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Board “dissolves’ relationship with church

By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — In a special called
meeting of the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Board May 30, board mem-
bers voted unanimously to “dissolve” its
relationship with Glendale Baptist
Church in Nashville.

The Baptist and Reflector reported Jan.
29 that Glendale had called a lesbian min-
ister (April Baker) as associate pastor
with responsibilities related primarily to
children and families in May of 2002.

The special meeting was called specifi-
cally to address the Glendale matter. No
other business was discussed.

In presenting the recommendation
from the Executive Board, Executive Com-
mittee chairman Jack Robinson of Forest
Hills Baptist Church, Nashville, noted it
had been passed unanimously by the com-
mittee and that Glendale Baptist Church
was in agreement with the wording of the
recommendation.

The recommendation read:

“In light of our different visions of
faith and practice, and after much prayer
and dialogue with the leadership of Glen-
dale Baptist Church, the Executive
Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion acts to dissolve its relationship with

trance and the “hiding wall.”
The club had a back entrance
for customers not wishing to be
seen entering the club and a
wall at the back of the building
behind which people could hide
from family members or
friends trying to locate them.
Of course, some of the folks
who asked the questions were
joking, said Young, who knows is
many of the community’s resi- added.

WAGEY YOUNG, left, director of the Mission Center, stands with
‘David Acres. director of missions, Big Emory Baptist Asscciation,
who led in the development of the center.

which I, as

dents because she grew up
here. But others may have
been seeking information
about the center, she added.
Former 27 Club customers
probably have
visited the Mis-
sion Center seek-
ing help, said
Young. And that
fine,

Glendale Baptist Church.”
Shares journey

Executive Board President Laurann
Whetham of Corryton Baptist Church, Cor-
ryton, shared the journey that led to the
called meeting. She told board members
that after learning of Glendale’s action in
January she realized “with a sinking feeling
that this was an issue
Executive
Board president, would
probably have to deal with
in some way or another.”

Whetham referred to a
statement by TBC Execu-
tive Director James Porch
in the Jan. 29 article
about Glendale’s action:

“According to Baptist
polity, each Baptist church is autonomous.
Accordingly, decisions by Baptist churches
are entirely autonomous actions. A
church’s decision, however, to employ a

WHETHAM

~ staff member whose sexual orientation is

contrary to biblical teaching would not be
in harmony with the principles of the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention.”

Earlier this spring Whetham appointed
a special subcommittee to address the
Glendale issue. The members included

TBC President Ronnie Wilburn of Mem-
phis; Donna Cardwell, Nashville; Leonard

she

Young of Liberty Church.

Markham, Hendersonville; James Viar.
Cookeville; Tonda Strong, Kingsport: Mike
Boyd, Knoxville; and William Seale. Mor-
ristown. Whetham also appointed two past
presidents of the Executive Board (Paul
Durham of Nashville and Michael Smith of
Murfreesboro) to serve as consultants.
“Throughout this whole experience to-
gether, these committee members and
consultants have grappled with the diffi-
cult questions that arise when dealing

~with ideas and behaviors that step outside

the established boundaries of our Baptist
faith and practice,” Whetham told board
members during her report.

“One of the most challenging issues
goes to the old saying, ‘love the sinner,
hate the sin.” In this instance it was, ‘how
do we communicate love to the church and
at the same time communicate disagree-
ment with their actions? ” She noted the
pastors on the committee also had to deal
with the issue of “autonomy of the local
church in very real and practical terms.”

‘Whetham assured board members that
the committee was always “aware of the
deep need for everything we did to be
bathed in prayers from beginning to end,
seeking not just a good answer, but the
correct way that we knew the Lord had for
this to be done.”

— See Board, page 3

sociation turns Wartburg bar info Mission Center

“We'd rather help somebody
than to not help somebody and
them go hungry and not hear
the news of Jesus,” said Young,

who i1s a North American Mis-

sion Board semester mission-
ary assigned to the center.
Transformation
Big Emory Baptist Associa-
— See Association, page 6

-

DAVID LAYMANCE, /eft, MFSSIOH Center volunteer of Liberty Baptist Church
Wartburg, helps a girl buy an item at a recent yard sale held by the center. Looking
on are volunteers, from left, Peggy McPeters of Pleasant Ridge Missionary Baphtist
Church, Wartburg; Mrs. Hartford of a Seventh Day Adventist church; and Nancy
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Porch recovering

from knee surgery
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — James
Porch, executive director/trea-
surer of the Tennessee Baptist
Convention, is recovering at
home following knee replace-
ment surgery on both knees May
20.

Porch reported the surgery
went well and that he is feeling
stronger each day.

“I appreciate all the prayers
that have been lifted up on my
behalf before, during, and after
my surgery,” Porch said.

He attended the special called
meeting of the TBC Executive
Board on May 30, but will not be
back in the office on a regular
basis until later this month. OJ

Boy Scouts face

challenge in
Philadelphia

Baptist Press

PHILADELPHIA — One of
the nation’s largest Boy Scouts
councils is openly defying the
national organization’s policy on
homosexual troop leaders, and
apparently could be booted if its
policy remains unchanged.

The board of the Philadel-
phia-based Cradle of Liberty
Council, which claims it is the
third-largest scouting council in
America with 87,000 members,
recently voted to add the phrase
“sexual orientation” to its policy
of nondiscrimination, according
to The Philadelphia Inquirer.

Knowingly enlisting homosex-
ual troop leaders would violate
the policy of the Boy Scouts of
America, which in 2000 won a
Supreme Court case allowing it
to bar homosexuals from becom-
ing troop leaders.

The story about the Cradle of
Liberty Council broke just as the
Boy Scouts were gearing up for
their national meeting in
Philadelphia May 29-31. Gregg
Shields, national spokesperson
for the Boy Scouts of America,
told Baptist Press there had
been “some misunderstanding”
about the Cradle of Liberty
Council and its position and that
the two parties had already met
to discuss the matter.

“We need to better under-
stand the local council’s posi-
tion,” he said.

But Shields said the Boy
Scouts’ policy will not change
and is held for good reason.
There is no large movement to
change the policy, he said, not-
ing that the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica national board has “over-
whelmingly voted to retain our
current policies as recently as
February 2002.” The Cradle of
Liberty Council did not submit a
resolution at the national meet-
ing asking for a change of policy,
Shields added.

Polls also have shown that
parents of scouts “overwhelm-
ingly agree with our policy,”

national / state news

By Ashley Haygood
Baptist Press

COLLIERVILLE — One
church in West Tennessee is
working to meet medical needs
in [raq by assembling kits that
will help improve the health of
thousands of Iraqgi families.

First Baptist Church here
has a goal of shipping 14,400
kits to Kuwait City in late
June. The kits will include
everyday items — from chil-
dren’s multi-vitamins to Band-
Aids, toothbrushes to shampoo,
and even dishtowels — at a cost
of around $40 each.

Those kits will take 30 days
to arrive by sea. An initial ship-
ment of 1,800 kits will be air
freighted to Kuwait City for a
trial run of the distribution
process before the others arrive.
- “Nothing in the boxes will
cure the problems of an Iragi
family,” said Rusty Griffin,
executive administrator of Med-
ical Missions Response, an inde-

......

pendent nonprofit missions or-
ganizatinn based in Culli&rville

‘God-sized’ Iraq medical proiocl
First Baptist, Collierville, fo seek pc

hopefully it will open the door to
longer relationships that will al-
low MMR to bring in medical
clinics and supplies that will
have a long-term effect.”

This relief effort hopes to es-
tablish and build ties between
healthcare professionals in
America and Iragq.

Medical Missions Response
uses “medical expertise as a
way of opening doors,” Griffin
said. MMR usually works in
countries that are closed to tra-
ditional missionaries, so med-
ical aid is another way of gain-
ing access to help people.

The kits will not be passed
on to big relief organizations for
mass distribution either. “Un-
like many relief efforts, these
kits will be hand-delivered, in-.
dividually, to Iraqi families by
Arab Christians,” said Ken
Carver, missions committee
chairman at First Baptist.

The 2,100-member Ten-
nessee Baptist church was not
sure at first if it could handle a
project that called for more
than 14 000 kits at a cost of $40
each. |
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Shields said. Nationally, he said,
the Scouts have about 5 million
members and the numbers are
“staying high.”

“The traditional American
family is our role model, and a
homosexual would not be a role
model for those values,” Shields
said. -

Is it possible the Philadelphia
council could be booted from the
organization?

“We'll have to deal with the
situation as it becomes more
clear,” Shields said. “But let me
say this: No council is permitted
to depart from the national poli-
cy.” 0

Fewer American
households tithe

Religion News Service

WASHINGTON — The por-
tion of American households
that tithe, or give one-tenth of
their income, to their church
dropped from 8 percent in 2001
to 3 percent in 2002, Barna Re-
search Group reports.

The Ventura, Calif.-based
marketing research firm found
that groups with the highest
proportion of tithers were people
ages 55 or older, college gradu-
ates, Republicans, Southerners,
conservatives, middle-income in-
dividuals, evangelicals, and
those who attend mainline
Protestant churches.

Those least likely to tithe in-
cluded Hispanics, liberals,
Catholics, parents who home-
school their children, Midwest-
erners, those not registered to
vote or registered as indepen-
dents, and households earning
less than $20,000 and without a
head of household who graduat-

ed from college.

George Barna, president of

Barna Research Group, attrib-

“uted the 62 percent drop in the

proportion of tithers to a range
of reasons.

has either diminished their
household income or led to con-
cerns about their financial secu-
rity,” he said in a statement.

- “For others the nation’s politi-
cal condition, in terms of terror-
ism and the war in ... Iraq, has
raised their level of caution. The
scandals involving Catholic
priests last year reduced some
people’s confidence in church
leaders and, consequently, re-
duced their giving as well.”

The data is based on a nation-
wide telephone survey of 1,010
adults 1in late January and early
February, which has a margin of
error of plus or minus 3.2 per-
centage points. (O

State lawmakers
OK “choose life’

[ ]
license plates
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Legislators
approved a bill during the last
session of the 103rd Tennessee
General Assembly which will al-
low a specialty license plate
called “Choose Life,” according
to a report published June 1 in
The Tennessean.

Proceeds from the plate
would benefit New Life Re-
sources, an anti-abortion group,
and 47 agencies which would
help give women choices in crisis
pregnancies, according to Bobbie
Patray of Tennessee Eagle Fo-

Rivers:

_?-_13§ggw
“For some, the soft economy
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cia Knox
and Reflector

JENTWOOD — A deaf
t from Oklahoma and a
of Seoul, Korea, are
| the more than 50 stu-
’] yisgionaries who will
'. n Tennessee this sum-
he students attended a
r missions orientation
| =30 at the Baptist Cen-
Wi i
year’s team includes
Bge-age summer mis-
‘es with eight Innova-
a0 are college-age stu-
working in a secular
le serving at least 10
rer week in ministry,
ree Sojourners, who

a1 school juniors or seniors.

.al of 13 supervisors will lead the
8 across the state in 10 ministry
ad in 24 additional sites where
BC travel teams with five mem-

| ng student summer missionaries
Deaf, internationals to serve in Tennessee

JENNIFER DIXON a deaf student summer mission-
ary from- Oklahoma visits with Brian Sims, pastor of
Brentwood Deaf Baptist Church, where she will serve
this summer. — Photos by Marcia Knox

lar church schedule on Sunday.

The Deaf Day Camp, named Summer-
Sign, is for 6-17 year-old deaf children
and children of deaf parents, who have a

KOHEAN STUDENT Ujay Kang is
welcomed to the Baptist Center in
Brentwood by Beverly Smothers, TBC
Missions Mobilization strategic min-
Istries specialist. Kang will minister at
Camp Agape near the Ocoee River.

