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TBC African Americans establish fellowshi 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

tance of having a state organi
zation, McLaurin reported. 

(3) "We want to help one an
other in church plant ing, evan
gelism , and church gr owth ," 
the Union City pastor shared. 

to be cooperative," McLaurin 
said. 

KNOXVILLE- Tennessee 
Baptist African American pas
tors met together during the 
annual meeting of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention to 
form the Tennessee African 
American Fellowship. 

In addition to McLaurin, 
the group elected Thomas 

"My goal is to have each of 
our 70 churches and missions 
involved in every aspect of 
TBC and SBC life," "McLaurin 
added .. ·Hospitals sign purchase 

agreement - Page 2 
,. . . 

-.- . .. .. .. ..... ~ 

Bester, pastor 
of New Victory 
Bapti s t 
Church 1n 
Rutherford as 
vice president. 
Both men are 
bi vocational 
pastors. 

M cL a u ri n 
a dded that 
the fellowsh ip 
wants to en
c ourage 
African Amer 
ican churches 
to participa te 
in and to sup-

He said a c~:mstitution is be
ing drafted for the organiza-

• tion w h ich will meet again orileS.j~-:WJ>(k--te write 
unoti9 'J8C'"hool com

entaries. - Page 2 

The group is patterned after 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion African American Fellow
ship, said newly-elected presi
dent Willie McLaurin, pastor 
of Greater Hope Baptis t 
Church in Union City. 

The new McLAURIN BESTER port the pro-

n ext July during the Black 
Church Leadership Conference 
sponsored by the 'tBC Evange
li s m/Missiqn s Strategies 
Group. 

nion art students pay 
ribute to victims of 

fellowship has 
three p r imary purposes, 
McLaurin said. 

grams and 
ministries of the TBC. 

-
pt. 11 terrorist at-

l"'"'''..;J· - Page 3 

About 38 African American 
ministers voted to ~establish 
the group during their meeting 

(1) "We want to work in har
mony with the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention in fulfilling the 
Great Commission through 
support of the Cooperative 
Program," he said. 

"We want to get on board 
with what's going on in the 
Tennessee Baptis t Conven
t ion," he said . 

Rod Glat t, black church ex
tension/multi-housing special
is t for the TBC, said t he fel
lowship "will help to unite our 
black churches with the con
vention and help them to be 
fully cooperative churches." nd out whqt's going 

n in Tennessee Sap
men's ministries. 

~eH "the Map."-
''_"",...., ... ,. 5-8 

. at New Covenant Baptist 
Church. in Knoxville, hosted by 
Pastor Frederick Brabson, 
McLaurin said. 

Joseph Lyles, outgoing pres
ident of the SBC African 
American Fellowship, spoke to 
the TBC pastors on the impor-

(2) "We want to sensitize 
the TBC and all of its entities 
as to the concerns of the 
African American community," 
McLaurin continued. 

The n ew president noted 
many of the sta te's 70 black 
churches and missions are not 
familiar with all that is hap
pening within the convention. 

"We want to be a help and 
an enhancement to the conven
tion and we want our churches 

The new organization also 
will be beneficial to the TBC, 
Glatt continued, by helping "to 
make the convention what it 
really is - a diverse body of 
Bapt ist believers." • 

". . .. 

w TBC president wants to encOurage young pastors Week of prayer for 
international missions, 
LMCO begins Dec. 2 

and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Kevin Shrum, newly
cted president of the Tennessee Hap

Convention hopes to become an ex
pie for younger ministers within the 
nnessee Baptist Convention. 
"I see it (presidency) as an opportunity 
be an example for young pastors, to 
•w that it is worthwhile to be involved 
convention life," said the 39-year-old 
nois native. 
"' thank God for the previous genera

and their leadership," he continueQ 
~hink they're looking for someone to 
iS the baton of leadership to and my 
1eration needs to step up," said Shrum, 
o was elected to the TBC presidency 
v. 13 by 171 votes (10.8% ofvote) over 
ired Clarksville pastor Verlon Moore, 
nng the annual meeting held at First 
ptist Church, Concord, in Knoxville. 
"Conversely, the previous generation 
st make room for new leadership," ob
ved Shrum, ·pastor of Inglewood Bap
: Church, Nashville. 
Shrum noted his desire is to "involve 
re young ministers in the work of the 
al church, the local association, and 
• Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
"Unless we involve and recruit a new 
1eration of leaders, the work of the 
C will be greatly diminished," he pre
ted. 
Shrum, who holds a master 's degree 

and doctorate from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. , 
bas served Inglewood since 1995. He de
scribes the church a s being in an 
tl.rban/inner city setting. 

SHRUM 

Yet, the church has 
nearly doubled during 
his tenure and has a 
good mix of old and 
young members as well 
as long-time and new . 
Baptists, he said. 

Shrum, whose father, 
Ron Shrum, was a pio
neer missions pastor in 
Illinois when he was 

born and is now a director of missions in 
Kennett, Mo., remains very involved in 
missions work. 

He is especially excited about the new 
partnership with Iowa Baptists because 
ofhis family background and his church's 
involvement in missions. 

"Southern Baptist s and Tennessee 
Baptists always achieve the most when 
missions and evangelism are at the cen
ter of what we do," he observed. 

"I will seek to encourage TBC church
es to be more involved in the missions 
and evangelism efforts of the TBC, espe
cially the newly formed missions partner
ship with the state of Iowa," he pledged. 

During his term as president, Shrum 
said he would love to see baptisms in 
cr ease among the state's churches. He 

wants to encourage people to realize that 
is one of the main purposes of the church 
- to see others won to Christ . 

Shrum also has strong views on other 
matters of interest to Tennessee Baptists. 

In regard to the lottery, he pledged his 
"time, my voice, and my personal efforts 
to the defeat of this ill-advised referen
dum issue." 

The Inglewood pastor, who will serve on 
the committee to study the role of the TBC 
presidency but will not have a vote per 
convention action, supports the concept of 
giving appointive powers to the TBC presi
dent. He also hopes to see a greater num
ber of TBC church members involved in 
the work of the convention. 

When asked why he allowed himself to 
be nominated for the presidency, Shrum 
stressed he did not seek the position. 

When approached by then TBC presi
dent Hollie Miller about allowing his 
nomination, he prayed about the matter 
and talked with the leadership at Ingle
wood, Shrum said. They were very sup
portive, he added. 

Shrum a cknowledged that he is a 
"happy, j oyful conservative" with sound 
convictions. 

"I am my own person, yet at the same 
time I have no ax to grind," he said. "I'm 
not mad at anybody and I'm wi lling to 
work with anybody in as far as that is 
poi'sible," he continued. • - Lonnie 

B?.ptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Tennessee Bap
tists will join with Southern Baptists 
around the world n ext week for a 
week of intensive prayer for in terna
tional missions and the Lottie Moon 
Christmas offer-
mg. 

Southern Bap
tists have set a 
challenging goal of 
$120 million for 
the offering. Ten

the , 
Unfinished 

Task 
"2001 .II 

nessee Ba p tists traditiona lly have 
been strong supporters of this offering. 

The theme of this year's emphasis 
is "The Unfinished Task 2001: Plant
ing With A Passion." 

I encourage Tennessee Baptis ts to 
step up to the plate this year for our 
international missionaries. One of the 
things that makes Southern Baptists 
unique among denominations is our 
support for our missionaries. Their 
d edication and commitment to go 
wher e God has called deserves our 
pr ayer an d fi nancial backing. Let's 
help them complete the "unfinished 
task" this year. • - Lonnie Wrlkey 

Wilkey 
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Baptist, St. Thomas 
hospitals sign · 
purchase agreement 

-

For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - St. Thomas. 
Health Services signed an ·asset 
purch ase agreement Nov. 16 
with Baptist Hospital System 
Inc., moving the two organiza
tions a step closer to becoming a 
single healthcare organization. 

Final regulatory and govern
mental approval of the acquis
tion is anticipated by Dec. 31, 
according to a press release from 
St. Thomas Health Services. 

-. 

Jones, Work to write SS commentaries 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - A Bradley County pastor 
and a West Tennessee director of missions have 
been selecte'd to write Sunday School commen
taries for the December-February quarter . 

Ray Jones, director of missi ons for Big 
H atchie Baptist Association, 
based in Covington, will write 
the Explore the Bible series. 

Jones is a graduate of Bel
mont University, Nashville, and 
holds the master of divinity and 
doctor of ministry degrees from 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 

Prior to becoming DOM in 
Big Hatchie, he served as pastor 

JONES 

of First Baptist Church, Camden, for 10 years. 
He has served as pastor of two other TBC con
gregations- Antioch.First Baptist Church, An
tioch , and Immanuel Baptist Church, Portland 
- as well. as churches in Alabama and Ken
tucky. 

Jones is a former trustee of Union University, 

Jackson, and has served in various capacities in 
the state convention and in associations both in 
Tennessee and Alabama. 

Jones and his wife, Donna, have three chil
dren. 

Jamison L. Work, pastor of Candies Creek 
Baptist Church, Charleston, since 1998, will 

WORK 

write the Family Bible series. 
Work is a graduate of Bel

mont University and holds the 
master of divinity degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Texas, and the doctor of ministry 
degree from Luther Rice Semi
nary, Lithonia, Ga. 

He has held pastorates in 
Tennessee, Texas, and Georgia. 

TBC pastorates include Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Qhurch, Martin, and Calvary Baptis t Church, 
Madison. 

Work has been active in associations in Ten
nessee and Georgia as well as the Georgia Bap
tist Convention. 

Work and his wife, Dana, have two children. • 

The new faith-based health- new location for the ministries 
care organization will be spon- related to his family. 

Regardless, in a Nov. 18 
s tateD;lent, Graham said he 
stood by his earlier comments. 

will join more than 5,000 other 
long-term International Mission 
Board workers already engaging 
1,125 people groups in 185 coun
tries. • 

sored by St. Louis-b~sed Ascen- Most are already in North 
sion Health, the nation's largest Carolina. The younger Graham's 
not-for-profit Catholic health- Christian relief organization, 
care system. Five hospitals in Samaritan's Purse, is located in . 
Middle Tennessee are part of the Boone. The Billy Graham .Train
transaction. In addition to Bap-. ing Center at the Cove is in 
tist and St. Thomas hospitals in Asheville. The elder Graham's 
Nashville, Middle Tennessee home is in Montreat. 

"As a Christian minister, .mY 
calling and focus is to proclaim 
the God of the Christian faith to 
all whQ will listen and hear, and 
to love all people regardless of 
their faith," Graham said. "It is 
not my calling to analyze Islam 
or any other religions though I 
recognize that all religions have 

Medical Center in Murfreesboro, "In the long run, it will allow 
Baptist Hickman Community us to bring a lot more synergy to 
Hospital in Centerville, and the ministry,'' Franklin Graham 
Baptist DeKalb Hospital in · told Religion News Se~ce. • 
Smithville will become part of' 

. differences. In the past, I have 
expressed my concerns about the 
teachings of Islam regarding the 
treatment of women and. the the new system. f. G h d 

Under the new arrangement, • ra am Stan S . killing of non-Muslims or infi
dels. I do not intend to comment Thomas E. Beeman will serve as b 1 

president and CEO of the sys- Y /s1am Statement further." • 
tern. The Baptist Healing Hospi- Baptist Press 
tal Institute, an entity created 
from the sale of-Baptist , will be 
directed by Baptist president 
and CEO Erie Chapman, who 
will remain as president and 
CEO of Baptist. 

Ch apman said the new 
arrangement allows for the pre
servation of "the Baptist Hospi
tal name, mission, and, in most 
instances, local governance by 
the newly appointed board." • 

Graham to move 
headquarters from 
Minnesota to N.C. 
Religion News Service 

MI~EAPOLIS, Minn. -
Leaders of the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic 'Association an
nounced Nov. 15 that they will 
be moving the· 51-year-old orga
nization from its longtime loca
tion here to Charlotte, N.C. 

