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Layman’s burden for neighbor inspires

new Disaster Relief

By Marcia Knox
For Baptist and Reflector

SODDY DAISY — One
church member’s burden for
his neighbor has inspired a
Soddy Daisy church to take on
the role of helping others in a
new Disaster Relief program,
called “Our Brother’s Burden”
and based on Galatians 6:2,
according to a Tennessee Bap-
tist pastor.

James Bradley, a member of

* Union Fork Baptist Church

here, initiated a Disaster Re-
lief program in his church by
convincing his pastor, Clay
Moreland of the value of his
idea on how to help people who
have been victims of fires, tor-
nadoes, and other disasters by
supplying the essentials to set
up housekeeping.

“James came to me with a
burden that God had laid on
his heart to begin a ministry

members they had not seen in
that period. And they were
able to see their country in an
improved condition. When
they left, the country had been
devastated by the Vietnam
War and the Communist take-
over.

But what really amazed
Lim is that he found Baptists

N

d“ Cambodian Baptist Mission, Chat-
. & member of Brainerd Baplist

b the congregation's Sunday School

to provide things to disaster
victims that were not hem;,
supplied by the local age
cies,” said Moreland. "J.’jlﬂ[‘r’-ﬁ
had a list of new things that
were needed to help a fire vic-
tim set up housekeeping.”

From there the ministry
grew and during the last five
months at least 100 people
in the church have become
involved, and six families af-
fected by disasters have been
served. Three of the families
were victims of last year’s
Christmas tornado in Tusca-
loosa, Ala., and the others
were house fire victims in
the tri-state Chattanoogs
area.

In the Tuscaloosa disaster
response, Bradley was instru-
mental in distributing the
boxes when he did an assess-
ment trip and helped Union
Fork Church distribute the
items to needy victims

in Phnom-Penh, his home town
and the capital of Cambodia.

When he was growing up in
Cambodia, most Cambodians
were Buddhists, he said. The
government wouldn’t allow
churches because, Lim said, it
didn’t “want the people to be-
come Christians.”

Cambodia in 1999

Lim not only viewed the
Baptist churches in Phnom-
Penh, but he was introduced to
them by a friend he met there
who was visiting from Califor-
nia. The man was the former
pastor of Cambodia Baptist
Mission, Chattanooga, where
Lim i1s a member. Amazingly
Lim and his former pastor did
not know they would be in
Cambodia at the same time.
The man was visiting the di-
rector of Baptist work in Cam-
bodia.

“I think God planned it,”
said Lim.

So An and Kay Lim visited
Calvary Baptist Church and
New Phnom-Penh Baptist

Church there.
Calvary Church drew "about

SORTING THROUGH items to be distributed to victims

program for churches

*
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of hires

and natural disasters are members of Union Park Baptist Church.
Soddy-Daisy, from left, Mark Harwood. associate pastor, James

Bradley, Clay Moreland, pastor; and David Myers, director

W e

sions, Hamilton County Baptist Association. — Photo by T

Bearden

through Gilgal Baptist
Church in Duncanville.

“We provide the victims
with all the stuff that they
need to set up housekeeping
again; everything from bed

15 children and 30 adults to a
room in a home. As the Ameri-
cans visited with the church
members, An Lim learned they
hoped to buy the building next
door,

The building was for sale,
empty, would hold about 80
people, and only cost about
$£3.000, he found out.

One of the church's leaders
asked Lim if he and members
of his church would pray about
the situation and possibly help
them buy the building,

“*Okay, 1 will try, try my
best,” Lim said he told them.

On his return to the United
States as he prayed, he real-
1zed he must try to help them

“The people, they were poor,
and they need 1t,” he saud

Fellow Cambodians help

Lim checked with all of the
members of the Cambodian
Baptist Mission. He already
had told many of the members
of the need as he told friends
and family about his trip. They
all agreed Lim should check
the finances of the congrega-
tion to see if they could help

;*1i|"!i' |

“The church mem

linens to skillets,’
Moreland,
bers go out and purchase the
little items, and then we put
them together in a big box

— See Layman's, page 2

native land

their fellow Baptists

The Cambodian Mission has
been without a pastor for
about three years. So it had ac-
cumulated funds which would
have been spent paying a pas-
tor.

Soon the
$3,200 to the church in
Phnom-Penh. And since then,
as the Tennesseans have
learned of other needs, they
have sent 5‘..’,77.-1 O renovalts
and furnish the building and
help victims of a flood

Helping Baptist
counirymen

Lim said, “l get to help. |
couldn”t stand it.,”
ferring to the needs of his fel
low Baptists in Cambodia

He said he and other mem
bers of the mussion can under-
stand the needs of Cambodians
because most of the adults
lived there and their children
know because they have told
them of the problems of living
In a communist country. It is
difficult even though the coun-
try's leaders are allowing Bap-

— See Cambodian, page 3

mission sant

he said. re
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Belmont provides
relief from high
parking fees

Compiled for Baptist & Reflector

NASHVILLE — Belmont
University is offering some re-
lief to students in regard to
parking fees next year on cam-
pus.

In March, school officials an-
nounced parking fees were be-
ing increased 450 percent, from
$30 to $165, to help pay for a
parking garage the university
will begin building this sum-
mer.

The announced increase
sparked protest and concern
from students.

According to Greg Pillon,
Belmont public relations officer,
steps have been taken to relieve
some of the burden for students.

Among those steps:

» A parking team has been
formed to anticipate parking
problems while the garage is
under construction and develop

creative ways to manage expect-
ed difficulties.

» December 2001 graduates

will pay half of the parking fee
amount ($82.50).

» The parking team is look-
ing into having commuter stu-
dents who ark in nearby yet-to-
be determined satellite lots and
take shuttles to campus paying
less than $165 a ear.

» Present faculty/staff park-
ing areas will be open to all

commuter students on a first
come/first served basis.

— Continued from page 1

“When all the items are collected, the box
contains everything to begin housekeeping.
The ministry keeps the disaster victims from
having to go out and spend their money for

the items.”

“It’s also a ministry to show the love of
Christ,” Moreland noted. “It’s our way of
showing people that we love them and not

just say we love them.”

Moreland has talked with Hamilton
County Baptist Association director of mis-
sions David Myers about expanding the pro-

gram to association churches.

“If we could get 100 association churches
to prepare five boxes, then Union Fork
Church would be able to provide the man-
power to pick up the boxes on tractor trailers
trucks and deliver them to the disaster area,
distribute them, and counsel with the vie-
tims,” Moreland said. “One church can make
a difference with a few people, but a lot of
churches could make a difference with many

people.”

“It’s a good idea and it’s a good ministry,”

» The university is studying
the feasibility of increasing the
capacity of the new parking
structure from 550 to 750
spaces. &

Piland dies after

bout with cancer
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Harry M.
Piland, nationally known leader
of Southern Baptist Sunday
school work, died May 24 in
Brentwood of brain cancer. He
was 72.

