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C·P gifts 
of budget YEC 2003 draws 1· 2,826 students 

By Connie Davis ton . He relies on sponsors and as encouragers. . • t and Reflector 

IENTWOOD - Gifts 
Baptist and Reflector adults he recruits from Concord Many other youth made spir

added Shingleton. 
The main speaker was Tony 

Nolan of First Baptist Church, 
- See YEC, page 4 Tennessee Baptist 

1n.:•Q to the Cooperative 
r am are $882,003 or 

MURFREESBORO - The 
35th annual state Youth 

Ba ptist Association, which is itual decisions during the con
based in Murfreesboro, to serve ference which weren't recorded, 

.... .,. ..... ..,,. ... t under budget 
after tb.e first quarter 
current fiscal year. 
February churches 
,437,192 throagh the 

ear-to.-date contribu
·~oiaJ $11,515,300. 

contributions are 
4.65 percent or 

> 

....... -, at the same time 
last year. 
are aware that the 

lmy, combined with a 
· than . normal winter, 
.>acting the budgets of 
of our churches," said 
Porch, executive di-

Evangelism ·conference 
drew 12_,826 students to 
Middle Tennessee State 
University ·heFe last week
en<:!. On Friday night, over 
1,400 made spiritual deci
s~ons by moving toward the 
stage. And 01;1 Saturday at 
six sessions held primarily 
at area churches, 129 youth 
made commitments to God 
by moving from their places. 

On Friday night the re
sponse was so much more 
than anticipated, about 400 
students· didn't meet with 
YEC encop.ragers to discuss 
their de€-isien because of 
the limited number of en-

. couragers available, ex
plained Kent Shingleton of 
the Tenness.ee Baptist Con
ventian staff. The TBC of~ · 
fered the event . 

These students were di-
~ 

rected to adult sponsors of 

-treasurer of the Ten
Baptist Convention. 
are confident, howev

our giving wHl re .. · 
and churches will 

u.e to sapport the, mis
and ministry needs 
in Tennessee and 

the world," he con
d.CJ 

their groups or mimsters of 
the church sponsoring their STUDENTS respond to a question of speak_er Tony Nolan during· the Saturday morning session of YEC 
group, explained Shingle- 2003 held at .Middle Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro.--:- Photo by Connie Davis 
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·red Air Force officer and wife answer God's call to Me • 

1nie Wilkey 
t and Reflector 

'~"l:J.u'8- Danny Rachel, a self-de
d Air Force "brat," thought he had 
-ed the pinpacle 
he was assigned 
mer Robins, Ga. 
the son of a ca
. Force non-com
oned officer, he 
lsed to frequent 
s as evidenced by 
hools in 11 years. 
he joined the Air D. RACHEL 
and continued his 

ey, which included 
in Holland, Ari

, and Nebraska , 
he reached what 

ought was the ul
.e career job. 
I ieutenant colonel 
~ United States Air 
~. Rachel was re
iible for an invento- M. RACHEL 
$14 billion and had 
I people under his command. 
1en he got the promotion of a life
- a call from God that would even-

tually lead to him serving as a bivoca
tional -pastor of a small rural church in 
McNairy County. 
· The "promotion" also would lead him 

and his wife, Mary, to Mexico. The 
Rachels are missionary candidat~s for 
the International Missien Board in E.ich- ~ 
mend, Va. If approved by trustees Olil 

Friday, March 14, the couple will be 
among the missionaries appointed at a 
cemm]ssioning service March 15 at First 
Baptist Chureh, Concord, Knoxville (see 
story in box). 

"I loved the Air Force. I would be in it 
today if I hadn't been called by God into 
the pastorate." 

Rachel gave up his dream slot at the 
Warner Robins depot and accepted a 
transfer and demotion to be a division 
chief at a depot in Memphis, where he 
planned to serve for three years until he 
could retire after a 20-year military ca
reer. 

Origin ally, Rachel planned to serve 
30 years, but it became apparent to him 
that he needed te follow God's call into 
the ministry. 

The Rachels built a hotne in MeN airy 
County, and Rachel commuted about an 
hour and a half to Memphis each day. 

The couple joined Eastview Baptist 
Church in Ramer on the day the pastor 
resigned. The church, aware of Rachel's 
call to ministry, asked him to serve in .a 
supply,. then interim ·role, before calling 
him as pastor. 

Rachel served as pastor at Eastview 
for sev:eB .years, including three in a 
bivocatienal role while he was finishing 
his career in the Air Force. 

Two years agQ he was called as pastor 
of First Baptist Church "in Ridgely where 
he and his wife immediately went to 

IC 
-

work and became involved in the work of 
the church and Beulah Baptist Associa
tion, led by Director of Missions J erry 
~ssary, who has been a friend and inspi
ration to him, Rachel said. 

Through · an associational missions 
,Project, the Rachels participated on a 
missions trip to Mexico about a year ago. 
Rachel has since gone back twice while 
Mary has gone once more. 

"Missions ha d always been close to 
our hearts and prayers," Rachel said. 
-See Retired, page 3 

Knci~ille church hosts commissioning service 
For Baptist and Reflector 

ENOXVILI.E- The Southern Bap
tis_t International Mission Board will 
appoint 98 new missionaries in a ser
vice set for 7 p.m. on March 15 at First 
Baptist Church, Co-ncord, here. 

During the appointment service, the 
new missionaries will share testi
monies about how God has called them 
to overseas missions. 1MB President 
Jerry Rankin and Avery Willis of the 
board will speak. The program also in-

eludes a parade of international flags. 
Among the appointees are several 

couples with Tennessee connections : 
Leonard Carter, who has served on the 
staff of Bellevue Baptist Church, Cor
dova, since 1999; Melissa Frady, an 
anesthesiologist from Chattanooga; 
Danny and Mary Rachel (see story on 
this page); aDd Jeff and Leanie Wal
ters, a pastor and high school teacher 1 

from Chapel HilL I 
The service is held in tandem with a 

March 13wl5 meetingofiMB trustees. CJ 
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1MB missionary 
killed at airport 
in the Philippines 

Iowa Baptists mourn loss of native son 

Baptist Press 

RICHMOND - A Southern 
Baptist missionar y was killed 
and another missionary and her 
child were injured when a bomb 
exploded March 4 at the airp~rt 
in Davao City, Philippines. 

William P. uBill" Hyde, 59, 
died in surgery froin severe head 
and leg injuries. Barbara Wallis 
Stevens, 33, was slight ly injured 
and her 10-month-old son , 
Nathan1 also was wounded. 

"Our hearts go out to these 
families and their coworkers," 
said Larry Cox, a spokesman for 
the Southern Baptist Interna
tional Mission Board in Rich
mond, Va. "We are mo,ving 
quickly to assist the ·missionar
ies affected by this tragedy. We 
ask Christians everywhere to 
pray that God would show him
self strong for these families, 
their coworkers, and the other 
members of the Southern Bap
tist missionary family." 

At least 19 people were killed 
and 144 injured in the attack, 
which occurred outside the ar
rival terminal of the Davao air
port in the Philippines' second
largest city. 

The blast ripped through a 
shelter outside the terminal in 
which scores of people were hud
dled to escape a downpour. 

Barbara Stevens was injured 
by shrapnel in her left side and 
foot and was released from·the 

I 

hospital. Tim Warren , pastor of 
the church where she grew up, 
First Baptist in Willard, Mo. , 
said the prayer chain was acti
vated around 5:30a.m. March 4 
with a special focus on her son , 
y.rho has a bleeding disorder. 
"The bleeding just miraculously 
stopped," Warren told The Path
way newsjournal of the Missouri 
Baptist Convention. According 
to reports relayed from Barbara 
Stevens' mother, Warren said, 
'They didn't have to do surgery." 

He has since been released 
from intensive care and is listed 
in stable condition, according to 
a report on March 5. 

Baptist Press 

CEDAR RAPIDS; Iowa -
Bill Hyde, killed March 4 at a 
Philippines airport , and his 
wife, Lyn, were "well-loved mis
sionaries all across Iowa." 

0. Wyndell Jones, retired ex
ecutive director of the Baptist 
Convention of· Iowa, described 
the Hydes as key missions ad
vocates as Iowa Baptists grew 
from fellowship status in the 
Southern _Bap~ist Convention in 
the early 1970s to state conven
tion status in 1995. 

"They were kept real busy" 
during their furloughs in Iowa, 
said Jones, who led Iowa Bap
tists for 15 years and is now in
terim pastor of the Hydes' home 
church, Immanuel Baptist in 
Cedar Rapids. "Everywhere 
they ever spoke, people really 
did appreciate them. Iowa Bap
tists fe.l t real proud to have 
th.em as foreign missionaries." 

