
gifts 
July 

OOD - July 
a good month for 
Program giving 

1:0-.t.uacosee Baptist 

IU-tonlv tme fourth time. in 
nine mo,Dt:hs of the 

.. ~..,~.r~ fis-cal year, gifts 
the Goope.rati~e Pro-

~xc~:!ett~ed $3 :inillion. 
'J...Uell!ls~e Baptist Con

churches gave 
,073 in July, the sec

r-a"'·~:rt amount this year. 
the year-to-date, gifts 

602. Gifts, how
~ .. ~ $832,063, or 3.12 

under t he same time 
last year and are 

328, or 7.48 percent, 
needs. 

Executive DirectQr 
Porch is encouraged 

PD(;!.re~~se in July and is 
tic TeEn:essee Ba:p
col;').tinue to give sac- · 

are grateful for the 
'"'"'"'t .response from 
urches last m.onth/' 

believe Tennessee 
will continue to give 

1u~.ly to meet our mis
ministry needs not 

~~~o in Tennessee but 
the world," he said. 0 

too late! 

OD - Sunday, 
. is recognized on the 

1r of the Tennessee Bap
lvention as Baptist and 
•r Day. 
annual event is de

to introduce Tennessee 
s to their state newspa-
1 urches can order free 
:>f the Aug. 13 issue for 
tembership, said Editor 
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1rder copies, complete 
;n on page 16 and fax to 
l71-2080. or call Susie 
ds at 1-800-558-2090, 
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· 1 ;edwards@tnbaptist.org. 

deadline fot· ordering 
lies is Aug. 8. , 
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During National Acteens Convention 

6,500-plus teenage girls impact Ncishville 
By Connie Davis & Lonnie Wilkey backpacks full · 
Baptist and Reflector of school sup

NASHVILLE- More than 
6,500 teenage girls from all over 
the United States and 19 differ
ent countries gathered here la~t 
week for the National Acteens 
Convention (NAC) to learn 
more about missions. 

In the process they made an 
impact oil the city through their 
actions and ministry. 

"SyncroN ations 2003 ," the 
theme for the_ three-day conven
tion which is held approximate
ly every five years, is the eighth 
such gathering since WMU 
launched . A'cteens in 1970 . 
Acteens is a missions organiza
tion for girls between grades 
seven and 12. 

"This opportunity helps them 
develop as leaders whether they 
go around the world or across 
the street," said_ Julie Walters, 
WMU communications special
ist: 

"NAC is designed to be a 
time of spiritual development 
for the girls. This is a once-in-a
lifetime experience that we be
lieve will positively influence 
them to be on mission With God 
on a daily basis a s they seek 
God's plan for their lives." 

_ Prayer rally 
On July 30 the Acteens as

sembled for a prayer rally at 
the Tennessee State Capitol to 
pray for Nashville, the state of 
Tennessee, the nation of Ameri
ca, and the world. 

The girls, meeting at the 
Nashville Convention Center, 
marched a designated route to 
the st~te capitol , where they 
sang praises to God and prayed 
for His blessings to fall. 

Nashville's mayor, Bill Pur
cell, welcomed the girls to the 
city and said he hopes they en

. joy the bospitality and the envi
ronment that is unique to Nash
ville. 

"I also want to tell you bow 
proud I am of the goals you 
have while here in Nashville," 
be said. "I believe· it could be 
the beginning of a lifelong jour
ney of making a difference." 

The girls fanned out across 
the community th e next day, 
helping to prepare 75 schools 
for the retw'll Gt students by un
packing books, painting. clean
ing school property; beautifying 
school grounds, and distributing 

plies. 
"You need to 

know that the 
director of our 
public schools, 
Pedro Garcia, 
myself, all of the 
faculty and ; 
most important
ly, all of the par
ents and 70,000 
Nashville school 
students will ·be 
touched and 
changed be-
cause of what 
you are goi~g to 
be doing in those 
schools," the 
mayor said. 

First Baptist 

ACTEENS FROM Cherry Grove Baptist Church, Jonesborough, cut out fractions to 
help teachers at Cockrill Elementary School in Nashville prepare for the new school 
year. The girls were among 6,500-plus Acteens from all over the world who fanned out 
across the city" to assist schools in a ministry project during the National Acteens Con
ference held July 27-Aug. 1. - Photo by Lonnie Wilkey 

Church here 
served as the hQst church for 
this year's Acteens meeting, 
and Linda Leathers, minister to 
singles at the church, led the 
girls in a prayer for N a:shville 
and Tennessee. 
' Leathers noted that there 
are 6 million people in the staie 
and thousands who visit Nash
ville daily. 

"Pleas~, Lord, use us to take 
your gospel of good news to 
these people," she said. 

Leathers also led in prayer · 
· for Tennessee Gov. Phil Bre

de sen , the state representa
tives, senators, office workers, 
and judges. Then she prayed for 
the 550,000 people of Nashville 
and for the mayor. 

The prayer rally proved to 
"be a testimeny to the city," said 
Amy-Je Girardier, who served 
as on-site coordinator for NAC. 

Hands-on ministry 
Even before the ministry 

projects officially began, 
Acteens devoted themselves to 
assembling the thousands of 
backpacks which were collected 
over the past year specifically 
for NAC with school supplies 
brought by the girls. 

The backpacks will be dis
tributed to needy Nashville 
public school students. 

On Tues day NAC partici
pants, both girls and their lead
ers, volunteered to help fill the 
backpacks . although they had 
little free time, reported Candy 
Phillips, executive director-trea
sw·er of Tennessee WMU. 
- See 6,500 plus. page 3 

. RAMONA MERCER, 
left, of Jackson, a 
Southern Baptist 
missionary emeritus 
who ·served in 
Japan, demonstrates 
the Japanese tradi
tional tea ceremony 
during a session of 
the National Acteens 
Convention with a 
Japanese native who 
now lives in Nash
ville. - Photo by 
Connie Davis 

THE NATIONAL Acteens Convention drew not only Acteens from all 
over the United States, but from around the world as well. Enjoying 
the Nashville event were friends, from left Priya Singh. Fiji; Yuri Kishi. 
Japan; Esther Knowles, New Zeala"nd; and Bayan Shaku. Kaza
khstan. - Photo by Connie Davis 
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Surgoinsville 
pastor named to 
TBC staff position 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Steve Holt 
has been called to serve as the 
Emerging Leaders/Small Church 
Specialist with the Executive 
Board staff of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. 

Holt will help in building re
lationships between emerg~ 
ing/young staff leaders in TBC 
churches a nd providing strate
gies for leadership development 
for this focused group; creating 
and implementing comprehen~ 
sive strategies for leadership de
velopment for 
staff in th_e 
small church; 
and coordinat
ing the exist-. . 
1ng semmary 
extension pro
gram. 

Holt · has 
served for the HOLT 
past 10 years 
as pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Surgoinsville: He re
ceived his bachelor's degree from 
Carson-Newman College, Jeffer
son City. He has a M.Div. degree 
from Emmanuel Sclwol of Reli" 
gion and a D. Min. degree from 
the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville,.Ky. , 

."God has uniquely prepared 
Steve Holt to serve in this 
strategic ministry role," said Bill 
Northcott; Leadership Develop
ment group leader. 

''He brings an amazing combi~ 
nation of spirit, skills, sensitivi
'ty, and commitment to this min
istry. He lov~s Tennessee· Bap
tists and has a special affinity 
with emerging leaders and ·small 
churches.'' 

Holt and his wife, Donna, 
have three children. 0 

' 

Promise Keepers 
• • • • 

fOIItiiiUeS miSSIOn 
Associated Baptist Press · 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. - Approx
imately 12,000 men and boys 
.gathered here for a July 25-26 . 
Promise Keepers rally - the 

eighth of 18 weekend Promise 
Keeper events scheduled this 
year ~om New York to Califor
rua. 

Since its founding in 1990, 
Promise Keepers has hosted 
more than 150 events with a to~ 
tal attendance of more than 5 
million men and boys. 

"God has challenged Promise 
Keepers to raise up an army of 
men to win the .lost," explained 
Harold Velasgue~ ,- Promise 
Keepers' administrator. 

With the influence of hus
bands and fathers in the home, 
"the potential is for multiple mil
lions of souls to come into a sav
