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ELL — The second an-
eat Commission Prayer
nce offered by the Ten-
SBaptist Convention pro-
rayer needs and strate-
‘participants and provid-
L time to pray. The con-
drew about 350 people
> Baptist Church here
22
Pierson of the TBC staff
rdinated the conference,
aged the crowd to tell
’re very dependent upon
ad we want what He
He quoted from Joshua
:ﬂctlfy yourselves for to-
“morrow the
Lord will do

wonders

among you.”
Pierson also
reported on

the develop-
ment of 1,267
Tennessee
| Baptist Inter-
 who regularly pray for
'S he coordinates. He dis-
+ those concerns at least
by email and a phone

 this
week's
news

v sexual orientation
Dosal in Nashville limit-
0 government posi-
8 — Page 2

1 ly of Human Life
1day holds special

ﬂlli‘y TV sinks to new
— Page 4

i l

}1}' ow what your church is
| 'ing through the Cooper-
- ve Program. — Pages
16

message service and regularly
via TBC web site and prayer
gram.

Pierson said he hopes to en-
large the ministry to 3,000 in-
tercessors by 2004. He hopes
that will involve at least one in-
tercessor from every Tennessee
Baptist church, of which there
are 3,000.

Keynote speaker

John Franklin of LifeWay
Christian Resources, Nashville,
challenged participants to pray
for the United States and spiri-
tual awakening in the country.

Franklin, prayer ministry/
discipleship specialist at Life-
Way, noted the warnings God
gave nations, referring to Hosea
5, Amos 1-2, and Jeremiah 18.
God is warning America now, he
said, because of the misdeeds of

- Americans. Americans have

turned away from God even
though God has “blessed this na-
tion immensely,” said Franklin.
In 1963, the reading of the
Bible and prayer “was made ille-
gal in our schools,” said

‘Franklin. Bible reading and

prayer ‘also were removed from
many othéY.platforms, he added.
Bgferr’iri}g to God’s judgment,

- |J
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JOHN FRANKLIN of LifeWay Christian Hesaurces Nashwﬂe Vis-
its with Janice Scruggs of First-Baptist Church, Dandridge, after
one of the conference sessions. — Photo by Connie Davis

Franklin noted President John
Kennedy was assassinated and
many Americans adopted the
drug culture and “free sex.”

“He (God) turned us over to
ourselves,” said Franklin.

Then the Supreme Court
ruled on Roe v. Wade, which le-
galized abortion. The Vietnam
War occurred, in which 57,000
Americans were killed. Adul-
tery and fornication became
more popular.

Current society reveals the
further decline of the United

- States, said Franklin. The bat-

tle for the adoption of the homo-
sexual agenda has been won by
homosexuals, he said. And God
is regularly blasphemed. For ex-
ample, a play was held at.the
University of Tennessee recent-
ly in which Jesus was portrayed
das a homosexual and his disci-
ples as his lovers.

“There is absolutely no fear

nnesseclns Ieurn prayer neeels, strategies

of God in this land,” declared
Franklin.

“Does God play favorites?” he
asked. He responded by ex-
plaining God does not give Him-
self to everyone equally. He
“comes to those who fear Him,”
he said. God comes to those who
have a dynamic, intimate rela-
tionship with Him, described
Franklin.

Was God trying to get the at-
tention of America by allowing
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,
2002? he asked.

Spiritual awakening in a
country has been preceded by
an awareness of the country’s
sins by even one person and
then prayer and repentence, he
advised. Americans must repent
even though we're “flesh” and

flesh “never wants to put itself
to death.”

He said he is praying for God
to “give someone a national
platform who will speak to the
sins of this nation.

God has “entrusted you with
a radical call ... to get on your
face before Him until He estab-
lishes this nation again for
Him,” he told the crowd.

— See Tennesseans, page 6

Nashw"e church purchases Wyneite home for youth

By Edn Cu y
Bapttst Press

NASHVILLE — What once
was the home of Tammy
Wynette (whose recording of
“Stand By Your Man” became
the biggest selling single in the
history of country music) is now
home to the youth of Judson
Baptist Church here.

Hank Williams Sr. originally
owned the home. Wynette be-
came owner, added rooms, and
moved into the 12,000-sq. ft.
home on Franklin Road in 1992.
The First Lady of Country Mu-
sic died in the home in 1998,
and the house was sold in 2000.
At that time, Judson Baptist
wanted to purchase the home
(which is adjacent to the
church) for ministry use, but
another party outbid the
church.

When it became available
again, discussion renewed

about purchasing the property.
The church also was in the
process of hiring a new senior
pastor, David Wilson.

“When I came in April [2002]
to talk to the Pastor Search
Committee for the first time,
the property was for sale, and
we had talked about the possi-
bility of the church buying it,”
Wilson told Baptist Press.
“When I was flying home, it was
like the pilot took me right over
that property. We banked right
over it, and I was looking
straight down on the property
when I was leaving. 1 said,
‘Lord, if I come here we have to
have that property.’”

Wilson told the search com-
mittee that regardless of
whether he became pastor, they
needed to purchase the Wynette
home if they wanted their
church to grow. The property is
the third lot from the church,
and Judson Baptist owns the
two lots in between. Not only
would the home give added
space with a famous connection,
the rest of the 3.68 acres would
allow additional parking if the
church builds a new auditorium
in the future.

Judson Baptist purchased

the property for $1 million in
the fall of 2002, and Wilson not-
ed it was the first unanimous
vote the church had taken in
years. About 40 families agreed
to underwrite the loan note so
the church would not be bur-
dened with tremendous debt. In
November, a love offering
raised about $110,000 for reno-
vation of the property.

“My vision is that it will be a
first-class youth facility,” Wilson
said of the home. “The youth at
this church have never really
had a place to call their own.”

The church recently hired a
new youth pastor, Dan DeWitt,
a graduate of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louis-
ville, Ky. “The house was a
draw for us when interviewing
for the position because it
showed that the church places a
great importance on youth and
is expanding to reach the com-
munity,” DeWitt said. “It shows
their obedience to what God 1s
calling them to do.”

DeWitt and his wife, April,
are temporarily living in one

section of the Wynette house
until their home in Louisville is
sold. They've made Wynette’s
master bedroom their living
room and bedroom, and
Wynette’'s beauty parlor serves
as a temporary kitchen. The for-
mer master bath is now their
bathroom, complete with a
steam room, free-standing sinks
and an 8x8 tub that takes hours
to fill. The portion of the house
they now inhabit provides more
space than most small homes.

“We tell all our seminary
friends that this is what they
can look forward to getting after
graduation,” DeWitt joked. He
also added seriously that they
are going to purchase walkie-
talkies to use throughout differ-
ent parts of the house because
they can’t hear each other
speak without them.

While the church waits for
the proper permit to clear in or-
der to begin renovation, the 50-
60 youth are using the 7 bed-
room, 7.5 bath home for Sunday
School classes.

— See Nashville, page 3
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House passes
cloning ban

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The House of
Representatives easily approved,
as expected, a comprehensive
ban on human cloning Feb. 27.

The House voted 241-155 in
favor of the Human Cloning Pro-
hibition Act, H.R. 534, which
bars cloning not only for the pur-
pose of reproducing a child but
with the intention of creating an
embryo on which to perform re-
search. Before adopting the bill,
the members rejected an at-
tempt to amend the measure to
allow the cloning of embryos for
experimentation. -

“The House of Representa-
tives has taken the first step to-
ward preventing terrible human
tragedy in the form of human
clones coming forth from labora-
tories with painful, tragic, and
fatal deformities,” said Richard
Land, president of the Southern
Baptist Ethics & Religious Lib-
erty Commission. “The hour is
late, and it is imperative that
the Senate follow the leadership
of the House as quickly as possi-
ble and put on the president’s
desk, as he has asked, a bill that
bans all human cloning for
whatever reason.”

Observers expected the com-
fortable vote margin in the House
approval of the comprehensive
ban. The battle over cloning will
intensify in the Senate..In the
last session, the Senate never
voted on a cloning ban. This time,
Sen. Sam Brownback, R.-Kan.,
who sponsored a comprehensive
ban in the previous session,
again is pushing such a prohibi-
tion. Sen. Orrin Hatch, R.-Utah,
18 sponsoring legislation that
would ban reproductive cloning
but permit research cloning. His
bill would not allow an embryo to
survive beyond 14 days. [

Court won’t hear
pledge case again

Baptist Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The
Pledge of Allegiance appears
headed to the U.S. Supreme
Court.,

The U.S. Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals announced Feb. 28 it
would not reconsider a June de-
cision in which it ruled the
pledge’s inclusion of “under God”

1s a violation of the First

Amendment’s ban on govern-
ment establishment of religion.
A three-member panel issued
that opinion. The court had been
asked to rehear the case as an
l11-member panel but rejected
that option in its latest an-
nouncement.

The Ninth Circuit Court,
which is located in San Francis-
co, also issued an amended opin-
ion that maintained the central
holding in the case. The ruling
will affect public school class-
rooms in the nine western states
of the Ninth Circuit.

The only recourse for a re-
versal of the decision is the

national / state news

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — A “more
modest” proposal for special
sexual orientation protections
in Nashville law has been intro-
duced by the councilman whose
first proposals ignited a wave of

opposition from the rehglnus
community.

Councilman Chris Ferrell

| has introduced a new proposal
to amend Nashville’s anti-dis-
crimination codes to institute
protection for sexual orienta-
tion within the metro govern-
ment, not the community at
large. Ferrell’s co-sponsor for

the measure is Councilwoman
Eileen Beehan. _

- Ferrell and Beehan with-
drew two controversial propos-

1155 0

als for sexual orientation
: pmtectmns during the metro
cot -Eeb 4 meetmg Ferrell ;

said at the time a new proposal
would be forthcoming to meet
concerns voiced by two city le-
gal officials. |

“I don’t think it's a defeat,”
Ferrell told The Tennessean
dall:,r newspaper Feb. 26. “This
is a more modest step than
what we originally proposed.”

Ferrell projected that at

least 21 of the 40 council mem-

~ bers will support the new pro-

posal, which will get the first of
three required readings during
council’s March 4 meeting. He
told the newspaper he hopes
the council will set an example
by joining local businesses that
already have adopted non-dis-
crimination measures in sexual
orientation.

Ferrell is a member of Glen-
dale Baptist Church in
Nashville, which employs a les-

blan meﬁter an& 15 an aﬁ'illate-

New metro proposal excludes community at le

of the Alliance of Baptis

that supports hom:
rights and ordaining ¢
sexual clergy. _:

Ferrell‘s on

organizations in _'__j'_" g |

homosexuals. It qu

business communiti _'

of the measure. Barm]]

ted a second gm_ﬁ’ ?;tt

such an exem
countered the

within the rehglous»a "
ness sectors along wi il

questions raised by the

director and by council

counsel.

Southern Baptist
tion leaders based in | B
and churches in the ! B§
area have been am&n
ponents B} oo s

Supreme Court.

In its June decision, the panel
overturned a 1954 act of Con-
gress that inserted the phrase
“under God” after the phrase
“one nation” in the pledge.