Hyde, a native of Cedar 
Rapids, 'Was among 19 people 

_ killed when a bomb exploded in 
Davao City, the Philippines' 
second-largest city. He had 
gone to t.Q.e airport to pick up a 
fellow missionary family, Mark 
and Barbara Steven-s-and their 
two children. Barbara Stev~ns 
and her lO-month-old son were 
among nearly 150 people in-

ship, affirming the process being 
followed by the BWA member
ship c.omm!ttee but also apolo~ 
gizing to Southern Baptists for 
any hurts caused by the deliber
ations. 

Explaining to committee 
members why the BW A is cur
rently operating with a $650,000 
deficit, BWA General Secretary 
Denton Lotz point~d to a·volatile 
and declining stock market, de
creased membership support, 
and a shift in local church giving 
p3:tterns from traditional insti-· 
tutions to independent organiza
tions and individuals, a ll of 
which have taken a severe finan
cial toll. 

Lotz cited the ina bility of. 
many of the 206 Baptist conyen
tions and unions in the BWA to UI think there was so much 

prayer going· up, and God just 
honored it," Warren said. 

Mark Stevens was uninjured 
in the blast. The couple's daugh-· 
ter, Sara~, 4, was treated and 
released with minor injuries. 0 

· increase their giving over the 
past 10 years from areas of the 
world where financial realities 
make it very difficult to con
tribute. 

BWA (Uts budget 
by 20 per,ent 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - A revised 
budget to address a $650,000 
deficit was adopted by the Bap~ 
tist World Alliance Executive 
Committee during its March 3-5 
meeting at the BWA headquar
ters, in suburban Washington. 

The 53-member BWA com
mittee also addressed the con
troversy involving the applica
tion of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship for BWA member-

The BWA "cannot continue to 
function in a deficit situation 
continually usi~g its reserves," 
Lotz said. ''Drastic situations re
quire drastic measures." 

Among the measures taken , 
the executive committee adopted 
a new budget of $1,688,416 for 
2003, enactiJ!g a 20 percent de
cr.ease from the $2,114,111 bud
get approved by the BWA Gener
al Council during its July 2002 

' meeting in Seville, Spain. 
Staff travel and BWA publi

cations will be reduced. The cuts 
also mean that BWA staff, for 
the first tim~ in recent history, 

. will not receive any salary or 
cost of living increases. 

The new budget figure in-

jured in the attack. tragedy will also serve 
Describing the Hydes as strengthen our resolve to 6 

"very warmhearted missionar- fully pray for the Hyde fa 
ies," Jones said their enthusi- and for the missionaries 
asm and commitment made serve throughout the WOrld. 
Iowa Baptists certain that the Ed Grego1·y, missions t 
duo were •every conscientious leader for the Baptist Con t 
about their work" in tion of Iowa 

I 

the Philippines, scribed Hyde 
where they ha~ "the epitome of 
served since thei!: missionary spi 
1978 appointment Amid permdic fi 
by the Southe-rn ly n~ed~ and 1 
Baptist Intema:tion- cerns, :With 81 

al Mission Board. urgin~eQ). to 
Jimmy Barren~ stateside by~ 

tine , executive di- "it's safer, it's 
rector of the Baptist- t e r ," Gregory 1 
Convention oT Iowa, THE HYDES · Hyde and his 

. in a statement is- - "just kept on 
sued March 4, said, "This is a back to the field where 
terrible loss to the people and called them." Gregory and 
churches of our state. But at first met during the early 1 
times· like this it is good to re- during Gregory's 1 ~ yea 
member that a life entrusted to Immanuel's pastor. 
God is never lost,-n~ver wasted. Over the years, Hyde "ke 
Even be yo ad death., Gad pre- training ... fulfilling difll 
serves life and extends the roles ... teaching, churCh p 
reach of Christian witness from iD.g. He was constantly de!! 
one generation to another. ing Filipino pastors, helj 

"Our · duty now is to' pray for them get new work started 
the people of the Philippines then mentoring them in 
until each' and every one has roles." 
experienced the love of Jesus. It · · · His wife .likewise has 
is· also our duty to c.i ntihue to ·devoted to missions. "She 
love, pray for, and forgive those constantly .. preparing for 
who mistreat us an_d those who lea_ding . :. conferences fo 
count us as their enemy. This wdm~n,t},1ere," Gregory 

.. • ... .. '"'!.;: ........ ~ 

eludes the possible loss of 
$125,000 from the Southern 
Baptist Convention's annual 
contributien, which is being rec- _ 
om:mended by the SBC Execu
tive Cqmm'ittee to messengers at 
this June's SBC annual meeting 
in Phoenix, . in reaction to . the 
CBF membership issue. 0 

Israel's Ne,anyahu 
to speak at Union 
Baptist Press 

JACKSON - Union Univer
sity has announced former Is
r aeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
N etanyahu will be the keynote 

speaker for its seventh 
scholarsh..W. banquet Oct. 
the .Car~~erkins Oivic 
here. -:·•-=-

N etanyahu's add11ess 
titled "Terrorism: How 
stit'utional .Deniocra 
Win." 

The youngest prime 
in Israeli history, N~~a11.1 
was elected in 1996. He 
ated the Wye River 
in 1998 and reduced a.ucn 

dence of terrorism in !SI'Ill~ 
ing his term. 

"Union University is 
to have a leader of this 
for our seventh annual 
ship banquet," Union 
David S. Dockery said. CJ 

MEETING RECENTLY at the TBC Baptist Center, 8" 
wood, was the allocations eommittee of the Golden OHII 
for Tennessee Missions. Members included, from I• 
Laurann Whetham of Luttrell; Martha Pitts of Barlett; Tt 
De Young, pastor, First Baptist Church, Whitwell; Doris Jl 
Large of Knoxville; Charles Manley of Jackson; G 
Yarbrough of Covington, and Nancy Hammons of Kingston 
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1nual meeting in September 

ciation to consider ouster of Glendale 
tie Wilkey 
and Reflector 

HVILLE - Messengers 
annual meeting of the 
lle Baptist Association 

lSider disfe11owshiping a 
which has called a les

- · ster during its annual 
in September. 

Tennessean daily news
eported Jan. 26 that 

.le Baptist Church had 
~pril Baker as associate 

responsibilities re
rimarily to children and 
s.last May. 
~r is a lesbian, according 
rennessean article. 
ts Feb. 17 Executive 
IDeeting, members ap
the following motion: 
"'That the churches of 
lle Baptist Association 
Le in redemptive prayer 
ro>·r-ossion for Glendale 
· Church; 

t the leadership of 
lle Baptist Association 

;chur<ChE~s act redemptive
ard Glendale Baptist 
; and 
lf there is no change in 

Glendale Baptist Church's ac
tion, then the Executive Board 
recommends that Nashville Bap
tist Association vote at its annu
al meeting, Sept. 15, 2003, to 
withdraw fellowship." 

Prior to the Executive Board 
meeting, three re.presentatives 
of NBA met \Yith Glendale Pas
tor Mark Caldwell and other 
leaders from the church, accord
ing to Jim Freedman, NBA di
rector of missions. 

Freedman said the purpose of 
the meeting was to verify the ac
curacy of The Tennessean story. 
The Glendale group said the sto
ry was true, Freedman said. 

Freedman said the NBA rep
resentatives then asked if by 
their action, ·Glendale was ap
proving a homesexual lifestyle. 
Freedman noted the Glendale 
leaders said they were not ap
proving the lifestyle. They said 
Baker, out of the candidates 
they in.terviewed, was best suit
ed for the position, related . 
Freedman, who said he was not 
present at the meeting. 

Freedman said the NBA group 
advised them of the association's 
position on homosexuality and told 

them if the church did not make a 
change,· "the Executive Board 
would recommend that the associ
ation withdraw fellowship from 
the church" at its annual meeting. 

According to the Constitution 
of the Nashville Baptist Associa
tion, the association can "with
draw affiliation from any church 
which ( 1) persists in doctrinal 
practices out of harmony with 
the Baptist Faith arid Message, 
(2) fails to be represented either 
by letter or messenger for two 
successive years, or (3) notifies 
the association of its desire to 
withdraw." 

The action to withdraw fel
lowship requires a two-thirds 
majority of the messengers pres
ent during an annual meeting, 
according to the NBA Constitu
tion . . 

