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During se~vice in-Knoxville 

1MB commissions · 98 
By Lonr~ie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

. KNOXVILLE - The South
ern Baptist International Mis
sion Board added 98 new mis-

-
sionaries to its work force 
March 15 during a commission
ing service held here at First 
Baptist Church, Concord. 

The Knoxville appointees 
are the second largest group to 
be appointed in ·the history of 
the agency, according to IMB 
president Jerry Ran.kin. The 
largest number was appointed 
during the first commissioning - ~ 

service following 9/11. 
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ies, two were reappointed, 32 
will serve as four-year mission
ary associates , and 17 will 
serve as three-year missionary 
apprentices . 

Rankin observed the new 
missionaries were being ap
pointed amid rumblings of war 
and turmoil around the world. 

"God has the answer for the 
woild today and these mission
aries represent that answer," 
Rankin said. 

An. es"timated audience of 
2,500-plus listened as mission- -
aries shared how God called 
them to serve. The service was 

. . ' ~ 

1MB PRESIDENT Jerry Rankin presents a certificate to Melissa 

Two ,missionaries were un
able to be publicly ·recognized 
during the ser'vice because ·of 
security concerns. "They're go
ing to a · dangerous area that 
d·esperate ly needs Jesus," 
R ankin said. The un-named 
missionaries received a stand
ing ovation from the audience. 

xvil\e womaA finds 
pin online Bible stud
~-- Page 9 

-- held in conjuncijo:n with a 
. meeting of the IMB h-ustees 

held earlier in the week. 

Frady of Harrison in commemoration of her appointment as a South
ern Baptist missionary. Frady, a member of Silverdale Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, will serve in Zambia. - Photo by Sandy King. . . . 

join more than 5,400 cdlleagu~s 
serving around the world with 
the IMB, included at least 12 

people with Tennessee ties,. - ~ 

Of the newest personnel, 4 7 
will serve as career missionar-

The service included a greet
ing from IMB missionaries Don 
and Teri Caswell of Texas. 
-See 1MB, page 3 . The new appointees, who 

' •• 

stor uses hobby to help lund ission trips lor others 
ie Wilkey church, could involve them- terials and maintain~ng equip- wood furniture while at the never been go on that trip. 

and Reflector selv:es in and feel they "were a ment, he will not receive. any. same time they are contribut- Brazil is so open to the gospel," 

- Pastor Charles 
!1:-::;u•u of New Macedonia 

Church in Cookeville, . 
as a passion for missions, 
njoys working . with wood 
obby. 
it was a natural fit when 

cided he could build quafi-
'ture, sell it, and use the 

reds to help people go on 
on trips. 

also wanted to do some
~ that the New Macedonia 
regation, a small rural 

part of the world and God's compensation for building the ing to the Lord's work, he ob- Anderson said. 
work," Anderson said. furniture. served. ;:\ Anderson has a desire to see 

"We wanted them to have an Anderson estimates 75 per- Anderson is building bed- the fu nds used to help Stone 
impact," he added. ·cent of proceeds will actu~lly go room suites which include bed,·· Baptist Association volunteers, 

Anderson took h js furniture for missions, especially if he chest, dFesser, and foot locke~, but it is not limited to that asso
idea to the church and the con- ·continues to receive donated (pieces can be bought individ~.- ciation, he said. 
gregation adopted it as an offi- lumber. ally), curio cabinets, locked g1.m The ministry is so n ew that 
cial ministry. One of the In actuality, people do not racks, a gossip bench with seat all details, including an applica
church's members even ~o:nated :buy the ilpniture, Anderson "ex-- ' and storage under~eath, a dis- tion process for funds, have not 
lumber for Anderson to use. plained. play chest, a wall shelf with been worked out, admitted An-

One of the things the church They make a "gift" to the large drawer, porch swings, an~ derson, a -former church planter 
did was-to set up .a bank account church's "Ministry of Furniture outside bench seats. · with the North American Mis
fer the ministry. All money re- for Missions," Anderson said. "Our priority is to help firSt- sion Board in Ohio, and a pas-
ceived for furniture will go into . Depending on the amount of time volunteers, b't~t we have tor in Nashville. 
that account, Anderson stressed~ the gift., the person can select a not established strict rules," His main priority has been to 

noting that other than ex- piece offurniture. Anderson said. He especially start building pieces of furni
p~nses, which include rna- Individuals get good, solid has a desire to see pastors of ture so h e can get the process 

ABOVE, Charles Anderson relaxes on one of the benches he has built 
while in photo to left, he works on a vgossip bench. " 

small churches go started. 
on mission trips. "I've always enjoyed making 

"I know what it and building things," he noted. 
does to go on a trip. "At my age (63 ), I 'm s till 
It will change them healthy enough to do what I'm 
and it will change doing and enjoy it/' he $aid. "1 
their churches," af- feel it can have an imp~ct on 
firme d Anders on, God's work. 
who has been on 'Tm anxious to see what God 
several mission i s going to do with thi s ," he 
trips and plan s t o added. 
participate in the People interested in Ander
Tennessee Baptist son's furniture may write for a 
partners hip with brochure which includes pic
the revivals in Rio tures. Send request to Charles 
this coming August. Anderson, 3429 Tightfit Road, 

"I would like to Baxter, TN 38~ or call (931J 
see pastors who've 858-6560. 8 
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or ion ban 
nate 

Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - A federal 
prohi~ition on a grisly method of 
abortion cleared its first impor
tant barrier on the way to what 
finally appears will be its enact
ment into law. 

The U.S. Senate approved the 
Partial-birth Abortion Ba·n Act 
in a 64-33 vote March 13. The 
U.S. House of Representatives is 
expected to easily pass the legis
lation, which outlaw,s a proce
dure that involves the killing of 
a nearly totally delivered baby 
normally in the fifth or sixth 
month of pregnancy. If so, the 
bill will arrive on the desk for 
the first time of a president who 
is committed to signing it into 
iaw. 

Immediately after the Sen
ate's action, Presidenf George 
W. Bush said he looked forward 

· to endorsing the ban. 
~'Partial-birth abortion is an 

~bhorrent procedure that. of
fends human dignity, and I com
mend the Senate for passing leg
islation to ban it," the president 
said in a written statement. "To
day's action is an important step 
toward building a cultur~ of life 
in America." 0 

. 
Purchasing alliance 
save$ money for 
Baptist entities 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - When it 
came time to move a new wor
ship pastor to Bowling Green, 
Ky., the members of Living 
Hope Baptist Church faced a dif
ficult problem - moving a 
grand piano without damaging 
it or injuring themselves. 

The solution came in the form 
of Atlas Van Lines and Apex 

· Moving and Sto:rage, one of the 
companies that offer discounted 
deals to Southern Baptist enti
ties through the renamed South
ern Baptist Purchasing Alliance 
(SBPA). 

"They're familiar with the 
needs of churches," said Scott 
Kilgore, executive pastor at Liv
ing Hope. "They are wonderful in 
b~irig able to take our requests, 
get the needed information, and 
they take care of everything else. 
They have over-delivered." 

Formerly known as the Coop
erative. Purchasing Agreement, 
the SBPA utilizes SBC entities' 
relationships with various large 
companies, inclu<!ing Microsoft, 
Dell, and Toshiba, to provide 
high-~uality software, hard
ware, equipment, furniture, sup
plies, and services to Southern 

I 

Baptist entities at discounted 
rates. 

"Our purpose is to use the 
combined purchasing volume of 
all the Southern Baptist enti
ties to provide the lowest _possi
ble price to Southern Baptists," 
s aid Mike Harry, director of 
Life Way Christian Resources' 
logistics department and coordi
nator of the effort. "Our hope is 
that we can free up operation 
dollar-s for SBC entities and 
churches to further their min-,. 
istry efforts." 

Southern Baptists realized 
about $4 million in -savings in 
2002, Harry said. 

Churches are charged no fees 
when they make purchases 
through the SBPA. "We want 
people to know that we're differ
ent from co-ops," he said. ''There 
aren't any fees to use this. We're 
just trying to negotiate the best 
prices." Since 1998, the SBPA 
has made competitive pricing 
available to SBC entities (in
cluding LifeWay' employees), 
seminaries, associations, state 
conventions, churches, and other 
Baptist entities. 

"We would like more people 
to know about this progra.m," 
Harry said. To read more online, 
go to www.lifeway.com,, and 
choose Southern Baptist Pur
chasing Alliance · under the 
"shopping" pull-down menu at 
the top of the page. 0 
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Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - For parents 
of high school and CC?llege stu
dents , spring break is often a 
time to i:eward their children 
with a carefree trip to a sun
drenched beach. But for the 
thou~ands of students planning 

. to descend on beach towns and 
international resorts during 
spring break, the opportunity for 
fun iri the sun could be more 
than they or their parents bar
gained for. 

A review of a few travel web 
sites promoting week-long 
spnng break packages for 
students· reveals a shrewd mar
keting strategy aimed at luring 
students to Mexican beach at
tractions with "50 hours o( free 
drinking'' where the legal age is 
18 and enforcement is lax. 

F.or example, one "spring 
break"-oriented web site pitches 
Cancun, Mexico, as the ultimate 
playground for under-age Ameri
can students where "your yearly 
"intake of alcohoiic consumption 

. could happen In one small 
week .... " Another package fea
tured on the web site promotes 
Amsterdam as a "pot-smokers 
paradise" due to liberal drug 
laws. 

The web site further de
scribes the Cancun package by 
stating: "For those of you wor
ried about what your parents 
might say, tell them it's an 'edu
cational trip.' You are working 
to _graduate college with a minor 
in heavy drinking. And best of 
all Mom, I don't have to worry 
about drinking the water and 

getting sick, because I will only 
be drinking beer. For all of the 
novice drinkers out there, re
member this fail-pro9f saying to 
avoi4 near catastrophe while in 
Cancun: 'Beer . before liquo~ 
makes you sicker' liquor before 
beer you're in the clear.'" 

Tour organizers for interna
tional destinations such as Can
cun, Mazatlim, Acapulco, J a
maica, and the Bahamas are 
quick to disclaim any responsi
bility for the actions of those 
who purchase their spring break 
packages which usually include 
airfare, lodging, meals, and un
limited alcohol in nightclubs. 
Students who sign up for the 
trips must sign liability wavers 
that absolve tour companies 
from ~ny fault for practically 
anything_ that could go wrong . . 

Parents should :not be caught 
unaware while liquor and beer 
companies unleash this seduc
tive assault on their teens and 
young adults, says Richard 
Land, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention's Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission 
and host of the weekday "For 
Faith & -Family" radio broad
casts heard by more- than 1.5 
million listeners each week. 

