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At State Evangelism Conference 0 

. Tennesseans challenged to 1 add to the church1 

By Lonnie Wilkey & Connie Davis the Union presi-
Baptist and Reflector dent noted. 

NASHVILLE - Several 
hundred Tennessee Baptists 
were challenged to increase 
members of the family of God 
during the State Evangelism 
Conference held Jan. 27-28 at 
Judson. Baptist Church here. 

Eleven speakers focused on 
the conference theme, "And the 
Lord added to the church," tak
en from Acts 2:47. 

Theme interpretation 
Union University President 

David Docke.ry set the stage 
for the conference with a series 
of theme interpretations. 

In t~e Monday afternoon 
session, Dockery outlined five 

_ marks of a healthy church as 
described in Acts 2. 

First, a healthy church is 
grounded in the gospel, Dock
ery said. 

Second, a healthy church is 
eager to receive instruction, 

Third , Dock
ery said, a 
healthy church 
is related to each 
other in love. 

Fourth, he 
continued, a 
healthy church 
is focused on God 
in worship. 

And, finally, a 
healthy church 
is a growing, dy
namic church, 
Dockery 
stressed. 

He observed 
that God does 

HELPING RICK WHITE, left, illustrate a point on being yoked to Christ at· the State 
Evangelism Conferenc£9 were David Dockery, center, Union University president, 
and Walter Crouch, vice president for church relatiqns at Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City. o 

not add people to his church 
witho~t saving them first. 

"Salvation and church mem
bership belong together," 
Dockery said. 

In another session, Dockery 
observed that sometimes the 
church today is not obvious 

and inte ntional about pro
claiming the gospel. 

Using Romans 1:1-5, 15-17 
as his text, he cited some basic 
truths of the gospel. 

''The gospel is not invented 
or creeded by the church. It is 
the gospel of God and is 

grounded in God," Dockery 
said. 

He also observed that the 
gospel is authenticated by 
Scripture. 

The gospel also is focused on 
Jesus Christ, Dockery said. 
-See Tennesseans, page 6 

Racial barriers in state churches beginning to c'rac 
nie Wilkey 
and Reflector 

ENTWOOD - Thirty years ago 
would have dared dreamed that 

!WJ[laJlt'!~ Anglo Southern Baptist 
~~u~•o in the South would have 

as many Tennessee Baptist and 
;.rAl"ft Baptist churches across the 

plan to observe Race Relations 

Sunday on Feb. 9, it's worth noting that 
ever so slightly that far-fetched dream 
is becoming a reality in Tennessee, a 
state known for the birthplace of the 
Ku Klux Klan (Pulaski) and the site of 
the assassination of Martin Luther 
King Jr. (Memphis). 

Overview 
lh recent months two Anglo congre

gations in changing Memphis commu
nities - Tchulahoma Baptist Church 

VIHG AS pastors of primarily Anglo congregations in the state are, from left, Vic
fyles. Tchulahoma Baptist Church, Memphis; Demetric Felton, Scenic Hills Bap
~. Memphis; and Rod Glatt, Cornerstone Baptist Church, McMinnville. Glatt, 
•nsae Baptist Convention black church extension specialist, is interim pastor. 

and Scenic Hills Baptist Church -
have gone against the norm and called 
African American pastors. 

In McMinnville, Cornerstone Baptist 
Church, a:n Anglo congregation, has 
called a black interim pastor. 

In the South there is a mindset that 
black pastors cannot minister at Anglo 
congregations, observed Danny Sinque
field, pastor of Faith Baptist Church, 
Bartlett, who was instrumental in lead
ing Scenic Hills to their new pastor, 
Demetric Felton. 

"God is showing us it can happen," 
Sinquefield affirmed. 

The Bartlett pastor acknowledged 
that Memphis is still "a hotbed of racial 
tension. I am grateful that God's people 
can step up and sing a differ~nt song," 
Sinquefield said. 

·Clayton Cloer, minister of missions 
at Kirby Woods Baptist Church in 
Memphis, agreed. 

"Memphis is one of the most racially 
tense cities in America and in the 
world," Cloer observed, adding that 
"race is an obsession in the city." 

Yet,. he continued, "I think there is a 
movement among conservative church
es to become more unified." 

He noted that Kirby Woods not only 
sponsors Tchulahoma Church, but also 

is a secondary sponsor (along with 
Bellevue Baptist in Cordova) of a new 
Mrican American church and is a fi
nancial sponsor of a mission of Monu
ment of Love Baptist Church in Mem
phis. The church also is mentoring a 
large black church in nearby 
Southaven,_Miss., Cloer added. 

"By and large our people at Kirby 
Woods are color blind. That's e,xciting 
to us," Cloer said. 

Jere Phi11ips, director of church rela
tions and practical missions at Mid
America Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Germantown, also agreed that in the 
community at large "there is still quite 
a bit of tension. 

"But among the churches, a lot of 
progress has been made," Phillips said. 

"It may not be as much as needs to 
be or is going to be, but it's much better 
than it was 15 years ago," he observed. 

Phillips added that it is common to 
see people of differ ent races in Anglo 
churches in Memphis. 

"There's more openness now. I don't 
think you would find a ny Sout hern 
Baptist church in Shelby Baptist Asso
ciation that would turn down a n 
Mrican American family who would 
want to join," he said. 
-See Racial, page 3 
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Ameri1a mo11rns 
loss of astronauts 
Baptist Press 

DALLAS - Seven astronauts 
aboard ·the Space Shuttle Co
lumbia were killed Feb. 1 as the 
spacecraft blew apart above 
Texas re-entering the atmos
phere at approximately 9 a .m. 
Eastern time -just 16 minutes 
from its scheduled landing in 
Florida. 

The U.S. flag at the Kennedy 
Space Center was lowered to 
half-staff soon after the disaster, 
which took place abo1,1t 200,000 
feet above the north-Texas area . 
encompassing Dallas and Fort 
Worth. Debris was seen plung
ing through the skies before 
falling throughout the region, 
reaching to within 150 miles of 
Houston. 

Shannon Lucid, a NASA bio
chemist who logged more time in 
space than any American in his
tory, told Baptist Press Feb. 1 
that because she is a NASA em
ployee she is not permitted to 
speak about the shuttle tragedy, 
but she said that astronaut Rick 
Husband, the shuttle comman
der, was "a strong, committed 
Christian" and "attended Grace 
[Community] Church off High
way 3" in Houston.· 

Three-time shuttle astronaut 
• David Leestma told his pastor, 

David B. Fannin of Nassau Bay 
Baptist Church, ·that paylo~d 
specialist Mike Anderson, like 
Husband, was a believer and a 
member of the Grace Communi
ty. 

"He [Leestma] has shared 
with me before that there are a 
number of Christians among the 
astronaut corps," Fannin told 
Baptist Press. Leestma, who 
now is based at the Johnson 
Space Center, had reflected with 
his pastor on the danger he ac
cepted every time he flew on a 
space shuttle, in 1992, 1989 and 
1984. "He feels it was what God 
wanted him to do," Fannin said, 
of how Leestma dealt with the 
anxiety faced by astronauts and 
their families. 

"The NASA community is 
very much a family,'' the pastor 
said, "and any loss like this is 
akin to the loss of a family mem
ber. It impacts everybody." 

Also aboard the spacecraft 
was Israeli's first-ever astro
naut, Ilan Ramon. 

Columbia, on its 28th flight, 
was the oldest of NASA's four
shu~tle fleet, having first flown 
in 1981, but the spacecraft re
cently had been refurbished with 
state-of-the-art equipment. In 
all, NASA's space shuttle pro
gram has recorded 113 flights in 
its 22-year history; un~l Feb. 1, 
the only catastrophe had been 
the 1986 Challenger launch in 
which seven astronauts were 
killed. 

NASA reported that the shut
tle was en route to the Kennedy 
Space Center for a landing when 
it lost contact with the crew. The 
shuttle was traveling at an esti
mated 12,500 mph at the time of 
the disaster. 

rt at ion a I I s ate- n ews 

Tennessee D.R. teams assist ice storm 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Two Ten
nessee Baptist Disaster Relief 
Chain Saw Teams worked this 
month in North Caroij.l.la to 
help victims of the DecembeY 
2002 ice storm, according to 
Lloyd Blackwell, $tate Disaster 
Relief cooFdinator. 

Tennessee Team 1, an eight
member chain saw team from 
Ttlseuluni Hills Baptist Church, 
Nashville,_ worked Jan. 22-25 
naar Thoma.sviU~ and · High
pOint, N.C. They were Housed 
at Trinity Bap.tist Church, 
'l'}!omasvill~. Ma~ing J};..P the 
te2ur1 were blue e:ap Ed Smith, 

The crew was concluding a 
16-day science-oriented mission 
that observers have been calling 

·pict~re-perfect, beginning with 
its launch at the Kennedy Space 
Center into a clear blue sky. 

NASA faces crucial decisions 
in the days ahead because three 
astronauts currently are aboard 
the International Space Station 
and will need to return via shut
tle. 
. Jack Graham, president of 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, told Baptist Pr~ss, "First of 
all, ·our love and sympathy go 
out to the families of the shuttle 
aircraft crew and the NASA 
community. I lived ,in Florida 
and from the Challenger disas
ter I know that an incident like 
this has an enormous impact on 
the whole NASA family. 

"Once again, we are reminded 
just how fragile life is," said Gra
ham, pastor of the Dallas-area 
Pres tonwood Baptist Church. 
"At a time when America is fac
ing war with Iraq, as a nation 
we should be on our face before 
God asking His hand to be upon 
our president who serves as 
commander-in-chief. Now he is 
tasked als0 to be comforter-in
chief. It is important that we 
pray for him, other leaders, our 
military memb~rs, and NASA. 

"I call upon Southern Bap
"tists everywhere at this time es: 
peeially to be in much prayer 
and to share the love and grace 
and comfort of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ." 0 

Baptists provide 
(are following 
plant explosi~n 
Baptist Press 

KINSTON, N.C. - Baptist 
Disaster Relief crews arrived 
within hours and worked 
through the night to provide 
food and comfort in the after
math of an explosion that rocked 
the West Pharmaceutical Ser
vices plant here on Jan. 29. 

The explosion at about 1:30 
p.m. and resulting fires that 
burned into the night killed at 
least three workers and injured 
scores of others. 

Harold Burton, pastor of Im
manuel Baptist Church, said the 

Alton Brown, Bill Slagle, 
Arnold Powell, Herb Nelson, 
Charles McClain, Bruce Amoa, 
and Gerald Richmond. 

"We assisted several mem
bers of the North Carolina Bap
tist Men's Disaster Relief Unit 
along with a five-member Chris
tian Reformed Church Disaster 
Response Services team on four 
properties where we did 
cleanup," said Smith~ "This in.
cluded. chain saw work and tree 
and limb removal using a chip
per machine," he added. 

As the 'fuscuhim Hills 
Church team <:oncluded a work 
assig,tJ.Ip.ent, each member of 
the wClrk crew sign~d a Bible, 

blast "rocked the church." Bur
ton ran outside, thinking a jet 
plane had crashed at the adja
cent airport. Seeing the cloud of 
smoke, he headed for the air
port, only to realize that the 
pharmaceutical plant had blown 
up. 

"People were coming out of 
the building who had ·been 
burned, and some were already 
on the ground," he said .. Burton 
knelt and prayed with several of 
the injured. 

Helicopters and ambulances 
began to arrive within minutes, 
Burton said, and rescue workers 
determined that a staging ar~a 
was needed for all the family 
members and others trying to 
reach the plant or gain informa
tion. Burton volunteered Im
manuel's facilities, less than a 
mile away, and soon there were 
nearly 500 people at the church. 

Burton contacted North Car
olina Baptist Men' s director 
Richard Brunson at the Baptist 
State Convention (BSC) offices 
in Cary, and Disaster Relief 
units were quickly dispatched. 

Feeding crews set up shop in 
Immanuel's church kitchen and 
began preparing meals for fami
lies gathered at the church and 
for fire and rescue workers. 
More than 300 meals were pre
pared the first day, most of them 
trucked to workers at the site. A 
local pizza franchise donated 85 
pizzas, which volunteers distrib
uted largely to crews providing 
news coverage of the event. 

Feeding crews prepared 
about 150 meals for breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner on Jan. 30 
and were expected to provide 
food services to fire and .rescue 
personnel through the weekend. 

David Leary, director .of mis
sions f~r the Neuse Baptist As
sociation, also arrived on the 
scene quickly and helped coordi
nate counseling services for em
ployees and family members, 
many of whom were in shock. 
Leary said some relieved family 
members hugged survivors who 
were brought to the church in 
buses from the scene. 

"It was a real emotional 
thing," Leary said. He was near
by when one family was told of a 
relative's death. ':We were trying 
to minister to their needs," he 
said. 0 

which was presented ' 
homeowner, who they J: 
with. 

The N.C. Baptist M8D 
aster Unit provided foo 
shower senices for the te1 

Tennessee Team 2, E 

member chain saw tean 
First Baptist Church of 
worked Jan. 29- Feb. 1 1 

Thomasville. Making u 
te~ro were KeJt.-~on 
Lowe, Eugene-.:Smitson 
Purkey, and tea~.l!l~det 
S. k -r, lS . - ~--

For information on tbi 
istry, contact Blackwell 
S'()Q-558-2090 ext. 7927 
Marcia Knox 

Ameri1ans 11to, 
religious book 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON - N 
quarter of American read• 
veyed said they are "very 
to read religion and th 
books, a Gallup Poll has fl 

Twenty-four percent of 
can adults who read at le 
book in th~~ past year sa 
would choose religious litE 

That fi~e was simil~ 
25" .percent who said thej 
choose thriller or suspen .... , 
els. The top draw for 
was biographies or book 
history, with 30 percent 
_they wej;e very likely to 
that category. 

