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Stalewide Edition 

• Churches help sol 1ers respon 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

CLARKSVILLE - Fort 
Campbell, home to several 
Army groups including the 5th 
Special Forces Group, has a 
"symbiotic r elationship" with 
Clarksville, expl ained Jeff 
Burris, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, St. Bethlehem, here. 
"It's not the life .blood of 
Clarksville, but it may be the 
heart." 

The Clarksville church cer
tainly has been affected by 
America's war on terrorism. 
Shawna Prosser, member and 
Sunday School teacher, recent
ly learned her husband, Staff 
Sgt. Brian C. Prosser, 28, was 
killed in Afghanistan. Prosser 
was one of three soldiers based 
at Ft. Campbell who were 
killed Dec. 5. 

Burris reported Prosser is 
doing "as good as can be ex
pected." She attended Sunday 
morning worship service the 
Sunday after sh e learned 
about the death of her hus-

band. With her, filling nearly 
two pews, were family mem
bers and friends. A military 
memorial service was held at 
Ft. Campbell Dec. 10. 

She is being ministered to, 
as are several other church 
families who have deployed 
members, by church members, 
said Burris. Ministry at the 
church is done m~inly through 
relationships developed in 
Sunday School classes, he ex
plained. 

"There's a whole church 
that would do anything in the 
world for her," he added. 
Everyone in the church h as 
been impacted emotionally by 
the war, said Burris. 

The church, which is located 
some distance from the post, 
has about 20 percent of its ac
tive famili es related to the 
Army installation. To support 
those families during Christ
mas , other families of the 
church are hosting them for • 
Christmas activities. 

And church families will 
continue to support the mili-

tary families as long as need
ed, said Burris. 

Maplewood Church 
Maplewood Baptist Church, 

which is located near the Army 
post, has been impacted 
"tremendously'' by the war, 
said Bruce Pettitt, pastor. 

The church's chairman of 
deacons and about six other 
members have been deployed 
while those still at t.he post are 
working long hours. About 70 
percent of church members are 
members of military families. 

During a recent Wednesday 
evening prayer service, church 
members were thanking God 
for the safety- of soldiers who 
are members when a soldier's 
wife received a phone call in 
which she learned her hus
qand was injured. 

Thankfully, he is going to be 
fine, said Pettitt. 

"When we watch CNN it's a 
little more personal to us. We 
have names and faces in our 
minds when we see faces there 
(sites of military operations)," 
said Pettitt, who served for six 
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r 
years in the Army. 

Family members have 
heard good reports from sol
diers. Several have r eported 
they have joined fellow church 
members at military sites . 

To support families when a 
bad report is r eceived , said 
Pettitt, "you hold your breath. 
Then we contact family mem
bers and they wait for a phone 
call." 

The ·church as a whole has 
reached out to military fami
lies. Maplewood's Brotherhood 
held a luncheon recently for 
those with members deployed 
and drew about 50 people. The 
church also has received food 
baskets from Stonebrook Bap
tist Church, Nashville, and let
ters from students which they 
are distributing. 

Pettitt said the war experi
ence has brought a new per
spective on the need for evan
gelism. He asked Baptists to 
pray for "their Christian broth
ers" who are serving, their 
families, and the "pastors of 
- See Churches, page 4 

Happy holidays to our readers; 

Preparing for Toy t re · .:''e 
Robert Bryant and his son, Seth, assemble one of 36 bikes given by Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
Nashville, to the Nashville Baptist Association Toy Store. The Bryants were part of a chu.r,ch Royal 
Ambassador project which has been conducted for six years. See more on toy store on page 16. 

next issue of paper set for Jan. 9 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - The staff 
of the Baptist and Reflector -
Katy Blasingame, Connie 
Davis, Susie Edwards, Mary 
Nimmo, Lonnie Wilkey, and 
Betty Williams - is thankful 
for the privilege of communicat
ing the story of 
Tennessee Bap
tis ts during the 
year 2001. 

We are proud to 
be part of Ten
nessee's only Bap
tist newsjournal that reaches 
into more than 50,000 homes 
and a potential of more than 
100,000 readers each week. We 
value the support and encour
agement shown to us this year. 

We are also proud to have 
been able to report the many 
accomplishments of Tennessee 
Baptists and our churches dur
ing the year 2001. Countless 
lives have been affected as Ten
nessee Baptists have minis-

tered in the name of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

As a reminder of our produc
tion schedule, this will be the 
last issue of 2001. The issue has 
Sunday School lessons for Dec. 
23 and Dec. 30. Lessons for Jan. 
6 will be posted on the web site 
at www.tnbaptist.org. 

Our next issue will be dated 
Jan. 9, 2002. 

Our goal next year will be the 
same as in past years - to tell 
the story of Tennessee Baptists. 
Join us in helping to acquire 
new readers in 2002. Share your 
B&R with a friend and encour
age them to subscribe. 

Our staff wishes each of you 
a blessed Christmas and a joy
ous and happy New Year. • -
Lonnie WilkeJ, editor 

• 
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about your 
newsjoumal 

> Subscribe to the Bap
tist and Reflector for one 
year and receive 48 
copies. Individual StJO;. 
•sctipfiorrs, $1 0; Church 
Leadership Plan, $.8.50 
per subscription; other 
plans available 

~ Lonnie Wilkey. ~ifor 

Tennessee churches cited by 1MB for gifts 
to 2000 LoHie M~on Christtnas Offering 

Special to &wtist al1d Reflector tion's $399.064.91 gift surpassed the next 
laTgest gift by mol"e than $124,000. The lOth 
rankM ch'Ureh, Second Ponce de Leon Baptist 
ChUl.l:h in AtlaRta, gave $186,077.99. 

TBAH board adopts 
budget, sets goal 
for special oHering 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD- The board 
of directors of Tennessee Baptist 
Adult Homes met for their annu
al meeting Dec. 13 here and 
heard reports on various aspects 
of TBAH ministry. 

Actions included the approval 
of a $5.6 million budget for_2001-
2002 and setting a 2002 Father's 
Day Offering goal of $150,000. 

The board also adopted two _ 
resolutions. The first recognized 
the contributions of Gene Kerr, 
the. board's first executive direc
tor who-died recently. 

The resolution cited Kerr "as 
a contributor to the well-being of 
senior adults and a foun9-er of 
the ministry of Tennessee Bap
tist Adult·Homes." 

The. second resolution cited 
the work of TBAH Executive Di
rect<,>r C. Kenny Co.oper and his 
staff. It cited new projects 'dur
ing the past year such as the Fa
ther's Day Offering and the 
Called to Care Capital Cam
paign "that have laid the foun
dation for the future growth of 
the organization." i 

New officers elected for 2001-. . 

2002 were Brent Adams, Ger-
mantown Baptist Church, Ger
mantown; chairman; Dolores 
Cooley, East Ridge Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, vice chair
man; an~ Jim Highland, First 
Baptist Church, Murfreesbor.o, · 

I 

secretary. • 

plane slammed into the World 
Trade Center. 

At 8:46a.m. o~ Dec. 11, White 
House officials, fir·efighters at 
"ground zero" in New York, and 
radio •stations around the coun
try paused as the national an
them was played in memory of 
those who died in the attacks. · 

"We remember how we felt 
that day - our sadness, the 
f?Urge of love for our cormtry, our 
anger, and our determination to 
.right 'this huge wrong," Presi-

- dent Bush said. • Bush leads in 
remembrance of 
events of Sept. 11 
Baptist Press · 

WASHINGTON In the 
fight against terrorism,. "We still. 
~ave far to go and many dangers 

· -·Study· finds 70% 
_teens 'acc~Jentally' 
find_porn o_n Internet 

· lie ahead," President Bush told 
the nation the morning of Dec. 
11, tlw. three-morith point after 
Sept. 'i'1's- tex:rorist attacks, 
CNSNews.com reported. Bl:lt, he 
added, there is no doubt how the 
battle will end. -

In brief remarks at a White 
House ceremony remembering 
victims of the attacks on New 
York City and Washington, D.C., 
Bush said America's· enemies are 
now paying the price for mistak
ing American liberty for weak
ness. "When we fight terror, we 
fight tyranny," the president said. 

His remarks came after a na
tionwide pause at 8:46a.m. EST, 
the moment when - exactly 
three months earlier - the first 

Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON- An ob
scenity watchdog group is con
cerned with the results of a 

- recent study showing that 70 
percent of teens' surveyed have 
"accidentally" encountered pom 
on the Internet. 

"Clearly, there is a ma.Jor fail
ure in adult responsibility when 
almost· three out of four teens re
port they have accidentally come 
across pornography on tile Web/' 
Morality in Media President 
Robert Peters said. 

"But the biggest failure of re
sponsibility lies with fedeFal and 
state prosecutors who turn a 
blind eye to obscenity on the In
ternet," he said. 

"If obscenity laws were being 

One Tennessee church- Germantown Bap
..u~; Germ.a'nroWll -was among the top 10 with 

~t'g'amo.'lutt-of$198,495 in 2000. I 
~o~~er churche's and their am{)unts are: 1 
fl'~t:.-a"'--1-m;v&J~s Baptist Church, Nashville 

-
vigoroq_sly enforced, the last 
thing hardcore pornogr~phers 
wou'ld want to do. is draw atten
tion to their vile wares by engag
ing in reckless marketing meth
ods. If vigorously enforced, ther~ 
would also be much less pornog
raphy to accidentally stumble 
across," Peters a:dded. . 

The study, "Generation 
Rx.com: How Yol:lng People Use 

I -

the Internet for Health Informa-

laptist Ch-urch~ N~shville 

• ~nd.ersonville 

Choir present$ 
Christmas program 
in Guatemala City 
Baptist Press-

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. 
W~ile Alabama Baptists 
celebrating the Thanksgivi 
holidays [n the tradition 
turkey aad football fashion, 
members of Lakeside Bap 
Church choir experienced 
o:nce-in-a-lifetime C'hrist-m 
mi~istry 1,800 miles from ho11ne.1 

tion," which was conducted by 
the Ka~ser Fam.Hy Fonndation, 
also found that 57 perce,nt of 
teens sutveyed belie~e porn ex
posur.e would have-a "serious· im-

. pact an kid£? under 18." Forty
one percent said that exposure i's 
"ne big deal." 

The choir spent five days 
GuaiemaJa perfonning in ou;"u• F OWl 

ish their Clnis~as musical ~ ... ~·• 
CNSN'ews.co,m reported an 

· the study Dec. 11 amll2. 
· Par..ents shoulder some respon

sibility for madequ.ately monitor
ing teens' use of the Internet or 
aot instalHng screeniag technolo
gy on their home computers, Pe
ters said, noting, however, that 
"no technology is perfect and tech
nalogy on home computers cannot 
protect kids when they are at 
school or work-or at a friend's 
house or the library." 

lnterQ.et service providers 
should block illegal porn even · 
witho-ut a paren.t's request while 
libraries and schools should in
stall screening technology, Pe
ters said. "Many libraries and 
schools refuse to install screen
ing technology," he said, "argu
ing that_rules and monitoring 
computer use can protect chil
dren from Internet porn." • 

rna, "Laura's Christmas," L:l'luru 

wi'th their living Christmas ~a• 
on t}le stage of the National 
a ter in Guatemala City. 

- Not only were Lakeside's am· 
bassadors given a "center stage, 
they also put Jesus Christ Quu• 

the message of s~lvation in 
spotlight, w'hich was the ulti 
mate goal of the trip -a 
that almost did not happen. 

Plans for the trip had neem 
underway for more than 
months but events such as 
giant Christmas tree, props and 
equipment being held in cu!;tOJnBI 
until the last minute, and a 
anti-Christian theater d.irector,l 
left the group a little concerned. 

But as Roger Becks, miJnisttel 
of music at Lakeside, said, 
was ·just phenomenal to s 
God's hand at work ov•~rcjt>mJiDi 
obstacle after obstacle.". 

cou 
llow 
on p 
oge, 
hurc 
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3,000 to terrorism victims 

Brentwood church distributes 25,000 CDs ·Christmas 

in Tennessee 
' Connie Davis 
lptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - For the 
urth time in the past five 
•ars, Brentwood Baptist 
1urch here has produced a 
1ristmas recording which 
embers are giving away as 
1 outreach project of the 
urch. 
But this year, to respond to 
e Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 
e church has produced 

1,000 more recordings and 
ted them to people im

lCted by the attacks. ·And be
. use the church produced 
tly CDs for the first time 
ther than cassette tapes, the 
'oject - producing and dis
ibuting 25,000 free CDs -
.came bigger than planned, 
.id Dennis_ Worley, minister 
worship. -: . 
Worley ·e~lru·n~d the proj
has~·awla~fequired think
outside--the lines. The first 
, the church conducted. the 

·oject rather than a pageant 
presentation, which is un

iUal. This year .uboy, the 
ors started opening. I mean 

:>d just open.ed. up the doors. 
1ere's no way to explain it," 
.id Worley. 

Outreach project 
The first year the church 
nducted the :project, 1997, 
urch members produced and 
stributed 7,500 cassette 
pes. The next year, the num
lr grew to 15,000 tapes as 
urch members responded to 
te idea and the choir per-
!- .. ...:~- ~· .. ... 

formed in malls, hospitals, bus 
stations, al.rports, and other 
venues and then distributed 
free tapes after the perfor
mances. 

In 1999 church members 
and musicians di stributed 
15,000 tapes while prayerwalk
ing and leaving gift packets at 
houses all over Brentwood, 
which is located just south of 
Nashville. And church mem
bers gave tapes to co-workers 
and others, even people giving 
them a fast-food meal through 
a restaurant drive-through win
dow, explained Worley. 

This year, the church was 
ready to repeat a similar pro
ject when terrorists attacked 
America. 

Helping the hurting 
Several members discovered 

needs related to the attacks. 
Choir member Phyllis Thomp
son, who worked at one time 
for President Jimmy Carter 
and w.as in Washington D.C. 
several menths during the past 
year, contacted Military Min
istries of Newport News, Va. 
Military Ministries, which pro
vides deployment kits for sol
diers to military chaplains, re
quested 5,000 CDs. 

Then Thompson contacted 
the Christian Embassy in 
Washington, D.C. The embassy 
works with politicians based 
there. It requested 4,000 CDs. 
They will be given to both 
American politicians and staff 
members Gf foreign embassies. 

Another choir member, Don 
Caldwell, is a member _of the 

Army National Guard. 
He contacted Chaplain 
Jack Woodford at Fort 
Campbell, an Army post 
in Kentucky. Woodford 
requested 3,000 CDs tor 
distribution to soldiers 
through worship ser
vices, gift baskets to 
needy soldiers and their 
families, and to the lOth 
Mountain Division of 
about 30,000 troops serv
ing in the war on terror
Ism. 

Finally, Worley won
dered if a need for the 
CDs existed in New York 
City, which suffered the 
worst terrorist attack. 
He called a member of 
the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention staff who re-

. ferred him to David 
Dean , director of mis
sions, Metropolitan New 
York Baptist Association. 

