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.· EvereHs serve needy people for 29 years in Knoxville 
,Connie Davis 

i ::rntic.t a'f:ld Reflector 

KNOXVILLE - On Tuesdays 
Thursdays a crowd gathers 

._tsJtae Western Heights Baptist 
en1~er here early. Despite re

frigid temperatures, people 
c:u""''u silently after receiving a 
'""uu-made numbered ticket 

the man sitting just inside 
.front door. They don't want 

miss receiving the free food 
J C:WlC11!1Jl~:< from the center's Com
~P!lity Market. 

Thankfully, at 9 a.m. Tom 
director, and volunteers TOM EVERETT visits with. a woman from Romania who 

!time outside with coffee, hot ap- came to Western Heights Baptist Center to participate 
TOM EVERETT, director, Western Heights Baptist Center, Knoxville, stands in front of 
the center on a recent morning to announce the beginning of the Community Market 

cider, and donuts. in its Community Market. 
Then Everett opens the mar- - a farmers market; eggs, canned 

•t..and people begin to file in as goods, and bread from grocery 
. etir nuptber comes up. stores; and sweatshirts from a 
Wor~g with a center volun- discount stor~. • 

er, people "shop" to rousing The ministry is the only one 
usic from the 1930s-40s, filling of its kind in t he area - a 
astic bags from loaded tables hunger prevention program, said 
d racks. Everett visits with re- Everett proudly. People don't 
ients and volunteers alike have to sign up or give details or 

overseeing the operation. limit their visits. "That's why 
t day 179 families were they're here," said Everett. 

·"""' .... food including frozen soup Everett, along with his wife, 
a restaurant; produce from Shirley, associate clirector, will 

and to explain how those gathered can participate. · 

retire from Western Heights 
Jan. 31 after serving 29 years. 

He's here for several reasons. 
People often come up to him, call 
him pastor, and ask for prayer 
or to talk to somebody, he de
scribed. 

If Jesys were in the Knoxville 
area, "this is where he'd be, not 
in the mayor's office," he noted. 

Everett is here because of the 
need. Western Heights, which is 
located in the north central part 

of Knoxville, is the largest hous
ing project community in the 
state, home to four housing proj
ects. It is also the poorest com
munity in Knoxville. 

His motivation is also person
al. Everett grew up here. He can 
easily recall the destructive and 
vi.olent lives of many ofhis child
hood friends. 

He was able to attend college 
because a high school principal 
helped him. But many of his 

childhood friends didn't have 
that opportunity, he recalled . 

Everett felt a call to ministry 
during his five years of service 
in the U .8. Army. He returned to 
Knoxville. and was named direc
tor of Western Heights by Knox 
County Baptist Association. 
Shirley, who had served as -a 
volunteer, was named associate 
director in 1990. The couple al
so are missionary associates of 
- See Everetts, page 3 · 
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Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Church 
leaders are quick to take note 
when George Barna conducts a 

_survey. 
And they tap into what he 

has written in 30-plus books 
and what he says in his re
search-based seminars held 
across the country. 

Since its founding in 1984, 
Barna has led the Barna Re
search Group as a full-service 
marketing research company in 
Ventura, G~lif., specializing in 
primary research for Christian 
ministries, churches, and non
profit organizations. 

His best-sellers include The 
Frog in the Kettle, The Second 
Coming of the Church, The 
Power of Vision, User Friendly 
Churches, and Marketing the 
Church. His ~ost recent books 
are Think Like J esus (2003), 
Transforming Children Into 
Spiritual Champions (2003), A 
Fish Out of Water (2002), and 
.State of the Church (2002). 

A graduate of Boston Col
lege, Barna l~ter ear:ned two . 
master's degrees from Rutgers 
Univers.ity, and h e has been 

awarded a doctorate from Dal
las Baptist University. He and 
his wife, Nancy, have two 
daughters, Samantha and Cor
ban. 

SBC LIFE, journal of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee, pub
lished an interview with Barna 
in its January edition. The text 
of the interview follows. 

SBC LIFE: The ·Barna Re
search Group has been provid
ing infolJilation and analysis re
garding cultur
al trends and 
churches for 
almost 20 
years. Over 
that period of . 
time, what 
would you s'ay 
are the five 
most significant BARNA 

changes, trends, or shifts you 
have observed? 

Barna: Certainly, one of 
them would be the decline in 
biblical literacy . .Fewer ~nd few
er people have any clue what 
Scripture. really teaches, as op
posed to what they- feel it 
should teach. 

Secondly would be an in-

creased emphasis on mega
churches and the corresponding 
stress on the importance of 
numbers rather than upon the 
transformation of lives. -

The third change would be 
the rise and importance of the 
para-church ministry and how 
much of what churche.s tradi
tionally used to do now has 
been taken over by para-church 
ministries. 

The fourth would probably 
be increased negativity of the 
mass media toward Christiani
ty- that's a huge one. 

Finally is church members' 
increased reliance upon clergy, 
rather than laity, to get min
istry done. 

SBC UFE: If trends contin
ue on their current course, what 
do you see as the state of evan
gelical churches in the next 20 
years? 

Barna: There's always a 
great danger in trying to say 
what God's going to do. I have 
no clue, but if things were to 
continue un.changed, I think 
one thing we're likely to see is' 
decreased !i.nvolveme:nt in 
church-based ministry as mea
sured by factors such as how 

many people attend and how 
frequently they attend. We're 
already seeil;lg some declines in 
areas such as volunte.erism . 

I think a second thing that 
we're likely to see is a signifi- -
cant increase in the diversity of 
forms of the church. For in
stance, I suspect there will be a 
growing house church move
ment in this country. I also ex
pect to see the growth of mar
ketplace ministry: I expect to 
see growth of independent wor
ship events that have no con
.nection with a specific church. 

I think probably a third 
thing we will see is that there 
will be more denominations in 
existence because of forthcom
ing splits. 

Southern Baptists have al
ready gone through some of 
that. The Episcopal church is 
going to , the Pres byterian 
church is going to, the 
Methodist church may, and it 
goes on and on down the line. In 
addition, you have different 
kinds of associations forming, 
such as the Willow Creek Asso
ciation. These are becoming a 
new version of denominations. • 
- See When, page 9 
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Bush spee1h 
disappoints pro· 
family advotates 
Baptist Press 

W ASIITNGTON - Presiden;t 
George W . Bus h neared the 
verge of endorsing a constitu
tional amendment protecting 
marriage "as the union between 
a man and a woman" but 
stopped short in his Jan. 20 
State of the Union speech, leav
ing at least some pro-family ad
vocates dissatisfied. 

Near the close of his nearly 
hour-long address, the president 
said the United States must 
"value the institution of mar
riage. " The 1996 Defense of 
Marriage Act "declares that one 
state may not redefine marriage 
for other states," Bush said. "Ac
tivist judges, however, have be
gun redefining marriage by 
court order, without regard for 
the will of the people and their 
elected representatives. 

"On an issue of such great 
consequence, the people's voice 
mu_st be heard," the president 
said. "If judges insist on forcing 
their ·arbitrary will upon the 
people, the only alternative left 
to the people would be the con
stitutional process. Our nation 
must defend the sanctity of 
marriage." 

Those comments were good 
but did not go far enough in 
combating the drive to legalize 
homosexual "marriage," South
ern Baptist ethics leader 
Richard Land said. 

"Those of-us who are pro-life, 
pro-family, pro-abstinence, pro
marriage, social conservatives 
should be 
grateful that 
we have a 
president who 
believes in and 
so strongly 
makes the case 
for our convic
tions in these 
areas " said 

' Land, pres i-
LAND 

dent of the Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission. "It must be 
said that we have not had an oc
cupant of the White House in a 
long time who would make the 
case as forcefully as he has on 
issues such as opposition to 
same-sex 'marriage.' 

"Having said that, I am dis
appointed, as I know many oth
er social conservatives are, that 
the president did not take the fi
nal step and come out 
foursquare in support of a feder
al marriage amendment that 
would enshrine marriage in the 
United States as only between a 
man and a woman," Land said. 
"He made the case for the neces
sity of an amendment, and I am 
puzzled as to why he didn't then 
- having diagnosed the prob
lem - prescribe the only reme
dy, a federal marriage amend
ment. I know tha.t millions of so
cial conservatives join me in 
hoping and praying that he doe.s 
so in the very near future." 

Tony Perkins, president of 
the F · 

na ional I s ate news 

Through baseball 
v ·lle n ti e shares C 

Baptist Press 

MULKEYTOWN, Ill. -
RA. Dickey is always amazed 
at the poverty he sees in 
Cuba. Many people don't wear 
shoes. Many eat their meals 
on dirt floors. 

But the Nashville native 
and Texas Rangers pitcher is 
even more shocked by the atti
tudes of the people who live in 
such wretched conditions. 

"When you gq down there 
you have a bunch of different 
emotions," said Dickey, who 
played collegiately at the Uni
versity of Tennessee. 

"The first that hits you is 
you start feeling sorry for the 
people. Once you get to know 
the people and see their atti
tude, you start to think that 
you might be missing some
thing because you have so 
much, but you don't have the 
love for other people and for 
God that these· people have. 
Then you start to feel sorry 

also desired more from Bush in 
his State of the Union address. 

More than two months ago, 
-the Massachusetts Supreme Ju
dicial Court "tossed a cultural 
time bomb into the public 
square" when it ruled a ban on 
same-sex "marriage" violated 

. the state constitution, Perkins 
said in a written release. "Dis
appointingly, [the president] 
promised to help the families of 
America - after the bomb _goes 
off and the damage is done. Now 
is the time, before the court of 
Massachusetts imposes same
sex 'marriage' on America, to 
protect the sacred and irreplace
able institution ofmarriage." 

Perkins added, "The families 
of America have consistently 
supported the president on both 
his foreign and domestic poli
cies. They have stood with him 
in his efforts of homeland secu
rity, and now they want the 
president to focus on the securi
ty of the American home by pro
tecting the institution of mar
riage." 

Other pro-family leaders, 
sueh as Charles Colson of Prison 
Fellowship and James Dobson of 
~ocus on the Family, applauded 
Bush's comments without ex
pressing disappointment. 0 

DOMA passed in 
Ohio Senate 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - The Ohio 
Senate passed a wide-sweeping 
ban on same-sex "marriage" 
Jan. 22, meaning that the state 
soo n could become the 38th 
state - a significant number 
- with a defense of marriage 
act. 

Before becoming law it must 
first pass the Ohio House -

. . 

for yourself ... 
Dickey just returned from 

his fourth mission trip in Cuba 
with Honoring the Father Min
istries, a network of baseball 
players who use the platform of 
baseball to talk about their 
faith in Jesus 
Christ. As part 
of the trip, 
Dickey and 
other players 
traveled 
around the 
country in a 
beaten-up old 
Volkswage~ DICKEY 
van, speaking 
to churches, distributing base
ball equipment, holding base
ball clinics, and playing the 
game with the locals. 

Dickey brought equipment 
donated by the Rangers, as 
well as equipment that pitcher 
Braden Looper had collected 
from the Florida Marlins and 
sent with Dickey. Fellow ma
jor league pitchers Jonathan 

ilar version - before going to 
Republican Gov. Bob Taft, who 
has indicated he would sign it 
upon legal review. 

Ohio's action has national 
implications for two reasons. 

First, its defense of marriage 
act is more far-reaching than 
those of most states. It bars the 
re_cognition of same-sex "mar
riage" but also bars the recogni
tion of Vermont-type civil 
unions as well as the extension 
of marriage benefits to the 
state's same-sex employees: 

But second - and perhaps 
more importantly- it means 
that more than three-fourths of 
the states soon may have some 
sort of protection against same
sex "marriage." A federal mar
riage amendment would require 
the ratification from three
fourths of the states. Before 
reaching the states, though, an 
amendment would require pas
sage by two-thirds of the U.S. 
House and Senate. 

The Ohio Senate approved 
the bill by a vote of 18-15. 

The bill states that marriage 
"may only be entered into by one 
man and one woman" but goes 
further by saying that such con-. 
tracts are "against the strong 
public policy of this state." 

It also states that the "recog
nition or extension by the state 
of the specific statutory bene
fits" of marriage to same-sex 
couples is illegal. Thus, partners 
of homosexual state employees 
would be ineligible for insurance 
benefits. 

Ohio state Sen . Jay Hot
tinger, a Republican, said the 
bill is necessary. 

"This is solely and clearly 
clarifying and protecting the de
finition of marriage between one 
man and one woman;" he said, 
according to the Associated 

• 

ri I· Cu 
Johnson and John Wasd 
also participated in the m 
sion trip. 

•Baseball is kind of the u 
versal language," Dickey 
.. It's been an awesome expe 
ence. A lot of people have cot 
to know the Lord that prol 
bly wouldn't have otherwise. 

Because Cuba is a comm 
nist country, Christians li 
Dickey often are lim\ted 
what the governme'f\t- ~11 1 

low them to do. Dickey h ·-
smuggled Bibles in Y-!1\h t 
baseball equipment so th 
won't be confiscated. 

Dickey's life has be• 
touched by what he has se 
in Cuba - how people w 
are so destitute are still cc 
tent with what they have. I 
a revelation that has made 
significant impact on his life 

Said Dickey: "You go ov 
there wanting to do good f 
other people, and you lea 
having been ministered to t 
most." 0- Tim Ellsworth 

Minnesota man 
wants donation 
thurth returned 

o4 

Associated Baptist Press 

~ 

WAsHINGTON - A 55-y· 
old Minnesota man is suing t 
cal ~urch l!Jecause it won't 1 
back a $126,000 donation 
made five years ago. 

Marcel Mager of Cloq' 
Minn., said he made the an( 
mous donation, nearly all 
lif~ savings, during a tim1 
emotional distress. His wife 
portedly had left him two wE 
prior and he thought giv 
money to the church would J 
ease his pain. 

