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· State churches cite gains in total members, giving 
me Davis er-ending cycle that we keep working to Tennessee/SBC Church Statistics 
and Reflector improve each year, from the church 

clerk, the associational clerk, and the Membership 
NTWOOD- During 2001-2002 
embership of Tennessee Baptist 
et> increased as did financial 
•en through the Tennessee Bap-
nvention - designated, total, 
,perative Program. 
ches cited losses in resident 
ship and baptisms, and in eh

h.t in Sunday School, Disciple
aining, Music, and Woman's 
ary Union. Enrollment in Men's 
y wns not available because of 
· made in data alignment. 

state staff working together. It is a true 
team event," said Smith. 

The biggest percentage increases as 
compared to last year were in the area 
of financial gifts. Designated gifts saw 
the biggest increase at 3.8 percent, con
tinuing a trend of increases of 1.8 per
cent the previous year and 6.5 percent 
the former year. 

Total gifts through the TBC were up 
2.5 percent. They rose 2 percent the 
year before and 5.1 percent the former 
year. 

Total 

Resident 
Baptisms 

Sunday SchooJ 
Discipleship Training 

Musie 

WMU 

Men's Ministry 

·CP gifts 

Designated gifts 
Total gifts 

2000-2001 

1,094,528 

782,945 

27,624 

• 559,635 • 
138,020 

1S1,171 

70,275 

38,637 

$34,7 45,645 

$18,955,341 
$53,300,986 

2001-2002 %changed % changed 
in TBC in sec· 

1 ' 1 00,270 0.5 % 1.2 % 
782,099 -0.1 % • 

27,113 -1.8% -0.3 % 
551,584 -1.4% -0.1% 
132,410 -4.1% 1.5 % 

128,320 -2.2 % -3.0 % 

60,856 -13.4% 12.3 % 
.... "'* 3.1 % 

$35,365,276 1.8 % * 

$t 9,263,411 3.8 % • 

$54,628,687 2.5 % * data are derived from reports 
hy churches on the Annual 

Profile. The ACP is collected by 

Finally, gifts through the CP in
creased 1.8 percent, following increases 
in previous years, when they were up 
2.1 percent in 2000-2001 and 4.4 per

·some figures were not reported for the SBC. .. Figt,ne not available because of data misalignment. 

Tennessee's 67 Baptist 
associations and sent 
to TennessE'e Baptist 
Convention staff for 

cent in 1999-00. "At the same time, we must rem~m drop at 13.4 percent, a lthough it in
creased 0.9 percent the year before and 
7.4 percent the previous year. 

compilation and study, 
reported Raymond 
Smith of the TBC 
s taff. The reporting 
covers the convention 
year, which begins 

nd ends Oct. 31. 

The other reported increase was in 
total membership of churches, which 
was up 0.5 percent, reversing decreases 
of 0.7 P,ercent the past year and 2.6 per
cent t he former year. 

The other areas of reporting showed 
decreases. 

ber statistics only paint a portion of the 

PORCH 

total picture of the 
Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. 

Candy Phillips , 
WMU director s ince 
April 1, said, "Obvious
ly I am disappointed in 
the r eported number of 
WMU m emb e r s in 
Tennessee. As the new 

nnot say enough thanks to the 
tional offices across ibis state 
lp in bringing this all together.'' 
lith. 

Commenting on the ACP report, 
James Porch, TBC executive director
treasurer, said while "we celebrate 
areas of increases in Gonvention life, we 
are prayerfully concerned about the 
losses. The losses represent people, peo
ple who need nurture in discipleship. 

"Among our host of 
churches the total pic
ture is portrayed in 
lives changed by the 
living Christ and peo
ple helped through the 
multiple ministries of 

churches faithful to t h e gospel," said 
Porch. 

PHILLIPS 

director, I recognize 
that a challenge lies 
ahead for WMU. Cu-

Annual Church Profile is a nev-

Says counselor 

WMU enrollment had the biggest 
riously national WMU member ship 
- See State churches, page 4 
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By linda Lawson 
Baptist and Reflector 

FRANKLIN- Society has 
seriously underestimated the 
emotional, psychological, and 
spiritual roles a father plays 
when he loves his family and is 
committed to bei,ng a positive 
influence in the lives ofhis chil
dren. Cos Davis believes. 

-Part of that is because we 
have assigned the l"'le of a fa
ther as being the breadwinner 
and the person who financially 
takes care of the family,* satd 
Davis. a pastoral counselor in 
Franklin. Earlier. he worked in 
childhood education. 1980-96. 
at Life,\·ay Christian Re
·ources. He also was assistant 
profe ·~or of early childhood ed
ucation at New Orlean~ Bapti · t 
Theolo~ical Seminary and 
served as a pastor for 13 year.:;. 

Dans acknowledged that. 
due to dh·orce. many ch}ldren 

are growing up without the 
presence of a positive male 
model in their homes. Also, he 
emphasized, other fathers who 
are focused on their work to the 
detriment of family relation
ships may be physically present 
but have distanced themselves 
emotionally from their wife and 
children. 

-similar kinds of problems 
show up in dysfunctional rela
tionships, whether the father is 
1n the home or whether h e is 
gone.~ he said. 

Among the common prob
lems 1ncurred by children 
whose fathers are physically or 
emotionally ab-ent. Davis cited 
difficulty in dealing with au
thoritv that mav manifest itself . . 
in anger toward the father or 
even toward themselves. 

Becau. e of the hurt they 
baYe e. perienced - rrom father~ 
who are not emotionally ava il
able or who nre ph sicslly ab-

. 
sent," Davis said children pro-
tect themselves from further 
pain and "have a problem estab
lishing balanced relationships." 

''The absence of a father 
leaves a lot to chance," he said. 

With the annual observance 
of Father's Day on June 15, 
Davis urged calling attention to 
at least five things a loving, 
committed father brings to his· 
family. 

"'The father doesn't provide 
all of this by himself,"' Davis 
said. '"He and his wife are cer
tainly working t oget her , bu t 
nei th e r can d o it b y t h em
selves.~ 

Firs t , he :, a id . a fa t h e r 
s trengthens the s tability in a 
home. ""The very con:.istency of 
h i- life w ilJ build e mot ional 
tru:..t that is ba. ic to life." 

Abo. Da,'is -. aid. ~discipline 

become part of tha t lo\ e a dad 
offer hi~ ch ildren ... When par
Ent. s-et limi tha t children in-

ternalize over time, they a lso 
grow to be s e]f.dj s ciplined 
teenagers and adults. 

Third, a fath er helps ch il
dren prepare for life by teach
ing them "that life is ultima tely 
about relationships. It is about 
r e lation sh ip wi th God , with 
se]f, and wi t h other s," . Davi s 
said. 

In another a rea, he said }(JV

ing fathers give priority, not to 
providing ma teria) t hing ·, but 
to instilling values and charac· 
ter in their children. 

..So often , father ha\'C the 
idea that pro\·id ing for their 
ch ild ren mean they need to 
provide everything they didn't 
have a. th ey grew up. which i 
primarily financial." Davi aid. 

'" What 1 find i that t'hc 
grcate~t gifts we giv~ our chil
dren are not material at a ll . 
They are thing of charact ·r 
and rclation.ship ."" 
- See Fathers. page 3 
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SBC CP gilts up t 

0.2 J pertent 
B~ptist Press 

NASHVILLE- Year-to-date 
contributions through tbe South
ern Baptist Convention's Coop
erative Program are up 0.21 per
cent compar~d to this same time 
frame in 2002, according to a 
news release from SBC Execu
tive Committee President Morris 
H. Chapman. 

As of May 31, 2003, the year
to-date total of $123,996,364.62 
for Cooperative Program (CP) 
Missions is $259,570.77 ahead of 
the $123,736,793.85 r:eceived at 
this same point ,last year. For 
the month , receipts of 
$16,822,976.22 were- 6.42 per
cent, or $1,154,368_.25, below the 
$17,977,344.4 7 receiv~d in May 
2002. 

. Designated g1v1ng of 
$129,521,054.72 for the same 

• 
year-to-date period is 9.50 per-
cent, or $13 ,597,731.15, below 
gifts of $143,118,785.87 received 
at this point in 2002. The 
$17,700,457.29 in designated 
gifts received last month is ·· 
$7 ,9_15,815.66 below the 
$25,616,272.95 of May 2002, a 
30.90 percent decrease. 

For the SBC Cooperative Pro
gram Allocation Budget, the 
year-to-date · to~al . . of 
$123,996,364.62 is 105.10 per
cent of the $117,974,934.64 bud:
geted, or $6,021,429.98 more to · 
support Southern Baptist min
istries globally and across North 
America. 

The SBC operates on an Oct. 
1-Sept. 30 fiscal year. 0 

John Yarbrough , NAME's 
vice president for evangelism, 
said NAMB had been consider
ing producing its own evangelis
tic video project last year. Then 
he saw 'The Hope." 

"I watched it from beginning 
to end, and just basically wept 
as I realized this was exactly 
what we were looking fot·," he 
said. 

Fred Carpenter, president of 
Mars Hill, said his initial goal 
for the "The Hope" was to devel
op an evangelistic tool that could 
be used globally, "something 
that could be adapted for every 
tof!.gue, tribe, or nation." His 
first script was "sort of a Four
Spiritual-Laws, Roman-Road ba
sic American approach to shar
ing the gospel," he said. But 
when he submitted the script to 
leaders around the world, sever
al said it wasn't likely to work in 
their contexts . 

''The cultures they> are deal
ing with lack the underpinnings 
of J:udeo-Christian culture," Car
penter said. "They hav·e no bac],t-

. ground to understand the con
cepts. of a holy creator God, or 
sin, or j~dgment. Why do I need 
a Savior if I don't understand 

1Tiie Hope' t~ 
be,ome 'flagship 
tool' for NAMB 

' there is anything such - ::;i'~f sin?" 

B~ptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - Good 
presentations of the gospel on 
video and film are not hard to 
find, but tlie North American 
Mission Board las t year was 
looking for something more. 
They wanted the rest of the sto
ry, told in a way that would ap
pea,l to postmodern culture. 

Then they d-iscovered "The 
Hope," an independently pro
duced video project that is now 
destined to become a flagship 
tool for Southern Baptist evan
gelism and church-planting ef
forts -just as the "Jesus" film 
of a previous generation intro
duced the gospel to millions. 

Using footage from some of 
Hollywood's finest biblical epics 
and other sources as a visual 
backdrop, three contemporary 
o:a-screen narrators, or "story
tellers," guide viewers through. 
the "scarlet thread" of Christian 
truth throughout Scripture. 

Under terms of a partnership 
with the nonprofit Mars Hill 
Productions, NAMB is distribut
ing "The Hope" for North Ameri
can audiences and helping devel
op future versions for languages 
other than Engli-sh and varied · 
cultural groups. 

Mars Hill subsequently 
rewrote the entire project, Car
penter said, to i~_clude a full ex
planation of the gospel "from 
Creation to Christ." 

The production begins by po~
ing some of the hard questions 
that every hum'an being must 
face. 

'·'Throughout time people 
have considered the world in 
which we live, the complexity 
and beauty of nature, the mys
tery of life and death, the depth 
of human joy and pain," the nar
rator says. "And they have won
dered, how did it all come to be?" 

"The Hope" then explains 
how the Bible answers those 
questions. It provides a solid 
foundation in Genesis, with 
three of the 12 chapters on the 
creation through man's fall in 
the Garden of Eden. Another 
four chapters cover Noah's flood, 
Abraham and his descendants, 
the Exodus from Egypt, the giv
ing of the law, and the promised 
Messiah. It then skips forward 
to the fulfillment of that promise 
in Christ, His death and resur
rection, and the rise of the early 
church and Christianity through 
history. 

The production concludes 
with an invitation to respond to 
the gospel. NAME's version also 

refers viewers to the Evangelism 
Response Center, a network of 
volunteer telephone encouragers 
who can g~ide individuals in 
prayer for salvation and arrange 
for follow-up by a local Southern 
Baptist church. 

An informational web site for 
"The Hope," which will include 
two video clips, will be active 
June 16 at www.namb.net/the
hope. 0 

House OKs partial· 
birth abortion ban 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON The 
House .of Representatives voted 
in convincing fashi-on June 4 to 
outlaw a gruesome abortion pro
cedure on a partially delivered 
child. 

The 282-139 vote in favor of 
the Partial-birth Abortion Ban 
Act moved the legislation one 
s tep closer to enactment. The 
Senate passed a similar ban in 
mid-March with a 64-33 vote. 
Because of a difference in the 
two versions, however, a confer
ence committee of both Senate 

' and Hause members will negoti-
ate a final bill for passage before 
sending it to the White l{ouse . .. 

figltt ••• ,., 
For Baptist and .--c 

tist Association 
chapel in the ..,,,I,. 
area of Rio :.d.e 
Brazil , a ecClll'tf1rn 

Huff, TBC 
sions -speei~~. 

The team will 
ther ·Aug. 15-24 
21 to help build 
in the northeast 
de Janeiro. Ap 
cnsts are $1,7 50 
teer which. ,..· ....... ""'u'~ 
meals, housing, . 
msurance . 

The team will 
to provide $5,50 · 
construction costs. 
ceqstructing the b . ' 
f1ve days, the te 
build pulpit furnit 
Davis, director of 
for C;qm.berland PI~ 
. SU1Cla"IJ..Olrl, will RP.1'11TA After the Hous~ vote, Presi- -

dent Bush again declared his 
support for such a prohibition. - :Fo~ more .. u .. ·u& 

"Passage ofthis important legi&.:.· 'cont'ali:t Heather 
lation is ·a shared priority v• .. ~,"~~f;;t-"· ~c staff at 
will help build a culture of life in 1tf9o: ext. "2061, 
America," he said in a written - ~2'061-t or hwi 
statement. "I urge Congress -~Q.·- :· r:J 
quickly resolve any _ 
and s·en:d me the fin-al hili as 
soon as po_ssible so that I can 
sign it into law." - ·· 

WheQ enacted, the ban will 
: ~fcome fed_e:r:al law afte~ eight 
· years of effort. CongrW' ,twice 

adopted partial-birth 'a"bor.tion 
b;:ms in the 1990s only to have 
President Bill Clinton veto them 
both times. 0 

Ameri,ails split on 
issu~ of abortion, 
death pen·alty: poll 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON - Nearly 
half of all Americans hold seem
ingly contradictory positions on 
the value of human life when 
asked about their support for 
capital punishment and abor
tion, according to a new Gallup 
survey. 

Forty-seven percent of re
spondents said they support the 
taking of life in either abortion 
or the death penalty, but not in 
the other. For the survey, abor
tion was regarded "as a cessa
tion of life; no value judgment is 
intended." 

Sixteen percent support the 
"ending of life in the womb" 
through abortion but oppose 
the death penalty - the posi
tion closest to the platform of 
the Democratic Party - while 
31 percent oppose abortion 
but support the death penalty, 
a position closest to the Re
publican platform. 

__ ~."Pu}tlic opinion 
and the death ..,..,.,~,a 

, to be about much 
simply life and 
Gall1:1p Poll's Tuesday 
Briefing said. · 

Half of all Americ 
positiens that embody 
tent" life ethic, pollste 
Twenty-two percent 
both abortion and t 
penalty;, while 28 pe 
pose abortion and t 
penalty, a philoSOJl 
would mirror the te 
the Roman Gatholic C 
example. 

Pollsters fqund thatl 
ple most likely to have 
tent" philosophies on 
death are the "stro1 
logues" on both the 
right, while moderatE 
center are "more evenlY 
the issue. 

"Conservatives ha 
known to scoff at Iibera 
fending the value of ht 
when it comes to convi( 
derers while mirrimizinJ 
ue of life in the womb 
th.eir support of at 
Gallup senior editor Ly 
said. 

Saad suggested on 
for the split in opinior 
the drive to conform to 
political ideology and th 
is no firm philosophieal 
one belief or another.• 

The survey of 1,00 
was conducted in May E 

margin of error of plus 
3 percentage points. CJ 
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ne•••• Baptists give $7 A86,289 

LMCO sets record at $115 million; 1MB limits new workers 

OD - Southern Baptists 
lhot:ner record in giving to their Lot

oon Christmas Offering in 2002, 
nternational Mission Board an

~l:cd .June 5. 
n• .u.·.rov~• .. , the offering fell short of the 

million goaJ, complicating a finan
tuntion already stressed by declin
vcstment income and a rapidly in
ng mi~sionary force. As a result, 

.. ,..&~ will be forced to move ahead 
ans to restrict the number of new 

appointed to overseas ser-

inued from page 1 
c:>w·agcment is the fifth thing a fa-

161 8! n give his children, Davis noted. 
'ts~ ink on~ of the best things a dad 

11 is to accept his children as the 
d"' gift~ of Ck>d that they are and en-

LJ ·c th<'m to develop into who God 
.1cnd~d them to be," he said. Doing 

1 :~ctiH'Iy requires a father to spend 
\' ith his chtldren. getting to know 

4 1vel1 enough "to help them learn 
muke important life decisions for 

llUJf eh•('q a nd to be responsible for 
') l eci~iong." 

i ng t hnt people receive training for 
, • t , new skills, hobbies, and other 

1f living. Davis said too many as
dolts will automatically know 
be parents when they have a 
e cit£>d four wnys churches can 

en grow into the 
,r ffl thers they 

he. These in-

Accountability 
. "Churches can 

these with good 
leaders where 

Lll'n••n arc brought 
to discuss is-

con~X'rn. 
... DAVIS 

lentoring. '"Older men mentor 
"'r men to talk with them about 
grow as a mnn and a father. This 
ul role for senior citizens.·· 

...,.."'-ide resource ·. ~:\lake available 
tape~. and video · through the me
·nf) that address these kinds of is-

mual famil) life emphasis. In
me:-~uge or seminar Mto empha
d d'~ role in the life of the child 

t in dnds how to be good hus-

. also urged that c-hurche - consid
· ng fwnilie: by enabling a two-par
lih to dopt n -..mgle-parent family 

, and upport~ pro\'ide help for c-hil-
h p: ren~ nre di\orcma, and of-

-t n hng for pare lt.:-- nnd chtldren 

President Jerry Rankin said. uSouthern 
Baptists continue to set new records for 
giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Of
fering, as well as through Cooperative 
Program Missions, which is t he founda
tion of cooperative support for our con
vention to fulfill the Great Commission. 

