
wever, I was in a hot building 

for a couple of hours. And while I have t ried to honestly an
I adroit I probably y.ras not as · swer that question in my life 
attentive as I should be, at least since then. And qui_te frankly, I 
one thiilg caught my attention. am not totally happy with the 

The conference speaker made response. 
the statement that she wanted I haven ' t been bad and I 
to be so on fire for God that know I have done some positive 
when her feet hit the floor every things to honor God, but I know 
morning, she wanted Hell to there have been far too many 
tremble. Wow! d ays (one day is too many) 

Her statement has made me when I have not made Satan 
think often since then: Does Sa- tremble. 
tan tremble when I wake up in Following that confer ence, 
t he morning or is he grateful , our church had a Life Action re
God has allowed me to live one vival. The revival speaker spoke 
more day because he knows I on things that again made me 
am one less person he has to and others in our church do 
worry about? some serious soul searching. 

I believe it boils down to one 
factor - holiness, or rather, a 
lack of holiness. 

On page 1 of this issue is a 
story on what holiness is and 
how some churches and individ
uals are trying to steer God's 
people back to an understand
ing of holiness and what it 
means to be holy. 

Tim St. Clair, the revival 
speaker at my church (who bas 
s poken at several other Ten
nessee Baptist churches), noted 
that holiness h as several 
meanings in Scripture. Among 
them are to b e pure or free 
from s1n and to be devoted 

purely to the Lord. 
Too often in our helter-skel

ter lifestyle, we get away from 
holiness. It's not intentional, 
but we a llow ourselves to be
come distracted or get "too 
busy" to spend time alone with 
God and to devote ourselves to 
him and his will for our life. 

Ask yourself the question I 
asked myself. You too may not 
like your answer, but turn it 
over to God. 

Before we can change, we 
have to recognize there is rea
son to do so. May Satan tremble 
when a ll Tennessee Bapti s ts 
awaken in the mornings! B&R 

risis intervention is needed by families too, counselor sugge t 

Crisis intervention usually 
ddresses natural disasters, 
rime scenes or life loss, fires or 
uch things. I am not using the 
erm in this way for the family 
n this article. I am using the 
erm to apply to emotional situs
ions that are escalating out of 
ontrol. 

I want to suggest a seven step 
ormula to deal with these situa
iou. 

God invites his children to "be 
till and know." The first step 
•ne should take in the family 
9ben he or she realizes that the 
tituation is getting out of control 
s to stop everything and focus 
•n him who has the answer. 

This step is not a magic for
nula but sets ~e stage for the 

remaining steps. Next, the fami
ly should set the ground rules. 
If there have been problem be
haviors, they should be set off 
limits. If there has been name 
calling, it must be stopped. 

The third step is to set the 
roles. At this point make a con
scious decision who will do 
what. One might say to the oth
er, I will listen to what ever is 
bothering you for the next five 
minutes, 10 minutes, or whatev
er time is practical at the time. 
That person might then request 
that the other person listen to 
them for that same period of 
time. An attempt should be 
made to co-opt the other family 
member/s into an intentional 
r ole of working together for a 
positive solution. 

The fourth step is sometimes 
called scaffolding. When any 
member of the family involved in 
the conflict or crisis acts even 
slightly nicer or better, praise 
should follow to encourage the 
behavior that you want to be re
peated ... I appreciate the way 
that you lowered your voice and 

the fact that you listened to me." 
The writer of Proverbs reminds 
us that "a soft answer turns 
away wrath." 

The fifth step is to stop acting 
out behaviors. These are desper
ate behaviors that are usually 
produced in a t ime of panic 
when one feels threatened. 
These can range from temper 
tantrums to the threat of sui
cide. The rule in these crisis 
times should be, stop acting out 
and start talking out. 

My sixth step is what John 

Gottman, A Couple's Guide to 
Communication, calls the ABCD 
analysis. The A is antecedents. 
What led up to the crisis or pro
duced it? Can you identify the 
stresses involved? The B is be
h avior s. What behaviors con
tributed to the stress? How did 
you act as you tried to cope with 
the problem? Did the behavior 
h elp or harm? The C is conse
quences. What were the conse
quences of the actions or behav
iors? The D is do differently. If 
you did not like what you got, 

what could you do differently to 
get something better? 