Piland directed the Sunday
School division of LifeWay
Christian Resources of the
Southern Baptist Convention
(then called the Sunday School
Board of the SBC) from 1978-
94.

During his
tenure at Life-
Way, enroll-
ment in South-
ern Baptist
Sunday Schools |
increased from g
7.3 million to [ A8

Plland a
member of First Baptlst
Church, Franklin, is survived
by his wife, Pat Piland, of
Brentwood; one son, David Pi-
land of Franklin; one daughter,
Vicki Piland Wilson of Dallas;
and five grandchildren. B

IMB refuses gifts
from ‘mainstream’

Baptists in Missouri
Baptist Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. —

. The International Mission

Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention is saying “no
thanks” to missions gifts being
routed around a conservative-

led state convention.
IMB President Jerry Rankin

said Myers. “During times of disaster people
often offer things that are not needed like
clothes and used items. This way church
members can purchase items on a prede-
fined list. The ministry doesn’t cost the
church an arm and a leg. Everybody in the
church can bring an item for a contribution

in their price range.”

and a biblical tract.

The program will be discussed at an up-
coming Disaster Relief Training, Myers said.
In addition to general Disaster Relief train-
ing for association churches, “we will discuss
local churches having prepared boxes to be
on standby and having the program estab-
lished in churches so that the people will be
able to mobilize the boxes. The association- .
plans to notify the churches when the boxes
are needed due to a disaster,” Myers added.

According to Myers, Union Fork Church
has served several families through contacts
by area fire departments or by someone in
the church who has known of the needs.

Union Fork Church includes in the box a
letter from the church with a packing list

says the Richmond, Va.,-based
mission board doesn’'t want
money from Mainstream Mis-
souri Baptists; an organization
opposed to conservatives who
recently solidified control of the
Missouri Baptist Convention.
After failing in repeated ef-
forts to defend the state against
a conservative takeover, Main-
stream Missouri Baptists re-
cently turned their attention to

promoting alternative giving

plans that support selected
causes inside and outside the
state while excluding others.

In a March 20 letter to Doyle
Sager, president of the Main-
stream group, Rankin said ac-
cepting money from alternate
channels undermines the Coop-
erative Program unified budget
that supports the SBC and state
convention simultaneously.

Rankin said it is inappropri-
ate for an SBC agency to accept
money while another Southern
Baptist entity — in this case
the Missouri Baptist Conven-

. tion — is excluded.

“We’re committed to each
other,” Rankin said. “As much
as we need that support, we're
not interested in benefiting to
the detriment of others.”

Rankin said the decision is
consistent with IMB policy of
refusing gifts from the Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship, a mod-
erate group that supports its
own missionaries and church
programs but in earlier days
also forwarded money to select-
ed SBC ministries. |

“If a church feels led of the
Lord to support the TMB, I
would presume they would be
obedient to the Lord’s leader-
ship and find an appropriate
channel to do that,” Rankin
said. He said no state group
other than Mainstream Mis-
souri Baptists has offered to
channel funds to the IMB.

The Mainstream group in-
cludes the IMB in one of three
giving plans it promotes in the
state. Despite Rankin’s letter,

Layman’s burden for neighbor inspires .

The church letter shares: Aﬂ'
we rejoice in helping people in i
times. Here is a packmg list for~ |

er. B

and bless you.” Included is a t&;‘;'
envelop for the people to respo nd b
church. Several families have |
thank you notes. |

but acts 30.” - a|
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YORIBANS  moming. The congregation meets at Brainerd Baptist Church, Chattanooga.
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Cambodian Mission
- -:’:'__“_‘: yraying for New
<Penh Bapt st Church,

An and Kay visited in
L A%

The Tennesseans have
learned since then the lease on
its building has expired and
the members want to buy
some land they have identi-
fied. To check on the situation,
Lim’s brother will visit with
church leaders when he visits
Phnom-Penh this summer,
said Lim. He will take with
him about $1,000 from Brain-
erd Baptist Church, where the

Cambodian
meets,

Brainerd Church responded
when it learned of the exam-
ple set by the Cambodian Mis-
sion, explained Burl Newport,
member of Brainerd who
teaches Sunday School to
members of the Cambodian
Mission.

Newport, a retired railroad
supervisor, said the response

congregation

tion helps fellow ...

*
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MEMBERS OF the Cambodian Baptist Mission, Chattanooga, pause before activities begin on a recent Sunday

by Brainerd Church is an ex-
ample of how the members of
the mission affect people. They
are “unusually sweet people,”
he said.

Newport became involved
in helping internationals
through English as a Second
Language classes offered at
Brainerd Church. The classes
are coordinated by Hamilton
Baptist Association, based in

Chattanooga
Helps Americans

Lim said the experier
helping the Baptists i1n Cambo
dia has been good for the ¢
gregation. He worned it would
not survive when the congrega
tion's first and only pastor lef}
and when it moved. The co:
gregation met at Silverdale
Baptist Church until it needed
bigger facilities provided by
Brainerd

Lim said he thought “mavbe
all these hhl't'p will get lost
again. But it gets better.”

Since they began helping
their fellow countrymen, mem-
bers who left have returned
and five adults have been bap
tized.

“We don't want to lose the
Cambodian church here in
Chattanocoga. We want to keep
it," he said. ®
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TTANOOGA — An Lim
. yearn old in 1970 when
aceful country he called
— Cambodia— began
ng dramatically. The

Vietnam War had not
i him and his family
gh, But in 1970 a civil

® was 19 years old Pol
\d his radical Khmer
pist government won
me Lim believed in
mism. But soon he
d about two kinds of
1ists, explained Lim,

those from the Soviet Union
who took over Vietnam and
those from China who took
over Cambodia. The ones from
China were the most brutal, he
said. “They kill a lot of people,”
he added.

He described the next years
as “four and a half years of
slavery,” he said.

The government policy was
to send people, especially young
men, to the country to labor as
farmers. Leaders chose single
men first, then married men
with no children, and finally
married men with children.
Many died “because they don't
know much about farming.”

Lim escaped that fate when
he married Kay in 1976.

“You were more safe, but you
were still starving,” he said.

As the Vietnamese commu-
nists took control in 1979, resi-
dents lost all of their freedom,
Lim described.

That year Lim, 23, and Kay,
21, who was pregnant, and his
mother, father, and sister left
everything they owned except
what they could carry and ran
through the jungle to a refugee
camp in Thailand.

The Lims requested place-
ment in Switzerland, France,
and Germany, respectively.
Lim never considered the Unit-

Lim finds faith, freedom in adopted country, he says

ed States because it was too far
from his home and was too ex-
pensive to live there, he ex-
plained. The family requested
France because Lim had stud-
1ed French in school.

After three months, the
family was given one choice —
the United States. They are
now glad.

“This country is better place
for refugees to come to. It's
safe and has more freedom.
That’s important,” said Lim.

Lim and his family were
sponsored by Silverdale Bap-
tist Church, Chattanooga.
There the Lims learned about
God and after about a year of

ety

attending the church, made
commitments to God.

