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NASHVILLE - Sundays are 
busy at the small square build
ing which houses South Gate 
Baptist Church in Antioch . 
here. 

Members of South Gate 
Church attend Sunday School 
in the church's 12 classrooms 
while members of Mision His
pana South Gate hold worship 
in part of its Fellowship Hall. 

Then South Gate Church 
members move to worship while 
Mision Hispana members move 
to classrooms for Sunday 
School. 

The Hispanics often can hear 
the worship from the sanctuary 
because the classrooms are only 
divided from the sanctuary by a 
hallway, but the Hispanics are 
very tolerant, said Mark Puck
ett, pastor, South Gate Church. 

As members of the two con
gregations leave morning activi
ties, me'mbers of True Faith 
Baptist Mission, a black congre
gation, begin arriving for their 
Sunday afternoon activities. 

• at on 
Evening brings at least South 
Gate members back to the facil
ity. 

And other days are about as 
busy at South Gate, reported 
Puckett. Members of True Faith 
Church, Mision Hispana, and 
The Church at Hickory Hollow, 
another mission of South Gate, 
schedule use of the facility as 
they need it. 

South Gate sponsors the 
three beginning congregations 
although it draws only about 
100 members to Sunday morn
ing worship. 

Sponsoring three 
missions 

About two and a half years 
ago South Gate only drew about 
60 to Sunday morning worship. 
Then Puckett, who had led the 
church for about a year and a 
half, met Mark Jackson, pastor 
of The Church at Hickory Hol
low, Nashville, at a conference. 

A few months later Jackson 
contacted Puckett and asked if 
South Gate Church would spon
sor the beginning church which 
targets young, unreached peo
ple and meets at a public 

• • ses 15510 

MARK PUCKETT, left, pastor, South Gate Baptist Church, Anti
och, visits with the pastors of the two missron congregations 
which meet in the Southgate facility - Samuel Sims, center, 
True Faith Baptist Mission, and Alfonso Zavala, Miston Hispsna 
South Gate. 

school. The mission's current 
sponsor was going through 
some changes. 

Puckett and South Gate 
agreed and the relationship con
tinues, with South Gate provid
ing its facility and counsel. 
Jackson receives a salary sup
plement from the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention and North 
American Mission Board, which 
allows him to serve the church 
full-time. The miss10n draws 
about 50 people to Sunday wor-
ship. . 

At about the same time 
South Gate was contacted by 
-See Small, page 3 

Lloyd Blaclcwell reports he is learning, healing 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Lloyd 
Blackwell will never forget 
April 25 although he can't re
member the next three weeks. 

He was filling a container 
with gasoline at a gas station. 
He was doing everything cor
rectly, he reported. The con
tainer was on the ground; the 
gas nozzle was touching the 
can; he wasn't using any elec
tronic devices such as a cell 
phone. 

But the gas ignited, report
edly started bv static electrici-. . 
ty. and he was t:ngulfed in 
flames. He turned toward the 
station. ran a few ~teps, 
dropped to the pavement, and 
rolled as he recalled he should. 

Inside Ted Holmes, as::-oci
ate pastor. administration and 
miss1ons, Fore5t Hill.s Bapti ... t 
Church, Nashville, had stopped 
to buy a drink becau ·c of com
plications from ~orne mu 

medicine. He heard someone 
yell "Fire." 

Holmes looked up, saw a fire 
extinguisher hanging on 
the wall, grabbed it, and 
ran outside to extin
guish Blackwell. Then 
he recognized his friend. 

The fact that Holmes 
was there and respond
ed quickly saved Black
well's life, reported Jodi 
Blackwell, Lloyd's wife. 
"It was definitely God," 
she said, noting Holmes 
was even standing at an 
open door and within 
reach of the fire extin
guisher. 

\Vhen Holmes knew 
an ambulance had been 
called, he a~ked Lloyd if 
he could call anyone for 
him. 

De pitc his painj 
Blackwell told Holmes 
to calJ his boss, William 

tion staff, and his associate at 
LindenValley Baptist Confer
ence Center, Linden, where 

Blackwell is manager, and ask 
him to tell Jodi about the occi
- See Lloyd, page 6 

Ma:lwell of the Ten- LLOYD BLACKVIELL of he Tennessee Baptist Convenllon staff plays lh 
nes e Bapb t Conven- hts daughters Brook. 4; and Autumn, ftve months. 
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1MB trustees fill 
leadership posts 
Baptist Press 

GLORIETA, N.M. 
Trustees of the Southern Bap
tist International Mission 
Board filled two key leadership 
roles and conducted a detailed 
review of overseas strategy dur
ing a July 31- Aug. 2 meeting 
at Glorieta, a LifeWay confer
ence center in New Mexico. 

They also appointed 47 new 
missionaries, who were publicly 
recognized in. an Aug. 2 service 
in Glorieta's Holcomb Auditori~ 
urn, and. heard a challenge to 
prayerfully seek God's wi~dom 

· and direction for every decision 
they make. 

Trustees elected John W. 
-· White III to serve as IMB exec
utive vice president following 
the Sept: 30 retirement of Don 
Kaminerdiener. In his new role, 
White will be responsible for 
the day-to-day operations of the 
agency. 

A native of Birmingham, 

' 
Ala., White, 4_4, has been serv
ing as IMB associate vice presi
dent for overseas operations 
since 1995. Prior to that, he and 
his wife, Trudy, served as mis
sionaries to Brazil for 12 years. 

Trustees also elected South
ern Baptist·missionary Gregory 
Pratt to direct the board's work 
in the nine countries of Central 
Asia. 

Pratt, 43, is a Georgia na
tive. He and h1s wife were ap
pointed by the IMB in 1991. • 

Tennesseans ioin 
thousands to 
pray for Africa 
Baptist Press 

ZANZIBAR, TANZANIA 
Hundreds of thousands of peo
ple from ·around the world 
joined Christians here to pray 
for Africa on Aug. 3. 

. The special day set aside for 
prayer was celebrated through 
a vari~ty of events, from prayer
walking to 24-hour prayer vigils 
to community-wide rallies. 

The goal of "200 1 . Pray 
Around Africa" was to have as 
many people praying in each 
country of Africa as possible 
and even more support around 
the world. More than a thou
sand volunteers joined the call 
to pray on site in the country. 
Even more joined in praying 
from·their homes and churches. 

. ,. . -

WMU associations/ team does missions 
Leading activities for senior adults in an apartment complex 
in Elizabethton are two members of a seven-membef. 
Woman's Missionary Union team from Nashville Baptist As
sociation. The team members are Nelda Brown, second from 
left, president, WMU, NBA; and Judy Scott. The team, repre. 
senting five churches_, worked July 15-20 with residents of 
two apartment complexes in a ministry coordinated by Seeley 
Brumitt of Hale Community Center, Watauga Baptist Assoc;. 
tion-. Other team members were Janice Cox, Ba 
Hoskins, Reba Johnson, Lola SorreNs, and Anne Towns. 

The event was coordinated 
by Anita Hunt and Sharon 
Pumpelly who began working 
on logistics for the special .event 
.two years ago . . 

"Once you write down the 
needs of Africa, there's nothing 
to do but pray," Pumpelly said, 
noting the "situfttion. is so much 
bigger than any of ~s." _ 

Among tho~e w_ho reported 
to the IMB their prayer activi
ties were at least tw-o groups 

from Tennessee. • 
Christians from t"h.e 

nessee State Prison for 
in Nashville joined in 
They prayed for 24 hours, 

-hour each on their knees 
dividual cells. 

Silverdale Baptist '-'U~ .... 
Chattanooga hosted a cu.v~, 
event, reaching across 
national lines. Prayer 
met in individual homes 
tercede for Africa. • 

Bush apprOves portia/funding ofstefu-celi resea 
By Bob Allen 
.For Ass6cia.ted Baptist Press 

· CRAWFORD, Texas- In a 
much-anticipated decision that 
seemed to partly satisfy people 
on both sides of a controversial 
issue, President Bush said Aug. 
9 he would allow federal funding 
of medical research using exist
ing stem-cell lines. 

Bush refused, however, to use 
taipayer funds for development 
of hew stem cells for rese-arch 
from about 100,000 frozen em
bryos that exist in fertility clin
ics in the United States. 

Bush has reportedly strug
gled· for months with the ques--

. ' 
tion of whether to fund scientific 
research on stem cells derived 
from human embryos. 
'( , In making up his mind on a 
crn-'cision that he called an "ethi- · 
cal minefield," Bush said he 

' sought advice from scientists, 
scholars, bioethicists, religious 
leaders, doctors , researchers, 
members of Congress, his cabi
net, and friends. 

$'I have given this issue a 
great dea~ of thought, prayer, 
and considerable reflection," he 
said. "And I have found wide
spread disagreement. 
. "My position on ~ese issues 
is shaped by deeply held beliefs," 
Bush said'. "I'm a strong support

.er of science and technology, and 
believe they have the potential 

. :A: ne~ 
~!~~~i~:::·~· m~.: a,j ori.ty 'of- . such ti.ulC!if1[)'g~~tf)t'$; ~n~'''( 
A .· ' rt federal embryos Cl<'l•n:e~~,~~t: ,~,._-•. "" 

4i5t};:g,"-oJ~ •. 9~~i · airr kinds or celts: e' 
stem-~:eHresear~h._ Stem cells, wll~!;.~~cf:{l:~n : be 

8'~1e,ty.:eigkt percent of those used to grow ' tis~·e., anit oT-
~ . .:+. .... ...... ·..... '; .· 

survey;ed f?l'i]>_por't government gans, are considered:~~~ -:So:me 
fu~d'ihg of~r~·search on stem scientists to offe-r · 
cells ::ft()m ~dults y and 55 per- tial of trea /!;icTii!''~-,..:~.au 

" ,. ·" :<-: • • ' 

·cent ·~up-pod such funding of of diseases i 
ref>ea,r~rt·,:OtJ, .C1eu.s frolJ! embryos adtilit:§:~ 

t.ments at 
', 

for incredible good - to improve 
lives, to save life, to conquer dis
ease .... 

"I also believe human life is a 
sacred gift from our Creator. I . 
worry about a culture that de
values life, and believe as your 
president I h<:!-ve an important 
obligation to foster and encour
age respect for life in America 
and thraughout the world." 

Scientists say stem-cell re
search offers promise for. break
through treatment of debilitat

. ing il1nesses includiJ?-g. diabetes, 

· neurological diseases, and 
spinal-cord injuries. Many pro
life Christians, however, believe 
human life is sacred even in its 
earliest stages and shouldn't be 
used for research. -

In resolving the dilemma, 
Bush sought a middle-ground 
position. Since obtaining the 
stem cells requires the destruc
tion of embryos, the president 
said the government would fund 
continuing research on the more 
than 60 stem-cell lines that have 
already been harvested but 

. would ~ot allow taxpayer 
i-ng on research that 

· harvesting of new ceLls. 
The Bush proposal also 

eludes funding for aacunona 
·search on adult. stem cells, 
have some of the chatracteru 
of embryonic cells but dOill' . ' 
pear to be as flexible. 

