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:Deadly tornados strike Tennessee once • agatn 
Starnes & Marcia Knox 

and Reflector 
stor~ that pounded the campus with 
"baseball size" hail. At least 130 automo
biles were damaged and the windows in 
about 50 dorm rooms were blown out by 
the hail. Several university commons 
areas also sustained heavy water dam
age and a number of trees were either 
uprooted or damaged. -

Union University students aid victims 
- Tennessee Baptist Dis

Relief units responded May 5 fol
a series of deadly tornados which 
across the state overnight killing 

14 people and injuring more 

By Todd Starnes 
. Baptist and Reflector 

I ·· 

declined the invitation, but Sayr es 
didn't take no for an answer. 

rnatd.os also left damage in 24 coun
t least two Tennessee Baptist 

hes reported damage. Hillcrest 
st Church in Jackson lost its 

and roof and Adams Chapel Bap
Dresden, reported damage 

ucation building. 

Dockery cancelled day classes and in
vited students to assist with the campus 
clean-up. Classes were expected to re
sume on May 6. 

JACKSON- A group of six Union 
University students didn't hesitate to 
lend a helping hand to a victim of the 
May 5 tornados that devastated wide
spread parts of the city and left at least 
14 people dead. 

She called five of her friends - Kath
leen Lokey, Brandon Nelms, Brad 
Spencer, Emily Boecking, and Amanda 
Johnston. They put on their work clothes, 
some sturdy gloves, and headed out to 

, Payne's home where they discovered the 
damage was worse than they expected. 

The university was one of few places 
in the city to maintain electricity. Stu
dents, however, were under orders not to 
drink water from city taps for 24 hours. 

ion University students, who un
nt a similar experience last No
' huddled in bathrooms and clos

the twisters missed the university 
u s and s lammed into downtown 
<>uth J ackson , leaving the area in 

The twisters hit Jackson around 11 
p.m. on May 4 as students were winding 
down their weekend activities. Steve 
Yzaguirre, a junior from Washington, 
said he and about 20 students were 
meeting in their dorm when the hail 
storm erupted. 

In the hours after the disaster, 
Union University President David S. 
Dockery encouraged students to help 
clean up the campus and pray for the 
victims of the twisters. 

Kristen Sayres, a 19-year-old fresh
man from Collierville, decided to take 
the president's suggestion one step fur
ther and help out a 1987 graduate of 
Union U niversity. "I decided to ~all a 
woman that I baby sit for ," Sayres said. 
"She is a widow and had some trees 
that fell down in her backyard. There 
wasn't anyone to help her out." 

Some "huge, old trees" had fallen, 
but with the help of Payne's father and 
his chain saw, they finished the work in 
about two hours, drawing her praise. 

"I thought it was just wonderful. It is 
unreal in today's society for college stu
dents to give their time for something 
like this," she observed. 

But for the U nion students it was an 
opportunity to give back to the commu
nity. ''People in the community came 
and helped all of us out when the torna
do hit oUr campus last year (in Novem
ber of 2002)," Lokey said. "This is a way 
to help others." 0 

iversity President David S. Dock
id no students were injured, but 

pus sustained moderate damage. 
give thanks to God that no one 

tlrt," Dockery said. 

"That hail was pretty crazy," Yza
guirre said .. "I've never seen anything 
like it. You always hear about hail that 
size, but to see it pounding the cars and 
windows was incredible." 

':Phe woman, Diane Payne, initially 

e have many broken windows and 
water damage, but the extent of 

amage _to the campus, thank good
is quite limited.'' 

Emergency sirens sounded through
out the county and that sent students 
scurrying for safety ~ithin their dorms. 
Hurt Complex Residential Director Pam 
Schock, said the Union students main-

tained their composure during t}?.e night
time ordea1. 

directed to take cover," she said. "Our 
students responded in a very calm man-

e damage was the result of a fierce 

"When the sirens go off, we activate 
on-campus sirens and the students -are 

• ner." 
-See Deadly, page 2 

C CP gifts 
bound in April 

Pool uses inovel; approach to share Christ 
• 

Baptist and Reflector 

RENTWOOD - After 
sub-par months of Coop-
·ve Program giving, Ten

Baptists' gifts thr~ugh 
I~IOOJ>er·atltve Program re
tld•~d in April. 

February and March, 
CP gifts totaled less 
$2.500,000 each month. 
in April increased to 

!94,557. 
teceipts. however. are still 
8,797 (5.32 percent) below 
same period last year and 
J69,385 (7.36 percent) be
needs after six months of 
current fiscal vear. 
We are gratef~l that Ten
see Baptists responded to 
budget sftortfall in April." 

I James Porch. TBC exec
re director-treasurer. 
'We trust Tennessee Bap
ts will continue to give 
lerously to missions and 
listry needs in our state 
I .1.round the world." -, 

By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

TRENTON - Sharing the 
gospel is nothing new for Randy 
Pool. 

After all, he bas served a s 
pastor of two Tennessee Baptist 
churches (Oak 
Grove in Milan 
and First Baptist 
in Clifton) . been 
an International 
Mission Board 

. . 
IDlSSlOnary, 
(along with his 
wife Cindy) for 11 
years in Central 
America. and cur
rently is a mis
sionary with the 
North American 
.Mission Board 
and the Ten-
nessee Baptist 
Convention. 

But he now has a .. novel" ap-
proach to sharing his faith. 

Pool has authored Th e 
Breach. the first of a trilogy of 
books which presents hfe drama 

on the mission field based on 
personal experience. 

c~y original purpose in writ
ing the book was to share the 
mission field experience in a 
way people would be interested 
in reading about," said Pool, 
who serves as Mississippi River 

Ministry coordina
tor in Tennessee 
and as association 
missions coordina
tor for Gibson Bap
tist Association 
based in Trenton. 

Pool observed 
that "the world of 
Christian fiction 
lacks stories and 
missionaries and 
foreign IDlSSlOD 
work. 

'"The Breach 
seeks to educate 
and entertain at the 

same time, .. Pool said. 
"It provides accurate experi

ence while teaching valuable 
lessons on missions, intercessory 
prayer. and resolving conflicts in 
ministry.- Pool continued. 

· Because it i s a novel , it is 
able to "carry the reader 
through a tapestry of events 
that weave themselves into a 
dynamic story of people's lives," 
h e added. 

The book has the opportunity 
to be u sed as an evangelistic 
tool because many non-Chris
tians will read fiction, Pool ob
served. 

And, if they read The Breach, 
they will see the gospel present
ed at least three times in the 
320-page novel. 

What's more they will learn 
of the importance of intercesso
ry prayer and the need for re
solving conflicts in ministry. 

As to the plot of The Breach. 
it basically follows the lives of 
two ministers for 10 days as 
they respond to personal and 
family crisis. P ool said. 

~A missionary in H onduras is 
ambushed one night and his at
t acker is accidentally killed by 
th~ m1ssionary's vehicle. • 

-~reanwhile, a pastor in 
sou them California is in danger. 
of losing his daughter and his 

RANDY POOL, coordinator of 
Mississippi RIVer Mm1stry m Ten
nessee and a former Southern 
Baptist International Mtss1on 
Board m1ssJonary holds a copy 
of h1s flfst novel, The Breach. 

wife as he misplace his priori· 
ties on church rather than fami· 
ly. 

"An elderly ,,·oman on the 
east coast i~ summoned to pray 
- See Poo page 4 
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Life Way Christian Resources, 
and Anriuity Board, the Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission, 
the six seminaries, and the Com
mittee on Order of Business have 
been selected by the 2003 SBC 
Committee on Nominations. 

Nominees will serve if elected 
by the messengers to the annual 
meeting of t he Southern Baptist 
Convention, June 17-18 in 
Phoenix. 

Tennessee Baptists nominat
ed include Thomas J ames, pas
tor,. Alpha Baptist Church, Mor
ristown, Execu,tive Committee, 
(second term); John D. Floyd, 
Qollierville,_ International Mis
sion ~oard, (second term); an~ 
Scott K. Thomas, pastor, Beaver 
Dam Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
Ethics & Religious Liberty Com
mission. 

SBC President J ack Graham., 
pastor of Prestonwood Baptist 
Church in Plano, Texas, also an
nounced the appointments on 
May 2 to the SBC Committee on 
Committees. SBC bylaws re-

, quire the president to announce 
the appointments "at least 45 
days in advance of the meeting." 

The Committee on Commit
tees has 70 members, two from 
each of the 35 state 9r regional 
conventions qualified for repre
sentation on SBC entities. 

SBC Bylaw 19 says the Com-

- · Continued from page 1 
Schock said after the storm 

passed, students helped clean up 
the debris. Dockery showed up 
on campus shortly after mid
night to help and encourage stu
dents in the storm's aftermath. 

"We are blessed in many 
ways," Dockery said. "But our 
city has been hit very, very hard. 
Downtown is devastated. We 
look forward to opportunity to 
assist those who assisted us last . 
fall." 

Larry Murphy, director of 
missions for Madison-Chester 
and Crockett Baptist associa
tions, a greed with Dockery's 
assessment of downtown , but 
noted there was damage county
wide. 

At press time late Monday af
ternoon, Murphy reported there 
were additional tornado warn
ings for the area and that bad 
weather was predicted to contin
ue this week. County schools 
were closed through Wednesday, 
he added. 