ing relationship with Jesus 
Christ." 

Velasquez said studies indi
cate that when a husband and 
father becomes a Christian, "93 
percent of the time his family 
follows in that decision. You get 
Dad, you get the family. It's that 
simple." 

More than 900 people re
sponded to a Friday evening al
tar call to become Christians or 
rededicate their lives to God. 

''We've got to take this to the 
world," urged conference emcee 
Reggie Dabbs. · "We've got to let 
them know there's a different 
way to live." 

Though the crowd at 
Louisville's Freedom Hall was 
significantly smaller than the 
18,000 who attended a Promise 
Keepers rally in the city three 
years ago,· event organizers s.ai_d 
the individual spiritual impact is 
the primary goal. 

"Our missioR is still' the same 
- to see men transformed 
worldwide," explained True 
Nguyen, Promise Keepers' U.S. 
ministry director. ''We want men. 
to be challenged in a way that 
allows them to have a passion 
for seeing other men saved." 0 

SBC CP gifts up 
slightly o11er '02 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Year-to-date 
contributions through the South~ 
ern Baptist Convention's Coop
erative Program are up 0.24 per-.. 
cent compared to this same time 
frame in 2002, according to a 
news release from SBC Execu-

I state news 

tive Committee President Monis 
H. Chapman. 

As of July 31. 2003, the year
to-date total of $152,3211102.27 
for Cooperative Program <CP ) 
Missions is $362,769.42 ahead of 
the $151,958,332.85 received at 
this same point ·last year. For 
the month , receipts of 
$13,296,777.68 were 1.57 per
cent, or $211,788.86, below the 
$13,508,566.54 received in July 
2002. 

Designated g1v1ng of 
$157,86!7,183.91 for t h e same 
year-to-date period is 3.15 per
cent, or $5,139,080.16, below 
gifts of $163,006,264.07 received 
at this point in 2002. The 
$8,438,986.28 in designated gifts 
received last month IS 

$3,016,372.78 above the 
$5,392,613.50 of July 2002, a 
56.49 percent increase. 

For the SBC Cooperative Pro-
, gram Allocation Budget, the 
year-to-date total of 
$152,321,102.27 is 103.29 per
cent of the $14 7 ;468,668.30, or 
$4,852,433.97 more to .support 
Southern Baptist ministries 
globally and across North Amer
ica. 

The SBC operates on an Oct. 
1-Sept. 30 fiscal year. 0 

McClellan $aid. '"Tha 1 
he feels very strongl_ abo 
the president will not c 
mise on that vie\\ ... ~ 
mistake about it. the pr 
is strongly committed to 
ing the sanctity of rna.,., 
defending n sacred in 
t hat he believes is bet 
man and woman.· 

McClellan also wa 
about the Federal Ma 
Amendment, which wot 
language to the consti 
banning same~sex 'marri 
has more than 75 ea&pon 
the House of Rep'-Dtati 

"Obviously that jJ eon 
to look at in thi.lf -eolttex 
Clellan said. ''But we nee< 
where these court caaet 
out." 

Massachusetts' high 9 expected to rule BDJ. da1 11 
case in which hom~ -a· 
ples are seeking the ri 
marry. Similar cases are 
ing in the lower courts d 
statesJ including New Je 

New poll signl 
shift in views 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Ju 
Bush takes stand .. month after an historic S1 

. Court ruling on sodomy, 
ag~inst same sex cans' !lCCeptance ofbOIDOf 

· • . . • . . . .!:1: has plummeted, a ne 
1marr1age' 1ssues --~ow~; 
Baptist'Press . . ~ThE! w poll released~ 

· .- by .: USA T oday/CNN 
WASHINGTON - President shows that a plmality o 

George W. Bush is taking a p~~ ·~:ff~~~ percent - do i 
cipled s~and against same-seX._ ·sider lromosexuality "an 
"marria·g~," : a White House a~le. alternative lifesty 
spokesman said July 31, noting that 57 percent ate oppt 
also that the president will not homosexual civil unions. 
compromise on the issue and is The poll of 1,006 
considering a coqstitutional verses poll numbers 
amendment that would ban ho- May as well as trends 
mosexuals from "marrying." cent years. It also goes 

Bush told reporters July 30 cultural trends showing 
that he believes in the "sancti- increasing promotian 
ty" of traditional marriage and sexuality in the media 
that government lawyers are ucation circles. 
studying "the best way" to pro- Peter LaBarbera. 
teet the definition by law. Dur- cy analyst with the 
ing the White House press Family Institute in 
briefing July 31, reporters told Baptist Press 
pressed White ·House spokes~ indicate that ·n~lniA: 

man Scott McClellan to defend sick and tired of 
Bush's position. . Hollywood shoving 

"[T]his is a principled stand," ty in their face at 

. 

Disaster Relief operations shut down in Me 
By Marcia Knox 
Baptist and Reflector 

BREN'l,WOOD- A storm does not dis
criminate, because we've seen all types from 
people in business suits to the homeless on 
the Cherry Road Baptist Church community 
serving line in Memphis," according to a 
Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief worker. 

"Most of the businesses have been shut 
down in the area, because there is no power 
due to the storm," said. Lisa Travis, who 
helped coordinate Disaster Relief operations 
for Tennessee Baptists July 29. 

''People have lost work, because business
es have lost power and closed. Many people 
live from paycheck to paycheck or they have 
lost everything in their refrigerators so they 
come here to get meals." 

Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief feeding 

operations closed Aug. 2, in the Memphis 
area after assisting victims of ·a July 22 se~ 
vere thunderstorm, which created damage 
across Shelby County. 

Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief feeding 
operations were among the first responders 
following the severe thunderstorm. 

The. State Feeding Unit along with the 
First Baptist Church of White House Gener
ator Unit were activated July 26, to assist 
the Shiloh Baptist Association Feeding U;n.it, 
which has been serving since July 24 at the 
church. Mike Stricklin, a member of 
Hopewell Baptist Church of Savannah, 
served as the blue cap for the feeding opera
tions. Ed Kaye of Sparta began July 30 as 
blue cap. 

In addition to the feeding operations, re
covery teams from Shelby County, Beech 
River, and Cumberland Baptist Associations 

worked July 26, at the 
Children's Homes in Millington, 
dova, McLean Baptist Church, 
and private homes. 

Recovery team operations 
Maury and Duck River Baptist 
recovery teams worked July 28·29, 
Memp.his area although heavy raiJ 
pered their efforts. Recovery team 
housed at Faith Baptist Church, B 
w:hich had also activated their shower 

Response totals through Saturda 
2, were: volunteer days 426; mealt P 
23,688; cleanup jobs completed 1 
showers provided 52. 

Donations are being accepted 
Memphis area July storm. Pleue • 
tributions to: "July 2003 Storm Bel 
Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief 
P .O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024-( 
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.500-plus teenage girls impact Nashville ••• 
1tinued from page 1 Glenda Palmer of 

1
., helping supply back- Haywood Hills Bap
and school supplies have tist Church, Nash
rtic~lplmt;s of Tennessee ville, served_ as 

1.ev·en1~s for the past sever- school ministry co
!~tattts, Phillips noted. Life- ordinator for Nash

Christian Resources, ville Baptist Associ
ho .. o, assisted by storing: ation. 

lies. Surplus school "The school min-
were given to is try projects really 

Baptist Association went well," Palmer 
· River Ministry. . sai~. She noted the 

,.,.T.v Carr, volunteer spe- school she served 
for Woman's Missionary was really apprecia

-.....JII1and chair of National tive of the gro-up . 
..... _ •. ,c.- Convention ministries, The assistant prin

backpack project was cipal even a_sked for, 
teUirm<:h a partnership with prayer, Palmer said, 

,.,....,,.al, state, and local noting that the .TENNESSEANS Scott and Valerie Payne, 
lt took all of us working groups themselves 1MB missionaries in Thailand, share about 

were not allowed to their work during an afternoon session of 
said hands-on min- pray on the schopl NAG. Payne, of Manchester, is a former. 

by NAC participants campuses. BSU director at Mot/ow State Community 
~~'-'llvv,t;:, in Nashville was T~rri Philpot, a College, Tullahoma, and Eas1 Tennessee 

