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_Cpgiving 
...... •t~ sluggish 

for2002-03 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Ten
lessee Baptists' gifts through 
he Cooperative Program for 
he 2002-03 church year are 

to a slow start. 
' 

In December, TBC churches 
$2A40,829 through. the 

OGperative PrGgram giving 

For the first two months of 
2002-03 budget year, CP 
~ stand at $5,515,175, a de
:rease of $424,470 or 7.15 per
:ent over the same two-month 
>eriod last year. 

In addition, gifts are 
;683,476 or 11.03 below ,l>ud
~et needs after two months. 

"We are aware that the 
~nomy and our world situa
ion may be factors to our slow 
;tart, but we are confident 
;hat Tennessee Baptists will 
:ontinue to give sacrificially to 
neet ministry and mission 
leeds not only in our state, 
>ut around the world," said 
James Porch, executive direc
:or-treasurer of the Tennessee 
laptist Convention. 0 
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In Tennessee Baptist life 

LoHery, tornados among top stories in '02 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Ten
nessee Baptists' effort to 'keep 
their state gambling free and a 
series of deadly tornados in 
November were among the top 
stories of 2002 in the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. 

Other major stories includ
ed the election of a new leader 
for Tennessee Woman's Mis- · 
sionary Union, the defeat of a 
proposal to give more power to 
the president of -the state con
v~ntion, and efforts by Ten
nessee Baptists in Disaster Re
lief and volUn.teer missions. 

Efforts to k eep Tennessee 
gambling free fell short despite 
a strong push by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Executive 
Board, the 8 aptist and Reflec
tor, and numerou s other Bap
tists across the state. Ten
nessee Baptists also worked 
with Christians of other den0m
inations and others through an 

' organizatio~_ called Gambling 
Free Tennessee Alliance. 

The Executive Board dis
tributed more "than three mil
lion bulletin inserts and the 
Baptist and Reflector distrib
uted more than 100,000 copies 

of a special magazine designed 
to edu_cate Tennesseans about 
the negative aspects of a state 
lottery. . 

When the vote was taken 
Nov. 5, however, 893,646 Ten
nesseans (58 percent) voted to 
remove the lottery prohibition 
from the state constitution, 
compared to 658,543 (42 per
cent) who voted to keep the 
state gambling free. 

Despite the large numerical 
difference, the lottery actually 
won by approximately 59,066 
votes. Efforts to amend the 

-
state constitu tion require 50 
percent plus one of the votes 
cast in the governor's race. 

November tornados 
At least 23 Tennessee coun

ties were affected when 13 tor
nados ripped through the state 
Nov. 9-10. Eighteen Ten
nesseans were killed and more 
than 80 injufed. Sixteen coun
ties were declared federal dis
aster areas after 119 homes 
were des troy.ed and 1 ,244 

· homes sustained damage. 
As many as 350 .Tennessee 

Baptist Disaster Relief volun
teers were deployed in min
istries ranging from feeding, 
clean up, chain saw teams, 
emergency shelt er work~ and 

Greater Vision fo perform · 

CANDY PHILt.IPS, right center, was elected in November as the 
new executive director of Tennessee Woman's Missionary Union. 
She·was welcomed to her ne~ role by Dottie Sampsel left, chair
-man of the search committee; Joy Fenner, left r:enter, interim ex
ecutive director; and -Martha Pitts, chairman of the personnel 
committee. Her election was among the top_ news stories of 2002 
in Tennessee Baptist life. 

crisis intervention. 
Union University in Jack

son also was hit hard. by the 
tornados ·which left behind 
$1.75 million in da;mages, but 
miraculously, no injuries. 

Phillips elected 
State Woman's Missionary 

Uni on President Candy 
Phillips, a m ember of First 

Baptist Church, Nashville, was 
unanimously elected Nov. 2 as 
the new executive direc
tor/treasurer of Tennessee 
WMU . 

Phillips will begin ·serving 
Jan. 17 as executive director
elect and work with Joy Fen
ner, interim executive director 
- See Lottery, page 9 

Evang-el is~ · Conference .-to llave l'ennessee flavor 
For Baptist and Reflector will have a dis_tin.ctly Ten

nessee flavor. 
BRENTWOOD - The 2003 Of the 11 s.peak.ers, only one 

State' Evangelism C@:nferen.ce is from outside Tennessee. 

GREATER VISION, a nationally acclaimed 
Southern Gospel trio, will providf] special music 
during each session of the State Evangelism 
Conference Jan. 27-28 at Judson Baptist 
Church, Nashville. 

The evan-
. gelism confer

ence will be 
held Jan. 27-
28 at Judson 
Bapti st 
Church In 
Nashville. 

Union Uni
versity Presi
dent David 
Dockery will 
give a theme 
interpreta
tion during 
each of the 
five _sessions 
on "And the 
Lord _add
ed to the 
church," tak-

en from Acts 2:47. 
The conference begins at 

1:45 p.m. on Jan.. 27. Speakers 
during that session are Robert 
Smith, professor of Christian 
preaching, Beeson Divinity 
Schoo~, Birmingham, Ala.; Jeff 
LaBorg, pastor , Sharon Bap
tist Church, Savannah; and 
Fredrick Brabson, pastor, New 
Convenant Baptist Church, 
Knoxville. 

The 6:15 p.m. session will 
feature Walter Crouch·, vice 
president for church relations 
at ca·rson-Newman College, 
J efferson City, and - Rick 
White: pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Franklin. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 28, the 
9:15 a.m. session will feature 
Charles "Toonie" Cash , presi
dent of the Tennessee Baptist 
Evangelists organization; Dan 
Carr, pastor, New Life Com-

munity Church, Murfreesboro; 
and Smith. 

The 1:45 p.m. session will 
feature Mike Bo'yd, ·pastor, 
Wallace Memorial Baptist 
Church, Knoxville; James 
Porch, TBC executive director
treasurer; and Roger Freeman, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Clarksville. 

Robert Smith will preach 
the final message of the confer
ence during the 6:15 p.m. ses

. sion. 
Special music will be pre

sented at each of the five ses
sions by Southern Gospel 
recording artists, Greater Vi
sion, based in Morristown. 

The Tennessee Baptist Vo
cational Evangelists will meet 
at Judson from 10 a.m.-noon on 
Jan. 27, prior to the start of the 
State Evangelism Conference. 
-See Evangelism, page 6 
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Ameritans think 
religion has less 
influente: poll 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON - More 
than a _year after the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks, U.S. adults 
are much less likely to say that 
religion is having an increasing 
influence on ,American life, a 
new CNN/USA Today/Gallup 
poll has found. 

When more than 1,000 peo
ple were polled in early Decem
ber, researchers found that 43 
percent of Americans think reli
gion's influence is on the in
crease. That's a sharp dive from 
a finding last December that 71 
percent thought religion's influ-

. . 
ence was U1Creasmg. 

The percentage of ~ericans 
who believe religion as a whole 
is losing influence has doubled 
in a year - with 51 percent 
saying so in the recent poJl, 
compared to 24 percent in De
cember 2001. · 

With few exceptions in 
Gallup polls taken since the 
1950s - such as one within 
months of the terrorist attacks 
- a majority of Americans 
have continued to say tha~ reli
gion was losing -rather than in.: 
creasing in influence. 

Fifty-six percent of. men 
think religion is losing influ
ence o'S-n American life, c9m
pared to 45 percent of women. 
Forty-nine percent of women 
think religion's influence on 
American life is increasing 
coni pared to 36 percent of men. 

The youngest group of Amer-

• 

icans polled are the most skep
tical about religion's influence. 
Sixty-two percent of 18- to 29-
year-olds say religion is losing 
its influence, compared to 35 
percent who say its influence is 
increasing. Adults ages 50-64 
are most likely to think religion 
is increasingly influential, with 
51 percent voicing that senti
ment compared to 42 percent 
who say religion is losing its in
fluence on society. 

A range of opinions on the 
subject occurs across the coun
try, with residents of the West 
most skeptical about religion's 
influence. Fifty-seven percent 
of residents of the Western 
United States say religion is 
losing its influence, while 32 
percent of Westerners say it is 
increasingly influential. 

Midwesterners are most 
likely to say religion's influence 
is increasing, with 50 percent 
agreeing with that sentiment 
and 44 percent disagreeing. -

The national poll of 1,009 
adults, ages 18 and older, was 
conducted by telephone Dec. 9-
10 and has a margin of error of 
plus or minus 3 percentage 
points. 0 

Federal judge 
rules against .. S.C. 
pro·life plates 

, Baptist Press . ' ' 

COLUMBIA, S.C. -A feder
al judge has ruled South Caroli
na's "Choose Life'' auto license 
plate is unconstitutional. 

The state law that estab
. lished the pro-life plate dis-

n (1 io <~ I news 

criminates against abortion 
rights supporters because it 
does not offer a license promot
ing their views, Judge William 
Bertelsman wrote in his opin
ion, according to a Jan. 1 report 
on the Internet site of The 
State, a Columbia newspaper. 

The ruling came less than a 
month after the U.S. Supreme 
Court refused to review a deci
sion permitting Louisiana's 
"Choose Life" license plate law 
to stand. The high court reject
ed Dec. 2 an appeal by abor
tion-rights advocates of a Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruling. 
The Fifth Circuit allowed the 
1999 state law to stand, ruling 
abortion-rights supporters did 
not have standing to sue. 

The South Carolina attorney 
general's office said it would 
appeal the decision to the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Ap
peals, according to The State. 

"We're hopeful we're going 
to win in the end," spokesman 
Robb McBurney told the Asso
ciated ·Press, The State report
ed. 0 

SBC CP gifts down _ 
J 4 % in Detember · 

Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Gifts to the 
Soutliern Baptist Convention's 
Cooperative Program in Decem
ber were 14.81 percent below 
gifts for December 2001, ac
cording to a news release frem 
SBC Executive Committee 
President Morris H. Chapman. 

Year-to-date support for · 
CP Missions is 2.32 percent 
behind totals a.t this same 

. 
point las t year. 

The $12,446,383.72 in De
cember CP gifts t o support 
Southern Baptis t minis tries 
globally a nd acros s North 
America compare d to 
$14,610 ,892.95 in December 
2001 , a differen ce of 
$2,164,509.23. 

Designated gifts of 
$3,843 ,303.05 in December, 
meanwhile, were 23.11 percent 
below the December 2001 
amount of $4,998,529.32, a de
crease of $1,155,226.27~:- "' ... 

In year-to-date CE: gi.ving, 
$42,356 ,406.56 has })~~~~re
ceived, compared ~~~ w-ith 
$43,363,572.33 in 2001-2002, a 
decrease of $1,007,165.77. 

In year-to-date designated 
giving, $10,133,715.94 has been 
received, compared with 
$12,082,243.73 in 2001-2'002, a 
decrease of 16.13 perce_nt <;>r 
$1,948,527.79. 

The SBC operates on an Oct. 
1-Sept. 30 fiscal year. 

For the SBC Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget, the 
December receipts of. 
$12,446,383.72 were 84.40 per
cent of the budgeted 
$14,7 46,866.83 or $2,300,483.11 
below the budget geal. 

The SBC Cooperative Pro
gram total includes' receipts 

• 
from individuals, churches, 
state conventions, and fellow
ships for distribution according 
to the 2002-03 Cooperative Pro
gram Allocation Budget. 