The panel’s June decision im-
mediately ignited a firestorm of
criticism — and not just from re-
ligious conservatives. The panel
quickly stayed enforcement of
the ruling. The Senate promptly
approved a resolution affirming
the pledge by a 99-0 vote. In ear-
ly October, the House of Repre-
sentatives passed a similar mea-
sure by a 401-5 vote. O

NBC targets Jerry

Vines’ comments
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE Tom
Brokaw, anchor of “NBC Nightly
News,” painted a noted South-
ern Baptist pastor as “Preaching
hate” during his Feb. 25 news-
cast.

‘Brokaw, at the outset of the
program, touted an upcoming
segment focusing on Jerry Vines,
pastor of First Baptist Church in
Jacksonville, Fla., with three
clipped sentences: “Preaching
hate. When words from the pul-
pit sound like words of war.
American versus American.”

The targeting of Vines, a for-
mer Southern Baptist Convention
president, stems from Vines’ dec-
laration durlng the 2002 SBC
Pastors’ Conference in St. Louis
that the Muslim prophet Muham-.
mad was a “demon-possessed pe-
dophile” for having married one of
his wives at age 6 and consum-
mating the union when she was
9. Vines later cited Islamic writ-
ings known as the Hadith as the
source of his statement.

Brokaw, introducing the seg-
ment in the waning moments of
the broadcast, stated, “Tonight
we begin an occasional series vis-
iting American cities and towns
as the United States moves clos-
er to war. In the days right after
9/11, understandably, there was
a great deal of talk in this coun-

try about not blaming the at-
tacks on Islam itself, or Muslims
generally. President Bush visited
a mosque and talked about the
need for tolerance. Apparently,
that message didn’t reach a pow-
erful Baptist preacher in north-
ern Florida. NBC’s Bob Faw
tonight on the Christian fault
lines in Jacksonville.”

Because of a “bold” message
from First Baptist, Jacksonville,
Faw said, “some true believers
here are terrified. ... Jack-
sonville’s Muslims, devout and

‘thoughtful, complain the atmos-

phere is being poisoned.” Faw
noted that one Muslim woman
no longer lets her children wear
Muslim-looking garb in public.
The woman states that Vines’
preaching “incites an unrest; it
incites an us-against-them type
of mentality.”

The NBC segment accorded
Vines only two sentences: “These
statements were correct,” Vines is
shown saying. “I have not had
any rebuttal from the statements,
from a scholarly point of view.”

And two brief clips of Vines
preaching were shown. “Oh,
preach, ladies and gentlemen;
preach, preacher; preach the
Word,” Vines was saying in the
first clip; in the second: “Ladies
and gentlemen, all religions are
not equally true, all religions are
not [applause breaks into the re-
mainder of the sentence].”

In a Feb. 26 release to the
Florida Baptist Witness, Vines
challenged the NBC news seg-
ment, stating in part:

“I have been preaching the
loving gospel of Jesus Christ for
49 years. I challenge NBC
Nightly News, or anyone, to find
one single sentence, word or syl-
lable of hate in any message I
have delivered during those
years,” Vines said.

“It is certainly not hate to tell
the truth about any religion
based upon its own authoritative
documents. It is certainly not
hate to say that all religions are

not the same, nor equally true

(any elementary school child of
average intelligence knows

) 7
that). It is not hate to |\ on
that Jesus said, ‘I an m OF

the truth, the life, no:

to the Father but by E er

14:6).”

“Is it fair that th @d )
use a single line in \ @& I d

firmed my belief i in ¢

freedom, my love for p jk
___falths and my great |
> penp_le might come tuagl al
- vatien which is avail le i@l
through Jesus Chri *
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one single member of &
gation (who have hsb

preach for over 20
was given a
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Vines also stated, “ &
derstanding that good
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NBC Nightly News v

The story was so poc
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E.V. Hill dies

Baptist Press
LOS ANGELES - |

the pastor of Mt. Zi M
ary Baptist Church b 8

came a leader in the
movement and was

Time magazine as on
en most outstandinj
in the United Statei
24 at age 69. He als¢
ular speaker at Prom
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ul pts another baby several wee weeks later

‘ hm mnie Davis
iy | -t and Reflector
Eiﬂah SHVILLE — Roger and
ify= *oindexter waited for 14
hlnrgi_.J for what they received
z! 19. Appropriately it was
‘ﬁﬂmg(— ity of Human Life Sunday
rahﬁ 1{ uthern Baptists.

iy, | that day, they viewed for
Ml.r ~st time and then received
nosad =by girl they had adopted.
ﬁ%hll Washwille couple received
%@;ﬁll an as a huge crowd
-~ ".ixed. The crowd included
ong s nngre':gatmn of Thomas
by 0 Baptist Church, Lynch-
W;M'L Va,, and the viewing audi-

¥ - f “Thomas Road Live,” the
i sir'“ -oadcast of the church’s
Ty { mg worship service which
he) vised in all 50 states. Jer-
: 5"4 lwell, pastor, led in the
am“fr-r Jtation.
‘ = Poindexter, a member of
—— | 2nnessee Baptist Conven-
ateyl staff, and her husband,
| TaPl > an employee of LifeWay
fa w1l cian Resources, Nashville,
ut by #| Antroduced by Falwell af-
il explamed the couple was

ot ha wing the baby from the
. v;i]r for unwed mothers and
o kon agency of Falwell Min-

lefl . They joined him next to

e forp F alpit:

ey | g recewed Morgan from
mehli 511 as he said, “She’s all
,avaui: » Then Falwell stepped
Chri, % and told Roger he could
ﬂﬂ“ﬁff nis place so he could see
berﬂi-'liﬂn Spontaneously Pat,
velits| g at Morgan, said, “We've

r g, = waiting a long time for
chant - 3

[ prescll: iwel] asked Roger if he
ited, 1 L like to say something if
t gl sn’t speechless.

T andﬁ zer said, “She’s an answer
ewswﬁi‘ vyer ... . There’s hundreds
S0 pmﬁ ople I'EJOIClng today and
1fm-ﬁm just praising the Lord.”

pur{ ﬁﬂi
e NE{J_E’

A double blessing

The Poindexters waited two
years for an expectant mother
of the Liberty Godparent Home
of Falwell Ministries to place
her child for adoption through
its Family Life Services and to
choose them to be its adoptive
parents.

They had met all of the pro-

gram’s requirements and at-
tended meetings every other
month with birth mothers. In
December when they were
about to reach the end of a cou-
ple’s term of involvement in the
adoption program, two birth
mothers wanted to interview
them. :
When one of those birth
mothers chose them, they were
ecstatic. The result was receiv-
ing Morgan.

Then the unexpected oc-
curred. The Poindexters were
visiting the agency to complete
some documents on Morgan.
They learned the other birth
mother who had interviewed
them still wanted to consider
them even though she knew
they had received Morgan.

They agreed to meet with her
because, they told agency offi-
cials, they had prayed about
this possibility after the inter-
views. And they had told the
Lord “as long as He opened
doors, we would walk thruugh
them, » said Pat.

The birth mother asked them
if they would be the parents of
her expected son and they said
yes. On Feb. 24 they drove to
Virginia again and received
Ryan.

Morgan was born Dec. 22
and Ryan Jan. 20.

“They will be like twins and
people raise twins every day,”
said Pat. She sees the gift of
the babies as blessings from

God in His timing.

“The Lord knows what we

can handle,” she stated.
Misplaced fears

Pat Poindexter, 40, who has
served on the TBC staff for 16
years, said through the process
of deciding on adoption and
then becoming an adoptive par-
ent, she has become an advocate
for and educator on adoption.

The biggest misconception
people have is that adoptive
parents have something to fear
from the birth parents, said Pat.

“We love our birth mothers,”
said Pat. “They truly love Mor-
gan and Ryan. They are to be
honored, not to be shamed.”

Both birth mothers made the
unselfish decision to place their
children in a home with two
Christian parents, which they
could not provide, explained
Pat.

The couple plans for the
birth mothers to hold special
roles in their children’s lives.
One way they acknowledged
that was in naming the babies.
They chose Morgan Natalie Joy
and Ryan Joshua Gene Ellis,
which incorporate names cho-
sen by the birth mothers.

The Poindexters have
learned a lot through the
process. For example, they view
the birth moms as aunts. That
view gives them a perspective
on the role of the birth moms
and its boundarics. For exam-
ple, none of Morgan’s or Ryan’s
aunts would ever try to take
them to be their own children,
explained Poindexter. But they
love them with an unselfish
love and want the best for
them.

The Poindexters want the
birth parents to have relation-
ships early on with their chil-
dren. If they wait to meet the

Tennessee news .

Family receives adopted baby on sanchty of life day

PAT AND ROGEH POINDEXTER of Nashwﬁe hold their newly
adopted children, Ryan, left, and Morgan. — Photo by Connie Davis

birth parents until early adoles-
cence, it can become a big event
fraught with anxiety, they ex-
plained.
Long wait

The Poindexters learned
about Family Life Services of
Falwell Ministries after work-
ing with an adoption agency in
Middle Tennessee for several
years. They were impressed by
the home and service, which
have been in operation for 20
ycars. -

Family Life Services has
placed over 300 children for
adoption. In the Liberty God-
parent Home, the expectant
mothers study parenting and
budgeting so they can make a
good decision on whether to par-
ent their child or choose an
adoption plan for them, de-
scribed Pat Poindexter.

As she looks back, Poindex-

ter can see God’s hand guiding
everything. For instance, as
their term with Family Life Ser-
vices drew to an end, the
Poindexters relaxed their stan-
dards and agreed to accept a
baby whose mother had taken
drugs, including alcohol. Thank-
fully, neither birth mother of
their children had.

She feels somewhat prepared

for parenthood by her childhood
experiences. Those included

helping her mother, Nell Quar-
les now of Pontotoe, Miss., oper-
ate a daycare center in their
home.

“God has truly blessed us
and we are having a great
time,” said Pat Poindexter.

The Liberty Godparent
Home, where unwed mothers
can live without charge, and
Family Life Services can be
reached at 1-800-LGCHILD. O

“lashville church purchases Wynetie home for youth ...

ntlnuad from page 1
€ rooms are spacious, and

iles

a place to hang out.
i ',_,_‘_'lmra 1t Once it gets dec-

orated it will be a lot more fun,
and I think we’ll have a lot of
people come,” said Judson
youth member Kara Cook, 13.
“I know of some friends at
school that I want to invite. 1
think they’d be really surprised
that we have this big house for

the youth and the church.”

The broad, open rooms would
be ideal for fellowships. The
built-in big-screen television
cabinet, fireplace, and projec-
tion screen would be good for
Super Bowl parties or other
gatherings. In the summer, the

--------
...........

this lwme on Frankhn Road next to Judson Baptfst Church, Nashville, used to be
1 music legends Hank Williams Sr., and Tammy Wynette. RIGHT, Judson
‘stands at the entrance of the home which will house the youth group

Phoms by Morris Abernathy.

outdoor pool, fountain, and
pavilion area would be excellent
party environments, Wilson
said. One idea is to turn the
kitchen area into a ’50s diner
for the teenagers. Possible plans
for one room include a rock
climbing wall. Whatever plans

they finally settle on, the activi-
ty center will be unlike any-
thing available at most church-
es.

Wilson said it’s still too early
to tell how many youth from
outside the church will be
drawn in because of the unique
youth facility, but he expects it
to be a hit. He said the Judson
youth are already excited, and
with several high schools with-
in a short distance of the
church, the potential is great.