Bush's decision brought 
warm acceptance from peop! 

both sides. Supporters 
search were gratified that 
would be made availa ...... 
worried that limiting res:eu 
existing lines might 
progress. Pro-lifers cre,ane 
president with assuring 
embryos would be 
with tax dollars but rea:re 
decision would en 
practice with private 

Richard Land, p ........... I"J 
the Southern Baptist Eth~CS.1 
Religious Liberty 
who earlier urged Bush 
fund such research, said be 
"deeply disappointed" with 
decision. "I fear that this f 
halting step in the directio 
embryonic stem-cell reset 
will build pressure to cross 
important moral barrier bat 
the killing of more embryel 
obtain their stem cells." 

Despite that, Land comm 
ed the president "for a reflec: 
thoughtful speech" to "chaJD 
the humanity of human 
bryos." • 



royer should precede min ·stry: 
y Lonn Wi ey J tr) ,"' P1er on a ad, notmg II •1 h , God 1 lim 

• erso 
t.sotiStand Reflector that too often people do the m to th pl d p 10 my 

mm1 try fir t, then follov. at ov.n hfi nd to 11 oth to do 
BRE 'TWOOD - The Tcn

c B ph t Conv nt1on' 
w prayer coordmator prnc

ce whot he preaches - he 
rays often nnd regularly, and 
ith (i rvency. 
Don Pter on has prayed 

·om all walks of Southe rn 
pt1 t lafc - from layman to 

BBILOr to mis ionary to direc
of missions und now as a 
ommntJonal worker with 
tate convention. 

One thing he has learned 
t prayer over the years is 

t 1t must be a priority. 
Prayer is n ot somethi ng 
at is ~acked on at the end of 

lll. rnnthing you seek to bless," 
d Pierson, who joined the 

staff in July after serving 
e past four years as director 
missions in William Carey 

nptist Association , based m 
nyetteville. Prior to that he 
rved as .a Southern Baptist 
issionnry w1t} the Interna

l Mission Board in Belize 
d as a pabt.or in North Car-
na. 
"Prayer should precede min-

w1th prayer. th m ," h 1d 
P1crson is the first t.o admit nd h y.; con td nn 

that he does not understand the dcca 10n to JOtn th TBC 
why he is in h1s new role. tnff and ,.., a h ting II the 

He and has wife had just rca on h houldn't tnk th 
built a new "dream home"' near pos1tion, he rea liz rl he wa. 
Fayetteville and he was happy "choo mg things" ov r God. 
in his role as director of mis- "If that' my life v rs , how 

• 
stons. could I say no to thi opportu-

He also feels there are prob- nity. To say no was to ·ay no to 
ably people better suited for God." 
the position of prayer coordina- Pierson hns identified three 
tor. goal::i he would like to accom-

Yet, Pierson knows without plish as prayer coordinator. 
a shadow of a doubt that "God The first is to ns...;;ist church-
has put me he re and that is all es and association~ to develop 
that matters." a comprehensive, Great Com-

As one might expect, a lot mission prayer ministry that 
DON PIERSON sits tn hts office of prayer went into Pierson's undergirds all they do in the 

decision to leave a comfort- at the Tennessee Baptist Con- church or association. 
ventton Baptist Center. 

able position for a new posi- In the short time he has 
tion within the state conven- lize. spent with churches across the 
tion structure. Though the The verse calls upon people state, Pierson said he senses 
convention has had part-time to "b r eak up your fallow "God is leading more and more 
prayer coordinators in th e ground." of his people to seek him with 
past, Pierson is the first per- Pie r son 's "fallow ground" a renewed fervency. 
son to fill that role on a full- was hi s relationship to God "The development of indi-
time basis. and his prayer life, he recalled. vidual and church prayer life 

Pierson turned to Hose a He committed then to im- seems to be Er priority among 
10:12, his "life verse" which he prove not only his relationship God's people at this time," he 
adopted while serving in Be- with God but his prayer life a s observed. 

Pa r on· 
id nttf) th T nn •p I'· 

on of pr ) r,'" p op I ' ho 
hn .. • a n of God' lim to 
n mina try of prny r: 

He wants to commumc t 
pray r n cd , not only for th 
tote conv ntion but I o for 

churche. and nn ... ionor1 , to 
these .. int rce ors'" m ord r to 
hn"e •unified pr y r upport"' 
in Tenn e. 

Final1y, Pi rson' third go I 
is to be used personally to .. m
spire believers and church to 
set the 'plow' deep in th 1 r 
live~ and setting ." 

Pierson acknowledg"d God 
already working in prny"r live 
throughout the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. 

"My desire is to pull it to
gether and create o unified 
prayer ministry for the stute 
conventton and our churche 
and associations," Pierson 
said. • 

.. mall· congregation houses two ... 
- Continued from page 1 
ru e Faith Ch urch, which 
a nted to use the South Gate 
1cility for a special event. 
)uth Gate agreed and soon a 
dationship was formed be
vecn Samuel Sims, pastor of 
rue Faith, and Puckett. 

Avila called Puckett back to say 
he had a pastor lined up to start 
a mission at South Gate. 

church and touching lives is 
what we're called to do," Puck
ett s.aid. "You don't have to be a 
big church to reach out and be 
involved in missions." 

Born-again Christians as likely 
to divorce as other adults 

Puckett learned True Faith 
hurch was paying about $800 

nn apartment club house 
s~veral hours on Sundays. -- . d he leo rned True Fa1 th 

sn't aligned wtth any denom
tion or entity. 

nder guidance from Puck
, T rue Faith members 

· arned if they took a ste p 
ckward and accepted mission 

South Gate could spon
;r them und would allow them 
. meet at its facility. 

Since then True Faith Mis
on has joined the Tennessee 

ptist Convention and 
ashville Baptist Association. 

is year the congregatton re
ved a $25,000 grant from the 
C which allowed it to pay off 

.. bt on land it is buying. The 
:l urch is growing, drawing 
out 50 to Sunday afternoon 

orship, and saving to build its 
fncili ty soon. 

Beginning a 
Hi panic mission 

At the end of ln~t year, 
ckctt nid he felt God lend

' htm to mves tigat" whether 
uth Gate could begin n His
me congregation. He knew 

ll n d ex• ted from his con
lets ~•th m ny Hbponic~ in 
l uth l hville communi-

Puckett contacted Chuy vii. 
r the TB ~tnff nd in wee.k 

Puckett said he was shocked 
at the quick re
sponse, but up
dated South 
Gate's l eader
s hip team, 
which agreed it 
was time for 
South Gate to 
sponsor a His- ....__ __ . . . 
pamc m1ss1on. PUCKETT 
The congrega-
tion agreed unanimously. 

Mision Hispana South Gate 
was started in January by Al
fonso Zavala, a biv ocational 
pastor like Sims. Zavala is also 
a seminary extension student 
who attends Spanish-language 
classes held through Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., at Nashville 
Baptist Association office. 

Mision Hispana draws about 
20 members to Sunday morn
ing services and more to a 
Wednesday evening Bible study 
at Zavala's home. More Hispan
ics attend the Bible study be
cause Catholicism has taught 
them 1t is wrong to uttend a 
Protestant church 

Members of South Gate 
Church are work ng with Mi
sion Htspana to help it grow. 
Members of both congf\egations 
plan ltl offer English as a Sec
ond Language classes and to 
hold a community outreach 
event. The event will introduce 
the congregation to other His
panic~ in the neighborhood. 

Benefitn 
UGetting outside of our OYi n 

"It's neat to have black and 
white and brown all together," 
said Puckett, a dding the con
gregations have learned from 
each other in joint worship ser
vices and fellowships. 

Puckett noted that South 
Gate not only has a facility, but 
it i s debt-free, so m e mbers 
should be willing to share what 
other members and God have 
given them. 

"Our building is their build
ing," he explained, noting there 
have been no m isunders tand
ings between the different peo
ple using the facility. 

He also reported God has 
provided everything needed 
for the efforts of South Gate, 
even a $45,000 roof for the fa
cility. 

And South Gate Church h as 
not limited itself to assisting 
beginning congregations. Three 
years ago members participat
ed in its first missions trip. A 
team from South Gate has 
served in Nebraska, Indiana, 
and Wes t Virgmia. And two 
members served as part of a 
NBA team in London, England, 
this yea r. Members plan to 
work in Canada next year to 
support the Tennessee/Canada 
Baptist Partnership. 

.. A church should do whatev
er it hns the heart to do if the 
Lord' in it," he said ... If God 
wants u to do it, he'll pro,~de 
the mean for us to do It." said 
Puckett. • 

By Adelle M. Banks 
For Religion News Service 

Born-again Christian s 
are just as likely to get di
vorced a s adults who a r e 
not born-again Christians, 
Barna R esearch Group r e
ports. 

Research ers found that 
33 p ercent of born-again 
adults who have been mar
rie d h ave been divorced 
compared with 34 percent of 
adults not considered born
again Christian s who r e 
ported the same experience. 

The study also found that 
29 percent of Catholics and 
32 pe r cent of Protestants 
have been married and di
vorced. 

"More than 90 percent of 
the born-again adults who 
h ave been divorced experi
e n ced that divorce after 
they accepted Christ, not 
before," said George Barna, 
president of Barna Re
search G r oup, in a state
ment. "It is unfortunate 
that so many people, re
gardless of their faith, expe
rience a divorce, but espe
cially unsettling to fmd that 
the faith commitment of so 
many born-again individu
ab has not enabled them to 
strengthen and save their . ,.. 
marnages. 

He said the people sur-

veyed did n ot claim to be 
born-again Christians but 
met the group's de finitio n 
for them . 

The Ve ntura, Calif., re
search firm a l so studied 
trends in cohabitation. It 
found that 33 percent of all 
adults had cohabited . Twen
ty-five per cent of born-again 
Christians h ad cohabited, 
compared to 39 percent of 
adults who were not born
again Christians. Thirty-sbc 
per cent of Catholics and 30 
percent of Protestants hod 
cohabited. 

The data on cohabita
tion is based on a national 
telephone survey of 1,005 
adults in February and 
has a margin of e rror of 
plus or minus 3 percentage 
points. 

The marriage and di
vorce figures, which have n 
m~rgin of error of plus or 
minus 2 percentage points, 
are based on a combinntjon 
of seven samples of adul 
totaling 7,043 who wc:r m
terviewed by telcphon b -
tween January 2000 and 
July 2001. 

In 1999, the r arch 
finn conducted study that. 
found that born- ga1n 
Christian had light)~ 
higher rate of divorce th n 
those who nrc not. born
again Christian . • 

Ali(Ut IS, 2001/ MR 



By Marcia Knox 
For Baptist and Reflector 

GREENE COUNTY - F irst 
Baptist Church, Greeneville, is 
continuing its Disaster Relief 
efforts by responding to area 
victims of severe flooding. The 
flooding was caused by a series 
of torrential thunderstorms· 
Aug. 3-4 which dumped over 6-
12 inches of rain in parts of up
per East Tennessee. 