. The Cooperative Program is 
Southern Baptists' m~thod of, 
supporting missions and min
istry efforts of state and region
al conventions and the South
ern Baptist Convention. 0 

State editors rank year~ top SBC stories 
By Greg Warner 
Associated Baptist Press 

J~CKSONVILLE, Fla. - The Interna-
. tional Mission Board's requirement that all 
5,100 of its missionaries sign the Southern 
Baptist Convention's new confession of 
faith was rated. the top ne\Ys story of 2002 
by Baptist editors. 

(1) Missionary doctrine - IMB asked 
missionaries to affirm 2000 Baptist Faith 
& Message statement. 

(2) D.C. dispute - The SBC's North 
American Mission Board dedded to end the 
cooperative agreement with District of Co
lumbia Baptist Conventien. NAMB, which 
has provided nearly $500,000 annually to 
the DCBC, sought to gain greater account
ability from the D.C. convention. DCBC 
Executive Director Jeffrey Haggray called 
the proposal an "ultimatum" that violated 
the convention's autoaomy. 

(3) New Missouri convention- Meder
ate B~ptists launched the new Baptist Gen
eral Cenvention of Missouri in response to 
conservative dominance of the traditional 

dephile" during a June speech before the 
Southern Baptist Convention, launching a 
storm of criticism. 

(7) War- The ongoing war against All.. 
Qaida and possible war with Iraq height
ened Christian-Muslim tensions even fur
ther. 

/ (8) Faith-based initiatives. Legislation 
to authorize faith-based social initiatives 
failed in Congress, but P~esident Bush lat
er issued an executive order enacting some 
similar provisions. 

(9) BWA and CBF. The Baptist World 
Alliance agreed in July to consider the 
moderate Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
fer membership, over the objection of 
Southern Baptists. 

IMB president Jerry Rankin issued the 
mandate in January, reversing an earlier 
decision. Missionaries were asked to sign 
an affirmation of the more conservative 
2000 version of the "Baptist Faith and Mes
sage" statement or list their objections to it. 
Supporters said the move was necessary to 
assure Southern Baptists and the board's 
trustees that their missionaries are doctri
nally sound. Opponents said the signing re
quirement made the confession into a creed. 

By year's end, more than 30 missionar
ies had resigned rather than endorse the 
revised faith statement. Others are waiting 
to hear the IMB's response to their objec
tions. But most missionaries complied. 

In an informal survey by Associated 
Baptist Press, editor s of Baptist newspa
pers overwhelmingly chose the IMB action 
as .the top story of the year. News of the 
ter.rorist shooting of three missionaries in 
Yemen came too late in the year to make 
the list. But ot her denominational issues 
and world affairs made the list . Here's a 
summary: 

' Missouri Baptist Convention. The MBC 
also filed lawsuits against five agencies 
that severed ties with the convention. 

( 4) Texas Baptist mission plan - The 
Baptist General Convention of Texa.s 
launched a new missions network and es
tablished a "rescue" fund for IMB missiom
aries who resign or are fired over the issue -
of the ''Baptist Faith and Message." 

(10) Baptist Foundation of Arizona-~ 
$217 million settlement was reached in the 
lawsuit against the embattled accounting 
firm of Arthur Andersen for its role in the 
collapse of the Baptist Foundation of Ari
zona. The collapse cost about 13,000 in
vestors an estimated $570 million. Crimi,. ~ 
nal charges were later filed against founda-

10 
tion executives. 

-(5) Catholic sex scandal- Sex-abuse al
legations among priests rocked the Roman 
Catholic Church, particularly in Boston, 
where Cardinal Bernard Law eventually 
resigned. 

(6) Vines and Mohammed. Former SBC 
president Jerry Vines of Jacksonville, Fla., 
called Mohammed a "demon-possessed pe-

Other prominent stories of 2002 that re- ~ 
ceived some notice from editors: "under 
God" in the Pledge of Allegiance was 
deemed unconstitutional; a tax break for 
clergy housing expenses became law; mis
sionary Martin Burnham was killed in the 
Philippines; and legendary Dallas pastor 
W. A. Criswell died. 0 
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Another missionary is wounded 

. Three SBC missionaries killed at hospital in Yemen 
3aptlst Press . .· · . conviction of God's l~aders~p people continue, and the rea- trance to the hospital by 

RICHMOND, Va.- Three 
!\mericans were killed and an

wounded Monday, Dec. 
0, when a lone .gunman at

~~(1\..JI)..,u a Baptist mission hospi
in Jiibla, Yemen. 
Hospital administrator 

William E. Koehn, business 
,·~·:u ..... 6 ...... Kathleen A. Gariety, · 
and· nurse Martha C. Myers 
~ere killed and pharmacist 
Donald W. Caswell was in

in the early morning at-
~ack. 

While initial reports from 
~he scene are sketchy, the 
~ericans were involved j.n a 

eeting at the beginning of 
~he work day at the hospital. A 
;ingle gunman burst into the 
rooJm and opened fire. 

Koehn, Gariety, and Myers 
.t.ra••a killed immediately. The 

nman then repertedly 
to another room, where 

wounded Caswell, who was 
aken to surgery. He is expect-

1d to recover from his injuries. 
News reports indicate a 35-

ear-old man has been taken 
1 . ....... ., custody. 

Koehn, 60, of Arlington, 
.:;.a.a,.,, had planned to retire in 
Jctoner 2003 after 28 years of 
ervice. Gariety, 53, was from 
auwatosa, Wise. Myers, 57, 
s from Montgomery, Ala. 

49, is from Levelland, 
., ..... "."· All four served at the 
'"''"''tal as representatives of 

Southern Baptist lnterna
t>Ie:nru. Mission Board. 

"We are devastated by this 
ews," §aid 1MB spokesman 

Cox.· "We are moving 
to minister to family 

nembers located in Yemen, as 
/veil as in the United States." 

No decision has been made 
t relocating other Ameri

!ans connected with the hospi
.al, Cox said. The American 
mbassy in Sanaa advised 

\mericans in the country to 
mhance their personal securi
;y and asked the Yemeni gov-

GARIETY 

ernment to 
provide addi
tional security 
for Americans. 

The South
ern Baptist 
International 
Mission Board 
has operated 
Jibla Baptist 
Hospital, locat-

KOEHN 

MYERS 

ed about 120 miles south of 
Yemen's capital, Sanaa, for 35 
years. More than 40,000 pa
tients a year are treated at the 
facil~ty, which is on property 
owned by the Yemeni govern
ment. The hospital provides 
free· care and medicine to those 
who cannot afford it. It also 
has responded to relief needs 
during earthquakes and 
famine. 

The International Mission 
Board (www.imb.org) is an en
tity of the 16-million-member 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
It has ~5,487 missionaries 
working among 1,497 people 
groups worldwide. In 2001, 
Southern Baptist missionaries 
and their co-workers baptized 
more than 395,773 new believ
ers and organized 5, 775 
churches. 

IMB President Jerry 
Rankin said at a news confer
ence broadcast live on · CNN 
and other news outlets that 
ministry in Yemen and other 
dangerous places will contin
ue. 

"Our personnel, as Ameri
cans and Christians, are well 
aware of the risk of living.._and 
serving in a place like Yemen. 
Yet their love for the Yemeni 
people and . obedience to the 

~as been expressed In a Will- son our people are there is be- cradling a semiautomatic rifle 
I~gness t~ t~ke that risk and cause of those needs and our under his coat as if it were a 
gi~e oftherr lives. care and concern for the peo- sick infant. Once inside, he 

'We were moved to hear of ple," he said of work in the im- shot Myers Koehn and Gari
crowds of local peo~le l~ning p_ove~shed Middle Eastern na- ety, who had just begun a 
the road to the hospital m re- tion. So we certainly will con- morning m eeting. All three 
spect for t~ose who had served tinue to explore how we might died at the scene. The gunman 
them so faithfully. Our hearts continue the ministry to which then ~ shot and wounded 
?~out in sympathy to the fam- God has called us ·there. We Caswell before surrendering to 
1l~es, colleagues, and local have been negotiating with an- hospital guards. 
fnends who are ·grieving this other organization to take re- "We would not m ake any 
tragic loss." sponsibility for the hospital, presumption of motives of the 

Responding to questions, but we're committed to contin- killer," Rankin said. ''Being in 
Rank!n said ~e anticipates the uing whatever ministry we can ~ a country like Yemen, our per
Baptist hospital - one of the in the country." sonnel over the years have 
few full-service medical facili- The hospital compound has been prohibited from present
ties in Yemen - will continue been guarded for many years ing an overt Christian witness. 
its work, and that Southern by the Yemeni government, They've been very respectful of 
Baptist workers will continue which owns and provides secu- the authorities and the policies 
to serve there. rity for the facility. The gun- under which we serve the peo

"Obviously, the needs of the man reportedly gained en- pie of Yemen." 0 

• 

Retiretf:.Cookeville pastor w~rked with Gariety 
By C?nnie Davis _ . and for 'he~ commitment to her job. For in-
Baptist and Reflector . stance, when he was new to his job and not 

COOKEVILLE -Byron Epps of Cookeville, 
retired pastor of University Heights Baptist 
Church here, was shocked when he learned his 
friend and former co-worker, Kathleen Gari
ety, was killed Dec. 30 in Yemen. 

Kathleen Gariety, or as Epps knew her, 
Kathy Gariety, and he worked' together at the 
Lakeland Baptist Association in Milwaukee, 
Wis. Epps was director of missions and Gari
ety was secretary there. 

Although t~ey only worked together for 
about two, years, from 1991-92, they became 
close friends, sai,d Epps. In fact, he walked Ga
riety to the plan~ which. took her to Yemen 
and service as an 'International Mission Board 
missionary in 1992. 

'Gariety applied for the job at the Baptist 
association to m~et requirements for IMB ser-

. vice, said Epps, who- also has served on the 
staff of South Fulton Baptist Church, South 
Fulton; First Baptist Church, Cookeville; and 
First Baptist Church, Jackson. Gariety for
merly had worked in college bookstores where 
she was a manager and area manager. 

Raised in a Catholic family in Wisconsin, 
her understanding of the Midwest really 
helped Epps and other associational leaders, 
he said, in the missions work there. 

Gariety _was known for her love of youth 

able to help Gariety very much, she stayed at 
the office ~ night to prepare for an annual 
meeting .. Epps never guessed the next day be
cause she had brought a change of clothes. Ga
riety eventually told her boss what she had 
done to finish the work. 

"She never complained about the work," he 
recalled.· 

Epps said it was ironic that Gariety came to 
the assQciation to receive training when she 
gave so much more than she received through 
her service: 

"She contributed far more to us (at the asso
ciation) -than we ever imagined," he explained. 
He i~ sure that s4e did the same in Yemen. 

To supp.prt her, for several years the associ
ation helped fill a crate with items needed by 
Gariety and other missionaries, said Epps. 

'Last ye~r during a visit to the United 
States her brother and the rest of her family 
asked Gariety not to return to Yemen because 
of the terrorist attacks on the U.S. and politi
cal unrest in Yemen. 

"Her love for children pulled her back," said 
Epps. "Her love for youth was only exceeded 
by her love for the Lord." 

He learned from the pastor of Gariety's 
home church in ·Wisconsin that her body will 
be returned to the family when it is released 
by U.S. government officials. 0 

rennessee Baptists fiftlt in per capita giving . 