But after five months of a 
depressants and counseli 
Mager said he asked for 
money back and leaders at 
Cloquet Gospel Tabern 
church said no. Apparently t 
already had used the money 

.new family ministry space. 
Mager then quietly lobt 

the church board anti p 
Richard Doebler for the mo 
to be returned. After ye 
passed without a resolution 
filed a lawsuit against 
church in 2002. The two si 
have been exchanging paJ 
work ever since, with no im 
diate legal end in sight. 

Richard Hammar, an eX] 
in church law and tax cod• 
Springfield, Mo. , said Ma 
might have a difficult time 
ting his money back in co· 
contending his only hope i, 
prove he was not of sound rr 
when he made the donation. 
that can be extremely diffic 
Hamm e r said, because e 
families of people with m 
permanent mental aiJme 
have failed to get large de 
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race offers 1 Hope for the Home' in response to need 
1y Lonnie Wilkey 
JrJptist and Reflector 

r: . 
• 

BOLDT - Ev;:q1g~list Jerry 
is still a firm believer in and advo

for traditional revivals, but he knew 
needed. something::~extra for those 

urches moving toward ''specialized 
!tveJnts." ' 

The traditional Su:nday-Wed:nesday 
are just not being held as ofte:n 

they once were, Drace observed. 
"'A :aumber of ch.urches are _having 

roe~caaJm· ~ea events in order to try to meet 
:m.eeds of their members," continued 

Hratce. who ent~red evangelism in 1975 
is ·a former president of the Confer

nee of Southern Baptist Evangelists. 
·so in ·1993 Drace wrote pastors across 

Southern Baptist Convention and 
sked them to answer the question, 
What is your greatest need as a pastor?" 

Drace said he expected answers such 
s "to see more souls saved." Instead, he 
~ntinued, the number one answer by far 

"how to minister to families in my 

''That sat me back on my heels," said 
:race, whose ministry, Jerry Drace 

'.van.!!IEms · Association, is based here. 
As a result of that survey of pastors, 

l;ta~~e began to develop and hone a con
<;>u.•~"' targeted especially for families. 
The end product is now known as 

for the Home," a weekend confer
flee geared to minister tQ the various 
[miJ.y ..structures within a church, -in-

' 

u:~t families, single parent families, sep
ated families , youth, college/car eer, 

r mnts- of teenagers, senior citizens, and 
idowsfwidowers. 

Drace observed that the purpose of 
ope for the Home is to "touch the head 
:1d heart, the spirit and soul, and to 
~~"' .... • · 4'-' facts with feelings. 

/EVANGELIST Jerry Drace of Humboldt 
and his wife, Becky, address needs of 
f-amilies through their "Hope for the 
Home" conferences. 

"No one is an expert on marriage ex
cept those who have never been married. 
No one is an expert on children except 
those who have none," Drace noted. 

He also added that there are no per
fect husbands or wives or perfect chil
dren. "But we do have a perfect Father, 
and we caU him God. H~ alone brings 
Hope for the Home. 

"Outside the salvation of the lost, I 
can think of no greater ministry than 
meeting the needs of families ," Drace 
said. 

He and his wife, Becky, have devel
oped a book with the same name, Hope 
for the Home, which they use in the 
weekend conferences. They are assisted 
by Ken and Lois Holland of Franklin, 
who also lead the music during the week
end. 

It is divided into eight chapters or ses
siOns. 

The first session offers 44 suggestions 
for husbands and wives to strengthen 
their marriage. 

The second session, entitled "Looking 
in t~e Rear View Mirror," is geared to
ward senior adults and looks at 10 char
acteristics of maturing and the myths of 
growing older. 

The third session is geared toward 
those currently divorced or are going 
through a divorce and is entitled "Picking 
up the Pieces." 

The fourth session, "Moving Through 
Motherhood" takes women from birth to 
the moment their son or daughter leaves 
home. 

D race holds a special session for 
teenagers entitled "Blessed, Blended, & 
Broken Families." He has each teen com:
plete a survey, then bases his conference 
on their respo~ses. 

Other sessions include: 
"Secure & Single" - a look at college 

and career life; 
"Women of Worship"- how women 

can have victory over the challenges of 
life· 

' "Proverbs for Men" - practical advice 
for husbands and fathers; and • 

''The Challenges of Parenting" - a 
look at the characteristics and challenges 
of children and teens. 

On Sunday morning of each confer
ence Drace preaches- a sermon geared to
ward dads. He concludes with an invita
tion and asks for husbands and wives to 
commit to establish a family altar in 
their homes and to have devotions at 
least five days a week. Responses to 
these invitations are very positive, Drace 
reported. 

The long-time evangelist has led ap
proximately 100 Hope for the Home 
conferences throughout th e United 
States and Scotland, including several 

in Tennessee, and two at his home 
church, Englewood in Jackson, where 
he recently concluded the second confer
ence. 

On the final evening of that confer
ence at Englewood Drace preached a ser
mon entitled "The Power of Prayer." Dur
ing the sermon he asked for all those who 
would commit to. begin the discipline of 
powerful praying to complete a pledge 
card and bring it to the altar and remain 
for a prayer of dedication. 

Paul Williams, pastor emeritus/pas
toral care at Englewood, said there were 
111 cards laid at the altar. "I have never 
seen such a response to the· call of prayer 
here at Englewood," Williams said. "This 
will truly have a tremendous impact Ol). 

our church," he added. 
Drace emphasized prayer is essential 

for a Christian home. "The only hope for 
the home is a daily walk with.God and it 
begins as parents model a powerful 
prayer life in front of their children," 
Drace said. 

Kentucky pastor Randall Pollock of 
Rockford Lane Baptist Church in 
Louisville, . also cited the effectiveness 
and need for the conference. 

"In all of my 25 years of pastoring I 
.have never had a meeting in our church 
which ministered more to me as a hus
band and father and to the families of my 
church than Hope for the Home." 

And while his Hope for the Home con
ferences now comprise about 70 ·percent 
of his engagements, Drace said tradition
al, evangelistic revivals are not relics of 
the past. 

"There will always be a need for tradi
tional revivals and I hope churches and· 
pastors never forsake that." 

For more information, call Drace a t 
(731) 784-0087 or go to his web site, 
www.HopefortheHome.org. 0 

retts serve needy people for 29 years in Knoxville ••• 
nued fr:om page 1 

e Narth American Mission 

Shirley's work during the 
,,uuuu•L.U..ll. Market was to meet 

th folks who had signed up for 
monthly visit to the clothing 

. ~Ollll. There they not only can 

.pt:un clothes, but also house
old items, books, toys, school 

plies, and toiletries. The 
,ems have been either donated 
r bought by the center. Its 
, .... , .. ., come from the association 

gjfts. . 
The Everetts have been 

elped for 28 years by Ruth 
th, program director of the · 

~nljer from 1976-92. Smith, a 
1ember of Gillespie Ave~ue . 
• aptist Chlilrch, Knoxville, con-
~ ....... ,.,.., to serve as a volunteer. 

Many people participating in 
he Commu
.ity Market 
poke to Tom 
:verett to 
hank him 
nd tell him 
vhat he had 
neant to 
hem. 

sponsor, but so maRy other im
migrant families do not, she said 
in good English. So she brings 
them here. And she must visit 
the center to help her five chil
dren, she added. When her fami
ly has clothes they are not using, 
she ships them to people she 
knows in the Ukraine. Many of 
those clothes came from the cen
ter, she said. 

"We really appreciate it. They 
help a lot of people," Shcher-, 
bachuk said. 

Volunteer Jean Hall of Gille
spie Avenue Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, has worked in the 
Community Market for 14 years 
since she retired. 

She ·recalled one time when 
she questioned Tom Everett 
about a person's ·r"ight to re
ceive something from the cen-

V e r a 
;hcherba
huk of the 
Jkraine has 
ived in the 
Jnited States 

seven 
·ears. Her 

had a 

RUTH SMITH, center, voluflteer who is retired pro
gr~m director of the center, gives a gift from the vol
unteers of the cenfer's Community Market to Tom 
and Shirley Everett on their retirement. Smith has 
served at the center for 28 years. 

ter because he was smoking a 
cigarette. 

She said Everett told her the 
workers of the center are here to 
do God's work, not ,to be God's 
judges. 

"Tom Everett has done a 
beautiful job here," Hall said. 

In addition to meeting physi
cal needs, last year 4 7 people 
made professions of faith at the 
center and the year before 55 
did. Last year 19,000 families 
were fed by the Community Mar
ket and 5,000 families received 
items from the clothing room. 

The center provides activities 
for all ages including a movie 
showing for children, Bible Club 
for children, tutori1llg, weight 

lifting for youth, Bible Club for 
youth, and chapel for adults . In 
the summer, activities increase 
with the help of summer mis-. . 
swnanes. 

Every Friday in the summer, 
Everett takes youth to the 
Smoky Mountain National Park 
for a outing including a hike and 
cookout. 

After 29 years, he will miss it, 
he said. 

He has led the activity be
cause he remembers how his vi-

. sion was restricted by the com
munity. "I want them to see 
that there is a big, wide, won
derful world out there," ·said 
Everett. 

"Jesus said anything you de 

to help that part of your society 
that is considered insignificant, 
then you're helping me," Evere.tt 
said. ''That keeps me g'oing 
many times. 

"I keep waiting for Christians 
to say, raise my taxes if I can 
help somebody." Yet, he was 
quick to add he realizes poverty 
is a complex issue. 

"God didn't call me to be a po
liceman. We' ll be fa ithful t o 
what God has called us to do and 
that other, that's betweert them 
and God . 

"There's no single answer [for 
poverty]. Because I'm aware of 
that, that keeps me froin qeing 
discquraged. It's been. a wonder
ful experience." 0 

TOM AND SHIRLEY 'eVERETT, center of first full row, sit with some of the volunteers and staff members of 
the Western Heights Baptist Center following a recent Community Market. 
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Kudos to 1ifeWay for lceeping tlte sa••atlt ltoly 

By Lonnie Wilkey, e ditor 

I know I am getting old when 
I start telling "when I was a kid" 
stories, but bear with me. 

I can r e me mber the days 
when the vast majority of people 
went home after church on Sun
day or went to grandma 's for 
lunch. 

Very few people went out uto 
eat" becaus e very few places 
were open on Sunday in South 
Carolina. 

Nor did church members flock 

to Wal-Mart, K-Mart, or any oth
er department store to spend the 
afternoon becau se those stores 
were closed a s we ll. Very few 
grocery stores were open. 

In fact there were laws in 
South Carolina which prohibited 
such s tores from opening. Those 
laws have long since been re
pealed. 

My grandmother was a firm 
believer in keeping the Sabbath 
day holy and she also read the 
verses about the Lord resting. 

To this day, my con science 
will not allow me to mow grass 
or fish on Sundays (after church 
service) because of "Mom's" in
fluence. I probably will have 
some hard explaining to do, how
ever, when I get to heaven and 
have to explain to her why I oc-

ca sionally played golf on Sun
days (after church). 

Preachers us ed to preach 
about keeping the Sabbath holy. 
I remember an evangelist in the 
early 1980s preaching agains t 
people going out to lunch on 
Sundays because, to paraphrase, 
"if we di dn ' t frequent those 
restaurants, they would have to 
close and the employees could be 
in church on Sunday." He had a 
point. 

The truth is, however , the sit
uation has only gotten worse in 
the years since. Very few restau
rants close on Sunday. The only 
notable exception I can think of 
is Chick-fil-A. 

In fact, other than some 
"mom and pop businesses" most 
every kind of retail store is open 

these da,•s on Sunday. • • 

One business. however. hns 
taken a stand and refused to 
bow to pressure brought on by a 
competitor. LifeWay Christian 
Stores has remained steadfast in 
its pledge to not open on Sunday 
(see story on page 10) despite 
the fact th at an other national 
Christian bookstore has said it 
will open from 12-5 p.m. on the 
Lord's Day. 

We need to thank and com
mend LifeWay officials for tak
ing this stand. It would be easy 
for Life Way to say they need to 
open on Sundays because other 
Christian bookstores are. 

We need to remember that 
. it' s not just the secular world 
that "breaks the Sabbath." 

Too many Bapt ists and 

Chrh.tinn:-. m~ :-df mduded, ar 
guilty of l>h'l\king tlh. commnnc 
mt"nt to rt"lut mbttr tht sabbot, 
da). t o kt•t•p 1t lw/_, \Exodu 
20: ... ). 

orne churc:h ·~ an.• guilty 
.. domg too much .. on .. undO) . To 
often churches ~tnck Ctlmmitte 
meeting~ nnd <''ents on top c 
each othet· on undny"$, lit mil 
k eepi n g ~ ome member~ a 
church prn<'ticolly all day. 

While those meetings o 
events m ay be important, no 
everything done nt chu"PCh o 
Sundays can n ecess~ri.l'y b 
deemed as "holy." -

We need to reclaim th: Sat 
bath as a ''h oly'' day. And. it hms 
first begin with us . 

LifeWay did its part. Let's d 
ours! CJ 

Regrettably, thiS 'pig in a poke' can't be put back 
heat 
aJ.k 

By James Porch 

As you read these lines, Ten
nessee will be in the inaugural 
stage of its first statewide lot-. . 
tery. 

During the heated days of the 
campaign against the lottery, I 
likened the legalizing' of gam
bling in the Volunteer state to, 
''Buying a pig in a poke." This 
phrase possibly unknown to a 
younger generation refers to the 

Likes writer 
Just wanted to let you know 

how much I enjoy r eading the 
Baptist and Reflector. I appreci
ate comments on current events. 

I also appreciate good articles 
written by people like my friend 
Johnnie Godwin. I sure hope he 
will be writing columns in the 
future. He gets his point across 
with humor as well as wisdom: I 
enjoy that. 

Thanks again for a fine news
paper! 

Billie Foster 
Goodlettsville 37072 

Don't sever ties 
At the June meeting of the 

SBC in Indianapolis, Southern 
Baptists will be asked to do 
something that is, in my opinion, 
harmful to our witness as believ
ers. The messengers wi ll be 
asked by a segment of the lead
ership to sever ties with the 
Baptist World Alliance. 