At first Dean said the 
small staff of the associa

DENNIS WORLEY, minister of wor
ship, Brentwood Baptist Church, 
Brentwood, shows several of the 
25,000 CDs produced by the church 
and given to people ~s gifts. 

tion couldn't handle any more 
response to the terrorist at
tacks. Then he called Worley 
back and referred him to a vol
unteer who was developing 
Christmas gift baskets for vic
tims of the attacks. Also Dean 
requested 50 CDs to distribute 
to churches in the New York 
City area. 

CD 
The CD is developed .to min

ister to people, especially non
Christians, said Worley. To set 
it apart from all of the other 
recorded Christmas music, it 

includes testimonies, readings, 
and a greeting by Mike Glenn, 
senior pastor. 

It w~s natural, said Worley, 
to include a testimony by 
Thompson about her experi
ences in Washington D.C., on 
Sept. 11, the date of the terror
ist attacks. This year's record
ing also includes a 16-page 
booklet with messages from 
choir members and a message 
from the entir.e church about 
the terrorist attacks. 

Other volunteers . 
All CDs were shipped by the 

end of November with he lp 
from members who transport
ed the 3,000 to Fort Campbell. 
Also choir member Gene Torti 
of Wurzburg Shipping Compa
ny of Nashville packaged and 
shipped 10,000 CDs without 
charging the church. 

The r.emaining 12,000 CDs 
are being di stributed by 
church members as gifts. A $5 
donation is being asked per CD 
for the first time, Worley ex
plained, to fund the enlarged 
project. 

With all of the excitement, 
Worley is most concerned 
about following God's leading. 
H e doesn't want to be so 
caught up with management of 
the project that he overlooks 
how God wants to use an indi
vidual through it, he said. 

He encourages smaller 
churches to consider trying the 
project. Although the Brent
wood Church has a choir of 
about 125 members, much 
smallel" churches can produce 
a tape for a minimal cost and 
u se it as an outreach, ex
plained Worl~y. 

"We just want it (the proj
ect) t.o be everything God 
wants it to be," he said. 

To obtain a copy of thi s 
year's CD, "Today a Child is 
Born," contact Worley at (615) 
850-3129 or at dworley@brent
woodbaptist.com. • 

empltiS pastor, clturclt ilisiriiJ~te devotional IJoolclet 
LOJlme 'f'ilkey 

~Dtt~st, ~r•~ Reflector 

MEMPHIS - For a long 
me Ray Fullilove, pastor of 
>plar Avenue Baptist Church 
Ire, has enjoyed writing, but 

duties kept him frem 
&·tV'OtJ.ng much time te it other 

tan columns for his church 
•t...-.reoletter and occasional oth-

avenues. 
He has writ
n Sunday 
~hool com
entaries in 
e past for the 
'l.ptist and 
?{lector. 
Fullilove, 

>wever, re- FULL/LO"E 
ived encour- "' 
~ement from his long-time 
entor, Gerald Martin, a for
er pastor of Poplar Avenue 
ho is now deceased, to do 
ore with his writing talents. 
1e Memphis pastor also was 
\couraged to write more by 
llow Shelby Baptist Associa
Jn pastor and friend Adrian 
ogers of Bellevue Baptist 
:lUrch. 

Finally, Fullilove sat down 
and began to develop a booklet 
of Christmas devotionals that 
could be used between Dec. 1-
Dec. 25. The booklet is entitled 
Christmas: God's Moment With 
You and Me. 

In short order, with the help 
of church member Jenny Red
dick, who served as his editor, 
Fullilove wrote the devotion
als. 

"I have been wanting to do 
something like this for years," 
he said.. · 

Fullilove sent a proof copy 
of the devotionals to Rogers 
who gave him an "A-plus" for 
his efforts. "That gave me the 
confidence to keep going," 
Fullilove said. 

Publishing th~ booklet was 
no easy task, however. 

His congregation at Poplar 
Avenue was very supportive of 
his efforts, but finances at the 
small inner city Memphis 
church is limited, Fullilove 
noted. 

Church members joined 
their pastor in praying about 
how to fund the booklet which 
they wanted to distribute as a 

THIS CHRISTMAS devotional 
book vyritten by Ray Fullilove, 
pastor of Poplar A venue Bap
tist Church, Memphis, has 
been distributed to more than 
1,500 people in the area. 

gift to their community. 
Shortly after the congrega

tion began to pray, God an
swered those prayers in a 
mighty way, Fullilove shared. 

Last year a member of the 
y 

church died and the church 
was notified she had left 
~oplar Avenue $5,000 in her 
will, the exact amount needed 
to print the devotional booklet, 
Fullilove said. 

. "God has blessed us in a 
positive way," Fullilove said, 
noting God "opened doors to 
get His Word out in ·a different 
way.. " 

The church printed 1,500 
originally and has had to order 
a second printing of 500 copies, 
he said. 

Poplar Avenue gave a copy 
of the booklet to every heme 
in the community, the pastor 
said. He also distributed it at 
a local health spa where he 
works out regularly and at 
the Union Mission in Mem
phis where it was distributed 
to those attending the special 
Thanksgiving meal held 
there. 

The book has a definite 
evangelistic theme. 

In the preface, Fullilove 
wrote: 

"There are many seasons in 
the year. One season always 
stands out - the season of 

Christmas. There is a differ
ent atmosphere , a different 
spirit, and a different song in 
the air. 

"The reality of Christmas 
can be anticipated with possi
bilities for each of us, a posi
tive attitude within us, and a 
blessing for everyone. This is 
Christmas, the moment which 
proclaims a word of hope and 
the wonder of God's miracle. 
It's time to begin again .... 

"Christmas is God's moment 
for you and me. May these de
votions help us prepare for the 
gre~test moment in history -
God's moment for you and me. 
May we let this moment be
come our moment with God m 
Jesus Christ. 

"This is Christmas - Christ 
Jesus in our heart. My prayer 
is that this devotional may in
spire us to do this one thing -
to make room for Jesus as our 
personal Lord and Savior." 

Seeds are being planted , 
FuJlilove said. 

"I will leave the results up 
to the Lord." • - The devo
tional written for Dec. 25 can be 
found on page 14. 
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First person 

Joseph: Silent, forgotten, yet remarkably obedient 
By Jimmy Draper 
For Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE- Joseph, the 
husband of Mary, is the forgot
ten man of Christmas. 

He never speaks a word in 
the b iblical record. He is 

'Joseph the silent. H e ranks 
only s lightly higher than an 
extra in the cast. 

Although 15 U.S. cities are 
named for Joseph, he remains 
the forgotten man of the 
Christmas story. 

But Joseph deserves more 
than that. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson once 
said, "What you do speaks so 
loudly I cannot hear what you 
say." 

Of Joseph we might say, 
"What he did speaks so loudly 

• 

that there was no need for him 
to say anything." Joseph is re
markably simple, but he also is 
simply remarkable. 

It would be difficult to imag
ine a more complicated and 
devastating sit
uation than the 
one in which 
Joseph found 
himself. He 
had a bride 
who was preg
nant because of 
a strange in
volvement with 
God. Joseph 

DRAPER 

bore the condemnation and 
pressure of a community that 
would not and could not possi
bly unders tand. He was a 
northern Palestinian cabinet
maker who was told by God to 

go to Bethlehem and then sud- band's home where h e as
denly instructed to flee to sumed her support. She was to 
Egypt. be taken to his home chaste, a 

Joseph's response can be virgin. Between _ steps one and 
stated in a single, simple word: two, Mary was found to be 
obedience. p-regnant. All kinds of thoughts 

He obeyed God immediate- and options must have flo~ded 
ly. God spoke and Joseph mar- Joseph's mind. To be the object 
ried Mary. of suspicion and back-street 

He obeyed God in painful criticism in a little town like 
circumstances. Mary and Nazareth was not easy. 
Joseph were betrothed or en- He obeyed in spite of fear . 
gaged.· According to Jewish Joseph was terrified to learn of 
tradition, step one was the con- his wife's virgin pregnancy. 
sent phase. Consent was usu- God told Joseph, "Fear not." In 
ally reached when the girl was spite of his fear, Joseph 
12 or 13 years of age. During obeyed. 
this time, the girl continued to He obeyed God by staking 
live with her parents. Howev- everything on God's Word 
er, this was considered a legal- alone. Joseph received a word 
ly ratified marriage. The sec- from God that came to him in a 
ond step was the formal trans- dream. He believed God and 
ferral of the bride to the hus- staked his life and future on 

that conviction. When incTn 

ed by God to flee to Egypt wi 
Mary and Jesus, Joseph did a 
he was told. He accepted th 
consequences of obedience 
cause he trusted God. 

While Joseph is often th 
forgotten man of Christmas 
his example can be an eno 
mous challenge, blessing, au .... 

inspiration to us all. 
May our heart's desire 

Christmas be obedience t 
God. • - Draper is president 
LifeWay Christian Resources 
the Southern Baptist Conv 
tion. 

During Christmas season _ ~-

Television commercial to share hope in Christ with New Yorkefs 
By James Dotson 
For Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - A 
new television commercial pro
duced by the North American 
Mission Board will point peo
ple in New York - and many 
areas of the rest of the country 
- to the hope found in Christ 
at Christmas. 

Schedul ed for broadcast 
Dec. 15-30 on cable television 
outlets in New York City, the 
spot is designed as a follow-up 
to ongoin g Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief efforts in the 
city, said Robert E. "Bob" Rec
cord, NAMB's president. 

"In a time when we have the 
uncertainties of war and a pos
sible recession ... we thought it 
would be good ·for Southern 

Baptists to remind the country 
there is hope, and this hope is 
found in Je~us Christ," Rec-
cord said. -

The television campaign 
was the suggestion of several 
key pastors interested in the 
Southern Baptist response to 
the Sept. 11 attacks, Reccord 
said. There are corresponding 
plans to air the ad widely in 
other parts of the country, in
cluding New York State, cen
tral Florida, and north Geor
gia. 

Bobby Welch, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Daytona 
Beach , Fla. , said he is working 
to have the spot aired locally 
and in other parts of the coun
try. "It is another extension of 
how we are making ourselves 
available to encourage with 

he lp a_nd hope people in our 
community and state," he said. 

The spot, which opens with 
the question "What .will be
come of this child?" juxtaposes 
images of a newborn baby with 
images of the hero1sm and self
sacrifice that surrounded the 
terrorist attack in New York. 
"Will his feet walk with others 
in times of trouble?" it asks, 
followed by shots of individuals 
helping others away from the 
dise,ster scene. 

Similar cuts accompany the 
remaining questions: 

''Will his lips speak words of 
kindness and encouragement?' 
Will his arms embrace and 
comfort those in need? Will he 
see through the _eyes of com
passion? Will his ears hear the 
longing of people's hearts?" 

The last phrase, ''Will he be 
willing to make the ultimate 
sacrifice?" is followed by a 
wider shot of the baby and his 
surroundings - now obviously 
Jesus in a mang~r. 

'fhe answer, in white text 
centered on a black back
ground, is simply ''Yes." 

The ad then closes with a 
s triking image of the steel
bea-m cross that recovery work
ers found at the World Trade 
Center site, accompanied by 
the words, "Jesus Christ, the 
true h ope of Christmas. A mes
sage from Southern Baptists." 

"It's a reminder of the sacri
fice Christ made, that he was 
willing to give up his life for 
others - u sing the analogy of 
the firefighters who were will
ing to do that at the Wodd 

Churches help soldiers responding to war ••• 
- Continued from page 1 
military churches who have a 
lot of ministry opportunities 
right now." 

Despite all of the trauma, 
God is "still being glorified," 
said Pettitt. "It's amazing." 

, Greater Missionary Church 

families have members who 
are deployed. 

Each ·of those families have 
three pastors of the church and 
three deacons who check on 
them each week. The church 
leaders will make sure the mil
itary families have a good 
Christmas, he added. 

-
said Freeman. 

Generally, military families 
need a "family that they can 
turn to" because they are away: 
from their extended families, 
he noted. They are often mov
ing to a new place, getting ad
justed, and dealing with other 
problems. 

Clarksville, has about 48 fami
lies whose members are de
ployed, reported Bill Graham, 
associate pastor for missions 
and ministries. Some are de
ployed in the war on terrorism 
and others are serving in Koso
vo or Korea. 

Trade Center," Reccord sa.id, 
adding that the agency hopes 
to follow up with a more evan
gelistically oriented spot next 
year that will include a tele
phone number for response. 

The commercial, produced 
by NAMB's FamilyNet sub
sidiary, follows a similar effort 
in late October in which a full
page ad in USA Today pro
claimed, "There is Hope" 
through Jesus Christ. 

The spot als o has been 
made available to churches, 
state conventions, and associa
tions for broadcast in their lo
cal areas, Reccord said. It is 
available for download in 
computer video format suita 
for display in churches an 
homes through the web si 
www .namb .net/nycspot. • 

shared good ideas on ways 
deal with the experience, r 
ported Graham. 

Many of the family morn .. 
hers are in a new place experi· 
encing their first deploy1men~ 

and first war, he said. 
"They have a lot of J.cc:u1JLf;;i1:1111 

and they think they're 
only ones to have those fee 
ings." 

During the meeting a nrc,·s• 

I 
As 

Willie Freeman, pas tor, 
Greater Missionary Baptist 
Chur<;h here, who retired from 
the Army after serving 21 
years, said military families 
have many needs, especially at 
times of war. 

An~r way the church has 
helped families is church fami
lies keep the children of mili
tary families whose fathers 
and mothers are away from 
home at the same_ time. A 
church family kept some chil
dren in that situation recently 
for about a week. Church fami
lies are willing to do that for 
military families and for more 
extended periods of time, re
ported Freeman. 

One measure of their need$ 
is that many military families 
at Greater Missionary have 
adopted Freeman and his wife, 
Jo Ellen, as their "parents." 

The church, which was fea
tured on the CBS Evening 
News re.cently after several 
soldiers based at Ft. Campbell 
were killed and injured, has 
had special prayer times for 

gram to help youth cope ·In~·'~" 

Although the military com
mun~ty is a close one which 
helps its members, churches 
can have a role in helping 
these families, he said. Greater 
Missionary is working to "en
sure that they are being taken 
car e of in times 'like these." 

About 50 percent of the 
church's members are related 
to Ft. Campbell and about six 

' 

Thankfully, the military 
community and churches are 
better prepared for this war 
because of the Gulf War, 
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Greater Missionary mem
bers also offer help to families 
in the areas of finances, trans
portation, jobs, home and car 
repair, expectant m.ethers, 
J:11.entoring, and prayer. 

Churches can target these 
needs of people or others and, 
thus, reach them for God, said 
Freeman. 

First Church, Clarksville 
First Baptist Church, 

military families. _ 
On Dec. 16 the church had a 

meeting for family members 
which drew about 50. The wife 
of a deployed soldier spoke on 
dealing with the experience. 
Names of family members are 
not released to protect them, 
explained Graham, a retired 
Army Reserve chaplain who 
served 25 years. 

Other partician ts also 

offered. Also family m 
were introduced to churc 
members who will provi 
home and car repairs, de 
scribed Graham. 

For Christmas, an adopt
family project will be offered 
the military families. 

Another meeting of mili 
family members will be held 
January. And on-going spiri 
a1 help will be made ava,· .. ;~u& .. 
to the families, he said. • 



esus, memories comfort at Christmas 

For countless people Ohrist
aas 2001 will be difficult be
ause they have lost loved ones 
inee last Christmas. 