1MB ltonors top I 00 clturcltes • 1ft gifts ·to .200 I LMCO 
3aptist Press 

RICHMOND, Va. - The Interna
ional M1ssion Board has recognized 
he 100 Southern Baptist churches that 
rave the largest gifts to the 2001 Lottie 
~oon Christmas Offering for Interna
ional Missions. 

The entity also announced which of 
he 41 Baptist state conventions and 
ellowships ranked in the top 10 givers 
tccording to membership and to per
:entage of increase over the previous 
rear. 

Tennessee Baptist Convention 
:hurches ranked fifth in per capita giv
ng at $8.29 per church member. Ahead 
,f Tennessee were South Carolina 
$10.69), Mississippi ($10.05), North 
::arolina ($9.55), and Virginia ($9.20). 

That $113.7 million ingathering, 

named after the venerable missionary 
who gave her life taking the gospel to ~ 
the Chinese people, pushed the cumu
lative total for the 114-year-old offering 
to $2.2 billion. The offering recorded a 
$532,804 increase over 2000 and set an 
all-time high total, even though it fell 
short of the $120 million goal. 

Many Southern Baptist churches still 
are in the process of receiving the 2002 
Lottie Moon Offering, which has a goal 
of $1~5 million. Every penny received 
will go to support the board's almost 
5,500 missionaries and their ministries. 

This year's offering is even more 
critical than usual because the number 
of Southern Baptists answering God's 
call to overseas missions service is in
creasing faster than giving from the 
churches, said IMB President Jerry 
Rankin. 

"The missionary force is growing the next-largest contribution by almost 
three times faster than receipts coming $111,000. The church also ranked first 
thrpugh the Lottie Moon offering and in 2000. 
the Cooperative Program [the Southern Ten Tennessee Baptis t churches 
:Baptist Convention's unified funding were among the top 100, according to 
channel]," Rankin said. ~ata supplied by the International Mis-

Calvary Baptist Church in Winston- sion Board. The list was based on gifts 
Salem, N.C., led the nation in total dol- received by the IMB from Jan. 1 -Dec. 
lar giving for the 2001 offering. That 31, 2001, according to Tory McGowan 
congregation's $394,698 gift surpassed of the 1MB development office. 0 

Church Rank Gift Average Resident Members 2001 
Germantown, Germantown 13 $171 ,713 6,091 
Kirby Woods, Memphis 35 $119,918 2,229 
Two Rivers, Nashville 44 $105,000 
FBC, Her=~dersonville 56 $95,224 6,002 
FBC, Sevierville 61 $90,318 2,852 
FBC, Collierville 68 $85,195 2,202 
Bellevue, Cordova 73 $84,500 21 ,555 
Wallace Memorial, Knoxville 75 $83,041 2,565 
Brainerd, Chattanooga 80 $79,958 1,678 
FBC, Clarksville 84 $78,208 3,742 
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Baptists asked to recommend members of TBC boards, 
Baptist and Reflector 

At right are replicas 
of the forms which have 
been developed for Ten
nessee Baptist s to u se to 
recommend people fo r 
service on Tennessee 
B a p tist Convention 
boards or committees. 
Please DO NOT use the. 

. replica forms. 
Each year t he Commit

tee on Boards and Com
mittee on Committees 
conduct a lengthy process 
to select nominees to t he 
convention for positions 
on the boards and com
mittees of the convention. 
This process is dependent 
upon Tennessee Baptists 
nominating qualified peo
ple for these positions. 

Forms fo r both the 
Committee on Boards 
and Committee on Com
mittees processes are be
ing mailed to each church 
4'1 the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. Additional 
forms are also being 
mailed to directors of 
missions. Your prayerful 
attention to this opportu
nity to recommend Ten
nessee Baptists for posi
tions is e11couraged. 

For Executive Boafdllutitllflooal 
Boar& ofTnut, Committee ou 
Committees, TBC 
2003 

EMt_ Middle_ W~l_ 

Ple:ut- ust lhll fotm. or tile eli!dronle !onn fOWld ll _.,tnl>ttp!IS.aa:, to recon-.meocl r6ideul me:~nbers ofTton_..... Bapli$1 
~ 1.0 the C'4mmluee "" Bti<JJ'tU. Mall """"~tloiiS, or tuhmlt eledroaleally, t9 Chal.rmaa, Committee on .Board$, 
T•nn~n~ BilptlJt Cunv•utlou,l'.O. Sox ?18, &rentwoo<l, ~ 310U.07l8 or f:u to 6ts.31t -lm. All ~datkw 
~re eoMilkrod b)' !be Committee 011 nua.rds. Huwevcr, no peT$011 ¥Ubmiuill~ 2 ffOOllm~tnd:u!on sh<lllld *UWl\e lril · 
n.cotnnloO.OICWicm witl•uto~ be 1ubmJW:d to lbe Ten=s$Ce llapli$t Con.-.,nlion. All mmlbers ofTenDe:s5.~ Baptist 
Coo:>'dldoo ~llCS ~ tOOOUI"J$e<l to $\lbmit rewmmmdallons by J.'ebrury 14, 2003 of 1111St~' of illstinllioos. lillm~ll~ 
aoaro. &lldcammilt=.. Rtc:OillllleUdloollS rcc»i~afltfl'ebtlltl')' 14,2003, will be:~~!$~« OCCI!l. {nil ronu 
will be co for ~ll co1mlliuee mt.~llbel:s. To ioslll't 1 IJ , 1 or rtnt as ut:ttl :a.; bit . 

l rc~m~ml ____ ..,..... _____ to.r the _________ BondiC$»llllllU~. 

BE.x~Live n03Id 
CommJuee on Commitkt~ 

[)B4ptl$1 He:\1111 $}'$\em, Mcmpbls 
QO.ptistHtallhS}'s!tm. £ast'ffOilH$CC 

~------
City--··--------·~-

AP!'I"<>JC. Agl: - - -

Aller yo~t han seew-ed t.bb .,_.,., pertlllulon f! submll tlldr n•- pleuc CO.Illfll•te· ~ foUowlna 
question$: · · 
l . List lbc .IIOOlill«'iptet~ \~Jd/Qfl)Nt ~ 011 aoyTIIC ~r!X$~1!«{$) ;mddale!S o( $avtct<. 

2. lodieato d~~e amollllf. of !he .IIQminee '$ cb.lltCb.'s :rMtion am. Ji•'l!ll !htoll$11 Tenn~ Daplisr md SBC <:>~~ in 2002 
$. ___ • 

l. lndime the nomlnee '$ occup~lon (fotmel <>e'-'up<~tiw,lfmhtd), i>l~ be $pe.:lf'~Q. 
4. l$ the nomi~e willi11g to (ulfiU the dl!.til$ and 11!llp!)nsibitiliu uflhe 1'~e Baptist COu>Mltiou BOlldfCommilt~:e for 

which he if beu•l (tcOil'!'M>Icled? _ Va _No 

S. What KIJ\s, :Wililio!s ot CXJlC(ieDOo dOC$1be nornince poucft WI QU3lii'ics lu~r for co~M on a Tellll=cc! Daplist 
Boatti!Cotutnit!R? 

The completed form 
should be mailed to Chairman 
(eith er Committee on Commit
tees or Committee on Boards), 
TBC, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood_, 
TN, 37024-07_28 by F eb. 14. 

Also, forms may be faxed to the 
Executive Leadership Group at 
(615) 371-·2093. 

An electronic form can also 
b e found and s ubmitted at 

www. tnbaptist.org. 
Each r ecommendation 

form is copied and submitted 
to each member of the re
sp ective committees . 

Wallace Memorial 
Baptist Church 
Knoxville, TN 

8:30a.m,- 4:00 p.m. 

.. 

. 

This conference is designed to provide information, training, and re-
sources for churches that will .enable them to better plan to minister in 

. their community, utilizing their facilities as a tool for ministry. 
Featured Topics: 
• Leading Your Church. Through the Planning and Building Process 
• Master Planning For Long Range Growth 
• Planning a Building Budget: A Look At Total Project Costs 
• How Churches Finance 9 hurch Buildings 
• User Friendly Church Facilities 
• Rules of Thumb 
• Multi-Use Space 
Who Should Attend? 
• Pas tors and Church Staff 
• Building Committees 
• Finance Committees 
• Trustees 

' 

I 

• Others facing the nee9 for space, involved in the building process, or 
responsible for facilities planning and fundl.ng development 

Conference Personalities 
• Gary Best, Architect, Best and Associates 
• Bo Childs, Certified Financial Planner, President, Tennessee Baptist 

Foundation 
• Archer Thorpe, Church Administration and Stewardship Specialist, 

Tennessee Baptist Convention 
-\nie-~E;ed-~our-Fiesiioiise! _________ _________________ _____________ ______ ________ __ _ 

Please contact Archer Thorpe at 800-558-2090 ext. 2017, or email athorpe@tnbaptist.org, for more in
formation and to register. Cost is $10 and includes lunch. Mail with payment to Archer Thorpe, Ten-

• 
nessee Baptist Convention, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024. Please register by Jan. 8. 
Name _ __________________ _____________________ ___ 

Address --------------------------------------------~--~-----------------
ChumhandChumhPosition _______________________ ~------------~ 

.......,_ .. o I I .. .,_, RECOMMENDATION FQRM 
0) 

,._..,... __ 
-c e ... _____ ....., .. 

Cooveotioa CommiUees, TBC .-.-.. - ... __ ... ....,._ 
... .,.-.. e 

I --Uf) 
1003 (Z) ... ...-..---------........... --.,._,.. ___ .,...._.._~_A>M 1 ...,..\'114 

(.1) ,._., .................. _ .............. .-........ -_,.__.,_Coco 
)C&i¥1-l~l 

w A-o(·-------------......... -East_ Middle West_ -'"""------~ ~-~1} -
Please Ufe d!lf form. <1r die tltcltrooie fonn lbiiDd u....,l!!b!ll!gl;F,m, 10 t~ltlld mideGIIIIIIGbels or·re._u_ 8ttptW 
c:burcbn to 1bc C<.mmill« 011 c-.itt«r. Mail aD~~"' l11.bal!lt ~._tlf, t6 awr-a. C.lllftlltw. M 
ComlllntHS, 'rean<m!a llaptlst Cwn~ P.O. Bolt 'n8, BR ........... ,TN 310l4-4'tll or flu to 61S-l11· l093. All 
reco_mmendat\(lltl are -'<feted b}' the Commilte4 011 ~ llo-. no person $\lbmiuUta a ~oi. t.bould .-nt 
his tecotnmendaiion will auf.ometical.t)' be $Ubmi.ttN to-tilt ~ Baptl$1 Coav~nti~ All nlttllbo11· of T1:011 Jilet .A.aptiat 
C<>IIV<Wiiou dwtd~ aro ct~ )0.$1lbmit l'CCOUIIXICndaliODS by i't:brvar)· H , lQQl of tn111en of Wtilllliool, &OINii•~ Board. 
and commilll!eS. R~ons n!tti.alllfu!t Fe'bru.uy 14. 2003. will be COJIS¥fctl:!d as vwe"'*.s occur. (Tbll fonn will b<e 
1t:OPk4 fw liD C111111lllllee mcmbtn. To IIISW"t lt2fbUICY> ~ t)'P* Ot' prillt u ~WillY at pODiblt). 

l~d __________ ll>r~---------~ommlttee. :.....· 
..; .;.. 