They also learned English
by attending classes offered by
the church.

“1 have lots of Christian
friends there that take care of
me just like family, still now,”
said Lim.

Members of Silverdale
helped him get a job and he be |
gan his second week in the|
U.S., he recalled. Now Lim op- |
erates a restaurant with his
sister and brother-in-law q:ra-ii
Kay operates a business which |
offers nail care.

They owe much to America,
Baptists, and God, said Lim. &
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\ 5% JD — Two Ten-
Baptist pastors have
osen to write Sunday
‘ommentaries for the
y D. Comer, pastor of
dge Baptist Church,
on, since 1997, will
* Explore the Bible se-
formerly was pastor of
non Baptist Church in

5 & graduate of Mis-
| State University,
e, Miss., and holds a
.J; \ init; from

eans (La.) Baptist
S participated on more
1ozen foreign mission
luding Japan, Hon-
W Mexico. Comer has

d
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FRICK

taught the past two semesters
for Union University's R.G.
Lee Center in Lexington. He
currently serves on the Execu-
tive Board of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention.

Comer and his wife, Linda,
have two children, Taylor, 7,
and Rebekah, 4.

J. Paul Frick, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Clinton, will
write the Family Bible series.

The Nashville native be-
came pastor of First Church

tors chosen to write SS commentaries

last year, coming from the pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of
Lakeview in Rossville, Ga. He
also has served as pastor of
churches in Kentucky.

Frick is a graduate of Van-
derbilt University, Nashville,
and Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity, Richmond, Ky. He holds
both the master of divinity and
doctor of philosophy degrees
from Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Louisville,
Ky.

He has served in numerous
capacities at both the associa-
tion and state convention level
in Georgia and Kentucky. He
also has written devotions for
Open Windows, published by
LifeWay Christian Resources.

Frick and his wife, Jo Ellen,
have two children, Nathan, 19,
and John, 16. @

New edition

LifeWay Christian Resources President James T. Draper Jr
presents James L. Sullivan an author’'s copy of Your Lile &
Your Church, a commemorative edition of a volume writien Dy
Sullivan, former president of the Baptist Sunday School
Board (now LifeWay) and first published in 1955. The book
revised this year, is designed o help new church members
understand how churches and the denomination function

_—— — ———

|  Sullivan is a member of First Baptist Church, Nashvilie
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Belmont provides
relief from high
parking fees

Compiled for Baptist & Reflector

NASHVILLE — Belmont
University is offering some re-
lief to students in regard to
parking fees next year on cam-
pus.

In March, school officials an-
nounced parking fees were be-
ing increased 450 percent, from
$30 to $165, to help pay for a
parking garage the university
will begin building this sum-
mer.

The announced increase
sparked protest and concern
from students.

According to Greg Pillon,
Belmont public relations officer,
steps have been taken to relieve
some of the burden for students.

Among those steps:

» A parking team has been
formed to anticipate parking
problems while the garage 1is
under construction and develop
creative ways to manage expect-
ed difficulties.

» December 2001 graduates
will pay half of the parking fee
amount ($82.50).

» The parking team is look-
ing into having commuter stu-
dents who ark in nearby yet-to-
be determined satellite lots and
take shuttles to campus paying
less than $165 a ear.

» Present faculty/staff park-
ing areas will be open to all
commuter students on a first
come/first served basis.

Layman’s burden for neighbor inspires.

» The university is studying
the feasibility of increasing the
capacity of the new parking
structure from 550 to 750
spaces. B

Piland dies after

bout with cancer
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Harry M.
Piland, nationally known leader
of Southern Baptist Sunday
school work, died May 24 in
Brentwood of brain cancer. He
was 72.

Piland directed the Sunday
School division of LifeWay
Christian Resources of the
Southern Baptist Convention
(then called the Sunday School
Board of the SBC) from 1978-
94.

During his
tenure at Life-
Way, enroll-
ment in South-
ern Baptis
Sunday Schools
increased from g
7.3 million to EEE
8.2 million.

Piland, a
member of First Bapt1st
Church, Franklin, is survived
by his wife, Pat Piland, of
Brentwood; one son, David Pi-
land of Franklin; one daughter,
Vicki Piland Wilson of Dallas;
and five grandchildren. B

PILAND

IMB refuses gifts
from ‘mainstream’
Baptists in MlSSOUﬂ

Baptist Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. —

. The International Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist

[

Convention is saying “no
thanks” to missions gifts being
routed around a conservative-
led state convention.

IMB President Jerry Rankin

says the Richmond, Va.,-based

mission board doesn’'t want
money from Mainstream Mis-
souri Baptists; an organization
opposed to conservatives who
recently solidified control of the
Missouri Baptist Convention.
After failing in repeated ef-
forts to defend the state against
a conservative takeover, Main-
stream Missouri Baptists re-
cently turned their attention to

promoting alternative giving

plans that support selected
causes inside and outside the
state while excluding others.

In a March 20 letter to Doyle
Sager, president of the Main-
stream group, Rankin said ac-
cepting money from alternate
channels undermines the Coop-
erative Program unified budget
that supports the SBC and state
convention simultaneously.

Rankin said it is inappropri-
ate for an SBC agency to accept
money while another Southern
Baptist entity — in this case
the Missouri Baptist Conven-

- tion — is excluded.

“We’'re committed to each
other,” Rankin said. “As much
as we need that support, we're
not interested in benefiting to
the detriment of others.”

Rankin said the decision-is
consistent with IMB policy of
refusing gifts from the Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship, a mod-
erate group that supports its
own missionaries and church
programs but in earlier days
also forwarded money to select-
ed SBC ministries.

“If a church feels led of the
Lord to support the IMB, I
would presume they would be
obedient to the Lord’s leader-
ship and find an appropriate
channel to do that,” Rankin
said. He said no state group
other than Mainstream Mis-
souri Baptists has offered to
channel funds to the IMB.

The Mainstream group in-
cludes the IMB in one of three
giving plans it promotes in the
state. Despite Rankin’s letter,

Sager said the o =;.f ni:
would continue to honor
wishes. Sager :;‘-
letter “sort of a ths k
thanks.” He added, *
ferred to receive (Gol ;._:.
Program funds and,
pass the approved ¢ e m :
CP n ._ I JJ

However, because the
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churches, “We're seeing
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“There are many ways ¢
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specﬂ'}r how the funds we
ing forwarded. &

NAMB appoints
new MISSIOHGHE
Baptist Press :
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— Continued from page 1

“When all the items are collected, the box
contains everything to begin housekeeping.
The ministry keeps the disaster victims from
having to go out and spend their money for
the items.”

“It’s also a ministry to show the love of
Christ,” Moreland noted. “It’s our way of
showing people that we love them and not
just say we love them.”

Moreland has talked with Hamilton
County Baptist Association director of mis-
sions David Myers about expanding the pro-
gram to association churches.