~'Because of the amazing growth in 
missionary personnel and unprecedent
ed new opportunities all over the world, 
however, all of the $125 million goal was 
included in the operating budget. As a 
result, we are h(;!.ving to restrict the ap
proval of available missionary candi
dates for the first time since the Depres
sion years of the 1930s." 

In each of the past two years, the In
ternational Mission Board has sent out 
more than 1,000 new missionaries - a 
s harp upturn in an already extraordi
nary growth curve for the entity, Rankin 
said. 

"It took 14 years for the IMB to grow 
from 3,000 to 4,000 missionaries un~er 
appointment, but only seven Y,ears to 
grow from 4,000 to 5,000," he said. "The 
past two years h ave taken the board 
halfway to another thousand with 5,545 
fully supported workers serving among 
1,497 people groups worldwide." 

While the board's missionary count 
grew 8.7 percent from 2000 to 2002, 
combined income from the Cooperative 

To fathers who have to face the reality 
that they have not been the kind of dad 
they should have been to their children, 
Davis offered hope that they can reverse 
course. "The sooner you address this, the 
better," he urged. 

"If I was a dad and had a 10-year-old 
son or 12-year-old girl and I had not done 
what I needed to do, I think I would go to 
them, ask for their forgiveness, and say, 
'I have not paid attention to you and 
yom· mother the way I should and I'm go
ing to change this,' " Davis said. 

He said this father also should tell his 
children that "things are going to be dif
ferent and there probably are going to be 
some things you're not going to like. I've 
been too easy and there are some things 
I've let go. I'm going to try to love you the 
way I need to and I haven't done it be
fore." 

In adctition to talking directly with his 
children , Davis said a father seeking to 
change his ways sh ould get help from 
pr inted materials , a m en's group, or a 
counselor. 

"If he doesn't know how to be a dad, 
he needs to find someone who does know 
how." he emphasized. 

If this father happens to be divorced 
from his wife and is the non-custodial 
parent, Davis said he must realize that 
making a change will be even harder be
cau .. e oflimited time with his children. 

~When he is with the children, his fo
cus needs to be on relationships and char
acter rather than trying to appease his 
conscience about the divorce by over-do
ing things for them physically,"' he said. 

Finally, Davis ~uggested that fathers 
wanting to grow in thetr roles should 
set>k an ongoing mentonng relntion.ship 
with an older Clu-istian man. 

MI don't think you can O\-er-emphasize 
the role of good Christian men in your 
life , .. DavL ~aid. -And those of us who 
are older and ha\"e rai .. td our famihc~ 
need to think about ,,. ha\ we can ~ve to 
the n ~xt gen ernuon. Th i ... i ... w h t 
ch ange .. the rour~e of peoplt.,~- lh~.~, 

Program .and Lottie Moon offering in
creased 1.5 percent. Every dollar given 
to the offering is used exclusively for 
missionaries and their ministries. None 
of it is spent on s tateside administration 
or promotion. The offering is named af
ter the venerable 19th-century mission
ary who gave her life taking the Gospel 
to the people of China. 

New workers on hold 
In addition to budget cuts announced 

in May, board leaders will limit the 
number of new workers being sent over
seas by deferring appointments and 
putting candidates on ·hold, said Lloyd 
Atkinson, IMB vice president for mis
sionary personnel. 

"About 100 candidates who hoped to 
begin their missionary careers this year 
have been deferred to next year or put 
on hold/' Atkinson said. "That is a 
tremendous disappointment to them 
personally, as well as to missionaries on 
the field who hoped these urgent strate-
gic n eeds would be filled. • 

"We had anticipated sending another 
record number of long-term missionaries 
t his year, but that number is being lim
ited to about 400," he said. "In 2004, we 
will approve only 300 new long-term 
workers. This compares to 412 workers 
appointed in 2002 and 387 in 2001." The 
board also will restrict the number of 

short-term mi sionnrie. being ~ ent out. 
Atkinson said. 

Financial fa~tor 
The net growth of 239 ne"'" mit' ionor

ies a ppointed in 2002 e;t(cecded h) o9 
pe r ce nt t h e 150 nn t ictpnt <'d b) the 
boa rd's budget, said Da~ id Ste\(~r on . 
IMB vice president for fina nce. The situ
ation b as been compounded h) lhe Im
pact of the s tock ma rket's downt urn on 
IMB reserves. 

"This is not th e first time in IMB hls
tory that gr owth h as exceeded budget 
projections, but in the pas t we h ave 
been able to dra w from unrestricted re
serve funds to send and support the mis
sionarie s God is calling to meet the 
needs of a lost world ," Steverson said. 
"However , the performance of the stock 
market over t he last two years has r e
sulted in investment income bein g sed
ously diminished. 

"Most of the board's remaining re
serves are designated for r etirement, 
pensions, medical provisions, bene fits, 
missionary housing, and other r estric
tions designated by donors." 

In addition to restricting the number 
of new missionaries being sent out, the 
board h as taken action to reduce over
seas work budgets by $2 million and the 
home office support budget by $4 mil
lion, Steverson said. 0 

Layman wants to distrillute I million 
crosses as a reminder of God's love 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

KNOXVILLE - Bobby Mauk knows 
the love of Jesus Christ and be has a 
sincere desire for others to know His 
love as well. 

As a reminder of Jesus' love, Mauk 
makes a wooden cross on a base. He 
drives up a nail in the center to sym.: 
bolize the love Jesus had for everyone 
when he was nailed to the cross. 

The card t h at Mauk distributes 
with the cross asks the question, "Do 
you feel unloved." The card then says : 
"Gently press the palm of your hand 
against this nail and feel how much Je
sus loves you." It also cites John 3:16 
as a Scripture reference. 

Mauk, a deacon at Inskip Baptist 
Church here, has already given out 
nearly 1,000 of the crosses and has a 
goal of personally distributing one mil
lion of the crosses over the next three 
years. 

"This is a ministry for Him,"' Mauk 
emphasized. 

He r elated that be had a stroke las t 
year. '"That was an eye-opening experi
ence,"' acknowledged Mauk, who also 
serves a s part-tlme cus todia n a t In
skip. 

'"God bas given me another chance,~ 
:Mauk said. He noted that h e h as now 
dedicated himself to -working for the 
One and Only." 

~1auk is a ctive in the FAITH vi~ita
tion program at Ins ki p a nd regularly 
gives out the crosse~ a nd :;ha re ... his 
faith through per~onaJ vi::.its . 

He aJso find .. other way~ to per on
a lly hand out ·he cro.. .. . During Va
cation Bible School a t fn,..kip ln-..t \\: eek, 
• 'lauk bad ~n :.. material .. available to 
build 100 Cf()& e .. .. o children attendinu 
VB- a t. the church could make their 
own c.ro~ .. ~. He a1 ~ ba plan~ to pa ~ 

\ ' "-
' 

BOBBY MAUK, a deacon at lnskip 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, displays the 
wooden cross he makes along with a 
card he passes out with each cross. 
Mauk hopes to distribute 1 million 
crosses over the next few years. 

them out at community footba ll games 
and other events this year. 

Mauk has given out j uHt one or two 
crosses to others to give away becau e 
he senses .. God is calling me to do thif! 
personally, .. he said. 

Mauk ~aid the cro.-,se~ are relatively 
inexpensi\'e to make. A mend upplie 
him W1th wood scrap .. a nd a local Bap
tis t layman who own .. a printing com
pany supplied him .,.,;th hi fi t box of 
cards. He to ld • Iauk he would en him 
additional cards simply at oo l. 

Mauk ha been supported in ht en· 
dea\·or by his wife, Dori , v. ho encour
ageB him to take the t.ime he need to 
build the cro . - • 

The In kip Ia) man ke-ep a suppl) 
of cro~.. v.":ith h1m he can be ready 
for mini try. A,•at~ h. goal i mpl 

"'Through th c:r • mDJibe peo-
pl ill understand t.hnt Jesu Ch 
do .. Jo,. them.R , 
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Top 50 Churches in 
Baptisms for 2001-2002 

Top 50 Churches in 

(for year ending Sept. 30, compiled from Annual Church Profile) 

CP Giving ~or 2007 -2002 
(for year ending Oct. 31 , compiled from TBC records) 

Members/Baptisms • Pe r Capita Giving • 
Church Resident Baptisms Members/ Church Resident 

Members 
125 
28 

Amount 
Park Lane, Knoxville 

Members 
135 

Baptl$mll 

Hermitage Springs, Red Boiling Springs 
New St. Johns, Milan 
Forty Forks, Bethel Springs 
Cross Bridges, Columbia 
Oak lawn, Jackson 
Eas tland, Nashvill.e 
Dorothy Street Mission, Kingsport 
Village, Mount Juliet 
New Hope, Hohenwald 

East View, Etowah 
Cedar Grove, Lebanon 
Only, Only 
Bethel, Knoxville 

Brittsville, Georgetown 
First, Beech Grove 
Faith Temple, Nashville 
New Life, Columbia 
Midway, Dover 
Pa.rk Road, Jamestown 
East Hickman, Lyles 
Hampshire, Hampshire 

• 

Faith BAptist Mission, Vanleer 
New Hope, Middleton 
Emmanuel, Crossville 
Stonebrook, Smyrna 
First, Cumberland Gap 
Liberlr., McEwen 
Beacon, Cleveland 
Spring Creek, Spring Creek 
Silerton, Silerton 

''New Hope flis:i~an!ic?iCll~~;~j~:a:~~~ 
Bledsoe Creek, Bethpage 
Flat Mountain, Dunlap 
Fi~st, Palmer 
Calvar.r, Oresden 
First, Campaign 
Hickory V:Uley, Maynardville 
Elon, Halls 
First, Rickman 
Tuckahoe, Knoxville 
Grace, Doyle 
Bethel, Palmyt"a 
Solid Rock, Prospect 
New Life, Lafayette 
Mount Hermon, Clarksville 
Covenant, Bristol 
Rock Springs, Butler 
True Life Church, Atoka 
Warrensburg, Mohawk 

22 
8 
5 

70 
125 
679 

29· 
169 
65 

75 

38 
58 
39 
12: . . 

80 
34 
60 
2"6: -
-~ 
51 

167 
33 

44 
118 

89 

70 

45 

131 1.0 
15 1.5 

4 2.0 
2 2.5 

27 
45 

242 
iO • 
56 
20. 

22 
32 
10 
20 

30 
13 

19 
8 

14 
6 -

11 
36 

7 
16 . ,, " 

9 
24 

18 

9 

2.6 
2.8 
2.8 
2.9 
3.0 
3.3 

3.4 
3.5 
3.5 
3.7 

3.7 
3.8 
3.8 
3.9 
3.9 
4.0 

4.2 
4.3 
4.3 
4.3 
4.6 
4.6 
4.7 
4.a 
4.9 
4.9 

4.9 

5.0 
5.0 

s.o 
........,-..,._._..,..,..,.._~, 5.1, 

15 

5.2 
5.2 
5.2 
5.3 
5.4 
5.4 
5.4 
5.5 

5.5 
5.5 
5.5 

·-~-....... ...:-·~· 5.6 t 
5.6 
5.8 

• Members/Baptisms repre~ents the number of resident members required to 
result, in one person making the decision to be baptized . . 

Total Bapti.s_,s 
Church 

' .. 

Resident 
Members . 
- 21,686 . Bellevue, Cordova 

S~cond, Millington 
Eastland, Nashville 
Grace, Knoxville 

, ~ ~. ·~·. )~w; .• ~~~;Q~5.,:.5;i~~-':~. 

First, Smyrna 
Long Hollow, Hendersonville 
First, Concord, Knoxville 
Higher Ground, Kingsport 
Greater Missionary, Clarksville 
First, Clarksville 
Central, Hixson 
Sevier Heights, Knoxville 
Hillcrest, Lebanon 

Faith Promise, Knoxville 
Park Lane, Knoxville 
First, Millington 
First, Cleveland 
Gcnnantown, Germantown 
Thompson Station, Thompson Station 
First, Sevierville 

679 
j~~098 
2,879 

,, .. ., t,350 

5,096 
2,989 

2,47~ 

3,~5 
5,215 

~ 4,207 
1,258 

. "" 1,004 
135 

2,iS6. 
3,470 

M6,079 

1,096 

.Total; · 
Baptisms 

801 
301 . ' 

Faith, Bartlett 
,.} .. ~11 

1,997 
.w '", 

242 

219 
203 
200 
184 
181 
154 
146 
142 
141 
140 
138. 
131 
ll,l 

109 
108 
104 
103, 

' Kirby Woods, Memphis 

Round Lick, Watertown 
Gladeville, Gladeville 

Green Hill , Mount Juliet 
Ellendale, Bartlett 
First, Pulaski 
First, Mount Juliet 
West Jackson, Jackson 
Long Heights, McKenzie 
Chilhowee Hills, Knoxville 
Englewood, Jackson 
Towering Oaks, Greeneville 
Immanuel, Lebanon 
Stevens Street, Cookeville 
Watson Chapel, Madisonville 
Stones River, Smyrna 
Clearview, Franklin 
Leawood, Memphis 
Woodland Park, Chattanooga 
Wallace Memorial, Knoxville 
First, Dickson 
Hilldale, Clarksville 
First, Columbia 
Brown Spri~gs, Mosheim 
Brentwood, Brentwood 
First., Shelbyville 
First, JQelton 
First, Collierville 
Calvalj•, Oak Ridge 

• 

• Church did not report any resident members, 

~ . "' .}Jl;9,~~,. ·· ... \; '' 
1;126 

'I?U 
' J ., 

815 
. o* 

1,400 
'1.,526 
2,28.8 

535 
1,188 
2,245 

900 
2,535 
1,279 

579 
931 

1,371 
2,148 
1,478 
2,538 
1.813 
1,709 

lftW 
828 

3,115, 
1,049 
1,693 
2.112 
1,502 

101 
9 .~ 

93 ,. 
91 

91 
. 84 
83 
82 
82 
81 
81 
81 
78 
76 
74 
73 
71 
71 
71 
71 
70 
70 
69 
68 
68 
68 
66 
66 
65 
65 

• 

Smyrna, Burlison 
Rosedale, Nashville 
Eastanallee, Riceville 
Legacy, Woodlawn 
New Hope, Bell Buckle 
Fairview, 0~ Ridge , 
Long Hollow, Hendersonville 
:Sethel,, -Greenfield 
Calvary, Rutherford 

Indian Springs, Kingsport 
Sinking Creek, Johnson City 
Persia, Rogersville 

522 
10 
17 
40 

1,350 
363 
22 

818 
44 

280 

$315.33 
$277.93 
$218.35 
$195.14 
$185.38 
$1'85.34 
$184.27 
$1.82.10 
$182.09 
$172.63 
$165.83 
$156.31 

Bethel, Greenbrier - 480 $155.43 
First, Grand Junction 182 $146.98 
First, Humboldt • 1,006 $146.78 
Concord, Chattanooga '141 $146.41 
Southwestern, Johnson City . 354 $144.47 
First, Paris 997 $142.96 
Allen, Brownsville 171 $142.30 
Alpha, Morristown 1,245 $140.80 
Silverdale, Chattanooga 1,582 $140.24 
Covenant, Germ(\ntow:n. ~ ~ , ,~ 252 $132.77 
Colonial Heights, Kingsport 1,118 $132.67 

First, Cookevill~ " · 0 %i ;•7; ·}, 1,646 $132.30 
North Etowah, Etowah 631 $131.25 
Raleil(h North, MillliiJ#.On< , .... "' , 65. $128.88 
Spring Creek, Spring Creek 118 $128.72 

• • .... ~ '":''"'•. Mo ........ , ·-·~·.·.,.~: _:···_ ·~.. • • $ ' ft'o' Hillcrest, D>>ersbU""• .of)( ... ,,,.,, ··, • :i.<t·r'''"''; . · :: . .-,, ·484 ' l.:.o,O.S 
'First,.TulJa~oma M • ., • "'' 4~~..., ... , x•··""'"""«"'"~'"'··I,i17' ··· $127.37 

.~o'tl:n · . . $i26.st 
Judson, Nashville 1,256 $126.37 
.Ne~ Hope,:H_e~itag~;f) .... 'k~~,~t}$Y~ '· ,ifo,o , .:.. $126.29 
Rock Springs, LaVergne 79 $125.53 
,Hickro&.A, llickman ' ...,. - ';, ~ ps· ·" $t2~.29 · 
Holts 'comer: Chape.l Hill ' 155 $122.62 

Grace, Ri{lley • · .. ~:' ~ $122.61 
Orlinda, Orlinda $122.41 
Tri-Cities, Gray ' • · ·; ~ , · $'122. 1.6 
First, Somerville 682 $122.04 
Coope~f9wtLCo.mm.unity, s~~gfi~lcr'·~. '_ 137 $121.63 
Roarks Cove, Decherd 41 $121.54 
Colonia!, Memphis _ • 9!6 • . ' $121.20 
Parkway, Goodlettsville 916 $121.18 

First, Calhoun 421 $120.96 
First, Covington 739 $120.50 
Ararat, JaoksoQ 26fh ~$ll8.24 

... .. • t· 

First, Jamestown ' 349 $118.09 
Wb~te ~aK; Ch:attan~.¢~ ~~~K"~, .. : ,494.' :t • • • $l'L'7.27 
Beulah, , . 304 $116.9.0 

. '·.··. ·. • • . 1~f.J't' ~·"-« : $U5.95. ~ 
' . ~ ........ ;w.:J;~~::,~· .~,.:.~..,.., •\ .. ~ 

* Resident membership iruormation from Annual Church Profile for year 
ending Sept. 30; 20.Q2. CP infomiatilm fr.9m TBC Treasurer's Report for 
year ending Oct. 31, 2002. . 