The final step is settle the 
struggle. This will most likely 
be done through some type of 
temporary agreement. It is dif
ficult in crisis situations to 
come up with permanent or 
binding agre~ments. The bes t. 
we can probably hope for is a 
truce. • - Barkley is professor, 
Bapti st Memorial College of 
Health Sciences, Memphis, and 
a family therapist in private prac
tice. 

Chu ch of the Co ered Dish By Thom Tapp, pastor, Oral Baptist Church, Lenoir CiJy 
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Missionaries shot 
down in Peru cited 
for commitment 
Baptist Press 

RICHMOND - The death of 
a missionary and h er seven
month -old daughter aboard a 
single-engine aircraft shot dowp 
over the Amazon "reminds us of 
how vulnerable missio~arie s 
are and how deep is their com
mitment to the Lord," said Jer
r y Ra nkin , presid ent of t he 
Southern Bapt is t International 
Mission Board. 

Roni Bowers, 35, a mission
ary with the Harrisburg, Pa.
based Association of Baptists 
for World Ev a ngelization 
(ABWE ), a nd h er ~aughter, 
Charity, were killed April 20 

BOWUNG UNITED INDUSTRIES 

Economy Passion Play 
Package for groups, with 

tickets, loding, and meals, all for 
just $36 at Keller's Country Dorm 

Resort, Eureka Springs, Ark. 
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Pews, pulpits, baptistries, 
steeples, stained glass, carpet 
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New Lower Rates For 
Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11 .03 $15.49 
35 $1 1 .16 $15.75 
45 $20.87 $35.18 
55 $43.71 $80.85 

Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN) 
Toll Free 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.) 
Level death benefit term that does not in
crease for the first 15 years. Written by an 
A-plus Life insurance company. Preferred 
male rates illustrated above. Please call 
for other ages and female rates. 

CHURCH FURNITURE 

Toll Free 
(800) 365-2568 
(615) 337-2788 
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Finest Construction 
Lowest Prices 
Free Estimates 
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WINDOWS 

"Refi nishing & 
CUshioning Your 

Present Pews" 

CISCO 
P.O. Box 369 

Bums, TN 37029 

wh en t h e pon toon -equipped 
Cessna in which they were pas
sengers was mistakenly ident i
fied as carrying drug-runners 
and shot down by a Peruvian 
military jet. 

The missionary pilot , Kevin 
Donald son, managed to la nd 

· the bullet -riddled plane in the 
Amazon River . He suffered in
juries to both legs, according to 
a report on the ABWE Web site. 

_Bowers' husband, Jim, and 
their 6-year-old son, Cory, were 
not hit by ·gunfire. • 

New association 
forms in Atlanta 
Baptist Press 

ATLAN:r'A - Atlanta Bap
tis ts moved one step closer to 
forming the state convention's 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

www. fiberglasschurchprod.com 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 
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www.pews.net 

e-mail: wilway@peop.tdsnet.com 

PEW UPHOLSTERING & REFINISIHNG 
REVERSmLE PEW CUSifiONS 

NEW PEWS • CARPETING 
· COl\iPLETE RENOVA TIO~S 
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\,;~Interiors Inc. 
17.e N¢iot~'s Lending C/ourclt RennvtUiull SpcriU.lst:s. 

821 E. Broadway Blvd., Jefferson City, TN 

newest association (Metro At
lanta Southern Baptist Associa
tion) in nearly a decade when 
they elected pastor Bill J aggar 
as interim moderator on April 
17. 

The new group is being formed 
in response to the Atlanta Bap
t ist Association's failure to dis
miss two member churches for 
s~ces affirming the homosexual 
lifestyle. In November 1999' the 
two churches were· dismissed 
from the Georgia Baptist Conven
tion, the first such action in its 
177-year history. 

Jaggar, pastor of the 1,000-
member North Peachtree Bap-

tist Church in Doraville, was 
chosen to lead the fledgling as
sociation. A slate of officers also 
was elected to work with Jaggar 
in the coming months. 