Camp Agape around the resort area to
witness to the tourists while teaching
evangelism and Bible studies. v

Tennessee features

| Pasfors fo wrife

S$S commentaries
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Pastors Danny
Singuefield and Poly Rouse have been
selected to write Sunday School com-
mentaries for the June-August quarter.
| Rouse, pastor of Hermitage Hills

Baptist Church, Hermitage, since Au-
' gust of 2000, will write the Family
Bible series.

Prior to coming to Hermitage Hills,
Rouse served as as- |
' sociate pastor for
| ministry coordina-
| tion at First Baptist
' Church, Fort Laud-
. erdale, Fla.
| Rouse holds a
| masters degree in re-
ligious education and
a doctorate of educa-
tional ministry from
Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Sem-
inary, Fort Worth,
Texas. He and his

+h will serve.

First deaf missionary
ifer Dixon, a student at Okla-

state University in Oklahoma
kla., is the first deaf person to
S a summer missionary in Ten-
She will minister this summer at

»od Baptist Deaf Church here and
K with Pastor Brian Sims.

2 came to Brentwood by request
verly Smothers, Missions Mobi-

Strategic Ministries specialist,
7 Dixon listed on the NAMB sum-

sionaries list,

-ions had a chance,” Smothers

|

1 :at Nashville State Technical

ity College in the Sign and In-
g program, will work six days a

r 10 weeks, according to Sims’
af Day Camp runs five days a
onday-Friday from 9-5 p.m., and
lent missionaries will also work

Deaf Church, which has a regu-

abbed her before the other state

:
!
|
| W
| ..

o along with Angela Scruggs, a

variety of faiths including Muslims,
Catholics, and Jehovah's Witnesses. This
year the camp maximum is 28, The Deaf
Church promoted the camp, which in-
cludes a swimming program at Maryland
Farms YMCA pool, through schools’ deaf
education programs. This is its seventh
year in operation,

“The main emphasis of the deaf day
camp 1s communication, because 85 per-
cent of parents who have deaf children do
not sign.” said Sims. “Deaf children have
no communication in the summer, be-
cause they are not in school.”

The curriculum includes teaching deaf
individuals, drug prevention, how to la-
bel feelings, how to remain a child when
your parents are deaf, recreation, and
creative movement.

Korean missionary

Ujay Kang, a native of Seoul, Korea
and a senior at Indiana University,
Bloomington, Indiana, will be supervis-
ing children in grades 6-12 during sum-
mer camp at Camp Agape near the Ocoee
River.

Kang will be leading children from

“I feel that God called me to Camp |

Agape, because I feel this is something
that I need and somewhere that I can
serve,” said Kang. “I prayed about it, and
this position came to my attention.

“I wanted to work in organizing Bible
study, and I wanted to learn more about
using Bible study as a tool.”

Kang is the only student summer mis-
sionary from an international country
who attended the missions orientation.
In addition to Kang, a Korean student
and a Japanese student will also serve in

Tennessee. There are also other student
missionaries from 15 different states in-

cluding Tennessee.

Making up this year’s Tennessee Sum-
mer Missions Orientation (TSMO) team
were Melanie Allen, Evangelism Strate-
gies ministry assistant; Bruce Edwards,
Church Growth Strategies Youth Min-
istries specialist; Stacey Murphree, Col-
legiate Ministries ministry assistant;
Carlene Robinson, Church Growth Youth
ministry assistant, Jennifer Peery, Colle-
giate Ministries ministry specialist, and

. field, pastor of Faith
‘Baptist

wife, Julie, have

three sons: Dustin,

Drew, and Daniel.
Danny Sinque-

Church, SINGUEF!ELD_
Bartlett will write
the Explore the Bible series. He has
served as pastor of Faith Baptist
Church, Bartlett, since 1994

A native Tennessean, Sinquefield

holds the master of divinity degree |
from New Orleans (La.) Baptist Theo- |
logical Seminary and the doctor of |

. ministry degree from Southern Baptist

Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.
He has been active in Shelby Bap- |
tist Association and the Tennessee
Baptist Convention. He is a trustee of
Union University and is a former
chairman of the TBC Committee on
Committees. He is currently president

. of the TBC Pastors’ Conference.

He and his wife, Rhonda, have

' three sons: Jonathan, Joshua, and
. Joseph. O
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+ incorrectly, any action
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he steps outlined in
¢ 18:15-17: “And if your
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te; if he histens to you,
» won your brother. But
s not listen to you, take
70 more with you, so that

mnhnfm or three wit-
ery fact may be con-

he.mfusesmtisten

to them, tell it to the church; and
if he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax-gatherer.”

Whetham told board mem-
bers they knew the church had
already “refused the advice of
others”™ and had chosen not to
terminate the staff member in
question.

“We felt the only option for us
at this time was to seek some
means of separating.the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention from
them and their actions.”

A meeting was arranged by
Durham for Whetham and two
of the committee members
(Cardwell and Markham) to
meet with representatives of
Glendale on May 23, Whetham
said. At the last minute Card-
well was unable to attend.

Prior to the meeting with
Glendale, Whetham said she
had “a clear idea of what need-
ed to be said, but a not so clear
direction of how to position it.”

Thanks to prayers from her-
self and others, she acknowl-
edged, she awoke the next day
“rested, filled with great joy.

and the assurance that the
much-desired miracle had al-
ready taken place.

“I also knew exactly what I
needed to say and how I needed
to position my remarks.”

At the meeting Whetham
shared with the Glendale group,
which included the lesbian min-
ister, why i1t was necessary to
seek some action of separation.

Whetham said the best case
scenario for the Executive Board
would be for Glendale to simply
leave the TBC.

“They had a dilemma with
that scenario. In reality, most of
their members who did not
agree with the church’s action
had already left the church.
There were some, however, who
supported the action but would
find it impossible to vote to
leave the convention,” she told
the board. .

“Their best case scenario was
for us to vote them out, and they
would go quietly. Where once
they had appreciated the atten-
tion of the press, they now found
it not to be positive and wanted
to avoid it if possible.”

Smothers as team leader. 7}

ard ‘dissolves’ relationship with church ...

It was apparent both sides
agreed on a separation,
Whetham said. The TBC group
left and worked that afternoon
on the wording of what would be-
come the recommendation to the
Executive Board. The statement
was faxed to Glendale and was
later approved by the church.

Whetham said a special
meeting of the Executive Board
was called because “our convic-
tion was that this should be
done as quickly as possible to
avoid word leaking to the press
prematurely.”

Board members had limited
questions following her report.
In response to one question, con-
vention attorney Randle Davis
clarified that Glendale would no
longer be able to seat messen-
gers at the convention and
would no longer be represented
“in any of our documentation.”

Church issues statement

Following Whetham's report,
board members were given a
copy of Glendale’s response.

“We at Glendale Baptist
Church appreciate the prayer
and dialogue with representa-

tives of the Executive Board of
the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion and accept the decision of
the Executive Board to dissolve
our relationship. May God’s
blessing be with us all as we
continue to see God's work in
the world and join in that work.”

The Baptist and Reflector
was asked to pass the state-
ments of the Executive Board
and Glendale to Baptist Press.
The handout requested that any
inquiries about the release
should be directed to the presi-
dent of the TBC Executive
Board.

Porch responds

After the meeting TBC Exec-
ative Director James Porch told
the Baptist and Reflector that
“today’s action was appropnate,
essential, and sufficient 1n a
true Christian context

“This proved to be an oppor-
tunity for the Executive Board
to demonstrate its Christian
maturity and spiritual wisdom,”
Porch said.

“The membership of the
board has been found faithful,
he concluded. 7}
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about
letters to
the editor

The editor is not bound to
print all letters that are submit-
ted for publication. No letters will
be published that contain known
factual errors. It is the responsi-
bility of the individual submitting
the letter to meet guidelines. No-
tification of the failure to meet
guidelines is not the responsibili-
ty of the Baptist and Reflector.
Letters:

» Should deal with issues
relevant to Tennessee Baptists
and should not deal with person-
alities or attack people.

» Must not be libelous or po-
tentially libelous.

» Should be 300 words or
less.

» Must not be “form” or open
letters.

» Will be accepted from writ-
ers once in a three-month peri-
od.

» Should be clearly marked
they are intended for publica-
tion.

» Be signed and include ad-
dress and phone number. Faxed
letters are accepted, but must
be signed. Letters that are
emailed should be followed with
a signed, mailed, or faxed copy.

Thanks for DR

I am a retired Southern
Baptist missionary from North
Brazil where we used many re-
lief projects to reach the total
man. As a result of these proj-
ects and the preaching of the
gospel we now have seven
churches reaching the lost in
that rural area.

Tears came to my eyes as
we received Baptist men
(many who are World Chang-
ers) from Knoxville with large
saws to cut up huge trees,
some over 100 years old, on
our small farm soon after a
tornado twisted through our
property. They were very
skilled and professional.

Words cannot express the
appreciation of our family for
their volunteer services. We
would never have been able to
pay them for their work. We
thank Tennessee Baptists for
their Disaster Relief efforts
and especially the Knoxville
Baptist men who encouraged
us to keep the faith in this cri-
S1S.

Clara Lynn Williams
Jackson 38305

Defining creedal

[ respect the position articu-
lated so well by Thom Tapp in
his letter to the Baptist and
Reflector in the May 7 issue.
I'm thankful for Bro. Tapp’s
own stated commitment to the
biblical doctrines mentioned in
“his letter. I also understand
his concerns regarding the ef-
fect that the departure of some
missionaries from their areas
of ministries will have on the

local populace. I am, however,
troubled by his understanding
of Baptist history and the
BF&M in particular. Bro. Tapp
said “Being required to sign
the affirmation makes the
BF&M a creed, and Baptists
are not a creedal denomina-
tion.” This statement is histori-
cally inaccurate and confusing
at best.

First, he said “Being re-
quired to sign the affirmation
makes the BF&M a creed.”
However, the affixation of a
signature does not transform a
Statement of Faith into a
creed. A consultation of a dic-
tionary shows that the defini-
tion of “creed” is: (1) “a brief
statement of religious belief;
confession of faith,” (2) “a spe-
cific statement of this kind, ac-
cepted by a church,” (3) “a

' statement of belief, principles,

or opinions on any subject.”

Clearly, the terms “creed”
and “Confession or Statement
of Faith” are synonymous.
Simply invoking the word
“creed” is not sufficient reason
to oppose the required signing
of the BF&M by our interna-
tional missionaries. While it is
true that some Baptists in his-
tory have opposed “creeds,”
they were not distinguishing
between “creeds” and “state-
ments of faith.” They were
equally opposed to both!

According to Greg Wills, as-
sociate professor of church his-
tory-at Southern Seminary,
“Both defenders of confessions
and their opponents have used
the two terms interchange-
ably.”

Former president of the
SBC (1921-1924) and The
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary (1899-1928), E. Y.

Mullins clearly understood this

in his 1921 essay “Baptists and
Creeds” when he wrote, “prop-
erly understood a creed with
Baptists means simply what
we believe. Creed and confes-
sion of faith mean the same
thing.” :

Bro. Tapp also wrote, “Bap-
tists are not a creedal denomi-
nation.” Again, I believe he is
wrongly defining a creed as
something imposed on others
by coercion. However, even giv-
en that definition of creeds, the
above statement is still wrong.
Yes, some Baptists have op-
posed creeds and Statements
of Faith. The most notable
Baptist with this view was the
first SBC president William B.
Johnson; however Johnson’s
position has never been the
dominant position among Bap-
tists.