"While our nation's ongoing 
struggle with substance abuse 
can be traced to many causes, 
~he family and the church re-· 
main the two institutions best 
suited to confront the issues and 
provide the help hurting indi~d
uals need," Lan:d said. "A strong 
family supported by a strong 
church 1s the best defense 
against substance abuse. When 

the family and the church are 
healthy and functioning as God 
intends, tl~ey provide a haven 
where those in need can find the ,. 
emotional and physical support, 
encouragement, stability, and 
connection to grow 1n a ·od's 
strength and grace." 

Citing a survey conducted 
last year by the American Med
ical Association which· showed 
that 73 percent; of parents of col
lege and high school-aged stu
dents were una,ware of the all
you-can-drink trips, Land said 
parents must not abdicate their 
responsibility to do ,all they can 
to protect their families from the 
aggressive tactics employed by 

: the alcohol and tourism indus
try. 

To that end, the ERLC has 
created a ministl'y resource 
called the "Culture Response 
Kit" to help churches and fami
lies address an array of issues 
dealing with substance abuse, 
including alcohol, tobacco, and· 
drugs. 

This issue-specific kit in
cludes releva-nt Bible s.tudy 
helps, cutting-edge research and 
statistical information, as well 
as the leading resource material 
on a particular moral, ethical, or 
cultural issue. 

"The Culture Response Kit is 
packed with valuable tools to 
help you and your family engage 
the most critical moral issues 
racing our culture today from a 
tt:uly biblical perspective," Land 
said. 

• 
For more iQformation about 

"the ERLC's Culture Response 
Kit, call1-800-475-9127. 0 

survey 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - A 
study concludes that 
age drinkers and adult 
sive drinkers are 
for 50.1 percent of 
consumption and 48.9 
cent of consumer 
on alcohol in-. 
States. 

The report in 
of the American· 
sociation was ......... 'A .. l\il 

the National Center 
diction and Substance 
and is being contested 
liquor industry. 

Drinking habits 
than 200,000 people 
and older were stuo,te 
the report. The urc•oor 
12- to 20-year-olds 
sume alcohol was ·t::i,,lD 

to be 50.0 percent, 
from the Youth Risk 
ior Survey. The Pr<)DOII'ti 
adults age 21 or older 
consume alcohol was 
mated to be. 52.8 percent;f1 
ing_ datA_ from the 

~ 

Risk ~actdr S 
Sy~tem. The estimated 
number of drinks cons 

" - -
I>:e! -tno~n was 4.21 
and underage nke:ra~ 
sumed 19.7 percent of 
tal:· _ .. ---~..-

~.. ""'... :"'1 .. 

" ·' The~amount of exca 
-adult drtb.ki.t\g ,a.u·u· 

'· """" twa· drinl!s per d~y) 
percent. Consumer 
ture on alcohol in the 
States in 1999 was 
billion. Of that a 
$22.5 billion was 
to underage d!i 
$34.4 billion was 
to adult excessive 

The study also 
underage drinking 
ginning earlier, m+h.: 

portion of children 
ed drinking by 

·grade increasing 33 
from 1975 to 2901. 
port said that a cru.1a 

- giRs drinkiRg ~betore: 

four times as .... a ... &; 

come an alcoholic 
one w:ho starts at 

"It sadden.s .LLlOD " 

that so many of 
have been enticed 
in behavior that 
millions of lives 
-said Barrett Duke, 
ident for ,e•::.ecu 

Southern ua . .., ... ~ar ... ; 
Religious LllbeJ~ 
sion. "No one caQ 
the full cost to 
that alcohol abuse 
from our you 
them will never 
hood, many 
crippled by cu..,;;v. 

rest of their livAa.: 

lions will live wit!~ 
of alcohol abuse. • 
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B appoints 98 new missionaries during service in ••• 
nued from page 1 
Caswell was one of 
:outhern Baptist 
3 shot Dec. 30 at a 
1 in Jibla, Yemen. 
of the four were 

'Caswell s thanked 
n Baptists for their 
- Caswell noted his 

improved daily 
the ''knows it was 
of prayer." 

11 told the new 
aries there will be 

'"t>u will face periods 
cusness and fear. 
~he time I faced my 
; fear, God took my 
a.y," Caswell said. 
· eminded the ap
; "we serve a great 
ghty God. We say 
l.fidence, the Lord is 

...... .,. ... , what can man 

C aswell agreed. She 
' the new appointees 
rod will carry you 

JEFF WALTERS listens as his 
wife Melanie shares during the 
1MB commissioning service. 
Walters was serving as pastor 
of Smyrna Baptist Church, 
Chapel Hill, when the couple 
answerf!d God's call to the mis
sion field. They will serve in 
France. - Photo by Sandy King 

NEW 1MB MISSIONARIES with ties to Tennessee include, from left, Jeff and Melanie Walters, Smyrna 
Baptist Church, Chapel Hill, France; Danny and Mary Rachel, First Baptist Church, Ridgely, Mexico; 
Jeff and Linda Douglas, West Colonial Hills Baptist Church, Kingsport, East Asia; Peter and Jeanne 
Simpson, Kirby Woods Bap.tist Church, Memphis, East Asia; Leonard Carter, Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Cordova, Mexico; Melissa Frady, Silverdale Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Zambia; David Cavanaugh, 
Union University graduate; and Becky Cavanaugh, Dyer, Southeast Asia. 

the difficult times." 
in delivered the charge 
9 W missionaries. 
'ted the Apostle Paul as 
mple for their role as 
anes. 
testimony and passion
rnitment to cross-cultur
ss reflect an admonition 
.rge that is still appro
a your role and calling 
~ankin said. 
.in observed that when 
~sed for Paul in Cyprus, 

d Bythinia, "he re-
to the Macedonian vi

planted churches "in 
~·"'beyond." 

too, are leaving your 
wn and American cul
l).ere people are lost," 

Rankin told the missionaries. 
·He observed they are not 

leaving because they do not care 
or do not have a burden for the 
people they leave behind. "God 
will not allow you to stay in 
your Jerusalem. The gospel has 
been planted here; there are 
others carrying on the witness. 

"The calling of your life is to 
go to the regions beyond where 
people have not had an opportu
nity to hear, understand, and 
respond to the gospel," Rankin 
said. 

The IMB leader observed 
that people, even family mem
bers of missienaries, ask why 
they are willing to take risks to 
go to other regions in the world. 

"You did not simply decide 
being a missionary would be a 

LAURANN WHETHAM, a 
member of Corryton Baptist 
Church, Corryton, and presi
dent of the Executive Board of 
the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, welcomes those at
tending the_ 1MB' commission
ing service to Tennessee. BE
LOW, host pastor and 1MB 
·trustee Doug Sage( of First 
Baptist Church, Concord, (on 
screen) leads-a prayer of dedi
cation for the newly .appointed 
missionaries. - Photos by 
Sandy King 

great vocation, an opportunity 
to travel and see the world. 
You weren't motiv-ated by 
prospects for financial gain and 
an affluent lifestyle. 

"You know you will face 
hardship and even danger. 
What is it that compels you to 
go? 

"Paul's ministry and calling · 
was for the purpose of one day 
presenting the Gentiles, those 
who were not Jews and were 
not the people of God as an of
fering to Him. 

week. "Although we grieved his 
death, it was a time of celebra
tion of his life and ministry," 
Rankin said, noting that Hyde 
had given his life with a passi01~1 
to reach the peoples of the 
southern Philippines for almost 
25 years. 

"It is a deep conviction that 
God has called you~ He has giv
en you the privilege of taking 
the gospel to people who are 
lost." 

"Paul was driven by the re
sult of his ministry presenting 
the ·nations as an offering to 
God," Rankin said. 

People ask why Bill Hyde 
would serve in a dangerous 
place, Rankin said. "Billy Hyde 
discovered there was a cau se 
worth living for , and worth dy
ing for . 

Rankin told the missionaries 
that their call will result in an 
offering to God. 

"Everyone ef us $b.ould con
template the question of what 
we will have to offer to God 
when we stand before Him and 
give an account of our life~" 
Rankin reflected. 

"And this will be the result of 
your ministry. Because you go, 
you will be able to present the 
peoples of Africa, Latin Ameri
ca, Europe, and Asia - multi
tudes of unreached people 
groups - as an offering to 
God." 

"And as we reflected at the 
funeral, as Bill was welcomed 
into the eternal glory of his 
heavenly reward, his offering at 
the throne of God will be people 
of the Toboli, the Maguindanao, 
who have gained eternal life be
cause he. was faithful in his call
ing." 0 . 

Rankin reflected on the life 
of Bill Hyde, a missionary from 
Iowa, who was recently killed in 
the Philippines. Rankin attend
ed his funeral earlier in' the 

rennesseans sltare testimonies during service 
KNOXVILLE - The missionaries appointed 

during the IMB commissioning service at First 
Baptist Church, Concord, Knoxville, shared 
brief testimonies of their call. Following are ex-

• 
cerpts from missionaries with Tennessee ties. 

"I journey to a country in Spanish ·meaning 
"the Savior" to pour out the last full measure of 
my devotion for His glo;ry."- Leonard Carter, 
member, Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova 

"My love for missions began as a GA at In
skip Baptist Church, Knoxville. Forty years lat
er I'm back in Knoxville being appointed to 
serve among university students in Bangkok, 
Thailand." - Becky Cavanaugh, Dyer 

"God has called me to leave my practice and 
use my medical experiences to take the gospel to 
a lost and dying world." - Jeff Douglas, mem
ber, West Colonial Hills Baptis t Church, 

Kingsport 
"God has given me a passion to take the 

gospel to those who have no knowledge of Him." 
- Linda Douglas, West Colonial Hills Baptist 
Church, Kingsport 

"I want to share the gospel of Jesu s with 
those who have not heard. Having been there 
(Zambia, Africa), I see the need to tell them of 
hope and peace through Jesus." - Melissa 
Frady, member, Silverdale Baptist Church, 

Chattanooga 

''God's call began with a GA class and contin
ued as I raised our two daughters. Finally, in 
obedience, I said God is sovereign and my an
swer is 'yes.'"- Mary Rachel, Jackson 

"During a volunteer mission trip to a remote 
mountain in Mexico, God broke our hearts. We 
will bring the gospel to the unreached Nhautl 
Indians of Mexico."- Danny Rachel, J ackson, 
and former pastor of First Baptist ChU;rch, 
Ridgely 

·"We met on a summer project in Asia, 1991, 
and after 11 years as a design engineer, math 
teacher, and home educator, we're going back. 
God used the hymn "Softly and Tenderly" to call 
me . God confirmed His call in Psalm 2:8 to 
reach nations who have not heard His name." -
Peter and Jeanne Simpson , members, Kirby 
Woods Baptist Church, Memphis 

"At Ridgecrest (N.C. ) we prayed about God's 
call. A retired missionary shared words we've 
never forgotten: 'There's no safer place to be than 
the center of God's will.' " - Jeff Walters, former 
pastor, Smyrna Baptist Church, Chapel Hill 

"With our children, Rachel, Jeffrey, and 
Daniel, and in response to prayers of family, 
loved ones, and the church, we now know that 
place is to join God in r eaching the lost and 
planting churches in France." - Melanie Wal
ters, Cbapel Hill ~ 
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Heed example 
It is time for the Southern 

Baptist Conve.p.tion (SBC) and 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellow
ship (CBF) to heed the example 
of the apostle Paul. When Paul 
and Barnabas disagreed on the 
way to go about carrying out the 
Great Commission, they split, 
took on other partners to do the 
work and went about doing the 
work_ There was no criticism or 
backbiting, they just went on 
doing what Christ had com
manded them to do. In the end 
they were reconciled, but the 
outcome of the split was that 
more people were exposed to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
· Another lesson to be learned 

from Paul is found in Philippi
ans 1:15-18. When some wer~ 
preaching "out of envy and ri
valry," Paul said, "But what 
does it matter? The important 
thing is that in every way, 
whether from false motives or 
true, Christ is preached. And be
cause of this I rejoice." 