A Hardeman County Baptist 
Association Feeding Unit was 
activated and stationed at West 
Jackson Baptist Church. 

In Dyer County 
In other areas, Dyer County 

ional I state news 

mittee on Committees "shall 
nominate all special committees 
authorized during the sessions 
of the convention not otherwise 
provided for." The usual respon
sibility of the committee is to 
nominate members of the Com
mittee on Nominations, which, 
in turn, nominates trustees to 
serve on the various national en
tities of the SBC. 

Tennesseans selected for this 
committee are David E . Smith, 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordo
va, and Jamison L. Work, pas
tor, Candies Creek Baptist 
Church, Charle~ton. 

Graham als o appointed a 
T ennessee Baptist pastor -
Poly Rouse of ·Hermitage Hills 
Baptist Church, Hermitage, to 
serve on the SBC Credentials 
Committ~e. 0 

N.C. · asso1iation · 
.removes 1hur1h 
Baptist Press · 

CONCORD, N.C. - A North 
Carolina church accused of bap
tizing two unrepentant homosex
uals was removed from the 
Cabarrus Baptis t Association 
April28 by a vote of250-11. 

The church, McGill Baptist 
here, now in its centennial year, 
was a founding member of the 
association. The church baptized 
the two men last June, and asso
ciation officjals met privately 
with chur.ch officials before tak
ing action. The two men are liv
ing together. 

After the meeting - which 
was closed to non:!association 

t 

members - Cabarrus Baptist 
Association's Jim Wadford re
leased a statement summarizing 
the association's action. 

is requesting chain saw crews 
where Joe Wright, Dyer Baptist 
Association director of missions, 
and M.B. Howard of Covington 
began May 5 doing assessments. 
Shelby County Baptist Associa
tion Feeding Team was placed 
on standby ;M:onday· to help with 
feeding at First Baptist Church 
of. Dyersburg. 

"It's been a busy morning in 
Dyersburg," said Wrig)lt. ''It's 
overwhelming, it looks like 
movie· quality damage, and it's 
disconcerting to say that. It 

- loo~ like a movie where the tor
nados hit." 

"The primary focus of the 
damage to the city of Dyersburg 
shows three separate damage 

·paths with damage to the south, 
central, and north part of.the 
city. , 

"We have a tremendous need 
for chain- saw and clean up 
teams. There are a lot of trees, 
homes, and roofs damaged. 
South end of city was hit hard 
with damage to a motel. South
side Baptist Church was not 
damaged, but a lot of church 
members had their homes dam
aged. 

"Dyersburg State Community 
College in the central part of the 

. 
"The Cabarrus Baptist Asso- to turn their life over to Hi 

ciation respects and acknowl- trust them," be said. •. 
edges the autonomy of McGill don't ask questions.· 
Baptist Church," the statement Regarding the iss\ 
read. ·"However, the association whether homosexuality is 
must take a stand based on the Ayers said a tolerance fot 
Scriptures." ous interpretations shoul( 

The statement said the associ- triumphed at the meetin1 
ation must "take a stand against Apostle Paul was not ref. 
any of .our churches supporting to homosexuality but --· j 
.or condoning this lifestyle. To al- pedophilia,, he claimed. 
low individuals into the inember- "This is where the sou 
ship of a local church without ev- petency and the priesth~ 
idence or testimony of true re- the believer comes in: 
pentance (a turning away from said. "Certainly these two 
the old way of living) is to con- do not feel it's a sin. rve 
done the old lifestyle." amined my oWiibQtefa ab 

The statement referred to Ro- I'm convinced noW-~ ee1 
mans 1:26-27, which reads , not what Pauf was ts 
"This is why God delivered them about. Even if it is a-sin, 
over to degrading passions. For between them and God.~ 
even their females exchanged But the association diu 
natural sexual intercourse for ·sayin g. that the issue is w 
what is unnatural. The males in unrepentant people 
the same way also left natural baptized. 
sexual intercourse with females "McGill Baptist 
and were inflamed in their lust chosen to allow into 
for one another . . Males commit- ship persons who ......... UUI 

ted shameless acts with males in a homosexual lllE!StJ 

and received in. their own per- is contrary to the teSIC.Ill 

sons the appropriate penalty for Scripture," the motien 
their perversion" (HCSB). draw fellowship read. -, .... 111 

The Bible's stance on homo- the spirit of cooperation 
sexuality is clear, the association association has been Drok,l 
stated. out of a heart of sadness 

The Cabarrus Baptist Associ- gret we must withdraw 
ation's actions violated the his- · ·ship at this time." 
toric Baptist principles of "au- . - ~-e asSOQiation tried 
tonomy, soul competency, and the bifilical-model for wi~ 
priesthood of the believer," said. .ia:g or' feUowship, the al 
McGill Baptist pas tot: Steven . ~~~~~ s . .t~tement said. A 
Ayers. "Autonomy is the main is- .ti9R -o~ls first met wi~ 
sue here," he added. -to try and resolve the ill:f 

The two homosexual men vis- Aye_rs "stated that this 
ited the church.for a few mon~~~-~·.:·~~~!~e a~d the J 
before req_uestmg membership;: - would ~ve to discuss 
Ayers said. ·"' te:/ ' ~cc~~ing to the st.Atf 

"When they tell us that they . The cfmrch's deacons 
have experienced the risen Lord sociational leaders met 
and have made a profession of but failed to produce 
faith in Him, and [a profession] ment. 0 

• 

city had damage. A tree fell on 
the BCM property, but the BCM 
was not damaged. The BCM is 
owned by Dyer Association," 
Wright said. 

Wright also reported that 
Cornerstone Church of God lost 
its roof and Dyersburg High 
School was damaged. All schools 
are closed. Other homes were 
,damaged and telephone poles 
and many ald, oak trees are 
down, he added. 

"During times of disaster, 
Christians can be mos.t obvious 
in showing their love and care
taking of others in need," Wright 
said. "When danger i~ most 
prevalent that's when the love of 
Christ shines the brightest. Just 
pray for us." 

A Gibson Association chain 
saw and clean up crew left on 
May 5 to help in Dyer County. 
while a Robertson County Bap
tist Association chain saw and 
clean up crew w.as scheduled to 
go .to Dyer County on May 6, ac
cording to ·Lloyd Blackwell, 
State Disaster Relief director. 

Other areCUJ 
John Cole of Huntingdon be

gan damage assessment Mon
day morning in the Lexington 
area, where chain saw units 

have been reques ......... . 
mayor of Lexington, 
to Blackwell. 

In other dev~l 
press time, two ...... , ...... 
clean up crews from 
tist Association will 
Lexington. 

The.American Red 
set up shelters in 
County and two in 
County. Three fam 
placed in hotels in 
by ARC where 
homes and two 
damaged. 

A total of six 
ties reported power 
er counties report 
road closures, trees 
flash flooding. 

In addition, 
County reported 50 bOIIM 
aged along with dam 
homes in Rutherford, W 
and Stewart Counties. 

"Due to the wiclle&Jlll81; 
age across the state al 
saw teams are now on al• 
May 5," said Blackwell .. 
are asked to report tbeJ 
ability and damage reJ 
the Disaster Relief Ope 
Center at 1-800-558-20 
2007." 0 
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cnme Davis 
,;5t and Reflector 

URFREESBORO - E11en 
IPman, direct,or of multi
ing ministries of Concord 
· st Association, coordinates 
at nine sites in this grow

located about 30 
~ southeast of Nashville. 
·-housing ministries try to 

residents of a partment 
Iexes and trailer parks by 

· ding regular activities to 
1 sidents in various ways. 
·apman has a busy ach ed-

ule, she admitted. She's certain
ly not in retirement mode al
though she has been leading 
multi-housing ministry here for 
10 year.s. She is even trying to 
develop ministries at several 
other sites. 

Chapman began. this work af
ter retiring as a purchas ing 
agent for a Memphis museum. 
She thought God was calling her 
to volunteer service overseas. 
But while attending a missions 
conference, she 'felt called to mis
sions work in the United States. 

She was named a Mission 
Service Corps volunteer by 
the North American Mis
s ion Board and learned 
about the request of Con
cord association for a n 
MSC volunteer for multi
housing work. 

She met with associa
tion leaders and accepted 
the assignment. Chapman 
then ('sold the only house I 
ever owned" and moved to 
Murfreesboro. The associa
tion provides her a housing 
stipend. 

=N CHAPMAN gives a snack to 
r attending the Hope Christian 

"I know that the Lord 
called me to do this. There 
wasn 't any doubt in my 
mind that I was supposed 
to stay," said Chapman, 
w ho a lso moved away 
from her t hree children 

• 
• 

) 

and th-eir families. 
Her ministry 

The ministry at Brynwood 
Trailer Park here is representa
t ive of the multi-housing min
istries Chapman coordinates. It 
is a place "wh ere the Lo1·d is 
working," described Chapman. 

Baptists provide activities out 
of a nearly new ma nufactured 
home which they have dubbed 

· the Hope Christian Center. The 
building was provided by the 
trailer park owner, Charles 
Farrar, after Baptists rented a 
much smaller and older t railer 
from him for a couple of year s. 
Now Baptists have a better facil
ity and bigger ministry, thanks 
to Farrar, said Chapman. Of 
course, Farrar initially gave 
Baptists permission to provide a 
ministry in the development. 