During the meeting in w}rich 
J aggar was elected, a group of 
about 50 individuals hammered 
out a lOth draft of the associa
tion-in-waiting's first set of by
laws . The first sentence in the 
document firmly establishes the 
group's Articles of Faith as being 
the Baptist Faith and Message 
"as currently adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention." 

A letter of intent was distrib
uted to persons at the ex-

Are your seniors tired of crawling over the 
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www.carpenterbus.com 
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ploratory meeting, with several 
signing the document as elected 
representatives of their congre
gat ions. A new association must 
have a minimum of 15 churches 
to be r ecognized by the state 
convention. 

Application must be made to 
the GBC by May 10 to comply 
with the GBC constitution that 
requires tha t application for 
recognition be filed with the con
vention six months prior to the 
annual November meeting. • 

CLASSIFIED 

MINISTRIES - OTHER 
First Bapitst Church of Memphis 
is in need of loving, Christian 
nursery workers/teachers in ei
ther our Parents' Day Out Pro
gram on Tuesdays and Thurs
days, or for our church nursery on 
Sunday and Wednesday 
evenings. References requfred, 
and must have at l~ast a high 
school diploma or· GED. Please 
contact Carol Richardson at (901) 
454-1131. 

••••••••• • • • 
Houseparents: Immediate r:~eed 
for full-time relief houseparents at 
the Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Home in Chattanooga and Cleve
land. Married couples only. Call 
Bob Segrest or Lynn Jordan at · 
(423) 892-2722. 

••••••••• • • • 
Smyrna Baptist Church, Chapel 
Hill , Tenn., is seeking a bivoca
tional worship leader. Please 
send resume to Smyrna Baptist 
Church , P .0. Box 456 , Chapel 

· Hill, )N 37034. 

MINISTRIES- PASTOR 
f?riarwood 1 Baptist in Watkinsville, 
GA, seeks a senior pastor. Grow· 
ing suburban congregatiom be· 
tween Athens and Atlanta. Sene 
resume to Search Committee 
·1 090 Elder Road , B·ishop, GJ 
30621 . 

••••••••• • • • 
Pine Grove Baptist Churc~ 
Chesterfield is seeking a full-timl 
pastor with a heart for God an' 
the vision and leadership skills t, 
help us reach a new level of mir. 
istry. We are a friendly, compa~ 
sionate, and doctrinally conserve 
tive SBC church with a heart fc 
111issions and a love for peoplE 
Bachelor's degree required; sem 
nary degree preferred. Pleas 
forward resumes to Past 
Search Committee, Pine Grov 
Baptist Church, At. 1 Box 411 
Chesterfield, SC 29709. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
For Sale: Rogers electronic pir 
organ; electronic Kurzweil pian 
choir robes, 75 @$1 0 each. C. 
New Hope Baptist Church, (61 
883-6709 for more information. 

MINISTRIES - YOUTH 
Oak Forest Baptist Church, 
moderate SBC church near Ak 
mond, Va, is seeking a full-tir 
minister of youth. Seminary c 
gree desired . Send replies 
Search Committee, c/o Phyl 
Maynor, 2934 Quisenberry [ 
Midlothian, VA 23112; or c 
(804) 276-6547; or e-m 
pmaynor@ hfwca.com. 



Giving is a privi
lege. Although we 
often approach it 
reluctantly, in our 
finer moments we 
recognize that our 

.ord was right: It is more blessed to give than to re
give (Acts 20:35, emphasis mine). 

In one of his books, California pastor Rick Warren 
sts seven benefits of giving. I'm not sure h e has 
lentified all of them, but his list is certainly worth 
tentioning: 

Giving makes me more like God. 
Giving draws me closer to God. 
Giving breaks the grip of materialism. 
Giving strengthens my faith. 
Giving is an investment for eternity. 
Giving blesses me in return. 

, 

Giving makes me happy. 
We know that it is the nature of God to give .... "For 
d so loved the world that he gave ... " (John 3:16). If 

e desire to be genuine followers of Ghrist, we must 
~llow his example and be givers. 