t of NAC. It was teacher at Co~krill State University, Johnson City. Valerie 
~!Ji:)i::llUJloc:: by Pedro Garcia, Elementary School Payne is a native of. Wartrace. 
j)tm~mient of Metropolitan in Nashville, was · , ·· 

Public Schools. grateful for the assistance she 
y have been so gra- received from Acteens as she 
aid Phillips, referring prepared for a new school year 
and his staff. "He has which begins next week in 
some of his staff to _ Metro Davidson County. 

11ai1as-on ministry work 
n;ant because ((the girls 
do hands-on ministry," 
illips. Participants of 

NAC"held in 1999 in 
s;:y gave a similar pro
t marks. 
o~r hope 'these min
ojects impacted our 
and the city," she 

observed the 
impact ptiblic 

th their ministry pro-

1'\'""''11 S{!hools that had 

"This is awesome," she said. 
The Acteens had "so much en
ergy and were so willing to 
help. It's a blessing," Philpot 
said. 

Melanie Broyles, an Acteen 
from Che.rry ·G:rove Baptist 
Church, Jonesborough, worked 
at Cockrill Elementary. "I liked 
seeing many ·people come to
gether for the same reason -
to worship GQd and to help peo
ple," she said. 

Tb.e project was an exten
sion from the previous day, 
when Acteens gathered at the 
Tennessee State Capitol to 
pray for the city, the nation 
and the world. 

up for groups began 
p see if any were avail
hen word began to 
l.bout the contributions 

"[W]e put feet to our prayers 
by going into the public schools 

eens were making on and . doing community service 
campuses. projects in whatever capacity 

they [needed] us," said Carr. 
Reactions 

Phillips obs~rved that "it's 
an honor and an awesome 
privilege w have the conven-, 

tion in Nashville and to have 

them (NAC participants) come 
from so many nations and 
countries here." 

Girardier observed that 
NAC ''has gone smoother than I 
could have expected. 

((God worked everything 
out," she stressed. . 

Girardier, Phillips ; and 
Palmer all expressed appFecia-· 
tion for the number of volun
teers who participated in 
NAC. . 

The volunteers and planners 
worked h ard to make the con
ference as easy as possible for 
the participants, Phillips said. 

Girardier a lso had h igh 
praise for the volunteers. 

"Everyone worked together 
as a team." 

Palmer observed that many 
of the volunteers included not 
only members of Tennessee 
WMU, but many senior adults. 
"We had a wonderful turnout of 
volunteers. I have been 
pleased," she said. 

Karen Broyles, who led the 
Acteens group from Cherry 
Grove Church, noted NAC pro- -
vided "a once in a lifetime op
portunity" for her girls and the 
conference enabled them to see 

"they are 
part of 
some
thing 
bigger 
than just 

ACTEENS carry a cross July 30, leading a march to the Tennessee 
State Capitol for a time of prayer. More than 6,500 Acteens from 

·the United States and aroUnd the world gathered for the National 
Ac:;teens Convention, sponsored by Southern Baptist Woman's Mis
sionary Union. - Photo by Kent Harville 

where we live be
cause there are girls 
from all over the. 
world here." 

NAC provided an 
opportunity not only 
for spiritual develop
ment, but also for 
hands-on ministry, 

. said Wanda S. Lee, 
executive director of 

·. national WMU. 
"We believe the 

two combined teach-
. . 

es a miSSionary 
lifestyle that we pray 
continues for the rest 
of t h eir lives," she 
said. 0 - This article 
also contains report
i'ng by Erin Curry, 
Michael Foust, and 
Chris Turner for Bap
tist Press. 

ACTEEN Laura Ellis of Pine Ridge Baptist 
Church, Harriman, packs school supplies to 
be delivered to public schools. 

lNIE KELLOUGH of First 
Church, Newbern, who 
m the staff of Tennessee 
\ction and Acteens camps 
mer, becomes a Japanese 
·aditional dress by filling a 
ith her face. 

RUSTY. SUMRALL.: (inside van), associate executive 
director of Nashville Baptist Association, is assisted 
by Charlie Bradley of First Baptist Church, Joelton, in 
loading extra school supplies donated by NAG to the 
association. 

HELPING SORT school supplies at Cockrill Elementary School in Nashville, are 
a group of Acteens from Calvary Baptist Church, Knoxville. From left are Katie 
Fethe, Kira Jones, Elizabeth Mee, and Maggie Rockwell. 

• 

• 

-
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Hall reflects on 32 ye~rs of state campus ministr 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

MARTIN - Adam Hall 
knows he will think often of the 
hundreds of students he has got
ten to know over the past 32 
years he has directed Baptist 
Collegiate Ministries at the Uni
versity of Tennessee- Martin. 

In fact, in retirement he will 
think of his ministry as often as 
one of his five grandchildren call 
him "Opa" or call his wife, Pat, 
"Oma." His oldest granddaugh
ter picked up the term when she 
was a toddler and· with her 
grandparents at an internation
al Christian fe llowship. The Ko
rean children of students in -at
tendance were calling their par
ents Opa and _ Oma in Korean. It 
has become the term t h e H all 
grandchildren call their grand
parents. 

• 

Hall retired J uly 31 as Bap-· 
tist Collegiate Ministries min-· 
istry specialist for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. 

And he· believes he will stay 
in touch with students. He .runs 
into former stu dents all of the 
time. While on a missions trip to 
Vene-zuela, he was walking 
through a town and heard a 
voice calling, "Adam Hall, what 
are you doing here?" 

It was a former student who 
had returned home to 
Venezuela. An oth er native 
Venezuelan and former student, 
Luis Lopez, served as Hall 's 
translator du rin g t he Master
Life t r aining conferen ces H all 
led there for Life Way Christian 
Resources, Nash ville. Lopez is 
curren.t ly on t h e s t a ff of Life
Way, Hall proudly reported. 

"Thanks for the m emor ies 
has to be my line as well," said 
Hall, referring to t h e late Bob 
Hope. "We've had a p art in th e 
liyes of students all over t h e 
world. It 's been the love of our 
life." 

Trends 
Hall has seen a lot of trends 

in his ministry. St udents used to 
not know where t hey were sup
posed to be or when . Now-stu
dents ask for prayer th at they 
can better man age t h eir t ime 
and become upset if t hey lose 
their daytimer or personal data 
assist ant . 

He has experienced the stu
dent-led revival which ,began at 
Asbury College in Wilmore, Ky., 
while h e was a student at 
Southwestern Baptist Theologi-

cal Seminary, Ft. Worth, Texas. 
That revival moved to UT -
Martin and to other campuses in 
the country changing students 
forever. That revival was a part 
of the Jesus Movement a mong 
students in the late 1970s, said 
Hall. 
. ' He has th ought several times 
he saw the beginnings of anoth
er student-led revival but it 
didn't develop. He will continue 
to pray for that, said Hall. 

He has seen cults come and 
go on the UT-M campus. And he 
has had many discussions with 
students about a variety of theo
logical issues. 

He has seen the BCM min
istry here grow. D u ring his 
tenure student involvement h as 
grown . The Thu rsday Night 
Thing or TNT h as grown from 
about five students to 100 and 
the Wednesday noon-day event 
has incr eased from about 15 stu
dents to about 60. 

Fina lly, Hall said he has we}.:. 
corned technology, which allows 
him to keep in touch with for
mer students serving in m is
sions overseas and wit h former 
inter:national students involved 
in BCM. He's currently in touch 
by email with three fem ale stu
dents who are a part of the In
ternational Mission Board's two
year journeyman program. ·And 
Hall recently heard from a cou
ple who were having difficulty 
re-entering the northern part of 
Ch ina where they served . '1I 
need to check on t he m ," said 
Hall. 

Of course, he has had frustra
t ions, he aamitted. A few stu 
dents have considered whet her 
participation in BCM can h elp 
them develop t heir resumes. 
And BCM directors will always 
hear t he question, "Who else is 
coming?", explained }jaiL 

Yet the majority of students 
ar~ caring, loving students who 
want to grow in their faith, he 
said. And he r eceives many . 
blessings, like ministering to the 
ch i ldren of former stude n ts, 
wh ich allows him to become 
reacquainted with the parents. 

Fun 