"Minneapolis has been very 
good to us, but we have run out 
of room to grow," Graham told 
ministry employees as they met 

. for a biennial staff QOnference in 
West Virginia, a ministry state
ment said. · 

Franklin Graham, eldest son 
of the evangelist and CEO of the 
association, said his father's 
hometown was the '"most logical" 

I 

' .. . , .; .. 
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CHARLOTTE, N.C. - Evan
gelist Franklin Graham is not 
backing away fro~ his state

1MB appoints 
record number 

ments aired on a national news Baptist Press 
program that Islam is "wicked, 
violent, and not of the same god." COLUMBIA, S.C. - The 

Graham initially made the re- largest group of career mission
marks in an interview at the Oc- aries in Southern Bl:!ptist history 

. tober dedication of a chapel in was appointed Nov. 13 during 
Wilkesboro, 'N.C.; the remarks the annual meeting of the South 
were broadcast by NBC News Carolina Baptist Convention. 
Nov. 16. But while record numbers of 

"I don't b~lieve this is a won- Southern Baptists are coming 
derful, peaceful religion," Gra- · forward for career missionary 
ham said. "When· you read the · service, the supply of new work
Koran and ~ou read the verses ers doesn't begin to matcp either 
from the Koran, it instructs the . the needs or the opportunities, 
killing of the infidel, for those. International Mission Board . 
that are non-Muslim." Asked by President Jerry Rankin said. 
NBC News to clarify his state- An overflow crowd at First 
ment, Graham stood his ground. Baptist Church here watched as 

"It wasn't Methodists flying 124 new workers - · .including 
into those buildings, it wasn't six apprentices - were appoint
Lutherans," Graham told NBC. ed to overseas assignment_s. 
"It was an attack on this country Thirty-four people made public 
by people of the Islamic faith." ~ commitments to missions at the 

NBC News released the Gra- conclusion of the emotional two
ham interview on the first day of hour service. 
Ramadan, the holiest season of The new missionaries told the 
t h e Muslim year and it has audience how a love of missions 
drawn fire from Muslims as well had been planted in their hearts, 
as the White House. how they had come to under-

A spokesperson for the White stand how much God loves the 
House noted th a t President lost, how they had heard Him 
Bush "views Islam as a religion calling them to share the good 
that preaches peace," and that news of His love overseas- and 
the terrorists 'do not represent how they had decided to obey. 
what Islam teaches. The new career missionaries 

House resolution 
encourages schocJI 
time for prayer 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. 
House of Representatives has 
adopted a non-binding resolution 
encouraging schools· to establish 
a time that students may use, in 
part, to pray for the country. 

The House approved the reso
lution in a 297-125 vote. The 
resolution, which has no stand
ing legally, says, " ... it is the 
sense of Congress that schools in 
the United States should set 
aside a sufficient period of time 
to allow · children to pray for, or 
quietly reflect on behalf of, the 
nation d~ing this time of strug
gle against the forces of interna
tional terrorism." 

While the measure received 
criticism from some defenders of 
church-state separation inside 
and outside Congress, support
ers of the resolution said it is 
consistent with the reactions of 
the American public and its 
leaders. The measure cites Pres
ident George W. Bush's call for 
Americans to pray for those who 
suffered from the Sept. 11 ter
rorist attacks. Its backers also 
said the r esolution provides for 
voluntary actions by students. 

The resolution "would serve 
as a message to school-age chil· 
dren throughout the country 
that we, the members of the 
United States Congress, under
stand that they are living in 
troupled and confusing times," 
said Rep. Walter J ones, R.-N.C., 
adding that it sh ows "we are 
also aware of the immediate 
need to seek solace through faith 
or simply a quiet moment of 
meditation ." • 

. . ... r 



Of Sept. ll trage6y 

Union art students pay tribute to victims 
3y5ara Hom 
=or Baptist and Reflector 

JACKSON - Union Uni
'ersity art students are paying 
ribute to the victims of the 
)ept. 11 terrorist attacks by 
1olding a week-long environ
nental installation as a memo
ial. 

The installation was on dis
>lay Monday, Nov. 12 through 
~onday, Nov. 19. It included 
;,000 white plastic sheets rep
esenting the victims along 
vith 19 black plastic sheets 
epresenting the terrorists tied 
o ropes that are attached to 
~oles which line the circumfer
nce of the campus. 

While students on other 
niversity campuses have held 
rotests, condemning the cur
ent war in Mghanistan, these 

-~ 
·- ~--. .. ... ·-

Union students wanted to do 
something to remember the 
victims of the attacks, and rec
ognize in particular the spirit 
of renewed faith which is be
coming evident across the 
country. 

Eric Botbyl, a senior art ma
jor from Medford, N.J., was 
one of the students who led the 
project. 

"When it [the Sept. 11 at
tacks] first happened, we had 
an art meeting that day which 
had been scheduled before the 
attacks," recalled Botbyl. "All 
we could- talk about though 
was everything that had hap
pened that day and how small 
and worthless we felt as artists 
- we didn't feel at that point 
that we could do anything to 
help." 

Botbyl, who specializes in 

ceramic sculpture, said that 
ideas for a creative response to 
the tragedies were brought up 
at the art department's annual 
fall retreat in late September 
and "it just evolved from 
there." 

In the middle of the display, 
between the Penick and Busi
ness Academic buildings, an 
altar of 12 tons of stone has 
also been built, symbolizing 
the importance and strength of 
faith in times of tragedy. . 

"We built the altar in the 
tradition of the Old Testa
ment," explained Botbyl, who 
pointed out that the patriarchs 
would stack stones to form al
tars when God would do some
thing in their lives. 

"I was reading in Exodus 
where someone asks why an 
altar was being built and they 

said for future generations 
who would see it and ask what 
it was for. That's really where 
the visual aspect comes in. 
This is a visual reminder -
it's not something you can file 
away on a shelf and forget 
about." 

The plastic sheets hanging 
in a line that runs for a lmost a 
mile and a half provokes a very 
physical response when think
ing that each one represents a 
person and in turn a family 
and friends, said Botbyl. 

During the week, a 24-hour 
prayer chain also was held, 
with two art students at the al
tar at all times. One student 
read from the Bible while the 
other prayed for a specific vic
tim's family, the country, and 
the war at large. 

A worship service conclud-

ed the week, on Nov. 19. 
Union University President 
David S. Dockery spoke and 
the Union University Gospel 
Choir sang. 

"In church last week, my 
pastor told us that Americans 
are doing three things - eat
ing more junk food, fa lling in 
love, and praying more," added 
Botbyl. 

"It just seems that thi s 
tragedy has really hit us on a 
lot of levels - physical, spiri
tual, and relational and those 
are the levels we've tried to 
reach with this." • 

ash5r helps lead man to God who is now pastor, friend 
~y Connie Davis 
~aptist and Reflector 

KNOXVILLE- During the 
ennessee Baptist Convention 
nnual meeting Nov. 13-14 
nd related activities here, 

)ennis Deese and Hal Fletch-
r both had responsibilities . 
~letcher, pastor, Ridgeway 
· aptist Church, Memphis, 
as second vice president of 

he convention. And Deese, 
astor, Hunter First Baptist 

.~ hurcht Elizabethton, was 
[resident of the TBC Pastors 
~pnference. __ 

But the two men found .,.,. 
orne time to visit. They are 
pse friends. 
One reason they are close 
ends i~. 19 years ago Fletcher 

elped lead 'Deese to make a 
rofession of faith. 

19yearsago 
Deese was 24 and thought 

(e was living the good life, he 
aid. He was married to his 
hildhood sweetheart, Teri. 
~hey had three children. He 
vas a manager for a chemical 
•lant operator in Live Oak, 
'Ia. And he had a fun hobby, 
took car racing. 

But Deese admitted he had 
been empty all of my life." He 
vas raised by his grandmoth
r. 

Dees e said he knew he 
leeded something spiritual. So 
1e and Teri decided to go as a 
amily to church one Sunday. 
~hey picked a Nazarene 
hurch and on their way, they 
aw a Baptist church. They de-

' ided. to go there. 
On Monday after their visit, 

he pastor, Hal Fletcher, and a 
teacon visited the Deese fami
~· at their home several times. 
>ne time Fletcher joined 
>eese in his backyard. Fletch
r asked Deese whether be 
;ould go to heaven or bell if he 

died that night. 
Deese recalled he told 

Fletcher he didn't want to be a 
"hypocrite and when I got my 
life cleaned up I'd get saved." 

Fletcher responded by 
telling Deese he reminded him 
of Paul. 

Of course, Deese explained, 
he didn't know who Fletcher 
was referring to, since he , 
wasn't familiar with the Bible. 

But that led to a conversa
tion between the two men dur
ing which Deese made a pro
fession of faith to Christianity. 
Then Teri made the same deci
siOn . 

Deese explained one reason 
he made the commitment was 
Fletcher talked about the rela
tionship he needed with God 
rather than attending church, 
like other Christians had done 
who had visited the Deese fam
ily. 

"An immediate burden lifted 
when I prayed to receive 
Christ," remembered Deese. 

A transformation 
Deese said, "I now had some 

hard choices to face." He drank 
alcohol, smoked cigarettes, and 
cursed often. For the first time 
in his life, he began to experi
ence conviction about many 
things he did which were 
wrong, he explained. 

Deese and his wife-made 
their commitment public two 
weeks after making their com
mitment in their home by 
walking to the front of the 
church. Then he realized he 
had left his wallet at home. 
Deese told Teri and then the 
lady who sat beside them to as
sist them with a church mem
bership form about his predica
ment. 

Although it is funny now, he 
seriously thought he would 
have to pay dues to join the 
church. He was assured he 

could make his decision 
without having to pay any 
money. 

A few struggles 
Deese reported he had 

to "basically learn how to 
talk again," he reported, 
and he stopped drinking 
alcohol. 

But the hardest strug
gle he had was giving up 
smoking. He had smoked 
cigarettes for 15 years and 
although he prayed daily 
that God would help him 
stop, he couldn't. He also 
was reading the Bible dai
ly, especially during the 
down time on his job 
where he worked the night 
shift. DENNIS DEESE, left, pastor, First Baptist Church, Hunter, Elizabethton, 

and Hal Fletcher, pastor, Ridgeway Baptist Church, Memphis, are good 
friends and fellow pastors. Fletcher helped lead Deese to make a pro
fession of faith 19 years ago. 

He felt so guilty, he 
started trying to hide his 
cigarettes but a fellow 
worker saw him and chided 
him about smoking and pro
fessing to be a Christian. 

Then one day, about a year 
after he made his profession of 
faith, Deese realized he didn't 
have the urge to smoke. He 
never smoked again. 

His calling 
Deese kept reading the 

Bible voraciously, often 30 
chapters every night. And he 
memorized passages. The first 
year after he was saved, he 
memorized 100 verses. 

His favorite verse at that 
time was James 1:22: "But be 
ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your 
own selves." 

About 30 days after he quit 
smoking, he began to feel bur
dened about something. 

'ti felt God's Word burning 
in my heart to the point I had 
to get it out." 

He talked to his pastor 
about it and Fletcher suggest
ed his feelings might be God 
calling him to preach. 

)I 

Fletcher invited Deese to 
preach at the church. Soon he 
was serving as pastor of a 
church, just two years after his 
profession of faith. Deese went 
on to attend Florida Baptist 
Theological College. 

His ministry 
He has served Hunter First 

Church for nine years and has 
seen it grow from 300 to 500 in 
worship. 

He explained his ministry is 
different from that of many 
pastors because of his experi
ences. 

He encourages Christians to 
talk to people about their need 
for salvation rather than at
tending a church, just like 
Fletcher did when he visited 
him. 

"I'm not trying to build the 
church, but to build people, n 

explained Deese. "As much as 
God calls a pastor to the 
church, he calls a layman to 
the church. The greatest call in 
the world is what God calls you 

to be and you can't do what 
God wants you to do until you 
become who God wants you to 
be." 

He also tries to te ach 
church members to be sensi
tive to people who may not be 
familiar with Christianity and 
church. 

And because he has been 
mentored by Fletcher and oth
ers, he tries to mentor other 
pastors and preachers and en
courage mentoring. Hunter 
First Church holds conferences 
for preachers which foster 
that. 

He is proud to report anoth
er result of his ministry is his 
son , Cody, who is a full-time 
evangelist although just 20 
years old. He is based in Eliza
bethton. 

He and Fletcher still talk 
regularly. In fact, Deese says, 
"I call him often just lo say 
thanks for coming by my home 
and telling me how to be 
saved." • 
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,about letters 
~ ' The editer is Rot bound 

to print aJt letters tbat ~re 
. submitted for publicaJjon. 
'No letters wlU be published 
~that contain known factua1 
errors. It is the responsibili-

• 
ty .of the individual submit-
ting the letter tQ meet 
guidelines. Notification of 

tailore to meet gulde
nne~s is not the responsibili-

of the Baptist and Re
~ctJ"Jf. Letters: 

>- Should deal with 
u1tc~c:ues relevant to T~n

essee Baptists aod 
not deal 

Children can pray 
In reply to the Oct. 31 article 

in the B&R concerning prayer in 
the schools, let me say that in ~1 
years my three children have 
never been stopped from praying 
in their respective public 
schools . They, as all public 
school children, have the right 
and are free to pray or to read 
the Bible anytime they like, as 
long as they do not interrupt 
teaching, distract from class
room time, or proselytize others. 

While Mr. Correa expressed 
concern for c_hildren n_ot allowed 
to pray on President Bush's de
clared National Day of Prayer, 
on the same day I watched a 
public school 's staff gather 
around the flag pole and pray 
prior to the start of the school 
day; I listened at a school as a 
principal said in the opening 
announcefi?.ents during the mo
ment of silence to "use this time 
to pray for, or reflect or meditate 
on the events and people of Sept. 
11." Prayer was allowed in 
school that day and is possible 

.every day in schools across our 
nation. 

