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.• ·Campbell chaplain serves families of soldiers 
iinie Davis 

• t and Reflector 

RT CAMPBELL, Ky. -
ain David Coram's work 

has escalated because of Opera
tion Iraqi Freedom. 

The efforts of the chaplains 
here are "not as glamorous as 
what we (chaplains) are doing 

in Iraq, but they are just as vi
tal because we~re taking care of 
families here," he said. Coram 
s peaks from experience. H e 
served seven months as a chap

lain in Desert Storm 
based in Saudia Arabia. 

"I didn't get to go 
this time," the former 
helicopter pilot said. 

He and four other 
chaplains are trying to 
meet the needs of about 
18,000 families associat- · 
ed with the lOlst Air
borne Division and oth
er Army _units based at 
Ft. Campbell here. 

. "In a sense we 're 
ministering to the sol
dier when we're minis
tering to the families," 
he explained. 

Thankfully~ h e 

IN DAVID CORAM, left, talks to Chaplain Charles McDaniel about 
~answer the question of the wife of a soldier Who called the office ask
?Out a media report. She wondered if the office could confirm the re

•~tc::ll- Photo by Connie Davis 

hasn't had to minister 
to a family who has lost 
a member in the war. 
Soldiers :from Ft. 
Campbell who have 
died have either been 
single or had families 
who left the area- or 
never lived here. Coram 
explained soldiers serv-

• 

At Baptist orphanage in Chile 

several years but are visiting a ing from F t. Campbell came 
from several bases in th e Unit
ed States. 

· ser vice on base fo r t h e first 
t ime. 

The captain with the lOlst 
who was killed wh en a fellow 
soldier rolled a grenade into his 
tent was fr om Ft. C ampbell. 
His family was vi siting rela
tives i n P enns ylvania , s aid 
Coram. • 

Escalation 
Coram explained his work 

has increased in several ways 
since soldiers wer e deployed 
from the base six weeks ago. 

Of course, families are more 
open to ministry and have more 
needs during a war, especially 
when s~ldiers are becoming ca
s u a liti es of war. In Desert 
Storm, the lOlst Di vision of 
20,000 soldier s didn't experi
ence any combat losses, he not
ed. 

"Families are really turning · 
to matters of faith and coming 
to church in this time of crisis 
and un~ertainty,') he reported. 

In the contempoFary service 
he leads, h e asks visitors to tell 
the congregat ion their name 
and something a bout them
selves. Visitor s often say they 
h ave lived at F t. Campbell for 

Although the soldiers are 
gone, attendance at both that 
service and th e litur gical ser
vice he leads has increased. 

He is leading two congrega
tions r a ther than sharing th e 
responsibility for one congrega
tion with eight ·other chaplains. 
Coram explained h e accepted 
th e liturgical congr egation a l
though it has been "an interest
ing stretch for me." 

He joked h e didn't think -he 
would convert to t he Lutheran, 
Catholic, or Episcopa l denomi
nation. Coram became in volved 
in ministr y through ser vin g 
Baptist church es i n variou s 
r oles' bivocat ionally. He left the 
Army to attend New Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological Semi
nary. He felt called back to the 
Army as a chaplain. 

"Meeti'ng their n eed s has 
been a real blessing to me," he 
said, r e ferri n g to the people 
who attend th e liturgical ser
vice . Thankfully h e is abl e to 
u se t h e sam e ser mon in each 
serv1ce. 
- See Ft. Campbell, page 3 
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By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

GOODLETTSVILLE- In 
1992 J eraldene Heflin of First 
Baptist Church here read in 
the Baptist and Reflector about 
needs in Chile which were part 
of the Tennessee/Chile Baptist 

Partnership. One need in par
ticular "jumped out at me," 
said Heflin. Chilean Baptists 
asked for a team of 6-7 people 
to come to a girls' orphanage to 
can vegetables , sew, and do 
light repair work. 

"I knew that this was wpere 
I was to go," said Heflin, who 

JERALDENE AND JERRY HEFLIN of First Baptis t Church. 
Goodlettsville, participate in the March 10 dedication of the build ing 
they developed for the Baptist Girls ' Home in Temuco. Chile. 

had n ever been on a mission 
trip in the United States or an
oth~r country. 

Then she had to convince 
her husband, Jerry, to go with 
her. The couple do almos t 
everything together, they de
scribed, having been married 
48 years. 

J erry, a ssociate pastor of 
First Church , responded to his 
wife with his usual h umor. "I 
haven't lost anything in Chile. 
Why go th ere?" 

It took t h e coup le several 
days even to find the country 
on the map, they admitted. 
Eventually Jerry agreed to go 
to Chile, with encouragement 
from the pastor of First 
Church . 

At the H ogar Bautista de 
Ninas or Ba ptist Girls' Home 
in Temuco, Chile, the Heflins 
found many needs that year in 
1993. The girls living at the 
h ome were easy to get to know 
and responded to the least bit 

of help. They had m any needs 
because t h e home only h ad 
about $17 a month to spend on 
each girl. 

Th e facility h a d t wo cot
tages and another small build
ing housing a kitch en , ·offices, 
and s tudy a r ea. T h e m a i n 
building was "literally fallin g 
down, n described Jerry. 

While t h e r e , J eraldene 
asked one of the home's direc
tors what was needed mos t . 
She said a building. 

The couple returned horne 
and spoke to their church lead
ers and other churches, but 
people didn't offer to help, Jer- · 
aldene exp1amed. 

In 1994 the Heflins re
turned to the home in Chile 
and had another great time 
and saw the needs once agaiu. 
And when the Heflins re
tu.rned, they tried once again 
to raise some money for the 
home. But no one responded 
- See Hefhns page 3 
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SBC Resolutions 
Committee chosen, 
seeks resolutions 
Baptist Press 

amendment to SBC Bylaw 20 
approved during the 2002 
SBC annual meeting in St. 
Louis, which also entailed 
various changes to the resolu
tion submission procedure. 
The changes include the fol
lowing: 

resolution is not forwarded by 
the Resolutions Committee to 
the SBC annual meeting, a 
two-thirds vote of messengers 
would be required to bring the 
proposed resolution to the con
vention floor. 

teer construction te&~n 
still needed to reapo1 
damage left from thE 
vember 2002 tornad1 

~ast Tennessee," said E 
well. 

"Big Emory Baptist A 
a tion director of mis 
David Acres is serving r 
Volunteer Organizationt 
ing in Disaster volunteer 

PHOENIX- Appointments 
to the Resolutions Committee 
for the June 17-18 Southern 
Baptist Convention have be.en 
announced by SBC President 
Jack Graham . 

Graham, pastor of the Del
his-area Prestonwood Baptist 
Church, named Mike Hamlet, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
North Spartanburg, S .C. , as 
chairman for committee at the 
SBC annual meeting in 
Phoenix. 

(1 ) Proposed resolutions 
may be submitted as early as 
April 15 but no later than 15 
days prior to the SBC annual 
meeting, giving the Resolutions 
Committee a two-week period 
in which to consider submis
sions. Resoh,1tions may no 
longer be submitted during the 
annual meeting. 

(2) Proposed resoh.ltio-ns 
must be accompanied by· a let
ter from a church qualified to 
send a messenger to the SBC 
annual meeting certifying that 
the individual submitting the 
resolution is a member in good 
standing. 

(6) Committee composition 
must now include at least 
two members wJio served the 
previous year, with Hamlet 
and Moore meeting this re
quirement. Bylaw 20 has 
long required that the com
mittee include at least three 
SBC Executive Committee 
·members. This year they are 
Hamlet, Butler and 
Wittman. 0 

dinatar for the 
five county 
area, which 
includes An
derson, Scott,
Morgan, Cum
berland, and 
Roane " ex-, 

Volunteers sought 
on DR efforts for 
tornado vitfims 

plairred Black-
well. The asso- ACRI 
ciation is 
based in Harriman. VO 
an interdenominatiollll 
ter relief organization 
United States. 

The other members of the 
committee appointed by Gra
ham, in alphabetical order, 
are: Jim Butler, Southaven, 
Miss. ; Craig Christina, Dun
can, Okla.; Penna. Dexter, Dal
las; Randy Hahn, Colonial 
Heights, Va.; Russell Moore, 
Louisville, Ky.; Brandon 
Thomas, Euless, Texas; Dale 
Wallace, Birmingham, Ala. ; 
and Calvin Wittman, Wheat 
Ridge, Colo. 

·One vacancy remains to be 
filled after the resignation of 
an ini~ial appointee. . 