“We're thinking of a theme of
‘Stand By Your Youth’ or ‘From
Wynette to Worship,” ” Wilson
joked. But he realizes the seri-
ous opportunities that could
arise from the acquisition of a
home with such ties to the his-
tory of country music.

Tour buses still pull over in
front of the house, he said. The
church has considered having a
community open house once
renovation moves along as a
way to let the public come in-
side and see what has beeén
done with the house. 1
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Reality TV sinks fo new low with

guest
columnist

By Todd E. Brady

The explosion of reality tele-
vision shows like “Survivor,”
“The Bachelor,” “The Bache-
lorette,” “I’'m a Celebrity Get
Me Out of Here!,” and “Are You
Hot?” is a sad and shining tes-
timony of our culture’s fascina-
tion with image, popularity,
and novelty. People every-
where are rushing home from
work, scrambling to get supper
ready, gulping it down, and
racing to the couch so they can
finally have some reality in
their day. Many sit through
these shows gasping with wide
eyes and open mouths asking,
“Can you believe that?”

The growing incredulity of
what people are able and will-
ing to do on national television
draws back more and more
people for more potent doses of
“reality.”

Now, with the culture’s dic-
tate that television be more
real than it was on the last re-

Planning meetings are ticket to healthy Sunday Sféhools,

.
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By Ken Marler

Editor's Note: The following is
the ninth in a series of articles.

We all see the need. We need
to plan for good Bible study to
take place. Every leader has
made us repeat, “If you aim at
nothing you will hit it every
time.”

We know good planning
makes our work so much more
effective. So, if we know all of
this, why do we not make plan-
ning a priority? Successful work
demands careful, well-planned
outcomes or there will be inade-
quate results. Can you imagine
how many hours of off field
work it takes for a football team
to play one game? How many
endless hours of planning, de-
signing, reconfiguring, and
strategy sessions does it take to
create that one 30 second televi-
sion commercial? How much
time did the team spend on cre-
ating that one brochure sure to
catch your eye?

If you want the outcome to
produce a healthy product,
there must be a planning
process in place.

So, if Sunday School is to be
successful in reaching people for
Christ and in building Great
Commission Christians, does it
just happen because we all
show up? I think not! The pur-

ality show, we await the soon-
coming “Married by America”
on Fox Television. This latest
show will feature five couples
who are paired for the purpose
of allowing the American peo-
ple to watch and vote on which
couple should be married.

The couple chosen by Ameri-
ca will win one million dollars if
they can stay married for 180
days. Forget individual prefer-
ence or even personal commit-
ment. These people are plan-
ning to do whatever the
American people tell them to do.
Those appearing on “Married by
America” are submitting their
wills and indeed their futures to
the popular opinions of the pop-
ulace. Let the American people
watch! Let the American people
vote! And by all means, and
above all else, let the American
people be entertained!

Before television, if people
wanted reality, they had to live
their own lives. Now, through
daytime soap operas, situation
comedies, evening dramas, and
reality shows society can expe-
rience the realities of others
through the big box that sits as
the centerpiece of dens and liv-
ing rooms across America.
Many seem to be content living

poses of Sunday School will nev-
er be realized until we develop
the strategy and design to com-
municate the vision. Leadership
Planning meetings are just the
ticket to having a healthy Sun-
day School.

The absolutely worse-case
scenario for a Sunday School
leadership meeting 1is to
overview next Sunday’s lesson.
I have seen and heard of many,
many meetings meet a timely
and needed death after several
months of trying the Sunday
School lesson overview tech-
nique. Some of the time in the
meeting needs to focus on Bible
Study for next Sunday but not
all of it.

The Sunday School Leader
magazine from LifeWay Christ-
ian Resources has some good
suggestions for this meeting.
The March 2003 issue has ma-
terial devoted to the leadership
meeting. Also in the Sunday
School Leader magazine is a
helpful outline of
what to do in this
meeting. This outline
is always on the next
to last page of the

vicariously through the actions
of others and attempting to
achieve desired intimacy

‘through images on a two-di-

mensional screen.

This latest reality show is
another cause for concern.
While many in our nation will
watch and exercise the democ-
ratic privilege of voting, one’s
thoughts about this show must
not focus on democracy, televi-
sion, or even entertainment.
Rather, such reflection should
revolve around the nature of
marriage itself. -

Marriage is serious and sa-
cred. The union that exists be-
tween a man and a woman is to
be a permanent, life-long rela-
tionship. Established by God,
marriage is a sacred institution
where man and woman become
one flesh (Genesis 2:24). Paul
spoke of marriage in terms of
Christ’s love for the Church
and its implications for mar-
riage (Ephesians 5:22-25).

“Married by America”
cheapens the God-ordained in-
stitution of marriage by using
it solely as a shallow avenue
for monetary gain. The worth
of a couple’s relationship is not
valued because of the covenant
of marriage but because the

how the Sunday School classes
relate to the overall mission and
vision of the church. Remember
to keep in front of the class at
all times the reason we are do-
ing this, to reach people for
Christ and to build great com-
mission Christians. Focus on
mission will help us turn out-
ward instead of inward.

(2) Focus on People. It is in-
deed tragic when someone tries
and succeeds in joining a Sun-
day School class and three
months later they can’t be
found. What happened, who
failed and what can we do to
keep this from happening
again?

The leadership meeting
should focus a large portion of
time to people. Member’s min-

istry needs, prospects, prospects

ministry needs, fellowship ac-
tivities, missionary member
needs, and evangelism training
needs.

Is everyone using his or her

P« Preacher's Kids

magazine. The sug- [ HEY DAD, WHAT IS | IT'S A SHORT TERM
gestion is to design { AN INTERIM PASTOR WITH LESS
the meeting around PASTOR ? HEADACHE AND

four focus areas.

(1) Focus on Mis-
sion. Communicate
the vision, communi-
cate the adniinistra-
tion issues, and com-
municate the church
vision and its work.

It is imperative
that the leaders know

STRESS.
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‘Married by Americ

couple can stick it out, endur-
ing the marriage for 180 days.
According to the show, only
then will the man and woman
fully realize the value of mar-
riage — a financial value of one
million dollars. Motivated by
money and unconcerned with
the seriousness of a vow (Num-
bers 30:1) the participants of
this show will be trampling
holy matrimony as they run to-

"ward celebrity status and

worldly wealth.

The seriousness of marriage
should not be trivialized as a
tool of entertainment for the
masses. Nor should it be used
as a way of making money.
Marriage is an end in itself and
not a means to another end.

Paul’s words to the young
Timothy should be sobering for
us all: “For the love of money is
a root of all kinds of evil. Some
people, eager for money, have
wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many
griefs” (I Timothy 6:10). From
the deceptions of Ananias and
Sapphira in Acts 5 to the ac-
tions of Clay Carter III in John
Grisham’s King of Torts, it is
obvious that the consequences
of loving money are disastrous.

“Married by America” may

spiritual gift? How many people
have we sent out to teach in
other places (missionary mem-
bers)? Accountability is a key
ingredient here. Are people

reading their Bible daily? What

are the things we need to do to
hold members accountable?
What are the benefits of mem-
bership and how do we measure
those? These are questions that
need to be addressed.

(3) Focus on Bible study.
Bible study should lead people
to live God’s Word. How can we
make this happen in a better
more effective way? This part
of the meeting is a time to eval-
uate and fine-tune how we
communicate God’s truths so
that people will live God’s
Word.

Evaluate last week’s session.
Was adequate time given to
practical application or was the
session mostly Bible content?
Too often we give all of, or most

of our time to content informa-

entertain for a season. Byt
tory will tell its ultimate i
upon us. Statistics rel_atgﬂg
vorce in our society are §
ing. Families are torn g
and the children of broken
tionships are usually left &
gling with issues of intip
and belonging the rest of |
lives. The issues of marr
and divorce affect not ont,
man and woman whu g;i
ence them, but the
society around them. The
ly is built upon the found
of the marriage fshhnm
Strong communities
grounded in the familiaa-!
compose them. Nationg
built upon those cnmmuﬁiﬁ‘f |

The nature and founds
of the marriage relationshj
the fabric of society neo
tates that it be revered,

The trivializing of marg |
and the complete disregan
its sanctity may not prevg &
young couple from being ‘i §
ried by America,” but in 8/
long run the institutio
marriage as well as the fa
of our society will end up by
further marred by Amerig |
— Brady is minister to the
versity at Union Unwersut
Jackson >

|

tion and tack on at thé‘{
some application materiali|
get to it at all. |
Discuss how Bible Btud?
actually influence how W&%
this week. Then on Sunda
prepared to challenge thet|
to live God’s Word this week &
(4) After the meetmgrl_ E“"
part of the meeting takEEI -
after the meeting is over. ! @
ing preparations for du
Prayer, further study, com
nication with other leadg B

follow-up, are all thing
need to do before the B §§
study event takes place.  BWl
By giving priority to! §

meeting you will give you
day School a great chance é
ing more than just a plat
Bible information. You can
people actually live Godsrﬁ
(1 — Marler-is growth spegial
the Christian Growth Devé
ment Group of the Tenne: Wi,
Baptist Convention. He ca

reached at (615) 371-7934.
- F
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2aching the

nie Wilkey, editor

s week, many Tennessee Baptist
hes are joining their fellow con-
-ions across the Southern Baptist
antion to pray for missions in
America.
sy also are praying that Southern
sts will give generously to the An-
rmstrong Easter Offering for
American Missions.
smotional materials from NAMB
d us that the Annie Armstrong
= Offering “is more than an offer-
+Yelope and an annual emphasis.
e offering is a practical way to
‘hange lives through the power of
spel. When people give to the of-
, they know that their gifts will
nsformed into missionary salaries
applies. They are helping others
he message of Christ and respond
h to His plan of salvation. Behind
»enny given, there is a Southern
it who believes in what our mis-
‘ies are doing and are affirming
2ed to equip them to share the
with those who need the Savior.”
of the funds received through the
Armstrong oﬂ'ering 1s used to di-
4§ support missionaries in the Unit-
tes, Canada, and U.S. territories.
rajority of these missionaries are

helping to start new Southern Baptist
churches. In 2003, Southern Baptists
have set a goal of starting 2,300
churches.

Other missionaries serve in a vari-
ety of settings to minister to people
and their needs in the setting and cir-
cumstances in which they find them-
selves.

Jesus’ mandate to “go ye therefore”
and reach all people with the gospel is
not just an international assignment.
We have an abundant supply of people
who do not have a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ in our own state
and even closer in our own communi-
ties where we live and where we go to
church.

More than 5,000 missionaries and
2,500 chaplains serve through the
North American Mission Board as they
seek to help churches in reaching the
estimated 220 million-plus unbeliev-
ers who reside in the United States
and Canada.

Among those NAMB missionaries
are several who minister in Baptist as-
sociations throughout Tennessee. -

In addition, NAMB sends funds to
Tennessee for evangelism, church
starts, and special missions projects in
our state.

As you pray for missions in Ten-

nessee and North America this week,
here are a few facts about the SBC
North American Mission Board (from
the 2003 Annie Armstrong Easter Of-
fering Promotion Guide):

¢ NAMB was formed in 1997, and is

the successor organization of the Home
Mission Board, which began in 1845.
National offices are located near At-
lanta and in Fort Worth, Texas.