Facing the holidays without 
, loved one can be tmagh. 

However, special Christmas 
1nernor·1es can make that holi
ay a little easier to bear. 

Christmas 2000 was the last 
ne I spent with my grandfa-

ther. Shortly after Christmas, 
"Pop" had a reoccurrence of a 
major health problem and died 
in early February. 

Christmas 2000 is still vivid 
in my mind. I remember that 
we took Pop Christmas shop
ping to K-Mart. He enjoyed go
ing to the local K-Mart because 
they provided benches inside 
the stor e. If he got tired, he 
WO\lld go and sit and wait on 
whoever he was with. 

Pop had just come through 
an extended illness and was 
regaining his strength. He 
walked around K-Mart leaning 
on the shopping cart. He didn't 
want or need any help. 

We gave Pop h is gifts ·early 
last year. One of them was a 

silly little fish that sings "Jin
gle Bells." There wasn ' t any
thing that Pop really needed or 
wanted, so we bought him that 
fish because when he was 
younger and healthier, he loved 
to·go fishing. 

It turned out to be the best 
thing we could have ever given 
h im. H e would sit in his fa
vorite chair an d play that 
thing over and over. When 
someone would come in to see 

- him, he would push the button 
on his fish . 

After Pop's death we were 
given the fish by his wife. It's 
something I will always keep 
because it holds a special 
memory for me. 

That memory won't erase 

the sting of Pop's absence this 
Christmas, but it does bring a 
smile to the face. 

Latch on t o those s pecial 
memories of Christmas. Recall 
the fun you had with a loved 
one , whether it be paren t, 
spouse, or maybe even a child. 

Indeed, Christmas can be
come a sad and lonely time -
if we choose to let it. 

Choose' happiness. Choose 
to remember the good times 
and continue to make special 
memories with loved ones who 
still surround you. 

More importantly, remem
ber why Christmas should nev
er be sad, especially for those 
who are Christians. 

It's the time of year when 

we celebrate the greatest pres
en t ever given to mankind -
God's gift of H is son , J esus 
Christ. 

The gift of Jes u s brings 
comfort and h ope to all who be
lieve and trust Him a s L ord 
and Savior. 

This Christmas, lat ch on to 
a special Christmas memory 
and be sure to tell others about 
God's great gift. 

After all, Jesus is "the rea
son for the season." B&R 

hristmas 2001 will be hard for some after events of Sept. 11 

As I begin to write this col
.mn, I am aware that 'this 

· will be different fQr 
Americans due to· Sept. 

1 and its aftermath. 
Some are anxious about the 

·hh ' "'"' and unsure about the ap
il"OlJrll:ltenef)S of celebrating. It 
nly compounds the grief ami . 
lepression of those who have 
xperienced significant -losses. 
Jow can we celebrate and enjoy 
~-E~lr~s .:when we feel empty 
:rfl:l ·don't see any hope or rea-

=->-

son for celebrating? 
Many look around at this 

time of year and see aH the hus
·tle and bustle of the season, the 
faces of the shoppers looking for 
just the right pr-esentr the 
smiles·, the laughs, the happy 
songs, everyone else seems to be 
having a great time. Maybe we 
go back in our minds to that 
Christmas when everything 
was great and we know that we 
will never forget. how happy we 
were then. For many the
Christmas season is a "set-up" 
that they do to themselves chas
ing the iUusive, ·flitting butter-
fly of happjness. . 

Instead of feeling happy, 
merry, and jovial, many find the 
season produces feelings of hol
low loneliness, haunting memo
ries, an.d helplessness of the 
tyranny of time. The uncertain-

ty. of terrorism, layoffs in some 
industries, hospitalization of 
relatives, emotional disappoint
ment oflet down of family mem
bers, grief over that special per
son who is not here this year, 
frustration because of lack -of 
employment · advancement, and 
the list is endless. 

There is an acronym used by 
Alcoholics Anonymous and oth
er self-help, 12-step groups to 
help each other take better care 
of themselves. HALT reminds 
them not to let themselves get 
too Hungry, Angry, Lonely, or 
Tired. · 

I have a one-track mind. 
When I have my mind on a proj
ect or task, I may even forget to 
eat. I usually then get real hun
gry, so when I do eat, I eat 
everything that doesn't crawl 
off the table before I can get it. 

I have also noticed that when I 
do not eat regularly I am more 
likely to get down emotionally. 
It is important to remind our
selves to eat sensibly and regu-

. larly during the. holidays. 
Despite popular idealization, 

the holidays are a wonderful 
time to nurse grudges, especial
ly with family members. We 
have stock piled and cataloged 
the ~lights and slams of differ
ent family members so that the 
expected reunion for the holi
days brings visions of revenge 
or at least avoidance. Most of us 
will have as good a time with 
people as we make up our mind 
to have. The holidays provide a 
good time for "truces" in family 
feuds. 

Even if you can't get "home 
for the holidays," why not make 
up your mind to spend the time 

with someone , maybe a co
worker's family, church group, 
social group, or somebody. 
Many need to make themselves 
go. Others of us might think of 
those who don't have any place 
to go for the holidays and invite 
them to our house. 

One of the biggest contribu
tors to holiday depression is 
physical exhaustion. Dqn't try 
to do too much. Billy Hanks 
taught ine a valuable lesson 
years ago in a book on daily de
votionals. He said, "The most 
spiritual thing you can do when 
you are tired is REST!" 

I wish for you and your fami
ly a happy and holy holiday sea
son . • - Barkley is professor, 
Baptist Memorial College of 
Health Sciences, Memphis, and a 
family therapist in private prac
tice. 

12 gift ideas this Christmas? Try these for friends, family 

Christmas catalogs arrive 
..... &,.J. Holiday decorations occu
'Y all available shelf space. 
;arols echo from shopping 
nalls until you wonder: How 

• ra.::onu more times can I listen to 
We Wish You a Merry Christ
nas?" 

In the familia·r Christmas 
ong, "On the Twelve Days of 
'hristmas" the singer goes 
hrough a daily list of things 
hey receive. Never once, did 
hey become the giver. Is it any 
1onder parents are undulated 
rith "' want ... . " This year, in
tead of concentrating on what 
I will get" - make this a 
!hris.tmas of what your chil
ren can give. These 12 sugges
ions focus on remembering the 
irth of the Christ child and 

gi:ving as opposed to receiving. 
(1) Invite several of their 

friends over for an afternoon .of 
cookie making. Serve hot cocoa 
and samples of all cookies. Even 
young children can slice and 
hake prepared cookie dough. 
Package ·some for people who 
serve your community - such 
as a local policeman, fireman, 
mail carrier . 

(2) Plan a family mission 
project for the calendar year. 

(3) Take a "pretend vacation" 
where Southern Baptist mis
sionaries are located. Learn 
about the culture, customs, 
food, and country. 

( 4) Schedule a Carol Sing-a
Long for a nearby nursing 
home. Is a piano available? If 
not, bring recorded music. _ 

(5) Grocery shop for home
bound neighbors. Helping oth
ers during this holiday season is 
a gift your children can give. 

( 6) Cook and deliver a meal 
to an elderly neighbor. Involve 
several youth - one brings the 
salad, another a main dish, 
while another furnishes the 
dessert. 

(7) Responsible teenagers can 
baby sit for a stay-at-home mom. 
A couple of hours of pers onal 
time makes a wonderful gift. 

(8) Read the Christmas story 
from Luke 2:1-20 to a blind per
son. Using a computer with a 
large font, type the words from 
the Scripture for those with lim-
ited vision. -

(9) Ask youth to serve at a 
church dinner during the holi
days. Getting to know an older 
generation often creates a bond 
of lasting friendship. 

-(10) Adopt a pet from the 

Humane Shelter if an animal is 
on your wish list. 

(11) Collect toilet articles for a 
homeless shelter (such as tooth
paste, tooth brush, deodorant, 
soap, powder, razor, and blades). 
Ask your congregation to help. 

( 12) Design a· personal 
Christmas card that says: A 
Gift From the Heart!''-What act 
of kindness could your child 
give? Non-writers can illustrate 
with crayons or markers. Per
haps take out the trash one day 
a week, clean their room, set 
the table for dinner, put up gro-

Church of the Covered Dish 

rn:iiffi~~~WfijA~NiTTYYOtJtw'liUO;(G~O)J THESY SAW THeY AlWAYS GEST MO~e 
vAf~OL.IN~ WlTH GOOPieS WHESN YOU GO 

WITH THEM. .. 

y 

ceries, or a multitude of other 
age-appropriate chores. 

As· a parent, give your chil
dren daily devotions . Pray for 
them daily. Be a ·role model of 
what Christ would have you be. 

Teaching children to love J e
sus is the greatest gift of all. • 
- Tom lin is a freelance writer in 
Jackson, where her husband, 
Matt, serves as pastor of Ward's 
Grove Baptist Church. Her book, 
What I Wish It Hadn't Taken Me 
So Long to Learn is available at 
toll free at 1-888-280-7715 or 
www.1 stbooks.com 

ByThom Tapp 

PESOPLE WIU. PO ALMOST AWY
TtitNG TO 5TOP YOU~ ~DlG~G! 
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Traditional, nontraditional miX in favorite carols 
By Adelle M. Banks 
For Religion News Service 

leader at First Baptist Church 
in Bynum,. Texas. "If you have 
the r ange of less than one oc-

WASHINGTON - Ask Car- tave, you can sing that song." 
ol Doran, organist a t Virginia Often mixed in with the sim-, 
Theological Seminary, about her plicity o(the music, says Doran, 
favor ite Christmas carol, and is the ~ssence of it-s message-
she doesn't hesitate. and the ability to remember it. 

"Wi thout question, 'Silent "I think the truth of the 
Night ,' " she said. "Some people words is very important," she 
think it's not Christmas if you said. "You have simple words 
don't sing it." like '0 come, all ye faithful, joy-

But following closely behind ful and triumphant' and people 
in second and third place, in Do- go home singing that." 
ran's book, are "0 £orne All Ye In the church as well as in 
Faithful" and "Joy to the· World." other settings, the frequen-

Beloved by young and old, cy of the favorites is a given 

dustry, artists' CDs often in
clude a mix of old-time favorites 
and newer Christmas tunes. 

"I always encourage every 
artist to revisit those traditional 
carols ," said Loren Balman, 
president of Word Entertain
ment's label groups. 'DJ'hey carry 
tremendous emotional and spir
itual memories." 

But Balman said it's also a 
"constant challenge" to create a 
new sound for the season. 

"Who better than a Christian 
artist to take a look at the real 

weekly chur_chgoers and-those · at Christm;:1st:i,m,e. _ :. ·· · 
who worship mainJy at Christ- "Usually,p"EmjJle are not _ -~ . 
mas, the songs rn.alte the season eager to schedule· --n..ew ... 
for· many·. And many songs hyirms at Christmas sim'j)'ly _ 
make the season, with everyone because people w~o come-to:v-. 
having their faf oHtes. . -church ,~xpect· the ole}:·::.-... · 

• 

: Auth_qi: Ac~· Cullin~ .started . ~ymns/'" sai~ Doran'-: the ccp~_-(. 
w1th a hst of 250 tunes when he . au.thor of two· Pyml}.~ls -~ll,d~ . 
began ~om piling B_tories Beh_ind. ··. :profess9i. of mlisic aild littft~! ??·~ .. 
the Best-Loved Songs of Christ- gy at the Epi$c·opal semi- ·~!.t~· · 
mq-s, a new book published by. nary in Alexandri~, Va. ? ,..5f.~ 
Zondervan. Paring _ that list .Likewise, on many al-: " :·.; 
back to a mere 31 ga.·:•/e-hi:m in- bums in both the s€~~lar anlf_ meaning ofChristma,s and bring 
sights on which carols have en- the Christian markets;-the tra- a fresh perspective in the cut
dured and wl).y. ditional is inixed with the non~: . rent musical Janguag-e; both 

. Th.e first stipulation was the traditional, but they'r-e· 6Uen.· from a lyrical standpoint and a 
"couldn't live. without" concept, top-heavy with old standbysf:~~~ · sonic standpoint, to create what 
but Colli~s and other experts "Even artists don't sing ~it._ may be .the Christmas master
s~y th'ez:.~ --~re nur,nerqu$ other songs,".said Collins.·'.'They; .. i:i~f pieces for another generation?" 
reas.on·s-f9F.~tbeir popula:f-ity. to sing the songs that~they~~' the Nashville-based executive 
· Throug~out the"';n chapters growirig_ up." , - · ·"' >~ \:.~l)~;. asked. 

that look/ at one song each; the . . Buf :t hete .are s ome exc~;., :~ Word recorded singer Amy 
wotd :"si.p_j,ple" pops up':a$ one of -~ t~~n-s to the mostly tradjtiofl:~l Grant's rendition of one -of the 
the ~_end:Ei)ring - aspects ef th.e rule. Fred Hammond, a;_Chrls)<:.. most popular contemporary 
music- sU.)}g over and ov.~r ciur- ian artis~ known for pi6~eeri.n.g~ Christmas s.ongs written in the 
in~ .p~¢ep.?.ber. In an int~&\e)V, ti}"ban praise and worsh.ip;--.h~~ a_,:' last decade. Balmari described 
Qp}l!.~€q;tes "Angels We:~~ve,, Qhristma's album- out this f ear-< "Breath of Heaven" 'as "pure eel
Hear-d oii)figh" as ,an exarp,ple. ;. t}\at features "new hol-iday~~l,;: "' ebra:tory worship of ,Jesus 

"The entire song span:s : s.ix:' vorites" but also incluaes "Go·" Cprist and His birth." 
notes~ so anyone can lit~,r.i=J:Hy , _'l'ell It on the Moui?-tain.'' _. --~-:.·'·)~ · N song that debuted in 2000, 
sing it," said Collins, a~&QJ!lg ·' : ·- . H1_the Christian tece~dl:ngS~- "The Christmas Shoes," features_ 

' J - ~ . :--h-. -:. -~ ~ .f. ..ctY,·:. ...... ,.,... 
~- , . - . . - .. ' . 

._ ~"" .... ·, ... 

ChUrches h~l(i~8EI-I : r~SidEmtS observe holiday 
Many Tennessee Baptist ~ 

groups minister to residents of 
Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes at Christmas. 
· One of those chur.ches is 
Woodmont Baptist Church; 
Nashv11/e, which lead Christ- . 
mas activities for children liv
ing in the Woodmcmt Cottage 
of the TBCH Brentwood Cam
pus. The church helps the cot
tage year round and has done 
-so for many years, reported 
Betsy Parham, minister of 
preschool and children. 

Children in Sunday School, 
Royal Ambassadors, and Girls 
in Action of the chvrch lead 
the ministry. They are assist
ed by other members. The 
cottage or /!louse was built by 
gifts of church members, -

, On Dec. 5 about 60 mem-
bers of the church met with 
the six residents of the cot
tage and their houseparents. 
The group enjoyed a meal 
and opened Christmas· gifts 
brought by the Woodmont 
group. 