(3) Proposed resolutions 
preferably should be submitted 
by email or mailed to the Reso
lutions Committee in care of 
the SBC Executive Committee. 
The drafts must be typewrit
ten, titled, dated, and include 
complete .contact information 
for the person and his or her 
church. · 

Baptist and Reflector "We still have house 
need a total rebuild,! 

_BRENTWOOD - Cleanup, Acres. "Also, we have SOl 

construction rebuild, and chain pair work and porches 
saw teams are needed to com- built along with whee 
plete projects .on prope'rty in ramps. Cumberland an 
East Tennessee which was derson counties especiall 
damaged by the November cleanup teams to get 
2002 torqados, according to .· ·.do~e~_trees." 
Lloyd Blackwell, state Disaster . · ~TO _voluateer, contac~ 
Relief director and a member at th~ ,Big--Emory Asso1 
of the Tennessee Baptist Con~ : gjlice. at-'(865) 882-644! 
vention staff. · · ~ltjs -C~~ .plione at (865 

(4) No pers~m will be al'lowed 
to submit more than three res-
olutions per year. . 

The naming of the Resolu
tions Co'mmittee in early 
April is in keeping with an (5) If a properly submitted "Disaster Relief and volun- -641'~~-

-- . . ~ .- - ·--

Journalists break new g-round with wa~.:. 4Veras 
By Adelle M. Banks 
Religion News Service 

NASHVILLE ._ Sara Horn may not 
have a prominent newspaper byline or a 
familiar TV news visage, but she's broken 
ne~ ground as a denominational news re
porter. 

The writer for Baptist Press .recently . 
returned. from eight days aboard the USS 
Harry S. Truman, where she covered the 
war in Iraq for the Southern Baptist Con
vention's news service. 

"Our whole purpose of going was to 
capture the stories of Christians in the 
military and to explore the idea of patrio
tism and faith and how all of that works .. 
.together," she told Religion N~ws Service 
in an interview upon her return from the 

- Mediterranean Sea in early April. 
Horn, 26, usually writes about retail 

and I:r;1ternet issues for Life Way Christian 
Resources, the nation's largest Protestant 
denomination. But in a fairly rapid turn of 
events, she wound up on the aircraft carri
er covering the first days of the war. She 
joined Life Way earlier this year after 
serving as director of news and media re.:
lations of Union University, Jackson. 

"We watched the launch of the first 
planes that were headed out for the first 
airstrike," she said. "It was amazing . ... In 
a way, you're Witnessing history." 

Horn and photographer Jim Veneman 
of Union University worked as a team for 
the denominational news service. Their 
dozens of stories and photos featured 
chaplains, Southern Baptist members of 
the military, and other people of faith who 
talked about how their time of service in-

tersected with their beliefs. 
Horn said she was one of about 20 re

porters on board at the time, some on 
short-term assignments and others "em
bedded" with the military. But she got a 
kick out of the secular reporters' assump
tion that she - like members of the clergy 
- would have just one serious wo~kday 
each week. 

"Sunday roll~ around," she recalled. "All 
the reporters, they all came up and said, 
Wow, today's your big day,' as if that was 
the only day we were go
ing-to be working.'~ 

Like others ·on the 
ship, Horn said she didn't 
get much sleep. She cov
ered press ·briefings with 
the other media along 
with following the stories 
on her particular beat. 

Her looks at faith 
HORN 

ranged from the ship's first-ever baptism 
by' immersion - in a crate usually used to 
carry joint direct attack munitions, or 
JDAMs- to a profile of Lt. Johnnie "Coot
er" Caldwell, a Southern Baptist naval avi
ator who says a prayer before each takeoff. 

"I really, personally wanted to be able 
to find someone or' find a story that repre
sented a patriot's faith and I really feel 
that that story did," she said of Caldwell. 
"He's risking his life every time he flies off 
the deck of a ship. . .. He stressed to us 
that no one should take satisfaction in the 
loss of human life." 

The wartime coverage is getting atten
tion from grass-roots viewers of Baptist 
Press' web site (www.bpnews.net) as well 
as the nation's official librarians. The Li-

brary of Congress recently inform~ 
tist Press that its site has been ch01 
inclusion in the historic collection 
2003 War on Iraq Internet material 

Both Horn and Will Hall, vice pr 
for news services at the Southern 

· Convention, said the location on 
provided them with a greater s 
safety as they considered the assi~ 

But Horn said she fully app11eci~ 
dangers of war - on board ship or 
ground. As a mother of a 2-year-1 
the wife of a Navy reservist who is 
ing to be activated soon, Horn said 
that she could connect with thos 
terviewed on many levels. 

"Orie of our main objectives wa1 
a face with the people who were sel 
the military for l?eople to be abV 
late," she said. "These are mt 
women who have families back 
They're making enormous sacrifice 

As far as Hall and a number of 
on religious media know, Horn an 
_man's voyage to the East Medite: . . 
1s uruque. 

Doug Trouten, executive direct( 
• 

Evangelical Press Association, sat• 
tian publications have covered d 
aspects of the war, including the 
military chaplains and the role 
and combat, "but to actually hav 
body on site sounds to me like ' 
through kind of step forward." 

Christian journalists working I 
organizations have often served d1 

in the front lines abroad, writinl 
and delivering aid after a conflict, . 

Hall said he is considering ac 
coverage of eostwar relief efforts. C 
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! day Jeraldene was pray
out the home wit h some 
ttion. Then she felt like a 
u cket of water had been 
;i over her and God told 
e was doing it without in

Him, she expl~ined. 
weeks lat er , as J erry 

covering from surgery for 
, the couple received a call 
h.ono pastor. Bob Ward, a 

member they barely 
JecaUE!e he had only been 
ber·for a few months, had 

business and give n 
for tlie building. 

at was God showing u s 
e didn't need us in any 

'bat He had the money," 
.rry. 

Planning 
leaders of First Church 

,....,. .... ,. to try to match the 
d in 1996 Heflin a nd 

to Chile to meet with 
of the home and the 

aptist convention. Heflin 
en told a cottage would 
8,000. Instead they were 

build a $600,090 build
even presented an ar

s drawings. 
ne officials explained the 
uilding would allow the 
'()increase the number of 
n ts from 24 to 48 which 
nother dire need of the 
t ion. 
lin and Ward at first were 
l.elmed but agreed to try 

. e lop the project and re
home. They presented it 

b urch commit t ee which 
:f~CoumdLea at the size of the 

Committee leader s ex
_.,,,t:!l the project was too big 

church. 
lk about biting off more 
you can chew," quipped 

"We had no idea wher e 
o ney was comin g from" 
e Heflins didn't give up 
se we knew that God was 
3e explained. 

JOAN RUSH, left, Woman 's 
Missionary Union director, 
First Church, Goodlettsville, is 
hugged by the "WMU director 
of a church the Tennesseans 
visited in Temuco, Chile. 

An ~dyssey . '1{ ~ 
In 1997 the Heflins led their 

first team of builders to the 
home and brought the money 
they had raised. They had sent 
money ahead for supplies and' 
for h ired workers. Thankfully, 
because of a short report in the 
Baptist and Reflector, members 
of Judson Baptist Church, 
Nashville, joined them to form a 
t eam of 53 worker s. 

The H eflins have returned 
each year leading 179 volun
teer s, mostly from the Good
lettsville church, to serve. Join
ing in the project for two years 
were teams from Greensboro, 
N .C. The Tennesseans also 
were assisted by retired mis
sionary to Chile Clara Br~nce
field Huff and her late husband, 
Leslie. 

On March 1, 2003, the Ten
nesseans returned to do some fi 
nal painting and to furnish the 
new two-floor debt -free building 
which cost $650,000. It was ded
icated March 10. 

••• 

JERRY HEFLIN, associate pastor, First Baptist Church, Goodlettsville, stands with residents of the 
Baptist home for girls in Temuco during the open house held March 10. 

THE MAIN BUILDING of the Hogar Bautista de Ninas or Baptist Girls' Home which was opened 
March 10. 

Miracles , 
"We could tell you miracle af

ter miracle of bow people have 
h elped with this thing," said 
J erry. 

The Heflins and other mem
bers of the church have held 
bazaars and fish fry~. Jeraldene 
admitted she has gained a repu
tation of being someone who al
ways wants something. But her 
purpos e! was worth it , she 
added. 

