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. Ius first-time decisions recorded 
I Tennessee volunteers find r 

1·God is at Rio' 
arcia Knox 
~ t and Reflector 

ENTWOOD - The 163 
•• essee Baptist volunteers, 
- erved Aug. 4-12 in Simul

s Revivals in Rio de 
ro, Brazil. feel that God 

work. They cite not only 
rge numbers saved, but 

direct impact on their 
evidence. 
than 2,067 first-time 
were made for Christ 

·with 816 
ication s 
g 1.912 

visits 
number 

· e\ iva l s 
. cted by 

) d i s at 
BEARDEN 

bRio, and God is at work 
inessee," said Tim Bear-.. 
BC Missions Mobilization 

leader following his re
·.-om the evangelism effort 
zil. -
tis project affected the 

~lby association partners 

t" associ~tion in Namibia. 
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lives of people in Rio and the 
lives of the. Tennessee volun
teers who went. 

"We kne~ there were a lot of 
people at home praying for this. 
project, because it went well 
and God got the increase ," 
Bearden continued. "All of the 
volunteers including those who 
had gone on previous trips 
seemed to have received a 
blessing artd experienced some
thing new in Rio." 

"The trip went extremely 
well to Rio ," said Raymond 
Kendrick, a member of Bayside 
Baptist Church, Harrison, who 
along with his wife, Billie, went 
to Rio for the fourth time. The 
Kendricks are also volunteer 
missions veterans of Burkina 
Fa so. 

ur love missions; it's my 
heart," added Raymond Kend
rick. C(We went to Barros Filho 
Baptist Church, which is locat- · 
ed in a suburb of Rio, which had 
200 in attendance and around 
150.who were young people." 

''When I preached on disci
plining, I talked about our re
sponsibility to disciple other 

By Barbara Brake 
Baptist Press 

• I 

"On Saturday, we did VBS 
for one day. The children were 
divided in to age groups to do 
different project s," said Billie. 
"I served as a h elper with t he 
salvation bracelet s." 

-1 Billie Kendri ck also an-
i sw.ered questions fr om t he chil
.1 dren about America. "All chil

. 1
11 

dren are .the same everywh ere,'' 
she ~aid. 

! 
1 Also during VBS, Ken drick 
1 taught a parent ing skills class 
! tQ the children's par ents. 
I - "During the class, God told 
l m e n ot to .talk missi on s, but 
l that Christ gave his all in com

TERRY CAMPBELL, center, a member of Giles Creek Baptist 
Church. Smyrna, witnesses on the street in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. . . 

passion. Whenever we talk with 
someone, we must be willing to 
be compassionate a nd talk on 
t h eir level. We n eed to get in 
the dirt, in t h e water , or in the 
tree if that is wh ere t h ey are. He was among 163 Tennessee Baptist volunteers who participated 

in simultaneous revivals Aug. 4-12. 

people outside the cht,1rch." 
"Before I went to Rio , I 

prayed hard about two things. 
One was that God would give 
me six messages that were God 
called~ and He did. The sec_ond 
thing was that a multitude of 
people would be saved. But God 

e 

said don't pray about numbers, 
pray about being in t h e center 

· of God's wilL He said he would 
-do miracles; and He did." 

Barros Filbo Church aske.d 
the Kendricks to do five home 
visits each day for four days, and 
Kendrick preached every night . 

' We need to be sensitive to th e 
people around them and bel p 
them see Christ in !JS." 

For two hours Raymond let 
the par ents ask him questions, 
and he talked about -disciplin
ing childre~ a nd the ir role as 
parents. 
- See T e11nessee, page 11 

OLD IDCKORY - United States Army 
Maj. Tyler Fitzgerald did what any good 
soldier does when faced with an aggressive 
·enemy. He took the offensive. 

Caribbean country, but a s a Chris tian he 
couldn'~ shake the feeling of desperation he 
had for the physical and spiritual condition 
of Guyana's people. 

Guyana's HW/AIDS crisis is second to 
that of Haiti's in the Western Hemisphere. 
The government's attempt to combat the 
situation decidedly excluded any abstinence 
programs. Fitzgerald found that conclusion 

ternational depar tment. A solution was 
found that potentially could ch ange the fu
ture of Guyana much as Uganda's has 
been. True Love Waits has n o budget to 
send someone to a foreign country to t each. 
But the church where True Love Waits was 
pioneered more than a decade ago, Tulip 
Grove Baptist Church, Old Hickory, accept
ed a uniqae challenge: be pioneers again , 
this time in another culture. 

· Fitzgerald was about to finish his tour of 
duty as military liaison in Guyana, a small 

......... · L,;:.---

unacceptable and in March 
turned to the Internet. His 
search landed at True Love 
Waits, the faith-based absti
nence program produced by 

1 
Life Way Christian Resources 

i that encourages students to 
J be sexua lly a bstinent unt il · 

marriage . He'd heard of the 
' success True Love Waits was 

having in curbing HIV AIDS
related dea t h s in Africa . 
There h as been more than a 
30 percent decrease in Ugan
da alone in HIV AIDS in the 
10 year s True Love \Vaits 
h as been the officially recog
nized m ethod of com bat ing 
the epidemic. ALEC AND ALL YSON Cort of Tulip Grove Baptist Church 

Old Hickory. display True Love Waits training materials 
they used to te.ach the faith-based sexual abstinence pro
gram to leaders in Guyana. - Photo by Lonn;e Wilkey 

F itzgerald exchanged a 
flurry of emails "ith Ernest 
:McAnin ch of Life\Vay·s in-

"Tyler hoped government officials would 
use the True Love Waits model to promote 
abstinence,"' McAninch recalled. "When the 
group decided it would not adopt an absti
nence approach, Tyler did not give up. He 
offered to organize church leaders to pro
mote an abstinence-until-marriage move
ment and received commitments of support 
from B aptists. \Vesleyans . ~lethodist::.. 
Youth vtith a }fission, and the Full Gospel 
church."' 

"McAninch. a member at Tulip Gro'*'e . 
approached Ken Clayton. the church's pas
tot, "''ith th e challenge of helping. Clayton 
saw the opportunity for the church to :)Up

port overseas missions anc,i asked Al~c 
Cort, th e ch urch's current vouth minister, • 
to consider going to Guyana to teach True 
Love Waits to the coalition Fitzgeraid was 
building. 
- See TLW. page 4 
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" ...... ~ t .. _, • .., !.. Alabama judge 
remains steadfast £1Ciers cele••ate 50t~ anniversary 
Baptist Press 111itlt gift to Nasltville-•asecl minlstr 
MONTGOME~Y, Ala . -

Facing a federal court order 
and an approaching deadline, 
Alabama Chief Justice Roy 
Moore said Aug. 14 he will not 
order the Ten Commandments 
display removed from the ro
tunda of the state's judicial 
building and will appeal the _ 
case to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

U.S. District Judge Myron 
Thompson issued an order Aug. 
5 to have the 5,280-pound dis
play removed by Aug. 20, but 
Moore said in the news confer
ence that to do so would be 
eq~al to denying God. He said 
he would file an appeal with 

. the Supreme Court to halt 
Thompson's order. 

"I have no intention of re-, 
moving the monument of the 
Ten Commandments and the 
moral foundation of our law," 
Moore said. "To do so would in 
effect be a disestablisqnient of 
the justic~ system of this state. 

. This I cannot and will not do." 
Moore added that the "ques

tion is not whether I will move 
the monument. It is not a ques
tion of whether I will disobey or 
obey a court order." Rather, he 
said, the "real question is 
whether or not I will deny the · 
God that created us and en
dowed us with certain inalien-

. able rights and among these · 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness." · 

Giving a summary of his 
view of the relationship be- -

· tween church ~d state, Moore 
said that "separation of church 
and state never was meant to 
separate God from our govern
ment. It was never meant to 
separate God from. the law." 

Speaking about the _First 
Amendment's guarantee of · 
freed~m of religion, Moore said~ 

it is b~iilg ((taken from us by 
federal courts who misuse the 
First Amendment as a sword to 
take away our rights instead of 
as a shield to preserve them for 
us." 

Moore faces fines if the mon
ument is not removed. A rally 
in Montgomery was scheduled 
for Aug. 16 in s':lpport of Moore 
and the display . .0 

Union voices 
- . I 

'deep regret' over 
Episcopal vote 

For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE- Lloyd El
der, director of the Moench 
Center for Church Leadership 
at Belmont University, and his 
wife, Sue, will celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary 
Sept. 4 by making a contribu
tion toward the facility of a 
new Nashville ministry, the 
Downtown Ministry Center for 
Women. 

Founded by First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, the Down
town Ministry Center will be 
located on Eig~th Avenue 
South and will house Christian 
Women's Job Corps 
Nashville, The Next Door, of
fering transitional housing and 

12) was signed by representa
tives from across the universi-

. ty, including the chairman of 
the board of trustees · and vari
ous vice presidents, deans, and 
professors. Located in Jackson, 
Union is affiliated with the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

In the Aug. 11 ·letter, Dock-, 
ery referred to 
the Aug. 5 de
cision by the 
House of Bish
ops of the 

·' Episcopal 
Church to con
firm Gene 
Robinson _of · 
New Hamp- DOCKERY 
shire as the 
first openly practicing· homosex
ual as a bishop in the church. 

"The leadership of Union 
University has resolved not to 
let this moment pass without 
expressing deep regret over this 
decision to condone behavior 
clearly in oppo~ition to Holy 
Scripture, .while. at the same 
time calling Christians every
vrhere to unite in seeking God's 
guidance for wisdom, courage, 
and grace," Dockery wrote. 

"These are times that try the 
soul of Christ's chl1rc}::t," Dock
ery wrote, noting, "For nearly 
two millennia, the church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ worldwide 
has faithfully rejected the prac
tice of homosexual behavior ... 
bec~use [Christians] under
stood that 'the New Testament 
knows nothing of the blessing 
of homosexual unions much 

' less the ordination ~f persons to 
chur.ch ministry who indulge 
such sexual desires." 0 

Baptist Press 

-JACKSON - In a letter ad-- . When lights went 
dressed to Southern Baptist out, Baptists let 
leaders and lay leaders, Union 
University President David S. true 'fight' shine 

_ Dockery said the first week in 
Augus t 2003 will be remem- Baptist Press · 
bered as a pivotal moment in NEW YORK CITY - As a 
the direction of Christianity in blackout covered the Northeast 
America. in darkness Aug. t4, Baptists 

The letter (see copy of letter throughout the region tried to 
in paid advertisement on page shine the light of Christ. 

services to women coming out 
of prison, and others. The cen
ter also will partner with other 
community ministries commit
ted to helping women to build 
productive lifestyles. 

Elder, who also headed the 
Baptist Sunday School Board 
(now Life Way Christian Re
sources) from 1984-91, reflect
ed, "Sue and I have a long
term commitment to what 
First Baptist Church is doing 
in downtown Nashville. As we 
reach this anniversary mile
stone, we wanted to make this 
contribution in honor of our 
family and friends, fellow 
workers, and churches that 
have been part of our journey." 

The Elders were married 

Sept. 4, 1954 in Frisco, ' 
Elder, who has set 

pastor of seven Texas 
churches , praised his , 
her contributions to th( 
istry. 

"It has always been 
. effort, with Sue servin 

many ways: musician, t 
secretary, youth worke1 
ess , and always~ e 
ager." _ _ 

The Elders ha_.thl't 
dren: DonD:a Sue .Maas, 
mons, N.C.; Janet Lynnt 
(deceased); a nd Phil 
Nashville, along wit w • ._ 
grandchildren. 

'We are grateful to 
the Tennessee part of ou 
ney," Elder said. 0 

The blackout t hat affected ple had begun to go ho1 
an estimated 50 million people way. We just took an ass 
in majo·:r cities such as New of what needed to be d1 
York, Cleveland, and Toronto got some candles an< 
provided Christians in the re- lights." 
gion a unique opportunity for She explained that a 
ministry. team from Browncroft 

Baptists in New York City Church in Rochester, N 
handed out icy pops on the a t the association offit 
street to those walkin~ home. A the power went out, a 
minister in Cleveland used his w:ere able to minister. 
battery-powered· laptop to send In- the Toronto ar 
emails to church members, as- Jiackout was among tl 
suring them that services Sun- -gur~periences of 
·day would be }leld with or with- _·,ranter Chris Adams, , 
out power. And in Toronto, a m9ved there two weekt 

-.church planter r ecounted how from Broxton, Ga., w 
the blackout was p.ioving~·~d~&en First 
~neat way" to· remind Canadi- Church's pastor. 
ans of their n-eed for the gospel. Once the blackou 

Investigato~s studying the Adams told Baptist Pri 
cause of the blackout were still think this is going to bl 
searching for answers ear_ly way to remind peopl 
Aug. 15, a lthough signs were need for the gospel • 
pointing to northern Ohio as light it bri.ngs into 

.being the start ofthe failure. lives." 
"That's where the informa-

tion is starting to point," Ellen 
Vancko, a spokesweman for the 
North American Electric Rella-

. bility Council, told the Associ
ated Press. "It looks like that's 
where the collapse started." 

Local and federal officials, 
including President George W. 
B.ush , repeatedly said the inci
dent was not terror-related. . . 

Electricity wasn't . needed for 
Christian ministry. 

In New York City, Lisa Chil
so_n-Rose, director of volunteers 
at the Metropolitan New York 
Baptist Association, reported 
that everyone at the association-

-al office was fine and electricity 
had been restored Friday mom
mg. 

She said that when the pow
er first went off, people in the 
office thought something in the 
building had gone wrong. Then 
they looked out the window and 
saw people from other bus i
nesses gathering outside to de
termine what had happened. 

"We immediately got a bat
tery-powered radio and heard 
the whole city was out," Chilson
Rose told Baptist Press. "It was 
the end of the day, so most peo-

In Cleveland, the 
age provided Christi 
opportunities to 
through acts of 1\.llluu.,. 

Bob Mac}rey, pastor or 
rna Baptist Church 
ator of the Greater 
Baptist Association. 

Mackey lost power 
his church .and his 
ly after 4 p.m. Th1Ul'IC 
a.;m. Friday, the 
gained power and 
open its doors for 
area residents who -
out air conditioninl 
homes. 

"The ministry OPIKJ 
really were just people 
people as normal Chris 
directing traffic and I 

calm," Mackey said. • 
most people perceive t1 
temporary 24-hour dela; 

Mackey used his Ia 
email church membere. 

"We called our churc 
ly, and I sent an email 
started all of our phon• 
and encouraged every 
call everybody and cl 
everybody, make sur( 
body was OK," he said. 



II• 3 1 Blall I Aug. 20, 2003 ---- ---------------- e Q r 

~ssociation partners with association in Namibia 
:;onnie Davis 
:~tist and Reflector 

MEMPHIS Ronnie 
burn, director of missions, 
~lby Baptist Association, 

d here, served on a missions 
IIYI from his church, Faith 
tist Church, Bartlett, in 
ibia, Southwest Mrica, sev-
years ago. 
e was impressed by the 
s there. And he felt Ten

eans should be helping mis
aaries Don and Carol 
11-..,., .... w, who are from the 

or-r····- area. Don has ties to 
II'ClJ<> Haven Baptist Church, 
... ,.,,h'S, and was on the staff 

Lean Baptist Church, 
llPDti·s. Carol's parents live in 

Branch, Miss.· 
Wilburn led the associa

form a partnership with 
Baptist Association 

l tflJ~IUU :lU in 2001. 
cently, when Wil burn 
21 of 28 days out of the 

on two different conti- · 
, he wondered at his wis

he said facetiously. 
n served July 14-25 in 

bia supporting the Shel
vango Baptist Association 
ership and Aug. 4-12 in 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, support
ing the Tennessee/Rio Baptist 
Partnership. Wilburn was in Rio 
in his role as Tennessee Baptis t 
Convention president. 