Paul instructs us in I Thessa-

lonians 5:17 to "pray continual
ly." The prayers of a Christian 
s tudent, parent, teacher, or 
school staff worker should never 
end at the school door. 

While the Supreme Court rul
ing of years ago changed Ameri
ca' s s chools, today's public 
schools are very different than 
they were at the time of the rul
ing. The diversity of the public 
schools compared to even 25 
years ago has to be taken into 
account. If prayer is "by law'' put 
back into schools, then it will be 
an "equal opportunity employ
er." Perhaps a Christian prayer 
on Monday, Hindu on Tuesday, 
Muslim on Wednesday, Bud
dhist on Thursday, and don't for
get the Satan worshippers on 
Friday. Then what about th~ 
atheist who wants no prayer? 
And who will mandate and over
see this law demanding prayer 
in schools?- the federal govern
ment. 

I am glad my children's 
schools study the world reli
gions, including Christianity, be
cause_ it helps them to better un
derstand why we believe the 
way we do; yet, I don't particu
larly care to ~ave the prayers of 
other religions imposed on them 
regularly, when they can 
presently pray anytime they 
wish. 

While nothing prevents per
sonal prayer in schools, if Mr. 
Correa's desire and purpose for 
the petition is for corporate 
prayer in the school, I am re
minded of God's admonishment 
in Matt4.ew 6:5-6 riot to prar to 
be seen and heard by men, but 
to pray in your room, behind 
closed doors, to your Father. 

Cindy M. House 
Nashville 37214 

Constant tension 
There is a constant tension 

' between perceived political con-
trol via nominating processes 
and perceived political takeover 
via elective/appointive processes 
within our convention. Being 
convinced that there is a median 
point, perhaps we can consider 
the following suggestion. 

The position of TBC presi 
dent, elected by the messengers 
in annual sessioJ'!, carries no on-

. going authoritative direction of 
the processes of the convention 
apart from the moderation of the 
annual meeting, though the TBC 
president is acknowledged as the 
"am~ador" of Tennessee Bap
tists during his·tenure. It seems 
that the typical Tennessee Bap
tists' perception of TBC presi
dent is that of one who is "in 
charge" of process for one year. 
In reality, he has no appointive 
powers, beyond special commit
tees. He serves with the Execu
tive Board for one year and has 
opportunity to participate with
out voting on the Board's several 
committees. 

On the other hand, another 
president, president of the Exec
utive Board, is no!llinated by a 
fellow board member and elected 
the day of the nomination, with
out formal pre-announcement. 

This president moderates the 
meetings of the Board and ap
points a nominating ~ommittee, 
which, in turn, arranges the 
board members into committees. 
These board members have all 
been elected by the Convention 

0 • m sesswn. • 
Rather than changing the 

presidency, TBC to a full ap
pointive post with abilities that 
alter the "balance of powers" 
most of us desire, perhaps it is 
time to allow Tennessee Baptists 
to elect one person to serve one 
year as both president of TBC 
and the TBC Executive Board. 

This provides a median point 
and removes the polarization 
created by the extremes of a 
president with full or large ap
pointive powers and a president 
serving as a "figurehead,-, ambas
sador. A change to bylaws would 
be required both in the conven
tion's constitution and in the 
governing documents of the Ex
ecutive Board. 

This process would preserve 
the committee processes for the 
Convention at large, while ex
panding the abilities of our mes
sengers to select the actual 
leader . of TBC processes year 
round. This is plausible and 
workable and has been ·well re
ceived by individuals vocal to the 
two other prominent positions 
on this issue. 

Wayne Foropoulos 
oakfield 38362 

Good stories 
We appredate a_nd enjoy 

good, positive stories that show 
how Te.nnessee Baptists are im
pacting this state and our world 
for Jesus Christ. - -

· We appreciate yo~ for taking 
a stand,. for spea~ing out. We 
would like to see ·more excite
ment for evangelism and mis
sions ip. our state pap_er. We en
joy reading stories of churches 
reaching out to our communities 
and to the world. 

We desire to be informed of 
issues that affect us as Baptists, 
here in Tennessee, as well as 
other states. We need more sto
ries about men and women that 

· inspire us and encourage pas
tors, leaders, and members of 
churches. 

Leslie and Clara B. Huff 
Nashville 37214 

Thanks for tapes 
In 1952 we ·moved to 

Nashville. The first_church we 
visited was Judson Baptist. We 
did not join because we decided 
to join with a mission ~ongrega
tion, now Glendale Baptist 
Church, because it was closer to 
our duplex. In fact, we are char
ter members of Glendale. 

Now these many years later, 
we again have a tie to Judson. 
Each week I receive a tape 
recorded for the blind and guess 
who does this. I want to thank 
Bill Robertson and all those from 
Judson who are active in record
ing these tapes each week. They 
go to all who are visually handi
capped and in this we we can en
joy the Baptist and Reflector. 

Thank you to all who are so 
faithful in bringing these tapes 
to us each week. 

Dorothy W. Blake 
Alcoa 37701 

Editor's Note: The taping of 
the Baptist and Reflector is pro
vided by the Evangelism / Mis
sions Strategies Group of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. lf 
you know someone who is visual
ly impaired who might benefit 
from this service, please contact 
Melanie Allen of the TBC staff at 
(615) 371-2031. 

Church is blessed 
At First Baptist Church, 

Memphis, we concern not our
selves so much about the place 
of women in the church as about 
the position given to Jesus, the 
head of the church, by both men 
and women of the church, His 

_body. We do seek to embrace the 
all compelling truth encapsulat
ed in Paul's declaration: "In Him 
there is neither male nor female, 
but one in Christ Jesus." 

In this all pervasive and 
growing spirit, throu gh the 
years, we have gone about elect-· 
ing women to serve at all levels 
in our church, including mem
bers of tne board of deacons. And 
the blessings they have brought 
to us from our dear Lord Jesus 
have enriched our entire church 
family. 

This year has been especially 
glorious in revealing the hand of 
God in our midst. The Spirit, as 
we prayed and prayed, asked us 
to come up a little ·higher; and to 

. step aside. This we did and be
held, in pure glorified wonder as 
our blessed Redeemer placed one 
of our own, Ann McCall ~ichard
son, as our associate pastor. Ann 
was the recipient of the _ distin
guished student award at Beeson : 
School of Divinity and. is known 
among women of our_ state as a 
past president of Tennessee 
Woman's Missionary Union. 

Regrettably, only a few 
churches ever reach the level of 
maturity and degree of dedica
tion required to travel this high 
road with Jesus. How blessed we 
are. Not many pastors are se
cure enough to share the pas
toral yoke with another, espe
~ially a woman. Their manhood 
always, and in all ways, seeks 
the. preeminence and must be 
protected at all cost. 

Our pastor, Kenneth A. Corr, 
cares not who sows ~he seed, or 
who waters them, or still, who 
does the harvest, just as long as 
there is a harvest. . 

Leonard W Riley 
Memphis 38115 

Preaching contest 
The Baptist History and Her

itage Society (BH&HS) and the 
H. Franklin Paschall Chair of 
Biblical Studies and Preaching 
at Belmont University are 
cosponsoring a Baptist Heritage 
Preaching Contest to encourage 
preachers to include Baptist her
itage and principles in their , 
preaching ministries. Any 
preacher, currently preaching in 

sQIJle capacity, is eligible to l8b. 
mit an entry. The top three _._ 
mons will receive cash awanta, 
and the first-place award wm ... 
ceive up to $1,200 towards travel 
expenses to receive the award at 
the next annual meeting ofthe 
BH&HS June 20-22. 

Sermons will be judged on the 
basis of biblical accuracy, atten
tion to traditional historical/ 
heritage issues, originality, 
timeliness of topic, quality of 
construction, and ability to moti
vate/inform about heritage is
sues . 

All entries must be mailed to 
the Baptist History and Her
itage Society, P.O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, TN 37024-0728, and 
received by Feb. 1, 2002. 

To secure details about re
q.uirements for submission, 
either write the BH&HS or con
sult its web site: baptisthis
tory.org. 

Charles Deweese 
Brentwood 37024 

Appreciative 
I want to express appreciation 

to the students and faculty of Har
rison--Chilhowee Baptist Academy 
for the wonderful time of worship 
they led the co.nvention in on 
Wednesday afternoon (Nov. 14). 

As the choir sang "Be Thou 
My Vision" in different languages, 
a tear came to my eye. I wondered 
as I looked out on a more than 
half-empty congregation, "Is this 
what our convention used to be 
about?" 

You see, I've heard stories. fve 
heard stories about the excitement 
that once permeated our conven
tion because of missions. I've 
heard stories about how we used 
to gather to celebrate th~ work of 
God through the people in our con
vention. But as a young 22-year
old, I've never gotten to experience 
such a convention. 

Today the greatest excitement, 
·the buzz in the halls, has nothing 
fu do with missions. What gets us 
excited, what fills the meeting 
hall, is not missions_or the work of 
the convention, but the latest 
point of controversy. We've gotten 
hung up (or should I just say 
hung) on petty issues and mean
ingless words. 

I pray for the day when I too 
can attend a convention of Bap-

. tists whose buzz and excitement is 
about the work of God and the 
spreading of the gospel in our 
state and around our world. 

Rusty Edwards, 
minister of missions/children 

First Baptist Church 
Sweetwater 37874 

On memori•• 
In our Dec. 19 issue, 

want to print letters frnlrD

readers concerning a 
Christmas memory as 
lates to your spiri 
church life. If you have 
cial memory, write it 
words or less and m&l~ 
Baptist and Reflector 
Box 728, Brentw 
37024. They will be UIIJII'LI• 

first-come basis as 
available. • - Editor 



the Mission Awareness/Participation 

Following terrorist attacks 

Volunteers from 
By Marcia Knox 
For "the MAP" 

"We could see God at work 
all around us while we worked 
on the Feeding Unit at the 
Floyd Bennett Airport in New 

. York City," according to a Ten
nessee Baptist Disaster Relief 
plue cap volunteer. 

J.D. Moore, a Tennessee 
plue cap and a member of First 
Baptist Church of Middleton 
who worked with a team of 14 
other Tennessee volunteers 
Nov. 1-10 on the Northeast 
Consortium Feeding Unit, saw 
God a~worldtelping Disaster ..... _ ' • . 

lief.w.o-r-ie;r~.:.and New York-.. - -· -. s . .r.."~.. ~ r .. -- .... ':$ J.-: ~ 

"We -saw God at work;.. 
• hrough our prayers, our con-

cern for each other, and our 
daily devotions," sa_id Moore. 
~e also saw people who were 
ery receptive to us and not 
ike the New York first impres

sion of being stuck up." 
The 15-member team of Dis-

aster Relief volunteers from 
~ardeman County and Robert
son County Baptist Associa
tions worked relieving other 
SBC state convention teams on 

-20th annual event 

the equipment from the New 
York Baptist Convention's 
Northeast Consortium Unit 
where they cooked and served 
on average around 1,500 meals 
daily for emergency workers. 

"We worked the morning 
shift on the unit," added 
Moore. 'The Texas team 
worked the night shift. When 
one Texas volunteer fell, hurt 
himself, and had to be taken to 
the hospital, two Hardeman 
volunteers stepped up to take 
his place." 

"Of the four Pennsylvanian 
Baptist Disaster Relief work
ers who worked on our team, 
we prayed for one mother-who 
was involved in a custody bat
tle with her ex-husband and 
gave money to another lady 
who ran into financial prob
lems on the trip." 

"I think we made a small 
impression on New Yorkers. A 
lot of our people witnessed 
during our spare time when we 
were not working on the unit." 

The Hardeman and Robert
son Counties teams were 
scheduled to work on the State 
Disaster Re}iefFeeding Unit 
near the site of the former 

asSociations serve in NYC 
World Trade Center 
when Tennessee Baptist 
Disaster Relief opera
tions ended in Septem
ber, according to State 
Disaster Relief director 
Tim Bearden . 