Freedman said Glendale's de
cision to call a lesbian minister 
is contrary to the Baptist Faith 
and Message. · 

When contacted by the Bap
tist and Reflector, on March 5, 
Pastor. Mark Caldwell referred 
any comments on the NBA ac
tion to the Glendale's Church 
Council. Caldwell is slated to re-

tirecl Air Force officer ancl 111fife ••• 
inued from page 1 
'wife agreed, noting that 
L sensed a call to missions 
he was a young gir 1 in 
as. "I had heard mission
akers and was enthralled 

and held them in high 
I fe~t the call then but I 

ally understand it," 
JOM~ .... "'· said. 
..... vu.p••"" concurred that the 

to Mexico opened their 
We went to remote vil
'tnd saw small children 
.g eyes looking at you . It 
pped your heart out," 
recalled. 
couple noted the people 

ived in absolute poverty 
d never heard the gospel 
s Christ. 
· r call was reaffirmed af
t first trip to Mexico when 
ttended an IMB commis

service near Mayfield, 

m after we attended that 
and as we li:;tened to Dr. 
Rankin and the mission

testimonies, I knew we 
eady to answer God's 

aid Mary Rachel. ''We dis
our desire to enter inter

tal missions, agreeing to 
~ the possibility. It had fi
~n said out loud and now 
absalutely no doubt about 

calling for us to serve Him 
cico: she continued. 
:bel added that as he looks 
:.ver his life he has seen 
W bas been preparing me 
h tile varied life experi-
1 llave experienced and 

6a calling on my life is re
~ 
y calling is further con
I not only by His Word, His 
., other believers, but by 
ct He has also called Mary 
the same overwhelming 

"Our calling to serve 
among the people of Mexico 
is clarion clear. God has 
said go and we are ready." 

If approved for appoint
ment as missionary associ
ates, the Rachels will work 
among the Nahautl Indians, 
the largest indigenous 
group in Mexico. The tribe 
has 25 dialects, nine ef 
which are unreached, L-"--_...._ 
Rachel said. He and his DANNY AND MARY RACHEL otter 
wife will serve ·as strategy doughnuts and coffee to a vendor at 
coordinators for those nine last year's ~rts and crafts festival at 
dialects which encompass Reelfoot Lake State Park. The 
about one million people. Rachels have been active in the work 

"It's fascinating to us of Beulah Baptist Association which 
that here in North America has an annual_ ministry at the arts and 
there are several un- crafts fair. 
reach~d people groups," 
Rachel said. 

· The couple will make their 
headquarters in Puebla, Mexico, 
a city of about three million peo
ple, Rachel continued. 

A lot of their work, however, 
will be 1i0Jile in small villages 
throughout the area. Some of 
their travel will require tent 
camping, he noted. 

The couple stressed they are 
going as a "team" and will be 
partners in the work there. 

"Together we have been led in 
. this direction," Mary Rachel af

firmed. 
Her husband agreed. ''We are 

going to work as a team. We are 
excited about that." 

Their t.eam work has been ev
ident throughout their ministry. 
She served as youth director at 
Eastview in Ramer when he was 
pastor. In Ridgely she has 
taught literacy classes, volun
teered at the county pregnancy 
care center, and worked in nu
merous roles at FBC including 
teaching a fourth-sixth grade 

·Sunday School class, working 
with Children's Bible Drill, and 

singing in the choir. 
Tlie Rachels will spend their 

first year in Guadalajara, Mexi
co, attending language school. 

In a broad sense they see 
their call to work in Mexico as a 
«way t0 go into those dark, dark 
areas alild bring in the light of 
the gospel by whatever means 
we can," Rachel said. 

On a more down to earth lev
el, he continued, "we just want 
to demonstrate Jesus to these 
people by loving them." 

One of their tasks will be de
veloping relationships with Na
hautl Indians who have moved 
to Puebla and speak Spanish. 
Hopefully that will give the cou
ple inroads to the villages where 
the Nahautl Indians live, Rachel 
added. 

The Rachels have been im
pressed with the appointment 
process they have gone through 
although they admit it has been 
"grueling" at times. 

They feel it is to make sure a 
couple is really called to make 
the sacrifices missionaries must 
make ... I can't imagine anybody 

tire at Glendale on March 16. 
Glendale released the follow

ing statement on March 10 from 
Martha Jo Ben-y, chairperson of 
Glendale's Church Council: 

"If the Nashville Baptist Asso
ciation officially acts to withdraw 
fellowship from our church, we 
would respectfully note that any 
such disfellowshiping is involun
tary on our. part. 

··we have worked for decades 
on common mission endeavors 
with the Association and wish 
the NBA the best as it seeks to 
serve God in our community. We 
understand that many NBA 
members have strong opinions 
about decisions we have made as 
a community of faith. 

"We appreciate the fact that 
representatives of the NBA, in
stead of acting on supposition 
and in reaction to news reports, 
'Came to visit with us directly 
about the situation. We also ap
preciate the cordial meeting. 

"As Baptist Christians, Glen
dale wil'l continue to follow the· 
teachings of Christ as we under
stand them and to serve God, 
faithful to our Baptist heritage 
and traditions." 0 

going through the process to con
clusion unless it was God's call
ing on their life," Rachel ob-
served. . 

And like other missionaries, 
the Rachels are making sacri
fices by leaving their family 

. which includes two daughters, 
Kellye Rachel of Jackson and 
Melanie Glas of Memphis, and a 
14-molilth-old gr anddaughter, 
Samantha. 

Leaving them behind is the 
hard part, the couple agreed, but · 
added, "You do wliat God calls 
you to do and He takes care of 
all that." 

The Rachels observed that 
modem technology such as c<;>m
puters, email, and the Internet 
will allow them to have contact 
with their families that past 
missionaries did not enjoy. 

"It's not like the days of Lot
tie Moon when missionaries got 
on a ship and left for years at a 
time," Rachel said. 

As missionary associates, the 
Rachels have committed to ~ 
four-year term, but they antici
pate it lasting longer than that. 

They both know that their fu
ture depends on God's plan, not 
theirs. 

"We tried to make our own 
plans," Mary Rachel said. "But 
we learned we can't make our 
own plans and be obedient to 
God at the same time." 

The Rachels last Sunday at 
Ridgely was March 9. The 
church held a special commis
sioning service for them led by 
Jerry Essary. 

They are grateful to the 
Ridgely congregation for their 
support over the past two years. 

They gave u s time off and 
paid for our mission t rips, 
Rachel said. 1 view the church as 
part of the overall plan God had 
for us," he ,added. ~ 

.. 

Change in law 
could affect 
school children 
By Michael Foust 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - A sexual 
preference bill to pr otect 
Nashville's homosexuals in 
hiring practices would impact 
the city's public school sys
tem, possibly placing homo
sexual s in classroom s with 
children as young as 3 years 
of age. 

More than 70,000 students 
attend the city's 129 public 
schoQls, and the metro council 
- the city's legislative body 
- is considering a bill that 
would require those same 
schools to hire qualified ho
mosexual applicants. The pro
posal would cover all grades 
- including kindergarten -
as well as the city's pre
kindergarten and preschool 
programs, which inclu.des 
nearly 1,000 students ages 3 
and 4. • 

The bill, encased in gov-
ernment-like language, places 
"sexual orientation" alongside 
other protected classes such 
as race? sex and religion. 
Specifically, the bill prohibits 
employment discrimination 
based on "sexual orientation" 
within the metro government. 
· That includes the school 
system. "Metro ought to set 
an example as a number of 
larger employers in the city 
have done," the bill's co-spon-

. sor, councilman Chris Ferrell, 
told Baptist Press. 

But the bill's impact on the 
city's stude11ts is what most 
worries some in the Nashville 
community. 

"My greatest concern is 
our children, because our 
children are our most vital re
source," .said councilwoman 
Carolyn Baldwin Tucker, who 
is against any bill that in
cludes protection based on 
sexual preference. "We need 
to do all we can to make sure 
they have every opportunity 
to grow up in a healthy envi
ronment." 

The bill would create a 
predicament for conservative 
Christian parents, Two 
Rivers Baptist Church pastor 
Jerry Sutton believes. At 
home, Chri s tian children 
would be taught homosexuali
ty is a sin, but at school they 
could be learning under a ho
mosexual teacher who has 
different values, he said. 

"It's going to create more 
than a dilemma," the 
Nashville pastor said. "It's g<r 
ing to create a firestorm . The 
question is this: Why go down 
that road? ... They're basically 
executing an agenda." 

1 The homosexual communi-
ty's objective is s imple, Sut
ton said. 'Their goal is to nor
malize homosexuality in the 
community" and then alien 
a t e a n d ostracize "anyon e 
wh o opposes them.,. ., 

0 p J 
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Over 1,529 make spiritual decisions 

EC 2003 raws .1 2,826 ••• 
- Continued from page 1 
Woodstock, Ga. 

On Friday night Nolan used 
humor to describe himself and 
friends doing crazy "wacko stuff. n 

He warned t h e teens against 
"having a body by bow flex and a 
brain by Toys R Us." The craziest 
thing they could do is leave this 
meeting without being sure they 
are going to heaven, he said. _He 
referred to Matthew 7:21-23, not
ing the way to heaven can't be 
described as "your way. You can 
only go by the will of my father, 
period," he said. 