Member s of the church and 
others would totally surprise the 
couple by writing checks for 
needs such as an $18,000 heat 
i ng syst em . People pad been 
praying for about a year for the 

system ; th e couple n oted. And 
p eople in Seattle , Wash ., and 
many other places learned about 
the need and gave money. 

The volunteer builder s also 
r epresented miracles, s aid 
Jerry. They worked with Melvin 
Bess, church member who su
pervi se d t h e con struction. 
Amazingly, each year, the team 
would come together although 
the Heflins didn' t actively re
cruit members. And t hose mem
bers would h ave t he skills need
ed that year, said J erry. 

God a l so made t h e money 
stretch to fit n eeds. For exam 
ple, J er a lden e describ ed h ow 
$2 ,000 fu r nish ed much of the 

building with high -end furni
ture. Other items were shipped 
from the church , including cook
ware and curtains. Tennesseans 
sewed 48 hand-made bed sheets . 

The rewards for involvement 
hav e been many, s a id t he 
Heflins. 

During this last visit one of 
the home's r esidents s aid sh e 
had heard a lot abou t love but 
because of her new h ome sh e 
could feel love and now knew 
that God was real. 

"I don't know why God would 
ch oose our church and us -
we're nobodys - to be a lifeline 
to Chile. I don't know," said J er
ry Heflin. 0 

Campbell chaplain serves families of soldiers ••• 
tt inued from page 1 
1 lack of soldiers is appar

each service, described 
a plaiu . For instance, the 
· musical being presented 
. of the congregations will 
e only two men, himself 
h e fa the1· of a soldie r 's 
The man and his wife 
een visiting h el' because 

cently gave birth. Thank
h e man sings bass and he 
tE-nor . quipped Coram. 
ace t h e d eployment the 
lin said he has felt led to 
>ersonally for his congre
'l.S. which in clude abou t 
~pJe. 
aile h e was in Desert 
l.. his wi fe wrote h im in 

. tter aoout how a chaplain 
d her at their h ome. Th e 
ain arrived with a screw 
r and replaced a bulb in 
lil light of her ca1·. That 

·I t so much to him , he wept. 
• oram. 
cently. he was able to do 

. .... . 
1 lnle thing for a woman in 

• 

' 

one of his congregations. H e 
keeps the burned ou t bulb on 
his desk as a reminder of his 
commitment to acts of kindness. 

He also counsels people wh o 
call the chaplains' office and ask 
for help . Tha n kfully, h e only 
h as to take the overflow of one
on-on e counseling dut ies from 
another chaplain. 

One night next week he will 
speak to a fam ily readiness 
group which includes about 80 
spouses of soldiers on coping 
skills. 

Other main job 
Coram's other main job is as 

r esou rce manager of h elp for 
fa milies. He spends a lot of his 
day talkjng on the phone to peo
ple wishing to help F t. Camp
bell fa miHes in some way. 

He arranges for items given 
to be stored and works with oth
er Ft. Campbell offices to dis
tribute t he diapers, toys. and 
other items donated. H e also 
manages financial gifts which 
ha,·e been pouring in. he said . 

With help from a volunteer , he 
writes abou t 70 thank you let 
t ers each week. 

Finally he man ages the prop
er ty a n d budgets of the eight 
ch apels located on the base. 

He h as been working about 
six and a h alf days a week, said 
Coram, but he's not complain
ing, because he knows the sol
diers and chaplains deployed in 
the war are working much 
more. 

They h ave been deployed six 
weeks and may stay until the 
end of the year although "we re
ally have no idea how long it's 
going to be." 

Coram may be affected by 
the war in another way. His re
tirement, which was slated for 
Dec. 31, may be delayed by the 
Army. Coram, 49, has served al
most 28 years in active service 
and three years in the Army 
National Reserve while in semi
nary. 

He plans to retire near Ft. 
Campbell. with his wife. Renee. 

and star t a congre
gation with help 
from local Baptist 
associations and 
conven tions. Renee 
Coram also is a 
graduate of NOBTS. 

Ways to h elp 
Coram said Ten

nessee Baptists can 
help him by praying 
for the solrliers, 
families, and chap
lains. 

Baptists can buy 
Bibles for soldiers 
designed with cam
ouflage covers. The 
project is being di- CHAPLAIN CORAM looks at the burned 
rected by Chuck out light bulb which remmds him of his 
Adams , a former 
chaplain who served commitment to acts of kindness. 
with Coram. To provide them, 
people should contact the Inter
national Bible Society at 
ww A1 .ibs di.rect.com. The IBS 
will send the Bibles directly to 
Iraq at very reasonable costs, 
said Coram. 

A cbaplain·s ministry '"is a 
n on-traditional ministry" be
cause many soldiers have Jn:Ob
lems, Coram said. But they 
need ministry, he added 

'"\Ve want to see a need and 
meet a need," he . aid . .-1 
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I'BC aclcls consultants 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD -. Kathy 
Trundle of Knoxville has been 
named Vacation Bible School 
consultant for ....-~--:-::::-----, 
the Tennessee 
Baptist Con
vention staff 
and Theresa 
Thomas has 
been named 
church week
day /preschool L____:>L:::..,.___..._____. 

consultant. 
Both are part- . 
time contract workers and 
both will work with the TBC 
Christian Growth Develop:
ment Group which is led by 
Tim Holcomb. 

Trundle has been working 
with the TBC since last year. 
She is a member of Wall ace 
Memorial Baptist Church , 
Knoxville and VBS director of 

·Knox Co~ty Baptist Associa~ , 
tion, a:. p"ositioR she has he~d 
for 10 years. Trundle also 1s · 

Proud of 'students 
Recently I had the opportuni

ty to see some Tennessee coll~ge 
students· experience a spnng 
break with substance. They did
not spend the week basking on 
the suriny beaches of Florida or 
skiing the powder snow of the 
Colorado Rockies. 

The students spent their en
tire week investing into the city 
of New Orleans by tutoring chil
dren after school and doing con
struction at a Methodist Chil
dren's Home during the day.':fhe 
homeless and travelers in the 
French Quarter were even min
istered to through hygiene packs 
and sandwiches! I was encour
aged to know that college stu
dents were willing to give up 
their Spring Break to join God at 
work in the city of New Orleans. 

On behalf of MissionLab New 
Orleans, a ministry of New Or
leans Baptist Theological Semi
nary, l would like to thank the 
Baptist Collegiate Ministries of 
Walter State Community Col
lege and Lincoln Memorial Uni
versity, under the direction of 
Damon Billings. 

Southern Baptists of Ten
nessee should be proud of these 
students and their leader. It was 
a pleasure having them on our 
seminary campus and an honor 
to work alongside them for the 
glory of GDd. 

Byron Townsend 
New Orleans, LA 70126 

Van/bus safety 
I recently followed a church 

mini bus here in Greeheville fqr 
approximately eight-10 miles 
and up to 55 mph in speed. 

During this time the bus trav
eled in the left some and the 
riaht lane some. The bus exited b 

a t an apartment complex where 
it picked up passengers. During 
this time the bus traveled with 
the entry door for passengers 

director of a children's Sunday 
School department for her 
church. 

She and her husband, Don, 
have two grown children. 

THOMAS 

Theresa 
Thomas be
gan serving 
on the TBO · 
staff Feb. 1. 
She will con
sult with 
churches on 
.preschool p:ro,.. · ·_ 
grams and 
weekday early 

education programs for children. 
. Formerly she was ·~:_preschoql . 
conswtant for the Baptist State _ 
Convention of North Carolina. 
At her Ghurch, First Baptist 
Church, Goodlettsville, Thomas 

. is preschool division;djrecter for,.~ 
Sunday School and director of a 
younger children's choir..: . . · 

Her husband, . Davtd, is 
minister-of music ~~a w:orship ;, 
at th.e cll:urch. The~homases . 
have t~o grown children. 0 

open. There was nothi~g across 
the doorway to block thmgs from 
flying in or out. In the back of. 
the bus was an adult male ~nd 
two little girls. During the time I 
was following I witnessed the lit
tle girls bouncing from sea~ to
seat and sometimes standmg 
and looking out the window. 

When I approached the male 
that was rid.ing in the back I told 
him that it is agairist the law to 
travel on the highway or road 
with that entry door open. I also 
asked why the children were not 
seat belted? 

The man replied that he had 
things under control. Now let's · 
just suppose that the driver had 
to get hard on the brakes and 
swerve to the left to miss anoth
er vehicle, the children become 
airborne, when they hit the 
front, the bus is swerving .to the 
left. Where do you think the chil
dren will end up? But yet this 
man in the back has things un
der control! 