The Baptist volunteers who 
lead the ministry are from about 
five churches. They provide an 
after-school program on Mon~ 
days and Wednesdays which of
fers tutoring a nd activities for 
children . On Saturday mornings 
they offer Bible study for chil
dren and. adults, which currently 
draws women 

The students who participate 
are «latch-key kids," explained 
Chapman, who quickly become 
regulars at the Hope center. 
"They love -to come up here," 

she said , explaining their · 
parents are often at work . 
Children a nd teens even 
come from apartment com
plexes several blocks away. 

An eight-year-old girl re
cently told Chapman one af
ternoon that she didn't want 
to go home. She liked spend
ing time at the center. 

Chapman has seen boys 
whose behavior has changed 
dramatically because of the 
attention of a male volun
teer. They seem starved for 
a father figure, she said . 

Residents wh o partici
pate are "definitely looking 
for something better in life," 
said Chapman, adding many 
m ay not know what that 
something is . 

DAVIS, left. of Belle A ire Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, plays 
with David Warner at the center. 

Thankfully, in the five 
years of ministry at Bryn

wood park, about 

ess 0 r s 

35 residents have made profes
sions of faith , reported Chap
man. "We see changes in their 
lives," she noted. Some residents 
even "come back to see us ... 

Interestingly, Hope cent er 
participants refer to the center 
as the church, noted Chapman. 

''We can just see a church in 
there," she added, now that the 
ministry has a good facility and 
the crowd is up to about 30 peo
ple a week. 

As they get to know the par
ticipants of the center, they fmd 
m any n eeds, often stemming 
from poverty, said Chapman. 

In fact, Chapman and Karen 
Burns and J anice Bugg have 
been praying for about a year for 
a pastor/chaplain for Brynwood 
park. Burns and Bugg are mem
ber s of Belle Aire Bap
tist Church, Murfrees
boro, who help lead the 
ministry and 'Bugg 
helps Chapman at sev
eral multi-housing min
istries. A young man 
who has served as a 
volunteer is praying 
about accepting that as
signment, Chapman re
ported matter-of-factly. 

• 

Chal leng<'s 
Chapman is not surprised tH 

the answer lo prayt>r Th(.' min
istry has been the l'eClpitml of 
many answered pra}crs, said 
Chapman. 

Many times she hos thought 
she would have to close the min
istry. For months, the ministry 
only drew several s tudents. And 
support was lacking. But partici
pants gradually increased. Then 
a church or person would learn 
about a need and provide work
ers or funds, she said. 

Funding has come from the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
and churches of the association. 

"They (residents) feel the 
love of the volunteers and that 
draws them," said Chapman of 
the ministry. 0 

SAM RANDOLPH, left, of Belle A ire 
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, visits with 
a boy while playing catch with him. 

VOLUNTEER Steve 
Cantalupi of Belle Aire 
Baptist Church, Mur
freesboro, helps a new 
friend make a basket. 

HELPING LEAD the Hope Christian Cen
ter and several other multi-housing min
istries of the association is Janice Bugg of 
Belle Aire Baptist Church, Murfreesboro. 
She talks with a girl at the center. 

8A rNI SHORT, right. of Belle Atre Baptist Church, Murfreesboro. talks to two 
~ m a B1ble study she helps lead at the Hope Chnst1an Center m Murfrees
~ 

THE HOPE CHRISTIAN CENTER holds 1ts Wednesday aher-scnool progr~m. ~e center 
is located m the Brynwood Tra1/er Park in Murfreesooro - Photos by Conme Dav1s 
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By Stacy Murphree 
For Baptist and Reflector 

JEFFERSON CITY - When 
a missions experience involves 
using a second language to com
municate, it often occurs out
side of the United States. How
ever, for five Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry students from Carson
Newman College, this meant 
driving only about 30 minutes 
from their campus. 

The team spent spring break, 
March 5-12, in ·Morristown us
ing Spanish skills to assist vari
ous Hispanic ministries reach
ing out to the community. 

The team's ministry covered 
numerous areas· including 
translation, Hispanic women's 
ministry, furniture deliveries·, 
Bible studies, clothing drives, 
and even makeovers. With a 
full schedule and diverse min
istry types, the team notes it 
was important to remain flexi
ble. 

"Our plans often changed 
sometimes moments before we 
were to leave for a specific proj
ect ," says Melissa Ziegler, psy
chology major and Spanish mi-

nor, who served on the team 
with Kara Smith , Kaleb Center, 
Lin dsey Powers, and Robert 
Neira. 

Both Smith and Powers are 
Spanish majors, and Neira is a 
native Spanish speaker. 

They worked closely with 
Ginny Taff, Hispanic Ministry 
Coordinator at Appalachian 
Outreach, and Laura Lane with 
Cherokee Health Systems. 

The team assisted in transla
tion at Appalachian Outreach, 
Head Start program for chil
dren, and Rural Area Medical 
Expedition, which is a free 
health fair for those in the com
munity who are uninsured. 

"E ach of these experiences 
was very rewarding; as they 
gave us the chance to minister 
to people whose primary lan
guage is different from our 
own," says Ziegler. 

Assisting with Stepping Out 
Ministries enabled team mem
-ber s te reach out to Hispanic 
women · by taking them out for 
lunch and taking themto get 
h a ircuts, makeovers, and new 
Glothe~ for upcoming job inter
VIews. 

One' experi
ence that stands 
out in t he minds 
of the team 
members is a 
young mother 
they met 
throu gh Step
ping Out Min
istries who ac
cep ted Christ · 
during the week. 

"The realiza
tion t hat [God] 
can bring people 
from completely 
different walks 
as a family in 
H im · became 
very strong," 
says Ziegler. 

C-N STUDENT Robert Neira plays with a baby 
during a mission project in Morristown. 

The team enj oyed taking 
part in several opportunities 
ministering to childre~. Besides 
assisting with t he Head Start 

• program, tl:le team took several 
children living in the Samaritan 
House, affiliated with Ap ~ 
palachi~m Outreach, to a circus 
in Knoxville. 

Delivering a bed to a fainily 
whose little girl had been sleep
ing in a s leeping bag on the 

floor-for months became a mov
ing experience for the team. M
ter the team set up the bed and 
completed it with colorful 
sheets and a new comforter, the 
little girl sat on it and said 
"Thank you , thank you. Now I 
don't have to sleep on the floor 

, anymore." 
The team was moved by the . 

gratitude portrayed by the little 
girl and her niother and the 
thankfulness expressed by a 

simple act. "The gratit 
the mother 's eyes and tl 
of sheer joy on the littlt 
face touched al l of us - ' Ziegler. 
~e were hit by ho\\, 

we take for granted. Mos 
do not think twi.ce about 
a bed. We have always h 
and probably always will 
Ziegler. 

The team enjoyed the 
tunity to take the ~ani~ 
have learned ·in class 
mission field. ..:. --

"We were all abl~ to c 
.> 

nicate to some d'egree, s 
us with limited Spanis 
they greatly ap.preciat 
help and the love that \\ 
_able to offer them," says ~ 

The team was able l 
me~t the physical and SJ 
needs of several in the H 
community. The team m 
share the feeling that t 
always much more that 
accomplished to help. 

"The Hispanic com1 
here in our backyard is s 
larger thari so many pe1 
a lize. They need our lo 
acceptance," says Ziegler 

. 

8elm.ont under consideration to 
ltost 2004 presidential d~fta.fe 

_Bivocational evangelism meet re$~t f.pr_ ~ay 3(J 
For Baptist and Reflector . Clarkrange; Edward c!ohnson, sic ev~ng~st·, F:riends . . 

pastor, Fisher Creek Baptist . 0h,.u fc li-; Clarkra nge For Baptist and Reflector . 

NASHVILLE - Belmont 
University is being considered 
as a site for the 2004 presiden
tia l debates. 

Belmon.t will be . one of 14 
possible locations nationwide 

' to host a: de.bate. If selected, 
Belmont would host the de
bafe in the univer sity's new 
st ate-of-the-art Curb Event 
Center, scheduled to open in 
September. 

"Because of the Curb Event 
Center's configuration, flexi
bility, acoustics, d edicated 
television production facilities, 

- Continued from page 1 
for these two men and begins a 
10-day vigil. God begins to work 
in both men's lives as their sto
ries merge into one dramatic 
conclusion as God fills 'th'e 
breach,' " according to a synopis 
of the book which Pool wrote. 

Some of the characters in the 
book are based on t rue-life peo
ple, Pool said. 

"Gertie Baxter," the prayer 
warrior in the book is ·based on 
Edith Gallaher, a real life prayer 
warrior who now resides in a 
nursing home in Waynesboro, 
Pool said. 

He noted that he and his wife 
met Gallaher when he lived in 
Clifton and after they became 
missionaries she would wri te 

parking, a nd security mea
sures, the university believes . 
it will make a perfect venue 
for one of the debates," sa,id 
Belmont President Robert C. 
Fisher. 