Readers who attend cht 
more likely to pick up a l 
lated to faith, researchers f 

Forty-four percent of 
church attenders s~id th 
very likely to read rei 
books, compared to 17 pe 
those who attend "nearlj 
ly" and 8 percent of tho 
never attend church. 0 

, Graham still 
1most admi 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON- Po 
Paul II and the Rev. Bif 
ham continued to be cited 
the top 10 most admired 
the Gallup Organization' 
al survey, with President 
W. Bush cited again at tl 
top of the list. 

The CNN/U$A Today 
Poll taken in mid-Dec 
found that 28 percent of 
cans called the preside 
most admired man in 20C 
mer president Jimmy 1 

was second with 9 percent 
The pope was tied for 

on the 2002 list, (with 
president Bill Clinton) 
percent of those polled m 
ing him. Graham was cite 
percent of those polled, 
him a ranking of sixth on t 

Graham has now ,bee1 
45 times on the top 10 lie· 
than anyone else since 1 

first asked the "most ad 
questions in 1948. 0 
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·TIC Executive Board staff 
RA, Cltallengers 
leaders to meet ommiHees approve position revisions 
For Baptist and Reflector evangelism including the planting of leaders. This position replaces the posi

new churches. A search committee was tion pre'Viou.sly held by Jerry Chapman 
.n..~.:~!',rmtlrrn,nn - Four positions on appointed to search for the candidate. before his untimely death. 

Servant Family staff of the Ex- Applications are being received for this The position currently held by Archer 
BRENTWOOD - Three brain

stonning sessions will be held across 
the state in February for Royal Am
bassader and Challenger leadership. 
The· meet:ings will be led by Gene 
Williams, Men's Ministry specialist 
o£th~rTennessee Baptist Convention, 
and Tim. Bearden, leader, TBC Mis
sions Awareness and Mobilization 
Group. 

Board of the Tennessee Baptist posi~iop through Feb. 28.· ·Thorpe ·also was revised by the Church 
em1on were revised during Exeeu- T4e C.onvention Ministries· Commit- Programs Committee to coordinate with 

Board committee meetings in Janu.,. . lee als<? revised the existing Ev:;mgelism. the Emerging L~aders position. Thorpe 
· . · Specialist's positi0n to that qf Evange- will continue the majority of his existing 

· Conveptio:n. Ministries C<~n:nmit-· · tislll"' St:rategist. This revised position areas of work but will focus more on the 
annr4i>VE~a two re'vised pQsiti0n de- wil'l focus on the development and im- mature leaders found on ·church staffs. 

1"""~ .... ~ ... in anticipation of the forth- . plementatioti of church ~nd association- - · These revised positions will not in
ng emphasis on evangelism in the al strat~gies for evangelism customized crease the number of positions on the 

· to the unique culture and context of in- staff of .the Executive Board. The staff ' The sessions will be held to dis
cuss way-s to help Tennessee Baptist 
churches provide missions education 
to young men through RAs .and Chal
lengers. 

• 
Church Programs Committee ap- dividual Te_nnessee churches. 'Qsing ~e- - has actually dropped in number over re-
chmiges .in position descriptions mographic and ·socio-economic _data·, to- cent years with eight positions eliminat-

11.._.,,, .... 6 church staff leadership devel- gether-with a knowledge of a wide r~ge ed, all un~ed, during the current bud
ent and training. Applications are _- of evangelism models, this position will get year. . . 
being received for three of t~e re- assist churches and associations in un- All applicants for any of these posi

d positions (see ad on page 9 for derstanding the lost in their community tions must' complete an application prior 
e details). and determining the best way to reach to being considered. Anyone interested 
he Convention Ministries Gommit- those who need to know the saving roes- in applyirig or recommending someone 

S~ssion days· and loca:tions are 
Feb. 17, 'Madison-Chester Baptist 
ASsociation center, Jackson; Feb. 18, 

- Tenp:essee Baptist Convention Bap
;tist Center, Brentwood; and Feb. 20, 

<l(nox .. QQunty Baptist Association 
c~~t~r,<KnoX:ville. Each meeting will 

. ~~t?f)1:9P?< 7'~9 p.m. 

a report on planned ch~ges ·sage· of Jesus Christ. This position re- for· these positions should contact the 
.. , ........ existing Evarigel~sm/Mission . places the position held· by Larry Office of Human Resources, P .O. Box . 

tegies Group that will shift all of RobertSon who resigned last year to J.?e- 728, Brentwood, T~ 37024, (~15) 371-
I~:ISSlOits. fu:netions to another group, __ cen;~.e pastor of Hilldale Baptist Church, 2013, or request an application .on the 
1'~ ,,..,, ,., one g~OU.P aedieated S0lely to Clarksville. ' . Internet at www.tnbaptist.org/as/bu- ~. ;:;ffl~P,~e~&,wh.9 cannnot attend the 

