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" BRENTWOOD — Members of the

Executive Board of the Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention were told that its Edu-
cation Committee had tabled a proposed
covenant agreement with Belmont Uni-

- versity until the committee’s next meet-
- ing which is scheduled for March 31.

In other matters, the Education
Committee announced the procedure es-

tablished to respond to a motion re-

ferred to the committee by messengers
at last year’s annual meeting in Se-
vierville. Board members also were in-
formed of a proposed staff reorganiza-
tion which will be needed to implement
the Board’s church health initiatives.

| - Belmont covenant

~ Board member Mike Boyd, pastor of
Wallace Memorial Baptist Church,
Knoxville, and immediate past presi-

. dent of the Tennessee Baptist Conven-

tion, expressed frustration that the is-

-sue would not be dealt with at the Jan-

uary meeting.

‘= “] stood before our convention and
*shared that we would deal with this in
January. This keeps dragging out,” said

Boyd, who noted “his integrity” is at

;ﬁﬁm.

“This has gone on for six months. I

' believe that sooner or later we have to

paint or get off the ladder,” Boyd said.
Leonard Markham, pastor of Blue-

grass Baptist Church, Hendersonville,

and past president of the Executive

this
week's
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LEADING COMMITTEES of the Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion this year are, from left, Joe Stacker, Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashville; Educa-
tion Committee; Jack Adams, East Commerce Baptist Church, Lewisburg; Brenton
Cox, First Baptist Church, Manchester, Convention Ministries; Bill Roberts, Memorial
Baptist Church, Crossville, Executive Committee; Richard Wallace, First Baptist
Church, Sevierville, Central Administrative; Mark Gregory, Calvary Baptist Church,

Murfreesboro, Convention Communications; and Elzie Danley, Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church, Jatkson, Budget and Program. Not pictured is Rabert Moon of First Baptist

Church, Hendersonville, Church Programs.

Board, agreed with Boyd. “It was my
understanding there would be some de-
cision brought at this Executive Board
meeting.”

Joe Stacker, a member of Woodmont
Baptist Church, Nashville, and chair-
man of the Education Committee, said
the motion adopted by the Board at its
September meeting did not give a
“mandate” to present a recommenda-

Is still collecting
Church sends 20, 000 shoes to Twﬁami wmms

tion in January.

The September motion called for the
Executive Board to “affirm the Educa-
tion Committee in discussion with Bel-
mont University in the resolution of
this matter” and for the Board to “initi-
ate a prayer vigil for Belmont beginning
Sept. 14 and lasting until the January
2005 Executive Board meeting.”

The motion also noted that the “Ex-

Executive Board fo hear Belmont recommendation in May

ecutive Board requests that no recom-
mendation or motions be made concern-
ing Belmont University until the Janu-
ary 2005 Executive Board meeting, with
the exception of recommendations and
actions to continue and enhance a good
faith relationship between the Execu-
tive Board and Belmont University.”

Last August Belmont trustees, at the
request of the Executive Board, had
presented a covenant proposal which
basically takes away the convention’s
responsibility of electing trustees for
Belmont and would allow for non-Bap-
tist trustees.

*We said we would work to bring a
report in January,” Stacker said. “We
are not ready to bring a report.”

Stacker said “extra time” is needed
to deal with the issues and to work out
a resolution that is agreeable to both
the convention and the university.

“It is in the best interests of both the

TBC and Belmont University to have

more time to talk abuut. this.” Stacker
said.

Bill Seale, a member of First Baptist
Church, Morristown, and one of the
convention parliamentarians, indicated
he also thought there would be a resolu-
tion to the matter at this meeting.

Seale moved that the Board instruct
the Education Committee to bring a rec-
ommendation to the May 10 meeting.

During discussion of the motion,
Stacker assured Board members they
would have a recommendation in May.
— See Executive, page 6
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NASHVILLE — On Monday,
Jan. 17, Grace Baptist Church
here sent about 20,000 shoes to
a ministry in Chicago, Ill.,
which will ship them to Tsuna-
mi victims in Southeast Asia.

Everyone at the church is as-
tounded at the success of the
project.

It all began just about a week
and a half ago. On Wédnesday,
Jan. 5, Joyell Dalton of the
church learned from her uncle,
Rob Darnell, a member of First

Baptist Church, Old Hickory, of

the need for shoes and the orga-
nization in Chicago collecting
them for Tsunami victims. A

former member of the Old Hick-

ory church who is a shoe compa-
ny executive is involved and let
the Old Hickory church know.

- Storm victims are going with-
out shoes because of the devas-

tation, often cut-
ting their feet in
the disaster area
and developing in-
fections. Because
of the unsanitary
conditions, such in-
fecetions could be
very serious, Dal-
ton learned.
Dalton decided
she could help. She
knew her family of
six could donate
some shoes. So
that Wednesday
morning the home-
maker sent out an
email to friends
and family. She
hoped to collect a
couple hundred
shoes. The church
staff agreed to let
her use a corner of the fellow-
ship hall as a collection site.
Then on Saturday a Nash-

JOYELL DALTON, center, of Grace Baptist Church, Nashville, packs shoes at
the church with help from Rob Darnell, left, of First Baptist Church, Old Hickory,
and Martha Bush of First Baptist Church, Madison.

ville TV station learned about
the project, contacted Dalton,

and reported on it. That Sunday
the congregation learned about

the project during Sunday
morning worship.

Dalton said she was amazed
— See Chureh, page 3
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RICHMOND, Va. — Chil-
dren have clean clothes and
families have shelter. The sick
have medicine and the hungry
have food. The thirsty have wa-
ter — and the hopeless are
hearing about Jesus. All be-
cause of your gifts.

As of Jan. 12, Southern Bap-
tists had given $2.7 million
through the International Mis-
sion Board Asia Earthquake
Disaster Relief fund. Every pen-
ny will be used to ease the suf-
fering of those affected by the
Dec. 26 tsunami in Asia. -

In Sri Lanka, relief gifts
have provided school uniforms
for children whose homes and
clothes were destroyed. And
they've given safe drinking wa-
ter, food and shelter to Mus-
lims, Hindus, Buddhists and
others. “Your gifts have gone di-
rectly to boys, girls, men,
women, grieving families —
people who have lost every-
thing,” reported David Garri-
son, regional leader for board
work in South Asia. A video of
his report from Sri Lanka is
available for viewing or down-

loading at http:/imb.org.

Relief work has opened doors
to share the Gospel, and local
Christians have distributed
more than 300 Bibles provided
through board funds. “One of
the most important responses
we're making is a spiritual re-
sponse,” Garrison noted.

Southern Baptists are pray-
ing with and for people, pro-
viding Bibles and talking
about survivors’ spiritual con-
ditions. People are asking
questions like, “How can I find
my life again?” and “Where is
hope?” Workers are sharing
with them that Jesus Christ is
the only real answer to those
questions.

“They serve as a face on the
Gospel to hundreds of thou-
sands of people who are in
need at this moment,” Garrison
said. - :

In Banda Aceh, Indonesia —
one of the hardest-hit areas —
Southern Baptists are using re-
lief funds to set up a public
kitchen. “One of the big needs
in this tsunami-ravaged area is
the lack of facilities to prepare
food,” said a Southern Baptist
working there.

national / state news -

Tsunami relief gifis meeting many

The public kitchen will pro-
vide food, drinking water, gas
stoves, gas tanks, cooking uten-
sils and eating supplies — al-
lowing people to cook food and
boil water for themselves.

As workers in Banda Aceh
minister to children, medical
personnel are working along-
side them to provide whatever
medical care the children
need.

Additionally, relief funds
have provided personal hygiene
kits and large amounts of food,

-~ water purification tablets and

medical supplies that may
reach as many as 500,000 fami-
lies in Indonesia. Medical teams
will use five small water purifi-
cation units to keep their hands
and instruments clean.

In Thailand, missionaries
Bob and Tong Ju Lee distrib-
uted food to the Sea Gypsies,
who lost their fishing boats in
the tsunami. Relief gifts also
helped fund an eye clinic that
provided care to many who lost
their glasses. In Malaysia, relief
funds have provided rice.

Southern Baptist missionar-
ies and volunteers will remain
in the affected areas for a long

needs: IMB |

time, using relief gifts to help
people rebuild their lives. In Sri
Lanka, workers expect to con-
tinue providing safe drinking
water, food and shelter. Eventu-
ally work may focus on helping
people build new homes.

“It's an unprecedented oppor-
tunity in this part of the world
to reach out in Jesus' namewand
share His gift of life and love,”
Garrison said. =

In Indonesia, Southern-Bgp-
tists anticipate continuing to
host teams of doctors to care for
the injured and prevent disease
outbreaks. Additionally, people
still need food, clean water,
shelter and supplies for cooking,
personal hygiene and medical
needs.

Garrison thanks Southern
Baptists for their prayers and
their gifts through the Coopera-
tive Program and Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering that allow
missionaries to live overseas
and share the love of Jesus.

And because Southern Bap-
tists are already in place to
minister, every cent of relief
gifts goes to minister to the
needs of those directly affected
by the disaster. O

Technology gap emerges between large, small _g_h urches

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — A signifi-
cant gap in the use of the In-
ternet and computers is emerg-
ing between large congrega-
tions and small congregations,
a recent study has found.

Ellison Research, a full-ser-
vice marketing research firm in
Phoenix that conducted the re-
search for the January/Febru-
ary issue of Facts & Trends
magazine, reported that nine
out of 10 Protestant ministers
have access to the Internet ei-
ther at home or at work, but
only about half of all churches
maintain a web site in this
growing technological age.
Facts & Trends is published by
LifeWay Christian Resources
of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

“As the American public be-
comes more and more reliant
on technology in everyday life,
they will logically expect
churches to have things such
as web sites, streaming audio
or video on the site, or study
materials on video or computer
software,” Ron Sellers, presi-
dent of Ellison Research, said.
“Small churches often don’t
have the budget to pay for
technology, or the staff or vol-
unteers to implement it. The
increased use of technology in
churches has a real potential to
widen the gap even further be-
tween small churches and
medium or large congrega-
tions.”

In a survey of 700 Protes-

tant pastors nationwide, 91
percent said they have access
to the Internet — reaching
across all ages, church sizes,

and denominations — re-

searchers said.

But only 52 percent of those
pastors said their church
maintains a presence on the
world wide web where surfers
can access information ranging
from service times to min-
istries offered. The breakdown
by church size was striking: 88
percent of churches-with 200
or more people attending wor-
ship services on a typical
weekend have a web site,
while 60 percent of churches
with.100-199 in attendance
have one, and just 28 percent
of 'small churches are on the
web.

A pastor’s age also factors
into whether his church main-
tains a web site, Ellison found.
Among ministers under 60, 56
percent have a church web
site, though among ministers
60 or older, 35 percent have a
site.

When asked to rank which
particular use of technology
would be most important to the
work of their church over the
next five years, doing research
on the Internet topped the list
with 34 percent of pastors
choosing that answer. About
one of every four ministers said
using Bible study software,
maintaining a church web site,
using PowerPoint or other
graphic preésentations in wor-
ship services, being able to

show DVDs or videos, and us-
ing e-mail to communicate with
church members would be im-
portant uses of technology in
the coming years, the study
said.

Again, the size of the church
gave some indication of
whether its pastor would rank
a certain use of technology
high. Forty-nine percent of
large church pastors said
building and maintaining a
web site would be extremely
important, but only 16 percent
of small church pastors said so.
Similarly, 42 percent of large
churches thought communicat-
ing with members through e-
mail would be important while
13 percent of small churches
saw that as a great need. The
most worthwhile uses of tech-
nology for pastors of small
churches was cited as Bible
study software and doing re-
search on the Internet, accord-
ing to the Ellison study.