I appreciate Lonnie Wilkey's 
"Reflections" in the Feb. 26 is
sue. As he stated the "CBF is 
not the enemy." The SBC is not 
the enemy either. Satan is the 
enemy and we should not give 
him cause to rejoice. 

The deci~ion of the SBC to 
withhoid support from the Bap
tist World Alliance (BWA) be
cause the CBF is seeking mem
bership does not make sense to 
me. By definition the BWA -is 
composed of Baptists who are 
different. The aim is to unite to 
enhance witness and ministry. • 

Let's move on and focus of 
spreading the gospel of Jesus 
Christ so God will have cause to 
reJOice. 

Lou Ann Bennett 
Memphis 38104 

Items of concern 
Thank you for reading my 

original letter and meeting with 
me in person about my concerns 
of your Feb. 26 column. I was 
extremely pleased to hear you 
say you were supportive of the 
SBC and the Cooperative Pro
gram and did not support the 
CBF. 

I was also very pleased to 
hear Dr. (James) Porch tell me 
that he continues to support the 
SBC and Cooperative Program 
and our TBC continues to main
tain the traditional cooperative 
program giving method with a 
breakdown of 62.5 (TBC) I 37.5 
(SBC) which is one of the 
strongest in the entire nation. 

With these positives in mind, 
allow me to simply share a cou
ple of the concerns I have with 
your column. 

First, the issue many of us 
have with the CBF i's not that 

some of those who participate 
with them in their denomina
tion (or organization as some 
say) do not believe exactly like 
we do, it is true, Baptists have 
all kinds of beliefs. The issue is 
tliat at the center of our core be" 
liefs we seem to have some seri
ous concerns. Several years ago 
two individuals ran for presi
dent of the SBC. l decided to call 
both of them to find out where 
they stood theologically. Both 
men answered every question I 
had in a typical, conservativ.e, 
Baptist manner until I reached 
my final question which was, "If 
you were elected President of 
the SBC and had the privilege of 
appointing or approving people 
to serve in leadership positions 
in our seminaries or other insti
tutions and committees, would 
y.ou allow someone to serve who 
did not believe the Bible is the 
true Word of God?" The person 
who eventually was elected 
president, said, "absolutely not." 
The other person, who later be
came a leader in the CBF, and 
remains one to this day, asked 
me to explain more. So I said. 
"Let's say they didn't believe in 
the virgin birth of Jesus, or that 
Adam ~nd Eve were real human 
beings, O! that the miracles list
ed in -Scripture really hap
pened." He responded, 'We need 
to be more inclusive." When 
pressed to give me a more spe
cific respon~e he simply kept re
peatjng "We need to be more in
clusive." 

The issue is not a difference 
in interpretation., it is a differ
ence in what we believe about 
the Bible. Either it is the Word
of God or it is not. Either it is 
true or it is not. We need leaders 
who have the courage to uphold 
the basic foundations· of our 
faith, not cower to_popular opin
ion. There is a distinct differ
ence between what some in the 
leadership of the .CBF believe 
and what the majority of Squth
ern Baptists in Tennessee be
lieve .. 
· Second, you indicated that we 
(SBC) appear to be developing a 
"hate mentality" toward the
CBF. Please don't be so ·one
sided concerning this issue. I 
have friends I dearly love who 
feel differently about the CBF 
than I do, and we are still 
friends and brothers in Christ. 
However, I am a pastor who can 
speak from first-hand experi
ence ef some of the "hate men
tality'' tactics of the CBF. I had 
representatives from the CBF 
come to me ana try to persuade 
me to lead my church to start 
giving to the CBF from our Co
operative Pregram dollars. I was 
a pastor in another state when 
they told me, "do this and we 
will work it out so you can still 

call it Cooperative Program giv
ing.~ Well, that state is now in 
complete cooperation with the 
CBF and like they said they 
would do, they count CBF mon
ey as Cooperative Program giv
ing. When I told them I wanted 
no part of this, one of their lead
ers contacted a church interest
ed in calling me as pastor and 
told them not to call me. God 
took care of my family and me, 
but how they acted certainly 
sounds like a "hate mentality'' to 
me. Unfortunately, individuals 
on both sides of the issue have 
said and done things which are 
inappropriate, and I don't think 
you should have singled out the 
SBC as the "bad guy." 

The CBF has a desire to take 
missions, evangelism, and other 
money away from the SBC and 
start their own work. They also 
want the luxury of calling them
selves Southern Baptists when 
it is to their advantage. I cannot 
believe if this were happening 
on a state level in Tennessee 

· like it has on a natitmal level 
with the SBC that you would 
feel the same. 

Andre Dugger) pastor 
Grace Baptist Church 

Nashville· 37207 

Note: The editor acknowledges 
the above letter is well over the 
word limit. In an effort to be fair I 
allowed him more space to pre
sent "the other side" of my editori
al which appeared in the Feb. 26 
issue of the Baptist and Reflector. 
- Lonnie Wilkey 

Supp«?rts SBC 
In your Feb. 26 editorial, you 

take the SBC Executive Com
mittee to the "woodshed" for re
ducing funding to the BWA from 
$425,000 to $300,000, a reduc
tion of $125,000. These funds 
would be shifted to other SBC 
mission work. I feel sure that 
when the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship is ~dmitted to the 
BWA that they will be more 
than able to make up the differ
ence., even though you do not 
recommend or suggest that in 
your editorial. We have carried 
more than c;mr share of the fi 
nancial contributions to the 
BW A for many years, but appar-. 
·ently now_ have little influence 
with that organization. It -is sad 
but true that sometimes we 
have to speak with our "pocket
books" in order to be heard. 

You state that we need to end 
our "war" with the CBF and 
that it appears to you that we 
are developing a "hate" mentali
ty towards them. You say you 
recently met a "true CBF'1 pas
tor and that he is a man of God 
who tries to lead people into His 
kingdom. Your first impression 

- of that man 
.-C-h_u_r_c_h_o_f -th_e_C_o_v_e_r_e_d_D-is-h------=---------e-y_T_h_o_m_T_a_p_p--. ::r b!;or:~~~ 

BRO. ar, l'M TfRED OF 
\IISfTfN6 THE S~ PERSON 
E'IERV WEEK ON \IISITATrON! 

\ 

PERSt5TENCE PA'(S OFF 8flL! 
«lHH KNOWS~ HE ll.f6frr J05T 

NEED ONE MORE VISIT! 

--=---/ • 

f DOUBT tTL J£'S THE PASTOR 
OF COM~IT~ Cl-lURCH! 

\ 

need to remem
ber that the 
Holy Bible tells 
us of. the coming 
of "false 
prophets" and of 
"wolves dressed 
in sheep's cloth
ing." 

I personally 
don't know any 

Southern Baptist who hates the 
CBF or anyone in it, but I do 
know many, many individuals 
and churches that strongly dis
agree with them. 

The CBF, in my opinion, is 
already a separate denomina
tion. The honorable thing for 
them to do now is declare them
selves as such arid leave the 
SBC. Then the few of our 
churches that send some or all 
of their mission funds to the 
CBF will have to decide whom 
they are going to serve. 

with our SBC. Theref, 
members who feel •di 
chised by the sac· net 
ognize that it is their g 
body who have disenfr 
them from the SBC. 

While the kingdom o 
eludes all. true Chris 
does not include all "'p1 
Christians." And, as t 

stated, "we cannot p 
choose who are going 
the kingdam of God." I 
we can and should p 
choose those "like-mindt 
tians" who an~ to assist 

.... - .... 

recting or lead;ibg pe• 
world over towardUhe 
of God as we, ~a =~~tht 
tists, understand it to 1M 

I am proud and honored to be 
a small part of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and pray 
that it will continue to be a 
mighty soul-winning farce in the 
qays ahead. It was indicated tb 

George L. Gassett was regarded as the e 
Dickson 37055 the SBC, and that thet 

' - developing "hate menta 

Supports BWA 
We were sad beyond words to 

read in the Feb-. 26 issue that 
SBC is withholding a significant 
amount of its funding to the 
Baptist World Alliance because 
the Alliance may grant member
ship to the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship. 

We served 35 years as SBC 
missionaries ·in Nigeria and 
Sierra Leone planting· churches 
overseas. If we had planted 
churches who tried to stand · 
alone, most would ha\Te died.· In- . 
stead we were encouraged by 
our mission board to lead eacli 
new church to associate with 
other churche~ in their area to 
form a Rational convention 
which could proudly join BWA 
and benefit from the fellpwship 
of Baptists wotldwide. 

Of course, the various bodies 
of Baptists around the world do 
not express their faith exactly 
as we Southern Baptists do any 
more than all stateside .or, for 
example, Russian Baptist con-

. gregations express their faith. 
Should we ex·pect each Baptist 
body joining the BWA to pass a 
SBC litmus· test before member
ship is granted? 

But to read in the same issue 
that its editor dealt with the is
sue in a fair and reasonable 
manner gives us hope. As long 
as such leaders are willing to 
speak out, there is hope. 

Bert and Ruth Dyson 
Nashville 37205 

!Jisagrees 
Regarding the editorial con

cerning the Baptist World 
·Alliance in the Feb. 26 issue, I 
respectfully disagree with the 
expressed opinion and support 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion's Executive Board's ap
proved kingdom relationships 
initiative plan involving an "in
ternational network of like
minded Christians." 

WhHe recognizing there are 
some in, and outside, the BWA 
who are "like-minded Chris
tians," we also recognize there 
are some who are not. The Coop
erative Baptist Fellowship falls 
within that group of Christians 
who are not "like-minded." 