Tota l Amount' of Giving 
I ' I • ' • ' J 

.. ' 

Church &n[lent 

First, 
Red Bank, Chattanooga 

Wallace Memorial, Knoxville 

Silverdale, Chattanooga 
Brainerd, Chattanooga 
Belle Aire, Murfreesboro 

First, Juliet 
First, Powell 
Judson, Nashville 

Menibers 

•$704,169• 

="'· ··,...,..~ . ~3'0,l.W 

2,538 
2,288 
2,186 

$377,717 
$274,573 
$266,933 
$259~953 , .. 
$250,614 
$248,769 
$245,676 
$244,474 
$242,737 
$236,073 
$230,874 
~223;384 
$221,852 
$221,032 
$220,000 

:~~~ l21;qi;'16~ 
$184,080 
$1:83,700 

7Q<i;Q1 

~162,000 
1,256 $158,718 

~~:.,h.:_·;,:_-::. ..... U5U9l 
$151,766 

Indian Sprlngs, Kingsport $151,571 
First, Lexington $150,192 

Firs Dic!UiOii _.;,.,.;o~;...,;...-;~~!.!:.t:~_.;-- $148,901 
Central Bearden, Knoxville 2,844 $148,530 
Colonial Heights, Kingsport 1,118 $148,328 
First, Humboldt 1,006 $147,662 
Fiiit, NiWivine - - nli $143,688 

---~ First, Paris 997 $142,529 
First, Tullahoma $142,267 
First, Jackson $138,776 
Bartlett, Bartlett $137,495 
Centra.!, Fountain City, KnoXVille 1,753 $135,994 
Forest Hills, Nashville 1,472 $135,325 
ClearView, Franklin 1,371 $132,633 
TUlip rove, 0laHickocy: !,45:V $130,470 
First, Columbia ;1.,246 $128,614 
Centt;aJ, J ohnson City 1,538 $128,432 
First, Lenoir City 1,988 $122,956 
Englewood, ackiion __ _,,......_....,~,245 $126,838 

Faith, Bartlett 1,997 $118,243 
Springfield, Springfield !JOSS $116,024 
Stevens Street, Cookeville 1,279 $113,996 
EastanaUee, Riceville 522 $113,979 

Tennessee news 

State churches ci 
- Continued from page 1 
figure s increased this year. 
This fact makes me wonder if 
numbers decreased in Ten
nessee due to lack of reporting 
or inaccurate reporting. Regis
tration for the Missions Get
Together in Gatlinburg · March 

' 2 1-23 was over 2,000. It was 
one of the best attended meet
ings Tenness·ee WMU has 
sponsored. . 

"The mission of WMU has 
not changed, although Ameri
can culture has. Families are 
busy; the majority of women 
work outside the home; youth 
and children participate in 
many extracurricular activi
ties; church calendars offer 
diverse opportunities for indi
viduals to make choices. Mis
sions education is just one op
tion. 

"Missions education is an 
essential element of a healthy 

outstanding leadt' 
trained to work with 
in Tennessee that do 
missions education. 

"I am actually ""~"'• 
to know that there 
WMU members in 
They are ca rrying 
Great Commission on 
weekly, and month 
concluded PhHhps. 

The next largest 
rollment was rttllOited 
pleship Tiaiiiing, 
dropped 4.1 pe~t. 
before it declined 5.9 
Enrollment increased 
cent the previous year. 

Mark Miller, who 
DT for the TBC sta 

church. WMU seeks to inv0lve ucatio 
as many people as pos~ible in els of 
fh e missions min-istry of a day. :Q 
church . People who are in- MILLER ship T 
volved in WMU-sponsored op- is still 
portunities for missions aware- in many churches, but · 
ness and involvement can be - · is that only 51 percem 
identified and counted as par-. ci1~rS!hes reported D 
ticipants or members," contiJ!- year. . · • 
u~d Phillips. _ ~.~:. In . to day's rush to c 

"Tennessee WMU h as a l-. ::._~_: .:_afi=:.ehoosing to for, 
ready implemented a missions {fast arid rushing towa 
growth strategy. In May six ~:see State churche~ 

"' . : ... :_ -:... ~·;:- ~. .... -:;n"",-
~ ;..." :.-~~ .... " ~~-

. -- ....:.-

Average Tennessee Church .in Four Categ( 
, . ' ., .- . -

Witl1 1·200 resident members 
,(1 ,383 or 54.1% of churches) 

>-. Resident members ..... , .............. : ....................................................................... .. . . . " . 

>- Baptisms ..... ....................... ............................................................................... .. 

>- Sund~y School enroll~ent ......................... : ....................................................... . . ' . 
>- Discipleship Training enrollment ......................................................................... ~ 
>- Music enrollment ........................................................... : ................................. .. 
>- WMU enrollment. ................... : ........................................................................... .. 

>- Brotherhood enrollment ........................................... : ................................... .. 

With 201-500 resident members 
(807. or ~1.6% of churches) 

>- Resident members ............................................................................................... 1 

>- Baptisms ................................................................................................ , .... .. 
>- Sunday-School enrollment ............................... , ........................................... . 

>- Discipleship Training enrollment .......................................... > ....................... .... _, 

>- Music enrollment ........... , ... : ................... : ............ : .................................................. 1 

>- WMU enrollment. ............... ,, ... , .... , .. , ........................................................... .. 

>- Brottterhood enrolh:nent .......................................................................................... 1 

With 50~ -999 resident members · 
(262 or 10.2% of churches) ->- Resident members ............................................................................................. .. 

>- Bapt1sms ............................................................................................................... . 

>- Sunday School enrollment ................................................................................. .. 
>- Discipleship Training enrollment ........................................................................ ~ .. 
>- Music enrollment ................................................................................................... , 

>- WMU enrollment. ..................................................................................... ~ .... ~ ... . 
>- Brotherhood enrollment ..................................................................................... ~ .. . 

With 1 ,000-plus resident members 
(125 or 4.1% of churches) 

>- Resident members .... ....... ................ ................ ..... ........ ................................... .. 

>- Baptisms ............................................. , ......................................................... -· 
• >- Sunday School enrollment .............................................................................. ·· .. . 

>- Discipleship Training enrollment ..................................................................... ~ .... . 
>- Music enrollment ........... ..................................................................................... ~·· 
,._ WMU enrollment.. ........................................................................................ · ·· ... .. 
,._ Brotherhood enrollme11t. ... ...... . . .......... ..... .......... ........... ................... .............. ,_ .. . 

Data from 560 of the total of 3.170 churches were not included beea• 'SA -=',: 
resident members. Prepared by Raymond Smith for the TBC from Annual 
provided each year by Tennessee Baptist churches. 
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iO ectlons 

Lonnie Wille ey, editor 

ndnv IS Father's Day. 
~~me. l•ven those with 

it's jut~t another day on the 
dnr. But for me , it is a 

IU!lllt~ J Jove my family and 
lly do something spe

t day. 
ave to admit that when I 

a father I had no clue 
how to .. do it." I never 

my father. I had role mod
y grandfather (Pop) was 
imary role model. But I 

1 IJ ~~t ad others. My uncle Bm 
he dad CEdward Coggins) 
' best friend growing up 

were and are still key figures in 
my life. But I never knew what 
it was like to have the day to 
day influence a dad provides to 
his kids and family. 

So, in my case, it's been "on 
the job" training. And I have 
come to realize it's a job that 
will never end. Even after your 
kids are grown and out on their 
own, you are still their dad. It's 
also a job where you continually 
learn from your mistakes. 

On page one of this issue is a 
story entitled "Fathers must be 
more than breadwinners." I en
courage everyone, especially 
dads, to read this article. 

Cos Davis, a counselor in 
Franklin , takes note of five 
things a "loving, committed fa
ther brings to his family." 

He is careful to point out the 
father doesn't do i t by himself. 
He must work in harmony with 

his wife. 
The five elements a father 

brings to his children, according 
to Davis, are s tability, disci
pline, teaching them about r ela
tionships {with God, self, and 
others), instilling character and 
values, and encouragement. 

As I ran down the list I gave 
myself a "grade" on each of 
those elements. I scored high on 
some (according to my estimate; 
Joanna and Daniel may dis
agree) and not so high on oth
ers. 

He observed that many fa
thers have the idea that "pro
viding for their children means 
they need to provide everything 
they didn't have as they grew 
up, which is primarily finan
cial." 

H e goes on to say that t h e 
"greatest gifts we can give to 
our children are not material at 

I • 

r il 
all. They are thing:; of charact.er 
and development." 

My friend o.nd Sunday School 
teacher. Stacy Bell, take::. it a 
step further. 

On the Sunday after his son, 
Allan, graduated from high 
school, Stacy reflected on Al
lan's graduation t hat weekend. 

H e noted that while he and 
hi s wife, Caryl, could have 
clothed him in the best clothes. 
bought him the best car, and 
made sure all his outward 
needs were met, that was not 
their main task. Their main 
concern, he stressed , was "did 
we take him to the cross? 

"Did we take him to where 
life's lessons are learned, where 
J esu s taught us to love, where 
Je su s taught us to forgive , 
where Jesus taught us commit
ment and obedience, where J e
sus taught u s to see." 

Hi . comments in und ' 
~ 

""chool madl nn impr ~ ... ion \)4? 
cau~c they ar • -.o tnt ·. 

~!any p ~lrenl~ think th air 
child ha~ tu hll\ e the b '-•t l' tr. 
the late~t dl·~igncr clothl·s. nne! 
more. 

Wh en ull i~ ~aid 11nc.l clnnt· . 
howcvel·, those matodnl po~'t'!4-
sions will he long gum• und fo•·
gotten and ptohnbly buried in 
some landfill. 

What ultimately muller~ i · 
did we teach our clnldrcn the 
importance of that pc1·sonul r e
lationship with Jesus Chnsl. As 
Stacy put it: Did we take our 
child to the cross? 

On Father's Day reflect on 
where you are as a dad C parent). 
If your dad i s sti ll living, let 
him know how importa nt he is 
and how much you love him. 

Good dads (and morns) arc a 
blessing from God. "1 

nnesseans must make 'Three Million and Me' a priority 
• .;ang 

r< 

By Jerry Essary 
~ ~-----

· ill never forget the day 
it dawned on me how 

Lrched the state of Ten
really was. There were 

al emot1ons that ran 
~h my mind as I contem

the almost three million 
Jhlll '\-ched people in ow· great 

:tl'he emotions of' shame, 
r-n , compassion, bl·oken
:tnd wonder all came over 

of this led to a n over
'\.ing sense that we were 

facing a seemingly impossible 
task of winning our state to J e
sus Christ. I remember asking 
God, "How is it going to be pos
s ible to reach all these people?" 

It was at this point that God 
began to speak to m e. All I 
could think of was a simple 
phrase "three million and me!" 
That thought kept going over 
and over in my mind. 

I began reading in the book. 
of Acts about all that God did to 
reach the world at that time. I 
recalled all of the great mira
cles and events that took place 
and all the people that were 
added to the church. Then it 
dawned on me that all this hap
pened as God u sed ordinary 
men and women on a daily ba
sis to accomplish His will. It 

was personal, it was a priority, 
and it w a s providential to 
them. 

If we are going to reach t he 
state of Tennessee for Jesus, it 
must become personal to me. 
Even though we work together 
as Southern Baptists to reach 
our world there must be an in
dividual commitment from each 
of u s to do so. 

All who have a personal rela
tionship with Jesus Christ also 
have a personal responsibility 
to share Jesus with those 
around them. It is recorded in 
Acts 1:8 that Jesus said, "But 
you shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit bas come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses 
to Me in Jerusalem, .and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth." 
If we are going to reach the 

state of Tennessee for Jesus, it 
must become a priority to me. 
It is of utmost importance that 
these people are reached with 
t h e gospel. Acts 5:42 tells us 
"And daily in the temple, and in 
every house, they did not cease 
teaching a nd preaching J esus 
as . the Christ." They were so 
overwhelmed by their personal 
relationship with J esus that 
they could not keep it to them
selves. They daily shar e d the 
gospel. It was a priority to 
them. 

If we are going to reach the 
state of Tennessee for Jesu s, it 
will be a providential happen-

• 
ing. It is the Lord who saves 
souls and adds to the church. 

Acts 2:4 7 tells u s " ... And t he 
Lord added to the church daily 
those who are being saved." All 
of us understand that it is God 
who adds to the church. But at 
the same time He wants to use 
you and me to fu]fi]] His plan. I 
am faithful through sharing the 
gospel and God a dds to the 
church . It is all of God and none 
of me. 

I believe t h e almost three 
million unchurched p eople in 
Tennessee can be reached if 
more individual Christians 
across the state will make it 
personal, m ake it a priorjty, 
and understand that it is provi
dential. It really is "Three Mil
lion and Me." 0 - Essary is 
evangelism specialist in the TBC 
Evangelism Strateg ies Group. 

ce Almighty' not worth the laughs and it trivializes G 

ews 

Brady 

~vhat lengths will society 
entertainment? Outra
athlete salaries. ridicu

realit v TV shows and • 
;ristic sitcoms featuring 
·ntely dy::.functional fami-
te the Osbornet' hnve now 
topped by Hollywood's 
! Almighty." a motion pic-

1 ·rented for the mindless 
at ainment of the ma 'ses. 

dditlon to gt·owing tired 
nt \s pre cntcd ns enter
nt a troublesome assue 

th1 ... latest film •~ that it 
nly reduces God to a 
~ic,tl plaything for human-
ut does so with the sole 
~e of mere nmu~ement. 
,.ood hns no" pro\'en that 
• •~ quite comfortable trlv

tht:> sacn.'<i on the :Hlvcr 

In the movie, Bruce Nolen 
(played by Jim Carrey) is grant
ed God's powers after griping 
about life's circumstances and 
after accusing God (Morgan 
Freeman) of "not doing his job." 
The movie is a silly tale of how 
he handles such supernatural 
a bilities, flippantly raising 
women's skirts, parting the wa
ters of tomato soup, causing 
monkeys to materialize from 
people's rear ends, and the list 
goes on ad nauseum . 

Early on, with the goal of 
com~oling him about his humor
ous. but often less-than-respect
ed report-er job at a Buffalo tele
vision station. Bruce's girlfriend 
Grace (Jennifer Aniston) tells 
him. -[T]bere's nothing wrong 
with making people laugh." 
This one line, while sounding 
harmless. reveals Carrey·s real
life approach to acting and pro
,;des funher insight to his re
cent comment - .. Sc __ w 
everybody .... I make people 
laugh.~ It is from th1s frame· 
work that the movie progresses 
with the lone objecti' e of creat
ing )aught~r-

There ~~ much 1n thi.:-

mov ie that will lead · one to 
laughter - and if not laugh
t er, at least smirking. Jim 
Carrey is a funny person. Just 
keeping up with his facial ex
pressions is am u sing. And 
throughout the story, Carrey's 
high-energy hilarity forces 
many to laugh - at t imes al
most uncontrollably. Topic 
notwithstanding, Carrey is 
unarguably a comic. 

In and of itself, laughter is a 
good thing. And while "there's 
nothing wrong with making 
people laugh" (which no doubt 
is the motivation of this mone) 
it is at the same time precisely 
this kind of thinking that will 
blind many summer moviego
ers to the real issue behind 
theu momentary mirth. The 
concern with Bruce Almighty 
is not that it makes people 
laugh. but that it uses the 
things of God to bring about 
laughter. 

To tr.i"ialize something is to 
make it commonplace or ordi
nary. BTuce Almighty goes 
about trh·ializing the per,on 
and power~ of God by making 
Him out to be primarily an ob-

j ect for entertainment- just 
as any other comedic tool is 
used to elicit laughter. God cer
tainly does not frown upon 
laughing. But some things are 
not intended to be laughed at 
- t h ey are sacred. This was 
clearly evidenced by the imme
diate moans in one theater 
wh en Bruce, at the beginning 
of the movie, told God to His 
face that He "s ____ d." It was 
obvious among those present
the godly as well as the not-so
godly - that some kind of line 
had just been crossed. (One 
pass ing side note: A quick sur
vey of the Bible reveals that 
God has killed people for less 
than what Bruce says.\ 

There i much talk today in 
America about values. )1any 
say that the fabric of a society 
can be determined by ob~rving 
its moral ideaL. True. However. 
one albo might illgge;;t that the 
~oul of a ociety i' reflected by 
what it is willing to laugh at. 
People in theater .. may be 
laugbmg over the ne t e ·eral 
month • but God may not be. 
He i not a divine comedian. 
And with apologie~ t.o Bruce 

Nolan and other self-centered 
individuals on the planet, God 
does not exist for the earthly 
pleasures or preferences of the 
human race. Thoughts of God 
are to flow, at the least, from a 
profound respect and deep rev
erence for Him. 

Yes, Proverbs says laughter 
is good medicine. But laugh 
with di scernment. "No one 
makes a fool of Cod," the Apo!i· 
tle Paul wrote in Galatian~ 6:7-
8 ... What a person plants, he 
will harve:;t. The per on who 
plants seJfi,..hne . ignoring tht: 
need:t of other ... - ignoring God 
- harve t a crop of weed . 
But the one who plan in rc
::.pon e to God, letting God' 
Spitit do the work in him, har
\'e.oli a crop or real life. eternal 
life ... 

Some thing hould never be 
the ource of n culture' enter
tainment. In these day , unfor
tunately. the line bct.wecn cn
tenainment and bla phemy 
\\ill be cro d - unJes mdt
"•iduat think car fuJiy about 
Y<hat i~ 1augh.abl :-1 - Brady IS 
mims er ·o the umverstty a1 Unum 
Umversliy m Jact.son. 

• 
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Losses in other areas 

State churches cite gCJins in total members ••• 
- Continued from page 4 
cliff of the cutting edge. Chris
tian education in the 21st cen
tury must be about creating a 
sys tem that recognizes the 
need for spiritual transforma
tion," explained Miller. 

"Our Christian education 
programs must be about meet
ing real, identified spiritu al, 
social , and emotional needs of 
people. Discipleship is not a 
diploma to be earned but a 
journey to be lived. 

''The Church Growth Strate
gies Group is committed to 
helping pastors and disciple
ship leaders build a process of 
discipleship that pulls people 
forward toward spiritual matu
rity," concluded Miller. 