“Some technology is not ap-
propriate for all churches,”
Sellers said. “A PowerPoint
presentdtion in morning ser-
vices wouldn’t fit with the wor-
ship styles of many congrega-
tions, for instance.

“But pastors need to take a
hard look at where technology
might no longer be a matter of
style or a luxury for the congre-
gation, but an expectation,” he
added.

“For example, with a major-
ity 6f Americans using the In-
ternet, it’s amazing that over
one out of four medium and

large churches don’t have any
presence gn the Web — partic-
ularly with many churches
trying to figure out ways of at-
tracting younger people, who

are particularly likely to use

the Internet to gather infor-
mation and explore their op-
tions.”

Among Southern Baptist
ministers of all ages, 24 per-
cent said a church web site will
be “extremely important” in
their church’s ministry over
the next five years, and 25 per-

cent selected that description

for using the computer to send
e-mail messages to the congre-

gation. Thirty percent said the

use of graphics in worship ser-
vices would be vital, while the
same percentage listed use of
DVD or video clips. Ellison
found that 27 percent of South-
ern Baptist pastors considered
Bible study software to be ex-
tremely important and 30 per-
cent said using the Internet for
resedrch is necessary.

Ellison Research said its
sample of ministers included
only those who are actively
leading churches and is accu-
rate to within plus or minus
3.6 percentage points at a 95
percent confidence level.

The study was conducted in
all 50 states, using a repre-
sentative sample of pastors
from all Protestant denomina-
tions. Respondents’ geogra-
phy, church size, and denomi-
nation were tracked for appro-
priate representation and ac-
curacy. O
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lJackson pastor also works 15 weathermcm, ieacher

l 1 y Connie Davis Bushey
aptist and Fi'eﬂecror 'S

' :- JACKSON — Eddie‘- Holmes is a very,
very busy man. He is pastor of Grace
Baptist Church, Jackson; weekend
weatherman of WBBJ-TV; weekday

weatherman of WNWS-FM, Jackson,

and WTBG-FM, Brownsville; and
teacher/campus minister at Trinity
Christian Academy, Jackson.

He is producer of the web site,
www.westtnweather.com, which offers a
regional forecast. Holmes also is a hus-
band and father to two children.

'~ “God has allowed me to do everything
I've always wanted to do,” explained
Holmes. That’s more than one thing at a
time for Eddie Holmes.

He believes God has directed him to
his multiple vocations which include
serving as a bivocational minister for 30
years.

“God is bleeding my ministry into

-these other areas because I touch lives
not just inside the church ...

by being
‘out in the working world.

“I can identify with my people,” he
added, referring to the members of his
church.

Well-known as weatherman

In his role as TV weatherman,
Holmes is well-known. He has been a
part of WBBJ, the ABC affiliate, for five
years. Before he accepted the weekend
assignment, he did early morning TV
forecasts during the week. Amazingly,

-Holmes did this each day before teaching

school.
Currently he still rises each morning

! at 4 a.m. to prepare for and present his

radio and web forecasts. He has been a
radio weather forecaster for 16 years.

#is web site, which was launched in

arch 2004, has received nearly 17,000

wisits. Weather forecasting today is

greatly facilitated by technology, he said,

‘which is one of its attractions to him, he

added.

Grace Church has had people visit to
see and meet him, he admitted.

They may be disappointed, he added,
because he doesn’t “talk weather” often
at church. Most recently he was excited

about Dave Ramsey’s “Financial Peace
University,” which he coordinated on
Thursday nights. “We needed it,” he
said.

He wants people to come to Grace
“that the Lord wants there, for whatever
reason, to get the gospel out,” he said.

“Any talent I have, any way that I
come across, [ want it to be Him,” he de-
scribed.

He’s glad to report Grace Church is
growing and people are maturing in
their faith. He has served the church for
a year.

Holmes has served as bivocational
minister of churches in North Mississip-
pi, Kentucky, and Tennessee. He former-
ly served as assistant pastor of Grace
Church from 1980-82.

Teacher for 10 years

Teaching is another vocation that
Holmes feels called to. It's natural for a
minister who enjoys youth, he pointed
out. Since he teaches Bible at Trinity
Christian Academy, the job is certainly a
good fit, he added. The school has about
600 students.

He teaches 7-12 graders using cur-
riculum from LifeWay Christian Re-
sources, Nashville. He’s also known
among students as a source of help for
math.

He has taught math, physical science,
and computer skills in three different
private schools in the area for 10 years.
He also was a professor for the Universi-
ty of Memphis, Jackson campus, last
year. He taught a class one night a
week.

“I have a love for young people and

just to be involved in their lives some

how, some‘way, is an extension of my
ministry,” he explained.
Varied Interests

Even as a young adult, Holmes had
many interests. “It seems like there’s al-
ways been something else, seminary
courses or meteorological courses or col-
lege courses,” he explained.

He holds a bachelor of science degree
in mathematics and the seal of approval
from the American Meteorological Soci-
ety.

While a young person growing up in

Church sends 20,000 shoes to Tsunami ...

EDDIE HOLMES prepares for a forecast on WBBJ-TV in Jackson. He also is pas-
tor of Grace Baptist Church, Jackson, and teacher/campus minister, Trinity Christ-
ian Academy, Jackson. — Photo by Morris Abernathy

Hopkinsville, Ky., he decided he wanted
to be a meteorologist. He admired a
Nashville TV meteorologist.

While studying meteorology at Flori-
da State University, Tallahassee,
Holmes felt the call to ministry and
transferred to Mid-Continent University
in Mayfield, Ky., to prepare for the min-
istry.

As he was called fo serve bivocational
churches, he found he needed to develop
skills for secular jobs, which he did.

~ Schedule

“I've got the routine down. If anything
gets out of sync then I can really feel it,”
explained Holmes.

He often has long days but he doesn't
mind. Classes at the academy end at
3:30 p.m. so he has a break before any
evening church activities. Grace has out-
reach twice a month on Tuesday nights
in addition to regular activities on
Wednesday nights.

He does pastoral visits on week-
nights. Sometimes he isn’t able to visit a
person on the day he hoped, but usually
he is able to within a couple of days.

He has had some blips in his schedule
but God has helped him, he said. In May

2003 tornados hit the Jackson area. Af-
ter Sunday evening services Holmes
went to the TV station to assist the other
weathercasters. He worked through the
night and the next day without a hitch
since he wasn’t teaching at the time.

During weather crises he has been
told that he “remains calm in their
storm, you might say,” he described, by
the way he presents the weather. He
was quick tc add, “We (weathercasters)
are hurting with the folks because of
their loss.”

His schedule also was interrupted in

October 2004 when he spotted a tornado
near Jackson while driving home from

his school. He was able to call in a live
phone report to the National Weather
Service and a local radio station while
sitting in his truck which was shaking
from the raging winds.

Holmes loves meteorology and teach-
ing young people, but that’s not his
drive, he said.

“My drive is letting Christ live out
His life in me and through me whether
that’s on TV, in the classroom, or in the
pastoral ministry. It doesn’t matter,” he
stated.

- — Continued from page 1

by what happened then.

Three visitors, all employees
of shipping companies, came
up to her following the service
and offered shipping boxes.
The need for boxes was an-

- nounced during the service.

That afternoon, instead of
working by herself, she worked
with about 30 fellow church
members, said Dalton. And lots
of people brought lots of shoes.

And the shoes keep coming,

- added Dalton, along with

pnone calls. The church recep-_

- tionist, Carolyn Head, and Dal-
- ton have been inundated with
phone calls the past week. The

project was helped by reports
by two other TV stations.

The church, which is located
in northwest Nashville, has re-
ceived shoes from fulks from

- out of town including Center-

ville and Sewanee. About 15

schools are helping. Companies
and churches have joined in.

- Two other Baptist churches,

Two Rivers Baptist Church,
Nashville, and First Baptist
Church, Old Hickory, also
joined the project and became
collection sites. _

A company from McMinn-
ville plans to give 1,000 new
shoes prepared for the U.S.
Olympic volleyball team for the
project. Vanderbilt University
students may become involved.
A man who learned about the
ministry on TV brought about
60 pairs of shoes which be-
longed to his late wife. She had
just died five days earlier. He
told Dalton it was a relief to
find a good use for the shoes.

Transportation from
Nashville to Chicago is being
provided free of charge by
Lloyd Sawyer, member of First
Baptist Church, Old Hickory,
and owner, Capitol Motor
Freight Express of Old Hicko-
Volunteers from Grace and
other Baptist churches have
worked every day sorting and
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MAKING PLANS for packing and shipping the shoes are, from
left, Ken Coleman, associate pastor of education, Grace Baptist
Church, Nashville; Lloyd Sawyer of First Baptist Church, Old
Hickory, and owner of a trucking company; and Rob Darnell of

‘the Old Hickory church.
‘packing shoes, reported Dalton.

Tennessee Baptist Disaster Re-

_lief helped promote the project.

Dalton can understand the
response. She said she re-

sponded when she thought

‘about the daily life now of the

victims.

“I wanted to make a dlffEI‘-
ence, give them some hope for
now,” she said. “Giving shoes is
so easy. This is such an easy

way for the community to re-
spond.”

The church is still collecting
shoes and will send its final
shipment to Chicago Jan. 31.
Dalton and others estimate
they can send another 15,000.
The shoes will be delivered to

Bright Hope International of

Chicago which is heading up
the shoe collection.

Ken Coleman, associate pas-
tor of education of Grace
Church, said “We never had
the vision that this would hap-
pen,” adding Dalton did have
the vision.

“We are now touching lives
across an ocean, not just across

- the street,” he said. Coleman

explained the church’s goal this
year is “Building Bridges,
Touching Lives.”

“It’s amazing to see how God
used me,” said Dalton. “I've
never done anything like this
... before.”

The church can be reached
at (615) 865-6262. 1
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Pastor, dad looks at grief from both sides of the pulpit

from botn
sides of
the pulpit

By Johnnie Godhiin

Great grief

Since our last visit, ['ve suf-
fered grief too great for words.
But I need to share a few words
with you. Our 45-year-old son,
Larry Godwin, died insfantly in a
one-vehicle crash. It was early af-
ternoon on the first Thursday of
this New Year. Larry was a good
driver and didn’t have any bad
habits, so we really don’t know
the cause of the catastrophic
crash. But when death comes, its
cause isn’'t as important as its
fact — the reality of it. Grief
comes to both sides of the pulpit.
That’s when being Christian
makes such a difference.

Heartbreak hill

The first Sunday of the New
Year I was in the pulpit and
comparing life to the Boston
Marathon (with the text of
Philippians 3:12-16). I told
about Heartbreak Hill that as-
cends half a mile and that
sooner or later in life’s race
everyone comes to Heartbreak
Hill. I preached that God is al-
ways present to help us over
Heartbreak Hill. He is with us

from start to finish in the race.
Little did 1 suspect that what 1

preached on Sunday would be
my life on Thursday. But what
I preached was true for me and
for all those listening and for
you too.

Dealing with heartbreak

For half a century I've been
trying to comfort people in
their grief from both sides of
the pulpit. I myself have suf-

fered the natural grief that
comes in life-cycle deaths of
grandparents, parents, and
other relatives; but I had never
lost a child. As folks often com-
ment, it’s not natural for the
child to die before the parent.
I'm sure God doesn’t mind our
asking why. But dealing with
heartbreak is more important
than knowing why it came.
Personally, we need faith like
Job’s. After Job had lost 10
children and seemingly faced
death himself, he said,
“Though he slay me, yet will 1
trust in him” (Job 13:15, KJV).
God was, is, and always will be
faithful.