He said he thought about not 
going to Rio because the effort 
was being supported by 163 Ten
nesseans. But he neyer thought 
about not going to Namibia. He 
knew he was needed there, he 
explained. 

Serving in Namibia 
A 16-member team from eight 

churches in the association 
served in Namibia in July. This 
was the third team from the as
sociation to serve in the country 
which borders South Africa , 
Botswana, and Angola. 

The team split up into three 
teams which traveled, to villages 
of the Ru.ndu people group. In 
the villages the Tennesseans 
showed the "Jesus" film to the 
people in their language, Luc
hazi. And Wil.burn and Brent 
Wales, team leader who is pal?
tor, Lakewood Baptist Church, 
Oakland, led a pastors' confer
ence. 

The team went to 13 villages. 
Those which had church build
ings were small- seating about 
50 people. But the team saw 

hundreds and thousands of 
Namibians come to watch the 
"Jesu s" film projected 'on big 
screens. The film was being 
shown in Luchazi for the first 
time. 

People would stand mesmer
ized for the two and a half hours 
of the film, said Bill Watters of 
Mullins Station Baptisf Church, 
Memphis, a businessman who 
was participating in his fiqt 
overseas missions trip. 

Americans watching the "Je
sus" movie nere might think "it 
moves kind of slow," ex·plained 
Watters. But the Namibians 
"were amazed at what they were 
watching," he described. 

An estimated 15,000-18,000 
people watched the film and the 
Tennesseans saw about 35Q peo
ple move toward the speaker 
from where they were standing 
or sitting to make public profes
s ions of faith. Many more 
Africans probably made deci
sions~ explained Wal·es. Because 
of their culture, they were told 
they could pray a prayer to be
come a Christian where they 
were. 

To minister to people prior to 
the film , team members ex
plained and-distributed "salva

tion bracelets" to chil
dren and youth. 
About 2,000 bracelets 
provided by Mullins 
Station Church were 
distributed. 

The team blew 
soap bubbles into the 
air, which seemed 
completely new to the 
children, and gave 
away bubble gum and 
new soccer balls. 
Many of the children 
only had badly dam-. / 

· aged balls to play 
with, said Watters. It 
was clear that they 
were thrilled to re
ceive a new ball, he 
observed. 

The team also 
played music and pro

~-'"""-------~-----------L-...-..~..:...-..........,..w._~~""-"'-"---"---"---'--"....;.....--"'..._..__.... . j ected images of the 
liT WALES, pastor, Lakewood Baptist Church, Oakland, explains the people. The people 

salvation using a salvation bracelet to some children in a village. were so amazed, said 
are in the background. Watters. They "may 

~ERS OF a Baptist church in a northern province of Namibta wave goodbye to the Tennesseans 
tere there in July. Their tribe or people group is Rundu. 

t • ~ ' • • • 
~ ... -; 
J ... • ..t 
.. t .. ·J 
~ .. t .. 

RONNIE WILBURN, right of center, director of missions, Shelby 
Baptist Association, looks at a photo album of work by the associ
ation in Namibia with pastors who have served in the country. 
They are, from left, David West, Faith Baptist Church, East, Mem
phis; Victor Miles, Tchulahoma Baptist Church, Memphis; and 
-Brent Wales, pastor, Lakewood Baptist Church, Oakland. Wilburn 
also is president of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

have never seen media of that 
type" or their own images so 
large, he explained. 

The villages are without elec
tricity or running water. The 
people live in circular huts made 
of blocks of mud and straw. 'rhe 
roofs of the huts · are straw or 
grass. 

"There's a lot of poverty," said 
David West, pastor, Faith Bap
tist Church, East, in Memphis. 
West served on the second ~sso
ciational team to Namibia. 

~e noted some of the Kavan
go people escaped a war in their 
native Angola about 20 years 
ago so those people still suffer · 
from being refugees. For exam
ple , about 40 percent of the 
adults are unemployed. West 
and Victor Miles, pastor, 'l'chula
homa Baptist Church, Memphis; 
and Greg Spears of the associa
tion staff led a pastors' confer
ence in 2002 for pastors of all 
evangelical denominations of the 
area. The expenses of the partic
ipants were provided by Baptist s 
to give Namibian Baptists credi
bility, explained West. 

He and Miles also had some 
good experiences because they 
are· African Americans. The 
Namibians were very open to 
them, they said. They had great 
experiences speaking in public 
schools. They could communi
cate well with the students, 

mo.st of whom speak English. 
And the principal encouraged 
the Americans to discuss the 
Christian faith. 

"That doesn 't happen here," 
noted Miles, who planned to re
turn to Namibia this July but 
had to cancel because of illness. 
Miles also has served in Zimbab
we and South Africa. 

Miles and West noted Bap
tists from the United States are 
needed in Namibia because peo
ple from other faiths have been 
there, influencing the people. 
People from Christian faiths and 
Jehovah's Witnesses have been 
there but few Ba pti sts have 
served there, said Miles. 

The team a l s o l earn e d 
Namibians who are Chris ti a n 
lack _resources to grow in their 
understanding of the fait h . The 
Tennesseans on the 2003 t eam 
found they had to be selective as 
they gave away Bibles they 
brought because so many people 
wanted them. One man walked 
to meet the American s, about 
half a mile, to a sk for one. The 
association is seeking tracts and 
Christian books and Bibles in 
English and Luchazi to send to 
Namibians and to take on future 
trips. 

The association plans to send 
several teams to Namibia next 
year and one team in 2004, sajd 
Wilburn. :.J 

RONNIE WILBURN, director of missions, Shelby Baptist Associa
tion, speaks to pastors of the Kavango Baptist Assoctation m 
Namibia with help from Don Minshew, missionary to Namibta. who 
translates for Wilburn. 
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Total surrender 
Christian believers- we are 

watching sin invade our lives, 
home, and nation in small doses 
and are s wallowing it like a 
dose of medicine. 

We are in a serious battle 
against the world, flesh, and the 
devil. Many have gone down in 
defeat and the battlefield is 
lined with casualties. Many are 
members of our precious fami
lies. The Word of God is being 
watered down and this genera
tion is losing Jesus. 

Recently, the election of a 
bishop (in the Episcopal 
Church) with a lifestyle that is 
totally against God's Word re
veals sin is tolerated in every 
area of the church. What a 
tragedy to our Lord Jesus' 
name. 

We must stand up for the 
Word of God and tell others the 
truth. We must take note that 
he "who thinks he stands take 
heed lest he fall" (I Corinthians 
10:12). 

The best medicine is a total 
surrender to Jesus Christ and 
the authority of His Word. 

Janice Scruggs 
Dandridge 37725 

Christian cowards 
Since tli.e Supreme Court r_ul

ing in the Texas sodomy case, I 
have felt extremely troubled 
and have come to the conclusion 
that we are living in such "trou
'bling times" because we have 
become a bunch of comprom~s
ing, cowardly Christians. · 

We have the power of the 
Holy Spirit within us and act 
like :lt's just a water pistol. And , 
now the Episcopal Church ac
cepted a homosexual bishop. If 
homosexuality is an abomina
tion to God, how can it be any
thing less to us? When are we 

. 

going to stop ignoring the Scrip
ture? · 

I can't believe that in my life
time we have gone from "1ook
ing down on divorce" to needing 
a constitutional amendment to 
specify that marriage is be
tween a man and a woman, as 
well as legislation to protect the 
unbom who are defenseless cre
ations of God! 

I 've heard a nationally
known pastor· say that the rea
son we don't "rejoice" in our 
churches is because we have al
lowed sin to come in. Instead of 
being salt and light (which I un
derstand means being different 
from "the world"), we have be
come like the world. 

Many of our problems are 
caused by deceit because we are 
"Bible illiterates" and I am one 
of them. ·The line is being drawn 
and I pray for bold pastors and 
leaders who will proclai:rp. the 
Word of God as it pertains to 
these is·sues, for we will-be ac
col.!ntable - individually and 
collectively - for our responses. 
· As John 8:32 reminds us, 
"Then you will know the · truth, 
and the truth will set you free" 
(Student Bible NIV). · 

. 

Louise Jenrhngs 
Kingsport 37660 

Appreciates paper 
I want to take this opportu

nity (Aug. 17 was Baptist and 
Reflector Day) to once again 
thank you and the staff of the 
paper for your ministry and ser
VIce. 

The B&R has been impor
tant to me since the beginning 
or my pastoral ministry. Now 
that I am a missionary reading 
the online version of the B&R is 
like a letter from an · old friend 
back home!· 

Please know there are many, 
like myself, that greatly appre-

ciate your efforts and support 
you m prayer. 

May our Lord continue to use 
you and the B&R to serve Ten
nessee Baptists for His glory for 
many years to come! 

Danny Rachel 
1MB missionary 

Middle America region 

For goodness sake 
It seems that a day does not 

go by that we do not hear of an
other example of reinterpreta
tion of what "good" is. The Epis
copal Church approves a new 
bishop that is divorced, has chil
dren, and has lived openly with 
a male partner for the past 13 
years. Within our own 
Nashville Baptist Association 
we have Glendale Baptist 
Church which· called an openly 
lesbian minister as associate 
pastor with responsibilities re
lated primarily to children and 
families. We tum on the televi
sion and even basically good 
shows seem to· have a need to 
"educate" us in what is "good" 
by. having .an openly gay or les
bian couple in the mix of the 
story . . 

The question that keeps ring-
. ing inside me is, "Is this good?" 

I hear the cries all around me 
that if I .am really a ((good" per
son I would be accept~g of all. 
The voices ·say, ('Isn't that the 
teachings of the Bible?" I hear 
the voices inummer that if I ~m 
not accepting I am ((intolerant" 
and intolerance is only a half 
step away from a hate crime. 'I 

l 
hear the clenched teeth growls 
saying, '~If not intolerant, at the 
least we must accuse you of be
ing against 'inclusiveness.' Part 
of me feels the corr;ectness of 

' these ac·cusations. Not ·being 
tolerant, not·wanting to include 

\ 

all, that -is just not "good." 
But when I look at the re-

0 

alignment of these tem1s I find 
I cannot be -good .. as the voices 
desire me to be good. Tolerance 
and inclusiveness have become 
the ends. AJl other issues are to 
be subordinated under the ends 
of tolerance and inclusiveness. 
This means that any standard, 
any belief, any morality that 
does not allow for the tolerance 
of all things and all people is 
deemed not "good." This means 
any standard, any belief, any 
morality that does not allow for 
the inclusion of all is deemed 
not "good." 

My conclusion is this; the 
only way for me to be "good" 
within the interpretation of the 
voices surrounding me is to 
have no standard, no beliefs, 
and no morality. For once I hold 
to anything as true, it may be 
intolerant to some and/or exclu
sive of ot!'ters: This l.s the defini
tion of "goodness"? Oh, for good
ness sake! 

Jim Cross, pastor 
First Baptist Church 

Donelson 37214 

Thanks -from Iowa 
I would like to thank the 

First Baptist Church of Martin 
for the wonderful and sacrificial 
service that they nave rendered 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, to our 
Jcommunity, and to ·our ·churc.h, 
the New Life Church of 
Knoxville, Iowa. I cannot tell 
you how much we appreciate 
and have benefited from their 
ex.emplary surrender to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, their consis
tent commitment to excellence 
,- in both word and deed, and 
their selfless sacrifice ip the 
name of jes.~ to o'ur communi-
ty and church. . · 

For three years now, Mithael 
Murray, minister of children 
and youth, has led a truly ex
ceptional group of young people 

r 

and adult:; here to pro\1d 1 
istry. encouragement, and p 
nersh1p to aur commumt\ 
church, and nlso t.Q m~ r~~ 
David tephan. mimster of 
sic. also has pro,"ided outst 
ing leadership on their last 
summer mission trips to 10,~ 

Iowa still is considered n 
neer state, with less than 
Southern Baptist churches ~ 
missions in the Y\hole state! 
as missionaries for the sakt 
the gospel , I cannot connn~ 
cate how very important the 
forts of Tennessee B~tists 
especially those from rae. M 
tin - have been ~~nti 
to be in assisting, atrfiiath1 

ing, and encouraginglliin f 
work for which the lArd his 1 
pointed us. Just knowing tt 
we are not alone is worth m< 
than you could know. 

Mark £. WilcOXSOII, ..... _. 
New Life Baptist 

Knoxville, 

Vital needs 
Having been fortunate 

have spent the majority of 
active pastorate in Tennes! 
and knowing the deep miaa 
commitment of Tennessee 8 
tists, I write with an urger 
about vital mission needs 
Moscow, Russia. 

. We recently returned fro11 
seven-week mission trip th 
Due to the serious shortag1 
operating. funds, our nu·s SlOIJ 

ies ¥.ed partner churches 
asseciat,-to continue -.. - ". 
al 'ftrvancement in that 
dark_ci:ty. 

Also, prayer warriors 
Jl~~ f~ach Moscow 
Pfayer 20·03 to be obser 
Sept. 20,.31. 

For more informationt 
me at (803) 321-0036 

' Ray&Judy 
Newberry, S.C. 

FLW training fincls_ responsiveness in Guyan~ ••• 
-Continued from page 1 

Cort h ad serious doubts. During his 
10 years of vocational youth work, he 
never felt an overseas calling. ~'My wife, 
Allyson, and I prayed about the trip and 
sought God's guidance and decided we 
would go," Cort said. 

Cort has taught Tru·e Love Waits to 
Tulip Grove's youth for four years. Clay
ton told the church Cort and his wife 
were prepared to go. The church's mem
bers responded by funding the April trip 
through a special offering. The Corts ar
rived in Guyana within six weeks of 
Fitzgerald's initial inquiry. 

Cambelville Baptist Church hosted 
the training that drew more than 150 
people of diverse backgrounds including 
public school and government officials, 
representatives of non-Christian non
govemment organizations and churches, 
and Christians from several denomina
tions. Cort found the schedule that 
Fitzgerald and Cambelville pastor 
Charles Van Dyke had developed to be 
quite ambitious. 

"I had planned on presenting two 90-
minute seminars each day for two days 
but saw I was scheduled to conduct two 
three-hour seminars both days," Cort 
said. "Tyler dismissed my concern , 
smiled, and said, 'You will do great!' " 

. 

There is a great deal of racial and po-
litical violence within the country as two 
fact~ons war for control of the republic of 
almost 700,000 people. There is an 
eclectic mix of Christians, Hindus, and 
Muslims that fosters a great deal of 
prejudice . Marxism is _prevalent, and 
few people own land. Good jobs ar~ hard 
to find. The poverty overwhelmed Cort 
as he found a people lacking hope. He 
learned that many people turn to s,ex 
searching for fulfillment. 

Cort used the Bible 
to ·define marriage 
and sex. The at
tentive audience 
asked dozens of 
questions and spoke 
openly of personal situa
tions. The clock was of little re-
gard. 