Music 
Enrollment in music pro

grams showed a decline of 2.2· 
percent, although the program 
enjoyed the next to the largest 
increase of any reporting area 
last year. That year music en
rollment was up 4.8 percent. 
The previous ye~r it also was 
up 11.1 percent. 

Paul Clark, worship and 
music specialist for the TBC 
staff, said , "Since this decline 
in overall music enrollment fol
lows two consecutive years of 
significant numerical growth 
in Tennessee, we will want to 
observe whether we are seeing 
a trend. 

"One factor contributing to 
a decline may be ~hat some 
music ministries have become 
more loosely structured, and 
may be less likely to partici
pate in standard record-keep
ing and reporting. Another 
factor may be the populari~ed 

national trend toward utilizing 
small praise bands as the pri

mary worship 
music leader
ship ensemble 
1n many 
churches re
placing the 
traditional 
choir " said 

' Clark. 
CLARK · "The 'trick-

le down' effect 
of that trend will be a decline 
in children and youth partici
pating in music learning and 
development opportunities. 

"Pastors and music leaders 
in Tennessee would do well to 
carefully and critically evalu
ate the long-term effects of any 
de-emphasis of the choir. Effec
tive music ministries work to 
strengthen and grow the choir 
members' and instrumental
ists' understanding of their re
sponsibility in worship leader
ship (no matter what style), 
while discipling children and 
youth to u se their talent in 
ministry and worship," con
cluded Clark. 

Baptisms 
Baptisms dropped 1.8 per

cent, but less than the previ
ou·s year when they dropped 
4.4 percent. The former year 
baptisms dropped 1.9 percent. 

Commenting ·On the report, 
Larry Gilmore, who will begin 
_serving as leader of the TBC 
Evangelism Strategies Group 
June 13, said, "It is always dis
turbing when we recognize 
that we are not giving first 
class loyalty to first class prior
ities. The statistics reveal that 
we are not givin g priority to 

our Lord's Great Commission 
as we should. 

"Rather than beating our
selves up, let's just do some
thing about it! Your Evange
lism Strategies Group is work

GILMORE 

ing to refocus 
the emphasis 
of evangelism 
to encourage 
and help Ten
nessee Bap
tists put the 
main thing 
back in the 
main spot," 
said Gilmore. 

"We need your input and 
also stand ready to assist you 
as we work together to reach 
the three million lost people in 
Tennessee who live all around. 
·us." 

Sunday School 
Sunday School enrollment 

dropped 1.4 percent. It also 
dropped 1.4 percent the former 
year but increased the previ
ous year 0.4 percent. 

Tim Holcomb, leader of the 
Church Growth Strategies 
Group of the TBC, said, 
"Among many reasons for this 
trend_is the mos t significant 
reason why Tennessee Baptist 

. HOL.COMB 

'Sunday 
Schools aren't 
grow1ng. 
Churches are -
not starting 
new Sunday 
School units. 
New classes 
will grow, new 
classes will 
Increase en

rollment, new clas·ses will in
crease attendance, and new 

classes will increase giving to development for men. 
the church. "I s ee evidence all 

" 'Create One' is an effort to our state that men are 
instruct, encourage and affirm ing the call for a U'l:'1:'1..11 

new Sunday School units in tionship with the 
our churches. All memb~rs of have focused on P'Pn•m•i 

the Church Growth Strategies church men who in 
Group will be happy to assist build relationships w 
in starting a new unit," stated men and guide them 
Holcomb. saving relationship 

Resident members Christ," he said. 
Resident members of "I am confident tllat 

churches dropped 0.1 percent. al growth is m:cnrring 
In 2000-2001 they dropped 1.3 cannot be measured n 
percent and in 1999-2000 they cally. Healthy men are 
decreased 2.2 percent. grow healthy churches 

Men's Ministry nessee," Williams ..,wa~. 
Unfortunately, statistics on Overall ACP _.,,~, 

Men's Ministry enrollment Concerning the nu ....... 

were not available because a report, Smith said fo 
question was left off of the cent fewer churches 
ACP questionnaire . In the this year as compared 
previous y~ar the area showed year. The previous 
the largest increase of any porting was up by 
area of reporting - 8.8 per- cent. But with the help 
cent. In 1999-00 it also associational offices, 
showed a big increase - 29.8 received this year 
percent. complete, he said. This 

Gene Williams who leads the 2001-2002 report 
Men's Ministry for the 'TBC a more complete view of 
staff, explained Men's Ministry ties for the 2,610 cnuii'Ct1 
is used in Tennessee instead of porting this year, -uw.u 1 

- WILLIAMS 

men/boys -mis- · ·plained. 
sion · educa- eul'rently the TBC 
tion used in 3,100J~a.r.>tist churc 
the na tionar mif$sion -congregations. 
ACP. · . ~-9fthQSe churches 

"In Ten- sfUns ~ot share their 
nessee we use mation, he added. 
the umbrella . . :: 'Fhis leaves a fee))n@ 
te~m . Men:s;;_~si~zzle piece .. YOI 
M 1 n 1 s. t r y ;' "'tl'l:fe out what the p1ct 

. # • • 

which is syn
onymous with what wedused to 
call Broth.erheod. Men's Min
istry includes Men and ~oys in 
Mission groups and teams like 
accountability and spiritual 

but w.oulqn't it be nice td 
.- t' 

all the p1eces together," 
said . 

See story on Southern 
tist Convention ACP reM 
low. 0 

2002 SBC me"'bership reaches all-time high of 16.2 mill' 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Membership 
in Southern Baptist churches 
reached a record 16,247,736 in 
2002, a 1.21 percent increase 
over the previous year, or 
194,816 additional members. 

The total number of churches 
grew to 42,775, a 1.04 percent 
increase, or 441 churches more 
than the 2001 total of 42,334. At 
the same time, church-type mis
sions operated by churches grew 
10.26 percent to a total of 5,439, 
an increase of 506. 

Life Way Christian Resources 
of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion compiles the Annual 
Church Profile from church re
ports routed through local Bap
t ist associations and state con
ventions. · 

While membership grew, the 
number of baptisms - 394,893 
- reflected a decline of 0.26 per
cent or 1,037. 

Sunday morning average 
worship attendance grew by 1.9 
percent or 108,965 to 5,839,945. 

Music ministry 
enrollment/participation de
creased 2.98 percent or 51,009 

to a total of 1,658,310. 
Other increases were report

ed in total tithes, offerings, and 
special gifts to $8,681,491,558 
(4.41 percent above 2001), as 
well as undesignated receipts of 
$6,786,994,352 (5.3 percent 
above 2001). Total receipts in
creased by 5.89 percent to 
$9,461,603,271. 

Sunday School enrollment 
declined 8,251 or 0.10 percent to 
a total of 8,174,493. Discipleship 
training enrollment/participa
tion showed an increase of 1.45 
percent, or 30,038 to a total of 
2,100,752, following a 6.24 per
cent decrease in 2001. 

Woman's Missionary Union 
enrollment and men/boys mis
sion education enrollment both 
showed increases. WMU enroll
ment increased by 105,434, or 
12.29 percent, to a total of 
963,114. Men/boys mission edu
cation enrollment grew 3.08 per
cent or 13,009 to 435,646. 

Total mission expenditures* 
were up 4.94 percent, totaling 
$1,028,650,682, a $48,426,439 

' 
increase above 2001 totals. 
(*Data not reported by South 
Carolina.) Q 

SBC Denominational Statistics Compiled from 2002 ACP 

Total 

Mission Education EnroUment 

Gifts 

(1) Data not reported by South Carolina. 

2002.2001 

Numeric 

Prepared by Strategic Information & Planning Section, UfeWay Christian Resources, Nashville. 
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ptists minister to NASCAR race fans at Bristol 
... ,. • ., Knox 

Mmistnes Newsletter" 
· from their loeal churches. We 

have been tremendously 
blessed by how the ministries 
have grown over the years." STOl...- A concerted ef

praycr can make a dif-
. in the spiritual success 

....... , ... sec Baptist Family 
!Jd nnn.ually at the 
"Rncc at the Bristol Mo
cdway, according to a 
see Baptist minister of 

• one way every church 
, mvolved is prayer," 
m Elam, minister of 
t Bluff City First Bap

urch. "A concerted effort 
r will a lways make a 
ce in the spiritual sue
he Family Day min-

a.d sharing the love of 
o 200,000 race fans at 
ing Races.» 
ast 40 Tennessee Bap
l'Ches and other area 
~s were involved in this 
~risto1 Motor Raceway 
•ies during the Spring 
D<:kend March 22-23 at 
l\1otor Speedway, ac-

to Elam, who also 
\s the Bristol Motor 

L y Ministries director. 
.lnv cl\urc\t lllt:ntben:• 

bnkcd cooktes. worked 
mpgrounds, provided 

I support, and served 
· ns. "Bristol Raceway 

1es holds nine simulta
rorship services on Sun
ming of the Spring 
aid Elam. ''The main 
of Bristol Raceway 

· es is to offer opportuni
\.vorship to people away 

inistries Newsletter" 

155 participants at
tended the sec
ond annual 
Royal Ambas
sador Wilder
ness Challenge 
regional event 
March 28-29 at 

Reservation near Gal-

rom across :Middle 
•ee with their leaders 
tl the two-dav event, -ed by the Nashville 

ssociation and the 
'ee Baptist Convention. 
rness Challenge 
~tith a game of "Under
Church.- which is a 
n of "Hide and Seek
to the evening's Camp
nee. The servil-e fo-
1 n rnLsionary couple 
in a country where it is 
l "'hare Christ. 
~ ee.n the game and 

'1n addition, thank you to 
the many churches, who bring 
their youth and children to 
Family Day every year.~' 

Elam estimated this year 
that 60,000 programs were dis
tributed, which included the 
Plan of Salvation, to NASCAR 
race fans. Also handed out were 
6,000 New Testaments, 10,000 
"Path way to Real Victory 
Tracts," 10,000 NASCAR Trivia 
brochures which included the 
Plan of Salvation, along with 
1,000 tapes and CDs that were 
given away at the camp-
grounds. Each family campsite 
in the campgrounds was minis
tered to March 21-24 with 
breakfast a couple of days and 
snacks to show the love of Je
sus. Local churches also sup
plied around 60,000 bags of 
homemade cookies to fans. 

Bristol Raceway Ministries 
(BRM) has a strong ministry to 
Bristol Motor Speedway (BMS) 
personnel, campsite workers, 
and security workers in each of 
Lhe campgrounds. BRM had 14 
worship services reaching 
1,000-1,200 people prior to the 
Food City 500 race on Sunday 
morning in the campgrounds. 

The Spring Race hosted 
Tennessee Baptist Family Day 
a t BMS for several hundred 
families from upper and middle 
Tennessee and southwest Vir
ginia, who also participated in 
the Praise Celebration on Sat-

Campfire Service, everyone be
gan to face the first challenge 
of Wilderness Challenge, 
which was the weather," said 
Brian Holt. Nashville Associa
tion RA Team leader. "Strong 
winds, rain and much colder 
temperatures moved in forcing 
the Campfire Service to be 
moved indoors . ., 

"It sent leaders scrambling 
to secw·e tents and gear while 
the RAs laughed and tried to 
guess whose tent would end up 
in the lake.-

'"After the service, the rain 
subsided. and tents did not 
blow away. A break in the rain 
allowed them t.o sit around 
their campfires and share sto
ries before hitting the sack. 
The challenge was far from 
over, because the rain:> re
turned and continued through
out the nighL .. 

During the day. the boys 
participated in campsite com
petition. Royal Racers. and the 

urday and at
tended the 
Channellock 
250 race at a 
reduced price. 

Sponsoring 
the Family 
D~y were Hol
ston Baptist 
Association, 
and Men's 
Ministries 
Team and 
Strategic Min
istries Team 
of the Ten-
nes~ee Bap
tist Conven-
tion. 

This year's SINGING AT the Family Day praise celebration is the youth choir of Eastanallee Bap-
Praise Cele- tist Church, Riceville, under the direction of Larry and Gwen Lane. 
bration fea-
tured Cross Country, a country worked at the Food City 500 
praise and revival band, with Race Sunday, March 23. 
Leo Johnston of Nashville. Part of the ·chaplaincy min-
Other performers were: come- istry included a van service 
dian Barry McGee of Winston- where chaplains ma~e numer-
Salem, N.C. , who is known as ous trips to the local hospital 
Harvey Garvey Tater; and a transporting families of injured 
youth choir from Eastanallee or sick race fans and also deliv-
Baptist Church, Riceville. ering some people who had mi-

Around 25 decisions and nor problems needing attention. 
many recommitments were "There is an air of excite-
registered this year at different ment with this Bristol Raceway 
BMS campgrounds, at concerts Ministries that supersedes our 
which were held at the Bristol physical understanding, be-
Dragstrip, at several worship cause it is spiritual in nature," 
services

1 
and with one on one said Elam. 

encounters. Training is a necessity to 
Around 15 chaplains worked serve as a chaplain for BRM, 

the Time Trials, which were added Elam. John Babbler.of 
held Thursday, March 21; 40 Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
chaplains worked at the Chan- ical Seminary will conduct a 
nellock 250 Race Saturday, Chaplaincy training, developed 
March 22; and 40 chaplains by the National Fellowship of 

competition th at the 
event is all about -
the Campcraft 
Rodeo. The RAs par
ticipated in knot ty
ing and tent pitch
ing competitions. 
They also partici
pated in a compass 
course competition. 

ur>ue to the 43 de
gree temperature, 
the popular event of 
the day was the fire 
building competi
tion," Holt added. 

"Each team raced 
to start their fire 

Raceway Ministries, on July 
18-19. . 

By invitation ofBRM, Ten-
nessee Baptist Disaster Relief 
Crisis Interveners will conduct 
a 40-hour NOVA Training ses
sion Oct. 17-18 Part I and Oct. 
24-25 Part II. Both weekend 
training sessions are required 
to complete the training. Also 
offered will be Introduction to 
Disaster Relief on Oct. 18. 

Crisis Intervention trainers 
will be: Don Pierson, TBC Cri
sis Intervention coordinator, 
Rocky Churchwell, pastor of 
Oak Grove Baptist Church, Mt. 
Carmel, and Dan Haskins, pas
tor of Cumberland Homestead 
Baptist Church, Crossville. 

Contact Elam at (423 ) 538-
7922 for information on Family 
Day.O 

,. 

the fastest and beat 
their pot of water to 
the set temperature 
while others hovered 
to catch the warmth 
that the fire creat
ed." 

WORKING ON STARTING a fire IS a RA chapter from Bluegrass 8apt1sl 
Church. Hendersonville. 

The third annual V{ilder
ne.ss Challenge is tentatively 
set for April2-3. 2004 at 

Boxwell Reservation. The 
event i open to any RA or 
Challengers group in Ten
nessee. 

For information, contact 
Holt, RA \\1ilderness Challenge 
event chairman, at (615) 259-
3034. _J 
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AE, I began to contemplate 
this article and the Lord's direc
tion for it's content, I breathed 
a prayer and realized it was 
close to time for an appoint
ment. 

Phil Lovelace of the Ten
nessee Drug Awareness Council 
had arranged a meeting today 
at lunch and gave me the op
portunity to meet a new friend 
of his, a real man. I mean a real 
man accord
ing to worldly 
evaluation. 

He likes to 
wear cowboy 
boots and dri
ves a truck. 
Come to think 
of it, his face 
and hair were 
the epitome of WILLIAMS 
the rugged 
western look. He is the working 
boss at sites where homes are 
being built with a seven-digit 
price tag. He wasn't trying to 
impress me, but he did. 

Then I learned he has been 
divorced twice which he attrib
utes to his use of drugs and al
cohol. One of his former wives 
had her -problems with alcohol, 
and the other was strung out on 
drugs. He was never mean or 
abusive. 

In fact, he suffered several 
incidents wherein his former 
wife gave him a fat lip or a 
bleeding nose, and all he did 
was hold her until the cops ar
rived. And being a worldly man: 
he never exercised his right to 
be faithful to eithe'r wife. 

He is ·a man of influence who 
understands the political side of 
life. His former brushes with 
the law resulted in a mere slap 
on the wrist. The folks who 
should have put him in jail con
sidered him too close a friend. 
He has always managed to keep 
his bills paid and never had to 
steal to pay for his alcohol and 
other drugs so he managed to 
stay out of trouble. 

That was until he went out 
of town, got high, and got 
caught. He was charged with 
DUI and sentenced to 15 days 
to be served in two segments. 
On the first Tuesday of the first 
segment, he joined the other 
guys, who wanted an excuse to 
get out of their cell for a while 
and attended a service conduct
ed by a local church. 

Tllls wasn't the first time my 
new friend had heard the 
Gospel, but it was the first time 
he heeded the message. He 
gave his life to the Lord, re-

Men's Ministries NewsleHer - Baptist Men 

ceived the free gift of salvation, 
and was transformed. He is no 
longer a slave to drugs and al
cohol. He said the desire just 
went away. 

When he went in for his sec
ond segment to finish his sen
tence the guards referred to 
him as the preacher, because of 
his bold proclamation of the glo
rious change he had experi
enced. He said the gu~rds no
ticed a change in him right 
away and even made arrange
ments for him to "counsel" with 
other inmates. 

lie said the transformation 
even affected· his voice. His 

·voice command cell phone had 
to be re-programmed. One of 
his family members, who after 
hearing about his new relation
ship with the Lord, told him to 
keep his distance. He plans to 
honor that request and wait for 
the Lord's timing. 

He wants to sha:re his testi
mony with young people who do 
not know the addictive power of 
drugs that he has experienced. 
He went with Phil who was 
preaching a church service, 
gave his testimony, and saw 
several folks get saved. He has 
been set ablaze for the Lord. 

The owner of the man's GOm
pany is so impressed that the 
owner is willing to give hun a 
paid day off each week for min
istry. The man is not a wimpy 
Christian. He is a strong_man 
of God. 

I was thrilled to hear his 
Christ honoring testimony dur
ing those 60 minutes. ·I am re
affirmed that the Lord is up to 
something among men in our 
_churches. I have more hope to
day that men will quit playing 
church, fall in love with the 
Lord~ (Matthew 22:37 -3_8), and 
demonstrate that love to a lost 
world (Matthew 22: 3~-40) will 
produce fruit for His glory. 