God's judgment of each per
son is like the ultimate report 
card or progress report day. On 
that day it doesn't matter if you 
say you know God a nd J esus. 
You want God to say He knows 
you, declared Nolan . 

To "get i t" Nolan said , the 
teens must ignore the pluralistic 
views of many people and under
stand Romans 5:8, which refers 
to the death of J esus. Whatever 
they have done, including lying 
and having sex, God still loves 
them and showed it by dying to 
pay their ticket into heaven , he 
stated. 

He described t he pain people 
will suffer in hell, noting it must 
be similar to the s uffering of 
burn victims. They should stop 
"gaming with God" by coming to 
Christian events to show off cars 
and clothes and exchange email 
addresses. 

God isn't intere s ted in 
whether they are better looking, 
smarter, or more talented than 
others. He's interested in bless-

ing them, he said. Nolan encour
aged them to enter God's chat
room and dialogue honestly with 
God. 

On Saturday, Nolan warned 
the teens they might be riding 
the motorcycle of life on the 
highway of happiness when they 
are "mac trucked by the devil." 

Last year 600,000 teens in 
the United States ages of 13-18 
attempted suicide, he reported. 

He said he had attempted 
suicide. His problems b egan 
when he was a child. His mother 
was mentally ill and a prostitute 
and he didn't know his father. 
He was abused in a foster care 
home and adopted at age 3. He 
loved his adoptive parents, who 
are both deceased, but clashed 

with his father, he described, 
who died when he was 15. His 
father never told Nolan he loved 
him and his mother didn't until 
recently. Nolan said he also suf
fered from fear because of the 
family's poor neighborhood. 

As a young man, Nolan was 
drinking, 'Smoking, and taking 
acid, he described, when a friend 
asked him to come to his church. 
The friend did this persistently. 
As a result, Nolan was saved. 

He encouraged the students 
to view God as their boss and 
not to get hung up on the fact 
that Christianity teaches they 
shouldn't drink, smoke, or curse. 
"He changed me big time," he 
said. 

Nolan encouraged the teens 

MARTY WALLACE, left, Kelly Smithson, and Megan Queen of 
Fairfield Baptist Church, Centerville, follow the mo

to persistently try to help people 
who need Jesus. They should do 
it despite being ostracized by 
their peers, he added. 

The story of God is "one 
wacky story for the world," he 
said, but "let it fly and let God 
do His thing," he declared. 

"Keep connecting because it 
ain't about us," he concluded. 

Also during the Saturday 
session of YEC, James Porch, 
TBC executive director, com
missioned some of the 60 youth 
who will serve in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, this summer. 
The effort, which will support 
the Tennessee/Rio Baptist Part
nership, is funded by offerings 

taken at the YEC. 
Shingleton explain 

theme of the meeting, ·c 
He asked the crowd to 
with someone after theY 
bring them to one of the 
gional meetings to be h· 
fall for students. 

Other speakers were 1 
Beard of Bellevue 1 
Church, Cordova, and 
Baskin of Third Baptist t 
Murfreesboro, "winner ru 
ner up respecrlv81y of tl 
Youth Speakers Toliinarr 

(Look for a report on 
the six break out sessio 
on Saturday afternoon in 
coming issue.) 0 

REBEKAH BRYAN, left, of Tayioi's·-ehapel Baptist C 
Murfreesboro, prays with Amy Strickler of Flewellyn l 
Chu_r~h, Springfield, after talking with Strickler about the s1 

dec1s1on she made during the Friday nig!Jt··st;ssion of the Y 
• .. .... -=-:t:... _. 

tions to a .?ong. --------------~~~~--------~ . . ~----~~ 

JAMES PORCH, executive director of the Tennessee Baptist Convention shows a 
backpack wh~ch stude_nts ~tanding in front of him receive. The students ar~ part of a 
group who Will serve m R10 de Janeiro, Brazil, this summer. Porch com- · 

BECAUSE OF the large number of students who made professions of fai. 
mando Fontes, lfJft of center, assistant minister of Cornerstone Baptist C 
Newport,. talks to several young men abCJut their decisions. 

missioned the students during the presentation. 

ATTENDING FROM First Baptist Church, Bruceton, were, from left Jor-
dan Fox, Jessie Cole, Heaven Wilks, and Jessie Grooms. ' 

• • 

LAUGHING AT the antics of The Skit Guys, Eddie James and Tommy Woodard of C 
Texas, are members of First Baptist Church, Halls, from left, Karie Webster, Ashley 81. 
Nacole Hutcherson, and Chad Harch. 
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omputers eliminate paper, why is my desk a s? 

10nnie Wilkey, editor 

~ :m computers first became 
•r I often heard it said 
. ..., .... ,"' eventually eliminate 
rork. 
~eone didn't know what 
ere talking about. 

uu..~-..t -.mputers really eliminat
need for printed copies, 

•n't I find out what my 
-···• ··-• .ally looks like. 

re are occasions when I 
ice oak-colored top, but it 

doesn't last long. the making. Of course, I did 
I am inundated with paper. learn from my predecessor 

. ' 
When Baptist Press began Fletcher Allen- that when the 
emailing their daily news re- stacks on the desk get too high, 
leases a few years ago, I thought use the floor behind you. 
that would help. No more pages Thought emails would elimi
of BP piled up in stacks. Didn't nate paper? Wrong. I end up 
happen. I print out hard copies printing and keeping copies. of 
(sometimes two since I occasion- emails which just add to my 
ally lose ene) of every BP re- stacks. They far outnumber the 
lease I'm sent. old-fashioned letters I still re

Add to that copies of other ceive. 
news services, news releases Several years ago, not long 
from schools and institutions, after we were married, Joyce did 
and I could literally be buried a cross stitch for' me that said 
under paper. "Creative clutter is better than 

Then stack on copies of Bap- · idle neatness." That's become a 
tist papers from other states, de- motto over the years. I keep it 
nominational magazines galore, on a bookcase in my office. Used 
and other periodicals which pass to keep it on my desk, but the 
through, a small mountain is in paper kept knocking it off. 

Finally, once every two weeks 
or so, I give up and clean off my 
desk and file things where they 
belong. Then I say I'm not going 
to let that happen again. Next 
thing I know the process has be
gun again. 

But I really don't mind. As a 
journalist and editor, I love the 
feel of paper. Yes1 you can read 
the emails and articles on the 
screen, but there is nothing like 
picking up a sheet of paper and 
watching words jump off the 
page. 

One of my worries as an edi
tor and journalist is that one 
day all papers and books will be 
produced and accessed only by 
computer. What a sad day that 
will be. 

. The stories and photos will be 
the same , but no computer 
screen can replace actually hold
ing that paper or book in hand 
and reading it up close. 

So while I «complain" about 
all the paper I deal with, it's 
done in jes t. 

I hope we will never see the 
day when we won1t have an ac
tual newspaper or book to pick 
up and hold. 

And while Bibles on tape are 
nice , nothing beats holding 
God's Word in your hands and 
flipping through the papers to 
find your favorite Scripture or 
that verse God wants you to see 
at that particular moment. 

As long as I can find my desk, 
keep the paper coming. 0 

altlty Christians live God's-Word in everyday life 
those who

1
go to 'church the mo~t. how hedid farming without one. do not love. (Are we to not love ing, or Discipleship training. In 

Ken Marler 

r's Note: The following is 
- in a series of articles. 

much of "church" do you 
· eed in order to be seen as 

Commission Christian? 
our of Sunday School 
Do we really need to 

"big church" if we went 
School (apparently 

,~ .... , ..... sq)? Is attending «big 
'""~·•vu•J:;,u? I mean why do 

be there all morning? 
"~n-~u6 I get all I need in 

worship event. (Appar
ot of people think in this 

about those «Super 
ans" who come back to 

1 on Sunday evening for 
udy and more worship? 
se people really so de
piritually that they need 
us of church on Sunday? 
be)ievable as it sounds 
re the Elite Christians 

back on VVednesday 
for even more! So, by 
attendance we can say 

e best Christians are 

. Wrong. The healthy Chns- A thought that never entered my anyone?) Yet the way some peo- fact some churches have tried 
t1an~ are th~se wh? are living mind. Bragging. mightily he told ~le who call themselves Chris- . real hard to corrte up with catchy 
<?od sWord m their everyday m~ all ab~~t this ~ever and th~t bans tre~t other people certainly names for this Di scipl eship 
hfe. . . , thmgamaJI~ o~ his tractor. F1- would g1ve the unchurc~ed a training so as to make it sound 