'~~~lf~(ar~ a.sked to:-send written · 
·~~.&~~~ntis >.~:q.d' suggestions to Ti:m 
·.:Bea,fi::fen. at the TBC P .O. Box 728 

~~~e.l!ll::iW efforts in Tennessee. 'fhe· e~:ur.ch Program~!> Committee ap- manresources.htm. 
~..:~if"1MT Kirk, who has served as group proved a ·position e,ntitled Emerging _ TBC Executive Director James Porch 

for E¥a:ngeJl!i.sm/Missions' Strate- · Leaders/Small Church Specialist. This affirmed tne ·committees' actions, noting 
has announced his ililtention to re- position will .focus on leadership devel- that the changes will continue to assist 

2004 and suggested that his · sue- - opm·e~.t strategies geared towards the the ·One Servant Family staff in seeking 
be brought in at the beginning of emerging staff leaders and sma~l church to respond to local church and' associa

new group structure. The group · staff leaders. As part of the LeaderFocus tion needs and enhance "our direct ener- ~ 

• "<'·'·' 'w~ :: ;. -~_.", ~-· ) 1 

. Brentwood) TN 37024-0728. 

position was adj~sted to focus Team, this position will function to in- gies toward helping Tennessee Baptist 
eader's energy ~nd efforts solely on crease the effectiveness of church staff -church~s experience greater health." 0 

'>'Fot more information, call 1-8P0-
558::C2-090 ext. 2025 or email Carol 
D_Avidson at cdavidson@tnbap
tist.org. 0 • 

cial b·arriers. in state churches beginning to . ••• 
t.run•nued from page 1 

MeMinnville, TBC black 
extension specialist Rod 

t, admittecl he first was· 
ant;ly: surprised that a ru.r

IJ:[eJn.nE~SSE~e oh"~Weh ·w<mld con
I" a black in.terim pasto'L' 
n the~ asked him if }),e. 

be willi.ng to serve in that 
. "It speaks to the work of. 
indwelling Holy Spirit on 
hearts of God's people ," 
said. 

:;{.ot~rer Stacy, director of ~is
for Central Baptist Associ
where Cornerstone. is lo
, was not that surprised 

~w;e he perceives race· as not 
an issue in the city. 
appears to be CiJUite a bit 

ppe:nness," Stacy said, adding 
"' do not see racial tension 

our people here." . 
iNt.'A"-u ·said the associta tian 

< 

twa black comgregations and 
t during simultaneous re

both Anglo and black pas
s share each other's pulpits. 
In fact, Stacy said, one of the 
uches, Brown's Chapel, at 
~time had an Anglo pastor. 
"The people here are very 
~ased to have Rod as their 
3tor. It is not an issue that he 
llack,• Stacy observed. 

At Tchulahoma 
When Victor Myles became 
stor at Tchulahoma Baptist 
o years ago, it was primarily 
1glo., he said. As they have 
ached the community it is Dow 
?ut 50-50 Anglo and black, he 
ui In addition, Myles noted, 
e ~ureh also has begun a His
llllc. congregation. 
lle Observed that if a church 
~U.S about reaching the 

black community -it has to r e
flect it~. "You have to have a 
black person on staff," he said. 

Myles said the eolor of his. 
skin wa:s not a problem wh~n he 
became pastor. ~either i~ nic~ a 
problem for hi:,.:n. , 

"My vision 'is· to reach 'our 
Jerusalem' where we are. Our 
population Js ·white,~black, and 
Hispanic. That's who we . are 
reachihg," he said. 

What's .rriore, he added, ''We · 

primarily African Ameri~an in 
recent years. . .. 

The primary options were to. 
merge with another church, r~
vert to J.llission· status, close, or 
relocate, Sinquefield said. . . 

He then-thought of another 
option - a .black pastor who 
might help the church reach its 
community. . 

Sinquefield knew of Felton, a 
student at Mid-America. He r~c
ommended the church consider 

' L_i.ke Myles, Felton has been "They are being used of the 
accepted by his congregation for Lord to send a signal to the 
who he i s. He noted that two · Christian community in Shelby 
members of the pastor's search - County that yes we can worship 
committee had intendeq to vote together and yes we do have 
'no, but changed their. minds. something in common and no, 

-"Once . a person sees your we won't let stereotypes, myths, 
heart, they become color blind," and prejudices hi?der our unit-
Sinquefield observed. ing together in Cb~st." . 

Felton who is sponsored -by· CQrnerstone t.ntenm· 
Faith and Germantown Baptist . At Corners tone, Rod Glatt 
in Germ~ntown noted lie had to bas seen an openness among the ' . 

overcome some stereotypes in leadership there to talk about 
the beginning. the needs of the congregation 
· F e 1 · t o n and to discuss the church's vi

don't consider 
ourselves a black 
ch~rch or a 
white church .. 
We're a Baptist 
church. Every
one is_welcomed 
and ~veryene is 
involved." 

' We don't consider ourselves a black church 

or a white church. We'r~ a _Baptist church. 

Everyone is welcomed and everyone is in- . 

laughed that sion with him. 
the church "Cornerstone is going through 
"was afraid" he a uniqu-e transition. They not 
would be long- only have dared to do the un
winded because tl)_ipkable, but they ate doing it 
black preachers in such a way that dispels myths 
have a reputa- and stereotypes and looks to
tion for sp~a~- ward reaching the lost people in 

~_v_o_lv_e_d_. ___ V_ic_t_o_r~·M~y_le_s~------------- ·~ 
My1e:s ao-

knowle&g-e.d he made changes 
g:radll-~o/'. -''My-first year there I 
just loved the people~ The sec
oncl year I began making grad
ual changes.'' 

· Myles noted that breaking 
racial b~ers in Southern Bap
tist churcnes speaks volumes. 
· He said, he did not ha,ve a 

problem stepping out as long as 
he had God's power. 

"It's not about ine. It's all 
·about Him." 

Scenic Hills pastor 
How Demetric Felton became 

pastor at Scenic Hills is a story 
in itself. 

Danny · Sinquefield recalled 
that a study group from Scenic 
Hills want.e<!l to meet with him 
and discuss their opti0ns about 
the church which was located in 
Frays~r, a community that has 
gone from primarily Anglo to 

him. Felton .. went and preached ing.a long time. "I had .them out the community," Glatt said. 
one Sunday and the "congrega- at 12 p.m.," he said. "It goes to show that there is 
tion fell in love with him/" Sin- And he has faced questions -not a black gospel or a white 

from his own race. Blacks have gospel , but the gospel ," h e quefield said. 
F elton noted that on that asked what he was doing there added. 

· h d An 1 and to "don' t forget who you Glatt, who has been interim Sunday h e preac e an g o . 
d d th · 1 are," Felton said. pastor at the church since No-lady walke own e a1s e . d 

I h db . Myles noted he faced some of vember, has been well receive wanting to be saved. t a een 
h d the Same kind of attitudes. He by members of Cornerstone. a long time since anyone a · 

h related that black friends would "It was obvious that he was come for salvation at t e 
drive by the Tchulahoma church God's man~for us at this time," church, Felton said. 

"I knew God was in it with a just to see if "his name was on said Carolyn Young. 
h . d the s1'gn." "'We don't see black when we black man preac 1ng an a "W 

_white woman accepting Christ," Catalysts for the future see him," added Pat Bronk. e 
Felton said with a patel)ted Sinquefield said he is hopeful see a man of God." 

that race relations will continue Don Webster, chairman of 
gnn. · · t to 1'xnprove in Memphis. deacons at Cornerstone, also Things are contmumg o go 11 

11 I t "I th1'nk these two guys noted Glatt has been we re-well at Scenic Hi s. n recen 
weeks the church bas had both (Myles and Felton) may be cata:: ceived. "H e is an excellent 
white and black families join. lysts for other churches to do speaker) filled with the Spirit," 

t c " s~milar tl..~-·gs," he sa1'd. Webster observed. "We don't "That was the tes .1-or me, - llllJ 

Felton said. "Could I reach Glatt compared Myles and think of him as being black. Our 
white fami lies as well as black? Felton to Andrew and Peter in church is beyond that. We are 

the New Testament. all God's children." :J We have.'' 
• . . . 

• 
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Race Relations Sunday is FeiJ. 9 

Wlto is my neigltbor? aslcs SBC seminary prole 
tion, and lack of personal self- serve as one body. 

By R. Dennis Cole 

When we "integrated" ·our 
Explorer Scout troop in Day
tona Beach, Florida, in the fall 
of 1966, we did so without pub
licity, without media fanfare , 
and without opposition. It 
seemed pretty simple at the 
time: Two black friends from 
our high school wanted to _join 
us in our scouting adventures, 
and we were happy to welcome 
them to the group. We · spent 
many evening hours far out in 
the country, stargazing 
through telescopes. We went 
"swamp hopping'' through the 
Florida marshes in our canoes. 
We built a sailboat. We chal
lenged each other in every 
kind of game. We spent end
less hours talking about the 
things of ~nterest to teenage 
boys . We had known each oth
er from school and sports, and ,_ 
didn't take long for us to devel-, 

op deeper friendships based on 
our scouting experiences. 

This culturally diverse 
group of young men exhibited 
the same kinds of differences 

• and personal preferences com
mon to all people, regardless of 
ethnic, racial, and family back-· 
ground. Thankfully, the things 
that might have divided us 
were overshado'Yed by the 
things that brought us togeth
er - desire for adventure .and 
an exuberant joy in living. We 
learned t o value each other's 
unique contribution to a dis
cussion or a task. We gre·w to 
know and 'respect each other 
both as individuals and as 
valuable members of the 
group. 

Sounds like an idealistic sit
uation, doesn't it? Perhaps, but 
the story would be incomplete 
if I didn't mention that for 
some of us the unity and re
spect within th.e group yvas 
hard-won, for some had ·to 
overcome the negative racial 
attitudes taught by example in 
their homes - attitudes based 
on fear without knowledge, re
sentment without foundation, 
distrust based on misinforma-

esteem. Ghrist in the 
I recently found myself in a crucifixion was the 

situation similar to that of so Great Reconciler. 
many years ago when our "dy- True reconciliation 
ing" urban church with a between believers 
largely Caucasian congrega- will be attained 
tion began discussing a possi- only when we focus 
ble merger with our growing on our mutual rec
- and largely African-Ameri- onciliation before 
can - mission. Representa- God secured in and 
tives from both groups spent through Christ Je
many hours together, focusing sus. 
on the things we have in com- We must learn 
mon: our Christian heritage, to value each per~ 
our goals for spiritual growth son's unique con
and evangelism, and the tribution to a dis
shared elements of our wor- cussion or a t~sk. 
ship styles. In doing -so, we will 

The · happy result was the grow to know and 
changed and broadened per- respect each other 
spectives pf many individuals. both as indivi.duals 
Yes, there were occasional ten- and as v.aluable 
sions when the discussion members o( the 
turned to our differences. And, group. 
not surprisi:p.gly, resistance to Then, and only 
change was a key issue in ad- then, will the 
dressing the future of the world see our most 
church's various ministries. important defi~g 
These issues were resolved, characteristics: our 
however , when they were shared love for our God and 
bathed in prayer and discus- our d~m9n$trated love for· our · 
sion that focused on reconcilia- neighbor. 0- Cole is chairper
tion. Today., we wors.hip and s·on ofthe Division of Biblical 

Studies and professor of 
Testament and Archa'Ac~loo~ 
New Orleans-Baptist 
cal Seminary. _ -

. . .. 

Tlte case against 1sexual orientatioti1 as a protecteil cl 

gt.Jest 
(Oiumnist 

By Kevin Shrum 

Nashville has been blind
sided by a proposed ordinance 
that would add to the city's 
anti-discrimination laws the 
term "sexual· orientation" and 
change th_e already agreed upon 
term "sex" to "gender." 

To date, religious institutions 
are not exempt, although a yet 
to appear amendment exempt
ing religious and private insti
tutions has been promised by 
the ordinance's supporters. 
Such an ordinance may be on its 
way to your commu11ity. T-en
nessee. Baptists must be pre
pared with sound, logical argu
ments. How can we give a 
Christian response to this is
sue? 

A logical, cogent case against 
the ordinance that would add 
"sexual orientat!on" as a pro
tected class of persons to. 
Metro's civil rights laws has yet 
to be made apart from the often
emot ional t ir ades of its oppo
nents and ·the illogical and un
welcome visitor s from out of 
state. 

There is a case to be made 
again~t this ordinance that de
serves a hearing, jus t as the 
case for the ordinance deserves 
a hearing. These arguments are 
set forth in an effort ·to augment 
community dialogue on this is~ 
sue prior to the Council's vote 
on Feb. 18. The arguments are 

diverse, but the collective out- male and female role models we 
come is the same. ~ call mom and dad. 

The necessity for st.ating For some in the sociological 
these arguments is that those in - ·community, the fact that Katie 
the homosexual community 
have several goals, three of 
which are: (1) to equate homo
sexuality as the moral equiva,.
lent of race and the societal 
equivalent of heteros.exual mar
riage; (2) to advance a lifestyle 
that throughout hi~tory has 
been viewed as unnatural; and, · 
(3) to legitimize homosexuality 
as normal. · 

First, the moral ar.gumep.t is 
· often unconnected to any reli
gious base, but finds its moor-. 
ings in· natural philosophy. In 
brief, homosexuality is immoral 
because it is unnatural. ,The 
moral argument suggests that 
protecting a class of persons 
that is unnatural is illogical and 
does not contribute to the over
all moral quality of an orderly -

~ society. The PlOral law position 
argues that homosexuality is 
not the moral equivalent of race 
or heterosexuality. 

Secon~, the moral argument 
coincides with the argument 
made from a sociological stand
point : homosexuality does not 
contribute to societal structures 
that serve as the infrastructure 
of wholesome COID:munity, par
t icularly the soci etal unit we 
call the family. 

While the homosexual com
munity would argue that "they" 
can demonstrate what it means 
to be family, such an argument 
seems odd to the a verage 
layperson since it is in the tradi
tional family unit that children 
are conceived, birthed, and nur
tured within the context of the 

has two moms doesn't resonate 
with the historical Q.efinition of 
family. 'History proves that any 
society approving of sexually de
viant behavior usually implo.des 
-from within, i.e. see Gibbons' 
The Rise and Fall of the Roman 
~mpire. · 

_Third, the psychological ar
gument is· a rath~r conflicted 
one. To ~ate, no genetic, organ
ic, or scientific reasons have 
been set forth as the "natural 
cause" fo:r th~ homosexual pro
Clivity. The study by Dean Ham
mer published in '93 in the re
search journal Science suggest- · 
ing_ that there may be a genetic 
·cause .h~s been debunked as le
gitimate research . In other 
words, there -is rio proof that ho
mosexuals are "born that way." 

Lack of scientific proof 
throws the issue into the hands 
of the psychologist. At best, the 
psych~logist can only say that 
certain environmental factors 
may contribute to a persons' de
cision to live such a lifestyle. 

The conclusion is that homo- · 
sexuality is a pz:od.uct of nur
ture, not nature. Since nurture 
can be altered, so can behavior. 
Thus, if homosexuality results 
from nurturing ~ssues, if the fac
tors of nurture are changed, the 
behavior can be changed. This 
means that homosexuality is 
the unnatural result of inappro
priate environmental issues, not 
natural causes, a result that can 
be reversed with therapy. 