• 

Christian singing group New
Song telling the story of a little 
boy who wants to buy shoes as a 
Christmas present for his dying 
mother. Reaching Christian and 
mainstream audienc~s, the sin
gle topped Billboard magazine's 

2001 

list s of top adult contemporary mas Day" was written by poet 
songs at the end of t he last Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
Christmas season. The group during the Civil War, while 
debuted a new Christmas al- <'White Christmas," "I 'll Be 
bum featuring the song this fall. Home for Christmas," a nd 

Collins said another contem- "Have Yourself a Merry Little 
porary tune., "Mary, Did You Christmas" all were first record
Know?" is a spng in which ed during World War II. 

Christian singer, song- "When you have Christmases 
writer, and comedian Mark that are incredibly meaningful 
Lowery "put himself in the to you- maybe you're separat
position of a reporter inter- ed from your loved ones -
viewing J\4ary." every elemel}t of Christmas an-

In addition to simple _chors itself in your heart, your 
w_ords and charming tunes, soul, and your mind," said 
Collins said this song - Collins. 
like many of the new and So, in these post-Sept. 11 
Qld clas$ics - found ·its own times, is a new Christmas clas
way to stand eut from the sic in the·offmg? 
others. "You can't predict it," said 

"It carved out a niche," Collins. · . 
he said. "When you look But when' lighting this ye_ar?s_ 

hack over all these Christmas National Christmas Trei,;_the
songs, they are each unique in president cited another fav9tite 
their own ways." carol as a means of soothing_ a 

.Another key to a carol's pop- nation at an insecure time. 
ularity is the times in whic)l it ''This season finds our coun-
is written- or recorciled. ' try with losses to mourn an.d 

J 

, Collins said there were lots of great tasks to complete," Presi-
. candidates for popular carols .dent George W. Hush said at the 
written in the 1950s, but they Dec. 6 ceremony not ·far from. 
often were nev:e-r recorded by the White House. 
more than one person. "In all those tasks, it is worth 

"They .didn't · ~ake it more recalling the words from a beau
thai! one season because Christ- tiful Christmas hymn. In the 
mases we_re normal Christ- third verse of '0 Holy IN'lght' we 

• mases," he sai~l. "They weren't sing, 'His law is love and His 
Christ mases when ·there was a gospel is peace. Chains He shall 
treme.ndous insecurity in. the ~ break, for the slave is our broth
world.'' . er. And in His name all oppres-

"1 Heard the Bells on. Christ- . sion shall cease ' " • . ~ . ·. - ~ . ' ~ . - ~~ 
";. "~ - I ~........-
' ~ ./ii _,..~lht- 1 .r 

;. ";-. ._ I' .: t"" "",: I-"\ _,· - ..... ·~-~ 
• .,. • il! ':t- y 

. · 111 v . . 
Hospital ~oE.fe_rs: tips ;:on coping 
With grit!f9ncl the 'hOlidays 

. ¥ - . . 
For Baptist & Ref!e((tgr~, else. Helping others often can 

~: .. "-' serve as therapy for yourself. 
NASHVILLE - wtrile many Volunteer at your local soup 

people will be hummi:r)g "Jingle kitchen, nursing home, church, 
Bells" this Christmas,.)D.any oth- or hospital. 

' . ~ - .. 
ers will be findi~g~.tl}e holiday (4) Plan to get out. 
season filled with 'loneliness .or (5) Shop early. Sometimes 
grief. shopping can be stressful and 

"The holidays can be a diffi... add to yeur feelings of grief. To 
cult time for those who have lost respond to this, shop early to 
a lov~d one·," said Joan Furman, avoid crowds. 
holistic nurse pr"actitioner at ( 6) Set limits. Realize that 
Baptist Hospital here. the holiday season is not going 

. ''Peeple who are grieving the to be easy. Try to set limitations 
loss of a loved one need the sup- and recognize that you may not 

· port of family membel7s, friends, be able to participa•te in all the 
their physician, neighbors, and activities you did the year be-
many others." fore. 

Furman offers the following (7) Care for your body. When 
tips for coping with lone\in.ess or you are lonely or grieving the 
grief cilurin.g the holiday s~ason. · loss of a loved one, it is particu-

(1) Be honest about your feel:- , larly important to care for your 
ings. Share your concerns, body by eating well-balanced 
thoughts, and apprehensions · meals, drinking plenty of liq
about the holiday season with a uids~ exercising regularly, and 
relative or mend. If you are feel- getting adequate sleep. 
ing lonely or depressed, do not "'f you have a friend or fami-
try to hide those feelings. ly member who has experienced 

(2) Recognize that there is no the loss of a loved one and is 
right or wrong way to cope. Each lonely, don't be afraid to bring 
perSOJ?. handles grief and loneli- up the loss in conversation," 
ness differently. Furman. said. "Surround him or 

'(3) Do something for someone her with love and support .... " • 



A Publication of Carson-Newman College 

issionary Tree 
C-N History as a Work of Art 

Carson-Newman's M_issionary 

Tree is a story within the C-N 
story. The College's 150-year 
histoiy (n~ludes something of a 

:gene~gy~ of Christian service 
clljfrnep'fltfs of a special sesqui-

.. :.e:~ru'innial subcommittee want
ed to celebrate, but were initially 

puzzled about how best it should 
be noted. 

"We have long known and 
have always felt blessed in know
ing the positive global impact 
that our Carson-Newman alum
ni have made through Christian 
mtsswns" said Suzanne 
Matheny, .of C-N's alumni rela
tions office. "And I am particu
larly happy that, thanks to Chip 
Bishop and the sesquicentennial 
alumni 
eve nts 

throughout the world." 

Jack "Chip" Bishop, a 1978 

C-N alumnus, first suggested 

the possibility of using a tree 

motif to convey the intercon

nectedness of missions work to 

C-N's mission. The commit

tee reviewed a host of ideas for 

the tree and decided on using 

the design and plan submitted 

by Knoxville artist Mack 

Hickey. 
An art teacher at Carter 

High School who _ also gradu
ated from Carson-Newman in 
~ 977 , Hickey designed a 
sculpted pottery piece in the 
form of a tree. Interestingly, he 
chose the ancient Japanese 
method of Raku firing as a 

refined by fire , which I under
stand grants it a one-of-a-kind 
character and make its flaws beau
tiful," said Matheny. "Surely that 
is the essen ce of missions work 
and the work of missionaries." 

Before submitting a design, 
Hickey said he spent much time 
in prayer about exactly what he 
felt God wanted him to do with 
the project. "Each step of the way, 
I am simply working what I feel 
God directing me to do with the 
clay," says the Arlington Baptist 
Church member who has twice 
been a part of mission projects in 
Russia. "One of the reasons I 
wanted to do 
this project 
was because 
mtSSlOnS IS an 
tmportant 
part of my life 
and I under
stand how it 
affects those 

h " w o serve. 

s..u b·co m
mtttee, we 
now have 
a way to 
commem
orate the 
Im por
tance of 
miSSIOnS 

and honor 
t h o s e 
alumni 
who have 
shared 
God's love 

means of finish
ing -rhe piece. 
Once sculpted, 
the piece was kiln 
fired to an aston
ishing 2,000 
degrees and 
placed in saw
dust, which 
b lackened the 

The base of 
the C-N tree 6.17.....__..::~_:L....;.;:~::__,;,~ cared missionaries 

who ha..ve carried the gospel 
message around the world for a 
century and a half. 

I 

glaze, giving the . . 
p tece untque 
stresses and indi
viduality. "There 
is a fitting sym
bolism at work 
thelct our mission 
tree has been 

is black, while its branches and 
foliage are highlighted by splashes 
of copper that reaches in the tree
top that represent nations and 
continents. Hickey, who calls 
retired C-N art professor Dr. Earl 
Cleveland his m entor, says the 
copper streaks represent C-N edu-

Initially unveiled during the 
college's homecoming celebra
tion, C-N's Missionary Tree was 
on display in the exhibition hall 
during the TBC annual meeting 

Pastors' Conference Focuses on Church Growth 
Church growth is simple, says 

Dr. Ron Stewart, pastor of 

Knoxville's Grace Baptist Church. 

"Growing churches are focused on 

Jesus," he told those gathered for 

Carson-Newman's Fall Pastors' 

Conference. 

Stewart's understanding of 

church growth has developed in 

the 13 years he has served as se

nior pastor of Grace church, 

which grew from a congregation 

of less than 300 in 1988 to a 

ministry that presently serves over 

2,000 members. Citing a recent 

Baptist and Reflector article, the 

Ohio native asked attendees how 

it is possible that some 11,000 

SBC churches failed to baptize 

one person during the past year. 

"It's not because they ceased to 

be good people, or because they 

don't believe or preach the Bible," 

he argued. "And it's not because 

they don't pray. It's because they 

lose their focus. They have for-

gotten who they are and where 

they are going." 

Dr. Stewart maintains that 

any church that is going to 

grow must keep its focus. "The 

purpose of the church is to 

reach out to the lost in the 

community around it and to 

minister to their needs," he said 

asserting that churches are of

ten stymied in their work when 

infighting overtakes soul win

nmg. 

Prior to Stewart's sermon, C-N 

Religion Professor, Dr. Walter 

Crouch led a Bible study on 

church growth. "A church is not 

healthy unless people are walking 

the aisles out of the everyday wit

ness of its members," he said. "If 
the church is doing what it 
should, growth, numerical and 

otherwise, will rake care of itself. n 

.... 
·- • 

in November. Alums who have par
ticipated in missions signed a regis
tration book that honors their 
Christian service. 
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By Nmm~ Meauls, Assistant 
BSM Director 

A long-standing tradition for 
Carson-N ewm a n s rudenrs is 
their involvement with summer 
missions. Each summer students 
respond to the call ro serve oth
ers around rhe world and here at 
horne . T his pas t summe r 41 
s tude n ts we re involved in a 
variety of ministries that includ
ed homeless she lters, pove rty 
home repair, camps, traveling 
evangelism teams, teaching Eng
lish as a second language and 
youth. Sixteen students served 
right here in Tennessee, 13 in 
other states, and 12 in places like 
Brazil, Poland, Thailand, Mexi
co, W es t Indies, Turkey and 

' China. 
" I worked sunup to sun

down," said Michaela Bundon, 
a junior religion major from 
Knoxvi lle. Michaela was the 
recreation leader for two weeks 
at the Youth Music and Drama 
Camps sponsored by the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention at 
CarsonSprings and LindenVal
ley Conference Centers. She 
understands now that service is 
a calling that she enjoys .. 

Tuhnical Schoo~ Mukdahan, ThailAnd 

ISSIONS 2001 
. 

Michaela also spent 12 days in 
Radosc, Poland, a suburb of 
Warsaw, with a team from For
est Hills Bapri sr Churc h , 
Nashville. This International 
Mission Board (IMB) sponsored 
team , worked at the Baptis t 
T heological Seminary of Radosc 
with youth and children' s 
camps. Pastors from all over the 
country observed how to teach 
Vacation Bible Schools. This be
ing Michaela's first time in a 
different culrure , she w as 
amazed at how much the ream 
could communicate through the 
language barrier. "The children 
loved us and were thrilled to be 
at the camp." Even the simplest 
games and toys brought so 
much joy. It was fun to watch 
their faces!" 

Ainy Shorner, a ·senior reli
gion major from Blue Ridge, 
Virginia, served for ten weeks 
through the 1MB in Madrid, · 
Spain with Rusty and Peggy 
Alums~ 1MB Gateway Coor
dinators. Amy. worked with a 
team of 12 students surveying ' 
and researching in preparation 
for church planting. She enjoyeQ. 
getting to know the Romanians 
while visiting· in their homes. 

Toward the end of the summer 
she witnessed the fruits of her 
team's labor through a Bible 
study/churc h started for 
Ecuadorians. "God can use you 
to do anything, if you are 
willing. You learn more about 
loving God through loving 
people." 

"My experience with World 
Changers as a participant in high 
school and as a leader this sum
mer has affirmed my career deci-. . 
SlOn 10 mtSSlOnS, 
said Jarrett r U!UA.I 

a junior fro 
Dayton who i . . . 
maJOnng 10 mass 

. . 
communtcattons. 
Jarrett served as 
Missions Com-
munications Specialist with a 
World Changers traveling team 
in Mississippi and New Orleans, 
Louisiana spo nsored by the 
North American Mission Board. 
H e to ld participants about 
fu rther missions opportunities 
and assisted with media coverage 
for World C hangers events. 
"The best part was ~alking to 
kids who were so excited about 
missions and the work they can 
d 

, 
o. 

H eath er Carter , a junior 
applied psychology major from 
Mechanicsville, Virginia, served 
for ten weeks in Mukdahan, 
Thailand with Scott and Valerie 

~ Payn e, IMB missionaries. She 
taught an English Club for high 
sch ool studen ts at Mukdahan 
Technical School and taugh.t 
English at the "Good News" 
Church. Despite feeling inade
quate and out of her comfort 
zone at times, she learped that 

On Mission 

C-N stridmt Vacation BWib~kTcjr;;;J-;;;;;; 
Th~ological Stminary of Radosc, Poland 

"when God calls , He 
will help you accom
plish His goals." She 
also enjoyed worship
ping in a different cul

ture. " It's so different from 
home here, we took our shoes 
off and sat on the floor. It wa.S 
. . 
10spmng to s10g common tunes 
in different languages and know 
that God hears us all as we wor
ship together." 

· Witnessing poverty in East 
Tennessee is not a new experi
ence for Amanda Wilson, a soph
omore religion major from 
Jefferson City.' She has worked 
with C-N's Appalachian 
Outreach, poverty home repair 
ministry, for five years. This 
summer, however, she got a first
hand look at different types of 
poverty and suffering from hate 
1and violen_ce in Gondola, 
Mozambique and Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. She spertt two weeks in 
a third world training· camp in 
Florida b efore departing for 
Mozambique, where she helped 
build rondavals (round huts) for 
an AIDS orphanage •and Bible 

school through Teen Missions 
International. 

The highly structured mis
sions experience taught Amanda 
about sacrifice. "Service is not 
about m e it ' s about othe rs ." 
The trip inspired her interest in 
more .Bible study , taught h~er -:. 
that she could live with so mucll -

· less than she thought before go- ~ 
ing, and helped her gain a better 
understanding of cultural diffet 
ences. She saw a refugee camp 
in Ethiopia and felt the bitter
ness and hatred of the people re
sulting from war and oppression. 
She learned the in:tportance of 
meeting the physical needs of 
people while sharing the love of 
Christ with them. 

Scripture instructs us that we 
are blessed more when we give 
than when we receive, yet stu
dent su'mmer missionaries at 
Carson-Newm a n College 
brought home from thei r life
changing experiences h earts 
overflowing with the joy of ser
vice and compassion for others. 