Sunday Scho?l alon: JUSt Isnt ~ally he said, Now preacher, I large dose of doubt. We behevers more important. Like Life 
~nough. Worship services alone JUSt want you to know that the often treat each other with School, Life Classes, Christiani
JUSt aren't e~10ugh. There needs next thing I say to a mule, it will doubts, suspicion, fault finding, ty 101 , 202 etc. Does it r eally 
to be t.hat I~tense, in depth , be to his face." I didn't get it. and disrespect. In fact I have matter what you call it as long 
strugglmg Bible stu_dy event or Lots of people I have told this heard it said, <'The way he treats as you are leading believers to
events that move believers to the story to tell me -they got it right the people who work under him ward seeing others as J esus saw 
next level. The next level of away. Jesus said, «Look to the is anything but like the way Je- others and treating others as Je
what, you might ask. My con- _ fields, they are white unto har- sus would treat people." Dr. Lan- sus saw others. 
tention is that we must move to vest." I may not be a farmer but drum Leavell of New Orleans Evaluate your progress in 
the level of being more like Jesus I do know that if the fields are (La.) Baptist Theological Semi- this area. A church should have 
every day. A life style that caus- white unto harvest and we do nary said in the sermdn Qn for- a number equal to one half of 
es believers'to do two things. not harvest them then we loose giveness, uThe sh abby way we the Sunday School attendance 

(1) To see people like Jesus them. How do you see people? Christians treat others should enrolled in this Discipleship 
saw people. Have you' considered Do you see people as Jesus saw cause us to fear as to whether building process. Make sure dis
how Jesus saw people? I am not people? Another example Jesus we should and will be forgiven cipleship classes are building be
a farmer, in fact I grew up in used was sheep. He saw people by Christ Himself." Someone lievers. These classes or events 
town. Having never experienced as sheep scattered without a told me one time, .«Well, he are fo'r believers, where Sunday 
a working barn it was a real shepherd. I know iwthing about should just be glad he has a job." School is for everyon e. These 
treat (so to speak) when I visited sheep, however those that do, That is not a Christian, redemp- classes or events are normally 
my first working barn. It was my tell me when they do not have-a tive practice. I wonder, s~ould limited in the number of ses
first full-time pastorate out of shepherd they scatter, wander, - we take J esus with us to work, sions where Sunday School is 
seminary. I visited a family and go their own way, often into dan- to school, to play? Or, is just go- not. These classes or events once 
upon knocking on the front door ger. ing· to church enough? It is easy started do not allow you to join 
the lady of the house instructed (2) Secondly, healthy, grow- to talk the Christian life , it is once starte d where Sunday 
me to go see her husband, who ing believers treat people as Je- another matter all together to School can be joined at any time. 
was in the barn. After tip toeing sus treated people. Jesus himself live it. Develop a strategy to go be
through the pasture to the barn, gave the world the right tojudge As my friend Alan Tungett yond Sunday School in develop
(quite a walk-in dress shoes and us. «By this all people will know said one day, «When someone ing believers. 0 -Marler is 
slacks) I entered the barn where that you are My disciples, if you leaves your presence they should growth specialist in the Christian 
my host was admiring his new have love for one another" (Hol- . have experienced a litt le more of Growth Development Group of 
tractot·. I found out he had never man Christian Standard Bible). who Jesus is." The process of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
had a tractor before. This was When you love peopfe you treat building h ealthy Christians is tion. He can be reached at (615) 
his first one. I did not consider them differently than those you often called Discipleship build- 371-7934. 

. . 

putting the wishes, needs, desires of others before yourself 
. our points of view. the wife has a closed mind and is correct- that you all were get:- with this. No pressure at all. 

ay Paul Barkley 

1e field of human rela
ps and communication, 
a concept known as ego 

ty or ego equilibrium. 
us feels compelled to de
r opinions and what we 
to be right. The harder 
pushed, the harder we 

tck. The higher the level 
ict and the more we be
be at stake, the more en
d we tend to become in 

There is another technique or divorcing a husband, she is in ting too seriou s too fast - or These strat egies put into 
concept in hypnosis which psy- love with her negative feelings. whatever their interpretation is practice the scriptural admoni
chologists call negative sug- So she puts her negative feelings that they've given to you. Agree tion to put the wishes, needs, 
gestibility. When the other person in charge of the door to her with it , and act happy about and desires of others before self. 
is pu11ing away from you or want- mind. And when you try to rea- whatever it is that they want. As hard as this is to do, it opens 
ing a divorce or wanting separa- son with her, you're telling her (4) Date others (not if you are the door for the other one that 
tion, they are almost automatical- that her negative feelings are still married!). Make them jeal- en_g~ged in the differ~nce of 
lyon the opposite side of any fence wrong. That causes her n~gative ous. Play hard-to-g~t: . ?PllllOn to be able f? constde~ ~e 
that they perceive you as being on. feelings to lock the door tighter. (5) Do everythmg rnstantly JS~e from an unbtased posttlon 
So use the eastern marshal arts Agree with her negative feelings and happily, one hundred per- Without the pressure to prove 
technique of going with them. - whatever they are. "Yes, this cent your mate's ;vay. . t~eir point. I .usua_lly tel1 my 

Now here are five elements, relationship is hopeless." "Yes, Now, you cant do th1s for a clients. who res1st thts techruque 
five ideas five strategies in- you will never be ab-le to trust week or a day or a month, and to try 1t. What you have been do
volved in this technique. ' me. That's exactly correct." Do then s~tch back ?ver to t~e old ing d_oesn't ~eem. to have been 

(1) Stop pressuring, stop criti- not defend yourself. Just agree, pressunng self. It s not g~mg f:O ~orking. Th1s m1ght work and 
cizing, stop complaining, and sound sincere, and shut up. work f?r you. And you cant do It IS, therefore, worth a try. Go.d 
stop whiriing. (3) Act perfectly happy about ~artly m one pa~ of the conve~- bless your effor:t! ., - B~rkley IS 

(2) Agree with anything your everything as it is . The status tion and then slip back to explam- professor, Baphst Memonal Col
mate says or does. Put a good quo - as it is. Act perfectly hap- ing yourself about what you want lege of Health Sciences, Mem
name on it. Agree with his or her py. Enjoy your space. Enjoy your and why you did what you did. phis, and a family therapist in pri
negative feelings. You see, when freedom. Tell them that they are You've got to practice consistency vate practice. 

• 
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SBC thildt11re 
• • reg•strat1on opens 

Baptist Press 

PHOENIX - Families wish
ing to enroll their children in 
childcare services at the South
ern Baptist Convention June 
15-18 here may now register on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 

Childcare services for infants 
through kindergarten will com
pl ement the SBC's first-ever 
Kingdom Family Rally on Mon
day evening, June 16, and will 
continue to be available during 
the Tuesday and Wednesday 
sessions of t he SBC annual 
meeting 

Childcare also will be operi 
for the Sunday and Monday ses
sions of the Pastors' Conference 
and Woman's Missionary Union 
annual meeting. 

The Kingdom Family Rally 
will feature such family advo-: 
cates as Dennis and Barbara 
Rainey of Family Life Today, 
singer Steve Green and his wife, 
Maryjean, and Tom Elliff, chair 
of the SBC Council on Family 
Life, and his wife, Jeannie. 

The rally a lso will include 
testimonies from various SBC 
leaders and Baptist famil~es; 

BOWUNG UNITED INDUSTBJF.S 
ManumcfUI~i~ •. ' Baptistries 

Ughts .. ~ 

TOLL FREE: 1-801)..446..7400 
FAX: 434-822-2210 S\ee1)1es 

WWW.GULFSHORESCONDOS.COM 
Beachside Vacation Condos, All sizes 

Spring special: 
2 Night weekend, $130.00 

4 Weeknigpts, $190.00 Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 4/22 

(205} 554-1524 . 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

www.fiberglasschurchprod.com 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATIANOOGA, TN 37415 

Established Christian 
Ministry 

For Sale: Christian retreat on 45 
acres. "The Cliff House" uniquely 
built in the cleft of a rock. Total 
facilities to accommodate 40 or 
more. Lake and walking trails. 
Call Scenic Realty at 1-800-737-
6297. Pictorial CD available. 

conference leader and author 
Gary Chapman; and video seg
ments from James and Shirley 
Dobson of Focus on the Family 
and Bible teacher and author 
Beth Moore. The rally will be 
part of the Pastors' Conference, 
which will be devoted in its en
tirety to the family. The confer
ence is open to church staff 
members' familie s as well as 
laypeople interested in bolster
ing marriage ip America. 

"At this year's convention, 
we're not simply h aving a rally 
about the family, but the whole 
event is designed with the fami
ly in mind," said Elliff, a former 

MINISTRIES-SINGLE ADULTS 
Minister to single adults, Lexing- · 
ton/Midlands of South Carolina. Send 
resume to Search Committee, Lex
ington Baptist Church, 308 E. Main 
St., Lexington, SC 29072. . 