Early reports estimated 
damage to 70 county roads, 50-
60 bridges, an elementary 
school, Free Will Baptist Fami
ly Ministries, and numerous 
private residents. No lives were 
lost, but several people h ad to 
be rescued from their homes. 

H olmes vol
unteered 
along with 
others fol
lowing Sun
day church 
services to 
head up the 
Disaster Re
lief ministry 
e fforts not 
only to help 
church mem
bers, but 
other fami
lies outside 
the church. 
Pastor David 
Green· asked 
for volun
teers to help 
the commu
nity. 

The flooding destroyed at 
least 20 homes and damaged 
200 oth ers i n Middle Creek, 
Camp Creek, Horse Creek and 
Paint Creek areas. First 
Church has responded by feed
ing people, cleaning up, and re
moving debris with chain saws. 

T h e 
Holme ses 
took name s 
and sent out 
crews for 
clean up, 

MOVING HOUSEHOLD items from a flooded house are, from left, Keith Webb, Brother
hood director, First Baptist Church, Greeneville; John Walker of First Baptist Church, 
Morristown; and Hank Holmes of First Baptist Church, Greeneville. 

Hollis Marshall, minister of 
education and administration 
at First Church , Greeneville, 
repo.rted the church prepared 
meals for the community, 
which the Red Cross delivered 
to area victims. 

The church prepared 250 
meals on Aug. 6, 200 on Aug. 7, 
a nd 175 on Aug. 8. Ch_urch 
member Ann Williams, who 
contacted the Greene County 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross and volunteered their 
help, was in charge of meal 
preparation at the church 
where around 25 volunteers 
worked during the three days. 

"The flooding was the result 
of rain falling so fast that flood
ing occurred in· the creeks and 
rivers, and also inundating the 
area with so much ground wa
ter that it had no place to go," 
said Marshall. "In addition to 
houses and roads being washed 
away, basements were flooded 
including mine." 

Rosalie Brooks, church sec
retary said Hank and Delores 

furniture moving, and vacuum
ing out water. They also took 
clothing requests for victims. 
Around 20 church members 
and others have worked in 

. mud-out, carpet removal, and 
chain saw teams. 

"The church has helped 20 
families in the church," said 
Delores Holmes. "We are also 
assisting families outside the 
church with ~verything from 
taking up carpets, mud-out, 
and clothing." 

"I have been really touched 
by members of our church who 
went out and bought new 
clothes to minister to families 
whose trailers and houses have 
been destroyed. We are now 
collecting furNiture. Those who 
have greater needs were being 
referred to the Red Cross." 

Keith Webb, the church's 
Brotherhood director, sent 
chain saw crews Aug. 8-9 tore
move limbs and trees from 
properti~s. 

"Because of this disaster, I 
believe there will be more in-

Are your seniors tired of crawling over the 
HUMP? The solution is a 15-passenger van 
with an aisle, raised roof, and electric step. 

Call Tri-State Van & Bus Today! 
1-800-330-3622 

Buses! Vans! People Movers! 
www. tri-statevanbus.com 

Interfaith Evangelism ~sociate Training ' 
There will be an Interfaith ~vangelism Associate 
Training Workshop Aug. 17-18 at the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Building. This workshop is de
signed to assist and equip ministers and laypeople 
to more effectively share their· faith in a post-mod
ern culture. The topic of the workshop is 'When 
Skeptics Ask." The workshop is jointly sponsored 
by the Tennessee Baptist Convention and the North American Mis
sion Board. It will be led by Dr. Bill Gordon, Interfaith Evangelism 
Associate with the North American Mission Board. The cost for at
tending this workshop is $15. For more information on this work
shop or to register call Tim Hill or llka Marks at the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, (615) 371-7916 or e-mail at thill@tnbaptist.org. 

terest in Disaster Relief, and 
the church will shift its focus 
from individual Disaster Relief 
response to do more as a 
whole," said Marshall. 

Marshall also asked for vol
unteers Wednesday night to 
answer phones as part of a dis
aster phone bank for the 
Greene County Partnership. 
They enlisted donations of food 
for Community Ministries Food 
Bank and offers to move furni
ture. 

Towering Oaks Baptist 
Church, Greeneville, also re-

ported several famili~s in their 
church were affected by the 
flooding, according to pastor 
Tommy Pierce. The church re
sponded by taking up an offer
ing and collecting clothing for 
the victims. 

Curt Fowler of Tennessee 
Baptist Disaster Relief from 
West Londsdale Baptist 
Qhurch, Knoxville, is serving 
as the repre~entatiye in the 
area of Tennessee/Voluntary 
Organizations Active. In Disas
ter. TN/VOAD does Disaster 
Relief recovery work. 

Tennessee Baptist Disaster 
Relief had trained several o1 
the Greene County volunteer~ 
in recent training sessions a1 
CarsonSprings ConferencE 
Center in Newport, 

The 'next Disaster Relie; 
Training will be held Sept. 28· 
29 at CarsonSprings. Call thE 
Missions Awareness and In· 
volvement Group for informa. 
tion on volunteering and train· 
ing at 1-800-558-2090 or (615 
371-7926. 

Monetary donations are be 
ing accepted for "Greene Coun 
ty Disaster Relief." Send dona 
tions to Tennessee Baptist Dis 
aster Rehef, P.O. Box 728 
Brentwood, TN 37024-0728. A 
press time on Aug. 13 worl 
was planned to resume afte· 
rains stop. • 

CLASSIFIED 
MINISTRIES - OTHER 

Pianist position available. Firs 
Baptist Church St. Bethlehem 
Clarksville, Tenn. Contact Kevil 

· Roberson at (931) 648-0395. 
•••••••••••• • • • • 

First Baptist Church, Mt. Zion, Ill 
is s.eeking full-time praise an 
worship minister. Please send r~ 

sume to FBC, P.O. Box 137, M 
Zion, IL 62549, Attn. Sea· 
Doughty. 
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nnessee Baptists It ve as ry 
A n v. iJOUm I, 

nn B pt1 h v n tory to tell 

To do lh1 • I have t.o k m} If\\ h t 1t 
1 th t m kcs the Baptr t and R (lector 
umque. 

to h re n - nd n a not lv. l 
new . Yet, B pta h ' n ht to n 

Baptt~t and R flector as comm1tted 
hng th t tory. 

The n wcr i imple. We rc Lhe onl} 
pubhcataon that focu c cnt1rely on what 
Tennessee Baptr t people and church do. 
There arc other public taons that h. rc 
Southern Rapti t Convention-wide news 
and on occasron those publications may 
have a Tennessee Baptist-related story. 
But, week in and week out, we arc the onJy 
publication that consistently reports on our 
Tennessee churche . We reach into nearlv 
52,000 homes each week with a potenti~l 
readership of more than J 00,000 people. 
We also post stories on our Tennessee Bap
tist Convention \Veb site (www.tnbap
tist.org) that reach even more readers. 
Tennec::see Baptists are not only our focus, 
they are our target audience. 

The bulk of our Lon , ho~C\ r, re on lh 
po_Jth·e thmg andt'\ tdu I nd church 
arc do in to reach th1 tnte nnd lhc "'orld 
w1th the good new of J u hn t~ 

b t one nt.cnc de cnbc in a nut-
h t Uu pubhcation i about. 

lcom mor than 15,000 new rcad
w k who nrc p rtic•p~1ting in the 

nee of Baptu;t anti Reflector Day. 
rc undoubtedly many Tennessee 

' '~•"'""' who arc cemg the B&R for the 
t1mc. Our desire is these readers will 
to rE--gularly view the pap4.:r. 

We nl o report on the I rg r outhcm 
Rapti t Convenuon family well n to
nes and article~ designed to prO\•idc help
ful information on church min~:.Lrics and 
family is:,ue . 

In recent weeks "''C have added orne 
new columns that we hope our renders will 
like. Let us know what you like and what 
you dislike. 

make ure people will want to read 
on an ongoing basis, I have to 

tnnlly make sure I am following God's 
nd plan for this publication. My sin

ldcsJrc is to share stories and features 
w God i at work through the people 

~-. .-,.~ to as Tennessee Baptists. What are other purposes of the paper? 

We want to make the Baptist and Re
flector a publication that honors our Lord 
and Sa' ior Jesus Christ. After all, he is the 
only reason Tennessee Baptists have n sto
ry to share and we have a story to tell. B&R 

w can I get this Sunday School going again? 
~~ saying? What kind of influence 

ve you asked yourself this 
ion this ummer- How 
get this Sunday School go

gain'! 
answer this question re

s at least three obscrva
. The first is person, the 
d is relational, and the 
is theological. · 

ow cun I get my Sunday 
going. fo'irst of all, I need 
k out my personal JOUr-

f I'm the p.t$Lor, Sunday 
director, teacher, or class 
r; 1 should nsk some 

JOnt; and seck diligent.!x. 
nn:swcrs I I ere are some 

ons to ask: What's hap
in my life spiritually? 

I learning? What have 
..:---· thnt has worked or 
? Who am I talking to and 
I listened to what they are 

have I been exerting? 
Paul doesn't ask all these 

questions, but he describes why 
we should in I Corinthians 1:5. 
"In Christ you have been en
riched in all your speaking and 
in all your knowledge." 

If we are going to get our 
Sunday School going again we 
must depend on what we are 
being taught personally 
through our relationship with 
Jesus Christ. If our personal 
s pintual journey is not alive, 
then we don't have an effective 
foundation for anything else . 

A Sunday School orgamza
tlon is built on relationships . 
The primary relationship is be
tween the staff, nominating 
committee, and the church 
m ember who is being asked to 
serve in a leadership position. 
The manner in which a person 
is enlisted to serve will be de
scnptive of how they will serve. 
If enlisted in the hallway on 
Sunday morning, that enlist
ment will produce sloppy lead
ership. By contrast if a church 
member is contacted personally, 
by appointment, given thorough 

information about the leader
ship position - then asked to 
pray about the opportunity
more likely the potential leader 
will take the position seriously 
and do more effective work. 

More and more you can get 
your Sunday School working 
again by matching spiritual 
gifts in your potential leader
ship to leadership needs. This 
creates a synergistic experience. 
In I Corinthians 1:7, Paul says 
you do not lack any spiritual 
gift. We have the gifted mem
bers who will lead but is imper
ative to· involve them in the cor-
rect manner. 

If we are going to get our 
Sunday School going again seri
ous effort will be needed to 
match the nght people with the 
right opportunity. 

Staying at the task of getting 
your Sunday School going again 
is WORK. 

There are so many things we 
do in a Sunday School organiza
tion, that we do every Sunday. 
These common experiences like 
ensuring a welcoming environ
ment, greeting guests, praying 
for needs, and sharing around 

God's Word need to be done 
each Sunday w1th passion. 

There are so many thmgs 
that are new each Sunday, like 
a death or tragedy, a new fami
ly, guest, or some logistical 
problem. Each of •these provide 
moments m a Sunday School or
ganization that requires our 
faithfulness. 