Remember the prayer I told 
you I prayed beforeJ.unch? 

Here it is: Lord, help me say 
in the least number of words, 
those things that have the . 
greatest potential to honor you. 
Let me do in the shortest possi
ble time, those things that will 
point souls toward your glory. 
Help me keep th0se divine ap- . 

' pointments that you have 
scheduled for today, that I 
might lay up treasure in heav
en. 0 

• 

Gene Williams 
Men's Ministry Specialist 

Hanle to help lead church renew 
By Marcia Knox 
"Men's Ministries Newsletter" 

BRENTWOOD - Don Han
le, a member of First Baptist 
Church of Maryville, was re
cently appointed by NAMB to a 
six member National Renewal 
Journey Advisory Committee 
to give direction to the 
reemerging Church Renewal 
Journey. 

Hanle will serve with other 
committee members from 
North _Carolina, Georgia, and 
Texas, who will meet at NAMB 
to discuss renewal strategy. 

Heading up the program at 
NAMB is Kenny Raines., Mis
sions Opp-or;tunities/Events 
manager and former TBC 
Brotherhood associate direc-

. tor. 
According to Hanle, Church 

Renewal is 'today taking many 
forms from Church Renewal 
Weekend, Lay Minis try Week!. 
end, On Mission' Church Week
end, to Experiencing God 
Weekend , etc. The program 
originally started in the early 
60's under the guidance of the 
late Reed Hardin at the former 
Home Mission Board in At
lanta, Georgia. 

The program remain~d dor
mant at NAMB until 2002 
when Phyllis' and Bob Foy of 
North Carolina were appointed 
MSC Church Renewal national 

NEW NATIONAL Church Renewal trainers are, from lift G - - . Loy, Richard Meeks, and Don Hanle, all members of &st l 
({hurch, Maryville. · 

coordinators. disbanding, gjve prea 
."The purpose of Church Re- back their calling inste 

newal is to have individual leaving a church, and 
church meml:>ers and the people in the church who 
church body find out about had accepted Christ i 
their relationships to Jesus right relationship with Hi 
Christ," said Hanle. "The program give( 

As part of the national com- church n~w enthusias 
mittee, Hanle will help reorga- reach people for Christ wl 
nize the program for NAMB. maps out internal journ 
He served . as part of the the members." 
Hardin's team in the 1970's Joining Hanle on his 
when thousands of volunteers for Renewal weekends w 
worked in Church Renewal. Richard Meeks and G 

"The Lay Renewal Weekend Loy, both members of 
provides a church body with in- Church, Maryville, who 
spiration, searching, and spiri- also been certified by NM 
tual discovery for the grpup, . Church Renewal Traineri 
and is adaptable tp a small in~.a..recent National Ce~ 
church as well as a large · tiori CG_nference in Teccoai 
church," he·said. ...J'or· ~o-re informati 

"Over the last 40 years, I. Renewal Week 
have !!een the Lay Renewal y be contact~ 
Weekend save churches from 681-1465. 0 

East Tennessee Fisher.~ of Men bij§fn"'ffhh seas, 
"Men's Ministries Newsletter" 

A March 8 fishing tourna
ment began the fifth season 
for the East Tennessee Divi
sion of Fishers of Men on 
Watts Bar Lake near Rock-
wood where there was unusu
ally good weather for the be
ginning of the SE~ason, accord
ing to Tony Sellars, tourna
ment director. 

The team of Bill Cord well 
and James Collins blew away 
the rest of the field with a first 
place win. 

The March 7 pre-tou_rna
ment meeting was hosted by 
Whites Creek Baptist Chur.ch . 
in Rockwood with a dinner. 
Dave Hoskins, a member of 
Whites Creek Church, and 
pastor Roger Britton provided 
the music for the evening. 
Cory Golden, pastor of New 
Hopewell Baptist Church in 
Knoxville, led the service 
with an inspiTational mes
sage. When Golden gave the 

·invitation, 5 participants ac
cepted Jesus, 4· rede~icated 
their lives, and 1 wanted to 
know more about the Christ
ian life. 

The second tournament was 
held April 5 on Cherokee Lake 
ne~r Morristown with 65 · 
teams. 

Besting the field was the 
team of Bill Humbard and 
David Hansel with first place. 

The highlight of the week
end was the pre-tournament 
meeting held April4 at Man
ley Baptist Church ih Morris
town. Pastor Richard Emmert 
and the church hosted 150 peo
ple for a meal. 

·Malachi, a Contemporary 
Christian group from South-

. east Kentucky and East Ten
nessee, provided music for the 
evening. The very visual "cru
cifixion message" was brought 
by Fishers of Men spokesman, 
Chris Wells of Greer, South 
Carolina. During the inVita
tion 5 people accepted Jesus, 

.and $· peQple rededieated 
lives. 

The third tournament 
held May 3 on Douglas ~ 
Dandridge wh~re 59 teamJ 
had a great day for fishins 
Out of 59 teams entered,~ 
teams weighed in 48limi 
fish. 

Butch Goddard and Ed 
Trotter won their first Fi 
of Men Tournament. 

The First Baptist Cb 
of Dandridge hosted the 
tournament meeting Ma 
Special guest for the ev 
was Bob Eads, Fishers 
vice president of operati 
from Indiana. Specials' 
was Kelly Ezell of Morri 
town. Guest speaker was 
Nichols of Anniston, Alati 
rna, Calhoun Baptist~ 
tion director of missiona. 
least 4 people gave their 

1 

hearts to Christ, and 8 rt! 
icated their lives. a- c~ 
plied from reports by Marc 
Knox. 

Wayneslloro clturclt memllers report tltat tltey·-benefit from prison min 
By Marcia Knox who goes every second and fourth work camp for four years. talk to them. It's very informaJ. 
"Men's Ministries Newsletter" Monday nights with pastor Cal Hamp- "Prisoners usually have something on oners just have to share, and 

CLIFTON- "Life is good," according 
to a Tennessee Baptist layman who 
works in prison ministry at the Wayne 
County Work Camp in Clifton. 

ton and Steve Franks, also a member their hearts that they want to talk with have to listen." 
of Green River Church, to the work us about," Miller said. "So we search the "You need to have a pretty fair 
camp. Scriptures together about their topics. It ing kn.owledge of the Bible to teach I 

Miller, who is 75-years-old, started might be prayer or love. The prisoners Bible studies. It's a rewarding~ 
years ago in prison ministry as a like to read the scriptures." teach, because so many people doll 

"In fact you get a lot of personal sat
isfaction in talking with prisoners ," 
said E .D. Miller, a member of Green 
River Baptist Church, Waynesboro , 

Gideon by visiting the Correction Cor- The Bible study group usually aver- to go and teach in prison. . . t 
poration of America maximum-secUrity ages from 8-13 prisoners who are usually "Someone needs to m~Dit • 
prison also located in Clifton. He has waiting to be paroled for various crimes. these people; I've seen ftve 1 ' 
now been teaching Bible studies at the "We don't go to preach to them, just to Christ." 0 
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., .... , .... J Ambas9ador leaders 
ready for this? It ha~:; 

• several years s ince there 
n any s ignificant updat

fthe Royal Ambassador 
Is. Get ready here it 

e a re
empha-

the Roy- GREEN 
bassador 

One 
change has been made to 
edge - in the third part, 
rn how the message of 
is carried around the 

'has been changed to ac
ice, "to learn how to carry 

essage of Christ around 
;,rld." 
part of the emphas is on 
edge, 10 biblical character 
s have been chosen. Five 

Lads (grades 1-3) and 
;r Crusaders (grades 4-6 ). 
" i rtue relates to one 'of the 
t>f the RA Pledge. In order , 
Tc: Lad~: Loyalty, Friend
._..ourage, Responsibility, 
onesty; a nd Crusaders: 
Compassion, Persever
eamwork. and Self-disci-

sc virtues will be fea
--i n the m eetings and in 

Personal Growth 
rkbooks , which re-
e cunent Advance

ooks . 
Personal Growth Plan 

~ekly meeting plans will 
:h more closely integrat
nts arc awarded for a) 
very RA activity. These 
,oward the annual awards 
td l , page4). 
new RA meeting plans 

'ture a five-part meeting. 
rts al'e: Opening, Virtue 
ntion (Missionary 
"call), Mission Games/Ac
. Personru Growth Plan 
t nd Closing. This is a 
)g and refining of the for
)nrt "Clnssk" and 3-pal't 
mE'theds. Meeting plans 
in the leader editions of 
gazin~s. The book Eas)' 
lmbassadors will no 
be produced. Qmte a bit 
mnual plnnning matet;al 
L book cnn now be found 

in the annual RA Plan book in
cluding a list of all mission pro
jects for the year and mission
ary kid prayer calendar. 

Emphas is on Bible memo
rization continues and is even 
strengthened. There is a re
designed RA logo, membevship 
patch, and new khaki vest with 
pockets. 

All the patches/pins that the 
boys can earn are the same ex
cept the logo patch, but how 
some are earned has slightly 
changed. See the chart at the 
back of any of the new Personal 
Growth Plan books for further 
information. 

You will find that these new 
materials are friendlier and eas
ier for small groups to use. 
There are even some new sug
gestions for dads, granddads, or 
other men to get involved with 
the boys. 

All the feedback we have 
heard from leaders who have 
seen the new materials has 
been very positive'. 

The new materials will be 
available for purchase in July -
2003 from the NAMB distribu
tor. Call toll-free (866) 407-
6262, or purchase online at 
www.namb.net/catalog. 

Online training in the new 
materials will be available in 
late July or early August 2003 
at the website www.royalam
bassadors.org. 

For questions , e-mail chil
dren@namb.net. 

In Tennessee, our Men's Min
istry leadership and State Train
ers ru·e in the process of studying 
and prepanng to help our exist
ing Royal Ambassador chapters 
and leadership learn how to use 
these new materials. 

If your church does not have 
a Royal Ambassador group, now 
would be a great time to start 
one. _ 

Your TBC Men's Ministries 
Team is ready to serve in this 
area. Let us know if we can as
sist in any way. Contact Gene 
Williams, Men's Ministry spe
cialist at 1-800-558-2909 ext. 
2064 email him at 
gwilliams@tnbaptist.org; and 
Green at (931) 935-8201 or 
email him at mtracks@blo
mand.net. 0 

Frank Green 
RA/Challengers Field Worker 

NG THE Best Campsite and ProJect Awards at the RA 
•ess Challenge held March 28-29 near Gallatin were the RA 
ld Crusaders of Haywood H1lls Bapt1st Church. Nashvlile. 

By Marcia Knox 
"Men's Ministries Newsletter" 

• 

BREN TWOOD - Frank 
Green of Sparta, a member of 
Bear Cove Baptist Church , 
Sparta, has joined the TBC 
Baptist Men's Minis tries Team 
as a RA/Challengers field 
worker , a ccording to Tim Bear
den, Missions Mobilization 
Group leader. _ 

As the RA/Challengers field 
worker, Green will assist 
H.A/Challengers leaders across 
the state and will also work 
with Men's Ministry in other 
areas, Bearden added. 

"I think that missions edu
cation is an important part of a 
healthy church program," said 
Green. "The Men's Ministries 
team is committed to resource 
th e Tennessee Baptist church
es and assist them is establish
ing and growing mission educa
tion units." 

A native of Crossville, Green 
has a long history of RA work, 
which began in 1967 as a RA 

en er 
Camp counselor under the late 
TBC Brotherhood director Ro) 
Gilli land. He also served as a 
RA camp counselor from 1970-
71 under associate Brother 
hood director Bill Highsmith. 
Green a ttended both Carson
N ewman College. J efferson 
City, and Belmont University, 
Nashville. 

H e la t er worked as t he 
Camp Carson camp manager 
from 1980-1993 and also 
served as the former SBC 
Brotherhood Commission prop
erty manager from 1994-97. 
Green joined Faith Baptist 
Church in Bartlett as facilities 
manager from 1997-98. 

Green has served several 
churches and associations in 
RA volunteer work including 
Northport Baptis t Church, 
Newport, and Faith Church in 
Bartlett. • 

He is the own er of Make 
Tracks/Royal Racers, which is. 
t he official NAMB race car and 
race track distributor for RA 
racers. He is also an MSC mis-

s1onary sine ' 2000 nnd ~crvc~ 
as a RA and Challl'ngl•r:. nn
tlonal tramcr Gn•cn und his 
wife. Dean, ht\\'e thrl'~ chil
dren. 

"Frank Green hns demon
strated a long·tenn commit
ment to the Roynl Ambas~lldor • 
and Ch allengers progrnm:· 
said Gene William~. Men's 
Ministry specialist. 

"For m any years, Ten
n essee Ba ptists have ben efi t
t ed from his maturity a nd 
concern for missions educa
tion through h is service as a 
regional t r ai ner and consul
tant to the convention office 
as a volunteer." 

"Through this new forma l 
relationship, Frank will be 
sharing his passion for enha nc
ing the ministry of th e church 
through character building op
portunities, provided by well 
functioning RA chapter s and 
Challengers groups." 

Green may be reached at 1-
800-371-2025 or at 
mktrack@blomand.net . 0 

MARGARET RUSH~ center, RA director, Friendship Baptist Church, Culleoka, and RA John Paul 
Cicero, left, present a Bible to J. Dale McCord, right, assistant RA director of the church, who 
served recently in Afghanistan with the Tennessee National Guard. The gift was given on May 4 
to thank McCord for his service to the RA program. McCord gave the church an American flag 
which flew in Afghanistan. McCord grew up in the RA program of the church. 

ACCEPTING DISASTER Relief funds IS Tim Bearden. left. Tennessee Baptist Convention MIS
sions Mobilization Group leader. from MaNilew Reddtng. a Royal Ambassador from East Side 
BaptiSt Church in Bums_ The Randy Pool Crusader Chaoter of t/te church donated $40 to the DIS
aster Relief May Spring Storms fund. 

• 

• 
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June 
26 

July 
7 

14 
August 

16 

23 
September 

1 
8 

13 
October 

4 

6 
10-11 
18 
30 

November 
2-8 
30-Dec. 7 

January 
18-25 

February 
6-8 
6-8 
27-28 

April 
2-3 

June 
3-6 

October 
8-9 
16 

Baptist Men~ Minis~ry Dates 2003-~004 
RNChallengers, Baptist Men on Mission Training, East Tennessee Baptist Associ

ation, Newport 

Eight Qualities of the Man God Uses, Indian Creek Baptist Association, Waynes
boro 

Intimacy With the Almighty, Cumberland Baptist Association, Clarksville 

RA/Challengers , Baptist Men on Mission Training, Knox County Baptist Associa
tion , Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville 

RNChallengers, Baptist Men on Mission Training, Calvary Baptist Church, Jackson 

Male Context, Shiloh Baptist Association, Adamsville 
Eight Qualities of the Man God Uses, J efferson County Baptist Ass9ciation, Jeffer-

son City · 
Male Context, Gap Creek Baptist Church, Arthur 

Baptist Men's Ministry, RA/Challengers Training, Colonial Heights Baptis t Church; 
Kingsport 

Leading Baptist Men on Mission, Cumberland Baptist Association, Clarksville 
Tri-State Camp-O-Ree, Camp Cordova, Cordova 
.Smoky Mountain Regional RA Challenge, East Maryville Baptist Church, Maryville 
Treasure Chest of Ideas, Cumberland Plateau Ba ptist Association, Crossville 

National Royal Ambassador Week 
Week of Prayer and Mission Study for International Missions 

Baptist Men's Week 

Challengers Rally, Convention Center, Gatlinburg 
C~urch Renewal Conference, T ~ccoa, Georgia 
Associational Men's Ministry Leadership Training, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 

Brentwood 

RA Wilderness Challenge, Camp Boxwell, Lebanon 

Mission Education Certification Training , Tennessee Baptist Convention, Brent
wood 

TriState Camp-O-Ree, C~mp Cordova, Cordova 
Smoky Mountain Regional RA Challenge, Eas t Maryville Baptist Church, _Maryville 

~---------.----------~------------------------------------------------------~ · 

DR ·collects 3, I 00 foocl IJoxes for Iraqis 
By Marcia Knox 
"Men's Ministries Newsletter 

ipate in the "Gift of Love" project 
by collecting 70 lb. boxes of food 

Tennessee." 

Baptists drav.f aboUt 3()( 
people to Outdoor Expo 
By Marcia Knox 
"Men's Minis tries Newsletter 

HUMBOLDT- Approxi
mately 300 people attended an 
Outdoor Expo March 15, jointly 
sponsored by Gibson County 
Baptist Association, Trenton, 
and Fruitland Baptist Church, 
Humboldt, according to a Ten
nessee Baptist pastor . 

An estimated 16 people made 
professions of faith at the Expo 
including two decisions from vis
itors from Arkansas, reported 
Fruitland Church pastor Jerry 
McDivitt. Participants included 
individuals and groups from 10 
association churches, five coun
ties, and out of state. The Expo 
was open to the general public. 

''We wanted the appearance 
of a boat and hunt show with ex
hibitors inside and outside the 
church building with a dinner," 
said McDivitt. "l got the idea f'or 
the show, because I like to hunt 
and fish ." 

Tony Moore, Fruitland 
Church 's Men's Ministries direc
tor, and 60 other people from the 
church helped out with the event. 

"I would encourage other • 
churches to pray about)t and 
reach out to the outdoorsmen," 

McDivitt added. "This was 
ambush evangelism. We ad 
tised up front about our int 
tions, which included PvAn··• 

tic testimonies. We also sen 
ters to all who made dec:isic 
attend a local church and h 
'Survival Kits for New Chri 
tians' to Arkansas." 

«We decided to open the 
up to all churches ever,wht 
because all churche&.have 0 
doorsmen ," said McDi\'itt. M 

brought a lot of people to th 
church , who otherwise do n• 
tend, and it opened the doo1 
ministry for these people." 
· ''We tried to get people w 
would normally not come to 
service and leave them witil 
goodimpression of the chUl'l 

«The Expo was advertise. 
a children and family A""'"• 
door prizes and outdoor 
dors." Also promoted were tj 
monies by guest speakers, ~ 
vest Outdoor Ministries, Inc 
members of New Harmony 1 
tist Church , Paris. They wet 
Jon Paul Moody and Brodie 
Sw~sher, both World Cham~ 
Hunter Division Game Call 
.winners of the NRA Great 
Am~can Game Calling CIU 
'pionsl!i@.S, and Rusty 

PROMOTING Outdoor Ministry at the Outdoor Expo held 
boldt is Rusty Farm-er, left. 