As Jesus faced His own
death and separation from His
disciples, He said He would
send another Comforter just
like Him to be with us and in
us (John 14:16-18). He was
talking about the Holy Spirit.
I've experienced the Spirit’s in-
ner comfort, but just this week
I’ve come to realize the Holy
Spirit comes to hug us, hold us,
and console us through God’s
children — the ones who have
the Holy Spirit within them
(Acts 1:8; 2:38). Countless
numbers from both sides of the
pulpit have comforted our fam-
ily in our grief: our pastors,
church families, and friends
both present and all over the
world.

Being a comforter —
not an afflicter

People always want to com-
fort the grieving, but many of
them don't know how. Would-
be comforters are well-meaning
but often add more grief than
comfort to the survivors of the
one who has died. When Jesus
came upon a situation like
that, He simply told the people,
“Leave!” (Matthew 9:24).

Though we can’t raise the

11 |12
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ACROSS

1. Cut

7. "Hefellintoa____ " (Acts
10:10)

13. Declares

14. “The son of Geber, in -
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gilead” (1 Kings 4:13)
15. Jesus’ birthplace
17. Exist
19. The number of command-
ments God gave Moses
, every one that
thirsteth” (Isa. 55:1)

20.

- 26.

dead, we can avoid adding to
the grief. The Bible shows and
tells us how to comfort others.
First of all, “Comforter” in the
Bible literally means one-
called-alongside-of. Comforters
can be present literally or
through some other contact
such as cards, flowers, or
memorials. Consoling presence
is more important than words.
Some who have lost a child or
experienced similar grief come
with empathy as well as sym-
pathy. Romans 12:15 says,
“Weep with them that weep.”
Jesus wept over the grief of
others even though He knew
He would conquer death itself.
About speaking, the Bible does
say, “Comfort one another with
these words” (I Thessalonians
4:18). It was talking about the
promise of reunion in héaven.
But too many words are a bur-
den instead of a comfort."So are
too many questions.

The word “Comforter” is also
translated helper, counselor, in-
tercessor, advocate, strengthen-
er, and standby. People usually
ask, “What can I do to help?”
And as they depart, they say,
“Just call on me if I can do any-
thing for you.” The comforters
are sincere, but they themselves
might use a little counsel. First,
just observe with wisdom what
needs to be done, and do it
without asking. A lot of people
help in that way. They fix food,
answer the phone, receive visi-
tors, contact friends, clean the
house, wash dishes, mow the
grass, pick up prescriptions,
and help in countless other

ways without ever asking what

they might do to help.
However, both during and
after the immediate shock that
comes with death, different
comforters can help in different
ways. Some may be legal or fi-

22. Animal that Christ rode on
Palm Sunday
Depend on others’ money
“Whether it be good or
- H2Cor. 5:10)
27. Activity
29. “Thenan _____ cried aloud”

(Dan. 3:4)

24,

31. Pertaining to air, prefix

32. “God hath given ___°~ unto
your brethren” (Josh.
22:4)

33. Hastens

35. “The seedis _____ under

their clods” (Joel 1:17)
Vigor
o died without children”
(1 Chron. 2:30)
When you think you'll get
there, abbr.
41. Three feet, abbr.
43. Relative, abbr.
45. Part of the blood that car-
ries iron, abbr.
46. “The Lord fulfill all thy
(P POLG)

37.
38.

40.

50. “This Agar is Mount Sinai in

" (Gal. 4:25)
“We have had ____ to eat”
(2 Chron. 31:10)
55. “The _____ is not dead, but
sleepeth” (Mark 5:39)

52,
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nancial counselors. Others are
sensitive to know just how
much presence or strength to
extend to the bereaved. All of
us can keep on being interces-
sors and be ongoing standbys
for as often and as long as
needed. ;

Dealing with sainthood

We preachers tend to want
to make saints out of each per-
son whose funeral we preach
regardless of the deceased per-
son’s spiritual condition at
death. It’s natural to want to
comfort the family and to avoid
speaking ill of the dead. But
only God can make a saint.
And only the individual can let
God do that for him.

Larry was a saint. You see,
“saint” is just the word for holy
one. No one is holy until he
personally receives Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior, and
the Gift of salvation in the
Holy Spirit comes to live forev-
er in that person (Ephesians
1:13-14). When I was a pastor
and Larry was just seven years
old, my diary reads: “Phyllis
sent Larry over to talk to me.
He wanted to become a Christ-
ian — and I believe he did. He
has the desire and the basic
understanding for commit-
ment. ... I feel he will probably
make public his profession of
faith tomorrow.” He did make
that profession of faith on Jan.
29, 1967; and I baptized him
the next Sunday. Larry didn’t
become sinless, but his sins
were pardoned; and he became
a holy one.

The life and testimony Larry
lived for the next thirty-eight
years reflect the Image of the
One he was being molded back
into (Romans 8:28-30). His wid-
ow, children, and their chosen
mates are all Christians. And
so are others because of his

56. “Thou shalt utterly it”
(Deut. 7:26)

DOWN

1. Verb of being
The Bible's new covenant,

abbr,

o S 1V 4

4. Article

5. Place

6. Mehir was the father of
- l'Ghron. 4:11)

7. "Hemade a ____ about the
altar” (1 Kings 18:32)

8. Cheer

9. “Surely | come quickly.
___"(Rev. 22:20)

10. Name, Fr.

11. Massachusetts’ neighbor

12. Questioning noise

16. Man’'s name

17. Sheep noise

18. “There ____ not a man of
them” (1 Sam. 30:17)

“I will save herthat "
(Zeph. 3:19)

21. “The ___ number of them
is to be redeemed” (Num.
3:48)

Sharply inclined

Emotions

20.

23.
24.

witnéss. Larry probably
wouldn't want to be called a
saint in the popular sense of
the term; but in the biblics
sense, he became one; and now
that holiness is completed in
Christ.
Great gratitude

Larry was a builder. He
owned and operated a steel
company. He helped people
build decks or whatever else
they needed help with. He had
become a semi-professional
photographer who won awards.
He put out a yearly calendar
with his choice pictures and |
select Scripture verses for each ' |
month. But he wasn't known
as a writer. Nevertheless,
when I was a newspaper
columnist, he wrote one article | |
I didn't know anything about
until it was published. He ti-
tled it, “Growing Up with God-
win.” The article was a light-
hearted tribute to me at
Father’s Day in which Larry
humorously identified my idio-
syncrasies as “Johnnieisms.”
He told how he had become
like me in one Johnnieism:
“Words have come to interest
me through the years ... .” |

In my opinion, in 45 brief
years Larry outlived his dad.
My greatest gratitude is that
he followed Phyllis and me in
coming to know Christ as Lord
and Savior. |

Our grief is great, but our §
gratitudess greater. I can’t
bring Larry back, but I can go ¥
to him. Rggardless of which side ¥
of the pﬁi"c you occupy, may
this testimony of faith be one
you and your family can also
testify to when grief comes your
way. Now, our doxology is sim-
ply, To God be the glory! 0 —
Copyright 2005 by Johnnie C.
Godwin, who's on standby via
johnniegodwin @ comcast.net

A S~ W

_ O W W CERTUR.

25. “They should not return to
_ " (Matt. 2:12)

26. Sew quickly

28. Anger

30. Return, abbr.

33. “Who came in privily to

______outour liberty” (Gal.
2:4)

34. Appearing in consecutive =

parts | Bt

35. “They ____ upon the Lord ’

God of their fathers” (2
Chron. 13:18)

36. Seize for arrest

39. “Ilwill ___ you go”"(Exod.
8:28)

“Their _____ shall not be-
come garments” (Isa.
59:6)

. Nautical mile

46. Girl's nickname

47. “_____ them about thy neck”
(Prov. 6:21)

“The Lord our God is_____
Lord™ (Mark 12:29)

“Ifany man will ____ thee
at the law” (Matt. 5:40)

50. Commercial, abbr.

51. Radium, chem. symbol

. Organization for young fe-

males, abbr,

. Altitude, abbr.

42.

48.

49.
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"By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

In January of 1835 a newspa-
‘er was birthed in Tennessee.
’s name was simply The Bap-
st. It was founded by R.B.C.
[pwell, pastor of First Baptist
‘hurch, Nashville. Howell
orved as editor of the paper un-
il 1848 when he took a pas-
yrate in Richmond, Va.

Since that first issue 170
ears ago, ownership, and even
he name of the paper has
hanged numerous times.

In 1889 the name Baptist
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and Reflector first appeared, af-

" ter The American Baptist Reflec-

tor was combined with The Bap-
tist.

and Reflector, was purchased by
the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion. From then until 1959 it

~ was directed by a convention-

elected “Tennessee Baptist
Press.” In 1959, as part of a re-
organization of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention, it was put
under the TBC Executive Board,
where it still resides today.

In an editorial commemorat-
ing the paper’s 160th anniver-
sary in 1995, Editor Wm.
Fletcher Allen wrote that the
paper “was a product of prayer,
concern, and need.”

Howell, the first editor saw
the need for a paper as settlers
were moving westward in grow-

Finally, in 1921, the Baptist

ing numbers. Allen wrote of
Howell, “He knew in his heart
that he had come to the king-
dom for such a time as this.
Traveling back to Norfolk (Va.)
to prepare for his new pastorate
in the gateway city on the Cum-
berland River, he held fast to
the blueprint of the Baptist
newspaper that he would use to
help take the southwest for
Christ.”

Allen went on to write,
“Howell was not prepared to
edit a newspaper, but his in-
sight was flawless. He perceived
the proper place of a newspaper
in building up Baptist work.”

A lot has changed since that
first issue in 1835. Then, the pa-
per was produced monthly and
cost “one dollar a year, paid in
advance.”

Given the rate of inflation

Facing 2005 — will you be governed
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By Paul Barkley

As we face the prospects be-
ore us 1n 2005, what will govern
he outcomes that we look back
n our lives at this time next
ear? While the effects of chance

-_ gcurrences and the choice of

I.hers cannot be discounted, we
_:lpst all come to terms with our
‘&vn participation in our destiny
1y the choices that we make.

-~ God said to His children, Is-
-ael, as they stood poised to pos-
 ess the promised land, “Today I

have set before you, blessing and
cursing.” The outcome was in
large part determined by their
personal choice. As we face the
prospects of a new year with its
potential for good and bad, we
must acknowledge that the out-
come will come in large part
from our outlook.

Whether it is described as self-
fulfilling prophesy by the psy-
chologist or faith by the theolo-
gian, the reality is that the way
we conceptualize situations has a
great bearing on the way we ex-
perience them. The biblical
writer reminds us that “as a man
thinketh in his heart, so is he!”

Many in our day would like to
elude responsibility by claiming
that it is “not their fault.” Com-
ing from a dysfunctional family
or the wrong side of the tracks is

seen as rationale and explana-
tion for the failure to make good
choices.

We are each one in a state of
flux and change emotionally,
cognitively, socially, and physi-
cally. The choices we make today
will affect our ability to choose
tomorrow. I think of a father like
David as he walked the parapets
of Jerusalem lamenting “Ab-
solom, Absolom, my son Ab-
solom, would God I had died in-
stead of you.” Choices he had
made earlier in his life with
Bathsheba and business matters
had molded the mind of the
young Absolom to believe it all
right to go after and get whatev-
er you were big enough and bad
enough to take. This attitude
led to the revolt against his fa-
ther’s throne and the ensuing

editorial / opinion

since 1835, the paper is still a
bargain today, with 47 issues for
as low as $7.50 a year, if you're in
the “every member” plan. Even
the individual rate of $11 (the
highest rate) is a bargain when
compared to other publications.