But it's hard_ t~~be a giver. "The grip of material
m," as Warren put it, is strong. In fact, it's a double 
rip- it holds on to us and we hold onto it. The dan
r of materialism is that it often clouds our vision. 
e parable of the rich young ruler is a profound 

mmentary on human nature. Even when we know 
e way we ought to go, we often turn aw~y because 
e consider the cost to high. 
What we need is to have our faith strengthened. 

ur ultimate security is in Christ, not in material 
ossessions. Somehow we need to trust Christ more. 
·enerous, even sacrificial, giving enables us to do · 
is. As our pattern of giving stretches; so does our 
ith. The more we give, the more we learn that God 
~ally does provide for all of our needs. 
"For where your treasure is, there will your heart 

~ also" (Matthew 6:21). Jesus hit the nail on the 
~ad when he spoke these words. We give ourselves 
.fSt freely to things we value most highly. When we 
vest in the work of Christ through the church, we 

'">-

lVe!;;;t in eternity. Could anything be more valuable 
this? 

uuuly, giving blesses us in return and, therefore, 
us happy. Most of us want to believe that we 

involved in something bigger than ..our own lives. 
hen we give generously to the work of Christ 
rough the church, we experience the satisfaction of 

nn•m.., ..... that we have done something that will out
us. 

The call of Christian stewardship, of course, in
udes far more than just giving. As followers of 
hrist, we recognize the demand of our Lord on all of 
fe. Everything we do, indeed, all that we are, ought 
> be done in light of our commitment to Christ. •
,hildress is pastor of Signal Mountain Baptist Church, 
ignal Mountain. 

Start With a 
Smile: Wife: "I 
have good new s 
and bad n ews. 
The bad news is 
you have the 
measel s." Hu s 
band: "What's the 

Ood news?" Wife: 'Tve already had them." 
'ake this Truth: Self interest and self preservation 
re both built into our personality. Few of us are like 
he school girl who "hated to rise above the boy" in 
he spelling bee because "she loved him. n y et, this is 
he essence of the Christian faith. 

lemorlze this Scripture: "Look out for one another's 
nterests, not just for your own." - Philippians 2:4, 
'EV 

tray this Prayer: "Lord, help me make an honest ef
ort to love my neighbor as much as I love myself." • 

Talking with God 
By Bill Irvin 

Focal Passage: Luke 11:1-13 
A pastor friend recentJy preached 

the funeral of a retired pastor. The 
service honored the Lord and cele
brated the life of a faithful preach
er. Then the pastor recalled how he 
had practiced praying the "Lord's 
Prayer." At that time my friend 
asked that we bow and pray that 
prayer. It was a special time. Per
haps we should all pray this model 
prayer, from our hearts, more often. 

The purpose of prayer (vv. 1-
4). It seems the 

lost to be saved (see Romans 10 ll. 
No, God's perfect wtll on earth 

will not be done until Jesus comes. 
But this is a prayer for believers to 
pray now. Jesus said to his disci
ples, uWhen you pray, say" (v. 2). 
Only believers can address God as 
father. And we should be praying 
for his will to be carried out daily in 
our lives and in his world. His will 
is to save lost people (see I Timothy 
2: 1-6). The King desires to rule in 
peoples lives now. 

The secondary focus of praye r 
should be our needs. God knows our 

needs and wants 
disciples never 
asked J esus to 
teach them to 
preach or teach. 
However, they 

Family Bible • to provide for us. 
Many times we 
are poor s tew
ards of his bless
ings and suffer 
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did ask him to teach th,em to pray. 
In the model prayer we can learn 
the purpose of prayer from the Mas
ter. 

The primary fo cu s of prayer 
should be heavenward. God's name 
should be hallowed or glorified. The 
glory for all things should be given 
to God. This is a prayer for believ
ers to offer up .~o God today. Yes, his 
name one day will be honored, his 
kingdom will come, and his will be 
done on earth just as it is in heaven. 
What a day, glorious day, that will 
be! However, we are to praise him 
and give him the honor due his 
name now. We are to pray for his 
will to be done here on earth in our 
lives today. We are to pray for the 

Threat 
By David Green 

Focal Passages: 
I SamuellB:l-20:42 

Relationships with other Chris
tians are necessary for enduring the 
difficulties of daily living. All people 
have good days and bad days. Trust

the consequences. However, h e is 
merciful and even uses those conse
quences to call us back to him. Ma
terial lack can result in spiritual 
harvest when we respond to God's 
correction. And notice.Jesus said we 
are to pray, "Give us day by day our 
daily bread" (v. 3). Remember the 
manna for the children of Israel? 
When it was hoarded it spoiled. 