''I was amazed at how well we were 
received," Cort said. ''We later discovered 
that the Guyanese are a culture that is 
non-sensitive to time constraints. 'Histor
ically an agrarian society, the factory 
whistle has never industrialized them. 
There is littl~ movement due to the heat. 
Few own cars or can afford cab fare . 
Since there is very little to do in Guyana, 
the seminar was a major event." 

Attendance rose to nearly 300 by the 

end-of the first day. Cort realized from 
the questions being raised about sex 
that no one had ever taught about these 
particular issues. He saw people hungry 
for the knowledge they were receiving. 

"I had my doubts, but again God did 
His thing," Cort said. "At the end of the 
first day, young petty officer Jason Ben
jamin from the Guyana. Defense Force 
[GDF] stoed up te give his testimeny. 
The GDF is directed by the politiGal au-

thorities to h elp in HIV preven
tion. 

"Being a new be
liever, Benjamin 
wanted to 'attend 
the seminar but 

was unable to be
cause of his work assign-

ment. During the morning while 
the first session was taking place, his 

superior told him that his duty was 
changed. He was to attend the True 
Love Waits seminar, gathering informa~ 
tion and making notes. 

''The information he took back to his 
superiors has led the GDF to change its 
entire stance on 'safe sex.' Prior to the 
seminar it had supported condom distri
bution and safe sex programs. Now, be~ 
cause of officer Benjamin's report, it has 
adopted 'abstinence' as their primary 

promotion in the prevention of 
is good." 

The second day was devoted 
teach TLW to parents and 
Nearly all 300 people signed the 
·panying True Love Waits ami1t.Qi 
card, pledging to live according 
biblical model of sex and 
used that evening at the com 
baDdstand to publicly relay the 
of God's plan for marriage and 
the youth and their parents 
there. 

"It was a very special time,• 
said. "True Love Waits and biblic:al 
ues are taking root in Guyana. • 

Cort hopes to return to Guyana W 

a mission team from TuJip Grove to 
courage and assist pastors. or 
Protestant churches in the country, 
have paid pastors. 

"With help, the church has trelll 
dous potential to stand up and break 
cycle of sin and oppression," Cort ~ 

"The people are so hungry to 
about True Love Waits, and tbtJ 
hungrier still for more biblical troth. 
can give them resources, teach and a 
the people to serve beyond what the I 
tor is able to do, excite and enCOUI 
them and in so doing, re~establish II 
in their hearts." a 
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oing to college, The Commission, loHery, and ~ore 
~s Lord and Savior of their people to not only give to mis- and is just looking for addition- lived.· He was a pure hitte r 
hves. sions, .but helped people dis- al revenues? who played for the Boston Red 

onnie Wilkey, editor 

much has happened in 
few weeks that it has 

hard to comment on 
thing, so I thought I 
"catch up'' this week by a few thoughts on a 
of topics that have not 

~~''"""'c;,~,cu editorially up 
point. 
Going to college 
t week was particularly 

the Wilkey clan and I 
next few weeks will 
It for thousands of 

;::,;,o::;c Baptist families 
be seeing their chil

te college for the first 

would think it wouldn't 
ifficult. After all we 
ending them off to war 
ust college. In a sense, 
, we are sending them 

ar - a cultural and so
ar in which they will be 
·ded with ideas intend
onfuse and to entrap 

,t makes it tough for 
is that for nearly 18 

f life we have been able 
·'teet" our children as 
I . 
as humanly possible 

ese elements. Once 
· --...,.~~ to college, our abili'

tect" lessens greatly. 
consolation as Christ

ents is that we have 
our kids right from · 

a.nd that the most im
decision they will ever 
accepting Jesus Christ 

I ga~e Joanna, who will be cover the missionary calling in Consider t h e following Sox and is the last Major Lea-
attending North Greenville their own lives. which was printed in the Aug. guer to ever bat over .400 in a 
~ollege in South Carolina, four While The Commission will 4 issue of The Tennessean in season. Williams died last year 

eys to a successful first year still be published in some.kind an article entitled "Georgia and unfortunately, more peo
of college. Feel free to adapt as of on-line form on the Internet, may tighten rules to keep ple today are r em embering 
necessary for your- children. it won't be the same. HOPE afloat": him for what his family did to 
First, trust and obey God and State newspapers, including "A state analysis shows that him rather than for h is accom-
follow His direction. Two, keep the Baptist and Reflector, will by the year 2006 the lottery plishments on the field. 
grades up: Three (and this one have to "stand in the gap." The that funds both the HOPE . Two of Williams' ch ildren 
will vary with every child), B&R already focuses heavily scholarship program and a pre- had him frozen at death , evi
hustle and do your best on the on missions and will continue kindergarten program will fall dently in the hope that one day 
soccer field (or other school ac- to do so. $39 million short of the amount he could be "cured " a nd 
tivities). Fourth (but certainly The discontinuance of The needed. By the next year the brought back to life, or that his 
not last), call or email Dad Commission (which was· only gap will reach $221 million." DNA could be used to create a 
(and/or Mom·) every day. one of several cost-cutting And Tennessee officials are clone. Who knows exactly what 
Whether she obeys number moves by the IMB) is a re- even considering a partnership they were thinking? 
four remains yet to be seen, minder of how dependent we with Georgia? Something is A story last week detailed 
but as long as she does num- are as Southern B-aptists on wrong with this picture. how Williams' head was sev-
bers one and two on a consis- the Cooperative Program and · It's apparent the "hope" ered and frozen separately 
tent l;>asis, Mom and Dad will other special missions offer- promised by the Georgia from his body. In addition, 
be happy and proud. ings. HOPE scholarships is begin- some of his DNA samples are 

Final publication Last week we ran a series of ning to fade. We are going to "mi$sing." Can you imagine 
Last week I received the articles in the paper about have enough problems with anyone believing such a fan~a

last printed edition (at least tithing. If Southern Baptists· the lottery in Tennessee on our sy? It shows the absurdity of 
for the time being) of The Com- would give as the Bible teaches own. We don't need to partner misplaced priorities. As for me, 
mission magazine. The Com- and our churches would giye with Georgia or any other I want to make it plain that I 
-mission was the trademark accordingly through the Coop- state and take on their prob- - don't need my body or head 
publication of the Internation- erative Program, our· J'BO and lems as well. (not that anyone would want 
al Mission Boa:rd. It was a high SBC entities would not be fac- Tennesseans will find out it) frozen at my death. I will 
quality (and very expensive) ing the financial situations we soon enough that the hope!' have a new body in heaven 
magazine that provided in- have today. and promises made by lottery much better than the one that 
depth features on Southern Pray about your giving and proponents will be replaced by is beginning to fall apart down 
Baptist missionaries and mis- your church's giving through the reality that "there is no here. 
sion work. the Cooperative Program as we such thing as a free lunch." If people know Jesus Christ 

One feature that made The work together to make a differ- Let's hope and pray that the as L8rd and Savior they 
Commission stand head and ence for Jesus Christ not only · damage done to Tennessee wouldn't need to worry about 
shoulders over other Southern in Tennessee but also around famili~s will be kept to a mini- their "future." We are assured 
Baptist periodicals was its the world: . mum. of everlasting life and a home 
photo~aphy. The IMB has had The lottery a~d Georgia · Frozen heads with Jesus in heaven if we con-
some of the best photographers In the last few weeks there The next topic of conversa- fess our sins and accept Christ 
in the world OJl staff at one have been numerous articles tion would be humorous, if it into our hearts and lives. If we, 
time or another. At least two about .how Georgia would wei- wasn't such a sad example of as Christians, spread that 
former photographers were · come a partnership with the how far our society has sunk in message enough, hopefully 
nominated for Pulitzer Prize new Tennessee lottery. ·Has terms of misplaced values and people like the Williams' fami
awards at nationally-known anyone seriously given thought priorities. ly will not be duped into 
secular papers after they left to the simple question,-"Why?J' Most baseball fans ~now throwing away thousands of 
the IMB. Could it be the bottom line who Ted Williams was. He is dollars into an endless black 

The photos made missions is Georgia is not getting the ~ arguably one of the greatest hole of hopelessness and fool
come alive and helped entice lottery revenues anticipated baseball players who ever ishness. 0 

nts ltave role in ltelping cltildren adjust to scltool 
God to bless them a nd keep 
them safe. 

renr 
tks 

Carolyn R. Tomlin 

t time of year when 
1ells ring and children 
to the classroom. For 
.indergarten or first
tu(lents , making the 
on between home and 
:m be difficult. Parents 
role to play in helping 
smooth transition in 

cation setting. 
•ung children learn to 
:her adults and chil
crents develop a sense 
e by knowing their 
happy and in a safe 

n with loving. respon
ults. Forming a strong 
tween the school and 
elps the children and 
adjust to this stage in 

parents can help: 
this is your child's first 

year in school, prepare for this 
event. Children should be 
taught at home to be able to 
give their first and last name; 
their telephone number, name 
of parents, ~nd address. 

(2) , Talk about the exciting 
school da-y they ean expect. 
Check with other parents to 
find out morning and after
noon activities. For example, 
when will students have art, 
music. and physical education? 
Keep a large calendar and use 
symbols for non-readers for 
these days. 

(3 ) Call the school office and 
schedule a time to walk 
through the school building. 
Children who know where 
their room is located. the gym. 
cafeteria, and library feel more 
comfortable on that first day. 

( 4 ) Plan a special day to 
purchase school supplies and 
new cloth-es. Give choices when 
possible. For example , the 
child decides on a theme 
lunchbox or the choice between 
a red or green sweater. 

(5) Arrange for a playtime 

with another child who will be 
in your child's classroom. Be
ing able to recognize one famil
iar face is helpful in new situa
tions. 

(6) Use positive words to de
scribe your child's teacher and 
school. Expect a great year. 
Develop a good working rela
tionship be.tween the school 
and home. 

(7) Volunteer to be a "room 
parent" who can b~ called on 
short notice. If both parents 
work during school hours, 
check about night meetings 

you can attend or supplies you 
can send. 

(8 ) Be firm about saying 
"good-;bye" and that you will be 
together again in the after
noon. Perhaps a special after
school treat will make the sep
aration easier. 

(9)' Realize school is a new 
experience for young children. 
For many, it's the first time 
a way from home. Provide extra 
time after school for talking 
and listening. 

(10) Pray for your child dai
ly. Let your child h ear you ask 

We are r eminded of the 
verse in Luke 2:52, ~'And Jesus 
increased in wisdom a nd 
stature, and in favor with God 
and men" (NJV). Education is 
part of God's plan. for us. 

As parents, let u s make 
sure that we include learning 
about God as part of our chil
dren's education. 0 - Tomlin, 
from Jackson. writes for numer
ous Christian publications. Her 
husband. Matt , is pastor of 
Ward's Grove Baptist Church. 

P.B. Preacher's Hids by David Ayers 

I THINK I KNOW WHAi 
THE BIBlE MEANS. BY. 

~'LIFE IS A VAPOS't. t2 

---

YCXrRE JUST FIVE YEARS 
OU>. WHAT WOUU> YOV 

kNOW ABOUT IT , 

IT JVS"r S€£MS UKE L.ASi 
~ WfEK WE GOT OUT OF 
e SCHOOt.. WE TOOK A WEEK 

VACATION. AND NEXT 
WEeK SCHOOL STA~TS All 

OV-E~ AGAIN I 
_))----1 
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Strategies given to beat .I top 1 0.1 college temptation. 
Editor's Note: As the father of a new col
lege student, I found the following article in
teresting and helpful. It is reprinted with 
permission from Go! Magazine, a publica
tion of the North American Mission Board. I 
would encourage parents and grandpar
ents of college students to pass this article 
along to your loved ones. 

By Tamie Vervoorn 
Special to Baptist and Reflector 

ALPHARETTA, Ga.- The next chap
ter of life for college students might be 
the best yet: learning new things, mak
ing new friends, finding new freedom. 
But co1lege - whether Christian or secu
lar - also guarantees something else: 
new temptations. 

The September-October issue of Go! 
Magazine, the North American Mission 
Board's bimonthly magazine for students, 
offers strategies for dealing with ten of th~ 
most popular temptations - armed with 
the same Word of God used by Jesus when 
confronted by Satan in the Wilderness. 

Temptation 1 - Letting Your 
Relationship With God Sli~~ 

During your first months at college, 
you might feel overwhelmed with your' 
classes (this ain't high school, baby!) and 
all the ac~ivities goin g on around· you. 
You'll have sporting even ts to attend, 
roommates to get to know, midnight cof
fee (or ice -cream or taco) runs. It will be 
easy for God to get squeezed out of your 
schedule. 

Strategy: Make an Appointment -
College is definitely not tlie time to drift 
away from J esus. The key is to set aside 
tirne •each day to talk to God and dig into 
His Word. Stick to that appointment! 
Think of it as your most important class 
of the day - and pay attention to what 
your Teacher has to say. 

The Word: Matthew 22:37-38 - "Je
s~s replied: 'Love the Lord y_our God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. This is th~ first and 
greatest commandment .' "· 

Temptation 2 - Doubtj.ng 
Your Faith 

Too many Christian teens ride· into 
college on "th eir parents' faith. When 
challenged by intelligent a nd reasonable · 
sounding but unbelieving professors and 
students, they're more likely to shrug off 
their faith because they don't own it, or 
to harbor doubts without really looking 
for the answers. 

Strategy: Ask the Right Peopl e the 
Hard Questions - There are answers to 
the tough questions about what we be
lieve. Dig in for yourself. Get to know the 
specifics of you r faith. Ask wise ~nd 
trusted Christians about your doubts and 
questions before you go to college, if pos
sible. With their help, you will be able to 
boldly defend your faith when others 
challenge you. When you get to college, 
be sure to hook up with a solid local 
church where you can find community, 
biblical t eaching, wise counsel , and ac
countability. 

Tlie Word: I Peter 3:14-15- "But 
even if you s hould suffer for what is 
right, you are blessed. 'Do not fear what 
they fear; do not be frightened.' , · 

Temptation 3 -Buying Into the 
"No Moral Absolutes" Lie 

If you go to a secular university you 
will be told, in one way or another, that 
most world views, philosophies, and re
ligions are equally good. Nothing can 
be known for sure. "If it works for you , 
go for it!" Your profs and peers might 
try to make you feel silly about believ
ing that Jesus is t he only way to God. 
You might want to fudge your beliefs 

just a little to be accepted. · some men. It's natural to comp~re your- for the wisdom and :o.C'lf-control to t 
Strategy: Commit to. R epresenting self with others and feel like you don't down new opportunities whcm your p 

Christ to Your Campus- Don't be sw·- measure up - or to let stress mess with is already fulL 
prised that non-Christians don 't agree your eating habits. Some turn to the The \Vord : Prov('rbs 16:3 \ ee 

1 
with you. Turn it around and make your school cafeteria for comfort , while others James -1:7)- ··Commit to the Lord\\) 
campus your mi ssion fie ld! You 'll be turn away from it completely in an at- ever you do. and your plans ~ill ! 

amazed at how your own faith grows tempt to control something-in their lives. ceed." 0 
when you're loving a nd reaching out to These p atterns are unhealthy and can 
others. lead to more serious eating disorders and 

The Word: J ohn 14:6 (check out Acts to dangerous weight gain or loss. 
4:12· and th e rest of Acts, too) - "Jesus · Strategy: Capture Your Thoughts -
answered, 'I am the way and the truth Identify the lie that's making you think -
and the life. No one comes to the Father your body or the food you eat defines you . 
except through me.''' Think of that thought as a criminal run-

Temptation 4 - Giving In To ning around in your mind. Arrest it, put 
Promiscuity the handcuffs .on. it, and "take it dow n-

Dorm life, even on a Christian college town" to God - and to another p erson. 
campus, can mean three things: freedom, Your school or church should have coun
loneliness, a nd a lot more time with the selor s you can talk to for help with this 
opposite sex. That's n ot all bad, but it serious pr9blem. 
opens the door to sexual temptations. The Word: Psalm 139:1'4 (see also II 
Add to· that pressure from friends and Corinthians 10:5) - "I praise you be
the media to "get a boy/girl friend" or "get cau se I am fearfully ~nd wonderfully 
more physical," and this is ·a serious dan- made; your works are wonderful, I know 
ger zone. 