The CBF has established it
self as an entity within an enti
ty having its own governing 
body which determines the de
gree and extent it will cooperate 

wards the CBF. Perhap 
the view from the lofty 
as editor of the B&R. f. 
this is not the view f~ 
pews. Most do not know 
son, clergy, or laity, w 
are in contact with tha 
the CBF as the enem 
from their perspectiv 
they seen any indicati 
hate mentality developin 
in our Southern Baptist 
es, towards the CBF. 

-· ·• Johnn, 
... ---- ·- "': DicksQ 

~ 

Appalled· 
~< ! ~~_ap-palled and 
.saddenetl--to read that G 
Baptist Church in Nash~ 
called a lesbian minister. 
~.-.:in J!l~ey _yea:r:s of read 

·-·staayiilgftlle Holy Bible, 
vinely in~pired, inerrant, 
ble WorciofGod, I have b 
able to find that worn 
serve as deacons in a 
and certainly not miQ 

. This is also the polity 
Southern Baptist Conven 

Also, I will never b 
vinced that homosexuc 
caused by a gene. God'1 
tells us that humanity i 
in the image of God and 
God would not make a 
inferior. Homosexua~ 
caused by the lifestyle t~ 
chooses. The fact is t 
Leviticus 18:22 God calls 
sexuality an abominati 
God destroyed Sodom al 
morrah because of this s 
mans 1:24-27, I Corinthia 
10, and I Timothy 1:10 a 
dress this sin. I do belie' 
God loves a homosexul 
that they can be save< 
when they are truly save. 
will be completely healec 
homosexuality, they will 
that lifestyle, and follow J• 

I understand that 
church is autonomous; ho 
this is not the polity c 
Sputhern Baptist Convent 
the Tennessee Baptist Cc 
tion. 

I agree with the edito 
the church needs to write 
ter and withdraw fror 
Nashville Baptist Associ 
the Tennessee Baptist Cc 
tion, and the Southern B 
Convention. If they ~ 
should be compelled to dO I 

Jenn/6 
KingapO!t 
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9lpri( 2003 . 

Your source for information and promotion of upcoming 
events sponsored by the Tennessee Baptist Convention 

NTERFAITH EvANGELISM AssociATE TRAINING 

's time to make your plans to attend the Interfaith Evangelism Associate 
ining on April 8, from 9:00a.m. until4:00 p.m. at Carson-Newman 

__.ollege. Bill Gordon, Interfaith Evangelism Ass0Ciate, NAMB,' will be 
discussing New Age and Their Belief System. 

The cost for the workshop is $20, which includes materials, 
refreshments, and lunch. 

Registration deadline is March 31. To register, call the Jefferson 
County Baptist Association at 865.475.1453, or Tim Hill, 

CBC Evangelism/Missions Strategies, at 800.558.2090, extension 2032. 

e Campers on Mission Rally is scheduled April 25-27 at Cordova Conference Center. The 
lll"lHV.l is owned by the Shelby Baptist Association and is located in Cordova, east of Memphis. 

rally wi ll feattu·e a business session, fellowship, and ministry celebration with 30 to 40 
lcs who arc members of the Tennessee Chapter of Campers on Mission. New members are 

.lso welcome. 

rhe Camp~rs on Mission Ministry_Project is scheduled April 22-29. The project in~ludes light 
:onsnuction, painting, electrical, plumbing, and remodeling. Campers should take their own tools. 

:'ampers on Mission is a fellowship organization that is part of Church and Community Ministries, 

~vangelism/Missions Strategies, TBC. 

:on tact Sonny and Irene Guest at 615.7 58.7213 for registration and information about these events. 

' -
"' 0 
c 
n 

' :: 

COOPERATIVE 
P"ROGRAM DAY 

APRIL13 

Attention Pastors! Does your congregation know 
the Cooperative Program, a tool used by God to 
empower the witness of Baptists in Tennessee and 
around the world, provides the opportunity for the 
smallest to the largest church to have a part of 
.fulfilling the great commission? 

Make Sunday,Aprill3, a special day by challenging 
your church to increase its annual giv ing to 
missions in Tennessee and around the world through 
the Cooperative Program. 

For more information or to order materials, contact 
Gary Rickman, Cooperative Program Specialist, at 

. 800.558.2090, extension 7912. E-mail Rickman at 
grickman@tnbaptist. org. 

Materials may be ordered on the TBC Web site at 
www.tnbaptist.org/wboweare/ 

cooperativeprograrn 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST RELifiiOUS EDUCATORS 

cSprin!J !J?elreal 
May 8-10 

Montgomery Bell State Park 

Joe Sherrer, guest speaker, is director of Doctor of Educational Ministry program and associate professor of Adult Education, 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

Attendees should make their own hotel reservations by calling the Inn office at 866.836.6757. Reservations should be made by April 2. 

Registration Fee: Send $45 (payable to TBREA) to: 
Billy Smith, First Baptist Church, P. 0. Box 220, Jacksboro, TN 37757. • 

For more information, call Mark Miller, Christian Growth Development. at 800.558.2090. ext 2048 

- -- -- -- - -- . . -

• 
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Team Leader Traini ng A 
CONCERT 

_ OF 
Tennessee TOTAL PRAISE Tenn~ssee 

April25-26 First Baptist Church, Clarksville 

. . 

lo'\~N CH<l~'.t.t: ~ l .\~ttS <;~ Ol\\1~ 
nme: 5:30p.m. on Friday until 4:00p.m. on Saturday 

featuring 

TENNESSEE LA.Dms ClioRus 
and 

. TE~~SEE MEN$ 

Ridgedale Baptist Church · 
Chattanooga 

Thursday_, May 1 at 7:00 P.M. 
The concert is ftee; however an offering will be t.04Qo...., 

the Ctio~feMiSsion Tour to Rio de Janer~. 

To receive more 
Church Sta([J; 

nta·et Charlotte~~~ 
at 800;~!)ll~~.l- ..,-._,--;_ 

COst: Training provided by Cooperative Program gifts 

Team leaders: Learn how to effectively lead teams on vol 
short-term missions trips. Highlights include: building your 
funding your mission project, training your team, ~avel an 
ments, security, planning your strategy, preparing tg ~turn 
and debriefing. : :~_... .. _ ... _ 

Registration: email hwilson@tnbaptist.org, or by pho 
800.558.2090, ext. 2061. Register by March 1 for the March 
ing; and by Aprill for the April training. · 

To obtain more information, contact Kim Huff, Missions Awru 
and Mobilization Group, at 800.558.2090, extension 2026. L _____________________ _ 

Question: What forty-year-old has given miliions of dol.lars for thousands of children in need? Answer. l11e MQther's Day Offering 
- children of Tennessee Baptist G1ildren' s Homes! The Mother's Day Off~ ring fur children in need at. Tennessee Bappst Children's 

celebrates its 40th birtlldav this year! · --
• ---! - - • .. 

........ -· 
Now is the time to order your new, fi~ offering supplies such as new video segments with a 2-3 minute feature on a TBCH tocation in each East, Westing ~M,qle. Tennessee · 
churches who take an offering fur the children as part of their combined missions offering, a spedat color handout with general information about TBCH is also ribW'avaitable free of 

To orderfr£c-buttctin 1nserts, handouts, offering envelopes, and othersuppties, orto requesta TBCH sp~akerforthe offecing, cal1800~624.8591. To orderon·lint;, gc> to vvww.uJCn~~~ 
. .. ............... . 

fom1 mom.htm. · . .:·· ~ -, ~"'--
- Tennessee Baptist Chitdren's Homes . .. servihg children and 'families in crisis since 1891 ~ · ·:-:-... 

· · • www.tQ.t_t:!~jQ~..&rg, . . .. :..~ 

-ON MISSION 
CHURCH CONFERENCE 

The On Mission Team: Mobilizing Your 
Church for the Great Commission 

May 15, 10:00 a.m.-2:00p.m. 
Baptist Center, Brentwood 

Topics for Discussion: . 
• The Purpose and Principles of the 

On Mission Team . 
• The On Mission Process 
• · The On Mission Team Plan and 

Implementing an. Acts 1:8 Strategy 

Hal Adams, of Adams & Associates 
International, will discuss insurance for 
international, national, and local mission 
trips. · 

Danny Sinquefield, pastor Faith Baptist 
Chur~li, Bartlett, will lead discussion 
regarding The On Mission Team. 

Registration fee of $10 includes lunch and 
materials. 

. 

Tn reEet,ue mnre rn -orm~tu.m. contact Jetu:tfer Peery. 
Colreytate ffltrdSt~.t?!f. atf. 86D.SS3.Z890. extenston 2D5fi; or 

Call Heather Wilson at 800.558.2090 ext. 
2061 to register by April28. Or, you may 
e-mail Wilson at hwilson@tnbaptist.org 

For more information, contact Kim Huff 
Missions Awareness and Mobilizatio~ 
Group"' at 800.558.2090, ext. 2021. 

• 

e-ma1~ ~Jeer,.. at JP-~.Y@t ~~--~t_rj~ 

- , 

• 
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Cross-Cu(tura( 
tTrainin8 

Missions Awareness and Mobilization 
11roup and the SBC International 
~ission Board are co-sponsors of the 
: ro ss -Cultural Training program 
. esigned to equip participants for 
Jinistry in strategic locations throughout 
:te world. 

:raining Schedule: 
l.yril 11-12 Baptist Center, 

Brentwood (collegiate) 
~ay 2-3 Baptist Center, 

Brentwood 

~mong the topics to be discussed 
luing the training include: International 

vel Tips; The Biblical Basis of 
issions,· Cultural Shock Survival 

.... .._:. ides; Prayer, Praise, Music and 
P..~1'im • .,, .• ·.-~,; Feast on the Sights, Sounds, 
nd Foods of Other Countries; and 
,anguage Tips for Volunteers. 