MINISTRIES - EDUCATION 
Gilliam Springs Baptist Church, 
Arab, Ala.; is seeking an experi
enced minister (at least 3 -5 
years} to lead the education and 
outreach ministries . Seminary 
training preferred. Send resume 
to Staff Search, Box 463, Arab, 
AL 35016 or mroden@gilliam
springs.org. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Wanted : Church Van (15 pas
senger). Small rural church near 
Baxter, Tenn., is seeking a. used 
van. If your church has older van 
to discard: please contact Pastor 
Terry Crabtree, Boiling Springs · 
Baptist Church , Baxter, at 
TCrabtree@berkline.com or call 
(931) 445-4898. 

MINISTRIES - OTHER 
Nashville church seeking sum
mer day camp director. Plan and 
implement program for approxi
mately 100 1st-8th graders and 
supervise staff of 15. Camp 
open Monday-Friday. College 
degree and experience pre
ferred. Fax resume to (615) 361-
5732. 

MINISTRIES - POSITIONS 
Needed: part-time music director 
and part-time organist for Sul
phur Springs Baptis t Church , 

· 1567 Gray/Sulphur Springs Rd. , 
Jonesborough , TN · 37659 . 
Please submit resume with refer
ences. 

RePlace Your VA 

Featuring Daimler-Chrysler 
Commercial Buses 

Commercial Bus Sales 

with a 
BUS! 

15-58 Passenger Buses 
.New & Pre-Owned 
We Want Your Van! 

Toll. Free: 866/287-4768 
On·Site Parts and Service 

. www.busgroup.com 

SBC president and pastor of the 
Oklahoma City-area First 
Southem Baptist Church in Del 
City. 

"There has never been a con
vention when it has been easier 
to bring an entire family - and 
have them involved in the 
whole convention." 

A $10 one-time nonrefund
able registration fee is charged 
for each child. For each session, 
a $5 per child fee is charged, 
with a maximum charge of $40 

per family for the full four days 
of childcare. Lunch also will be 
available for the children on 
Monday and Tuesday for a cost 
of $5 per lunch. Complete pay
ment is due for all sessions and 
for lunch, if selected, upon ar
rival for the first session. 

Registration information 
m ay be obtained by emailing 
sndyosbrn@aol.com, including 
the sender's name and address; 
by phene, at ~636) ~27 -7850; by 
downloading a set of forms for 

Are your Seniors tired of crawling over the HUMP? The solution 
is a 15-passenger Mini Bus/Van with an aisle. 

raised roof. and NO COL. 

Call Tri-State Van and Bus Sales 
1-800-330-3622 

Ruth's Ministry presents ... 

Celebra·te Li · e 
' 

Women's Conference 

M:ay 16 & 17 

Clearview Baptist Church 
Franklin, Tenn. 

For information call: 
615-794-5488 or 256-356-8900 
e-mail: ruthsmin@hiwaay.net 

• 

r 

• Master of Divinity 
• Doctor of Ministry 

.Special guests: 
. 

Gigi 
Graham 

Iris Blue 

• Doctor of Philosophy 

Concerned that 
you're not fully 
prepared for a 
ministry in the 
African-American 
community? The 
challenges of urban 
ministry overwhelming 
you? Do you just want to be 
better prepared? 

If you're ministering in an urban 
contel1 and ~ou're looking for a way 
to balance theological integrity with 
real world grit, Southern Seminary's 
degrees in Black Church Studies are the answers to your prayers. 
Placing a special emphasis on meeting the needs of urban ministries 

' t~es_e programs are desi~ed to equip ministers by combining a strong, 
btbhcally-based foundation and practical solutions. 

From a master's degree to a PhD, Southern Seminary has the right 
program for you. To'iind out more, calll-800-'26-5 525 or visit us on 
the Internet~ www.sbts.edu. 

each child. at www. 
nualmeeting.or~ or by w 
to SBC Childcare, Sand 
bome, Ballwin Baptist Cl 
15101 Manchester Road 
win, MO 63011.0 ' 

Pews, pulpits, baffist 
steeples, stained glaaa, cc 

VAN WINKLE 
CHURCH FURNISHit; 

& PEW UPHOLSTEI 
PO Box 651 . Antioch, TN 3701 HI& 
(615) 366·991 0 
TOLL FREE 1 ·800·821-726a 

. 

MINISTRIES - MUSI 
SBC seeks full-time music 
tor . Exceptional profesl 
opportunity for creative, e 
enced, and skilled church 
cian. Music degree nr .. ll •• !.l: 

Send resume to Seer 
Minister of Music Search 
mittee, First Baptist Churct 
Box 508, McMinnville 

371.10. I 
MINISTRIES - STUDE! 

Part-time youth minister. I 
send resume to PGBC, 
Gann Rd., Hixson, TN 37' 

_ email pgbc@bellsouth.net. 
.. . 

•• • • • ......... ·~ 
. Fir?fBaptist. Church of Sm 

is see~ing .. an experience~ 
time minister of youth. We 

..:gfo~i~~~- diverse, vision-a 
chur-ch·lE>eated in the hills ( 
die Tennessee on beauti~ 
ter Hill Lake. Our focus 
wf~nins;_y~uth to Christ, ' 

., piing .tTJe m in the fai 
broa<}eniog their jr:aut"\11101 

wo~ship· l:lnd se,rvice. 
must be able to work in 
Staff, team-oriented anlliPI1 

and should possess 
leadership, organiz~tiana 
people skills. Married 
with seminary degree 
Send resume to Youth 
Committee, First Baptist 
101 West Church St., 
TN 37166. 

. 
MINISTRIES - ... .a.:os 

New Harmony Baptist 
Savannah , Tenn ., is cu 
seeking a full-time castor. 
resume to the New 
Baptist Church, 610 
Bridge Rd ., Savan 
38372. For more iRformatil 
(731) 926-4167. 

Mclean Baptist Church, 
phis, Tenn., is seeking ab 
tiona! pastor to serve a 
mid-town church. lntereste 
ties may contact the chu 
815 N. Mclean, Memph 
38107 , Attn . Pastor 
Committee. 

~ •> ~· 
Celina First Baptist CMI 
small Southern Baptist Cht 
Middle Tennessee is see 
pastor with a vision for • 
ship and growth. P~ 
diately available. Send 
to Ministerial Search CIJII 
c/ o Kenneth Beaty. P.O 
217, Celina, TN 38551 • 
243-6725 (office) or 2.f3 
(home). 
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- minister's corner 
::ott Shepherd 

~ days, it seems that everyone in the Christ
reb is talking about worship. Differences of 
concerning worship style have gone so far 
congregations as to actually split churches. 
hurches across the United States have 
their congregation with the style of wor
. ding the church's main distinguishing · 

.e. "Country Western Grace Church," and 
~z Church." (I'm not kidding!) 

when people are asked about their 
wor$hip, they most often respond with "we 
temporary worship," or "our worship is 

~" Unfortunately, these answers descril?e -
1ao•i" of the church, rather than adequately 
<>r valuing the church's wo~hip. 
- that in our modern discussions, disagree
and wars concerning worship, we have 

,..he point of what worship actually is. Wor
synonymous with one parti~ular style. 

p is no.t concerned with style at all. 
does God have to say about w:oFship in · 

? What are His requirements, and is style 
r~oJnsl· deration? When the word worship is 

both tne Old and the New Testament it 
~~o:::~i::n~.utially the same thing. In the Old Testa

o words are predominantly used; shachah 
fl· "Abad connotes the idea of work, bond
labor, or general service, which is a form of 
, " Paul's words in Romans relate this idea 

I urge you, brethren, by the mer
·od, to present your bodies a living and holy 
,. acceptable to. God, which is your spiritual 
of worship" (Romans 12:1). The word 
means ·to prostrate oneself or bow before 

ng worshiped. We read in Matthew 2-:11, 
~ wise men "fell to the ground and wor
~'-' .... ·"' Christ child. This is a- wond~rlul image 
ah. The New Testament word for worship 

i•i:Ileo and means essentially the same thll)g: 
to. prostrate oneself in homage, to rever-

adore, wit}). the added picture of 'kisS,ing 

the Biblical picture of warship is to bow 
-od. More specifically, it is the· act of bowing 
earts before God. It is the willing submis
ur hearts, our wills, our all as we offer our
lS living sacrifices, acceptable to God." a ·
·d is minister of music and worship of First 
; hurch, Paris. 

iust for todGy ---
red Wood , retired pastor, Memphis 

With A Smile: Pet shop customer: "How 
~r that large dog in the kennel?" Clerk-: 
ustomer: "How much for the small dog , 

rre?'' Clerk: "$100." Customer: "How much 
tiny little dog over there?" Clerk: "$200." 
er: "How much would it be if I didn't buy 
at all?" 