Paul described God's faith
fulness to us in verse 9 , "God 
who called us is faithful." If we 
are to get our Sunday School go
ing again it is only through 
faithful work. 

So if you have asked yourself 
the questions this summer, how 
do I get the Sunday School go
ing again - remember - your 
own personal passion and 
preparation. Remember how 
important it is to involve mem
bers so that they value this ser
vice opportunity. 

Remember- God 1s faithful to 
us and our Sunday School and 
therefore we should take the op
portunity to be faithful to our 
Sunday School. • - Holcomb is 
leader of the Christian Growth De
velopment Group of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. 

n't let distractions divert you from God's plan 

many people never reach 
goal which they set for 

selves in their workplace. 
entered their workplace 
clear sense of mission and 
detenninntion "'to make u 

ru•c:e.· Along the woy there 
mbhng, or o sorrow, or 

a sense or failure that the 
t and best of ideaL nrc 

nd may not be reached. 
" r the ye rs. talking with 
IrMa of people who hnve ex

need this trauma, I have 
them exclaim. •How did 

this happen? How and why did I 
miss it?'' 

There are many answers but 
the one factor that I notice more 
than any other is that they be
came distracted along the way. 
Not necessarily "big" things, but 
the distractions were fatal to ac
complishing their goal. 

How does this happen? How 
is one "ctistr acted" in the work
place? 

( 1) Their main goal was never 
firmly established. They did not 
have enough PASSION. 

(2) The opimons nnd sugges
tions and urgings of others at
tracted them away from their 
own goal. 

(3) The '"grass .. sPCmed green
er in another project or direc
tion. 

(4) They did noL est.ablish a 
~tandard (plumbline) to recog
nize distraction-. 

(5) They did not realize that 
.. good things" often are the ene
my of the best. 

(6) They did not weigh care
fully th e counsel they were re
ceiving (Psalm 1). 

(7) They did not affirm (daily) 
their goal. 

(8) Sometimes, successes 
along the way can distract and 
get us stuck there. 

Today: 
(1) Restate your original goal, 

given by God to you for your 
workplace. 

(2) Determine if you are still 
"on track" or have moved away. 

(3) Ask God for clear discern
ment on your life in your work
place. 

(4) Seek counsel from pro\·en 
Godly men/women whom God 
has placed near you 

Jet:u:-l warned his disciples, 
"'... eek fu:-t the kingdom of 

God, and his righteousness and 
everything else will be added to 
you ... "(Matthew 6:33). 

The apostle Paul said about 
his life as he came to the end of 
his journey, " ... I do not count 
myself to have a pprehended; but 
one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind and 
reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead, I press toward 
the goal for the prize of the up
ward call of God in Christ Jesus" 
(Philippians 3:13-14). 

Guard your heart against fa
tal distractions that will draw 
you away fTom the one thing 
God would do through your life 
in the workplace. Take some im
mediate and careful teps to do 
this - now! • - Blackaby, co
author of Expenencmg God, now 
serves as prestdent of Henry 
Blackaby Mtnislnes. Repnnted 
from Bapt&St Press. 

eflection 
b.> Lonn \\ U.: 
tt:htor 

Move over Sodom, 
you have company 

Baseball, hot dog , nppl p1 , 
and gay and lesbian nigl1t? 

Say it's not so. 
· But the short. hcndlinc on tho 

next to lust page of the sp(lrl 
seclton in the Aug. 6 edition of 
The Trnn(•ssean rend: "Brnvcs 
set gays, lesbians night." 

Had it mentioned n Califor
nia team, I probably would not 
even have been surprised. But 
the team mentioned wus nol 
San Francisco, Son Diego, or 
Los Angeles, it was Allantn -
"America's team." 

It •s the same Atlnntn thnt 
probably is the largest city in 
what is considered the .. Bil51c 
Belt." It is the same Atlnntn 
that for years housed the South· 
ern Baptist Convention's llomc 
Mission Board, now the North 
American Mission Bourd which 
has relocated to the Atlnntu 
suburb of Alpharetta. 

How could Atlanta, which is 
home to hundreds and hundreds 
of churches, allow itself to con
sider hosting Lhis evert? 

It all boils down to money. 
The article was condensed 

and didn't provide many details, 
so I checked out the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitutton on the In· 
ternet. 

Sure enough, there was u 
much longer version in their 
Aug. 6 edition. 

It noted that the Braves were 
basically doing their part to help 
the city of Atlanta attract the 
2006 Gay Games, or what l'J 

commonJy referred to as thP Gay 
Olympics. Braves spokesman 
Jim Scultz, who has had to rc· 
spond to criticism over the club's 
action, told the paper "it su•rtcd 
as a business decision more 
than anything." 

The AJC article not. d thut if 
Atlanta is awarded the game 
"the economic windfall could 
r each $500 million. If pa t 
games arc a good indicotor, th 
week-long event would brin 
more money to metro Atlont 
than the Super Bowl. Major 
League All-Star Game, SEC 
football champion hip, and 
Peach Bowl oombincd."" 

If Atlanta ge v.;hat at ·on • 
omewhcre down th ro d at un

doubtedly wall t hat at d -
serves 

~ov O\' r Sodom nd Go
morr h, you m y oon h v 
company. • 



With week of activities 

hite, black churches begin new relationship 
For Baptist and Reflector 

MILAN -The late after
noon heat of early July had 
climbed to a sultry 98 degrees. 
Children stood in line for pop
corn, cotton candy, and a 
chance to bounce in the inflat
ed Moon Jump. Clowns min
gled about making balloon ani
mals, hearts, and swords. 

Armed with hot dogs and 
bags of chips, children gath
ered at the base of a five-foot 
puppet stage. Rows of metal 
chairs facing a flatbed stage 
were filled with a black: and 
white crowd fanning th_em
selves vigorously while sharing 
in the same festive experience 
-a neighborhood block party. 

The July 7 block party, 
which drew 250 people, and a 
Vacation Bible School and re- . 

vival were held at New St. 
John Baptist Mission here by 
another black congregation 
and two white congregations. 

The churches help-ing New 
St. John Mission were First 
Baptist Church, Milan; North
side Baptist Church, Milan; 
and New Victory Baptist 
Church, Rutherford. The event 
was the first result of a new re
lationship between the church
es. 

New St. John Mission is a 
beginning congregation which 
draws 60 to Sunday morning 
V?Orship. Working through 
Mississippi River Ministry of 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, which is coordinated by 

· Randy P~ol in Tennessee, the 
church requested help with a 
Vacation Bible School. Pool, 
based at 9ibson County Bap-

tist Association, Trenton, 
shared the needs of New St. 
t!ohn with other area congrega
tions. Soon the four churches 
signed a covenant to work to
gether to help New St. John 
Mission. 

The block party also was 
supported by many other 
churches and community 
groups, reported Pool, which 
provided music, drill teams, 
entertainment, and speakers. 
They included Greater Saint 
Luke Baptist Church, Jackson; 
and Clowns for Christ of Fruit
land Bapt ist Church, Hufi?...
boldt. 

Then the Gospel was pr~
sented and people moved ·from 
the metal chairs and the choir 
to speak to the pastors, report
ed Pool. One man rose from his · 
lawn chair under the tree next 

to his house. Slowly he walked 
across his yard to the church 
property. He made his way be
tween parked cars onto the 
parking lot. Finally the man 
nervously approached a pastor. 

The VBS was held by a team 
from five cburches in Missouri 
and revival was led by a speak
er from Mayfield, Ky. 
. As a result of the activities, 
three people made professions 
of faith and one other person 
joined St. John Mission. 

"There is no doubt in the 
hearts of all involved that only 

. . 

God could have orchestra 
such a happening," said P 
referring to the week of act 
ties. 

"He (God) not only br, 
down the wall of sin that se 
rated us from him, he has r 
broken down the wall of , 
tinction that separated us fJ 
each other:" • 

THE JULY 7 block party in Milan was a project of the Mississippi River Ministry involving two white 

SIGNING .A COVENANT to help New St . .John Mission anc 
pastor, Leon Taylor, second from right, ·are pastors of the tl 
'other churches, from left, seated, Skip Parvin, First Bat 
Church; Todd DeLaney, Northside Baptist Church; and Thol 
Bester, New Victory Baptist Church. Standing, center, is Ra 
Pool of Mississippi River Ministry. · churches and two black churches. · 

Lloyd 81 clcwell reports he is learning, healin ••• 
- Continued f~om page 1 
dent. He wanted her to hear it 
in person from a friend. 

Blackweli said after that he 
can't remember anything for 
weeks. And he can't remember 
the initial pain. 

That is another blessing 
from God, said Jodi. 

A long process 
Lloyd Blackwell, who had 

just served at Linden Valley for 
a year and was enjoying it, 
found himself in Vanderbilt 
Hospital's Burn Unit with 50 
percen.t of his body burned. 
Forty-five percent of it, includ
ing his legs , hands, and fore
arms, had third degree burns. 

. He endured five surgeries 
and 78 days of hospitalization 
during whicli infections caused 
portions of skin grafts to 
"melt," Jodi reported. He had 
to learn to walk and form a fist 
agam. 

He . struggles with his 
propensity to grow a lot of scar 
tissue. He wears a pressur~ 
garment 23 hours a day and 
must endure physical therapy, 
which is "uncomfortable," for 
the next two years. 

Blackwell faces the possibili- · 
ty of minor surgical proce
dures. In a year his strength 
will return and in five years his 

·recovery will be complete. 
Positive outlook 

With a serious expression on 
his face, Blackwell explained 
because of the accident he has 
a more valuable watch. It has 
smoked glass, he quipped. And 
it took a burning and kept on 
turning, he continued, adapt: 
ing the old Timex wat.ch joke. 

He actually still wears the 
watch he wore in the accident. 
He did have to replace the L 

watchband, he said: He and 
Jodi use humor to help th~m 
deal with the ramifications of 
the accident. . 

"I fast-forwarded through 
Kubler-Rdss's stages of grief,.'' 
he said_, referring to Katharine 
~ubler-Ross, the author on 
grief. Jodi is still working 
through them, he added, as 
they shared an intimate smile. 
. He's glad to report he's back 
~t work at the TBC Baptist 
Center while he is in the 
Nashville area, and hoping to 
return to LindenValley in Sep
tember. 

Currently, he and his fami
ly, including Brook, 4; and Au
tumn, five months, continue to 
live with Ll~yd's parents, Bill 
and Muriel Blackwell of Brent
wood. 

He drives himself to work 

and to physical therapy 
at Vanderbilt. "I can grab 
the steering wheel with 
seven out of 10 fingers so 
I'm good to go," Blackwell 
said proudly. 

And h~ can type, al
though "not very well," 
he admitted. He is trying 
to read all of th~ e-mails 
he received at work dur
ing the past four months. 

Blessings 
The couple can identi

fy many blessings from 
God they have received 
throughout :the experi
ence, they said. 