He and the students, who re

ally lead the ministry so it will 
meet the needs of students, have 
had so much fun together , Hall 
remin isced. For several years 
the BCM has h eld its annua l 
flamingo caper to raise money 
for BCM summer missionaries. 

For a couple of week s each 

Life Way has the solution-a 15-passenger 
mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards. 

SERIOUS CONCERNS 
• How much financial liability 

can your church bear? 

-

• Insurance rates are going upl 
• legal Advisers are saying, 

"Remove the last row of seals!" 
• Some statet have already • 

put mandatory r!lplaeement 
deadlines in at:lionl 

• Charl1able Organitc~tions 
a:nd Child Transportation 
Businesses are at Risk! 

~Jf~1Yay. 
C~oter Bw; Sale~ lnc. 
Vow I'll . "I CJ 'IT'fll Bu Deol" 

a business student her 
students met in a forr 
barracks which had l 
verted into npartmt 
helped raise monev fol 
ter. Since coming back 
tor , he has seen the eel 
vated and expanded. 

ADAM HALL, Baptist-Collegiate Ministries director at UT - Mar
tin, stands in front of the Bap tist Student Center where he has 
• 

The Tenn~ss(>e Bap 
vent ion provides the fa 
h is position while a 
tr-ustees provide for 
istry, said Hall. The 
made up of --p~le fr 
churches and th~ ass 
the TBC Executive Be 
TBC staff. The TBC co 
Tennessee BCM but rei 
cal involvement t.o mt 
possible. 

R etirement 
H all will remain i1 

served for 32 years. 

spring studel),.ts place flamingos 
in the yards of Baptists in order 
to persu ade th em to give. The 
stude:&ts offer insurance policies 
to help p eople avoid b'ein g 
"flami n goed ." Creativity 
abounds, said Hall, both in deal
making and decorating the yard 
art, often fueled by the competi
tion between male and female 
students. 

H e also .recalled the many 
years he_followed students in a 
van who were participating in 
the BCM bike-a-thon. One bike
a-than was 100 miles long. H e 
expla ined wryly that he m ay 
work with college stu dents but 
he doesn't ('h ave to keep up with 
them." 

H e recalled t h e one year 

presents 

f-&r a year wh ile Pat, 
when no American students par- taugh t public schoo 
ticipated. The international stu- years, completes one nj 
den ts, h owever, made such an He said his fam ily dese 
impact on the churches visited of credit for his ministr 

' that t he group raised more mon- "Our kid s grew u 
ey th an other groups. He also re- BSU," he said. In fact h 
membered t h e year t h e bike.rs ter, Dacia Bumpus of t 
were surprised by a light snow. took her first steps at t1 
Yet no one stopped, he reported. Prophetically, it was 11 

Finally, he h as led .at least . parents, who were ne~ 
one group of students a year on to a student. Hall doe1 
a missions t rip. Often it· is to a to mind. 
nearby state, but he also has le~ _ T hat legacy conti 
students to serve in Mexico and Hall~s son, Reid, met 
St.Petersburg, Russia. -~my, at the BSU at 

Baptist Student Center . ·:e(Ky.}_State Universit~ 
Hall has a special connection~oil-Slaw, Bar t Bump 

to t he Bapt is t Studen t Center- BCM president at UT-~ 
which is located adjacent to the - "I feel real btessec 
UT campus. The school is home _ __..been_able to serve in tl 
to .5,7QO students. While he-wa~~lt're sattt. ~ 

·. 

We"re moving our 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday night service to MONDAY 
night just (or the month of 
August! With Godly guest s,eakers 
Er inspirational music" you"re sure 
to get a blessing (rom this series 
of Monday night worship se111ices. 

AUGUST 'ITH: Bobby Welch, IIQStor of First Baptist Church of Daytona 
Beach ana tounaer of the F .A. I. T.H. Evangelism Ministry. Special music 

FBC Sevierville choir. 
~ Guest speaker Frea Wolfe. Special music by FBC Sevierville choir. 

Our very own Pastor Ranay Davis will bring us the message. Special music by Tile TIIIU 
You"re in (Or a real treat on this last Monaay in August with Greater Vision in COttCD1 

The service begins at 1:00 p.m. each Monaay night at First Baptist Church, 311 ParlcWIIY. ~ 
For more infOrmation, contact the Church office at (865) 453-9001 
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arrested for. &ei1.1g 0 Christian, would evidence convict 

Lonnie Wilkey, editor. 

you were arrested for be
Christian. weuld there be 
gh evidence to con viet 

Ulllies Ryle posed that ques
. a Promise Keepers 
re~ently in Louisville, 

first thought was, "I 
I shouldn't have come to 

u The speakers are 

are arrested. I fear too many 
Christians are like water 
faucets: We can be cold or hot. 
One day we might be on fire for 
the Lord while on the next· day 
Jesus must wonder if we really 
know Him or not. 

And,. then there are those 
Christians who would never be 
arrested because· thei-r lifE(style 
wouldn't even make anyone 
suspect they were followers of 
Jesus Christ in the first place. 

in other schools." work, it is aired weekly on 
Let's clarify that not "every- NBC's cable affiliate, Bravo. 

one" thinks it's "a good idea." Filth like this is on cable 
In fact, · it's lousy. I thought television all the time and it is 

we were trying to do away not just the homosexual issue. 
with segregation in Ame.rica. Too many programs today por
Now, let me make it clear that tray sexual relationships out
I do not condone any violence side of marriage. Language 
that may or may not have hap- that once would never be heard 
pened to those kids. They de- on television is becoming the 
serve to be treate~ as any oth- norm. Add to the mix the so
er student and should not have called "reality" shows and it 
to be subjected to ridicule and leaves few programs fit for hu
abuse. Those who do the ridi- man consumption. And the sad 
culing and abuse should be thing is Christians watch this 
punished. mess and eventually fall into 

' All I know is that if I were a the trap of seeing it so much on 
taxpayer in New York City and television that it becomes ac:
my taxes were bejng used to ceptable in everyday life as 
fund this school. I would be out- well. 

necessary to lead people to 
Christ. 

For Christians who attend, 
the meeting serves as a "pep 
rally'' to exhort men to examine 
their lives and make necessary 
changes if they are not living as 
God would have us to. 

-It all boils down to whether 
we keep the excitement that is 
generated at a rally after we 
have been back home for a 
week or more. If not, we are not 
only letting ourselves and our 
families down, we are letting 
God down. 

Iff ~ too personal." 
IIi t the fact lS, I needed to 
Pi t:1 ~1 tl1.at question and I would 

Ryle, a former pastor and 
author who now lives in Ten
nessee, observed that while 
Christians "know the .script," 
they are not "m~king a dent" in 
today's culture. He noted that 
Christians are "playing with 
marbles" while the other·side is raged. When will it end? 

I read about an entertainer 
who died recently. He was de
scribed "as a very re.ligious 
man, but privately religious." 

PrivateLy religious. That's a 
new term for me. Could it be we 
have too many "private" Chris
tians? I don't mean we should 
go out and beat people over the 
heads with our Christianity, 
but are we so private that peo
ple don't see Jesus in us in our 
d~ily walk? 

that the nearly 12,000 
men and boys attending 
K rally in Leuisville 

lliLll\1-' to hear it as well. 
fact, every Christian 

· "'nrn stand in front of a m.ir
~'"''""'\ lrl ask him or herself that 

some Christians the an
ld be a resounding 

e do have Christian 
" who walk with Jesus 
on a da1ly, consistent 
Th~se are men and 

. who are in the Word of 
''""!rr-n ::~.ch day and commune 

-od through prayer on a 

l'm afra1d that for many 
l ..... ,, ... I mcJude myself), it 
~IJ1en.a on what day we 

"shooting bullets." 
Unfortunately, Ryle is right. 
All one has to do is scan the • 

headlines. 
One of the "news headlines" 

tpat caught my attention last 
week was ~'Fi~st public gay high 
school to open in NYC." 

This Associat~d Press story 
noted that about 100 students 
will attend Harvey Milk High 
School this fall. The school is 
named after San Francisco's 
first openly gay city supervisor, 
who was assassinated iri 1978, 
according to the article. 

New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg was quot