C-N 
With Car~on-Newman's Religion Faculty On Mission 

is produc~d by 

Carson-Newman College's 
Church Relations Office Dr. Ross Brummett , 

•Taught Winter Bible Study at 

lnskip Baptist Church, 

Knoxville 
•Led C-N's Pastors' Conference 

on Prayer 

•Currently helping teach an 

Adult Sunday School class, FBC 

Jefferson City 

•Served on the Committee on 

Committees ofFBC ofJefferson 

City 

Dr. Toby Ziglar 
•Supply preaching in area 

churches 

•Led Winter Bible Study Con

ference on ~pus 
•Led Winter Bible Study in four 

area churches 

•Taught in St. Petersburg, 

Russia in the St. Petersburg 

Evangelical Theological Academy 

Dr. Mel Hawkins 
•Active with the Baptist History 

and Heritage Committee mem

ber &... the Baptist Heritage 

Commission of the Baptist 

World Alliance 

• Editor, Baptist '!-~is tory and 

Heritage 

•Presently pastor of Mulberry 

Gap and Jones Chapel United 

Methodist Churches in Del Rio, 

TN. Appointed under the "oth

er fellowship status," a provision 

that allows the appointment of . 

ministers ordained in other tradi

tions to parishes while retaining 

their denominational 

a.ffiliatio n 

Dr. Walter Crouch 
•Served as Interim- FBC 

Kingsport, 3 1 months 

• Led Revivals, Bible Studies, 

Pulpit supply in area churches 

•Led C-N's Pastors' Conference 

Bible study 

• Sponsor of Ministerial Alliance 

•Community ministries includes 

- coach AAU Basketball, Lit~e 

League Baseball', Middle School 

Football ' 

•Taught in Russia at St. 

Petersburg Evangelical 

Theological Academy (going 

again in May) 

•Led C-N student missions trip 

to Mexico/South Texas 

•Currently Interim Pastor, 

Central Baptist, Fountain City, 

Knoxville 

Carolyn Blevins 
• Led Bible studies and Baptist 

History seminars in area 

churches 

Dr. Don Gamer 
•Supply preaching in area 

ci?.urches. Led in Winter Bible 

Studies in area churches 

Dr. Brian Austin 
• Served as Interim Pastor of 

Piedmont Baptist Church in 

Dandridge for 15 months 

Dr. Don Olive 
•Supply preaching in 10 area 

churches 

•Served as Interim in FBC 

Bristol, Virginia for 5 months 

David Buchanan 
Editor 

Mark Brown 
Contributing Editor 

J. Charles Key 
Conttibutmg Photographer 

Kathy Lawson 
Paige Munroe-Mattocks 

Proofreading 

For mort informarion on Canon-Newman 
provams and mission opporrunities, plcaK 

ca11 865.·m.3218 
or email dbuc:banan@cn.edu 
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OlD or e es 
C-N's Sesquicentennial Immortalized in Music 

Members of C-N's Sesquicentennial 
Sreering Commi ttee wanted ro ensure 
that the College's 150rh birthday cele
bration would provide a legacy ro the 
faith long after rhe celebrants were 
gone. To char end, a music subcom mit
tee and Carso n- N ewman 's mus ic 
deparrmenr commissioned noted lyri
cist W es Forbis ro pen a hymn using the 
College's mono of T ruth , Beauty, and 
Goodness. 

held. Sandra Ford, a retired elemen
tary school reacher from Mamnsville, 
Virginia, who has been published by 
LifeWay and Henshaw Inc., won the 
$500 prize for her melody. 

Commission~d for rh~ /50th 0/UIJ ... tnary of Canon·NttnniJn Coll~gt 

God of Beauty, Truth and Goodness 
Words: W. L. Forbis 
Thne Name: Mossy Creek 

Music: Sandra T. Ford 
Choral Arr: James Pethel 

Once Forbis completed the lyrics of 
God of Beaury, Truth, and Goodness, 
the text was submitted to a pair of 
music journals and a tune conrest was 

Clark Measels, chair ofC-N's music 
department, says the response to the 
hymn has been over;whelmingly posi
tive. "When you commission a work 
in two stages, you always hope for the 
best. And I am pleased to say that the 
feedback has been remarkable." 

T he hymn is made available here 
for church use. Copies are available by 
contacting C-N's music department. 

A GIFT FOR YOU 
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- ry, Truth a nd Good-ness. Lord of Was-dom yet un -

and cry for Jus - tice. Sba.rewith lhose wbo don't be -
and live with Hon - or, Bear-ing Wit- ness 10 His 

- ful Cel - le - bra - tion, God in Christ has con - quered .. ... ... 
ll 

~ I 

I""-

:J ~ .. .. ~ . 
Strength to match lhe Vis - ion As we come be - fore Your 

- mem - ber as you serve them, Sing for lhose who have no 
- cr - pies, build the fu - ture, Un - til Christ is Lord or 

real - ly are a wit - ness, Sing un - til you have no 
•• ~ • .. .. .. 
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JOY - ful AI - le - lu - ia, Prais-ing God 10 all you 

... ill {#- .. .. • • ~ • . . . . 
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In ~ele~!-~t.ing 150 years of 
Christian...higlter education at 
. Carsorl-NeW"'hlin College, the 
Religion -beparrment, committed 
to the service of Christ and His 
church, designed and wrote this 
book to offer readers their thought
ful reflections upon the life of Jesus 
as the model for Christians in every 
relationship of life. The Bible clear
ly reveals Jesus Christ as the Living 
Word of God, in history. By study
ing carefully the biblical record of 
Christ's various relationships, we all 
may learn how God's ultimate rev-

elation of Himself, His Son and 
our Savior, Jesus, behaved toward 
others. And then we can seek His 
guidance and strength, by His 
Holy Spirit's work, to live our 
Christ-like relationships of our 
own. These chapters are offered in 
simple gratitude for God's on-go
ing work in each of our own lives. 
But we also offer these chapters 
with the prayer that He will use 
these pages co assist His work in 
y~ur life commitment to follow Je
sus in personal relationship with 
God and with others. 

~ 
tJ 

3: =t =t • • • 1! • 

do, Andre- mem - ber as you wit- ness, God is sing-ing o - ver you! 

~ ,.. ill •• • - .. .. • - .. . .,. . . 

- -- -
we are offering this book as a gift to aU Tennessee Baptists who wish to 
~w a (.opy. Please contact Church Relations at Carson-Newman Col
pkge at 865.471.3245 or J!buchanan@cn.edu. 

Words Copyright <02000 by Carson-Newman College. Music Copyright 0 2000 by Sandra T. Foret 
All Rights Reserved. 

Seminar Offers Fresh Water for "Dry Brooks" 
C-N, TBC, and MTM Partner to Restore Displaced Pastors 

Carson-Newman College, 
in conjunction with the Ten

nessee Baptist Convention 

(TBC) and the Ministering to 

Ministers Foundation (MTM), 

holds two retreats per year for 

pastors and other ministers 
who find themselves jobless, 

burned-out, or in the midst of 

being shown the door. "There 

are certainly those who 

burnout," said Charles Chan-

.._dler, MTM executive director, 
"but most of our attendees are 

stunned and broken by the 

news that they are being forced 

to leave their positions." 

According to Chandler, 
there is a rather common mod

el employed in displacing a 

minister. He said it almost al

ways includes a small group 
who claim they don't want co 

embarrass the minister publicly, 

who generally offer a better 

severance package if the deed is 

done quietly and who seem to 
move quickly before most oth

er church members realize what 

is happening. 
An attendee at a recent 

gathering said two of those fac

tors were central to his depar-
. . 

ture as an associate pastor m 

the last few years. With more 

than a decade of service to the 

congregation, and shortly after 
a new senior pastor arrived, he 

was staggered to hear his new 
boss tell him it was rime for 

him co go. Beyond that injuri
ous news, he said the insult 

came when he was told he 

lacked the spirituality to help 

execute needed adjustments. 
" One brief paragra ph 

swamped me. Waves of anger, 
humiliation, fear, frustration, 

doubt, and even more anger 

pushed me to my wit's end," he 

recalled, referencing a passage 

from I Kings; "I was watching 

my brook dry up!" 
To survive frnancially, his 

wife doubled her workload 
while he took a menial position 

at less than half of what he had 

been making. He said that 
God's grace was manifested in 

rwo major ways that kept him 
from utter despair. First was 
the outreach and financial sup

port of church members who 
learned after rhe fact that a 

small group had secured his de

parture. 
The second phase of grace 

was the mending he said he be

gan co feel lase fall during the 
retreat held earlier this year. 

"Attending the MTM retreat 
with m y wife at Carson-

Y 

Newman accelerated our heal

ing process," he said gratefully. 
''A few months after our MT M 

week, I w as called to a new 
church with a wonderful staff 

and loving people." 
Though he says it is an expe

rience he would not want any

one else to have to suffe r, he 

rests secure in the knowledge 
that the Lord's grace d oes en 
dure; " M o re than a n y thing 

else, I learned that when o ur 

brook dries up, God provides 

us a new direction. 
"I'm still dealing with the 

aftermath of that ultimatum. 

It's been 13 months. T here's 
still tension in my family. I 

don't trust all church mem bers 
like I use to. The pain of sever-

ing relationship with hundreds 

of people in my former church 
is awful. O ur personal finances 

are st ill shaky. My d augh ters 
and wife are looking for new 

close friends. 
"Our future, however, is as 

bright as can be. We've learned 

co trust God in the darkest of 
t imes a n d fo und ch at H e's 

faithful. A few of the leaders in 
my former church took my job 
but I discovered they couldn't 
take my minist ry.» 

Registration information for 
MTM is available by contact-

ing C-N's Church Relations 
Office at C-N Box 71937, 
Jefferson City, TN 37760, 

865.471.3218, or online at 

www.cn.edu/thecoUegelnor
tonl schedule.html 

...-----..... 
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Sharpen your Skills 

Spring 2002 Semester: Spring Pastors' Conference 
EDUC 569 - Understanding Families, 3 hours 
This course will explore the mulrigenerational process, the family 
cycle and emotional, moral, and spiritual development. 

May/Summer 2002 Term: 

EDUC 638 - Spiritual Issues itz Cozmseling, 1 hr 
This course focuses upon how spiritual growth impa~rs the health 
and development of the whole person. 

EDUC 674- Surviving Terrorism, 3 hrs 
This course explores the psychological effects of terrorism, espe
cially as it impacts spiritual and emotional health. A special focus 
is placed upon developing skills that enable one to cope with inse
curity and fear. 

For more information regarding Gradua_te Studies, contact: 
Jane McGill 
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April 16, 2002 
Dr. Roben Smith joined the faculty at Beeson in 

1997. Prior to his arrival at Beeson, he was the Carl E. 
Bates Associate Professor of Christian Preaching at 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He was 
the 1996 recipient of Southern's Findley B. Edge 
Award for Teaching Excellence. Dr. Smith earned the 
A.S. degree from God's Bible College and his B.S. at 
Cincinnati Bible College. He completed his Master of 
Divinity degree at The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. An ordained Baptist minister, he served as 
pastor of the New Mission Missionary Baptist C hurch 
for twenty years before returning to Southern to com
plete his Ph.D. He is the author of A Study ofChristian 
Ministry in the African American Church, Preparing for 
Christian Ministry and co-editor of A Mighty Long 
journey. 

Graduate Admissions & Services 
Carson-Newman College 
Jefferson City, TN 3.7760 

865:471.3460 
jmcgill@cn.edu 

·-

l 

j Dr. Robert Smith · 
Professor of Christian Preaching 

Beeso~ Divinity School 

Make plans now ·to be a par-t of this special event next 
spring. There is no cost and you will have the opportu
nity to hear one of the premier preachers of our time . 
Dr. Smith will also lead a session on sermon prepara
tion. Call865.471.3218 or e-mailldawson@cn.edu for 
more information. 

---- ._ ......... 
_____ j 

Drs. Dawn and Bobo To Lead February Ball Institute 

Dr. Marva Dawn 

Future Events 

Dr. Fred B.Craddock 

Fall Pastors' 

Conference 

October 22, 2002 

Theologian, educator with 
"Christi~s Equipped for Ministry" 
and Teaching Fellow in Spiritual 
Theology, Regent College, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Dr. 
Marva Dawn is well known for 
her teaching and lecturing in the 
area of worship and community life, 
spirituality and Christian ethics. 
H er books on the church in modern 
culture, vocational ministry, wor
ship and spiritual development are 

widely read in the Christian com
munity. She has also authored nu
merous articles. 

Rev. Dr. Ronald L. Bobo is cur
rently pastor of West Side 
Missionary Baptist Church in St. 
Louis Missouri where he serves a 
congregation of over 2100 mem
bers with a staff of 36. West Side 
operates 'over 75 different ministries 
to serve the people of S t. Louis 
County. 

BHHS Annu~l Meeting SefFor June 
The Baptist History and H eritage 
Society's (BHHS) Annual meeting will 
be held June 20-22, at First Baptist 
Church, Jefferson City which is located 
adjacent to the campus. Carson- ' 
Newman's Center for Baptist Studies 
sponsors this event. In conjunction 
with the BHHS gathe~ing, ·The 
Southern Baptist Library Association 
will be meeting June 19 and 20. 
Registration information is available by 
contacting BHHS at 1.800.966.2278. 

~· 

Christmas is a time of celebration and hope. As we gather with family and friends this holiday season to 
sing songs of peace and joy, let us take great comfort in the holy birth of our Lord. He is Emmanuel, 

God with us. Let us rejoice in the One who brings light into a darkened world, and offers life to all who 
will believe. Christmas is a time for us to tell the world of God's greatest and most sacrificial gift, the 

gift of His Son Jesus Christ. -

May you be blessed with the peace of Christ this season. 

Your Carson-Newman Family • . 
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Home Improvement In 
·Jesus Name! 

' 

Created in 1984 by two Carson-Newman students 
Appalachian Outreach (A 0.) is a ho~e repair ministry 
for people in need. A. 0. covers a five county area in 
East Tennessee. We want to invite your missions project 

group to be a part of this ministry to the poverty 
stricken in Appalachia. 

Below is a list of upcoming Saturday projects for local 
churches in the East Tennessee area. 

Wmter 2002 Saturday Project Dates 
January 12; Janl:!ary· 26; February 9; February 23; 

March 23; April 13; April 27 

Churches throughout the state will be interested in the 
weeks listed below foE the summer 2002 Appalachian 
Out:reach Projects~ 'Make your plans now and see the 
-contact information below to receive more details about 

_how your church mission team can get involved. 

Summer 2002 Projects 
June 2-7; June 9-14; June 16-21; 

June 23-28; June 30-July 5 
July 7-12; July 14-19; July 21-16; July 29-Aug. 2 

For more information contact our Appalachian 
Outreach staff. Shannon Washam, director; Ray ·~ 

Graham, foreman and Jim Wilson, exec. director. 
phone# 865.475.5611 or 865.471.3537. 
Fax:. 865.471.4583. Address: Box 71904, 

Jeffe~son City, TN 37760. 
E-mail: aoutrech@juno.com 
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TBC Disaster Relief teamS clean NYC homes 
By Marcia Knox 
For Baptist and 
Reflector 

BRENT
WOOD- Watch
ing a young pro
fessional woman 
come to know 
Christ when a 
Disaster Relief 
worker witnessed 
to her made the 
North American 
Mission Board 
dust out in New 
York worth all 
the work, accord
ing to a Ten

ROBERTSON COUNTY BAPTIST Association volunteers 
included, from right, Janet McClain, Hopewell Baptist 
Church, Springfield; Charles and Kathy Patterson, First Bap-

. tist Church, White House; LeRoy Sterry, Bethel Baptist 
Church, Greenbrier; Rhonda Mayo, First Baptist Church, 
Greenbrier; and Jimmie Harris, Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, 
Cross Plains. 