Those opposed to creeds or
statements of faith have found
themselves not in the main-
stream Baptist position but on
the fringe, a minority position.
Just consider this, why has the
convention’s oldest seminary
(SBTS, and I think, the other
five as well) always required
its teachers to sign its original
doctrinal statement (The Ab-
stract of Principles)? Are our
seminaries not Baptist? If they

are, then why do they “coerce”
their faculty to sign a “creed?”
Again, E.Y. Mullins was very
clear on this point in his afore-
mentioned essay when he
wrote the following:

“Baptists have always in-
sisted upon their right to de-
clare their beliefs in a definite,
formal way, and to protect ... ."

Baptists have both the right
as well as a sacred responsibil-
ity to protect themselves by re-
quiring a signed affirmation of
the BF&M by its missionaries.
It is not coercion. It is not un-
baptistic. It is a way to guard
and ensure that “certain great
truths” will be taught in Ten-
nessee and throughout the
world.

Steve Weaver, pastor
West Broadway Baptist
Church, Lenoir City 37771

Who hurts more?

Who hurts the cause of
Christ more? Is it missionaries
who have served faithfully for
years only to have the “rules”
changed in the middle of the
game? Or is it the IMB leader-
ship who unabashedly lied to
missionaries, telling them they
would not have to sign the re-
vised BF&M but then firing
those who didn’t.

Some may be glad these
missionaries have been fired,
reasoning that the firing will
help make the IMB “pure.” But
some of these missionaries
worked for decades, and these
“rules” were changed in the
middle of the game. Even those
who eondone the rule change
should see that asking people
— hired under one set of
guidelines — to go against

_their consciences or forfeit

their jobs and pensions is an
unspeakable injustice. This ac-
tion was wrong, wrong, wrong.

When I was in high school, I
read George Orwell’s 1984. 1
never dreamed that rather
than my government it would
be my denomination that
would turn out to be “Big
Brother,” the coercive adminis-
tration that tolerates no dis-
sent and manipulates the
truth to suit its purpose.

-Baptists are in yet another
“financial support” dilemma.
The IMB said they had to dis-
pose of the missionaries so peo-
ple could feel safe about finan-
cially supporting the IMB. But
now, how can one financially
support the remaining mis-
sionaries without also support-
ing the IMB? I suppose the
IMB is counting on the fact
that most Southern Baptists
would not want to hurt contin-
uing mission work by with-
holding funds. Thus, the IMB
1s using the “good will” of the
masses to cover-up their de-
testable action.

Edmond Burke said, “The

only thing necessary for evil to
triumph is that good [people]
do nothing.” Are we as Bap-
tists going to do nothing? Or
are we going to lift our voices
in loud protest to this outra-
geous and evil injustice?

letters to the editor

Maybe our protest will do

nothing. But I would rather be

guilty of failing than guilty of
not trying.

Brad Bull

Knoxville 37921

Applauds drillers

In our American Christian
culture where style and image
are often more prominent than
substance and integrity, I ap-
plaud the leadership and work
of Cathy Odum, regional Bible
Drill coordinator for the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention.

There is nothing more im-
portant than our Christian
young people having a proper
knowledge and understanding
of God’s Word.

While it is Important for
students to understand the
current culture and the impor-
tance of Christian morality in
it, may we all realize that
morality and behavior which is
not built upon the Word of God
is often short-sighted and
mostly human-centered. “How
firm a foundation, ye saints of
the Lord, is laid for your faith
in His excellent Word!” )

Todd Brady
Jackson 38305

Church scam

The old adage, “If it seems
ton good to be true, it probably -
is,” 1s a good rule of thumb for =
churches .as well as individu-
als.

Recently our church

(Stevens Street Baptist m“,;hnesmchurch plants.
Cookeville) received an email

from a wealthy woman in
Nigeria that was dying from
cancer and wanted to give the -
church a large sum of money.

We contacted her and her
lawyer and began discussions.
We were later informed she
had passed away and the
lawyer said she had left the
church in her will. After fur-
ther correspondences the Min-
istry of Finance from Nigeria
sent an email for us to come to
Nigeria to receive the money.

We called the lawyer repre-
senting the estate and he
agreed to represent us and
sign the documents needed.

The Nigerian Ministry of Fi-
nance also informed us that
fees were needed to send the
money. The fees were $3,100
and they were to be sent by
Western Union. Up until that
point no mention was made of
sending money.

This raised red flags and af-
ter several calls to the FBI and
Secret Service we discovered
that Nigeria is notorious for fi-
nancial scams of individuals,
churches, and businesses. In
fact, we were told that the
scam industry is the second
leading money making indus-
try in the entire country.

We discovered the scam be-
fore we sent any money. Many
do not. This and similar scams
brings in more than $100 mil-
lion annually to the country of
Nigeria. The reason I share
this episode in the life of our
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Lonnie Wilkey, Et!iinr

vaduation has been a key
. at my household in recent
wy 8. As I mentioned in a pre-
w8 column my daughter
Ji na graduated in May from
- sehonl'
.'_ | addltlpn to her graduation
¢ wmnony I attended another
-y aation service which in-
I d children of several fami-
Yol (S,

I heard the names called
A +h graduate I reflected on
- I have known, some of
for nearly their entire

w
st of those kids have been
+q | in Christian homes and
¢x »een involved in church all
off lives. I know they have
=4 grounded in moral values
1 ave been taught the im-
rmce of hard work. No
i they will do well in what-
s areer path they choose.
one on this earth knows
e e 2003 graduating class
1 [ we.

+ graduates | saw walk off
li i heir diplomas will join
poel mnds of others all across

]'Wﬂ 2 h
By Bill Northcott

~ivw weeks ago, I brought
t-i» lawn mowers. We have
a riding mower and one

sh. My wife uses the rid-

z 71 wer! I changed the oil, re-
the spark plugs and
a fuel filter in the riding
. Both cranked without
el 2ch trouble. However,

- e

this land. A good number will
go on to college and perhaps
graduate school. Out of the
2003 class there will be lawyers,
doctors, judges, business execu-
tives, pastors and church staff
members, and people in proba-
bly every profession imaginable.

There will be those who do
not go to college, but instead
will choose a trade and excel.

Some, quite frankly, will fall
victim to drugs and alcohol and
will never see their 30th birth-
day.

But on graduation day, they
basically are all starting on a
level playing field. Sure, there
are some who come from
wealthy families who will have
an easier time, but when all is
said and done, most will have to
“make it” on their own abilities,
talents, and will to succeed.

On the flip side, however, are
those rare people who start life
as multi-millionaires thanks to
major shoe/clothing manufac-
turers such as Nike, Reebok,
and others.

These teenagers don’t have
to worry about whether they
will have enough financial aid
to go to college, or if they have
money to repair the car that is
falling apart. Because they
have been blessed with excep-
tional talent to play a sport,
usually basketball, they will
have all the money they will

when Sandra (wife) began mow-
ing with the riding mower, she
complained about it being hard
to steer. In response to her
struggle, 1 brought out the old
grease gun. I located the front

.wheel spindles and applied a

couple of shots of grease. Wow,
it handled like a new machine.
Wouldn't it be great if the
problems in our churches could
be identified and resolved that
easily. Deacons and pastor not
getting along — a couple of
shots of grease! Conflict over
contemporary versus traditional
worship — a couple of shots of
grease! Attendance in Sunday

ever need and then some.

One of those in the 2003
graduating class is a young man
from Akron, Ohio, named
LaBron James.

James is a basketball player
and a very good one. Some say
he is the next Michael Jordan.

James will bypass college
and go straight to the National
Basketball Association where
he is expected to sign a three-
year, $13 million contract with
the Cleveland Cavaliers.

In addition, he has reported-
ly signed a $90 million deal
with Nike to promote their
shoes and other products.

James represents both posi-
tive and negative aspects of our
society today.

On the positive side, he has
been blessed by God with a re-
markable ability to play basket-
ball. From reports I have read
he is a “good” kid. That is en-
couraging because for the past
few years he has been told by
countless people how good he is
and how he deserves all the
riches he has gained at such at
early age.

On the negative side, society
is telling this young man that
all he has to do to be rich and
successful in life is to be able to
jump higher and shoot a basket-
ball better than anyone else.
When all is said and done, bas-
ketball is a game. Something is

Duldn’t it be great if conflicts could

School and worship slipping — a
couple of shots of grease! A con-
stant critic, a gossiper, the
church grouch, the back stabber
— no problem, a couple of shots
of grease!

If only it were that easy.

The reality is that when we
wrestle with problems in our
churches, we are dealing not
with machines, but people —
people in relationships; people
with different values, people
with different perspectives, dif-
ferent gifts, ad infinitum.

How in the world do we man-
age/lead our congregations to be
on mission and in the service of

dnorml / 0,}11:101]

hoe manufacturer sends wrong message to teens

wrong with societal values when
an 18-year-old who has never
played a minute in the NBA is
given more than $100 million
from a variety of sources while
teachers, policemen, firemen,
clergy, and others who make
valuable contributions to society
often struggle financially.

My prayer is that the 2003
graduates and those who will
graduate in the years ahead

will know that people like
LaBron James are the excep-
tions, not the rule
more than athletic ability

More importantly, ultimate
success 18 having a relationship
with Jesus Christ.

Our society would be better
off if we stressed the relation-
ship with Christ more than we
do with throwing a basketball
into a hoop. 0

Hui‘t‘rh.ﬂ i:w

TBC board makes correct call

Last week was a first for me
in my 15 years of employment
with the Baptist and Reflector.

It was the first time I have
been in a meeting which dealt
with the action of a church.

Autonomy is a “sacred cow”
among Southern Baptists. We
cannot and should not tell other
churches what to do.

Yet, last week the Executive
Board of the Tennessee Baptist
Convention had to deal with a
church that, in my opinion,
crossed the boundary of what is
acceptable to Christian beliefs
(see story on page 1).

The board voted unanimous-
ly to dissolve its relationship
with Glendale Baptist Church,
a congregation that last year
added a lesbian minister to its
staff.

The board acted in good faith
and in a manner dictated by

Scripture. Members of the board
met with leaders of the church
and concluded there needed to
be a parting of the ways.

During the Executive Board
meeting, there was no name
calling or rock throwing. It was
done unanimously in a manner
that had to please God.

The board’s action means
that Glendale is no longer a Ten-
nessee Baptist church. The con-
vention will not accept gifts from
the church or seat its messen-
gers. The relationship is over.

Many Tennessee Baptists
have voiced opposition to what
Glendale Baptist did and so
have I. Now 1s the time to fol-
low the lead of the Executive
Board. We don't need to throw
rocks at Glendale. Rather we
should continue to lift the
church up in prayer. 0 — Lon-
nie Wilkey

be solved with grease?

God’s kingdom? The problem is
complicated by the fact that
most Southern/Tennessee Bap-
tists pastors don’t stay in one
church long enough to build the
kind of trust it takes to
pastor/lead the people.

My wife is not only a “good
mower,” she is a pretty smart
lady.

Her formula for ministerial
success in the church is this: (1)
Love your people; (2) Listen to
them; (3) Learn from them; and
(4) Lead them.

One other important thing.
Let’s not forget, nor discount,
the supernatural oil of the Holy

Spirit. Church health is all
about healthy relationships —
our relationship with God (Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit) and
His word, our relationship with
the brethren, and our relation-
ship with the world.

I am excited about the poten-
tial of renewed and deepened re-
lationships between the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention staff
and Tennessee Baptist churches
in reaching our state for Christ
and creating an environment in
which Christians can grow into
Christlikeness. 7 — Northcott is
leader of the TBC Leadership De-
velopment Group.