ed: "I think ~verybody feels 
that it.'s a good idea because 
some of the kids who are gays 
and lesbians have been con
stantly harassed and beaten 

Another ·news event in the Back to Promise Keepers. 
process is the possibility of a This organization, which was 
Massachusetts court ruling founded in 1990, has drawn a 

' that homosex\u'!Js have the lot of criticism from Christians 
right to marry. · and non-Christians alike. 

This possibility has led to . Some see it as a "sexist" or-
some legislators exploring ways ganization. Others think it 
to protect the institution , of leads to a «holier than thou" 
marriage. "Who could have mentality. 
imagined 20 or 30 years ago I think it should be consid
that we would have to have a ered for what it was intended to 
''law" to define marriage. do - to encourage men to love 

Another event that sh.ows their wives and families and to 
how low we are sinking hap- live a godly life as an example 
pened on July 24 when NBC for others. 
aired «Queer Eye for the It also is an evangelistic ef
Straight Guy," a show in which fort. In Louisville alone, more 
five homosexual men attempt than 900 people made profes
to teach a heterosexual man sions for Christ. It's sad to say, 
about style, ac~ording to a Bap- but it's easier to get people to 
tist Press news story. go to an event than it is to gp to 

While NBC said it is airing church. If that's what it takes, 
the show only once on the net- so be it. We have to do what is 

Just like we get a "physical" 
checkup to make sure our 
health is ok, we need to take 
periodic "spiritual" checkups as 

• well. · 
Stand in front of the mirror 

and ask yourself, "If I was ar: 
rested for being a Christian, 
would there be enough evidence 
to convict me?" 

If not, here's your prescrip
tion: Qne Bible, read daily; 
l?ray constantly. If we all did 
that, perhaps we would start 
making a dent in our culture. 0 

ugllts on a sign discovered on. a rural Tennessee road 
~ People all over the world are sUSAves" lies not in the truth female" (Galatians 3:28) allow will there be only Amencans 

!----'------ envious of the opportunities af- of its declaration, but in the such a sign in_ his fi_rst-century around that ~hron~. People 
forded to American citizens. No message of its implicatio"n. In- yard? A sign hke this seems to from every natiOn, tnbe, people 
doubt, Gon has been good to deed, Jesus saves. Christians communicate more than its and langua~e _will join t?gether 
America. Its heritage is rich, agree here. However , red, painter might have intended. there v:orshipmg Go~ forever .. 
and without His providential white, and blue letters which While readily admit~ing that . Until then, Amencan Chn~-

Todd E. Brady 

grace and favor America would include the capitalization of America has and continues to bans can_ ~e tha~l for therr 
not own such a wonderful tradi- USA within "JesUSAves" experience God's blessings, it.is earthly Citizenship. Moreover, 
tion or enjoy its preset bless- seems to imply that the United important for C~ristians _to un- Christians everywhere can ~e· 

States of America is in some derstand that history w1ll one even more thankful that Gods 
way central to or at least a fun- day <;:orne to a halt and eternity saving wo~k tprough C~rist 
damental part of God's salva- will roll on around a throne and ~oes _not hinge upon_ na~1~nal 

mgs. 
ica's . awareness of . . The danger that American 

eve.nts certainly is · Christians can face in times of 
ielllea as many through- international conflict is the 

lana have watched close blurring of boundaries that ex
and beloved family ist between nationalistic pat:rio
ship out for military tisn'l and Christian faith. Along 
overseas. In many a country road in Tennessee, 

and eav1c gatherings, this blurring 1s evident on a 
;)D is often made of sol- sign pictu1·ing an American 
•r their families who are flag-filled icthus lthe Christian 
remembered m prayer. A fish symbol) and creatively em-
ay at"tt>l'noon drive blazoned underneath Wlth the · 
h most .. -my town will re- phrase "JesUSAves." 
atriotir )anners, waving At the very least it ts catchy, 

and ''t>llow ribbon- and upon immediate passing 
•ed oaK rees - all of most people probably experi-

serve \8 ··eminders of ence positive emotional re
who arf> ..;erving so sacri- sponses. But it causes one to 
y. Indeed. the ground- question whether those good 
of Amt>··Jcan patriotism feelings may be related to the 
~ young and old alike is fact that one may live m the 
·aging. USA or to the fact that .Jesus 
·istian~ •n America have saves. While appreciative of the 
reason o be patriotic. paintet· who sought to commu-
oited States of America is nicate his Christian fa1th along 
lerful r\tll wn that has un- with his patriotic tervor. such 
•dly expenenced the prov- communicatwn also 1s a cause 
tl bles.-.,ngs and divine fa- for concern. 
God AlnHghty. The diffic ultv with ··Je-

tion plan. not a nation. · Identity .. CJ -. Brady _1s mm~ster 
Certainly Christians are An American will not be sit- t~ t~e umverstty at Umon Umver-

thankful for the USA. Of ting on that th:rone. Neither s1ty m Jackson. 
course, believers hold firmly to 
the conviction that Jesussaves. 
However, when patriotic pas
sion becomes synonymous with 
the understanding of and love 
for God, Christians are tempted 
to thmk that God's working is 
in some way related to or de
pendent on the United States of 
America. 

Do Christians see this sign 
and thmk that America is God's 
favorite country and that they 
have preferred status in his 
K1 n gdom family? Do those 
Amencans who are not Chris
hans pass by thinking that by 
nght of their national citizen
shlp they also are entitled to 
heavenly citizenship? Would 
th.e 1\postle Paul, who when 
s pea lnng of salvation, stated 
that ·There is neither Jew nor 
Greek. s lave nor free~ male nor 

CHUf(Cti OF THE COVff(E:P VI~H by Thom Tapp 

1'While I'm preaching, vou keep an eye on 
that kid with the sling-shot." 

-
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James Ossuary 
dealer arrested, 
forgery suspected 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - The Israeli 
antiquities dealer whose discov
ery of the so-called James os
suary gained worldwide atten
tion has been arrested in 
Jerusalem allegedly for forging 
the item. 

Oded Golan was arrested 
July 21 and appeared the next 
day in court, where police re
vealed forging equipment -
stencils, stones, and yet-to-be
completed forgeries - they said 
were found in his home, accord
ing to the Associated Press. 

Golan is suspected of forging 
both the .James ossuary and an
other archeological find, a stone 
tablet with an inscription from 
2 Kings 12 calling for temple re
pairs. Both items shook the 
archeological world and had 
scholars debating their authen
ticity. The James ossuary con
tains an inscription on the side 
reading, "James, son of Joseph, 
brother of Jesus" - leading 
scholars to speculate it once 
contained the remains of the 
Apostle James. It was valued at 
$1 to $2 million. 

But both finds are now in 
doubt, although Golan contends· 
they are authentic, according to 
the AP. 

www .GulfShoresCondos.com 
Beachside Vacation Condos, All sizes 

Late Summer special: 
2 Night weekend,.$130.00 

4 Weeknights, $190.00 Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 8-28 

(205) 554-1524 

Steven Ortiz, assistant pro
fessor of archaeology at New Or
leans Baptist Theological Semi
nary, told Baptist Press that 
forgery is an "unfortunate prob
lem within the archaeological 
community" and gives honest 
archeological scl:folarship a bad 
name. 

While holding off judgment 
on the authenticity of the two 
items, Ortiz said it is ''very 
easy" for a person to forge an 
item - especially if the person 
is knowledgeable of the history 
of the biblical languages. 0 

World Changers 
volunteers die of_ 
natural causes 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - In 
less than a week, two adult vol
unteers on World Changers pro
jects have died. 

Susan Adams, 52, a member 
of Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church in 
Easley, S.C., died on a work site 
in Savannah on July 18.· Bar~ 
bara Pace, 66, from First Bap