Doctors at Vanderbilt 
predicted Blackwell would 
be hospitalized so days. JODI BLACKWELL leads Lloyd through physical therapy, which he 
Instead he was there 38 .do five hours a day. 
days. He also was treated at a ·quest for prayer spread so 
rehabili~ation facility. quickly a friend in Nashville 

His propensity to grow a lot learned of the accident from a 
of.scar tissue h as confounded friend in Honduras. 
therapists, which is not unusu- The couple said they have 
al, j6ked Jodi, since his person- b·een comforted by the hun
ality is conf0unding. But he is dreds of expressions of support. 
doing well in spite of it. He has been visited by pastors 

They'have been awed by the from across the state, some of 
support, especially prayer sup- whom he barely knew, said 
port, they have received from Blackwell. 
Baptists and Christians. "It's ·been overwhelming," he 

Before Lloyd arrived at the said. 
hospital by helicopter, friends The couple ask for continued 
had arrived. By e-mail, the re- prayer, that the scar tissue will 

grow less and Blackwell 
retrieve his range of mo 
and strength. And with hij 
rectness, he also asks f 
prayer that God will r~1 
how God will use this exl 
ence in his life. 

"I wonder what kind of J 

istry is going t-o come Ol! 

this?" asked Blackwell, re, 
ing his optimism and faith: 

For information on avo1 
burns, the Blackwells r 
people to www .nlm.nib. 
medlinepluslburns.html. • 
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1bu 

rers extends ministry as ~cartoo 
WI ey went to them 

.snd Reflector and ked 1f he 

LJNBURG - P tor 
Aj rs of Roonng Fork 

Church 1 more than a 
r of t.h Gospel - he' 
cscnbcd •cartoon evan-

pra 1, Tile Mountllin 
fGotlinburg bc.-gon pub

•P.K ."' {Preacher's 
n ongoing comic strip 

Ayers. 
e t h en, o few other 
on pu blications have 

the cartoons. 
c 1t o an extended 

ry," aid Ayers, a 
urg nattvc who is serv

,,, ... .,.n ch u rch where his 
r , Shirl Compton, 

could u • their 
nnme . He re
minded them 
the characters 
would always 
remain ages 12 
and 5. He 
didn't want 
them to be em
barrassed in 
their teenage 
years by the 
cartoon bearing 
their names. 

va 

h a r tcr member and 
rs himself was an 

rt1cipant during his 
ildhood and teenage 

"They were 
fine with it," 
Ayers said. 
"They look for
ward to the car
toons." Ayers 
also involves 
his sons and his 
wife, Tammy, 
by having them 

ONGOING CHARACTERS m the PK comic strip drawn by Pastor David Ayers of 
Roaring Fork Bapttst Church, Gatlinburg, are, from left, Chris, Buddy, Heather, 
John-Davtd, and Aaron. 

ebody mfg! t .read a 
·who wuuJd f.l vcr come 
·h,'" Ayers observed 
usc of thnt rcaRon, the 
urg pastor often t r ies 

a n "evangelistic mes
somc of his cartoons. 

cr itique the cartoons before 
they a rc published. 

The cartoons also include 
three other regular characters 
- Chris, Buddy, and Heather 
- who are loosely based on 
''real» people, Ayers said. 

"The cartoon is about how 
they look at life, especially how 
they look at church life," he 
said. 

veto be humorous, but 
bring out a point or a 
re," said Ayers, who 
is cartoons ns "Dr. Drawing the cartoons on a 

week ly basis is t ime con su m
has been d rawing for ing, Ayer s adm itted. H e 

Dne of his "heroes'' as a draws the cartoons fr eehand, 
as cartoon ist Charles but is learnin g how to u se t h e 
of "Pean uts" fame. He compu ter to add color an d en
t some of his drawings han ce the a ppear an ce of his 
n uts" characters to work . 
und the cartoonitit After his cartoon s began ap-

.............. ,.., und ::;l'nt him two pear ing, Ayer s began praying 
""r•v cartoons. Unfor- for t h e Lord's gu idance on 

y, Ayer s s1ghed, that - wheth er to continue the car-
1970s nnd those car- toons as part of his mimstry. 

ve long since disap- "I prayed that God would 

a year ago Ayers be
see a purpose for his 

recalled. 
I 'C~~:,uu to d ra w pictures 

sons, Aaron, 12, and 
avid, 5, p utt ing them 
'ous situat ions. 
he decided to begin a 

ased on hi s sons, he 

FRANKIE. JOHN
~D ANDI WERE 

TALKING ABOUT 
DADS. HOW MUCH 

'S YOUR DAD MA 
!.-----~v--

let me know the cartoons a re 
m aking a d i ffer ence,'' he re
called . "That afternoon I re
ceived a card from a lady who 
said sh e a lways gets a mes
sage out of t h e car toon strip 
and asked me to keep it up. 

"That con firmed t h at I 
needed to con tinue pursuing 
the strip as a ministry," satd 

WELL. MY DAD WORKS 
FOR THIS WHOLESALE 
SUPPLY STORE IN 
TOWN AND HE MAKES 
$45,000.00 A YEAR. 

~--------~-----,/ 

Ayers, who has been 
pastor of his home 
church since 1996. Pre
viously he served as 
associate/youth pastor 
at Cartertown Baptist 
Church, Gatlinburg, a 
non-Southern Baptist 
church where his 
brother, Mitch, IS pas
tor. 

One of Ayers long
term goal s is t o have 
th e strip. syndicated in 
newspapers acr oss the 
country. "If it's the 
Lord's will, it will hap
pen," Ayers is con-
vinced. 

---
Ayer s has a passion 

for t h e cartoon min
istry. 

"It's a different feel
ing from preaching a 
message God has called 
you to preach, but at 
the same time, it's ful
filling." 

PASTOR DAVID AYERS of Roaring 
Fork Baptist Church looks over some 
of his "P.K." comic strips. he cartoons 
are published in The Mountain Press 
of Gatlinburg, and some Christian pub
lications. The cartoons wt/1 appear reg
ularly in the Baptist and Reflector. 

The Gatlinburg minister 
noted that one of his strongest 
gifts is that of encouragement. 

"I want these cartoons to be 
an encouragement to people, 
to make them smile. I guess I 
sort of break out of the stereo-

THATS PRETTY GOOD 
BUT MY DAD WORKS 
FOR A COMPUTER 
COMPANY AND HE GETS 
$60,000.00 A YEAR. 

type of what people think a 
pastor is supposed to be like, 
but I really enJOY life. 

"I am not a great artist nor 
do I claim to be, but if these 
kids can make someone think 
of Jesus, my talent has found 
a purpose," Ayers said. • 

by David Ayers 
'VE GOT YOU BO 

BEAT. MY DAD IS A 
PREACHER AND HE 
MAKES SO MUCH IT 
TAKES SIX MEN TO 

I JL .. ,RRY IT AU. 

1MB appoints 
enn sseans 

to mission field 
For Bapt1st snd Refleclor 

RICHMOND - The South
ern Bupti t I nt rnat1on I t. · 
s ion Board ha. appomtcd two 
couples with s trong 'T'cnncSS€:~c 
ties to ~ervc oversea . 

Cookeville pastor .Jam 1 lone 
Jr., of Midwny Bnpltst hurch, 
and his wife. Linda, were nmong 
47 people appointed Aug. 2 dur· 
ing a service nt Glonetn, o Ltfc
Way Conference C<>nt ·r tn New 
Mexico. 

The Malones 
will serve in 
Brazil where he 
will be involved 
with church 
planting and 
she will be in
volved in out
reach work 
through their 
home and 
church. 

Malone is a 
native of 
Loudon and is 
the son of Jerry 
Malone and the 
late Henry MaJ
one. Linda Mal-
one is a native 

J. MALONE 

of Maryville L. MALONE 
and is the 
daughter of Jack nnd Ruth Rich· 
esin of Maryville. 

The couple has a grown son. 
Al so appo1n t~d were 'l'cn

nessee natives Larry and Susan 
McCrary of Al
pharetta, Ga. 

The Mc-
Crarys will 
serve in Spain 
where he will 
serve as a team 
coordinator for 
missionaries in 
the area. Hi s L. McCRARY 
wife will s up -
port the work ..---~---....... 
through their 
home and 
church. 

McCrary is a 
nat.ive of 
Knoxville and 
is the son of 
Earl and r1ory 
McCrary of Sc- S. McCRARY 
vicrville. He IS 

a graduate of Carson-N m n 
College and South...- tern 8 p. 
tist ThcoiQgJcaJ mmary 

Su n McCrary 1 1 o 
Knoxville natlv nd 1 t.h 
daughter of L rry nd D1 1 

Trivette of th t aty 
They h v t o c:h1ldr n, 

egan Yor , born m 199J nd 
Parker Franklin, bo1 u m 1 - • 
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Sanitized movies arrive iri video stores 
By Shelvia Dancy 
For Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON- If only. 
The words roll from the lips 

of dissatisfied movie-goers far 
too often for Dick Rolfe's taste. 

"How many times have you 
heard someone leaving a movie 
say 'that would be a great fami
ly film if only there wasn't so 
much violence,' or 'if only there 
wasn't so much sex it would 
have been a great movie?'" said 
Rolfe, president of the Dove 
Foundation, a Christian non
profit media watchdog. "We're 
trying to get rid of the 'if only.' " 

He already has in some cas
es. Courtesy of a partnership 
between Rolfe's Michigan-based 
organization and New Line Cin
ema, four major studio movies 
have hit the video rental mar
ket scrubbed free of profanity, 
violence, and sex. 

''There's a huge audience seg
ment that is turned off by enter
tainment right now, so we're of
fering edited titles that the peo
ple can get for themselves," 
Rolfe said. "This is the first 
time the general public h as 
been able to do that." 

The first edited videos -
"Lost in Space," ''The Bachelor," 
"Blast from the Past," and "The 
Mask" with Jim Carrey - hit 

shelves in April in Target, Wal
Mart, and K.mart stores around 
the country, Rolfe said. 

For years studios were luke
warm about the idea of re-issu
ing sanitized movies for the 
video rental market, Rolfe said, 
even though edited films are 
routinely aired on airline flights 
and television networks. 

"Now that the video industry 
has competition like DVDs, pay
per-view) and satellites, studios 
are more interested in finding 
ways to keep earning as much 
revenue as possible," Rolfe said. 
"This is certainly one way to do 
that." 

Mindful of disclosure agree
ments with the studio, Rolfe 
would only say that the first re
lease ("The Mask") "did very 
well considering the little pro
motion put behind it. 

"I would say that the evi
dence of the success is that 
(New Line Cinema) has come 
back to ask us to consider en-· 
dorsing more titles," he said. 

By the t ime edited titles 
wend their way from the studio 
to th e family r oom VCR, the 
usual suspects have been left on 
the cutting room floor- "gratu
itous violence, immorality, and 
profanity," Rolfe said. 

But "we're as interested in 
the context as we are in the con-

tent," he added. 
"In some of these movies there 

are some mild, implied portray
als of immorality but these por
trayals. are neither glorified nor 
promoted nor condoned - there 
are appropriate consequences for 
the behavior," he said. 