Legistration fee of $1 0 includes meals 
nd training materials. Participants must 
egister at least two weeks prior to the 
. aining date by calling Heather Wilson, 
11issionsAwareness and Mobilization, at 
()0.5582090, ext 2061. E-mail Wilson at 
wilson@tnbaptist.org. Onlineregistration 
s available at www.tnbaptist.org/main/ 

or more information, contact Kim Huff, 
t 800.558.2090, ext. 2021 

nisters to Faaatily 
Conference 

April IS..J6 
Baptist Cellt«.,. Bftatwood 

la1Uion will iJwolve:: 
• Striving for e~-e in~ 
• Looking at ~ (f:W the b1mly 
• Networking. widJ eadl othe¥ 
• Dealing \\rith ~ tauge~ 

gram le11den in~huft::: B2nq- Sel!. 
aderCare Speti~li$l. life ay ~ 
1"00rtn; Joyf:lnaJ·~ Family ~kaMI 
• Titlll.. P~)""£~~ 

nurwmoreinfm:~~~-aO,l~ 
nkin,. Chris ian Gr~"th De-ve~~~ 
'""'· arsoo. ~ss.1~ .. ~t~ ,.; ·· $~ ~ 

iJ Rankin a1 Ulll'ml~-~~ 

Rio Simultaneous Revivals .. 
August 4-12, 2003 

NEEDED: 

" ~o~ ... __ ,. ' ' ,.. . j•• 
. ...... •• '. {If ' •••••• 

:y •••••• ····---· l• , ........ . ~ ····== f-- •••• •• •• •• ' •• -= •• 
-,~ . rw)\ 

-~~ 1: : \'1~ -, ~: <;<-;:~ · -: l l() ~ J l ·"-··'· l\1 
I 

!..:.. , •• .:: 
1- •••••• = ..•• 

PARTNERSHIP " CONVtNIO 

100 teams consisting of a preacher, a musician, and a layperson to do personal evangelism 
. 

Cost: Approximately $1885 per person. Tills amount includes round-trip airfare from Chattanooga, Nashville, 
Knoxville, or Memphis to Rio; room and board; travel expenses while in Rio; 1MB-required insurance; 
Volunteer :tvlissions shirt; translator; tourism; and visa. 

To register (by April 4): e-mail Heather Wilson at hwilson@tnbaptist.org; by phone at 800.558.2090, 
ext 2061; or online at W\\-'W.tnbaptist..org/mam/missions/rio.htm · 

For more information: contact Kim Huff, Missions Awareness an~ Mobilization, at 800.558.2090, ext. 2021. 

Linden Valley Baptist Collfermee 
Aprii4-S 

The Covenant Marriage Retreat •·ill fOL-11SDn Wa)"S Co 
make marriage last fora~er. Affmdees will diseo\>"U 
asp«ls of a covenant tdabortdeip and wbaltt t-?lres to 
live a tme commifJnent every day- ~_on •ill 
ceorer on bow to beUel-~ eadJ odwr; and-bow 
to better celebmte fhe love of God in a marriage, 
Spec~l emphasis will be gives to kanring about 
rommunica~ ex~<> and loving ead! other 
dlrouglllookingatGod"scfesileand~fm-mao•. 

Retreat leaders are r•il ac r4 Cie fy \'t'aap of the 
C~t Marriage' Movauem.. Pbil '- JetVed • a 
pas10randasa ~iii~ in Family M"misttaatlife~ 
Chrisban R.esoun.u. 

The retmit begiti wifh cfiooer Oil Friday af: 6-1lf) JUJL 

and ao:ludes wilb bmdJ co Sz'wday 31 SOOB. Toral 
aJ~Stforeac·hc.oople is $U9~ wW1I m il..,..,.OlJill..dilt¥: 
meals,. and confan~ee ma' •id:J .. 

R.egistn by seudinJ S2S de posit fpaJidil£ to li 
Bap1Kt U..WeoUoo) •idJ )_, on·~ ... ~~s oame~ 
a&•eu* ~JIIItnba~ 11t aae.,{~a:xlassHiaOOD 
aoD. Tom~ Rain. F.. o .. s-m~Bm•.....t Vi370r/. 

· R..p;ter Cady. Spa'l' is JJmikd w 40 CG~'Ilc5 

Edia:. Jf VOU aR: ir•Jaataf in ~JJUlM:J ~"' bt; z 10 
Jldp jfOUf .. ('.OIIiptpriM ~a eo.":nu, Mania!~ 
coup:P'ion.. ~oa ..- jm,iled » fUY h d¥ ~ 
«J S.aday and bn fmm J'hila.!Caxty•«:sF- , 
~ wiU lqin af ilfiii€'CaUJllfr1y 1~5 p.JJl. 

f«DD"e ~ ... .,. ... 0, Tooyltriill ClJriP.SaJ 
GrmrM Detre~Qprk a a, atr 55•.2090. .. 8JJ6; 
«~ Ra:JkiJJ ~ 

Apr il 7 Sweetwater. Association, 

Mu!ti-age Sunday School Leader Training 

April 16 Gibson Association~ 
Senior Adu1t~How to Live a Long and 

. Happy Life 

April 17 Hardeman Association. 

Five Steps to Leading a !J· cipleship 

Training Ministry 

April 22 SuHi":an Association, 
Multi~age Djsciplesbip leader Training 

April 24 CampbcU County 

fv1ulti-age Sunday School Leader Training 

AprU 24 St~ an A:s.socialion, 
It's Toot Time! Multi-age Sunday School 
Leader Training 

leadership Training Event are 

sponsored joindy b) Tennessee Baptist 
Associations and ltbe Cbri tian Gro!P\1h 

D e!ii elopment Gfoup. TBC# F ... more 

inf.ormation. contact the soeJation 
office for me _ \! ent you are rn!«es :ed in 
attending. 

. -. 
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6 

SBC Seminaries Sunday 

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 

13 

Cooperative Program 
Sunday 

20 

~as fer 

27 

7 

Monday 

TBC Secretaries 
Conference, 

Baptist Center, 
Brentwood (7-8) 

14 

21 

28 . 

Building Powerful 
Ministry Teams, 
Baptist Center, 

Brentwood (28-29) 

Gomin!J CZ/p.· 

\ 

a a 

Wednesd 

1 

8 9 

15 . 16 

\ 

22 •23 
Campers on Mission 

Ministry Project, 
TN Baptist Children's Homes, 

Cordova (22-29) 

29 30 

' 

• 

lihursd 

3 

10 

17 

24 

-

May 5-6 New Church Staff Orientation, Baptist Center, Brentwood 

. . 

./ 

Frida 

4 

1.1 
family Values Retreat, 

Fall Creek Falls State Park, 
Pikeville (11-T2) 

Cross Cultural 
Training-Collegiate, 

Baptist Center, 
Brentwood ( 11 -12) 

State Collegiate 
Leadership Conference, . 

Linden Valley 

Satu 

- -- -5 
-· . ~-

Disaster ReliefTraini 
Baptist Center, Brent'f 

12 
Men's Ministry, 

Leadership T ralnlflll 
Stone Asso<iatl!i~ 

Cookeville 

SuperCyber 
West Jackson ~n.,....., 

·. 
Conference C.enter, . _ · _: 

· Linden (11 ~13) ·,· -

18 
.. -":.· 

. ~ 

' . 
..... ~ -. . ·-•. . ... . . ... 

. 

. 9ood Yr.ir/aj 

2 5 Disaster ReliefTrain 
Linden Valley 

Conference Center, 
Linden (25-26) 

Hispanic Family 
Ministry Conference, 

Baptist Center, 
Brentwood (25-26) 

Campers on Mission Rally, 
Tennessee Baptist Children's 

Homes, 
Cordova (25·27) 

_·toc 

· . 

26 

Children's Bible 

Super Cyber .)dlUIUCJ 

East Tennessee 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENTION 

May 21-24 Christian Women's Job Corps Site Coordinator Training, Baptist Center, Brentwood 

May 28-30 Tennessee Student Summer Missionary Orientation, Baptist Center, Brentwood 
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?!mphis . 

Students of BCM, others provide Clinic for the poor 
Jtlst and Reflector sisting was Baptist Memorial er person was 

~PHIS - On Feb . 8 
Collegiate Ministries of 

,a iversity of Tennessee 
Sciences Center held 

r Wellness Clinic at In-
4.rv.u.a• Baptist Chu:rch Io

n downtown Memphis. 
care workers treated 32 
reported Ron Hawkins, 

:UE~ct<>r. Most of the peo
E homeless. 
people were treated by 

. care professionals and 
-s from the BCM. 
· ng them were a group 

r"'aith Baptist Church, 
::.t, who provided lunch 
!- ryone since the clinic 
13red from noon to 4 p.m. 
3tian music group of the 
provided music. Also as-

Health Care, Memphis, which helped who wasn't 
provided two workers and sup- taking his medica
plies. . tion and was having 

The health care workers in- homicidal thoughts, 
eluded 22 students of the UT noted Lewis. 
Health Sciences C~nter; two Patients were 
physicians; twa dentists wno referred to clinics 
were former students; and a and agencies for 
medical technician and·assis- further treatment 
tant, reported Hawkins. and most were 

A number of serious illness- prayed with by the 
es were found and addressed, volunteers before 
reported Jim Lewis, physician they left . 
of Union Avenue Baptist "It was great to 
Church, Memphis. be able to address 

. Two people with HIV were not only patients' . 
not taking medication for it. physical needs but 
Other people learned they had also their spiritual 
diabetes or hypertension need- needs ," said 
ing prompt care. A man was Lewis. 
seen who was depressed and Hawkins said 
having suicidal thoughts. Anoth- the BCM has held 

..,.,......,.._ ___ .......,._..,.,....................,_~ the clinic at least 
IVY WEBB, left, and Stephanie Baldwin, both dental students, check a man's 
teeth. at the clinic. - Photos by Lisa Travis of Shelby Baptist Association Mem-
phis . , · ' 

HO of the Baptist Memorial Health Care Corporation, Mem
IKt:,s a blood sample from a man. 

once a year for-the 
past four years. The' 
ministry plans "to 
hold another clinic 
during the fall se
mester at Interna
tional Church or an
other site. 

Wrex Hauth, 
pastor of Interna
tional Church, said 
the needs of poor 
people are ''woeful(y 
overlooked. The 
church has a re-
sponsibility for -
healing. 

"Doctors and 
ministers need to 
develop a team 
strategy for dealing 
with .health issues," PEOPLE WAIT to see health care workers and listen to Christian music in the 
he added. 0 sanctuary of the church. 

•oxville woman finds help through online. Bible studies 
Horn 

.... , .. ~, and Reflector 

HVILLE- Ask Patty 
as of Knoxville what her 

is and she'll tell you in 
ertain terms- she's in 
th God and the Bible. 

net so sure she could 
aid that six years ago. 
ms discovered heart
and loneliness after ex
:!ing a painful separat~on 

\b·n ......... from her husband. 
finding herself a sin

~m trying to raise two 
boys alone, Williams 

hope when a friend men
l she should read "To 
s Christ," a Bible study 
hMoore. 
:.now that God directed 

studies into my life at 
me to heal my heart and 
w me in His word," said 
tms. "When the world 
• have offered therapy 
ns, I found passion for 
1nd saw Him put my 
l>ack together." 
" six years later, she's a 
·r coordinator for her 
n, Magna View Baptist 
~h in Talbott. She has 

done "every study that Beth 
has ever written," including 
the recent online study offered 
on LifeWay.c6m, "Believing 
God." 