Strategy: Make a Plan New- Decide 
before you get to college how you will 
handle sexual t emptation. What are your 
limits? How committed are you to sexual 
purity? Remember that it's Go<;I's will for 
you not only to remain physically pure, 
but to guard your hec;trt as w.elL Learn 
how to develop Godly friend-ships with 
both guys and girls and have fun hang
ing out in groups. Limit the amount of 
time you're alon e in one-on-one s itua
tions. - even if you feel strongly about 
the other person. . 

The Word: I Corint hians 6:18-20 -
"Flee from sexual immorality. All othe_r 
sins a man commits are outside his body, 
but qe who sins se:?{ually sin s· ~ga1nst his 
own body. Do you riot know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who 
is in you, whom you have received from 
God? You are not your own; you were 
·bou,ght at a pr ice. Therefore honor God 
with your body." . 

Temptation -5- Par-Tay! 
It's Friday night , and a litt~e voice 

says, "College is your last chance (or 
maybe your first) ·to really party before 
entering the 'real world.' And besides, 
who's gonna get hurt if you drink a few 
beers, do a few drugs, look at pornogra
phy, or s leep wi th som eone here and 
there? Just have fun!" 

Strategy: Plan Faithful Fun - Find 
friends who want to have fun, but who 
want to honor God. Commit to account
ability with them. Be an initiator! Plan a 
party of your own that involves good. 
food, good music, good movies, etc., but 
leaves out the drugs, alcohol, and sexual 
immorality. 

Th e Word: I Corinthians 15:33 (see 
also Genesis 39) - · "Do not be misled: 

' 'Bad company corrupts good character.'" 
Temptation 6 - Fit In! 

Tolerance gets talked about a lot on 
college campuses these days, but ~t's 
amazing how out of it you can still feel if _ 
you stand out from everyone else. You 
might think about doing wrong or worth
less things you're not even interested in 
just to feel like part of a group. 

Strategy: Don't Fit In! - By the pow
er of the Holy Spirit, you can choose to be 
your own person . Find your sense of sig
nificance and self-worth in Christ. Again, 
surrounding yourself with solid Christian 
friends is a good way to fight the desire 
to fit in with the wrong crowd. 

The Word: Proverbs 29:25 - . "Fear of 
man will prove to be a snare; but whoev
er t rust in the Lord is kept safe." 

Temptation 7 -Body and 
Food Obsessions 

It's a huge issue for many women and 

that full well." 
Temptation 8 - Money Madness 

. Your first year of college_ will include 
lots of financi al freedom - even if yeu 
don't have a lot of cash. You might open a 
bank account or get a credit card for the 

· first time. It's way too easy to forget your 
limitations and lose controL All-it takes 
is igl).oring the bottom line in your check
book for a few days or hitting the limit on 
your card. 

Strategy: Make a Money Plan - Be
fore leaving for college, sit down with a · 
trusted adult and make a realistic bud
"get. It's also a great idea to decide before 
each year of school whether you're going 
to get any credit. cards and how much 
you're willing to charge on them or if 
they'll only "be used in an emergency. 
Giving to God through a church is anoth
er important 'habit to start (or _maintain). 
G:od cates about yout money, too. 

"""--·. The._Word: Matthew 6:19-.21 - "P:o
not store up 'for yourselve~ treasures on 
earth; ... But store up for yourselves trea

. sures in heaven ... For where your trea
sure is, there your heart will be also.'' 

Temptation 9 -Making 
College Idols 

Ma ny things at college can become 
idols - from intellectual .pride and per
fectionism to finding your identity in ath
letics and extra-curricular activities. ,It's 
tempting .... to devote all your time to your 
studies or a sport, but t he Lord desires 
your whole heart to be devoted to Him, 
even while you're committed _ to other 
pursuits. 

Strategy: Daily Worship - Stay con
sistent with an activity that has eternal 
value: your time alone with God. If you 
play the guitar, have a solo worship ses
sion, or turn on some . music and sing 
your heart out. God loves to hear a joyful 
noise directed· towards Him! 

The Word: Exodus 20:3 - "You shall · 
have no other gods before me." 

Temptation 10- Cheating and 
Giving Up 

Let's be honest: college is tough! The 
fear that you're not going to make it 
might tempt you to cheat or quit (both 
bad options). Each leads to- further mis
ery and, ultimately, to failure. The Ene
my wants you to believe that you can't 
succeed or that you can scrape by with 
only minimal effort. 

Strategy: Commit Everything to God 
and Don't Commit to Everything - If 
you have a problem with cheating or a 
fear of failure that tempts you to quit, 
find help! If you had issues like these in 
high school and you didn't re§olve them, 
they will only intensify in college. Ask 
God to help you rely on His strength and 

Baptist Press 

RIDGECREST, N.C.-
and constant activity, i 
have turned the American 
the American night mare, 
difficult for Christian famdtea 
spend time focusing on God. 

''We are t·aising our c;hildrea. til 
tivity theology," said Clara 
Brink, director of preschool 
at Peachtree -Corners B 
in ,Norcross, Ga., "and it is 
family." 

Parents must be given the akilla 
raisf! t h eir children as kingdom-( 
cused families, and it is the chun::~ 
responsibility to help, she told an 
couraging Kingdom Families11 ae 
during a Sunday School and op 
groups conference at LifeWay Ri 
crest Conference Center here. 
. A kingdom-focused fatl1i1y is one 
which parents put Christ at the ceu 
of their. lives and the family activi · 
Van Brink said. -

Challe~s ~o a godly family 1 
Van Brin~sai~ the many act" 
ties familiB"encounter daily. 

"Today1sAchildren suffer fwm ~\\T 
ic fatigue> and it can't be taken ca 

· H<~$ sleep. Teens 
u~ l.'e::~~:<i:tu~)t: they are tired all 

time, they. are living with 
cally fatigued a ad stressed par'entls.-, 

She said young children snc1u 
be re_quh·ed to participate in act1v 

40 hours a week. 
Van Brink offered various 

tions on ways parents could 
more time with their chi•'u''An. 
work toward becoming a ... J .. 1~ .. , 
cused family: 

(1) Sit together during 
one way or another , we have 
that family worship is not a 
and so we no longer worship 

(2) Set aside a day of rest. 
all just so uptight all the time. 
is no Sabbath anymore- no 
rest.'' 

(3) Make Sunday a d;~y t.hat 

fe:rent fro m other days. 
Lord's day. Make it special." 

( 4) Spend family nights 
"Set aside a night where 
family stays horne together. 
her when we all played board ldlll 

(5 ) Teach children to reaped 
thority. 

(6 ) Do not act as if they art 
child's best friend. "They are 
ent, the authority, not the best --.1 

(7) Stop thinking that it is 'I~ 
time, not quantity time that m"'! 
"There has got to be quantity W.. 

Van Brink said raising Oodi.J, 
sponsible children is a parent'tl 
but the church should otTer PNI*• 
that help give parents the toctW 
raising kingdom-focused familiel. 

"If our families don•t look aff1 
ferent than other families ia 
world, then why would I want tD t 
Christian and why would I W'df 
come to your church?" ~ 
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' 
Your source for information and promotion of upcoming 

events sponsored by the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
• 

. 

den Offering for Tennesse~ Missions 
of Prayer and Galden, Offering for Tennessee Missions (GOTM) will be observed September 7-14. The Offering goal is $1,620,000. 

Church staff and WMU leaders!!!! You should have received a packet of GOTM promotion mat~rials in ~he m~il in Juiy. To order 

for promoting the Week of Prayer and Golden Offering, cail tp.e TN WMU office at 800 .. 558.2090, extension 2038; or e-mail • 
Wales, rwales@tnbaptist.org. 

en Offering for Tennessee Missions Allocations 2003 . -
ian Regional Ministry Projects - $20,000 

is an intentional missions response to the sp_ir:itual an.d physical needs ~f persons in the· 
alachian region. It is supported by II state Baptist conventions. These funds make it possible for 

lessee Baptist~ to respond to a variety of ministry ~pportunities . 

Ministry Aid - $37,000 · 

holistic help available for ministers and their families who have experienced forced termination. 

~omen->s Job Corps - $10,000 
rc provides a Christian context in which women in need are equipped for life and employment. 
i s provide for the CW JC Advisory Board, training, and support for Tennessee sites; there are ll 
ational sites and others in various stages of development. 
~ontine Fund - $8'10,000 

•ides assistance in the intentional starting of hea lthy churches to help reach the 2.7 million. 
lurched persons residing in Tennessee. Allocations are determined by a Church Planting 

'ttee according to a process that includes a proposal, assessment, training, financial analysis, . . . 
partnerships, and flexible fi.mding. 

~~lttfl f! Support- $38,000 · 

'l""'=::<!!-->=--'="=""'-!...!..!.!o.==·· makes available persons with specific skills in identifying strategic-
feasible locations for new churches - $18,000 
•ches Planting Churches Network: composed of three to five churches with a facilitator who will 

them to multiply churches yearly; funds provide for coordinators, training, and_resources -
00 . 

i-housing Projects: provides for training of leaders and some sta~-up funds for ministries that 

ead to new church starts. More than one million TenQessee residents live in multi-housing and 
• 

I 0 percent atte11d church - $5,000 
Ministries with Special Groups - $7,.500 

funds available for special activities and training focused on international and ethnic.stude'nt 
Approximately 6,000 internationals are enrolled In Tennessee universities. 

~"'""' - $40,000 
of ctisaster, Tennessee Baptists respond to the physical and spiritual needs of victims. Funds 

"...," .. ' ' '" for communication, equipment maintenance and replacement, volunteer training, and spe
rojects . 

• elief Crisis Intervention - $81000 
!s trained regional crisis intervention team leaders available to provide immediate, effective, and 

ent response in a time of disaster. 

angua~:e Missions and Ministries- $41,000 
lations Camp: Assists in funding a camp experience for ethnic children and youth for the purpose 

angclism, discipleship, and fellowship - $ 15,000 
·ersational English: provides workshops to train volunteers in how to begin and_develop a min

among non-English speaking people - $6,000 
Ministry: provides communication and training for the deaf and hearing-impaired people in 

;}Ssee - S5.000 
tnk Leader-Ship D~velopment: Hispanics now number more than 300,000 in Tennessee. These 
: will assist in equipping pastors and church planters to be more effective in evangelism, ministry, 

hurdt st..uting in the Hispanic community - $5.000 
uage Church Leadership Development: provides a conference that includes fellowship: tr1:'ining, 

es in language resource~ and personal development - $10.000 

unseling Centers - $18,000 
ts \\ ith start-up funds for associations to establish centers that \viii make affordable, convenient, 

tian Cl1unseling available for indiYiduals and families. 

Mi"ions Education- $ 14,000 
tatl<'c for A.~ociational WMUs to develop innovative ways to help churches begin, expand. or 
~thl!n missions awareness and participation. Makes trained consultants and Connectors available. 

i Ri,·er Ministry Projects - $20,000 
~s::l>e is an integral part of a seven-state consortium. These funds pro,·ide project assistance in 

lRM regton of\\~'1 Tennessee targeting po\'erty-related issues. 

10d Ministry Scholarships - $55,000 
l9:;tcal EdUI:anon Assi::otan<:\!: pro' ides scholarships and materials to help equip church staff and 

.tders m as::-<Xiational ·emngs- ~15.000 
~ 

WMU Student Scholarships: provide assista~ce for college and seminary persons who choose mission 
service or missions education as a profession and meet established criteria - $40,000 

Nurture of Tennessee Missionaries and Families - $8,000 · 
Undergij'ds the Missionary Parents Fellowship; assists with ministries to Missionary Kids (MKs) and 
provides travel _assistance to attend the MK Reentry Retreat; provides small monetary gifts to retired 
1MB missionaries and college MK.s who are natives of Tennessee; provides fellowship and encourage
ment to all missionaries on state-side assignment or living in Tennessee. 

Restorative Justice Ministries - $13,000 
Makes resources available-to assist churches in developing restorative justice ministries. The purpose 
is to involve God's people in bringing healing, wholeness, and peace to victims, offenders, communi

ties, ana law enforcement and criminal justice professionals affected by crime. 

Special Friends Camps - $70,000 . 
Makes a Christian camping experience available for persons with developmental disabilities; provides 

encouragement ·to their families . 

Tennessee Student Summer Missions - $52,000 
Student Summer·Missio-ns: provides an orientation and assistance for summer missionaries assigned 

to Tennessee by the North American Mission Board and Baptist Collegiate Ministries - $24,000 
VBSNouth Camps Missions Teams: makes possible selection, training, and assistance to teams 

designed to assist smaller membership churches with Bible schools and camps- $28,000 . ' 
Tennessee Drug Awareness Council - $45,000 

Trains and makes Prevention Specialists available to speak in schools; provides other fonns of alco
hoVdrug education and prevention for churches, schools, youth groups, and civic organizations. 

Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions Promotion - $63,.500 
Provide~Jbe funds for planning, producing, and distributing resources for the Week of Prayer and 

Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions. 
Conference Center/Camps Capital Needs - $250,000 

Carson Springs and Linden Valley Conference Centers provide excellent facilities for the varied 
groups that utilize the retreat centers for spiritual development and renewal. This item will be funded 

last from this year 's offering. 

• 

Edi r's Corner 
Where did the summer go? In April, it seemed like summer would last a long time and 

folks could catch up on household chores, office filing, visiting grandparents and 

cousins, and plan a nice (deserved) vacation. Where did all the time go? The end of 

August is near and you are holding the September issue of Green Light. Your Tennessee 

Baptist Convention One Servant Family staff is involved in many events you may find 

of interest. Details about a number of events scheduled soon are inside this issue. 

A very important emphasis scheduled in September. and every September. is the 

Golden Offering for Tennessee Mjssions. The offering goal this year IS Sl.620,000. 

The list of allocations is printed elsewhere on this page. 

September is Baptist Foundation Month. Be sure to read the article about your 

Tennessee Baptist Foundation and how they can serve you and your fello\\ church 

members. 

Barbara Owen 
Green Light Editor 

• 

W ' 
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September 2003 Calendar 
1-30 Baptist Foundation lvfonth 

Labor Day 

I Ministry in Male Context, Shiloh Baptist Association, AdamsviJie 

4 - 5 Tennessee Baptist Mens Chorale Retreat 

5 - 6 Campus Presidents ' Council, Baptist Center, Brentwood 

6 Church Media Library fall C linic, First Baptist Church, Cleveland 

7 - 8 CONNECT Youth Evangelism Rally, First Baptist Church, Cookeville 

7 - 14 Week of Prayer and Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions 

' 

8 Eight Qualities of the Man God Uses, Jefferson County Baptist Association, · 

Jefferson City 

9 - 11 

11 - 13 

12 - 13 

l3 

Senior Adult Conference, ~irst _Baptist Church, Sevierville 

Hispanic Basic Training and Mentor Training, Baptist Center, BrentWood . 
. . . 