This we should not, and must 
not, do. There is simply no com
pelling theological reason to act 
in such a disintegrating man
ner. Baptists around the world 
have a witness to bear and if we 
vote to sever ties we vote to tell 
the world that political agendas 
are more important than pro
claiming the gos.pel. The claim 
by the SBC committee report 
that the BWA is theologically 

unwise practice of purchasing a 
pig sight unseen . Such a practice 
quite often resulted in the star
tling surprises including a sick 
pig or even a dead hog. 

Now, the pig h as been pur
chased and the sack is open and 
spilling out. I wonder what dis
coveries are in store for us. 

Originally, the expectation 
and understanding of the lottery 
proposal by r ank and file Ten
nesseans focused on 'the limited 
activi t y of simply purchasing 
tickets, awaiting prizes, and "ad
vancing the cause of education" 
to enable a multi t ude of stu
dents to attend college and vast
ly improve other areas of public 
education. 

errant is simply wrong. . 
_Ba ptis t s in Europe are , if 

a nything, even more conserva
tive than American Southern 
Baptists! Further, the German 
theologian who is cited in the 
SBC committee's st atement has 
replied to the accusations made 
against him by saying, ''What is 
being presented as a direct quote 
i s neither my language, nor 
could I identify with su ch a 
statement which I would dismiss 
a s theological trash ." 

With that in mind, I hope and 
pray that messengers, especially 
from Tennessee, will vote to con
tinue cooperation with the BWA 
because the world, at this time, 
needs us to be unified in preach
ing the love of Christ. 

J im West, pastor · 
Petros Baptist Church 

Petros 37845 

Need each other 
Thank you for your editorial 

concerning the SBC's withdraw
al from the Ba ptis t World Al
liance. This action will severely 
hurt the BWA and its other 210 
conventions. SBC executives 
have dozen s of letters from 
world Baptist leaders, pleading 
for reconsideration. 

We must not be misled about 
the cause for the withdrawal. 
SBC fundamentalist leaders con
tend that it has to do with theol
ogy, polity, or influence. 

During the implementation 
period here in lottery wonder 
land, the professional s h ave 
bombarded the clientele of the 
state with announcements of 
enormous sala ries, legalizing 
more and additional ways to 
gamble, a nd debate over who 
will qualify for scholarships 
while .awakening to the realiza
tion of how small a portion of the 
money will ever benefit educa
tion. Time will tell. 

Therefore, I pose an in
escapable question for the people 
of Tennessee and especially our 
Baptist people . Have we now 
discovered we have released a 
monster out of the sack and "he 
ain't gonna go back in?" Current-

ly Baptists, even those who vot-
• 

ed for the lottery, must attend to 
the challenge of learning to live 
with the horrible m e n ace of 
gambling. 

A few suggestiens: 
Local Churches- Beware of 

the growing pressures to label 
the lottery as a fun game non
victim activity. This trend has 
already sadly begun. 

Parents - What example will 
you set ? A n ew temptation 
abounds. Even limited indul
gence by parents ·can lead chil
dren and youth to the conclusion 
that gambling is okay. This lot
tery is gambling. There's no 
doubt about-it. 

Pastors - Gambling will now 

be blatantly with us along side c 
other sins. The gambling menac 
will grow day by day. Satan no' 
has a new arrow in the quive1 
This is no time to be fainthear 
ed. God blesses His Word, an1: 
our people need more than eve 
to be reminded of the many-face~ 
harms of gambling. The battl 
fot· or against the lottery is ovet 
Now, the statewide perennia 
and continuous co nflict witl 
gambling will be waged. 

This is a time when we· nee• 
the migijly power of God to as 
sist us in dealing with this men ... . 
ace through our soc1ety. Ma: 
God help 1iB,. CJ - Porch is exect.J 
tive director/treasurer of the Tel') 
nessee ;japtist ~oovention . 

I e t t-e r s t <» t h e e d i· t o r 

The truth is that the SBC is 
withdrawing from BWA because 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellow
ship has been voted into mem
bership . The hate m entality 
which SBC leaders have consis
tently demonstrated against 
CBF is the one and only reason 
for this divorce. SBC leaders re
peatedly told BWA leadership "if 
they (CBF) are in, we (SBC) are 
out." A small number of South
ern Baptists (less than 1/2 of 1 
percent) will rubber stamp the 
decision at the convention'. What 
current SBC leaders cannot con
trol, they apparently will not 
support, (the Baptist Joint Com
mittee, the European Baptis t 
Seminary, the Washington, DC 
convention, and now BWA). 

For 99 years t h e SBC ha.s 
been the "five-hundred-pound 
gorilla" in BWA. The SBC i s 
larger, and has more resources 
than any of t he other 210 con
ventions, many of which are lo
cated in third-world countries. 
Many are the result of SBC mis
s ionary work. Historically, the 
SBC has provided about 25 per
cent of the BWA's meager bud
get and provide d much of its 
leadership. 

BWA will continue to offer 
the world's Baptists help in 
evangelism missions, training, 
religious freedom, peacemaking, 
unity, fellowship and, in times of 
crisis, food a_nd clothing. The 

BW A can· help reach people for 
Christ that no other entity can. 
Is that not our ultimate goal? 

May God burden SBC church
es a nd individuals to support 
and pray for the BWA a nd its 
me:Qlber bodies. BWA needs the 
SBC and someday, God willing, 
SBC leadership will realize how 
very much we need the BW A. 

J immy Edwards 
Brentwood 37027 

Keep relationship 
A decision by the SBC Execu

tive Committee to recommend 
that the SBC withdraw complete 
funding support for the Baptist 
World Alliance (BWA) would be 
t ragic. Should that happen, my 
prayer is that convention mes
sengers will vote it down and re
store full support. 

His torically, Southern Bap
tists have placed high emphasis 
on the absolute authority of the 
Bible, evangelism/missions, local 
church autonomy, the priesthood 
of al~ believers, religious liberty, 
and the separation of church and 
state. We have celebrated our 
"unity in diversity" and have re
spected differences of opinion on 
issues that were subject to inter
pretation. These same kinds of 
Baptists make up the member 
bodies of the BWA 

The BW A is a beautiful exam
ple of global Baptist witness and 

cooperation. It has modeled se~ 
vant l~adership in its service t 
Baptis t bodies now numberin1 
above 200. I have been personal 
ly involved in the BWA for man. 
years, serving on the Gener 
Council, commissions, and com 
mittees. Charges that the BW J 
is influenced by liberalism ar 
patently false. Baptists may di 
agree on cer tain issues like ttl• 
ordi n ation of women or OJ 

methodology, but we do not di 
agree on essential doctrines. 

SBC messen gers shoulc 
prayerfully ask: How will thi 
decision impact global goape 
witness? WP.a t diffi culties wil 
this create for missionaries tha 
relate to national Baptist bodiei 
(conventions)? Do we realize hov 

· much of our witness to the worlc 
will be harmed because we can 
not work together? 

What would Jesus thin) 
about this as a response to Hi1 
prayer that they may all be om 
... so that the world may beUeVc 
(J ohn 17:21)? Why sh ould th• 
global Baptist family be furthe 
fragmented? Why sho uld w• 
have to reinvent the wheel by es 
tablishing another global Bap 
tist feJJowship? 

I plead with fellow Southen 
Baptists to keep our historic re 
lationship with the BWA ir 
place. 
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"TBVMN Update" 

The 2@(i)4 Spring Simult~;~
leotlS Revi:Vals will be held 

' 
19-27 in Rio de 

Brazil. This year's 
,ro1ect calls for 20 teams of 
~~pie for personal evan

·~nsm and revival services 

,,.,. ... ing offered 
volunteers 

r "TBVMN Update" 

Four more Volunteer Mis
Training events will be 

ld foi 2004, according to 
m Huff, TBC Volunteer Mis
•ns·specialist. 
Cross--Cultural Training is 
· those teams who will serve 
another culture. Serving in 
other culture is a special 
' tssing, but it does present 

;¢rum challenges to the vol
ilieE~r. In cooperation with 

)n.._ ... ,._ ... .~, the TBC offers spe
training for volunteers in 

w to minister to another cul
re. This_ training is invalu-
le to the preparation of the 
llll. Take advantage of this 

t opportunity for $15 per 

Team Leader Training is 
signed specifically for those 
10 lead teams, but is also of

for those who are going 
,J~~ or leading a group. 
:am Leader Training is $15 

participant. 

:ro.ss-lt:ultural Training 
Mar0h 26-27 Knox County 
Baptist Association, 
Knaxville 
April 23-24 Cherry Road 
Baptist Church, Memphis 
Oct. 8-9 Stevens Street Bap
tist Church, Cookeville 

. 
Team Leader Training 
Sept. 24-25 Knox County 
Baptist Association, 
Knoxville 

Please register at least two 
eeks prior to the events, by 
~ntacting Heather Wilson, 
BC Volunteer Missions min
try assistant, at l-800-558-
~90 ext. 2061, or email her at 
Nilson@tn:baptist.org. Q 

-. . ';{ 
. 
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Volunteer Missions T e am, TBC; P.O . Box 728, Brentwoo d , TN 37024; Phone- {6 t 5) 371-202 1; 
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TBF gives $25,000 to Canadian convention 
By Marcia Kr:~ox 
For "TBVMN Update" -

BRENTWOO"D - Tlie '.('en
nessee Baptist Foundation re
cently awarded $25,000 to the 
Canadian Convention of 
Southern Baptists to help with 
construction on an 11,000 
square foot, two level addition 
to their national headquarters 
in Cochrane, Alberta. 

The new addition will house 
a Missionary Housing/Ministry 
Center, which adjoins the ex'
isting Canadian building. The 
construction began in June 
2003 and is expected to be 
completed in the_ summer of 
2004~ 

Several Tennessee construc
tion teams have worked on the 
building, which will house nu
merous meetings, seminars, 
and conferences as well as the 
volunteer teams that come to 
minister in Canada. 

"Tennessee Baptists have 
recently graced the lives and 
ministry of Canadian Southern 
Baptists," said D.K Hale, 
CCSB National Partnerships/ 
Volunteer consultant. "For 
over eight years, the partner
ship between Canada and Ten
nessee has ~esulted in many 
blessings for our. convention, 
associations, churches, fami
lies, and individuals. Before 

Brentwoo d 
By Marcia Knox 
For "TBVMN Update" 

BRENTWOOD - When a 
30-member Brentwood Baptist 
Church medical team worked in 
2003 in Rio de Janeiro, some of 
the team members' first 
thoughts were to visit a baby 
boy who captured their hearts 
at their 2002 clinic in Rio's das 
Pedras (River of Rocks). 

The thriv.ing baby Jonathas 
Da Silva remains one of Sharon 
Fairchild's faYQrite stories from 
2003. Fairchild is an IMB mis
sionary to Brazil. She said 
God's miracle is still evident in 
the child's life and in the life
saving medicine continuing to 
be sent by a Tennessee volun
teer in the United States. 

Besides ministering to the 
baby, other Brentwood Church 

. medical team members worked 
Oct. 20-24 in their specialty 
areas to help the residents in 
the River of Roc:Ks slum receive 
expert medicai care at the com
munity ceBter. Includ.ed in the 
specialty. areas were an obstet
ric nmse whe helped an IMB . 
missionary couple who suffered 

Christmas, tl~e Foundation 
provided a grant towards the 
Canada Mi$sion House and 
Ministry Centre." 

''Only the Lord knows how 
extremely thankful I am for 
the personal encouragement of 
TBC staff, James Porch; Exec
utive director-treasurer; Tim 
Bearden, Missions Mobiliza
tion Group leader; Kim Huff 
and Lloyd Blackwell, both Vol
unteer Mission specialists. The 
ministry specialists and the as
sistants at the TBC office have 
also been supportive." 

According to Gary Coltharp, 
TBF executive vice president, 
this grant to the Canadian 
Convention is one of the 
largest grants ever given by 
the Foundation. 

The grant was awarded 
from the Foundation's Special 
Project Fund, which has been 
funded from bequests to the 
Foundation by Tennessee Bap
tists across the years. Guide
lines for receiving a Special 
Project Grant include unique, 
first-time projects or ministries 
for entities in partnership with 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
· "The Canadian Convention 
is in partnership with the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention and 
the addition to the .building 
was for a new facility, so the 
request was within the guide-

lines," said 
Coltharp. 
"Formal ap
plication 
was made 
for the grant 
by Hale." 

The 
Foundation 
trustees met 
in December 
2003 and 
voted to ap
prove the 
grant for 

THE MISSIONARY HOUSING/Ministry Center of 
the Canadian conventiorr is located in Cochrane,· 
near Calgary. 

$25,000. This money was used 
by the Canadians for a portion 
of the $75,00Q heating system 
cost. 

"Now the heating syste:r:n is 
up and running," said 
Coltharp. "The Canadians 
have expressed sincere grati
tude for the grant." 

Hale added, "How can I 
thank the Foundation Board 
for the grant to us? With all of 
my being, I can simply say, 
'thank you, each and every 
person who is a pa.rt of the 
TBC!'" 

According to Hale, the funds 
were used to purchase and in
stall the ductwork for the heat
ing system. Shortly after re
ceiving the money, the Canadi
ans were able to get the warm 
air blowing. This meant that 
the Canadians could continue 

to do some work through the 
winter. 

"The Foundation serves as 
the steward for funds given by 
Tennessee Baptists," added 
Coltharp. "Grants are made 
possible by Tennessee Baptists 
from unrestricted funds given 
primarily through last -yzills 
and testaments. 

"The Foundation has award
ed Special Project Grants for 
kingdom work and to develop a 
scholarship fund for Tennessee 
Baptist students. Since its es
tablishment in 1995 Special 
Project Grants have totaled 
over $656,000 for such proj
ects." 