Others serving from 
Hardeman Association 
were volunteers and 
their churches: Max and 
Barbara Grant, both of 
Parrans Chapel Baptist 
Church; Jimmie Garrett, 
pastor of Dixie Hills Bap
tist Church; David 
Gatlin and Andrew 
Willis, both of Dixie Hills VOLUNTEERS were, from left, first row, Jimmy Harris, Elizabeth Fronk, 

George Hardy, Barbara Ayers; second row, LeRoy Sterry, Wanda Trox-
Church; all ofBolivar; ell, Becky Brown, Yvonne McDonald, Barbara Grant, Max Grant; third 
and James Cook and 
Ronald Wyatt, both of row, Charles Patterson, Andrew Willis, Jerry McClain, Ronald Wyatt; 

and fourth row, Jim Hyde, Jimmy Garrett, J. D. Moore, David Gatlin, 
First Baptist. Church of Lawni Zimmerman and Jim Cook. 
Grand JunctiOn. ' 
· Serving from Robertson As- tist Church of Whitehouse; 
sociation were volunteers and Jimmy Harris, Mt. Carmel 
their churches, LeRoy Sterry, Baptist Church, Cross Plains; 
Bethel Baptist Church, Green- and Becky Brown, Parkway 
brier; Jerry McClain, Hopewell Baptist Church, Goodlettsville. 
Baptist Church; George Hardy, According to Garrett, 45 
Robertson Association team Southern Baptists worked dur-
leader, Grace Baptist Church; ing the week on the New York 
Jim Hyde, Flewellyn Baptist Unit including Tennesseans, 
Church; all of Springfield; Texans, Pennsylvanians, and a 
Charles Patterson, First Bap- white cap frotn New York to 

serve Red Cross workers, fire
men, police and ERVs, which 
ran 10 routes throughout the 
city to emergency workers and 
guardsmen. 

"This was my first trip to 
NYC," Garrett said. "The peo-
. ple were really glad that we 
came, and we were treated like 
heroes. 1 think we left a good 
-See Volunteers, page 6 
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1 Tri-State Camp-O-Ree draws 785 participants to Cordova 
r "the MAP" 

The 20th-annual Tri-State 
Camp-O-Ree, sponsored by the 
Shelby County Baptist Associ
ation Oct. 5-6 at Camp Cordo
va, Cordova, had 785 partici
pants representing RAs, GAs, 
Challengers, Acteens, and 
High School Baptist Young 
Men groups from Arkansas, 

Mississippi, and Tennessee. 
The Camp-O-Ree is a two

day _event where boys and girls 
in grades 1-12 enjoy competi
tion in campcraft and share in 
Christian interest activities. 
Skills were tested in 15 areas 
of competition including Bible 

· Sword Drill, Pinewood Derby, 
Raft Races, Speak Out, and 
Survival ofthe Fittest. 

A total of 31 churches were 
represented including 24 from 
Tennessee, four from Missis- · 
sippi, and three from 
Arkansas. The largest number 
of churches was from Memphis 
or Shelby County area. 

"Attendance was down due 
to severe thunderstorms which 
unfolded as many chapters 
were establishing their camp

sites on Friday after
noon," said conference 
chairman Herschel Wells. 

During the Friday 
night storm children com
peted in a speak-out com
petition on mission sub
jects while younger chiJ
dren did a "show and 
tell." The winners of this 
and other competitions 
were awarded trophies 
and medallions and can 
be found on the Camp-O
Ree web site at http://
www .tristatecamporee.
org. 

Dale Crum, a profes
sional dramatist from 
Henderson, was the main 
speaker. Crum did a pre

HANGING AROUND the campsite area are participants from First Bap- sentation on fishing and 
tist Church, Millington. how fishermen use lures 

y 

to catch fish. Crum said that 
the devil also uses lures such 
as gambling, drinking, and 
smoking. 

Crum spoke on being fisher
men who are fishing for men, 
what kinds of lures a Christian 
needed to be the person that 
God want~d, and how to re
main close to God's principles. 
Several decisions for Christ 
were made. 

In addition to Crum, Bill 
Adams, a physician and mem
ber of Second Baptist Church, 
Memphis, put his bird hunting 
Labrador through a retrieval 
routine. The Memphis Fire De
partment furnished two fire 
engines for the children to ex
plore. 

Inside the Ralph Moore 
Lodge were: eight missionar
ies, Life Way Bookstore, RA 
crafts display by Make Tracks, 
a distributor ofRA crafts for 
NAMB; and West Tennessee 
Wildlife Conservation animal 
skins and stuffed animals, 
Revolutionary War uniforms, 
and rifles. 

Also in the Lodge were 10 
computers with mission games 
and a computer hooked up with 

instant communication to an 
IMB missionary to Kenya, Mike 
Ewing. Ewing of Memphis pre
viously served as a Shelby As
sociation RA director while 
working as an administrator for 
Baptist Hospital. He now 
serves in Kenya as an adminis
trator for a mission hospital. 

Children working on com
puters sent questions to Ew
ing, which he answered imme
diately while displayed on a 
large TV screen. Questions in
cluded: "Have you ever seen a 
lion? Do you live in a hut? 
What time is it there?" Ewing 
stayed up all night in Kenya 
talking on the computer to the 
children. 

The purpose of the Camp-O
Ree is to provide a two-day 
overnight event, geared specifi
cally for children and youth 
with activities, and directed to
ward developing strong Christ
ian relationships and a sense 
of personal worth. 

Next year's event is sched
uled for Oct. 4-5 at Camp Cor
dova. To register see v Ph site 
at http://www. tristatecampo
ree.org. • - Complied from re
ports by Marcia Knox. 



A Word from Boll 
It's safe to say that missions 

are important in the life of 
Southern Baptists. In fact mis
sions are so important that the 
Southern Baptist Convention is 
the largest missionary sending 
denomination in the world. 

Just a few short years ago 
the statistics in the SBC was 
that 80% to 90% of all the mis
sionaries serving on the home 
or international field said they 
first felt God's call to missions 
through either the Girls in Ac
tion or Royal Ambassador pro
grams. These statistics should 
say volumes to us of how im
portant mission education is in 
the lives of our young people. 

Today is a new day in South
ern Baptist mission education. 
Today there are so many offer
ings and so many options that 
there is one that will work in 
your church. I challenge you to 
take a look at what is new and 
what is available. 

There are options for gender 
specific, and there are options 
for co-ed. There are options 

DAVISON 

that work as a 
drop in piece, 
and there are 
new options 
that meet on a 
regular basis. 

The world 
of Southern 
Baptist mis
sion education 
is new and ex

citing; it is a different day. 
Even though the approach is 
new, the content has not and 
cannot change. The content is 
based on God's Word and how 
Southern Baptists are respond~ 
ing to His calling on their life. 
That is not something that can 
be·improved upon! We are 
Southern Baptist s, we do mis
sions, and we teach our young 
what it means to be On Mis
sion! 

The North American Mis
sion Board and the Woman's 
Missionary Union produce ma
terials for Southern Baptist 
mission education. The 2001-
2002 NAMB Education Re
sources Catalog shows many of 
the present options. For chil
dren there are such offerings a s 
Classic Royal Ambassadors, 
Easy Royal Ambassadors, Mis
sionKids, Acts 1:8 KIDS, and 
Loving My Neighbor. For youth 

there are Challengers and-new 
options known as Purpose 
Filled, Mission Skilled. 

The Woman's Missionary 
Union produces the Girls in Ac
tion and Acteens programs as 
well as Children in Action and 
Youth on Mission. The point is 
there are more offerings than 
ever before, and one that is 
sure to meet the needs of your 
group. 

Like other things in life, our 
children, and youth do not 
know and will not pursue the 
direction of mission education 
without the leadership of an 
adult. It is the responsibility of 
u s that know to make it avail
able to those who need to know. 

What is your church doing to 
provide mission education? Has 
your church stopped providing 
mission education for your chil
dren and youth? Has it been so 
long that you cannot remember 
when your church provided it? 
Does your church offer a pro
gram that-has taken the place 
of Southern Baptist mission ed.: 
ucation? 

These are some very direct 
questions, and only you and 
your church can answer them. 
If you read this and do nothing 
about it, who will? So, I chal
lenge everyone that reads thes~ 
words to check into the mission. 
education needs of your church. 
If nothing is done, our children . 
and youth have lost again, and 
so has our future mission en
deavors . 

Southern Baptist s are 
unique in our strong efforts in 
missions. I for one hope that we 
·remain strong in that we make 
a difference in the lives of our 
young people so they can make 
a difference in our world. 

To help in this area, we will 
be offering two new mission ex
periences in 2002. The first one 
is Mission Express for children 
in grades 1-6 and the second is · 
"It's T.Y.M.E." for youth in 
grades 7-12. 

See related articles in this 
issue of"the MAP" for informa
tion on these new mission expe
riences that will help excite 
your children and youth into 
On Mission lifestyle. 

Volunteers from two ••• • 
- Continued from page 5 
impression on New Yorkers of 
Southerners and Southern 
Baptists. New Yorkers saw a 
difference between the Red 
Cross and us. Since we wit
nessed, we made people think 
and ask questions about their 
personal relationship to God. " 

''They were interested in 
who we were, and we were a 
new idea to the policemen, fire 

· department, and national 
guard who came through the 

feeding lines." 
The Tennessean s slept in an 

abandoned airport hanger on 
Red Cross cots and in empty of
fices on the Floyd Bennett Air 
Force Base in a national park. 

Patterson described it as an 
SBC effort since the team 
cooked on New York Unit 
equipment, cooked under the 
Kentucky Unit tent, showered 
and got laundry done in the 
North Carolina Baptist Men's 
Shower Trailer. • 

the MAP 
Mission Express set for March. 8·9 
For ''the MAP" 

Mission Express, an excit
ing new mission experience de
signed specifically for children 
in grades 1-6, will be held 
March 8-9, 2002, at Carson
Newman College, Jefferson 
City. 

project. 
There will 
be a special 
children's 
speaker. 
Every part 
of Mission 
Express is 
designed to 

aged to brine 
their chil
dren . Every
one will find 
opportunities 
and experi
ences that 
will be useful 
in their chil

Sponsored by the Missions 
Awareness and Involvement . 
Group, the rotating event will 

be a teachable moment in 
Southern Baptist missions. 

dren's minis tries. 
. Registration and other in

formation can be found in the 
Mission Express Handbook. To 
get a copy go to TBC web site 
at http://www.tnbaptist.org/
mailmissionexpress.htm and 
down load a copy; or e-mail 
Carol Davidson at cdavid
son@tnbaptist.org. Or calll-
800-558-2090 ext. 2025 to be 

be held each year at one of the 
three Tennessee Baptis t col
leges during spring break. 

Mission Express will offer 
children competition, celebra
tion, and mission information. 
Children will meet Southern 
Baptist missionaries and be in
volved in a hands-on mission 

Mission Express is not pro
gram based, but it is based on 
Southern Baptist missions. 
Open to all children in Ten
nessee Baptist churches re
gardless of their involvement 
in a mission education pro
gram. Those churches who do 
not have an on going mission 
education program are encour- mailed a copy. • 

Wltat's happening arou"d tlte sf~ 
Association Holds 
Event for LMCO 
Each fall the RAs 

of Bradley County 
Baptist Association go 
on a hike or a bike 
ride to earn money for 
the Lottie Moon In
ternational Mission 
offer ing. The first Sat
urday in October is 

·. usually designated for 

the fall activity. BIKERS of .a Royal Ambassador Bradley County Baptist Association 
. On Oct. 22 bike . fundraising event pause during their ride. 

nders and 7 helpers 
unloaded their bikes and lunches at the Chicka- with the tnost overall yardage received the cov-
mauga Battlefield, Ft. Oglethorpe, Ga. Not only eted PPK Champion trophy. 
did RAs ride, but also some family members Knox County Association also held their an-
rode to support the young men. The group en- nual Royal Ambassador Recognition Banquet 
joyed a cool, breezy ride through the park on a Nov. 5. Knoxville News-Sentinel nationally rec-
mapped out 11-mile route. ognized cartoonist, Charlie Daniels was the 

Along the ride in the Battlefield, the boys guest speaker. Special recognitions were also 
read how the Civil War battle was waged, visit- given. 
ed monuments dedicated to the men who fought 
there, and saw wildlife such as deer and turkey. 

One blessing on the ride was watching a boy . 
ride his small bike with training wheels, accord
ing to Stanley Keith, Bradley Association RA 

/ 

committee-member. 
"When the boy got into a spot where he could 

not go, his Dad reached down, took the boy by 
the hand, continued to pedal his bike, and 
pulled the boy along until the boy could make it 
on h is own," Keith said. "This example of father 
and son bonding reminded the group of how 
God reaches down to pull u s along when we 
can't make it on our own." 

At this time the total offering contributions 
have not been t~llied, but in December the mon
ey will be collected, and donated to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering by the churches rep
resented on the bike ride. 

• • • 
Fall Events Feature 
Association's RAs 

The Royal Ambassadors in Knox 
County Baptis t Association have been 
busy this fall with two events: Punt, 
Past , and Kick Contest, and RA Recog
nition Banquet. 

• • • 
Xtreme Mission Group Holds 

• 
Harvest Festival 

Challengers, Acteens, and High School Bap-
tist Young Men ofHaywood Hills Baptist 
Church, Nashville, otherwise known as the 
Xtreme Mission Group, held a Harvest Festival 
Oct. 31 for the Mission Friends, Royal Ambas
sadors, and Girls in Action. 

Mission groups, leaders, and parents p 
pated in costume contests, traditional preschlOO~ 
and children's harvest games such as fish pond 
and apple bobbing,- and crawled through a 
cardboard maze instead of going Trick or 
mg. 