Not only that, but he got an
gry with me when I asked him 
about this. When I told the man 
that I have 30 years of commer
cial driving experience, includ
ing coach/bus, he told me that 
the driver is also an experienced 
driver. 'Fell me something, does 
this sound like an experienced 
driver to you? 

I called the pastor of the 
church to report this. He did lis
ten to me, and said he would do 
something about it. 

Why am I writing this letter? 
· Because of the inexperienced 
drivers that are operating 
church vehicles, not only buses, 
but vans, incorrectly loaded, or 
just not familiar with the han
dling of a vehicle loaded with 
people. 

I was once told by a church 
member that because their per
sonal vehicle was a van, they 
then considered themselves to 
have experience. 

Tennessee n WS 

Packing boxes for Iraq . 
· re one of the first boxes of food from Tennessee for Iraq are, from left, Ttm Beat 

Helpmg to prepa d Ll d Blackwell of the Tennessee Baptist Convention staff. Tennessee Bat 
James Porch, an oy . . b · k d up at reg/ 

- · · f in the 1MB's Gift of Love Project by packmg food boxes to e pte e . . 
:~~ P:Z'~~:t;~; across the state. For more information about the project, see the Apr~/ 9 ~ssue o 
Ba;ist and Reflector or call Blackwell at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 7927. - Photo by Marcta nox 

d " I , ~ s.o··_. the e ator et • . ers s 

_ Now that it is getting warm 
many churches will be taking 
trips. I hate to .think ~~at some
one may be killed or mJure~ be
cause of an inexperienced driver. 

Dale Hutchens 
Chuckey 37641 

• More t1ps 
I have to confess to being 

amused by-the article on email 
scams in the April 2 i~sue. 

Haywood Hills Baptist 
Church in Nashville was con
tacted last year with much the 
same. But we were to contact 
the family barrister James 
Williams (aka William James). I 
assumed this to be some sort of 
prank or scam, but started the 
procedure anyway to see how far 
it would go. 

Being somewhat paranoid, 
and somewhat computer liter
ate I followed this with a few 
qui,ck checks. When I fed in 
some of the names into search 
engines,. I was quickly rewarded 
with all sorts of data. 

Two especially in this case 
were noteworthy. 

(1) www.potifos.com/fraud/ 
The Nigerian Fraud Email 

Gallery has a list ·of known alias
es and aiternate wordings in this 
scam. And I quickly found the 
barrister in the )ist. . 

(2) wwwl.ifccfbi.gov/index.asp 
IFCC- Internet Fraud Com

plaint Center - had much to 
say about this and other scams 
including solicitations following 
9/11. This site is a partnership of 
the FBI and the National White 
Collar Crime Center. 

Unfortunately because of our 
benevolent nature, churches are 
obvious candidates for scam 
artists. And with our growing. 
Internet presence, we are easy to 
find . But there are guards 
against throwing away the 
Lord's money. 

Garey Southern 
Nashville 37211 

S&em. &Le . ,.,U..aer . ter .+~cfing }terns of imm 
11 1n ~ I II · interest I cl}.ll thro;w the 1 . ·' I read your column in the_ co_py awa~. ··I subs~r~be to 1 

March 12 issue, "If computers . p~~fes~~onal !llagazmes a1 
eliminate paper, why is my desk eitr-a-f~-.a-copy on CD at t 
a mess?" with great interest. I , ofthe y~ so that I can< 
myself, am a messy desk person, the paper version. 
nay, a messy office person - . . _{A) p~~~g a _scanner a 
OK I'm a slob! - hfir,ner.:mEarchival. My go 

Nevert~~less, I realize th_e sit- ~ """get all1ietes and handout 
uation would be even more mtol- various classes oveF the 
erable if I weren't doing so much sca:~ed and saved to pdf 
on the computer nowadays. I no- CD will hold about one til 
ticed that when you send or re- net full of material, and 1 

ceivepress .itemsthatyouprinta content can be indexe 
copy. Surely you don't file/s~ore cross-linked. . 
the paper copy. Tsk, tsk! Even with all th1s I 

I have found that I don't orga- suspect that my offices, 
nize paper very well. After all, I and work, are much mor 
can just look at it and tell what tered than yours. 
it is. However, I tend to organize Now, I'm wondering 

· the things I can't se~ (like com- you will be able to res 
puter files and email) just be- tempation to print this ell} 
cause I can't see them. Charles 

As a result I am making an ef- Oak Ridg 
fort to do more on the computer 
and less on paper. Some of the . 
efforts to stem the clutter are: 

(1) A print nothing philoso
phy. When something does ~et 
printed so that I can work With 
it I consider the computer file to ' be the record copy and eventual-
ly throw the printed copy away. 
This has been especially helpful 
in stemming the tide of paper for 
church financial records as all 
printed output is to a text file. 
Several years of "printed" re
ports can be kept on a CD. Even 
my own tax forms are kept on 
the computer - · the only printed 
copy was mailed in. 

(2) Increasing use of a d.igital 
camera. 'OK, it will never replace 
the Nikon, but the photos can be 
organized and copies burned to a 
CD. There is no need to print 
anything until you actually plan 
to make use of a print. 

(3 ) Saving periodicals and 
books electronically. If organiza
tional newsletters are available 
electronically, I download and 
save electronic copies. Then, af-

Influenced live~ 
I just learned that Lovi 

who served as BSU dire 
Middle Tennessee State 1 
sity from 1957-63, d.ied Ia 
in her hometown of AurorE • 

Lovina meant a great 
MTSU·, our state BSU pr 
and First Baptist Cl 
Murfreesboro. During bE 
here she led us to buy 01 

home for the BSU, a houl 
the campus. 

She was a member 
choir and held many oth• 
tions at First Baptist Cbu 

After being here, she 
as a social worker in Aur 
fore going to Phoenix to ' 
her church headed by ont 
"preacher boys" from _som• 
first service at a Bapttst co 
Missouri. 

Lavina was a person ' 
influence on the lives 0 

young people. 
Stev 

M urfreesbort 
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the es e 

lee ions 

Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

ring has arrived! 
ike all the seasons, but I 

enjoy fal1 and spring. 
has so much to offer. 

. at feast this past year, a 
winter, it's nice to go 

He without bundling up. I 
even mind the allergies 

' 

ast for awhile) that spring 
ts. 

fact , I was so excited 
,.. being able to work out-
... nally that I broke one of 

rdinal rules. For years I 
avoided cutting grass in 
h. I just hated the 
ht of cutting grass from 

through Noveml>er. But 
ear I did. You really 

have a choice when the 
• s get as high as mine 

ere are so many reasons 
r brate this time of year. 
t:' me, it means baseball 
n . Well, being a Cubs fan, 
r need to eliminate that 

:-ing provides more oppor
e s to play golf. On second 
r ht, I played last week. 

ter mark that reason 
y golf game definitely is 

not a cause for celebration . 
Maybe I better skip the oth

er reasons and go to the most 
important. Spring is the time 
we celebrate the death , buria l, 
and r esurrection of J esu s 
Christ. 

If there were no other rea
.son to celebrate spring, this 
would be enough. Christmas 
and Easter are the two most 
important dates on a Christ
ian's calendar. It i s als o for 
non-Christians. They just don't 
realize it. 

While Christmas possibly is 
the most celebrated, Easter 
probably shquld be. 

Yes, the birth of Je su s 
Christ is cause to celebrate. 
But, as Christians, we know 
His birth would have been for 
naught had He not been cruci
fied on the cross, buried in a 
tomb, an.d resurrected three 
days later. 

His death, burial, and res
urrection proved without a 
shadow of a doupt that Jesus 
was who He said He was -

.the only Son of God. 
Jesus' death and resurrec

tion is the message otir world 
needs to hear. Too many peo
ple in our world today simply 
do not know or care that "for 
God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten s'on, 
that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life" (John 
3:16). 

P.B. Preachers Hlds 

EASTER COMES AROUND 
ONLY ONCE A YEAR! 

That's the message South
ern Baptists need to s pread 
over and over again because 
we live in a society that does 
not follow Christ. · 

This year the Easter season 
also has provided an opportu
nity to think about the thief on 
the cross and forgiveness. 

Last week my 17 -year-old 
daughter, Joanna, had her 
f irst experience with being 
robbed. 

Someone broke into her car 
at work, stole more than 100 
CDs and damaged her car 
~hile trying to steal the CD 
player. While they did not get 
away with the player, they did 
get all her CDs, some of which 
she has had for several years. 
And while the damage to her 
car is covered by insuranc.e, 
her CDs are not. 