> ep children busy this summer with nature, ice cream, and more

[ & =

| €arelyn R. Tomlin

1
Hl n the end of May to the
=2 alf of June, life will
i for students in grades K-
‘18 time may not mean
2 | o adults, but ask the stu-
28 For children, it's summer
k¢ 0 time,
I yarents, what are your
1 yr the summer? Research
¢ that unless children con-
¥ he skills learned during
“ 200l year, over 30% of
W sdge may be lost. This
v before the kids com-

plain of “nothing to do” or spend
hours glued to the “flickering
blue tube,” determine to make
some changes. Instead, teach
your children about our interest-
ing earth God created. Involve
them in exciting and imagina-
tive activities. Try these free or
inexpensive ideas for young chil-
dren and vou'll make this a
summer to remember.

(1) Sun Tea. On a hot day,
add four tea bags to a one-quart
glass jar of cold water. Place jar
in the hot sun and allow to sit
about four or five hours. Say:
“God made the plant that gives
us tea.”

(2) Clover Chain. Find a
patch of clover nearby and gath-
er long stems. Tie the stems to
the next head to form a neck-
lace, or use a long chain for

measuring. Mention that bees
gather nectar from clover to
make honey. Say: “Thank you
God for insects that help us.”

(3) Fragrance Bouquet. Gath-
er wild flowers to add a pleasant
scent to indoor space. Or, strip
the leaves from the stems and
hang upside down in a dark,
well-vented room for a dried
bouquet. Allow to dry, then
place in a small basket. Wild
roses, honeysuckle, and wild
phlox make a pleasing aroma.

(4) Play Store. Save discarded
food containers and boxes for a
“play store” under the trees. Add
a lemonade stand for thirsty
friends.

(5) Cardboard Box Building.
Use appliance boxes for make-
believe. Construct buildings or
make vehicles. Painting is an-

other option. With colored chalk,
crayons, or water-based paint,
allow the artist within to
emerge.

(6) Water Paint. Using large
paintbrushes and a bucket of
water, encourage water painting
on sidewalks.

(7) Rock Collection. One of
the interesting things about
rocks is the vast variety that
can be found. Plan for safekeep-
ing and organization. Search for
different ones as yvou travel.
Purchase an inexpensive book
on rock identification.

(8) Fossil Search. Teach chil-
dren observational skilis by
looking for rocks. Check creek
beds, ditches, and ravines. Use
this time to talk about the inter-
esting world God created.

(9) Ice Cream. Use a favonte

ice cream recipe. Fill a quart jar
with the mixture and place in a
larger container filled with ice.
Rotate the jar until the ice
cream freezes.

(10) Fruit Pops. Freeze fruit
juice in plastic holders for a nu-
tritious snack in hot weather

(11) Read, read, and read!
Books are the keys that unlock
knowledge. Frequent your
church library. Set an example
Read as a family.

So when there’s nothing to do,
try some of these ideas. Parents
can make summer activities fun
for children, yet continue the
akills learned in school. Plus,
you'll be teaching about the
world God created. 7 — Tomiin is

a writer from Jackson where her
husband. Matt, is pastor of Ward's
Grove Baptist Church.
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— Continued from page 1

tion, based in Harriman, devel-
oped the Mission Center after
taking over the Able to Cope
Crisis Center of Wartburg last
summer, explained David Acres,
director of missions of the asso-
ciation. The crisis center was
opened in 1992 by several Wart-
burg churches and then operat-
ed by members of the Seventh
Day Adventist church. Last year
when the church was no longer
able to offer the ministry, it con-
tacted the association, said
Acres.

The association operated the
ministry from a very small
storefront building. Acres and
Richard Lewelling, associate di-
rector of missions, led it until
August 2002 when Young was
hired as director. She was an
answer to prayer, Acres said.
Young had worked as a semes-
ter missionary at a Baptist
Center in Charleston, S.C., for
two and a half years. She had
been either an Acteen Activator
or Activator leader for 10 years.
And she is a native of Wart-
burg.

But ministry at the down-
town center was very difficult
because of its cramped space.
Then Young and Acres learned
about the vacant 27 Club build-
ing. The owner was considering
renting the building to someone
who wanted to open another
bar. But the owner rented the
building to the association.

Acres said volunteers of the
association’s churches renovat-
ed the building along with pris-
oners on work release. Local
businesses including Morgan
Professional Hardware of Wart-
burg helped by giving materi-
als. The association and volun-
teers gave money to fund the
renovation. Also people who
gave to the crisis center helped.
The Mission Center opened at
its new location March 10.

Helping people

Young said her time away

from the area helped her see it

Nashville man with arhflcml hip |omts completes half-mara

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Bruce Gust
learned a little about himself
and a lot about God’s grace by
the time he crossed the finish
line of Nashville’s Country Mu-
sic Half-Marathon in under 2.5
hours.

Three years ago, doctors told
Gust, 39, regional operations
trainer for LifeWay Christian
Resources of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, he needed dou-
ble-hip replacement surgery.

But the nine-year Marine
veteran was afraid surgery
would cost him the physical
strength he had sustained since
leaving the military. However,
when a friend noticed a limp
and Gust’s knees began to hurt,
he finally saw an orthopedist
and learned that his left hip
was deteriorating.

The diagnosis: osteoarthritis,

and its residents with new un-
derstanding.

Morgan County is mostly
rural and a “very, very poor
county,” she said, which has a
“huge amount of need.” So
many young people choose to
remain and work in local facto-
ries rather than go to college,
she explained. But little enter-
prise is located in the county.

One measure of the need is
that a majority of residents re-
ceive food stamps from the gov-
ernment, she noted.

Another sign of the need is
the fact that the clientele of the
Mission Center has quickly in-
creased. At its old location the
center began serving people by
helping about four families a
month. At that time it was open
only one day a week. Last
month the center served 25
families, said Young. The Mis-
sion Center is open on Mondays
and Thursdays.

She admitted at times the
needs are overwhelming. She
and Acres have developed an
Advisory Council to help them
direct the ministry. One of the
council members who also is a
volunteer is David Laymance of
Liberty Baptist Church, Wart-
burg.

One volunteer

Laymance is retired from the
U.S. Army where he served for
19 years. He returned home to
Wartburg and began working
at a rock quarry in the business
area of the company. Then Lay-
mance had an accident which
left him paralyzed and with few
prospects for walking again.

That was seven months ago
and Laymance not only walks,
but mows the lawn of the Mis-
sion Center. He also serves as
admissions director of the cen-
ter. He learned about the cen-
ter from his son, Jonathan, who
has served as a volunteer.

Laymance said he enjoys the
work and has found he can ap-
ply many of the skills he used
as a supervisor of soldiers such

which Gust knew existed in his
family health history. But a rela-
tive’s joint-replacement surgery
had left her physically impaired,
and Gust feared surgery would
dramatically alter his lifestyle.

“I thought it would be easier
to stick with and work through
the pain that existed rather
than risk what could be,” Gust
explained.

But consistent doctor visits,
physical training and proper
nutrition solved nothing. The
pain continued to increase until
Stewart Smith, an orthopedic
physician with Tennessee Or-
thopedic Alliance, told Gust
surgery appeared inevitable.
Still, he refused to accept his
doctor’s counsel.

In addition to continuing
physical training as a means of
healing, Gust’s prayer life in-
tensified — involving not only
extended individual prayer ses-

. plans to open a Christ-

as financial and marital coun-
seling.

“]I don’t do it (counseling)
here, but I can understand,” he
said.

“People tell him everything.
He’s a great listener. I don’t
know what I'd do without him,”
said Young.

Laymance has become an ac-
tive member of his church since
becoming involved at the cen-
ter. He said his physical abili-
ties, although accompanied by
some pain, are “just a miracle.”
They are due to “a lot of people
praying,” said Laymance.

Approaches

Young said her experience at
Charleston Outreach prepared
her for this ministry. Yet in
this kind of work, it is always a
struggle to avoid trying to be all
things to all people, she ex-
plained.

She hopes to help people
help themselves. For instance,
she plans to provide classes to
help clients put their thoughts
on paper. Then they will be led
to try to work out their own
problems.

Young plans to offer par-
enting, budgeting, cleaning,
and cooking/nutrition classes.
She has already enlisted

— Tennessee features ~

Association turns Wartbhurg bar into Mission ...

received funds from Southern
Baptists’ Appalachian Regional
Ministry, the Golden Offering
for Tennessee Missions, and the
North American Mission
Board’s World Hunger Fund.
Also much of Young's salary is
funded by NAMB.

Young told of a family the
center helped recently. A high
school special education stu-
dent was identified by a

center to use.

Brenda Melton of
Fairview Baptist
Church, Lancing, to
teach a parenting class.
Melton works for Fami-
lies First, the welfare
program of Tennessee.
To help the many
needy women, Young

ian Women’s Job Corps
center, a ministry of
Woman’s Missionary
Union which provides
life skills to women.
Besides local Baptists
and people of other de-
nominations who sup-
port the center, several
Baptist entities are
helping fund it, said

Acres. The center has tion.

BRUCE GUST heads to the
finish line of a half-marathon.

sions, but also prayer with his
pastor, deacons, and the congre-
gation at his church, New Hope
Baptist Church in Hermitage.
But his pain continued to

g

CENTER VOLUNTEERS Nancy Young, left, of Lfberty Bapf 5t
Wartburg, and Peggy McPeters of Pleasant Ridge
Church, Wartburg, prepare some clothes given to the c:enrer for

grow and his prayers appeared
unanswered. _
When Gust and his wife at-

tended a class at Baptist Hospi-

tal to learn more about hip-re-
placement surgery, he noticed a
distinct age and fitness differ-
ence between himself and oth-
ers in the class. That’s when he
finally agreed to the surgery
and decided the procedure
would not slow him down — de-
spite the odds.

Gust endured two surgeries,
one on each hip, and missed
work over a six-week period.
“LifeWay was great in working
with me through this time,” he
said. “I feel lucky to work for an
employer that stands behind its
employees during situations
like mine.”

Physical therapy began al-
most immediately after the
surgeries, and Gust quickly
healed and regained the physi-

STACE Y YOUNG, dfrecror of the association's Mfssran
stands by some chairs which were used by the bar and lei}

teacher as needing he
told Young about the
His wife, Paulette, g
identified the need
learned the student’s ¢
ent was dying of Par
disease and they did
any food.

The center “has jus |
Godsend and every {
turn around we realiz
said Acres. 4

cal freedom he had ""
maintain.

“God did heal
“He just used a

Gust registered for )
26 Country Mu 1€
Marathon as a pers
goal. The nrthnpe
his participation, but 1 ::"3
a follow-up visit shorth
the race. .

Running with his frie
pastor, Raymond Vogtne
finished with a time of 2
His pastor fmmh&d
faster.

He felt fine aﬁer
“a little sore, but I
that.” g

All who face join
ment surgery do nOfr‘
results, Gust ack kﬁ 4
“Knowing that confirms
God alone who healéd
my strength or ¢ el _
he said. J B
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Tennessee ftea

fures

. Left behind’ Tennessean enjoys new ministry in lowa

Y _onnie Wilkgy
" stist and Rellector

"' SOUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa
With a sly grin, Bryan Wat-
likes to tell people he came
wwa with a missions team
" n Central Baptist Church,
" intain City, in Knoxville,

N they left him behind.

= reality, he returned home

a the group, packed, and

s came back when he accept-

pomtmn as youth and
n’s minister at Ridge-

,..-Bapt:st Church here.

‘®atson, a former youth
(1 .ster with three churches
ii sennessee (First Baptist,
.=, 8boro, and Ebenezer and
% =on Baptist in Knoxville),
w in between positions and
W/ @ volunteer youth worker
p= wentral Church when he
1+ o them on the trip.

% he talked with Pastor
Il Wills at Ridgecrest the
% | »f them discussed Watson
joo, ag the staff as youth and
5’1 | wen's minister,

- dgecrest arranged for
™ on to have a salary and a
1.0 = to live in, he noted. “The

) worked it all out. He took
ﬂ aat Of ever}rthmg and opened

Hi pors.”

o

youth minister,” Wills said.