The paper has survived
changes in ownership, wars, de-
pression, and a myriad of other
factors that have caused other
publications to cease to exist.

Why has the Baptist and Re-
flector survived?

I am convinced it has perse-
vered because as Allen wrote, it
was “a product of prayer, con-
cern, and need.”

The paper has had numerous
themes or “catchy” phrases over
the years, but I believe the cur-
rent theme, “Telling the Story of
Tennessee Baptists” is why the
paper exists 170 years after its

by choice or

death at the hand of Joab, com-
mander of his father’s army.

As we start this year, let us
be reminded that choices made
at the first of the year will have
an effect on the out-come of the
year. If we choose to drink and
drive, we may end the year in
jail or without a driver’s license.
[f we continue to ignore our
health, we may end up in the
hospital.

There are even those who
want to blame God for the way
things turn out in their lives.
This has been true since the first
of human history. When con-
fronted with his sin and the im-
pending consequences, Adam
said, “It’'s not my fault. It was
that woman You gave me.”
Adam did not avoid his responsi-
bility and neither will we. Let us

upﬂst cmd Reflector — telling the story for 170 years

founding. Yes, we have a news
assignment, but I believe we
have an even greater assign-
ment of sharing the stories of
how churches and Tennessee
Baptists are glorifying God and
helping to reach our state for
Christ.

The paper is not produced as
it was in 1835 and I imagine in
a few years, how we “get to the
people” will change even more
drastically.

It really doesn’t matter what
form is used, whether it be
newsprint, computer screen, or
both, as long as the story of
what Tennessee Baptists are do-
ing to impact the kingdom of
God is truthfully told with pas-
sion and with conviction. As
long as the Baptist and Reflector
does that, it will have a role in
Tennessee Baptist life. O

by chance

make the commitment to make
wise choices prayerfully as we
enter the promised land of this
new year with all its potential
and promise.

Each of us would do well to re-
member that our grand and glo-
rious God is also very generous.
He 1s more interested in our best
good than we are. He has a fabu-
lous year in His heart and mind
for us. Let us choose to believe

God and follow Him in to exceed- -

ing abundance of the life He de-
sires for each of His children as
that child follows God’s plan.

God bless you as you seek to
find and follow God’'s perfect
plan for you in this new year. O}
— Barkley is associate professor
of psychology and religion at Bap-
tist College of Health Sciences in
Memphis.

Union English professor offers tips on reading ‘The Da Vinci Code”

guest
columnist

Py

By Gene Fant Jr.

Christian leaders who think

‘hat the cultural phenomenon of
Jan Brown’s novel The Da Vinci
_ode has run its course should
orace themselves for continued

nterest in the book. Even as it
ontinues to hold high rankings
mn the best-seller lists, the film
idaptation is underway, with

erhaps the greatest actor of our

aime, Tom Hanks, in the star-
-ing role.
I have heard pastors and

..:_hurch'_ leaders say that they

should not waste their precious
ime reading such a book or re-

searching its claims. After all,
-he argument goes, it's a novel, a
work of fiction, so it’s not true.

Why should we expend mental

2nergy on such a work?

As literary critic, I feel com-
:Jelled to clarify the danger of

:311(:]1 a view of fiction. While

chere is a strong impulse to link

“fiction” with “untrue,” there is
more to consider than this sim-
ple equivalence. In fact, follow-
ing that definition, we might
presume nonfiction to be by defi-
nition “true,” which would be an
especially dangerous statement.
Just visit the nonfiction section
of your local bookstore and you
can see how much falsehood re-

» sides there.

By definition, fiction is imagi-
native, not untrue. In fact, fiction
is a remarkably effective tool for
communicating truth! The best-
selling novel of the 19th century
was written by a preacher’s wife,
Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, which told the
abominable truth of slavery and
its toll on American society. Any-
one who has read C.S. Lewis or
J.R.R. Tolkien’s wonderful novels
knows that they commuhicate
the truth of the gospel and many
elements of orthodox theology in
ways that are comely to believers
and non-believers alike. The sto-
ries of Flannery O’Connor,
William Faulkner, and many
others accurately depict the
truth of the fallen state of hu-
mankind.

Good fiction draws readers
into the plot, allowing us to iden-

tify with the characters and to
invest our own emotions in the
story. This is exactly why fiction
is an effective medium for com-
municating truth; the reader’s
guard 1s lowered while the story
1s being read.

This lowered guard, however,
18 exactly why books such as
Brown’s can be perilous to care-
less readers. While 1 always en-
courage Christians to read
broadly, I also encourage them
to read redemptively. By this I
mean that we should know what
ideas exist in our culture’s mar-
ketplace, but we should always
read with our minds grounded in
a Christian worldview.

By reading redemptively, we
apply a Christian, biblical world-
view. We should ask at least
three questions about anything
we read, whether it is fiction or
non-fiction: What grains of truth
does it contain? What half-
truths? What out-and-out lies?

When we do this, we are fol-
lowing the mandate of Romans
12:2: Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what that will of God
is, that which is good and accept-
able and perfect. Our ideas

should be conformed to Scrip-
ture, not Scripture to our ideas.
Revealed scriptural truth must
be our standard, not artificially
constructed human truth.

The problem with Brown’s
book is that most readers do not
read with a biblical worldview.
They conform their theology to
Dan Brown, rather than holding
up Brown’s story for scrutiny
against the clear teachings of
Scripture. Critics of Brown
rightly have pointed out that he
has simply repackaged old here-
sies and conspiracy theories for
an age that craves mysticism
and secret knowledge. People
who “believe” Brown’s theories
have placed his work as authori-
tative over and against Scrip-
ture itself. Christians, however,
should elevate the Word above
all other words.

As a Sunday School teacher, I
find the popularity of Brown’s
novel to be disconcerting. The
cultural phenomena represented
by novels like Brown’s are exact-
ly why Christian leaders should
either read novels of this kind or
at least know what half-truths
and falsehoods they contain. We
should, in fact, teach our fellow
believers to use their minds to

engage our culture.

Our culture craves truth,
even as it fails to recognize it. In
the truth of God’s Word, we have
a mighty sword. Too often we
think that a sword must be used
to slice and to divide; as novelist
Anne Lamott reminds us, how-
ever, sometimes we should use
the sword to point to the truth
for those who need to see it.

When Daniel and his fellow
captives were living in Babylon,
they learned the language and
the literature of Babylon (Daniel
1:4). They were able to use this
training to God’s glory exactly
because they refused to conform
to the culture. Their ability to
engage their culture with God’s
truth allowed them to bring
King Nebuchadnezzar to de-
clare, How great are [God’s]
signs, and how mighty are His
wonders! (Daniel 4:3a). 1 pray
that our fellow believers would
learn to engage our culture, to
point to the truth of Christ and
to God’s Word, even as we navi-
gate cultural phenomena such as
The Da Vinci Code. (1 — Fant, a

member of West Jackson Baptist
Church, Jackson, chairs the Eng-
lish department at Union Univer-

sity.
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By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Longtime
Southern Baptist education leader
Arthur L. Walker Jr. died early Jan. 14
in Birmingham, Ala. He was 78.

Walker held a unique position in
Southern Baptist Convention life as exec-
utive director of two SBC entities — the
Education Commission and the Commis-
sion on the American Baptist Theological
Seminary. He held both posts from 1978
until his retirement in 1993. Both enti-
ties were dissolved in the mid-1990s un-
der the SBC’s “Covenant for a New Cen-
tury” restructuring plan.

Following his retirement, Walker re-
turned to his native Birmingham and
taught part-time at Samford University
for several years.

Walker spent his adult ministry in
Christian higher education. He taught
for many years at his alma mater,
Howard College (now Samford Universi-
ty) in Birmingham, and served as dean of
students and later vice president for stu-
dent affairs at Southern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Louisville, Ky.- He also
served numerous churches in Alabama
as interim pastor and was author of the
book, Southern Baptist Trusteeship.
While at the Education Commission, he
edited the publication’s newsletter, The
Southern Baptist Educator.

Walker was remembered by col-
leagues and friends not only for his ded:i-

-Commission.

cation and love for Christian higher edu-
cation but also for his integrity and
Christian faith and witness.

“He balanced well his
multiple staff roles as
[Education Commission]
head, editor, writer,
teacher, counselor, and
trusted friend,” said Tim
Fields, who served with
Walker at the Education

“Dr. Walker was a
man of uncompromising
integrity, unshakeable
faith and impeccable Christian witness,"
said Fields, director of communications
for the Association of Southern Baptist
Colleges and Schools.

“His churchmanship, captivating
preaching, deep concern for the welfare
of others, and dedication to excellence in
Christian higher education are a testimo-
ny to his deep and abiding faith in Christ
and to the mission and ministry of
Southern Baptists,” Fields added.

Juanita Wilkinson, another co-worker
of Walker’s, recalled being “impressed
with the manner in which he encouraged
each employee to reach the potential pos-
sible in personal effort and in the work
assignments on hand. He was always fair
in dealing with any questions that might
arise. '

“He was a gentleman and exemplified
a complete commitment to the leadership
of the Lord in daily living,” she said.

WALKER

national / state news

Arthur Walker, retired Baptist education leader, dies

Bob Agee, former president of Okla-
homa Baptist University in Shawnee,
worked closely with Walker during his
tenure as executive director of the Edu-
cation Commission. Agee currently is ex-
ecutive director of the Association of
Southern Baptist Colleges and Schools
(which at one time was under the um-
brella of the Education Commission).

“He approached his work with a deep
and genuine devotion to the cause of
Christian higher education and with a
heart to see Southern Baptists leading
the way in quality education,” said Agee,
who riow resides in Jackson, Tenn.

“His marvelous background as an edu-
cator and his commitment to historic
Baptist theology and polity equipped him
so well for the task,” Agee said. “He was
always available to help schools whenev-
er they needed him and he was an excel-
lent resource for schools and state con-
ventions.” :

Thomas E. Corts, president of Sam-
ford University and a fellow member of
Brookwood Baptist Church in Birming-
ham, recounted, “As a preacher boy at
Samford years ago, the potential of
Christian higher education made a deep
impression upon him — an impression
deepened by his decades of service as a
professor and administrator, and then as
chief advocate for Baptist colleges and
universities. He dedicated his life to that
ministry.

“He brought a warm pastoral ap-
proach to all he did,” Corts said. “His in-

tegrity and conviction earned great re-
spect among colleagues privileged to
work with him.” :

James Taylor, president of the Univer-
sity of the Cumberlands (formerly Cum-
berland College) in Wilhamsburg, Ky.,
said Walker *had a profound, significant,
enduring impact not only on higher edu-
cation throughout the warld, but also
specifically en our Southern Baptist-affil-
iated institutions of higher education. He
will not be soon forgotten, but will be
long remembered for his enduring impact
on the lives dof many.” -

The Association of Southern Bapfist
Colleges and Schools awarded Walker s
highest honor, the Charles D Johnson
Outstanding Educator Award prior to his
retirement.

Walker also had the respect of his
SBC peers.

“Arthur Walker was a senior leader in
SBC life when I came to the Baptist Sun-
day School Board [now LifeWay Christ-
ian Resources] in 1983,” said former
President Lloyd Elder, founding director
of the Moench Center at Belmont Univer-
sity in Nashville.

“He graciously received me and be-
came a valued co-worker in our [respec-
tive] assignments. 1 recognized in him
thoughtfulness, scholarship, integrity
and a profound faith,” Elder said.