Over 30 peeple attended the first event 
scheduled for the combined mission groups, 
which seek to do hands-on missions. • 

The annual Punt, Pass, and Kick 
Contest was held Nov. 3 at the Knox 
County associational office. The event 
provided the opportunity for boys in 
grades 1-12 to be involved in fun and 
fellowship. Trophies were awarded to 
those who had the greatest overall dis
tances in each category. The church 

CHALLENGERS, from left, Brandon Gill and Brad 
- make balloon animals for GA Rachel Manners at a Hsr• 

vest Festival at a Nashville church. 
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A Word from Gene 
In the last newsletter, I dis

,;ussea the topic of preparing 
eaders, who will direct men's 
ninistry in your community 
md in your church. 

I noted that God examines a 
nan's heart, and I listed sever-
1 characteristics that must be 
•resent before God will choose 
o add His power to the min-
stry of that man. 

Continuing the discussion, 
tere are some practical sugges
jons for preparing leaders of a 
,fen's Ministry. Knowing that 
;od is already at work in His 
burch, part of the job is to 
:lentify those men that God 
as been preparing and has 

WILLIAMS 

gifted for this 
ministry. 

Look 
around the 
church, and 

. .identify that 
or men 
are 

demonstrating 
God's activity 

in their lives. 
If God has 

preparing them for min- . 
·try, there will be no hesita
on to accept the role of Men's 
1inistry leader in your church. 
this does not happen, it 

light be a clear sign that this 
· not the time to begin men's 
'nistry. Do not try to circum

~mt God's timing by placing a 
'sinterested man in a position 
nd hoping for the best. 

After identifying one or more 
:.1en who feel God's affirmation 
> minister among men, the 
jders?ip .team should orga
lze into a core group. Foz:.,e 
mall church, the minimum 

e group could be the pastor 
the men's leader. 

It is desirable to have your 
astor as' a mentor for the 
roup regardless of its size. 
everal men might agree to 
~rve in a larger church. 

The beginning goal of the 
>re group is to become, in 
oo's eye, the men they want 
1e men of the church to be
>me: prayed up, Bible based, 
>mmitted, and active men, 
·ho can truly say they have no 
ther agenda than God's agen
a for their lives. 

Jesus began his ministry 
1is way, and they will do well 
'they follow His example. The 
isciples spent appropriate 
mounts of time praying for 
1emselves and for each other. 
hey were able to hold each 
iler accountable. 

A great number of men to-
3.Y are not satisfied with their 
>irituallives, because they 
ave swallowed the world's def
aition of a man. He is an is
LDd of strength, separating 
imself, making decisions with
lt seeking counsel from above, 
·from Godly men around him. 
he mutual growth that occurs 
:nong a small group of men 
ho draw encouragement from 

and lean on each other in times 
of crisis is critical for prepara
tion of the ,leaders. Once they 
have experienced the thrill of 
feeling God's movement in their 
midst, it will be easy to encour
age others to do likewise. 

The core group should de
vot~ time to identifying their 
spiritual gifts. It is recom
mended that a comprehensive 
study of gifts should be con
ducted at least yearly so that 
suspicions of error will dimin
ish. 

Gift studies are available 
from several different sources 
that provide various approach
es to the same material. As 
each successive study confirms 
the same gift in the individual, 
he becomes more confident and 
sure of his spiritual gift. The 
length of time required for this 
process is often abandoned, be
cause men are by nature quick 
to get to the activities. Too of
ten men want to jump into the 
ball game expecting a confer
ence title without devoting 
years of practice to produce a 
winning team. They want the 
trophy without the required 
training. Successful core groups 
would never neglect this criti
cal preparation of spiritual gifts 
studies for their leaders. 

Men who have sen·sed God's 
leading to minister to men 
must gather the tools necessary 
for that ministry in the same 
way they would gather tools for 
a woodshop. 

As they attempt small proj
ects in the new shop, the tools 
required are relatively simple. 
As the complexity of the pro
ject increases the more expen
sive tools are required. Basic 
training, beginner's shop, 
novice level men's ministry in
cludes tools of learning how to 
give an effective gospel presen
tation. 

Our core group will be min
istering among men without 
previous church experiences, or 
who have a history of fringe 
level involvement. As the core 
group builds a relationship 
with these men, God will pro
vide multiple opportunities to 
testify of God~s redemptive plan 
for all men. 

God has chosen to use us as 
His instruments to distribute 
the good news of the free gift of 
His love through Jesus Christ. 
How tragic it would be for 
these opportunities to pass 
without men having the tools 
necessary for God to do his 
wonderful work of love. Any 
consideration of preparing a 
core group of men's ministry 
leaders would include a wit
nessing school. 

May God bless your church 
as you consider the responsibil
ities involved in preparing your 
leaders for men's ministry. 

the p 

Rememb 
For "the MAP" 

Dear Gene, 
It was good to meet you this afternoon at 

Roy Gilleland's funetal. I first met Roy in 1956 
when he became head of Royal Ambassador 
work in Tennessee as Brotherhood director . He 
was director of RA Camp at Camp Carson. 

He was a man who immediately commanded 
the respect of other men and boys. I remember 
him taking us on hikes on the mountain that 
runs behind Camp Carson. He would give us 
some training before we set out on the hikes. I 
can still hear him saying, "Listen up, fellows!" 
Then he would give us instructions on how to 
avoid snakebites, dehydration, falls, and other 
such snares. 

After I left RA Camp that year, I didn't see 
Roy until 20 years later at Brook Hollow Bap
tist Church in Nashville during a Lay Renewal 
Weekend. I introduced myself and thanked 
him for the influence h e had on my life as a 
boy. I learned in that meeting the passion he 
h ad that all of God's people grow to the full
ness of the stature of Christ. 

It was another 20 years before I again saw 
Roy when my wife was called to Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church in Nashville as organ
ist. On the Sunday we joined Belmont Heights 
Church, Roy came through the line and wel
comed us. In these last five years, I had many 
wonderful conversations with Roy. Every time 

0 Gi I 
I have felt his unswerving commitment to 
Christ, and Roy's encouragement to everyone 
he talked with to keep first things first. 

Trained at the Citadel, Roy served n:> un 
Army Officer in World War II. Several years 
after WW II, Roy 
felt God's call to 
full time ministry. 
In the godly home 
he grew up in, 
with the academic l 
training he re
ceived, the life ex
periences he had, 
the woman of ex
cellence he mar
ried, the godly 
son s he raised, I 
see the pattern 
God was weaving 
in his life. Thank GILLELAND 

you, God! Thank you for bringing Roy into my 
life. 

Thursday night, Nov. 15, when I got the call 
that he had gone to be with the Lord, my mind 
went back 45 years. I could hear Roy say, "Lis
ten up, fellows! Stay on the path. Keep climb
ing. I'll see you in the Father's house." 

Cordially, 
Steve Bond 

Bible and Reference Book Acquisitions 
Editor for Broadman and Holman 

Opportunity available to 'adopt' an MK 
For ''the MAP" drive and if it is bein-g properly serviced; and 

the missionaries also have other concerns. 
Remember what it was like wh~n your chil- . 

dren went off to college. Can you remember 
their empty room, the last wave as you left the 
campus, the silence in the car as you and your 
spouse traveled home? 

Would you like to make a missionary smile? 
Would you like to bring some peace of mind to 
a concerned missionary? Would you like to 
take some of the pressure off of a missionary 
couple that are concerned about their child? 

Many of our missionaries are continents 
away from their college age children wonder
ing how their children are doing. They wonder 
if they are eating properly and who will take 
care of their son or daughter if they get sick. 
They wonder about the car that their children 

If you would like to adopt a missionary kid 
(MK) whose parents serve with the Interna
tional Mission Board, call Carol Davidson at 1-
800-371-2025 or (615) 371-2025 to get the 
name, address and phone number of the MK 
closest to you. • 

It's r. Y.M.E. repla1es 1That Mission Th ng' 
For "the MAP" 

Ministers of youth mark 
your calendars Oct. 18-19, 
2002, for the first "It's 
T.Y.M.E" (Tennessee Youth 
Mission Experience), which 
replaces "That Mission 
Thang." 

A new and excitingly differ
ent youth missions experi
ence, "It's T.Y.M.Ev is de
signed for those who want to 
get their youth involved in a 
hands-on mission experience. 
The experience will be in the 
form of a lock-in style meeting 
with Tennessee Baptist youth 
from all over the state. 

Sponsored by the Mission 
Awareness and Involvement 
Group, the purpose of the 
event is to ~troduce and en
courage missions and mission 
education to youth ministers 
and youth. "It's T.Y.M.E" will 

y 

provide youth and their lead
ers with hands-on mission ex
periences and get them in
volved in missions at home. 
Youth do not need to be part 
of an on -going mission organi
zation. "It's T.Y.M.E" is not 
program based, but it is based 
in Southern Baptist missions. 

The meeting schedule will 
be Friday evening through 
Saturday noon. "It's 
T.Y.M.E" will offer a Mission 
Market Place where youth 
will visit with Southern Bap
tist missionaries, opportuni
ties for personal/group in
volvement in missions, Bap
tist Collegiate Ministries 
from various colleges, and 
youth groups sharing their 
mission experiences. 

A concert by a contempo
rary Christian music group, a 
youth speaker , and a Christ
ian entertainer will be part of 

the program. Saturday morn
ing will be "It's T.Y.M.E," ac
tual hands-on mission projects 
in the local area. 

For the first meeting the 
location will be Carson-New
man College, Jefferson City. 
The event will rotate to other 
Tennessee Baptist universi
ties in the future. Registra
tion fee of $35 per person will 
include everything plus a late 
night pizza blast and aT
shirt. 

It will be an experience dif
ferent than anything youth 
have experienced, and it will 
instill in their hearts to be on 
mission with God. 

Look for more details of 
"It's T.Y.M.E" in "the MAP." A 
promotional poster will be 
mailed after the first of the 
year, and look for a special 
youth web site soon to be 
launched. • 
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Fa111ily Day to be held 
at ·Bristol SpeedVIay 
For "the MAP" 

The fourth annual Ten
nessee Baptist Family Day, 
sponsored by TBC Men's 
Ministries Team, in associa
tion with Holston Baptist As
sociation Raceway Ministries 
and Bristol Motor Speedway, 
will be held Saturday, March 
23, 2002 at the Speedway in 
Bristol. 

This is a great opportunity 
for children, youth, and fami
lies to see one of the most ex
citing races at the most en
tertaining racetrack in Amer
ica during their annual 
Spring Race. Only 5,000 
Family Day special guests 
will join ·over 100,000 race 
fans and experience the 
thrilling Cheez-It 250 
NASCAR Race in a designat
ed non-alcohol section. 

To g~t special tickets call 
Carol Davidson at 1-800-558-
2090 ~xt. 2025 and request a 
special ticket order form. The 
only way to obtain tickets is 
through this order form. The 
order form along with pay
ment ($5 for each child or 
youth to age 18 and $10 per 
adult) must reach the Speed
way by March 1, 2002. Upon 
receipt of the registration 
form and payment, tickets 
will be reserved and held un
til race day. · 

The main feature of "Fam
ily Day" is the Praise Cele
bration. This Celebration 
_presents the gospel to thou-

sands of children, youth, and 
their families. When consid
ering this event, remember it 
is a great opportunity to 
reach the lost in the commu
nity and make it an outreach 
for churches. 

The Celebration will be 
held at the Speedway's Thun
der Valley Drag Strip begin
ning at 11 a.m. on Saturday. 
Cheez-It tickets will be is
sued at this Celebration. · 

Adults may not reserve a 
ticket unless they bring at 
least one child or youth below 
the age of 18. Without at 
least one child or youth, 
adults will be required to pay 
full price for tickets. (All reg
ular priced seats for this race 
are $55 each.) 

The Celebration at the 
Thunder Valley Drag Strip 
will be an exciting -experi
ence. A contemporary band 
along with a youth choir will 
lead in praises and music. 
Steve Hale, a well-known 
evangelist, will present the 
gospel message. Jeff Gordon, . 
a famous NASCAR driver , 
has been invited to speak; 
however, the sponsors are 
still awaiting his decision. It 
is also planned to have testi
monies by other race drivers 
and/or members of their rac
ing teams. 

The TBGMen's Min
istries Team appreciates the 
Speedway for making this 
program and special pricing 
possible. • 

RACE CARS prepare for the start of the race last year at the 
Tennessee Baptist Family Day at Bristol Motor Speedway. 

GETTING READY to participate in a boat race at the Tri-State 
Camp-O-Ree at Camp Cordova, Cordova, are RAs and a leader. 

the MAP 
Beginning in June 

TM 
TRA C _ offers camps for children, yout 

For "the MAP" 

TRAC™ Children and Youth 
Mission Camps will offer four 
different weeks in three loca
tions for children's camp. and 
one week of youth camp for the 
2002 camp season. 