¢ NAMB provides assistance to

churches, associations, and state con-
ventions in church planting and evan-
gelism, including soul-winning train-
ing, interfaith wit-

editorial / opinion

world includes Tennessee, North America

City. Through SFC efforts, which be-
gan in 1998, the cities of Chicago,
Phoenix, Las Vegas, Boston, Seattle,
and Philadelphia have been sites of
concentrated and intentional evange-
lism efforts. Through these efforts in
the first four cities, more than 30,000
professions of faith have been record-

ed and 174 churches have been plant-
ed.

Make a concentrated effort to pray
for our nation in a special way this
week. Reaching the world for Christ
should start at home. O

ness, and church
and community
ministries. Five
key priorities of
NAMB include im-
pacting major
cities, growing eth-
nic congregations,
evangelizing stu-
dents, mobilizing
volunteers for mis-
sions, and reach-
ing Canada.

¢ The Strategic

Focus Cities for
2003-05 are Mia-
mi and New York

" FOR NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS

Week of Prayer for North American Missions

National Goal: $53,000,000

‘Lﬂa
),
RMSTRONG

EASTER OFFERING®

March 2-9

‘jCarolyn R. Tomlin
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vise teacher asked his
ats to give the meaning
word “success.” One stu-
jaid, “Success is having
7 money.” Another said,
1ss is having a career in
you're respected by oth-
Chen another youngster
“Success is self-disci-
' With the last definition,
acher nodded and smiled.
xt, the teacher said,
'k about this: Can ordi-

nary people become a success?”

Yes. Ordinary people can
become a suceess through self-
discipline.

As parents we can help our
children focus on something
they are passionate about. Par-
ents can become an encour-
ager, supporter, and role model
as our children put their ener-
gies into a project. It can
change their world. Ecclesi-
astes 9:10 reads, “Whatever
your hand finds to do, do it
with all your might.”

Look at lives of great men
and women who had parents
and friends who believed in
them. :

The evangelist, Billy Gra-
ham, gives honor to a Sunday
School teacher who taught a

class of young boys. Did this
humble man know at the time
he was helping to prepare a
great man of God — one which
would lead thousands to accept
Christ as Savior?

Former President Jimmy
Carter’s mother set an exam-
ple of helping others less fortu-
nate than herself. Today,
Carter continues to work for
world peace and build houses
for Habitat, an organization
that provides homes for low-in-
come people.

As parents, we prepare our
children for today — the here
and now. But we also prepare
them for the future. Not every-
one can become a star on the
basketball court. Not all chil-
dren can achieve an “A” aver-

nks board

:cently read Bill Caudle’s
(Feb. 5 issue) concerning
sing insurance rates and
ys through the Annuity
| of the Southern Baptist
2ntion. He suggested we
" the line” and say to the
ity Board “stop the bleed-

:el I must respond as one
1as had to face rising in-
ce costs and more.

the note of rising rates, I
| suggest one check with
msuranm cumpames and
ﬂmy did not raise their
as well. I believe one will
-hmt, on average, rates in-
ied from 30-35 percent.
18 across the insurance

I, not just the Annuity

Board. I would also suggest
one check with employers in
his or her area to see what
they pay for insurance cover-
age for their employees. You
will be astounded, I am sure,
to discover that many of them
pay much more than we do.

Also, as a reminder, the An-
nuity Board does not set the
prices for insurance coverage.
Instead, they negotiate with
providers to get the best rates
available. We as ministers are
not allowed to receive group
plans and programs because
no Southern Baptlst minister
or agency employee is required
to be insured with the Annuity
Board (unless the church is
large enough to receive the
group rates).

While that might not seem

fair, the polity of Southern
Baptist churches and the SBC
dictate such. If we ministers
were like other denominations
who are employed by the de-
nomination rather than the
individual church, then we
could receive group policy
rates. But I think I will keep
our polity.

Also, I must mention that I
was married last June. My
wife is a juvenile diabetic and
the comprehensive medical
plan with the Annuity Board
would not provide insurance
coverage for her due to the pre-
existing condition. I knew I
could not get coverage from
other providers, but then the
Annuity Board shared with me
their HMO program and told
me there was no exclusion for

age. Yet, how fortunate is the
child whose parents look for
the 'small measure of success
and build on this. Minute ac-
complishments grow into larg-
er deeds which help create a
successful child. And a child
who lacks self-discipline will
never become the person
Christ intended.

Ideas to build success: .
¢ Give children responsibili-

ty according to their age and
ability.

¢ Expect children to do
their best.

& See each child as an indi-
vidual and not compared to an-
other sibling.

& Offer sincere praise when

a chore is well done.

letters to the editor

pre-existing conditions. While
it was certainly not my first
choice, I switched to that pro-
gram because we had to have
some insurance for my wife.

If it were not for the Annu-
ity Board, I probably would
have had to leave the ministry
and seek secular employment
with insurance benefits to pro-
vide for my family. I appreci-
ate what the Annuity Board
does for us Southern Baptist
ministers.

Duwight Jenkins, pastor
Island Home Baptist
Church

Knoxville 37920

Shocked

I was shocked and disturbed
to read in the Jan. 39 issue
that Glendale Baptist Church

Irents have key role in helplng their children be successful

4 Expect to teach, and re-
teach when necessary.

® Role model character
building traits in your home.

4 Provide unconditional

love.

- Booker T. Washington, au-
thor of Up from Slavery, writ-
ten in 1901 said, “Success is to
be measured not so much by
the position that one has
reached in life as by the obsta-
cles which he has overcome
while trying to succeed.” And
often, the obstacles that one
must deal with, prepares us for
difficult decisions that lay
ahead. 0 — Tomlin is a writer

from Jackson where her hus-
band, Matt, is pastor of Ward'’s
Grove Baptist Church.

in Nashville has called a
woman as associate pastor who
is a lesbian.

The articles said her respon-
sibilities will be to work with
the children and their families.
She will be continuing her
lifestyle with the blessing of
the church.

She stated she “prayed to
change but that didn’t hap-
pen.” Her prayer went to the
wrong god and you spell that
with a small “g.”

This affects every Southern
Baptist Church in the world.
If the Nashville Baptist Asso-
ciation doesn’t address this,
they will be as guilty as the
church.

Vaughn Denton, pastor
Magnolia Baptist Church
Olive Branch, MS 38654
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With help from Nashville pastor

TBC Men’s Ministries

By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Since Ten-
nessee is home to 400,000
hunters, it is natural for Men’s
Ministries of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention to include
the new Tennessee Outdoors-
man‘s Mil’l"
istry and Ten-
nessee Out-
door Network,
reported Gene
Williams of
the TBC staff
who directs
Men’s Min-
istries.

Serving as
the new coordinator of the Ten-
nessee Outdoor Network
(TON) is Jason Cruise, pastor,
Belmont Heights Baptist
Church here. He refers to the
network as Team TON.

Cruise is a natural leader of
the ministry, said Williams,
because of his interest in hunt-
ing and use of hunting and oth-
er outdoor sports to reach men
who don’t know God. Cruise is
a regular contributor to Bow,
Rod and Gun Magazine. He
has been a hunter since the
age of 10.

The ministry is needed be-
cause of the many Tennessee
hunters who aren’t Christians,
Cruise reported.

“Right here in Tennessee we
have an unreached people
group and they are called out-
doorsmen,” said Cruise, refer-
ring to the groups of people the
International Mission Board
identifies who don’t know
about Jesus.

“Finding people who are
passionate about the outdoors

WILLIAMS

is easy to do in Tennessee,”
said Cruise. “Finding churches
who know how to effectively
reach them is the problem.”

Reaching outdoorsmen

While minister of evange-
lism and discipleship at First
Baptist Church, Greenbrier,
Cruise helped the church offer
a wild game dinner to draw
hunting enthusiasts not in-
volved in church. It drew about
60 people, said Cruise. He
learned some lessons and the
church’s second dinner was a
great success, drawing about
170 people, many of whom
were not related to any church.

However, there is much
more to a ministry to outdoors-
men than wild game dinners,
said Cruise. One of the biggest
mistakes of churches is “bait-
ing” hunting enthusiasts with
a dinner but providing a
church service, said Cruise.
That may be considered “am-
bush evangelism” by some.

An option is to hold an out-
doors event to give visitors the
opportunity to simply meet
outdoorsmen who are members
of the church, said Cruise.

Cruise and Williams believe
at least part of the
ministry should
provide opportu-
nities for men,
Christians and
non-Christians,
to develop rela-
tionships in relaxed
settings which are not
related to the traditional
church. Churches can offer
events such as canoeing and
hiking for men, said Williams.
The whole approach is to let
unchurched men know “our
men are up to something,” said

begins mmlstry to outdoors

Williams, and to “send
signals” that Chris- |
tians value men just
the way they are. ‘
Cruise hunts regu- |
larly with several non-
Christian men. This
allows him to form re-
lationships with them,
he said. As he has got-
ten to know them, he
has shared his faith g
with them, = said §
Cruise. At least one
hunting buddy is re-
vealing his interest in
the Christian faith,
reported Cruise.
Reaching turkey .-
hunters
Cruise had been co-
ordinator of Team
TON for a few weeks
when he learned the
National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion’s annual convention was to
be held in Nashville. With help
from the TBC, Cruise devel-
oped a booth for the conven-
tion’s exhibit hall. Helping him
man the booth were four fellow
Baptist hunters who will help
Cruise in the ministry. He
refers to them as his ProStaff,
using the term compa-
nies, especially
those who provide
gear to outdoors-
men, use for peo-
ple who repre-
sent them on a
part-time basis.
Cruise and the men,
Harmon Jones, Court Priday,
and Wade Walter of Belmont
Heights Church, and Larry
Cruise of Clarksville, distrib-
uted about 1,500 tracts to
turkey hunters attending the
convention.

Tennesseans learn prayer needs,

— Continued from page 1
Tennessee speaker

Kevin Shearer, pastor, Cash
Point Missionary Baptist
Church, Ardmore, and former
missionary to Peru, encouraged
conference participants to pray
for people they know who are
not close to God or “prodigals.”

He said he
was a prodigal
for several
yvears while in
the U.S. Navy.
When he
turned back to
God one night
aboard ship, he
felt he had to
tell someone of
his experience. Then he discov-
ered several of his fellow sailors
had been praying for him.

Often Christians will con-
tact people who are prodigals
and do other things for them,
but they won't pray for them,
said Shearer.

Christians can consider
their experiences in prayer to

SHEARER
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determine if they are backslid-
den. While a missionary in
Peru he became so busy in
“church work,” his praying be-
came routine and rushed, he
admitted.

He noted churches, like indi-
viduals, can become backslid-
den, and can be identified by
the fruits of their ministries.
For example, if a Christian
church is teaching that the Al-
lah of the Muslim faith is the
God of the Christian faith, it
probably is backslidden.

Christians who are backslid-
den may suffer God’s judgment
through illness, he said. “He
(God) allows physical ailments
to come our way to chastize
us,” he said.

Christians who are backslid-

den also are often bitter, he re- -

ported, which is easily spread
to others. Christians offend
each other, which is unavoid-
able, but then don’t forgive the
person who offended them.
When the offended doesn’t for-
give the offender, the offended

Ll S s B ns sy s b

often tells others what hap-
pened, which may spread bit-
terness throughout a congrega-
tion.

Shearer also encouraged the
crowd to pray for others for

long periods of time. He told of

praying for 25 years for his
brother who had strayed away
from God. Recently his prayers
were answered and his brother
now is close to God.