Walker is survived by his wife,
Gladys; a daughter, Marcia Walker Ham-
by, director of counseling services at
Samford; and three grandchildren. O

-

Executive Board to hear Belmont recommendation in ...

— Continued from page 1

“It may not be to Belmont’s
liking or to our liking, but we
will bring a recommendation,”
he said.

Frank Crawford, pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church,
Kingsport, who made the motion
that was approved in. Septem-
ber, spoke against the motion.

He said his intention was not
for this meeting to be the con-
clusion to the matter, but rather
be a starting point.

“I want the job done right,
not necessarily done quickly.
That’s what is important.”

Belmont University Presi-
dent Robert Fisher told board
members that his trustees
thought the matter “would be
decided today.

“I hope they will accept this
and we can continue to work to-
gether to resolve this.”

During his brief report to the
Board prior to the disucssion on
the Education Committee’s
tabling of the matter, Fisher as-
sured the Board that “we are
proud to be Baptist and proud to
be associated with you.”

The Board approved the mo-
tion to have the Education Com-
mittee present a recommenda-
tion in May with limited opposi-
tion.

Convention referral

At the TBC annual meeting
in November, messengers ap-
proved a motion to instruct the
Education Committee to “inves-
tigate and study the theological
teachings of Carson-Newman
College” and that the committee
report to the Executive Board
which would then report find-
ings to the 2005 annual meet-
ing. The motion was amended

twice to include all three col-
leges (C-N, Belmont, and Union
University) and that the investi-
gation be done in conjunction
with the trustee boards of the
schools.

In response to that issue,
Stacker reported that the follow-
ing procedure was approved to
deal with those concerns.

“A letter will be sent by the
chair of the Education Commit-
tee to the presidents and board
chairs of the three institutions
of higher education communi-
cating the substance of the
questions and concerns in the
motion referred.

“We request an update of
progress made at our March 31
meeting. Final reports are asked
for by May 6,” Stacker said.

He added that those dead-
lines would give the Education
Committee time to present a re-
port for consideration by the full
Board at its September meeting.

Staff restructuring

During his report to the
Board, TBC Executive Director
James Porch shared about the
Board’'s commitment to its
healthy church initiatives.

“We moved into this about
four years ago. It came out of a
desire to bring the energies of
the staff together with a sense
of passion for something that
could impact our churches for
the glory of God,” Porch re-
called. '

After a series of meetings
throughout the state with pas-
tors, church staff, and laity, the
TBC Ministry Council developed
three initiatives — service mod-
el, leader health, and providing
a church health “assessing and

responding” process.

The service model is how the
TBC staff delivers its work to
associations and churches, said
Gary Rickman, TBC ministry
coordinator.

Porch said that in the begin-
ning “we thought changes that
would be necessary would not af-
fect the organization structural-
ly. We realized, however, that we
would have to make changes.”

Porch introduced the Board
to an “organizational concept.
We welcome your questions and
input.”

The new concept will involve
several components centered
around a clustering of Baptist
associations across the state.
Details are still being worked
out which prevent a release of
the proposed clusters at this
time, Porch said.

Porch emphasized the pro-
posed organization is in its in-
fancy and that more details
should be available by the May
meeting. Porch said the TBC
staff was given the same infor-
mation at a meeting last week.

Before the question was even
raised, Porch told the staff he
knew they were concerned about
where they would “hang their
hat.” His simple answer, “You
will.”

While no time table has been
established, TBC staff will begin
ministry to clusters of associa-
tions during a transitional peri-
od this year, Porch said.

“We are trying to move into a
dynamic area in life of conven-
tion ministry,” Porch told the
Board.

“We must honor the need
for dynamic ministry to Ten-
nessee Baptists and to people
in our state who do not know

Christ as Savior.”
President’s report

TBC President Roger Free-
man, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Clarksville, made his
first report to the Board.

He referred them to the Jan.
12 issue of the Baptist and Re-
flector which contained a col-
umn he wrote regarding leader-

ship. “This is my report,” he

said. _

Freeman went on to stress
the need for both convictional
and cooperative leadership.

“We need to unapologetically
say we are Baptist and say what
we believe,” Freeman said.

He also noted that the best
way to express cooperative lead-

ership is through the Coopera-

tive Program.

He urged Board members to
lead their churches, if they are
not already doing so, to give at
least 10 percent through the Co-
operative Program.

“A church has never gone
broke by giving too much to mis-
sions,” he observed.

TBC motions

Board members voted to au-
thorize its president, Lynn King,
pastor of Hillcrest Baptist
Church, Dyersburg, to appoint a
committee to study the proce-
dures for dealing with motions
concerning TBC entities at the
annual meeting.

Though no reason was given
as to why the Executive Com-
mittee presented the motion, a
similar concern was expressed
earlier in the meeting.

In his report to the Board,
Carson-Newman College Presi-
dent James Netherton ex-
pressed concerns about com-
ments made about the college on

the floor of the convention last
November,

He asf®d the Board to think
about improving policies and
procedures for handling busi-
ness. Messengers need accurate
information. Important motions
should have advance notice. All
motions should be thoughtfully
reviewed for relation to and
compatibility with existing by-
laws and policies before possible
consideration.

He also asked the Board to
consider the convention’s stew-
ardship responsibility toward
affiliated institutions and agen-
cies. “If we're to do our work in
building up the body of Christ,
we must stop letting polariza-
tion in our culture creep into
how we Baptists deal with each
other.”

Other matters

* Board members heard posi-
tive reports from TBC entity
leaders regarding their respec-
tive institutions.

* The Board approved a rec-
ommendation that the firm of
current convention auditors
Crosslin, Vaden, and Associates
be retained for the fiscal years
ending 2005, 2006, and 2007.

* Board members approved a
recommendation from the Com-
mittee on Boards to add Drew
Maddox, a layman from First
Baptist Church, Hendersonville,
to serve a three-year term as
trustee of Belmont University.

* Board members were re-
minded of opportunities to serve
on mission trips this year to
Iowa and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Board members also will prayer
walk ministry sites connected to
Crossover Nashville following
their meeting on May 10. 0
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Summer Camps

Registration Deadline for Summer Camps is March 2

rists
mer

Ctor @ , "
ver B LindenValley Baptist Conference Center
o June 10-12 Journey Weekend for Dads & Sons
pei Journey Weekend for Moms & Daughters
him For kids 1st gma’f ¢ Up and adults .
rity June 13-15 Journey Mini Camp for Boys-
s For boys 3rd-6th grade
e, ¥ :
e June 15-17 Journey Mini Camp for Girls
ot For girls 3rd-6th grade
June 27-July 1  Journey Camp for Kids
For boys and girls 3rd—Gth grade
July 11-15 Youth IMPACT

For students 6th — 12th grade
& CarsonSprings Baptist Conference Center :
ink July 8-10 Journey Weekend for Dads & Sons
nd Journey Weekend for Moms & Daughters
15; ' For kids st grade & up and
a s .
il | July 22-24 Journey Mini Camp for Kids
All g For boys and girls 3rd —G6th grade
illy § July 25-29 Mission IMPACT
"];Jd ' For students Gth — 12th grade
:F-
big To download a registration form and to find ourt costs for camp visit
% www.tnbaptistcamps.org or contact Nancy Hamilton, Camping
= Ministry Specialist, at 800.558.2090, ext. 2085 or
d camps@tnbaptist.org.
2n-
in
s CONCLAVE!
1t0
ch The ultimate Youth Ministry training and worship event in the

. Southeast for your entire Youth Ministry Leadership Team!
si-
ity | Chattanooga Convention Center
2(- | February.17-19, 2005
- Early-bird registration open until February 3, 2005.
E.c-
of B 42
ws || Special conferences for:
p * All Youth Ministers
I8 * All Adult Youth Leaders
il * Spouses of Youth Ministers
i * Core Student Leaders (grades 9-12)
W :
st For complete schedule, costs, hotel info, registration information
1;; and other details go to the Conclave web site:
www.southeastconclave.org or call 1.800.746.4422 ext. 234.

i Reminder: March 6-13, 2005

Week of Prayer for North American Missions and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.
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TENNESSEE BAFTIST CONVENTION
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Your source for information and promotion of upcoming
events sponsored by the Tennessee Baptist Convention

~DONT FORGET!=

February 3-5 Associational Therapists Summit, Linden Valley Baptist

Conference Center, Call or email Tony Rankin today with questions or
for further derails 800.558.2090 ext. 8136 or trankin@tnbaptist.org,

February 4-5 Mission Trip Tepm Leader Training, Tennessee Baptist

Convention, Brentwood. Learn how to build a mission team and to
train team members. Please contact Heather at 800.558.2090
ext. 2061 for more details.

February 4-5 Handbell Festival, Germantown Baptist Church,

Germantown, Check the web for details www.tnworshipandmusic.org.

February 4-5 Winter Retreat at Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center,

Linden. An Impact experience for All Youth- grades 6-12, All Youth
Leaders, All Parents of Youth, Featuring Craig Tackett, Preacher and
Praise & Waorship led by Inlightened Ministries. Questions? Call

800.558.2090 ext. 7906 or e-mail bharris@tnbaptist.org,

February 4-6 CrossRoads, Chattanooga, An event for College Students,

www.crossroads05.com

February 11-12 Sunduy School Leadership Retreat, Carson Springs

Baptist Conference Center, Newport. Equipping Sunday School leaders
with the tools needed for building an effective ministry. To register, visit
www.equippingu.com or call 800.558.2090 ext. 2054.

February 11-12 Interfaith Evangelism Associate Training ‘Cult Proofing

Your Friends and Family’, Tennessee Baptist Convention, Brentwood.
For registration information and cost, call 800.558.2090 ext. 7916 or
email imarks@tnbaptist.org.

February 15 Financial Issues Facing Churches and Ministers

Cumberland Baptist Association, Clarksville, 10 a.m. — 12 p.m.
Holston Baptist Association, Johnson City, 7 p.m.- 9 p.m.

February 16 Financial Issues Facing Churches and Ministers

Englewood Baptist Church, Jackson, 10 a.m. — 12 p.m.
Knox County Baptist Association, Knoxville, 10 a.m. — 12 p.m.

February 17 Financial Issues Facing Churches and Ministers

Faich Baptist Church, Bartlett, 10 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Hamilton County Baptist Association, 7 p.m.- 9 p.m.

February 18-19 Great Commission Prayer Conference, A Cry For Revival,

Harpeth Heights Baptist Church, Nashville. To download a registration
form, visit www.tnbaptist.org or call 800.558.2090 ext. 7925.

February 24-26 Bivocational Ministers and Wives Refreat, Nacional Parks

Resort Lodge, Pigeon Forge. Contact Ray Gilder at 800.558.2090 ext.
2018 for more details.

February 25-26 Handbell Festival, First Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet.

Check the web for details www.tnworshipandmusic.org,




Page 8 / BAR / Dec. 15, 2004

Promising Young Leaders Bright Hope for Tomorrow,

March 18-19, 2005

Lannom Conference Center, Dyersburg
Program Personalities: Ray Gilder, Bivocational Ministries,

Tennessee Baptist Convention; Chad Ozzie, Illinois; Grant and
len Medford, Illinois; Dr. Jimmy Draper, President of LifeWay
‘Resources, TN; George Thomason, Church Planting Team,
North American Mission Board

Registration
To download the registration form visit www.tnbaptist.org

o m b 5 - or contact Ray Gilder rgilder@tnbaptist.org for further
E“g 3 N information.

Tennessee

L ASDFICESS CHORU

Sunday, March 13
7:00pm

First Baptist Church, Covington, Tennessee

Thank You Tennessee Baptists!!!