God's people have another impor
tant need - forgiveness. This does 
not speak of justification as when 
one received salvation. Rather it re
lates to sanctification, the work of 
God in conforming us to the image 
of Christ. "Forgive u s our sins" (v. 4) 
definitely speaks of believers. 

Sin~e we have already be~n for-

the recent victories of David over 
Goliath and the Philistine army 
caused David to receive the favor of 
the people. Saul burned with jeal
ousy and anger. The songs of praise 
seemed evil to ·saul. The praise of 
the people kindled the flame of 
Saul's d eadly suspicion against 

ing Christ as 
Savior does not 
make one im
mune to bad cir
cumstances. 
However, Chris

Explore ibe Bible 
David. He per
ceived David as 
a threat to his 
kingdom . How
ever, t he only 
threat to Saul 
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tians are blessed in the midst of bad 
days by the presence of the Holy 
Spirit and the support of good 
friends. 

After David killed Goliath, Saul 
quickly insisted that David move 
into his household. This was not a 
gesture of generosity. Saul was 
threatened by the apparent physical 
and spiritual strength of David. 
Saul wanted to keep an eye on this 
young hero. 

While in the king's household, 
David developed a covenant rela
tionship with Jonathan and the peo
ple of Israel. Jonathan, legal heir to 
Saul's throne, immediately recog
nized the hand of God in David's 
life. In an act of s ubmission, 
Jonathan relinquished his robe of 
succession to David and honored 
him as God's anointed (I Samuel 
18:4). The people also sang songs of 
David's victory. 

Deadly suspicion (ch. u f, vv. 
8-9). David and Saul were both very 
capable military leaders. However, 

was the rejection of God that oc
curred as a result of Saul's disobedi
ence. The kingdom already belonged 
to David (I Samuel16:1-13). 

Timely helpers (ch. 19, vv. 11-
12, 18). David needed friends now 
more than ever. Saul's jealousy and 
paranoid suspicion drove him into a 
murderous rage against David. He 
had already escaped the spear of 
Saul on three occas ion s. Saul 
planned to surprise and kill David 
at his home. Michal, David's wife 
and Saul's daughter, helped David 
escape through a window. Michal 
betrayed her father to protect 
David. Next, David fled to see 
Samuel. David stayed with Samuel 
at Naioth, a community associated 
with Samuel's hometown . David 
was able to share the current events 
of his life and receive wise counsel 
from Samuel. 

Loyal supporter (ch. 20, vv. 
1.2-13; 31-33; 42). David returned to 
Jonathan to discover why Saul 
sought to take his life. Jonathan 

given by our Father in heaven it is 
simply consistent with our experi
ence of grace and standing wtth h1m 
to forgive "everyone who is indebted 
to us" (v. 4 ). Our forgiving others 1s 
not a cause of our forgiveness, it is u 
condition for effective prayer. 

We have another need. Guidance 
to avoid temptation and deliverance 
"from the evil one" (v. 4). God would 
never lead us into anything detn
mental. However, we live with our 

~ fl esh which mus t be den ied, the 
world which must be overcome, and 
the evil one who must be defeated. 
We can trust God as we pray to di
r ect our s teps and defeat the evi l 
one. 

A prerequisite of prayer (vv. 
5-13). The story about going to a 
friend at midnight to request provi
sions for a guest illustrates the 
principle of persistence in prayer. 
Jesus spells it out clearly in the fol
lowing verses, "keep asking, _seek
ing, and knocking" (vv. 9-13). Some
one has said, "Prayer is not over
coming God's reluctance, it is laying 
claim to his willingness." Let's keep 
laying claim. He is willing! - Irvin 
is pastor, Lucy Baptist Church, 
Millington. 

seemed to be unaware of his father's 
intentions but vowed to sound out 
his father and report back to David 
(v. 12). · 

Jonathan and Michal's loyalty to 
David and obedience to the Lord 
could have cost them their lives. 
Jonathan pledged his own life for 
the protection of David. He even 
prayed for the Lord's blessings to 
rest on him in the same way as the 
Lord blessed his father (v. 13) . 
J onathan knew that a vow of loyalty 
to David was to betray his own fa
ther. 