The Canadian building ad
dition is coming along with the 
outside almost finished except 
for concrete pads, handicap 
- See TBF, page 6 

e nds an Iter 111edlc I tea to .Rio 
the loss their unborn 
child, and an op
tometrist who over
saw the eye team. 

While another 
team member, who 
served in 2002 on 
the eye team, 
switched her role in 
2003 to the evange
lism team so she 
could spend more 
time with the people. 

Sl:m'ounded by 
high grasses and 
murky water, the 
River of Rocks is a· 
slum that has been 
reclaimed from 
marshlands by the 
Brazilian govern
ment carrying truck

JAN WHITEHURST, left, and Gene Harman, right, of Brentwood Baptist 
Church, Brentwood, test a man's vision with help from a translator in the eye 
clinic offered by the church in Rio. 

loads of concrete blocks and
dumping it in the area. IMB 
missionaries warn mission 
tean;1s not to wandel' in the high 
grasses that contain snakes and 
other unfriendly animals. 

The 2003 medical team 
worked out of a new church 
plant called the Second BaJ?tist 
Church of the River of Rocks in 
a commrmity center. The health 

care workers treated over 1,000 
patients in the community cen
ter clinic, which included 732 in 
eye clinic, 358 adults in the 
medical clinic, 590 children in 
the pediatric clinic, 1,015 chil
dren with fluoride treatments, 
and gave out 2,880 prescrip
tions. Besides the medical work
ers, there was also an evange
lism team made up of 5 people. 

The baby's home was located 
across the street from the com
munity center where the week
long clinic was held. 

Jonathas was the month-old 
baby in 2002 that the Brent
wood team rallied around to 
help diagnosis and supply the 
medicine for his rare adrenal 
gland disease. 
- See Brentwood, page 6 
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Prayerwalking makes a difference: TBC staff membe 
By Marcia Knox prayerwalked the community ofChapel. now reportingrenew~d interest in On Oct. ~1, the te_nm~ fina:'ht:d up 
For ''TBVMN Update" Hill with her church, Smyrna Baptist prayer events for their church. prayerwalking the ~It) hnut~ ~~d 

Church. '-The homeowners may come The Smyrna Church team prayer- reached 2 hO\l'S s m a :-.ubdt\'1$\01'\ wnt 
BRENTWOOD - They are just home aft;er having a bad day at work and walked Wapello, Iowa, Aprilll-18, 2003, 9 workers while working \Vtth informu-

pieces of paper that hang on a door knob 
that say a Tennessee Baptist Church 
prayerwalking team prayed at your 
home today, but the door hangers actual
ly show someone cares about them, ac
cording to a Tennessee Baptist employ-

find a church flyer on the door knob and where they prayed v.rith Solid Rock Bap- tion from the Chamber of ommet"Ct' fot 
know people care." tist Church, which is relocating and Marshall County. 

Not only does prayerwalking work for building a new building. The team also .. Since we\·e done praycrwalking in 
the homeowner, it also works well for prayerwalked four other communities. Chapel Hill. it h as made us more open t 
the prayerwalkers, according to Powers. Besides Powers, the 7-member team speak to people and invite them to 
"Prayerwalking can make someone's day from Smyrna Church consisted of JeiTy church .'' 
brighter and make them forget about Hicks, Brenda Jorgensen, David, Toni, According to Powe1·s, prnyenvalking ee. 

"People just need to know that some
body cares for them," said Barbara Pow
ers, TBC Accounting Services general 
services accountant, who recently 

their problems and pray for others." Emily and Elinore Thibodeaux. David is something anybody can do. In fact. or 
Prayerwalking across Tennessee is an Thibodeaux is the music minister . church member who has a degencQltiv 

product of the TBC Prayer Strategies in- "After we got back from Iowa, three of bone disease drove through the neiwh~ 
tercessors, according to Don Pierson, us who also serve on the church's mis- borboods in h er car and prayed With th( 

TBC Prayer Strategies spe- sions committee bad a strong burden for teams. The teams shared on Sunda-y, 
cialist. our state and so did the other people on Oct. 12, in the morning service about th 

"Prayers ofprayerwalk- the committee," said Powers. "We all de- results oftheir prayerwalk. 
ers on-site create insight," cided to pray for our hometown of Powers said the prayerwalking in 
said Pierson, who teaches Chapel Hill. Since the Mayor of Chapel Iowa and the Holy Sprit had inspired 
courses in prayerwalking. Hill is also on the missions committee, Smyrna Church to care more about thei 

bAPT£ST -

"It's one thing to sit in a of- we were able to get maps of Chapel Hill. community. 
fice and pray for someone Then we made a plan to prayerwalk the A prayerwalking training session 
in the hospital over the entire community of Chapel Hill during will be offered during t he Great Com-
phone. It's another thing to Saturday morning sessions in October in mission Prayer Conference to be held 
go to the hospital and pray "' 2003." Feb. 20-21, 2004, at Englewood Baptisl 
with them." On Oct. 4, Smyrna Church teams had a Church, Jackson . The Great Commis-

Powers was also a mem- morning prayerwalking session where 32 sion Prayer Conference (GCPC) is fund 
her of a church team that adults and children attended. Every one ed by the Cooperative Program . In ad(l 

PRAYERWALKERS in Iowa were, from left, Barbara 
. Powers, Jerry Hicks, Brenda Jorgensen, and Elinore, 

Toni, Emily, and David Thibodeaux. 

prayerwalked during the who attended was given a map of Chapel tion to the GCPC, September 2004 has 
Iowa Prayer Blitz in April Hill. After lunch, 16 people came back been set as the Statewide Prayer Satu· 
2003. Smyrna Church is from 1-4 p.m. to finish up the session. ration Month. 0 

... 

- . 

Brenftllfood sends anotller 111edicaf teant to Rio ••• 
- Continued from page 5 

Raja O'Brien, team leader 
and nurse, and her husband 
Kevin, a kidney spe.cialist in the 
Nashville area, believe the baby 
survived and thrived because 
the baby was blessed by God 
with the correct diagnosis and 
that God has a pJan for the ba
by's life. 

In 2002 when the team saw 
the baby, he had been turned 
away from several Rio hospitals 
because the hospitals consid
ered him not worth saving. 
Eventually he was admitted to 
the University Teaching Hospi
tal, which was the only hospital 
with facilities to diagnose his 
problem and begin treatment. 

"We were told that the baby 
was within 24-bours of death · 
when we saw him in the line in 
2002," said Raja O'Brien. "Even 
his sodium level h ad dropped to 
106 and 109 is incompatible 
with life in the medical text
books." 

Finding the baby thriving 
in 2003, Kevin O'Brien gave 
J onath as' mother a letter that 
he wrote which assured 
Jonathas that God had a plan 
for his life and that "one day 

the infant would grow up and 
do great things for his people." 

"Jonathas' story is one of 
hope and faith since everyone in 
his family has now been saved 
since the last mission trip," 
Raja O'Brien added. 

The same Nashville nurse 
who had recognized the warn
ing signs in 2002 in baby 
Jonathas was also instrumental 
in ministering to an IMB mis
sionary family in 2003 during 
the mission trip. 

Laurie Parrish, who is a 
Nashville labor and delivery 
nurse and .a high-risk obstetrics 
nurse, was called into a crisis 
situation when IMB missionar
ies to Brazil, Eric and Ramona 
Reese-, lost their unborn baby 
during the seventh month. Par
rish bad met the couple in Rio 
when the Brentwood Church 
team previously served. 

When Parrish went to the 
community center clinic Oct. 22, 
she was immediate!~ taken to 
the Reeses doctor's office to sup
port them. Their baby's heart
beat had stopped, and the 
Reeses had been sent to their 
doctor's office from the emer
gency room of the local hospital. 

. Parrish was a support for 
the family as she asked the doc
tor questions and served as a 
se<!ond opinion. "I was praying 
the whole time for a visible 
cause of death for the family," 
she said. "The family was so 
distraught." · 

Parrish was able to support 
Ramona Reese by accompany
ing her into an emergency C-

- section surgery at a local hospi- ' 
tal. Parrish felt that this was a 
blessing, because Rio hospitals 
never let anyone in surgery who 
does not work there, and espe
cially Americans are not per
mitted in surgezy. The baby 
who had died from complica
tions during the pregnancy was 
later buried. 

Another health care special
ist, a Nashville optometrist, 
was able to trouble shoot for 
problems in the eye clinic. 

"It's amazing to me that 30 
people can come together on a 
mission trip and develop a real 
strong bond," optometrist Gene 
Harman added. "They can be 
exposed to a trip with such a 
spiritual uplifting experience. 
At the same time they can have 
an emotionally gauging ex.peri-

TBF gives $25,000 to Ca nadia n convention ••• 
- Continued from page 5 
ramp) and around 625 sq. ft. of 
decks, landscaping, and paving 
area. 

Plans call for a two-bedroom 
caretakers suite with 10 other 
bedrooms with a total capacity 
of beds for 58 people. There is 
also allowance for 12 people to 
sleep on air matttesses and 
sleeping bags. 

"We have a laundry room 
that will have two large capaci
ty washers and three large ca
pacity dryers," said Hale. "The 
kitchen will be called a 'warm 
up kitchen' with 2 ranges with 
hoods, a deep freeze, cooler, and 
icemaker." 

It will have a chapel, as
sembly room, dining area for 
90 people that faces the 

Rocky Mountain s. There is 
also an office, s torage, three 
internet cubicles, two handi
cap accessible rooms, a hand
icap lift, and a coat and boot 
room. 

"Around 90 percent of the 
rough plumbing, electrical, wa
ter and sewer work is done. 
About 80 percent of the insula
tion and vapor barrier and heat-

ence, because of so much that 
they have been graced by in 
their lives." 

Barbara Oldham, TBC recep
tiqnist, who also served in 2002 
with Brentwood Church on the 
eye team, remembered that h er 
contact with people was limited. 
In 2003, Oldham decided to be a 
more active part of the spiritual 
aspect of the work which in 
2002 resulted in 367 people 
making spiritual decisions. 

!'The Rio people were open to 
the gospel," said Oldham. "They 
are generally interested and 
want to know Jesus. They are 
open, because they are offered 
hope, and there is no other hope 
but Jesus." 

According to Oldham, who 
worked outside in the line for 
t he clinic and also visited in 
homes, several people were pre
sented the gospel or were 
prayed for by the evangelism 
team. 

Oldham, along with her in
terpreter, visited homes on 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

One family sent someone to 
take Oldham to a home where 
she shared the EvangeCube 
with a lady, her daughter, and . 

ing system should be finished 
by Feb. 1. The showers and tubs 
are roughed in, and the outside 
siding, windows, and doors are 
in place," said Hale. 

Areas to be finished are up 
and down stairs sheet rock; cab
inets and furniture; inside paint 
and painting; decks (a Ten
nessee team is scheduled 3rd 
week of June); concrete slabs by 

two men. 
Oldham found out through . .. 

the mterpreter that the womar 
Anna, was a ehristian who hat 
been out of ,thurch for a while. 
Oldham shared the gospel witt 
the fa)llily. A.wa.a asked her to 
pray for their needs, that she 
would return to Bible study, 
and that a church would contac 
the family. The two men also 
accepted Chris t. 

Other teain members notice• 
~ 

the emotionally gauging experi 
ence including Allison Scott, ar 
auditor in Nashville who also 
worked on the eyeglass team. 

"The last day of the clinic's 
operation ended in an emotiom 
time of prayer and praise in 
Portuguese, led by the pastor o 
the church that is to be built in 
Rio das Pedras," Scott said. 

"Leaving the slum that day 
brought many tears to the eyes 
of..both the medical team mem
bers as well as the Brazilians. 
The relationships formed 'amo 
them, bound by God's love 
alone, were relationships that 
cannot be described in words. It 
is an experience that one can 
only be fully understood throug 
the experience itself." 0 

2 entrances, handicap ramp, 
sidewalks, a pad for a prayer 
and meditation gazebo; tiles, 
linoleum , carpets; and landscaJ 
ing and paving. 

Teams interested in projects 
to complete the Canadian addi· 
tion are a~:tked to contact: Black 
well at 1-800-558-2090 f•Xt. 

7927 or email him at lblack
,.,.eJJ@tnbapti.st.org . .:1 



In Rio de .Janeiro, people see 
,...,~'U'Pr!'l answev~d before people 

praying, according to a 
:enne:sse~e Baptist volunteer, 
rho was part of a 25-member 
:erulll from Ce~tral Baptist As
ociation, McMinnville, during 
ne Simultaneous Revivals. 

"When anybody goes on a 
rission trip outside the US, it 

them out of their comfort 
l: because they have to rely 
i God and prayer," said Wayne 
'Q1I itJ.C}(SC:>Jn, a deacon at Northside 
t~ra.ptJ.:st Church, McMinnviU~, 

his s~eond trip to Rio. 
eu nm. out of excuses in Rio 
not witnessing that you nor

LCU.LJ use at home. In Rio, you 
~e prayers answered before 

Tennessee Baptist Volunteer Missions Network UPDATE 

• • ommtfments 
you begin praying." 

Dickson was one of sev-
-· eral Central Association 

members who got o_ut of 
their collifort zones and 
have been called to min
istry, according to Central 
Association director of mis
sions Roger Stacy. 

tened to every word, and 
then the spiritist gave hi~ 
heart to Jesus." 

According to Stacy, God 
used this trip to give Dick
son an opportunity to also 
preach in a home. 

The Ce:ntral Association 
team was made up of dea
cons and SuBday School 
teachers who preached Aug. 
6-10 in Rio churches, along 
with three teenagers and 
three college students, and 
others'who did VBS and 
home visits. 

Over the years, the num
ber of volunteers to Rio 

'Wayn~ shared with me 
that God was speaking to 
him about. the ministry," 
added Stacy. ''He is now 
sensing that perhaps God ' 
may be calling hi~ into 
ministry, and he is pursu
ing God's will in the mat
ter." 