tist Church in Ellenwood, Ga. ; 
was found dead the morning of 
July 22 at the Trenton, Mo., 
World Changers project. 

Both deaths were ruled to be 
from natural causes. · 

World Changers proj ects 
have involved 125,'000 volun-

'~~ BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 . 
www.fibergla~schurchprod.c9m 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN.37415 

Hotel, 
"·' 

With nearly two< lights, A Country 

. 

. 

teers in the past 14 years and 
the two deaths are the first in 
its history. 

'The Lord has protected us for 
13 years," said John Bailey, 
manager of student volunteer 
mobilization for the North Amer
ican Mission Board. "Both of 
these ladies had a heart for ser
vice and answered a call to serve 
Him, wherever. They died doing 
what they wanted to do." 0 

TBC to sponsor 
church building, 
finance tonference 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - First Bap
tist Church, Jackson, will host a 
Church Building and Finance 
Conference on Aug. 14 from 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

The conference is sponsored 
by the Leadership Development 

To the best of our knowledge all 
ads in the. Baptist and Reflector 
represent legitimate companies 
~nd offerings . Howeyer, one 
s~ould always use caution in 
responding to ads. 

• 

Group of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. "This is a confer
ence designed to provide infor
mation, training, and resources 
for churches that will enable 
them to better plan to minister 
in their community, ,utilizing 
their facilities as a tool for min
istry," said Archer Thorpe, TBC 
church leader development and 
stewardship specialist. 

The conference is designed 
for pastors and church staff 
along with members of building 
and finance committees and 
church trustees. It will address 
issues related to new construc
tion and remodeling of present 
facilities along ·with providing 
suggestions for financing the 
construction. 

Thorpe will lead the confer-

ence along with an:hi~ 
Orr. 

For more information 
conference including co~ 1 
register. contact Thorp. 
800-558-2090, ext. 2017. t 

MINISTRIES - OTHI 
Director of activities an 
dren's ministries, First 1 
Church. Candidate Will , 
nate all activities of FBc 
rect children's ministries 
ing children's Worst\ip ~ 
and Upward Basrtetball. .. 
scription available. ~Ia 
potential benefifs. Sebd 1 
by Aug. 31 , 2003 to Rrst 
Church, 200 West Church 
Kingsport, TN 37660, Altl 
lene King, email address 
king@ntelos.net. 

•> ~ ~· 
MINISTRIES- MUSIC Be:-ula~ ~aptist AssoeiaJ nn 

Large suburban St. Louis, Mis-. Unton C1ty, Tenn., is ao( 
so uri Baptist church prayerfully resumes for the position o 
seeks a dynamic full-time minis- tor of missions. Please s 
ter of music and worship. Duties sumes to Beulah Baptist , 
include leadiRg worship services ation, Attn. Director of M 
in . contemporary/blended style, Search Committee, P.( 
directing adult choirs in re - 366 , Union City, TN~ 
hearsal and worship, coordinat- bbaptist@beulahbaptista 
ing vocal and instrumental en- tion .com. Deadline for rE 

New Lower Rates For sembles, and major music/dra- is Aug. 21, 2003. 
Life Insurance! ma productions. Evangelistic . •!• ·> ·:· + 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) heart a must. Send. resume to Seeking a professional 
Age $15o,ooo $3oo,ooo Music/Worship Search Commit- · individual to fill a secretar 
25 $.11.03 $15.49 tee, Fee Fee Baptist Church, !;speper position. Please 
35 

$
1

L1
6 

· $
15

·
75 11330 St. Charles Rock Rd. , -..w:rsum_ e to Hillhurst I 45 $20.87 $35.18 ~~ 

$.4 . Bridgeton, MO 63044. ·-ehuwit,,-144 Ewing Dr . • 55 . . 3.71 ' - $80.85 ~· 
Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN) ·:· ·:· ·:· •!• - ville, TN 37207, tax: (61 
Toll Free 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.) Wanted full-time music director. 2325, Attn. Pastor Jeff St 
Leve·l death benefit term that does not in- Responsibilities will include Sun- --:---:;;;:;a;: .. -:-----
crease for the first 15 years. Written by an .~.. - mo 

A-plus Life insurance company. Preferred day morning and evening WOf? .:;;..:mnN~~IES- COMBI~ 
male rates illustrated above. Please CCIII ship, Wednesday evening hymn Memorial Baptist Churc 
for._other ages ar:~d female rates. · service, an Eas-te~ _an9 ~hrist- Box 3~, Cros~ville, TN 3jl 

.__ _____ _ ____ ...,..---~ mas cantata, adu'lt cho1r, and acceptmg resumes for 

• 

yquth choir. Pay ·and benefits staff posi~ion for ministe 
commensurate with position. sic and youth. Send resu 
Send -resume to Personnel Com- picture and references 
mittee, c/o First Baptist Church, mbc2@citlink.net or c~ 
302 North Magnolia St., Tomp- 484-9278. 
kinsville, KY 42167. _ 

MINISTt:IIES- PASTOR 
Lucy Baptist Church is accepting 
resumes for full-time pastor. 
Send to Scott Hendren, 4005 
Lucy Rd., Millington, TN 38053. 

MINISTRIES - STUDENT 
Rogersville First Baptist Church 
is seeking a full-time minister of 
youth and families with a semi
nary degr-ee. E:xperience pre
ferred. Send resume to Person
nel Committee, P.O. Box 267, 
Rogersville, TN. 37857. 

............ t. . ~ . .-

MINISTRIES - .-~ .... 
Cohutta FBC is 
a bivocational worship 
music minister and a 
al children's minister. 
candidates may call 
8321 for information 

· resume to Cohutta 
Box300,Cohutta, GA 

MINISTRIES
First Baptist Church, Sierra 
zona is seeking an 
the church and a private Ch 
8 academy. Prior adrniristr 

Opryland Hotel promises to an experien~e ofa lifetime. F~om,fi'o;:se-drawn 
Kingwood First Baptist Church, 
Kingwood, Texas, is looking for 
a full-time youth pastor for stu
dents in grades 7-12 -and col
l_ege. Interested applicants 
should send resume to King
wood First Baptist Church} Attn. 
Student Ministry Search Com
mittee, 2303 Tree Lane, King
wood, TX 77339 or email to 
scam marata@kfbctx.org. 

· perience required, educaliOI 
ence helpful. Full-time sa 
benefits. Mail resume witt 
ence, education, and s*l 
ments to Pastor Paul Bert
Baptist Churd1, 1447 S 71'1 ! 

carriage rides to the "Treasures for the Holidays" art and antiques fa~ Nashville's 
Opcyland Hotel is a great place to start a new holiday tradition. Brignterthan ever 
is a totally new FantffiJyinlce tour presented by BeUSouth~ And. tllis is 0nly th~ 
beginning! You'll also ~njoy an unforgettable dinner and show aboa(d the General 
Jack.Jon Shmt•hoat. PlUB~ y~u'fl have afternoons to $.ightsee in the Na§:.h~tiBe area. 
You'll be inspired hy dynamie speakers and Bible study, uplifting m.~~c, and the 
wonderful food and £eftow~hip that's all part of Light Up .Blur Hdi9R11,J/. 
Come j'Oin us as we eelebrate the Savior's birthf ; ' · 
CaU 1.800.254.2022 to register. 

For more information, visit "'"'"'·lift•r'ay.comlec>mtJ. 

' 

•!•+++ 
Full-time youth pastor wanted. 
Pay and benefits commensurate 
with position. Send resume to 
Personnel Committee, c/o First 
Baptist Church, 302 North Mag
nolia St., Tompkinsville , KY 
42167. 

Vista, AZ 85635. 

MINISTRIES- EDtJCI 
Growing church seeks a ! 
trained minister of edl r.Siol 
see all aspects of Bille sb. 
pleship, and d1ildren's pog 
miliarity with FAITH prefel 
time with salary and~ 
sume with experience, 8t 
and salary requirements 
Paul Ber1<Jey, First Bapis 
1447 s 7th St., Sie"a ' 
85635. 
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-u wiped a tear when I was hurting. What 
I call you? You gave me a hug when I was 
. What is your name? You smiled at me 
I felt so bad about myself. Who are you? You 
kind words to me when not a sweet sound 

eard in all the wo:rld. What is your titl~? Yolll 
• 

hand as I struggled to let go. How shall I 
IJt()llll"fy you? When I was lonely, you listened. 

honor is given you? You stood in the shad
nd cheered as I succeeded in my dreams. 
I ne~d you, how shall I find you? Then a 
voiee of strength and love broke the silence 

........ ~ .. a~d said, "I am your friend." "A man 
l:ltfl~~as friends must show himself friendly: and 

a friend that sticketh closer than a broth-
lei.If lrover·bs 18:24). 

a friend is a small price to pay to have 
Jesus called His disciples His friends. A 

IT-"'• cannot be defined with simple -words- and 
_,_ ... ·~· It is more than logic and emotions, and 