Since these camps are based 
in Southern Baptist missions 
and are not based in any par

New for 2002 a Youth Mis 
sion Camp will be offered at 
Camp Cordova in Cordova. 
This camp is a Body Builder' 
Camp, a different youth cam 
experience. An experience th 
will lead youth in developing 
their mission skills and pro
vide them a hands-on missio 
expenence. 

ticular Southern Baptist program, all are en
couraged to consider a mission camp fqr their 
children and youth in 2002. 

Youth will be taught the b 
sics of being on mission with God using currie 
lum, entitled "Basic Training." The week will 
fer youth times of worship and praise, recre
ation, church group meetings, and more. 
Church sponsors are required and are respon: 
ble for daily transportation for their groups. 

Programming and curriculum for children's 
weeks is entitled "Missions Mystery Machine" 
featuring Hiker Hal & Halie .SJ.nd their dog 
Scoop. It will take children through a fun-filled 
world search and discovery of clues to solve the 
Mission Mystery. 

Promotional materials will be sent. Special 
promotion on a newly developed web site for 
children and youth missions will be available 
after the first of the year. For more details to 
complete your plans for next summer contact 

Church sponsors are requested for each loca
tion. Church sponsors are encouraged to come 
and be a part of the mission mystery that be
gins at camp and goes with children through 

• • 
Bob Davison, Children's andY outh Missions 
Awareness specialist, at bdavison@tnbaptist.
otg. Or call _1-800-558-2090 ext. 2074. • their lifetime. · 

Type of Event 

Girls' Mission Week 
. 

Boys' Mission Week -

Children's Mission Week 

Children's Mission Week 

Youth Body Builder's Camp 

Weelc for 
Baptist M~n _ 
sclteduled 
For ''the MAP" 

Baptist Men on Mission 
Week is scheduled for Jan. 20-
27. This year's theme is: 
"There Came a Man" (John 
1:6-8). 

Baptist Men's Day has been 
expanded to a whole week of 
emphasis. It's called Baptist 
Men on Mission Week to en
courage the spiritual transfor
mation of "regular" Christian 
men into on.:.mission Christian 
men. 

Resources, strategies, and 
events are designed to awaken 
Christian men and their 
churches to personal involve
ment in the Great Commis
Sion. 

See http://www.baptist
menonmission.net to down
load materials to help men 
make adjustments that allow 
them to actively join God on 
mission and grow to be pas
sionate advocates for world
wide mission causes. Church
es can download the BMOM 
Week guides. • 

_ TRACTM Chilclren's,_ Youth Camps 
Location 

Camp Bays Mountain, Kingsport 

Camp Bays Mountain, Kingsport 

Camp Goldstream, Adams 

Camp Linden, Linden 

Date 

June10-14 

June 17-21 

June 24-28 

July 1-5 

July 15-20 Camp Cordova, Cordova 

Jan Oaf¥ · , 
' 20-27 
February 

1-2 
•15-17 

March 
8-9 

23 

St~mdFirrn; ~~rmingham, AL 
National ChaUengers Ralfy, Grand Hotel, Pigeon 

Forge 

Missions Exgres~; Carson-Newman College, Jeffer
son City 

Tennessee B~ptis1 Family Day at Bristol Motor Spee 
way, Bristpl · 

· TRACr~Girl~ Mission Week, Camp Bays Mountain, 
Ki nms'm.ort.a1i~- ,.·-:.,_ -

~ ~ .:;1 " _..-H".~ /. , ,< '*: 4 

1 '?~2'1 · :f:~A/cl[i~~~ijtssj:~m Week, Camp 'Bays Mountain, 
.. • -~ -: . "~r.tgsp-btf< -~%~' x~: ,; ' . 

24-28 TRA~~Ghi!dretl's Mission Week, Camp Goldstream; 

July 
1-5 

15-20 

October 
4-5 

18-19 

November 
3-9 

10-16 
15-16 

24-12/1 

Adanrs · · " • 

TRACr"'Chitdreri•s Mrssion Week, Camp Linden, 
~n . 

TRACr.rBody Builder's Camp, Camp Cordova, ouu•• 

va 

Tri-State Camporee, Ca_mp Cordova, Cordova 
"It's T.Y.M.E.", Carson-Newman College, Jefferson 

City 

National Royal Ambassador Week 
International Mrssion Study 
Stand Firm, Charlotte, NC 
Week of Prayer for International Missions 



• Lloyd Blackwell, man
ager of Linden Valley Baptist 
Conference Center, Linden, for 
nearly two years has been 
named volunteer missions spe
cialist, Missions Awareness 
and Involvement Group, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, ef
fective Nov. 13. He fills the va
cancy left by Terry Sharp. The 
position description has been 
revised to reflect changes in 
volunteers missions. Blackwell 
will coordinate the Interna
tional Missions Institute, Mis
sions Service Corps, Interna
tional Service Corps, and 
Disaster Relief training, and 
relate to Global Priority 
churches and construction vol
unteers. MAI group leader, 
Tim Bearden, along with Kim 
Huff, volunteer project special
ist, will c_porainate partnership 
efforts. V9-lunteer missions 

. -- ... -~J.. ,. 

.prayer n~ed~ana speaker coor-
dinator lias been shifted to 
Don Pierson of the TBC group. 

• Tim Hughes, assistant 
manager, food services, Lin
denValley Baptist Conference 
Center, Linden, has been 
named manager, effective Nov. · 
13. 

• Lyle Larson is the new 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Ripley. 

• Evelyn Ligon was re
cently honored 
with a surprise 
event for teach
ing an adult 
Sunday School 
class at 
Gladeville Bap
tist Church, 

UGON Gladeville, for 
50 years. 

• Billy Ray Mills of De
catur is available for part-time 
or full-time ministry. He is a 
member of Ten Mile Baptist 
Church, Ten Mile, and was or
dained by Emmanuel Baptist 

. Church, Jefferson City. He 
may be contacted at 850 Jor-

dan Rd., Decatur, TN 37322; 
(423) 334-2165. . 

• J. T. Drace died Nov. 11 
at the age of 87. He served as 
pastor of 17 Southern Baptist 
churches for 60 years and re
tired in 1995 at age 81. Ten
nessee pastorates included 
Firs t Baptist Church, Maury 
City; First Baptist Church, 
Henderson; Firs t Baptist 
Church, Adamsville; Madison 
Hall Baptist Church, Jackson; 
Pleasant Site Baptist Church, 
Selmer; Saltillo Baptist 
Church, Saltillo. He baptized 
528 new believer s, preached 
177 revivals, performed 136 
weddings, and conducted 378 
funerals during his ministry. 

• . Two choirs of Pleasant 
Plains Baptist Church, 
Jackson, will present "Start 
at the Manger" Dec. 9 at 10:30 
a.m. For more information, 
contact the church at (731) 
668-0329 or ppbc@bellsouth.
net. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Manchester, will offer "Merry 
Christmas Manchester 2001," 
a walk-through drama Dec. 14 
from 6-9 p.m. and Dec. 15 from 
4-8 p.m. For more information, 
call (931) 728-2138. 

• Hickory Valley Baptist 
Church, Hickory Valley, cel
ebrated Thanksgiving with a 
dinner after the morning ser
vice Nov. 11. Over 50 people 
attended. 

• For the 20th year, 
Southeast Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro, will hold 
Bethlehem Marketplace Dec. 
8-9 from 1-6 p.m. The walk
through drama has been fea
tured in Southern Living mag
azine. For more information, 
contact the church at (615) 

OFFICERS of Judson Baptist Association elected at its recent 
152nd annual meeting were, from left, William Gray, director of 
missions; Frank Tennyson, pastor, Old New Hope Baptist 
Church, moderator; Kathleen Pendergrass, member, Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church, clerk; and Reece Cochran, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Whitebluff, vice moderator. Messengers also received 
Faith Baptist Church, Vanleer, which was a mission of Walnut 
Grove Baptist Church, Dickson, into the association. 

• 
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LEADING the recent groundbreaking of Covenant Baptist 
Church, Collierville, are, from left, Bill Poyner, associate 
pastor/music and wife, Beth; and Roma and Davy Henderson, 
pastor, and his wife. The church, which is four years old, meets 
in a learning center in Germantown. It is building a sanctuary and 
gymnasium with classrooms on 38 acres of land. 

896-0940 or www .sebaptist. 
org. 

• Rockford Baptist 
Church, Rockford, will hold 
revival Dec. 2-5. Phil Glisson, 
evangelist of Memphis, will 
speak. 

• Cherokee Baptist 
Church, Memphis, will offer 
its annual Puppet Living 
Christmas Tree Dec. 7 at 7 
p.m., Dec. 8 at 1 p.m., and Dec. 
9 ·at 6 p.m. This year's presen
tation will be "Hope at Christ
mas" (a 1940s radio show). For 
more information, call the 
church at (901) 683-7344. 

• Weakley County Bap
tist Association, based in 
Dresden, held its annual meet
ing Oct. 22-23 at Gearins 
Chapel Baptist Church, Green
field, and Beech Springs Bap
tist Churc~, Gleason. Messen
gers heard about plans for the 
area-wide crusade May 5-9 
with Harold Hunter, evange
list. The association voted to 
sponsor a missjon effort in 
Mexico in the next year. And 
they elected Clark Brown, pas
tor, Bethel Baptist Church, 
Greenfield, moderator; Barry 
Capps, pastor, Sidonia Baptist 
Church, Sidonia, assistant 
moderator; Gertie Sheffield, 
First Baptist Church, Dresden, 
clerk; and Mrs. Jerry Seaman, 
Adams Chapel Baptist Church, 
Dresden, treasurer. 

Arthur, was elected moderator 
and Cecil Fultz, interim pas
tor, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
New Tazewell, was elected vice 
moderator. Phyllis Hurst was 
elected for another term as 
clerk and Robert Ziegler will 
continue to serve as treasurer. 
Messengers dedicated the 2001 
annual to the late Danny 
White, pastor, Mt. Zion 
Church . Speakers included 
short-term volunteers in Han
cock County, South Carolina, 
New York, Venezuela, Peru, 
Brazil, Russia, and China. 

• Belmont University, 
Nashville, is offering several 
.Christmas ev:ents. "The Christ
mas at Belmont" choral concert 
will be Dec. 1· at 7:30 p.m. The 
choral ensemble Belle Voci will 
present "Lessons and Carols" 
Dec. 9 at 4 p.m. The Belmont 
Camerata Musicale will pre
sent "A Camerata Christmas" 
Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m. And the 
"Christmas Eve Carillon Con
cert" will be at 2 p.m. For more 
information call the School of 
Music at (615) 460-6408 or vis
it www.belmont.edu/music. 

Herbert Jones to 
retire as DOM 
For Baptist and Reflector 

MAYNARDVILLE - Her
bert Jones, director of missions 
of Midland Baptist Association 
and Northern Baptist Associa-
tion, both 
based in 
Maynardville, 
will retire 
Dec. 31. 

Jones has 
served Mid
land associa
tion for nine 
years and 
Northern as-

JONES 

sociation for three years. 
Jones also has served as 

pastor of Deep Springs Baptist 
Church, Dandridge; First Bap
tist Church, Caryville; Green
way Baptist Church, Knoxville; 
Atkin Baptist Church, Corry
ton; and a church in l\1iddles
boro, Ky. 

He attended Knoxville Busi
ness College and Carson-New
man College, J efferson City. 

J ones and his wife, Kath
leen, have two children, three 
grandchildren, and one great
grandchild. They will retire in 
Knoxville. • 

• For the second year in a 
row, a professor of Belmont 
University, Nashv'ille, has 
been named Tennessee Profes
sor of the Year by the Council 
for Advancement and Support 
of Education (CASE). David 
Julseth, associate professor of 
Spanish, r eceived the award 
for 2001. 

• Cumberland Gap Bap
tist Association, based in 
Harrogate, held its 118th an
nual meeting Oct. 27 at 
Shawanee Baptist Church, 
Shawanee. Stewart Fultz of 
Oak Grove Baptist Church, 
Harrogate, moderator, pre
sid ed. Laurence Wilder, vice 
moderator, was unable to ac
cept the position of moderator 
due to ill health. He was elect
ed honorary moderator and 
presented with a plaque. Don
nie Bannister, pastor, Under
wood Grove Baptist Church, 

y 

ELECTED OFFICERS of Holston Valley Baptist Association, 
based in Rogersville, at the 188th annual meeting held recently 
were, from left, standing, Lynn Parker, deacon, First Bapttst 
Church, Church Hill, associate moderator; John Parrott Jr., dtrec
tor of missions; Linda Williams, administrative assistant of the as
sociation and member, Henards Chapel Baptist Church, clerk; 
and seated, Edward Johnson, pastor, Fishers Creek Baptist 
Church, moderator. Messengers also approved new strategy 
plans and welcomed Burem Baptist Church, RogersVIlle, into its 
fellowship. 