Fourth, the Constitutional 
argument is a rather powerful 

one. The United States 
Supreme Court has already 
ruled against the spirit of such 
an ordinance, i.e. the recent Boy 
Sc·out case. The Constitution 
does mak;e certain guarantees of 
natural rights that are due all 
people. These protections, how
ever, do not call for a wholesale 
affirmation of questionable 
classes of people like homosexu-
als. · 

Further, ordinances like the 
one before the Metro Council vi
olate the Constitutional litmus 
test of infringement because by 
codifyin·g homosexuality as a 
protected class of persons equal 
to persons, say, of race, in
fringes upon the rights of those 
who disagree with such a 
lifesty~e by making them inad
vertently and indirectly affirm 
said lifestyle for fear of violating 
laws based upon an errant in
terpretation of the· Constitution. 

Fifth and finally , scriptural 
and theological reasons form the 
basis of the opinion of the vast 
majority of those who oppose 
this ordinance. Theologically 
spe.aking, Genesis 1:27 speaks 
of the "image of God" best expe
rienced within the clearly de
fined categories of male and fe
male. 

Further, Scripture states 
that intimacy and the family 
pathos are to be experienced be
tween a male and a female - not 
between same sex partners. God · 
made Adam and Eve, not Adam 
and Steve-. 

Leviticus 18:22 notes the fol
lowing prohibition against ho
mosexual acts, "You shall not lie 
with a man as with a woman. It 
is an abomination." Further , Ro-

mans 1:18-32. lays out a 
argument ~gainst the -n,.,n, 
and sinful nature of .u"'JUlV''"" 
ality. There are other ~l"n 
too numerous to list that 
this line of thinking. 

Each of thes~ ar 
stands on its own merits, 
take:q. together they form 
most unbreakable and imJJ~ 
trable case against an ora~m&J 
that would provide pro 
for a class of persons that 
been (and that are) viewed 
toric~lly' morally' 
and psychologically as 
mal, errant, deviant, and 
structive. 

The homosexual coJmn1uq 
is sly in progressing their 
da. They realize that for 
one to be vieweEl as dis1criimij 
tory or anti-family offends 
reasonable people. They 
know that they must downp 
the unseemly acts of their seJ 

- al behavior because such a 
are ·disg\}stin.~ to the avert 
person. 

'Speaking in terms of eql 
rights and protections and of 
defining the family unit to 
elude homosexual marriage 
well as heterosexual ma~ 
makes such a lifes tyle se4 
more palatable and normal. 

Passage of this ordinall 
would simply be the first st.p 
a series of steps that wot 
have the citizens of N aahri 
affirming a lifestyle that iJ' 
natural, chosen, and devilll 
These are a few of the reaJC 
such an ordinance must be • 
posed. Tennessee Baptista, 
prepared! 0- Shrum is pas 
of Inglewood Baptist ChLif' 
Nashville. 

. . . - .. . . .... .. . 
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1 open leHer to Glendale Baptist Clturclt, Nasltville 

onnie Wilkey, editor 

I wan.t to be honest. In 
rly five years I have 

as editor of this publica
have dealt with som e 

. And while I have 
ed ·on how to deal with 

those, this is probably 
rdest column I have ever 
"1. 

s column is hard to pen 
1 e I'm doing something I 
"lt I would never do and 
; single out a Tennessee 
1t church by name for a 
ve action. It's also hard 
e I am an advocate of au

of the local church and 
vG\ JI.U'VU I would take a 

to task for exercising its 

' difficult to write because 
label me unkindly. So 

be it. Eventually I have to an
swer to my Lord and Savior Je
sus Christ. If somehow I "have 
missed the boat" on this issue, I 
know Jesus will judge me fairly. 
My primary concern is not hav
ing a suitable answer should Je
sus ever ask me, ''Why did you 
remain silent?" 

On the ather hand, this col
umR also is easy to write be
cause I am convinced God's 
Word is on my side . I h ave , 
prayed and sought His direction. 

So here goes. I have chosen 
to write an open letter to Glen
dale Baptist Church. 

Dear Glendale: 
I read with extreme sadness 

the front page article in The 
Tennessean on Sunday, Jan. 26. · 

In essence, the headline of 
The Tennessean, "Baptist 
church embraces lesbian mini-s
ter," is misleading. 

I would hop'e any Baptist 
church, or any Christian church 
for that matter, wauld embrace 
any homosexual who chooses to 
walk through its doors. In fact, 
if we are doing our job in reach-

ing people as Jesus commands 
us, we should be excited if ho
mosexuals choose to worship 
with us. . 

Sometimes we Baptists tend 
to think our church services 
should be just for "good folks." 
In actuality, our churches are 
filled with sinners. each week 
because we are all sinners. 

As Christians we take com
fort because we have been saved 
by .God's love, grace, and mercy. 
We didn't deserve our salvation. 
Our job is to help others find the 
free gift of salvation Jesus ex
tends to all who are willing to 
believe, repent, and accept. 

We have church, not just for 
Christians to come in once a 
week and feel pious and good, 
but so we can worship together 
and provide opportunities for 
people who need to hear the 
Word of God. At the same time, 
churches should not be so "com
fortable" that they become just 
«feel good" places. We have to 
be lovingly cqnfronted with our 
sins and taught what God's 
Word says about those sins. 

Glendale, you did more th an 
"embrace" a fellow sinner. You 
have given validity to the sin by 
making the person a member of 
the ministerial staff. 

You are following the steps of 
the world that is insistent on 
making homosexuality a "nor
mal" lifestyle. Homosexuality is 
contrary to the Word of God. No 
matter how normal it is por
trayed on television, no matter 
how positive homosexual rights 
activists spin their story, noth
ing can take away the fact it 
goes against Scripture. 

As Baptists we can and we 
do differ on the interpretation 
of some Scripture, but this 
Bible verse says it plainly, 
"Thou shalt not lie with 
mankind, as with womankind: 
It is abomination" (Leviticus 
18:22, KJV). 

I think most would agree 
that the homosexual lifestyle is 
contrary to God's divine plan for 
man and woman and for family. 

Yes, your church is au.
tonomous and is free to employ 
whomever you choose. But in 

doing so, you h ave sided with 
the world's s tandards instead of 
God's standard. I su ggest you 
take your autonomy a step fur
ther. 

Write a letter t.o t he Nash
ville Baptist Association , the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
and the Southern Baptist Con
vention and withd raw .Your 
membership. 

It is apparent that the beliefs 
of your congregation do not co
incide with those of NBA, TBC, 
and SBC churches. 

As a free and autonomous 
body, you are free to choose to 
employ a person whose sexual 
orientation is contrary to bibli
cal principles. My appeal also is 
for membership to r emember 
that with the freedom to make 
decisions comes the responsibil
ity to accept the consequences 
of those decisions. 

My prayer is you will re-ex
amine God's Word and re-eval
uate the path you have chosen. 
It's not too late to turn back . 
Our God is loving and forgiv
ing. 0 

nday School teachers and other leaders need to be trained 

By Ken Marler 

r's Note: The following is 
in a series of articles. 

scenario goes something 
: Emily comes home from 
day Gf ninth grade. She 

xcited about the ninth 
p u .u how much fun it will 

ninth grade Eng
am somewhat energized 
and begin to inquire as to 
of a sudden she is so ex

~bout English. "Dad, you 
believe it. This new Eng

~:acner is the best. He has 
told us just what we will 

ng this year. We are going 
·e so much fun. We are go
four field trips, we are go
play games everyday, we 

ting to have snacks and so
,ree days a week, we can sit 

p the bleeding 
cently I wrote a letter 
the rates of the insurance 

:iges provided by the SBC 
ity Board . I write again 
riming even more urgently 
eed for the pastors and the 
hes of our convention here 
nnessee to voice our dis
ure of the continued in
es in rates and co-pays for 
~s we receive. 
ecently received _my new in
tee cards with the new co
noted on them. I believe the 
has come to "draw the line" 
)ay to the Annuity Board, 
this bleeding." 

anywhere we want, and we will 
never have any homework. And 
guess what Dad, class is sup
posed to be 9-10 a.m. but he says 
we can be late, so we won't begin 
until 9:20. Also, and here is the 
best, we can just leave our Eng
lish book at school and he will 
keep them on a shelf for us. He 
says it is too hard to get up and 
get dressed every morning and 
have to remember to bring books. 
I am telling you Dad, this is 
great, and we are going to h.ave a 
blast. By the way Dad, our new 
English teacher never finished 
high school , and he certainly 
didn't go to college. It is going to 
be so much fun." 

Now, if this scenario did hap
pen, what would my response 
have been? I would have been in 
the principal's office the very 
next day asking all kinds of 
questions. I am sure that would 
have been your response as welL 

Guess what? We do that very 
thing in enlisting teachers for 
Bible study. "You can handle 
them," seems to be the most im
portant issue. We ask persons to 

Our churches and those of us 
who participate in the plans they 
offer will at some point not be 
able to pay these high rates. It is 
because the tithes and offerings 
to our churches from the laypeo
ple to fund the plans are deplet
ing other ministry areas of 
churches. Also, I for one will not 
be able to pick up the expanding 
co-pays eventually because there 
are othe~r areas in the family 
budget that have begun to suffer 
because of these continued out of 
line co-pays, yea1· in and year 
out. 

I want to suggest some op-
tions: 

( 1 ) Write a letter to O.S. 

serve as teachers with no train
ing whatsoever. Sometimes we 
just hand them a book and say, 
''You can do it, it's easy." 

There is a crisis of training in 
our churches today. Partly, I 
suspect because we as Baptists 
pride ourselves on doing it "our 
way." We are so independent 
that we fail to ask for or seek 
help in knowing exactly how to 
teach. We have fai led the ac
countability i ssue as well. No 
one is being held accountable to 

,/ 

be trained. If we are going to do 
this ministry called Sunday 
School we must do it right. 

So, let's train leaders! 
Every leader in your Sunday 

School needs to be a part of some 
kind of training every year. The 
leader that says, "I already know 
that," could be the least effective 
leader in the Bible Study ministry 
of the church. All leaders need 
training, not just teachers. De
partment directors, division direc
tors, class ministry group leaders, 
class outreach leaders, depart
ment outreach directors, and 
teachers need training every year. 

Hawkins at the Annuity Board 
describing your displeasure. A 
phone call would not hurt your 
case either. 

(2) Send a copy of that letter 
to our state convention represen
tative, Richard Skidmore. 

(3) Write a letter to the Ten
nessee State Department of In
surance saying that the health 
insurance rates for Tennessee 
are too high for medical cover
ages and prescriptions. Be sure 
to mention that your insurance is 
an HMO or comprehensive plan. 

(4 ) Write a letter to your state 
legislator and state senator ask
ing them to introduce bills that 
keep the health insurance com-

The .Christian growth devel
opment plan from LifeWay 
Christian Resources has a great 
strategy that allows trained 
leaders to earn a leadership 
diploma for their training ef
forts. Your church has a Christ
ian growth development cata
logue with information on earn
ing those leadership diplomas. 

Develop a plan for every 
leader to earn their diploma in 
orie year. There are four courses 
of study needed for the diploma. 
You can offer these studies in 
your church once a quarter for a 
year and your leaders have the 
opportunity to earn their diplo
ma. The first quarter you might 
offer training during discipleship 
training. The second quarter you 
might host an associational 
training event at your church. 
When you do this , you know 
more of your leaders will come 
than if you try to get them to at
tend training at another church. 
The third quarter you might 
have a Saturday morning train
ing or a Friday·night training or 
a Sunday afternoon training by 

pany rates under stricter cost 
guidelines. These representa
tives are the individuals that set 
the regulations for the depart
ment of insurance. 

The Annuity Board asks us to 
stay healthy. The stress of insur
ance rates heightens the stress 
we live under thus causing our 
medical costs to be higher. 

Let us increase our call for 
better service to reduce the 
stress by becoming proponents 
to lesser levels of rates through 
active and vocal involvement 
with the Annuity Board. 

Bill Caudle, pastor 
Berclair Baptist Ch urch 

Memphis 38122 

bringing in outside leaders to 
conduct the training. The fourth 
quarter you might ask the leader 
to study on their own. 

Give them the leadership
.. t:raining book and ask them to 

read it and get diploma credit. 
When your leaders earn their 

· diplomas have a graduation 
Sunday and present the diplo
mas to the leaders during the 
Sunday morning worship ser
vice. The next year there will be 
a new diploma to earn. See how 
many your leaders can earn . 
One diploma earned every year 
by every leader will definitely 
change your Sunday School. I 
served for several years as a pas
tor. The y ear we gave ever y 
leader the opportunity to earn 
their leadership diploma was 
our best year in terms of Sunday 
School gxowth. 

Give training the priority it 
deserves and train, train, train. 
0 - Marler is growth specialist in 
the Christian Growth Development 
Group of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. He can be reached at 
(615) 371-7934. 

Growing need 
"Combination Sandwich Gen

eration" is the term I used in my 
book R et irement: L ife's B est 
Chapter as I described the mil
lions of h ouseholds headed by 
grandparents (over 4 million). 

Many of those grandparents 
fall into t h e category of the 
"Dagwood sandwich" Kenny 
Cooper described in t he J an. 29 
issue of the Baptist and Reflec
tor. The problem is growing, an d 
church es would do well to ad
dress the problem and minister
ing solutions in the meaning. 

J ohnnie C. Godwin 
Gallatin 37066 



" 

Page 6 I 8& R I Feb. 5, 2003 ------------------------- Te nessee #ne s 

Tenn-esseans challenged to 1 add to the church1 
••• 

- Continued from page 1 
The gospel also is for all na

tions and is a gospel for the 
glory of Christ and is the pow
er of God for salvation, Dock
ery continued. 

H e en couraged ministers 
not to be ashamed of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

''We need to be bold and un
apologetic in proclaiming the 
gospel," Dockery said. 

In another session Dockery 
ask ed, "When was the la s t 
time you felt helpless, power
less?" 

DOCKERY 

H e noted 
that there are 
man y people 
today who feel 
a sen se of 
h elplessn ess, 
peopl e who 
are searching 
for the gospel. 

"The mark 
of a healthy 

church is to demonstrate love 
and fellowship," Dockery not
ed. 

He cited six characteristics 
of a church that is a picture of 
a loving fellowship. 

(1) The church is authentic. 
(2) The church is devoted to 

one another. 
(3) The church honors oth-

ers. 
(4) The church is posi,tive. 
(5) The church identifies 

with others. 
(6) The church is in harmo

ny with others. 
"Healthy churches are char

acterized by love, unity, soli
darity, a nd . fellowship," he 