J onathan asked about SauJ's in
tentions for David. Saul tried to ap
peal to the pride and ambition of 
Jonathan . Jonathan was not inter
ested in a place of prominence in the 
world. He defended David. Saul be
came angry with his son and tned 
to kil1 him. This encounter con
firmed David's suspicions. 

Jonathan returned to DavJd to 
warn him and remind him of the1r 
covenant relationship. Saul's threat 
was great. However, the protection 
of the Lord and Jonathan helped 
David endure this great crisis. 

In times of tribulation seek 
Christian council and direction from 
the Holy Spiri t. God will always 
have a people who can comfort and 
protect one another as we demon
str ate his love to the world. The 
church must stand together in unity 
as we promote the Gospel. Avoid 
jealousy. promote peace and bring 
glory to the Lord. - Green ~ pastor. 
First Bapt•st Cl"lurch Greene 1ille. 



• Barry Brickey was or
dained recently to the min
istry. He has been called as 
youth minister, Cedar Grove 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
Kingsport. 

• Andy Sta11ings of Birm-
ingham, Ala., has been called 

as minister of 
educ ation , 
Westwood Bap- . 
tist Church, 
C l eve land . 
Stallings is a 
g r a duate of 
Samford Uni-

STALLINGS· versity, Birm-
ingham; and 

New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

• Morris Hill Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, called 
Richard .Womack as director 
of youth activities, effective 
Aprill8. 

• Dan Lay, minister of 
student, First Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, has been called to 
serve on the staff of a church 
in Shreveport, La. 

• Nashville Baptist Associ
ation, based in Nashville, has 
named Andrew Hong,_ pastor, 
Zion Baptist Church, a mission 
congregation of First Baptist 
Church, Old Hickory, as lan
guage missions director, effec
tive May 1. He formerly was 
pastor , Nashville Korean Bap
tist Church, Nashville. 

• Kevin Quinn, director of 
development, Tennessee Bap
tist Adult Homes, Brentwood, 
has · been 
named coordi
nator of devel
opment ser
vices, Missouri 
Baptist Con
vention, based 
in Jefferson 
City. Quinn, a QUINN 
native of Mis-

, souri, has served TBAH for 
two and a half years. He also 
has been pastor, Union Acade
my Baptist Church, McKenzie. 

• Shelby Baptist Associa-
tion, based in Memphis, has 

~ 

named 
David 
Rouse, 
manag
er, Cor
dova Re
treat and 
Confer-
e n c e 

...__._,_--l C e n t e r , 

ROUSES Cordova, 
and Su-

san Rouse, secretary of the 
center. David Rouse was man
ager, Camp Smoky, Gatlin
burg, of Sevier County Baptist 

Association , based in Se
vierville. 

• One Heart Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, _has called 
K wang Soo Ti as pastor, ef
fective April15. 

• Cross Creek Baptist 
Church, Indian Mound, has 
called Roy Johnson of St. 
George, S.C., as pastor, effec
tive April 1. 

• Mt. Gilead Baptist 
Church, Bethel Springs, or
dained David Tull to the min
istry March 25. He h as been 
called as minister of music and 
education for a church in Plant 
City, Fla. r 

• Joe Rape of Forest Hill 
Baptist Church, Germantown, 
was honored April 15 for serv
ing the church as deacon for 50 
year s. He was named the 
church's first deacon emeritus. 

• Oak Grove Baptis t 
Church, Madisonville, has 
called Mitch Isbill as pastor. 

• South Madisonville Bap
tist Church, Madisonville, has 
ordained Rick Harris to the 
ministry and called him as 
pastor. H e is serving his first 
church as pastor. 

• Bob Mowrey, retired 
pastor, Park Avenue Baptist 
Church, Nashville, has been 
called as interim pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Scottsboro, 
Nashville. 

• Bill Harvey, administra
tor, Red Bank Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga , recently ob
served his l Oth anniversary of 
service to the church. 