Though some critics com
plain that the edited movies 
strangle artistic integrity, Rolfe 
said that argument is "a pretty 
shallow protest. 

"NBC paid $30 million for 
the rights to show the movie 'Ti
tanic' on television, and no one 
complained at all knowing full 
well that the television network 
would remove the nude scene 
and the other scene showing 
fornication in the car," Rolfe 
said. "It seems to me that cre
ative integrity is easily compro
mised in Hollywood if the dol-

. lars are there." 
The sanitized movies arrive 

as Hollywood begins its own re
treat fr om the scr een .fare 
whose heavy sprinklings of vio
lence, profanity and sex earned 
the wrath of politicians and the 
Federal Trade Commission. In a 
report released last September, 
the commission charged the 
·movie, video game, and music 
industries with r outinely tar
geting R-rated material at chil
dren as young as 8 years old. 

''That report blew the whistle 
on Hollywood, and now Holly
wood has been forced to tone 
down its mater ial somewhat," 
Rolfe said. ''They can't get away 
with that sort of stuff anymore." 

Nor will they want to if con
sumer s start "putting th eir 
money where their values are," 
said Rolfe, advocating a nation
al "buy-cott'' of 'family-friendly' 
entertainment. 

" 'Buy-cotts' send a clear 
message tha t studios can un
derstand wh en they look a t 
their balance shee t s," Rolfe 
said. "The power of the purse is 
greater th an the power of the 
pen when it comes to commer
cial entertainment. When con
sumers begin to exercise that 
power th ey will be amazed at 
how quickly Hollywood will re
spond." 

An industrywide . change of 
heart may be slow in coming, 
but "we have:_ to start by getting 
Hollywood pointed in the right 
direction," sa id Rolfe. 

"H ollywood is cons-tantly 
checking the bott~m line to see 
what sells, so if the money trail 
is heading in one direction, then 
that's the direction Hollywood 
will follow," he sa id. "We just 
want to encou :r;age them to 
move in this family-friendly di
r ection." • 

• 

CLASSIFIED 

MINISTRIES - MUSI 
Growing church in northw. 
abama is seeking minis 
music . Resumes ace· 
through Aug . 31 at FBC 
Box 236, Killen, AL 3564~ 
Personnel Committee. 

••• ••••••••• • • • • 
Smyrna Baptist Church, c 
Hill , Tenn., is seeking a 
time min ister of music 
growing congregation. F 
send resume to Smyma 1 
Church, P.O. Box 456, c 
Hill, TN 37034. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
For Sale: 13' Solid Oak 
Call (931 ) 761-3257. ............. • • • • 
For Sale: 32 pews. 16 1, 
long, dark wood grain 
backs, green upholstery 
If interested call East 
Bapti st Church, 2244 I 
Bluff Rd. , Jackson, TN ~ 
(731) 424-2261 . 
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· tour high ights 
JLLE - Ea t 

B pt1 r cent 
opportuntty t.o 

and th m1 1on 
ry n ds m the 
manly referred 

ach1 . 
up pnrt1cipntcd 

r pon orcd by 
loon.n Bapt1st Con

angcJism/M is-

• ·stry eeds o 

-
tcgJcs Group to 
ppalachian Re
i try (ARM), a 
tcntional mis 
sc to the sp•ri-

"""''cal needs of 
mg m the Ap · 

ntcd to make 
arc of selected 
tcs and the wide 
ministry oppor
vailablc,'' said 
mothers, TBC 

TBC STAFFER Beverly 
Smothers and Btl/ Barker, 
national coordmator of Ap
palachtan Regional Ministry, 
recently led a bus tour of 
four East Tennessee sites to 
make people aware of needs 
in the area. 

DIREC TOR Jean-Ann Washam, 
rtght, of Samantan House, a home
less mimstry based in Jefferson City, 
and Alea Capaldi, a senior at Car
son-Newman College and a summer 
mtsstonary, related their ministry to 
those touring ARM sties. 

DENNIS CAGLE, director of missions 
for Gramger Baptist Association, 
bnefed bus tour parttcipants on the 
needs in resort ministry at Cherokee 
Lake. - Photos by Charlotte Benson 

inlist who co
he bus tour. 
oup saw mi n

olvihg in.n city 
day mmi trtes, re
s, home repair, and 
, Smothers said. 
on the tour includ

vmcry Village and 
eights Baptis t cen

'"'""''ille. The centers' 

ministries includ e providing 
food and clothing, worship ser 
vices, tutoring, and more. 

As he was leading the tour 
at Western Heights, director 
Tom Everett reminded partici
pants of Matthew 25:40: ''Inas
much as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of thes e 

brethren, ye h ave done it unto 
me." 

J esus went into the mids t of 
the people, Everett related. "['d 
much rather do missions than 
talk about doing missions ." 

The group also learned of 
ministry needs and opportuni
ties at the Appalachian Out
reach Center in Jefferson City 
and resort ministry opportuni
ties at Cherokee Lake in 
Grainger County. 

Bill Barker, the regional co
ordina tor of ARM who is based 
in Sco tt Depot, Wes t Va., 

shared more d et a ils about the 
Appa lachian min istry. 

He caution ed tha t work in 
the region is like a crackpot 
(slow). It is not a place to ex
pect microwave results , he ob
served. 

Yet, he is optimistic about 
what is happening in the 10-
state region compris ing Ap
palachia. "God is at work. It is 
exciting to see what God is do
ing." • - Story includes report
ing by Editor Lonnie Wilkey and 
Charlotte Benson, a writer from 
Oak Ridge who was on the tour. 

AKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF YOUR CHURCH FAMILIES. 
OPE FOR THE HOME will make a dynamic difference in the lives of families in 

your church. Some of the churches that have already experienced the 

blessings of a HOPE FOR THE HOME Weekend include: 

• First Baptist Church, Albertville, AL 

• First Baptist Church, Hilliard, FL 

~ First Baptist Church, O'Fallon, MO 

~ Second Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, KY 

• Northside Baptist Church, Valdosta, Georgia 

...,. Poplar Springs Baptist Church, Meridian, MS 

• Forest Hills Baptist Church, Franklin, TN 

HOME can make a • tn your 

E HOME.org 

Mountain Ministry 
Summit slated 
For Bapttst and Reflector 

JOH ON C ITY - A 
M ountutn l ini try ummat 
h ighlighting App~ 1 ch inn Rc· 
gional Ministry (ARM) will be 
held ept. 27-29 l Ccntr I 
Baptist Church her . 

ARM i n 10- tate, mt n-
tional mis ions repon to U1 
spir itual and ph} ical nc d of 
pe rsons l ivi n g in the Ap
palachian region . 

The S ummit begins on S pt. 
27 wtth a Mission Fai r nt 
p.m., followed by dinne r. lt ul o 
will feature p reach ing , fe llow
ship, networking , a nd b renk 
out groups focus mg on vnriou tl 
minis try areas. 

The registra t ion fee fo r th e 
Summit is $15 and s hou ld be 
sent to ARM, 1 Mission Wny, 
Scott Depot, WV 25560. 

F or m ore information , con 
t a ct Bill B a rke r , n a t iona l 
ARM coordinator at (304) 20 1-
5057. • 
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NAMB employees 
leave over statement 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARE'IT A, Ga. - Three 
of the North American Mission 
Board's 200-plus management 
and professional staff members 
have left the agency after stat
ing they could not conduct their 
ministries in accordance with 
the Baptist Faith arid Message 
as adopted by the Southern 
Baptist Convention in June 
2000. 

A copy of the SBC statement 

of beliefs was forwarded to th e 
management and professional 
staff in May, along with a one
page form asking their affirma
tion of and their commitment to 
w ork in accorda nce with the 
BFM, Martin King, NAMB's di
rector of convention relations, 
told Baptist Press Aug. 3. 

King said a memo from 
NAMB President Robert E . Rec
cotd asked. the management and 
professional staff for account
ability to the .SBC and to be in 
step with N~B trustees, who 
have formally affirmed the 
BFM, as well as other SBC 
agencies. 

The first par t of the form 
asked the staff to reply yes.or no 
to the statement: "I have read 
and am in agreement with the 
current edition of the Baptist 
Faith and Message.". 
· If "no" was selected, the em
ployee was asked to explain 
"any area of diffe;rence." ~ 

The second pa rt of the form 
stated, "In ~ccountability to the 

North American Mission Board process to affirm the BFM and 
and the Southern Bapt ist Con- t o explain any areas of disagree
vention, I covenant t o carry ou t ment, and that process contin
m y resp on sibilities in a ccor- ues, King said. 
dance with and not. contrary to Now , NAMB is asking its 
the current edition of the Bap- management and professional 
tist Faith and Message." staff to do the same as the mis-

Several other employees stat.: sionaries, King said. The agency 
ed areas of disagreement with has not asked current mission
the BFM but signed ~he second aries to reaffirm the BFM as 
part of the form affirming they adopted by the SBC in June 
could conduct their ministries in ·· 2000, he said. 
accordance with the SBC state~ The three staff members 
me:ht of beliefs, King said. These leaving NAMB's staff are Gerry 
responses are ·being reviewed by Hutchinson, manager of church 
NAMB's executive leadership, · and community ministries evan
King said. . gelism, who resigned effective 

The request for affirmation of July 31; Donoso Escobar, associ
the Baptist Faith and Message ate in church and community 
is not a new practice· at NAMB ministries evru1gelism, who has 
or its_ predecessor, the, Home retired, co1:mting previous de
Mission Board, King said. nominational experience; and 

All NAMB missionaries cur- . George Pickle, chaplaincy asso
rently serving and ·those who ciate for health ca11e and pas
h ave served in the past 10-20 toral counseling, who also has. 
years were ~sked as part -of the retired.-• 
application a.nd ipterview 

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES 

M~.;:~.durers ~ 
, TOLL FREE ~~ 
' 1 ·800.446-7.400 

FAX: 804..a22-2210 . _ Sleeples 

P.O. BOX 2250 .• O,anville. Virginia' 24541 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1"800-ZSi-0679 

www .fibefglasschurGhprod.com 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

C~A.PENTER BUS SALES, INC. 
3511 HIXSONPIKEaCHATTANOOGA, TN37415 

ZOOI Model: $36,900 (New) 
2000 Model: $3S,OOO (New) 

. 

(800) 370~6180 
"RAISED ROOP' VANS IN STOCK 

• Center Aisle 
• Low First Step 
• 2/1 Seating Bucket Seats 
• More Headroom 
• 15 PassengQrs (no COL) . .' 