Staff and residents of Tennessee Baptist Adult
Homes gratefully acknowledge and thank you
TENNESSEE BAPTIST ‘ = ;
LI |t for your prayers and gifts in 2004.

armes

(There is no charge, but a freewill offering will be

We were especially encouraged withr the dramatic
increase of churches and their gifts for the 2004
Father's Day Offering. We received a total of
$142,528 - an increase of more than $40,000 -
from the previous year.

received during the concert.)

West Tennesseeans, come and join us for an evening of
worship as this unique group shares in music.

The Tennessee Ladies Chorus is a performing choir of the
Tennessee Baptist Church Music Conference. Formed in
2001, the Tennessee Ladies Chorus is comprised of music
ministry leaders from Tennessee Baprist chiarches. ‘The
group includes pianists, organists, children’s choir leaders,
and music ministers from across the statem

This additional avenue of support is crucial to our
ongoing ministry to more than 300 seniors and 55

developmentally disabled adults at eight locations
across Tennessee.

As you make your plans for this year, jot down the date of

June 19 for this year's Father's Day Offering. Happy New Year!! Directed by Paul Clark

Worship er Music Specialist with Tennessee Baptist Convention

Accompanied by Dora Ann Purdy and Vicki Wright

N

: . A 12-hour training
e o for th ose gOIrlg / Is Your Church Planning To Build Or Remodel? \

Does Your Church Need To Make Better Use Of Its Facilities?

E ? overseas on a ' Do You Need Financial Assistance For These Goals?

= - mlssmn trlp CHURCH
-ﬂ”_ . ' =T BUILDING / FINANCE

You will:

3 * discover what triggers and CONFERENCE ‘
CROSS-CUIMURAL- TRAINING - et oo i ' '

witnessing cross-culturally
learn how to communicate in another
_a . culture
J_, explore the Biblical basis of missions
participate in an international meal

February 17, 2005 |
Wallace Memorial Baptist Church |
Knoxville, TN .

8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. |

A conference designed to provide information, training, and
resources for churches thar will enable them to better plan to minister J
in their community, utilizing their facilities as a tool for ministry.

March 18-19 FEATURED TOPICS:
Tennessee Baptist Convention, o Mastbv:Bldsing For Long Range Grawih
Brentwood : * Steps in a Building Program
* Designing Space: Worship, Educarional,
_ Recreational, and Multi-Functional |
Please register at least two weeks prior * How Churches Finance Building Programs
to each event. $20 participation fee. * Planning a Building Budget: A Look At Tam]'l’rojm Costs

* Selecting And Working With An Architect -

For more information, contact Heather

at hwilson@tnbaptist.org or call Registration is $20.00 per person (includes lunch).
800.558.2090 ext.2061. Call 1.800.558.2090, ext. 2040 to register

=




_ Conversuhonul English Workshop

} : *f:ﬁ :g. I';--w-.raw e Mﬂl‘(h I] 13
| e _._I‘Fnéay..wm... i ﬂmm..,.é.ﬂﬂ pm 9:00 pm
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- <To register Or request addmonal information please contact the
~ Tennessee Baptist Convenuon at 800-558-2090 ext. 7916 or go to
7 wwwtnbapust.ﬂrg_ news & events or email imarks@tnbaptist.org

i

f2ck

N
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Who is invited?

Parents, grandparents, couples, pastors, other
ministers, Sunday School leaders, deacons,
weekday caregivers.

Conference Topics:

Effective Parenting Skills
Having a Healthy Marriage
Raising Aging Parents
Understanding Single Parent Family Issues
Sexyal Purity for the Whole Family

____Premarita.l Counseling Training for Ministers

(3-hour seminar)

Conference Dates:

| January 22
Hilldale Baprtist Church, Clarksville

February 5
Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center,
Linden
February 25-26
First Baptist Church, Smyrna
: March 17
North Cleveland Baptist Church, Cleveland
April 9
“Gatlinburg Convention Center
(in conjunction with WMU Get Together)
April 30 .
Faith Baptist Church, Bartlett

e Reglstratlon fee:

'_$1€l per person in advance; $15 per person day
M '_;re.f details and registration visit
WWW. _ or contact Tony
Ran f St «8’“’}{; 58;2990 ext. 8136 or Brenda
Harns atb Ef’éjsnsCf.‘ﬂi"ttﬂrsaprtlst org.

#*

East Tennessee State Evangehsm Conference
March 13-14
Grace Baptist Church, Knoxville

Sunday, March 13

6:00 p.m. -  Evening Session

Music: Jeff Brockleman
Charles Roesel
Testimony: Steve Creitin — EvangeCube
Bobby Welch

Monday, March 14

9:15 a.m. -  Morning Session

Bill Edmonds

James Porch

Tom McCoy

Ken Hemphill

Lunch

Afternoon Session

11:30 a.m. -
1:30 p.m. -

Panel: Bill Edmonds, Tom McCoy, Ken Hemphill, Ron Stewart, Fredrick

Brabson, James Merritt, Charles Roesel
Speaker: Ron Stewart

Dinner Break

Evening Session

Music - Jetf Brockleman

Fredrick Brabson

James Merrit

4:00 p.m. -
6:45 p-m. -

Bivocational Conference, March 11-12
Grace Baptist Church, Knoxville

Friday, March 11 Bivocational Conference

2:00 p.m to 5:00 p.m. -  Breakout Conferences
“Gerting Your Church 1o Pray” - Leigh Ann McCoy
“Keeping New Converts In The Flock” - Ray Gilder
“If I Could Do It All Over Again” - Sonja Wood
“Making Sunday School Better” - Jim Snyder
“Leading Your Church To Be Evangelistic” - Jerry Essary

(One-hour conferences repeated three times)

6:30 p.m. -  Evening Session
Jerry Essary
Testimony: Steve Cretin - EvangeCube
Fredrick Brabson
Saturday, March 12
9:15 a.m. - Morning Session
Kyle Beverly
Tom McCoy
Bobby Welch

11:30 a.m. - Lunch

Apnl 1-2 Sm[dny School I.audarship Beﬁfaq’t

___"_'._f',ppmg‘ﬁﬁndav Schbﬁl -_"." rs with th
hfﬁ:ct:w Munstry For more ihformmgn \ftm;": _

April 8-9 Dmmuhf ﬂ\rts Fesiwﬂl Firse Bapt

= =

Apn] 10 tuopamﬁvl Prngmm Dny E@ﬁmm. rd

Shurch E—L mh rSONV! i

Apul 18-19. (hurth Admmistmtsnﬂ Eanferenc? Hielle Alre Ba pist y Cllivnchi
Murfreesboro, Featuring Speaker Richard Hammar, author of book Pastor, Church,
and Law and the Church and Law Tax Report newsletter.

For more information, call 800.558.2090 ext 2013 or visit us at www.tnbaptist.org

i = = e AT o o T e B
[ o " P il =5 L

April 11-12 Tennessee Baptist Secretaries Conference, Brentwood

April 22-23 (ross-Cultural Training. s Baptist Lummnun Bnntwand

A 12-hour training for those qmns_, overseas on. A mission tnp
Please conract He: H!'tt.‘t' at 800.558. 20‘)0 ext. "'f)bl fm more dc als.

April 25 -26 ev@ngehsm neXt (ﬂﬂfoEﬂtE First Baptist Lhurch Smyrna. An Innovative

Evangelism Conference. Well known speakers include Leonard Sweet, Randy Frazee,
and Ed Stetzer. Wanna know more? www.evangelismnext.org or call 800.558.2090
ext. 7933 |

April 27-30 National Conference for Minisfry Assistants, Ridgeciest

-,
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2005 Tennessee Baptist

MALE U0 T1ELD O
a1 10

" March 12- Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Track 1 8:00 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.
_ March 12- Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Track 2 11:45 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
~ March 19- New Location, Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville 8:00 o.m. - 12:45 p.a.
- Costis $20 and covers a shirt, activities, snack, supplies, leadership and lunch.
~Registration and payment prior to event is required for official registration.

~_ Norefunds after February 25.

~ For more information, contact Barbaza Owens at Bowens@tnbaptist.org
or call 800.558.2090 ext.7905

R it M e R i

| March 4-5
festival at Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
check the web for details:

music selections, registration, schedule, and clinicians
www.tnworshipandmusic.org

March 4-5, 2005
MTSU Murfreesboro
Murphy Center

AMTURING
>>Tony Nolan

Tony is raising the bar in youth ministry by calling students to live their lives marked by holiness and purity and
live close and clean before God. A graduate of Criswell Center for Biblical Studies in Dallas, TX, Tony has also
served under Dr. Johnny Hunt at First Baptist Church, Woodstock as minister fo the College Students for four

years. Tony's gift is preaching and harvest evangelism, which is why in 1999 he surrendered to God's call into

full time Evangelism. Tony's vision is to make Satan M.A.D. (miserable and defeated) and God glad by winning
students for Christ and igniting a spiritual movement that transforms our

youth culture fo live an exireme, non-compromising life for Christ.

>>Dave Hunt

Dave Hunt has been leading praise and worship for over 12 years. He is o humble man with o.genvine heart
for leading students to warship. Dave serves as compus minister at Belmont University in Nashville. Dave
produced both the Centrifuge “Freedom” (D and the “To Worship” CD. Dave was the worship leader for the TBC
regional CONNECT youth rallies the fall of 2002 and was with us for YECin 2002 and 2003 where he led 1000's
of 1eens and adults into worship before Christ. He is back by popular demand and your teenagers will be blessed
as Dave and the Refuge band lead us into worship at YEC.

>>Skit Guys

Tommy Woodard and Eddie James, two high school friends who communicate God's Word through “performance
comedy” - a unique blend of comedy, drama, and improvisation coupled with @ modern-day take on Scripture.
Ministering for more than a decade, the Skit Guys purpose is fo encourage others to develop a vital fove
relationship with Jesus Christ. They are not strangers fo Tennessee

or to YEC and you will be blessed and entertained.

>>Building 429

Building 429 is a group that strives to impact the world with
their words. Their challenge to everyone is... Can you live the verse? Can you live Ephesians
4:297 Can you B429? Ephesians 4:29 says, "Let nothing unwholesome come out of your
mouths accept that which is helpful for building others up according to their needs that it might
benefit those who listen.” Remind yourself that every word that you speak should please the Lord.
Don't be ofraid to hold your friends accountable, because the Bible says we should. Try it out, and
watch the world around you change.

>>YEC'05

Register online with a debit or credit card af www.yectennessee.org
For more information, call the Youth Evangelism Office at 615.371.7933 or 800.558.2090 ext. 7933; e-mail rwatson@tnbaptist.org.
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| BRENTWOOD — A team of eight
£ Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief med-
 jeal volunteers will leave in March to
respond to the Asian tsunami relief ef-

aptlst Disaster Relief volunteers to
ﬂnter the devastated region of the
' Asuan tsunami,” said State Disaster Re-
lief director Tim Bearden.
" The team, which is being coordinat-
ed through the missions office of First
t Baptist Church, Clarksville, will be in
: j:he region for 14 days. The team is
comprised of volunteers from FBC and
other churches.
. Other interested volunteers still
need to contact the TBC Mobilizatioin
Center at (615) 371-2007 for informa-
tion.

Due to security issues, names of the
volunteers and where they are going
cannot be released. -

Now labeled as the largest disaster
on record from the South Asian 9.0
earthquake and its resulting tsunami,
Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief be-
gan its response December 29 by estab-
lishing an Asian Tsunami Relief Fund.

More Tennessee Baptist churches
have been able to send teams because
of direct contacts in the certain areas of

- the world.