Communicating online a~d 
interactively with other 
women of faith has become an 
important part for the spiritu
al walks of the 30,000-plus 
women who participat~d in-the 
study. · 

And it's not stopping there. 
Life Way Christian Resources 
responded te the overwhelm
ing success of "Believing God," 
by launching a new site 
through its online community 
forum area. Women who are 
participating in other Beth 
Moore studies can now go on
line and participate in topical 
discussions through the forum 
"Bible Study E-gro.ups." 

"The distinction between 
the e-groups and the "Believ
ing God" study is that you 
don't have to participate in an 
online study to participate in 
these other discussions," said 
Craig Kendall, manager of the 
web development team at Life
Way. "This offers people who 
may be doing a study through 

their church or on their ·own a 
chance to have another outlet 
to talk about what God is 
te~ching them." 

Women from all over the 
world including Malta, Aus
tralia, E_ngland, and C.anada 
as well as the United States 
gather to find and offer sup
port to one another. They 
sh~re· prayer requests as well 
as thoughts on the Gurrent 
Bible study topic. 

"This forum is such a great 
tool because it allows us to 
share our thoughts· about the 
study and testify about God 
and how He is changing us 
through these Bible studies," 
said Williams, who is a fre
quent participant. "It's encour
aging to read how God speaks 
to other ladies." 

The replies on the discus
sion beards encourage 
Williams · and she's glad for the 

LJFEWAY CHRISTIAN RESOURCES' "Bible Study E-groups"' con
nect women all across the world in studying God's Word together. 

• 

chance for· help with a study's 
homework or to get advice on a 
particular situation. 

"The LifeWay community is 
bringing Christians together, " 
said Williams. 

"It's a huge ministering tool 
that's bringing glory to God." 

The self-called prayer war
rior prepares future genera
tions of young women for God's 
touch as well. Each Sunday 
night she mentors a group of 
girls at her church, teaching 
what else? A Beth Moore Bible 
study. 

LifeWay.com currently of
fers e-groups for three Beth 
Moore studies: "Beloved Disci
ple," "Jesus the One and Only," 
and "Breaking Free." 

Volunteers who serve as 
moderators post topical and in
sightful questions to partici
pants who share in the discus-
. 

SlOn. 

The Bible study e-groups 
area, launched in late Janu
ary, has plans to add other 
studies in the near future. To 
register and participate in 
Life Way's "Bible Study E
groups," visit http://forums.Jjf~ 
way.com. ::J 

.. 

.. 
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SBC CP gilts ahead 
of last year's pace 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Year-to-date 
contributions through the 
Southern Baptist Convention's 
Cooperative Program are up 
compared to this same tim e 
frame in 2002, according to a 
news release from SBC Execu
tive Committee President Mor
ris H. Chapman. 

As of Feb. 28, 2003, the year
to-date total of $78,915,285.32 
for Cooperative Program (CP) 
Missions is 1.59 percent, or 
$1 ,237 ,089.84 , ahead of the 
$77,678,195.48 received at this 
same point las t year. For the 
month , receipts of 
$17,686,441.54 were 4. 73 per
cent, or $799,544.35, above the 
$16,886,897.19 received in Feb
ruary 2002. 

Design a t ed giving of 
$83,310,310.34 for the same 
year-to-date period is 1.46 per
cent, or $1,230,128.82, below re
ceipts of $84,540,439. 16 re
ceived at this point in 2002. The 
$50,087,771.36 in designated 
gifts r eceived las t month is 
$2,831,053.81 below the 
$52,918,825.17 total of Febru
ary 2002, a 5.35 percent de
crease. 

For the SBC Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget, the 
year -to-date total of 
$78,915,285.32 is 107.03 per
cent of the $73,734,334.15 bud
geted, or $5,180,951.17 more to 
support Southern Bapti-st min- ~ 
i stries globally and across 
North America. · 

The SBC operat es on an Oct. 
1-Sept. 30 fiscal year. · 

The Cooperative Program is 

MISCELLANEOUS 
1993 Aerotech Ford 30 passen
ger ch urch b us, diesel , 84k 
miles, front/rear a ir. Good condi
tion. $17,000. Call (731) 772-
9753. ....... ~ .... • • • • 
Wanted: Church Van (15 pas
senger). Small rural church near 
Baxter, Tenn., is seeking a used 
van. If your church has older van 
to discard, please contact Pastor 
Terry Crabtree, Boiling Springs 

· Baptist Church , Baxter , at 
TCrabtree@berkline.com or call 
(931) 445-4898. 

MINISTRIES - OTHER 
Nas hville c hurch seeking s um
mer day camp director. Plan and 
implement program for approxi
mately 100 1st-8th graders and 
su pervise s taff of 15. Camp 
open Monday-Friday. College 
degree and experience pre
ferred. Fax resume to (615) 361-
5732. ......... .,. • • • • 
Nashville-area church seeks fi
nancial secretary. Need strong 
accounting/bookkeeping back
ground; knowledge of Word, Ex
cel , and ACS programs helpful. 
Send resume to Personnel Com
mittee , Tulip Grove Baptist 
Church, 563 Shute Lane, Old 
Hickory, TN 37138. 

Sou.thern Baptists' method of 
supporting missions and min
istry efforts of state and region
al conventions and the South
ern Baptist Convention. 

The Cooperative Program 
total includes receipts from in
dividuals, churches, state con
ventions, and fellowships for 
distribution according to the 
2002-03 Cooperative Program 
Allocation Budget. 0 

Alabama governor 
criticized for 
Bible studies 
Baptist Press 

not voluntary as long as Riley 
was involved . Darby added that 
Riley was performing "political 
panhandling for public policy." 

Morris Dees, founder of the 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
in Montgomery, Ala. , ques
tioned Riley's rationale, specu
lating that the governor was 
simply following the lead of Al
abama Chief Justice Roy Moore, 
who has been under fire for his 
public display of the Ten Com
mandments. 

"It's strange that when politi- . 
cians like Roy Moore gain so 
much power from religious dem
agoguery t hat t h e governor 
would institute ·such a proceed
ing," Dees told AP. 

But Riiey's current and for
NASHVILLE - Ala bama mer pastors told Baptist Press 

governor Bob Riley has taken that hls faith is authentic. 
heat for holding early-morning "They (Riley and his family) 
Bible studies, but two of his pas- were active in the church long 
tors say his motivation is pure. before he ran for office," said 

A Southern Baptis t, Riley Randall Ingram, who was Ri
was sworn in as governor in Jan- ley's pastor in Ashland from 
uary, and recently began offer-· 1994-1998. 
ing Bible studies for his staff. He Riley's current pas tor i s 
holds a Bible study for his Cabi- Bruce Willis who has been at 
net ~d senior ~taff on Tuesday . First Bapti~t, Ashland since 
mornings , while . other s~aff 1999. Willis said Riley's con
members hold their own ~Ible gressional duties kept him in 
study on W~dnesday morrungs. Washington, D.C., much of the 
Attend~ce Is voluntary. . . time, but couldn't keep him 

Vanous groups have critl- away from Ashland 
cized Riley, who was baptized at · 
First Baptist Church, Ashland, 
Ala., where he has been a mem
ber since 1953. 

Larry Darby, Alabama direc
tor for American Atheists, told 
the Associated Press that the 
Bible studies were "a form of 
Christian terrorism" and were 

www.GULFSHORESCONDOS.COM 
Beachside Vacation Condos, All sizes 

Spring special: 
2 Night weekend, $130.00 

4 Weeknights, $19o:oo Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 4/22 

(205} 554-1524 ' 

"Even then, they came to 
church when they were home," 
said Willis, who prayed at a 
prayer breakfast at the state 
capitol the week of Riley's inau-
guration. 0 · 

Children's event to 
be held at SIC 
Baptist Press 

PHOENIX- Children at
tending the 2003 Southern Bap
tist Convention annual ·meeting 
with their parents will explore 
the Wild West during a new 
SBC Children's Conference. 

"Front ier s of Faith ," a new 
format from the previous years' 
day camp, will provide teaching 
and activities for children in 
gr ad es one through six from 
Monday through Wednesday, 
June 16-18, here. 

';rhe children's conference 
has. been specially planned to 
complement the SBC's first
ever Kingdom Family Rally on 
Monday evening, June 16, fea
turing such family advocates as 
Dennis and Barbara Rainey of 
Family Life Today, singer Steve 
Green and his wife, Maryjean, 
and Tom Elliff, chair of the 
SBC Council on Family Life, 

Christian Long Distance 
4.9/minute. No codes or fees. 

250,000 happy customers 
Toll Free: 1-866-736-7869 

www.covenantphoneservice.com 
Agent Opportunity available 

Christian Life Tours • 

New Lower Rates For 
Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11 .03 $15.49 
35 $11.16 $15.75 
45 $20.87 $35.18 
55 $43.71 $80.85 

Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN) 
Toll Free 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.) 
Level death benefit term that does not in
crease· for the first 15 years. Written by an 
.A-plus Life insurance company. Preferred 
male rates illustrated above. Please call 
for other ages and female rates. 

Church Bell 
Interiors 

' Specializing in: 
• • • • 

• New Pews • Refinished Pews 
• Reupholstered Pews 
• CQmmerclal Carpet 

• Steeples • Baptistries 
• Stained Glass • Pew Chairs 

•Sound 
Call for free estimate! 

(800) 844-1911 
www.pews.net 

Don't miss this chance to join our group of Tennessee Baptists 

on a Cruise to Alaska planned for June 9-16. An optional' land 

tour is_ available aboard the Midnight Sun. Express to Mt. 

McKinley and Fairbanks. You will enjoy a Christian travel group 

with the best discount rates! Call David (toll -free ). at 1-877-557.-

0073 (OK to Leave message). 

Life Way has the solution-a 15-passenger 
mini·hU\ that meets Federal safety standards. 

~~)Yay. 
Carpentel;' Bus Sales, Inc. 
Nation-. U Churdl Bu• lHa/or 

and his wife, Jeannie. 
Participation in tht 

Children's Conference Wi 
tail a $45 per child fee. A 
refundable $10 registrati< 
is to be paid by May 30, ar 
remainder may be sent or i 
upon arrival at the confere 

Registration forms, inc} 
a medical release form, m 
obtained at www.sl 
nualmeeting.org. 0 

MINISTRIES ~MUSIC 
S8C SeekS full-tim~ rRusiC 1 

~ 

tor. Exceptional p'l"ofessioni 
po rtunity for c reative, ex 
enced, and skilled church 
cian. Mus ic degree prete 
?end resume to Secretary, 
1ster of Music Search Co1 
tee, First Baptist Church, 
Box 508 , McMinnville1 
37110. 

MINISTRIES - STUDEN 
Part-time youth minister. A 
send resume to PGBC, · 
Gann Rd., Hixson, TN 37~ 
email pgbc37343@bellsou ............. 