said. 

In speaking on the impor
tance of worship in a church, 
Dockery refered to Acts 13. 

Worship is the "momentum 
for missions and ministry," 
said Dockery. 

It leads people to focus on 
God because "we cannot exalt 
God and self simultaneously." 

He warned against worship
ing worship or debating wor
ship styles. 

Worship should never allow 
people to be polarize d from 
each other, he said. When 
Christians focus on God, they 
will be led by Him to witness 
and He can build the church 
through them, Dockery ex
plained. 

That realization "prepares 
us for the challenges of today," 
he added. "God does it so we 
can expect great things from 
God." 

TBC pastors preach 
The conference program fea

tured several Tennessee Bap
tist pastors. 

Jeff LaBorg, pastor of 
Sharon Baptist Church, Sa
vannah, exhorted his fellow 
ministers by encouraging them 
to "Preach, preacher." He not
ed pastors today are "beaten 
down" and cited an alarming 
increase in the number of pas
tors leaving the ministry. 

Taking his message from 
Genesis 6, LaBorg related the 
story of Noah "who was com
missioned by God for a mis
sion ." Citing Noah as an exam
ple, LaBorg said, "For those of 
you who are beaten down, you 
have been commissioned by 
the highes t power we have 
ever known. 
You are a 
preacher of 
the gospel." 

LaBorg no
ticed that once 
Noah had his . . 
commiSSIOn 
from God to 
build the ark 
he immediate
ly had his crit-

La BORG 

ics who ridiculed him for build
ing a boat where there was no 
water. 

"When you go home and an
nounce you have been commis
sioned by God, you will find 
out who your critics are," the 
Savannah pastor cautioned. 

He encouraged them to be 
l ike Noah and have the 
courage to face criticism while 
doing all that God wants you 
to do. 

LaBorg challenged the min
isters present to "preach the 
inspired, infallible Word of 
God. Don't give up." 

Knoxville pastor Fred
rick Brabson of New Cove
nant Baptist Church, remind
ed conference participants of 
the need for prayer. 

He told ministers that at the 
beginning of this year he felt 
led by God to shut down his 

Bible study at 
the beginning 
of the year · 
and replace it 
with "a prayer 
meeting where 
everybody will 
pray." 

Prayer does 
BRABSON not need to be 

the exception, 
but the rule, Brabson said. 
Furthermore, he added, prayer 
"should not be so much talking 
to God as· it is listening to Him, 
desiring to hear from Him." 

Brabson noted that good 
biblical prayer relieves fear. 

In addition to having those 
who fear t4e gospel "will take 
over the world," there are also 
"fearful preachers who are not 
equipped to boldly preach the 
gospel. 

"There are some more con
cerned about upsetting the 
m-asses than they are about 
pleasing God," Brabson said. 

"Our fears can be removed if 
we but have a prayer meeting,'' 
Brabson suggested. 

Rick White, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, 
Franklin, reminded his col
le_agues they need to put some 
margin into their lives. 

While he gave several defin
itions .of m argin versu s m ar
ginless, one definition defined 

marginles·s as your family cry
ing ou t for your time while the 
phone is ringing for you to re
spond to some ministry need. 
On the other hand, margin is 
having time for your family, 
White said. 

He related a personal expe
rience of how stressed he was a 
few years ago and how he 
wanted to leave the ministry. 

White noted a person can 
tell when margin is needed 
when your strength is sapped, 
your resolve is paralyzed, and 
your vulnerability is maxi
mized. 

''You need to establish some 
God-given margins in your 
life," White said, because "we 
all h ave a limited capacity of 
emotional strength. 

"Ministry is 
far more com
plicated today 
than ever be
fore. There are 
more people 
who · need 
more of you 
and more of 
your energy. WHITE 

"You can't · 
go on forever," he .cautioned. 

White urged ministers to 
"yoke their life to Jesus" and 
walk in rhythm· and cadence 
with Him." 

Daniel Carr, a church 
planter and pastor of New 
Life Community Church, 
Antioch, ~oted that church 
planting is an effectiv~ evange
listic tool. . 

Basing his message from 
Acts 13, Carr observed that a 
church planter and a church 
plant needs a mother church 
and that a mother church 
needs a church plant. 

A mother church cannot just 
be any church, Carr suggested. 

It must be outwardly fo
cused with a passion for evan
gelism and it must be willing 
to mentor, coach, and affirm 
its church planters, Carr said. 

Mother churches need · to 
have a church plant, Carr con
tinued, because it's a natural 

CARR 

factor. Like a 
new bridge is 
to reproduce, 
churches need 
to reproduce 
other church-
e§, Carr said. 

Carr cited 
several statis
tics which in

dicate the Unit-
ed States is a 

fertile mi'ssion field. One of 
those stats noted there are 
fewer churches in the U.S. to
day per person than there 
were in 1906. 

"A healthy church repro
duces," Carr said. 

He cited the example of 
New Life' s mother church, 
Mount View Baptist Church, 
Antioch. "Our mother church 
runs around- 150 but they 
have a passion for lost peo-

ple," Carr observed. r eported. At least one time 
"In two years Mount View p eople in an ice cream s 

has doubled its impact through made professions of faith. 
their church plant in Antioch. "God wants to heal U 

"Ge t on board with God. folks. It's not the healthy 
Let>s impact God's kingdom." need the doctrine." 

Mike Boyd, pastor, Wal- Because he wants to k; 
lace Memorial Baptist where other prea·chers st 
Church, Knoxville, identified when he hears them Spt 
five lessons from the life of Roger Freeman, pas~ 
Hezekiah in II Kings 20. First Baptist Chur 

Hezekiah experienced real- Clarksville, told the _crow( 
ization, revelation, repentance, believes the BibJ.:e is the 
relief, and restoration, noted errant, infallible .W.t)l'd of 1 

Boyd. and that it is the ~'foiinda· 
Just as Hezekiah was sick of all that Baptists~<to"":" 

"our world is sick and we came . Then he spoke from II Kl 
to the realization of that on 6 on "Putting the Miracle~ 
9/11," he said. That was reaf- into Y 
firmed recently by the son of Ministry." 
Sadaam Hussein who threat- Past 
ened the United States. Often, will ex~ 
the entities who are sick, in- ence cris 
eluding churches, preachers, their 
and teachers, don't admit they istries, 
are sick, added Boyd. Freeman, 

''When Baptists support the God allow 
lottery in Tennessee something FREEMAN He referrel 
is wrong," he submitted. his fam· 

A sign of illness is "focus1ng struggle to care for his 
on bylaws instead of the year-old mentally handica 
Bibl~,'' he said, referring to the child. 
consideration of bylaw changes Pastors should reme 
by the 2002 Tennessee Baptist "our ministries are borro1 
Convention to increase·the re- from our cr-eator," he 
sponsibilities of TBC pres1- scribed. ''Your whole churc 
dents. watching you. They're won 

A n o t h e r ing how you're going to h 
sign of illness the trials of life." 
is "people who A minister's ministry "i 
are supposed going to succeed" based on 
to love one an- sonality, oratory, or outl 
other speaking but on "t}le_ grace of God, 
ill of one an- stated, or "when you're ble 
other." by the cross." 

M a n y "Preach the cross aad 
church mem- BOYD miracle will come back," he 
hers are apa- clared. , 
thetic, he suggested. "Have you "When the miracle is · 
ever been in a .. Knoxville preacher's life, the miracl 
church after a late UT Vol foot- in the church." 
ball game?'' he asked. "The world's changed 

Not only members, but pas- we're changed," concluded 
tors must, at times, correct man, referring to rmruf;teJI"S 

themselves spiritually, he con- Tennessee ev4an ~e~ .... 11 

tinued. Charles "Toonie" Cash, 
"You can only manufacture going president of the 

it (spirituality) for so long,~ he ship of Tennessee 
.declared. in taking his message 

"I wonder what would hap- Acts 17, observed Paul 
pen if the ~oly Spirit would re- Silas had become "disf'11"~' 
ally get to do what it wants to ·of the peace" for Jesus. 
do in your life and my life?" he "How long ago has 
asked. said that about your 

He told of a crisis in his life Cash asked. 
which led him to visit his He remind
physician one afternoon in ed conference 
tears . "I was hurting," he de- participants 
scribed. Ironically, it came af- that you can
ter several glorious events in not spell 
the church, explained Boyd. "gospel" with
Thankfully the physician out "go." 
carved time out of his schedule We need to 
to counsel Boyd. put the "go" 

Sometimes Christians need back · in 
to "be blatantly honest before gospel," Cash declared. 
Him" and to "correct our dilem- The Johnson City s 
mas," said Boyd. evangelis t noted the et 

Then we need to begin Christian church impacte< 
working again for God, he stat- day because it simply obt 
ed. He told of visiting the commission of God. 
prospects of the church with The early church also wa 
church members. Almost every fective because its meal 
week someone they meet were sure of their salvation 
makes a profession of faith, he -. Continued on page 9 
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IJanon congregation fincls a new start, miracles 
onnie Davis busy leading a chu1:"ch in Mary- other volunteers enjoyed 
;stand Reflector land. Th.en about four months 17 days without rain. Hap

after being contacted h e m et tis t volunteer builders 
with. the ~oup. Taylor felt God came from Georgia arid 
leadmg him to help the group Middle Tennessee and 
start a new church. Then, with h elped the church mem
help from a layman from First hers. In May of 1999 mem
Church, the group found about hers were meeting in the 
11 acres west of Lebanon for building which was debt

EBANON - About six 
-s ago Trinity Baptist 
rch here was struggling. 
pastor had left. The about 
eople who were attending 

used to difficult times. 
church had seen several 

tln-re~ leave. 
rinity had experienced 

better times. But when its 
.tJ.btersJhl.lP was larger, it had 

potential because of the 
. ,.IJ.~I)l)~s which were located 
.ind it near downtown 
~non. 

Big changes 
[ichael Pearson, director of 
;ions, Wilson County Hap

Association, based in 
~non, advised the church to 
and and begin again with a 

name and at a new loca-

church agreed and then, 
before 

ngrega
could 

its prop-
for sale, a 

·J..lcalership 
to buy 

facility 
about 1 

a half 
. Pearson . PEARSON 
the mem-
including Cyril Cathcart, 

aeon, and Ann King were 
!Llll•~cu but felt the first step 

call the right pastor. 
·bl.••u help from Pearson -and 

sponsor, First Baptist 
, L.ebanon, the small 

comtinued to meet an.d 
searching for a pastor. 

they learned about Jonas 
or, a p_astor in· Maryland 
was from Tennessee. But 
or wasn't interested. He 
led big churches and was 

sale. It was near a planned exit free. 
off of Interstate 40. The congregation al-

So in 1998 the group consti- ready had reached out and 
tuted a.s We·st Hills Baptist gained new members. So 
Church b_ecause the land is lo- over 70 people worshiped 
cated west of Lebanon with a in the new sanctuary on · 
view of hills. Members called the first Sunday, reported 
Taylor as pastor, sold their fa- Taylor. 
cility and property, and bought God continues to bless 
the new site. West Hills is blessed to 

Today, the church draws be in a growing area now 
around 300 to Sunday morning that the first phase of the 
worship -and -has a 28,000- Hartmann Road Exit from 
square-foot facility with only the interstate has been 
nominal debt. completed, explained Tay-

Work, but it pays off lor. And the ·church is 
The first Sunday Taylor led drawing new members, es

worship far West Hills Church, pecially adults who become 
which was meeting at the Trini- Christians, despite the fact 
ty Church building, 13 people the largest church in the 
attended Sunday School and area is located about a mile 
five of them were family mem- away and a massive 
hers, he said. Church of Christ church 

JONAS TAYLOR, left, pastor, ·West Hills Baptist Church, Lebanon, is in 
his office with Stacy Gilder, worship leader/staff associate; and Cyril 
Cathcart, treasurer and charter member. 

• 

But wonderful things k ept has been built across the 
happening, said Taylor, as they road. 

• 

worked to develop. a n ew Of course, different peo
church. For instance, a contract ple are drawn to a new 
on the new property fell church than to an estab
through so they could buy it. lished church, explained 
And the realtor, a Christian, Taylor. And West Hills is 
didn't charge West Hills any the first new church. estab
commission on the purchase. lished in the area in a long 

Life Way Christian Resources time. 

STANDING TO THE side of the West Hills Baptist Church facility, which 
includes a sanctuary, education wing, and Family Life Center on about 
11 acres are staff members Stacy Gilder, left, and Jonas Taylor. 

architect Steve Newton helped Taylor also credited an em
church leaders plan a great fa- phasis on evangelism and disci
cility, said Taylor. Through con- pleship, visitation of prospects, 
tacts, Taylor enlisted about 30 and the work of construction 
volunteer ea:rpente:rs led by Ben volunteers for the church's 
Griffin Qf Hamilton County growth. 
Baptist Association hased in He noted the church's wor
Chattanooga. They came and ship also distinguishes it: "Sta
worked two weeks in 1998 to cy Gilder is an outstanding wor
begin the sanctuary. ship leader ... and could easily 

Amazingly the group and be leading worship in a much 

larger church," stated Taylor, 
referring to Gilder, worship 
leader/staff associate .. 

But finally, God has led peo
ple to help West .Hills develop, 
noted Taylor, including Ruth 
Goslee, a former church organ
ist of First Baptist Church, Mt. 
Juliet and Lebanon. Goslee led 
the first Easter musical of the 
church and now is church ac-

companist , senior adult coordi
nator, and prayer coordinator of 
West Hills. God also has led 
several retired ministry couples 
to the church who have been in
valuable to the young congrega
tion, added Taylor. 

"The Lord just worked the 
whole kit and caboodle out, as 
the old saying goes," said Cyril 
Cathcart. 0 

ul Peak serves First Church, Murfreesboro~ for 30 years 
Baptist and Reflector 

ESBORO - Paul 
has experienced a lot 

··-··r. the past 30 years he 
served on the staff of First 

Church, Murfreesboro. 
was honored recently on 

anniversary by the church. 
minister of education/ad

tistration at the church. 
General observations 
)eak., who formerly was on 
staff of Dalewo0d Baptist 

urch, Nashville , has not 
Y watched changes across 
years at First Church, but 

.ociety in general. 
fe observed that church 
mbers have changed. For 
tmple, they have moved 
m a more passive role in 
ir church ·work t~ develop-
a real passion for spiritual 

wth and personal ministry. 
Peak said he has seen a 
nd toward individuals and 
lilies attending a church be
ISe of relationships they de
op in the church family and 

rather than the 
typical two ca
reer families of 
the past several 
years. 

Of course, 
challenges are 
plentiful in any 
church, he ex
plained . .Some 
of the chal
lenges Peak 
feels need to be 
addressed both 
today and in 
the future are 
the graying or 
aging of res i
dents, the d e
mands of fami

PAUL PEAK, minister of education/administra- ly, and the is-
tion, First Baptist Church, Murfree~boro, for the sues young peo
past 30 years, and his wife, Suzte, speaks to ple face in a 
friends during activWes to honor them recently. c 0 n s t a n t 1 y 