• 
..... 

OCommi~ onAlr~mtnl! 
{Jeommiutt oa i\lld!ts 

-- "' .. .. .. _ 
... - ..... : -- ... -... 

' -.- -
~----------------------------~~~(N~.~-------
City ______ _ 

Appmx.~_....__ 

~wmM~~------~----~ 

--------

~ ------------------------~ 

Aller )'0'11 haW! -urtd till~ pcr$011'~ permil»lol DIOII<Ut~•n, pleii*O tO~tth• folkmi"' 

llllilt•I~S)e.nd dAtes oftetvl<:e. 
qllllfUotw:. 
1. Ll$ube mmlinee ·, pteSCIII audfoq~sl e~iell¢t: 

l. Indlc.m dlo amcxmr ofw ~·$ cbuml'lll!iull!ll aifts aim \lltwcll TCWWA« Bapri$1 ol1d sac ta~~~eJ ill 2002 s. ___ . 

l. flllliQte ~ llQlllin=e'J ocwpatio11 (fomlCf CICalplllion, if tt~). l'leaw bG ~461>. 

• . b lbe nomine¢ willins 10 1\lmlllbe du\les aod responstbilitie$ of the Tcru- &pliat Con....:nlion Board/CQIIII),\Ittec l.llr wbicl\ !It Ill 
beillJN~;ommc:ndcd? _ Y<!!$ No 

' ,, Wba! gl.~ ai:Hilies or experiellQC..do« ~ nomill~ ~!hal qlltlill~ ~ f<lrc~idmtiOJl on aT~ Baprut 
&otud!Coolmittte? 

N•me:-------------·:-.--- Addr<ss: --------..::----- l'houe: (_}:.;.· __ ("'*"'"" S'<l..,.US/Jtg ~...,.} • 
ChW'cll NmM>: __________ (\~~!atio.~'-------l.a~"J!mon_._ Minlstcr_ 

(Stt Other Side) 

Tennessee Baptis t s are re
minded that numerous recom
mendations are presented and 
all recommendati~ns are given 
consideration. 

No person submitting a recom
mendation should assume his or 
her recommendation will auto
matically be submitted to the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 0 

MINISTRIES - MUSIC 
Bi-vocational music minister. Send resume to Lucy Baptist Church, 
Attn. Edwin Bone, Chairman Search Committee, 4005 Lucy Rd., 
Millington, TN ~8053·. 

................. • • • • 
Kirkwood Baptist Church, Clarksville, Tenn., is prayerfully seeking a 
part-time minister of music. Please send resume o·r inquires to kirk
woodmusic@bellsouth.net or call Evelyn Schindler, (931) 648-4753, 
http://LifeWaylink.com/931553693 t. 

Bivocational Evangelism Conference 
January 17 - 18, 2003 

' 
Gladeville Baptist Church - Gladeville 

"Sharing the Light Before the Night Arrives" 

On Friday, I p.m. - 8:30 
p.m., including 

complimentary dinner 
On Saturday, 8 a.m. 

noon, including 
complimentary eontinental 

breakfast 

Speakers
Herbert Brisbaine, NAMB 
Ricky Cotton, Columbia 
Ray Gilder, TBC . 
Edward Johnson, Surgoinsville 
Steve Looper, Clarkrange 
Ken Marler, TBC 
Ronnie Owens, Tazewell 
Don Pierson, TBC 
Tony Ranklin, TBC 
Bret Robbe, Franklin 
Ed Rowell, Franklin 
Paul Clark, TBC 

I 

Reservations are requested for each meaJ. Please contact Joy Clay-Corby 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention staff, at jclaycorby @tnb~ptist.org, 

l-800-558-2090, ext. 20 J 8, or (615) 37 J -2018. 
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o need to slcip 2003 - God is still in control 
.. eflections 

By Lo nnie W ilkey, e d itor 

During the Christmas holi
Lays I read a book by John Gr
sham called Skipping Christ-

It was an amusing story 
bout a cou.ple who decided to 

• ·nr~~un Christmas one year. They 
6on r~lized that their decision 
- pacted the lives of people 
round them and that what 

1eemed to be a harmless choice 
them more stress than the .u ......... _, season itself. 

The story is a reminder that 
do not live in a vacuum. Deci

llOilS we make impact other peo
le and vice versa. And though 

might dream of living in a 
un1-nr .. n-,,P. world, unaffected by 

actions of others, that simply 
not realistic. 
Over the course ofjust a few 

l :tiVeeJ!(S, we have read stories 
h n••t events that should fright

us ·"out of our socks." But in-
teala of burying our heads in the 
and, we, as Christians con

·erned about our world, need to 
~ake a stand and let our voices 
>e heard. 

Space prohibits a lengthy dis
on any of the following 

topics at this time. I probably 
will have a lot more to say later, 
but take a close look at the fol
lowing items and draw your own 
conclusions as we begin a new 
year. 

Cloning 
The announcement in late 

December of the first human 
clone - a baby scientists refer to 
as "Eve" has created quite a stir 
and well it should. 

Human cloning is wrong. 
What is frightening about this 
situation is that the cloning was 
done through a religious sect 
called the Raelians. 

They believe that cloning is 
the path to immortality, an op
portunity to live forever, accord
ing to a story from Associated 
Press. The story quotes Claude 
Vorilhon, who calls himself Rael, 
as saying,' "Cloning is the key to 
eternal life." 

Wrong. Jesus Christ is the 
oJl}y key to eternal life. 

In what seems more like a 
story from a science fiction 
movie rather than reality, 
cloning a human baby is just the 
first step, according to the AP 
report. The next step, says the 
leader of this sect, "will be to di
rectly clone an adult person 
without having to go through the 
growth process and to transfer 
memory and personality in this 
person." The thought of that is 
frightening in itself. 

Pray that in the weeks ahead 

Congress will act to ban the 
cloning of human-s and that 
countries all over the world will 
take similar actions. · 

Powerball winner 
Also in late December it was 

announced that a West Virginia 
man had won the $314.9 mi11ion 
Powerball jackpot. To his credit 
he wanted to give about $17 mil
lion to three Church of God con
gregations to "set up a fund to do 
good." 

Yet, none of the stories I read 
about the Powerball jackpot not
ed that in order for one person to 
win that much money there 
must have been at least 314 mil
lion-plus losers. I wonder what 
their Christmas was like. 

There also have been several 
stories in recent weeks about the 
upcoming lottery in our state. 

We need to be in prayer for 
our legislators that as they cr~ 
lottery legislation. The wording 
of the referendum that was 
adopted by voters last November 
will allow "charities" to apply to 
have an ·annual lottery-type 
fund-raiser. 

This could open a Pandora's 
box no one was considering 
when voting yes for the lottery 
in November. 

Sexual orientation 
A longtime friend and attor

ney informed me last week that 
the Metropolitan Government of 
Nashville and Davidson County 
has passed on two readings an 

., 

amendment to Title 11, Chapter 
11.20 of the Metropolitan Code, 
Fair Employment and Housing 
Practices that would insert sexu
al orientation as one of the ar
eas, along with rae~, color, reli
gion, national origin, and sex, 
that employers cannot discrimi
nate against when hiring an in
dividual. 

The proposed ordinance 
wpuld also change the word 
"sex" to gender wP.ich could 
broaden the law to give protec
tion to a larger group such as. 
those who are transvestites or 
transgendered. 

The fact that this was ap
proved on two readings by Metro 
Council with little fanfare or 
mention is troubling. Why were 
residents of Nashville and 
Davidson County not made 
aware of this? 

Basically, if. approved, any 
business with 12 or more em
ployees, including churches, reli
gious organizations and religious 
schools, could be sued if they re
fused to hire of if they terminat
ed a homosexual They also 
would be in violation of the law. 

Hiring a homosexual should 
be the choice of the employer 
and should not be legislated. 

The bill will be considered 
for its third and final reading 
oil Jan. 21. If you live in 
Nashville and Davidson Coun
ty, call your Councilman and 
urge him or her to vote no 

against this amendment. 
No state or federal law makes 

it illegal for an employer to dis
criminate on the basis of sexual 
orientation. The city of Nashville 
doesn't need one either. Let your 
voice be heard. 

1MB missionaries 
The tragic deaths of three In

ternational Mission Board mis
sionaries in Yemen (see page 3 ) 
is a harsh reminder that our 
missionaries overseas often are 
ministering and sharing t h e 
good news of J esus Chris t in 
dangerous areas. 

We need to continue to pray 
for the safety of all of our South
ern Baptist missionaries as they 
serve God around the world. 

2003 
These stories and others 

make me want to write a new 
book called Skipping 2003 and 
then be able to live life in a fan
tasy, free of trouble and strife. 
We all know, however, that is 
impossible. 

As we enter 2003, we must 
acknowledge we live with a 
threat of world war on the hori
zon in addition to issues men
tioned on this page. 

Christians, however, _do have 
an advantage as we enter the 
new year. We have the knowl
edge that no matter what hap
pens, 'God is still in charge. As 
long as we believe that, we can 
handle anything 2003 might 
bring. 0 

unclay School space to grow where cloes it come from? 

rowth 

By Ke n Marler 

Our fifth, area of evaluation 
oncerning Sunday School 

•rrr,urt.h is in the area of space. 
... ack of useable space will 
;ause frustration and confu-
ion when we fail to see the 

IPlrOIJileJm. Enrollment may be 
1p, ministry is taking place, 
IVOrship is exciting, and people 

attending but Sunday 
,.. ....... uv~ attendance is flat lined. 
Nhat happened? 

The first things to look for 
U'e space allocation and space 
1vailability. It really is true, 
rou cannot put but one gallon 
n a gallon bucket. We focus on 
he space issues last instead of 
hat. Now, I am not a farmer, 
lever h ave been but let's look 
1t a farming example. Suppose 
1 farmer had 100 cows located 
~n 100 acr es. Those 100 acres 
:ould support 100 cows, no 
nore. So, on the 100 acres with 
lOO cows the farmer has a 
peat infrastructure in place 
!GD.sisting of fences, water, 
l!ed, shel ter, and whatever * you need for one hundred 
lAWS. 

One morning the farmer de-
31es that he wants 200 cows 
~tead of 100 cows. Does he 

just go to the cow store and 
buy an additional 100 cows? 
The answer is no. He has 100 
acres that will not support 200 
cows. It will only support 100 
cows. Before he adds 100 cows 
to his herd. he must prepare to 
receive an additional 100 cows. 
How does he do this? He -must 
provide the infrastructure. He 
must buy an additional 100 
acres and on it provide fences, 
water, feed, shelter, and every
thing else needed for the addi
tional cows. Then he can go 
and get the additional cows. 
Most churches do just the op
posite. We have the attitude 
that we will build and provide 
when they come. Wrong think
ing. We must provide the space 
and infrastructure then go af
ter the people. 

Think with me about the 
space infi·astructure. 