As a dad, my first re
sponse was to want to find 
out who did it and "punch 

• r1 I • • p n1 

eS • n rr1va 
by Oavld Ayers 

0 DOES THE A I I END LET' S TRY TO CARRY 
OF SOME OF THE MEMBERS ! EASTER AND A I I ENDANCE . 

OF OUR CHURCH . . . ) . THROUGH THE REST OF 
1-----, _ _, 'ti THE YEAR . . . AMEN? 

them out." 
And as usual, my wife J oyce 

showed much mor e Christian 
m aturity . Knowing that th e 
CDs were mostly Christian, she 
prayed that whoever s tole the 
tapes would play them, hear a 
Christian message, and be con
victed about what they had 
done. 

• 
It's our responsibility as 

·Christians to take the message 
of Jesus and the Cross to those 
who have not heard it- even 
thieves. 

Jesus forgave the thief on 
the cross of his sins. I know I 
need to forgive whoever broke 
into Joanna's car, bu·t I also 
am now praying that whoever 
took Joanna's CDs will some
day repent of his or her sins, 
ask for forgiveness from God, 
and come to know Christ as 
Savior. 

On Easter Sunday t h ere 
will probably be people in your 

. 

i 
);. 

J 

church you will not see again 
until Ch ristmas. Take advan
tage of it. 

Pastors , preach the Cross on 
Sunday. Laity, live the Cross 
daily. When non- Ch r istia ns 
see the message and the life 
contradict each other , they ig
nore it. 

I recently t a lked with a 
woman who doesn ' t go t o 
church because "Christians do 
not act like Christians ." You 
and I know that's a ''cop-out," 
but the fact remains there ar e 
many people just like he r ~ut 
in the world. 

We need to be good exam
ples of what it means to live a 
Christian life . East er Sunday 
would be a good time to start if 
you haven't already. 

The best way to celebrate 
Easter is to live a lifestyle that 
brings honor and glory to J e
sus Christ 24 hours a day, 
every day of the year. 0 

1ther's recollection of hymn helped him during war 

By James Porch 

;e in 1917 the local draft 
selected my, yet to be fa

as one of the young men 
town to go to Europe to 

....,,,- the great World War. 
a spirit of unquestioned 
;>atriotism, Dad, on the 
inted day locked up his 

• ,~,.,.·--, ksmith Shop and later 
'light boarded a train en 

to Camp Shelby, Miss. , 
"0 gin basic training. In a 

~ 'eeks, as an artilleryman 
~ : 139th Field Artillery of 
.tnerican Expeditionary 

vll::.J • he shipped out of New 
Harbor on a troop carrier 

•. , ..... _l for Liverpool, England 
>oints beyond. The At-

.... ~ -- Voyage brought him into 
' way. as the old ship at
ed to dodge the German 
arine lanes. and limped 
through stonny seas. 
is young soldier, a non
tian at the time. could 

_,_.,.er read nor write, and 
to two months earlier 

ever ventured outside his 
--·---~ county in Mississippi. He 

narrated this story to me many 
years later through a most . . 
uruque expenence. 

My mother's aspirations for 
me included becoming a pi
anist. Many Tue&day and 
Thursday afternoon piano 
lessons with Mrs. A. J. Glaze 
proved to be occasions of resis
tance and rebellion even 
though through her patience I 
did learn to play the old 
hymns. Mrs. Glaze finally sur
rendered her hope for m.e to 
master the classics and substi
tuted The Broadman Hymnal 
as my assignments . 

One afternoon during my 
"practice" time I began picking 
out the notes to one of my fa
vorite gospel hymns, number 
110, "Tell It To Jesus ." Un
aware that Dad could hear the 

England and France and 
brought me back home during 
World War II." 

As his story unfolded, he 
told me of his intense fear of 
dying from a German torpedo 
bullet, his anxiety over being 
taken prisoner and the wonder 
"Will I ever come home." Then, 
somewhere, sometime on the 
way to war he remembered the 
melodic voice of his mother 
singing, "Are You Weary, Are 
You Heavyhearted, Tell It To 
Jesus." And, that was all he 
could remember of the hymn, 
but the message proved suffi
cient. 

So, I pose a question to our 
valiant service personnel, wait
ing families , and really all of 
us. "What will be sufficient to 
sustain each of us during and 

throughout the current war?" 
Initially, with some dictates, 

we recognize that all of us will 
be touched by the conflict over 
against our tendency to assign 
the war to the military. Re
cently, in a dialogue time with 
a group of college students, I 
discovered their prevailing 
concern focused on the query, 
"What will my world be Jj.ke af
ter the cessation of conflict?" 

Also, the i s sue of blatant 
honesty about a wide gamut of 
personal emotions mus t be 
confessed over against a load 
of guilt about how a person is 
supposed to feel. We live in 
threatening times. Courage 
cannot grow in the mids t of 
self-deception. Fear, suspicion, 
anger, all prevail and invade 
our day-to-day activity_ And 

only God knows what inconve
niences or interruption s we 
may yet encounter. 

Finally, a declara tion of de
pende nce upon t h e li vin g 
Christ offers ultimate and suf
ficient hope over against even 
the mili t a r y prowess of t h e 
greatest nation on earth. 

We harbor subtle expecta
tions for a short war. God for
bid that it be a prelude to fu
ture multiple chapters of brief 
conflicts as we live through 
this age of terrorist pestilence. 
However th e pain and hurt 
may grow or peace among na
tions may mult iply, our God as 
reve a led in the r esurrected 
and victor ious Christ keeps 
coven a n t wi t h u s to see us 
through and such will be suffi
cien t. J 

plinking of the old pi
ano, I continued to play 
the same tune over and 
over. He came into the 
room , and I st.opped 
playing. He stood there 
and asked. "Are those 
the notes to 'Are You 
Weary_, Are You Heavy
hearted, Tell It To Je
sus? ' " "Yes sir , " I 
replied. He continued . 

Church of the Covered Dish BvlhomTapp 

with a break in h1s 
voice. -Thos e words kept 
me going all the way to 

()H. SO 
IT ISN'T 

FOR"/00 t 

BUT J Ck .•• 
\10 U ANtt<XJNC.£ 

lWATTJ.IE. 
ME.ETtKG 

WAS FoR 
~S.N~-1 

ME/'ft8ER! 

BUT PASToR .•• 
l/Ou'~E M~AAlED ! 

I~OER \FOUR 
DENa "'ll NI1T"lON 
HAS A~\' StUD\' 

COURSES ON 
HO'IJ 1b 6.1V £ 

AN NO<.Jf'll C £ m £NT S '? 
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Hemphill retires 
at Southwestern 
Baptist Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas -
Kenneth S. Hemphill an
nounced his retirement as presi
dent of Southwestern Baptist 
Theologica l 
Seminary April 
8 to take a new 
position as na
tional s t rate
gist for the 
Southern Bap
tist Conven
tion's "Empow
ering Kingdom 
Growth" move
ment. 

HEMPHILL 

Hemphill's new work, after 
nine years as president of 
Southwestern, will be a joint 
venture with the SBC Executive 
Committee and Life Way Christ
ian Resources in Nashville, to 

Church Bell 
Interiors 

Serving Churches Since 1982 
Specializing in: 

• New Pews • Refinished Pews 
• Reupholstered Pews 
• Commercial Carpet 

• Steeples • Baptistries 
• Stained Glass e Pew Chairs 

eSound 
Call for free estimate! 

(800) 844-1911 
www.pews.net 

begin this summer. 
He announced his retirement 

to the seminary family during 
chapel in the middle of the 
board of trustees" semiannual 
meeting here. 

Hemphill , 54, said he is leav
ing with sadness, excitement 
and the "same sense of cal~ and 
assurance" that led him to 
Texas "to lead Southwestern 
during challenging but exciting 
days of transit ion." · 

Hemphill said the passion to 
lead EKG developed over sever
al years as he and his wife 
prayed that God would ('show us 
how our gifts and calling can 
best serve to exalt His name, 
advance His Kingdom, and ac
complish His will." That three
fold theme follows closely with a 
book Hemphill wrote during the 
same time titled The Prayer of 
Jesus. 

"I am privileged and hum
bled to be invited to give nation
al leadership to Empowering 

New Lower Rates For 
Life Insurance.! 