Belmont, a long with Van
derbilt University~ is one of 
two Nashville sites under con
sideration. ('Now t hat it has 
come to light that both Van
derbilt and Belmont are con
tenders, this gives our city an 
even better chanc~ of hosting 
the debate, and that's great for 
Nashville, Fisher sid. 
· Debate sites are expected to 
be an.nounced in November. a 

them letters. 
She would date each letter 

with the time she wrote the let
ter, ·Pool recalled . . Most of them 
were written after midnight, he 
added. ·· 

Pool's own brother, Jim Pool, 
who di~d in 1997 of Hodgkin's 
Disease, also was the role model 
for Billy Eldridge, the_brother of 
Carey Eldridge, the missionary 
who was ambu shed and acci
dently killed the attacker with 
his vehicle. 

And while he had no particu
lar model for the pastor (Howard 
-Pennington) who had trouble 
prioritizing family and ministry, 
he observed "there is a little bit 
of Howard in most ministers." 

Pool also has lived in all the 

BRENTWOOD - The 2003 
Bivocational Evangelism <;on
fer ence will be held May 30-31 
at the Baptist Center here. 

The conference originally 
was to be held Jan. 17-18, but 
was canceled due to one of the 
worse snowst0rms in. recent 
years in Middle Tennessee. 

The theme of the two-day 
meeting is "Sharing the Light 
Before the Night Arrives." 

The meeting b egin s at 2 
p.m. on May 30. Friday mes
sages will be delivered by Ste~e 
Looper, pa~tor of Friends 
Chapel Baptist Church, 

.. 

settings mentioned in the book 
and researched other areas. The 
only fictional town is where the 
accident in Honduras took place, 
he said. 

The Breach did not happen 
overnight, he said: It took him 
five years to complete the first of 
what h e anticipates being a 
three-book trilogy. He already is 
well underway in writing the 
second book which will be titled 
The Bridge. 

Pool has publish ed Th,e 
Breach on a "print on demand" 
basis. H e found a publisher 
which wouid allow him to pur
chase 100 books at a time. After 
he sells those 100, he buys 100 
more. 

"I saw this as a way to get the 

Are your Seniors tired of crawling over the HUMP? The solution 
is a 15-passenger Mini Bus/Van with an aisle, 

rqised roof. and NO COL. 

Call Tri-State Van and Bus Sales 
1-800-330-3622 

Church, Surgoinsville; Ricky .~~~!!~~~' minister of 
Cotton, pastor, Cross bridges · -futh~urch, McMin 
Baptist Church, Columbia; and - ~n~ the Anchored Q 
R onnie Owen s, · preaching_ fr~ Gath Church. 
evangelis t , Tazewell. _ >~-S.f~;$e~a,I breakout 1 

Saturday's schedule begins :· 'E:mces ~Wlll be held deali 
at 9 a.m. Speakers include Ray a _ya.yie_cy. of church -rei. 
Gilder, bivocational ministry sues. 
s pecialis t for the Tennessee The Friday night 
Baptist Convention and pastor and Saturday breakf. 
of Gath Baptist ,Church, Me- complementary, but r 
Minnville, and H erbert Bris- tions are required. 
bane, multicultural evangelist To make reservatiOJ 
with the North American Mis- request more informati 
sion Board in Alpharetta, Ga. · Joy Clay-Corby at 1 

Special music will be pro- 2090, ext. 2018 o·r ....... .., ., 
vided by Mich~l1e Looper, mu- to jclay~0rby@tn.baptist, 

book into print now," he said, 
adding that he is open to the 
book being printed by ·a Christ
ian publisher. . 

Selling a book, how:ever, was 
not his reason for writing his 
first novel. 

In addition to the book being 
used as an evangelistic tool, he 
hopes it will help inspire believ- , 
ers to be more involved in mis
sions, either as volunteers or on 
a career basis. 

Pool added that he we 
the book to spur more 
be dedicated toward inte 
pray,e.F and to look towj 
for resolution of conflict 

' life. 
For more informatio1 

Pool at thebreach@juno.c 
To purchase a copy, 

check for $16 (which i 
postage) to: Randy P< 
Poplar Corner Road, 1 
TN 383B2. d 

Replace Your ~AN with 

BUS! 
15·58 Passenger Bu 

New lc Pre-Ownecl 
Featuring Daiml~r.ehrysler We Want Your Van 

Commercial Buses Toll Free: 866/287-4 
On-Site Parts and Set 

Commercial Bus Sales www.busgroup..-. 
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rrney Fife waS right 

' 
~~· 
~~ 

~t 

E 10nnie Wilkey, edito~ 

a class ic Andy Griffith 
e, a visiting preacher 

~m to town and delivers a 

hey are greeting the 
e r after the service, Bar

shakes his hand and 
hat's rromething you can't 
enough about - s in." 

anu' rent 
1hr 
u; a ks 

tp. 
((( 

fd Carolyn R. Tomlin 

ny' 
our R o n or of her own mother, 
:i£% 11m • Jarvis of Philadelphia , 

' -· anted to r ecbg nize all 
~?" s on a special day . She 

' ~~m to per suade President 
. ) • .:>w Wils on to s i gn a 
Jeoo) • ation making Mother's 
•anr:X! ational observance, "as 
teru • c: expression of our love 
1c~hd3 fJerence for the mothers 
red a::J

1 
::ountry." The first Moth-

). 

Everyone looked at Barney like 
he was a nut, but I think h e 
knew what he was talking 
about. 

In 2003 people are confused 
about sin. What's more, they ap
pear to not even care if it's sin or 
not as "long a s it doesn 't hurt 
anybody." 

What is even more troubling 
is that there are Christians and 
even some ministers who have 
this attitude in addition to non
Christians. 

There is a church in North 
Carolina which baptized two ho
mosexual men who were not «re
pentant" of their sin (see story 

er's Day was scheduled for 
1914. 

Fertunatel y, the Christian 
community continues to honor 
mothers the way Anna Jarvis 
intended. Churches pray for 
mothers and thank God for spe
cial women. 

As we pay tribute to all moth
er s, look at the following ways 
these women of God influence 
ow· lives. 

Mothers are an example of 
faith. A child first leams from 
his pa rents. In 1 Timothy 1:5 
Paul wrote , "I have been re
minded of your sincere fai t h ·, 
which first lived in your grand
mother Lois and in your mother 
Eunice and, I am persuaded, 

I .. 

we need more preaching on sin 
on page 2). I was dism ayed by 
the pastor's response: "Certainly 
these two people do not feel it 's a 
sin. I've re-examined my own'be
liefs about it. I'm convinced now 
it's certainly not what P aul was 
talking about (in Romans 1:26-
27). Even if it is a sin, that is be
tween them and God. " If the 
minister is unsure whether it's a 
sin or not, how can you expect 
the two men to think otherwise. 

And, no, I am not "picking'' on 
homosexuals again. There is ap
athy about sin in general. And if 
you're not sure what constitutes 
sin, refer to the Ten Command
ments found in Expdus 20. That 

now lives in you also." 
Elizabeth Meredith, a dear 

friend from Smith's Grove, Ky. 
often said, "Don't let anyone rob 
you of winning your child to 
God." Be the person you want 
your child to become. 

I recall one mother who after 
Sunday School was over each 
Sunday would ask her children, 
"Do you want to go home and 
play, or s tay for church?" You 
can guess their reply! 

Mothers teach children to 
love. A mother gives uncondi
tional love, regardless of the be-· 
havior of t he child. You may not 
approve of the conduct, but true 
love never wavers. This is how 
our Heavenly Father treats His 

covers mos t of the sins that were 
pr evalen t then and are preva
lent today. 

Do Christians ha ve t his apa
thetic view toward sin because 
t here is not enou gh preach ing 
about s in i n ou r churches? In 
some cases p reach ers m a y be 
hesitant to speak against sin be
cau se t hey may step on som e 
toes. 

If t he s t a te of our society is 
any indication, then we need a 
lot of people with sore feet - and 
I am just referring to those of us 
who profess to be Christian. 

We are more concerned about 
being "po1itically correct" t han 

children. 
A friend tells of when he was 

a small boy; he and his sis t er 
disagreed one day. To get even, 
he took a large safety pin a nd 
punched holes in his sister's bi
cycle tires. When his father 
tried to repair the tire, he found · 
not one , but numerous holes . 
Needless to say, the boy was dis
ciplin e d. Y et , the s ituation 
taug h t the boy t hat pare nts 
could discipline and still show 
love. 

Mothers teach persever
ance. My mother t a ught me 
that regardless of the situation , 
you do n't give up . You k eep 
working, you keep trying, you 
keep praying that you will sue-

' 

we are m heing biblically correct. 
No. 1 don ·t believe " c ~hould 

..shove~ our re lig ion or behefs 
down someone el e's throats. but 
we need to s ta nd up for morah
ty. We need to live a life ~o peo
p le who a re not C hr is linn cn11 
look at us and see a difference in 
us that is not m their life - and 
tha t diffe r e nce, of co urse, i · 
Christ . 

I n s tead , th e outs id e worl d 
looks at m any Christians a nd 
sees no difference whatsoever . 

And then we have the audaci
ty to a sk , "Why is our world in 
such a mess?" 1 pray God will 
forgive us. :J 

• 

ceed and your goals will be met. 
On t he Aus tralia n Outback 

fire often consumes large tracts 
of land. The following spr ing af
ter a fire, beautiful flowers cover 
the scorch ed lan d. Scientists say 
t h e fi re emit s gases fro m th e 
earth that cause the flowers to 
bloom - som e of wh ich have 
been dorma nt for years . We cttn 
learn a lesson from t he plants 
tha t come to l ive a fter a fi r e: 
don't give up, keep on persever
mg. 