Another Rio veteran on 
his seventh trip was Earl 
Barr, a deacon from First 

PREPARING TO witness in Rio are, from 
left, Jamie Dowdy of First Baptist Church, 
McMinnville; Wayne Dickson of Northside 
Baptist Church, McMinnville; Roger Stacy, 
director of missions, Central Baptist Asso
ciation; and a Baptist man of Rio. Baptist Church of Morri

son, who visited with a young 
man who had been shot 11 
times with a submachine gun 
in his legs and abdomen and 
was recuperat ing at his home. 
Barr shared the gospel with · 
him. 

from Central Association has 
grown from four in 1988 to 25 in 
2003, Stacy added. 

First Baptist Church of 
Camorim is the mother church 
of New Horizon Mission Church 
in the J acarepagua area where 
Central Association volunteers 
worked. Central Association has 
a long-term partnership with 
the Jacarepagua Baptist Associ
ation where they visited in 2003 

in seven churches and missions 
and homes. The association 
team also participated in a VBS 
at New Horizon Mission . 

While Stacy and Dickson 
were working at First Church of 
Camorim, they also entered a 
home of a spiritist. "I asked 
Wayne to share with the man, 
and I translated," shared Stacy. 
''When Wayne shared Christ 
with this man, the spiritist lis-

"I told him God had a pur
pose for his life, since he was 
still alive and apparently in no 
pain," said Barr, who was on a 
Bandeirantes Baptist Church 

visit. "Since the young man.had 
a turnaround in his condition, 
God had to be in it." 

In addition to the recorded 
salvations by the team, Barr 
also noted the openness of the 
Rio people to reading tracts, 
which is an unlikely possibility 
in America. 

"Those people actually read 
the tracts that you give them in 
Rio. Someone hollered at us to 
find out where the church was 
located, and it was a church 
where 89 people worship above 
an apartment. Our interpreter · ,. 
told them how to find the 
church." 

Volunteers will h ave another 
evangelism opportunity during 
the 2004 Spring Simultaneous · 
• 
Revivals to be h eld April 19-27 
in Rio. See article on page 5. 

The Cooperative Program 
made the partn ership between 
Rio de Janeiro and Tennessee 
possible, according to Kim Huff, 
TBC Volunteer Missions sp~
cialist. 'Without the Coopera
tive Program funding Ten
nessee Baptist partnerships 
would not exist," she sai~. 0 

'ssOciation---.to consider strategic prayer FBC, Columbia, serves in Rio 
y 'Marcia Knox 

"TB\ZMN Update" 

ALCOA - Chilhowee Baptist 
.e. 3sociation will hold a Strategic 

Day on Saturday, April 
' 2004, according to their di

of missions Jim Snyder. 
association-wide 

•nts are planned April 17 in
~P.Ui~ng Personal P:tiayers at ear

morning; Chmch Prayer 
t:C1JMi1>:>"" at mid-morning; 

1onrm1llnlty Prayerwalk at late 
!Orning; Strategic Prayer 
oints at Chilhowee .Associa-
onal and Community Min
tries in the afternoon; and a 
oncert of Prayer in the 
remng. 

Chilhowee Associational and 
ommunity Ministries strategic 

, ,,.~'""'~ points include: Camp 
ipton, Maryville; Associational 
aptist Office, Alcoa; Chilhowee 
aptist Center, Maryville; La 

''!oc"'"'·.a Batista de La Res:urrec
on, Maryville; and Cbilhowe~ 
r.ea Ministries (CHARM), · 

The Co11cert of Prayer in
udes prayer for the nation and 
·orld; North American Mission 
n<n•n· and International Mis
onBoard. 

"We are challenging our 
lurches to dedicate the entire 
:ty to prayer," said Snyder. 
l'he day will begin with a per
mal prayer time from a prayer 
.ride, followed by a prayer 
reakfast at each of our church
>. We will then encourage our 
lurches to spend some time 
1at morning praying through 
1eir communities. 

"After lunch, we have identi
ed a number of strategic 
rav~er l}IOm1G8 where we will 

gather and pray for the various 
ministries of our association. 
Then following dinner, we will 
meet at East Maryville Baptist 
Church, Maryville, for a concert 
of prayer to emphasize our 
NAMB and IMB work." 

TBC Prayer Strategist spe
cialist Don Pierson will lead the 
Concert of Prayer which will in
clude kingdem praye,r agenda 
and ministry needs. "Also we 
will pray for a strong emphasis 
in praying for revi,val and spiri
tual awakening in the Chil
howee Association and for 
church staff leadership," said 
Pierson. 

"The Chilhowee Association 
has alread_y begun praying for 
the Strategic Day of Prayer at 
our weekly associational pas
tors conference for the churches 
and their pastors," said Snyder. 
"Each pastor and church has 
taken three pastors and three 
chuxches to pray for each oth-
er." 

"This Strategic Prayer Day is 
a result of the Iowa Prayer Blitz 
in April of 2003," said Pierson. 
''It also _came out of specific· 
prayerwalking training ill Iowa 
dE!aling with one type of prayer
walking, which i~ strategic 
praying for strategic points." 

Even though Snyder and sev
eral members from Chilhowee 
Baptist churches attended the 
Iowa Prayer Blitz, Snyder also 
noted that the initial inspiration 
for the Strategic Prayer Day 
came during last summer when 
the World Changers prayed for 
spe0ific points in Blount County 
in a caravan on the Foothil~s 
Parkway leading to an overlook 
on Chilhowee Mountain. 

"God spoke to my heart about 

the World Changers praying· in 
the foothills," Snyder said. 
"When we began to pray on the 
Parkway, God led me to p:r:ay for 
the association while focusing 
on the county, then on the na
tion, and on the world for evan-
gelism." _ 

Snyder h~s a vision of the 
whole prayerwalking event ex
panding with the Strategic Day 
of Prayer leading to a ·month 
long prayer emphasis, and then 
hosting a crusade in 2005. 

According to Snyder, the 
Foothills Parkway, which leads 
to Chilhowee Mountain, is one 
ofthe places where prayerwalk
ers can gather to overlook the 
county. 

"The plan is to pray for the 
associational ministries from 
North to South to East to West 
from the overlook," said Pierson. 

'We did this in the associa
tion, because God led me to do 
it," said Snyder. "We will mobi
lize our people to pray, and 
God's going to do great things 
through it." 

"I am very excited about this 
upcoming prayerwalk and con
sider it to be very timely," added 
Pierson. "It's praying for spiritu
al revival and awakening in 
2004. I am excited about what 
God is going to do in the Chil
howee Association as a result of 
this day dedicated to prayer." · 

In addition to the Day of 
Strategic Prayer, the TBC will 
sponsor a Prayer Saturation -
Month for September 2004. A 
prayerwalking training session 
will be offered during the Great 
Commission Prayer Conference 
to be held Feb. 20-21, 2004; at 
Englewood Baptist Church, 
Jackson. 0 

By Marcia Knox 
For "TBVMN Update" 

COLUMBIA- A 22-member 
medical team from First Baptist 
Church of Columbia worked 
Sept. 5-13, 2003, in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. This was First 
Church of Columbia's second 
time to send a team to Rio. · 

The 2003 team included team 
leaders, Stan Breeden, adminis
trative pastor at First Church of . 
Columbia, and Becky Clark, a li
censed nurse practitioner. 

On the team were medical, 
dental, eye care workers, and an 
evangelism team. Working with 
IMB missionaries Ray and 
Sharon Fairchild, the team set 
up their clinic in the First Bap
tist Church of Pine Trees. 

This church is located in one 
of the largest slums in Rio, 
which is known as the Tide 
Complex. Almost 280,000 people 
live. in a half square mile area of 
the Tide Complex. First Church 
of Pine Trees, which is 11-years-. 
old, is now planting a mission 
church in the same slqm. 

During the five days that the 

clinic was set up at the church, 
there were 1,654 patients who 
were seen. Through sharing the 
gospel at the clinic and through 
in-home visits, 229 people ac
cepted J esus . . 

''This medical team had a tre
mendous impact on the commu
nity," said Sharon Fairchild. ''The 
Tide Complex is an area where 
we've ·seen a large growth of be
lievers in the last three years." 

According to Fairchild, just 
before the clinic was to close a 
van pulled up filled with elderly 
women. One of the ladies had to 
be carried out of the van in a 
chair, because of her advanced 
diabetes, which kept her from 
walking on her feet . Clark pro
ceeded to unwrap the lady's ex
tensively damaged feet, wash 
them, and treat them. 

The next day a member of the 
church came to Fajrchild in tears 
and told of a nurse who washed 
her mother's feet. The woman 
col:lld not understand why the 
nurse had washed and bandaged 
her mother's deteriorating feet. 
Fairchild used this opportunity 
to share about God's love. 0 

BECKY' CLARK, left, shares. the gospel with a lady with help of a 
translator while Tere Gardner listen_s. Both were a part of the team. 

• 
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Ca ada Projects 
Charlottetown, PEl 04ATL002 

Cochrane, AB 04MID002 

Cochrane, AB 04MID001 

Westbank, BC 04CAP001 

Sun·ey, BC 04CAP002 

Penticton, BC 04CAP003 

Whistler , BC 04CAP004 

Montegue, PEl 04ATL001 

artne Proi ct s 
Wol'lc 

• 0 
20 teams of 8 to lead re,;va) services and 
door-to-door visits. 
Volunteers for personal evangelism to serve 
with medical clinics. 

Rock climbing while sharing your faith with 
other rock climbers. 
Work with church plant team to survey 
community and prayerwalk. 
Work with church plant team to survey 
community and prayerwalk. 

Qualified Christian financial counselor to train 
churches and community on financial freedom/ 
money management. 
Help with Bible school and help revitalize 
Sunday School in the church. 
New construction consisting of addition onto 
fellowship hall, kitchen, and res trooms. 
Conduct basketball, volleyball, and/or soccer 
camps for children. 
BYBC 
BYBC in the morning and afternoon. 
BYBC in the morning and afternoon. 
BYBC in the morning and afternoon. 
BYBC in the morning and afternoon. 

, 

Sports clinics in morning and afternoon. 
New construction consisting of addition onto 
fellowship hall, kitchen, and restrooms. 
Conduct basketball, volleyball, and/or soccer 
camps for children . 
BYBC 
Lead budgeting workshops for the community 
as outreach. 
Conduct "True Love Waits" youth weekend. 
Installation of baptistery and accompanying 
woodwork. 
Install carpet in sanctuary and foyer. 
VBS 
Construction of a restroom. 

Teams to finish taping and painting, complete 
some plumbing and general finishing to ministry 
center. 
Conduct BYBC and/or sports camps in 
community parks and homes of church members. 
Conduct outdoor concert in downtown Cochrane 
with other po~sible venues. 
Work with new church plant doing servant 
evangelism, random acts of kindness, children's 
outreach ,events, etc. 
Work with rrew church plant conducting sports 
camps and conduct children/youth outreach. 
Work with new, church plant doing servant 
evangelism, BYBC, VBS, sports camps, street/ 
beach ministry, etc. 
Work with new church plant doing servant 
evangelism, random acts of kindness, music, 
sport ministry, etc. 
Teams to insulate and board the ceiling of a 
small worship center. 

Western 
Blackfalds, AB 

Canada P r ojects 
CAN0704-04 Team to scout new community through 

Cranbrook, BC CANlOOl-04 
Edmonton, AB CAN1206-04 
First Nations Comm. CAN1801-04 

lnvermere, SW, AB CAN1002-04 

Miller Lake, AB CAN1209-04 
Moon Lake, AB CAN1207-04 

Red Deer, AB CAN0705-04 

Rochfort Bridge, AB CAN1210-04 
Southern, AB CAN1101-04 

Summerside, AB CAN1208-04 

Long•Term Proiects 
Alberta/NW Territories CAN1102-04 

Edmonton Region CAN1201-04 

Edmont-on Region CAN1202-04 

Okotoks, AB CAN1003-04 

Okotoks, AB CAN1004-04 

Red Deer, AB CAN0702-04 

Stettler, AB CAN0703-04 

St. Alberts, AB CAN1205-04 

Sylvan Lake CAN0701-04 

prayerwalking and other ministries and build 
relationships. 
Team to scout area and build relationships. 
Team to prayer walk the University campuses. 
Churches to adopt and reach unreached native 
communities. 
Team to scout and initiate new work through 
prayerwalking aiid platform ministries. 
Team to assist new work in conducting VBS. 
Team to conduct VBS and work with new church 
plant. 
Team to assist in follow-·up'visitation from contacts 
made during the summer outreach emphasis. 
Team to assist new work in conducting VBS. 
Teams to prayerwalk new communities with no 
Southern Baptist presence. 
Team to scout and prayerwalk new community. 

College students to serve across Alberta and 
Western Canada. 
Semester missionary to serve at Grant MacEwan 
College and The Bridge Student Church. 
Semester missionary to serve at Grant MacEwan 
College and The Bridge Student Church. 
Volunteer to start a children's ministry at new 
church plant. Minimum of6-8 mtb. commitment. 
Volunteer to start a youth ministry at new 
church plant. Minimum of 6-8 mth. commitment. 
Single or couple to start work on the Red Deer 
College campus. 
MSC single or couple to initiate new work in 
Stettler. 
Volunteer to coordinate volunteer teams, work 
with youth, and assis t in church planting. 
MSC Couple to initiate new work. Couple would 
work alongside church planter in Red Dee}'. 

4. 19-27 
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7/11-17 

August 

7/11-17 
open, 

7/11-17 

6/12-8/2 

112-5115 

8/15-12/15 

2004 

2004 
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9/1104-8/31106 

2004 

5 

14 

14 
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• Cleveland - Volunteers to \'\"Ork in hom~.• ~pnir mini~lt:' for lo\1.- tnl"'lll<' f:\nuh 
Home repair in,-ol\'e roofing, painting, wh~lchftir rnmp,, nnd •t•n~.: rnl <"t\11'('0 0') 

\\'Ork. There a r(> al~o opportunities for *"' ennlg c' .m~ch,ttc block ~\rtH .. m d l1' com
munities where home repair is taking pln~. There t:- a l:-o" O\.-t'<l for" .:roup toft 
with VBS in the inner city for one week. Otht>r mimi\tl") rnt$:<\oo option~ I.''U!o<t ~uC'h a 
nursing home/assisted living, sports chnics, c-oncerts. nnd mol'l.' Numb..-r Ot't.-d~: 12 
or more each week . Dates: Each week st.a.rtmg June 6 nnd (.'Odmg July 31 1\> :\m~ 
need to arrive on Sunday and depart Friday or nturday Con!act~ Rand)· 8Mner. 
Ocoee Outreach, (4.23) 339-3782 or o2r andy@bellsouth.nl•t. 