the quality of childcare their changing culture. 
chil<h·en receive. Highlights· of 

He also has begun to notice his ministry 
a trend among the young fami- When ask ed what encour-
lies at First Church toward be- ages him as h e continues his 
ing single career famili es ministry at First Church. Peak 

responded, "I am excited about 
the willingness of lay leaders 
to take res ponsibility, along 
with the ministry staff,· for the 
work of Firs t Baptist Church. 

. There is a growing core of folk 
who are truly seeking to do the · 
will of Christ and who want to 
develop spiritually ." 

Peak r ecalled several high
lights of his ministr y at the 
church. H e n ote d t he gr eat 
way m a n y of the m e mbers 
h elped Laotian s who moved to 
the city in th e 1970s. Members 
h elp ed t h em learn Englis h , 
adapt to American society, and 
develop h ouseholds, h e said. 

Another gr eat ministry of 
t h e church h as b een its 
Singing Christmas Tree, which 
has become a community-wide 
event. J .E. Snell, a m ember of 
t h e church, built the frame
work for t h e first t r ee, not ed 
Peak. 

Another hi ghlight of his 
ministry has been th e building 
of the church's Christian Life 
Center and th e recent renova-

tion of the sanctuary and two 
education buildings. 

Personal ministry 
For 30 years as minister of 

education, P eak h as worked 
with Sunday Sch ool leader
ship , discipling Ch r i stian s, 
t raining church leaders, and 
working with church commit
t ees. In 1987 P eak a ssu med 
addit ion a l administrative r e
spon sibilit ies . In that role he 
over sees day-to-day operations 
of the church and su pervises 
all ministry and adminis tra
tive staff. 

Peak will continue to serve 
in both r ol es for the church 
and to try to impact his com
munity, h e said. He has been a 
member of the Noon Exchange 
Club, on the board of the local 
American R e d Cross , and a 
leader of CrimeStoppers. 

P eak's wife , Suzie, i s a 
t eacher at Riverdale High 
School. They h ave a daughter, 
Kara, who lives with h er family 
in Napiervi1le, Ill. The Peaks 
have two grandchildren. ..J 
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40·plus people 
attept Christ at 
Super Bowl event 
Baptist Press 

SAN DIEGO - More than 40 
people accepted Jesus Christ as 
their Savior during a Super 
Bowl block party Jan. 25 at First 
Baptist Church in Imperial 
Beach, Calif. 

The block party was one of 
three sponsored by the San 
Diego Baptist Association and 
hosted by three area churches. 
The churches seTved free burg
ers, hot dogs, and nachos and of
fered extreme games. for the kids 
and musical performances - all 
designed to let community resi
dents know their local Baptist 
church cares about them. 

But what happened at Imper
ial Beach is nothing short of a 
miracle, said Doug Johnson, pas
tor of the 75-member church. 
The small Baptist congregation 
hosted a block party that at
tracted nearly 700 people at Vet
eran's Park. More than 40 resi
dents gave their lives to the 
Lord inside the park. 

"I am so proud of our people," 
Johnson said. "They are willing 
to take on a_ny challenge. I be
lieve what happened inside this 
park today has raised our peo
ple's faith to a new level." 0 

7,000 attend NFL· 
santtioned ·tontert 
Baptist Press 

SAN DIEGO - Billed as a 
family friendly event, more than 
7,000 people turne d out for 

"Hapeville," the 2003 Super 
Bowl Gospel Celebration. The 
Jan. 24 event transformed San 
Diego's Sports Arena into an en
ergetic, shouting, singing, and 
dancing church featuring perfor~ 

mances by Grammy-winning 
artists Kirk Franklin, Yolanda 
Adams, and Donnie McClurkin. 

The show also presents the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

And to the pleasant surprise 
of concert-goers, the alcohol-free 
concert was officially sanctioned 
by the National Football League. 

"This year's Supe·r Bowl 
Gospel Celebration offered the 
audience a unique blend of en
terta-inment," event spokesper
s·on Melanie Few said . "Our 
event is designed to allow the 
community to experience the 
star-studded Super Bowl week
end with a star-studded family 
oriented event." 

The Super Bowl Gospel Cele
bration evolved from Christian 
NFL players wanting an inspira
tional-type event during Super 
Bowl weekend. 

"Too many times in the past 
we didn't have a really positive 
event to attend," said NFL star 
Cris Carter. "This g-ives us a 
chance to fellowship, worship to
gether, and celebrate the fact 
that Jesus Chri st is King of 
kings and Lord of lords." 

"Worship is what it's all 
about," said Ahmed Plummer, a 
born-again Christian and a cor
nerback with the San Francisco 
49ers. ''What better place to have 
a gospel concert than the Super 
Bowl? In my book the true .stars 
of the Super Bowl are people like 
Kirk Fran.klin and Yolanda 
Adams. These are people who are 

- witnessing every day." 
Franklin, known for his high-

ly spirited performances, gets 
his energy from the Lord, Plum
mer said. ~He's all over the 
place." 

The Super Bowl Gospel Cele
bration, in association with the 
NFL Concert Series, was respon
sible for bringing Hapeville to 
San Diego. 0 

Fotus on N.A. 
• • m1ss1ons gears up 

Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - More 
than 8.5 million pieces of promo
tional ma~erial being received by 
churches in January and Febru
ary signals a change of season in 
many Southern Baptist churches 
- the season of North American 
missions. Through the March 2-
7 Week of Prayer for North 
American Missions and the An
nie Armstrong Easter -Offering, _ 
Southern Baptists will under
gird domestic missions efforts 
through prayer and financial 
support. 

With a goal of $·53· million, 
the offering theme for 2·003 is 
Partners in Purpose, reflecting 
the cooperation of churches, as
sociations, state conventions, 
and the North American Mis-

New Lower Rates For 
Life lnsurahce! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 . $300,000 
25 $11.03 $15.49 
35 $11.16 $15.15 
45 $20.87 ' $35.18 
55 $43.71 $80.85 

Please call Jim $melcher (Knoxville, TN) 
Toll Free 1 ~80Q-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.) 
Level death benefit term that does not in-

. crease for the first 15 years. Written by an 
A-plus Life insurance company. Preferred 
male rates · illustrated above. Please call 
for other ages and female rates. 

niQtionaJ news 

sion Board in supporting 5,204 
missionaries in the United 
States, Canada, and U.S. terri
tories. 

The promotional effort began 
in late December and early Jan

web site also has become one 
the pTimary resources for inf\ 
mation about NAMB and the 
fering, with nearly 100.000 vi 
tors using the site last ye1 
Many of the resources in t 

promotional pad 
also are availat 
on the web site, 
well as a number 
other items usef 

uary with the mail
ing of a promotional 
packet to . 42,000 
SBC churches. Of
fering envelopes, 
pr omotional 
posters, and prayer 
gui_des will be 

EASTER 0HllUNG• for promoting t 
fO'R NORTH. AMERJCAN MlSSIONS offering. 

mailed by state WMU offices in 
February. 

The promotional pa,cket con
tains a videotape featurmg pro
files of the Week of Prayer mis
sionaries, a CD-ROM, promo
tional guide, and a sample "mis
sionary t rading card" useful for 
helping both children and adults 
remember to pray for missionar-
1es. 

The www.anniearmstrong.com 

The Annie Ar1 
strong Easter Offering w 
started in 1895 by Mnie ArJ 
strong - the first ru.lee!0r oft 
Woman's Missiona:t:-y_~on 
and named for her in.l~94. M~ 
than $950 million has been ~ 
en to th e offering since its inc 
tion, 100 percent of which gQ 
to support NAMB missionari 
Southern -Baptists last year g 
a record $49..2 m illion T·" ·"'"" 

the offering. 0 

MINISTRIES - POSITIONS 
Healthy, growing church is seeking a full-time education minister 
ful.l-time youth minister. Send resume to East Side Baptist Ch 
718 E. Ninth St. , Mountain Home, AR 72653, or mikeshy@ 
n~t.com. 

MINISTRIES- PASTOR 
Highland Park Baptist Church; Lenoir Oity, Tenn ., is seeking a 
time pastor: Prefer 5 years pastoral experi.ence. Send resume 
Highland Park Baptist Church, 4333 Hwy 11 East, Lenoir Ci.ty, 
37772. 

' .... ~ ...... . ' . . . 
Worth Georgia, church seeking full-time senior teaching. pastor '""y" 

years senior pastor experience. Multi-staff church with 400+ in atte 
GJance. Send restJr:ne to Pulpit Search Committee, 829 Atlanta Hw 
Cumming, GA 30041 or email resume to resumes@northlanier.org' 

• • •• • ............ 
Springhi'll Bapt ist Church, P.aris, Tenn. , phone (731) 644-134 
email : Sprir:~ghillpaster@yahoo.com . Small Southern Baptist Chur1 
in nortl1l,west Tennessee is seeking a pastor with a vision of grow 
and discipleship. The position is immediately available. Send resun 
to Ei:d Townsend, 855 Steele Rd., Paris, TN 38242. 

MINISTRIES-SINGLE ADULTS . 
. Minister to single adults, Lexington/MidlaAds of South Carolin 

Send resume to Search Committee, Lexington Baptist Church, 3( 
E. Main St., Lexington, SC 29072. 

MINISTRIES - STUDENTS 
Part-time youth ministry coordinator to work with youth, ages 6 
grade to college. Send resume to South Clinton Baptist ChurcH. Att 
Lesa Williams, 1000 Clinch Ave. Clinton, TN 37716. Applicant mu 
be able to work with pastor and other staff members in pr.omoting tt 
growth of a developjng youth program. Must be Southern Baptist 
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nnesseans challenged to "'add to the chu'rch' ••• 
•ntinued from page 6 
kept the message simple 
lear. 
Lsh also observed early 
1tians were filled with the 
Spirit. 
we're ever going to have 

act on the world, we're 
to have to be fille·d with 

oly Spirit," he said. 
exhorted Christians to

lso to be filled with· bold
fibo':l~ sharing the gospel of 
t. 
. you were arrested today 

eing achild of God would 
be enough evid_ence to 
yeu?" he asked-. 

r~'OJ executive director 
mes Porch, executive di

r of the Tennessee Baptist 
ention, spoke on the power 
ople's shame from Romans 
13110 Acts. . 

told how he ha~ been 
d while in college and 
he had seen. ·.t>eople 

one example, while he was 
··o:u ·or· a young woman called 
J1llU asked if her baby could 
~dlc:aU~d during a baby ded

service at the church on 
er's Day. The young 
· wasn't married, noted 

Yet he invited h~r t.e be 
l-1\r"'n and it was a great ex

r ln<~e for her and for the cen
,...,~ ·v.u, he said. 
~au.n::; can develop because 

outside of ·a per-
control or after the "inade

or inappropriate han
of a person's wrong, he 

"power Gf shame that 
are dealing with" said 

-

Porch, keeps people from at- said. 
tending churches. "They don't He ·cited the influx of people 
know if they are going to be into churches following 9/ 11. 
welcome." - Yet after a bout two months 

' Instead, the church should people stopped going. "If there 
be helping people see they "can was a failure after 9/11 it was 
be victorious through Christ that the s eekers didn't find 
over shame .. " -what they were looking for in 

He moted the Apos_tle Paul the church. 
suffered shame "Could it be that the. problem 
in his life. was not the people in the pews 

Paul suf- but in the pulpits?" he asked. 
fered shame "There i s a cris is of poor 
when he was preaching within t he church of 
blinded and J:esus Christ ," Crouch ubserved . 
had to be "led He noted a loss of purpose. 
by those he. ~'Through the years I have 
wants to lead." heard sermons on everything 

That expe- PORqH from A to Z" on every issue 
rience became imaginable. But :what I haven't 
his conversion expenence , heard enough of are sermons on 
Porch added. Jesus. 

Paul suffered shame when he "In today's churches there 
and Silas were seized, st:npped are so many good things to talk 
of their cl9thes,-and incarcerated· about that we have crowded out 
in a jail's i!f~er jail. They must the best thing from dominating 
have been very low emotionally eur preaching." · 
since they had experi:enced such Crouch also observed there is 
great things just prior to this, a need for more power-filled 
ob~erved Porch. preachers. 

Yet ·a few hours later they - "I don't care how loud-you 
were singing praises to God._ preach or the 

Porch encouraged the crowd method of 
to consider who in their church- preaching you 
es and com~unities may be use. If you' r e 
"locked in tpe pain of shame.'' not preaching 
They shc:mld point them to the in the power of 
"sufficient, sustaining, and sav- the · Holy Spir-
ing grace" o!God, he stated. it, ·nothing i s 

C-N administrator going to hap-
Walter Crouch, vice presi- CROUCH pen," he said. 

dent of church relations at Car- u - G o d 
son-Newman College, Jefferson doesn't need anymore motiva
City, suggested the quality of tio.nal speakers," he ad~ed. 
preaching needs improvement. · "What God wants is spirit-filled 

Preaching"l'l.eeds purpose, preachers." 
passi-on, and power, Crouch Crouch reminded the pastors 

the "fields are -white unto har-
vest" in Tennessee. " 

C Executive Board Positions Available "All God 1s looking for are a 
few good men who · will embrace 
the seriousness of their calling, \pplications for the following positions may be obtained by 

'Q"ung the Office of Human Resources .. P .0. Box· 728, 
,nna,nn"', TN 37024, (615) 371-2013, or through the Inter-
at www. tnbaptist.o.rg/as/humanresources. h~m 

• $ 

Evangelism ·Group Leader 
'pplications are being. received through Feb.-28 for the position of 
tup Leader, Evangelism Strategies with the Executive Board of 
Tennessee Baptist Conven!ion. This person will be responsible 
leading the Evangelism Strategies Group in developing, coordi
jng, promoting, and modeling a statewide evangelism strategy. 
will serve as the state director of evangelism and be the primary 
municator for evangelism in Tennessee. A search committee of 
Convention Mir~i.stties Committee has been established to con

;t the search process. Interested persons must submit an applica-
te be consrdered for the position. 

Evangelism Strategist 
Applications are now being received for the position of evange
n strategist with the Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
nvention. This position is responsible for developing church and 
;ociational strategies that target the unreached people of Ten
)See. This position will research and develop sp~cific evangelism 
itegies and then assist and train churches and associations in.im· 
mentation of the most appropriate strategies for their context. !n
ested persons must submit an application to be consic:tered for·the 
sition. · 

Emerging Leaders/ Small Church Specialist 
Applications are now being received for the position of Emer9ing 
aders/Small Church Specialist in the Church Staff Leadership 
oup of the Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
is position will focus on building relations with emerging church 
lff leaders and small church leaders and providing strategies for 
ldership development within these focused group~ intereste.d per
ns must submit an application to be considered for the position. 

· fall in love with Jesus, and rely 
upon His Holy Spirit." 

Alabama educator 
Robert Smith, professor of 

Christian preaching at Samford 
University's Beeson Divinity 
School in Birmingham, Ala ., 
spoke three times during the 
conference. 

In his opening message 
Smith spoke on the "God who 
·eva:ngelizes." Basing his mes
sage from John 4, Smith re
minded those at the conference 
that "we cannot s~ek and pur
sue God. God has never been 
lost. We h ave moved," he said. 

Smit h descr~bed Jesus' en
counter with the Samar ita n 
woman at the well. 

He note d the cards w er e 