“If we could get 100 association churches
to prepare five boxes, then Union Fork
Church would be able to provide the man-
power to pick up the boxes on tractor trailers
trucks and deliver them to the disaster area,
distribute them, and counsel with the vic-
tims,” Moreland said. “One church can make
a difference with a few people, but a lot of
churches could make a difference with many
people.”

“It's a good idea and it’s a good ministry,”

said Myers. “During times of disaster people
often offer things that are not needed like
clothes and used items. This way church
members can purchase items on a prede-
fined list. The ministry doesn’t cost the
church an arm and a leg. Everybody in the
church can bring an item for a contribution
in their price range.”

The program will be discussed at an up-
coming Disaster Relief Training, Myers said.

In addition to general Disaster Relief train-

ing for association churches, “we will discuss
local churches having prepared boxes to be
on standby and having the program estab-
lished in churches so that the people will be
able to mobilize the boxes. The association
plans to notify the churches when the boxes
are needed due to a disaster,” Myers added.

According to Myers, Union Fork Church
has served several families through contacts
by area fire departments or by someone in
the church who has known of the needs.

Union Fork Church includes in the box a
letter from the church with a packing list
and a biblical tract.

_ gy to help others said, “James it

The church letter shares: “A,B'I

we rejoice in helping people in tl
times. Here is a packing list for
age. Please check the list to be st
a complete package. May God b

and bless you.” Included is a sali

envelop for the people to respond

church. Several families hav(
thank you notes.

Moreland said Bradley, who
sional driver and owns three fr!
big heart and has previously ré
several occasions to disaster &
own by transporting needed item
who admires Bradley’s willingne:|

but acts 30.”

“Our Brother’s Burden” WI]FT
to area association churches 311
nessee Baptist Disaster Re
Meeting to be held Thursday..&f
7-8:30 p.m. at Union Fork Chu
Daisy. Tim Bearden, Tennessee
aster Relief State director, Wiﬂl’
er. ®
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NTWOOD — Two Ten-
Baptist pastors have
108en to write Sunday
commentaries for the
¥ D. Comer, pastor of
uidge Baptist Church,
ton, since 1997, will
e Explore the Bible se- taught the past two semesters
tformerly was pastor of for Union University's R.G.
mon Baptist Church in Lee Center in Lexington. He
mi currently serves on the Execu-
' I8 & graduate of Mis- tive Board of the Tennessee
i State University, Baptist Convention.
~Mis . and holds a Comer and his wife, Linda,
ty degree from have two children, Taylor, 7,
ﬂﬂll {La.) Baptist and Rebekah, 4.
M J. Paul Frick, pastor of First
A8 participated on more Baptist Church, Clinton, will
h foreign mission write the Family Bible senes.
Japan, Hon- The Nashville native be-
ico. Comer has came pastor of First Church

COMER FRICK

itors chosen to write SS commentaries

last year, coming from the pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of
Lakeview in Rossville, Ga. He
also has served as pastor of
churches in Kentucky.

Frick 1s a graduate of Van-
derbilt University, Nashville,
and Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity, Richmond, Ky. He holds
both the master of divinity and
doctor of philosophy degrees
from Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Louisville,
Ky.

He has served in numerous
capacities at both the associa-
tion and state convention level
in Georgia and Kentucky. He
also has written devotions for
Open Windows, published by
LifeWay Christian Resources.

Frick and his wife, Jo Ellen,
have two children, Nathan, 19,
and John, 16. @

New edition

|

| |
s

LifeWay Christian Resources President James T. Draper Jr
presenis James L. Sullivan an author’s copy of Your Life &

Ui

Your Church, 8 commemorative edition of a volurme writien by
Sullivan, lormer president of the Baptist Sunday School
Board (now LifeWay) and first published in 1955. The book

revised his year, i1s designed lo help new church members

understand how churches and the denomination funct
Sullivan is a member of First Baptist Church, Nashville

£l |'-:'

L
]



Senator’s opposition to bill is puzzling

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

The headline of the lead story in the local
news section of the May 23 issue of The Ten-
nessean read, “Lawmakers press for bill to
block casinos.”

The story noted there are some state law-
makers who fear that casino gambling will
not be far behind if a lottery is eventually
approved in Tennessee in November of 2002.
To alleviate their concerns and the concerns
of others, some of these lawmakers are at-
tempting to pass a bill that specifically pro-
hibits casino gambling in the state.

The bill was narrowly passed (5-4) in the
Senate Judiciary Committee on May 23 and
was to have been considered by the full
House of Representatives late last week.

Lottery supporters say that the proposed

constitutional amendment that Tennessee
voters will ultimately decide would not allow
casinos in Tennessee.

According to The Tennessean article, gam-
bling foes counter that if a lottery is approved
it could open the door to Indian casinos.

Sen. Steve Cohen, one of the leading pro-
ponents of a state lottery correctly argued
that there are no Indian tribes or reserva-
tions in the state and he opposed the anti-
casino bill.

Bill sponsor Randy McNally of Oak
Ridge, however, told The Tennessean that
could change. The article noted that one In-
dian group has an application for federal
recognition pending and a Cherokee tribe
could open a casino on Tennessee land con-
tiguous to a Cherokee reservation in North
Carolina.

McNally’s argument is that his proposed
bill “gives us extra protection from what

Guest editorial

happened in other states where the state
passed a lottery and soon saw casinos set up
on land owned by Indian tribes,” according
the Nashville daily newspaper.

Cohen’s response, according to the paper,
was that the chance of an Indian casino hap-
pening in Tennessee is “fantasy.”

If that’s the case, why oppose the bill?

Why would four senators vote against a
bill that specifically prohibits casino gam-
bling when, according to them, the lottery
bill would keep casinos out anyway? Why not
approve the bill and satisfy the naysayers?

Could it be that there are some loopholes
in the lottery bill that most people are not
aware of?

There are some people in the state who
believe that regardless of what is being said
by lottery proponents, casino gambling could
happen if Tennesseans remove the lottery
prohibition from the constitution. These sen-
ators’ opposition of a bill strictly prohibiting
casino gambling (which also lists blackjack,
craps, roulette, poker, baccarat, keno, and
slot machines as types of casino games
banned) could lead one to believe the anti-
lottery people are on to something.

Those are questions Tennesseans must
continue to ask and seek to find answers 1n
the months leading up to November of 2002,

An interesting aspect of the story is that
part of Cohen’s argument against the bill
was that it is backed by Mississippi casinos
who do not want to see casinos in a neigh-
boring state. It appears he is throwing up a
“smokescreen” to dodge the real issue of
whether Tennessee could see casino gam-
bling if the lottery issue is approved.

McNally acknowledged the Mississippi
casinos were supportive of his bill but he

sponsored it independently of those inter-
ests. He told The Tennessean: “I want to
make sure casinos do not come into Ten-
nessee for reasons based on sound public
policy. The Mississippi casinos’ reasons are
economics. Our motives are different, but
we're going after the same thing.”

In the months ahead, we, as responsible
citizens of our state, need to look beyond the
smokescreens and propaganda. We need to
pray and seek the Lord’s leadership.