•11 r~•uu years and experiences. Friend~hip is 
u.~!t::uinullatilon of everything good and every

raulea in another. To pu:t a cost on friend
ll't:>uld be to degrade it. Friends are those peo

know all about you and love you _anyway. 
...... M &"U in to stand with you in a storm and bat

wave ~s if it is their own. They become 
you stand on when human misfortune 
off at the knees. When trouble comes.- and 

Le flees, amidst the cloud of escaping multi
,here standing alone is a true friend. They 
correGt, and advise with no other purpose 
help you be better than you are. They be- -
you when you have long past given up on 

[ I~ a selfish world, a true friend puts the 
~ others above their own. 
tn reviewing the passing faces of every by

present acquaintance that one has ever 
frien<i, there is a single, unseen face that 

about th.e rest. It is the face of a friend 
us befo:re we were and gave Himself for 

who was forsaken by His friends, became 
rd who would_ never for~ake you. He _who 
~;rayed by a fnend, now 1s the true fnend 

in no wise cast us out. The Lamb of 
befriended an evil and cruel world was 

, condemned, and murdered by those he 
,.,, .. "'· is now the best friend a soul could ever 

next time you take a moment to count 
don't forget to put at the top of the 

r friends. Then remember your "best 
who gave His life that you might live. 
love hath no man than this, that a man 
his life for his friends" (John 15:13). 0-
pastor of Solomon's Temple Missionary 
urch, Kingsport. 

lust for today ---
=red Wood, retired pastor, Memphis 

·t with a Smile: Carl (calling a local 
~t): "I'd like to make a dinner reservation 
ght at 7 p.m." Clerk: "I am sorry, sir, but 
ne is completely filled. C<>uld I put you 
•r 6:30 instead?" Carl: "That will be fine." 
I will book you for that time, but I need to 
m. You will probably have to wait 30 min
e usually run about a half an hour late." 
~ this Truth: "I'll be back in 10 minutes. If 
back, wait 10 minutes more." 
torize this Scripture: "Be very careful, 
)W you live ... making the most of every op
ty."- Ephesians 5:15-16, NIV 
r this Prayer: Lord, help me to adjust my 
:>le and schedule with yours. 0 

. 

:Being faithful 
By Poly Rouse 

Focal Passage: Genesis 39:2-10, 
19-23 

Warren Wiersbe explains how 
. Joseph's mother was a beautiful 
woman, and no doubt the son inher
ited her features (29: 17). , Egyptian 
womel} were known for their un
faithfulness, but Joseph did not 
yield. God was testing Joseph, for if 
Joseph could not control himself as 
a servant, he could never control 
others as a ruler. He could have ar
gued, "Nobody will know!" or 
"Everybody else is doing it!" But, in
stead, he lived to please God and 
made it a point to make no provi
sion for the flesh (Romans 13:14). 
"Flee youthful lusts!'' Paul admon
ished (II Timothy 2:22) - and that 
is just what Joseph did. As the Puri
tan preacher said, Joseph lost his 

.coat, but he kept his character. Too 
many. people have failed in this dis
cipline, and God has had to put 
them on . the shelf (I Corinthians 
9:24-27; Proverbs 16:32; 25:28). 

Joseph also recognized his re
sponsibility as he refused the ad
vances of Potiphar's wife. We must 
realize that political or business ex
pediency never justifies sinful ac
tion. Individuals are responsible for 

' 
their own acts of sin and must ac-
cept the responsibility or refrain 
ft::om sin. To refrain from sin does 
not guarantee immediate success in 
earthly ventures. It may lead to 
greater hardship, as in Joseph's 
case. You may lose that job promo-

tion or the job period, but we must 
~ettle in our hearts what really mat
ters before temptation comes our 
way. The adversary is "crafty" (Gen
esis 3:1); in fact he is the craftiest of 
all that God had made. The word 
crafty doesn't mean evil or wicked. 
It means to have wisdom and 
knowledge and to use it in an inno
cent way in order to hide the truth 
from us. The adversary knows our 
weaknesses and he attacks those 
\Veaknesses full . of wis dom and 
craftiness. If we are not careful we 
won't even see it coming. That's why 
staying in the Word, full of the Holy 
Spirit, and surrounded by Godly be
lievers is so important. Eve didn't 
see it coming in Genesis 3 but 
maybe if she would have had some 
Godly counsel sh e would have been 
able to see the spiritual attack and 
it's consequences. . 

Thomas Watson has said, an up
right Christian will not allow him
self in any known sin; he dares not 
touch the forbidden fruit. Genesis 
39:9. "How then can I do this great · 
wickedness, and sin against God?" 
Though it is a complexion-sin, he 
disinherits it. There is no man that 
is inclined more to one sin than an
other; as in the body there is one 
humor predominant, or as in the 
hive there is one master-bee; so in 
the heart there is one master-sin; 
there is one sin whi£h is not only 
near to a man as the garment, but 
dear to him as the right eye. This is 
·Satan's fort-r9yal, all his strength -
lies here; and though we beat down · 

Practic'ing your faith 
By Dan.ny Sinquefield CJames suggests that the proof is in 

· · the practice. 
Focal Passage: James 2:14-26 
You may have read the sign in 

front of The Shallow Baptist 
Church.: "Home of the 7.5 percent 
tithe, 12-minute sermons, and 25 
percent fewer commitments. We 
have only 8 commandments -
your choice. Everything you have 
ever wanted in a church - and 
less!" 

That might be funny if it were 
not so near the truth. In an effort to 
market the modern church, we hav-e 
diluted our definition of genuine 
commitment to Christ. Not so ,with 
pastor James. He reminds us that 
God expects more than words when 
it comes to worship. God is not so 
concerned with how we say it, but 
rather, how we show it. Our faith in 
Christ must be practiced in real life 
- not just paraded on Sundays. 
What we do reveals who we really 
are. 

A faith that makes no difference 
in the way we live is not real saving 
faith. There is a vital connection be
tween our profession and our prac- · 
tice. These verses shed light on this 
subject with amazing clarity for 
modern times. 

A worthless confession (v. 14) 
The possibility exists for a person 

to make a religious confession with 
their mouth and not really possess 
living, saving faith. True Christiani
ty is a matter of the heart. It shows 
up, however, in our attitudes and 
our actions. Anything less i s a 
worthless confession. You might 
also call it a "workless" confession. 

~ There is no biblical <;ontradiction 
at this point. We are saved by faith 
alone in Christ alone according to 
the Word of God. Paul and James 
are not in conflict. The difference is 
context. Paul's teaching related to 
being saved by faith refers to our 
life before salvation. James is point
ing to our life after salvation. There 
is incredible continuity between the 
two. 

A Useless Compassion 
(vv. 15-17) 

James maKes his point by paint
ing a graphic word picture. The il
lustration probably really happened 

- and it still does. 
Thi.s is a story 
about another be
liever who is needy 
and nothing is 
done beyond a pat 
on the back and a 
word of blessing. 

It happens in 
SINQUEFIELD our churches every 

Sunday. Sincere 
prayer requests 

are shared and fellow members 
shake our heads and close our 
hearts. Rather than rally to the 
point of need, we feign concern. 
That, by definition, is dead and use
less compassion. · 
A fruitless conviction (vv.18-20) 

Jame_s presents another scenario 
to strengthen his argument. He sets 
up an imaginary conversation be
tween a person with real, living 
faith and one whose faith is shallow 
and fruitless. The point is made· that 

Sundoy School lesson 
Family Bible Series 

Aug. lO 

his out-works; gross sin , yet if we 
let him hold this fort of complex
ion-sin, it is as much as he desires. 
The adversary can hold a man as 
fast by this one link, as by a whole 
chain of vices. The fowler has th e 
bird fast enough by one wing. Now, 
an upright Christ
ian will not indulge 
himself in this 
complexion - sin: 
"I was _upright be
fore him, and kept 
myself from mine 
iniquity" (P salms 
18:23). 

An upright 
Christian takes the ROUSE 
sacrjficing knife of 
mortification, and runs it through 
his dearest sin. Remember how 