~ Cleveland - Volunteers to do resort minis trjes on the Ocoee Rivor and surroundiftf 
a reas. Project will be customized according to groups talent~ a nd gifls. Number need 
ed: 25 or more each week. Dates: Each week starting June 2 and ending Augus t 9. 
Teams need to arrive on Wednesday afternoon and depart af.Wr lunch on Monday,, 
Contact: Chris Stewart, Ocoee Resort Minis tries, (423) 339-3782 or onnchrib1tbell· 
south.net. -. 

~ Monteagle - Volunteers to complete upper 10 ft walls of steel and put s00el ~f on 
~ 

church. Contact: Roger Everett, Monteagle, FBC, (931) 728-8868. - - -~ Mt. City- Volunteers to conduct building projects at Christian family caQlp~j-
ects include: log cabin village for married couples, meeting area, garden, traus, l'Oad 
work, landscaping. Volunteers also needed to do crafts for family camp out weekench 
and food services. Number needed: open. Dates: May-August. Contact: Samantha 
Stephens, Uphill Ministries at Cherokee Cove, (423) 727-8560 or camp8pre.ferred.· 
com. 

~ Townsend- Volunteers to conduct day camps for area campgrounds Monday-Fri
day. In select campgrounds teams will conduct family evening programs as well. 
Dates: Each week (Sunday-Friday evening) starting May :}.1 and ending July 31. Cor 
tact: Kelly Campbell, Chilhowee Baptist Association, (865) 982-0499 or kelly7480be) 
south. net. 

Middle fennessee 
> Smyrna - Volunteers needed to build onto existing church building. Contact: TelT} 

Campbell, Giles Creek Baptist Church, (615) 714-1001 or 459-6119. 

West ren nes•ee 
MississlpJII lliver Ministry 

> Memphis - 1) Teams of up to 50 to clean up vacant lots, paint, repair low-income 
housing, distribute meals, BYBC. Dates: Anytime. 2) Teams of 10-50 needed to con
duct BYBC in low-income housing area. Teams will also help in community clean-up 
housing rehab, sports camps, and meal distribution to low-income children. Dates: 
June-August. Contact: David Cox, Brinkley Heights Baptist Church, (901} 324-3022 
or 832-8147. 

> Gallaway - 1) Adult male team to do various remodeling projects for church facili· 
ties in low-income small town. Dates: Anytime. 2) VBS team of 5-10 during June anc 
July. VBS is in poverty area with low-income families. ~ontact: Karen Gruenwald al 
(901) 867-7259 or characterwtn@earthlink.net. 

> Memphis - 1) Youth and/or adult team up to 10 to help with construction, paintinf 
and cleaning in an inner city storefront church. Dates: ~me. 2) Team of 5-10 exp 
rienced roofers (for flat sloping roof) for inner-city storefront'building which houses 
church activities. Dates: Anytime. 3) Experienced brick masons to do tuck-pointing ( 
inner city storefront building. Dates: summer. 4) Tea!Msl'6-15 .-assist in VBS or Bi 
BC. Dates: summer. 5). Single male with willing spirit to live in inner-city church llllj 
assist with activities of residential discipleship program for homeless men. Dates: I 
June-August. Contact: Wrex Hauth J f', International Baptist Church, (901) 835-465l 
or wrexh@hotmail.com. 

~ Memphis - 1) Teams of 12-30 for church repair and/or remodeling in inner-city 
areas. Dates: Anytime. 2) Teams of 12-30 to conduct BYBC in mostly inner-city loca
tions and trailer parks. Dates: TBD. Contact: Lisa Tr,avis, Shelby Baptist Associatio1 
(901) 373-6161. 

~ Memphis - 1) Plumbers needed to ch ange out old defective plumbing with new m Oj 

em fixtures. Dates: Anytime. 2) Teams to conduct VBS in June and July in inner ci~ 
Contact: La~ence H udson, Monument of Love Baptist, (901) 565-8030 or 744-1883. 

~ Memphis-Team to help with community ministries, such as survey, BYBC, spo 
camp, painting, evangelism, etc. Dates: July. Contact: Betsy Ham, Leawood Baptist 
Church, (901) 328-1025. · 

~ Union City - Teams of 8-10 adults for renovation of doublewide trailer for drug 
abuse ministry. Dates: Anytime. Contact: Marti Doss at (731 ) 885-3039. 

> Ripley - Volunteers to brick the sanctuary and educational building. Must be able 
to mix mortar and lay brick. Dates: anytime. Contact: Patsy Heathcott at (731) 635-
7117 . .. 

Year-llound Opportunities 
• Memphis - Individuals or team to work in clothing room and assist persons with 

emergency clothing needs. Dates: Year round for 1-2 days per month. Contact: Bobb 
Clark, Brinkley Heigh ts Alliance Clothing, (901) 458-0617 or 386-8141. " 

• Memphis - Individual or team of 6 to talk and pray with families coming through 
the food and clothing nllnistry. Dates: year round for 2-3 days per week. Contact; 
Quinn Rowell, Brinkley Heights Alliance Counseling, (901) 388·6245. 

~ Memphis - 1) Individuals to tutor 2nd to 5th grade children on Mondays for two 
hours. Volunteer will work one-on-one with the children. Dates: Every Monday from 
September-April. 2) Coaches with a willing spirit and ability to teach basics for boya 
and girls sports (basketball, baseball, softball, etc.) in inner city setting. 3) AduJta 
with willing spirit and Christian maturity to enter a one-oo-one mentoring relatioa
ship with youth boys and girls, grades 6-9. Contact: Sam Wilson, Brinkley Height. 
Baptist, (901) 465-5170. 

~ Memph.ia - Groups to sing, witness, do puppets, and feed the homeless. Service. • 
Sunday afternoons from 1-3 p.m. Lunches and clothing are diBtributed to the home
less after the service. Contact: Mable Williams, Westhaven Baptist Church, (901) 
870-4761. 

• Memph.ia - Adult female with Christian maturity and willing spirit to enter a ODe
on-one mentoring re~ationship with women moving from welfare dependence to eeJ1. 
sufficiency. Dates: one hour weekly for 6mo.-1yr. Contact: Linda Davia, Cbri.ttian 
Women's Job Corps, (901) 372-7659. 

> Memph.ia - Volunteers needed to serve 1 day/ 1 month to 3 days/wk. in food pantrf 
serving individuals in need of emergency food 8.88iatance. Contact: Ken Hardin, 
Brinkley Heights Baptist Church, (901) 754-0212. 

• DyenburiJ - Adult individuals or teams to assist lay people who go into the jail 
Sunday mornings to conduct Bible studies and wonthip. Contact: Joe Wright, o,.w 
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en George Barna Speaks, Baptist leaders listen ••• 
Continued from page 1 two new generations will be say
\SBC LIFE: Some have ·fore- ing "You know what? That 
Ji;E!d the end. of denotllinations aoesn't work. Let's do'something 

We think we're hot stuff. We 
think the world takes its cues 
from us. We think that we are 
"tight" with God. But really, we 
don't have a clue: We d,on't real
ly care! I think that that's the 
biggest deception we fall for and 
one of the greatest areas that 
needs to be changed. 

t do you see happening .. that really connects u s with 

s 
t, 

denominations in general_? 
a r na: I think denomina
will remain and tii-ey will 
ue to play a s ignificant 

but I think it's going to be a 
different role because of the 

llp.lJ'6 ll·'6 landscape. you have a 
n.ew generation of people 

=-'"'"' ..... F. into leadership in our 
rches. When the group 

1tm im as "baby busters" (people 
20 to 38) starts assuming 
pastoral roles, they are 

,,... ........ to have very different 
l ibe~·ct~:ttn:ms of denominations 

use of their very different 
" to relationships and d.. 

5titutions. If denominations 
meet their expectations, 

~y'll go somewhere else. 
wuJtlv LIFE: From your find

' what gives you the most 
about our current condi-

Well, one thing is cer
a continued interest in 

Lr itu ality and in morality. 
theugh people don't really 
what that means and the 

!1e erest may.not be very deep .. at 
it'~ still on the radar screen 

smme extent. So there is the 
~sibility of connecting with 
1ple in those arenas. 
T}le second thing is that the 
l.&rations of "busters" and 

aics': (those born between 
and 2002) are intent upon 

· n ew models of the 
trch, and I think that's going 

really h eal th y for us. I 
we've gotten into a pretty 

J;gerous routine where there 
' many assumptions and 
'!'4€1r1ted expectations. These 

. -
MINISTRY - STUDENTS 
e First Baptist Ch urch of 
mervil le, Tenn. , is seeking 

's person to fill a ministry pe
as associate pastor for stu-
and activities. This tull

e staff member will plan and 
>rdinate ministries for children 

youth along with oversight of 
activities in the Christian ac
ties center. FBC Somerville is 
active and growing congrega
n of nearly 1 ,000 members 

al'l average aHendance of 
nmd 400. Those inte11ested • 
9d to send a r.esurne li:>y the 

of January to Carlton Morris, 
rsom1el Committee Chairman, 
st Baptist Church, 12685 S. 
.in St., Somerville, TN 38068. 

God." I'm all for that, as long as 
we're not compromising Scrip
ture, of course. 

Thirdly, what we'v..e seen iu 
· terms of the abstinence move
ment is very positive. I'm excited 
about that. It's not as wide
-spread as it could be, or should 
be, but at least it exists! There 
are millions of kids who are com
mitted to this, and that's won-
derful! • 

Another point is that we've 
got a greater commitment to 

• 
prayer on the part of many peo-
ple across the country than 
we've had in a number of 
decades. That's huge! Again, not 
to the level where it needs to be 
- it needs some shaping and 
guidance and direction - but 
we've got a foundation to work 
with. 

I also think the renewed in
terest in worship is a real posi
tive element. 

Also, I think that in spite of 
everything the church and the 
Christian faith have been up 
against in the last quarter cen
tury, the fact that we've at least 
maintained a stable percentage 
of born-again Christians is good. 
Some would say it should have 
declined. The fact that it didn't 
decline is a positive. The fact 
that there is such broad support 
for para-church ministries is 
good, and the fact that there is a 
devoted remnant of genuinely 
sold out followers of Christ that 
still exists in this culture. When 
you've got that, you've got rea 
son for hope. 

SBC LIFE: Mr. Barna, from 
your findings what are you most 
concerned about regarding the 
state of evangelical churches? 

Barna: I'm really concerned 
about the levels of spiritual com
placency among our churches. 
We are the church of Laodecia. 

Another concern is the dissi
pation of the family as a spiritu
al unit. If we don't have strong 
spiritual families, there's no oth
er place where children are go-. 
ing to get the prope..r depth, 
training, reinforcement, and en
couragement. 

Our failure to focus on kids is 
a major dis a ster within the 
church. The biblical ignorance of 
Americans is astounding - even 
if Christians wanted to do some
thing about all this, they don't 
have the biblical grounding that 
would facilitate that kind of de
velopment. 

One example of this failure is 
the fact that most Americans, 
including a majority of born
again Christians, don't believe 
that Satan is r.eal. 

In writing my book on culti
vating a biblical worldview, one 
of the most significant points 
that I make is you're supposed 
to recognize that life is not about 
you . You're here because God 
put you here for His purpose not 
for your personal agenda. Part of 
His purpose is to be engaged in 
spiritual warfare. Now, how are 
you going to fight 'a war when 
you don't even believe there's an 
enemy? That t ells you some
thing about where the church is. 

SBC LIFE: What do you see 
as some of the most urgent ex
ternal issues the churches must 
face and address? 

Barna: One is the issue of 
addressing the existence of ab
solute moral truth. It all. comes 
down to that. I've done seminars 
in a couple dozen markets talk
ing about biblical worldview de
velopment, and I'm shocked at 

TIME TO PLAN 
BANQUETS 

For al l Ages 
And al l Sizes 

(Seniors tell us ~t's better 
than the medicine they take) 

Call ! (615) 758~2006 

John K urtz 

John and 
" Prof" K u rtz 

r 
302 Woodlawn Dr. 