“God wants the prodigal
home,” concluded Shearer.

IMB speaker
Randy Sprinkle of the Inter-

national Mission Board also led

a session for conference partici-
pants.

He told of a missionary who

from a distance saw his wife

and daughter and another
misssionary couple kidnapped

by armed carjackers in Africa.

The prayers of many around
the world were answered in

several ways, he said.

At one point, a friend came
to him and without a word
The man felt a
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touched him.

Tennessee news

JASON CRUISE nghr coordinator of rhe Tennessee Outdoor Netwo o
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, and pastor, Belmont Heights B
Church, Nashville, visits with some people in the exhibit area of the N.
al Wild Turkey Federation annual convention held recently in Nashville

The volunteers distributed
information about the network
and a tract developed by
Cruise. The tract, “The Turkey
Hunter’s 10 Commandments,”
included hunting strategies
and what Cruise termed God’s
great commandment, which
calls for people to have a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ.

“I've never shared my faith
that much in such a concen-
trated amount of time. It was
absolutely a Holy Spirit thing,”
said Cruise.

Web site

Team Tennessee Outdoor
Network will be managed by
Cruise mainly through its web
site, which was developed by
Cruise with help from
Williams and Tim Bearden of
the TBC staff. It can be found
at www.tennesseeoutdoornet-

work.com. Cruise also can be
reached at (615) 460-2426.

strategies ...

warmth enter his body from the
touch. Eventually, the mission-
aries were released unharmed.

The needs are great, he said.
Each hour 9,000 people die who
don’t know God and those who
are adults will go to hell, said
Sprinkle. Of those 9,000, 5,000
had no opportunity to hear the
gospel, he reported.

In Africa,
6,000 people
are dying
every day of
AIDS, he not-
ed. Instead of
realizing the
great opportu-
nity to share
the gospel with
these people
since they are dying, most
American Christians believe
they are “getting what they de-
serve,” he said.

Yet, over half of those who
are dying of AIDS are “inno-
cent victims,” he added.

He reported 1.75 billion
people in the world have no

SPRINKLE
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access to the gospel.

American Christia)
general, pray less tha
minutes a day, he cont
and then their praye:
mostly limited in scope t
local community.

He gave examples of
like the South Koreans a
Filipinos who are makin|
ference in the world bee:
their prayers.

Christians must pr®
people who don’t know € &
said. A person’s prayers %
be based on Acts 1:8 ¥
Jerusalem, or for peop ¥
live in a person’s comn
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son’s culture and Sama .
people who are of differe
tures.

“You do not have b?
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Sprinkle, citing the Scn}
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Leaders

3o0od Hope Baptist
‘h, Adamsville, recently
-ated the 20th anniver-
{f their pastor, Billy Joe
Mike Holloway, former
r of Bear Creek Baptist
sh, Parsons, is the new
r at Mt. Gilead Baptist
h, Bethel Springs.

2irst Baptist Church, Sa-
ah, has called Jason
ey as pastor. he formerly
 as associate pastor of
ay Baptist Church, Little
Ark.

Nathan Livingston re-

resigned
astor of
ow View
Rt
el
ville, to
 the pas- :
. of Nor- h

- Baptist BT

h, Knox- LIVINGSTON
ffective March 2.

van Raley has been

~as bivocational pastor of

1 Baptist Church, Byrds-
¥ Raley is regional vice
o Llent for the Tennessee
st Children’s Home in
~ood.

dwight Fraser, pastor

il -ant Bay Circuit of Bap-
§ hurches in Morant Bay,
il ca, preached at West-
| Baptist Church,
ille, on Feb. 23-24. West-
j Rastor Kerry Smith has
| Gngelism mission teams
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to Morant Bay for more than
12 years.

® “TruthQuest: California,”

a Christian teen reality series,
received three honors in the
24th annual Telly Awards. The
series was created by Todd
Starnes, director of communi-
cations at Union University
while he was serving on the
staff of Baptist Press. The
Telly Awards are given in
recognition of outstanding non-
network and cable television
programming. TruthQuest, a
13-week series, which pre-
miered last October, is in its
second run on FamilyNet Tele-
vision, the cable/broadcast arm
of the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board.

¢ First Baptist Church,

Paris, honored Pastor Jerry
Massey March 2 on his 10th
anniversary with a special
worship service and reception.

¢ Shelby Avenue Baptist

Church, Nashville, will hold
its Fifth Sunday Singing event
with The Light’s Chapel Boys
of Greenbrier on March 30 at
10:45 a.m. For more informa-

tion, call the church office at
(615) 227-2961.

¢ Sixty-one members of the

worship choir and praise band
from First Baptist Church,
Dickson, under the leadership
of Steve Shepard, presented
music at the annual Tennessee
Baptist State Evangelism Con-
ference in Nashville in late
January.

Camp Ministry Coordinator

\cations-are being received for the position of Camping Min-
Coordinator with the Executive Board of the Tennessee Bap-
-onvention. This position will be responsible for coordinating
mping ministries for the TBC and leading staff in the devel-
:nt and implementation of a comprehensive and cohesive
'of ministry. The successful candidate will demonstrate expe-
e in camping ministry, relationship building skills, leader-
| personnel and financial management, and ability to take ini-
e. Interested persons must submit an application to be con-
2d for the position. Applications may be obtained through the
et at www.tnbaptist.org/as/humanresources.htm or by con-
'1g the Office of Human Resources, P.O. Box 728, Brent-
I, TN 37024, (615) 371-2013.

2003 Senior
Adult o

akers —

sources, Nashville

flarch 24-25 — LindenValley Conference Center, Linden
irch 27-28 — CarsonSprings Conference Center, Newport

lalcomb Norton, pastor, First Baptist Church, Trezevdm
§ ennis Lyle, retired senior adult consultant, LifeWay Christian Re-

M ave Ward, retired minister of senior adults, First Baptist Church,

i 1 lic Mt.‘:-rrrow senior adult consultant, LifeWay Christian Resources

it — Lodging: $65 (includes three meals and lodging — double occu-
_pancy; Day Guest:$12 (includes lunch and break.
'~ more information, contact Don Mauldin at dmauldin@tnbaptist.org,
| (615) 371-2047, 1-800-558-2090, ext. 2047.

. : Fling
- / Refreats

=
-
- -
'''''''

L
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TULIP GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH, Old Hickory, held an

TenneScene

=

“indoor groundbreaking” on Feb. 23 as bad

weather forced the planned outdoor service inside. The church “broke ground” for its new multi-million
dollar educational wing. From left are Jim Inman, minister of outreach; Paul Clark Jr., interim minister of
music; Jack Lewis, minister of education; Ken Clayton, pastor; building committee members Terry Gant,
Cecil Stone, Bob Carpenter, Dan Gant, Paula Bussell, children’s director. and Doug Wills.

¢ Second Baptist

Church, Sevierville, will cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary
with special services on March
16. Lunch will be served after
morning worship, followed by a
song service. Danny Murr is
pastor. For more information,

call (865) 428-5287.

¢ First Baptist Church,

Cleveland, will hold its spring
revival March 20-April 2 with
guest evangelist Roger Free-

man, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Clarksville.

& Blake Carroll will be the

evangelist for revival services
March 30-April 2 at Clear

Creek Baptist Church,
Selmer.
¢ Second Baptist

Church, Savannah, will hold
revival services March 23-28

with Keith Smith, pastor of .

First Baptist Church, Crump,
as guest speaker.

¢ Johnny Burns, pastor of

Eastview Baptist Church,
Huntingdon, will speak during
revival services March 9-12 at

Turkey Creek Baptist
Church, Savannah.

€ New Vision Church,
Athens, will hold a “Lighting
the Fire” service March 16 at
10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. with
guest speaker Doug Jones,
pastor of First Baptist Church,
Union, Ohio. For more infor-

mation, call the church at

(423) 507-0062.

® Puryear Baptist
Church, Puryear, will hold
revival services March 16-19
with guest evangelist Harold
Hunter. The Sunday morning
service begins at 10:45 a.m.
while nightly services begin at

o

nom e e o

LAKEWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH, Beech Gro

ve, celebrated “debt

free” status on Feb. 16 as church leaders burned the note on their
recent building expansion. Participating in the service, from left, are
Dwight Green, treasurer; Wade Campbell, pastor; Glen Reed,
chafrman of trustees,; and Gid Bailiff, deacon. Plans are underway

for future expansion at the church.

7 p.m. The Union University
Singers will sing at the church
on March 19 at 6:30 p.m., as
part of the group’s spring tour
which includes concerts in
Tennessee, Ohio, and Ken-
tucky. For more information,
contact Pastor Chris Harris at
(731) 247-3782.

Statewide
Events

® The Tennessee Baptist

Convention 2003 Senior
Adult Conference will be
held Sept. 9-11 at First Baptist
Church, Sevierville. The theme
for the meeting is “Faith for
the Journey.” The event will
feature numerous conferences,
special musie, and lots of fun
and laughter. Information on
the conference will be mailed
to churches soon.

€ The annual Tennessee
Baptist Youth Evangelism
Conference will be held March
7-8 at the Murphy Center on
the campus of Middle Ten-
nessee State University in
Murfreesboro. Special guests in-
clude The Skit Guys, FFH,
David Hunt, and speaker Tony
Nolan. The early program on
Friday, March 7, begins at 5
p.m. and dismisses at 7 p.m.
The late program runs from 9-
11 p.m. On Saturday there 1s
one Murphy Center session
from 9:30-11:55 a.m. Focal
point sessions begin at local
churches on Saturday. There is
a registration fee for the confer-
ence. The on site registration
fee is $20 per person. For more
information, call (615) 371-
2077. An emergency phone
number for people attending the
sessions at the Murphy Center
is (615) 210-9001 and is accessi-
ble only when the YEC meets.
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Treasurer’s Report First Quarter

Now. 1, 2002 - Jan. 31, 2003
Cooperative llwmmd I!mmtsd ;
Program Total
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B GIFTS AND OTHER INCOME
Cooperative Program:
Designated to SBC/TBC institutions
Lottie Moon Offering for International Missions
Annie Armstrong Offering for N. American Missions
Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions
CP/Designated gifts from the Tenn. Baptist Foundation
Other Special Gifts
Total Gifts
Other Income (Annuity Bd., NAMB, LifeWay, Conference
Centers, interest, refunds, B&R advs./subscriptions)
TOTAL RECEIPTS

467,825.17
5,183,433.25
227,437.90

557,823.37
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2,705.08
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1,091,258.34
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___'750,468.55
1,841,726.89

750,468.55
16,803,593.71

9,078,107.43 5,883,759.39

WM ALLOCATIONS

§ Executive Board Ministries
Evangelism/Missions Strategies Group

> Christian Growth Development Group
Church Staff Leadership Group
Missions Awareness/Mobilization Group
Communication Services Group
Administrative Services Group
Executive Leadership Group

Total Executive Board Ministries

568,190.12
618,408.69
283,636.77
410,599.00
116,509.77
503,653.75
201,654.83
2,702,652.93

268,493.44
27,473.10
21,178.95
69,336.77 .
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i Convention Operations
Baptist & Reflector

Church Annuity Plan

TBC Conference Centers

TBC Meeting & Committees

TBC Audits

Total Convention Operations

102,241.49
261,483.69
36,963.02
95,946.70
21,967.94
518,602.84

2,035.36
5,138.66
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104,276.85
266,622.35
37,613.01
97,831.34
22,401.86
528,745.41

Childs Mem . T s e :
Clyrrmsvilte e e AT O
Crab: Ovchard - e T48.60.....cccennininns SO0 it assins 3[).] ﬂﬂ .....
Daysville s o et i

Deer Lodpe 15t . o e errivissansisays 00,
BT e R e e B S8 1) b B e A0S0, 5k somyanss o tvern O UL
ﬂ-m ...................... ﬂqnﬂ ------ FRESIERIRENRANNE ﬂ-mm.....