Low,-low non-smoke( monthly cost (male) , 
Age · $150,000 · $300,000 
25 $11.03 $15.49 
35 $11.16 $15.75 
45. $20.87 $35.18 
55 $43.71 $80.85 

Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN) 
Toll Free 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.) 
Level death benefit term that does not in
crease for the first 15 years. Written by an 
A-plus Life insurance company. Preferred 
male rates illustrated above. Please call 
for other ages and female rates. 

Spring Revival 
with 

Dr. Charles -"Chuck" Kelley 
President of New Orleans Baptist 

theological Seminary 

Dr. Charles Kelley 

April 25-27, 7:00p.m. 
First Baptist Church 
211 N. Main Street 

Greeneville, Tennessee 
Dr. David Green, Pastor 

Help Sherlock 
find what he's look.ing 

for-
new 

subscribers 

Send the Baptist and. Reflector to a friend!!! 
. . 

Introduce others to the Baptist and Reflector today. For just 

$11, you can send a year's subscription to a friend. Or, if you 

are reading someone else's copy, subscribe for yourself and 

get it delivered to your home each week. For gift subscriptions, 

we will send a card announcing your gift. Complete the form 

below and mail it along with $11 to: Baptist and Reflector, P.O. 

Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

__ Enclosed is .$1 1. Send subscription to: 

Name 

Address ____________________________________ _ 

Gift from (if applicable) 

Address __________________________________ ~---
• 

Kingdom Growth. I believe that 
this emphasis is from God and 
could radi{}ally change our de
nomination and our world." 0 

Parents comforted 
in knowing soldier 
son accepted Christ 
Baptist Press 

• 
COMFORT, Texas- The 

parents of a dead American sol
dier are taking comfort knowing 
their son accepted Christ and 
was baptized days before he was 
killed. 

Army Spc. James Kiehl, 22, 
was one of the soldiers found 
dead during the rescue of Army 
Pfc. Jessica Lynch. He had been 
listed as missing in action since 
their convoy, part of the 507th 
Maintenance Company based in 
Fort Bliss , T exas, was a m 
bushed. 

MINISTRIES - STUDENTS . 
Director of youth: bivocational, 
experience preferred. Send re
sume to Mt. Hermon Baptist 
Ch.urch, 2433 Mt. Herman Rd., 
Murfreesboro, TN 37127; phone 
(615) 893-4885. ............. • • • • 
Bethel Baptist Church in Green
field , Tenn ., approximately 35 
miles north of Jackson, is seek- · 
ing a youth minister .. The posi- . 
tion is currently part-time, but 
with the possibility of full -time 
with the right candidate. Please 
send resume to· Steven Kyle , 
Bethel Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
135, Greenfield , TN 38230 or 
email to sjaekyl~@charte~.net. .............. • • • • 
Part-time youth minister. Please 
send resume to PGBC, 7634 . ' 

Ga~n Rd., Hixson, TN 37343 or 
email pgbc37343@bellsouth. net. 

For days his parents here 
had hoped their son would come 
home alive. Upon word of his 
death, they were reassured 
knowing he bad been saved be
fore going off to battle. Kiehl's 
baptism was videotaped by a 
television crew and broadcast on 
a Texas TV station . 

"It has been a tremendous 
help to them - that James had 
made a decision for Christ and 
followed Him with baptism ," 

' said Jim Holt, pastor of Comfort 
Baptist Church, where the 
Kiehls attend. 

The news has lifted the spir
its of the entire church, Holt 
said. While preaching March 30, 
the pastor alluded to the stories 
of soldiers who were accepting 

MINISTRIES - MU 
Baptist church in Franklin se.ek
ing part-time minister qf music to 
coordinate music ministries for 
all age groups, direct choir, and 
lead worship in all services. 
Bachelor's degree and minimum 
three years experience required. 
Send resume and cover l~tter to 
Music Search Committee, 
GHBC , 2316 Hillsboro Rd . , 
Franklin, TN 37069 or email lis-
agspencer@msn.com. · . ............ . • • • • 
First Baptist Church of Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, is seeking a full
time minister of music. Send re
sume to the church at 1605 Old 
Pecos Trail, ~Santa Fe, NM 
87505 or ·call (505) 983-9141 . 
Deadline is June 30, 2003. 

MINISTRIES - CHILDREN 
Severns Valley Baptist Chut'ich, 
Elizabethtown, Ky., is seeking a 
full-time minister to children . 
Please send resume to Belinda 
Berry, P.O. Box 130, Elizabeth
town, KY 42702 or call (270) 
765-7822 for more information. 

Life Way has the solution-a 15-passenger 
mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards. 

\ 

~$1Yay. 
Carpenter Bus Sales, Ine. 
Nation'> 11 Church Bw INa/., 

Christ "and how thrilling it 
that men and women out 
ing their country were also 
ing decisions about ser 
Christ." 

At the time, Holt did 
know that James Kiehl
was then listed as missi 
action - was one of thos 
diers . 0 

www 
Beachside Vacation Condos, All 

Spring special : 
2 Night weekend. $130.00 

4 Weeknights, $190.00 Efficfency 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Gt>od thtu 51 

4 

(205) 554-152.4 

--
t 

MINISTRIES - PASTO 
South Roebllck Baptist C 
(SRBC) located in eastern 
Jft~t\amt -Ala., is currently se 
a astd'r to minister to our .. 
ing · ~ngregation and tor 
members of an increasing! 
verse neighborhood. Curr 
SRBC has a total members 
approximately 450 with an 
age Sunday School attend 
of approximately 225. Sine 
caption in 1955, SRBC 
placed a strong emphasis o 
eign missions. It is the desi 
t!'le members of SRBC to t 
and rrunister to the local n 

....... .... - -
borhood.as well as attract - -bers from a<;Jjacent outlying 

. muBhies.C-urrently, SRBC 
o~.' traci!fional worship se1 
o~-:suricfaymornings. The P.' 
will lead a sta.ff of two full 
.(rnin.ister to _youth and chi 

. . ~~·~.h:chtt~l!~administrator) 
one part--ffrne minister (mi 
of muslc) .Jf~ you feel God's 
ing to. lead SRBC, we woulc 
to hear from you. Pleases 
a current resume and a 
statement of your intere 
SRBC to Mr . Leonard B 
Chairman, Pastor Search ~ 
mittee, South Roebuck Ba 
Church, 501 Mountain Dr., I 
ingham, AL 35206 . .... .... .... .... • • • • 
Urban Nashville church in t 
tion is seeking pastoral c 
dates. Please submit resu 
Edgefield Baptist Church, 
Pastor Search Committee . 
Russell St., Nashville, TN 3 

MINISTRIES - OTHE 
Houseparents. Married cou 
work with adult ladies in a 
opmentally disabled reside 
Orange Park, Fla. Full-time 
tion with benefits. Mail resUI 
Baptist Home for Children, 
Bartram Rd., Jacksonvilll 
32207 or fax to (904) 721-31 

toge 

• 
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minister-'s corner 

.. Joseph Rosas Ill 

Peter 3: 15 urges us to "Always be prepared to 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give 

reason for the hope that you have." Why is it 
we find it so easy to talk about our favorite 

·ts team, but are so fearful when it comes to 
'ing our faith? 
bviously sharing our faith is much more im

ICI''" than other things that we discuss so easi
Uld the consequence of this conversation is im
surably more important. 

number of our church family have been 
·in FAITH, others in EE or CWT. There 

other training resources available 
, -have been used by various Christians to 
'lgthen their ability and confidence in sharing 
-faith. 
9t even those trained are sometimes reticent 
1are the gospel. The average Christian who 
not had the opportunity to go through such a 
ess may well be overwhelmed at the prospect 

their faith. 
't sharing Jesus be at least as easy as 

about our families, the weather, and our 
sports team? 

don't take courses in how to show pictures 
13ndchildren or how to appropriately cheer on 
favorite team (though some fans could use 

training!). We share naturally and sponta
!SlY that which is most important in our life. 
11 Eassum asks the question, "What is it 
t your experience of Jesus that your commu
can't live without?" Each would answer in a 
Lent way, but all would focus on God's love, 
!'!,and forgiveness at work in our lives. 
ke Great Commission is a passage that is fre
,tly used as a challenge for involvement in . 
I missions. But in fact our mission field is at 
'""'r•...,t door. 0- Rosas is pastor of Crievewood 
St Church, Nashville . ... 
k 
~f * * * * * * * * * * 

rm Reece 

lUle Jesus' miracles were His messianic ere
, [ als, they did not always generate faith. His 
oritative teaching and miraculous works did 
rain Him acceptance even in His home town 
k 6:1-13). 
tink of that. They were expecting God to send 

- ~"'"'"'"'QJ"'• one who would tell them of all proph
>ne who would teach heavenly things, do mir-

that only God could do. And when He did 
-they rejected Him! Hated Him! And croci

he very essence of love for them. 
m are probably a believer as you read this, 
though 2,000 years have gone by since our 
arose from the grave to live victoriously 

ermore with His saints that have gone on to 
tth Him, also. Why did they reject Him then? 
do people reject Him now? 
e was to them a local man, son of Joseph, only 
some miracle capabilities. Yet, some believed 
those who believed told every one about Je
Their conversation was about what Christ 
lone in their lives. 
:t us also tell others as we joy in our faith. In
>eople to come to church to share. even as the 
Christians did, our wonderful Lord and Sav
.J - Reece is pastor of First Baptist Church, 
1tain City. 