KBC adopts Bible 
• 

·as basis for 
"faith.~ practice" 
Baptist Press 

MURRAY, Ky.- Kentucky 
Baptist messengers adopted the 
Bible "as the basis for all our 
faith and practice" during the 
2001 Kentucky Baptist Conven
tion annual meeting Nov. 13-14 
here. 

The action also called on Ken
tucky Baptists to "acknowledge 
the value" of faith statements 
ranging from the 1742 Philadel
phia Confession of Faith to the 
2000 Baptist Faith and Message. 

The proposal, adopted over
whelmingly on a standing vote, 
capped a yearlong study by a 
nine-member committee chaired 
by former KBC President 
Charles Barnes. 

In other action, messengers 
elected retired director of mis
sions Harold Greenfield as state 
convention president, approved 
a record $23.2 million Coopera
tive Program budget goal for the 
upcoming fiscal year, and adopt
ed a resolution urging prayer in 
the wake of terrorism and war. 
A total of 1, 732 messengers reg
istered for this year's annual 
meeting, down from the 2,139 
messengers who registered a 
year ago. 

The vote on the Baptist Faith 
and Message Study Committee 
report came during the conven
tion's closing session on Wednes
day morning after messengers 
rejected an attempt to move the 
discussion to Tuesday afternoon 
after the presidential election. 

The study committee, estab
ished at last year's annual 

LLu;;<:;uu.•o> was charged with rec
ommending how the KBC "can 

t relate to the 2000 Baptist 
Faith and Message as Kentucky 
Baptists seek to fulfill their pur

e and mission." 
The report noted that the mo

.... vu to establish the committee 
did not instruct it to critique 
he contents or merits" of the 

s versions of the Baptist 
aith and Message. They fo

ed instead on how "Baptists 
ve used various confessions of 
th to better explain their un
rstanding of the Bible."At

pts to amend the report on 
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the floor of the convention never 
materialized. Some conserva
tiv es reportedly wanted a 
s traight yes-or-no VC?te on en
dorsing the 2000 BF&M while 
some moderates wanted to elimi
nate any mention of specific 
faith statements. • 

S.C. convention 
e~tends e_mphasis 
Baptist Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. - The 
South Carolina Baptist Conven
tion's "Empowering Kingdom 
Growth" emphasis will be ex
tended through 2007, as a rec
ommendation from the state 
convention's executive board was 
approved by messengers to the 
Nov. 13-14 annual meeting at 
First Baptist Church here. 

While messenger registration 
was down from 1,378 in 2000 to 
1,298 in ~001, more than 3,700 
attended Tuesday evening's mis
sionary appointment service by 
the International Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion: 

Empow.ering Kingdom 
Growth (EKG) is the 10-year em
phasis of the .state convention 

. that began in 1992 and was slat
ed to conclude in 2002. It has as
sisted many churches in focusing 
on God's will for their future out
reach, and it has focused the con
vention staff on serving churches 
regardless of size, age, or culture. 
The success of EKG has been 
measured through record in
creases in baptisms, missions 
volunteerism, Bible study and 
discipleship participation, and 
cooperative giving to missions. 

Messengers also approved the 
executive board's recommenda
tion of a $31.1 million budget for 
2002 -. an increase of $1 million 
over the ·2001 budget of $30.1 
million. 

Randall Jones, pastor of 
Langston Baptist Church, Con
way, was· elected as the conven
tion's 2002 president. Jones, a 
lifelong South Carolina Baptist, 
has served churches, associa
tions, the state convention, and 
the Southern Baptist Conven-

. tion for more than 40 years. He 
was first vice president of the 
state convention in 2001. • 
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N.C. Baptists end 
ties with Wake 
Forest.~ Meredith 
Baptist Press 

• 
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. -

The Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina (BSC) all but 
ended its relationship with 
Wake Forest University (WFU) 
and Meredith College in an over
whelming vote at the BSC annu
al meeting. More than 90 per
cent of messengers voted to 
amend the BSC Constitution 
and Bylaws, changing WFU and 
Meredith from "affiliated" -educa
tional institutions to ''historical" 
educational institutions. 

WFU and Meredith will con
tinue to get some scholarship 
funding, but the two schools lose 
their non-voting seats on the 
BSC Council on Christian High
er Education. The schools will no 
longer be promoted by the BSC. 

Tim Moore, the chairman of 
the BSC Constitution and By
laws Committee, said the move 
severs "the last direct link" be
tween the schools and the BSC. 

In the election for president, 
Jerry Pereira, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Swannanoa, 
was elected over Raymond Earp, 
past president of North Carolina 
Baptist Men and a layman from 
Calvary Baptist Church in Beau
fort, by a vote of 2,208, or about 
54 percent, to 1,883, or about 46 
percent. 

Bob Foy, a layman from 
Mooresville; won the first vice 
presidency and Larry Harper, 
pastor of Forest H ills Baptist 
Church in Raleigh, was re-elect
ed second vice president. • · 

Georgians hold _ 
harmonious m~eting 
Baptist Press 

MACON, Ga.- The Georgia 
Baptist Convention, meeting 
Nov. 12-13 in the Macon Colise-

A car needing love will receive just that 
from participants of Christian Women's 
Job Corps - Nashville. Donate a car, 
even one needing repairs, and receive 
a tax exemption for its worth. 
Contact Becky Sumrall at (615) 226-1222 or 

· · cwjcnash@earthlink.net. 

um, elected Valdosta pastor 
Wayne Robertson as its new 
president and adopted a record 
Cooperative Program budget of 
$48.3 million for 2002. A total of 
4,339 registered messengers con
ducted business in what would 
have to be classified as a harmo
nious meeting. 

The presidential election in
cluded two candidates -Robert
son and Preston Williams, a lay
man from First Baptist Church, 
Montezuma. Robertson received 
over 86 percent of the vote, win
ning 3,348 to 514. 
· Elected as vice presidents by 

receiving the largest number of 
votes in a seven candidate race 
were:· first vice president -
James ''Boe" Stanley, missionary 
for Rehoboth Association (3,366 
votes); second vice president -
Charles Q. Carter, retired pastor 
of Jonesboro First Church 
(3,366); third vice president
Allen Hughes, associate pastor 
of Hebron Church in Dacula 
(3,046); and fourth vice presi
dent- Mary Cox, pastor's wife 
from North Metro First Church 
in Lawrenceville (3,014). 

The other candidates were: 
Drayton Sanders, layman from · 
Dalton First Church; Sarah 
Withers, layperson from Mor
row First Church; and Jenny 
Merrit, l ayperson from 

CLASSIFIED 
MINISTRIES - EDUCATION 

Centreville Baptist Churoh is 
seeking a full-time minister of e9-
ucation and youth. MRE degree 

Shurlington Church in Macon 
Ed Cliburn of Thomaston was 

re-elected recording secretary of 
the Convention, a position he 
has held since 1996. Aubrey L 
Hawkins of Roswell and Bob A. 
Baxter of Mableton were re
elected assistant secretaries . 

In other business the Conven
tion elected members to its vari
ous committees and boards and 
adopted resolutions concerning 
covenant marriage, video poker, 
foster and adoptive parenting, 
cloning, and stem cell research~ 

A missions partnership be
tween Georgia Baptists and 
Baptists in Moldova was ap
proved which will begin in Janu
ary of 2002. ·A similar partner
ship with Romania is still in 
negotiation but the details must 
be worked out concerning proce
dures before that partnership 
can be approved. • 

CLASSIFIED 
MINISTRIES- YOUTH 

Youth minister needed at Boynton 
Baptist Church, Ringgold, GA. In
terested app licants please for· 
ward your resume to Boynton 
Baptist Church, 4093 Boynton 
"Dr., Ringgold, GA 30736 or e-mail 
to Gatorpreach1 @aol.com. 

MINI~TRIES - OTHER 
First Baptist Church, Smyrna, 
Tenn., is seeking a senior adult 
minister. Please send resume to 
Pat Hood, 506 Legacy Dr., Smyr
na , TN 37167 or e-mail to 
Pat@fbcsmyrna.org. 

required and some experience - -MISCELLANEOUS 
preferred. Church has new edu- Baptistry: 54w. 11' 8" L 43ht. 
cation facilities, Family Life Cen- Stauson both ends with heater, 
ter, and provides excellent bene- $1 ,500.00. B/0 Sims Chapel Sap-
fits and salary package. Send re- tist Church, (865) 429-3505. 
sume to . Centreville Baptist · 
Church , P.O. Box 326, Centre
ville, AL 35042. 

MINISTRIES - MUSIC 
Grace Baptist Church is seeking 
a full-time minister of music/wor
ship. Please send resume to 
1901 Ovoca Rd., Tullahoma, TN 
37388, c/o Search Committee. ............. • • • • 
Elizabeth Chapel Baptist Church 
in Smithville, Tenn., is searching 
for a part-time minister of music 
and youth. We are a g·rowing 
church in middle Tennessee. 
Please send resume or letter of 
interest to Bill Gash, Search 
Com.mittee Chairman, 369 Grand 
View Dr., Smithville, TN 37166. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Pews: 10 12-foot oak pews/loose 
seat cushion (teal) @) $240 each. 
9 16-foot oak pews/loose seat 
cushion (teal) @ $320 each. Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church, Cross 
Plains, TN (615) 654-3846. 

MINIStRIES- PASTOR 
first Baptist Church, Camden, 
Tenn., is .seeking a full-time pas
tor. Interested applicants please 
send resume to Pastor Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, 
P .0. Box 538, Camden, TN 
38320. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. 

Scottsville Baptist Church, 
·Scottsville, Ky., is seeking a full· 
time pastor. For more information 
visit our web site at www .scotts· 
villebaptist.org and click on "Pas· 
tor Search Information," or send 
re(luests and/or resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, Scottsville 
Baptist Church, P .0. Box 392, 
Scottsville, KY 42164. 

2002 Model: $37,900 

2001 Model: $36,900 

(800) 370-6180 
"RAISED ROOP' VANS IN STOCK 

• Center Aisle 
• Low First Step 
• 2/1 Seating Bucket Seats 
• More Headroom 
• 15 Passengers (no COL) 
• LifeWay Discount 

www.carpenterbus.com 
Nation's #1 church bus dealer 

MINISTRIES - POSITIONS 
Kingwood First Baptist Church in 
Kingwood, Texas, is accepting re
sumes for the following full-time 
positions: minister of worship/out· 
reach for contemporary worship 
services with praise team and to 
enhance outreach programs; and 
minister of childhood education 
for birth-grade 6. Send resumes 
to Kingwood First Baptist Church, 
2303 Tree Lane, Kingwood, TX 
77339, Attn. Mike David or e-mail 
resume to mdavid@ kfbctx.org . 

• 



On Sunday 
morning our wor
ship will focu s on 
the observing of 
The Lord's Supper . 

. The bread and cup 
this event are symbols of God's enormous invest -

in each of us. We do not eat this bread lightly or 
rink this cup carelessly. It is not that God is going to 
et us if we do not do it right. It is a matter of ignor
ng the impetus of this communion meal. It is a mat
er of refusing fellowship with God to whom the bread 
nd the cup point. The whole of our Christian com
:titment focuses up this simple gesture. Therefore, if 
re are old enough and know enough and care enough 
he table is a part of our covenant with God. The 

. romises we make to God around this table begin 
ith the promise He has made to us by giving us this 
~eal. He promises that we will eat anew with Him in 
lis kingdom and we do well to eat with Him now. 

When Jesus said, "This do in remembrance of me," 
e was making the Lord's Supper a memorial meal. 
was to be a continuing reminder of God's involve-

lent in our salvation. We eat and drink with Him 
~st we forget His kingdom truths, His miraculous 
ompas~ion. ij:i&~esurrection power, and His amazing 
ace.~ Lest:-we...fo(get the cross with its redemptive 
fPlic~t(qnfi; '*e ~e-enact that tearing of flesh and 
redding of blood. Lest we forget o,ur calling to be 
others and sisters in Christ, we pass the plate and 

11e cup to one another in love. Lest we forget the sac
lficial demands of our own discipleship, we listen as 
ne table reminds us to "deny ourselves, take up our 
ross, and follow Him." 

The Lord Himself-has inspired a table before us 
d to eat and drink with Him is to accept His lord

bip and . His leadership. It is an occasion to review 
r lives and renew our vows. The passing of a plate 

f bread and a tJ;·ay of cups may seem routine or a cer
mony. Yet, the meaning of this memorial meal is 
1ore than a procedure or a ceremony. It is the picture 
f hope in which our spiritual lives are nurtured and 

rfistained. Come let us eat and drink- together as we 
hare in His kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. •
. ;tcatt ,is interim pastor, First Baptist Church, Jefferson 
I i ty . ""'"' 

Start With a 
Smile: Newspaper 
reporter to football 
coach: "I under
stand you carry a 
chaplain to pray for 
the men. Is that 
correct?" Coach: 

3ure, that's right." NR: "''d love to do a story on his 
rork. Could I meet him.?" Coach: "Gladly. Would you 
keto meet the offensive or the defensive chaplain?" 