Editor ·. 
The national headquarters of Wtv1U is seeking . three individa-

• 
als to plan, design, and produce missions education curricu-

l~m materials. A masJer's degree, three years of work experi

ence in the area of church leadership, youth/students, or lan-: 
· guage groups, and South em Baptist membership is required. 

www.carpenterbus.com 

Previous editing experience and a master's degree from a 
seminary or divinity school is preferred. Send res.umes to Hu
rnan Resourc~s via ·fax at (205) 995-4i2?, e-mail at 

, . • n ·, , _ \ 

hr@wmu:~rg, or US mail at 100 Missionary . Ridge, OBirmfng-

Nation's #1 church bus dealer ham, AL 35242. --. ~ 

Wilson's Church Interiors, since 1982! 
Pews = New + Refinishing + Upholstering 

Steeples, Baptistries, Furniture, 
Carpet, Chairs ' 

Call 1 ~00-844-1911 
www.pews.net 

e-mail: wilway@peop.tdsnet.com 

Myrtle Beach 
New 'Additions - 2 Pools 

Groups of up to 150 
Ocean View Retreat, 307 1st Ave. 

(843) 626-7069 
www .oceanviewretreat. org 

Pews, pulpits, baptistries, 
steeples, stained glass, carpet 

VAN WINKLE 
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

& PEW UPHOLSTERY 
Box 501 , Fulton, MS ~8843 
in MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624"9627 
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800:821-7?~<>'-

New Lower Rates For 
Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11.03 $15.49 
35 $11 .16 $15.75 
45 $20.87 $35.18 
55 $43.71 $80.85 

Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN) 
Toll Free 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.) 
Level death benefit term that does not in
~rease for the first 15 years. Written by-an 
A-plus Life insurance company. Preferred 
male rates illustrated above. Please call 
for other ages and female rates. 

. 

·.clear Creek Baptist Bib~e -.College_ 

Announces· the 
Tennessee Extension Center 

- ~ At -

·First .Baptist Church~ Ki~gston · 
Classes Begin August 27, 2001 

Classes Offered: . 
1. Baptist Doctrine: Monday, 6:oo p.m. to 8:50 p.-m. 

. ' 

2. Old Testament: Thursday, 5:00 p.m. to 6:50 p.m. 
3. New Testament: Thursday, 7:00 p.m. to 8:50 p.m. 

·-

. . 

< 

Early Registration: Augusf23, 2001, 5:00p.m. to 8:00p.m. 
· ') First Baptist Church, Kingston . -

Cost: $125 per_ semester hour · 
(Financial -Aid Available) . ~ 

Contact Information: 
/ -

Clear Creek Baptist Bible College FBC,' Kingston . 
300 Clear Creek Ad 21.5 North ~entLicky St. 
Pinevme, KY 40977 Kingston, TN 37763 
(606) 337-3196 (865) 376-6041 

Dr. Roy Graves - Pastor 

' 

Donnie F.ox - Admissions Dir. 
E-mail: dfox @cobbc.edu . E-mail: royg@ 1 stbaptis~amily.com 

.. 

• .. 
' 

MINISTRIES
FBC, Gideon, Set!lk 

enced full-time 
sumes to AIJen 
pit Committee, P 
Gideon, MO 63848. 

++++ 
New Midway oa1:m~t 
(SBC), a rural church 
tween Kingston and 
Tenn. , prayerfully 
time pastor to guide 

·Worship toward a 
tionship with our Lord 
ior, Jesus Christ. 
resume to S . T ualtJV 

Deer Run Ridge, Klnn 

37763 or e-mail 
streadway@ qsyste 
(phone: 865-376-1851 ). 

MINISTRIES - .. _., 
Highland Baptist c 
Louisville, Ky., seeks a 
mini·ster, of youth 
adults to lead a C1\m:llmuo 

that helps our young 
and learn more about 
and/or ordiAation 
Founded in 1893, HBC 
erat~, CBF 
f~elihg, and hear109 
faith" with 400 active 

. Visit us at www. 
$end resume and 
Minister of Youth 
mittee, Highlar:~d 
11 01 Cher0kee Rd., 
KY 40204. 

PermaRent pan-time 
youth and children 
able at community 
oriented ctilurch. Send 
Search· C0mmittee, 
First Baptist' Church, 1 
Ave:, Old Hickmy, TN 

ML' Olivet Baptist 
•Juliet, Tenn., is 
time minister of 

~ send resumes to Mt. 
tist Churct:t, 7 463 
Rd., Mt. Juliet, TN 

.: .. :.++ 
Calvary Baptist 
City, a co..nse 
Baptist cl;lurctil, is 

' 
it-filled, visionary 
youth to lead our 
sions-minded youth 
the future. This is a 
tion. The ideal"~"' 
sess a passion for 
genuine team spirit 
the other members 
istry staff. Experi 
ferred and seminary 
lege degree is a 
Please send resu 
nel Comrnittee, 
Chi!Hch, 300 West 
Lenoir City, TN 

For Sale: Baldwin 
gan, 2 manual, tirJ:a,'N• 

pedal board with soe:1 
tem. Best offer. (423) 

MINISTRIES
FBC, Albany, Ga., 
minister of orE~sclhOO 
join our ministry 
young families. 
Neil Brown, P .0. 
bany, GA 31702 or 
baptistalbany .org. 



An 01) mp 1c 
equ tnan cha mpi
on wn a ked , llow 
does y our h or e 
know when lt has to 
l ap the hedgeJJ and 
hurdles, and wily 

hor tun' away or stumble? The \'. oman 
·ed. That's simple You tear your heart out of 
Jdy and thruw it over the hedge. (from Lcader
umal) 
urs the answer to that inquiry is to be taken 
c figurntJ\'Ciy thun literally. But the words do 
lly express how vital it is to be fuJJy commit
challenging task. 

hrow your heart into a task is to give your all. 
rnu.o your heart into a task is to hold back 

"'·"·UI your heart into a task is to take a risk. 
row your heart into a task is to act without 

or hesitation. 
goals, challenge:s, and ambitions in your 

t you throw your heart into? I certainly hope 
ry life needs objectives about which you feel 

c people arc passionate about their occupa
show up early, stay late, and pour tbem-

nto t.beir work in order to accomplish their 
ent. with e~< .. uence. Many people are pas

about thf'ir f:1milies. No sacrifice is too h igh, 
ble is too inconvenient for the welfare of these 
loved ones. This, of course, is as it should be. 

olks are passionate about their pastimes. I t 
a recreation activity, a practice of craftsman
a hobby. Their enthusiasm contributes to the 
satisfaction that comes from these activities. 

~ especially grateful today for the people who 
heir heart into the ministnes of our church 
What a special blessing it is to know so many 

e passtonatc about building up, adding to, and 
uting toward a more excellent mimstry. Our 
was founded and built by visionary people 

.rew their hearts into the welfare of this con 
on. Its future will be determmed by those 
c same dedication. Let's throw our hearts into 

k here und see what good things the Lord 
to bring! • - McClusky is pastor of North 

nd Bapt1st Church, Cleveland. 

Start With a 
Smile: Little 
League coach to 
10-year-old: "Do 
you understand 
the value of coop
eration? Do you 
understand what a 

' and that what matters is whether we win to
s a team? Do you understand when the urn

Is a strike on you or calls you out at first base, 
1 't shout, argue, or throw things at the um-

0-ycnr-old: "Yes sir!' Coach: "Then will you go 
lhese thmgs to your mother?'' 

a this Thought: My mother always told me 
nothmg I can't do. Unfortunately, she tells 
dy el e the same thing." -AI Buchanan 

this Scripture: "Exasperate not your 
• - Ephesians 6:4 
this Prayer: Lord, keep me from sattsfymg 

needs through my children. • 

The bod of 
By Paul Frick 

Focal Pa ag · Epll ian 2:11-22 
I lo\ hom tmpro~,: m nt proJ-

m tim th proJ hn..: 
en lied for w II th t ~ere trong nd 
ohd Wall dtv1d hou mto u -

able poe· S tone ,. 11 can defin 
property boundaries The type of 
wall a rc helpful. But walls ca n ex
ist in our human re la tionship . Un
fortuna tely, these r e la tiona l walls 
a Jso ex is t in God 's famil y. Paul 
wrote this lette r to the Ephes ians to 
s ketch out hi:s vision for the church 
as the body of Chris t unified by the 
s a crificial death of .Je u s Chris t. 

pcr-

. l n th e \'eTS , P u 1 m phn z 
Lhc fl:reat di tnnoe tb t istcd 
LVteen Chri t ood the un uvcd Gen
tiles. He say., in vcr e 13 that t.hey 
were far uwnv. T his dis ta n c1• could 

~ 

not be narrowed through human cf. 
fort. Only t he blood of Christ could 
bring near those who were fu r away. 

Our focal pas
sage details how 
Chris t has torn 
down the wall s 
that s epara t e 
people and how 

Familv Bible 
By tearing down 
t h ese wa lls , h e 
gives peace a nd 
t he t ime of h os
tility has ceased . 
The b lood of 

the church mus t seek unity as it car
ries out its work for Chris t . 

In Paul's t1me, the divis ion be
tween Jews and Gentiles was mea
surably wide. Great animosity exist
ed between thes e two groups . In 
verse 11, Paul reminds the saved 
Gentiles (who had been religious pa
gans before their conversion) that 
they were once separated from 
Christ. Paul then unpacks and elab
orates this statement by saying that 
Jesus was the Messiah who had 
been promised to Israel. Since the 
Gentiles were not citizens of Israel, 
they were foreigners and they could 
not anticipate the hope of the 
promised Messiah. In verse 12, Paul 
provides a logical progression as to 
the full meaning of being separated 
from Christ. 

Love rejected 
By Marty Comer 

Focal Passage: 
Hosea 13:1-8, 12-15 

., 

Christ has removed th e walls of reli
gious prejudice and huma n sinful
ness. 

Reconciliation creates unity not 
only between God and humanity but 
also implies the unity of the human 
race. Paul says that there is now 
one man where there were two men 
(verse 15), thus the enmity between 
the Jews and Gentiles h~s been 
erased. Christ's death on the cross 
affected this peace. Christ preached 
a Gos pel of peace and his death 
brought peace to Jew and Gentile 
alike. 

This peace means that the Gen
tiles are no longer foreigners and 
aliens but are fellow citizens with 
God's people (Israel). Paul then al
ludes to the household of God as a 
house whose foundation is the apos-

nerstone. As God had promised, his 
rejected Son became the resurrected 
Savior and Lhe cornerstone of our 
faith . But r ej ecti on is a lways 

pa inful. . Is there any
thing more 
painful than re
jection? Imagine 
the pain in the 
life of a little boy 

Explore the Bible And in the 
eighth century 
B C. it was God 
who was pained 
a t the way h e 
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who is always the las t person cho
sen when the kids in the neighbor
hood pick sides for a sandlot base
ball game. Cons tantly rejected be
cause of his age, his size, or his per
ceived lack of ab1lity, he is chosen 
last and then forced to hit las t on a 
team that really doesn't want him. 
Rejection is always painful. 