As we honor mothers on their 
special day, don't forget to thank 
God for th e love shown to you 
throu gh a godly mother. 0 -
Tomlin of Jackson writes for nu
merous Christian publications. 

~------------------------------------------------------------------
~ 
~ 

~ ! 
ig~ Ill -nt to keep the Tennessee 

informed on what is go
in Eas.t Tennessee with 

e!!!J
1 :::avery efforts from last 
p er's tornados. 

A.. !m es like these, I am dou
tk' l ud to be a Tennessee Bap
jt:l~ Le committee that I chair 

~ith "long term recovery" 
~nnessee Baptists have 

~, ght there pitching in with 
no tction work, cleanup, and 
~i l -.. other tasks that must be 
•r. ...... urt Fowler of Knoxville 

'"""'""' resented TBC on the com
\tt i1 and he has scheduled a 
1r1 hare of the work that has 

to'>e>f ~ne - both immediate re
·ft:~ l long term recovery. 

TBC feeding/cooking sta
OICl' ~s invaluable during the 
\ 0"'11 ree weeks right after the 
oot working alongside of our 
WJJ' •an disaster workers, and 

·\o d yellow caps from my 
1 11 d 1 and many others were 

·rr:~ 1ly a welcome sight to both 
ro ; and relief workers. 

' are now continuing to try 
• l ister to the many families 
s ~: ere damaged to any extent 

fc five-county area. and we 

I-V lt at all Ten~essee Baptis ts 
ra· b ot we will represent our 

us Christ through it aU. 
· committee meets weeklv 

..1 lrtburg First Ba ptis t. th~ 
1 1 I serve as pastor. and it 

-emendous blessing to see 
,.,.,.,, ~ d1sts. Baptists. Lutherans. 

OJ I ics. Episcopalians. Men
s. Nazarenes, and Church-

e s of Christ all sitting ther·e 
working side by side with Red 
Cross, Salvation Army, and oth
er relief groups, law enforce
ment, construction companies, 
and just interested citizens. 

Crews have buil t homes, 
porches , and miscellaneous 
buildings, cut · tree s, roofed 
homes, and done all the wonder
ful big and little things that are 
absolutely necessary. 
. I never knew first-hand what 

devastation could occur from a 
tornado. Eleven lives were lost 
that fateful Sunday night; nu
merous homes were leveled to 
varying degrees, trees were up
rooted, and vehicles were tossed 
like toys. 

Now , we are here - the 
Plateau Regional Long Term Re
covery Committee- and when 
all the insurances, grants, and 
loans run out or fade away we 
will still be here. We request the 
prayer s of all Tennessee Bap
tists everywhere. 

Tom Mooty 
Wart burg 37887 

Is it a creed? 
I read with sadness the. arti

cle in the Bapllst and Reflector·s . 
April 23rd i ssue a bout Jerry 
Ra nkin's final appeal about 
BF&~I. The idea of enforcing a 
creed with the threa t of forced 
t ermina t ion is in deed an om i
nous one. 

I am a Southern Baptist . I be
lie-ve the Bible. £ preach Jesu~ -
His death. buria l. and resurrec-

tion. r believe in the miracles of 
the Bible, and that they are lit
erally true. I believe in winning 
people to Ghrist. However, even 
though I agree with the Baptist 
Faith and Message I would not 
sign the affirmation our mission
aries are being required to sign. 
Being required to sign the affir
mation makes the BF&M a 
creed, and Baptists are not a 
creedal denomination. 

More to the point, I believe a 
missionary who has demonstrat
ed a Christ-centered, biblical 
ministry should be judged by 
that ministry, not by the signing 
of an affirmation. This is more a 
political issue than a spiritual 
one. The newly revised BF&M, it 
appears, is being used to shield 
real motives in a larger political 
agenda. This is not 1·ight, and 
should be stopped. 

We lament the loss of person
al respons ibility in our schools , 
courts, and business, yet now we 
are using the BF&M as a blan
k et "zero tolerance" policy t o
w a rd those God has called to 
work on mission with Him. My 
concern is that instead of consid
ering individuals, and disclosing 
r eal m oti ves, the IMB is n ow 
s ide st epping their personal re
s ponsibility t o investigate and 
act on perceived ind ividual 
threats. and s ubstituting a 
forced s ignmg of a n affirmation 
in it's place. 

\\nat will ha ppen to the rela
t ion s h ips these miss iOnaries 
h ave buil t up over the years? 
What h a ppe ns to the witness? 

How will the removal of these 
missionaries impact the actual 
winning of the lost in their mis
sion fi eld? Will the people who 
have been r eached be hurt be
cause we demand the signing of 
a creed? If these missionaries 
are such a bad influence on their 
mission field, why were they ap
pointed in the first place? Who 
dropped the ball in their ap
pointment to start with? 

If a missionary is teaching 
something indisputably contrary 
to the Bible, he or she should be 
dism,issed. However, no one_ 
should be dismissed beca u se 
they will not sign a creed. If this 
continues, that is exactly what 
the BF&M has become. 

Thorn Tapp, pastor 
Oral Baptist Church 

Lenoir City 37771 

In regard to the story, "IBM 
mission a ry couple challe nge s 
forced termina tion" in the April 
30 issue. I would lik e to st art 
wit h th is illustr atjon. When I 
was a freshma n at the lJniversi
ty of Chatta nooga my E nglish 
teacher asked us a ques tion . 
.zwhat is good English?" After we 
talked about 15 min u tes. be 
gave us the following definition. 
When people read what we write 
or hear what we say and then 
und ers tand exactly what we 
mean, that is good English. How 
I wi:sh at time:. that reporter 
followed this principal. 

After reading the :.tory about 

the IBM a nd the Dill s , I sti11 
don 't unders t a nd wh a t they 
mean . The s tatemen t the Dills 
m a de as to the poin t of co n
t e ntion , "tha t God can ca ll 
whomever He ch ooses to serve 
wherever, whenever , and howev
er He so chooses." I believe a ju
dicial term that fi ts this is that 
it is overly broad a nd vague. I 
only have two questions to help 
me under stand their position 
and I believe these should h ave 
been a sked by the reporter to 
make their stand clear. 

(1) Do you believe that God's 
word teaches that women can be 
called of God to fill the position 
of senior pastor? If so, Scriptures 
please. 

(2 ) Do you believe God would 
call anyone to serve in a position 
tha t was con trary to His Word? 
If so, Scr ipt ure a nd examples 
please. 

I have tried to follow the defi 
nition of good English in my own 
life. It i,:, very important to me 
that people under3tand exactly 
what I say and where I st a nd 
than it is to h ave the ir agree
ment. 

If the Dills h a ve a prob)c• m 
with the 2000 Baptis t Fa ith a nd 
Message they ~hould -.taw , .. h :. 
1 t i;::. and ,.hare their belief and 
the Scripture:. they found t hat 
support their conclusion. If my 
den omina t ion put forth s ome· 
thing I couldn't do or accep'L next 
Sunday J would be om eplnce 
new. The choice would be mine 

.:Vic/: Kenned¥ 
Ooltev- ah 3 7363 
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shelters, cleaned and did repair 
work at local Bapti st centers, 
helped with the construction of 
a new church and participated 
in various other activities. 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. There were 18 ministry sites in 
Nearly 150 volunteers from 11 New Orleans, including six el e
st ates, includi ng a t eam from mentary schools and four Bap
Tusculum Hills Baptist tist centers. 
Church, Nashville,. gathere.d MissionsFEST volunteers 
in New Orleans for a weeklong al so hosted a block party in the 
MissionsFEST as part of the .parking lot of'Lake Forest Mall, 
Volunteer Connection of Worn- · where more than 400 area resi
an's Missionary Union. dents enjoyed midway games, 

MissionsFEST experiences · clowns, puppets, live music, face 
provide volunteers an opportu- painting, blood pressure screen
nity to partner with local Chris- ings, _jambalaya, soft drinks and 
tians in a concentrated effort to more, all free of charge. 
support ongoing missions pro- The WMU Volunteer Connec
jects and u se their individual tion outreach :·was a great sue
gifts to reach out, help others cess because it was customized 
and share the love of Christ. to really meet the needs of local 

Volunteers for the April 6-12 churches," said Loy Seal, direc
outreach in New Orleans ranged tor of church growth ~d deyel
in age from 22 to 82. opment for the Baptist Associa

Teams of volunteers tutored tion of Greater New Orleans. 0 - . 
el ementary students, prayer-
walked, ministered at homeless 

Pews, pulpits, baptistries, 
steeples, stained glass, carpet 

VAN WINKLE 
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

& PEW UPHOLSTERY 
PO Box 651, Antioch, TN 37011-0651 
(615) 366-9910 
TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263 

wWw .GulfShoresCondos.com 
Beachside Vacation Condos, All sizes 

Spring special: 
2 Night weekend, $130:00· · 

4 Weeknights, $190.0() Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 5/22 

(205} 554-1524 

na ional I s ate new:. 