'I" ...... 

Sulphur Spring Baptist Ch 
Franklin, Ky., is seeking a 

Jime yol:Jth minister. Appl 
must hav~ ~ills in teachi~ 

· Qanizat~on , _and planning. 
be .~ble- to .work with past01 
~t~~r st,?ff m~mbers in pro . 
in.g t~e::9J.QWth of a devel~ £ 

youth program. Please se~ 
s ume to Youth Minister SE 
Commi~!~~J. 309 Glendale • 
Fr:a.nklirt_df¥-42134. ~-

..... . . . . 
"="' ............. . 

Wanted a --full-time spirit·' 'j 
youth pastor for a conse~ : 
soul winning Baptist chl 
God 's rpan please rep! 
mel567@juno.com or .8103 
81, South Starr, SC 29684. I t 

MINISTRIES-SINGLE ADll 
Minis ter to single adults, L 
ton/Midlands of South Caroi 
resume to Search 
ington Baptist Church, 308 
St., Lexington, SC 29072. 

MINISTRIES - E 
Gilliam Springs Baptist 
Arab; ·Ala. , is seeking an 
enced minister (at leas 
years) to lead the educatio~ 
outreach ministries. Semi 
training preferred. Send re .. , 
to Staff Search, Box 463, 
AL 35016 or mroden@gill 
spnngs.org. 

MINISTRIES - PASTOI 
Mid-size c hurch in Greer 
area seeking pastor. Sene 
s ume to Pas tor Search Cor 
tee, 1805 Wade Hampton 
Greenville, SC 29609. 

++++ 
Celina First Baptist Chur( 
s mall Southern Baptist ChUr 
Middle Tennessee is seeki 
pastor with a vision tor disC 
ship and growth. Position in 
diately available. Send res . 
to Ministerial Search CornrB 
c/0 Kenneth Beaty, P.O. 
217, Celina, TN 38551, (' 
243-6725 (office) or 243-f 
(home) . 
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minis er' ~ coro rr 

3 you ever noticed? 

'ben others are set in their ways, they are 
·'1-Dlmae~CJ.. When we are set in our ~ays, we 
-ple of great conviction. 

rJlen others dislike certain ~oupings of peo
are prejudiced. When we do t he same, we 

ply good judges of character. 

hen the children of others disrupt t hey are 
ved and unruly. When our children are 

•· ~-n, ... ·,t-g' they are simply energetic ~d full of 

rhen others find fault we label them critical . . 
nky. When we find fault w~ are simply dis-

nen others offend us they are vicious and 
gnttu . When we offend others they are pet-

fhen others want to use antiquated proce
'~""A~J are old-fashioned. When we hang o:n to ' 

""'"'"" we are fouDdational an<l offer stahil-

others shower praise on th0se alioy.;n:d 
are buttering someone up. When we do . 

' 
we are considerate and thoughtful. 

en others ask questions about us they are 
When we ask questions about" them we are 
showing interest. 

'hen others take a long time to do their 
1.ey are lazy and dawdling. When our work 
:::ompleted promptly we are deliberate and 

:ben others buy nice homes, cars, and cloth
are extravagant. When we own such lux

-1''~ are simply stylish. 

en others .Primp over their appearance 
vain. When we do the same we are 0nly 

:xn~() look presentable. 

1len others give special attention to attrac
~mbers' of the opposite sex they are flirts. 
1.7e do the same we are just being friendly. 

1len others take unnecessary r isks they are 
nea. When we are the risk takers we are 

faith and vision. 

different our world would be if we could 
ers as we see ourselves. How different the 
vould be if we could see ourselves as others 
No view is more deceptive than th e view 

;u perspective. 0 - Wilder is pastor of First 
Church, Jefferson City. 

=--- just f"'..- odoy 
F re d Woo d , ret i r e d pas tor , Memph is 

rt With A Smile: Tour guide to bus riders 
tnymede, England: "And this is the spot 
the barons forced King John to sign the 

. Carta." Passenger: "When did this hap
rour guide: "1215." Passenger, looking at 
"Tough luck. We just missed it by half an 

~e This Truth: Ignorance is never out of 
t was in fashion yesterday, it is the rage to
'td it will set the pace tomorrow. - Frank 

norize This Scrip ture: "I would not have 
be ignorant, brethren." - I Thessal0nians 

Y This Prayer: Lord, help me to realize I 
> know all I can, but I need to live with it in 
b.t of God's will. a 

-

Praying for proteCtion 
By Ernest Standerfer 

Focal passage- Psalm 91:1-16 -

Homeland security is a priority 
for our country. A new government 
agency directs activities for our se
c_urity and protection. Individual s 
and families are more security con
scious than.in years past. 

The desire for protection has al
ways been an issue. When Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God, they were afraid 
and tried to hide. ''The LORD God 
called to the man, 'Where are you?' 
He answered, 'I heard you in the 
garden, and I was afraid because I 
was naked; so I hid' " (Genesis 3:9-
10). 

Beginning with Abraham God 
has been telling us to~not fear. "Do 
not be · afraid, Abram. I am your 
shield, your very great reward" 
(Genesis 12:1-2). And we remem-· 
her that Jesu s often told his disci
ples, "Do not be afraid" (Matthew 
28:10). ' 

George Beverly S'hea relates a 
thrilling · expe.rieace from an early 
Billy Graham crusade in New York. 
A woman accepted the Lord, but as 
she cried the counselor heard her re
peatedly pray for God tp protect her. 
Because she lived with her son and 
he hated. the church, she feared 
what he would do to her. But before 
the counselor could respond, a voice 

·nearby said, "It's okay, Mom, I'm 
here too." 

Psalm 91 captures the need we 
all feel to pray and seek God's pro
tection. The strong names that the 

Psalmist uses for God - "Most 
High, A~mighty , LORD , and my 
God, my refuge and my fortress," all 
magnify God's power, and authority, 
and availability. 

· Verses 5-6 identifies some of the 
concerns that confronted the people 
in the Psalmist's time- "the terror 
of night, the arrow that flies by day, 
the pestilence that stalks in the 
darkness, ~nd the plague that de
stroys at midday." But these threats 
were no match for God. The 
Psalmist believed that under His 
wings you will find refuge; His faith
fulness will be your shield and ram
part (v. 4 ). 

The Psalmist assures us that God 
"will command his angels concern
ing you to guard you in all your 
ways" (v. 11). Though the devil used 
these verses to tempt Jesu s, our 
Lord rebutted his suggestion to ar-
rogantly test God's promise. · 

To those who love and trust Him, 
God promises, "I will rescue him; I 
will protect him, for he, a'Cknowl
edges my na~e. He will call upon 
me, and I will answer him; I will. be 
with him in trouble, I will deliver 
him and honor him" (vy. 14-15). 

As we look back at this Psalm 
from the New Testament perspec
tive, believers know that God does 
not spare u s from all threatening 
circumstances or shield us from all 
danger - whatever the source. It 

· does mean that God is our personal 
r~fuge - where we find peace and 
assurance that He is working for us 
in .all situations. Through Christ we 
have eternal life and the abiding 

. . 

5.:.uJdCJy ;,:,h::,;,c,) 11.~~.,01 J 

F ~~nil/ ~1.o1t:~ "5~Y ·es 
u!ar~JJ ·:r 

. 
presence of God's Spirit. ''And we 
know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him" 
(Romans 8:28). Remember that God 
says He will respond to the person 
who ."will call upon me, and I will 
answer him; I will be with him in 
trouble" (v. 13). 

I once read 
about a Norwegian 
fisherman who 
found himself in an 
icy predicament. 
He had gone fish
ing, but the time of 
the year r equired 
that he cut a hole 
in the ice in order 
to fish. All was fine STANDERFER 

· until h e noticed 
that he was moving. A patch of ice 
had broken adrift and h e couldn't 
.reach across to land. But . . . in less 
than 30 minutes a rescue helicopter 
picked him up. How did that happen 
so quickly? He used a cellular phone 
to call for help. The story ended with 
the emphasis that his communica
tio~ system was r eady a nd up-to
date. 

Today, may you ~'rest in the shad
ow of the Almighty and make the 
Most High your dwelling," and stay 
up-to-date in communicating with 
your protector. a- Standerfer is in
te rim pastor of Edgefield Baptist 

. Church, Nashville. 

Claim the lord's promises 
By Joe Brooks 

. 
Focal passage -I Kings 

8:22~30, 56 

Dear Friend, 
You called me last Wednesday af

ter-noon and prayed for me over the 
phone. While I will keep your identi
ty hidden, (I think you'd prefer that), 
allow me this p ersonal word of 
thanks. 

You were calling from your cell 
phone; so, mostly, you talked and I 
listened. The words of encourage
ment and inspiration you offered on 
our 10 minute conversation was a 
gift I'll always remembe11. Quite hon
estly, though, I'll not remember
everything we said during our con
versation. -

But, I will remember the prayer. 
If I didn't know better, I would be

lieve that you patterned your 
prayers for me after Solomon's 
prayer at the temple's dedication. 

Solomon's prayer was all about 
building the kingdom of God. Al
though Solomon was .a "B.C. Believ
er," and we're "A.D. Believers," (my 
term), we have some things wonder
fully in common with wise old 
Solomon. Your prayer had many 
themes that Solomon included in his 
prayer. 

In seeking first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, 
(Matthew 6:33), both of us are defi
nitely kingdom builders. I often pray 
that I can see visible, physical re
sults from the work we do for God's 
kingdom; a s visible as Solomon's 
kingdom. When life one day ends on 

this planet, I hope the lasting memo
ry of my life is an expression of God's 
work, not merely my own. That goes 
for·'my life, my family:, the church, 

' and in His world. 
Your prayers were a wonderful 

encouragement; a delivery of fresh 
materials, of sorts, as Hiram deliv
ered. materials fo r the temple (I 
Kings 5:1.) Your prayers were a won
derful meal. I stor ed them in my 
m ental "To Go Box" and have en
joyed them many times over. 

Here is what I heard that seemed 
so familiar from Solomon's prayer. 

· Firs t , you af-
---::;:,-.......,,-, firmed God's faith

BROOKS 

fulness (vv. 22-24). 
. During personal 
struggles., focusing 
on "me," "my," and 
"our" aspects of our 
stru ggles i_s only 
human. Solomon's 
opening words in
cluded "you ," 
"your," referring to 

God, at least 11 times in these vers
es. He used the names and nature of 
God at least seven times. Focusing 
on the Lord; now that's really divine! 

After we prayed, your prayer 
helped me focus once again on God's 
greatness, not my problems' great
ness. Thanks, bro. That's some real 
food for thought. 

Second. you prayed in accord with 
God's promises (vv. 25-26). 