“We got together, showed
him the needs, and prayed
about it,” the pastor continued.

“Bryan knew the Lord
showed him this was the place
for him,” Wills added.

Watson noted he has al-
ways been interested in mis-
sions. “I felt the Lord moving
me to the pioneer field,” he re-
lated.

And lIowa is just that.
Ridgecrest is the only South-
ern Baptist church in Council
Bluffs, a city of about 60,000
people.

“Towa’s slogan is ‘Fields of
Opportunities,” ” Watson said.
“That is definitely true.”

In addition to getting the
youth and children’s programs
up and running at Ridgecrest,
Watson also is helping to start
a youth ministry in nearby
Underwood, a town with no
church at all.

Ridgecrest is renovating an
old garage in Underwood into
a teenager center called “The
Station,” which is within walk-
ing distance of the schools
there, Watson said. The center
in Underwood is being spon-
sored by a Tennessee Baptist
church — Riverview in Clin-

THOUGH NO longer living in Knoxville, Bryan Watson is still a
diehard University of Tennessee fan as evidenced by the UT memo-
rabilia he proudly displays in his office at Ridgecrest Baptist Church
in Council Bluffs, lowa.

The place will provide a
place for teenagers to “hang
out” while giving him an op-
portunity to build relation-
ships which hopefully will lead
them into church, he said.

The ultimate goal, Watson
added, is to have a church in
Underwood in the not to dis-
tant future.

The Clinton native and Car-
son-Newman graduate has
found a new home in Iowa.

“I love it here;” he said, not-
ing that the move had to be
of God because he has not
been “homesick.”

One adjustment he has had
to make 1s not having fellow
youth workers to visit and
share ideas with.

Ridgecrest 1s a rarity in
Iowa — a church with more
than one minister.

“l stick out,” Watson ac-

"e had been praying for a

¢ » 1 <aptist and Reflector

"RRDOVA — Leawood East Baptist
!l 1#h here was constituted during a

A 1] ul service May 18.
F ‘'stor Kenny Bruce brought the
Bnu ing message entitled “Formed

)
b <

L E ]

ton, he added.

for God’s Family.”

The new congregation began as a vi-
sion of Leawood Baptist Church, Mem-
phis, in 1997 when it purchased 32
acres on Houston Levee Road in Cordo-

va.
After the land was paid off, site

PASTOR KENNY
BRUCE and his wife,
Jeanie, present their re-
quest for their member-
ship to be officially
moved from Leawood
Baptist Church, Mem-
phis, to Leawood East
Baptist Church, Cordo-
va. BELOW, the facility
of Leawood East Baptist
Church was completed

in April of 2002.

knowledged.

1Iacl\mmcl East Baptist constitutes in Cordova

preparation for the building began in
2000.

The first service at the church was
held in September of 2001 in a confer-
ence center located a short distance
from the building site.

By the time the building was com-
pleted in April of last year, the congre-
gation was averaging approximately
200 people.

During the following year the con-
gregation has continued to grow and is
now averaging 323 in Sunday School
with more than 400 in morning wor-
ship.

During the service, Frank Lawrence,
a member of Leawood Baptist since
1969 gave his testimony.

“Those that have gone before us
were once where we are today,” he ob-
served.

“They built our mother church by
working, not for man, but for the Lord.
They worked hard with all their hearts
to bring us to this day in the life of our
church,” he said.

He credited the vision of the Lea-
wood East campus of Leawood Baptist
to former pastor Tommy Vinson and
Bruce.

Jerry L. Glisson, pastor emeritus of
Leawood Baptist, was present. He af-
firmed the work of Leawood East and
praised God for what He is doing
through this mimstry.

At the close of the service, led by
Bruce and his wife, Jeanie, 292 mem-
bers came forward bringing a card re-
questing that their membership be offi-
cially moved from the mother church
(Leawood) to Leawood East. The char-
ter will be left open for one month.

Greg Spears, missions strategist for
Shelby Baptist Association, led in the
constitution prayer for Leawood East. 0

“In Knoxville 1 had friends
who were youth pastors. |
don't have that here. The clos-
est youth minister to me 1s two
hours away.”

Yet, he said he does not
have time “to be lonely.” In ad-
dition to his work with youth
and children and the ministry

endeavor in Underwood, Wat-
son is involved in helping to
renovate a building at Ridge-
crest into Sunday School
space.

Another adjustment has
been working with youth who
have not grown up “Baptist.”

While youth are basically
the same anywhere, the differ-
ence in lowa is their church
background, Watson said.

“Most of the youth in
Knoxville had grown up
around a Baptist church.

That’s not true here. We spend
a lot of time working on the
basics of Christianity,” he ob-
served.

After nearly a year in Coun-
cil Bluffs, Watson knows he
made the right decision to
leave East Tennessee, a place
he still loves and holds dear to
his heart.

“I came here to do missions
and ended up with a new min-
istry.” O

Madison church

honors Williamsons
For Baptist and Reflector

MADISON — f’aqtnr Bill Wi]liamann

and and his wife, Jacky,

concluded 41 |

years of service at Neely's Bend Baptist |
Church here on May 4.

During the service deacon officers
Laurence Cameron and Gene Menees
gave tribute to Williamson. He was |
named pastor emeritus. Carl Duck, re- |
tired director of missions for Nashville
Baptist Association, and current DOM
Jim Freedman participated in the ser-

vice.

BILL & JACKY WILLIAMSON

The church presented a certificate of
apprematwn to Jacky Williamson for
her service as Sunday School teacher,

' WMU director, and historian.

The church also presented the couple

- with a monetary gift and a “retirement

quilt” signed by church members.

During a

reception for the

Williamsons, many past and present
members attended, including some of
the 800 he baptized and the pulpit com-
mittee which called him to the church
41 years ago.

Williamson will continue to serve as
part-time recreation director for NBA
and is avzilable for part-time mumstry
He can be reached at (615) 868-2248. 7




#

Page 8 / B&R / June 4, 2003

B GIFTS AND OTHER INCOME
Cooperative Program:
Designated to SBC/TBC institutions

Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions

Other Special Gifts
Total Gifts

TOTAL RECEIPTS

W ALLOCATIONS

i Executive Board Ministries
Evangelism/Missions Strategies Group
Christian Growth Development Group
Church Staff Leadership Group
Missions Awareness and Mobilization Group
Administrative Services Group
Executive Leadership Group

Total Executive Board Ministries

i Convention Operations
Baptist & Reflector

Church Annuity Plan

TBC Conference Centers
TBC Meeting & Committees
TBC Audits

Total Convention Operations

0 Christian Education
Belmont University
Carson-Newman College
Union University
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy
Historical Archives
CRYV Scholarships
Total Christian Education

0 Christian Services

Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes

Tennessee Baptist Foundation |
Total Christian Services

i SBC Gifts
International Missions
North American Missions
Six Seminaries
SBC Operating
Annuity Board
World Hunger
Other SBC Gifts

Total SBC Gifts

B Other Special Gifis

American Bible Society

Tennessee Drug Awareness Council

Churches in Michigan

Disaster Relief

Other Special Gifts
Total Other Special Gifts
Total Gifts Allocation

i Other Income Allocation -
TOTAL ALLOCATIONS

CP/Designated gifts from the Tenn. Baptist Foundation

Nov. 1, 2002 - April 30, 2003

Cooperative : I!mmﬁd

Program

17,067,069.82

Lottie Moon Offering for International Missions
Annie Armstrong Offering for N. American Mlssmns

159,498.29

17,226,568.11

Other Income (Annuity Bd., NAMB, LifeWay, Conference
Centers, interest, reﬁmds B&R advs./subscriptions)

17,226,568.11

SBC

828,776.92
7,483,556.86
1,433,174.96

8,472.59

9,753,981.33

9,753,981.33

1,078,194.53
1,173,489.03
538,227.62
779,150.46
1,176,818.99
382,659.13
5,128,539.77

194,012.91
496,190.05
70,140.82
182,067.94
41,686.25

0.00

984,097.97

1,160,132.97
1,160,182.97
1,160,132.97
227,660.66
6,947.71
34,738.55
3,749,745.83

125,961.95

611,169.52
167,090.07
904,221.54

3,229,981.50

1,259,692.79
1,311,372.49
148,579.15
51,679.70

458,657.37
6.459,963.00

0.00
17,226,568.11

17,226,568.11

0.00

0.00

0.00

7,805,993.07
1,687,407.78
66,682.84
7,567.07
2,6563.13
260,388.70
23,388.74

9,753,981.33

0.00

9,753,981.33

9,753,981.33

Treasurer’s Report Second Quarter

; mgnamd

861,765.54

545,923.27
10,787.02
237,613.37

Total

17,067,069.82
1,690,542.46
7.483,556.86
1,433,174.96
545,923.27
178,757.90
237,613.37

1,656,089.20

1,835,164.51

+ 28,636,638.64

1,835,164.51

3,491,253.71

345,112.40
43,066.81
30,5627.81
92,774.91
112,298.21
20,145.60
643,925.74

3,041.45
8,980.98
1,094.92
3,306.60
777.11
17,701.06

19,474.35
139,010.25
168,277.80

23,904.29

133.13
632.04
351,431.86

27,492.21
374,944.11
2,980.85
405,417.17

0.00

400.00
18,193.80
0.00
50,277.69
168,741.88
237,613.37
1,656,089.20

1,835,164.51
3,491,253.71

30,471,803.15

1,423,306.93
1,216,555.84
568,755.43
871,925.37
1,289,117.20
402,804.73
5,772,465.51

197,554.36
505,171.03
71,235.74
185,374.54
42,463.36
1,001,799.03

g 1,179,607.32
1,299,143.22
1,328,410.77

251,564.95
7,080.84
35,370.59
4,101,177.69

153,454.16
986,113.63
170,070.92
1,309,638.71

11,035,974.57
2,847,100.57
1,377,955.33
156,146.22
54,332.83
260,388.70
482,046.11
16,213,944.33

400.00
18,193.80
0.00
50,277.69
168,741.88
237,613.37
28,636,638.64

1,835,164.51
30,471,803.15
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veks addresses

pnomic concerns
sn News Office

ACKSON — “The inclina-
of Chﬁstians to give is go-
ap,” in spite of the current
gomic downturn, according
fichael W. Weeks, president
a¢ Southern Baptist Foun-

| on,
"‘he joy for
l as Chris-
18 = is that
w-:. know
Im‘se money
1|| it'ﬂ God's
Jﬁy* ‘he

=eks com-
= came at
1n Univer-
1 " annual Heritage Society
| 7eon. The Heritage Society
4 organization of individuals
save included Union Uni-
so| Ly in their estate plans.
s serves as chairman of
“1's board of trustees.

eks instructed listeners to
af ose attention to the devel-
| at of the Chinese economy
o4 e of its increasing effect
o S. markets. Many prod-
={row sold in America bear
Aade in China” label be-
wages there are 1/18 the
average, he said.

ording to Weeks, this pre-
1| difficulties in the short-
{ but the long-term effect of
{1 with that country will be

WEEKS

| Doctor of Educational
Ministry

| Doctor of Education
| in Leadership
|

A lot about the ministry
as changed in the last ten
1 rars. New challenges. New
i 1ethods. New opportunities.
on't get left in the past.
Upgrade vour education.
~you're ready. Southern
| 2minary’s School of Leader-
i rip and Church Minisry is
e place for you. Offering
-lll'ﬂ’.' different doctoral

to push China toward a capital-
i1st economy. Wages would in-
crease 1n a capitalist China, and
Americans would benefit from
the resulting balance in produc-
tion costs, said Weeks. 7

Country song
dropped because

of ‘too much Jesus’
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Daron Nor-
wood’s song, “In God We Trust,”
made it to some mainstream
country playlists and briefly en-
joyed status as the most re-
quested song before radio exec-
utives started dropping the
song because it contains the
name of Jesus.