There are four types of 
spaces in our churches - wor
ship, education, parking, and 
preschool/children. When any 
of these four spaces is 80 per-· 
cent full then growth will stop. 
Also, to be considered is the 
fact that so:ine space is unus
able space - preschool (birth 
through kindergarten) must be 
on ground l evel. Security for 
preschoolers and children must 
be considered as well. The Ten
nessee Baptist Convention staff 
has information concerning 
safety for preschoolers and 
children that every church 
inust have. A free copy of this 

is available by calling Joyce 
Johnson at (615) 371-7905. Ask 
for the packet, Steps to Take to 
Protect Tennessee's Children. 
Space for youth (grades 7 -12) 
and adults are a little more 
flexible. 

Where can you find more 
space? Let me offer several 
suggestions. 

Available Space. Look at 
space that is being used for
storage, and then clean it up 
and out. Many churches have 
storage areas that could be 
used for Bible study classes. 
The worship center or Sanc
tuary is also good available 
space. Using the choir loft , 
balcony or a section of pews 
is good use of available 
space. 

Adj usted Space. Look at 
who is using the space avail
able now. Sometimes a 
preschool room with too little 
space could use a large adult 

classroom with few adults. 
Maybe the two classes could 
swap space. 

Adjacent Space. Walk out
side the front doors of the 
church and look for ·space with
in walking distance. Is there a 
building or office or room you 
could rent, borrow, or buy for 
use? This off campus space is 
good for median adults and 
young adults with out children: 
Senior adults, parents of 
preschoolers and children, 
youth, children, and preschool
ers need to stay on campus. 
Other groups may be able to 
use space within walking dis 
tance. Another-adjacent space 
is homes or rooms within one 
mile of the church. Again 
adults without children are 
your best prospects for using 
this space. Commuting more 
than one mile seems to be not 
as advantageous to do. 

Adapted Space. In Con-

P.K. Preadtets Kids 
A 

YEAR AND A NEW DAY WIT:H 
NEW AND EXCITING 
OPPORTUNI liES~ .. 

·~ THEN I HAVE ONE 

0 

necticut on a consultation trip 
I encountered a church that 
had eight adult Bible study 
classes in the worship center 
at one time without partitions . 
Every group sat in semicircles 
~th the teacher's back to the 
center of the room. The teacher 
sat at a round table and the 
class participants sat out from 
the table in the semicircles. All 
eight classes met without diffi
culty. It was -almost like being 
in a restaurant. You can see 
lots of other people but you do 
not listen to t hem. Following 
Bible study these groups folded 
their tables up, rearranged the 
chairs, and the worship service 
began. 

Lack of space should never 
keep a church from growing . ., 
- Marler is growth specialist in 
the Christian Growth Develop--ment Group of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. He can be 
reached at (615) 371-7934. 

by David Ayers 
WHY DO I ALL OF 
THE SUDDEN FEEL 

SO OLD? 
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Of plumbers and other workers 

Pastor develops Christian nelwork on web site 
By Joe Simon 
For Baptist and Reflector 

GALLATIN - Ed Inman 
has found a way to answer 
those questions we all ask our
selves at one time or another 
- Who do I call to fix this? 
Who can I call who is reliable 
and will give me a fair price? 

It might be someone within 
your very own church or an
other n earby con g r egati on, 
suggests Inman, who is pastor, 
Corum Hill Baptist Church, 
Castalian Springs . 

Inman recently developed a 
web site which provides a 
place for workers who are 
members of Protestant church
es to list their services and 
products a nd people with 
needs to contact them. It is a 
forum for Christian mech anics, 
home r epairmen, contractors, 
and computer consultants to 
network with Christians who 
need their services. 

AskMyChurch.com is the 
web site and is managed by In
man, who explained· the site is 
different from other such direc
tories in that he monitors the 
service providers listed on the 
site. 

Inman cannot guarantee 
the services listed on the web 
s i te , but he checks with a 
worker's minister before post
ing him or her and considers 
complaints of t hose who u se 
workers listed on the si t e. 
Then he may remove the work-

er from the web site. Thankful
ly, in today's economy a work
er's r eputation can make or 
break a business, Inman 
added. 

Business people can list 
their service, contact informa
tion, and church member ship 
for a small fee. He charges a 
fee smaller than other such di
rectorie·s because he sees the 
site as a ministry. 

Professionals may be locat
ed by state, city, type of work, 
church, a,nd denomination. 

Interest in computer 
technology 

"I have always been inter
ested in the ministry and I 
have always enjoyed business," 
says Inman. After obtaining 
masters degrees in theology 
from Dallas Theological Semi
nary, Dallas, Texas, and in ed
:ucation, he became involved in 
computer technology. 

"I got into computers about 
seven years ago, and I really 
enjoyed the whole internetf 
computer field." 

He enrolled in tech nology 
classes for a year, became a 
Microsoft Certified System s 
Engineer, and worked as a net
work engineer for an internet 
service provider. 

When t he economy slowed 
down after the Sept. 11 terror
i s t attacks on the Unite d 
States, Inman found himself 
unemployed a nd identifying 
with millions of Americans 
who were out of work and 

Evangelism Conference ••• 
- Continued 
from page 1 

For more 
information on 
the State 
Evangel i sm 
Conference , 
call (615) 371-
2058. 

In addition, BOYD 
the annual 
Bi vocational 
Evange l ism 
Conferenc e 
will be held 
J an. 17-18 at 
Glad ev ille 
Baptist 
Ch u rch, 
Gladeville. CASH 

The confer
ence begins at 1 p.m. on Friday 
and concludes on Saturday at 
noon. 

Messages will be brought by 
Steve Looper, pastor, Friends 
Chapel Baptist Church , 
Clarkrange; Edward Johnson~ 
pastor , Fisher Creek Baptist 
Church, Surgoinsville; Ricky 
Cotton, pastor, Crossbridges 
Baptist Church , Columbia; 
Ronnie Owens , preachin g 
evangelist, Tazewell; Tony 
Rankin, family ministry spe
cialist, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention; and Herbert Brisbaine 
of the multicultural evangelist 

BRABSON CARR 

FREEMAN La BORG 

, 
SMITH WHITE 

department of the North Amer
ican Mission Board, Alpharet
ta, Ga. 

For more information on the 
Bivocational Evangelism Con
ference, call (615) 371-2018. 0 

ED INMAN, a pastor of Hendersonville, began AskMy
Church.com to help Christians network. 

AT ASKMYCHURCH.COM peo
ple can locate Christians provid
ing various services and can 
post their service for a fee. 

struggling, especially Chris
tians. Then he came up with 
the idea for the web site which 
seemed like "the logical way to 
help other people," said Inman. 
And it used his skills related to 
business, technology, and min
istry. 

He believes his new service 
will aid churches in h elping 
members who need to expand 
their businesses. For instance, 
the lady who posts a notice on 
a church bulletin board that 
sh e makes cakes for sale can 
inform more people of her busi
ness on the web site. Adver
tisement can make or break a 
business, whether it's word of 

mouth or the World Wide Web, Crossing boundaries 
said Inman. As his new business grows, 

A person outside church cir- .Inman envisions the web site 
cles may prefer to log on to the helping people on a national 
site to find someone to paint scale. 
their house, landscape, or fix For instance, a person 's child 
their car because of the high attends college out of state and 
ethical s tandards of m ost doesn't know who to call when 
Christians. Hopefully the con- the child's car breaks down. In
tact with a Christian worker stead of the worry of calling a 
will introduce the non-Christ- stranger out of the phone direc
ian to the Gospel, he said. tory, a ch eck of AskMy-

The site also will help peo- Church.com might locate a 
ple new to communities who Christian mechanic who works 
are without contacts with ser- nearby, explained Inman. 
vice providers. Finally, the site To l earn m ore about the 
.Will help Christians meet other web site, contact Inman at 
Christians and congregations (615) 824-0909 or AskMy-
network. Church.com. a 



Page 7/ B&R I Jan. 8, 2003 - ------------------------ Tennessee ne s 

Cor n church hosts party for tornado victims 
By Judy Underwood 
For Baptist and Reflector 

WARTBURG - Twenty 
families were invited to a spe
cial Christmas party for toma
e_o victims hosted by Calvary 
i-J=Saptist Church here but Cor
ryton Baptist Church in 
Knoxville did the work. 

About 150 volunteers from 
Corryton came to Central Ele
mentary School on a recent 

to help during the 3-
nour party that lightened the 
hearts of the tornado victims 
for awhile. 

"We obviously can't replace 
everything you guys have lost 
... but we want you to know 
that God loves you," said Cor
ryton Pastor Rocky Ramsey. 

His wife, Betsy, was insb-u
mental in getting the party to

and what a party it be-

"We consider this an evan
J;:;"' .... "'"' project. The stuff is sec
ondary. Sharing Christ is pri
mary," she explained. 

Church member and friend, 
l !Mike Hinton, heard about the 

devastation the tornados left 
!i in Morgan County. 

He shared the information 
with Betsy who couldn't get it 

a her mind. 
s For several days she at-

ternp1Gea to reach Mossy Grove 
Baptist Church but got no an
swer. Her co-worker Allen Da
gley is a member at Calvary 

· s t Church and he sug-
noa,.ort she call Pastor Benjie 

ALLISON SMITH'S expression says it all as Betsy Ramsey, right, 
shows her the "family pack" she would take home during a party 
thrown by members of Corryton Baptist Church, Knoxville. at Cal
vary Baptist Church in Wartburg /or victims of tornados which 
struck Morgan County in November. Hidden by the· poinsettia is 
Smith's husband, Donnie. They have an eight-month-old daugh
ter, Lydia. 

Blakney. 
Blakney, his wife, Melanie, 

and other members of their 
church began to gather names 
of families to be invited to the 
party and hand delivered the 
invitations. 

The families didn't really 
know what to expect when 
they arrived at Central E le
mentary School Saturday. 

Folks from Corryton let the 

Prayer at 

anticipation grow as they 
served a chili dinner and· the 
fa milies reported in one by 
one. 

Families were assigned vol
unteers to help them shop. 

The church had gathered 
thousands of dollars in new 
mercha ndise for them to 
choose. 

"We didn' t want them to 
be burde ned with th e ex-

Tennessee Baptists Prayl 
A retreat for interc-essors to gather to pray for-Tennessee 

~ May 2-3 
CarsonSprings Baptist Conference Center, Newport 

:--...r aaUllo'- Speakers: Don Pierson of the Tennessee Baptist Convention staff 

a11;d his wife, 1rish 

Cost: 

Single Occupancy Motel Style - $~0 per person 

Double Occupancy Motel Style - $50 per person 

•:.--

Dormitory Style - $35 per person (single ·beds, provide your own linen) · 

Price includes lodging, 6reakfast, lunch, and snack. 
· For more information, call Bernie Baker at 615.371.7925 or 1.800.558.2090 ext. 7925. 

-

TENNESSEE STS PRAYING 

-

LOTS OF CHILDREN and teens from Corryton came along to 
make friends with Morgan County children affected by the No
vember tornados. They line up to take a swing at one of the 
pinatas. -Morgan County News photos by Judy Underwood. 

pense of Christmas s hop
ping," Ramsey said. 

The families were able to se
lect gifts for anyone they want
ed. The shopping was split into 
t wo sections - one for adults 
featuring a' lot of household 
items and one for children. 

While their parents shopped 
the adult s ide the children 
made selections on their side. 

Volunteer wrappers were 
positioned on each. 

"This is so wonderful," said 
Linda Hester, whose home was 
left in rubble. · 

Little did she know that it 
would just get better and bet
ter. 