Fellowship to 
add new staffer 
Compiled from news releases 

MURFREESBORO - During 
the General Assembly of Ten
nessee Cooperative Baptist Fel
lowship April 25-26 at King's 
Cross Church in Tullahoma, 
m embers adopted a 2003-04 
budget of $304,995, a 28.2 per
cent increase over the current 
budget. 

The budget will enable the 
group to seek a missions coordi
nator as an additional full-time 
staff member. _ 

New officers include Joe 

To the best of our knowledge all 
ads in the Baptist and Reflector 
represent legitmate companies 
and offerings. However, one 
should ~lways use caution in 
responding to ads. 

Earn $44,000 Part Time 
Church Furnishings 
Representatives needed 
in SE and SW States. 

Tom N. Phillips 
(877) 671-4684 

National Interior Furnishings 

Livesay, M emphis, moderator; 
Ed Sunday-Winters, Knoxville, 
moderator-el ect; and Virginia 
Brown, Tullahoma, t·ecorder. 

In ot her action during the 
General Assembly , TCBF 
awarded theological scholar-

MINISTRIES - OTHER 
The Muscle Shoals Baptist As
sociation, Moulton, Ala., is now 
accepting resumes for the posi
tion of director of missions . 
Please send resume to Mount 
Hope· Baptist Church, Attn. 
Bryan Hall, 500 County Road 20, 
Mount Hope, AL 35651. Dead
line: all resumes must be re-, 

ceived by May 22, 2003. .............. 
~ .... c 

ships to · Drew Pru 
Knoxville and Rodne" v 
Chattanoog~ . .:J • 

MINISTRIES - MU~ 
Adaton Baptist Church ir 
ville, Miss., is receiving r 
from individuals intereste 
plying for a full-time mir 
music position . Resum~ 
be sent to Adaton 1 

Church, 1975 Highway 
Starkville, MS 397.59. Fe 
tional information ab< 
church and the Po$ition . , 
call Scott Cappl~man (pc 
(662.) 323-3735' orRUss 
stan (music search chair 
(662) 263-5017. 

Houseparent. Immediate need MINISTRIES- STUD 
for full-time relief houseparent~ Director of youth: bivoc 
at the Tennessee Baptist Chil- experience preferred. s 
'dren's Home in Chattanooga. sume to Mt. Hermon 1 

Married couples only. Call Lynn Church, 2433 Mt. Harm 
.Jordan or Bob Segrest at (423) Murfreesboro, TN 37127 

892-2722. ••• ••• ••• ••• (615) 893-.4885. l . . . . -

Youth/Adult 1mission trip opportu- · MINISTRIES- PAS1 
nities and internships in New Greater Hope Baptist Chi 
York City ministering to immi- cated at 402 North Miles 
grants and Muslim( Call (347) Union. City, Tenn., is in st 

. 393-8037 or emafl larry@ Urban- a full~time/bivocational pa 
lmpactNewYork.org . Web site interested pastors please 
www.UrbanlmpactNewYork.org . . . resl:Jrhe to the church adt 
- --- - - ---=-. ---'·--· -t~ttemti<?n of Willie Be) 

New Lower Rates For 
Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 

Life Way has the solution-a 1_5-passenger 
mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards. 

. MINISTt:IIES - POSITIONS ·. hav.e-~aray ..questiolils) plea 
Holly Grove Chu~ch is accepting . ~~ct Willi~ Bell at ('Z31) 8~ 
resumes for two part-time staff · ·~fter .§. p.m._ 
positions: minister ·of music and· ~r~.:.,-~:--.::;f~ •:• •!• •!• •:• 
minister of youth. Combination of . ·unity Baptist Church, Age $150,000 $300,000 

25 $11 .03 $15.49 
35 $11.16 $15.75 
45 - $20.87 $35.18 
55 $43.71 $80.85 

Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN) 
Toll Free 1-800-583-0970 .(9-9 Mon.-Sat.) 
Level death benefit term thaf does not in: 
crease for the first 15 years. Written by an 
A-plus Life insurance company: Preferred 
male rates illustrated above. Please call 
for other ages and female rates. 

THE 

FOR BIBLICAL PREACHING 

The Center was founded in 
1988 to promote the biblical ex
position of God's Word and to 
provide practical training for 
pastors, evangelists and lay lend
ers throughout the world. Drs. 
Stephen and David Olford share 
an abiding passion for encour
aging and equipping men and 
women to r ightly divide the 
Word of Truth and to live Spirit
filled lives. The ultimate answer 
to problems of every age is the 
anointed expository preaching 
of God's inerrant and holy Word. 

• 

' 

• INSTITUTES ... on biblical 
preaching, leadership, and evangelism. 
Drs. Stephen and David Olford, host 
speakers at all events, share the pro
gram with an array of guest speaker(s). 

• WORKSHOPS ... "live preach
ing" and constructive critique of your 
sermons, skills, and style. _ 

• CONTlNUING EDUCATION 
... full program of training. Potential 
academic credit offered through affiliated 
seminaries and Bible colleges. . 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR SCHF.DULE 

&DETAUS!! 

P. 0. Box 757800 
Memphis, TN 38175-7800 

Phone: (800) 843-2241/(901) 757-7977 
Website: <www.olford .org> 

E-mail: <omi@olford.org> 

• 

~~1Yay. 
Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc. 
NationS II Chltrrlt Bu1 Dt4kr 

· the two is OK. fiGBC is located -Tenn., is accepting ~es1:1 
45 minutes from Memphis and .. fu~J,tirn!LPastor. Please 
25 miles from Jackson,_ Terrr:l-: ·::..~~Al'lgi"Ef~ith , 2312 Feddl 
Resume With picture and refer- "- Rd., Rcfnier, TN 38367. 
ences should be sent to Holl.y -- <- _:,;-. •!• •!• •!• •> 
Grove Baptist Church, 8488 Senior pastor for ptJrpos 
Poplar Corner Rd., Bells~ -TN Southern Baptist churcl 
38006 or by email to resume to Pastor Searc 
fvc99@juno.com. mitte~, Friendship 

Church, P.O. Box 1008 
field, IL 60544. Visit our 1 
at www. Middle • 

Tennessee 
Pastors' 

Conference 
~ 

Scott Smith May27 Dennis Deece . 

Seeking full-time pastor. 
Baptist Chu~ch, G 
Todd County. Send 
Pastor Search Comm 
Bert Covington Jr., P. 
447, Grutt:lrie, KY 4ZZ13'1 

(270) 483-2262. 

I 

College Heights Baptist Church 
(Host Pastor, Larry Gilmore) 

Gallatin, Tennessee 
10:00 a.m.-Noon (Lunch .to follow) 

·usti/1 Preaching with Fire" 
Jeremiah 20:9 

' Preachers: Scott Smith, Evangelist, Sweetwater, TN 
Dennis D,eece, Pastor, Hunter First Baptist, Elizabethton, TN 

Music: College Heights Men's Quartet 
Recording Artists: Ken Paskey and Jim Murray 

For more information 
call Glenn Denton, 
President, Middle 
Tennessee Pastors' 
C·onference, (615) 
444-5923 ; bro
glenn@hillcrestbap
tist.org. Glenn Denton 

Directions: ~rom Nashville, take 1-65 North to Vietnam Veter-ans' Blvd. (Rte. 
3~6). Take V1etnam Veterans' Blvd. to the end and it will put you on Nashville 
P1ke. Go about 2-3 miles and the church will be on the left side of the high
way. 

MINISTRIES - "'vn 
Reidland Baptist 
ceivimg resumes for 
sition of minister of 
activities. RBC has an 
attendarr~ce of 325-350 ~ 
ing worship and average 
School attendance of 2 
are looking for a dynami1 

for approximatery 80 7-1 
students. Our facilities ir 
gyrn and youth activity 
Salary package based or 
tion and expe 
Seminary/Baptist CollegE 
ate preferred. Send ref 
Reidland Baptist Church, 
Committee , 5559 Bent 
Paducah, KY 42003. 

•)+++ 
Exciting Southside 
Church looking for a f 
minister of children an' 
Contact (731) 587-8 
southside@exdtingsou 
com. 
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Finley 
?aming to Pray Jesus' Way (Part 2) 

Jesus had taken the negative approach in 
w 6 by teaching His followers not to pray as 
•ocrites nor as the heathen, He moved to the 

approach by encouraging His followers to 

the humble. He gave them the well-known 
prayer often referred to as "The Lord's 

J esus gave the model prayer in this pas-
[e did not give words to vainly repeat. He 

warned against that very type of praying. 
this prayer to illustrate the humble man

that is pleasing to the Father. The 
r that is pleasing to the Father honors Him 
J kingdom over man and man's kingdom on 

goal of the prayer is to bring the earth 
thly, temporal things under submission . to 
enly kingdom. While not denying the Fa
the source of man's earthly, social, and 

1 needs, the prayer brings all three under 
er 's sovereign authority to a ccomplish His 

s. 
e is a drought of humble praying in the 
today! Are your prayers focused on selfish, 
~1 gain with little regard for God's king
o your prayers long for freedom from suffer
sorrow with little r egard for God's purpos

lives of those who encounter pain? Do 
rs seek personal success with little re

' humility that pleases the Father? 
e conclude this examination on J esus' earli
~bings ·on prayer , would you be challenged 
La te your own praying? Do you pray more in 
han you do in private as t he hypocrite? Do 
ize prayer a s a magical method to get what 
pt as t he h eathen? Or do you pray as the 
~with a sincere desire to see God's purposes 
"" l~shed in His kingdom? The Church today is 
• 

ler ate n eed of be lievers who pray as the 
! 0 - Finley is interim pastor of Merton Av

tptist Church, Memphis. 
' 

j!!J.;t ;or r,c,~~v -----
Fred Wood, retired pa'stor, Memphis 

·t with a Smile: Father to son: "How did 
on your driver's license exam?" Son: "I have 
w s and bad news." Father: "What's the good 
Son : "I got 18 out of 20." Father: "What's 
news?" Son: ''They were pedestrians." 