Outdoor ministries oHer trai · 
"Men's Min,istries Newsletter 

BRENTWOOD - Tennessee 
Baptist Disaster Relief collected 
an estimated 3,100 Iraqi Family 
Food Boxes to help families in 
Iraq through the International 
Mission Board's "Gift of Love 
Project," according to Lloyd 
Blackwell, State Disaster Relief 
director. 

. items. The boxes were then de
livered to 30 associational and 
church drop off sites. A food box 
will serve a -family of five for 
about· one month. The items in
cluding the shipping box total 
around $60-$65. 

Desig'n.ated collection sites 
were set up in seven locations 
across the state at: the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention in 
Brentwood; Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Home in Memphis; 
Germantown Baptist Church , 
Germantown; First Baptist "Effective Outdo-or Ministries just won't happen, because 
Church of Concord in Knoxville; have to plan for it," said Jason Cruise, Tennessee Outdoor 

Almost 50 volunteers along 
with Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion staff packed an additional 
200-250 boxes May 16-20 at the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
in Brentwood. 

"The response by Tennessee 
Baptist associations and church
es to the Iraqi Family Food Box 
project was tremendous," said 
Blackwell. "In addition to the 
210,800 lbs. of food, or over 150 
tons, given to the project, over 
$22,000 was also donated." 

In March Tennessee Baptists 
were asked by the IMB to partie-

Southern Baptists prepared 
·.· an estimated 95,000 boxes 

across the country. 
Those who wished to partici

pate in Tennessee, but were un
able to complete a family food 
box sent financial contributions 
to the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. 

Funds received after the 
packing date will be forwarded 
to the IMB for the Iraqi project. 

"Individual volunteers carried 
hundreds o{ boxes to collection 
points across the state," said 
Blackwell. 'We are very pleased 
with the response to the Iraqi 
Family Food Box Project on the 
heels of local storm responses in 

Hamilton County Baptist Associ- istries coordinator. 
ation in Chattanooga; West This summer the Tennessee Outdoor Network, the TBC 
Jackson Bapt ist Church in Jack- Ministries outdoor ministry division, will hold "Building An 
son; and Holston Valley Baptist .. doors Ministry'' conferences that will cover church needs on 
Association in Johnson City. launch a healthy outdoor ministry. Dates, locations, and 

According to Blackwell, the low: June 14- West Tennessee, Fruitland Baptist Church, 
overall tremendous respense to boldt, from 9 a.m. - neon; July 12 - Knoxville, Seco:nd 
the IMB project by Southern ChuTch of Knoxville, from 9 a.m. - noon; July 19 - Lincoln 
Baptists has resulted in the IMB Firs~ Bavtist Church· of Fayetteville, from 9 a.m. - noon. 
having to order containers for a For questions or to schedule a conference, contact Cruise 
second ship to transport the box- 460-2426 or email www.tennesseeoutdoornetwork.com. Q 
es to Iraq. 

Contributions can still be 
made to the "Iraq Refugee Relief 
Fund" at: D:lsaster Relief Team, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 
37024-0728. a 

'l'raining set for missions 
"Men's Ministries Newsletter 

-

Missions Leadership Training 

Motorcyclists begin second riding season emphasizing pr~yer 

will be held Saturday, Aug. 16, 
at Wallace Memorial Baptist 
Church in Knoxvill~. Sponsored 
by the Knox County Baptist As
sociation, TBC Men's Ministries 
Team and the Woman's Mission
ary Union, the training will be 
held from 8:30 a.m.-12 noon. 

For "Mt:ln's Ministries Newsletter 

"Pray without ceasing and ride when you can, 
that's what I always say," said Jimmy Phipps, a 
member ofTennessee Avenue Baptist Church in 
Bristol and a motorcycle enthusiast. 

Phipps, on the weekend of April 26, along with 
11 other faithful motorcycle riders began the 2003 
season of the Holston Baptist Association Prayer 
Riders events. 

"All the area churches were made aware that 

the motorcycle group would be praying for them at 
their property on a specific aate," noted Phipps. 
''We were pleased to find church members and 
pastors waiting for us when we arrived." 

In fact, one Baptist Men's gFOup had prepa:r.ed 
breakfast , but occasionally refreshments were 
served to the riders. 

"Last September we set out to pray at every 
church in our association," added Phipps. "Lord 
willing, we will complete our mission next month 
and pray at the last 12 churches." a 

Simultaneous training tracts 
will be offered for Men's Min
istries and the WMU. 

Men's Ministries training 
conferences and speakers in
clude: Challengers, John Parker, 
former Chilhowee Baptist Asso-
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olunteers w ork at TBC conference centers, BCM centers 
._,._,..., - Tennessee 

l~Jt volunteers have been 
~ 10g the direction of Acts 

y Mark LeMay of ~he 
c . ce BaptiEit Conventton 
LeMay i.CJ facilities manag-
thc TBC. 
nne aeons have served as 

nnH volunteers in their own 
and, thus, have followed 

' pt ure's direction which 
people to serve in their 

m. ,Judea, and Samaria . .....,..,..---
volunteers have done 

uction and maintenance 
at ~orne of the 20 proper

the TBC recently, said 
. Those properties in

two conference centers/ 
- CarsonSprings Baptist 

""Cnce Center in Newport 
ndenValley Baptist Con
Center in Linden - and 

t Collegiate Ministries 

ing one recent week, 
volunteers worked at 

1:1:.ne TBC properties, said 

he conference centers, 
1 ts have been building 

three rustic shelters at each. 
The cabins will house 13 
campers and a 72-foot by 30-foot 
picnic pavilions is located near
by. 

LeMay gave 
a lot of credit 
for the efforts 
to David and 
Pat Allen of 
Parkway Bap
tist Church, 
Goodlettsville. 
David Allen, 
building con
tractor, has 

LEMA Y 

served as volunteer coordinator 
of many of the projects. He has 
done this for about a year and ·a 
half. His help and expertise has 
been invaluable, added LeMay. 

Also at both conference cen
ters Elizabeth and William "Bo" 
Childs have led a landscaping 
project to beautify the areas. 
The Childs are members of Jud
son Bapti st Church, Nashville, 
and Bo Childs is presiden t, Ten
nessee Bapt i st Found ation, 
Brentwood. 

At CarsonSprings, Childs 
and LeMay hope to develop a 
prayer walk and 

prayer chapel with t he help of 
volunteers. 

Volunteers from outside .Ten
nessee also worked on a project. 
A team from Iowa worked at the 
BCM ce nter of Austin Peay 
State University in Clarksville 
to support the Tennessee/Iowa 
Baptist Partnership. 

The project came about when 
Jim Alexander, BCM director, 
took a .group of APSU students 
to Chariton, Iowa, to work with 
Chris Edmund
son, pastor of a 
church th.ere, 
and his wife, 
Kim , an alum
nus of APSU 
and former 
member of the 
BCM. To recip
rocate, the Ed
mundsons 
brought the 
team to the 
school. 

Church es in
volved during 
the · last two 
months in proj
ects on TBC 

properties include Dixie Hilh. 
Baptist Church, Boliva r. Ingle
wood Baptist Church. Na..-hville; 
Grace Baptis t Church. 
Nashville; First Baptis t Church , 
Tullahoma; a nd Parkway Bap
tist Church, Goodlettsville. 

"With our T BC churches 
working cooperatively, we have 
been able to accomplish far 
more than we t hought," s aid 
LeMay. 

"Tennesseans are a skilled 

MEMBERS OF First Baptist Church, Tulla
homa, Craig Russell, left, and Larry Campbell 
work at Linden Valley conference center. 

people . God hn .. b l ~ · -. d our 
churche~ with people who c 'n 
do all thmg:-- through ChrL t . 

.. It'~ jus t good s t C.\\ urd~htp," 

said Le~Iay. 
To learn how to h elp in u n L• of 

these projects, conl.nct LcMny nt 
lemay@tnbapti~t. org, 1-800-558-
2090, ext.. 2076, or C61 5) 37 1-
2034. ~ . 

DAVID AND Pat Allen of Park
way Baptist Church, Good
lettsville, worked on many of 
the projects on TBC properties 
during the past year and a half. 

HART, left, Jackelyn Meed, center, and 
gger of Grace Baptist Church, Nashville, 
e pool house and some fun art at Linden
-;onference center. 

KEVIN SHRUM, pastor, Ingle
wood Baptist Church, 
Nashville, and past TBC presi
dent, works at Linden Valley 
conference center. 

A TEAM FROM Dixie Hills Baptist Church and Parrans Chapel Baptist Church, 
Bolivar, pause during their work to build a rustic shelter at the Linden Valley con
ference center. They are, from left, front row, Zeke Craft; Tyler Vandiver; and 
Michael Miles; back row, David Gatlin; Alan Garrett, pastor, Parrans Chapel; 
Wayne Webster; Jimmy Garrett, pastor, Dixie Hills Church; Monroe Willis; Gene 
Howell; and Randy Gatlin. 

:75 FROM Chanton, Iowa. work on the BCM center of Austm Peay State 
tty.. Clarlcsvr11e. to support the Tennessee Iowa Baptist Partnership . 

MEMBERS OF INGLEWOOD Bapttst Church Nashville from left Chance Urbach, 
Dame! Megibben, Blake Stannard and Harold Haywood. carry a pat1 of a picnic 
pav111on being built at Linden Valley BaptJsl Confererce Center, L nden. · 

-· 
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sferious 
By Mark Wingfield 
Associated Baptist Press 

DALLAS - Mrs. Sikiratu 
Seki Adams of Nigeria doesn't 
really want to donate $6 mil
lion to your church. 

In fact, the e-mail that says 
sh e does probably wasn't sent 
by anyone with that nanie. It's 
just another variation on one 
of the most prevalent frauds 
perpetrated over the Internet, 
according to the FBI, Secret 
Service a nd a hos t of other 
scam-watcher groups. 

Last year, Nigeria ranked 
first among all countries be
yond the United States as the 
source of Internet scam s, ac
cording to the Internet Fraud 
Complaint Center, a joint ef
fort between the FBI and the 
National White Collar Crime 
Center. Most were variations 
on what law-enforcement offi
cials call a "419 scam;" a refer
ence to the section of Nigerian 
law tha t covers a dvance-fee 
fraud. 

One of the latest variations 

Parents rely on 
church to fill void 
in spiritual needs 
Associated Baptist Press 

ARLINGTON , Texas 
Most parents believe they bear 
responsibility for the spiritual 
training of their children, ac
cording to researchers, but 
most spend no time in a typical 
week doing so and instead rely 
on churches to fill that role. 

The Barna Research Group · 
reports that 85 percent of par
ents of children under 13 be
lieve they are primarily re: 
sponsible for teaching their 
children about spiritual mat
ters, while 11 percent say their 
church has top responsibility 
and 1 percent say their school 
is most responsible. 

But fewer than one of every 
10 church families prays or 
reads the Bible together, 
Christian researcher George 
Barna noted. And fewer than 
one of every 20 families has a 
worship activity together out
side the church. 

Parents are either unwilling 
to nurture their children spiri
tually or don't know how, Bar
na said during a recent confer
ence at Lamar Baptist Church 
in Arlington. As a r esult, Chris
tian parents are "totally depen
dent" on the church to nurture 
their offs pring, h e said. 
"They've exempted themselves 
from all responsibility in this." 

The research suggest s 87 
percent of parents are satisfied 
with the training churches pro
vide. But that may not be a 
good thing, Barna said, be
cause parents have a relatively 
low expectation of churches. 

Barna challenged churches 
to support families in spiritual 
development without allowing 
them to become reliant on the 
institution. 0 

• 

1 clonor' at SCI) 
begins by offering "Calva ry 
greetings in the name of our 
Lord J esus Christ." 

The writer then claims to be 
a new Christian convert dying 
of breast cancer and the widow 
of a former military official 
killed in the Gulf W ar. She 
wants to donate $6 million of 
her late husband's money to 
your church or ministry to fur
t her evangelism and ministry 
to the poor. 

Another new version claims 
to be froll?- the legal adviser to 
a Nigerian Christian couple 
who died in a plane crash last 
year and left him $20 million 
to distribute to Christian min
istries . If you will u se these 
funds "honestly for things that 
will glorify God's name," then 
he would like to give you the 
money. 

Previous versions of the 
Nigerian scams have .ou tlined 
a per son's urgent need to get 
money out of the country be-

- for e it is seized. The writer 
wants to deposit millions of 
dollars in the recipient's bank 

MINISTRIES - POSITIONS 
Antioch First Baptist Church, 
2601 Una-Antioch Pike, Antioch, 
TN 37013, is accepting resumes 
for two part-time staff positions: 
minister of mu~ic and minister of 
youth. Combination of the two is 
OK. Send resume w ith picture 
and refe re nces. Emai l A FBC
Sim@aol.com or call (615) 832-
7486. 

MINISTRIES - STUDENT 
Fi rst B aptist Chu rch, W eber 
City, Va., is seeking a minister to 
students to work with youth, chil
d re n , and older preschoo l. 
Should have some music skills. 
Submit resume to First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 2155, Weber 
City, VA 24290, Attn. Personnel 
Committee. 

MINISTRIES - EDUCATION 
Providence Baptist Ch u rch , 
Charlotte, NC, offers a challeng
ing opportunity fo r a seminary
trained , exp·erienced , v isionary 
minister to serve with an urban 
church staff as minister of adult 
education. Duties include as
sessi ng, planning., and coordi
nat ing adult educational p ro
grams and working w ith career 
singles. Applicants should have 
a strong commitment to Christ
ian education and the develop
ment of inreach and outreach 
programs through the Sunday 
School as well as an under
standing of spiritual formation at 
all levels of faith development. 
Creativity and organization are a 
must. A standard benefits pack
age is offered. Salary and relo
cation expenses are negotiable. 
Interested persons should send 
resume, references, and a cover 
letter to David Miller, Chair, MAE 
Search Corflmittee, 4924 Lind
strom Dr. , Charlotte, NC 28226-
7942 or drm0616@aol.com for 
receipt by July 30 . .. 

account for safekeeping and 
pledges to pay 10-to-15 percent 
to the recipient. 

The scam-busting web site 
Urban Legend Zeitgeist 
(www.urbanlegends.com) ex
plains the set-up: "If you take 
the bait, you'll be contacted by 
the perpetrators , who'll at
tempt to establish their credi
bility as government officials, 
businessmen or bankers. They 
will offer you apparently valid 
bank accounts and documenta
tion. 

"But before you can collect 
your money, some problem 
arises. A bribe must be paid to 
an official or a fee or Jtax must 
be paid so the money can be 
transferred. And you as the 
victim will be asked to pay -q.p 

in order to receive · the 
promised big payoff. There is 
no end to the fees, bribes, even 
outright blackmail, that will be 
extorted from you. '' 

In some cases, those caught 
up in the scam have traveled 
to Nigeria or other African or 
European eountries to try to 
collect their money and have 
met with violence, the web site 
reports. 

The Internet Fraud Com-. 
plaint Center says that Niger
ian scams like this produced 
the highest median dollar loss
es a mong all Internet fraud 
last year. 

The median loss of all re
ported cases was $3,864, 
higher than reported cases of 
identity theft ($2',000) and 

check fraud ($1,100). 
The FBI warn lntr 

u sers to "be skeptiral of 
viduals tepresenting t 
selves as Nigerian or , 
foreign gOYernment offi 
asking for your ht>lp in pl 
la r ge sums of monev in 
seas bank accounts. Do nc 
lieve the promise of large 
of money for your coo~rnt 

Further, the FBI wafll 
ternet use1·s not to ~e pe 

· al information .about sav 
checking, credit or other t 
cial accounts to peoplf. w 
licit you by e-mail. 

Information from the In 
Fraud Complaint Cent1 
available on the lntern1 
http://ifccfbi.gov/strategylnU 
0 

Save rltis Date! . . 
D~te: Saturday, ~ept. 27 

. 
Place: Gladeville Baptist Church, fv1t. Juliet 

' .... ":""' -
Time: 9 a.m . uf)lil 3 P..m. 

J o -

Southern Gospel Singe¥i:. -N'8tther Name 

More information w ill be m ailed in August . 
.:>· 

For More Information: cau·~tj~-~90, ext. 7935 . .· .... -..:-- ...,;._ -- . . 

·· You Are lnvitedl 

u N I 0 N U N I V -E R S I T Y PR E S EN TS 

A C 0 N F E R E N C E ,· F 0 R C H U R C H 

J U L Y 3 1 A U G 'U S T 1 .. 
CONFERENCE LEADERS 

L E A D 

2 0 0 3 

Dr.. Buddy Gray Dr. Ste-ve Gaines 
Pastor, H unter Street Baptist Church 

· Birmingham, Alabama 
Pastor, Gardendale's First Baptist Church 

Birmingham, Alabama 

SPECIAL MUSICAL GUEST 
Allison Durham Speer 

Concert Artist, Gaither Homecoming Series, Nashville, Tennessee 

THEME: 
1*i'he Ministry of Encouragement" 

Conference begins at naon on Thursday July 31 and concludes at .t..-.J'U·Ri 

~t'fa:t,jpt~;:$50 per •. ~ 
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·N grads minister in . most diverse area of Iowa 
1ne Wilkey 
1 and Reflector 

S MOlNgS, Iowa - When .Jon 
indy .Jamison were looking for a 

serve in inner-city ministry af-
Jtduuting from New Orleans Bap
ll:ological Seminary, they contact-
1o~t every stnte in the union. 

was on the hat," said Jon Jami
native of Elizabethton. "We 

over it ~everal times and chuck
--t ll...c•r it. We thought Iowa was too 

"'have inner city work." 
couple also assumed they would 
~omewhere in the South." 
e they 
d. 

r a Jot of 
r·~~JI\.n, the 

finally 
' ted the 
~ t State 
btion of 

were 
about 
dship 

Center 

as ex
hat we 
ooking 
1e cou
lled. 