0.00

§ Christian Education

Belmont University

Carson-Newman College

Union University
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy
Historical Archives

611,370.28
611,370.28
611,370.28
119,973.29

3,661.33

11,446.23
89,161.46
157,414.22
12,045.15
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CRYV Scholarships

i Christian Services

Tennessee Baptist Foundation
Total Christian Services

Total Christian Education

Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes

18,306.63
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1,976,052.09
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66,379.80
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B SBC Gifis

International Missions
North American Missions
Six Seminaries
SBC Operating
Annuity Board
World Hunger
Other SBC Gifts
Total SBC Gifts

B Other Special Gifts

American Bible Society

Tennessee Drug Awareness Council

Churches in Michigan

Disaster Relief

Other Special Gifts
Total Other Special Gifts .
Total Gifts Allocation :

1 Other Income Allocation
TOTAL ALI..OCATI_ONS

5,360,462.10
282,838.90
34,086.45
3,874.68
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691,070.92
78,298.68
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‘RHAM, N.C. — A free-
«t economy drives pastors
ny churches, including
st congregations, to climb
eer ladder in order to
ain a decent standard of
according to a new study
Juke University.
s pattern imperils the
of smaller congregations
wnnot afford to pay a mid-
.8s salary and threatens
ophetic role of ministers
re trapped by climbing
‘dder, conclude the au-
¥ Becky McMillan, and
aw Price.
w Much Should We Pay
1 stor?” is the ftitle of the
produced by the Pulpit &
»search unit of Duke Di-
School. The study was

GCLASS|FIED

IISTRIES — PASTOR
2 lills Baptist Church is ac-
il resumes for the position
4 uthern Baptist bivocation-
tor. West Hills Baptist
, a small Southern Bap-
* | ssionary church, is locat-
| | wistoric Jonesborough,
Slease send resumes to
ox 6, Jonesborough, TN

o o o

| =rnational Baptist Church
| 1BC), a growing, interna-
8 =nglish-speaking congre-
@l of Christians in Ger-
I ,%apital is offering the po-
pastor, starting in July
/e are looking for a Godly
10 has prayerful, personal
ship with Christ, the gifts
shing and teaching God's
yelief in the infallibility of
iptures, strong love for
& s, cross-cultural experi-
i luent command of Eng-
gree from a theological
ry. Interested applicants
1d application to Interna-
3aptist Church Berlin,
burgstr. 12A-13, 12165
c/o Dr. Klaus Ziegler,
Search Committee. For
formation about our con-
on see www.ibc-

9.

PR

First Baptist Church, a
outhern Baptist Church in
Tennessee is seeking a
vith a vision for disciple-
d growth. Position imme-
available. Send resume
terial Search Committee,
nneth Beaty, P.O. Box
elina, TN 38551, (931)
25 (office) or 243-6712

MSCELLANEOUS

i: Chureh Van (15 pas-

. Small rural church near
| Tenn,, is seeking a used
& '‘our church has older van

rd, please contact Pastor
1.rabtree, Boiling Springs
#t Church, Baxter, at
* ee@berkline.com or call
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funded by the Lilly Endowment.

“While pastors may feel
called to serve small or poor
congregations, the costs of do-
ing so might be considerable,”
the authors note. “In order to
accumulate savings and pay off
educational debt, they need to
progress to larger congrega-
tions with correspondingly larg-
er salaries. :

“The salary structure is such
that clergy wishing to maintain
a middle-class lifestyle must
take on a ‘career’ as opposed to
a ‘calling’ mentality. Local con-
gregations, rather than focus-
ing on their mission to the
world around them, must focus
inordinately on ‘church growth’
strategies in order to increase
their market power to attract
good clergy.”

The study compares clergy
compensation among three
types of churches — Catholics,
“connectional” Protestants, and
congregational Protestants.
Connectional Protestants, such

Are you

as Methodists, allow a denomi-
national structure to play a ma-
jor role in clergy placement and
in setting standards for clergy
qualifications and pay. Congre-
gational Protestants, such as
Baptists, allow congregations
free reign to hire whomever
they desire and pay whatever
they choose.

Baptists and other congrega-
tional churches exemplify the
strongest correlation to free-
market economics, the authors
explain.

Data for the report were
gleaned through a national sur-
vey of 883 clergy in 2001.
Among the key findings:

¢ In all but the largest
churches, connectional church-
es pay their ministers better
than congregational churches
and provide better benefits.

® Church size matters

when it comes to salary.
Among Protestant churches of
both kinds, landing a job at a
larger church translates into

a larger income.
® Smaller churches struggle

to pay a high enough salary to
attract and retain qualified
clergy. An increasing number of
smaller churches are moving
toward part-time or less experi-
enced clergy as a solution.

® Regardless of polity, “only
a small percentage of pastors
earn what most Americans
would consider a professional-
level salary.”

The problem begins with the
assumptions upon which clergy
salaries are based, the authors
contend. “Most congregations
attempt to answer that ques-
tion by looking at what they
have paid pastors in the past
and what they can afford given
their current membership.”

But what is the purpose of a
clergy salary? the authors ask.
“Is it to reward good preaching?
Is it to attract a rhuch-sought-
after visionary? Is it to pay a
professional for ministerial ser-
vices rendered? Or could it sim-

trends

tke study asks ‘How Much Should We Pay the Pastor’?

ply be to provide hospitality
and a well-lived life for persons
and their families who are com-
pelled by a call from God to pro-
claim the gospel?”

Among other findings:

¢ Clergy salaries corre-
spond much more to church
size than to years of experience
held by the pastor.

€ Median salaries for clergy

have grown to become compara-
ble to those of teachers and so-
cial workers. The gap between
clergy salaries and those of oth-
er professionals such as doctors
and lawyers has widened.

€ African-American church-

es are more likely than Anglo
churches to offer pastors less
than a livable wage, although
some African-American church-
es have broken through this
barrier.

The complete report, “How
Much Should We Pay the Pas-
tor?” is available at www.pul-
pitandpew.duke.edu. O

up to the Challenge?

Roval Ambassador
Wilderness Challenge

March 28-29, 2003

Camping and Outdoor Skills Competition
Events include Camping, Campcraft Rodeo,

Worship, Wilderness Skills School,

and Royal Racers.

Open to any Royal Ambassador or

Challenger Group.

Cost: $10 per person

For more information call: (615) 259-3034.

Boxwell Reservation, gallatin
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Dolly’s death a
warning on human

cloning: ethicists
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — The pre-
mature death of Dolly, the
world’s first cloned mammal,
should be a warning to those
who seek to clone human be-
ings, Southern Baptist ethicists
say.

Dolly, a sheep, was put to
death after being diagnosed
with a progressive lung disease.
Confirmation of the diagnosis
may be another piece of evi-
dence that Dolly, 6 years old,
was showing signs of advanced
aging.

Sheep can live to be 11 or 12
years of age. Lung infections
are common in older sheep, par-
ticularly those housed inside,
said a spokesman for the Roslin
Institute, according to the Asso-
ciated Press. The research insti-
tute, near Edinburgh, Scotland,
cloned Dolly from a 6-year-old
sheep in 1996 and announced
its ground-breaking achieve-
ment in February 1997.

In 1999, researchers found
Dolly’s cells had begun to re-
semble those more typical of an
older mammal, AP reported.
Scientists announced last year
the sheep had developed arthri-
tis at a somewhat early age, ac-
cording to AP.

“Apparently while Dolly was
chronologically 6, her genes
were manifesting the abnormal
age of the mammal from which
she was cloned,” said Richard
Land, president of the Southern
Baptist Ethics & Religious Lib-
erty Commission. “If indeed the
Raelians’ claim of having cloned
a baby girl is true, then when
the 29-year-old mother from
whom the baby was cloned is
45, will her 16-year-old daugh-
ter be experiencing puberty or
menopause along with her
mother?”

Dolly’s fate “is yet one more
compelling reason for why we

should not be allowing this kind
of experimentation on human
beings,” he said. “It will lead to
pain, agony, disfigurement, and
death.”

Ben Mitchell, a consultant
for the ERLC and a bioethics
professor at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School in suburban
Chicago, said, “To subject a

sheep to the consequences of
cloning was cruel; to subject a
human being to those conse-
quences is criminal. And our
laws should reflect that fact.”

Both Land and Mitchell
called for Congress to pass leg-
islation on human cloning that
would prohibit the procedure
when the birth of a clone is the
goal and when experimentation
with cells from a cloned embryo
is the purpose. [J

Baptist Medical
Dental Fellowship

to honor Myers
Baptist Press

MEMPHIS — Members of
the Baptist Medical Dental Fel-
lowship will remember Martha
Myers in a memorial service

during their 26th annual meet-
ing March 27-30 in Birming-
ham, Ala.

Myers, one of three Southern
Baptist International Mission
Board workers killed by a lone
gunman Dec. 30 at the Baptist
hospital in Jibla, Yemen, was a
physician and a member of the
Baptist Medical Dental Fellow-
ship. “BMDF was greatly
blessed by having a member like
Dr. Myers,” James D. Williams,
executive director of the fellow-
ship, said in a release Feb. 18.
“She will be missed very, very
much. Her words and actions
were tremendous examples of
how a Christian should live. She
will always be remembered by
her BMDF colleagues because of

To the best of our knowledge all
ads in the Baptist and Reflector
represent legitmate companies
and offerings. However, one
should always use caut:on m

i @MS@HFHE@ respondlng to ads.
MINISTRIES — MUSIC S HORE

Kirkwogd Baptlsft Church, Beachside Vacation Condos, All sizes

Clarksville, Tenn., is prayerfully Spring special:

seeking a part-time minister of mu-
sic. Please send resumes or in-
quiries to kirkwoodmusic@bell-
south.net, or call Evelyn Schindler,
(931)  648-4753, http://Life-
WayLink.com/9315536931.

MINISTRIES — STUDENTS
Parkway Baptist Church, Hernan-
do, Miss., is currently seeking a
full-time youth minister. Send re-
sume to Personnel Ministry Team,

Parkway Baptist Church, 50 N.
Parkway, Hernando, MS 38632.
For more information call (662)
429-6045.

MINISTRIES — SINGLE ADULTS
Minister to single adults, Lexing-
ton/Midlands of South Carolina. Send
resume to Search Committee, Lexing-
ton Baptist Church, 308 E. Main St.,
‘Lexington, SC 29072.

MINISTRIES — EDUCATION
Broadway Baptist Church, Fort
Worth, Texas, Is seeking a full-
time minister of education/disci-
pleship. Broadway is an ecu-
menically-minded CBF affiliated
congregation with a commitment
to inner-city ministry. We wor-
ship in the liturgical tradition.
Send resume or recommenda-
tions to Cindy Johnson, Chair,
Education Search Committee,
305 W. Broadway, Ft. Worth, TX
76104, Attn. Donella Ware.