Tennessee is gambling free! As Tennessee
Baptists, let’s do our part to keep it that
way. B&ER :

Thanks to two men

: Two good friends are stepping down this
month after years of faithful ministry.

Mike Overcash and Aubrey Hay have-

served Southern Baptists for many years
with a large portion of those in Tennessee.

Overcash has been a friend and helped
the B&R staff with numerous computer
“crises” over the years. He will be missed.

Hay has been a friend of Tennessee Bap-
tist ministers as he has sought to help them
and churches deal with conflict situations.

He has a listening ear combined with a
servant’s heart and wisdom gained from
years in the pastorate. More importantly, at
least for me, he has become a close, personal
friend and confidant during the 11 years we
have known each other.

Both Mike and Aubrey will be missed. I
have no doubt both will hear the words
“Well done, good and faithful servant” when
the Lord calls them home. BER — Lonnie

Wilkey

Lying in any form has no place in any area of life

By Bill Webb

Lying carries a price.

Earlier this year, the Okla-
homa House of Representatives
passed a bill levying fines of up
to $50,000 for lying.

The bill targeted political can-
didates and their campaign com-
mittees who might be tempted to
publish or broadcast inaccurate
rate information about the vot-
ing record of other candidates for
public office. The bill appears to
discourage negative advertising
— at least if an ad distorts the
truth about a political opponent.
[t is unclear whether a candidate
can be fined for lying about his
own record. _

Since the creation of the hu-
man race, lying has been a prob-
lem. '

The writer of Proverbs not-
ed in 19:22 that it is “better to
be poor than a liar.” Two of the
most famous liars mentioned
in the Bible were Ananias and
Sapphira. Members of the ear-
ly church, they sold some prop-
erty and purported to give all
the proceeds as an offering
when they did not. First Ana-
nias and then Sapphira died
on the spot when they lied
about their gift.

The first-century church be-
lieved that sin against God was
a serious matter. They also be-
lieved that when a professing
member of the congregation
committed sin, their example re-
flected badly on the Christian
faith. There is no indication that

they winked at lying.

Lying has so proliferated in
our world that it seems almost
as common as breathing. Most of
us can name people who seem to
find the truth and lies indistin-
guishable. Sometimes, we won-
der if they realize what they are
doing. For others, it is clear that
the motive is deceit.

We say of a chronic liar, “You
have to take everything he says
with a grain of salt.” Indeed,
usually we aren’t particularly
concerned when we catch some-
one in a lie. Sadly, we expect it.

“Lie” still sounds a bit harsh,
so often we use other words to
soften untruth. In Baptist life,
we joke that a leader is ministe-
rially speaking when he exag-
gerates the attendance at an
event or the number of decisions
during evangelistic meetings.

The rest of us do the same
thing when we're not careful
with the truth. Deliberately ex-

aggerating is just the opposite of
deliberately understating. Both
fall short of the truth. Both are

forms of lying that go by more

presentable names.

There is a reason in a court of
law that a witness is required to
swear that he will “tell the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth.” In fact, a person
caught lying from a witness stand
is in danger of punishment no less
than the person standing trial.

A half-truth is a whole lie.
The most vicious lies are distor-
tions of the truth. A person can
be guilty of lying by not saying a
word. To withhold the truth in
the presence of a lie is to help
perpetuate that lie.

One of the problems with be-
ing soft on lying is that we wind
up lying to ourselves. “What will
it matter if I don’t note that lit-
tle bit of unexpected income on
my tax form?” “It’s not my re-
sponsibility to tell a potential

home buyer that my house needs
a new furnace.” “The earth isn’t
going to stop spinning if I tell a
little white lie.”

Lying becomes addictive. We
can come to a point where we en-
joy hearing what other liars
have to say. Proverbs 17:4 says
that “a liar pays attention to a
malicious tongue.” °

Parents who have trouble
with telling the truth unwitting-
ly send mixed messages to their
children. To practice mishan-

" dling the truth and insist that

youngsters avoid the truth and
insist that youngsters avoid ly-
ing sends a confusing message.
Lying in any form has no
place in family life, church life,

or even denominational life. It is

a temptation to us all. For the
Christian, the smallest lie re-
flects. poorly upon ourselves and
God, who delights in truth. m —
Webb is editor of Missouri Bap-
tists' Word and Way.
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MINISTRIES — EDUC
Dynamic, growing S
Baptist Church in Northy
tucky is seeking a full-ti
ister of adult education
organizational and mani:
skills and a desire to b
of a strong ministry tear
quired. Please send re &
Florence Baptist Chun &
Box 456, Florence, KY i
0456, Attn. Karen Byrd (
to tmjohnson @fuse.net.
cooE

First Baptist Church,
NC, .is searching fora r
ister of education. Cai
should submit their res
First Baptist, 120 N.- L
St., Shelby, NC 28150,
Whatley. Job focus: res |
for leading the educati|
ganizations of the churc
ifications: possess sig
knowledge of Christiar
tion and training systen
gree in Christian educ
masters of divinity or e
experience is optimum.

MINISTRIES — POSI
First Baptist Church, Tu
Tenn., seeks minister ¢
tion/administration and
to students. Applicants
committed Southern &
called of God, firm in
Bible inerrancy; gifts co
with respective positi
Sunday School of 550

way. Student ministry
grades six through collé
ward resumes to 108 E
St., Tullahoma, TN 373!

IR
Trace Creek Baptist
New Johnsonville,Ti
seeking positions fora|
director of music and &
minister .of youth and
Please send resume fo
position to Trace Creel
Church, 1320 Broadw
New Johnsonville, TN.3

o o

Hillcrest Baptist Ch
Dyersburg, Tenn., is 8|
full-time minister of y¢
education. Emphasis i
ministry. If interested,
the pastor, Lynn Kin'
285-6530, or send a ré
Rev. Lynn King, Hillcre:
Church, 825 Hillcrest #
ersburg, TN 38024.

MINISTRIES — Ml
First Baptist Church,
son, Tenn., is seekin
time minister of mu:
sumes should be sent
Search Committee, Firt
Church, 504 E. Main,
son, TN 38340 by June
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IEATERS, PUMPS

'ACTORY DIRECT
JLL FREE 1-500-251-0679

Are your seniors tired of crawling over the
HUMP? The solution is a 15-passenger van
with an aisle, raised roof, and electric step.

Call Tri-State Van & Bus Today!

1-800-330-3622

Buses! Vans! People Movers!
www._tri-statevanbus.com

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.
(800) 370-6180

“RAISED ROOF” VANS IN STOCK

e« Center Aisle
e Low First Step
e 2/1 Seating Bucket Seats
e More Headroom
15 Passengers (no CDL)

www.carpenterbus.com

Nation's #1 church bus deaier

THERE'S STILL TIMETO ORPER YOUR VBS
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IMB leader steps
down after declining
to sign BFM

Baptist Press

RICHMOND — A Southern
Baptist International Mission
Board regional leader stepped
down from his position May 21
after declining to sign a docu-
ment affirming the Baptist Faith
and Message as adopted by the
Southern Baptist Convention in
June 2000. His resignation, ef-
fective June 30, will not affect
his status as a missionary.