Single Adult Conference, Concord First Baptist Church, Knoi ville . 
Ministry in Male Context, Gap Creek Baptist Church, Arth~!f-

14 Commissioning Sunday for Teenage Missionaries on Schoot Campus, Statewide 

CONNECT Youth Evangelism Rally, Hllldale Baptist Church, Clarksville 14- 15 

15- 19 

16 
17-

19--20 

. 

One Servant Family W~rk fo~ TBC State, ~issionary Staff· . . 

Campus Prayer Wall< (or Parents and Teenagers, Sta_tewide -

See you at the Pole _ . 

Interfaith Eyangelism Associates Training, CarsonSprings -Ha,ptist Conference 

Center, Newport . -
. . . ::. ..... -- -.- : 

Special Educe1tion Surt;1mit, Bapt~st Center;· Brentwood · :~ '~ ,, .- ... __ .: 
+ .. - • • ~ 1: .···~' • . 

. 19 -21 Camp~rs on Mi'ssion Raliy_, Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Frankljn, · 
A. 

' 20 Church Media' Library Fall Clinic, Firsf Baptist Church, _Jackson --
Anti-Gambling S_unday .• 21 

. 41 - 22 

22 -26 ' 
CONNECT Youth Evangelism Rally,' Fi;st Bapti-st Churcl.1, Coiumbia 

l .~ ·~, 

Campers. o1~ Mission Ministry Wee~, 'r~lJlllissee Baptis_tC.hi~~rdn's Homes,~·-._ . ' ·'· .. 

26 - 27 

-26-27 

28-29 

Franklin -
~ . . 

Single Adult Conference; West Jacks<;m Baptist Churcli, Jackson 
' 

Prayet;' Retreat for W?m~n, Paris Landing_State Park, Buchanan • : 

CONNECT Yo,)lth Evangelism Rally, Kirby Woods Baptist;._Ch}Jr~h, MeinpJiis :_ ·· 
. . ' . 

-· • J • - ~· . t)/c 1;. ~~ .. • 

- · !,. 

' 

Appala~hian Regional ~inistcy Summit 
. - . ; 

· The Appalachian RegionarMinistry (ARM) Su1T1111it is scheduled 
Septemberl8-19 at Berea Baptist Church in Berea, Kentucky. 
The theme for this year's Surmnit is Synergy for Kingdom Growth 
in Appalachia. 

This ten-state, regional event will feature exhibits, missiori t;rip 
ideas, worship, and general-sessions with-testimonies from . vari
ous ministry·sites, etc. The goal of the 2003 Summit is to provide 
an opportunity for networking, partnerships, and learning that 
will result in greater ministry in the Appalachian Region. 

' . ' 

The Summit begins on Thursday, September 18, at 5:30p.m. with 
a M~ssions Yair, and will conclude on Friday evening following 
the worship service. 

Among the keynote speakers sc~eduled for the event are Toby 
Frost, NAMB Event Evangelism Manager; Larry Jvlartin, 
Kentucky Baptist Convention Director ·of" Missions Growth. 
Tea1n; and Jim Burton, NAMB Director of Volunteer . 
Mobilization. 

Registration fee is $15 per person and includes Lunch on Friday 
for whose who pre-register. Send fee, along with name"" address, 
phone nwnber, and e-mail address to: Appalachian Regional 
Ministry 2003 Summit, One Mission Way, Scott Depot. WV 
25560. 

If you have questions, contact Beverly Smothers, Missions 
Mobilization Group, at 800.5_58.2090, ext. 2044. Smothers may 
b~ e-tnailed at bsmothers@tnbaptist.org. The national ARM 
website may be viewed at www.arministry.org. 

• 

.-

• 

• 

UNLOCKING 
THE 
POTENTIAL 
OF YOUR. 

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

October 1 o .. tt 
Baptist Center, BrentWood 

' 

- ~ 

-

Sessions in~lude: Providing Training/or Teachers and Utili:ing 

an Evangelistic Training Process, Mike Harris; Setting High 

Standards /or Sunday School Workers, Tim Holcomb; Stressing 

the Importance of Pastoral Support, Yerlon Moore; 

Overcoming Space Limitations and Conducting Weekly 

Visitation, Rick McCormick; Practicing Open Enr.ollmerit and 

Discovering Prospects, John Shearron; Creating New Units and 

Organizing for Growth, Mark Miller 
-· 

' 

Begins 5:30P.M., Friday I Concludes I :00 P.M., Saturday 
-· 

Registration fee: $30' includes association ·membership, meals 
and conference materials. 

-
~or hotel iJ:l.formation, visit the We~ite .at: 

WW\V:tnbaptlst.o!g/cgd/sundayschooVtssd~~contact 
Mark Miller, Church Growth Strategies_ C roup, 

Jl • I - • 

at 80Q.5?8.2090, ext. 2048. 

WMU CHURCH LEADER TRAINING 
' 

Training f.oi'WMU leaders, leaders of.M~ss1on Ftjends, Girls in Action, Children in Action, 
Acteens, Youth on Mission, and Women on Mission is scheduled as follows: 

Association Date · Location 
Central Region 
• Wilson County ........... ...... September 6 ........ West Hills Baptist Church. Lebanon 

Concord 

Nartheast~l'n Region 
r 

• Holston, ...... ..................... September 13 ...... Colonial Heights Baptist Church, Kingsport 
Holston Valley, . 
Sullivan 

Northwestern Re&Pon 
• Carroll-B enton, .......... ..... TBA ................... . .TBA 

Western District 

Southwestern Re~ion 
• Big Hatcbie ...................... September 9 ........ First Baptist Church. Covington 

For more infonnation, contact your local WMU director. or Tennessese WM U office 
at 800.558.2090, extension 2038 . 
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worship 
teaching 

. missions experiences 
, break -out groups 

Guests: 
ris Rice, Franklin, TN and 

~-...... Matte, Bry~n, Texas 

. mg: 
Inn, Demonbreun Street 

ervations: 

615.255 .9977. ·Be sure to 
the FOCUS Conference 

• • 
more information, contact 

r local BCM director or call 
-;y Mw-phree, Baptist 
~eg1ate Ministries, at 
558.2090, extension 1993-. 

-Cultural Training is scheduled 
26-27 at the Cumberland Baptist 
office. The training is designed 

uip mission volunteers for cross.-cul-
ministry in strategic locations 

t .su ....... t the world. 

ights include: intemational travel tips; 
lical basis of missions; cultural 
surviv~l guides: language tips for 

-rue~ers; prayer, praise; mus ic~ and testi
. Those participating in the training 

j 

also feast on the sights, sounds, and 
of other countries. 

tration fee of $ 1 0 includes meals and 
ing materinls. Participants must regis
l least two week prior to the training 
by calling Heather Wilson. Missions 
ilization, at 800.558.2090. ext. 2061: 
mail her at hw11son(a tnbaptist.org. To 

• 
ter online: 
. mbaptist.org manu mission .. 

e' cnt is jointly sponsored by the 
ion Mobilil'ation Group. TBC, and 
1temational Mission Board. SBC. 

more infonnation. contact Heather 
)n or Kim Hutf at 800.55 ~.2090. ext. 

September is Foundation Month 
FOCUS: TBF 

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation offers strategic frnancial services to all Tenne~see Baptist churches 
and individuals. Among those services are: 

Investment management of funds for churches and associations (building funds, missions fimds, 
endowment funds, and other long-temi funds) 

. -
Trust fund management and administration (establishing charitable trust funds and memotial funds 

that ultimately benefit a Baptist cause, investing and managing those trust or memorial funds) 

Christian estate planning seminars (provided at no cost to Tennessee Baptist churches and groups) 

Christian estate planning services (offered at no cost to Tennessee Baptists who desire to benefit one or 

~ore Baptist causes through their estate plans - attorney services are required and the attorney's fee is 
payable by the client) 

Probate services (the Foundation offers_ to serve as fiduciary [i.e. executor] on behalf of the estates of 

Tennessee Baptists who have included one or more Baptist causes in their Wills and have named the . . 
Foundation as fiduciaty) 

Church building loans (fifteen-year loans offered at competitive rates and all interest paid by the .. . -
.borrowing institution goes to Baptist causes) 

Special projects grants (available to Tennessee Baptist churches and 'ministries initiating a new 

work and in need of assistance) 

Call the offices of the Tennessee Baptist Foundation at 615.37 1.2029 or 800.552.4644 when the Foundation can 

be of service to you and your ·congregation. 
.. 

. 
DATE 

ASSOCIATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

ASSOCIATION 1!..0CA'I1BN TIME 

"Septernber 4 ...... .. Beulah ......... ... " .... .. , ...... ... ..... . :Martin, FB(: ......... ......... ........ .... .. ,. ............ 7:00-9:00 R.m. 

Sep tember 4_ ...... East TN ......................... .......... Newpol1f,l ,incoln Ave BC ... -.................... 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

September 8 ........ Ma.dison-Chestcr-Crockett.. .. .. Jackson, ~nglewood BC .............. ............ 7:00-8:3,Q p.m . 
. 

September I I ...... Holston .................... " ........ ..... Unive~sityPrkwy BC, Johnson City ....... 7.:00-9:00 p.m . 

September I 3 ...... Concord .................................. Murfreesboro~ Northside BC ................... 9:00 - Noon 

September 22 ... , .. Nashville ............................... ~.Goodlett~ille, FBC ......... .......... : ........... ;. 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

September 22 ...... Nashville ................................. -F.rafildin, Clearview ................................. 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

' - S~ptember 29 ...... Chilllowee ............. : ................. Maryvlll~ Madison Avenue BC .............. 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

September 30 ...... Loudon .......................... .......... Lenoir City, Higbland Park BC ............... 6:45-9:00 p.m. . . 

For more information contact your lo_cal director of missions. 

For more information. contact Tennessee Woman~s Missionary Union. at 800.558.2090, extension 2038 or exten~ion 7920. 



Page 10 I B&R I Aug. 20, 2003 

2003 Church Library F a ll Cli n ics . 
You are encouraged to attend one of the Church Library Clinics sponsored by the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention this fall. The clinics are scheduled in four strategic 
·locations across our state. Emphasis will l:>e on providing quality training in library 
skills for church library workers while providing an opportunity for establishing group 
identity, networking, and fellowshiping with peers. 

The schedule for the day will begin-at 8:00 a.m. with registration and a continental 
breakfast. The day's activities will conclude qt 4:00 p.m. Schedule: 

September 6, First Baptist Church, Cleveland 
September 20, First Baptist Church, Jackson 
October 4, Brentwood Baptist Church, Btentwood 
Octobet· 18, First Baptist Church, Knoxville 

Conferences in classification and cataloging, preparation of media, computer 
training using the Concourse library management software (for beginning, inter
mediate and experienced users), ministering with limited resources, book repair, 
printed promotion and promotion activities, storytelling, selection of media, and 
Media Reviews will be offered. 

An on-site LifeWay Christian store will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Attendees will receive a 20% discount on items bought for circulation. 

Registration is requited 10 days ·in advance of the clinic you plan to attend. Register 
by one of the following methods: · call Stacy at 615.312.1993 or 800.558.2090, ext. ' 
1993; FAX completed registration form to Stacy at 615.371.2014; or, e-mail Stacy at 
smurphree@tnbaptist.org. Completed registration form may be mailed to Stacy 
Murphre~, Church Growth Strat~gies Group, TBC, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood~ TN 
37024-0728. You may also register online at http://www.tnbaptist.org/cgs/churchme
dialibrary.htm 

Conference fee, if pre-regis!ering, is $25 per person. Registration ·at the door is $30. 
/ 

Fot more information, contact Jan Moye, Church Library Consultant, at-615.781.8921 
or 615.804.1540; or e-mail Moye atjmoye@tnbaptist.org. 

INTERFAITH EVANGELISM ASSOCIATE TRAINI G 

The Interfaith Evangelism Associate Training L ~ch~duled Sept"'mber 
19-20 at CarsonSprings Conference Center. The empha~i · lt)r the "on
ference will be "Opening Doors to Jehovah ·s \Vitnc ~s.'' 

Dr. Tal Davis, NAMB Interfaith Evangelism Manager and Sp_ccialist l)ll 

Sects, Cults, and New Religious Movements, will be leading the confer 
ence. The focus of his discussion will be on what Jehovah's \Vitn~. scs 
believe and how we can better witness to them. 

The Training begins on Friday at 6 p.m. and concludes on Satnratly at 
· 3:00 p.m. The cost of the workshop is $15.00. Regi tration d~adlinc is 1 

September 12. Your gifts through the Cooperative Program will cover 
the cost of materials and meals while at the conference. 

If you have questions or need more infonnation, contact Tim. Hill or 
Ilka Marks, Evangelism Strategies, at 800.558.2090, extension 7916. 

, 
Campers on Mission Fall Rally 

· . and -
Campers on Mission Work Week 

...-·-- ·---~- -- ...... 

·-

The Campers on Mission Rally will be held 

September 19-21 at the Tennessee Baptist 

Children's Home in fpinklin. 
' ·:,t"" -

During the rally, the;.ouP'\:111 enjoy worshi 
fellowship, business sessions, and work proj' 

reports. 

Campt(rs on Mission Work Week is schedule 

immediately following the Rally, September 22-26, also at TBCH campu 

in Franklin. Work Week will feature light construction and refurbishing 

' TBCH campus. Campers should bring their own tools. Rigs will be park~ 

at cottages on TBCH campus. 
. 

For more information; contact Campe~s on Mission president and treasu 

Sonny and Irene Guest at 615.758.7213~ or Beverly Smothers, Missions 

Mobilization Group, at 800.558.2090, extension 2044. 

(7£1 CCNVIEL I Youth Evangelism Rally 
CONNECT is a two-night evangelistic youth event empowering teenagers to bring a friend to hear the life-changing 
gospel of Jesus Christ. , 

The keynote speaker at the event-will be either Tony Nolan, TNT Ministries, Inc., Woodstock, Georgia, or Brent Gambrel, . 
Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville. (See schedule below as to who is speaking at specific locations.) 

September 7-8 ........ : ........... First .Baptist Church, Cookeville (Tony) 
September 14-15 ................ Hilldale Baptist Church, Clarksvi lle (Brent) 
September 21-22 ................ First Baptist Church, CoJumbia (Brent) 
September 28-29 .................. Kirby Woods Baptist Church, Memphis (Tony) 
October 5-6 .................. · ....... Obion Fairgrounds, Martin/Union City _(Tony) 
October 12-13 ..................... Location TBA, Knoxville (Tony) 
October 19-20 ...................... Concord Baptist Church, Chattanooga (Tony) 
October 26-27 ..................... .Tri-Cities Baptist Church, Gray (Tony) 
November 8 ......................... Park Avenue Baptist Church, Nashville (Tony) 

The events are FREE and open to everyone. It is not necessary to pre-register. 

For more infonnation. call the Evangelism Strategies Group at 800.558.2090, ext. 2077, 
or you may e-mail Kent Shingleton at kshingleton@tnbaptist.org. 