e this Truth: "Always aim at complete har
,f thought and work and deed. Always aim 
fying your t hou gh ts and everything will be 
- Gha ndi 
caorize this Scripture: If anything is excel

praiseworthy - think about such things" 
ians 4:8, NIV). 

y this Prayer: Lord, help m e keep my men
llties properly arranged and functioning. 0 

((Honour ... . til)' 
nzotlter, as 

tire LORD 
thy God 
harlz 

C1J11l11ll111tf~tf 
tl 

n 

zee .... 
Drmcronorm· 5:16 

Making peace in my family 
By Ernest Standerfer The world r ewards selfish d e -

Focal·passage: Genesis 13:1-2, 5-
18 

God made us so unique that the 
best of us will not always see t hings 
the same way. God didn't make us 
to be alike, but to relate to one an
other_ in love and respect. Abraham 
stands as a lasting ·example of one 
who knew how to bring peace to a 
family. We must learn from him. 

When Abra ham received God's 
dramatic call, he gathered his fami
ly and possessions and journeyed in 
faith. Wherever Abraham went he 
lived with an awareness of God. (See 
12:7-8, 13:4 ,18. ) The last verse in 
this study (v. 18) speaks of two sym
bols that reflect ed Abraham's faith 
and journey - his tent and his al
tru-. He was ready to ... respond to God 
and to worship God. 

Because Abraham focused on his 
relationship to God, he couldn't ig
nore the problem with Lot. He knew 
tha t living in unresolved t ension 
wcmld only get worse. Abraham had 
always been a godly influence on 
Lot. His graciou sness flowed from 
his faith in God and led him to t ake 
the initiative in solving their prob-

. lem. He was generous in giving Lot 
the choice and in accepting Lot's de- · 
ClSlOn. 

Lot looked only to ''fea ther his 
nes t." How it affected .Abraham 
didn' t m a tte r . How t rue a re the 
words of Scripture. People who want 
.to get rich fall into temptation and a 
tFap and into many fooli sh and 
harmful· desires that plunge men into 
ruin and destruction (I Timothy 6:9). 

cisions that seek to gain person
al· advantage- study Lot's life . 

P eople reveal their true selves by 
the choices they make. Many people 
try a lifestyle t hat disregards God 
becau se it seems fas h ion able or 
trendy. Lot h ad a great opportunity 
t o become a m a n of God a s h e 
walked with Abraham, but we don't 
read of Lot calling on the Lord. Lot 
looked toward Sodom (v. 10); then 
he moved toward Sodom (vv. 11-12). 
Even though h e surely knew that 
the mfW. of S'odom were wicked and 
were s inning greatly aga ins t t h e 
LORD (v. 13), he moved into Sodom 
(14:12). 

God rewards the sincere deci
sions that seek to honor Him -
study Abraham's life. 

Abraham b elieveP. God would 
care for him whatever area of land 
he h ad, and He did. God will honor 
our faith and take care of us what
ever degree of prosperity we experi-
ence. , 

Are you confronting some c:l-Loices 
that have the potential f<'L conflict 
in your family? What can you do to 
make your family life more peac'eful 
and productive for all member s? 

Examine your attitude. 
Re member s ome of the wor d s 

from Dorothy Law Nolte's work, 
"Children Learn What They Live." If 
a child lives with cr itici'sm , h e 
learns to condemn. If a child lives 
wit h hostility, he learn s to fight. If a 
chil'd lives with en couragement, he 
learns confidence. If a child lives 
with praise, he learns to appreciat e. 

Be generous to family mem-

Jl!~7 ~ J 
h er s, as God has b een gen e rou s 
to you. 

God hasn't responded to us as we 
dese rve, but because He loves us. 
One has said, "A generous man for
gets wh at he gives and remembers 
what he receives." 

Pray consis
tently for family 
members . 

Pray for the m 
not only when there 
is some difficult is 
sue to resolve, but 
when th ings are go-
in g well. Give spe- STANDERFER 
cial thanks , if a p -
propr ia t e , for your mother on h er 
special day this Sunday. 

Tak e t h e in itiative to make 
things right. . 

If th ere are unresolved issues in 
your fa mily, t ake t he firs t step to 
make it right. 

-Remember the Bible says , "Be 
kindly a ffectioned on e t o another 
with brotherly love, in h onor prefer
ring one another" (Romans 12:10). 

Leonardo De Vinci supposedly de
fined an ar ch a s two weaknesses 
that, when they lean on each other, 
create str ength. We each h ave 
weaknesses, but when we lean on 
each other with a foundation in the 
Lord, strength stronger than either 
individual will result. 0 - Stander
fer is interim pastor of Edgefield Bap
tist Church, Nashville. 

Trwst God against overwhelming opposition 
By Joe Brooks 

Lesson Passage: I Kings 18:20-26, 
36-39 

His name is David and he's sur
prised I h~ven't returned his call. 
David is an unknown telemarketer 
for the Mumbo Jumbo Debt Consoli
dation Service. He dialogs wit h m y 
answering machine sever al times a 
week. 

He can bring us out of credit card 
perdition, he can. He can give us a 
low-low-low fixed annual rate, h e 
can. He can pull debt -cra zed people 
back into sanity, he can. If we wan
na get outta debt, all we gotta do is 
make that call. Mumbo Jumbo will 
take care of the rest. 

Mama didn't raise no fool. I'm not 
smart, but when smart people talk, I 
lis ten. My wife says smart people 
use credit cards like a check and pay 
them off every month. Smart is as 
smart does, so th at's wh at we do. 

Why do temptations "seize" us, (I 
Corinthians 10:13), often unaware? 
Why don't temptations come just af
t er we've ha d t he most wonderful 
experience with t he Lord? Why are 
temptations so tempting? 

That's w hat Elijah mu s t have 
been asking. 

Elijah faced one of the wor s t 
temptations possible. He believed, .. I 
a m the only one of the LORD·s 
prophets left~ (v. 22). One is always 
a lonely number. One lonely prophet 
can ei th er proclaim or pout when 

· he's alone. That's much like the 
choices one lonely Christia n b as 
when he's faced with ovenvhelming 
opposition. 

Pointed Challenge (vv. 20-21) 
Mt. Carmel must have been love

ly t hat time of year . A carpet e d 
J ezreel Valley nuzzles against 
wooded hills. Elijah saw people wa
vering between two opinions. The 
Baal worshipers danced on one foot, 
then , on the other - call it "The 
Waver Da nce." Like their worship 
practices, Baal worshipers wavered 
bet ween loving God and Baal. All 
bad t hings must come to an end, so 
Elijah made the waver dance r s 
leave. 

Elijah wrestled wit h "principali
t ies a nd power s a nd ruler s of the 
darkness of this world" (Ephesians 
6:12). His prayer meetings pitted 

the gods of Baal 
with t h e God who 
a n swere d by fi r e . 
Elij ah saw th at one 
God plus one believ
ing prophet i s 
gre a t er than 450 
Baal prophets. The 
God who answers by 

BROOKS fi r e ans wered his 
prayer. 

Personal Courage (vv. 22-26) 
Elijah's challe nge pitted God 

a gains t the Baal worshiper s' god. 
They danced (v. 26>, they shouted Cv. 
26), and they cut themselves (v. 28>. 
They believed their god could defeat 
any other god. Elijah believed that 
there was only on e God , J eh ovah 
God. 

The New In te rna t ion al Ve rsion 
records the name of the LORD 1 capi
tal letters I 6,455 times. Elijah called 
on God's creative, powerful. and re
de mptive natur e. Elijah's. cou rage 

11!.0 / 1 J 
was based on God's wonderful track 
record. Wha t God had done in the 
past , He could do again. 

Tom atoes are fille d wi th vita
mins, a nd courageous Chris tians a re 
'filled wit h th e knowledge of God's 
nature a nd name. P aul constantly 
prayed for his churches. His prayer 
for Colossee was that they would be 
."strengthened with all power accord
ing to his glorious might so that you 
may have great endurance and pa
tience" (Colossians 1:11). 

When we are strengthened with 
Gods' power, we can faee strong op
position from those around us much 
more patiently. 

P r ayerful Commitment (vv. 36-
39) 

Elijah's prayers were as multi-di
mensional as his faith. H e prayed 
that God would ma nifest Himself 
physically by burning the wood. He 
prayed for a menta l a nswer wh en 
they turned their hearts back to God 
Cv. 37 J. People cried out '"The LORD 
- H e is God!" Cv. 39), thus revealing 
the spiritua l answer . 