Herod did many things, but there 
was one sin so dear to him, that he 
would sooner behead the prophet, 
than behead that sin - incest. An 
upright heart is not only angry 
about sin, but hates sin; and if he 
sees this serpent creeping into his 
bosom, the nearer it is the more he 
hates it. 

Be faithful beloved as you serve 
the Lord and follow His ieadership 
in yo\rr life. 0 - Rouse is pastor of 
Hermitage Hills Baptist Church, Her
mitage. 

-Sunday School Lesson 
Explore the Bi&le 

Aug. JO 

no matter how well articulated our 
fait h may be, it is not real if it has 
no fruit to show for it. 

Even a frrm belief in one God is 
no sure sign of salvation. Plenty of 
demons share that conviction. 
James proclaims that th e only true 
test of genuine faith is a trans
formed life. Jesus also shared this 
teaching when He said, "And why 
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say?" (see Luke 
6:46). 

A timeless confirmation 
(vv. 21-26) 

James punctuates his point with 
a powerful word of confirmation. Us
ing the Old Testament examples of 
Abraham and Rahab (don't miss the 
dynamic contrast), h e shines the 
light upon faith that shows up in ac
tion. Real faith works. That is true 
for a patriarch like Abraham or a 
prostitute like Rahab. 

If we are ever going to impact our 
world for Christ, they must see our 
faith in practice. Words are power
ful, but actions speak so much loud
er. The old hymn writer, B.B. McK
inney, said it well: 

"Then live for Christ both day 
and night, 

Be faithful, be brave and true, 
And lead the lost to life and light; 
~t others see J esus in you." a-

Sinquefield is pastor of Faith Baptist 
Church, Bartlett. 
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L aders 
+ Buffat Heights Baptist 

Church, Knoxville, has ca1led 
Dave Miller as minister of 
youth. 

+ Krey Flanary has been 
called by Higher Ground Bap
tis t Church, Kings port , as 
minister of students. 

+ Rock Hil1 Baptist 
Church, Lexington . recently 
called David Buffaloe as pas
tor. 

+ Randy Wilder is t he 
new music director at Midway 
Baptist Church, Cookeville. 

• 

+ Jeff Foster has been 
called as pastor of Swa:o.n's 
Chapel Baptist Church, Dan
dridge. 

PASTOR RICKY SCOTT, ProsperityBaptist Church, Auburntown, 
stands with Eva Leslie, member, who completed this painting 
while Scott preached recently on "I Love the Church Sunday." The 

• 
congregation also watched a potter, Louis Snyder of Murfrees-

+ Piedmont Baptist 
Church, Dandridge, has called 
Marshall Knight as pastor. 

+ 0. Wyndell Jones, re
tired executive director of the 
Baptis t Convention of Iowa 

boro, form a piece of pottery on "The Potter and the Clay Day" 
during a sermon. The two special worship services were a part of 
a recent month-long emphasis at th.e c_hurch. Leslie presented the 
painting to the church. 

JONES 

and his wife, 
Audie, have 
relocated to 
Franklin. The 
J oneses were 
in Iowa for 18 
years. He 
served as a 
pastor in Mis-. . . 
SIS' Slppl, 

Louisiana, 
Tennessee 

(First Baptist Church, Tren
ton), and Alabama before serv
ing on the staff of the Alabama 
Baptist Convention and then 
Iowa convention. Jones is 
available for supply preaching, 
interim pastorates, missions 
emphases, or Bible studies. He 
can be contacted at (~15) 791-
8641. 

+ Central Baptist Church, · 
Spring City, has called Danny 

C. Carter of Maryville as pastor. 
+ Vollie Gibbs is 'the new 

pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Fountain City. 

+James Alvin Tallant 
began serving Aug. 3 as pastor 
of Springview· Baptist Church, 
Mary\rille .. 

+ Viola Baptist Ch.urch, Co
lumbia , has called Scott 
Frakes as pastor. 

+ Jim Day, pastor of Lyle 
Lane Baptist Church,, Nash
ville, for the past seven years, 
has resigned and is available 
for interim pastorates or pulpit 
supply. He can be reached at 

. (615) 399-7687. 

Churches 
+ Westwood Baptist 

Church, Manchester, will 

Baptist and 'Reflector Day 
is Sunday, Aug. I 7 

Churches across Tennessee are encouraged to observe 
Baptist and Reflector Day on Sunday, Aug. 17. Many Ten

nessee .Baptists do not know they have access to a state paper 

which informs them of what is happening in Baptist life, not 

only in Tennessee, but across the Southern Baptist Conven
tion ·and even the world. 

Churches can order FREE copies of the Aug. 13 issue of 
the Baptist and Reflector for each member. Complete the 

form below and return it by Aug. 8 to and fax· to: (615) 371-

2080 or email your request to sedwards@tnbaptist.org . 

••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••••• ••• ••• 
Name of Church: 

------------------~--------~-

Street Address 
----------------------------~---

conduct ~· homecoming revival 
Aug. 10-13 with former pastor 
Earl Cairns as guest evange
list. Lloyd Smith of Winchester 
will lead the music. Worship 
times are 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
on Sunday and 7 p.m. during 
the week. 

+ Ha~mony Baptis't 
Church, Adams, will cele
brate its 168th anniversary on 
Aug. 10. ·Pastor Barry Smith 
will bring the message. A 
gospel group, '~Called By Love" 
wiB sing. The service will be 

r held from 9-11 ~.m., followed 
by lunch. For more informa
tion, call (931) 358-3746. 

+ Gospel group "Und er 
Grace" will sing at- 7 p.m. on 
Aug. 30 at Halls Westside 
Baptist Church, Halls. For 
more info~mation, call Kirby 
Ogden at (731)' 286-2179 after 
5:30p.m. 

TenneScene 

INGLEWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH, Nashville. recently toe 
member team to Carter Lake, Iowa. Under the direetion of 
Smith the team did construction work, including th.e 
a new ceiling and lights, at First Baptist Church. Carter La, 
team also conducted a Backyard Bible Club. Pictured, trr 
standing, are Daniel Wiginton, Lynn Holloway, and Wayne 
seated, top step, Brandy Gregory, Judy Smith. Daniel Me 

• 
and Chance Urbach; front step, Brett Poe and Jan Poe. ~ 
tured was Marie-Parrish. 

+ Evangelist Phil Glisson 
will preach Aug. 17 at First 
Baptist Church, Milan, as 
part of their "Awesome Au
gust" emphasi~. 

+ Royce Baptist Church, 
Oak Ridge, will hold revival 
services Aug. 10-13 with guest 
evangelist Morris Anderson of 
Maryville. 

Chattanooga. Speci&\ ij t~t 
classes on a variety of 
will be presented. Regia 
is at 8:30 a.m. Bring 
lunch. Dessert and drir 
provided. Registration fe 
$5 on day of conference. 

Associatio1 
+ First Baptist Church, · 

Paris, will hold revival ser-. . •. Nas~ville Baptis 
vices Aug. 10-13 with guest Ciabon w1ll hold an Invl 
evangelist Jim Futral, execu- _ aJ;. Golf Tournament: T• 
tive director-treasurer of the . 'ton, Sqa;nble on Tuesdi 
Mississippi Baptist .-Coaven- ~6, affal~e , Creek Golf 
tion. Paul Clark Jr. , worship - l~ ~t. Juhet. The shotg' 
and music evangelist for the l5egtns at 8 a.m. and th1 , 
Tennessee Baptist ConventiOQ; ·~~ ~layer. There WI 
will setv.e as music evangelisf open ~Tit as well as t11 

persons 50 and over and 
+ A WMU Church. Leader- over. The event is sporu 

ship Conference, sponsored by Life Way Christian Re§ 
Hamilton County and Se- For more information o 
quatchie Valley Baptist Associ- ter the tournament, conl 
ations, will be held Aug. 16, Williamson at (615) 86 
from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Brain- Deadline for entry fees 
erd Hills Baptist Church, 15. 

Ordered by -----------------------------'----

Title 

Phone number 
--------------------~-------

Number of Copies ____ --=-------------

BRAVING THREATENING ra;n, members of Victory Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet. recently mf 
33-acre site of their new building for a groundbreaking ceremony. More than 400 people ans1 
service led by Pastor Chuqk Groover, center, who is surrounded by members of the building 
tee. A tent meeting was held on the site, followed by dinner on the grounds. It will be the first 
for Victory Baptist Church The estimated cost of the new facility will be $5 mil/ton and fe 
multi-purpose, first phase structure with a seating capacUy of BOO as well as classrooms for 
School and administrative offices. The church has shown consistent growth during 1ts fn 
years of ministry. Two families joined on the morning of the groundbreaktng 