2003 BIVOCATIONAL 
WORSHIP CONFERENCE 

September 20 
Gladeville Baptist Church 

Gladeville 

There is no charge for the event; ho~cvc 
registration is necessary to assist in m~ 
preparations. Register for the event near ) u 
by contacting Ray Gilder or Joy Clay-Corb: 
Leadership Development Group. 1 

800.558.2090, extension 2018. E-matl Corb 
at jclaycorby@tnbaptist.org. or Gildl!r · 
rgilder@tnbaptist.org. 
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nnessee volunteers find 'God is at work in Rio' ••• :ontinued from page 1 
"he Kendricks also attended 
firl)t service of a new mission 
rch that Barros Filho 

' rch had started that Friday 
t on a rooftop with at least 
people present. Raymond 
ched the message on evan

, ing the neighbors. 
,.B. Morrow, an 88-year-old 

IIA:'"'' veteran and the oldest 
on the mission assign

t, worked at the Parque 
el Mission Church, which 
ocated in a slum area. 
be whole street. was a 
"srud Morrow, who was or

at the age of 75 and is a 
of First Baptist Church 

H!st;on. "I did home visi ts 
breaet:J ed two. times at the 
h. I also gave testimonies 

have a great n eed in 
rch. A spiritual need, 

se the church needs the 
and all t he peeple need 

rrow said his team wit
p 10 decisions during the 
ly morning service and 12 
ons during the home vis:. 

on't go places until I be
the Lord is leading me 
go. I've done 34 U.S. mis

!ssignments and 32 over
:lcluding Burkina Faso." 
cy Fesler, pastor of Indian 

Memorial Ba~tist 
"1, Smithville, worked at a 
urch~ Jardim Maravilha 

Church in a poor suburb of Rio. 
"The church is 8-months-old 

' averages around 40, and meets 
in a rented building," said Fes
ler. 

"Thursday through Saturday 
we did home services where 4-12 
church deacons and laymen fol
lowed me around on the visits. 
These people had never been out 
on evangelism. 

"I would talk about how sin 
began, and the church members 
would ask the translator to ask 
me questions. They couldn't un
derstand how I was able to pre
sent the message and k:uow 
what to say in different visit cir
cum stances. The translator , 
Hazel Collins, an IMB mission
ary from San ~aulo, Brazil, told 
the church members the H oly 
Spirit was directing me in my 
presentation." 

Fesler shared about one 
meaningful home visit. He met a 
16-year-old girl who was preg
nant and not married. She was· 
being shunned by everyone, be 
related. 

"I told her about .Jesus, and 
she rejected Him," Fesler said. 
But the story did not end there. 
The girl followed Fesler to an
other home and when he pr~
sented t he gospel there, the 
pregnant girl and two other peo
ple made professions of faith , he · 
shared. 

Gene Pryor, a 70-year-= old 
member of We~f Main Baptist 
Church , Alexandria, worked at 

Heredia de Sa Euajudei Baptist 
Church, which was a 30-member 
church in a poor neighborhood. 
Pryor gave his testimony on the 
streets and during three revival 
services held over the weekend. 
He also did home visits. 

"We went to an abandoned 
factory where people had built 
their little homes in the corners 
of the building," Pryor said. "The 
peop-le who lived in the factory 
welcomed us, and they were ea
ger to see us. The children 
would ask if we were froni. 
-America? It broke my heart to 
see how those people were liv
ing." 

"Our team had 35 people who 
accepted J esus and six rededica
tions during our project. I went 
last year to Rio to do -church 
building! but on this trip with 
witnessil)g evangelism every ex
perience was something differ
ent. 

"To. be accepted and to be in
volved in· a mission trip of that 
m agnitude with all those Ten-

..,.nessee Baptists who got people 
to go and to be allowed to go was 
a tremendous influep.ce on me. 
The fact that I was able to go 
was awesome." · 

Plan s for the project called 
for 54 volunteer teams flying out 
on 4 diffe rent airlines from 
Chattanooga, Knoxville, Nash
ville, Memphis, Columbia, S.C., 
a nd St. Louis, Mo. The recent 
event was the ·third largest si
mu·ltaneous revival that Ten-

.. 

VISITING WITH NEW FRIENDS in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, is L.B. 
Morrow, center, who at age 88, was the oldest member on the mis
sion assignment. He is a member of First Baptist Church, Kingston. 

nessee volunteers have partici
_pated in since the beginning of 
t he Tennessee/Carioca Baptist 
Convention partnership in 1998. 

There were volunteers from 
60 Tennessee Baptist churches 
representing 23 a ssociations 
who worked in 54 Rio churches. 
The volupteers ranged in age 
from 17-88 years-old. The Ten
nessee volunteers worked with 
120 translators and rode nine 
buses in Rio. In addition to Ten
nessee Baptists there were also 
volunteers fro m . four oth er 
states. 

When volunteer teams travel 
to Rio, the Cooperative Program 
provides through the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention the follow
ing items: coordin ation with 
missionaries and national Bap
tists, orientation, Cross-Cultur
al Training, Team Leader 
Training, coordi nation wi th 
stateside and overseas travel 
a gencies, overseas van trans
portation, worker to aid mis
sionary volunteer coordinator, 
computers, and TBC Executive 
Board staff to support partner
ships. 0 

Plteeters Bend celebrates 200 years •f ministry 
J'BC alfcls clturclt 
music consultants 

URCH HILL - Members of 
eeters-Bend Missionary Baptist 

c h here celebrated 200 years of 
try on Aug. 10. 
mbers were r eminded of thei r 

heritage and ch allenged to · 
, ....... "" their focus on missions a nd 
relism in the future. 
~ McPheeters Bend, we spell mis: 
with a capital 'M,' Pastor Mark 

told the congregation during 
.... 6 serV1.ce. 

~r the years, in addition to fund
tissions through the Cooperative 
am and on the associat ional lev
'cPheeters Bend has sent out 
>ers on numerous mission trips, 
'ts said. · 
Pheeters Bend also has "birthed" 
hurches in its 200 years, three of 
1 are still in existence - First 
ist, Chu1·ch Hill ; Oak Grove , 
t Carmel; and Long's Bend in the 
s Bend community. 
ring a special afternoon service, 
r pastors of the church were rec
~d along with men who were or
d by the church. 
e afternoon message was deliv
ry Ed Litton, pastor of Firs t Bap
hurch. North Mobile (Ala. ), who 
led McPheeters Bend as a boy. 
ton reminded members that God 

• )rought them a long way" in 200 
but challenged them not to rest 

al ~ir laurels. but ins tead s trive to 
\ the next generation~ with the 

ac l of Jesus Christ. , 

SEVERAL former 
pastors and men who 
were ordained or 
grew i.Jp ·at 
McPheeters Bend 
Baptist Church helped 
celebrate the church 's 
200th anniversary on 
Aug. 10. From left are, 
front row, Ed Litton, 
Pastar Mark Roberts, 
Larry Parrott, and 
Ronnie Arnold; back 
row, · Jerry DeZearn, 
Ted Davis, and Alvin 
Skelton. 

PASTOR MARK ROBERTS displays a plaque from the Tennessee Baptist Historical 
Society commemorating the 200th anniversary of McPheeters Bend Missionary ~ap
tist Church. Church Hill. The plague was presented by John Parrott, left center, direc
tor of missions tor Holston Valley Baptist Association. With them are Danny Love. left. 
chairman of deacons. and Joe Snapp, right. associate pastor. - Photos by Lonnie 
Wilkey 

• 

For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Two local church 
'staff members have taken additional re
sponsibilities in aiding other Tennessee 
Baptist music leaders in .specialized ar
eas of ministry, according to Paul Clark 
Jr., TBC worship and music specialist. 

Carla Nichols will serve as Preschool 
and Children's Choirs 
Consultant. She is the 
music ministry assis
tant at West J ackson 
B aptist Church in 
Jackson. 

She h as worked 
with state planning 
teams and mus ic 
camps for several "ARTERBURN 
years. Nichols will 
give direction and co
ordinate statewide 
cbildrens' music 
events, and will assist 
with regional and 
statewide training for 
preschool and chil
drens' ehoir leaders. 

Dan Arterburn will 
serve as handbell con
sultant. He is the min
ister of music at Her-

NICHOLS 

mitage Hills Baptist Church in Her
mitage. He will coordinate regional and 
state bandbell festivals and chair the 
planning team that develops the annual 
events. He will also assist with leader
ship training for handbelJ directors and 
nngers. 

For information on utilizing the con
sultants at the church or associationa1 
level contad Clark or Charlotte Hanson 
at 1-800-558-2090. ::1 

-
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A letter to Tenn-essee Baptists from Union University 

August 11,2003 

• 

. -- -
The first week in August 2003 will be remembered as a pivotal moment in the direction of Chris.tianity in America. On August 5, the 

House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church ·in the USA voted 62-45 to confirm the Reverend Gene Robinson to be the first openly practicing 
homosexual as the Bishop of New Hampshire. The leadership ofUni'on University has resolved not to let this moment pass without 
expressing deep regret over this decision to condone behavior clearly in opposition to Holy Scripture, while at the same time calling 
Christians everywhere to unite in seeking Gods guidance for wisdom, courage, and grace. 

These are times that try the soul of Christ's churc~. -For nearly tWo millennia, the church of the LordJesus Christ worldwide has faithfully 
rejected the practice of homosexual behavior. Christians have done so because they understood that the New Testament knows-nothing 
of the blessi'ng of gay unions much less the ordination of persons to church ministry who indulge .such sexual desires. From the earliest 
recorded history of the post-apostolic church, Second Century Fathers such as Polycarp, Justin Martyr, and -Athenagoras led the people 
of God in an explicit repudiation of what ~he Apostle Paul called dishonorable passions and-shameless acts. (Romans. 1 :26-27). 

Gene Robinson$ supporters hailed his efection as a major advance. "It's a great day for the church,'' exolaimed the Rev. Sandye Wilson - \ 

of the Minnesota Diocese in The New York Times: "This is a church which has finally \.lnc!_erstood that men and women created in the vision 
of God can be the. guardians of the. faith and be gay or-lesbian.'? This past Tuesday, a majority of Episcopalian leaders evidently shared 
Wilsons enthu~iasm. 

A few bellwethers firmly disagreed. Bishop Robert Duncan of Pittsburgh, appearing before the medi~ with llke-minded colleagues, offered 
a grim assessment· of the recent events. "This body [the House of Bishops] willfully confirming the election of a person sexually active . 
outside of holy matrimony has departed from the historic faith and order of the Church ofjesus Christ," and has, ~sa re~ult, divided 
itself from millions of Anglicans throughout the world .... May God have mercy on his church. , 

Lik.e Bishop Duncan, we too pray for mercy. We renounce any unjust repris~l or harm ~gainst homosexual persons that· would violate the 
common rights enjoyed by all Americans. We do, howev~r, reject the notion of special rights for such persons whether they ~ttempts to 
make gay men bishops or same sex couples legally married. God saw fit ·to make marriage the oldest institution in his earthlfcreatio'n, and 
decreed that its-sacredness be a covenant relationship between one man and one woman. -· - ' ..t:;- ' 

The call to live lives of both love and courage is indeed-a .difficult art. 'But if ever there was a moment for followers of the Lo!d Jesus to . -
take a stand, that tiri?e is now. We commit ourselves afresh ·to our great Ood and to His Holy Word and pray that he will strengthen the 
conviction of his people and revive the church for whom Christ died. With faithful believers through the ages we pray..fqr·~h~:ro not 
only be one and un-iversal, but also holy and apostolic. Union Un.ivers.ity pledges to help encqurage, exhort~ and, cooperate with like-minded 
brpthers and· si\$ters in Christ at this significant rnomentjn t'h~·hfe. of the church worldwide. · · - .. . _,, - ... 

. . 

: .· 

Additional Representative Signatories from across the University: 
Mic4ael W. Weeks; Chairman, Board ofTrustees 
G. Robert Alsobrook, Senior Vice Preside'f}t for Institutional Advancement 
Todd Brady, Ministe~ to thi University -
Randall Bush, D.Phil., Director of the Honors Program 

and Professor of Philosophy 
. I 

Gary Carter_, Senior Vice Pre.~ident for Business and Financial Services 
Antonio Chiareli, Ph.D., Associate Professor ofSf:!ciology 
Kathie c .hute, Ph.D., Associate Vice President forUniversity Relations 

and Enrollment Services 
Michael Chute, Ph.D., Professor of journalism 
Ji~my Davis; Ph.D., Associate Provost and Professor of Chemistry 
Paul Deschenes, Psy.D., Director of Counseling Services 
Mark Dubi_s, Ph.D.; Associate Professor of Christian Studies 
Gene Fane, Ph.D., Chair, Department of English 
Charles Fowler, Ph.D.) Vice President for Development 

and Church Relations 
David P. Gushee, Ph.D., Graves Professor of Moral Philosophy 
George Guthrie, Ph.D., Perry Professor of Biblical Studies 
Kenny Holt, Director, Center for Economic Development 

and Associate Professor of Business 
Jim Kirk, Ph.D.) Assistant Professor of Computer Science 
Ralph Leverett, Ph.D., Director, Center for Educational Prar;tice 

• 

• 

, 

. 

WaithfuUy, 

/. ~,J s ~71 
Dayid S. Dockery 
President 

Kina Mallard, Ph.D., Chair, Communication Arts Department 
Michael Mallard, Chair; Department of Art 
Glenn A. Marsch, Ph.D., A.Ssociate Professor of Physics 
Bat:bara M~l\1illin, Dea~ College of Arts and Sciences 
Paul Munson, Ph,D., Assqciate.Professor.ofMusic 
Walton Padelford, Ph.D.) Interim Dean, 

, McAfee School of Business Administration 
James Patterson, Ph.D.) Associate Det;tn, School of Christian Studies 

· Michael Penny, .Ph.D., .Asseciate Prefessor of Music 
Hal Poe, Ph.D., Charles Colson Professor of Faith and Culture 
Troy D. Riggs, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Mathematics and Statistics 
Thomas Rosebrough, Ph.D.> Dean, 

School of Education and Human Studies 
Michael Salazar, Pb.D., Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
~ada D. Sanderson, Ph.D., Provost and Professor of Nursing 

. Todd Starnes, Director of University Communications 
Gregory A. Thornbury, Ph.D., Director, . 

Carl F H. Henry Center for Christian Leadership 
Kimberly Thornbury, Dean of Students 
Don Van, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Engineering 
Ray Van Neste, Ph.D., Director R C. Ryan Center for Biblical Studies 

. and Assistant Pro foss or of Chri_stian Studies 
David Ward, Ph.D., Professor of Physics 

• 
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+ On Aug. 24 Royce Baptist 
hurch. Oak R1dgc, will honor 

Brenda Johnson, pianis t , for 
2 yea rs of service . Johnson 
egan :,erving as pianis t at the 

lge of 14 and has served con
inua lly s ince then . Mark 
larbin, minis ter of music, said 

hnson "is a lways smiling, a l
·ays faithful , and always serv
ag as a source of en courage
•cnt to not only me but to 
eryone at Royce. We a t 
yce.Jook forward to many 

ore ·years wit& Brenda serv
~ our ~ord as our pianist." 

+ Randy Hommel h as 
been called a s pas tor , Firs t 
Baptist Church, Sneedville. H e 
is a recent graduate of South
em Baptist Tlleological Semi
nary, Louisville, Ky. 

+ Antioch Baptist Church, 
Sevierville, called Jim 
Kelling as pastor , effective 
July 13. He formerly was pas
tor of Eastside B aptist Church, 
Birmingham, Ala., for 9 years. 