Teenager Tabatha Henry 
said she hasn't really been in 
the Christmas spirit. 

The night of the tornado is 
one her family will not forget. 
They were at home on Lone 
Mountain Road in Mossy 
Grove. 

H enry had a feeling that 
she can't explain and begged 
her family to leave their house. 

They went to a neighbor's to 
wait out the storm but discov
ered t he family's dog wasn't 
with them. Over her parent's 
objection, .she rushed back to 
their house to get the dog. 

((I could see the torna d o 
coming over the mountain. It 
was like something out of a 
movie," she said. 

During the next few min
utes the house where they had 
taken sh elter was destroyed 
and her parents struggled to 
keep her little brother, Justin, 
from being sucked into the 
force of the tomado. The fami
ly lost everything. Their home 
was left in a pile of debris. 

"It's not been easy and I 
wasn't looking forward to 
Christmas," Henry said. 

((But, now watching him (in
dicating Justin ) I'm begi nning 
to feel more like it," she said 
with a bright smile. 

For his part, Justin was 
having a pretty good time. He 
got himself a watch and decid
ed to wear it instead of having 
it wrapped. And he found a 
new friend - a rubber lizard
like toy. 

ccThis is my favorite," h e 
said indicating the new toy. 

The Henrys probably won't 
be i n their new house. for 
Christmas, but they will be to
gether and thankful for it. 

Finally, it was n earing 3 
p .rri. The shopping was over 
and the helpers were carrying 
the packages to 20 trucks 
manned by 20 volunteer dri
vers for delivery to the homes. 

But the folks from Corryton 
had one more surprise await
ing the families. 

Inside a classroom near the 
gym waited 20 family-packs for 
them to take home. E ach pack 
included a television, mi
crowave, vacuum cleaner, and 
several other smaller appli
ances. Several of the families 
stood with quiet smiles. Others 
stared in shock while others let 
the tears of joy roll as they re
ceived the gifts. 

The kind folks from Corry
ton Baptist Church packed up 
and went home, their mission 
complete. They came to Wart
burg to share God's love and to 
brighten the lives of some of 
the families. They will not be 
forgotten by the families who 
lost so much only to have a 
truck load of love given back to 
them by a group of caring peo
ple they didn't even know. 0-
Underwood is news editor of the 
Morgan County News. The story 
is used with permission. 
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Baptist ethitists 
denounte tloning 
Associated Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - Promi
ne.n t Bap t i st ethici sts h ave 
joined a chorus of r eligious lead
er s in soundly denouncing a 
cult-like group's r ecent asser 
tion that they have produced 
the first cloned human infant. 

Clonaid, a cloning firm asso
ciated with a r eligious group 
that believes space aliens creat
ed human life, announced Dec. 
27 that a child named "Eve" 
was born the previous day. The 
location of the child's birth and 
the mothees name were notre
leased. Clonaid claims Eve is an 
exact genetic replica of h er 
mother - making her a clone. 
Clonaid is affiliated with the 
Raelians, a fringe religious 
group. 

Scientists and ethicist s cau
tioned that the announcement 
may be a hoax; similar an
nouncements of cloned humans 
in the past have been proven 
false. However, the information 
will not be scientifically verifi
able until at least Jan. 4 , ac
cording to Clonaid scientific 
director and Raelian spokesper
son Brigitte Boisselier. 

Baptist ethicists of conserva
tive, moderate, and middle-of
the-ro a d varieties all con
demned the a nnouncement. 
"When unprincipled science 
meets crazy religion, the results 
may be horrific, like cloning a 
human being," said Robert 
Parham, director of the 
Nashville-based Baptist Cen
ter for Ethics. 

Likewise, the Southern· Bap
tist Convention's head ethicist, 

chard Land, of the Ethics 
_ .......... Religious Liberty Com

ssion, said he believes the 
of human cloning, if it is 

, "will lead to Frankenstein 
ction becoming Frankenstein 

act. Sooner rather than later 
e a re going to be presen ted 
· th .hor rific human t ragedies 

oming out of these laborato-
. " 

.And ethicist David Gushee 
Union University in Jack-

son, said the news means de
lays over illegalizing h uman 
cloning in the world's legisla
tures may have had disastrous 
consequences. 

"From a Christian per spec
tive, the Clonaid announcement 

· i s dis a strous news," Gushee 
said in an e-mail interview with 
Associated Baptist Press. "Some 
of us have been warning that 
the world community needed to 
move quickly to stop human 
cloning. If it turns out that the 
activities of this frightening 
group have actually yield-ed a 
cloned human being, it will be 
all too clear that we have not 
moved quickly enough." 

The vast majority of religious 
groups worldwide publicly op
pose human cloning for repro
ductive purposes . However, re
cent legislative and religious 
debates have ensued about out
lawing all forms of cloning, in
cluding what scienti sts call 
"therapeutic cloning" or "somat
ic cell transplantation." 

In that process, a cell th at 
could grow into a human infant 
is cloned from a donor's non-re
productive cells and stimulated 
in a laboratory to produce fetal 
stem cells. Human fetal stem 
cells have proven valuable in 
treating and even curing many 
diseases, including some forms 
of cancer. But the process of 
harvesting those cells kills the 
fetus from which they are har
vested. While many anti-abor
tion activists have opposed 
stem-cell research on the se 
grounds, other religious ethi
cists have opposed cloning for 
stem-cell research on the 
grounds that it would be diffi
cult to outlaw reproductive 
cloning without also outlawing 
all other forms of cloning. 0 

Tennessee pastor 
addresses issue of 
kingdom authority 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Many Chris
tians a r e struggling in their 
batt le with th~ world, the flesh , 
and the devil. Yet. God has 
saved them, ordained them, and 

programmed them for victory 
because God's children were 
born to win, Adriflll Roger s says 
in his new book, The Incredible 
Power of K ing dom A uthority: 
Getting an Upper Hand on the 
Underworld. 

Rogers, pastor of the 27,000-
m ember Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Cordova, warns read
ers that Satan does not want 
them to read his book because 
Satan and his minions work to 
keep God's 
children from 
the inheritance 
that is theirs. 

The author 
acknowledges 
that Satan 
even worked 
against him in 
writing the ROGERS 
book, throwing 
interruptions, disruptions, trivi
alities, and emergencies at him 
until at last he dropped to his 
knees and claimed the very vic
tory he was writing about -

.Kingdom Authority. 
Rogers says he first learned 

of the principles in the book 
from Spiritual Authority, a book 
by Watchman Nee, a Chinese 
Christian who was imprisoned 
for his faith for 20 year s until 
his death in 1972. 

The book was released in 
September by Broadman & Hol
man Publishers, the trade book 
division of LifeWay Christian 
Resources of the Southern Bap
~ist Convention. 

When Rogers challenges 
readers to get an upper hand on 
the underworld, he identifies a 
cruel world system th at wars 
a gains t Christians' welfare, 
happiness, an·d joy. H e says 
that Satan's h atre d against 

mankind is so great because he 
failed to overthrow the King 
and knows he cannot defeat Je
sus. Just as crime bosses in the 
Mafia try to coerce enemies by 
thre atening their children, 
Rogers says, Satan tries to crip
ple those whom God loves. 

"Be warned! From Satan's 
viewpoint you are a pawn in the 
game of cosmic chess. Plans 
have already been made in Sa
tan's underworld to sabotage 
you, your loved ones, and your 
family ," Rogers wri tes. "How 
does he plan to gain the upper 
hand over you? He uses two 
chief weapons - the world and 
the flesh. Together, with his or
chestration, they make up a 
t rinity of evil - the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. They are 
interactive forces in a three
pronged attack." 

He goes on to explain that 
God has already claimed the 
eternal victory over Satan 
through Jesus Christ's redemp
tive work on the cross. The 
same power and authority that 
God gave Jesus is conferred on 
all of His children, Rogers says, 
to enable them to get an upper 
hand on the underworld - to 
not be immune from struggle 
but to gain victory through 
struggle. 0 

friends remember 
slain 1MB workers 
Baptist Press 

SANAA, Yemen- About 
275 Yemenis, Americans, and 
other internationals gathered 
Jan. 1 to remember the lives 
of three International Mis
sion Board workers murdered 
Dec. 30 at the Baptist hospi-

tal in J ibla, Yemen. · 
In the auditonum of the In

ternational School in Yemen's 
capital , Sanaa, friends and co
workers of .Martha Myer s, Bill 
Koehn , and Kathy Gariety 
shared memories of their lives, 
sang favorite Christian songs, 
and quoted Scriptures close to 
their hearts . "It was good for 
people who loved them to be 
able to remember Martha, Bill, 
and Kathy, to honor the Christ 
they loved and served and to 
worship Him for the way He 
worked in and through their 
lives," said John Brady , -~ho 
leads IMB work in nortber.n 
Africa and the Middle Eastr. · -·- -

"We were able to exp-ress 
our sorrow about their deaths 
and share the hope that gives 
us all meaning and the 
strength we need to move for
ward," he said. 

People rose in turn to recall 
the way their lives had been 
touched by Myers, Koehn, and 
Gariety, Brady said. 

"P eople 'talked abou t the 
ways Bill encouraged them to 
be a leader, to think and listen 
and to care for the Yemeni peo
ple," he said. "They spoke about 
Ma:r:"tha's great passion for the 
Lord and the selfless way she 

· gave herself to Y emenis , no 
matter what the cost. They 
praised Kathy's deep desire to 
serve people and the way she 
touched so many lives behind 
the scenes." 

The grief and fond remem
brances are shared by more 
than just American colleagues 
of the three, Brady noted. 

"There was a deep recogni
tion that literally thousands of 
Y emenis also are mourning this 
loss," he said. 0 

This is just the mid-winter project your Youth Choir needs! 

Friday, Jan. 31 - Saturday, Feb. 1 at West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson 
Registration opens at 5 p.m., Friday. Final worship ends at 4 p.m., Saturday. 

Personalities 

Dr. Richard Joiner - Guest Conductor 
Director of Choral Activities and Music 
Department Chair at Union University 

Jason Pyron - Devo.tional Speaker 
Minister to Students at West Jackson Baptist 
Church 

Ricky Clark- Host 
Minister of Music, West Jackson Baptist Church 

Paul Clark - Coordinator for Youth Project 
Worship and Music Specialist, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention · 

. 

Highlights 

Worship Times centered on ways God can speak to 
students and use them in Youth Choir. 

Fun Times for planned recreation and other large 
group gatherings to encourage felllowship and pos
itive atmosphere. 

Demo Choirs -Youth Choirs demonstrating what 
they sing at their own church. 

Special Feature- Union University ensemble 
Proclamation. 

For more information, contact www.tnworshipandmusic.org or contact Charlotte Hanson at 
chanson @tnbaptist.org or 1-800-558-2090, ext. 7908 or (615) 371-7908. Youth Project is 
co-sponsored by Union University Music Department and Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Worship and Music Mjnistry. 
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LoHery, tornados among top stories in '02 ••• 
- Continued from page 1 _ 
through March 31. She will 
also continue to serve as state 
WMU presi~ent to t~e end of 
her fourth term on March 22. 
Phillips will officially become 
executive director-treasurer on 
Aprill. . 

Study committee report 
Messengers to the annual 

meeting of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention voted to keep 
the role of their officers the 
way it has been since 1973. 
~ The convention, held at 
First · Baptist Church, 
Franklin, Nov. 12-13, drew 
1,652 messengers. 