“My inabili- [ '
ty to sign the
prescribed
form is a mat-
ter of personal
conscience re-
lated to sign-
ing such a
form and has
nothing to do
with the con-
tent of the Baptist Faith and
Message,” said Bill Phillips, re-
gional leader for IMB work in
West Africa.

“As I stated verbally and in
writing to International Mission
Board leadership and trustees, I
affirm the Baptist Faith and
Message as a Baptist statement

CLASSIFIED

MINISTRIES — YOUTH
Salem Baptist Church, Trenton,
Tenn., is seeking full or part-time
youth minister; prefer experi-
ence; located 25 minutes from
Jackson. Send resume to P.O.
Box 346, Trenton, TN 38382.

0
= ."_ ) 2 "
.

PHILLIPS

MINISTRIES — PASTOR
First Baptist Church, Ripley,
Tenn., is prayerfully seeking a
full-time senior pastor with a
shepherd’s heart and a vision
and leadership skills to reach a
new level of ministry. Please
send resume to John Snead, 303
Lackey Lane, Ripley, TN 38063.

LR S
e 2 00

New Harmony Baptist Churéh-.
Paris, Tenn., is seeking resumes
for a full-time associate pastor.
Resumes will be accepted
through July 1, 2001. Please
send resume to New Harmony
Baptist Church, Attn. Search
Committee, 7050 Hwy. 69 S,
Paris, TN 38242.

- &+ &
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York Terrace Baptist Church (av-
erage attendance 225) is seek-
ing experienced, Spirit-led pastor
with vision for church growth in
Shoals area of NW Alabama.
Send resume to Pastor Search
Committee, 1401 30th St.,
Sheffield, AL 35660.

of doctrine for life, work, and
leadership,” Phillips added. “My
wife, MaryDean, and I both con-
tinue to fully support the global
mission of IMB missionaries,
staff leadership, and trustees.”

IMB President Jerry Rankin
affirmed Phillips’ doctrinal be-
liefs and expressed regret at his
decision to step down.

IMB policy requires new mis-
sionaries and elected leaders to
sign statements affirming their
agreement with the recently re-
vised Baptist Faith and Message
and committing themselves to
carry out their responsibilities
“In accordance with and not con-
trary to” the statement of faith.
The torm also gives them the op-
portunity to state any areas of
disagreement with the BF&M.

In January, IMB trustees af-
firmed the agency’s missionaries
and stateside staff members,
saying their beliefs already had
been adequately screened during
the selection process and that
nothing more should be required
of them. B

Court reinstates
graduation prayer

Associated Baptist Press

ATLANTA — Allowing stu-
dent-led prayer at graduation
ceremonies does not violate the
constitutionally mandated sepa-
ration of church and state, the
11th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals ruled May 11.

That means seniors in Jack-
sonville, Fla., high schools may
elect a representative to deliver
a brief graduation “message”

that can include a prayer.

The legal status of the Duval
County Public School District’s
1993 policy had been in limbo
since October. That’s when the
United States Supreme Court
ordered the Atlanta-based 11th
Circuit to review an earlier opin-
ion upholding the prayers in
light of a high court ruling last
June banning prayers before
school football games in Texas.

Conference on

Attention Deficit Disorder

June 23, Saturday, 9 a.m.—2 p.m.
Associations Mission Center
7709 Westland Drive

The 11th Circuit Court, how-
ever, said differences between
the Texas and Florida cases
were “substantial and material.”

The Duval County policy al-
lows graduating seniors the op-
tion of electing a classmate to
deliver a two-minute “message”
at graduation. The speech is
composed entirely by the stu-
dent and may include a prayer, a
poem, or other statement. B

Knoxville, TN 37919

To register, fill out form below and send money
to: Gene Nabi, Coordinator, TBC, P.O. Box 728,
Brentwood, TN 37024, or call 1-800-558-2090,
ext. 2083 or (615) 371-2083, or e-mail genen-
abi @aol.com. Please register by June 18. Cost of
$15 includes lunch.

Ann Singleton, Head
Education Department
Union University

~ For Church Teachers, Leaders.
Parents, and Interested Persons

A.D.D. — Fact or Fiction?
How to reach, teach, and minister to
persons with A.D.D. and their families.

The Union University
Pastors’ School

July 30-August 2, 2001

Call 731.661.5160 for
registration information

R.G. Lee Center for Christian Ministries
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———=UNIVERSITY

b Dr. Robert
W Colernan

other speakers:

Dr. & Mys. Sam Shaw
Dr. Brooks Faulkner
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Questions become

a major part of our
lives. We ask a lot
that cannot be an-
swered, such as, why
do people want to
live without the in-
Bible ﬁ'ﬁb. and Christian people in
 do pec llluw others or things to keep
e p of God? Why would people

ean!'au and experience God's

tions have a quick answer, such
ﬂnd? Yes, it does, both in time
ent become a part of my
o God? By all means, yes!

sestion asked by an aged minister:

r
._...1| FIEIT

‘;f"--_- of many years of faithful min-
or tied his sermon to notes in a bun-
here has the influence of all the
gached gone?” One who had been un-
years and who had grown in Christ-
wledge of God's Word, gave the
*.2 isal of his sermons: “Where are
";’fhh sy have gone into fruits and
. ‘hfaod mankind. Where are last
-_ _' B olter ﬂ'f course, but th&}" did their
fresh wurk Your sermons, preached
'_“ﬁ » into my life and into the lives
o me "# hem better, nobler, and more
» i ‘ sened our love for God's Word,
fand 2 for unsaved ones, and chal-

on ir Ohnstmn life!”
": “I thought about the ministries of
: n Faulkner and their 30 some
at First Baptist Church, Er-
s should challenge us to be at our

-;-;_ ;_'- ‘:_qr. B — Proffitt is interim pastor at

b=

"
a
_.J- ¥ | " l I

Start With a
Smile: Mother to
her young son (af-
ter his first day
A school): “How did
'. you like your

' teacher?” Young
son: “I liked her.

s fair.” Mother: “How can she be
Young son: “She’s mean to every-

stency, thou art a jewel!

| & : “Israel flits around like a silly
ull on Egypt for help, and then
a 7:11 TEV).

r: Lord h_.ﬂlp me to realize you must be
cannot be Lord at all. =

Devoted to the King

By Paul Frick

Focal Passage:
Matthew 21:1-3, 6-16

As | turned on the television the
other morning (I know it's a bad
habit!) the smiling reporter dis-
closed that more violence had oc-
curred in the Middle East. More di-
vision and hatred will surely be the
by-products of this killing in the
streets. These people find them-
selves in a cycle of violence with no
way out. They live under the cloud

of hopelessness. The Jewish people
felt that same ,

sense of hope-
lessness during
Jesus’ time.
They felt them-
selves trapped in
oppression by the Romans. As Jesus
rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sun-
day, the people cried out for God’s
salvation to come quickly.