“WSM [in Nashville] played
the song for two days when it
first came out and said it was
their most requested song,” said
Mike Borchetta, president of
Lofton Creek Records, the label
that signed Norwood. “Then
they stopped playing it and said
it was too long. I said, ‘Too
long?’ and they said, ‘Well, it's
got too much Jesus in it.””

KWNR, a country station in
Las Vegas, was another station
that began to play the song and
then dropped it.

“It was the most requested
song for 10 days in a row, and
then they said it had too much
religious content,” Borchetta
told Baptist Press.

Leadership and Church Ministry

'IT'STIME TO

programs, one Internet-
enhanced, Southern Seminary
has the degree to meet your
ministry needs for lndm and
the future.

Quit living in the past. It's
time to prepare for the future.
To find out more, call

1-800-626-5525 or check
us out on the Internet;
www.sbts.edu.

e Southern Baptist Theological Seminar)

nc;lr.t

The song's lyrics begin,
“Take His prayers from the
schoolhouse, His name off the
dollar bill. Take His name out
of the pledge ‘cause you don’t
think He's real. You got every
right to be wrong, but give me
my rights too. Be yourself, but
leave well enough alone.” Then
the chorus follows, “If there's no
Jesus, tell me who died for us?
If there's no Father, why do I
feel His love? If there's no heav-
en, tell me where do mamas go?
It's more than just a name we
choose to love. It's in God we
trust.”

Borchetta, who ran Curb
Records for seven years and
first signed country star Tim
McGraw, put Norwood’s “In God
We Trust” on par with two
country acts that have enjoyed
success and endured controver-
sy over patriotic songs in the
past year. He likened Norwood’s
song to Toby Keith’s “The Angry
American” and Darryl Worley’s
“Have You Forgotten?” both
written in response to the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, in
testifying to the strength of
America.

Another such song, Alan
Jackson's “Where Were You
When the World Stopped Turn-
ing?” contains the lyrics, “I
know Jesus and I talk to God,
and I remember this from when
I was young: faith, hope and
love are some good things He
gave us, and the greatest is
love.” Jackson’s song, also writ-
ten in response to Sept. 11, has
been widely played since its re-
lease and has avoided the con-
troversy buffeting Norwood.

The “In God We Trust” rejec-
tion gained national attention
on May 30 as a featured news
item discussed by syndicated
talk show host Glenn Beck, who
is broadcast on more than 125
affiliates in the United States.

Borchetta said Norwood and
the record label will not back
down and change the lyrics in
order to get airtime. He said he
plans another big push of the
song around the Fourth of
July. 0

Vancouver chosen
for NAMB focus

Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — An
international city known as a
North American gateway for
Asian immigrants — Vancou-
ver, British Columbia — has
been chosen as the next site
for the North American Mis-
sion Board's Strategic Focus
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City outreach effort

Southern Baptists will work
in partnership with the Canadi-
an Convention of Southern
Baptists and churches of the
Capilano Baptist Association to
provide hundreds of volunteers
and other resources for a vari-
ety of church planting, evange-
lism, and other ministry pro-

jects. Preparation for the effort

will begin this yvear, with the
primary implementation phase
set for 2006, 7

Teen sex study
underscores need

for parents’ role
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — A recent re-
port showing that nearly one in
five young teenagers has had
sex highlights the need for in-
creased parental involvement in
their children’s lives, an expert
who helped found the “True
Love Waits” abstinence cam-
paign said.

The report by the Natmnal
Campaign to Prevent Teen
Pregnancy found that 18-19 per-
cent of teens age 14 or younger
have had sex and that only 30
percent of parents of sexually
active 14-vear-olds believe their
child had engaged in sex.

Richard Ross, a spokesper-
son for the True Love Waits ab-
stinence campaign, said the re-
port . under-
scores the need
for parental in-
volvement in
teens’ lives,
Ross is profes-
sor of student
ministry at
Southwestern
Baptist Theo-
logical Semi-
nary in Fort Worth, Texas.

“Far too many parents are
hoping their words and perhaps
their example will be enough to
positively shape the sexual be-
havior of their kids,” Ross said.
“They hope this even while they
neglect any kind of relationship
with those middle-schoolers. Ca-
reer advancement, adult social
lives, failing marriages, and a
host of other preoccupations leave
the kids stone cold empty inside.”

Often, those teens will “ig-

ROSS

nore the instruction” of their

parents and try to fill an emo-
tional void with sex, Ross said.
The report had other trou-
bling findings. About half of 14-
vear-olds and a third of 12-year-
olds said they had been at a
party without adult supervi-
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Also, about a quarter of
voung teens who date say they
have dated someone
er. Such rela-
tionships, the report says,
much more likely to involve sex

The report, which i1s based on
data primarily collected in the
last 10 vears, i1s available in a
seven-chapter report titled “1
and Younger: The Sexual Be-
havior of Young Adolescents.”

Specifically, the study found

(1) About 18-19 percent of
l4-year-olds have had sex. The
number falls to 10 percent for
13-year-olds and 4-5 percent for
12-vear-olds.

(2) Boys age 14 and younger
are “slightly” more likely to
have had sex than girls the
same age.

(3) Sexually active teens are
more likely to drink alcohol,
smoke, and use illegal drugs.
Forty-three percent of sexually
active teens say they have
smoked marijuana, compared to
only 10 percent of virgins.

(4) About half of young teens
say they have been on a date in
the past 18 months.

(5) Thirty-three percent of
young teens who date someone
who is three or more years older
say the relationship includes
sex. When the difference in dat-
ing age is two years, the per-
centage 1s 26 percent. If the
teens are the same age, the
number drops to 13 percent.

(6) Parents and teens dis-
agree on whether they had had
a conversation about sex.

(7) Approximately one in sev-
en sexually active 14-year-olds
reports having been pregnant. 71
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Indiana editor
Chip Bayer resigns

Baptist Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Chip
Bayer, editor of the Indiana
Baptist newsjournal and direc-
tor of communications for the
State Convention of Baptists in
Indiana since January 1998,
has resigned effective June 1 to
return to his native Arkansas to
be closer to family members,

Working with Indiana Bap-
tists “has been an honor and a
privilege,” he said. “In that time
I have developed a number of
friendships and met a number
of people who have had a pro-
found positive impact on my
|ifE_H

Bayer, 36,
employment once his family has
resettled in the Little Rock
area. |}

said he will seek




Page 18 / B&R / June 4, 2003

Israelis accept
peace plan,

concerns aired
Baptist Press

JERUSALEM — The Israeli
government accepted a claim to
Palestinian statehood May 25
when Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon’s cabinet approved the
so-called “road map” to peace.

It marked the first time that
the Israeli government officially
had accepted Palestinians’ claim
to statehood, The New York
Times reported. The road map is
sponsored by the United States,
European Union, United Nations,
and Russia. A summit involving
Sharon, Palestinian Prime Minis-
ter Mahmoud Abbas, and U.S.
President George W. Bush has
been scheduled for June 4. The
summit would focus on imple-
mentation of the peace plan.

The White House called Is-
rael’'s action “an important step
forward,” The Times said. The
Israeli cabinet vote was 12-7 in
favor of implementation, with
four abstentions.

“It was a historic day,” cabi-
net minister Tsipi Livni said, ac-
cording to the Associated Press.
“It was not an easy vote for a
right-wing coalition. Maybe it’s a
sign of hope.”

Southern Baptist leaders
Richard Land and Adrian

. CLASSIFIED |

MINISTRIES — OTHER
Church secretary. Forest Hills
Baptist Church in Nashville is
searching for qualified applicants
who have experience in church
office administration, newsletter,
and web design. Please call
(615) 373-8074 for an applica-
tion.

oge ofs ofe ofe
Houseparent. Immediate need
for full-time relief houseparents
at the Tennessee Baptist Chil-
dren’'s Home in Chattanooga.
Married couples only. Call Lynn
Jordan or Bob Segrest at (423)
892-2722.

Qe oo ofe ol
Beulah Baptist Association in
Union City, Tenn., is accepting
resumes for the position of direc-
tor of missions. Please send re-
sumes to Beulah Baptist Associ-

ation, Attn. Director of Missions

Search Committee, P.O. Box
366, Union City, TN 38281,
bbaptist@beulahbaptistassocia-
tion.com.

& &
l"l' “i 'i‘. "O

Southern Baptist speaker avail-
able for revivals, crusades, and
conferences. Phone (828) 733-
0505, for information and sched-
ule. Have spoken 468 times, in
25 states.

MINISTRIES — POSITIONS
Antioch First Baptist Church,
2601 Una-Antioch Pike, Antioch,
TN 370183, is accepting resumes
for two part-time staff positions:
minister of music and minister of
youth. Combination of the two is
OK. Send resume with picture
and references. Email AFBC-
Sim@aol.com or call (615) 832-
7486.

Rogers recently joined more than
20 other Christian and conserva-
tive leaders in signing a letter
telling Bush they have “deep con-
cerns” about the plan, which was
first outlined by Bush last year
and presented officially to Israel
and the Palestinians in April.
Land is president of the Ethics &
Religious Liberty Commission;
Rogers pastor of Bellevue ‘Baptist
Church in Cordova, and a three-
time former Southern Baptist
Convention president.

“[I]t would be morally repre-
hensible for the United States to
be ‘evenhanded’ between democ-
ratic Israel, a reliable friend and
ally that shares our values, and
the terrorist infested Palestinian
infrastructure that refuses to ac-
cept the right of Israel to exist at

all,” the May 19 letter said. Sur-

| CLASSIFIED

veys “show at least half of the
Palestinian people support the
current terrorist intifada against
Israel,” the letter said. “In view
of this reality, the ‘road map’
could lead to a disaster.”

The intifada is the uprising,
often violent, by Palestinians
against Israeli rule in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip.

The “road map” calls for a
Palestinian state with tempo-
rary borders this year and a per-
manent state in 2005. It re-
quires of the Palestinians an im-
mediate cessation of violence
against Israel, the dismantling
of terrorist organizations and
the recognition of Israel’s right
to exist in peace.

Of Israel, it requires the de-
struction of Jewish settlements
constructed in the West Bank

MINISTRIES — STUDENT
Highland Park Baptist Church is
seeking a full-time associate
pastor/minister to students. Ap-
plicant must have a minimum of
3 years full-time experience in
youth ministry in addition to
teaching, organization, and
planning skills. Will be required
to work with pastor and other
staff in promoting a purpose dri-
ven youth ministry. Resumes
accepted -until the position is
filled. Mail to HPBC Personnel
Committee, 1102 Campbell St.,
Jackson, TN 38301. '

To the best of our knowledge all
ads in the Baptist and Reflector
represent legitimate companies
and offerings. However, one
should always use caution in

responding to ads.

since March 2001 and the freez-
ing of all settlement activity, an
end to attacks on Palestinians
and the destruction of their
homes, and withdrawal to the
borders in place before Israel
gained new territories in the
1967 war. Critics of the plan also
say it would result in the divi-
sion of Jerusalem between the
Palestinians and Israelis. 7

Missionary dies
Baptist Press

NAIROBI, Kenyva — South-

global news

New Lower Rates For

Life Insurance!
Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male)

Age $150,000 $300,000
25 $11.03 $15.49
35 $11.16 $15.75"
45 $20.87 $35.18
55 $43.71 $80.85

Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN)
Toll Free 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.)
Level death benefit term that does not in-
crease for the first 15 years. Written by an
A-plus Life insurance company. Preferred
male rates illustrated above. Please call

Earn Income from Home
Qur children come to the office
everyday. Part/full time.