A team from Germantown Baptist
‘Church, Germantown, arrived Jan. 13
in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, to establish

Y

i (]
¥ PR e

a base camp for future operations to
the tsunami-ravaged area.

A second group from the church left
Memphis last week to connect with
team members who had been involved
in relief work for several days. The
church is coordinating its efforts with
locals, relief, and government organiza-
tions to meet the basic needs of those
left behind following last month’s dev-
astation.

“We felt it was important to get
there as quickly as possible, to assess
the situation, and formualte a game
plan for how we could best channel our
resources to help,” said Sam Shaw, pas-
tor of Germantown
Church. Shaw re-
turned from Banda
Aceh late Jan. 8.

“Having seen the
devastation firsthand,
we now know the
areas of greatest phys-
ical need are shelter, a
dependable, healthy
water supply, and pro-
tection for thousands of children who
are now homeless or orphaned,” Shaw
said.

The church left some team members
in Indonesia to cultivate relationships
through which future relief efforts can
be channeled. Those who returned, in-
cluding Shaw, are working to assemble

SHAW

- a mechanism to ensure that people and

resources who go to the area will be
used effectively.

national

More than 80 people interested in
traveling to Banda Aceh attended an
informational meeting Jan. 12 at the
church.

“The need there is so overwhelming,”
Shaw said. “It’s not a situation that
will be remedied in a short period of
time. We want to do what we can to
provide immediate relief for those try-
ing to survive the effects of this tragedy
while thinking toward the long-term
well-being of the Indonesian people,”

/ state news

Tennessee Bapﬂsts find ways to minister to tsunami victims

“Asian Tsunami Relief Fund” on check.
Donations can also be made online at
www.tnbaptist.org.

All contributions made to the Asian
Tsunami Relief Fund will be used to
provide relief assistance.

The TBC Cooperative Program and
Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions
provide for staff support and adminis-
tration of funds received. (1 — Compiled

from reporting by Marcia Knox of the
TBC and a press release from German-

the pastor said.
Those interested in the Ger-

town Baptist Church.

mantown effort can contact the &8 i & 3
church’s missions department at P Sl

(901) 756-9450.
A team of volunteers from

First Baptist Church of Concord | ¥ =

(Knoxville) left last week for an

area affected by the south Asian |
tsunami, according to Phil Nel- |
son, First Church missions pas- |

tor.

First Baptist Church, Cooke-

ville, also is coordinating volun-

teers teams through a para-
church group that is in partner- 8
ship with the Southern Baptist §

International Mission Board.
Those volunteers are scheduled
to leave in February and March.
Monetary contributions can be
sent to: Tennessee Baptist Disas-
ter Relief, P.O. Box 728, Brent-
wood; TN, 37024. Checks may be
made payable to: Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention. Please write for

Dr. Jim Shaddix
Pastor, Riverside Baptist Church
Denver, Colorado

A SAREFOOT SURWVOH pushes a wheefbarrow
through debris near the center of Banda Aceh, In-
donesia on Jan. 4. People across the city, desper-
ate for help, ask for rubber gloves and masks while
they help recover some of the thousands of
corpses of victims of the Dec. 26 earthquake and
tsunami. — Baptist Press photo

Dr. Roger Willmore
Pastor, First Baptist Church
Boaz, Alabama

“Expository Preaching”

Tuesday, March 1, 2005 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Cost: $25 per person (includes lunch)
Registration deadline: February 21, 2005

#r UNION

"""““UNI\*"ERSITH

1050 Union University Dr. * Jackson, Tennessee 38305
For more information call 731.661.5160 or visit
www.uu.edu/forms/conferences/preachingpoints
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WMU provides

‘safe water,’
funds for victims

Baptist Press
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. —

Woman’s Missionary Union is
sending more than $37,000 worth
of water purification equipment
to Indonesia to help provide clean
water to those affected by the
devastating tsunami.

A total of 457 different items
from the Southern Baptist mis-
sions auxiliary, ranging from
water filter units to portable wa-
ter purification systems for per-
sonal use, are going to the re-
gion by way of disaster relief
teams, volunteers, and other
Great Commission partners.

Sending this supply to In-
donesia will deplete the supply
of water filters WMU currently
has had on hand. However, Jean
Cullen, the organization’s mis-
sions involvement specialist,
said $100,000 worth of filtering

Join Other Baptists Departing June 25, 2005

19, 2005

units has been reordered and
WMU is “committed to sending
more water systems to help pro-
vide safe, clean water to those
living in the midst of this erisis.”

Cullen continued, “We are ea-
ger to help with relief efforts
through this vital ministry and
are in position to continue re-
sponding thanks to the generous
donations from various church
groups for Pure Water, Pure
Love in recent years.”

WMU began its Pure Water,
Pure Love ministry in 1997. The
main purpose of the ministry is
to help support missionaries
with pure, safe drinking water
as they follow God’s call to serve
around the world. Although
most water filters and purifica-
tion systems are provided to
missionaries serving overseas,
North American missionaries
who serve in areas in the United
States with unsafe water also
have received filters in recent
years.

During 2004, WMU received
more than 1,100 donations from

not to like!

FRENCH
CANADIAN

INSIDE PASSAGE
CRUISE & TOUR

Join other Baptists visiting French Canada, Nova Scotia, and
beautiful New England. Fly from your closest major airport and be
met by ‘your man’ at Boston's Logan International. Start your one
week historical motor coach tour visiting Boston; Mystic, CT; New
York City; Philadelphia; Hyde Park; and Montreal with included city
tours. Relax in your deluxe mator coach and let ‘your man’ show
you the sights with daily included sightseeing.
your S-star ship Holland America Line's ms Maasdam and sail back
to Boston for one week. In route visit Quebec City; Saguenay Fjord;
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island; Sydney & Halifax, Nova
Scotia and Bar Harbor Maine. Let the local delicacies tempt you,
different cultures spark your curiosity and enjoy the cooler climate.
And your ship is designed to carry fewer passengers than other
ships in her class. The ms Maasdam is one of the most spacious
ships at sea with the finest service Holland is famous for. What's
Prices start at only $1898 (per person, double
occupancy) including all taxes, port charges, the motor coach tour
with daily escorted sightseeing and 7 nights in hotels, and the 7 day
deluxe cruise. Add $400 for round trip airfare. Space is limited.
Friends and family are welcome. $100 deposits are now due!

In Montreal board

For information, reservations,
and brochure call 7 days a week:

‘YOUR MAN’ TOURS
1-800-968-7626

Carefree vacations since 1967!

L
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various church groups and indi-
viduals, which resulted in ap-
proximately 300 water filters
being shipped last year.

Because of the overwhelming
support of Pure Water, Pure
Love, WMU is seeking to ex-
pand the ministry to include
digging wells and other long-
term solutions for providing
clean water in areas where mis-
sionaries serve.

“Not only will this provide a
source of clean water for mis-
sionaries, it also serves as a tan-
gible expression of God’s love for
all people as water becomes
available to those living in these
areas,” Cullen said.

“And now, thanks to the sup-
port we have received for this
ministry, we are able to respond

to those in need of clean water
in southern Asia.”

In addition to provisions for
safe, clean water, the WMU
Foundation continues to receive
donations daily to aid those liv-
ing in the aftermath of the
tsunami. 0}

Former Arizona
Baptist editor dies

Baptist Press

DALLAS — James R. Staples,
former Arizona Southern Baptist
leader and retired president of
California Baptist University,
died Jan. 3 in Dallas, two days
before his 85th birthday.

Staples served two stints
(1960-62, 1970) as editor of the

/] state news

w BusGroup
+. Church Bus Sales

Large Selection of Buses

Ready For Delivery
New and Used

- Safety

 Comfort

2nd Annual
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Baptist Beacon, newsjournal of
the Arizona Southern Baptist
Convention. (The Beacon was
succeeded by Portraits mugazinu
in 1997.)

In 1970 Staples became the
third president of California
Baptist College (now Universi-
ty), a post he held until his re-
tirement in 1984. Subsequently
he served as the institution’s
first chancellor for six vears. Be-
tween stints at the Beacon, he
was executive vice president at
Grand Canyon College (mow
University) in Phoenix. 0 ™°
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| CLASSIFIED ™

MINISTRY — OTHER
Part-time secretary/receptionist
needed to work in a positive en-
vironment at a local church.
Must have experience with Mi-
crosoft Office Applications. This
person should have positive per-
sonal relationship skills.This job
is perfect for someone with
school-age children. Send re-
sume to Hopedale Baptist
Church, 5370 N State Hwy NN,
Ozark, MO 65721.

MINISTRY — EDUCATION
Parkway Baptist, located 20
miles south of Memphis in Her-
nando, Miss., is seeking a spiri-
tually mature, aggressive, moti-
vated, outgoing team member to
lead the Lord's church in its edu-
cational ministry. Parkway is a
growing ghurch with an unlimited
potential. Please pray about this,
and if the Lord is leading you,

contact the Personnel Commit-
tee at 50 N. Parkway, Hernando,

MS 38632; fax (662) 429-6076;
e-mail bailey_pbc@yahoo.com.
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Celebratmn

& Worship

- FORSENIOR ADULTS & OTHERS

“Louise Mandrell Theater - Pigeon Forge, TN”

August 16-18, 2004

Host

BEST CONFERENCE VALUE IN THE SVMIOKIES!

Ask about Special
Group Discounts

Integrity Quartet

Exciting Southern Gospel

Sarah Holloway
-~ & Beverly Kerr
Opera Performers
With Spiritual Depth

CTOUR & R

CEPTIVE

“ 74@ ﬁ"aéﬁdaf’dq peaﬂée
800-953-7469

P. O.Box 383, Pigeon Forge, TN 37868-0383

www.discountours.com
email: carolann@discountours.com

Citico Creek
Bluegrass/Gospel

Cast Member

Hee Haw
AM 10:00

11:00
11:25
12:10

PM 7:30
8:30

8:50

9:35

AM 10:00
10:45
11:10
11:55

12:10

INDIVIDUALS WELCOME!

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE——

Monday, August 16

PM 7:00 Welcome & Celebration Carl Mays,
Louise Mandrell,Sarah Holloway, Beverly Kerr
8:00 Break & Stretch
8:25 Citico Creek presents Gospel Grass™
9:10 Dismiss

Tuesday, August 17

Creative Worship with Carl Mays,
Sarah Holloway, Beverly Kerr
Break & Stretch

Phil Campbell

Dismiss

Louise Mandrell Show

Break & Stretch

Louise Mandrell Show

Dismiss

Wednesday, August 18

Integrity Concert

Break & Stretch

integrity Concert

Conference Condusion with Carl, Louise

& Integrity
Dismiss




% KANSAS CITY, Mb. — For-

mer NFL and college football
coach Les Steckel has been se-

Jected as the Fellowship of

Christian Athletes’ new presi-

| dent/CEO.

~Steckel, who has participat-
ed in FCA activities since 1974,
will succeed the national min-

istry’s retiring president, Dal

Shealy, on March 1.

! Shealy will remain involved
in the operations of the Kansas
City, Mo.,-based organization
as director of the new FCA

Page 13 / B&R / Jan. 19, 2005

Football Coaches Ministry.

Steckel, 48, said he is “hum-
bled and honored to have been
chosen to be the next president
of the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes. In Dal Shealy’s
tenure over the last 13 years,
the ministry has experienced
tremendous growth. As he
passes the baton ... he will
leave a legacy of integrity and
servanthood. With God’s guid-
ance and grace, I will do the
same.”