JON&MINDY 
JAMISON 

Jamisons, both graduates of Car
Nman College in Jefferson City, 
the city for the firs t time in Jan-
1999. 
· were greeted by 20-degree be
. o weathe r . Despite conditions 
~ rc not used to in Tennessee and 
da where Mindy was 1·eared, the 

decided town was the place to 

be and moved to Des Moines in June to 
begin their ministry with the Iowa con
vention a nd t he North American Mis
sion Board with whom they are mission 
aries. 

Prior to coming to l.owa, a "pioneer 
state" was a foreign concept to the cou
ple. "We have a love for pioneer areas 
that didn 't exis t when we first came," 
said Jon Jamison. ccwe didn't know the 
needs." 

Inner-city needs 
And needs do exist in Des Moines. 
The area in the city where the 

Friendship Baptist Center is located is 
"one of the most diverse" and "poorest" 
areas in the state, said Mindy Jamison. 

The center also is located in "one of 
the highest crime areas in the state," 
she added. 

The center ministers to several ethnic 
groups including Vietnamese, Sudanese, 
and Hispanics, in addition to Anglo and 
African Americans. 

Among the ministries offered at the 
Friendship Baptist Center, the only 
Baptist center in Iowa, are a Kid's Club 
after-school ministry and food distribu
tion. 

Once a month, a church in the Des 
Moines area comes to the center to cook 
and feed the community, Mindy said. 

In addition , they give away 350 
loaves of bread each week and distribute 
food once a month, she added. 

One of the center's most popular min
istries is its clothes closet which attract
ed more than 1,500 visits last year, she 
said. Friendship's clothes closet is one of 
only two in the area where the clothing 
is free. 

The bread ministry normally is the 
first entry point into the center for most 

r eside n ts of 
th e communi
ty. They lear n 
a bout the cen -
ter a nd come 
b ack later to 
the clothes 
closet) Mindy 
said. 

I 

The J a mi
s ons take ad
vantage of the 
first time peo
ple come to the 
clothes closet 
to introduce 
them to the 
gospel. "Each 
time they come 

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE graduates Jon and Mindy Jamison 
work with children at the Friendship Baptist Center in Des Moines. 
Iowa. 

after that, we work on building relation
ships," the couple agreed. 

"Everything we do is to build rela
tionships in order to share Christ ," she 
said. 

In addition to meeting physical needs 
and sharing Christ, another goal of the 
Baptist center is to help people "~ove 
out of a poverty mindset into a more 
successful mindset," according to Mindy. 
"There is a lot of generational poverty 
here," she observed. 

Gaining trust 
During their four years in Iowa, the 

J amisons have learned not to get dis
couraged because they do not always see 
immediate results. 

The culture in the south is more open 
to the gospel, Mindy observed. 

"Iowans are .more private and resis
tant to the gospel," she continued. 

'We were here a year and a day be
fore anyone came to know the Lord. 
Then we had 11 kids in one day make 

decisions," she related. 
After those decisions were made for 

Christ , the J amisons formed "The Disci
ples," a s uppor t g r oup fo r t h ose 
teenagers who accepted Christ as thei r 
Lord and Savior. 'W e have dinner wi th 
them once a week and talk a bou t bot.h 
t he good and bad things that a rc h a p
pening in their lives," she said. 

The couple noted that one of the rea
sons it took so long to ga in t rust was 
that when they came to t he cen ter t hey 
were the eighth directors in 15 years. 

"Just recently h ave people stopped 
asking if we are leaving," Mi ndy said. 

Gaining trust is an ongoing process, 
she said, because new people a re a lways 
moving into the community. 

While open to God's will, the couple 
cannot envision themselves serving any
where else. 

"We are happy and blessed to be 
here," Mindy said. "God has planted us 
here," Jon agreed. 0 

t_cl Bank Baptist Church 

! g·time minister of 
. 

retires after 27 years 
' Wooten Pare 
tist and .Reflector 

M'ANOOGA - After 27 yea1·s of 
y at Red Bank Baptist Church 
illy Appling was honored with 
ibutes. and tears on May 18 
retired as minister of music. 

\ er choir mem hers and col
from across the country joined 
regation in honoring Appling 

"'ife. Sue. The two-hour evening 
catured li\'C and video tJ-ibutes, 
1 usic from groups started under 

.. rship, gift presentations, and a 
ation of "Billy Appling Day" by 
k Mayor Jewel Coleman. 
's ability to identity with people 
:Je the greatest impact on his 
. " said Red Bank Pas tor Fred 

n. ~He i~ very sens itive to oth
ds and conveys a real caring 
1afs why everybody loves him ... 
Of(S strengths in mmistry are 
ted ro mus1c. Steelman contin-
t here wns ever a crisis and I 
round. I ne,·er worried.~ he ex
~~ just had to pick up the phone 
I Billy and the pas tor's role 
· well- \ddre ~~ed. . ~ 
al church member::; spoke dur
~en·tct' of Appling's impact on 

.1g wa:.; "'the greatest example of 
mean~ to walk '' ith Je ~us~ for 
lhnson. fomter minister to stu
t Red Bunk nnd no'~ a choir 

n.sn's children - Bnrr) "'teel
l All) on teelman DeYoung-

spoke and sang 
of youth choir 
members 
through the 
years. "Billy al
ways encour
aged us to use 
our gifts," Barry 
Steelman said. 

Paraphras
ing a line from 
one of their se
lections, FeHow
ship Quartet 
members sang 

• IIIUSIC 

• 

to . Appling, FRED STEELMAN, left, pastor. of Red Bank Baptist 
"When you look Church, Chattanooga, speaks during the farewell service 
for him, look for Billy and Sue Appling in May. Appling served as minis-
around the ter of music at the Red Bank church for 27 years. 
throne, he'll be 
singing with the angel band!" ley Phipps. 

"'Just like a father and mother love Appling is perhaps best know in 

BILLY APPLING leads the congregation of 
Red Bank Baptist Church in his favonte 
hymn, "Wherever He Leads I II Go • 

their children, we have loved you,"' said Tennessee church music for the "'Living 
C.T. Cozart, who presented Appling Cross ,z- an Easter pageant featuring an 
with a framed family portrait and a actual cross constructed in t he sanctu
week's bed-and-breakfast trip on behalf ary and holdin g 100 ch oi r m embers. 
of the church. Presented for eigh t years, t he Living 

Under Appling's leaders hip , Red Cross featured drama and a \\; de vari
Bank Baptist started one of the firs t ety of Easter favorites by the choir and 
church orchestra programs in the state. orchestra. 
Six special singing groups were begun .. Billy and 'b ig' go together." said Lu 
and a handbell choir was formed in Lewis. Appling's collaborator on the Li,·-
197 . Manv noted singers have per- ing Cross . .. But Billy alway~ wanted to 
formed at Red Bank. including Buddy make s ure a ny program ministered to 
Green. Babbie Mason, Janet Paschal. participants a n d drew them clober to 
and Gary McSpadden. Red Bank's choir Christ.-
presented three city-wide concert.. at Appling·- passion h a.:o alway~ been 
Chattanooga's historic Ti\'"Oli Theatre. the -unsaved a nd unch ur ched," Lewi 
with ~pecial performance~ by George explained . He h~ alway-. \\anted the 
Beverly .... hea. Oa,;d PheJp ... and Wint- auclience to lea \·e any progTam \\;th a 

clear message and knowledge ahoul .Je
sus Christ," she added. 

As he thanked the church, Appling 
said, ·you as a church have lo\•«:d us, en
couraged us, and mini tercd to u in 
many diffe.rent way and in many differ
ent time . For any good that' been done 
through me or thi music mini try, all 
the honor. an the glory goe5 to the Lord 
Jesus Christ."' 

In his last official ac of ·rvicc, Ap
pling led th~ congr-egation in inging, 
~w'bere~·er He Lead,. 11J Go," h1 favorite 
hymn. More than 00 guests att.cndcd 
reception in hi ... honor. 

Appling plan, to be &\iailablc for 
work with revivaloe. pecial C\'Cn • nd 
interim mu ·c position . 

• 

-... 
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1MB prayer 
leader takes state 
exetutive position 
Baptist Press 

CASPER, W y o. - Randy 
Sprinkle began work June 1 as 
the n ew executive director of 
the Wyoming Southern Baptist -
Convention. 

Sprinkle h ad been the direc
t or of the Inter national Prayer 
S trategy Office a t the Interna- . 
tional Mission Board in Rich
mond, Va ., since 1994. 

H e succeeds 
interim direc
tor J ohn H er 
r ington a nd 
former director 
J ohn Thom a
so n, wh o re
t ire d Dec. 3 1 , 
2001, a fte r 19 
years in the po- SPRINKLE 
s i t i on. Sprin-
kle, 53, was elected unanimous
ly by the Wyoming convention 's 
executive board Aprilll. 

Before his work as t he IMB's 
chief prayer strategist, Sprinkle 
was appointed a s a missionary 
to Ethiopia in 1975, wh ere he 
served in rural evangelism and 
community dev elopment. H e 
was assig ne d to Botswana in 
1980, wher e h e worked as a 
mission pilot and ch urch devel
oper. He initia t ed Baptist mis
sion work in Lesotho in 1986, 
serving a s mission ·administra-

tor a nd church developer . H e 
also designed and implem ented 
t h e IMB's firs t state/ m ission 
prayer part n ership, the Mis 
souri/Lesotho Prayer P a rtner
ship. 0 

Tourism to Holy 
Land at lowest 
level in 20 years 
Baptist P ress 

NASHVILLE - Tourism to 
the Holy Land h as fallen to its 
lowest level in 20 year s, with 
fewer tha n 1 million t ourists 
visiting Israel in 2002. 

This decline is due prim arily 
to the overwhelming publicity 
su rrounding r ecent violen ce in 
the Middle E ast , Geoffrey Weill, 
a s pokes per son for t he I sr ael 
Ministry of Tourism , said. 

In 2002, just 862,000 tourist s 
visited Israel, the Jan. 26 edi
tion of Globes, a d a ily· I sr a eli 

BOWLING UNIT£D INDusr:RJES . 

Earn Income from ·Home 
Our children come to the office 

everyday. Part/full time. 
Full training. FREE info. 

Call 888-234-0607 
visit www.destined2Bfree.com 

•INsTITUrES ... on biblical preach

ing, leadership, and evangelism. Drs. Stephen 
and David Olford, host speakers at all events, 
share the program with an array of guest 
speaker(s). 

' 
Foa BmucAL PREAciDNG 

The Center was founded in 
1988 to promote the biblical 
exposition of God's Word and 
to provide practical training 
for pastors, evangelists and 
lay leaders throughout th e 
world. Drs. Stephen and 
David Olford share an abid
ing passion for encouraging 
and equipping men and 
women to r ightly divide the 
Word of Truth and to live 
Spirit-filled lives. The ulti
mate answer to problems of 
every age is the anointed ex- -
pository preaching of God's 
inenant and holy Word. 

• W ORKSHOPS .. . "live preach

ing" and const ructive critique of your ser
mons, skills, and style. 

• DIPLOMA COURSE ... finish 

in one year. Provides pract_ical, essential 
training in expository preaching and pasto
ral ministry. 

• CONTINUING EDUCATION 
... potential academic credit offered through 
affiliated seminaries and Bible colleges. 

V ISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR SCHEDULE 

& DETAILS!! 

P. 0. Box 757800 

Memphis, TN 38175-7800 

Phone: (800) 843-2241 /(901) 757-7977 

Website: <www.olford .org> 

E-moil: <omi@olford.org> 

news publication, r e porte d . 
That number represents a 30 
percent decline from 2001 and a 
70 percent decline from 2000. 

Less than one million 
tourists are expected this year, 
according to Israeli officials . 

I n addi tion, the declin e in 
tourism con tributed to t h e clo
sure of I srael Mi nistry of 
Tourism offices in Chicago and 
Dallas this spring a nd the can
cellation of several press tour s 
to Israel, Weill said. 

Despite the wave of Mideast 
violence, howeyer, J im Sibley, 
coordinator of J ewish ministries 
for t h e interfa,i th evangelis m 
group of the Nort h Ame rican 
Mission Board, said S ou t hern 
Baptists should not overes ti-

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

_fACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE I-800-251-0679 

www.fiberglasschurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE. CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 

Church and Classroom 
Furniture 

New Pews 
Pew Reupholstery 

Steeples 
Baptistries 

Table and Chairs 
Stained Glass 

Free CISCO 
Catalogs 

and Quotes 
P.O. Box 369 

Bums, TN 37029 

1-800-365-2568 

' 

mate the risks a ssociated with 
travel to the Holy Land. 

Traveling to the Middle Eas t , 
he noted, may provide believers 
with a unique opportunity to 
share the message of Chris t 
with Israelis. 

Traveling to a country in tur
moil is a tremendous expression 
of s u pport, Sibley said , and it 
may prompt "Israel i s to pay 
clos e attenti on to anyth ing 
American tourists have to say. 

"I think it wou ld provide an 
entree for t h e gospel ," Sibley 

Mountain Lake 
Ranch 

"Do It Yourself" 
. Christian Retreat 

in the Great Smoky Mountains, 
by Douglas Lake , 

near Gatl inburg, Pigeon Forge, 
and Dollywood. 

Open year round · 
Group lodges for up to 200 

+ meeting rooms 
+ kitct:'lens 

+ heat and AJC 
.. carpeting 

+ bathrooms in every room! 
Cabins, Campground, 
Fish ing , PAINTBALL, 

Hayrides, Bonfi res, 
horseback riding nearby 

mountainlakera nch.com 
(865) 397-1 000 

Mountain Lake Ranch 
2865 Mountain Ranch Rd. 

~andridge, TN 37725 

said. '"There would be a lot 
teres t in any tourists " ho 
to Is rael at this particular 
E s pecia lly if those touri::.; 
gentil e C hri s t ians fro1 " 

United Stat es, I think it l> 

provide an entree for Sou 
Baptists to ~hare the : 
N ew s of the Messiah wit 
J e wis h people they r Jn 
m eet." 0 

MINISTRIES - MUSil 
Seeking a part-time mus1c 
tor , Cumberland Homes 
Bapt ist Church, _Cross 
Tenn ., Send resume to 1 t 

Search Committee, CHBC, 
Hwy 127 South , Crossvill 
38572 or call (931) 484-55( 

••• .!. & •• • '-~ -. ""~"+ • 

F.irst Ba ptis t Church , 
Tazewell , Tenn. , is seekinc 
time music director. Conta( 
Ma rtin a t ( 423) 626-5401 ot 
tazewellfbc@centurytel.net, 

MINISTRIES - PASTC 
Ha tchie Baptist Church, a 
rural church in West Tenne 
is seeking a bivocational p 
The c hurch is located at 
P owell , C ha pel Rd ., Han 
Tenn . Please send resur 

· Deborah Hodge , 980 W 
Grqve Rd., Bo livar, TN 38() ... .......... • • • • . " 
L~ La ne C hurch, Nashvi 

. .S~e~j_~b ivocational pi 
Sind r e to Search Co 
tee , . 107 Lyle Lane , Nash 
TN 37210. 

·-~ ~· • • • • -.....-=,. ... ... ... ..... . 

M~5rial Baptist Chu1 
Albany, Ga., is now active~ 
ing~ a ' s enior pastor, lnter1 
pastors are , asked to conta 
c hai rma n of the Pastor S1 
Committee at the followin 
dress: Donald Lanier, 1311

1 
Ave., Albany GA 31707. In 
tion about t he church c' 
viewed at www.byne.org . ... ... ... .... • • • • 
Smyrna Baptist Church, C 
Hill , Tenn., in Marshall Coull 
accepting resumes for a fu 
pastor. Send resume to Sfl l 
Baptist Ch u rch , Attn. P 
Searc h Com mi ttee, 113 ~ 
ingsi d e Dr. , C ha pel Hill 
37034. . 

MINISTRIES
C hurc h secreta ry. Forest 
Ba ptist C h u rch in Nashvl 
searching for qua lified appll 
who have expe rie nce in c 
office admin istration, news 
and web design . Pleas• 
(615) 373-8074 for an ap 
tion. 

-:· ·:· + ~ 
Hilldale Baptist Church i 
cepting resumes for a ful 
church business administ 
Resumes may be sent to 
2001 Madison St. , Clark: 
TN 37043, Attn. Nancy Gra 
resumes mus t be receiV1 

June 30, 2003. 

··~· Southe rn Baptist speaker 
a ble for revivals, crusade~ 
conferences. Phone (828J 
0505, for information and s 
ule. Have s poken 468 tim 
25 states. 
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minister's corn~r 

.,i~ehael Lusby 

know that I continue to be amazed at both the 
....... and the craziness that human beings 

be mvolved in, but it never seems to stop. Re
I read an article where a group of re- _ 

' ht:rS had spent 15 years on an important 
. They had spent a great dea] of time and 

''Y setting up this study, carrying out the ex
.....,.., ... t, and then producing the concluding doc

t for a medical journal. 
,. 1 was reading the introduction to this arti

was thinking it must be talking about cancer 
rch , birth defects, diabetes, or some other 

1 .that new results to their testing would be 
hanging for some people. Fifteen years? It 
o be something major. 
d then the results were listed. Through this 

1 that took 15 years and I am sure probably 
s of dollars, the conclusion is: People who 

igh amounts of fat and get relatively no exer
end to gain weight quicker than those who 
balanced diet and exercise regularly. -(Hel-

~ you just tell me that if I eat my donuts and 
e in front of the TV, I'm more likely to gain 
l t? It took 15 years to figure that out? Did we 

need that study? 
n though we know this as common sense, it 
we do these studies to see if somehow we 

Opefully find something that is different than 
we have heard and have known all along. 
fortunately, there are people who are out 
spending their lifetime to see if, somehow, 
are ways to chase afte·r their sinful nature 

'till spend eternity with God. Grab a donut 
it down. We need to talk. 

pturet:J tell us that the only way to God is 
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

mas been the only way throughout history 
be the only way until Jesus returns. 