Take this Truth: Americans today suffer with a ter
tble malady. We think because a little of something is 
ood, more of it is better. "Taint necessarily so!" 

Memorize this Scripture: "Let your gentleness be 
vident unto all."- Philippians 4:5 NIV 

Pray this Prayer: Lord, help me to adopt as my 
uideline nothing of that which is wrong and only the 
roper amount of that which is right. • 

· P.a. Preacher's Hlds 

"Since Chris

tians are all 

brothers and 

sisters, can I 

expect a few 

mor~ gifts this 

Christmas?" 

The message of Christmas 
By Jamison Work 

Focal Passage: Galatians 3:26-
4:7 

A few years ago U.S. News & 
World R eport contained an article 
on Chris tmas. The author said, 
"Chris tmas is an American passi.on 
- 96 percent of Americans say they 
celebrate it in some form. Yet for 
most people, the holiday triggers an 
intense search for some dimly re
membered Chris tmas past, a nostal
gia for a time when yuletide was 
more pious and more peaceful, when 

how dramatically Christ's birth had 
affected their.lives, too. 

His birth validated faith. Pa'ul 
said , "You are all son s of God 
t hrou g h faith in Chris t Jes us" 
(3:26). The birth of Christ validated 
the faith of every Old Testament 
saint who died looking for t he Mes
s iah. His birt h validated every 
promise of faith in God's Word. If 
God had not sent His only Son into 
the world, man's faith would be in 
vain. "In Adam all die" (I Corinthi
ans 15:22). "There is none righteous, 
not even one" (Romans 3:10). The 

free gift of God, it was free of 
gaudy commer
cialism and fo
cused more on 
the birth of the 
Savior than on 
the 20 percent 

Faml.ly ~ible SS however, is "eter-
--- Hk nal life in Christ 

December Jesus our Lord" 

off sale at the local department 
store." 

Christmas does not have to be a 
search for some dimly remembered 
childhood holiday, full of nostalgic 
memories. Christmas can be· a 
brand new celebration every year 
because of the birth that was, and 
is, like no other birth in the history 
of the world.! His birth forever 
changed the course of human 
events. 

When Paul wrote to the Gala
tians, he was thrilled that God had 
"sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, in or
der that He might redeem those 
who were under the law" (4:4-5). 
This magnificent, one-of-a-kind 
birth, changed Paul's life! He want
ed the Galatian believers to know 

-"'"""' ""'~ (Romans 6:23). 
There is life in no 
one else. Chris t 

is the only way. If He had not been 
born, He could not have died for the 
sins ofman. 

His birth eliminated divi
sions. The divisions, classes, and 
distinctions people have used to de
fine themselves and others have 
been rendered obsolete because 
Christ was born. "Tnere is neither . 
Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male 
nor female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus" (3:28). The sin-divi
sion between God and man was 
shattered when God the Son "emp
tied Himself . . . [and was] made in 
the likeness of men" (Philippians 
2:7). Therefore, Christ's birth de
stroyed any justification Christians 

· might use for whining about some
one else's color, sex, economic sta
tus, denominational preference, or 

The God of opportunities 
By Ray Jones 

Focal Passages: Deuteronomy 
2:1-3, 14-15, 32-33; 3:3-4 

Failure, disappointment, and 
plans that do not always work out 
as anticipated are a normal part of 
life. Sometimes because of events 
like these we be
gin to feel we 
are useless. 
When God deliv
ered the chil
dren of Israel 
from Egyptian 
bondage they stood ready to enter 
the Promised Land. They sent 10 
spies to check out the land and re
port back the possibilities of defeat- · 
ing the people who presently inhab
ited the Promised Land. All 10 re
ported that the land was fruitful 
and would be a good place to live. 
Eight of the ~pies reported it .would 
be impossible for the children of Is
rael to win the battle because of the 
giants who lived there. Two said 
they could win the battle. The chil
dren of Israel did not attempt to en
ter the land primarily because of 
disobedience and unbelief. They 
wandered for 40 years and now 
have a second opportunity to enter 
the land, which God bad promised 
them. 

Mo~es is speaking to the people 
in Deuteronomy 2:1-3. He recounts 
their journey. In verses 2 &,) be 

says, ''The Lord said to me, You 
have made your way around this 
hill country long enough; now turn 
north." God was saying you have 
wandered in the wilderness long 

.enough. It is now time to fulfill the 
plan I have for you. They would 
have another chance to receive the 

blessing, which 
God wa nted to 
bestow upon 
them. Is it possi
ble that we 
spend too long 
bemo~ning our 

failures (wandering in the wilder
ness) and failing to advance and 
claim the plan, which God has for 
our lives. 

Moses stated in verse 14 that the 
people spent 38 years wandering in 
the wilderness. Since God intended 
for the people to possess the land 
why did He leave them wandering 
for such a long time? In verse 15, 
Moses said God waited until the 
faithless generation was eliminated 
from the people. The exceptions 
were Joshua and Caleb. They re
ported to the people that they could 
defea t the giants in the land that 
God had promised to th em. What a 
shame. Here were men who wer e 
warriors. They were trained for bat
tle. They wasted away in the desert 
and never drew a sword. They did 
not get to perform the t asks for 
which they had been trained. Their 

nationality. Christians are a ll heirs 
of promise- the same promise- .. he 
who has the Son h as the llfe" ( l 
J ohn 5:12)! The ground is still level 
at the foot of the cross, or at the side 
of Christ's manger-bed. 

His birth escalate d sonship. 
Prior to the birth of Chris t, follow
ers of God, or people of faith, were 
kept under the guardianship of the 
Mosaic Law. This, writes Paul, was 
a kin d of "bondage" (4:3) because 
there was no way for any person to 
keep the law perfectly. However, a t 
just the right time in h istory, God 
sent Jesus, so that through His life, 
death, and resurrection believers 
could experience full sonship! God 
never intended man to be held in 
bondage to th e law, but to live in 
the freedom of a full and int imate 
relationship with Him. Christ's 
birth makes this possible. "There
fore, you are no longer a slave lto 
the law], but a son [of God]! (4:7). 

Christians defmitely have a rea
son to celebrate at Chris tmas. 
CliTist's birth changed the course of 
human events, and his birth is still 
changing people today! When ·Christ 
was born, it was God's statement to 
man that He would always keep His 
promises and that man could finally 
experience a full and meaningful 
life. - Work is pastor, Candies Bap
tist Church, Charleston. 

unbelief prevented them from expe
riencing the joys of doing God's will 
in their lives. Is it possible·we miss 
the joy of accomplishing what God 
intends for us to do because of un
belief, fear, or some other obstacle, 
which we permit to take cha rge in 
our lives? 

In chapter 3, verses 32-33 Moses 
describes h ow that in the first bat 
tle the Lord gave them the victory. 
This victory came even though the 
army of Isr ael was unt rained and 
untested in battle and they were 
fighting an army, which was well 
trained and even h ad th e advan 
t-age of a for t ified city. The Lord 
gave the children of l srael the victo
ry even with a ll of these disadvan
tages. No task is too big or impossi
ble if we are obedient to God and 
follow Him by fa ith. 

We, like the children of Israe l, 
often fail the test of obedience and 
faith . When we realize how far we 
have strayed away from God's plan 
for u s, we a re tempted to give up 
and con t inue wand er ing in th e 
wilderness. Remember God is for
giving and gives us many more op
portunities. What He looks for is for 
us to return to Him in repentance 
and obedien ce and He will bless 
a nd use us. God is our Heavenly 
Father . We are His children and He 
loves us very much . - Jones is ci
rector of missions, Big Hatchie Baptist 
Association. 
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MESSENGERS TO Sweetwater Bap_tist Association recently 
elected officers for 200.1-2002. From left are, Bill Roberts, 
vice moderator; Sheri Stephens, administrative assistant; 
Richard Parker, moderator; Misty Maiuri, secretary; and Ben
nie Creel, director of missions. 

PASTOR WOODY TACI(ETT, left, of Lyons Park Baptist 
Church, Church Hill, and Roger Dinsmore, right, associate 
pastor, recently accepted a plaque on behalf of the church 
in recognition of its 50th anniversary from John Parrott, 
center, director of missions for Holston Valley Baptist Asso-
ciation. · 

THE GOLDEN HARVESTERS of Calvary Baptist Church, Brownsville, 
recently gave a reception and plaque to June Brantley for faithful ser
vice to the church. She has served as treasurer for more than 31 
years. Pictured are, from left, Pastor Ken Eudy, June Brantley, Tack 
Moore, chairman of the deacons, and Ruth Austin, president of the 
Golden Harvesters. 

ABOVE, officers of Stewart County Baptist Association are, from left, 
Randy Moore, vice moderator; Ann Mann, clerk; and Benny Mann, mod
erator. BELOW, officers of Indian Creek Baptist Association include Cal 
Hampton, pastor, Green River Baptist Church, Wayne~boro, moderator; 
Mike Hammonds, pastor, First Baptist Church, Waynesboro, vice modera
tor; Gary Anderson, Phil(f!.delphia Baptist Church, treasurer; (..ind_a Griggs, 
Ray's Chapel Baptist Church, Waynesboro, and Director of Missions 
David Miller. 

Tuten cited as 
state's outstanding 
older worker 
For Baptist and Reflector 

PARSONS -Like father , 
like daughter. Nor ene Tuten's 
father used to tell her hard work 
and dedication are the keys to 
success in any job. 

Tuten, an active member of 
First Baptist Church here, lis
tened to her dad. As a punch 
press operator for a local compa
ny, she has had perfect atten
dance for the past 13 years. 

She normally has more pro
ductiOn than anyone on her shift 
and she gladly admits technolo
gy has made her job easier and 
more enjoyable. 

Wha t 's unique about her? 
She's 74 years old and still go

~n ing st r ong. As a result of her 
work record, she recently was f 

- honored as "Outstanding Older fa 
·Worker" for the state ofTen-
nessee. 

One of her life-long dreams !len 
has been to visit Washington, oth. 
D.C. That dream is still on hold. ad 

She was scheduled to go to :ta 
the nation's capitol on Sept. 11 :Jtic 
to be recognized for her award Ill 
when she was stopped at the 
ticket booth due to the terrorist 

•attacks that day, according to 
her pastor, Mark Mangrum. The 
event will be h eld at a later 
date, he reported. • 
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This celebrates 200 years of ministrfi ·t 
;Je, f 

·Kyles Ford 
• Christmas, 

give a gift 
that lasts 

year-round ---

a subscription to the 
Baptist and Reflector 

A one-year subscription to the Baplrst and Reflector is only 

$10. Help keep a friend aware of what's going on in Baptist 

life in Tennessee. We will send a card announcing your gift. 

Send this form, along with $10, to: Baptist and Reflector, P .O. 

Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024. 
• •••• ••••• •• ••••• ••• ••••••••••••••• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• ••••••• ••••••••• •••••••••• 

Send subscription to: 

Name -----------------------------------------------

Address 

Gift From -----------------------------------------
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For Baptist and Reflector 

HANCOCK COUNTY 
Twenty-five years after the 
birth of the United States of 
America, a small church was 
organized in Hancock County. 

Two hundred years later, 
the church is still ministering 

to people in its community. 
The church recently held a 

special day of celebration to 
recognize its bicentennial an-
mversary. 

One of the highlights of the 
day was the opportunity pro
vided to Della Trent Stafford of 
Knoxville to share memories of 

JOHN PARROTT, left, director of missions for Holston Valley Bap
tist Association, recently presented a plaque recognizing the 200th 
anniversary of Kyles Ford Baptist Church to, from left, Pastor Chris 
Forgety, Donnie Lawson, Dale Seals, and Chad Lawson. 

the church. 
Her husband, the late G.W. 

-Trent Sr., served as pastor o 
Kyles Ford on two different oc
casions (1937-42 and 1947-55). 

~r ( 
Her 
River 

Tq 

She recalled the days of pot
be lli ed stoves, kerosene ,G 
heater s, pump organs, and _ -1 
powerful revivals in which Baptl 

many young people ..trusted 
Christ as their Lord and Sav- BF 
ior and were baptized in the rams 

l··l Clinch River. '-" 
"Obviously, there are people ' 

who keep coming back to Kyles 
Ford," said J ohn Parrott, direc-, -
tor of missions for Holston Val-
ley Baptist Association. 

"They believe people still 
need the gospel. That's why 
people are still worshiping God 
here after 200 years," he 
added. 

On behalf of the Tennessee 
Baptist Historical Society, Par
rott presented a plaque to the 
church commemorating the 
200th anniversary. • 