+ 'Following the m orning 
worship service of Aug. 3, the 
members of Firs t B aptist 
Church, Bradford, s urprised 
Don Dyer, pastor, with a cele
bration dinner and love offer-

Synagogue 
210 Ch1,1rch Sl, O;.J7-.909G 

S OF FIRST Baptist Church, Dickson, from left, Hannah 
1'"'1.on, Jodi Jackson, and Rebekah Sager stand in front of the 

h synagogue in LaGrange, Ga. , they painted this summer. 
worked with a 68:member youth team from their church and 
from Texas and North Carolina. Missions Connect organized 

missiqns work, which also included ·choir performances and 
~'",.. day camps. 

ing to r ecognize his lOth a n 
niversary as pastor. 

+ Mt. Hermon Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, w ill 
hold a "Back to School Bash11 

Sept. 6 at 5 p .m. Food andre
fr eshments will be offered 
alon g with music by "All for 
One Band." For more informa
tion, call (931 ) 362-3349 or 
362-3323. 

+ First Baptist Church, 

Atwood, '' ill h old its a nnual 
homecoming Aug. 24 . Also the 
church will dedicate its newlv 

• 
remodeled sanctuary that day. 
A luncheon wil1 be held. Then 
r eviva l ser vices will b e h e ld 
Aug. 25 -27 . Brya n Ray will 
s peak on Aug. 24 and during 
the revival. Ray Peery w ill 
lead the music for the revival. 

· + Dickerson Road Bap
tist Church, Nashville, will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary 
Sept. 21. For more inform a 
tion, call the church at (615 ) 
865-0911. . 

+Trinity Baptist 
Church, Jonesborough. " ill 
host Da nu.•l Block Sl•pt S who 
\\ill lead the scnlln .,u-. ·· Hcsut
r ecti ng the Old T cl-ltam c nt. " 
Block i~ a profe$sor of Old Te~
t a m e nl a t So uth e rn B a pt ist 
Theological Senuna r y, Lout~
v ille , Ky. The semina r will be 
from 9 a .m . to 12:30 p.m . It is 
a part of ihe Leadership Insti
tute of Holston Baptist Asso· 
ciation, based in Johnso n 
City. It is designed for pas tors, 
staff members, and lay lea d 
ers. 

PARTICIPATING IN THE Aug. 3 dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony to open the Christian Ministry 
Center of Sand Ridge Baptist Church, Lexington, are, from left, Marty Comer, pastor; Doug Short, busi
nessman; Benny Gilliam, deacon; Jerry Britt, businessman; Ken Sparkman, retired director of missions. 
Gibson Baptist Association; Lonnie Black, pastor, Mt. Calvary Baptist Church; Mike Thrower, director of 
missions, Beech River Baptist Association; James Porch, executive director, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention; and Steve Qrownover, chairman, building committee. Porch preached the dedication sermon. 
Black and members of Mt. Calvary Church joined the celebration. The two churches regularly hold joint 
services. The service highlighted the 175-year history of Sand Ridge. The center includes a commer- . 
cia/ kitchen, -nursery and presqhool suite, youth center, welcome center, elevator, classrooms, and 300-
seat fellowship hall. 

OVEMBER 21/22 .. 2003 .HEARTS.ON FIRE is a Christ-centered 

conference designed to win the lost teen 

to faith in Christ and to challenge the 

believing teen to a more dynamic spiritual 

walk and commitment. It is a/so our goal 

.. 

. ' 

to make HEARTS ON FIRE a conference 

that everyone can afford. 

It is an honor and privilege to have as 

our guest speakers Darren Whitehead & 

Larry Grays. The Lord undoubtedly has His 

hand on these men and their ministries. . 

Special music will be provided by Fusebox, 

Lincoln Brewster, and our very own Hearts 

On Fire Band. Our prayer is that God will 

use HEARTS ON FIRE to bless you like 

never before! 



• 
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1'1W goes to 
tlte Olympics 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE True 
Love Waits is going to the 
2004 Summer Olympics. 

Next year when the world 
turns its attention to Athens, 
Greece, th e birthplace of the 
Olympics, True Love Waits 
pledges to abstinence will be 
a part of the celebration. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
signed promises of sexual pu
rity from Christian youth in 
at least 100 countries will be 
displayed and celebrated in 
Athens on Sunday, Aug. 22, 
2004, during the XXVIII 
Olympiad. The pledge reads: 
"Believing that true love 
waits, I make a commitment 
to God, myself, my family, 
my friends, my future mate, 
and my future children to -a 

• • 
lifetime of purity including 
sexual abstinence from this 
day until the day I ent.er~a : 
biblical ~arriage relation'~ . 
ship,." 

"This [international .. dis~ · 
play] will amplify the voic~'~:''' 
of the Christian students . 
who are standing for purity . ·. 
-either by 
being physi
cally pres
ent in 
Athens or 
b·y being 
represented 
there by 
their pledge 
card," said HESTER 
Jimmy . 
Hester, senior ~irector of stU-; · 

• ' . • ... ···i·~ 

dent ministry publishing of 
Life Way Christian Resourtes "' 
of the Southern Baptist .Con- · 
vention. LifeWay produces 
True Love Waits which has 
been endorsed by 96 Christ
ian entities. 

"It's our prayer that as 'the 
world's attention is focused. 
on Athens for the Olympic 
Games people will become 
aware of t h e hundreds of 
thousands of youth who have 
made decis ions to protect 
thems elves p_hysically and 
spiritually by l iving a fife of 
pw'ity," Hester said. · 

The Athens celebration 
will feature a display of Tr1ae 
Love Waits promise card s 
from around the world a nd 
include an outdoor rally. 
Plans in the works includ·e 
Olympic athletes who stand 
for pur ity challenging stu
dents to take a s tand and 
youth from AIDS-ravaged na
t ions givi ng tes timonies of 
courage and moral resolve. A 
major Christian TV network 
tentatively has committed to 
making the event a live TV 
special. 0 

www .GulfShoresCondos.com 
Beachside Vacation Condos, All sizes 

Fall special : 
2 Night weekend, $120.00 

4 Weeknights, $160.00 Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults. 2 Kids) Good thru 10-31 

(205) 554-1524 

Says Senate repor_t 

Amendment only way tO prevent same-sex 'marriagc J 
By ~1chael Foust "Gay marriage advocates can They would sue saying DOMA is ports the Fed~ral M 
Bapt_1st Press be expected to. ~rgue t_hat the ~nconstitutional as a m_atter of Amendment. sn.ying it 

1 

WASHINGTON - A consti
tutional amendment likely is the 
only remedy to prevent courts 
from implementing s ame-sex 
"marriage" nationwide, a new 
report by the U.S. Senate's Re
publican Policy Committee con~ 
eludes. 

The report, put together by 
the research department for 
GOP Senators and released July 
29, says that a cons titutional 
amendment, such as the biparti
san Federal Marriage Amend
m ent, is the "only" way to 
"ensure the preservation of t ra
ditional marriage." 

Lawsuits demanding mar
riage rights for homosexuals will 
contin11e "until Congress and t he 
States adopt a consti tutional 
amendment to protect tradition
al marriage," the report says. · 

The Repu,.blican Policy Com
mittee prepares reports on a 
wide-range of issues for Senators, 
giving them quick, detailed refer
ences. The committee is chaired 
by Arizona Senator Jon Kyl. 

Any day now the hig h est 
court in Massachusetts will rule 
on whether homosexuals can be 
granted civil marriag_e licenses 
within the state. Arizona, Indi
ana, and New J ersey a re enter
taining similar cases in their re
spective lower courts. 

"If marriage is r edefined in 
the foreseeable future, it will not 
be because of democratic deci
s ions , but because of a few 
judges who, in response to a 
~arefully crafted activist agenda, 
take 'upon themselves the power 
to. do so," the re'por~ asserts. 

TheJU.S. Supreme Court's de
cision strik ing down anti
sodomy laws· gave sam e-sex 
"marriage" proponents "valuable 
s upport for their l egal arg'u
ments," the report says. While 
the ·court's decisi on d oes not 
manda~e same-sex "m arriage," 
some lawyers will argue differ
ently, it says . 

.New Lower Rates For 
Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11 .03 $15.49 
35 $11.16 $15.75 
45 $20.87 $35.18 
55 $43.71 $80.85 

Please call Jim Smelcher (K~oxville , TN) 
Toll Free 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.) 
Level death benefit term that does not in
crease for the first 15 years. Written by an 
A-plus Life insurance company. Preferred 
male rates illustrated above. Please call 
for other" ages and female rates. 

Lawrence decision pomts to- federal Equal Protection a nd only one thal 1s politicall , 
wards ultimate recognition of Substantive Due Process law ,~ ble . ., ) 
same-sex marriage," the report the report says. 
says. A constitutional amendment 

The Defense of Marriage Act is the only remedy , the report 
is not enough to prevent same- says, adding that another feder
sex "marriage," the report says . al law - such as a stronger De
Signed into law in 1996, DOMA fense of Marriage Act - will not 
does two t hings: It states that solve the problem. 
the federal government does not "Constitu tional amendments 
recognize sam e-sex "marriage" ought to be rare - employed 
and it allows oth er states the only when no· other legislative 
option of not recognizing same- response will do the job," the re
sex "m arriages" from another port r eads. "However~ no statu
state. tory solution appears to be avail-

The Lawrence deci!3ion, cou- able to address the cunent cam
pled with a possible pro-homo- paign through the courts." 
sexual "marriage" ruling in .a The Southern Baptist Ethics 
state such as Massachusetts, & Religions Commission sup
means that the "possibility of a 
court declaring federal DOMA 
uncon~titutional and mandating 
same-sex marri.age is more like
ly today .than ever before ;" the 
report says. • -

.·The issuance of marriage li
censes t9 hon:io.sexuals in any'· 
s tate would cause !egal ch aos 
nationwide and lead to numer
ous lawsuits, the r eport says. 

MINISTRIES - EDUCATION 
Growing charch seeks a semi
nary-trained minister of education 
to oversee all aspects of Bible 
study, disciples~ip, and children's 
programs. Familiarity with FAITH 
prefer~ed . Full-time with salary 
and benefits. Mail resume with ex
perience, education , and salary 
requirements to Pastor Paul 
Berkley, First Baptist Church, 
1447 S 7th St. , Sierra Vista, AZ 
85635. 

Cherokee Raftin 
On the OC91e ,RIVfC 

Offers rafting fun tor the fat 
Church and youth group 

T earn building trips for bosi 
and college groups. 

Call 1 -800~451· 7238 or 
visit our \Yeb_site at 

www.cherol!eeram90,co1 

MINISTRIES - MUSIC 
Large suburban St. Louis, 
souri Baptist church pray~ 
seeks a dynamic full-time m -.r 
of music and worship. Duti 
elude leading worship servi 
contemporary/blended sty 
recting adult choirs in , 
and worship, coordinating 
and instrumental ensembl& 
major mus ic/ drama procJu, 
Evangelis tic heart a must 
res ume to Music/Worship ~ 
Committee, Fee Fee B 
Church, 11330 St. Charle~ 
Rd., Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

MINISTRIES - PASTC 
F]!st Baptis t Church Bent 

In such an instance, the re
port predicts, homosexu a l 
friendly lawyers would sue to 
strike down DOMA and have the 
licenses recognized in a ll 50 
states . They would argue tltat 
DOMA violates both the Full 
Faith and Credit clause and 
Equal Protection clause of the 
U.S. c·onstitution , the report 
says.· The 'Full Faith and Credit 
clause · requires states to recog
nize the ·~public acts, records, 
and judicial ·proceedings of every 

MINISTRIES- OTHER . ~ted il} Benton, Tenn., iss 
Watauga Baptist Association, Eliz- ~ull-~- pastor. The ch1 

other state.'~ - .-
£\d<litionally,-the r eport says, 

lawyers could argue that a feder
a l employee involved 'in a same
sex "marriage" deserves health 
insurance and pension benefits. 

abethton, Tenn. , is receiving ap- -~ocated 1n Polk County, whrl 
plications for a part-time manage- ~n-southeast Tennessee: ar 
ment position at Watauga Lodge, , 1s_ters to..!. church family 
Ridgecrest, NC. Job includes: su-~ ~~a~ttendees. Pleas( 
pervising sfaff, promotion, mainte-· your res ume to Bi ll Bla~ 
·nalilce , ,order supplies., cook, C~airperson Pastor Searct 

' clean. Hospitality gift important. m1ttee , 329 Oak Grove Rd 
More inf9rmation, call (423) 543- ton , TN 37307. 
1451 S d W 

......... ~ •• ~. 
. en resume to atauj;Ja • • • • 

Baptist A~sociatiGA , 3871 High- Tompkins Baptist Chul 
way 19E, Elizabethton, TN 37643. Grove Hill, Ala., is seeking 
Deadline Sept: 15, 2oo3. time pastor with a semina 

gree from a SBC institutic 
with at least 5 years pasi!QI:' 
perience. Send resume to 
kins Baptist Church, 141 
43, Grove Hill , AL 36451 ·' 
Pastor Search Committee. 

Life Way has the solution-a 15-passenger 
mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards. 

SERIOUS CONCERNS 
• Ho~ mucb finanC'ialliability 

ean yooi chu1th bear? 
•lnsuta11,;i! rat&$- are going up! 

MINISTRIES-
MISCELLANEOUS 

Church in Hohenwald, 
• Legal Mvis.ercs are saying, 
"Remo~e)he lastrow of seats!" 

• ,So.roe sfali!·S have <tlreactr 
put man'd~jDr;y ~"QPiacemtmt 

·daadlinijS'~!) a~tionl 
• C~arjtabltl Orga~izations 
. and Chn(!lfansportatloq, . 
· ~usinesses are al ftisiU 

~if~1Yay 
Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc. 
Nntum'lt *I C'luu·rh Bu• fkol~r 

54.633'6 ~ (:arsonSprtngs - 1.877.704.6336 

14 pews ranging from 12 
ft. in length. You can cut to 
nee d e d. Good c~Jndition 
blue w/oak finish. More i 
(931) 796-7118. 

·:· ·~ ~. 
Needed: 24,000 BTU wind 
conditioner unit. Needed t 
church in Sparta ASAP. C 
Duane Graves at (931 ) 51 
or Lofton Graves at (931 
3250. 