The resurrection and t e life 
By Ernest Stande~er 

Focal Passage: John 11:1-4, 21-27, 
38-40, 43-44 

An Easter doesn't pass without I 
remember a special Easter experi
ence several years ago. We still lived 
in Illinois, but the experience has a 
Tennessee connection. In the church 
we served, a mother and her two 
children attended regularly, but her 
husband seldom came. He was re
spected in the community, a busy 
man, but my conversations with him 
left me with the impression that he 
was not very interested in spiritual 
matters. That all changed in a .week 
before Easter Sunday. He was. wait
ing for me early one morning. He had 
returned from a trip to Nashville, 
and circumstances from that trip left 
him with a sense of urgency about 
seeing me. That morning in my study 
he asked God for forgiveness and for 
Christ to come into his life. The fol
lowing Easter Sunday he shared that 
good news with the church. It was a 
happy, memorable occasion. He be
came very active in church life and 
was instrumental in beginning a 
ministry to campers who came regu
larly to a nearby lake and recreation 
area .. We had moved to Nashville 
when I was called about his sudden 
death at the age of 48, and I went 
back for his funeral. 

Key words from Jesus suggested 
for this study was the text for my fu
neral message. «I am the resurrec
tion and the life. He who believes in 
me will live, even though ~e dies; 

and whoever lives and believes in me 
· will never die. Do you believe this" 

(vv. 25-26)? That new life, experi
enced by my friend during Easter 
week years ago, is available to all 
persons who will acknowledge their 
need of God and commit themselves 
to Christ. 

When Jesus made His claim, I am 
the resurrection and the life, H e 
probed Martha's acceptance of that 
truth. Do you believe this? Jesus' 
claim and question are r elevant to 
us. Do we believe Him? Really? 

When Lazarus became gravely ill, 
his sisters expected him to recover or 
that Jesus would miraculously re
store his health. His death seemed to 
take them by surprise. Their experi
ence is not uncommon. We under
stand the reality of death, but sel
dom are comfortable with it. In this 
experience, Jesus saw an opportuni
ty to glorify the Father. It is not as 
important that we seek to be com
fortable life's hard experiences, as it 
is that we seek to glorify God. When 
confronted by tragedy, even death, 
remember that Jesus is the Master 
pf every situation. 

Jesus explained that death had 
no power over the life he gives. Leon 
Morris notes that Jesus does not say 
that He brings about resurrection 
and gives life: He says that He is 
both resurrection and life, so closely 
are they linked to Him. 

Jesus promised Martha, "Your 
brother will rise again." Martha an
swered, "I know he will rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day" (vv. 

Focus on the risen Savior 
By Joe Brooks 

Focal Passage: Luke 24:1-53 
Was Jesus truly dead? Faith was 

as dead as the nails that pierced the 
itinerant preacher's body. The 
Nazarene's bloody, beaten, and 
bruised body battled death for six 
hours on a rugged cross. The cruci
fixion hours delivered painful blow 
after painful blow. Evil forces deliv
ered an eternity's worth of pain. 
Death devoured Jesus and left His 
disciples as empty as a pit. 

The words "it is flnished" (John 
19:30), brought welcome relief for 
the government. A solid stone wall 
forever sealed the new home of the 
"resurrection and the life." The disci
ples grieved as hard as the stone out
side His tomb. Jesus, their friend, 
was dead. 

Sunlight showered hope on the 
tomb. The earth was silent as angels 
sang the sweetest words in eternity. 
"He is not here. He has risen just as 
He said" (Matthew 28:6). 

Death's grip was broken and Je
sus was alive. The grave was a mere 
rest stop. His home was at the Fa
ther's right hand. God did more be
fore sunrise on that first Easter Sun
day than most people do all day. M
ter Easter's resurrection, Jesus per
formed even more remarkable mira
cles in His disciple's hearts. 

The Good News Announced 
(vv. 1-12): Before He died, He 
blessed people with His presence. On 
Easter, we are blessed with His ab
sence. If the walls of the to-mb could 
talk, oh, what a s tory they would 
tell. Many people assisted in telling 
the original resurrection story. There 

were the two Mazy's (Matthew 28:1-
2), the angels (v. 5), the disciples, 
and many others. Yet, no witness 
was more important than the Qne 
with the nail pierced hands and the 
thorn crowned brow. He was an es
capee from the prison of death; life 
began again. 

The rock was rolled aside. In the 
death's hotel , the "Vacancy" sign 
flashes conspicuously outside Jesus' 
empty room. He was carried in wear
ing a shroud. He left wearing His 
resurrected body. He was no longer 
there; death was as dead as a door 
nail. Jesus was alive. 

The Resurrection Evidence 
(vv. 13-43): The two Emmaus Road 

disciples exhibited 
classic signs of de
pression. They 
were "downcast" (v. 
17), remorseful (v. 
14), faulty belief 
systems (v. 19), 
and were dull 
hearted (v. 25). De-

BROOKS pression's icy fln-
gers held these dis

ciples as firmly as a tomb. Oh, what 
a painful web we weave, when we 
cannot or v.ill not believe. 

Jesus presented the antidote for 
these problems. He provided friendly 
counsel (v. 17), honest confrontation 
{v. 25), and Scriptural understand
ing (v. 27). The Lord provided a guid
ed Bible survey of the Old Testament 
plan of salvation. Wouldn't it be 
wonderful if Jesus led your Bible 
study on Easter? 

Tired. depressed disciples need 
many things. One thing we need is a 
Scriptural rehea.rsaJ of God's plan for 

Sunday School Lesson 
Fan»ily Bible S<:ri~s 

Apri/20 
23-24). We will experience the full
ness of God's resurrection power at 
the time of God's choosing, but J e
sus' new life has a present signifi
cance too. Finally, Martha affirmed 
her faith. "I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who was to 
come into the world" (v. 27). 

With deep feeling for the family 
Jesus prayed and 
then displayed his 
power over death 
by calling Lazarus 
from the tomb (vv. 
38-42). Warren 
Wiersbe writes that 
a quaint Puritan 
writer said that if 
Jesus had not 
named Lazarus STANDERFER 
when He shouted, 
He would have emptied the whole 

. cemetery! 
John records that many who had 

seen what Jesus did, put their faith 
in him (v. 45). 

Believing Jesus is the resurrec
tion and the life and experiencing 
His gift of life brings courage in the 
face of death, gives us confidence for 
living through whatever we are fac
ing, brings us solid hope for the fu
ture, and makes this Easter Sunday 
a joyous one! - Standerfer is interim 
pastor of Edgefield Baptist Church, 
Nashville. 

Sunday S'hool Le:i:ion 
!Explo/e the ;S}b/e 

Ap£i1 ~0 

redemption. Christ showed His pres
ence through the law and the 
prophets; two of the three major Old 
Testament divisions. One sure anti
dote for depression is a living en
counter with the Word through the 
Old Testament. For the Emmaus' be
lievers, it kind)ed within them a 
burning h eart. 

Resurrection Climaxed (vv. 
50-53): Jesus remained near the dis
ciples nearly 40 days after the resur
rection. His appearances co.nflrmed 
He was the Son of God (Romans 1:4). 
God had given Him a "name above 
every name (Philippians 2:5-11). The 
disciples experienced the wonders of 
their resurrected Lord. They saw 
Him, heard Him, and touched Him (I 
John 1:1·2). No man was ever like 
J esus. No man cou ld remain un
changed after meeting the resurrect
ed Christ. 

When the disciples spoke of their 
Lord, t hey preached '"first of all" (I 
Corinthians 15:1-3), of the resurrec
tion. The resurrection is the epicen
ter of the Christian faith. Jesus was 
the center of their lives; the re.,ur
rection was the center of their faith. 