Ruth’s Ministry presents ...

May 16 & 17

Franklin, Tenn.

For information call:
615-794-5488 or 256-356-89060
e-mail: ruthsmin@hiwaay.net

¥Celebrate Llfe

Clearview Baptist Church

Women’s Conference

Special guests:
Gigi
Graham

Iris Blue

2 Night weekend, $130.00
4 Weeknights, $190.00 Efficiency Unit
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 4/22
(205) 554-1524

New Lower Rates For
Life Insurance!

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male)

Age $150,000 $300,000
25 $11.03 $15.49
35 “ o $11.16 $15.75
45 $20.87 $35.18
55 $43.71 $80.85

Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN)
Toll Free 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.)
Level death benefit term that does not in-
crease for the first 15 years. Written by an
A-plus Life insurance company. Preferred
male rates illustrated above. Please call
for other ages and female rates.

national news

church involvement, and
port of Christian missions,

In addition to the mer
service for Myers, the m¢
— with the theme “Look .
Nations and Be Ui
Amazed” — will includ
dresses from IMB Pres
Jerry Rankin, Women's
sionary Union Executive
tor Wanda Lee, and profes
preaching Calvin Miller
Samford University's B
Divinity School.

For more information

tact the Baptist Metﬁpal 1
Fellowship at 1- 888.275-8

her willingness to give every-
thing to follow the call of Christ.”

With more than 1,800 mem-
bers, the Baptist Medical Den-
tal Fellowship is open to any
physician, dentist, medical or
dental student, or other health-
care professional who desires to
associate with the organization
based on their commitment to
Jesus Christ and desire to grow
spiritually and support the mis-
sion of the organization. The
Memphis-based group seeks to
provide a professional fellow-
ship of Baptist physicians and
dentists for the purpose of en-

hancing their Christian growth, visit www.bmdf. m:g =)
- |
“ North American Mission Board |
ll

Supervision Training Workshop:
Level 1 and Level 2

April 14-16, 2003 1

Cedarmore Baptist Assembly, Bagdad, Ky. |

For more information contact Lloyd Blackwell |

at 800-558-2090 ext. 7927

» 15 Passengers -~ "Remove thi ow | § I
(No CDL) _ ~ »Some stales have alrt | J U8 |
; : * 21 Sealing ' '
| 1 2 SRl » Center Aisle 5
' RSN » | ow First Step 'l:hal'ltihil
= Raised Roof

: : allll Child Trz
J * Longer Wheelbase e T ]
* Dual Rear Wheels e &

M * Steel Construction 22

CHURCH nuses [

Carpenter Bus Sale |
Nation's 81 Chirch Bus |

A ONE-DAY

1050 Union Univ rersity Dr.

GOANTFYERSESNTCHE

FOR CHURCH LEADERS

CONFERENCE LEADER
r. Thom S. Rainer

Dean of the Billy Graham School of Missions,
Evangelism & Church Growth,

,::_1 The Southern Bﬂpust Theolﬁglcal Semmary

...

£ UNION

I p—_

UNIVERSITY

- Jackson, Tennessee 38305

For more information call 731.661.5160

or visit www.uu.edu/forms/conferences/preachingpoints
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___ minister’s corner
| Thompson

1at will your congregation be like, five, 10
from now? The answer may well be found at
church TODAY, in the everyday attitudes
{ lominate your thinking.
| ¢ first question: What is the level of TRUST?
sur members trust your pastor/staff (and vice
! )? Indeed do members trust each other? An
! sphere of trust allows the freedom to ask dif-
. questions and minister in creative new
Lack of trust destroys creativity, dulls lead-
i > potential, and otherwise creates a feeling of
o T,
éond, is Jesus Christ the HEAD of your
h? The questions seems somewhat foolish,
qe that should be asked! A surprising num-
' people make the statement, “This is our
h!” and to know their attitude toward out-
and new-comers, you can almost hear them
i and we want to keep it just like it is!” Pride
{ before a fall!
| ird, how do you deal with CONFLICT? The
] r way 1s to deal redemptively. When we

| e sides and start fighting, we accomplish’

| 2g positive! Conflict unresolved in a pnsitive
omes back to cause trouble another day

l nother ... and another!

' arth, What 1s your EXPECTANCY level? Can
ardly wait to get to the “gathering place” on
esday or Sunday, anticipating the great

the Lord is going to do? If that is your pre-
ate attitude, look out, you are in for some
1gs!
ih, do you LOVE each other? And I mean, do
-others and sisters really love each other?
God-inspired love must be present if the
Spirit is to be free to work. As Pruverhs
, “love covers a bunch of sins!”
you know how to recognize the REAL ENE-
_E_you can’t recognize the works of Satan, you
éu't blaming each other when unusual prob-
arise. Remember, he (Satan) walks around
g who he can zap! His main concern is to di-
our fellowship and render you useless.
th, is PRAYER the focal point of your gath-

Ri;? A congregation that knows the signifi-

of corporate prayer — and practices it —
i+ what it means to truly walk with God, hear
‘structions, and experience HIS blessings!
... what will it be like at your church in five
'years? 0 — Thompson is director of missions,
n Baptist Association, Johnson City.

just for today

' Fred Wood, retired pastor, Memphis

et With A Smile: Jones (Jumping up from

ble at a card game): “Stop this game. Smith.

ating.” Another player: “How do you know?”
: “He's not playing the cards I dealt him.”

ke This Truth: “The first and worst of all

S 18 to cheat oneself. All sin is easy after
1 — Pearl Bailey

| *morize This Scnpture' “Provide things

] t in the sight of all men.” — Psalm 12:17

| ay This Prayer: Lord, help me to remem-
1 am true to myself, I will never be false to
er person. 0 -

. is theé
PRock
11S-WOTrKks are
and .

Der ecL,
} all hi S Ways are ll‘at.

Praying obout God’

By Ernest Standerfer

Focal passage — Acts 16:6-10:;
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-26

A comment in one of the first
commentaries I ever purchased read.
“In peace or war, in the past or pre-
sent, no project has been so bold, no
adventure SO thrﬂhng, as the enter
prise of carrying the gospel to the
whole world.”

God declared the Apostle Paul to
be a “chosen instrument to carry my
name before the Gentiles and their
kings and before the people of Israel”
(Acts 9:15). Paul’s experience helps
us understand how we can be instru-
mental in advancing God’s Kingdom
and in carrying the gospel to the
whole world

Be obedient (Acts 16:6-10).
Sometimes it is easy to determine

- what God wants us to do, but there

are other times that we are per-
plexed. Paul determined how and
where God was leading him by lis-
tening and obeying God’s directions.

Luke describes the intention of
Paul and his companions to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus
would not allow them to go. They
surely prayed and talked about their
dilemma. Then during the night
Paul had a vision of a man of Mace-
donia standing and begging him,
“Come over to Macedonia and help
us.” What did they do with such
clear guidance? They got ready at
once to leave for Macedonia, conclud-
ing that God had called them to
preach the gospel.

Admittedly, people have done

bizarre things and then said. “God
told me to do this.” Yet those abuses
must not obscure the fact that God
still speaks by His Spirit to His chil-
dren. God advances His kingdom
through those who obediently listen
to Him.

Remember that God is always
at work (Philippians 1:12-14). As
Paul’s ministry progressed. some
probably evaluated his chains as a
serious setback. But Paul made a
thrilling discovery. His chains made
possible two great gains for the
gospel. First, it gave him a contact
with an audience he probably would
not have had — the whole palace
guard (v. 13). Undoubtedly, as Paul
prayed, talked to people about their
spiritual condition, and wrote letters
to churches, the soldiers were influ-
enced for Christ!

A second surprising gain was the
courage that emerged among most of
the brothers in the Lord ... to speak
the word of God more courageously
and fearlessly (v. 14). Even though
some of their motives were question-

. able, Paul rejoiced that Christ was

being preached.

Remember that God can use our
circumstances, even though not as
dramatic as Paul’s, to advance the
kingdom in ways that we can’t imag-
ine. Remember ... God is always at
work!

Depend on divine resources
(v. 19). Paul anticipated a favorable
outcome because of a praying congre-
gation and the supply of the Holy

- Spirit of God. Paul did not depend on

his own limited resources; he de-
pended on the generous resources of

Pray tor wisdom

By Joe Brooks

Focal passage — I Kings 3-4, (Il
Chronicles 1:2-13)
Dear President Bush,

You may never read this letter,
but that’s OK. I write for anyone
thirsty for God’s wisdom. The soul
thirsts for wisdom like a desert
thirsts for rain.

Presidents, preachers, or parents
must admit; we are the people
James wrote about in James 1:5. To-
day, more than ever, we thirst for
God’s wisdom.

After reading this week’s lesson,

" I am convinced that you, Mr. Presi-

dent, need our prayers for wisdom.
Since you probably haven’t read
your lesson just yet, allow a mo-
ment of debriefing you on the de-
tails.

Solomon followed a three-step
plan for finding God’s wisdom.

First, pray for wisdom (I Kings
3:1-15). Solomon was a powerful
world leader. While he was a king
and you’re a mere President, both of
you need God’s wisdom. For sure,
kings, presidents, pastors and par-
ents need wisdom.

Solomon’s prayer as king began “1
am only a little child” (v. 7). Not the
words one normally finds on a king’s
lips. But, his words were laced and
traced with God’s wisdom. Four
thousand years later, Jesus pointed
out that heaven's greatest people are
those with childlike humility
(Matthew 18:4).

After the admission, Solomon’s
prayer outlined the king-sized stru_g*

---------------

throne sat among “a great people,
too numerous to count.” Soul-sized
problems faced him in governing the
people. Knowing right from wrong
about a multitude of topics was a
moment-by-moment need for

- Solomon.

He understood that no one but no
one could single-handedly “govern
this great people of yours” (v. 9).

A child asks his father for exactly
the things he needs. The father gives
or doesn’t — in turn, based on wis-
dom.

Solomon was unaffected by the
power, pomp, and popularity sur-
rounding his position. He still looked

‘at life through a child’s eyes.

That’s the sign of great wisdom.

— = Second, expect
wisdom. (vv. 10-14)

Graciously, the
Lord gives wisdom
when we ask.
Faster than you
can call me from
the White House,
(don’t worry ... I'm
not holding my
breath) we can call
on God for wisdom.

A prayer for wisdom is, in itself, a
sign that God is answering our
prayer. When any member of the hu-
man race, proud of his or her knowl-
edge, skill, and ability, admits we
are limited, weak, or frail; that is no
small accomplishment. From God’s
view, it’s almost a miracle.

Praying for wisdom admits
God’s ways are better than our
own. We have finished following
our own unwise ways. and are

'BROOKS
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Sunday S

Family Bible Series
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God, experienced through prayer
and the Holy Spirit.

As we tap into the power of pray:
ing for one another, we will realize
the need for and availability of God's
Spirit. Just think, those two re-
sources are as fresh and powerful for
us as they were for g
Paul. Let’s pray
and let’s experience
God’s power.

Stay faithful
(vv. 20-26). Those
who think of Christ
only as a figure in
history need a new e
focus. They need to STANDERFEH
see Christ magni-
fied in us, even confront death.

Recognizing that to depart and be
with Christ would be far better, Paul
concluded that it was necessary for
him to remain. He could continue to
help the Philippians experience
progress and joy in the faith.