Mt. Jul iet, TN 37122 

how many pastors come up to church. Nobody wants to talk 
me and say "what truth , which about holding each other ac
biblical world truth?" It's like, countable for sinful behavior. 
"Guys, get a clue!" ''You mean I might have to con-

The second one is· persecu- front somebody abo1,1t sin?" ''You 
tion. We tend to give in, we com- mean there might h ave to be 
promise way too easily because church discipline?" "Oh my, no, 
we don't want to suffer, we don't no, no! We cou ldn't do that!" 
want to experience hardship, we But, we must. 
don't want to sacrifice, we're not SBC LIFE: What common 
willing to stand up to the cuiture trends do you see among the 
and say, "This is where I draw churches that are effectively 
the line !" As long as we just making disciples and engaging 
keep rolling over, we'll keep get- the culture? 
ting pushed farther and. farther Barna: One is that they have 
back. very effective ' leaders'hip in 

SBC LIFE: What do you see place. 
as the gr eatest internal weak- Second is that they are very 
nesses amon g evan gelical intentional abou t disciple-mak
churches? ing and engagement. They're in-

Barna: Number one is proba- tentional in terms of the rela
bly t4e lack of called, visionary tionships that they go out and 
leadership. We've got a lot of build. They're aggressive about. • • 

people wh o love to teach and that. And tpey're very intention-
preach , and that's nice, but al about the outcomes. 
there is a huge difference be- A third t h in g i s that t h ey 
tween being a teacher and help people to know what .their 
preacher, and being a leader. gifts are and to help them major 
You can be a •great teacher or in their areas of giftedness. 
preacher, and be a leader , but A fourth key element is that 
you know, those are not neces- these churches are very 
sarily synonymous. balanced in their approach to 

But it's more than that. Many ministry. They are not one-di
of our leaders don'.t have a sense mensional. They understand 
of God's vision. They are bring- evangelism without discipleship 
ing their own vision, but is just spiritual abuse. 
frankly, I don 't care what any SBC LIFE: What about the 
person's vision is - I want to churches that are not effectively 
commit my life to God's vision. making disciples - wh a t a r e 

AJ.so, we have very little eval- some of the common elements? 
uation criteria that gets us be- Barna: One is that they are 
yond numbers - how many peo- overly concerned about keeping 
ple come, how many buildings people happy. Who gives a rip if 
we have, how many programs the people are happy!? If you un
we have, how many staff. None derstand that you're a sinner, 
of that necessarily has anything are you going to come away hap
to do with life t ransformat ion. py? No! Instead, you will feel 
Consequently, we find ourselves embarrasse d and guilty. Of 
using the world's criteria to de- course, there's got to be a hal
fine success. . ance - we should have joy in 

Another great internal weak- knowing the Lord and recogniz
ness is the limited personal com-. ing what He's done for us. But 
mitment people make to their we also must recognize why He 
faith in terms of time, especially did that for us. 
what they devote to reading Tliose churches al so are too 
Scripture and knowing it. - focus~d on comfort. In most of 

A fourth issue is the lack of the churches where you don't 
a ccountability within the find a very effective discipling 

Alaska Cruise 
You are invited to join our 
Christian Life Tours group 
on a 7 -day Inside Passage 
& Glacier cruise June 4-11 
with optional land tour. En
joy Alaska with other Chris- · 
t ians at the best prices. For 
broch ures o r to make a 
reservation, call (877) 557-
0073. (toll free). OK to leave 

a message. 

process or engagement with the 
cult ure, you find that the laity is 
comfortable not to grow. But we 
were n ever promised comfort; 
we were promised just the oppo
site. When we become internally 
comfortable, we create a system 
that facilitates or fosters the ab
sence of commitment to those 
important things. • 

Just to sum it U:p , I think it 
all has to do with selfishness. 
We want to take and take and 
feel good, but we don't think 
about our responsibili ty to 
give back, to serve, and to be 
God's h a nds and feet i n t h e 
world. 0 

Holston 
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Student 

Conference 
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Ridgecrest, NC 

for more info: www.hbsc2004.com 
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WMU affirms 
relationship 
with BWA 
WMU News Office 

BIRMINGHAM. Ala. - Dur
ing a powerful and dynamic re
treat on Monday, Jan. 12, the 
national WMU executive board 
issued a call to prayer for unity 
among the body of Christ as they 
unanimously affirmed their his
toric r elationship with the 
Women's D ep a rtment of the 
Baptist World Alliance. Through 
laughter and .tears, women 
shared their testimonies of how 
God had blessed their lives 
t hrough relationships with other 
women a ll over the world 
through BWA. 

The subject was raised in 
light of a report presented by the 
BWA Study Committee, which 
was appointed by the Southern 
Baptist Convention, recommend
ing that the SBC withdraw its 
membership and financial sup
port from the Baptist World Al
liance, effective October I, 2004. 

WMU joins other Baptist 
leaders in the United States and 
around the world in their appeal 
to come together in fervent, con-

MINISTRIES - EDUCATION 
We are now accepting resumes 
for the full-time position of minis
ter of education/associate pastor 
in a mid-sized suburban church. 
Send resume to Alice Bell Bap
tist Church , 3305 Alice Bell Rd., 
Knoxville ,TN 37917, Attn. 
Search Committee. 

MINISTRIES- COMBINATION 
Growing new church seeks full
time minister for music and edu
cation. Send resume to Fair 
Haven Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
1528, Shelbyville, TN 37162. 

• • • • •••••••••••• 
Ballwin· Baptist Church in West 
St. Lou is County seeking full
time associate pastor of sin
gles/college/evangelism. Send 
resume to 15101 Manchester 
Rd., Ballwin , MO 63011. Attn. 
Personnel Committee. E-mail: 
ballwinb@swbell.net, fax: (636) 
227-3438. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Loving, growing, vibrant South
ern aaptist congregation of 
490+ , located in quaint historic 
town, seeking full-time minister 
of music and children to lead 
music ministry in God-centered 
contemporary and traditional 
worship. Responsibilities will 
also include drama ministry and 
spiritual and developmental 
leader for children's programs. 
Must be innovative, imaginative, 
gifted, and passionate Christian. 
Well -organized with proven ca
pability to motivate an exception
al group of volunteer instrumen
talists and vocalists. Minimum of 
four year ministry degree in mu
sic and five years experience in 
min istry preferred. Send re
sumes to Minister of Music and 
Children Search Committee. 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
337. Cheraw, SC 29520 or e
mail to fbccheraw@earthlink.net. 

sistent prayer for a spirit of uni
ty and reconciliation. 

"As members of the body of 
Christ, we need each other - to 
pray for one another, to encour
age one another, to learn from 
one another - and to stand to
gether in one accord as a strong 
and bo1d witness to a lost world,"" 
said Wanda S. Lee, executive di
rector-treasurer of national 
WMU. 

Woman's Missionary Union 
has enjoyed a long history of 
prayer and fellowship with Bap
tists worldwide through the 
Baptist World Alliance dating 
back to 1911 when Edith Camp
bell Crane, WMU's correspond
ing secretary from 1907-1911, 
helped organize the fir s t 
women's meeting. 

Today, WMU's strong part
nership with BW A continues as 
Wanda Lee serves as a member 
of the BWA executive and the 
BW Aid committees. 

Lee said WMU will continue 
to participate in and support the 
Baptist Women's World Day of 
Prayer and offering each Novem
ber. I n addition to uniting 
women in worldwide prayer on 

Christian Author 
is a MUST READ 

This new release of, What 
About My Security? is a 
practical approach to per
sonal security , covering a 
wide range of topics includ
ing home security, fire, being 
a target of opportunity, and 
much detail on Identity 
Theft.The book is available 
through the author's web site 
at www.rmherhuth.com. 

this day. the World Day of 
Prayer offering provides the sole 
source of income for the 
Women's Department which 
functions as· an auxiliary to the 
BWA ::J 

LifeWay to stay 
tlosed on Sundays 
Compiled by B&R 

NASHVILLE - Despite i n 
tentions by its competitor Fami
ly Christian Stores to open on 
Sundays, Life Way Chr'istian 
Stores will not follow suit. 

Bruce Munns, vice president 
of store operations for LifeWay, 
made that clear in an article 
which appeared in Th e Ten
nessean daily newspaper Jan. 20. 

.. \Ye've never g1ven any con
sideration to opening on Sun
day,- ~lunns told The Tt•n· 
nessean. 

.. It's a designat e d time for 
worship and for employees t o 
spend time with their familie~. • 

Family Christian Stores, 
which has more than 325 st.ores 
nationwide, decided last fan to 
open its stores from noon to 5 
p.m., according to the paper . .:1 

Kansas minister 
nominated to lead 
SBC pffstors' group 
Baptist Press 

AMARILLO, Texas - Stan 
Coffey, pastor of San Jacinto 

Large Selection of Buses 

- · P Ready For Delivery 
New and Used 

·Safety 

·Comfort 

• Reliability 

·Value 
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CONFERENCE LEADER 
Dr. David S. Dockery 

President, 
Union University 

THEME: 

*'Calvinism. Arminianism 8r · 
Southern Baptist Evangelism•• 

Tuesday, February 10, 2004 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Bnpti!'Ot hurch ht r h.t~ 
nounced hb intention to nor 
nate T~rry Fox. pn. tor of I 
manuel Bapth-t Chul"C'h of Wic 
ta. Kan . to ~r'"'-' n~ pre:.idtmt 
the "BC Pn~tor:- onf('runre tl 
June 1n Indumnpohs. 

Coffey cit d Fox's out~ta 
t·e-cord m church growth. mi~i 
givmg, evnngelism. and c ...... ~.~ 
ative Program support . 

Fox currenth• serves as cha 
w 

man of the No1·th Amcricnn M 
sion Boa't'd trustees. , 

L~U~o~J~@ 
MINISTRIES - MU~C 

Galilee Baptist Churctrl6 pray 
fully seeking a bivocatroaal rr 
ister of music. Please= s&nd 
sume to 8622 Pickens Gap F 
Knoxville , TN 37920 or fax 
(865) 573-7175, Attn. Person 
Committee. 

Seeking part-time minister of r 
sic. Send resume to Hiller' 
Baptist Church, 41 0 S. Libe 
Hill Rd .• Morristown, TN 3781 ~ . . . .. ~ . .. ·~ .... ~.· 

'Growing church seeking a p; 
time or bivocational minister 
music with experience in lead 
worship and choits . Send 
sume to Search Committee, F 
Baptist Church , 114 West M 
St., Newbern, TN 38059. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
First Baptist Church , MayfiE 
Ky., is seeking a full -time w 
ship music minister. Average 
tendauce 500+. Blended wors 
style with wgrship team. Posit 
will give leadership to grac 
music p~ogram , 65 mem! 
sanctuary choir, worship te~ 
and 1to~hip..planning . Send 
sume to Bob Swift, Pastor, F 
Baptist Church , 118 W. So 
St., Mayfield, KY 42066. 

MINISTRIES- PASTOR 
First Baptist Church of Bluegn 
is seeking a senior past 
Please submit your resume 
the Pastor Search Committee 
1907 Ebenezer Rd ., Knoxvi 
TN 37922. 

• • • • • •••••••••••• 
Prospect Baptist Church, a S 
church in West Tennessee 
accepting resumes for a full-ti 
pastor. Please submit resume 
T im Runions , Pastor Seal 
Committee Chairman, 294 C 
Circle, Hollow Rock, TN 3834i -

MINISTRY- OTt-tEA 
First Baptist Church of Heno 
sonville has three new positil 
open in the preschool dep< 
ment. These are parHime ( 
proximately 20 hours) , salar 
positions working with babi 
ones and twos, and thrE 
through pre-K. Job descriptio 
experience/education expec 
tions, and employment appli 
tions are available by requ 
from Gwen Sanders 
gsanders@fbchtn .org. 

,..~~~ 

Nashville~area church wrth a\ 
age Sunday SchoaJ attendar 
of about 700 seeks part· t r 
children 's director. Experier 
preferred . Send resume 
Search Committee, Tulip Grc 
Baptist Church, 563 Shute La 
Old TN 371 
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ministerJ.s corner ------:--

~y Buddy Strickland t 

--

We are living in A great d~y for missions. Mis
opportunities 'ab'ound in any direction from 

church. We are told by our state convention 
,,, .......... three million Telifi.esseans are lost and do not 

Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. We have 
1l)ee~n told of a survey conducted by another denomi
!~ation'"that found at least 80 percent. of th:e people 

in each of the four counties of our association 
either lost or unchurched. 

I am a great believer in the local church an.d 
it <}oes. I believe missions start there b).lt 

~.lUI'-l.lu not end-~here. In a day of great missionary 
rrll)ip,portunu· ~u· ~s, many churches across our state are 

giv!ng to missionary causes as well as they 
ou1d or should. With three million lost people in 

state, our state convention, because of the lack 
1f receipts from the Cooperative Program has had to 
ut back and cannot afford to offer the great pro- · 
rams that assisted our church in the past in both 
eaching and teaching. We have a great staff that 

ks for us in Brentwood. People that serve us 
Yet this year because of our lack of giving, 

111n~•v did not receive even a cost of living raise. That 
not fair, and that is a shame. 
1t seems to me that a great many of eur churches 

lbr,oss the state are too eager to follow their pastor's 
~·a<iers.hJLP, even when he suggests cutting funding 

TBC just because he does not like the way some-
:.LU.•6 is done within the leadership of the conven

Missions causes should not have to hurt to feed 
~e eg6 of some pastor. Every church should have a 
£rong missionary program in both giving and going 
~g~dless of who the pastor is. 

Ma_ny churches have several · thousand dollars 
:ft .each month after expenses. Money that just lays 
l the bank and draws very little interest. MQney 
1at could help some missionary cause in the TBC, 
BC, or the association. Just think of what you and 
~co1ll10 do right here in our own -association if only 

had the funding. If you serve on the budget com
at1~e.e of your church next year, or i£ you· have a 

u nv of a proposed 'budget offered by a committee for 
approval, think al>out what you have just read. 

- Stricklar:ld is dir:ector of missions, Sequatchie Vai
Bapti~t Association, Whitwell. 

c---- just for today ---
by Fred Wood, retired pastor, Memphis 

Start with a Smile: Joe (talking to his wife as 
e comes home from work): "I brought a surprise 
ome; .guess what?" Wife: "A necklace, a box of 

~a..u~u_y, earrings?" Joe: "No, I brought the boss 
V.uJl<> for dinner. His wife is out of town." 

Take this Truth: Tact is the art of idling your 
wtor when you.want to strip your gears. 

Memorize this Scripture: Homes are made by 
wisdom efwomen. -Proverbs 14:11, TEV 

Pray this Prayer: Lord, help me to s·peak 
rhen I should and not to speak when I shou:ld 

0 
.. 