In April 1970, the Lord saved me 
at Southside Baptist Church, 
Lebanon. I prayed, '"Lord, ~ave me.~ 
while sitting on the front row, right 
side. That night, life began anew 

Happy Easter! J - Brooks is pas
tor of Big Spring Bapt1st Church, 
Cleveland. 

-
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e ers 
+ William J. "Bill" and 

Modena R. Kagay have been 
appointed by the North Amer
ican Mission Board as mission
aries. Th ey serve in Alpha
retta, Ga. , where Bill coordi
nates World Changers projects 
for NAMB. Bill Kagay consid

THE KAGAYS 

ers Chat
tanooga 
h i s 
home
town. He 
worked 
for the 
Tennes
see Val
ley Au
thority 
for 28 
years be-
fore he 

became a Mission Service 
Corps volunteer in 1999, work
ing with World Changers. 
Modena Kagay, a Tennessee 
native, will continue as· a 
Mission Service Corps volun
teer while serving as a mis
sionary in various roles. The 
Kagays have five adult chil
dren. 

+ Falling Water Baptist 
Church, Hixson, has called 
Mark Love as pastor, effec
tive Easter, April 20. He re
cently has served as seni<?r 
pastor of a church in 
Maryland. Love is a graduate 
of the University ·of Tennessee 
in Knoxville ; Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Ft. Worth, Texas, where he 
e·arned three master's degrees. 

+ Greg Lindsey is serving 
as pastor of Trenton Street 
Baptist Church, Harriman. He 
formerly was missions pastor 
of First Baptist Church , 
Winter Park, Fla. He also was 
pastor of a church in 
Birmingham, Ala. , for eight 
years. A native of New Market, 
Lindsey is a graduate of 
Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, and Samford 
University, Birmingham. 

+ Mt. Pleasant Baptist 
Church, Bradford, recently li
censed Samuel ·Santiago 
Bullington to the ministry. 
Bullington is a student at 
Union University, Jackson. He 
is from Puerto Rico, where he 
a nd hi s parents work with 
Tennesseans David and 
Marsh a Mitchell , Mi ssion 
Service Corps missionaries to 
the deaf there. Bullington also 
can interpret three languages, 
English , Spanish , and 
American Sign Language. To 
contact Bullington, call the 
church at (731) 742-3503. 

hurches 
+ Colonial View Baptist 

Church, Cookeville, will 
hold revival April 27-30. Jim 
Crowley of Houlba, Miss. , will 
speak. 

+ Hillcrest Baptist 

Church, Lebanon, will host 
The McKameys in concert 
April 25 at 7 p .m. Also t he 
church will hold revival May 3-
4. Jerry Spencer will speak. 
For more information, contact 
the church at (615) 444-5923 
or hillcrestbaptist.org. 

+ Hickory Hills Baptist 
Church, Mt. Juliet, will hold 
its annual Spring Fling April 
27. The morning woship ser
vice will featu r e recordi ng 
artists Evidence, a children's 
feature , and a message by Dan 
Milliken, pastor. A luncheon 
will be held outside and other 
activities will follow. For more 
information, call (615) 754-
2575. 

+ Harmony Baptist 
Church, Whiteville, will hold 
revival on the four Monday 
nights of May. Speakers in
clude Ronnie Davidson, Mark 
Conway, Jerry Spencer, and 
Bob Pittman. Leading the mu
sic will be Bennie Morrison. 
For more information, call 
(731) 772-4984. 

+ Harmony Baptist 
Church, Adams, will hold re
vival May 18-21. Barry Parker 
of Louisville will speak. 

+ Stones River Baptist 
Church, Smyrna, will pre-

. sent an Easter display depict
ing the empty cross and tomb 
of Jesus on April 18 , Good 
Friday, from 4-9 p.m. For more 
information, call the church at 
(615) 459-2933. 

+ Audubon Park Baptist 
Church, Memphis, will hold 
a study of Job entitled "The 
Sunnier Side of Doubt" April 
27-30. Fred M. Wood will lead 
it. For more information, call 
the church at (901) 324-5541. 

+ Prosperity Baptis.t 
Church, Auburntown, i s 
holding revival April 13-16. 
Charles "Toonie" Cash, evan
gelist, is speaking and Tommy 
Nokes is leading the music. 

+ King's Cross Church, 
Tullahoma, will host the 
Tennessee Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship General .Assembly 
April 25-26. Worship on Friday 
will feature Kyle Matthews , 
Christian artist and composer 
from Nashville. On Saturday 
seminars will be held, includ
ing one on church-state issues 
and the work of the Baptist 
Joint Gommitte~ , b-ased in 
Washington D.C. It will be led 
by Brent J. Walker, executive 
director of the committee. For 
more information on the as
sembly, contact the church at 
(931 ) 393-4570 or www.kings
crosschurch.org. 

+ Bluegrass Baptist 
.Church, Hendersonville, 
will show the "Jesus" video 
April 19 at Memorial Park in ' 
Hendersonville as an outreach 
to people who aren't 
Christians. Free food and mu
sic will be provided beginning 
at 6 p.m. For more informa
tion, call the church at (615) 
824-0001. 

,. 

• 

BREAKING GROUND recently for a multi-purpose building for Miston Baptist Church. 8ogot 
church membe~s. from left, Walter NaleJ Joe Wright, director of missions, Dyer Bap1isf:Assoc 
based in Dyersburg; James Williams; Stanley Blair; Carmon Dennison, pastor; Sll9rry Ba. 
Danny Baggett; Carol Blair; Suzie Ma-theny; Jody Nale; Albert Nale; and Maurice · Garrison 
church is constructing the multi-purpose building next to its current facility. 

Associations 
+ Gibson Baptist Asso-, 

ciation churches have re
sponde·~ to the war in Iraq 
byestablishing an Association 
Prayer Network. At least one 
church in the association has 
committed to ~<solemn assem
bly" every day during April, ac
cording to Mike Kemper, direc
tor of missions. Some churches 
are committing to the weekly 
prayer meetings and have 
asked their members to pray 
individually at a specific time 
each day, Kemper added. The 
association -is based 1n 
Trenton·. 

+ Ho.lston Baptist 

Association, based in 
Jo_hnson City, will hold its 
2003 Leadership Institute 
April 23 at the association 
building from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon. The theme is "Scenario 
Planning." Tom Billings of 
Union · Baptist Association, 
Houston, Texas, will speak. 
For more infonnation, contact 
the association at (423) 929-
1196. 

Events 

+ Participants from around 
the nation will explore , 
«Baptists on the Frontier" at 
the annual meeting of the · 
Baptist History and· 

LEADING ·THE March 16 dedication of the site of New Hope 
Hispanic Baptist Church, Cleveland, are, from left, Ed Elkins, 
deacon; Jaime Ortiz, pastor; and Chuy Avila of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention~ staff. The congregation is meeting in the an
nex building . of Stuart Park· Baptist Church, Cleveland About 55 
people gathered for the dedication. For the past two years, the 
Hispanic congregation has met in various locations in the 
Cleveland area. The congregation is grateful to Stuart Park 
Church for allowing it to use the building; and plans to grow now 
it has more room to meet, reported Ortiz. 

Heritage Society May : 
It will be held at 
University of Mary·H 
Baylor in Belton, Texas 
Baptist historians will 
ine many frontiers- e 
geographical, denomina 
intellectual, musical, an~ 
siological - and how 
late to the 21st "'"''-•"u• 
Charles Deweese, :::.u~.u:w 
utive director. The 
ship of Baptist .u.a1n~ 
also will meet on M 
Belton. For more i'r tfol"loil 

· call 1-809-966-2278. 

BREAKING GROUND 
new auditorium of 
View Baptist Cht:Jrch, 
vflle, April 6 is Geneva 
member, as AI Gaspard, 
watches. Gevea and 
Guy Farris, a retired 
served in the 
were the first two "".:~" 

the church. 

BREAKING GROUND for the new sanctuary of East Commerce Baptist Church, Lewisburg, ~ 
are members of its building committee. They are] from left, Randy Frye; Clyde Ferguson: 
McGehee; James Hickey, pastor; Jimmy Cheeves; Bruce Ramsey; Donnie Webb; Mary Fl 
Johnson; Ray Stocsti/1; Rick Roberts; Pat Steward; Steve McPherson; and Joe Moss. ihe ~ 
sanctuary will be remodeled to expand it and add a larger platform for speakers and a cho~• 
About 200 peo'!le attended the activities. Plans are for construction to be completed before Chit 