stacked against this woman be
cause of her gender, the fac t 
that women then were not sup
posed to be t aught, questionable 
ethics, and the fact she was a 
Samaritan . 

'W e have to get beyond s tuff 
and tear down barriers for t h e 
salvat ion of the world," Smith 
stressed. 

J esu s r eshuffied the Samari
tan woman's cards, Smith su g
gested . H e overlook e d all t h e 
things against her a nd evange
lized her. 

JAMES AND KELLY PORCH visit with Robert Smith, right, profes
sor of Christian preaching at Samford University's Beeson Divinity 
School in Birmingham, Ala. Both Porch and Smith were on the pro
gram of the State Evangelism Conference held last week at Judson 
Baptist Church, Nashville. 

"To be born a gain is a gift 
from God,?' Smith said. 

He. obs~rved that the Samar
itan woman '~irrors u s," $mith 
said. "I see a mirror in which I 
see myself- a recipient of un-
deserved grace." . 

In the final message of the 
conference, 'Smith spoke from 
James 5:11, 13-18 on prayer 
and God's work in the church. 

Smith warned that "there's 
more koininia in some bars 
than in some churches" and 
that professionals in the help
ing ·fields are "eclip sing the 
work of th e church." 

And when people do visit our 
churches Christians r aise "self 
righteous eyebrows" because 
these ·visitors are "mirroring 
what we seek· to disguise and 
veil," suggested Smith. . 

Church members must pray 
more, he declared. "Nothing of 
any eterna1 consequence will 
ever happen.without prayer," he 
noted . . 

The _Scripture ref~rs to mem
bers who are suffering, happy, 
and sick, which 'is a reminder of 
the situations of people, he not-
ed. • 

~Count on it, sissies, you will 
go through fiery trials." 
· ·But then God wiU eome to help 

church members, he added. "He 
may not come when you ·want 
Him, but he'll come on time." 

Smith said he has changed 

· his preaching from emphasizing 
guilt to focusing on grace which 
draws people to God "volitional
ly and not because we fear the 
consequences." 

He encouraged Christians to 
believe in modern-day miracles. 

"It's ama zing that people do 
not believe in miracle~s in th e 
chur ch until they need one." 

"God still heals ," he declared, 
. emo~ionally, relationally, finan
cially. and psychologically. And 
He does it when people call' on 
Him. P eople don't need prayer 
cloths or special potions. 

Finally, Smith noted Chris-

SMITH 

tians need 
each other and · 
should r e 
spond to needs 
of each other 
and non
Christians like 
Jesus did. "I s 
anyone here 
busier?" a sked 
Smith, refer-

. ring to Jesus. 
. Christians can be strength

ened by the Ho~y Spirit, h e 
added. "My greatest fear is that 
God would take the Holy Spirit 
out of the church and the 
church w oul<I keep· on d oing 
what it's doing and nev~r know 
the difference. 

"I t ell you, if God's really real 
in your life you cannot ~eep this 
thing a secret," he concluded. 0 

THE FELLOWSHIP of Tennessee Baptist Evangelists met prior to 
the State Evangelism Conference. In addftion to a program featuring 
preaching and special music the group elected officers for the com
Jng year. From left are Billy Edmonds, Oliver Springs,. vice pre~ide~t; 
Charles "Toonie" Cash. Johnson City, outgoing pres1dent; Ph1f G/Js
son, Memphis .. president; and Gflry Buck. Nashville music director. 

-
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Georgia editor 
lor1ed to retire; 
Westbury tapped 
Associated Baptist Press 

ATLANTA - One week af
ter Editor Bill Neal was forced 
into ea rly retirement, the 
board of directors of Georgia's 
Christian Index met to r atify 
his retirement plans, hire an 
interim editor, and cast a new 
vision for the nation's oldes t 
Baptist newspaper . 

According to a news release 
published by the Index J an. 27, 
the board held a Jan. 25 meet
ing at which Neal's retirement 
plans were finalized and t he 
dismissal of th.ree other Index 
employees was affirmed. 

The dismissa l s cut the 
newspaper's staff in h (illf. No 
reasons were given for Neal's 
early retirement or the other 
dismissals. Neal could not be 
reached for comment. 

The board named Associate 
Editor Joe Westbury interim 

· editor. Westbury is a five-year 
employee of the I ndex with 
previous writing and editing 
roles at the Southern Baptist 
Convention's North American 
Mission Board and Brother-

WWW.GULFSHORESCONDOS.COM 
Beachside Vacation Condos, All sizes 

Spring special: 
2 Night weekend, $'130.00 

4·Weeknights, $190.00 Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 4/22 

(205) 554-1524 

' I ~!L&1$$UffU&© 
MINISTRIES - OTHER 

B.ethlehem Baptist Chu rch in 
Springfield, Ten n. , is seeking a 
keyboardist to join the worship . 
band at the 10:30 a.m. service. 
The ideal candidate should en
joy playing all styles of music 
and either sight read or play by 
ear. Please contact Bro. Tee · 
Rawls at (615) 643-0333 or 672-
0100. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
LindenValley Baptist Conference 
Center,. a Tennessee Baptist 
Convention facility, is searching 
for a ministry-minded individual 
to fill a year-round fu ll-time food 
service supervisor's position, of
fering generous benefits· pack
age. Experience in menu plan
ning, staff supervision, ' meal · 
preparation , and purchasing re
quired. If interested, contact 
(877) 354-6336 or thughes@tn
baptist.org. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
North Knoxville Baptist Church is 
seeking a ful l-time secretary. 
Please submit all resumes to 
John Hutchens , 5434 Haskin 
Knoll Lane. , Knoxville , TN 

. 37918. 
•••••••••••• • • • • 

The Cordova Retreat and Con-
- terence Center is seeking a full

time food service d irector. Re
sumes accepted by David 
·Rouse , CRCC. Manage r, 849 
Rocky Point , Cordova , TN 
38018 until March 7, 2003. For 
information visit www.CRCC
NET.org. 

hood Commi s s ion. He al so 
twice was public relations di
rector at Union University in 
Jackson. 

A news release from the 
board outlined a plan to "re
vamp" the paper and ((redirect 
the resources of the Index to 
enable it to be more effective, 
more responsive, in telling the 
story of how God is working 
through our churches." 

The board's new vision for 
the paper is to be "Geor gia
centric," the release said. 

"The Index clearly h as an 
imbalance of news which oc
curs outside of our state. While 
there i~ nothin'g wrong with re
porting what is happening 
around the world, I feel the pa
per could be more effective by 
providing more news unique to 
Geo:r:gia Baptists," board mem
ber Becky Watter s of Dou
glasville, Ga., said in the re
lease. 

The qoard's news release 
also hint~d at a restructuring 
of staff positions and a reallo
cation of staff resources ·iri pro
ducing the pa·per. Per sonnel 

will be refocused to "concen
trate on meeting the neeQ.s of 
churches, associations, and 
state convention ministries," 
the release said. 

In addition to the editor 's 
post, vacancies cre3:ted by the 
r ecent dismissals include a 
managing editor, a media coor
dinator, and an administrative 
assistant. 

A story to be published in· the 
Index portrayed Neal's retire
ment as occu rring at his "re
quest ." Multiple s~urces close to 
the situation, h owever, con
firmed that Neal was pressured 
to ,take early retirement by Bob 
White, executive director of the 
Georgia Baptist Convention. 

Although located in a ·sepa
rate facility, the Index receives 
m ajor funding from the state 
convention. Th-e newspaper's 
editor historically h as been 
elected by the convention's Ex
ecutive Committee. All Index . . 
staff members are considered . 
employees of .the state conven-
tion. · A· reorganizatiqn of the 
state-convention in the mid-
1990s gave the executive direc-

. 
Could ._yqu use a 
New Approach to. 

tor broad powers to hire and 
fire conven tion staff without 
prior action by the Executive 
Committee. 

Neal, 55 , was called to a 
meeting with White Thursday, 
Jan. 16. At the same time, one 
of White's assistants was dis
patched to the Index pffices to 
announce to the staff that the 
offices would be closed. until 
the following Monday, Jan. 20. 

On Jan. 20, White terminat
ed three other Index employ
ees: Managing Editor Greg 
Brett, Media Coordinator Me
lea Goode, and Administrative 
Assistant Laura Boltin. 

Neal, a 28-year employee of 
the state convention, had been 
under · i n creasihg pressure 
from conservative Baptist lead
ers in Georgia for several 
year s. The I ndex, they con-

. . 
To the best of our know'le!ige all 
ads in the Baptist and ,Refle~tor 
represent legitirnate cerri(?~ilie$ 
a Ad offerings .. · Howe-ver, 01Je 
,snould always use· ca~tlom rn 
responding to ~ds. ~( ~ : 

' ' ' .~ 

.. 

' . 

Vacation Bible School? 

Need tried & 'tested "Tips and Tools" to help staff & lay people 
provide a great week for your community? 

l 

Would you like som.e ideas for general assembly,· classroo'm teaching, 
crafts,· and general organization? ~ 

.. 

If .you ~ave ~nswered YES to any of these questions, 

Joirl Dr. Doug Sager, Senior Pastor, First Baptist Concord 
and his VBS "Tips & Tools" Clinic team for innovative. 

ideas to give your VBS a real boost! 

' 

Saturday, February-15th 
8 a.m. - 3_:~0 p.m. 
_ $19 per person 

First Baptist Concord 
11704 Kingston Pike, Knoxville TN 37022 

(-865) 966-9791 
www.fbconcord.org/vbsclinic 

• 

• 

tended, was not doing enc 
to advance the cause of 
Southern Baptis t Conven 
and of conservatives in G 
gia. 

No details wer e relea 
about terms of Neal's ret 
ment or the dismissal of 
othe1· three employees. 

The board indicated no 1 
frame for hiring a new ed 
A search committee was e 
ed and Will be chaired by A 
Hugh es of H e bron Bap 
Church in Dacula~:Ga~~ 

Once a new editor.J.s elec 
the board in tends..-to:--ado1 
new mission statem~at, ace 
ing to the board's release. a 

MINISTRIES - MUSIC 
Bivocational minister 
music/worship leader. Sene 
sume to South Clinton Ba1 
Church , Attn. Lonnie G 
Chairman of Search Team, 
Clinch Ave. , Clinton, TN 37' 
Vi~eo/audio tapes accepted. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Wanted a full -time ministe 
mus ic for a growing Soutt 
Baptist Church. Please sene 
sume to First Baptist Chu 
308 North Spring St.. Sparta 
38583. . .. ;-....... . • •• • • 
Biv6cational mus ic minis 
Send resume to Lucy Bar 
Church , Attn . Edwin Bo 
Chairman Search Commit 
4005 Lucy Rd , Millington 
;38053.. -,- -.. ............ • • • • 
Kirkwood Baptist Chu 

·Clarksville, is p(ayerful'ly, s 
ing a part-time minister of m 
Please send resumes o 
quiries to kirkwoodmusic@ 
south.net, or call Ev~ 
Schindler, (93 1) 648-4~ 
http :// Life Way Lin k .c 
/9315536931 . 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Part-time worship leader an 
anist needed at Hickory 
Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet. S 
resume Attn. Personnel Co 
tee, 2741 Nonaville Rd., Mt. 
et, TN 37122. ............. • • • • 
Whites Creek Baptist Chu 
Rockwood, Tenn. , is prays 
seeking a part-time ministe 
mu sic . Resumes: Attn: M 
Resumes, P.O. Box 757, R 
wood, TN 37854. . . . .. •••••••••••• 

MINISTRIES- COMBINATI 
First Baptist Church, Kingstor 
seeking full-time minister of E 
cation/missions. Please send 
sume to First Baptist Chur 
21 5 N. Kentucky St., Kings' 
TN 37763, Attn . Education/• 
sions Search Committee . 

Seeking full -time minister 
youth and education 
Scottsvi ll e Bapti st Chur 
Scottsville, Ky. Send resum£ 
the church at P.O. Box 3 
Scottsville, KY 421 64, A 
Sharon Davis , or email 
mail@scottsvillebaptist.org. I 
(270) 237-3451 for more in 
mation. 
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m Growden 

ben anxious moments grab you, how do you 
ond? The truth is most people don't h-andle 
~ty very well. The result is that anxi~ty: 
) Divides our minds. Instead of focusing on 

va.o.o that the Lord has helped us set, the 
filled pers<5n allaws anxiety to steal many of 

'\..11\J•u,:;• ts and actions for Him. 
, ) Drains our energy. When a person lets a sit

consume them, the psychological and emo
str'ess saps strength. Thus our productivity 

s or stops. Reduced energy means poor pro-
1vity and poor judgment. 
') Affects relationships. Friends and family 
~r when you allow the drone of worries whis
and keep you in the dumps. 
b) Causes us to make unwise decisions. Mis
!S come when we try in our own strength and 

to remedy a situation that God will handle 
only wait in faith. 

) Steals our peace and joy. This is evidence 
stress and worry are tools of Satan.. Peace 
ay are gifts from God. 
Harms oUT physical bodies. Our bodies dete

under the weight we try to carry on our 

best and only way to deal with anxiety is to 
rov.r1ecu:re our need for God, taking our troubles 
un. We do that by focusing on Him and not on 
·ituation. 0 - Growden is pas~or of Westwood 
ist Church, Manchester. 

~--- iust for today ---
Fred Wood, retir~d pastor, Memphis 

With A Smile: Friend to dress shop own
s business?'' Owner: "Terrible. Last week 

only one dress. Yesterday, I sold no dresses. 
it's even worse." Friend: "How could it be. 

?" O.;_,ner: "Today that lady returned the 
s~e bought last week." 

•. ~"'"""" This Truth: In the long run, the p_es-
.st may be right, but the optimist has more fun 

trip. - Daniel Readon 
'l.eJnoJrtze This Scripture: "When calamity 
es, the wicked are brought down, but even in 

the righteous have a refuge." - Proverbs 
,NIV 

•ray This Prayer: Lord, help me to realize 
:ther I prosper or face setbacks, you are with 
0 

.. .let us 
run with 
patience 
the race 
that is set 
before us ... 
Hebrews 12: I 

The Bible: ·it's value 
, By Mike Boyd 

Focal passage- Psalm 119:9-
16; Jeremiah 36:2-3, 21-24, 27-28 

The big day arrived a few weeks -
ago. Super Bowl Sunday was preg
nant with hype and pageantry. 
Prognosticators promoted thoughts 
on what it would take to win the 
game. One said, "It all boils down 
to who wants it most." Translation: 
"It all boils down to who values the 
t rophy the most.'' The key is "val
ue." 

Bibles may be found every
where. They are strewn on coffee 
tables and on the back seats of ve
hicles. They are neatly placed in 
motel rooms and in church pews. 
But how much do we r eally under
stand the value of the Word of God? 
What sort of value is assigned to its 
importance? 

PRAISE BOOK (Psalm 119:12-16). 
, The psalmist says, "I delight in 

your decrees." This "delight" is 
more than a passing appreciation. 
It describes a heart moved to the 
point of verbal expression. The idea 
is that praise is an ongoing part of 
the psalmist's life. Verse 13 demon
strates this truth: "With my lips I 
recount all the laws ... " Praise is re
peated over and over. The bot~om 
line is that the impact of the power 
motivates a person to continuously 
praise. 

Thirdly, the word of God is a 
PURPOSE BOOK (J eremiah 36:2-
3). Jeremiah was to write down all 
of God's words. Nothing was to be 
left out. The purpose of the materi
al was at least three-fold. First, the 
purpose was to forewarn the peo
ple. Secondly, th e people were to 
forsake th eir ways. Thirdly, God 
would forgive the people. Forgive
ness was and is the ulVmate pur
pose of scriptural communication. 

Sunday School lesson 
FamjJy Bibld Ser ies 
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trust it , the more we trust Him. The 
more we trust Him, the more we 
are able to love Him and relate to 
Him. That is the ultimate purpose. 

What happens when we disr e
gard the Word of God? (vv. 21-24; 
27-28). Jehoiakim 
king of Judah 
burned the Word 
of God, attempting 
not only to rid 
himself of t he in
formation, but also 