VOLUNTEERS from Tusculum Hills Baptist Church, 
Nashville, included, from left, Alan and Cathey Bartlett, 
Sylvia and Bill Slagle, and Ed and Wanda Smith. 

nessee Baptist Disaster Relief 
team leader. 

"Seeing an event like this 
made the hard work, sleeping 
on jail beds, and being away 
from home and family worth
while," sa-id George McRae, 
;Firs( ~aptist 'Gh!irch, Concord, 

OXllltl!~-g~·ster Relief team 
lt:a~~:Who- worked along with 

. - -
other SBC teams Nov. 24-

Dec. 2 cleaning apartments 
11cross from ground zero. 

McRae's team was one of 
four Tennessee Baptist Disas
ter Relief teams that recently 
served with other SBC Disas
ter Relief teams to clean al 
most 645 apartments in the 
NAMB dust out in New York 
City, according to State Disas
ter Relief director, Tim Bear
den. 

Also serving the same week 
as the Concord team were vol
unteers from Tusculum Hills 
tP4st Ch·urch, Nashville. 
::;erving Dec. 1-9 along l!llith a 
eco:nd team from First 

urch, was a team from -
i't.hL> ... tc~,..,. County Baptist As-

tiotL The teams were 
housed at the Brooklyn Naval 

Yard in the brig, and had 
meals provided by the North 
Carolina Baptist Convention's 
Disaster Relief Feeding Unit. 

"Most tenants were very im
pressed that we were doing the 
dirty work for them in Jesus' 
name," said McRae. "I saw a 
young professional lady, led to 
Christ -by a Disaster Relief 
team member from Alabama," 
he added. 

Besides leading New York
ers to Christ and cleaning dust 
from apartments in Gateway 
Plaza across from ground zero, 
the Disaster Relief teams were 
also able to pray and form rela-

• 
tionships with the .tenants, and 
receive accolades from· New 
Yorkers. 

"We would meet the tenant 
in the morning, and then go up 
to the apartment," said Cathey 
Bartlett, a member of Tuscu
lum Hills Church. "The ten
ants could stay or l eave us 
there. We had some stay, and 
some leave. 

"One young ·couple stayed, 
and we worked together and . 
talked with them for almost 
two days. They are still living 

in a hotel. They 
are Christians, but 
I got the idea that 
they didn't regu
larly attend 

church. We left them with a 
very sweet prayer from our 
blue hat, Ed Smith, and tears 
in our eyes. We plan to keep in 
touch and pray for them." 

According to Bartlett, when 
three New York City firemen 
sat with the team at lunch, 
she thanked them for what 
they did. When one fireman 
asked her what they were do
ing, she said, ''We are Southern 
Baptists, and we're cleaning 
apartments that are full of 
dust." Then the fireman told 
her, ''Thank you." 

Others serving on the Tus
culum Hills Church team were: 
Alan Bartlett, Bill and Sylvia 
Slagle, and Wanda Smith. 

Besides McRae, also work
ing on the Nov. 24-Dec.-2 team 
and their churches were: Bev
erly Walton, Ronnie Ramsey, 
Josh Ramsey, all from First 
Church, and Sue Roach, Mouth 
of Richland Baptist Church, 
Blaine, and Sherry Turley, 
Oakland Baptist Church, Rut
ledge. 

According . to McRae, First 
Church has been in touch with 

the New York Me~ropolitan 
Baptist Association looking to
ward starting new churches in 
New York. McRae also met 
with Norman Solis, a church 
planter missionary with the as
sociation. 

ccsolis is praying for some
one to have a burden for Lower 
Manhattan a nd to come to 
plant a church. Southern Bap
tist Disaster Relief teams 
working around ground zero 
since Octob~r have created a 
lot of goodwill and accep
tance." 

Working on the Dec. 1-9 
First Church team were: Janie 
Norris, team leader Angel 
Spears, Lou Mulsand, P eggy 
May, and Nikki May. 

Working on the Dec. 1-9 
Robertson County Baptist As
sociation team and their 
churches were: Janet.McClain, 
Hopewell Baptist Church, 
Springfield; Charles and Kathy 
Patterson, both of First Baptist 
Church of White House; LeRoy 
Sterry, Bethel Baptist Church, 
Greenbrier; Rhonda Mayo, 
First Baptist Church of Green
brier, and Jimmie Harris, Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church, Cross 
Plains. 

"We met some tenants Dec. 
3, and they had been able to 

get back into their apnrtmcnl::i 
about three weeks earlier only 
to clean and reorgamze," soid 
Kathy Patterson. 

"Since the Disaster Relief 
Teams had been given special 
ID passes that allowed us to 
view the ground zero scene 
from a nearby rooftop, a tenant 
asked if she could go with us to 
look while on a break. She a lso 
persuad ed her husband to 
come with us." 

According to Patterson, they 
all went together and reverent
ly obser ved one of the mos ~ 

horrendous sights that she had 
ever seen. The tenant wanted a 
photo of ground zero. 

"I promised to meet her the 
next day and go with her to 
take a picture. At lun ch the 
next day, she and I made our 
way back on th e roof. We 
look ed, took pictures, and 
talked about how busy God 
must have been that day for so 
many people to be saved. 

"As we were leaving the 
roof, she looked down and saw 
under an air conditioner unit a 
perfectly in tact red Lucite 
hear{ paperweight. It was en
graved Tiffa ny & Company , 
and the paperweight had be
longed to someone in the World 
Trade Center. 

"She asked, 'Do you think I 
could keep this?' I answered, 
'Of course. It will be thrown 
away if you don't.' She held it 
to her breast an d tearfully 
said, 'It is a heart that is not 
broken.' Then we both wept." • 

nessee Baptist Convention staff members take Disaster Relief training 
or Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD -Almost 60 
people, including mostly staff 
members of the Tennessee 
aaptist Convention, attended a 
Disaster Relief training ses
sion held Dec. 6 at the Baptist 
Center in Brentwood. 

The training event was led 
by State Disaster Relief Direc
tor Tim Bearden. 

Disaster Relief courses 
taught were "Introduction to 
Disaster Relief" and "Mass 
Feeding," which included a 
Nalk through the state Feed
mg Unit. 

"The TBC Ministry Council 
felt it was important that peo
?le here take Disaster Relief 
:raining," said Gary Rickman, 
l'BC Ministry Coordinator. 

"TBC employees need to be 

aware of how to do the 
work. They also needed 
to know how .to not get 
in the way when they 
volunteer and how to 
support the work. 

'(We learned that 
during the Sept. 11 re
sponse when we all 
wanted to go that we 
did not have the neces
sary training to go." 

Since Sept. 11, TBC 
churches and associa
tions have requested 
more Disaster Relief 
training sessions. To 
request information on 
upcoming training 
events, contact Lloyd 
Blackwell, volunteer 
missions specialist, at 
1-800-558-2090 or 

y 

LARRY TRIP-
LETT, right, a TBC 
Disaster Relief vol
unteer from First 
Baptist Church, 
Concord, Knox
ville, explains how 
the TBC Feeding 
Unit works to em
ployees of the 
Tennessee Baptist 
Convention and 
others who took 
framing at the Bap
tist Center in early 
December. 



national 
news 

WMU begins 
HEART Fund 
Baptist Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - The · 
WMU Foundation, in conjunc
tion with national Woman's 
Missionary Union, has estab-

. lished the HEART Fund to help 
WMU leaders with emergency 
ministry needs. The impetus for 
beginning the fund was the 
Sept. 11 events in New York 
City and Washington, D.C., and 
the many needs that have been 
identified since then. The fund 
will allow WMU and the WMU 
Foundation to respond to re-. 
quests from WMU leaders in 
humanitarian emergencies. 

The WMU HEART Fund, 
which stands for Humanitarian 
Emergency Aid (for) Rebuilding 
Tomorrow, will be managed by 
the WMU Foundation. Contri
butions to the fund will be used 
to make grants, except for a 
$250 corpfis, which will always 
remain in the account. 

Grants from the fund will be 
awarded by a joint decision of 
the WMU executive. director and 
WMU national president in con
sultation with the WMU Foun
dation president and the foun
dation's executive committee. 

"WMU leaders in New York 
City and Washington D.C., have 
talked with me about the many 
needs created by the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks," said Wanda 
S. Lee, WMU executive director. 

"In each case, I wanted na
tional WMU to help, but I 
quickly realized that we had no 
established way of helping meet 
these needs," she said, noting 
that monies held by the WMU 
Foundation are designa~ed and 
cannot be used for other purpos
es. • 

Pressler's book· 
sent to SBC pastors 
Associated Baptist Press 

HOUSTON Paul 
Pressler's book highlighting the 
conservative side of the battle 
for control of the Southern Bap
tist Convention is being sent to 
about 42,000 pastors. The book, 
A Hill on Which to Die, was sent 
to every pastor in the SBC, ac
cording to a letter accompany
ing the .book. SBC President 
James Merritt and eight former 
SBC presidents signed the let
ter. All but two of the SBC pres
idents during the conservative 
rise to power- Charles Stanley 
and Jim Henry - signed the 
letter. 

Pressler and Paige Patter
son, president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
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and one of the signers of t he let
ter , are widely credited as the 
architects of the con servative 
rise to power in the SBC. 

Critics call their efforts a 
"takeover," while supporters re
fer to it as the "conservative 
resurgence" in the nation's 
largest Protestant denomina
tion. 

"It has become increasingly 
apparent that many have for
gotten the conditions which ne
cessitated the conservative 
resurgence in the Southern 
Baptist Convention," the letter 
said. "The oncoming generation 
needs to know what tran
spired." 

The letter said the presidents 
want every pastor, every semi
nary student, and Southern 
Bapt.ists in general to know and 
understand the issues. 

The letter said tax-deductible 
contributions to offset the cost of 
the project may be sent to First 
Baptist Church in Houston, 
where Pressler is a member. The 
book's paperback version, which 
was sent to the pastors, costs 
$3.50 each, according to the let
ter. 

The church has not put any 
money into the project but does 
receive and pass along tax-de
ductible contributions to Life
Way Christian Resources, ac
cording to staff member Kirk · 
Boudre:;tux. He noted the church 
has received a few checks and 
has sent the money to Life Way. 

The book arrived to pastors 
in an envelope with a LifeWay 
return address. It was sent with 
a non-profit, postage-paid per
mit from Tallahassee, Fla. Life
Way officials said t}le agency 
didn't spend or invest any mon-

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

www. fi berglasschurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSONPIKE o CHATTANOOGA, TN37415 

ey in the mailing. According to 
LifeWay officials, Pressler told 
them a group of his supporters 
funded the project. • 

Baptist pilot helps 
. aid workers escape 
Baptist Press 

MANDERA, Kenya - A 
Southern Baptist missionary pi
lot came to the rescue of 16 
Christian aid workers who had 
fled rioting in a northern Kenya 
town near the Ethiopia-Somalia 
border Dec. 11. 

In God's providence, he was 
available for the mission only 
because the flight plapned for 
that day had been canceled. 

Violent demonstrations broke 
out here after authorities ar-, 
rested an outspoken Muslim re
ligious leader allegedly connect
ed with Osama bin Laden's al
Qaeda movement. 

Local youth raided a Catholic 
church and an agricultural 
training center. They set build
ings and vehicles ablaze and 
looted property worth thou
sands of dollars in an effort to 
get the-imam released. 

BOWLING UNITED INDIUS'lrRn?S ..... 

Baplistries Signs 

~!!.· 
1·800.446-7 400 

FAX: 804-822-2210 S1eeples 

P.O. BOX 2250 • Danville, Virginia 24541 

New Lower Rates For 
Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age 
25 
35 
45 

$150,000 
$11 .03 
$11 .16 
$20.87 _;-

$300,000 
$15.49 
$15.75 
$35.18 

55 $43.71 $80.85 
Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN) 
Toll Fre,e 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.) 
Level death benefit term that does not in
crease for the first 15 years. Written by an 
A-plus Life insurance co·mpany. Preferred· 
male r(\tes illustrated above. Please call 
for other ages and female rates. 

that lasts 

.. 
a subscr~ption to the 

·. WIJP:tist ~1111 R~~tor ,_ "' .• "'. . " 
A one-year subscription to the Baptist aiul Reflector 'is only $10. 

Help -:~e~p 'a ~ff:~aptist ' l~i~ We 

send a ear~ your girt. Send thisl iin, a&V.US'' 

Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, BrentwOOd, TN 37024. 
................................ , .................................... ~ ............... ~··············••,• 
Send~~$c.rjption I: _, ' , "' . ~~1 
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• 
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Later that morning, hun
dreds of rioters encircled the aid 
workers' compound, chanting, 
throwing rocks, and shooting ri
fles into the air. The aid work
ers said they could see homes of 
fellow Christians burning in the 
distance and knew they were in 
trouble. 

An International Mission 
Board missionary pilot heard 
the distress call during his 
lunch break and scrambled his 
staff into action. The pilot works 
in conjunction with African In
land Mission to serve Christian 
workers in East Africa. 

The missionary pilot landed 
his plane at a nearby Kenyan 
military base so as · to miss the 
tumult in town. Sixteen people 

CLASSIFIED 
MISCELLANEOUS 

For sale: 1990 International 59-
passenger school bus by Ward. 
Very good condition, ~4,000 
miles, good paint, new seats, new 
batteries, new starter, good tires. 
$10,000. Call (901) 872-2051 in 
Millingt.on, Tenn. ............. • • • • 
Modular building for sale:- A two
year-old 60' x 24' modular build
ing w/HVAC. Used as education 
or small worship center. Call 
Gladeville Baptist Church, (615) 
444-9550. ....... ~ .... • • • • 
Pews: 37 solid .oak ~bod church 
pews. Pulpit, communien table, 
and two chairs to match . For · 
more information please call 
(931) 738-5937. during the hours 
of 8:30 a.m. until noon. 

MINISTRIES- PASTOR 
·Kensington Baptist Church, Mem
phis, Tenn., is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please send resume with 
salary history to Kensington· Bap
tist Church, 4945 Winchester Rcrl., 
Memphis,TN 38118, Attn. Dale 
Stone. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
First Baptist Church, Camden,
Tenn., is seeking a full-time pas
tor. Interested applicants please 
send resume to Pastor Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, 
P .0. Box 538, Camden, TN 
38320. 

MINISTRIES - MUSIC 
First Baptist Church, Elizabeth
ton, Tenn., is seeking a full-time 
minister of music. If interested 
please send resume to Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, 
212 E F St. , Elizabethton , TN 
37643. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Ballwin Baptist Church in West 
St. louis County seeking full-time 
associate pastor of music, due to 
retirement after 23 years . Ministry 
will include additional responsibili
ties. Send resume to 15101 Man
chester Rd., Ballwin, MO 63011, 
Attn. Personnel or e-mail to ball
winb@swbell.net, fax (636) 227-
3438. 

Calvary Baptist, Elizabethton, is 
currently seeking for a full-time 
minister of music and youth. 
Prospective candidates are re
quested to send resume to the 
church at 225 Holly Lane, Eliza
bethton, TN 37643. 

crammed into the 13-passenger 
plane and were in the air within 
minutes, before any shots could 
be fired at the plane. 