Full training. FREE info.

Call 888-234-0607

visit www.destined2Bfree.com

LifeWay has the solution—a 15-passenger
mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards.

Pl e Mini-Bus
Sy ; » 15 Passengers
i (No CDL)
* 2/1 Seating
e Center Aisle
» Low First Step
=4l * Raised Roof
&8 * Longer Wheelbase
* Dual Rear Wheels
s Steel Construction

for other ages and female rates.

SERIBHS ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂs
I!mv much financial !lahiilty
can your church bear?

. Iusm‘am rales are going up!
* Legal Advisers are saying,
“Remove the last row of seats!”
~« Some states have already

pul mandatory replacement

deadlines in aclion? :
. chaﬁlablaunmammﬁuns i

and Child Transportation
!l:_gs_m.aasss are af Ei_sk!_

LiteWay

CHURCH BUSES

Carpenter Bus Salna Ine.
Matior’s #1 Church Bus Dq.uh*r

%ﬁf S dz;
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If the colorful, Appalachian
Mountains, beautiful Asheville-
area sightseeing spots, and “*m
spiritual enrichment are your cup of tea
then you'll drink in Ridgecrest’s Chautauqua 2003! This popular, fwe—day_, senior aduh
conterence offers meaningful Bible study, delightful music, laughter, and much more.
So what are you waiting for? Come on! Meet us at Ridgecrest!

Chautauqua 2003

LifeWay Ridgecrest Conference Center ¢ Ridgecrest, North Carolina
Choose from two October dates!

October 13-17, 2003

featuring Dr. Bill Anderson,
Retired Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, ~
Clearwater; Florida

For Ridgecrest Chautauquas registration information,

visit www.lifeway.com/events

October 20-24, 2003
featuring Dr: Jay Wolfe,
Pastor of First Baptist Church,
Montgomery, Alabama

CHURCH RESOURCES
Biblical Solutions for Life

@ LitcWay |
I

|
|
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- Powell Chapel Rd., Hat

ern Baptist missi
Woolridge died ln ]q,
Kenya, May 26 of p
lowing gall bladder suy
was 41. r~
Woolridge and her k
Michael, had served s
ary 1999 in a umqm
ment that had them ser
international consy
LifeWay Christian Res
thrnugh the Inmmaﬁ*
sion Board. |
The couple and their
dren had been scheduled
turn May 30 to Nasheille.

MINISTRIES — MUS}|
Seeking a part-time music
tor, Cumberland Homes
Baptist Church, Crossville,
Send resume to Mug[g[
Committee, CHBC, 442;
127 South, Crossville, T ';
or call (931) 484-5523. '“

o o L
Growing church seeking .
time or bivocational mini
music with experience in |
worship, graded chﬁ_lﬁ
tatas, and other major prog
Bachelor of music p’_.
Send resume to SearchC
tee, First Baptist Church, 1
Main St., Newbern, TN 380
' o e

—First Baptist Churel N

Tazewell, Tenn., is seé in
tin® music director. Conla
23)626-4}5

t'a%em @centuryt’é

MINISTHIES — P'

= _Hatchie=Baptist Church§

rural church in West Ter BN
is seeking.a bivocational]
The church is iocal‘ﬁﬂ at

Tenn. Please send resi
Deborah Hodge, 9 '1;:»‘=‘-.‘:
Grove Rd., Bolivar, TN'3800
soot
Unity Baptist Church, f
Tenn., is accept:ngr SUMi
full-time pastor. Please
Angie Smith, 2312 Feddi
Rd., Ramer, TN 38367,
R
Lincoln Heights Baptist Cil
Tullahoma, Tenn., is accef
sumes for full-time past
resumes to Search Com
Carl Craig, 1100 E. eW
Manchester, TN 37355 o0
craigcarlm@ao!.mm. 2
R
Seeking pastor with sirong
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renewal process with MON
mum. Affiliated with rl"- _'
Baptist Association and B
General Association of
through World Missic -r'._
plan. We affirm the 196
Faith and Message._ ne
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for our future through
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Location: Interstam
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Pastor Search *‘*
Wytheville Baptl
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received until June 15.
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____ minister’s corner
ony Rutherford

Leaving the Lights On
wﬂﬂé’mm my mom’s birthday. While thinking
¥ these memories came flowing back. I hope you
. mind me sharing them with you.

v mom was in the process of selling the home

i sich I was raised. This had been a difficult de-

 for her. | understood the necessity of mom’s
ns. Yﬁi;,frﬁhis change has caused forty plus
" of memories to come flooding from the past.
« are times it is like the pages of a book being
»d one at a time. Events and people from

‘days crowd my mind for some attention.
+ are moments I burst into laughter, and oth-
asions [ wipe a tear from my eyes.

are are some good memories of my childhood.

was no better feeling than returning home

end of a long hot summer day, and seeing a
from the kitchen. The darkness that had
hadowed the house was broken by the
th of the firelight shining through the cur-
The light lay on the ground in a pattern of a
alk leading to the back door. The door was
s unlocked, and no one was every turned

e winter months not only was the light of
,chen shining through the windows, but the
ally” stove was always ready to provide the
d heat. Of course, in those days only one
" the body was heated at a time. It was not
al for several of the community boys to
at our house. We would sit in the straight
ane chairs, place our feet on the edge of the
wiggle our toes, and spend hours talking,

ng, and being boys. The great events of our
lives were relived in the small room around

" ot stove, and under the shadeless light.
&l ames mom would fix a chocolate cake. Prob-

L@ more than one occasion her part was only

#mbs,

'+ seldom that I take the opportunity to drive
“old home place.” Yet, the picture is forever
in my mind. The exterior walls are covered

ifferent color of paint. To me the walls are
and in bad need of attention, the tin roof
« and pings when rain drops fall, and the
door slams as the children scurry to the
orhood. Most of all I remember the light be-
b
Father is building a home especially for His
n. I am not sure of the materials He is us-
ﬂgnnt know the floor plan. All I know is
8 enough room for everyone, and the light
ways be ON! O — Tony Rutherford is pastor
Baptist Church, Erwin.

— just for today

Fred Wood, retired pastor, Memphis

*t with a Smile: Hypochondriac teenager
1er: “Something is wrong with me. I have a
\ my left side. I think it must be appendici-
other: “That can't be. Your appendix is on
ight side.” Teenager: “I knew there was
ing wrong with me. My appendix is on the
side of my body.”

e this Truth: “A light is at the end of a
' It's only an approaching train.” — A con-
pessimist

norize this Scripture: “... Weeping en-
but for a night, but joy cometh in the morn-
- Psalm 30:5 ’

y this Prayer: Lord, help me realize one
ae fact. For the believer, no matter how
»day may be, a better tomorrow waits us

By Poly Rouse

Focal passage: Luke 9:23-24;
Ephesians 4:29-5:10

To follow Christ faithfully, the
Christian disciple must give up self-
interest and die to the sin of disobe-
dience. (See Romans 6:17). Failure
to follow Christ in daily obedience
reveals that Christ is not Lord. Such
failure is sin, something we fail to
recognize. Believers should consider
three terms of discipleship if a per-
son desires to follow Christ.

(1) A person must deny himself.
Man’s tendency is to indulge himself
and do exactly what he desires; but
the believer is not to indulge him-
self, his comfort and ease, appetites
and urges, thoughts and feelings,
deceptions and enticements, plots
and intrigues, pride and boastings,
reactions and disturbances. The be-
liever is to deny himself by disci-
pline and control and by loving and
caring, sacrificing and giving, help-
ing and ministering.

(2) A person must take up his

cross, and do it daily; people in Je- -

sus’ day knew what it meant to
“take up” a cross. They saw scores of
criminals bearing the cross to the
place where they were to be execut-
ed, and they witnessed scores of cru-
cifixions, some even by the side of
the roads that led in and out of the
cities. The cross does not mean
merely bearing one’s particular
hardship in life, such as poor health,
abuse, unemployment, invalid par-
ents, an unsaved spouse, a wayward
child. The cross is always an instru-

F Biblc rcaching

— Growing disciples

ment of death, not just an object to
carry or bear. The Christian is to die
mentally and actively. He is to deny
himself daily. He is to let the mind
of Christ, the mind of humbling
himself to the point of death, be in
him and fill his thoughts every day
(Philippians 2:5-8; II Corinthians
10:3-5). He is to put his will, his de-
sires, his wants, and his ambitions
to death. In their place, he is to fol-
low Jesus and to do His will all day
long. Note this is not negative, pas-
sive behavior. It takes positive, ac-
tive behavior to will, to deny-seif, to
take up one’s cross, to follow Christ.
A person has to act, work, get to it,
be diligent, consistent, and enduring
in order to die to self.

(3) A person must follow Jesus.
However, man’s tendency is to follow
someone else and to give one’s first
allegiance to something else. Within
the world, there are many things
available for a man to serve and to
put first. There are ... service organi-
zations, humanitarian needs, reli-
gion, family, recreation, hobby, edu-
cation, profession, houses, and busi-
ness.

There are several ways the be-
liever dies to self, takes up his cross,
and follows Jesus. Romans 6:11-13
spells out the ways as clearly as
they can be.

“Likewise reckon ye also your-
selves to be dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Let not sin there-

fore reign in your mortal body, that
ye should obey it in the lusts there-
of. Neither yield ye your members as
instruments of unrighteousness

Be true to the gospel

By Danny Sinquefield

Focal Passage: Galatians 2:4-5,
11-21

Life’s most embarrassing mo-
ments usually involve unexpected
and unplanned surprises. Feor in-
stance, some have been caught in
that precarious place of handing the
waitress a credit card to pay for a
meal and being told that the card
has been denied. Others know the
panic of receiving a notice from the

* bank that reads, “insufficient funds.”

Sometimes our best efforts and most
noble intentions are simply not
enough.

As early as the garden. of
Eden, humans have attempted to
mask their guilt and cover their
own sin. For Adam and Eve it
was fig leaves, hiding from God’s
presence, and blaming others for
their behavior. That pattern con-
tinues in various forms to this
day. God clearly illustrated, in
the garden and at the cross, that
our human efforts to cover our
sin are always insufficient and
must be denied.

Paul confronted the false teach-
ings of certain legalistic Jews who
claimed to follow Christ, but taught
that a Gentile believer must be cir-
cumcised and adhere to the Mosaic
law before he could be saved. These
religious legalists promoted the
teaching that all believers — Jews
and Gentiles alike — should contin-
ue to observe the law in order to
maintain their relationship with
God.

The Controversy (vv. 4-5)

Religious rituals and superficial
ceremonies bring bondage. That's
the way it is with legalism. The focus
is always on human effort while min-
imizing God’s provision in redeeming
us by the blood of Jesus Christ. In
contrast, the gospel of grace provides
ultimate freedom.

Paul’s example reminds us that
legalism must never be tolerated in
the context of the church. Such
teaching is dangerous and destruc-
tive. Legalism promotes pride. Grace
promotes humility and a healthy
sense of spiritual poverty (see
Matthew 5:3-4).

With fearless conviction, Paul ad-
dressed the problem. Those who
were teaching such poisonous ideas
were called “false brethren.” Their
actions were related to spies who in-
filtrated the church. Indeed, anyone
who would pollute the purity of the
gospel with false teaching 1s an ene-
my of the gospel.

The Confrontation (vv. 11-14)

One of the more famous show-
downs in the early church is record-
ed in this passage. It involved two of
the biggest guns in the early church
— Peter and Paul. Peter’s hypocrisy
was exposed publicly and addressed
openly.