As Jesus scanned the crowd that
day, he knew that they did not un-
derstand his mission. They were op-
pressed not only by the Romans,
but also by their own sins. They
failed to see that his true mission
was to save them from eternal pun-
ishment. They were proclaiming
their devotion to the King, but in
fact, they were only devoted to their
idea of who Jesus was.

What they failed to understand
then and what we may fail to com-
prehend today is that Jesus is big-
ger than our ideas and conceptions.
Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a don-

key, a humble animal He did not
rnde on a white stallion symbolic of
pompous status. Jesus came as a
humble servant. How the adulation
of the crowd must have hit Jesus as
wronic. They unknowingly were wor-
shiping a King who would rule by
serving and suffering, not terror
and power. Allegiance to this King
would require his followers to serve
and suffer likewise. This is not a
formula for popularity!

Jesus' first act upon arriving in
Jerusalem was to stride into the
Court of the Gentiles and disrupt
the temple. In
this court, the
moneychangers
and merchants
provided the
Passover pil-
grims with needed temple currency
and unblemished animals for cor-
rect worship. The priests sanctioned
the vendors and their transactions.
So why did Jesus disrupt these pro-
ceedings? The Jews of that time
would not have understood his ac-
tions. This pivotal act by Jesus had
a profound message to all who
would hear it. Jesus was pointing
out that their rituals had bécome
more important than talking to
God. For the temple to be a house of
prayer, people must be willing to
listen to God. Their hearts must be
pliable clay that is willingly molded
by God's higher purposes.

As the blind and lame heard that
Jesus was at the temple, they came
to him for healing. They came and

Treat others right

By Marty Comer

Focal Passage: Amos 1:1-5; 2:6-8

In the book The Day America
Told The Truth researchers re-
vealed the astonishing answers giv-
en by Americans who were asked
“What are you E AR
honestly willing ~
to do for $10 mil-
lion?”  While
three percent of
respondents ad-
mitted they would put their chil-
dren up for adoption for $10 million,
25 percent said they would abandon
their entire family and church.

It is sometimes asserted that the
lack of values indicated in this
study is entirely a modem phenome-
na. The eighth century prophet
Amos would beg to differ.

Amos was not a professional
prophet but had an agricultural
background. He was “among the
herdmen of Tekoa” (1:1), a village
about 10 miles south of Jerusalem
(7:14). Amos owned flocks of sheep
as well as grew and harvested

sycamore-fig trees.
During the reign of Jeroboam II
(786 B.C.-746 B.C.), this bivocation-

al preacher was sent to prophesy to
[srael. The middle years of Jer-

oboam's reign were a time of peace
and prosperity in Israel. However,
they were also years of self indul-
gence. The poor were oppressed
(4:2), while the wellthy slept on
“heds inlaid with ivory,” ate the best
foods. “drank wine by the bowlful”

(6:4), and “trampled on the poor”
(5:11).

Treating others right was not a
characteristic of this selfish and in-
dulgent generation. Amos warned
though that “T'he Lord roars from
Zion and thunders from Jerusalem”

- (1:2).

Just as the
roar of a lion
and the sound of
thunder warn of
the catastrophe
for those who encounter a predatory
lion or a powerful storm, so would
catastrophe come upon Israel. Since
God's judgment falls upon those
with no regard for others, let's note
some characteristics of those like
Amos who knew how to treat others
right.

Amos’' name in Hebrew means
“burdened” or “burden bearer.” This
is an appropriate name for someone
who carried a burden not only for
the message he preached, but also
for the oppressed people of Israel
As a shepherd, Amos had first hand
knowledge of the mistreatment of
the poor, and it burdened his heart.
In fact, verse 1 says that the words
of Amos were “what he saw con-
cerning Israel.”

The verb “saw™ means more than
to simply observe the conditions in
Israel. It means that Amos “saw”
the conditions in Israel from God's
perspective and through God's eyes.
Just as God has compassion for the
poor and insists on treating others
right, so did Amos.

they were not disappointed. The
children squealed with delight thesr
innocent but profound proclamation
of faith. The teachers of the Law
were indignant. These priests must
have blushed with embarrassment
that Jesus could create such a stir,
that Jesus could inspire so much
praise to God. God was at work in
the temple and they did not like it
This display of God’s power was not
in the script and was bevond their
control

Control is a powerful issue in our
lives and churches today
fear letting God be in control. To
give God control 1s dangerous but
exciting. What we must accept and
embrace is this truth that the true
measure of our devotion to God is
our ability to surrender control of
our lives into his hands. That s
what it means to follow Jesus He
must become our ultimate concern
and focus., Our devotion must
search for the Jesus who exists as
revealed to us in the Bible. We must
cast aside the idolatry of worshiping
our ideas of who we think Jesus is
If we will listen to the voice of God
and allow him to guide us, our will
ful self will bow to the majesty of
the one true King. — Fnck i1s pastor
First Baptist Church, Clinton

I'.l'ﬂi_!il"'

Amos uses a masterful preaching
technique to speak God's message
to Israel. He first speaks the Lord's
judgment against Israel’s neighbors
(1:3-2:5). The people of lsrael proba-
bly rejoiced at this denunciation of
their rivals such as Damascus, a na-
tion that “threshed Gilead with
sledges having iron teeth” (1:3),

This phrase refers to the brutal
treatment of conquered Gileadites
by Damascus. “Sledges”™ made of
wooden boards with iron spikes
on the bottom were brutally
dragged over the bodies of help-
less victims,

Their enthusiasm was quickly
dampened as Amos’ preaching
turned to Israel. The Lord holds all
people accountable for how they
treat others, and [srael had a bad
track record of sins that would rival
any of it's neighbors. In lsrael “they
sold the righteous for silver and the
poor for a pair of shoes™ (2:6), and
“trampled upon the heads of the
poor” (2:7). The “rightecus” refer to
innocent persons found guilty and
sold into slavery by judges whom
accepled bribes,

God declared, therefore, that |s-
rael would fall under his universal
and consistent judgment. God held
Israel to the same demands as the
other nations he condemned. In or-
der to treat others right, we must
learn that God is a God of compas-
sion whose standards of justice are
applied consistently to all who sin
~ Comer is-pastor, Sand Ridge Bap-
st Church, Lexington




m Nashville Romanian

Baptist Church, Nashville,
held a baptism service on Sun-
day, May 13, with five people
being baptized. More than 175
people were present at the ser-
vice held at First Baptist
Church, Donelson. Mark
Hobafcovich officiated the bap-
tism which included the bap-
tism of his youngest daughter,
Elizabeth. The Romanian con-
gregation, which meets at the
Donelson church, was orga-
nized in 1993 when Hobaf-
covich and his wife, Christine,
moved to Nashville from Mel-
bourne, Australia.

m China Grove Baptist

Church, Rutherford, will
celebrate its 150th anniversary
on Sunday, June 24, at 11 a.m.
with Marlon Stephens as
speaker and Mike Hannaford
leading the music. Lunch will
follow along with Gospel
singing featuring the Follow-
ers of Faith Singers.