) This Truth: Some people know more and 
bout.Iess and less until they soon know 
about everything. 

lorize This Scripture: "For .whosoever 
• him shall be given ... but whosoever hath 
m him shall be taken away even that he 
-Matthew 13:12, NIV 
r This Prayer: Lord, help me to realize 
i thout Jesus things will get worse and 
l 

,.!"\ 
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r:-Yiunr lbur Faith 
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Praying that focuses on God 
By Ernest Standerfer 

Focal passage -Daniel 9:1-10, 
15-19 

During an overseas mission trip 
several years ago a guide led us to 
see one of the temples of the area. 
Once inside she asked if she ·could 
pray for us. Before beginning her 
prayer, she raised her arms over her 
head and clapped. Later a mission-

. ary ·explained that she was seeking 
the_ ~od's attention before she prayed. 

The Bible helps us understand 
beyond dpubt, that we have God's 
attention. Daniel prayed with that 
convictj_on. He believed that the 
time of Jeremiah's predictiOn con
cern1ng the "desolation of 
Jerusalem" (v. 2) would soon be ful
filled, and he began to seek God's 
help for Israel and its spiritual 
nee~. _ 

Earlier Daniel thanked and 
praised God for giving him wisdom 
to interpret the kings' dreams (2:23) 
and told the king «there is a God in 

' ;heaven who reveals mysteries" (ch. 
2:28). 

When. Daniel learned of a decree 
to pray only to the king (chapter 6) 
"he went home to his upstairs room 
where the windows opened toward 
Jerusalem. Three times a day he··got 
down on his knees and prayed, giv
ing thanks to.his God, just as he had 
done before" (ch. 6:10). Because he 
was sent to and survived the lion's 
den for ignoring the decree and 
praying to God, the king issued a 
new proclamation about the -God in 
whpm Daniel believed. "For he is the 

living God and he endures forever 
hi~ kingdom will not be destroyed: 
his dominion will never end" (v. 26). 

In private and public, Daniel ex
pr_essed strong convictions about the 
power of his God. Daniel was not 
asked to intercede. He was not an 
official prophet or a member of a 
priestly family. Yet he prayed and 
his deep convictions about prayer 
and the nature of his God to whom 
he prayed inspire us. Like Daniel. 

We pray to a great and awesome 
God (vv. 1-4). Coming before God in 
«sackcloth and ashes" (v. 3) Daniel 
confessed: "0 Lord, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps his 
covenant of love with all who love 
him and obey his command" (v. 4). 
God's incomparable greatness, faith
fulness, and steadfast lov:e assures 
and encourages us when we pray. 

We pray to a righteous God (ch. 
9:5-10, 1.5-16). «Lord, you are right
eous" (v. 7), and Daniel confessed 
"we· have sinned and done~ wrong. 
We have been .wicked and have re
~belled; we have turned away from 
your commands and laws" (v. 5). 
Like Israel· our hope is roo'ted in the 
character of our righteous God and 
not in our cleverness or plans. 

We pray- to a merciful God (vv. 
17-19): Daniel depended on God's 
"great mercy'' (v. 19), and believed 
that his prayer . would be heard. 
With no self-interest and deep con
cern for God's name, Daniel prayed. 
"We do not make requests · of you be
cause we are righteous, but because 
ofyour great mercy'' (v. 18). 

As we pray remember that God 

Honor the Lord 
By Joe Brooks • 

Focal passage -I Kings 5:Z-7; 
6:11-14; 7:51 

Today; I will conquer procrastina
tion. Well ... maybe tomorrow. 

Sadly, this is our story, this is our 
song. We possess good intentions 
about acting on our good intentions. 
We wish for growth. We hunger and 
thirst for righteousness. We want 
patience. We want it now. 

But, we develop a handicap; a 
malady that a pop psychologist 
might call "Intentionally -chal
lenged." Things hinder us. Maybe we 

· feel too small; overwhelmed. Maybe 
we're underwhelmed. Perhaps we're 

. just whelmed. 
Solomon can be a great friend for 

the intentionally challenged pe-rson. 
The time for building the temple was 
at hand. David's noble intentions, 
but bloody hands were not the prop
er instruments for the holy work of 
temple building. It was a noble 
dream, but God denied that dream. 

Solomon's wisdom brought 
David's intention into reality. 
Solomon's heart and hands were 
uniquely and providentially pre
pared for the task. He led Israel in a 
God-sized vision. For seven years, Is
rael built a house in which the Lord 
could dwell among His people. 
Solomon mixed building with pleas
ing the Lord. 

He strengthened his relationships 
with Hiram, king of Tyre. Hiram 
provided lumber and lumberjacks. 
Solomon provided the food and lodg
ing for the men. Need: the mother of 
invention, birthed a satisfyitl.g, con-

, 

tinued relationship between the two 
countries and their leaders. 

Solomon set a course and lived by 
faith. The intentions conceived in· 
David's heart were birthed during 
Solomon's kingly reign. Nothing is 
more sickening than a hope denied 
and deferred, but nothing is sweeter 
than a desire accomplished and 
achieved (Proverbs.13:12). 

We live in an age where our pace 
is as _fast as our food. And our pace 
- even on a slow day is the speed of 
the information super highway. In
stant messages and instan~ connec-
tions; they give us the appearance 
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that we are the 
most intentional 
persons m the 
world. 

But, have you 
noticed how really 
unintentional and 
accidental we 
sometimes live our 
lives? Often, our in
tentions of honor-

ing the Lord are mere talk; the least 
expensive form of communication in 
the world. Does James describe us? 
Are we looking into the mirror (the 
Bible) and then forgetting what we 
saw (James 1:24)? 

Oh, sure, someday, we'll change. 
We'll conquer procrastination. 
Maybe tomorrow. 

What would have happened in Is
rael if Solomon would have had that 

• 
attitude? Without the king's inten-
tional obedience - no temple. With
out the temple - no place of God's 
presence. Without a symbolic place of 
God's presence- no place for Jesus 
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knows us - our sins, our weakness
es, and our strength s. He cares 
about us and our concerns and re
sponds With compassion toward us. 
Praise God, He 
hears and responds 
to our prayers. 

My daughter 
wrote a song, "You 
Are My God" that 
captures Daniel's 
understanding of 
God and the confi
dence we can have STANDERFER 
when we pray to 
Him. 

"I read in Your Word that You de
light in me, that You know my 
thoughts, my hurts, and fears. You
know my days, my life, my years. 
I'm amazed to know Creator of the 

· world would· know my heart and 
God of all the universe would give 
me a new start. 

''You're an awesome God, a holy 
God, a loving and gracious friend. 

"You're almighty God, powerfu'l 
God, with greater love than we can 
comprehend. 

"You are powerful and strong, 
gentle and kind, daring and true, 

"You make each day new, and 
You never fail to love me. You are 
my God." 0 - Standerfer is a retired . 
pastor and a member of Judson Bap
tist Cht.~rch, Nashville. 
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to teach dw'ing his e;uthly ministry. 
"Today, if YOJ.l hear his voice, do 

not harden your hearts." (Hebrews 
3:7). Today is a field in which God 
plants a kingdom sized vision in our 
hearts. Today is a ripe, succulent 
fruit ready for picking. Use it for 
God's glory. Build an intentional life 
for the kingdom of God and the lives 
of people you love. 

Today, as James said, (James 
4:15) is a vanishing mist; here today, 
and, gone tomorrow. 

In other news, let me remind one 
faithful B&R reader in Cookeville, of 
the power of intentional praying. 
Once upon a Sunday, Mildred 
Brooks , the pastor 's wife of Big 
Spring Baptist Church, Cleveland, 
struggled weekly (weakly?) with her 
small boy through worship services. 
Prayers of lamentation reached 
heaven every Sunday. One such 
prayer went something like "J oe, if 
you don't be sti11 God is going to call 
you to preach." 

After I finish this article, I might 
just slip into the empty sanctuary 
and sit for a few moments in the 
fourth row, center aisle of Big Spring 
Baptist Church. The very place 
where mama p,rayed all those 
prayers. I'll think and thank on days 
gone by. Today, Mar. 4 , is my first 
year anniversary as pastor here at 
Big Spring. Mama, your prayers were 
answered. :J - Brooks is pastor of 
Big Spring Baptist Church, Cleveland. 
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Deaths 
+ James E dwin "Ed" 

Byers died Feb. 24. He was 89 
years old. Byers served as pas
tor of Ri dget op Ba pt ist 
Church , Ridgetop; as a volun
teer with T.W. Hunt and th e 
national prayer corps of Life
Way Ch r i s t ian Resources , 
Nashville; a s a p as tor in 
Texas ; m i ss i onary in t h e 
Northwest Baptist Convention; 
and Mission Service Corps vol
unteer in Texas. 

s · 
+ Nick King, pastor, Gum 

Springs Ba ptis t Church , 
Lawrenceburg, was ordained 
F eb . 16 by Wa les Ba ptis t 
Church, Pulaski. . 