Hypocrisy is a strong word which
refers to masking our true beliefs by
our behavior. Peter was playing the
part of the chameleon — changing
colors depending on which group in
the church he was with at the time
Without realizing it, Peter's behavior
was actually giving consent to the

:.:uu.;'u,r" School Lesson
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unto sin: but yield yourselves unto
God, as those that arve alive from the
dead, and your members as instru-
ments of righteousness unto God.”

(1). The believer reckons or
counts himself crucified with Christ
(v. 11a).

(2) The believer reckons or counts
himself dead to sin, but alive to God
(v. 11).

(3) The believer does not let sin
reign in his body (v. 12).

(4) The believer does not yield his
bodily members as instruments of
sin (v. 13a).

(5) The believer yields himself to
God — as much as those who are
alive from the dead are yielded to
God (v. 13h).

(6) The believer yields his bodily
members as instruments of right-
eousness (v. 13c).

- It should be noted that one’s
hardship or burden could bring a
person to the place where the Lord
can deal with him. Then the hard-
ship becomes the cross and denial of
self that Jesus is talking about.
With an act of self-denial, the Chris-
tian can reckon himself alive to God.
He can then follow Jesus. This is an
act that can be described as commit-
ting all that one is and has to
Christ. It is an act that needs to be
repeated every day (Matthew 10:38).

3 — Rouse is pastor of Hermitage
Hills Baptist Church, Hermitage.

Sunday School Lesson
Explore the Bible
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false teachers of the day.

Sometimes error committed in
public must be dealt with in the
same way. Paul’s intent was to make
a profound impact upon Peter and
others who had followed his behav-
ior. The inconsistency of his message
(forcing the Gentiles to follow Jewish
customs) was addressed plainly in
the text. This problem was leading
others into danger and even had a
negative influence upon such a godly
man as Barnabas. Confronting false
teaching early is a good way to avoid
lasting negative results.

The Clarification (vv. 15-21)

Paul states the essence of the
gospel of grace in verse 16. No man
is made right with God by his own
efforts. We have fallen short of the
glory of God. Church membership is
not enough. Baptism is not enough.
Good conduct, giving to worthy caus-
es, and going to seminars and confer-
ences is not enough to bridge the
broken place that exists in our rela-
tionship with a Holy God.

The only hope we have i1s iIn
Christ. Identifying with Him in the
crucified life is the way to life, joy,
and freedom (v. 20). The closing com-
ment in this chapter is profound. If
salvation could occur any other way,
then Christ’s death was worthless. J
— Sinquefield is pastor of Faith Bap-
tist Church, Bartlett
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Deaths

¢ Ginny Jones, wife of
Hank Jones, pastor, Cumber-
land Fellowship Baptist
Church, Crossville, died re-
cently.

Leaders

® James E. Taulman of

Franklin received the Baptist
History and Heritage Society’s
Meritorious Service Award in
recognition for
service as
managing edi-
tor of the Bap-
tist History
and Heritage
publication,
assistant to

- | BH&HS exec-

TAULMAN  \tive director-
treasurer Charles W. Deweese,
and work with the society’s
Taulman Distinguished Ser-
vice Award Fund. The society
1s based in Brentwood. He was
given the award during the so-
ciety’s annual meeting May 22-
24 in Belton, Texas.

® Samuel A. Creed, pas-

tor of First Baptist Church,
Ashland City, received a third
place award in the Baptist His-
tory and Heritage Society’s in-
ternational Baptist Heritage
Preaching Contest. Creed
preached a sermon on soul
competency. The annual con-
test is designed to encourage
preachers to include Baptist
heritage and principles in their
preaching ministries. The soci-
ety is based in Brentwood. He
was given the award during
the society’s annual meeting
May 22-24 in Belton, Texas.

® Three graduating stu-

dents of Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Wake
Forest, N.C., were honored at
1ts annual awards ceremony
May 15. P. Derek McCosh of
Sweetwater received the Ed-
ward A. McDowell Jr., Greek
Award. Shane B. Arnold of
Athens received the Joe B.
Brown Preaching Award. And

Evan C. Lenow of Memphis
received the Warren-Poe
Award for Rural Church Min-
istry. This award is given to a
student who has demonstrated
excellence in or potential for
ministry to a rural church.

¢ Northern’s Chapel Bap-

tist Church, Rutherford, has
called Tim Fair as pastor.

¢ Bob Patty was recently

called as pastor of Covenant
Baptist Church, Chattanooga.
He is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Tennessee at Chat-
tanooga and New Orleans (La.)
Baptist Theological Seminary.
Patty has pastored New Union
Baptist Church, Georgetown;
Shepherd Baptist Church,
Chattanooga; and churches in
Mississippi and .Georgia.

¢ Jimmy Dunn, retired

minister of education, First
Baptist Church, Nashville, has
been called as minister of edu-
cation, Crievewood Baptist
Church, Nashville, effective
May 4. Formerly Dunn has
served as interim minister of
education of the church.

¢ Gary Edwards of John-

son City has been called as
pastor of Thomas Village Bap-
tist Church, Duffield, Va. Carl
Strickler of Kingsport was in-
terim pastor of the church. He
1s available for part-time min-
1stry work. Strickler may be
contacted at (423) 247-1766.

® Lancaster Baptist
Church, Lancaster, called
James Corley as pastor. He
was ordained to the ministry
June 1 by Southside Baptist
Church, Lebanon, and began
his service to the Lancaster
church that day.

¢ New Harmony Baptist
Church, Savannah, has called

Sam Howard of Byhalia,

Miss., as pastor.

® McLean Baptist Church,

Memphis, has called Joe Do-
ran as pastor. Formerly the
native of Henry County served
as a hospital chaplain with
Baptist Memorial Health Care
Corporation, Memphis. Doran
1s a graduate of the University

THESE GIRLS IN ACTION of Cherokee Baptist Church, Memphis,
made Valentine's Day gift bags for women in prison. They hold a
drawing made by one of the recipients of a girl dubbed God's An-
gel for a GA. Another recipient wrote a poem to thank the girls.
The GAs who participated are, from left, Kylie Henley, Kayla Bell,
Samantha Hamilton, Anna Davie, Summer Harp, Kaitlin Brown.
Alex Pipkin, Ashley Baur, Shauna Temple, Jessica Heald. and Ju-
lia Jones. Kay Burkhardt, in the back, is assistant Woman's Mis-
sionary Union director of the church.

of Louisville, Ky., and South-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Louisville. He also has

served as pastor of churches in
Kentucky and Ohio.

® Jerry L. Warren has

been called as minister of mu-

sic, Immanuel Baptist Church,
Nashwville.

Churches

¢ McPheeters Bend Mis-

sionary Baptist Church,
Church Hill, will hold its bi-
centennial celebration Aug. 10
at 1:30 p.m. Lunch will be
served at noon. For more infor-

mation, call the church at
(423) 357-4511.

¢ Adams Chapel Baptist

Church, Dresden, held re-
vival recently which resulted
in 10 people making profes-
sions of faith. Wayne Perkins,
director of missions, Weakley
County Baptist Association,
based in Dresden, spoke.

¢ New Hope Baptist

Church, Palmersville, held
revival recently and as a result
seven people joined the church
by baptism and three by letter.
Roy Auvenshine spoke and
Jerry Powell led the worship.

¢ Una Baptist Church,

Nashville, has several hun-
dred vinyl stackable chairs it
would like to donate to a
group. They are free to anyone
who can pick them up. For
more information, call the

church at (615) 361-5775.

¢ Denton Baptist

Church, Newport, has been
supporting the Tennessee/Rio
Baptist Partnership in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. The congrega-
tion, which includes about 50
people, gave $501 to -help buy
Bibles for a project in Rio.
Then the church sent six mem-
bers to help distribute Bibles
in a new community in Rio.
The church also plans to send
members to lowa next July to
support the Tennessee/lowa
Baptist Partnership. To sup-
port the Rio project, contact
Adam Sanders, pastor,
Wilsonville Baptist Church,
Newport, at pradam@char-
ter.net or (423) 623-7039.

¢® Bordeaux Baptist

Church, Nashville, will hold
revival June 25-28. Donnie
Bryant, pastor, Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Greenbrier, will
speak. For more information,
call (615) 255-3395 or (615)
242-6179.

¢ Bethel Baptist Church,
Yorkville, will hold revival
July 13-16. Brady Weldon will
speak.

¢ Antioch Baptist

Church, Humboldt, will hold
revival Aug. 3-6. Mike Nolen
will speak.

¢ Paynes Baptist
Church, Estill Springs, will
celebrate its 40th anniversary
June 8. Tim McGeehee, grand-
son of the late Howard McGee-

TenneScene
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hee, first pastor of the church,
will speak. For more informa-
tion, call (931) 967-3645.

¢ First Baptist Church,
LaVergne, will hold revival
June 8-12. Benny Jackson,
evangelist of Germantown, will
speak and Ross Maroney will

direct the music. For more in-

formation, call the church at
(615) 793-6423.

4 First Baptist Church,
Concord, Knoxville, will

host Joni Eareckson Tada -
June 8 at 6 p.m. Tada is a-

speaker and author. For more
information, contact the
church at (865) 966-9791 or
www.fbconcord.org.

¢ Mt. Hermon Baptist

Church, Clarksville, will
hold a free concert June 6. For

more information, call (931)
906-3326.

Schools

¢ Belmont University’s

Center for Professional Devel-
opment and Nashville Man-
agement Group have joined to
launch the Peer Exchange Net-
work, an executive education
program for senior-level lead-
ers from Middle Tennessee or-
ganizations. PEN provides an
opportunity for Nashville's
premier companies to learn
from one another, as well as
from world class speakers.
Membership is comprised of a
blend of 21 business, govern-
ment, and community agen-
cies, each of comparable size,
PEN'’s concept is based on Bel-
mont’'s Peer Learning Net-
work, which is made up of
larger employers in Middle
Tennessee. For more informa-
tion, contact Nancy DeKalb at
(615) 460-6677.

® The Center for Entrepre-

neurship of Belmont Univer-
sity, Nashville, will offer an
eight-week course, “The Con-
struction Industry Technician

director of missions, Bradley Baptist A: &
ation, based in Cleveland, gives Allan Lovelace, moderator
association, a plaque for serving three years as mode
Lovelace is pastor of Waterville Baptist Church, Clevelan §
was honored at the association's April 24 Spring Harvest
bration. During the service of Lovelace, gifts to the assoc fiy
have increased 35 percent, number of volunteers hay &
creased, and the association has implemented a new structt

. ligent

-Award<af-Merit in Apoli |

|

— The Professional’s A¢|
tage” in partnership wit |
National Association of W |
in Construction at the s |
June 10 — July 24 frm:l'I
p.m. For more informa |}
-contact Susan Carson at |}

3339696 or scarson! [

const.com | |
- ~® Designer Universe: ||

Jestgn and the Exis
of God, written by Union
versity's Jimmy H. Dus

Harry L. Poe, receiyt

L

ics/Evangelism in Christ |
Today’s Book Awards 2[°
Designer Universe seekste '
vide an examination of tf |
sues of design from a faith
spective. According to
authors’ preface, “Not onl
we believe that the uniy;
was designed, but we ||
know the Designer.”

Events ||

¢ The Leadership I
ing Event to be heldi
Church Growth Stratéf
Group of the Tennesséét|
tist Convention and Cum |
land Baptist Assoeiati
based in Clarksville, Jum
has been canceled. Thé m
ing was for ministers
vants, and deacons.

Haspitals

¢ Baptist Memo |
Health Care, based in N
phis, has been named an
the top health care net}i'ﬂd A
the nation in a recent st
conducted by Verispan,
search firm in Chicago. Ba
placed 32nd nﬂtiﬂﬂa“‘r
sixth in the Eastern regio
Verispan’s list of the Top
Integrated Healtheare |
works, a nationwide stit
nearly 600 integrated he

care networks.

N