L. R. Scarborough served 27 years
as the second president of South-
western Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. My boyhood pastor once com-
mented that this great Baptist
leader preached as if the “world were
in his heart.” May God help us to
obediently and faithfully serve, pray,
and live for Christ with the “world in
our heart.” O — Standerfer is a re-
tired pastor and a member of Judson
Baptist Church, Nashville.

Sunday School Llesson
Explore the Bible
Maren 9

ready for God’s.

Solomon understood the spiritual
markers that were laid for him.
David, his father, walked a clear
path of trusting God for wisdom.
Solomon faced the future paths con-
fident of God’s guidance over his
path (Proverbs 3:5-6).

A prayer for wisdom also signals
that we are aware of our impact on
other’s lives. Presidents and parents
carry the kingdom-sized task of mak-
ing decisions that shape nations. A
prayer for wisdom is the Christian’s
“Kingdom Express Card”; we should
never leave home without it.

Third, live by wisdom. (ch. 4:29-
30, 32-34.)

Mr. President, you answer
questions daily that require great
wisdom, skill, and political acu-
men. Parents also field questions
every day in the Press Conference
of Life where no cameras are al-
lowed only demanding questions.
Often, parents face questions such
as “What does God look like?” or
“Why cant I? Everﬂ.bndy else is
doing it.” Wisdom is a thirst that
knows no permanent quenching.
We must drink daily from God’s
well of wisdom.

Pray for wisdom, drink God’s an-
swers like a thirsty man drinks the
rain. And walk in it everyday. J —
Brooks is pastor of Big Spring Baptist
Church, Cleveland.

Ll
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Dennis Swanberg

By Erin Curry
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Dennis Swanberg,
whose humor is accented by his imper-
sonations of Billy Graham and other lu-
fninaries, is a steady reflection of
Proverbs 17:22, that “a merry heart does
good like medicine.”

“I realize that folks don’t always need
the whole bottle, but they need a spoon-
ful at least.”

He reminds people that Jesus came
to give them not just life but life more
abundantly. “As God’s people, we ought
to be some of the happiest people out
there,” Swanberg, also known as “The
Swan,” told Baptist Press. “We're saved,
we're going to heaven, we're joint heirs
with the King.”

Swanberg grew up in Austin, Texas,
and after graduating from Baylor Uni-
versity in Waco, he earned both the
master of divinity and the doctor of min-
istry degrees at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. Af-
ter 23 years as a pastor, he stepped into
what he calls the full-time ministry of
encouragement in 1995.

Swanberg said he has imitated Billy
Graham “since I was a kid.”

“I’'d see him on television, and at the
end of the crusade in front of that cam-
era on TV, he’d say, ‘And some of you
are watching by way of television.
Maybe you’re at your own home or sit-

ting in a bar, but I want you to write

me: Billy Graham, Minneapolis,
Minn.,” ” Swanberg said, imitating Gra-
ham’s voice. “So I've always loved Billy
Graham.”

As a child, he also spent hours watch-
ing “The Andy Griffith Show,” so he
learned to imitate Don Knotts as Barney
Fife. Throughout school, he was the
class clown, often tapped as the master
of ceremonies at talent shows. He said
as a pastor he sort of had a sideline of
entertaining. Along the way, he learned

national / state news 4]

‘Comedian encourages Christians to ‘lighten up

DENNIS SWANBERG of West Monroe, La. explains his
“ministry of encouragement” recently in Nashville.

to imitate other personalities such as
Muhammed Ali, Howard Cosell, Walter
Brennan, Jimmy Stewart, Ronald Rea-
gan, Jimmy Carter, and Bill Clinton.
Once he made the decision to leave
the pastorate, FamilyNet, the television
network of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s North American Mission
Board, booked him for about 75 episodes
of a weekly variety show called “Swan’s
Place,” and in 2002, Trinity Broadcast

Network tapped him for another variety .

show called “The Dennis Swanberg
Show.” |
Swanberg has worked with Focus on
the Family for 15 years as a motivation-
al speaker and comedian. He has spoken
at Southern Baptist Conventions and
pastors’ conferences and has written two
books, Is Your Love Tank Full? and
Swan’s Soup and Salad. Swanberg also
spoke to senior adults two years ago at

sored by the Tennessee
Baptist Convention’s
Christian Growth De-
velopment Group. He
noted that a project
with the International
Mission Board is being
planned, in which he’ll
join Bible study au-
thors Henry Blackaby
and Avery Willis in pro-
moting international
missions.

“As a humorous im-
pressionist, humor
doesn’t authenticate the
gospel. The gospel helps
authenticate our use of
humor,” Swanberg said.
“When you’re a Christ-
ian humorist, there’s a
method to the madness:
to lead people to Christ.”

There’s a time and
place for humor, and it
can be used to touch
lives and knock down barriers, Swan-
berg said, noting that Jesus knew how
to take the edge off. Jesus always told a
story, knowing that through a story of
real life, He could get His point across.

“Jesus knew how to penetrate peo-
ple,” Swanberg continued. “He used
satire and irony. Sometimes it would
seem like a story was a little bit embell-
ished, all to make a point and get people
to see the twinkle in His eye.”

Swanberg mentioned as an example
Jesus and the woman who came to Him
with a demon-possessed daughter in
Matthew 15. As she cried out to Jesus
for help, He did not speak to her. The
disciples wanted Jesus to send the
woman away because her crying both-
ered them. Jesus then said, “I was not
sent except to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” When she pleaded
with Him again, He said, “It is not good
to take the children’s bread and throw

it to the little dogs.”

Then the woman said, “Yes, Lor |
even the little dogs eat the ery
which fall from their masters’ table |
sus answered, “O woman, great is
faith! Let it be to you as you des
And the daughter was healed.

“When you first read Jesus’ an
about the dogs, you think, ‘How ry |
Swanberg said. “But she must have
the twinkle in His eye, His smil
was saying something that had
heard [in the culture], and sh&'caug
and she responded. Jesus-looked g
and said, ‘You know what, ho |
You've got it together. You know |
than all these other fnlks know. ‘
way ahead of the game.’

That’s how Jesus handled a di
situation, Swanberg said. But th [J8
portant thing with humor is the
person must get it; he or she mu
derstand.

Swanberg recounted a time wl
was especially important that sor
understand his humor. The Billy
ham Evangelistic Association aske
to entertain at a dinner for the sta
their families, providing Swanbe |
chance to meet his longtime hero.

“My dream had come true. I me
Graham, and I did my Billy impr _
for him,” Swanberg:said. “When Tl
finished, he- leaned ::_-_ver and said
you can take over.’ on

Swanberg has deferred to Fri )lde
Graham fer that: role, while cont 1

his variety shows and speaking e [llh:n)

i

the

a1 )
i -

ments, all with his stated goal o e
“America’s Minister of Encourage ot
He resides in West -Monroe, La., w 480
wife, Lauree, and his two sons, Ch

‘W
Dusty. -

Swan’s Place is alred on Fam
Fridays at 8 p.m. Eastern and
days at 1 a.m. and 7 p.m. The |
Swanberg Show airs Saturdays
p.m. Central on Trinity Broadca
work. O

ounc
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Oak Ridge church rushes to embrace ‘their’ missionarie

By Manda Roten
Baptist Press

OAK RIDGE — When mem-
bers of Robertsville Baptist
Church here heard “their” mis-
sionaries were hurting, they
rushed to embrace them.

Bill Thompson and his wife,
Susan — International Mission
Board missionaries to Taiwan
— were confronting an issue
more and more missionary par-
ents are facing: Their daughter,
Christina, was marrying a man
of another race.

Though the Thompsons
struggled with the idea at first,
they did not doubt Charlie
Walker, an African American,
was God’s choice for Christina.

The pain came from family
and friends who opposed the
marriage.

Thompson had told several
pastors of his daughter’s en-
gagement before he called
Michael Prince, pastor of
Robertsville Baptist, but Prince
was the first to congratulate
him on his daughter’s upcoming
wedding.

Prince quickly volunteered to

help make the wedding a hap-
py one, promoting the marriage
of “their” missionary kid as
part of the church’s Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering for
International Missions. It was
a natural role for him and the
members of Robertsville Bap-
tist. For them, supporting the
Thompsons is just part of their
job.

Thompson grew up at
Robertsville, and when he, his
wife and their children — Jere-
my, Christina, and Bekah —
moved to Taiwan, the church
kept in touch with the family
through emails, letters, and fre-
quent updates from Bill’'s par-
ents, who still attend the
church. They pray for them reg-
ularly, write letters and, when
they have hurts, lend support.

As church member Ruth
Kiser said, “We just hold him in
our arms no matter what.”

Prince knows all believers
are responsible for the Great
Commission. “The world is larg-
er than Oak Ridge,” he said.
“We are mandated to reach
out.”

And loving their missionaries

the annual Senior Adult Retreat spon-

is part of how they reach out to
the world.

Every Christmas, Roberts-
ville members leave Christmas
cards for each other in a “post
office” at the church — and give
the money they save on stamps
to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering for International Mis-
sions. This year they had anoth-
er Lottie Moon mission — mak-
ing their missionaries’ daugh-
ter’s wedding a joyful one.

Robertsville women gave
Christina a bridal shower. And
on Sunday evening, Dec. 15, the
church was decorated with can-
dles and flowers, and Christina
and Charlie were married.
Robertsville members joined
Christina and Charlie’s family
and friends to witness their
wedding.

The ceremony wasn’t a typi-
cal Southern Baptist service.

Bridesmaids wore Taiwanese

clothing and carried Taiwanese
fans — traditions Christina in-
corporated from the country
where she grew up. An African
American choir sang.

After the couple was official-
ly married, they “jumped over

the broom” to celebrate their
new union — a tradition traced
back to slavery, when African
slaves were denied legal and re-
ligious marriage ceremonies.

At the reception, guests left
notes for the bride and groom in
red envelopes — traditionally
used to give gifts of money at
Taiwanese weddings.

Christina and Charlie — the
Walkers, now — realize they
will face challenges as an inter-
racial couple. They’ve already
encountered opposition from ac-
quaintances and even extended
family members.

What’s surprised them,
though, is that some of t.he
strongest opposition has come
from the Christian community.

Some believers have said the
Walkers’ children will be “half-
breeds.” Others try to prove bib-
lically that interracial mar-
riages are sinful. They often site
II Corinthians 6:14, which, in
the New King James Version,
begins, “Do not be unequally
yoked....”

But they fail to recite the en-
tire verse: “Do not be unequally
yoked together with unbeliev-

ers. For what fellowsk
righteousness with lawle
And what communion hi
with darkness?”

The Walkers make |
not to condemn, though.

“We love, show then
— bless them, don’t curs
If not, bitterness se
Christina Walker said. |

Walker says he unde |
prejudice. “I was one ¢
people — very milita |
said. “Racism is pride.- (
with God changed me.”

“Prejudme in any | ®
wrong,” Prince said. “Th &
room for it in the churc_h

The Walkers both ¢
brant Christians. Chri ¥
self-employed in mui?
children’s ministries, W'
job as a fitness center 1
and personal trainer gi % tarp
daily opportunities t
Christ.

And they believe, |
their marriage, that ( b,
expand those ministries {1

“It’s a ministry of re
tion, umty — that’s w
wedding is all about,”
said. O