When you study the Bible, one 
thing you notice is that people con
sistently reJect the love of God. Con
sider, for example, the hfe of J esus. 
His was a life of repeated rejection. 
At his birth he was rejected by the 
innkeeper and by King Herod. 
When Jesus spoke in the synagogue 
in his hometown of Nazareth, the 
people were 5 0 angry that they 
drove him out of town and attempt
ed to throw him off a cliff. After 
three years of loving ministry, Je::.us 
was ulllmatcly rejected by the en
tire nation nnd wa crucified by the 
very people h e hnd come to save. 
Through the people'. reje ction of 
Chn t, howe\ cr . defea t "' tu rned 
m to \actor) the ton e the 
bu1ldcr reJeCted"' became the cor-

y 

was rejected by his beloved, Is rael. 
Any form of rejection is difficult to 
accept, but r ejection is even more 
dis tressing whe n it com es from 
someone who has been th e benefi
ciary of many acts of kindness that 
you have done for them. God seems 
to lament the fact tha t a fter all he 
has done for Is ra el, they s till have 
chosen t o reject his love. God de
clares that he car ed for Israe l in the 
desert , " in the la nd of burning 
heat,'' but they still r ejected him (v. 
5). He had fed them by giving them 
a land flowing with milk and honey. 
but s till they rejected him (v. 6). 

It s eemed tha t the more bl ess
ings that were give n to Is rael t he 
more they took them for granted, as 
if t.hey were deserving of God's ben
efits rega rdle~s of h ow they r e 
s ponded. The t ribe of Ephraim , for 
example, was .. exalted in Israel'" (v. 
1). They were h onored and followed 
by the other t r ibe of the nat1on. 
But in stead of leading the natton to 
obedience to the coven nt. the) be
cam e engros ed in tho wor hap of 
Ba 1 The1:r reJCCliOn of God i cvi-

u nd proph hri th du r 
comer ton Th hol 
join d th r nd n to m 
a holy t.cmpl in th Lord P ul m· 
phn iz !B to hi r ad lh t th ~ re 
being butlt mto dw lhn m \\ h1ch 

• 
God lives by hi pint. 

With olJ of our mod m mph 1 

on church fociliti , P ul' word rc· 
mind US th a t the body Ol hn t I 

n o t buildings or dcnomin lton l 
s tructures, but is composed of th 
people who claim Chra t a th ar 
Sa,·ior . 

How can the~e ancient word p· 
ply to our lives today? I believe th t 
if you look a round you cnn c dwi
s ions tha t keep people ut o di t.nncc 
from each oth er. Theological daffcr
ences , socia l d iffe rences, a nd eco
nomic differences a rc quite evident 
in our church es. C hri s t co m o to 
earth to bring us peace und unity. If 
our message as the church is to huvc 
any validity, we must demonstrnte 
our unity among ourselves. 

We are not too convincing a wit
ness when we focus on how we a rc 
diffe r e nt rathe r than focu~ing on 
how we are alike. Stnfe is ~o rooted 
in our s inful hves that C hrist's 
peace is the onJy medicine that cu.n 
soothe the restlessness in our lives 
and those who are lost. in their s in. 
- Frick is pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Clinton. 

denced by the way in which t h ey 
treated people ver sus t he way they 
treated the idols they fash i\Jn<'d for 
worship. They served idol,., and ~.lc
rificed humans (v. 2). Th ey l rented 
things (idols) like people and pl.!ople 
like things. T hey cared more about 
the Baal than about babies , as hu
m a n sacrifice was normally child 
sacrifice. 

As has been t he issue throughout 
our study of Hosea, we ure left with 
t h e question of how God responds 
when his love is rejected. Vers es 
s even and eight g ive us four pic
tures of how God will relate lo tho c 
who have rejected his love. He will 
be like a lion , like a leopard lurking 
by the path, like a .. bear robbed of 
h er cubs," and like a wild animal. 
These four a na logies dnscr ibc how 
God's j udgment pouncos upon un 
uns us pecting people und with the 
ferocity of a lion tcfl rs them o part. 
Israel would be devastated by pun· 
ishment that they had cau ed to fall 
upon themselves by their unwilling· 
ne~ to yield to the God who lov d 
th em. 

It is inte rest ing to note thot the 
judgment that i to come upon I -
rael is described n being like "'p ans 
as of a woman in chtldbirth"' (13 13) 
In the judgment that fell upon Is
rael the rejecter became t.h rC)ecu~ 

nd Israel cam t.o now lh p an 
that 1 coused b) reJected lov -
Comer IS pastor, Sanrl R dge Bap t 
Church, le ngton 
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• First Baptist Church, 
Bruceton, has called Terry 
Bradshaw as pastor. 

. • Marvin Cameron, pas
tor, Central Baptist Church, 
Fountain City, Knoxville, was 
called as senior pastor, First 
Baptis t Church, ~ingsport, 
Aug. 5. 

• Travis Tyler was li
censed to the ministry July 11 
by First Baptist Church, Fall 
Branch. 

• Holly Grove Baptist 
Church, Murfrees-boro, has 
called Marvin Eagpn as pas
tor. He will be ordained Aug. 
19 at the church. 

ties Aug. 19 beginning at 11 
a.m. A luncheon will be held 
and followed at 1 p.m. by the 
reconstitution service led by 
Jack Goodman and building 

· dedication led by Mike Pen
ni~gton, director of missions, 
Bled~oe Baptist Association, 
based in Gallatin. 

• So:uth Woods Baptist 
Church, Memphis, will host 
David Miller of Heber Springs, 
Ark., w ho will speak Aug. 19 at 
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. For more 
information, contact the 
church at (901 ) 758-1213_ or 
www .southwoodsbc.org. 

• O~k Street Baptist 
"Church, Sodd·y-Daisy, will 
hold r evival Aug. 26-29. 
Harold Hunter , evangelist of 
Nashville, will speak and Gary 
E . Miller of Etowah will lead 
the music. For more informa
tion, call the church at (423) 
332-2300 or Joe Miller, .pastor, 
at (423) 802-9085. 

• First Baptist Chruch, 
Fall Branch,, youth · served in 
Hatfield; Penn., recently. They · 
led Backyard Bible Clubs, pro:. 
vided concerts riear retail es
tablishments, and conducted 
evangelism. Adults helped con
struct North P enn B aptist . 
Church. Also the church dedi-

• Royce Baptist Church, 
Oak Ridge, will celebrate its 
50th anniversary Aug. 25-26. 
On Aug. 25 a Special Recogni
tion Service will be held from 
1-3 p.m. and a Youth Reunion 
of youth from 1980-90 will be 
held at 6 p.m. On Aug. 26 spe
cial activities include a 10 a.m.- cated newly constructed office 
service and luncheon. For more space and choir room, remod
information, contact royce@- el ed space, and a new sig_n 
korrnet.org. July 29. Attending were for-

e t B t
. t mer pastors E. W. Barnes, A.V. 

• orners one ap IS N' h 1 d v· t W 11 . ·- 1c o s, an 1c or a ace. 
Church,, Newport, constitut-· . . · . 
ed as a church Aug. 19. • Arlington · Baptist 

' Ch1,1rch, Knoxville, will hold 

MARCIOUS DIBBLE, 9_7, hands a drink to a particip-ant of the 
Vacation Bible School at Mt. Hermon Baptist Church, Savannah. 
Dibble works every year serving refreshments to participants who 
form bonds with him and is the first to sign up each year at the 
church. Pastor Artie Rivers says it is a joy to see senior adults 

·like Dibble who will not believe they are too old to serve the Lord. 

. • First Baptist Church, 
Decaturville, . will celebrate 
. its centennial anniversary 
Sept. 15-16. On Sept. 15 activi
ties will be held from 10 a.m. -
2 p.m. On Sept. 16 activities 
include a luncheon, and after
noon history focus, and music 
program featuring the group, 
F our Fold. For more informa
tion, contact the church at 
(731) 852-4611. 

• Lincoya Hills Baptist 
Church, Donelson, sent a 
team of five .adults· to serve in 
Maryland recently._·The team 
conducted prayerwalks, dis
tributed "Jesus" videotapes, . 
and led Backyard Bible Clubs 
which drew 32. At least three 
families were reached for the 
church the team helped. · 

sult, 16 peop.le made profes
sions of faith and others made 
other spiritual ~ecisipns . 

• First Baptist Church, 
Jackson, sent a team of 24 to 
Rio de Janeiro, Ju.ly 27 - . Aug. 

~ to support the Tenness 
Baptist Pa"(tnership. 

• Lake Drive Ba 
Church, Sale Creek, w 
ebrate its 53rd annive 
with homecoming acti 
Aug. 19. J.D. Carnes, ~ 
will speak, a luncheon , 
held, and an afternoon 
program featuring Men , 
vary and Janice and Seal 
dergrass will be offered. 

• Weakley Count3 
tist Association, ba 
Dresden, sent.a ~ission 
to West Virginia Tecefttl 
result, 18 people made 
sions of faith. 

• Bledsoe Creek Baptist a Prayer of J abez Conference 
Church, Beth-page, will dedi- Aug. 19-20. Rick Shaum of Col
cate its new fellowship hall, re-:- orado will speak. For more in- · 
constitute as a congregation, · formation, call the church at 
and hold homecoming activi- (865) 522:5189. • A team of 12 from First 

.-----------------------------. - Baptist Church, Kenton, 

A TEAM FROM Natchez Trace Baptist Church, Camden, 
during its recent work in Torreon, Mexico, with missionar 
aid and Car.olyn Hale. Gerald Hale is a native of Camden 
parents were charter members ·of Natchez Trace Chw 
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served recently near Detroit, 
Mich. The team led Vacation . 
Bible School and ministered in 
other ways to children and 
youth who -lived in a trailer 
par-k of 600 families. As a re-

. chwch sent 16 people although it draws only about 65 to 
School. The team helped a church hold Vacation Bible 
build a floor in ·the church facility, distribute ·t.racts and Bit 
hold open-air services. As a result, 40 people made pro 
of faith. The team was assisted by the Carroll-Benton 
tion. 

lo·nes serves as .·erg.a.ai.st of c:hurch. for 40 
··t=or Baptist ancl Reflector · logical Seminary, Ft. Worth, _ 

DYER'SBURG . - Betty 
· Jones, ol'ganist of First Bap

tiSt Church here, recently re
tirea after serving 40 years. 

Jones, a graduate of Blue 
Mountain College, Blue 
Mountain, Miss., not only 
served the church as organist 
but ~lso served as the 
church's first youth minister, 
as pianist, and as interim 
minister of music. 

As a musician at the 
cl:iurch, she worked with nine 

·ministe-rs ef music and sever
al mterim ministers of music. 
She also studied organ at 
Southwestern Baptist Theo-

Texas.; and Um0n l.Jmiversity, 
J ·ackson. Since 1991, she 
played the ehareh's Cassa-
yant pipe organ. · · 

Jones also is a speaker and 
writer. She has written for 
many Life Way-Christian Re
sources publications. She has 
written devotionals,_ Sunday 
School helps, and stories on 
Bill and Gloria Gaither; Diane 
Bish; George Beverly Shea; 
Point of Grace; Phillips, 
Craig, and D'ean; Jim Whit
mire; AI Travis; Sandi Patty; 
and Bahbie Mason. 

She will be · greatly missed 
as organist, reported David 
Willard, minister of music. • 