"Eli, you sl:lould know better than jok
ing like that. They really believ~eu 
when you say you'd preach for noth-

Disciplined worship 
By Bill Sims 

Focal Passage: Psalm 95:1-7a; 
Hebrews 10:19-25 

In a letter to the editor 'of a 
British newspaper, a man com
plained th~t he saw no sense in. go

-ing to church every Sunday. "I have 
been attending services quite regu
larly for the past 30 years," he wrote, 
"and during that time I nave lis
tened to no less than 3,000· sermons. 
I have discovered I cannot remember 
a single one of them. I wonder if a 
minister's time might be more prof
itably spent on something else." 
That letter sparked many responses. 
One however was the clincher. "I 
have been married for 30 years. Dur
ing that time I have eaten 32,850 
meals, mostly of my wife's cooking. I 
have discovered I cannot remember 
the menu of a single meal. Yet, I re
ceived nourishment from every one 
of them. I have the distinct impres
sion that without them I would have 
starved to de~th long ago." 

A call to rejoice (Psalm 95:1-2) 
Verses 1-5 will point out several 

characteristics of holy worship. 
First, the worship that is encour
aged is collective in that it is congre-

.gational. Four times in verses 1-6, 
we read, "Let us ... " Psalm 95 de
scribes worship as congregational, 
not merely individual. Oh, how I re
member the good days of going to 
church with a godly family and look
ing with great anticipation of holy 
worship at First Baptist Church, 

Humboldt,- listening to the choir, 
David Whaley singing to the Lord, 
and R.A. Boston eloquently preach
ing the treasures of God's Holy 
Word. This Psalm is an encourage
ment for all of God's children to wor
ship together in praising the Lord. 

Second, the worship promoted in 
this Psalm is vocal. Verses 1 and 2 
indicate the worshiper is to shout 
joyfully and triumphantly. Be vocal 
in giving glory and honor to the Lord. 

Third, worship is God centered. 
Worship that is biblical is that 
praise which has God as the source 
and subject. As the sun is the center 
of our solar system, so God is the 
center of our adoration and praise. 
Whatever form of worship you pre
fer, keep God the focal point. 

A call to reverence (vv. 3-7a) 
Verse 3 expresses God's sover

eignty. Israel's God is greater than 
the false gods which the heathen 
worship. There is none like the 
mighty God of Israel. Verses 4 and 5 
depict God's sovereignty more 
specifically. God is sovereign over 
His creation, creator of all the earth, 
owner of all His creation. The word 
depth emphasizes the totality or'His 
creation and control of all the earth. 

In verse 6 the tone of worship 
changes from exuberant, enthusias
tic praise to awe inspired prostra
tion. The basis for this prostration is 
explained in verse 7. God is worthy 
of our worship. 

A call to- reflect 
(Hebrews 10:19-23) 

Hebrews 10:19-25 is a single sen-
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tence in the Greek text. The central 
concept of these verses is found "let 
us draw near to God." As believers in 
Christ we have the freedom to enter 
the sanctuary. The provision to enter 
into .the sanctuary has been provided 
by the blood of Jesus. Jesus will al
ways be the way to the presence of 
the living God. The word "way" in 
verse 20 is a powerful word. This de
scribed the way of access to God pro
vided by Christ. Jesus inaugurated 
this way through the veil. That cur
tain was split in two at the moment 
of Jesus' death (Matthew 27:51). The 
exhortation in verse 22 is to draw 
near to Christ. Drawing near to God 
must be done with a true heart 
which is genuine and authentic. 

Renew responsibilities 
(vv. 24-25) 

Our responsibility to each other is 
fellowship through encouragement. 
In the first century when telephones 
did not exist and letters were diffi
cult to receive, face-to-face contact-, 

was necessary. This contact could be 
done through Christian worship. As 
believers in Christ, Christian fellow
ship must be maintained. We need 
each other, and during these days of 
turmoil, how encour aging to know 
Christian fellowship is available. 0 
- Sims is pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Union C~ty. 

Be wise about relationships 
By Sam Creed 

Focal Passage: Proverbs 17:17 

The biblical mandate for being a 
good friend and a good neighbor by 
carefully cultivating responsible and 
strong relationships is certainly 
strong in the Book of Proverbs. To
day's lesson finds texts with advice 
about relationships peppered 
throughout Proverbs. Good relation
ships require taking seriously the 
perspective of friends or just ·taking 
others seriously for their own sakes. 
The idea of a good friend and a good 
neighbor is perhaps the model for all 
human relationships. Relationships 
are best built on mutual concern and 
integrity and trust, Husbands and 
wives must be able to trust and de
pend on each other, as should friends 
and co-workers be able to depend on 
each other. C.S, Lewis wrote that . 
friendship may be the least biologi
cal form of love, but, nonetheless, 
friendship ranks as one of the most 
important of relationships. 

Having a friend is only half the 
relationship. Having a wife or hus
band is only half the relationship. 
Being a good friend and being a good 
spouse is the other half of the equa
tion. This lesson from Proverbs is 
concerned with producing and main
taining friendships, spousal relation
ships, and good working relations 
with co-workers, indeed, with any re
lationship. 

There are three important areas 
in the· building and maintaining of 
heal'thy, strong relationships. First, 
be ca:r:eful that words are "fitly spo
ken" Proverbs· 25:11). :::;e<!Ollid, 

learn to be patient and to maintain 
control of our temper. Third, under
stand the consequences of our behav
ior, actions, words, and attitudes, 
which can have a lasting positive or 
negative effect on our relationships. 

A word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold in pictu.res of 
silver. My Mother had some earthy 
advice about spoken words, "Pu t 
your brain in gear before you speak." · 
Choose your words carefully, and in 
order to choose words don't rattle on 
without thinking about what you are 
saytng. 

Words are more than sounds we 
hear. Words are living realities with 
the power to move nations, to influ
ence for pain and destruction, or to 
influence for good and success. In 
Proverbs 25:18 Solomon compares 
false a_nd negative words to three 
weapons - ~ club, a sword, and a 
sharp arrow. All three are. weapons 
of destruction; indeed words can be 
weapons of mass destruction. On the 
other hand, words can be beautiful, 
supportive, and refreshing as a cool 
drink of water given in the name of 
Jesus (vv. 11-14). 

A fool vents all his feelings, but a 
wise man holds them back (29:11, 
NKJV). The wise man will ponder 
his words as to what he will say, how 
he will say it, and even when some
thing will be said. Of course, this . 
spiritual wisdom must come from 
God who gives generously the practi
cal spiritual wisdom for every day 
living. 

The patience of Job 
Life can't be li¥ed without con

tact with other people. There will 
be of all dispositions 
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with whom we must deal and situa
tions that must be h a ndled. Reac
tion to people is where we must 
learn an!f utilize patience. Relation
~hips and contact with people is the 
environment in which life takes 
place, and we must have patience to 
do well. 

God is a God of patience for which 
we should be grateful; otherwise His 
judgment on our selfishness and pet
tiness might be swifter than we 
want. Patience is a fruit of the Spirit 
that must be cultivated. We daily ex
perience countless opportunities for 
the fruit of the Spirit to blossom in 
patience, because our world is filled 
with frustrations. Here is the wis
dom of Scripture -Clothe yourselpes 
with compqssion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, ·and patience. Bear with 
each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against 
each other. Forgive as the Lord for
gave you (I Corinthians 3:12-13). 

What are your intentions? . 
Wisdom should empower our in

tentions in the words we speak and 
in our relationships with all sorts of 
people. If we can just remember that 
our intentions have consequences 
and we are responsible before God to 
have the best of intentions, then we 
are learning wisdom. Now, the chore 
is to apply that wisdom and do 
everything possible to build and 
maintain healthy relationships. 0 -
Creed is pastor of First Baptist 
Churcn, Ashland City. 
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ea ers 
+ Prospect Baptist Church. 

Hollow. Rock , has called 
Hyran Barefoot, retired pres
ident, Union University, Jack
son as interim pastor a n d 
Sammy Holland as full-tim e 
minister of music. Barefoot be
gan ser ving Jan. 1 a nd H ol
land Jan. 14. H olla nd h as 
served th e ch urch before as 
minister of music. 

+ F ort Robins on Baptis t 
Church) Kingsport, has called 
T. Richard Harris as interim 
pastor. 

+ Raymon d Boston, who 
retired last November as pas

BOSTON 

to r of Firs t 
Bapti s t 
Church , Dy
er~burg, h as 
been called as 
interim pastor 
of Firs t Bap
tis t Ch urch , 
Covington. He 
is a member of 
the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention Executive 
Boar d. 

+ Nathan H a l e wh o r e 
tired recently as pastor of Im
m a n uel B a ptist Church , 
Murfreesboro, is available for 
pul pi t supply a nd interim 

work. H e can be reached at 
(615) 895-8730. 

+ Radnor Baptist Ch urch , 
Nashville, has called Steve 
Durham as int e ri m past or . 
Durham also serves as head
m aster of Ra dn or B a ptist 
Academy. Durham is the son of 
t h e fo rmer pas t or of the 
church , the late Paul Durham . 

+ Ronald M. Herhu t h , a 
m embe r of . Firs t B a ptist 
Church, Tellico Village, has 
written a book , What About My 
Security? A Practical Approach 
to Personal Security. For more 
information, visit his web site, 
www .rmherhuth.com. 

+ K eplar Baptis t Church , 
Rogersville, has called J err y 
D. Lawson as pastor. 

+ K e n Cradic ha s b een 
called as pastor, Tar Pine Val
ley Baptist Ch urch, Rogers 
ville. 

+ Jerry Sh elton has been 
called as pastor, Blooming 
Grove Baptist Church, Wood
lawn. 

vents 
+ The Middle Tennessee 

~astors Conference will 
meet Feb. 17 from 10 a.m . t o 
noon at LifeWay Christian Re
sou rces , Nash ville. Dann y 

l) ....... 

MEMBERS OF THE CREATIVE Ministries Team of the {3aptist Collegiate Ministry of Clevela1 
State Community College and Lee University, Cleveland, met a goal recently of sharing Christ 

· Bradley County and the surrounding area. They are, from left, front row, Allison Higgenbotto 
Ellen Womac, Jenny Brown, Brittany Preston, Amy J ohnson, and David Munford; back row, Jes 
Waddell, Nathan Brown, Cody Johnson, Josh McGowan, Ashley Hindman, Holly Cline, and E 
Carver. Not pictured are Michael Broome and Arthia Deakins. The team uses testimonies, dran 
music, interpretive movement, and sign language. It p lans to continue to serve through creati 
ministries. 

' Akin, president, Sou th east ern 
Baptist Theological _Seminary, 
Wa ke Fores t , N. C . ; and 
William E. Ander son , a retired 
pastor of Florida , will speak. 
For mor e information, con tact 

· Ken Polk, president of the con
fer ence and pastor, Northside 
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, 
at kpolk@northside-baptist .net 
or (615) 896-6440. 

ven tion. For more in formati< 
con t ac t CWJC at (6 15) 24 
3669 or cwjcnashville.org. 

Correction 

Camp Agape begins Outdoor Education Camp 

+ Christian Women's 
Job Corps - Nashville will 
hold an Open House in it s new 
site Feb. 8 from 2-4 p .m . The 
ministry is now located at the 
Downtown Minis try Cen ter, 
which was started by members 
of F irst B a ptist Church , 
Na sh ville. CWJC was devel
oped by Woman 's Missionary 
Union , Southern Bapt ist Con-

The host minister of muE 
for the Middle Tennessee R 
gional-Handbell Festival w: 
listed inco rrectly in tl 
''Green Ligh t" as J ohn NE 
t ies. The new minister of m 
sic a t First Ba pt ist Churc 
Mt. ~uliet, is J ohn GardnE 
who Will be host ing the fes1 
val. We apologize for th 
misprint. 0 

For Baptist and Reflector 

BENTON - Camp Agape 
of Polk Coun ty Baptist Asso
cia tion based here will offer 
an Outdoor Education Camp 
for the first time this sum
m er, r eported Andy J ordan , 
director. 

The camp is design ed to 
lead campers to discover evi
den ce of Go d's creation in 
nature. Camp leaders will 
u se n ature l a b s t o lead 
campers to iden tify elements 
of n ature that indicate t h e 
univer se i s a creat ion a nd 
n ot a cos mic accident, said 
Jordan. 

Hopefully, these experi
ences will lead camper s to de-

velop a stronger faith and pro
v1de believer s with a ·logical 
defen se of t heir faith which 
th ey can sh are with non-be
lievers . 

Outdoor E ducat ion Camps 
will be open to church schools, 
h om eschool g r oups, a nd 
churches. · 

God continues to work 
through Camp Agape Min
istries, said J ordan, who h as 
ser ved the camp since 1993. 
The camp h osts year-round 
.cam p s a nd r etre a ts for 
chu r ch es from over 15 states 
annua lly. It also organizes 
a nd super vi s es youth and 
churchwide mission projects 
including resort, communi
t y, a nd cons truction min-

ist ry projects . 
The camp is ·equipped with 

200 beds, two kitch en a nd 
d ining a r eas, a seven -acr e 
spring-fed lake. 

Recr eat ion oppor tunities 
include low r opes and climb
ing and rappelling tower facil
it ies, two football field-sized 
actiVity areas, and a sand vol
ley ball court . The camp is de
veloping 1.3 miles of h iking 
and biking t r a ils in cooper a
tion with the local Boy Scout 
District. 

The ca mp h as h ost ed 
campers from m a n y s tates 
and churches. Camp Agape 
s taff can be contact e d at 
www.campagape.net or at 1-
888-528-2267. 0 

THE CAMP OFFICE of Camp Agape near Benton can be seen across Lake Agape. 

KARL TINGLE, IE 
from Memph 
stands with Chari 
S. Kelley Jr. , pre, 
dent, Ne w Orlea 
(La.) Baptis t Th6 
logical Semina, 
Ting le earned I 
doctor of ministry c 
gree from the ser. 
nary Dec. 20. Ha 
senior pastor, Ca 
View Baptist Chun 
Dallas, Texas. 

ROYAL AMBASSADORS of Hornsby Baptist Church, HornSI 
and their leaders stand with the about 10 bicycles and tricyc. 
they repaired and gave away to needy boys and gtrls. The R 
are, from left, Zach Hornsby, Joshua Rogers, Hunter Moo 
Kaleb McKinnie, Matthew Doris. Austin Hammons, and Jac 