the impact. Little 
did he know that 
the Bible is a PER- BOYD 
SISTENT BOOK. 
God came to Jeremiah and told him 
to write down "all the words that 
were on the first scroll ... " 

Throughout the ages people have 

Four thoughts help us under
stand the importance of Qod's 
word. First , the · Bible is a POWER 
BOOK (Psalm 119:9-11). In order 
for people to be fulfilled, there must 
be an amicable relationship with 
God. In order for human/divine re
lations to be intact, purity must 
prevail. In order for purity to be 
possible, the Word of God must be 
ingested and implemented. The 
power of the Word keeps us from 
sin. "Either sin will keep you from 
the Bible, or the Bible will keep you 
from sin." As demonstrated by Je
sus in his temptations, the Word of 
God supplies power over tempta
tion. 

Throughout the Bible, listening 
hearts can hear God's passion for 
the people He dearly loves. God 
could have determined to enjoy 
heaven and His glorious mansions 
while leaving the human race to de
compose in its own debauchery, but 
He did not. He initiated a word for 
the world that offers a detour from 
our destruction. As a road sign 
warns of sharp and dangerous up
coming curves, God's Word offers a 
perspective. and alternat~ve for our 
own safety and security. Through
out time, we learn to trust i t in 
every facet of life. The more we 

. attempted to silence the Word of 
God-. It has been burned, buried, 
and belittled. In the end, the truth 
endures. God's Word goes on re
gardless of how people m ay_ re
spond. 

Secondly, the Word of God is a 

' Paying the price 
.chose to set Barabbas free instead 
of Jesus (John 18:40), Pilate had 
Him flogged. The Romans were 
known for their cruelty to those 
who were going to be crucified. Je
sus was beaten and lacerated. He 
was then ver bally abused, and 
mocked. They placed a crown of 
thorns on His head, and a purple 
robe on His back as a mockery and 
insult. Jesus must have looked ter
rible when Pilate stood Him once 
more before the mob. Some schol

By Rocky Churchwell 

Focal passage- John 19:1-42 
While in college, I remember 

talking to a fellow who denied that 
Jesus Christ died on the cross. The 
cult that he was a part of believed 
that J esus fainted in pain with the 
crucifixion , and was later revived 
when He was r emoved from the 
cross. I replied , "Think about it. 
Would Roman soldiers under strict 
orders, and who were experts at 
killing, allow a criminal to live? 
Don't you think they would know 
better than that?" He could not an-
swer roy question. . 

In this week's Sunday School les
son, we are studying the testimony 
of John who wrote about the fmal 
hours of Jesus' life and His death on 
the cross. It reminds us that Jesus 
sacrificed His life so that you and I 
could receive the gift of grace in 
ours. It also r eminds us that God 
not only provided for our salvation 
but for the salvation of others as 
well. This week's lesson deals with 
how Jesus paid the price for us, but 
I think it contains another lesson as 
well. It also tells us that it is impor
tant for us to finish the task that 
God calls us to. We not only watch 
as Jesus dies on that hideous cross, 
but we listen as He speaks the 
words "It is finished." 

' ' t One cannot read John s accoun 
of the crucifixion, and not be 
amazed at the cruelty of people and 
the love of God. After the Jews 

ars suggest that 
Pilate was trying 
to get Jesus par
doned by eliciting 
sympathy from the 
J ewish leaders. 
But there simply 
was no sympathy 
to be had by these 
folks. 

CHURCHWELL When the chief 
priests saw Jesus 

they began to shout, "Crucify, cru
cify!" It was not enough that Jesus 
had to suffer such a horrible beat
ing, they wanted Him dead. But no
tice that when Pilate tried to pass 
the buck, these men refused. They 
wanted him to do their dirty work. 
They tried to show that Jesus had 
broken a strict Jewish law ( proba
bly Leviticus 24:16), because He 
had clairued to be the Son of God. 
But Jesus was not blaspheming, for 
He truly was the Son of God. 

When Pilate heard the priest's 
demands, be was worried and took 

We respond to the Bible based 
on how much we value it. In the 
words of the broadcas ter, "Who
ever values the t rophy the most 
will win!" The trophy is a victori
ous life. The Bible is th e key. It 
all boils down to h ow much you 
want it. 0 - Boyd is pastor of 
Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, 
Knoxville. 

Sunday s~haol L~$$Cn 
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Jesus back for further questioning. 
Pilate could h ave been frightened 
because of his pagan beliefs that 
the gods would sometimes visit this 
world pretending to be mort als. In 
any case, he sent Jesus back before 
t hem again , and they t h en ap
pealed to His claims of being kin~. 
Pilate must have been more afrrud 
of Caesar than he was of the gods 
because he finally gave in and had 
Jesus crucified. Jesus was hung on 
a cross where He died, and His 
cloths were distributed among the 
guards. 

The last words uttered by J esus 
on the cross, according to J ohn's 
gospel were, "It is finished!" Words 
that sound across time to us today. 
Jesus had finished what He had set 
out to do, and John had testified to 
it. Two followers of J esus took His 
body from t he cross to th e grave 
and laid Him there. 

Jesus sacrificed everything that 
day. He gave His all so that you 
and I could receive all . What little 
could we sacrifice so th at other s 
can know wha t H e did , a nd be 
saved as well? 0 - Churchwell will 
begin serving this month as pastor of 
Oak Grove Baptist Church, Mount 
Carmel. 

' 
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De th5 
+ Dorothy Maddox, wife 

of Sid Maddox, chaplain of 
Deer Lake Retirement Com
munity of Tennessee Baptist 
Adult Homes, Bellevue, died 
Jan. 28. Sid Maddox also is re
tired pastor, Lockeland Baptist 
Church, Nashville. 

Leaders 
+ First Baptist Church, 

Macon , will ordain Don 
Thompson to the ministry 
Feb. 23. 

+ Palmersville Baptist 
Church , Palmersville, has 
called Keith Dublin as pas
tor. He formerly was pastor of 
Fellowship Baptist Church, 
Sharon, which he served for 12 
years. 

+ Dickerson Road Baptist 
Church, Nashville, recently 
called_ Michael Blankenship 
as pastor. Formerly he was 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Jellico. 

+ David Freeman, pastor, 
Pleasant Hi_ll Baptist Church, 
No. 1, Martin, is leading a 
nine-member team to do work 
in Mexico Feb. 1-8. The team is 
made up of members of Pleas
ant Hill Church and two other 
churches in Beulah Baptist As
sociation. The team will work 
with missionaries Thurman 
and Carolyn Penick, former 

Belmont receives 
challenge grant 
For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Belmont 
University, Nashville, has 
received an $800,000 ch al
lenge grant from the Kresge 
Foundation of Troy, Mich. 

The grant is for the com
pletion of the Curb Event 
Center, Beaman Student 
Life Center, and Maddox 
Grand Atrium complex. To 
receive the grant, Belmont 
must receive $2.9 million in 
new gifts, grants, or pledges 
by May 1, 2004. · 

"I am thrilled that-Bel
mont has received the seal 
of approval from one of the 
nation's most prestigiou s 
philanth ropic organiza
tions," said Robert Fisher, 
president of Belmont. "The 
Kresge Foundation is na
tionally known for its rigor
ous review criteria, and a 
challenge grant is seen as a 
significant sign of institu
tional strength. This award 
will not only challenge, but 
a lso encourage others to 

, join th e Kresge Foundation 
in support of an institution 
that .h as been evaluated 
strenously and found wor
thy." 

The $53 million complex 
is scheduled for completion 
Sept. 1, 2003. 0 

members of Pleasant Hill. 
+ Don Page has been 

called as pastor of Skyline 
Heights Baptist Church, John
son City. He has served as pas
tor of churches in Virginia and 
South Carolina. Page is a grad
uate of Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake 
Forest, N.C. 

+ Reggie Weems, pastor 
of Heritage Baptist Church, 
J ohnson City, served in Roma
nia Jan. 16-21. 

+ Mike Womack has been 
called as senior pastor, First 
Baptist church, Athens. Previ
ously he was pastor of Calvary 

. Baptist Church, Erwin, and a 
church in Charlotte, N.C. 

+ Rocky Hill Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, honored 

Rush Harri
son, pastor of 
worsh ip, re
cently for 15 
year s of min
istry and five 
years of ser
vice t o the 
church. H e 

HARRI$0t:J has served as 
minister of 

music _of thre e churches in 
Tennessee. 

+ Floyd "Lammie" Lam
mersfeld, evangelist of Glea
son, spoke recently at the West 
Tennessee State Prison. As a 
result 15 inmates received 
Christ as t heir Savior. Lam
mersfeld work ed with Ch ap
lain Paul Conquest. 

+ Jimmy Drumwright 
has been called as pastor of 
Ashport Baptist Church, Rip
ley. · 

+ Mt. Zion Baptist Church , 
Bethel · Springs, recently called 
Bill Mcilwain, interim pas
tor, as pastor . 

+ Southside Baptist 
Church, Dyersburg, has called 
Jeremy Shelton as minister 
of youth effective Jan. 19. 

+ Bradley Marla_r began 
serving as minister of youth, 
First Baptist Church, Michie, 
Jan. 1. He is a student at Blue. 
Mountain College, Blue Moun
tain, Miss. 

+· Reed Mullins. has bee11 
called as ~ssociate pastor and 
Bra~don C~le as youth dir.ee
tor of Piney Flats Baptist 
Church, Piney Flats. 

+ Keith Sumner has been 
called as pastor of First Bap
tist Church.) Gleason, effective 
Feb. 2. He formerly was pastor 
of P oplar Grove Baptist 
Church, Trenton. 

+ Dowelltown Baptist 
Church, Dowelltown recented 
voted to license Jeff Cripps to 
the ministry. 

+Darrell Slagle Jr., has · 
been called as pastor of Cherry 
Grove Baptist Church, Jones
borough. H e has served as 
youth minister and assistant 
pastor of churches and sung 
with two music groups. 

+ Les Smith has been 
called as youth director, Clark 
Street Baptist Church, John
son City. 

+ Joel Cook has been 
called as pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Jonesborough. He 
has served as youth pastor and 
assistant pastor of a church in 
Bristol, Va. 

+ Joy Phillips Fenner re
cently has been elected to the . 
board of trustees of the South
ern Baptist Convention 
Woman's Missionary Union 
Foundation. Fenn~r is interim 
director , Tennessee WMU and 
executive director-treasurer 
emeritus of Texas WMU . 

Churches 
+ First Baptist Church, 

Hickory Withe, will dedicate 
its new building Feb. 23. 

+ Forest Hills Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will hold 
the conference, ·"When Cupid 
Is Stupid," for singles Feb. 21-
23. It will be led by Harold 
Ivan Smith speaker and au
thor of Kansas City, Mo. For 
more information, contact the 
church a t (615) 373-8074 or 
fhbc@fhbc.org. 

+ Walnut Grove Baptist 
Church, Dover, has collected 
$1,000 for the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Inter
national Mission s. The 
church's goal was $350. To in
form members, the church's 
Woman's Missionary Union 
held a short program about the 
offering on Jari. 12, reported 
J an etta Nelson of the WMU. 
And they hope to receive more. 
The church draws about 30 
each week to Sunday School. 

+ New Market Baptist 
Church, New Market, will 
host a Total Church Life Con
ference Feb. 14-15. Darrell 
Robinson, former evangelism 
director of the North American 
Mission Board and author will 
speak, For more information, 
call the church at (865) 475-
4862. 

. + Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro, ·will 
host a benefit concert for 
James Rober;t Albert, 36, Feb. 
16 from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Albert 
had both arms severed in a _ 
farm accident on Nov. 9. One 
arm has been reattached. The 
Cavali~rs of Shelbyville and By 
Faith will sing. Lunch will be 
served by (he church from 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. For 
more information, contact Lisa 
Harrell at animallover _95®
msn.com. 

Associations 
+ Members of churches in 

Chilhowee Baptist. Associa· 
tion, based in Maryville, have 
given $13,300 to construct a 
building for the Morris Indian 
Mission in Oklahoma. 

+ Holston Baptist Asso-

TenneScene 

MOLLY LEWIS, left, and Mary Creson, right, of Hillcfare- 8apt1 

Church, Clarksville, stand with Janet Thompson at the Womer 
Enrichment Ministry Leadership Forum held by LifeWay Christi! 
Resources in Nashville recently. The Tennesseans were prepc 
ing to implement the Woman to Woman Mentoring Ministry 
LifeWay at Hilldale Church. Thompson was the keynote speak 
of the forum and is an author. The event drew about 300 wome1 

ciation, based in Johnson 
City, a nd Central Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, will 
hold the seminar, "Communi
cating Effectively With a Post
modern Culture/ F eb. 25 at 
the church. Voddie Baucham, 
Christian apologist and evan
gelist, will speak. The seminar 
is a part of the · association's 
2003 Leadership Institute se
ries. For more information, call 
the association office at ( 423) 
929-1196. 

+ Shelby Baptist Associ
a~ion, based in Memphis, will 
host a One Day Evangelism 
Rally Feb. 24 at Bellevue Bap
tist Church, Cordova, from 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Bobby 
Welch, pastor, First Baptist 

. Church, Daytona Beach, Fla., 
will speak. Welch developed 
the FAITH · evan g-elism 
through Sunday School str~te
gy. For more information, call 
the association at (901) 373-
6161. 

+ The Youth Council of 
Loudon County Baptist As
sociation, based in Lenoir 

City, will host Russ Lee, lei 
singer of Newsong Feb. 19 
the Lenoir High School audi 
rium at 7 p.m. For more inti 
mation, call the associatien 

. (865) 986-2292. 

Statewide 
Events 

-+ The Tenn:essee Bapt 
Conve.ntion's Church Sta 
Leadership Group will of( 
the "On Top of the Mollj 
tain Retreat" for ministe 
and spouses Feb. 27 - March 
It will be h eld in Gatlinbu1 

' . 
Lea ding th·~ retreat will 
Charles Lowery of the Low 
Institute for Excellence, Al 
querque, N.M.; F red Lt1ter 
pastor of New Orleans, L 

. James Shaddix of New Orle~ 
(La.) Baptist Theological Serl 
nary; and Dick and Mel T 
ney, musicians of Brentwo 
For more information, conti 
Charlotte Hanson at (615) 3 
7908 or J oy Cl ay-Corby 
(615) 371-2018 or either at 
800-558-2090. 

Tennessee entities sponsor c 
For Baptist and Reflector 

NASliVILLE - Two Tennessee institutiops have 
up to sp,Qnsoz; a Baptist Heritage Preaching Contest. The 
tist Histo,ry a-nd Herltage Society based at the Tennessee 

' tist Convention Baptist Center and the H. Franklin 
Chair of Biblical Studie$ aad Preaching at Belmont U 
here, announce the second annual Baptist Heritage t'rEtaCJ: 
Contest. Last year's entries came from 12 states and three 
eign countries. 

The contest seeks to encourage preaching that --~LJ't'u""' 
Baptist heritage and principles and is open to anyone 
currently preaching. 

The following awards will be given: $400 - first prize, 
- second prize, and $200 - third prize. In addition, 
$1,000 will be given the first-prize winner to cover eXJJieJ 
for a trip to preach the sermon at the BH&HS's annual 
ing on the campus of Mary Hardin-Baylor University, 
Texas, in May. 

Sermons will be judged on biblical accurancy, attE!ntlO 
traditional historical/heritage issues, originality, and 
n ess of topic. 

The sermon must focus on some aspect(s) of Baptist 
itage and principles. The length of the manuscript .......... .... 
2,500 words or less. All manuscripts must be submitted 
BH&HS by March 1. For more information go to www 
tisthistory.org or call1-800-966-2278. a 