+ Richard Hallmark has 
been called as minister of mu
s ic, Trinity Baptist Church, 
Lawrenceburg. 

+ On J a n . 26 a P r o Life 
Ra lly was held at t h e 
Lawrenceburg City Adminis
t r at io'n Building to con sider 
th e moral dilemma forced· on 
people because of the legaliza
tion of abortion. The rally drew 
about 300 people. Speakers in
cluded Steve Clark, pastor , 
Immanuel Ba ptis t Church , 
Lawrenceburg; Lincoln Davis , 
U.S. Congressman; Joey Hens
ley, state legislator ; and repre
sen tatives of t h e Chu r ch .of 
Ch r i s t , Meth9di s t church , 
Ch u r ch of God , Rom a n 
Ca t h olic Church , and t h e 
area's Pro Life Ch apter. Th e 
event was spon sor ed by t he 
Lawrenceburg Ministerial As
sociation and the Pro Life 
Chapter. 

+ Concord Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga, calle d Aaron 
Martin a s minis t er of · stu
dents, effective Jan. 5. H~ for
merly served a church in Birm
ingham, Ala. 

• Hickman Baptist Church, 
Hickman, has called Donald 
Elmore of Lebanon as pastor. 

+ F red Long has been 
called as pastor of F rost Bot
tom Baptist Church, Oliver 
Springs. 

+ Corner ston e Baptist 
Chu rch , Clinton, h as called 
Jim Hulse as pastor. 

+ Terry Samples, senior 
p as tor, Cr agfon t Baptis t 
Chur ch , Cast alian Springs, 
served recently in Australia 
where he spoke at a ministers' 
conference. 

+ Jim Clark and Gary 
Cate of Sharon Ba ptist 
Ch u rch, Knoxville, returned 
home March 5 after Disaster 
Relief service in Portsmouth, 
Ohio, for the Southern Baptist 
Con ven t ion , r eported Lloyd 
Blackwell of t he Tennessee 
Baptist Convention staff. Resi
dents of Portsmouth are suffer 
ing th e effects of a recent ice 
storm. The Tennesseans joined 
oth er DR volunteer s servi~g 
ther e. They helped clean the · 
yards of 10 residents and con
ducted damage assessments. 
SBC DR work, which also in
cluded feeding of storm victims 
and volunteers, was closed 
March ·6. 

+ Firs t Ba p t is t Ch urch, 
Doyle, called Garvin Haley as 
interim pastor , effective March 
2. 

+ Jamie Rogers has been 
called as pastor , McCloud Bap
t ist Church , Rogersville. 

+ Charles Randle h as 
been called as past or of Life 
Way Baptist Church, Atoka. 

+ Dennis Deese, pastor, 
First Baptist Church , Hunter, 
Elizabethton , was honored for 
10 years of service Feb. 2. 

hurches 
+ Members of Lincoln 

Park Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, w·ill s erve in 
Guatamala June 14-21. They 
will help build a church build-. 
mg. 

+ First Bap.tist Church, 
Clifton, will hold revival 

Te n·n eSc en e 

HELPING LEAD THE Open House Celebration of Iglesia Bautista La Gran Comisi6n (Great 1 

sion Baptist Church), Morristown, March 2-3 were, from left, James Williams, dir_ector of missi 
/achucky Baptist Association, based in Morristown; Alexis Andino, pastor, Hispanic Baptist M 
First Baptist Church, Lebanon; and William Burton, pastor, Iglesia Bautista La Gran Comis 
church is remodeling a 7,200-square-foot grocery store. In the two and ·a half years since it wa: 
the church has met in a form'er store and funeral heme and shared ·a church building with 
gregation. The celebration dtew'147. Andino spoke at the Saturday evening open house and 
qay morning celebration. Six adults made professions of-faith. 

March 23-26. Ronnie Wilburn, held April 5 and 12. For more town, will partner wi· 
presiden t of the T ennessee information, contact DeWayne ern India n a Associa 
Baptist .Convention and direc- Howard, senior pastor , at (423) t h r ee years. The act 
t or of missions, Shelby Baptist 507-0062 or past or@n ew- taken by the associatio 
Association, based in Mem- visionchurch.infd. utive board Feb. 3. 
phis, will speak. Wilburn was + First Baptist. Church, + The Vacation 
former pas tor of the church Greenville, .will h old a School clinic ofLoud01 
and met and married his wife, wom en 's confere n ce, "Who ty Baptist Associai 
Barbara, there. Donnie Cr~ig, Holds the Key to y our Heart?"· · porte~:in .last week's E 
pastor of the church , will lead March 28-29. Lysa: TerKuerst. b~neld April 1 at Firs1 
the music. For more informa- of The Proverbs 31 Ministry . Chur:ch , ,:;enoir City, f 
tion , call t he church at (931) will speak . The meeting begins . l?·:m. For more informal 
676-5211. ·at 6 p.m. on Friday and ends ::.:~~Il .. I."'l.:e.adway at (8f 

+ Michael Mason, ru1 evan
gelist of Decatur, Ala ., will 
lead the March 16-20 reviyal 
a t First Baptist Church, 
Livingston. Gary Allen, inter
im mus ic ·minist er of the 
church, will lead the music. 
For more information , contact 
the church a t dcobb@fbcliv
ingston.cem or (931) 823-2096.-

+ ~irst Baptist Church, 
Lexington, will begin revival 
services March 23. Phil Glis
son, evangelist of Memphis, 
will speak. 

+New Vision Church, 
Athens, needs help ·canvassing 
its community prior to a HOPE 
crusade beginning on Easter. 
The outreach activity w:ill be 

• > -·~ ... 

a t 2 p.m. on Saturday. For --1851-:""""'"--
more infor~ation , call the · 
church a t (423) 639-3194 or 
conta ct www .fbcwomen 
conf.homestead.com. 

+ Hillcrest Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, will · 
hold r evival March 16-19. 
David Miller will speak. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Calhoun, will hold revival 
March 16-19. Phil Glisson , 
evangelist based in Memphis, 
will speak: 

+ Eldad Baptist Church, 
Trenton, celebrated its 175th 
anniversary as a church Feb. 
16. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Middieton, will hold revival 
March 23-26. Eddie Little, pas
tor, Hickory Withe Baptist 
Church, Hickory Withe, will 
speak . For more information, 
call the church at (731) 376-

-8373. 

+ Eastview Baptist 
Church, Ramer, will hold re
vival March 16-19. Brian 
Rainey, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Michie, will speak. 

+ Clear Springs Baptist 
Church, Mascot, held revival 
Feb . 16-19. Morris Ander son 
spoke and Roger McCown led 
th~ music.· As a result eight 
p eople made professions of 
faith and many oth er s made 
other spiritual decisions. 

• 

+ Hamilton Coun 
.tist.A-ssociation, b ... ~ ...... ~..._._ 

Chattal!ooga, will hol· 
fer~nce. -for family car 

... .·-"' . 
"Aging. With Grace,"; 
at Brainerd Hills 
Church, Chattanooga. ' 
ference will be held 
a.m .. to 1:50 p.m. The 
speaker will be Seneca 
Alexian Village of Te1 
Wor:kshops include "1 
sues Facing Seniors," 1 

tion Management
Sure the Pill GoeE 
Right," "Ministry t 
givers," "Early Detecti 
mentia, ~ "Re peat P 
Grandparents Who arf 
ry Caregivers of their 
children." Other workS 
"An .Opportunity for 1 
Clergy Lea der s to I 
Skills through Clini~ 
toral E9,ucation," and 
cial Planning for the 
Years." For more infm 
contact the associ~tion 
267-3794 or hcba@bap 
ciation.com. 

JAMES PORCH, right, executiVe director, Tennessee Baptist Convention, based in Brentwood, leads a 
retreat for 13 pastors of Beech River Baptist Association held Feb. 2 1-22 at LindenVal/ey Baptist Con
ference Center, Linden. The pastors included, from left, Danny Ray, Bible Hill Baptist Church, Parsons, 
and Jimmy Burroughs, Pine Grove Baptist Church, Parker's Crossroads. The association is based in 
Lexington. - Photo by Mike Thrower, director of missions, Beech River association 
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+ Nolachucky Baptist 
Association, based in Morris-

+ Cumberland J 
As.sociation, bas 
Clarksville, will hold a 
g·elism Rally March 
p .m . Charles S. Kel 
president, New Or lea 
Baptist Theological Sf 
will speak . Sheila B 
Jones will present m 
will be h eld a t CumJ 
Drive Baptis t ( 
Clarksville. For more j 

tion, contact the associ 
(931) 358-9036 or cba4 
ter.net. 