• Emma Lee Stewart, 81, 
wife of the late Jonas L. Stew
art, former executive director 
of the Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation, died March 10 in Jack
son. She was a member of 
West Jackson Baptist Church, 
Jackson , a nd was active 
through the years in Ten
nessee Woman's Missionary 
Union. She is survived by two 
sons, Larry and Billy. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Tellico Village, is holding 
Magnificent· May Day May 6 
during its 10 a.m. worship ser
vice. Bill Williams, a local TV 
news anchor, will speak. A lun" 
cheon will follow . 

• Pleasant Plains Bap
tist Church, Jackson, will 
hold revival May 6-9. Phil Glis
son, evangelist based in Mem
phis, will speak. For more in- -
formation , contact Charles 

MARK PUCI(ETT~ second from left, pastor, South Gate Baptist 
Church, Antioch, presents a check for $25,000. to Samuel Sims, 
pastor, True Faith Baptist Church, Antioch. Harvey Millican, left, 
of True Faith Church, and Don Stevenson of South Gate Church, 
participate in the presentation. The grant, from the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, will help True Faith, a mission congregation 
of South Gate, buy land for a facility. The mission congregation 
currently meets in the South Gate building. 

Seligman III, pastor, at (901) 
668-0329. 

· • Harold Hunter and Gary 
Miller led the· recent revival of 
Allen Baptist Church, 
Brownsville. As a r esult of 
the meetings, 13 people made 
professions of faith. 

• Malesus Baptist 
Church, Jackson, honored 
its pastor, Randy Rinehart, 
and his wife Pam April 22 on 
their fifth anniversary of ser
vice to the church. 

• Third Baptist Church, 
Nashville, will hold its 125th 
anniversar y celebration May 
20. Former pastor Clyde 
Cutrer will speak at the 10:45 · 
a.m. service. A luncheon will 
be held also. For more informa
tion, call (615) 876-3646. 

• Hampton's Crossroads 
Baptist Church, Cookeville, 
will celebrate its 104th an
niversary May 6 during the 
morning worship ser vice. A 
luncheon also will be held. 

• Johnson Baptist 

Valentine of Oakland, Ky., will 
speak. 

• Midway Baptist 
Church, Cookeville, will cel
ebrate its 25th anniversary 
May 6. 

• Brook Hollow Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will host 
the 2001 Tennessee Coopera
tive Baptist Fellowship Gen
eral Assembly May 4-5. 
Speakers include Zeljko Mraz, 
general secretary, Baptist 
Union of Croatia, and Branko 
Lovrec, vice president, Bap-

tist World Alliance. 

• The Talley Trio, South
ern Gospel recording artists, 
will sing May 6 at 6 p.m. at 
First Baptist Church, Mor
ristown. 

• The Tennessee Baptist 
Nursing Fellowship is offer
ing continued education at its 
annual meeting June 2. It will 
be held at the _Baptist Center, 
Brentwood from 9:30 a.m. -
3:30 p .m. Allen Cr~ig, deputY: 
state epidemiologist will speak 
on Emerging Infections in Ten
nessee and Linda Reeves Ham· 
mock, specialist in tuberculosis 
research will present An Up
date on Tuberculosis. Chuclt 
Cheatham, physician/mission
ary, also will speak. For more 
information, call (615) 371-
2038, 1-800-558-2090, ext. 
2038. 

Church, Monterey, will hold 
revival May 10-12. Danny 
Lane, Mike Kerr, and Freddie 
Savage will speak. 

• Trinity Baptist 
Church, Cookeville, will 
hold 'r evival May 14-18. Don 

THE PEASALL SISTERS~ Leah, Sarah, and Hannah, joined 
Gary Chapman in presenting a Dove Award on April 26, The si~ 
ters, members of First Baptist Church, White House, recorded 
song featured in the movie, "0 Brother, Where Art Thou?" 

ROBERTA NEILL, 91, the oldest member of Turkey Creek Baptist Church, Savannah, receives II 
plaque for the church from the Tennessee Baptist Historical Society during the 150th anniversary eel~ 
bration of the church April 1. Others participating in the recognition were, from left, Jeff Young, ministlf 
of music/youth; Bobby McCord, pastor; Ron Davidson, director of missions, Shiloh Baptist Associatim; 
James Reynolds, deacon; and Charles Rice, deacon. 