"Do n o t be deceived," Paul 
warne d in Galatian~ 6:7-8 ... God 
cannot be mocked . A man reap 
what he sow ... Plants re:.ult in fruit, 
~lief re.;:,ults in behavior. and wor· 
ship reflect our life:>Lyle. Commit
ted Cbri:,tian:s can. even today, face 
opposition m re....-pon~ ·o lheir fru n 
.J - Broo~ s IS pasto,. of Big Spr ng 
Bapbst ChurCh Cle'le,and. 
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+ White Hall Baptist 
Church, Trenton, dedicated 
its new facilities Apri113. 

+ Rock of Hope Baptist 
Church, Brighton, has 
ch ange d its n a m e to Hope 
Community Church, 
Brighton. 

+ New Salem Baptist 
Church, Mason Hall, will 
host the Florida Boys Quartet 
May 22 at 7 p.m. For more in
formation, call Mickey Hanks, 
pastor , at (131) 673-4171. 

+ Shelby Forest Baptist 
Church, Millington, will hold 
revival May 11-14. Phil Glis
son, evangelist of Memphis, 
will speak. 

+ Bluegrass Baptist 
Church, Hendersonville, 
will serve June 8-13 in Smyr
na, renovating homes and do
ing other missions work. 

Belmont to ltosf 
ASC IJaslcetiJall 
tournament 
For-Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Belmont 
University will host the At
lantic Sun Conference men's · . . 

basketball tournament in 
2004. The tournament w,ill 
be held at the school!s new 
Curb Event Center. The 
winner of the championship 
will receive a bid to the 
NCAA Tournament. The 
2004 event will be the first 
time an Atlantic Sun Cham
pionship will be played in 
Tennessee. · · 

"Given all the great 
schools in the Atlantic Sun 
Conference and the cities 
that they represent, it is an 
honor for Belmont Universi
ty in Nashville to be chosen 
to host the A-SUn men's 
basketball championship," 
said Robert C. Fishel,', presi
dent. "It will be a special 
treat for us to. do so in t4e 
inaugural season. of our new 
Curb Event Center. It will 
be a great showcase for both 
Belmont University and the 
Atlantic Sun Confey;ence." 

The eight-team event will 
take place over three days 
in March 2004, with a total 
of seven games played -
four quarterfinals on March 
4, two semifinals on March 
5, and the championship 
game on March 6. 

Belmont is currently 
competing in its second sea
son in the ASC. The Bruins 
earned a bid to the men's 
basketball championship in 
each of its first two seasons 
of league play, and finished 
17-12 last season and 12-4 
in ASC play. 

The new Curb Event 
Center will seat 5,000 peo
ple. 0 

+ Springfield Baptist 
Church, Springfield, will 
serve in Des Moines, Iowa, this 
sum mer to support th e Ten
nessee/Iowa Baptist Partner
ship. 

+ ~helby Avenue Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will hold 
i ts Commun ity Give-Away 
May 17 from 10 a .m. - 1 p.m. 
The church , wh ich usu a lly 
holds th e event twice a year, 
gives away clothing and house
hold items. For more informa
tion, call th e church at (615) 
227-2961. 

+ Delano Baptist 
Church, Etowah, will hold. 
revival May 18-21. Morris An
derson , evan gelis t of 
Maryville, will speak. 

+ Audubon Park Baptist 
Church, Memphis, has re
cently opened a room equipped 
with exe.rcise equipment. 

+ West Hills Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, will do 
missions work through Ap
palachian Outreach, Jefferson 
City, June 15-19. Appalachian 
Outreach is a ministry of Car
son-Newman College. 

+ The youth of North 
.. Etowah Baptist Church, 

Etowah, will serve in Mobile, 
Ala. , this summer doing mis
sions work. 

·• Central Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, will 
do construction and other mis
sions work in Jacksonville, Ill. , 
June 7-14 to h elp a church 
there. 

+ Union Grove Baptist 
Church, Beech Bluff, will 
serve in Creston, Iowa, where 
members will work on a 
church facility. ·The project is 
being done to support the Ten
nessee/Iowa Baptist Pa rtner
.ship. 

· + First Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, will s erve in 
Robertson County Baptist As
sociation, based in Springfield, ' 
this summer doing missions 
work. 

+ Rocky Valley Baptist 
Church, Lebanon, will hold 
revival May 10-13. Morris An
derson, evangelis t of Mary
ville, will s peak. 

+ The School of Religion of 
Belmont University, Nash
ville, led by Steven H . Simpler, 
dean recently honored stu
dents at the school's annual 
awards cer emony . The s tu
dents from Tennessee who 
were honored follow - Anna 
Cleveland of Murfreesboro, 
Landis and John D. Freeman 
Chr istian Leadership Award; 
Jared Vaughn of Franklin, 
Tabor Ministerial Award; Ja
cob Fentress of Greenbrier, 
Outstanding Greek Scholar 
Award ; Eva Bennett of 
Nash ville, Helen C. Tullock 
Scholarship Award; Rebecca 
Hollis of Mt. Juliet , Roy A. 

MEMBERS OF CEDAR FORD Baptist Church, Luttrell, pray during the recent installation of 
to announce the 170th.anniversary of the church. The congregation, wl)ich was the first Ba 
gregation organized in Union County, is celebrating during the entire year with the main ol 
on Aug. 28. For more information, contact the church at (865) 992-0216. 

Helton Outstanding Student and Naomi Cunningham En- + Fellowship 
Award; Laura Rosser of dowed scholarship in honor of Church, Sharon, h: 
Knoxville, Charles F. Tread- her parents who were resi- Billy Hicks as pastm 
way Award ; and Rebecca dents of Texas from 1947 until + Firs t Baptist 
Hollis of Mt. Juliet, Biblical their deaths. Iron City, commissio 
Languages Minor Recognition. + Firs t Baptist Church , ley and Katie FranJ 

+ The Admissions Office of Saltillo, has called Doyle Neal 27. They a "Fe going 
Carson-Newman College, of Lexington as pastor. Neal is Mrica where they wiJ 
Jefferson City, will hold its in- retired· director of missions, missionaries. 
augural Transfer Student Re- Beech River Bap.tist Associa- - /...,.-+ Brian Wilson 
ception May 15 m the college's tion, based in LeXington. . . calted ~s minister c 
Maddox Student Activities + Phil Beck lias been -:~-:youtn; Ninth Stree 
·C.enter from 6-'8 p.m. The re-- called as associate minister 9!;? C.bw..'£h, Erwin: 
ception will he for students worship, Hermitage Hills Bap~~' · ft'ourtney Jo 
who have eompleted two-year tist Church, Old Hickory. - ·_ b'·e·en called as associ: 
degrees or ?re considering relo-
cation to C-N from another + Elim Baptist Church, .. :-ter,_~t Hills Baptif 
school. Deadline for. reserva- Ripley , has called J... _;.V.v~~~~itle, effective 
tions is May 13. Those inter- Reeves as pastor. He formerly J one5- will gradu: 
ested in attending should con- was interim pastor of the -Prin~""ton Theologi~ 
tact Amy Humphrey at (865) church. Reeves is retired pas- nary, Princeton, N.J., 
4 71-3223, 1-800-678-9061 , or tor,. Sm-yrna Baptist Church, + Irby Stanley 
ahumphrey@cn.edu. . Covmgton. calle'd as pastor of c: 

+.Smyrna Baptist Church, minis tration, First 
Covington, has called James Church, Clarksville. 
"Hutch" Hutcheson as music ly he was on the 

+ First Baptist Church, Pu
laski, called David Neal a s 
minister · of music/s enior 
adults, effective April 21. Neal 
prev-iously was· a minister of 
First Baptist Church, Hills
boro, and New Vision Fellow
ship, Manchester. 

+ Lance apd Brandon 
Barnard were ordained as 
deacons by New Salem Baptist 
Church, Tazewell, recently. 
Steve Barnard i s pas tor. 
George Walker, grandfather 
of Lance and Brandon, 
preached the sermon at the or
dination s,ervice. And their 
mother presented ordination 
certificates to them. 

· + Frances C. Petry, a 
member of Colonial Baptist 
Church, Memphis, has funded 
an endowed scholarship at 
Baptist-affiliated Hardin-Sim
mons University , Abilene, 
Texas. Petry, a graduate of the 
school, gave the gift to benefit 
students at the school's Logs
don School of Theology who are 
preparing for a minis try in 
missions. She is a 1957 summa 

~ 

cum laude graduate of HSU. 
Petry established the Arthur 

director. Baptist Church, H 
+ Nickey McMinn has 

been called as pastor of 
Laneview 'Baptist Church, 
Trenton. 

+ Roy Pendergrass has 
been called as pastor of Muddy 
Creek Baptist Church, Hill. He 
formerly was pastor· of West 
Hills Baptist Church, Jones
borough. 

Miss. He is a 1IT~iOU1a: 
dle Tennessee State 
ty, Murfreesboro, , ... y,.,... 
western Baptist 
Seminary, Ft. W 
He has served ch 
ministration, adult 
and senior adult · 
as chaplain for the 
of Southern M~·~ 1o.u:•·c• 

tiesburg. 

MEMBERS OF the Scott Terry Royal Ambassador C 
Glenwood Baptist Church, Nashville, visit the police stal 
Nashville Police Department. The RAs helped an officet 
his birthday by bringing him a cake and brought food to' 
es. Participating are, from left, Loren Judkins; Stephet 
Katie Hiller,· David Hiller, leader; and Samantha Scott. 