You prayed that One Most Faith
ful would e:.rpress His character 
through me. Those might not have 
been your exact words, but that's 
what I heard. And that's what I need 

5un:dav 5.ciu:.u:>1 'J..CJ;;:;oJ'J 
E.A,pJ.or .tJ ihl1 HJ£la 
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most of all. 
God faithfully labored among His 

people many years before Solomon 
· laid t h e first s tone. It was God's 
work - not Solomon's pet project. 
Life is a Dead Sea if we're merely 
hammering nails (or even preaching 
sermons). Without a kingdom focus, 
we're merely drawing our breath and 
drawing our paychecks, as one man 
observed. 

But, if our lives are building God's 
kingdom, we are living expressions 
of a river of life. We can display 
God's great faithfulness in ou·r own 
generation. We can express God's 
power in our weakness. Eternity af
fects our life and times as we pre
pare others for heaven. That's one of 
God's greatest kingdom works. 

Third, you trusted God to answer 
(vv. 27-30, 56). 

You didn't rely on me for the task 
of "coming up" with solutions for the 
"common" trials (l Corinthians 
10:13) that I face. You expressed 
your trust in God on my behalf. 
There are many things I need in this 
world, friend, but prayer partners 
like you ... man, that ranks at just 
about the top of the list . 

Thanks again, friend and brother. 
And should you need to pray for me 
again, call any time. rn keep a line 
open for you. 

Or better yet, 1'11 call you. Q -
Brooks is pastor of Big Spring Baptist 
Church, Cleveland. 

' 
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ets + Belmont University has 
named Melissa K. Bowers as 
event coordinator for the Curb 
Event Center, Curb Cafe, and 
Maddox Grand Atrium. She 
has served on the Belmont 
staff for 10 years. 

Knoxville musician Carl Perry ltonorec 
+ Frank Proffitt has been 

called as interim pastor at 
First Baptist Church, Bailey
ton. 

+ Southside Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, has 
called John Perkins as pas
tor. He has been pastor of five 
area churches and chaplain at 
the VA hospital for eight years. 

+ ·Joey Porche is the new 
worship leader at NorthPointe 
Community Church, Johnson 
City. 

+ Dan Black has resigned 
as associate pastor/college 
ministries director at Universi
ty Parkway Baptist Church, 
Johnson City, to attend semi-
nary full time. -

+ Todd McLaughlin -has 
been called as pastor of Unicoi 
Baptist Church, Unicoi. 

+ Enon Baptist Church, 
Jones borough, has called 
Albert Bentley as pastor. 

+ Scott Hayes is the new 
youth director at Boones Creek 
Baptist Church, Gray. · 

+ Midway Baptist Church, 
Johnson City, has called Josh 
Grizzle as minister of youth. 

+ Edgefield Baptist 
Church, Nashville, has called 
Ernest Standerfer, former 
pastor of Valley Vie:w Baptist 
Church, Nashville, as interim 
pastor. The church also has 
called Melanie Chapman as 
worship leader/music director. 

+ Wolf Creek Baptist 
Church, Spring City, ordained 
Bradley E. Harris to the 
gospel ministry on March 1. 
He is serving as minister of 
music at the church. 

+ Main Street Baptist 
Church, Lake City, has called 
Wayne Phillips as pastor. 

+ Sam Hagar is the new 
pastor at New Hope Baptist 
Church, Oak Ridge. 

+ Trent Stewart has been 
called as pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Jellico. He is are
cent graduate of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. Stewart also is 
an alumnus of Carson-New
man College, J efferson City. 
He is the third member of his 
immediate family to se.rve as a 
Tennessee Baptist pastor. His 
dad, Ron, is pastor of Grace 
Baptist Church, and his broth
er, Todd, is pastor of Bridge
water Baptist Church, both in 
Knoxville. 

+ Vonore Baptist Ch:urch, 
Vonore, recently called Tony 
Collins as pastor. 

+ Long Ridge Baptist 
Church, Tellico Plains, recent
ly called Shane Bryson as 
pastor. 

+ Chris Farmer is now 
serving as pastor of Hopewell 
Springs Baptist Church, 
Madisonville. 

+ Altoona Baptist Church, 
Tellico Plains, recently called 
Mike Tate as pastor. 

+ Mike Williams recently 
was called as pastor qf Island 
Creek Baptist Church, Madis
onville. 

+ Victor Abernathy has 
been called as pastor of Shady 

For Baptist and Reflector 

JEFFERSON CITY - Re
tired church musician Carl 
Perry was recently awarded 
the Hallelujah Award at the 
annual conference of the 
Louis a nd Mary Charlotte 
Ball Institute for Church Mu
sic at Carson-Newman Col
lege here. · 

The Hallelujah Award is 
given to persons who have 
made outstanding contribu
tions to church music. 

Perry was chosen because of 
his ·lifelong dedication to the 
local church, according to 
Louis Ball. 

Perry is a graduate of the 
University of North Carolina 
and is a World War II veter
an. 

His ministry included 
· churches in North ,and South 
Carolina and .Tennessee. His 
Tennessee churches included 
F irst Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, and West Hills Bap
tist Church) Knoxville, where 
he is music minister emeritus. 

Gr.ove Baptist Church, Tellico 
Plains. 

+ KeVin ~iller is serving 
as pastor of Westside Bapti~t 
Church, Madisonville . . 

+ Russell Jones is serv
ing as pastor of Towee Falls 
Baptist Church, Tellico Plains. 
. + Reed Spring Baptis t 
Church, Philadelphia, . has 
called Jamie Johnson as 
youth director. 

+ Community Baptist 
Church, Niota, recently called 
Verlin Self as pa!;itor. 

Participants enioY pastor/ spouse retreat 
For Baptist and Reflector 

GATLINBURG - Fan.tastic 
was the word used most often 
to describe the ICOn Top of the 
Mountain Retreat" held here 
Feb. 27-March 1. 

The event, sponsored by the 
Church Staff Leadership 
Group of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, attracted 130 
ministers and spouses who 
worshiped, laughed, and cele
brated their calling and min
istries over two and one-half 
days. 

"The primary purpose of the 
retreat was to provide an op
portunity for ministers to get 
away for a couple of days and 
to be encouraged and inspired 

I 

so they could go back to their 
fields with a renewed commit
ment ," said Bill North cott, 
CSL group leader. 

"We had tremendous affrr
mation of the retreat," North
cott said, adding that partici
pants "told us they were 
h opeful it would become an 
annual event." 

The program was led by 

Charles Lowery of the Lowery 
Institute for Excellence, Albu
querque, N.M.; Fred Luter, 
pastor, Franklin Avenue Bap
tist Ohurch, NeV{. Orleans, La.; 
and James Shaddix, a profes
sor from New. Orleans Baptist. 
Theological Seminary. 

_Dick and Mel Tunney, musi
cians from Brentwood, served 
as worship leaders for the re-

treat. 
One participant. noted the 

retre~t provided "an opportu
nity to get away with my wife. 
The -music. and messages gave 
great uplift." 

Another noted that it was 
good to laugh about common 
things in the ministry and that 
"everyone has things that are 
hard in their ministry." 0 

PROGRAM LEADERS at the "On Top of the Mountain Retreat" in
cluded, from left, James Shaddix, Charles Lowery, Mel and Dick 
Tunney, and Fred Luter. The retreat was held Feb. 27-March 1 in 
Gatlinburg and was sponsored by the Church Staff Leadership 
Group of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

LOUIS BALL, left, congratulates Carl Perry and his wife, trisJ 
Perry's selection as the Hallelujah Award recipient at the a 
conference of the Louis and Mary Charlotte Ball Institute 
Church Music at Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City. 

He retired in 1989. 
Perry has contributed to de

nominational publications and 
has been a clinician at numer
ous camps and assemblies in 
10 states. His compositions for 
children are still in publica-
tion. . · 

Perry and hi~ wife, Iris, re-. 

Churches 
+ Mercer - Baptist 

·Church, Mercer, M,ll hold re.: · 
vival services Mareh 23-·26 
with guest speaker Calvin 
Moore . .,The March 23 service 
begins at 6 p.m. while the oth
er service~ begin at 7 p.m. 

+ Concord Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, will 
host Southern Gospel record
ing artists The Martins ih 
concert on March 23 at 6:30 
p.m. Admission is free, but a 
love offering will be taken. For 
more information, call the 
church office at (423) 892-9313. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Kenton, ·wi.Il ho}d revival ser
vices March 30-April 2 with 
guest evangelist Ronnie Cole-· 
man, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Trenton. For more in
formation, call the church at 
(731) 7~9-5780. 

·• Henry Bapti~t Church, 
Henry, w~ll hold revival s~r
vices March 23-26 with guest 
evangelist John Thomas, pas
tor of Trinity Baptist Church, 
Clarksville. Music will be led 
by Brad and Melinda McCoy. 
For more information, call the 
church at (731) 243-4852. 

+ Pine Grove Baptist 
Church, Lexington, will hold 
a Sunday revival March 23 at 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m. with guest 
ev?ngelist Hugh Callens. 

+ Delano Baptist 
Church, Delano, will hold a 
Blue Grass Gospel Music 
Night on March 30 at 6:30 p.m. 
Guest groups will be Hiwassee 
Ridge and Still Waters. The 
church is located five miles 
south of Etowah, just off High
way 411. For more informa-

cently celebrated their 
wedding anniversary. 

During the service, 
Overholt , a member of 
choir at West Hills during 
ry's tenure, paid a nAI'~:~n 
tribute to the influence of 
sic in his life brought by 
ry's leadership. 0 

tion, call (423) 263-77 
.( 42~)- 263:;7548. 
- - . 

+Pleasant View 
Cllurc_h·, , Clarksvil 
h~ve _s:p~g revival 
with Bob Davis as guest 
ge-list. 
· . .• Thicd Baptist 
K~ox~f~.will hold 
services March 24-26 .. -.;. 

Mike Viles , director o_J 
sions for Midland and 'l 
ern Baptist AssociatioJ 
guest evangelist. 

+ Sweetwater Ba 
Association held an as 
tiona! prayer walk on 
15. The purpose of the 
was to pray for the stu 
and faeulties of sc:Aools 
the association. 

+ Shelby Baptist ~ 
ation recently held a G 
dy/Daughter Banquet l 
drew more than 300 peo; 
the campus of the Baptist 
dren's Homes. The the! 
the banquet was "Love iJ 
Language." 

+ There will be a me 
of East Tennessee pa 
interested in forming a 
s imilar to the Middle 
nessee Pastors' Conferei 
March 31 at 7 p.m. at : 
H e ights Baptist Ch 
Knoxville. The prograr 
feature singing, preacbin 
prayer. For more infora: 
call Dino Bray, past 
Galilee Baptist Cb 
Knoxville, at (865) 933-6 
(865) 803-3069. 