MINISTRIES-
ADMINISTRATOR 

First Baptist Church, Siem 
Arizona is seeking an adn 
tor for the church and a 
Christian K-8 academy. P 
ministrative experience rE 
education experience t 
Full-time salary and benet 
res ume with experience. 
tion, and salary requirerr 
Pastor Paul Berkley. First 
Church, 1447 S 7th Sl .. 
Vista. AZ 85635. 
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Jim Growden 
::>salms 50:5 is a very "pointed" instruction to 
'istians. Please read it. 
~yone who keeps reasonably informed on cur
~ events these days is vulnerable to depression. 
field of endeavor, it seems, is exempt from cor

ta.wu. "Wher:e have all the saints (Christians) 
?" is a reasonable question. Maybe we are 

in all the wrong places. Christians doli~ 
public relations people; they don't get into 

lrsPllPeJrs or on talk shows. They just plug along 
do His work the best they can. I know some 

lsti<anS by their fruits for example: 
J The school teacher who gave a disabled stu-
1not her own) special help in learning "Money 

The store manager who makes loans out of 
n w'T\ funds to a mother who can't buy milk for 

The retired lady who works as a voJunteer 
VA Hospital five hours a day. 
The.working-class couple that have children 

the children's home in theiT home for the hoi-

. . 
The man that "loans" rent money to a 

with two children, whose husband aban
them, knowing that he will not get it back. 
next time you get depressed,. look around 

saints are still among us, living for/like 
, helping others. Look for them every day in 

. You'll find them more numerous than 
'~""'· Be one of them! In His Love. 0 - Grow

pastor of Westwood Baptist Church, Man-

. . 
iust ror today ---

Fred Wood, retired pastor, Memphis 

... ~with a Smile: Bill (a seasoned golfer) to 
•~a middle-aged golfer.): 1'How long have you 

golf?" Bob: "About six months." Bill: 
remarkable. You certainly do play a great. 
Bob: ''Thanks, -but it took me 10 years to 

ke this Truth: All things come to those who 
while they wait. 

this Scripture: "Continue to grow 
. spiritual strength and knowledge of our 
and Savior Jesus Christ." - II Peter 3:18, 
ms Translation 

this Prayer: Lord, remind me constantly 
are not built overnight and nei

great lives. 0 

• 

Let ligl1.t 
sl1il1e out of 
darkl1ess ... 

lConnthtrlll ' 4 6 · 

Finding my place 
By Poly Rouse 

in God's plan 
Focal Passage: Genesis 45:4-8, 

25-28; 46:1-5 
To know God's plan to the best 

of our ability is a good path to 
walk. In 1981, the Italian ship
building firm Inter-Marine at 
Ameglia landed a contract from the 
Malaysian government worth four 
million .British pounds! Though 
they usually built smaller vessels, 

·Inter-Marine contracted to build a 
minesweeper and three military 
launches. 

It was only after the work was 
completed that they remembered 
their shipyards were connected to 
the sea by the Magre River, and 
over the river hung the Colombiera 
Bridge. Not one of.the four new 
vessels could pass beneath it. To 
set out ahead of clearly sought out 
plan that covers A to Z ~an some
times be disastrous. But sometimes 
God's plan is not always clearly 
known, as in the iife of Joseph. 

In the· Disciple's Study · Bible we 
discover that God can use adversity 
to accomplish His long-term goals 
for His people.· Joseph recognized. 
that God had guided him to Egypt 
as a slave so he could save many 
lives. Joseph's temporary suffering 
(37:12-28; 39:1-20; 40:23) was part 
of God's larger providential plan for 
the Hebrews. We can complain 
about suffering or seek ways to 
serve God through suffering. 

. . . 

God knew ahead of time about 
the coming famine and in His 
grace took steps to provide for the 
needs of His people. God's over
flowing grace, and amazing sover
eign power are both seen in this 
passage in a dramatic way. The ab
sence of bitterness in Joseph's 
heart was itself a work of God's 
grace. A boy sold into Egyptian 
slavery. who rose to the number 
two poli~ical position ib Egypt was 
a testimony to God's sovereign 
power. God's rescue of a people 
who might have otherwise starved 
to death is a tribute to His long
term wisdom as well as His mighty 
power to deliver His people. 

God can u se bad human inten
tions to accomplish His will. His 
purposes and plans can be accom
plished despite human sin. 
Joseph's brothers jealously sought 
to punis h him. God's plan used 
their actions to prepare Joseph for 
~eliverance of his people in famine. 

His brothers, by their evil deed, 
meant to harm Joseph; but Joseph 
wanted them to know that God 
had selected him for slavery and 
suffering so that the children of Is
rael would be saved and delivered 
as a remnant unto God. Selection 
seeks a faithful remnant to realize 
God's purposes. Those purposes 
and their earthly r ealization are 
not always visible even to the eyes 
of faith. 

Gqd's plan and what happened 

Submitti.ng t~ God 
riages

1 
broken lives, and empty 

hearts. The more we tr.y to hang on, 
the more desperate we become. Self
reliance always results in our ruin; 

By Danny Sinquefield 

Focal Passage: James 4:1-17 
Some words just seem to fit to

gether - ice cream, fire truck, tree 
house - you get the idea. Two 
words that ought to be linked forev
er in our lives are the words ·"yes, 
God." That simple sentence contains 
the essence of true submission to 
God . 

During the wedding at Cana, 
Mary instructed the servants to d.o 
just that. She told them that what
ever Jesus says, do it (see John 2:5). 
That was excellent advice then and 
now. In our text, James 'is making a 

' case for believers to "just say yes" to 
God with every asp.ect of their lives . 

At a recent middle school camp, 
our students wore t-shirts that had 
the words, "I'm Third" printed on 
the front. The young people were en
com·aged to keep God first and to 
put others ahead of themselves. The 
second day of their camp, a major 
wind storm blew through Memphis 
doing tremendous damage to trees 
and homes. Those students were 
able to put the "I'm Third" theme 
into practice by setting aside their 
own plans and ministering to people 
in need. Real submission simply re
sponds, "yes, God" to whatever He 
says. 

The problem of selfishness 
(vv. 1-8) 

Most of t_he problems in our cul
ture and in the church are rooted in 
selfishness. We are living in a "'me 
first" generation. Consumerism has 
contaminated the church. The sin of 
selfishness often leads to failed mar-

Rick Warren's best-selling book, 
"The Purpose-Driven Life" begins 
with the r emif\.der, "It's not about 

-you." Warren, like James, points out 
the stark contrast between the self
absorbed, modern mindset and the 
biblical pattern of putting God and 
others first. Not until we realize 
that God has created us for His pur
pose, will we ever find the secret to 
life's greatest pleasure. 

The principle of sacrifice 
(vv. 4-6) 

We can't serve two masters. Jesus 
taught us that 
truth (see Matthew 
6:24). James ampli
fies the principle in 
this passage. Soon
er or later, every 
believer must come 
to the place of eom
plete sacrifice to 

SINQUEFIELD t he will and ways 
of God. Friendship 

with the world is not a legitimate op
tion for the child of God. 

When we sacrifice our plans for 
His, we find an adequate supply of 
God's grace. The humble, sacrificial 
follower of Christ will never be with
out God's blessing upon his life. 
That is a principle founded in the 
Word of God. 

The practice of submission 
(vv. 7-12) 

The word '"subm1t" is from a 
Greek word which means "to rank 
under." It is a military term. This 

Sunday School les on 
Family Bible Series 

Aug .. 24 

to Joseph in Egypt saved his father 
and broth er s fr om destruction, 
along with t h eir families and 
flocks. It set the stage for the Exo
dus from Egypt. Salvation history 
was in the making. 

Walk in wisdom ... walk with a 
plan ... but allow 
flexibility for the 
journey. Once a 
man stopped to 
chat with a farmer 
who was erecting a 
new building. He 
asked, "What are 
you putting up?" 
The farmer replied, 
'Well, if I can rent 

ROUSE 

it, it's a rustic cottage. If I can't, it's 
a cow shed." "' 

At the spiritual level, planning 
·means taking the initiative. It's not 
about sitting around until you are 
absolutely certain God is calling 
you to a particular task, direction, 
country, or ministry. Nor is it wait
ing for the doors to open so you can 
go there easily. Planning is an act 
of faith. Jesus never told his disci
ples to wait for an invitation. He 
told them to go. 0 - Rouse is pas
tor' of Hermitage Hills Baptist Church, 
Hermitage. 

Sunduy School J.e!Sson 
Explore Jlu:J 8ib1e 

Aug.24 

submission is to be a volunta ry re
sponse on our part. Submitting to 
God involves obeying His Word and 
yielding to His Lordship completely. 

These verses contain several im
peratives which are written in the 
form of commands. James reminds 
us that we are all ultimately ac
countable to God. As we practice 
submission to God, we will be able to 
accomplish each of the other com
mands as He lifts us up. 

The presumption of success 
(vv. 13-17) 

Worldly success is interesting. 
Just when we think we h ave ar
rived, the map changes. We often 
presume upon the grace of God with 
our busy schemes and plans. The 
Latin phrase, "Deo Volente" is a 
good one for us to learn. It simply 
means, "God willing." 

What a wonderful way to think, 
act and live - by acknowledging the 
will of God in all things! May the 
words of Adelaide A. Pollard be the 
theme of our lives: 

'"Eave Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 
Thou art the Potter; 
I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me 
After Thy will, 
While I am waiting, 
Yielded and still." ..J - Smque

field Is pastor of Fa1th Bapt1st Church, 
Bartlett 

• 
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+ Greg Jordan, pastor, 
Elon Baptist Church, Halls, 
has resigned as pastor to enter 
full-tim e evangeli s m. He is 
available to lead revivals, con
fer ences, a nd as a s upply 
church leader. 

+James Loines has been 
called as interim pastor, Enon 
Baptist Church, Halls. 

+ Scott Cunningham nas 
been called as minister of mu
sic and youth at Una Baptist 
Church, Nashvill~. He previ
ou s ly served on the staff of 
Memori'al Baptist Chu-rc_h , 
Crossville. 

+ Danny Cates Jr., has 
been called as minister to 
youth , Mt. Vernon Baptist 
Church, Halls. · 

+ Enon Baptist Church, .. 
Halls, will hold its homecom-
ing Sept. 21. Church leaders 
al~o will hold a note-burning to 
represent the. deb~-free status 
of its family life center. J. B. 
Haynes, former pastor, will 

' speak: 

+ Don Whitney will speak 
at Grace Baptist" Church, 
Morristown, Sept. 5-7, He is 
professor of spiritual. formation 
at Midwestern Baptist Theo- ' 
logical Seminary, Ransas City, 
Mo. Whitney also is author of 
Spiritual Disciplines for the 
Christian Life. For more infor
mation) contact the church at 
(423 ) 586-932 2 or www.gbc- . 
morristown.org. 

. 

MEMBERS OF DIXIE HILLS Baptist Church, Bolivar, pause dur
ing recent work'in Atlantic, Iowa, to support the Tennessee/ Iowa 
Baptist Partnership. The team led a Vacation Bible School in a 
park there to find prospects for a new church. The VBS drew 21 
students. The new church is holding its services on Sunday after
noons in a Seventh Day Adventist Chutch building. 

· +Hickory Hollow Bap
tist Church, Antioch, will 

' . 
hold revival Aug. 23-26. Morris 

·Anderson , evangelist of 
Maryville, will speak. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Friendsville, will hold a Har
vest Service Aug. 31. Morris 
Anderson, evangelist of 
Maryville, will sp~ak. 

+ West Shiloh Bap-tist 
Church, Stantonville, hosted 
Bette Stalnecker and James 
Gibson July 20. Stalnecker 
sang a.nd Gibson spoke at both 
the morning and evening l:!er-
VICeS. . . 

+ H·arvest Baptist 
Church, J?yersburg, .will 
hold a F orty Days of Purpose 
Crusade Aug. 10 - s ·ept. 28. 
Then: it will hold a Purpose-

Driven Life Revival Sept. 24-
.28. Stan Anderson will speak 
during the revival. 

+ McCullough Chapel 
Baptist ·Church, Dyersburg, 
celebrated its ·150th anniver
sary· with a homecoming Aug. 
2. Joe Wright, dlrector of mis
sions, Dyer Baptist Associa
tion, .based in Dyers burg , 
spoke. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Newbern, held a note-burning 
ceremony July 27 to represent 
the de"bt-free status of its 
Christjan Activities Building. 

+ The· y~uth groups of Mt. 
Vernon .Baptist Church, 
Halis, and a Baptist -church in 
Louisiana served in each oth
er's cities th~s summer doing 
missio.ns -work. The Halls 
church .also 'held a··vacation 
Bible School which drew 161 
participants. 

+ ·The Middle Tennessee 
Pastors' Conference will be 
Aug. 26 at First Baptist 

YOUTH OF WARD'S GROVE Baptist Church, Milto[1, and Harvest 
View Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, worked Aug. 4-8 at Cripple Creek 
Farm in Readyville, which is home to exotic animals. The farm was 
damaged by a tornado in May. It is owned by Christians. About 28 
youth worked each day. The youth cleaned up the tornado damage, 
provided tours of the farm to visitors, and· fed the animals. 

. Church, Spring Hill. The 
theme is "Still Preacl;ling With 
Results" based on Isaiah 55:11. 
Speakers will include Dean 
Haun, past0r, First Baptist 
Church, Jonesboro, Ga., and 
"Morris Anderson, evangelist of 
Maryville. For more i~forma
tion, contact Glenn Denton, 
president of the conference, at 
(615) 444-5923 or broglenn@
hillcrestbaptist.org. 

_ ... 
-

THOM T APP, third from right, pastor, Oral Baptist Church 
City, stands w ith some of the youth team of the chur 
served Sao Paulo, Brazil, Aug. 1-9. They hold the 1.030 
tion bracelets'' they took to d istribute to students in Sdloc 
tured, from left, are Anthony Lane. Richaleen. ~ow. ~ 

Snow, Carry Pickel, Tapp, Stacey Bean, and JasofJ tllne. 
who assisted with the project were Faye Rankin, Annltte , 
Beccah Hum·an, Joseph Human, Karen Feltner, Matthew , 
Matthew Geagley, and-Tom Snow. 

YOUTH OF NEW BETHEL Baptist Church, Unionville, a< 
nied by some memb~rs of the Boys and Girls Club of Ru 
County: pause during recent work in Birmingham, Ala., wit 

.--Changers/HOf!Se Calls International. _They joined abot 
pther young people there for fiv.~pays. They repaired 
graded low income houses andJheiL,jjgmmunities and 

: with children in' a day care progr:!m. Th&r'Witnessed to rE 
Partic[pants stayed together in a pubHc school building G 

shiped together each evening. 
.....,;; . ·- ·... . ., - ,_ ~~ .. ~ 

Church serves· in So th Afr 
For Baptist and Reflector 

'• 

SHELBYVILLE - Thirteen 
members of Shelbyville Mills 
Baptist Church here served re
cently in Indermark, South 
Africa, where they partnered 
with local missionmes and vil
lagers to build a Baptist 
church. . 

The task was nothing new 
to the church. A similar trip 
l~st year produeed a new build
iqg in another village in South 
Africa. This year the team 
comp~eted a new brick-and
steel structure only· six days af
ter their arrival. It replaced an 
old military tent used by the 
congregation with one of the 
nicest buildings in the village, 
according to David Brown, 
minister of education and mis
sions and team leader. 

However , this year some
thing el.se occurred . 

. ~ 

"What we weren't c1 
on, but was hoping for, ' 
extraordinary amount 
we had to share the goa 
mini s ter to the peop 
lived in Indermark, 
Brown. They shared th~ 
on street corners wit~ 
passing by , in schod 
filled with children, in 
Johannesburg, and · 
where villagers lived. 

The Tennesseans, 
ing with Samaria Mi 
also held evening ten 
ings. About 1,000 
tend e d each meeti · 
hundreds made spiri 
cisions. . 

Pastor Jonathan Si 
will travel to South 
November. While there, 
lead a pastor s' confere 
Samaria Missions. 

For more informatio 
www. smbconline.corn. 

PAUSING durjng a trip to South Africa are members of Sh 
Mills BapUst Church, Shelbyville, from left, David Brown, mil 
education and missicms; Jacob Daniel; Rodger Eyman: 
Lohn, minister of administration, pastoral care. and childrer. 
Sims; Jennifer Harrison; Kelby Daniel; Jennifer Thrash; Ma, 
Kala Sims; Tim Lever~tte; Judy Thrash; and Duran Shavers 