"I feel fortunate God allowed 
me to help," said the pilot, 
whose name w~s withheld for 
security reasons. "There is no 
denying that God was at work 
today." • 
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CLASSIFIED 

MINISTRIES - YOUTH 
Monroe Missionary Baptist 
Church of Monroe, Michigan, is 
looking for a man to lead in the 
area of youth ministry. This man 
needs to have a definite call of 
God in this area, and be an ac
tive member of a Southern Bap
tist Church in support of the Co-• 
operative Program, and have ex-
perience in the area of youth 
ministri This is a full-time staff 
position in an active and growing 
church. Resumes should be sent 
to the following address by Fri
day, Feb. 1, 2002: Minister of 
Youth Search Committee, Attn. 
8odney Thomas, Monroe Mis
sionary Baptist Church, 14260- S. 
Dixie Hwy. , Monroe, Ml 4816) ·--

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Part-time youth minister desiring 
to develop the spiritual growth 
and enrichment of youth grades 
6-12. Twenty-five youth enrolled 
in Sunday School. Active youth 
council. Please send resume to 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, 
3736 Tuckaleechee Pike, 
Maryville, TN 37804. 

• • ••••••••••• • • • • 
Grace Baptist Church, Nashville, 
Tenn., is seeking a full-time minis
ter of students. If interes~ed, send 
resume to Grace Baptist Church, 
1510 Old Hickory Blvd., Nashville, 
TN 37207, Attn. Pastor Andre K. 
Dugger. 

MINISTRIES - OTHER 
Seeking a full-time college and 
career minister. Send your re
sume to Troy Squires, First Bap
tist Church Joelton, 7140 Whites 
Creek Pike, Joelton, TN 37080, 
(615) 876-0527 , fax (615) 
876-0709, e-mail 
troyfbcj@ nashville.com. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
We are a church running 800 in 
worship service seeking a minis
ter to 'preschoolers and children. 
We are located in a fast growing 
medium sized city in the heart of 
Arkansas. Seminary training and 
experience preferred. Send re
sume to Second Baptist Church, 
Attn. Stephanie Crockett , 701 
Polk St., Conway, AR 72032. 

• ••••••••••• • • • • 
Contemporary worship leader for 
2,700 member, biblically conserv
ative Baptist church in Charlotte. 
Lead 2 worship services with sep
arate praise teams. Ability to ush
er the congregation into worship 
essential. Responsibilities include 
planning, directing, arranging mu
sic for worship, and responsibili· 
ties in youth choir, ensembles, 
and seasonal presentations. Mu· 
sic-related degree is required and 
seminary is preferred. Send re· 
sumes to Personnel Committee, 
Carmel Baptist Church, 1145 
Pineville-Matthews Rd ., Mat· 
thews, NC 28105 , or e-mail 
pams@ carmelbaptist.org. 

I 
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• Frank Lewis, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Nash
ville, and a 
trustee of Bel
mont Universi
ty, gave the 
commence
ment address 
at the school's 
Dec. 14 gradu-
ation service LEWIS 
held at Two 
Rivers Baptist Church, Nash
ville. 

• Susan Hoover has been 
called as minister of music at 
First Baptist Church, Kings
port. 

• Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
Decaturville, has called Doug 
Sanders as pastor. 

• WynQburg Baptist 
ChuJ:ch; Wynnburg, recently 
call~d..ctm.t..O.Y.erton as min-- .. ~ - -- : - -.. ... J ~ 

ister of youth and children. 

• Terry Cothran has been 
called as minister of adminis
tration and ed- r---=----, 
ucation at Har
peth Heights 
Baptist 
Church, 
Nashville, ef
fective Jan. 1, 
2002. He for-

merly was as- COTHRAN 
sociate director 
of missions at Gwinnett Metro 
Baptist · Association in 
Lawrenceville, Ga. 

• After 40 years in the 
ministry and more than 16 

NORTH 

years as pastor 
of First Baptist 
Church, Hum
boldt1 Ed 
North has re
tired from the 
active pas-
torate. The 
church hon
ored him by 

electing him pastor emeritus. 

(jive tfze J{ofitfalJ (ji{t 
that fits to a TEV 

The 2002 Gotr Privilege tard' provides up to $6,000 in FREE AND DISCOUNTED 
GREENS FEES on over 140 or the area's finest golr ames .. . (Am one size fits aU!) -.-..~,~ 

"The Lung Card'"M :1:=.L:GAH 
., ASSOaATION. 

EMty Bird Special. UrtJl Dec. 31 Pay only $25. (Save $5 per card) ~-

:.;; ' .. . . ·-=-

CarsonSp~ings 
anCI · 

~iAdeAValley 
Baptist Gonference Genters 

Why go anywhere else? 

Call toll free: 

Linden Valley- 1-877-354-6336 
CarsonSprings - 1-877-704-6336 

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. 

(800) 370-6180 

, 

"RAISED ROOP' VANS IN STOCK 

2002 Model: $37,900 

2001 Model: $36,900 

• Center Aisle 
• Low First Step 
• 2/1 Seating Bucket Seats 
• More Headroom 
• 15 Passengers (no COL) 
• lifeWay Discount 

www.carpenterbus.com 
Nation's #1 church bus dealer 

VOLUNTEERS at First Baptist Church, Union City, serve food 
during the second annual "Feeding of the 5, 000" held Nov. 20. 
More than 2,200 Thanksgiving meals were served, including 
1,600 which were delivered to those homebound or unable to at
tend. Twenty-three congregations, representing many denomina
tions throughout Obion County, participated with donations of 
food as well as m(fmbers who served food and provided trans
portation. 

Available for interim and sup
ply work, North can be reached 
at (731) 784-2071. 

• Lincoln Avenue Baptist 
Church, Newport, recently in
stalled Charles McNabb as a 
deacon and ordained John 
Bell, Tommy Bible, and 
David Roberts as deacons. 
The church also has called 
Scott Johnson as minister of 
students and Jack Cox as 
minister of music. 

• Roger Hazel recently 
began serving as minister of 
worship and education at Dixie 
Lee Baptist Church, Lenoir 
City. 

• Michael Burney has 
been called as pastor of Reelfoot 
Baptist Church, Union City. 

• Rocky Mount Baptist 
Church, Athens, has called 
Alan Richeson as pastor. He 
and his wife, Devon, and two 
children live in Niota. 

• Bill Duncan has been 
called as pastor of Caldwell 
Springs Baptist Church, Eliza
bethton. 

• Brack Buckles, who for
merly served at Red Bank 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
has been called as youth minis
ter at West Colonial Hills Bap
tist Church, Kingsport. 

• South Harriman Bap-

Sbut heastern' Bus Co. 
The Southeast's Largest Church Bus Dealer! 

8 to 43 Passengers Holiday Special: 
New and Used (4) Eldorado RE's 
Buses in stock for 1992-1994 models 
Immediate Delivery 33 Passenger plus driver 

94's have overhead 
Mississippi Office luggage and rear condo 
800-423·9826 luggage. 

Atlanta Office 
800-795-6682 

Mention ad for discount. 

Visit us on the web: www.southeasternbus.com 

tist Church, Harriman, will 
host the Talley Trio J an. 11 at 
7 p.m. A ticket wi ll be required 
for admission . For more in for
mation, ca ll (865) 882-1816. 

• Lincoln Avenue Bap
tist Church, Newport, held a 
fall revival r ecently which re
sulted in 25 professions of faith 
and sev eral oth e r d ecision s . 
Morris Anderson of Maryville 
was guest evangelist. 

• Lakeview Baptist 
Church, Selmer, w i11 host 
The Lesters, na tiona lly-known 
gosp e l reco rding a rti sts, on 
Dec. 31 a t 6 p.m . Admission to 
the concer t is a love offering. 
For information , call (731) 645-
9777. 

• Belmont University 
opened its satellite campus in 
Cool Springs in Williamson 
County on Dec. 19. Classes at 
the Cool Springs location begin 
in January and are geared to
ward working adults. 

• The International Stu
dent Ministries Conference 
will be held J an. 25-27, 2002, 
at Cars·onSprings Baptist Con 
fe r en ce Cente r in N ewp ort. 
Guest s peaker will be Danny 
Hinson, professor a t Carson 
Newman Coll ege, J e ffe r son 
City . Registr ation fee is $10. 
For more information, call the 
TBC Christian Growth Devel
opment Group at (800 ) 558-
2090, ext. 2056. 

• The American Citizen's Companion 
I f .. \1 )· 

\ I ,j r I f ( r • '·r, I;, ,,,,r it · ,. ( l it .. 
' ( ' '' · 1 [1 
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of Great American Documents and Important 
facts, including the complete U.S. Constitution and 

Bill of Rights. 
This 92 page handbook contains: Declaration of Independence; Mayflower Compact; N.A.S.A. Mis

sions, States, Capitols, Electoral Votes; Table of Presidents; Presidential Order of Succession; Contact 
Federal Officials; Wars/Treaties; Federal Flag Code; Gettysburg Address; and much more. FITS IN A 
FRONT POCKET OR PURSE! www.pocketamerican.com 

Per copy with shipping and handling: TN residents add 8.75% sales tax: 10-99, $3; 100-up, $2.50 Or
der from the web site, by credit card, or send check or money order to: 

Foropou/os Publications, P.O. Box 337B, Oakfield, TN 38362-0337. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shipping Information 

Exp. Month!Yr 

December 19, 2001 I B&R '1_3 · 
- -:-- -



A Christmas Day devotional 
· Today is your day - your moment with God. To

day is the birthday of the King. He can be your King, 
your Lord, and your Savior. This day was made for 
you. The God of the Word speaks to you in His Word 
and says, "for unto you is born this day ... a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11). This is the day 
you can say, "This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous 
in our eyes. This is the day which the Lord hath 
made, we will rejoice and be glad in it" (Psalm 
118:23-24). 

This is Christmas day - the day God came, in 
Christ, just for you. This is your day for God has rnade 
it for you. It tells you that there is a way which is bet
ter, a light that will always shine, and a song that will 
alway~ .resonate in your life. 

This day is God's moment with you. This is the mo
ment which is personal, which supplies for you a pro
vision for the grace of God and hope for your heart, 
and which gives you the peace of Goa in Christ Jesus. 
We may be at war now in the world, and we pray for 
victory. But, right now, there is a war in your heart, 
and the good word of God to you is that there is victo
ry in Jesus. 

Today is Christmas - God's moment with you. 
You can have joy in your heart, heaven as your 
home, and the glory of God in your life. This can be 
your moment with God in your heart. 

Merry Christmas, in Christ Jesus~ 
Ray W. Fullilpve, pastor 

Poplar Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis 

Readers share special memories 
Mother died when I was 5. Raising my slightly older 

sister and me was tough on Daddy. A modest income 
from his tiny grocery store always made money for 
Christmas gifts scarce. 

Yet, one Christmas he discovered how badly I want
ed a bicycle. So, secretly, he commissioned our small 
town's bike repairman to build one for me from used 
parts. When I "found" it Christmas morning, I was 
overwhelmed with joy, and quickly joined my peers in 
riding helter-skelter throughout town. Their bikes 
were shiny and new, but I didn't care- mine was-bet
ter for it had been "generated" as the result of a heart 
of love. 

I'll never forget that sacrificial gift, nor will I a simi
lar one from my other Father - my salvation. 

Charles C. Herring, Murfreesboro 

***** 

Christmas: a gift from God - the best He had, His 
Son. Until we accept Him as the Savior we don't know 

, ,what the baby in the manger really was all about. May 
our hearts receive the peace and joy only Jesus gives. 
At this time of year, sometimes we fail to remember 
He came to make our burdens lighter. Joy '$the world! 

. Nonnie Tramel, Dowelltown 

The love of Christmas 
By Jamison Work 

Focal Passages: John 3:16; 
I John 3:11-24 

Dave Roever was on river patrol 
in Vietnam when a phosphorus 
grenade exploded in his hand. He 
suffered third-degree bums over 40 
percent of his upper body. The in
tense heat of the phosphorus 
burned half of his face away. As he 
began the painful journey toward 

·recovery, he thought about his 
young wife Brenda, and wondered 
how she would respond to his dis
figurement. He tells about that first 
encounter with 
her in his book 
Welcome Home, 
Davey. 

Brend. a 
walked straight 
up to my bed, paused at the chart, 
and looked right at me. Showing 
not the slightest tremor of horror or 
shock, she bent down and kissed me 
on what was left of my face. Then 
she looked me in my good eye, 
smiled and said; «Welcome home, 
Davey. I love you." When she stood 
up after that first kiss, her gorgeous 
lips were covered with my own dead 
skin. · 

Brenda Roever loved her hus
band. She loved him enough to kiss 
his dead-skin-covered face . God 
loved mankind enough to not just 
kiss dead skin , but to put on dead 
skin - the skin of humanity! Bren
da's love for her husband is just a . 
glimpse of God's boundless love for 
man. God demonstrated His mar
velous, incomparable love for man 

at Christmas by sending "His only 
begotten Son" so "that the world 
should be saved through Him" 
(John 3:16, 17). 

Love gives. The kind of love 
God has demonstrated, and contin- · 
ues to demonstrate, is divine, other
cent~red love. The world today is 
full of "love talk." Hollywood fills 
the movie screens with talk about a 
"love" that is mostly sexual. Televi
sion beams its brand of a "love" that 
is usually based on convenience or 
emotion. Music, advertisements, 
pop culture, and the politically cor
rect all have their ideas about love, 

too. 
Unfortunate

ly the world's 
love is polluted 
with a "what's
in-it-for-me" 

mentality. This is not God's divine, 
other-centered love. John 3:16 says, 
God loved the world so much that 
"He gave!" Circle it, underline it, 

. and highlight it! God's love results 
. . . 
m g~vmg. 

Giving is a result of loving. Giv
ing gifts at Christmas is rooted in 
God giving His greatest gift to man! 
But this gift giving is not supposed 
to start and stop on December 25. 

God's giving continues all year 
long - He forgives when we confess 
our sins; He supplies our needs ac
cording to His riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus; He leads us · into all 
truth; He provides spiritual wisdom 
and understanding for decision
making; He equips believers for ser
vice and ministry; He sustains b~- 
lievers in the face of.persecution and 

Celebrate Christlnas · 
. By Ray Jones 

Focal Passages: 
Luke 2:4-12, 16-20 

I enjoy Christmas. It is a time of 
celebration. Most people seem-to be 
in a better mood. They smile more. 
There is more opportunity to spend 
with family. The Christmas Carols 
have a feeling of 
joy, hope, assur
ance, and faith 
in them. When I 
read the Christ
mas story 
recorded in Luke, I notice some of 
these same elements presented in 
the lives of the pe:r:son.s in the 
Christmas story. 