B Mercer Baptist Church,

Mercer, broke ground April 29
for a new church facility. Mem-
bers hope to be in their new
building within seven to eight
months.

3] Fayette Baptlst Associ-
ation will hold its first benefit
golf tournament on Saturday,
June 2, at Deer Creek Golf
Club in Saulsbury. Proceeds
from the tournament will go
toward the association’s mis-
sion trip to Arizona and Mexi-
co, June 14-24. The tourna-
ment is a four-person team
scramble. For more informa-
tion, call Carlton Morris at
(901) 465-3980 or Larry Putt
at (901) 465-8067.

m Holston Baptist Asso-
ciation is sponsoring the sec-
ond seminar in its 2001 Lead-
ership Institute Series on Mon-
day, June 4, at the Holiday Inn
in Johnson City. The seminar
will be led by David and
Stephen Olford. Stephen Ol-
ford also will preach during
the “Preaching Mission” sched-
uled that night at 7:30 p.m. in
the auditorium of Science Hill
High School. For more informa-
tion, call the association office at
(423) 929-1196.

m Mattie

SOME LEADERS of Lake Drive Bapﬂst Church, Sale Creek, pause
in front of its new building which was dedicated May 6. The leaders
include, from left, Tony Reavley; Kenny Pendergrass, music direc-
tor; German Fox, chairman of deacons; Mike Young, director of
missions, Tennessee Valley Baptist Association; Sam Acuff; and

J.D. Carnes, pastor.

LITTLE MULBERRY BAPTIST CHURCH, Tazewell, recenﬂy cel-
ebrated its 125th anniversary. Clayton Dunsmore, director of mis-
sions for Cumberland Gap Baptist Church, presented a plague to
Pastor Roger Hansard, left, as church leaders look on. Former
pastors Jay Sulfridge and Paul Rains participated in the anniver-
sary service. Each person present was offered a church history,
commemorative ribbon, and an invitation to a luncheon.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH, Millington, dedicated its new
Family Life Center on Sunday, May 20. Volunteer teams from
other churches along with church members finished the inside of
the building. Participating in the celebration were, from left, Tom
Pirtle, former pastor who preached the dedication message; Pas-
tor Mike Owens, and Kenneth Hall, chairman of the building com-

mittee. — Photo by Ray Jones

died April 27 after a battle

with cancer. She was the wife
of Kermit Whitten, minister of
music at Alcoa Way Baptist
Church, Knoxville.

B R. Richard Smith died

May 23 suddenly. Smith was
retired from Century Hard-
woods in Maryville and was
founder and director of Yoke-
fellow Ministries, Knoxville.
He was former pastor, First
Baptist Church, Athens, and
Glenwood Baptist Church, Oak
Ridge, and other churches in
short-term positions. Smith
was a former member, Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention Ex-

ecutive Board. He was a mem-
ber of Central Baptist Church,
Bearden, Knoxville.

B David Huskey is the

new minister to students at
First Baptist Church, Pigeon
Forge.

B Boyd’s Creek Baptist

Church, Sevierville, has called
Richard Everett as pastor.

B Jason Stewart has been
called as minister to students

at First Baptist Chureh, (
land. "]
B Pine Eden Ba

Church, Crossville, has | '

Monty Fritts as bivoca;
youth minister. He prey
served as youth minist
Daysville Baptist Ch
Rockwood.

m Jim O’Dillon, fo|
minister of education at (
wah Baptist Church, ¢
wah, is the new minist ||

discipleship at Sprmg
Baptist Church, Mobile A L;

istry specialist in the THU
sions Awareness and Inv
ment Group, recenﬂyﬁelal
ed 20 years of m}nlstry
the TBC Executive Bumi
15 as previously reported. 1

®m Michelle Harde |
member of Whitten Mem | |
Baptist Church, Memphis |
a junior at Union Unive)
Jackson, recently receive
school’s Barnabas Leade

m Dianna Hughes, J, |

Award, given to students
have demonstrated leade

in the area of commumt] i

ministry service.

Af Doﬂywood

- Churches, assocnatlons help Festival of

For Baptrsr and Reflector

PIGEON FORGE _ The Festwal of Na-

tions at Dollywood here is now history.

More than 251 entertainers from 11 cnun-
trles around the world partlmpated in the %'-fi"‘_‘;bags to each individual cour '~
event. Each entertamer was given a gift bag-
- Whlch mcluded a Bible in their own language _
-~ Bach group also received a “Jesusﬂ’ v:d’en"*?_;_
'_ ';_"aiﬂng mth Wltnessmg IraGUaE= el et
~ The bags contained a conk:bﬂuk prﬂﬂded by-v-;'
"‘;?‘_Smoliy Mountain Resort Ministries. which also
ccntrrbutedtu the ‘-rpu-rﬁ-has':e.iah.ﬁ -:the".-’-B&hles;-.:hd
_cording to Pete Owen, ‘Dollywood chaplam wliﬁif:;_w
-;wnrks thruugh Smoky Mountain Resort Min-
istries, a program of the Tennessee Baptist Cnn-u
‘vention and Sevier County Baptist Association.

Several area churches and assocmtmns as-

_msted in the festival. First Baptist Church, Se-
vierville, donated money to purchase phone -

cards so each recipient could call home at least
once. WMU members of churches in Sevier
County Association baked nearly 5,000 cookies

for the ministry project as well. Other con-
‘tributers included Chilhowee Baptist Associa-

tion and the Golden State Missions Offering.
Pastor Keith Pierce of Grace Baptist

! Churc:h Seymour, helped secure tracts in dif-

ferent languages. They were placed with the
phone cards.

Pierce said he thought participating in the
Festival of Nations “could be a great opportu-
nity to possibly influence a group of people

' -_':Gospel of Jesus Chrlst; Plet't:_ﬂ d
amazed at what we can do w’ﬁ V
== _--fi-getlle:- as Tennessee Baptlsts 7]

- especially to the Blbles, W&ﬁ
_._'_-=i_:mg to 0we11

. _'Blbie was a very special g
years if anyﬂne had a Blbl

Nations, .more people have E
that there is an active chap

and guests. B

Owen: and his wife, Pat,

Per:pple from the Czech f?e

e [ == S

Wl

“would come in and tear a ‘ho
Bible was found, Owen r&pﬂ
that he was told that once
Wauld be burned and the fa mi
as slaves or put to death. -

~ A gentleman from Bulgana,g came
pie with tears in his eyes to aa‘y' I
~lish, “Thank you for very B ecial b
Owen recalled. {';i: _"7'

. There were other deJ'ed‘r :
g1ﬂ: bags. Many of the peupie wh
}ywnod saw love in action, O
‘the role of chaplain was ablén
ble support to the life of Doll --1. 1
- “Through the mlmstry -a#

this major theme park,” Owen E}'F-’
that Dollywood is the only know
with a full-time chaplain wliﬂ
ship services and spiritual care for.