A President's Study Com
mittee, which was appointed 
two y.ears ago by then TBC 
President Hollie Miller of 
Knoxville, had proposed to in
crease the role of convention 
officers by giving the president 
and two vice presidents a voice 
and vote on the convention's 
Committee on Committees and 
Committee on Boards during 
their one year of service as offi
cers. In addition,' the president 
would also be granted a. three
year term on the TBC Execu
tive Board following his presi
dency. 

The committee's recommen
dations had beeri given' to the 

Constitution and Bylaws Com
mittee which formatted it as 
amendmen.ts to the current 
Constitution and Bylaws of the 
convention. 

Though the amendments re
ceived more popular votes 
(600-433, or 58-42 percent), it 
missed the two-thirds vote 
nee ded to change the TBC 
Constitution by 88 votes. 

Volunteers 
Tennessee Baptists contin

ued to show their willingness 
to volunteer throughout 2002. 

During the year volunteers 
in Tennessee Baptist Disaster 
Relief served every month in 
some location, ranging from 
their own state to New York 
City, to the Gaza Strip. 

In late June a group of Ten
nessee volunteers joined 
Southern Baptists from other 
states to deliver food to needy 
Palestinian families in bullet
ridden Gaza. 

In September a team of 
Tennessee Baptist church sec
retaries went-to Canada to as
sist churches, many of which 
do not have secretarial help. 

In what is believed to be the 
frrst international project of its 
kind, participants set up mem
bership databases, organized 
filing systems, catalogued 

REGimR EARLY FOR BEST RATE! 

On/Before Jamuuy 15 
Youth workers --····-$120 
Spouse ---------·------$49 
Full-time college or 
seminary student ----$60 

. On/After January 16 
Youth workers .-u--·$135 
Spouse ---------------$60 
Full-time college or 
seminary student ··"·$75 

7Uition includes: evening and morning worship 
sessions, seminars, exhibit hall admission, 

two meals~ and special conference gift. 

"" r For additional questions or infonnalioll, contact your state representative: 

In Georgia, Doug Couch- 800.Ring-G8C, ext. 234 
lo Alabama, Kellh Loomis-334--288•2460 

lo South Carolina, Steve Rohrlac&- 803-765-0030, ~xt. 5820 
In Tennessee, Bruce EdWards or Kent Shingleton - 800..558-2090 

In Florida, Austin Rammelt-904·396-2351 

RONNIE WILBURN, director: 
of missions for Shelby Baptist 
Association, was elected as 
president of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention in Novem
ber. He is the first active direc
tor of missions to be elected 
state convention president. 

books and videos, created tem
plates for church' newsletters, 
answered telephones, worked 
on promotional mailings, and 
pe·rformed many other secre
tarial tasks. 

The secretaries, led by Lana 
Rose , annuities and church 
secretaries s pecialist for the 
TBC, worked in 11 churches, 
the Canadian Southern Bap-

tist Seminary, and the Canadi
an Convention of Southern 
Baptists. The project was part 
of a 10-year partnership be
tween Tennessee and Canadi
an Baptists. 

Other news of note 
Other notable news events 

in 2002 included (in no partic
ular order): 

+ The Tennessee Baptist 
Convention partnered with the 
Southern Baptist Annuity 
Board to pilot a wellness pro
gram. The two entities are 
participating in a Living Well 
program designed to help em
ployees positively change un
healthy lifestyles, improve per
formance and productivity , 
improve morale, and reduce 
long-term health care costs. 

+ The Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Commit
tee announ~ed at its February 
meeting that Nashville will 
host the 2005 SBC annual 
meeting which is expected to 
bring between 10,000-15,000 
registered Southern Baptist 
messengers to the Music City. 

+ A detailed study involv
ing 35 state conventions 
showed that Tennessee Baptist 
full-time pastors, full-time 
church ministers, office per-

sonnel, and full-time custodi
ans are receiving financial sup
port comparable to those serv
ing churches in adjoining 
states. The report was an im
provement from a similar 
study done in 2000, according 
to Richard Skidmore of the 
TBC Church Staff Leadership 
Group. 

+ Facing a third year of 
major budget shortfalls , in
cluding a possible $1.6 million 
deficit in 2002, leaders of the 
Tennessee Baptist Children 's 
Homes pared their budget. Ini
tial steps inclJ,lded the elimina
tion {)f 14 positions, 10 of 
which were currently filled. No 
h ouseparent positions were 
eliminated. On a positive note 
at TBCH, the ins titution re
ceived $7.5 million in restrict
ed gifts later in the year. 

+ In other actions at the 
TBC annual meeting, messen
gers adopted a record budget of 
$37,191,907, an increase of 0.7 
percent, extended partnerships 
with Baptists in Portugal and 
Carioca Baptists in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, and elected a 
director of missions - Ronnie 
Wilburn of Shelby Baptist As
sociation - as state conven
tion president. 0 
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By Mike Kemper 

An old year past and a new year ahead! We 
have much to celebrate from the past and much to 
look forward to in the future! 

News writers, economic analysts, psychics, and 
people on the streets are making predictions for 
this new year. They base their predictions on past 
events, on trends, and on feelings. Predictions for 
the future can be "risky business." given the 
chances of the unexpected and the unforeseen oc
currences which cannot be predicted. 

In 1943 Thomas Watson, then chairman of 
IBM, predicted that there probably was a market 
~for ab.out 5 computers in the whole world! Wasn't 
he mistaken! 

But I have a prediction! I am not looking into 
any "crystal ball." This prediction is sure and de
pendable. I will call it "One Sure Prediction!" I am 
not going to p:uedict the weather, though I believe 
it will be cold the next few months! I am not going 
to predict the winner of the Super Bowl, although 
I have my choice in mind! I want to give a predic
tion that really matters! 

So what is the prediction? It is from Isaiah 51:6 
"the earth shall wear out like a garment, and they 
that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but 
my salvation will be forever, and my right
eousness will never fail" 

In an impermanent world of uncertainty ... in a 
world of risks and dangers . . . in a world of wars 
and rumors of war, one sure prediction that you 
can. depend on is the Word of the Lord! What God 
has done and what He is doing will not end and 
we take comfort in being reminded by Paul, "Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No! In all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:35-
39). -

A wonderful way to approach this new year! 0 
- Kemper is director of missions for Gibson County 
Baptist Association. 

iust for oday 
by Fred Wood, retired pastor, Memphis 

Start With A Smile: Carl to wife: "I've decided 
to set some new rules in this house. Since wives 
are supposed to be submissive to husbands, I am 
decreeing that tomorrow morni~g I want you to 
serve me breakfast in bed." Wife: "I'll do that on 
one condition." Carl: ''What is it?" Wife: "Y0u sleep 
on the cot and move the cot into the kitchen." 

Take This Truth: Every cloud has a silver lin
ing. Wait a minute! Every silver lining has a 
cloud. 

Memorize This Scripture: "A wife ... is worth 
far more than rubies .... She gets up while it is 
dark ... provides food for her family."- Proverbs 
31: 10, 15 

Pray This Prayer: Lord, help me to remem
ber constantly the value of a companion to help 
me in the duties of my home. 0 

, 

The promise of deliverance 
By Mike Boyd 

Focal passage- James 1:13.115; 
I Corinthians 10:6-13 

The sights, sounds , and am
biance of Jerusalem are intriguing. 
We arrived at the Western Wall en
trance to the Holy City where hun
dreds of merchants were selling 
their wares. The crowd was intense 
and the noise was deafening. There · 
were postcards, jewelry, tours, 
camel rides, and eridless trinkets to 
bring back to the states. The power 
of "one American dollar" was never . 
so real. Truly, this would be an im
pulse buyer's heaven and a miser's 
nightmare. 

Temptations bombard in a simi-. 
lar fashion. Satan's strategy of en
ticement is a top diabolical priority. 
If successful, he has accomplished 
one of his main obj ectives. He 
wants God's people living depressed 
and defeated lives. The mechanism 
employed is temp~ation. Christians 
have a "Promise of Deliverance." 
Three biblical elements offer assis-
tance. . 

First, we must ADMIT. Often we 
blame God or other people for our 
falling into temptation. A recent so
cial issue blamed genetics for a cer
tain type of behavior. Young people 
bla:rn,e their home life or their envi
ronment to defuse errant adoles
cent behavior. We blame stress, 
finance, loneliness, business associ
ates, and the list goes on. Psycholo
gists tell us that if we do not admit - -
a problem, then most probably, 
there will be no solution forthcom
mg. 

I had a meeting many miles 
away from home. Our packed fami
ly made the journey through snow 
and sleet. Upon arrival at the con
ference center, I learned there had 
been a scheduling error of one 
week. How embarrassing to be sev
en days early. The only thing left to 
do was to take vacation until t ime 
for the meeting. 

There were some at home that 
could not wait for me to return. Ha
rassment awaited my arrival. They 
figured I would blame a staff mem
ber or some glitch in the calendar. I 
really dreaded the prospect of going 
home. 

Indeed, I encountered some pret
ty harsh attitudes. What was I to 
do? Finally, I simply said, "Hey, I 
made a mistake. Hopefully, you do 
not. shoot people for making mis
takes!" The admission ta1,1ght me 
something. The matter was indeed 
my fault. By being honest, the whole 
matter was diffuse<!. Covering it up 
would have been devastating. Weal
ways do better by admitting ow: er
rant ways. The Bible says, "each one 
is te~pted ... by his own evil desire." 
The devil does not make us "do it." 
We choose to "do it." 

Secondly, we are well served to 
be ALERT to temptation's quick
sand. I Corinthians 10:12 says, "be 
careful.''" The word means to be "on 
watch" or "aware." Like bait to a 
fish, so is temptation to the Christ
ian. What you see is not what you 
get. The ground may look solid, but 
soon we "fall" into the mire of sin. 

Once I was driving on a newly 
paved road. The sailing was smooth 

Victorious joy 
By Rocky Churchwell 

Focal passage - John 16:16-33 
Why do we always make New 

Years resolutions this time of year? 
I for one have a hard t ime with the 
whole concept. In the past , I exam
ined my life making promises to eat 
healthier, exercise more, and live 
better t:han I did the year before. 
Then about a week later, I would 
slip back into old lifestyles and re
turn to old ways. Like most people, 
I never really expected to keep my 
resolutions anyway. 

The real problem with New 
Year's resolutions is that they are 
often promises that make liars out 
ofus. · 

Jesus made several promises to 
- the disciples. Unlike our New Years 

resolutions, the promises of J esus 
proved trustworthy and true. This 
week's lesson deals with some 
promises that Jesus made to His 
disciples on the way to the cross 
that truly made a difference in 
their lives and in ours as well. 

Mter Jesus spoke to His disci
ples about the Holy Spirit, He said, 
"A little while, and ye shall not see 
me: and again, a little while, and ye 
shall see me." The disciples did not 
understand what Jesus was saying, 
an-d a s usual began to discu$S it 
among themselves. Jesus knew 
their hearts and went on to explain 
Himself further. It needs to be not
ed here that scholars are not even 
together on what Jesus meant by 

His statement to the disciples. 
Some believe that Jesus was talk
ing about how He would die, and 
return during the time immediately 
after the resurrection. Others main
tain that He was referring to Pente
cost when the Holy Spirit would 
come. Still, a third group argues 
that J esu s was referring to His 
eventual return for His own at the 
end of the age. 