The people involved in the dra
matic event of Christ's birth express 
these feelings. In Luke 2, Joseph 
and Mary are on their way to Beth
lehem to register in a census. Mary 
is expecting a child. Mary was 
amazed that God had selected her 
to be the mother of the Savior. "My 
soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit 
has rejoiced in God my Savior. For 
he has regard for the humble estate 
of his bond slave; for behQld from 
this time on all generations will 
count me blessed" (Luke 1:46-48). 
Amazement continues to be a theme 
as we reflect upon the first Christ
mas event. Isn't it amazing that 
God loves us so much that He would 
send His Son into the world to die 

on the cross as our Savior? 
Joseph was a carpenter by trade, 

earning his living in the city of 
Nazareth. He was a Jew with a 
deep religious conviction whose an
cestry can be traced all the way 
back to David (v. 4). His r_eligious 
faith created a crisis for Joseph, be
cause Mary and Joseph had not yet 

consummated 
their marriage 
when Mary dis
covered that she 
was carrying a 
child. But an 

angel appeared unto Joseph and 
told him that the Holy Spirit con
ceived Mary's child. What would 
Joseph do? A child conceived by the 
Holy Spirit! Who would believe a 
story like that? Joseph did and his 

· trust in God was the sterling char
acteristic that has made his name 
immortal. , 

An angel appeared unto the 
shepherds with the announcement 
of the birth of Jesus. Angels are as
signed different functions in the 
Bible. In this instance the term an
gel is one who delivers a message to 
humans. An angel appeared to 
Zacharias and foretold the birth of 
John the Baptist. An angel ap
peared to Mary and announced she 
was to be the mother of the Savior. 
An angel appeared to Joseph, com
forted his heart and told· him to take 
Mary as his wife. Then on the great-

temptation. 
Ther€fore, husbands should give 

Christ-centered love to their wives 
all year long, and wives should give 
godly submission to their husbands 
all year long. Children should give 
obedience and respect to their par
ents all year long, and grandpar
ents should give an example of god
liness and integrity all year long. 
Workers should give their best ef
fort all year long, and employers 
should give their best treatment all 
yearlong. · 

As a matter of fact, the Christian 
life is about giving! God gave . 

• 
Christians are called to give, too. 
Not just for one day, or for one 
month each year, but 24/7 all year 
long. His love has no limit; His 
grace has no measure. His pow'r: has 
no boundary known unto men. For 
out of His infinite riches in Jesus, 
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth 
again ("He Giveth More Grace," An
nie Johnson Flint). 

That baby in the manger. was, 
and is, God's best gift. He· could 
have given less, but He could not 
have given more. God clothed Him
self with the skin of humanity to 
prove how wide and how deep is 
His fantastic- love! - Work is pas
tor, Candies Creek Baptist Church, 
Charleston. · 

night an angel of the Lord appeared 
to the shepherds saying "unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a 
Savior which is Christ the Lord." 

The angel, and then a multitude 
of angels, appeared to the shep
herds. On that glorious night 
mighty Caesar slept in his golden
canopied bed in Rome, but no one 
came to him from heaven to tell him 
that the Savior had been born. The 
high priest slept in his palace in 
Jerusalem, but no angel knocked at 
his door and· he heard no song of 
"Peace on earth, good will toward 
men." God sent his angels to shep
herds who accepted the message in 
simple childlike faith. The shep
herds were far from being the elite 
of society. In general shepherds 
were dishonest and unclean accord
ing to the standards of the law . 
(Stein, New American Commen
tary). They were not welcome in so
ciety since they always smelled like 
sheep. 'They represented the out
casts and sinners for whom Jesus 
came. 
~ -The most important person in 
the story is Jesus. The Son of God 
who is the Savior of the world. 

A few thoughts that come to my 
mind as I celebrate Christmas are 
joy, hope, assurance, and faith. 
What are your thoughts as you cele
brate Christmas? - Jones is direc
tor of missions, Big Hatchie Baptist 
Association. 
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receive Him" (John 1:14, 11). 

"The Wo rd be
came fles h and 
made His dwelling 
among u s ... He 
came unto His own, 
but His own did not 

Why is it that when one of the most joyful seasons 
of the year arrives to the very people who should ap
preciate it most, Christmas becomes a sour note in 
many a Christian's carol? 

Our text teaches that just having Christmas on the 
calendar doesn't mean we will celebrate it and worship 
the One who left Heaven's glory to become a babe in a 
manger. 

To keep Christmas sour notes out of your caroling 
this year, here are a few thoughts to ponder. Take care 
your expectations are not too high. Sometimes the 
memories of Christmas past 
are more thrilling to the 
heart than present reality 
brings. Be thankful for 
memories but be realistic; 
Chris tmas i s sti ll to be 
about Jesus, first and pri
mary. He is the same from 
before ~he li~.st Christmas 
day and.wever more. 

" ""'·- - -· ' 
Secw-id, ··!orne of you will 

ha~ an "Jempty chair at the 

The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. 

table this Christmas. Can \ 
Christmas ever be the same Jolin l:t4 

again? In some ways, "no." 
But remember that your loved one would have you to 
be smiling and enjoying the Christmas and Easter 
spirit they celebrate everyday in Heaven. The tears 
will come and they should. But, again, remember the 
gift God gave you in them. And remember the gift of 
your Lord to you. Celebrate both with a thankful 
heart. · 

Third, and I hate to say it, but in family matters, 
church matters, and community. matters, the season 
tends to become too hectic for many people, so much so 
that they become impatient with one another, and 
even a little outdone with the whole thing. For in
stance, the mere scheduling of family time and meals 
~er can become a sore spot of contention and very 
disruptive to your Christmas joy .. . all the while some-

• I 

ow the Christ of Cpristmas is the reason for the dis-
nchantment. Maybe this helps you to understand the 
~iness of Bethlehem and how these fine folks missed 
ut. on Christmas. I would suggest a little patience 

with one another. Pray about your scheduling prob
lems and allow God to help you work through them. 

Lest we forget, Christmas is still about Jesus, His 
birth, His life, His gift of salvation unto all men every
where. Don't allow these greedy and selfish grinches to 
steal away your Christmas joy. Abide in Him and allow 
His abiding love to give you the "peace of Christmas" 
unlike you have ever experienced before. Take time 
everyday to be with the Christ of Christmas. • -
Massey is pastor, First Baptist Church, Paris. 

Start With a 
Smile: Donnie to 
Uncle: "Thanks for 
the harmonica you 
gave me for Christ
mas . It's the best 
present I got.11 Un-

cle: "Have you learned to play it yet?" Donnie: "Oh, I 
don't play it. Mama gives me a dollar not to play it dur
ing the day and daddy gives me five dollars a week not 
to play it at night." 

Take this Truth: So you think money is the root of all 
evil? What do you think is the root of all money? 

Memorize this Scripture: "As long as it is day, we 
must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming 
when no one can work."-John 9:4 

Pray this Prayer: Lord, help me to realize the impor
tance of using every opportunity wisely. • 

The challenge of Christmas 
By Jamison Work .. 

Focal Passage: Philippians 
3:1-14 

When he looked at the 40-foot 
wall, and heard the drill instructor 
shouting the other young men down 
the rappeHing tower wall, the pri
vate had second thoughts a bout 
joining the Army. "This is not what 
I expected," he thought to himself. 
"Maybe there is some way to get out 
of doing that 'Australian Rappel.' " 
He was convinced he could not run 
down that wall face first. It had 
been all he could do just to come off 
the wall in a nor-

which to put his trust. He was a 
Jew's Jew; everything in his life had 
been done in accordance to the Law. 
Yet Paul says, "'that's not enough." 
It is not enough to have done right 
things. It is not enough to have the 
approval of man. It is not enough to 
be zealous and sincere. Confidence 
in right actions, man's approval, 
zealousness, or sincerity will end on 
sin's dead-end street of death. The 
challenge of Christmas is to trust 
the Christ of Christmas to the utter 
exclusion of any confidence in the 
flesh ! 

Paul gives the Philippians 10 

mal rappel. This 
face-first, full
s peed run down 
a 40-foot wall 
was too great a 
challenge! 

Family ·ble SS 
Lesson D~ember 30 

things they can 
embrace in order 
to "beware of the 
false circumci
sion" (v 2), 
which is nothing 

Challenges. Everyone has them. 
Challenges are as common as the 
minutes in a day. Some challenges 
are greater than others, and some 
challenges have longer lasting rami
fications than others. For the pri
vate at Fort Campbell on the 101st 
Airborne's 40-foot rappelling tower, 
the challenge went to the core of his 
heart, but 25 years later the results 
of meeting that challenge were mi
nor. On the other hand, the chal
lenge to surrender the day to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ may seem 
rather insignificant, but the results 
25 years from now will be larger 
than life. 

That is the challenge of Christ
mas. Trust God, or trust the flesh? 
The Apostle Paul h a d plenty into 

Love GOd 
By Ray Jones 

more than putting confidence in the 
works of the flesh: 

(1) Worship in t he Spirit of God 
(v 3). Any worship other than wor
ship in "spirit and truth" (J ohn 
4:24) is false, or empty worship. _ 

(2) Glory in Christ Jesus (v 3)_ 
Believers dare not touch the glory 
that belongs to J esp s. Life should be 
lived with the view to bring glory, 
or credit and honor, to Christ, not to 
self. 

(3) Put no confidence in the flesh 
(v 3). The prophet Isaiah said that 
the righteousness of man was like 
filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). A believer's 
confidence should be in the right
eou sness of Christ, which is holy 
and pure. 

(4) Count all things to be loss in 
view of the surpassing value of 

our being. We are to love God with 
a ll our heart, the Hebrew idea for 

Focal Passages: Deuteronomy t he place of intellect; with all our 
6:4-12, 20-25 soul, our inner being; and all our 

Fq_r the next two days we will be strength. Our love is to be shown by 
anticipating the beginning of the. a ll that we are. This love is t o be 
New Year. As a part of that process shown by our obedience to God's 
we will make New Year's Resolu- command. The beginning ofverse 4, 
tions. Our lesson for today gives us "Hear," indicates this. 
some guidance f --m-....,...-- · "To hear" in 
a s we think of the Hebrew con-
New Year's Res- *' text, is tanta-
olutions. The mount to "to 
Children of Is- obey," especially 
rael were enter- in covenant con-
ing the Promised Land after 40 text. Usually in our society the word 
years of wandering. Moses chal- love is associated with feeling. Feeling 
lenged them to love God supremely. is not ruled out in this passage. How
As we prepare to enter into a New eve.r for love to be genuine there must 
Year a priority resolution should be be obedience to the commands of God. 
loving God. The people are to impress or 

Moses began by reminding them teach them to th eir children. They 
that, "The Lord our God, the Lord is are to do this when they sit at home, 
one." I am all for being tolerant of when the walk along the road, when 
other persons and their beliefs. After they lie down and when they get up. 
all, we are a diverse people. Howev- This instruction includes their en
er, it is possible to take this position tire day and all their activities. He 
to far. Other people claim to have a returns to this theme in verse 20 
god, but our God is the one true God. "when your son asks, What is the 
If we believe God's Word that He is meaning. " They a re to tell them 
the One True God we will be found about God's deliverance from Egypt
building friendships with others ian bondage and how God brought 
with the hope of being able to share them to the Promised Land. Every 
our faith with them. For it was our opportunity to tell of God's great 
Savior, Jesus, who said , "I am the love for His people must be seized. 
way and the truth and the life. No What a story we have to tell. "But 
one comes to the Father except God demonstrates his own love for 
through me" (John 14:6 NIV). us in this: While we were still sin-

Our love for God is to claim all ners, Ghrist died for us" (Romans 5:8 
y 

knowing Christ Jesus (v 8). There is 
no greater thing tha n having the 
forgiveness of sins and knowing J e
sus Chris t as Savior! Nothing com
pares to salvation! 

(5) Be found in Him (v 9). J esus 
said that "if you abide in Me a nd 
My Words abide in you, ask whatev
er you wish, and it shall be done for 
you" (J ohn 15:7). 

(6) Know Him (v 10). There is no 
substit ute for spending time with 
Jesus. 

(7) Press on (v 12). As Winston 
Churchill once said, "Never, never , 
never, never, never, give up." 

(8) Forget what lies behind (v 
13). Believers should not be held 
captive to the disappointments , sor
rows, and frustrations , nor the joys 
and victories of the pas t. 

(9) Reach forward to what lies 
ahead (v 13). Heaven is the believ
er's home; Jesus' words , "Well done, 
good and faithful servant" are the 
believer's hope. 

(10) Press on (v12). This is the 
second time Paul said to press on. 
Believers should press. on with 
confidence that "H e who began a 
good work in you will perfect it un
til the day of Christ Jesus" (Philip
pians 1:6). - Work is pastor, Can
dies Creek Baptis t Church , 
Charleston. 

NIV). What a story this is to tell our 
children and they to their children. 
In addition, we have stories of God 
doing special works in our lives . We 
must tell this story to them if our 
children are to accept Christ as their 
Savior. And we must tell it to our ex
tended family, friends , and neigh
bors if they are to hear the good 
news and if our nation is to continue 
to be a Christian nation. 

When they entered the land, Moses 
said, "be careful that you do not forgat 
the Lord, who brought you out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery" (v 
12). The temptation would be to con
sider themselves self-sufficient, a feel
ing that all they possessed happened 
by their hand. Often, I hear people 
say, "I am a self made man." Whatev
er we accomplish or have is because 
God has given us the strength and 
wisdom to earn it. We must always re
member to look behind the blessing to 
the source of the blessing. 

Moses concludes in verse 25 by 
saying "And if we are careful to obey 
all this law before the Lord our God, 
as he bas commanded us , that will 
be our righteousness." A righteous 
person is one who in faith gives him
self to doing God's will. That is God's 
expectation of us. 

I resolve to love God in 2002 and 
the years following will be an excel
lent resolution at the top of our New 
Year's Resolution Lis t. - Jones IS 

director of missions. Btg Hatchte Bap
tist Association. 
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_Nas.hvillians provide 
annual Toy Store 

Thousands of Middle Tennessee Baptists 
combine efforts to provide the Nashville Bap
tist Association Toy Store each year to resi
dents who live in a zip code area in East 
Nashville. It is based at Shelby Avenue Bap
tist Church. 

tbinistry in 

'{ennessee 

ROYAL AMBASSADORS of Forest Hills Baptist Church, Nashville, with the 
help of their dad, assemble a bike for the Nashville Baptist Association Toy 
Store. RA s, from left, Clark and Ross Hildabrand, work wi th Ra lph 
Hildabrand. 

' 

VOLUNTEER Jenni Claggett, left, of Harpeth Heights Baptist Church, 
Nashville, helps Tina Phillips shop for Christmas gifts for her family at 
the Nashville Baptist Association Toy Store. 

HELPING shopper Teresa Phillips carry Christmas gifts from the 
Nashville Baptist Association Toy Store to her car are Ted Owen, 
left, of Harpeth Heights Baptist Church, Nashville, and Jerry 
Lamb, Hermitage Hills Baptist Church, Hermitage. · 

UNPACKING BOOKS and media for a gift area at the Nashville Baptist Association Toy 
Store are volunteers, from left, Billy Green, Parkway Baptist Church, Goodlettsville; 
Amanda Claggett, Harpeth Heights Baptist Church; and Gloria Price, Parkway Church. 

PICKING FROM gifts for children at the Nashville Baptist Association Toy Store is Teresa 
Phillips with help from volunteer Carolyn Smith of Forest Hills Baptist Church, Nashville. 

WALTER DEMONBREUN of Shelby Av
enue Baptist Church carts boxes of 
books into the church. He has served as 
a volunteer of the NBA Toy Store for 
about 20 years. -

IS 

FOR 42 YEARS Carolyn Demonbreun has 
served as a volunteer of the toy store. She is a 
member of Shelby Avenue Baptist Church, site 
of the ministry. 
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