• you are still running your useless experi
~ of being "lord of your own life" and still 
ng to be a follower of God, I have four words 
u whe~ your experiment is done: He told you 
- Lusby Is youth minister at First Baptist 

h. Springfield, 

iust or today ----
Fred Wood, retired pastor, Memphis 

with a Smile: Grandmother to 16-year
nddaughter: '"When I was your age, I didn't 

thing of getting up at 6 a.m. and helping 
-.~ ,""akfast for my family." Granddaughter: 

, I don't think much of it either.'' 
f.:e this Truth: .. Father spent barrels of mid
oil. His son spends gallons of midnight gaso-

morize this Scripture: .. A wise man 
h a glad father ... a foolish son is the heavi
fhis mother.''- Proverbs 10:1 
ty this Prayer: Lord , help me to live in 

way as to please both my Heavenly Father 
y earthly parents. :l 

www.tn.aptlst.org 

Ministering to needs 
By Poly Rouse 

Focal passage: Romans 12:4-8; 
Ephesians 4:11-16; I Peter 4:10-11 

Christian disci ples a re to be 
priests, channels through which 
God's grace can meet the needs of 
others. No class of professional min
istel"s can lay claim to a monopoly on 
God's grace or on the power to deter
mine who receives grace. Each disci.
ple receives spiritual gift(s) from 
God. We are to use these gifts to 
serve other people. Such service re
flects the grace we have received 
from God and shows our skills in 
finding various ways and forms to 
introduce other people to this grace. 
Such grace is not a concrete object 
we give out. It is undEtserved love we 
have received and share. Such grace 
takes concrete form in our acts of 
love for others. Such acts bring 
praise for Christ, not for us. Every 
Christian has received grace and is 
responsible for exercising priestly 
service to administer grace to others. 

Five Basic Principles about 
Spiritual Gifts & Ministering to 

One Another 
(1) Every child of God has a spiri

tual gift or gifts (I Corinthians 12:7, 
Ephesians 4:7 -8). Each Christian 
has been given some manifestation 
of the Spirit. In God's family of 
grace no one is left out. Everyone is 
important. Each has been gifted to 
accomplish some necessary min
istry. If you look down on yourself as 
beiag unable to do anything signifi
cant for the Lord, you are not being 
humble. Instead, you are not dis
cerning and perhaps ungrateful. 
Therefore, a Christian should never 

say, 'Tm a nobody."' Instead, )OU 

·should say, "I am a child of God. I 
have received spiritual gifts; there
fore I will exercise my gifts in min
istry." 

(2) The gifts of the Spirit are var
ied and different. Jus t as rna ny 
notes are needed to ma"ke harmony 
and many colors to make a painting, 
so many gifts are essential for t he 
functioning of the body of Christ. 
Paul put it, "Now th e body is not 
made up of one part but of many" (1 
Corinthians 12:14). · 

More than once P a ul used the 
analogy of the human body with its 
many members - eyes, ears, h ands, 
feet, to illustrate the varied gifts in 
the church. "Now yo"U are the body of 
Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it" (I Corinthians 12:27). The gifts 
God has given to us determine where 
we are placed in the body of Christ. 

(3 ) The Holy Spirit determines 
who gets what gifts. We do not 
choose what gifts we hav~. The sov
ereign Holy ·Spirit assigns to every 
believer individually as He wills (I 
Corinthians 12:11; Ephesians 4:7). 
"God has arranged the parts in the 
body (the church), every one of 
them, just as he wanted them to be" 
(I Corinthians 12:18). Therefore, no 
one should boast about having cer
tain spiritual gifts. The gifts of the 
Spirit are just that - gifts. Because 
we do not earn them or work for 
them or merit them, we have no 
grounds for bragging about our gifts. 

(4) Spiritual gifts are given to in
dividuals to he used for the good of 
all members nf the body. Spiritual 
gifts are given u s to build up one an
other and to enable us to serve and 
glorify Christ together. The eye 

Be saved by faith 
By Danny Sinquefield • 

Focal passage: Galatians 3:1-14 

Everything is "new & improved" 
these days. From dog food to dish
washing liquid, the label is the same 
- and it sells! Marketing firms have 
made millions simply by adding the 
words "new & improved." 

The gospel is the one thing that 
needs no such label. No improve·
ment is necessary on the gospel of 
grace. Faith alone in the work of 
Christ alone is still all that is needed 
for the miracle of salvation to occur. 

In an attempt to modernize, ~ani
tize, or trivialize the message of sal
vation by faith, certain groups offer 
'" new & improved" versions of the 
gospel. The problem with such at
tempts is that any additions or alter
ations to the work of Christ upon the 
cross pollutes and poisons the purity 
of the message. 

Throughout the history of the 
church. people have embraced legal
ism, formalism, ritualism, tradition
alism, and other 'isms .. as a substi
tute for the original recipe. Pa ul con
fronts this error in the church at 
Galatia in a clear and concise way. 

The Problem (vv. 1-5) 
Perhaps it was well intentioned at 

first - some noble idea of eleYating 
religious practice above grace. A lit
tle legahsm thrown in for good mea
sure. Just the ::-ame. it wa~ woefully 
wron!!. The ::.trong language Paul 
u~es i' unmbtakable. The word .. be-

• 
\\itched~ in ver~ 1 refer:. to the id~ 

of being led away by the use of fasci
nation, flattery, or false promises. In 
a charming display of convincing 
words, Eve was mislead by the ser
pent. 

Likewise, subtle and scholarly 
serpents had charmed those who 
should have known better in Paul's 
day. The Galatians had foolishly fol
lowed false teachers. They had been 
led astray from the basic truths of 
the gospel. Trading freedom in 
Christ for bondage in ceremony 
seemed reasonable, it was just 
wrong. It still is today. 

Paul was not advocating a faith 
that failed to produce works. He was 
simply guarding the truth concern
ing our freedom by faith in Christ. 
His admonition was an attempt to 
keep the church from being confused 
with which comes first. The key prin
ciple to remember is tnat our works 
verify salvation rather than produce 
it. 

The Proof (vv. 6-12) 
Abraham is the father of the He

brew people and the supreme figure 
in Judaism. P aul points to Abraham 
as proof positive that the Scripture 
teaches salvation by faith rather 
than by works. Abraham believed 
God and it was reckoned to him a:. 
righteousnes~ c see Genesis 15:6). 
Years later. circumci-ion was intro
duced as a symbol of that covenant 
relationship. Abraham·" faith came 
fir -t. 

In the same ,-.ay, Paul point to 
Abraham'E faith prior to the La\\ of 
Mo-.e::.. ~orne 500 year- before the 

Sunday 
family 

c oollE:: on 
se~·e: jbJ 

Jonr:: J 4 

needs the ear; the head -nccdt; th~ 
foot. If a II were hands. how wou.ld 
we walk? Each part of the body i~ 
needed to serve the whol~. The exer
cise of our gift(s) is needed to 
strengthen other saints. We, tn turn , 
will be helped toward maturity 
through the gifts of others. 

(5 ) Gifts are for the common good, 
not individual glory (l Corinthians 
12:7). These spiritual gifts are for 
the benefi t of others, for the build
ing up of the church. 

God wants every disciple to know 
what his or her spiri tual gift(s) is 
and to use it in ministry. Paul said, 
''Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, 
I do not want you to be ignorant" (l 
Corinthians 12:1). This being so, it is 
our responsibility to discover and de
velop our gifts . None of u s i s ex
cu::;ed. God says we are to know what 
-our gifts are and to put them to use. 

The parable of the talen ts (Mt 
25:14-30) uses financial investments 
as an illustration and t ea ches that 
we shall be held responsible for all 
our gifts. In the day of judgment we 
will not be praised for our wealth or 
fame. We will be praised if we can 
respond to the question, "Did you 
faithfully use the gifts I gave you?" 

Therefore, "Each one should use 
whatever gift he has received to 
serve others, faithfully administer
ing God's grace in its various forms" 
0 - Rouse is senior pastor of Her-
mitage Hills Baptist Church , Her
mitage. 

5ul'tdoy School Lesson 
~A.plorc the B1blt: 

Jun.e 1 S 

Law was given, Abra ham was de
clared righteous by his faith. In fact, 
the law is a reminder not of how 
good w e are , but ra t h e r , of h ow 
guilty we are. 

In modern times, we often need 
such a r eminder. Baptism, church 
membership, and good deeds must 
never be s ubstituted for a uthentic 
salvatjon . The gospel of gr ace de
clares a salvation by faith t hat is 
p ersona l, relational , internal, and 
spiritua l. The behavior of salvation 
should follow the being of salvation. 

The Promise (vv. 13-14) 
Paul introduces the concept of be

ing "redeemed" in verse 13. This was 
a term commonly used for the buying 
of a slave's freedom. The idea of our 
Messiah being cursed by God wa:. 
difficult for the Jev.-i8h mind to ac
cept. The key words here are '"for 
us." Jesus' death was on our behalf. 
He died that. we might live. What a 
Savior' 

The words of Robert Lo\vry clarify 
the is~ue of our salvation by asking 
and answering a very important 
question: 

~what can wa h away my SJn? 
. ·othing but the blood 'Of .J,. us; 
·what can make me "'hole again? 
1 'othJng but t.he blood of J . • :.J 

- Stnque~aeld is pastor cf Fa h Bap
tiSt Church, Bartlett 

..... 
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eaders 
+ James _Corley was or

dained to the gospel ministry 
• 

on June 1 at Southside Baptist 
Church, Lebanon . He i s the 
new pastor of Lancaster Ba p
tist Church , Lancaster. 

+ Liberty Grove Baptist 
Church, Loretto, h as called 
Jeff Putman as their first 
full-time pastor. He has served 
for a year as bivocational pas
tor. 

+ Jeff Shands recently re
signed a s youth pas t or at 
Audubon Park Baptist Church, 
Memphis, to accept a position 
in Southaven , Miss. He plans 
to enroll at Mid-America Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Ger
mantown, in the falL 

+ Sybril M. Bennett, gen
eral assigm:pent reporter for 
The News Channel 5 Network 
in Nashville, has been named 
executive director of t h e New 
Century journalism program 
at Belmont University, Nash
ville. 

+ Rusty Revis is the new 
pastor of Salem Baptist 
Church, Dayton. 

TenneSc n 

+ Andy Nolen has been 
called as full-time minister of 
youth and children at Oak 
Grove Baptist Church, Coving
ton. He h as been serving in a 
bivocational role. 

+ More than 360 students 
received their degrees as part 
of Union University's 178th 
graduating class during the 
2003 Spring Commencement 
Services May 24 at the Ten
nessee Baptist-related univer
sity in Jackson. In an address 
entitled "Declaration of Depen
dence," Lloyd John Ogilvie, 
chaplain of the United States 
Senate, encouraged graduates 
with a m essage from II Timo
thy 1:7. 

Churches 

STUDENTS AND SUPERVISORS who attended the 2003 Tennessee Summer Missions Orie 
May 28-30 at the Baptist Center in Brentwoog will be serving in various ministries across the • 
eluding the Tennessee Travel Teams, Brentwood Baptist Deaf Church, Camp Agape, Await! 
Outreach, Street Reach, Smokey Mountain Resort Ministries, Chilhowee and Big Emory AsS 
tions, and Ocoee Outreach. A total of 13 supervisors will lead the students across the state 
ministry sites· and in 24 additional sites where the travel teams will serve. - Photo by Stacy Mu 1 

+ Brad Spencer was or
dained into the ministry re
cently at Fellowship Baptist 
Church, Millington. 

+ Brent Beasley has been 
called as senior pastor of Sec
ond Baptist Church, Memphis. 

+ Kei~h Medley was or
dained to the gospel ministry 
May '17 at Carrs Chapel Bap
tist Church , SpeedwelL 

+ Lakeview Baptist 

+ Cen~er Hill Baptist 
Church, Michie, will hold re
vival services June 16-20 at 7 
p.m . each evening. Guest evan
gelis t will be Shawn Parker, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Columbus, Mis s. Parker's 
home church is First Baptist" 
Church, Michie. -

. 

congregation, recently held its 
fir s t Vacation Bible School 
which attracted a total 0f 13 
children. Twenty teenagers and 
adults served as VBS workers. 

+ Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Humboldt, celebrat
ed its 50tb anniversary on May 
4. 

+ Shelby Avenue Baptist 
Church, Nashville, wiU hold 
its Fifth Sunday Singing on 

Church, Selmer, called · Brent 
Colley as minister of music, 
effective June 1. H e formerly 
served as minister to children 
and youth a t First Baptist 
Church, Savannah. 

+ ·Clear Creek Baptist 
Church, Selnier, will celebrate 
its 175th anniversary with spe
cial services on June 22. 

· June 29 at 10:45 a.m. Contem
porary gospeL singers. The 
Skinner Sisters will perform. . 
Call (615) 227-2961 for more 
inforniatio:p.. 

TUSCULUM HILLS BAPTIST ~il/e, had 25 
~ ..:. .. 

+ Sharon Baptist serve May- 16-23 at Kitsap Lake Baptist Church in 
Wash. The · construction crew built a two~ story education - . 
the preseAt church. It was the first major addition to the 

+ Eric Jones, former pas
tor at J ericho Baptist Church, 
Baldwyn, Miss ., ha s been 
called as pastor of Ramer Bap
tist Church, Ramer. 

+ Champ Thomas ~r., a 
vocational evangelist, has been 
designated as staff evangelist 
at Ellendale Baptist Church, 
Bartlett. 

ChurchJ §avannah, recently 
held its first World Impact 
Conference for Global Missions 
under the theme "Set Free to 
Set Forth." 

+ First Indian Baptist 
Church, Ripley, h eld services 
in their new sanctuary on May 
4 . 

+ Carthage Road Baptist 
Church, Carthage, a church 
which has no children in its 

+ George Fridlender, who 
was born and rais ed behind 
the Iron Curtain in the old So
viet Union and was arrested 
by the KGB, will share his tes
timony of God's miracle in his 
life on June 22 at 7 p.m. at 
New Salem Baptist Church, 
Soddy-Daisy. For more inf<:>r
mation, call the church at 
( 423) 842-3078. 

more than 30 years. The addition will provide needed 
services and programs. In addition to Tusculum Hills, ....... ,~ 
crews'wi/1 wor.k on the project this summer. The church is 
an area where 90 percent of the people are unchurched. 
from Tusculum Hills were Bill and Peggy Highsmith, u'"1"~' 

Alan and Cathy Bartlett, John Bottom, Alton Brown, Ken 
Mif.<e and Barbara Hammond, Don and Peggy King Jr., 
Charles McClain, Wyelene McClain, Herb Nelson, Bill 
Slagle, Ed and Wanda Smith, Paul and Shirley stB'VBfJSI 

Taylor, Jim Whitus, and Kevin Wood. Bill Highsmith, rgrn 

tivities director for the church, set:Ved as project chairman. 
• 
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LifeWay, church team up · o corribine tradi.tional, contemporary 
By Leslie Ann Shoemake 
For Baptist and Reflector · 

CORDOVA - One church. Twenty
eight thousand members. Four hundred 
singers. One minister of music. One· 
hundred year s. 

"So many memories came back on 
th at Sunday; I really appreciated it," 
said Edith Malone, a member of Belle
vue Baptist Church in Cordova. "I 
t h ought it was very inspirat ional as 
well as emotional." 

Malone was talking about "To the 
Glory of God," a collection of music com
m emorating Bellevue's 100-year an
niversary. Bellevu e Baptist Church 
minister of music Jim Whitmire and 
LifeWay Christian Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention paired up 
to develop the program in 2001, and 
Bellevu e's choir performed the work 
May4. 

Every song in the program, both old 
and new, has a link to Bellevue's histo-

ry in one way or another, but Randy 
Smith, editor in chief in music, publish
ing and recording at LifeWay, said the · 
music is appropriate for any church to 
perform. Genevox, the music publishing 
section of LifeWay, produced a compact 
disc and choral book of the program so 
other churches can perform the selec
tions, which include new arrangements 
of old favorites and contemporary praise 
choruses, as well as new songs. 

"Of course, i t was geared to Beile
vue's past, but I think it could be ap
plied to any church," said Malone, a 
member of Bellevue since 1929. "I had 
company from out of town with me the 
day of the program at Bellevue, and 
they .really enjoyed the music.". 

A blend of old and new, "To the Glory 
of God" is an example of what Whitmire 
calls a wedding between traditional and 
contemporary worship. "I think it 
speaks the name it was given - 'To the 
Glory of God'," Whitmire said. "The 
thing I like about it is that it's Christ-

centered. It speaks to the heart of wor
ship." 

The program has three songs "that 
were written specifically for the project. 
One of the songs, "The Changeless 
Christ," written by Mike Harland, an ex
clusive writer for LifeWay, and arranged 

"by Don Hart, uses a recorded excerpt 
from a sermon of Ramsey Pollard, pastor 
of Bellevue fr0m 1960 until 1972. 

Another of the songs written for "To 
the Glory of God" uses an old favorite of 
Bellevue's a s inspiration; "Let Mount 
Zion Rejoice. " Whitmire told Smith 
about the old choral number, and song
writers Travis Cottrell and David Mof
fett used one measure of th e original 
song to create a new song. The song re
minded Malone of "Payday Someday," a 
famous sermon of R.G. Lee, who pas
tored the church from 1927 until 1960. 
Malone said the church sang the song 
every time Lee preached "Payday Some
day." 

Daryl K Williams wrote "THe Lily of 

My Valley," based on Ps 
which says, "though one 
wee·ping, . . . He will surely 
with shouts of joy." 

Smith said the other 
program. are varied and uc;u-

val arrangements. 
Whitmire contacted tieJneVI 

to inquire about u si ng .. u ... ·' 

-choir to record a project. 
"I just felt at home with 

mire said. "I knew ·them belili 

knew any other publishing 
Whitmire previously 

Genevox to publish "Crown 
All," and said he felt like it 
produce another. "I wanted it 
the bridge between people my 
young people," he said. "I 
be as fresh as possible." 

"I was really amazed by the 
turned out. I couldn't be more PI•• 

"To the Glory of God" will ~ .• 
able to churches and music Illl~ 
in July.~ 