J esus made three promises that 
would comfort the disciples in the 

CHURCHWELL 

hard times ahead. 
First, He made 
them the promise 
of joy in the midst 
of sadness. Yes, Je
sus would die at 
the hands of His 
enemies. For a 
time those who 
hated Jesus would 
reJOICe because 

they thought that they had fmally 
done away with Him. The disciples 
would be sad because they saw Je
sus die. But that would just be for a 
little while because Jesus would re
turn and make His enemies out to 
be liars. The sadness of the disci
ples would be replaced with joy. 

Second, Jesus promised that the 
disciples would be able to pray in 
the midst of dryness. Yes, Jesus 
woul i be gone, and the disciples 
would not be able to ask Him any
thing else. But at that time, they 
would be able to pray in His name, 
and because they had loved J esus, 

Sunday S~hool Lesson 
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with no major bumps. All of a sud
den , there was a pothole. Without 
notice, my car jolted and all kinds 
of pr oblems ensued. The newness 
lulled me into 
thinking that all 
was okay, but it 
was not. 

Satan has a way 
of making some
thing seem appro
priate. Spiritual 
sensors need to be 
constantly activat-
ed to k eep God's BOYD · 
people a l ert. H e 
gives us the ability to discern the 
potholes. 

Lastly, we can be sure God will 
provide an A VENUE through the 
temptation. I Corinthians 10:13 
says that "he (God) will provide a 
way out." The Lord will not allow 
anything in our l ives without a 
pl~n for us to prevail. The secret is 
to simply look to Him and follow 
Him. J esus says, "I am the way (av
enue)" (John 14:6). Walking with 
Jesus provides protection and direc
tion. Like little children in an 
amusement park, we must · stay 
near our Father. He will deliver. 
When it is time to go home, we are 
safe and secure . And that is a 
promise! 0- Boyd is pastor of Wal
lace Memorial Baptist Church, 
Knoxville. 

Sunday SchcoJ Lesson 
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God loved them and would give 
them anything they prayed for. Je
sus would not have to pray for them 
as He did in the next section (chap
ter 17:1-26), because their prayers 
would have power and real under
standing. Jesus paid the price on 
the cross so that we would need no 
other priest or mediator. We can 
come before God because of th e 
shed blood of Jesus Christ and talk 
to Him personally. 

Finally, J esus promised the dis
ciples that there would be under
standing in the midst of confusion. 
For a while after his death the dis
ciples would be scattered and 
scared. It would seem from all ap
pearances that J esus had failed in 
His mission. But in dying, Jesus 
bad done what H e was sent to do. 
J esus said that. H e "came from 
God," and now He was leaving the 
world, to go back to God (v. 28 ). 
What would seem appalling to the 
disciples at first would give way to 
understanding later. The horror of 
J esus' death would eventually bring 
victory, peace, and joy. Because of 
what J esus did, we do not have to 
live in sorrow as the world does. We 
can live in joy. ':J - Churchwell is 
pasto r of First Baptist Church , 
Jamestown. 
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+ John "Bill" Wolfe, 53, 
director of missions in Moul
ton, Ala., died Dec. 8. He was a 
former pastor of Mack's Grove 
Baptist Church, Dresden. 

+ Henry Davis, 88, retired 
minister who served as pastor 
of churches in Weakley County 
Baptist Association died Dec. 
7. The association is based in 
Dresden. 

+ First Baptist Church, _ 
Canaan, has called Richard 
Stafford of Cumberland City 
as pastor. 

+ First 

POWELL 

Baptist Church , 
Linden, has 
called Bryan 
Powell as 
pastor, effec
tive J a n. 12. 
Powell is min
ist er of youth 
and activities 
of a church in 
Paducah, Ky. , 

where he has served for nine 
years. 

+ Laurel Grove Baptist 
Church , Briceville, has called 
Kris Bailey as pastor. 

+ Roberts lvey, a minister 
at Corners tone Baptist 
Church, has been called as 
minister of youth, Royce Bap
tist Church, Oak Ridge. 

+ Ma_rk Foster, music di
rector, Unaka Avenue Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, for sev-

en years has resigned to enter 
another area of music min
istry. 

+ Gary Morgan, pastor, 
Edgefield Baptist Church , 
Nashville , has resigned to 
plant a church in cooperation 
with the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. He served the 
church for about a year. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, has called Robin 
Russell Shell as minister to 
preschool/children. Shell is a 
member of First Church, 
Knoxville. 

+ Louis Rideout retired 
as pastor of Lincoln Heights 
Baptist Church, Tullahoma, 
Dec. 31. He served the church 
for nine years. During his min
istry of 48 years he was a voca
tional evangelist for 10 years 
and pastored churches for 38 
years in Kentucky, Ohio, and 
Tennessee. Rideout earned his 
doctor qf theology this past 
year. He is living in Franklin 
and is available for part-time 
ministry work and can be con
tacted at (615) 771-9740. 

+ Mt. View Baptist Church, 
Antioch, called Dalton B. 
McKellip Jr., as pastor effec
tive Jan. 5. He was pastor of a 
church in Bainbridge, Ga. 
McKellip is a native of Cleve
land and is a graduate of the 
Boyce Bible College of South
ern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Louisville, Ky. 

+ Calvary Baptist Church, 
Memphis, called Kevin Par
sons as pastor, effective Nov. 
1. He formerly was children's 
director of Georgian Hills Bap-

MEMBERS OF the building committee of Oa~ Grove Baptist 
Church, Mt. Carmel, pause during the recent dedication of its 
Family Life Center. They are, from left, front row, Jerry Tate, Car
ol Wellman, Jerry Byerley; standing, Larry Kerns, pannie Moody, 
and Ray Hurd. The center includes a full-size gymnasium which 
also will be used for a fellowship hall, nursery area, classrooms 
offices, and ki~chen. The center already is the site of Upward 
Basketball, whtch uses the sport to reach children and youth for 
the gospel. . 

ATTENDING the retirement reception of Nathan Hale, fourth from left, pastor, /mmanue_fBapti~ 
Church, Murfreesboro, Dec. 29 are, from left, Jack Wood, pastor, Scenic Drive Baptisi ciiurc/ " 
Smyrna; Archie King of Murfreesboro, retired from the Tennessee Baptist Convention staff; Williar 
Fox, retired pastor of Murfreesboro ; James Davis, pastor, Woodbury Road Baptist Churcl 
Murfreesboro; Carl Scarlett, pastor, Miracle Baptist Church, LaVergne; Donald Owens, pastor, Dr 
Creek Baptist Church, Dowelltown; Terry Cathey, pastor, Bartons ·Creek Baptist Church, Lebanor 
and Tom Madden, retired executive director, TBC. Hale's ministry, which spanned 40 years, incluo 
ed serving about eight churches in Middle Tennessee as full-time pastor. 

tist Church, Memphis, not pas
tor as reported in the Dec. 4 is
sue. 

+ Dennis Cagle, director 
of missions, Grainger Baptist 
Association, ,based in Rutledge, 
has been called as pastor of a 
church in Missouri. He served 
the association for three years. 

+ Mick G. Garner, a na
tive of Jackson, earned a bach
elor of arts degree in theology 
with magna cum laude honors 
from the Baptist College of 
Florida, Graceville, Dec. 13. He 
is a 1973 graduate of Bruceton 
High School, Bruceton. 

+ Carolyn Tribble, minis
ter to children, First Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, relired re
cently after serving 17 years 
on the church staff. She was 
honored by the church Dec. 15. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, will celebrate its 
160th anniversary with several 
events. On Jan. 19 A. Douglas 
Watterson, former pastor, and 
Nick Foster, former minister of 
youth, will speak. ·on March 
30 Michael Card, composer, 
recording artist and author, 
will be featured along with 
Jesse Fletcher, for~er pastor. 
An exhibit of memorabilia will 
be available in March. A fme 
arts series will begin Jan. 19 
and continue Sunday evenings 
through March 23. It will in
clude a· March 2 music presen
tation led by Carl Perry, for
mer minister of music. For 
more information, call the 
church at (865) 546-9661. 

+ Alpha Baptist Church, 
Morristown, is . the _ site of an 
extension center of the James 
P. Boyce College of the Bible of 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. The 
center offers a bachelor of sci
ence in biblical studies. Class
es begin Jan. 27 and include 
Introduction to Christian 
Ethics taught by John 
Pinkston; Church History II 

taught by Tom James, pastor, 
Alpha Church; Baptist History 
taught by Steve Holt; and In
terpreting Genesis by Larry 
Walker. For more information, 
contact James at (423) 581-
3237. 

+ Broadway Baptist 
Church, Maryville, is the 
site of an extension center of 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. It of
fers a master of divinity. Class
es begin Jan. 27 and include 
Introduction to Christian Phi
losophy, Survey· of Christian 
Ethics, and The Ministry of 
Leadership. For more informa
tion, contact Dean Denton, 
center director, at bddenton@
chartertn.net or (865) 983-
5114. . 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, pfans to send a 
missions group overseas each 
month beginning in 2004. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Jackson, presented its 25th 
Living Christmas Tree in De-
cember. · 

+ Central Baptist 
Church, Fountain City, 
Knoxville, will be the first 
church sponsor of a Habitat for 
Humanity house for a tornado 
victim in Morgan County. 

+ Kensington Baptist 
Church, Memphis, recently 
donated a bus to Evang~lism 
Missions Incorporated based in 
Alabama to be used in 
Nicaragua. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Adamsville, will add an 8:15 
a.m. Sunday worship service to 
its schedule Jan. 19. 

+ The First Family Child
care and Preschool of First 
Baptist Church, Lawrence
burg, earned the highest rat
ing given by the state of Ten
nessee. Bettie Ann Hunter is 
the director. 

+ Blessed Hope Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, is build
ing a Family Life Center ari.d 
needs volunteers to help. For 
more information, call the 
church at (423) 239-6773. 

Church addresses 
past disunity 
with covenant 
For Baptist and Reflector 

MARTIN - Members of 
Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, Martin, recently 
addressed their past mis
takes by making a commit
ment to a Peace Covenant. 
Members also reaffirmed 
the church's Church 
rCovenant as part of a 
Church Covenant Sunday. 

According to David Free
man, pastor, "Pleasant Hill, 
like so many other church
es, has seen its share of 
conflict and disunity. This 
was an opportunity for our 
church to rededicate 
ourselves to the biblical 
standards of Christian be
havior, whether we are in 
perfect agreement or not." 

Freeman said he is par
ticularly grateful for the 
leadership of the church's 
deacons who drafted the 1 

Peace Covenant on church 
unity. 

"These nine men have 
set a great example for this 
church. By covenanting to
gether to be peacemakers, 
they have sent a strong 
message to the church fam
ily that unity can be 
achieved and maintained 
when there is a commit
ment to live according to 
biblical principles." 

Freeman believes this 
day was an important step 
for Pleasant Hill. 

"We needed to do some
thing positive that honestly 
addressed the mistakes of 
the past, while at the same 
time s~tting a new tone for 
the future." 

The Church Covenant is 
a 19th century statement 
on a member's responsibili
ty to support the church's 
ministry and fellowship. 

The ceremony included 
church leaders signing the 
Peace Covenant. 0 