Steckel, a coach for more
than 30 years, currently is a
national motivational speaker
and member of Brentwood Bap-

Gary Claxton e Christian Country Comedian
“Mouth of the South”

Wild Game Banquets ® Senior Events

and Family Ministries

888-465-0438

southmouth22 @ aol.com

& o
e

Whether you're planning a retreat for 10 or
a conference for 1,000, The Legacy Center
offers beautifully decorated rooms and suites,
modern meeting space, friendly service, plus
éomething no other conference center can
ptovide: Southern Seminary.

| Located on the historic campus of
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Louisville, Ky., The Legacy Center allows
you to enjoy the benefits of a world-class
conference center and one of the world’s
largest theological seminaries.

Come and experience the difference.

] LEGACY CENTER

|IRetreats and Conferences
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

2825 Lexington Rd - Louisville, KY 40280 - 1-877-444-SBTS
www.legacycenteratsouthern.com - Email; legacycenter(@sbts.edu

tist Church, Brentwood, where,
as “coach in residence,” he has
led several men’s discipleship
programs. -

During his 22-year NFL
coaching career, Steckel served
as the head coach of the Min-
nesota Vikings and helped
guide two Super Bowl teams as
offensive coordinator — the
1984-85 New England Patriots
and the 2000 Tennessee Titans.

FCA, founded 1n 1954, is one
of the nation’s leading min-
istries to student athletes and
coaches. FCA “Huddles” meet
regularly on nearly 8,000 junior
high, high school, and college
campuses for Bible study,
prayer, and other faith-based
activities. Other FCA initia-
tives include summer camps,
coaches and community min-
istries, Sharing the Victory
magazine, and the nationally
recognized anti-drug program,
“One Way 2 Play — Drug
Free!”

Tennessee news £

In addition to the Vikings,
Patriots, and Titans, Steckel
has been on the staff of five oth-
er NFL teams and, earlier, the
University of Colorado, U.S.
Naval Academy, and Brown
University.

He also was an infantry offi-
cer in Vietnam and has retired
from 30 years of service in the
U.S. Marine Corps Reserves.
He holds an undergraduate de-
gree from the University of
Kansas and a master’s degree
in athletic administration from
the University of St. Thomas in
St. Paul, Minn.

A native of Northampton,
Pa., Steckel and his wife, Chris,
have three grown children,
Christian, Lesley, and Luke.

Shealy, a member of First
Baptist Church in Raytown,
Mo., and former head coach at
the University of Richmond
during 28 .vears .of football
coaching, recounted in his col-
umn in Sharing the Victory

Is January 28, 2005.

Conversational English Workshop
There will be a 16-hour Conversational English Workshop on Febru-
ary 4-6, 2005 at the Salem Baptist Church, 8201 Hill Rd., Knoxville,
(865) 922-3490, contact Candace Haley, (865) 688-5746. The times
for this workshop will be Friday, 6-9 p.m.; Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m.; and Sunday, 1:30-5:30 p.m. In order to receive certification for
the worskhop attendees must attend all sessions.The workshop will
be lead by Bob and Ann Sullivan, Literacy Mission Consultants,
Knoxville. There is a $20 registration fee. To register or request addi-
tional information, please contact the Tennessee Baptist Convention
at 800-558-2090, ext. 7916 or go to www.tnbaptist.org-news &
events or e-mail imarks @tnbaptist.org. The deadline for registration

CHURCH BUSES

Biblical Solutions for Life
A Service of L Vay Christian Stores

e 15 passenger buses (no CDL required)
e Over 80 new & used buses in stock
e Van replacement vehicles

&LifcWay

Get the right bus at the right price
from America’s #1 Church Bus Dealer!

46 Passengers

Monthly Specials

e Rental buses
e Trade-ins welcome
e 15 to 46 passenger buses

Former Titans coach, Brentwood layman to lead FCA

that he and his wife, Barbara,
“I often share that coaching
football was the first half of my
life, and FCA was the second.
Now I’m moving into overtime.”

Shealy is a former head foot-
ball coach at Carson-Newman
College, Jefferson City, and has
been a trustee of the Tennessee
Baptist institution.

“As I pass the baton of FCA
presidency to Coach Les Steck-
el during our semiannual board
meeting at the end of February,
I do so with a positive and ex-
cited attitude of joy and confi-
dence that Les will lead FCA
with integrity of heart and
skillful hands.

“Barbara and I are FCA life-
timers, and we will continue to
lead the FCA Football Coaches
Ministry. We will serve the
coaches and their families,
their players, and overall pro-
grams. We want to focus on the
truth of Christ and help the
football coaches understand the
impact they have on and off the
field,” Shealy wrote.

“Just as quarterbacks and
running backs are only success-
ful through the work of the of-
fensive line, Barbara and I
have been successful through
the great ‘offensive line’ at
FCA,” he continued. “We've had
great Board of Trustee mem-
bers, Home Office staff, region-

al directors, field staff, coaches,
athletes, volunteers, local lead-

ership board members, and
donors who have given un-
selfishly. All have gone above
and beyond to lead and serve
the Lord through the ministry
movement of FCA. (1

Stock No. Year Make Capacity Price
24081 2004 Ford/Starcraft 15 $38,500
241199 1999 Chevrolet/Goshen 22 + wheelchair $36,900
235199 1999 Ford/ElDorado 14 $19,800
24338 2004 Ford/Starcraft 26 $46,830
246398 1998 Ford/Federal Coach 25 w/ Rear Luggage $31,900
24284 2005 Chevrolet/Starcraft 34 $79,620
e e e 1-800-370-6180 ¥ '
el e for Car%%&ﬁg  1-615-376-2287
gl s Sy SVl W w.carpenterbus.com
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Laity encouraged
fo submit names
for SBC entities

Baptist Press
NASHVILLE — Southern

Baptists across the convention
are urged to get involved in the
process of filling the vacancies to
be left as people rotate off vari-
ous boards of trustees and SBC
committees.

Through a newly-posted web
site utility, the Committee on
Nominations has begun receiv-
ing names to consider for the
trustee and committee vacancies
that will occur effective at the
end of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s June 21-22 annual
meeting in Nashville.

Every member of a Southern
Baptist church can visit the con-
vention’s web site, www.sbc.net,
and click on the option titled,
“Recommend SBC Trustees or
Committee Members.” A recom-
mendation form will appear on
the screen, and it may be down-
loaded and faxed or filled out
and filed electronically according
to instructions.

“The strength of the Southern
Baptist Convention is its peo-
ple,” said Morris H. Chapman,
president of the SBC Executive
Committee. “None are more im-
portant than grassroots South-
ern Baptists who faithfully serve
the Lord, often in anonymity, in
their churches and communities.
This process is open to any and
every Southern Baptist who is a
member in good standing of a
Southern Baptist church,” Chap-
man said.

In addition to trustees, indi-
viduals may recommend names
for the Committee on Order of
Business, a standing committee
of the convention,

The Committee on Nomina-
tions will meet March 10-11 to

| CLASSIFIED |

MINISTHY — COMBINATION
Seeking full-time youth/children’s
pastor. Please send resume to
Search Committee, P.O. Box
239, LaCenter, KY 42056.

& == & &
L R

Full-time youth/education minis-
ter needed. Hopedale Baptist is
a growing church located in the
fastest growing community in
Southwest Missouri. We are
looking for a person with great
relational skiils who is willing to
be a part of a close, hard-work-
iIng team. This is a once in a life-
time opportunity for God'’s per-
son. We are praying for you and
your family right now. We will ac-
cept resumes through Jan. 30,
2005. Please send to. Hopedale
Baptist Church, 5370 N State
Hwy NN, Ozark, MO 65721,
Attn. Terry Kendrick.

MINISTHY PASTOR
Boones Creek Baptist Church,
304 Pickens Bridge Rd., Gray,
TN 37615 is seeking a full-time

pastor. We are seeking the man -

God wants to lead our congrega-
tion. Please send resume to
Boones Creek Baptist Church,
Attn. Pastor Search Committee,
P.O. Box 8812, Gray, TN 37615.

19, 2005 - N

select nominees from among the
many qualified candidates. O

SBC pastor Rick
Warren cited by
national magazine

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Southern
Baptist pastor Rick Warren was
listed by TIME magazine among
the “People Who Mattered 2004
in the same issue in which Presi-
dent George W. Bush was
named “Person of the Year.”

Of Warren, pastor of Saddle-
back Church in southern Califor-
nia and author of The Purpose-
Driven Life, TIME wrote in its
Dec. 27 edition:

“Spirituality sold well in
2004, but none did better than
Pastor Rick and his faith-based
self-help book The Purpose-Dri-
ven Life, which hit 20 million
copies sold. Though criticized for
preaching Christianity lite, War-
ren led by example, giving away
90 percent of his royalties, cam-
paigning against hunger, and
expanding a drug-recovery pro-
gram for prison inmates.” 0}

TV’s view of
religion grows

@
more negafive
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Television’s
treatment of religion has become
increasingly negative in recent
years even though mentions of
God are occurring more often,
according to a joint study by the
Parents Television Council and
the National Religious Broad-
casters.

e 7
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Youth Celebration
& Worship

FOR TEENS & TEEN LEADERS

June 13-15, 2005
Governor’s Palace & Doll

The study, released Dec, 16,
said Hollywood is not accurately
portraying viewers’ beliefs.

PTC watched a total of 2,385
hours of primetime entertain-
ment programming on the seven
commercial broadecast networks,
including ABC, CBS, and NBC,
during the 2003-04 season and
found 2,344 treatments of reli-
gion. In a similar study released
in 1997, they found only 551
treatments of religion in 1,800
hours of programming, a Dec. 16
PTC news release said.

Among those 2,344 mentions
of religion, PTC judged 22 per-
cent as positive, 24 percent as
negative, and the remainder
neutral. Negative depictions of
clergy were more than twice as
frequent as positive depictions,
the study said, and more than 32
percent of mentions of religious
institutions and doctrine were
negative while just 11.7 percent
were positive. References to
faith in general were most com-
mon and most likely to be pnm—
tive, PTC said.

“These findings lend credibili-
ty to the idea that Hollywood ac-
cepts spirituality but shies away

national news —

from endorsing, or even tolerat-
ing, organized religion,” PTC
President Brent Bozell said in a
statement.

NBC was the worst culprit.
NBC programming included 9.5
negative depictions of faith and
religion for every positive depic-
tion, researchers found. An exam-
ple of a mention on NBC that
PTC judged as negative was on
the Feb. 10 episode of “Will and
Grace” in which Karen, in an at-
tempt to cheer Grace up, re-
marks, “Let’s go buy that historic
church and turn it into a gay bar.”

“Religion and the public ex-
pression of faith is a crucial ele-
ment in the lives of most Ameri-
cans,” Bozell said. “Our findings
should challenge Hollywood to
accurately reflect this in televi-
sion content.”

More information can be
found at www.parentstv.org, 0

Bettye Cothen dies

Baptist Press

MIAMI — Martha E. (Bet-
tye) Cothen died of Parkinson’s

disease Jan. 10 at Vitas Hos-
pice at the Miami Heart Insti-

 Sunday School Board (now

Interfaith Evangelism Associate Training
On February 11 & 12, 2005 there will be an Interfaith Evangelism As-
sociate Training at Tennessee Baptist Convention, Brentwood. The
topic of this conference will be “Cult-Proofing Your Friends and Fami-
ly.” Dr. Bill Gordon, Interfaith Evangelism Associate, North American
Mission Board, will be leading the conference. The times of this
workshop will be Friday, 6-9 p.m., and Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
The cost of the workshop is $15.00 and the deadline for registration
is February 4. The Tennessee Baptnat Convention will cover the cost

of materials and meals while at the conference. For more information
on this conference call Tim Hill or llka Marks at 800-558-2090 or go
to www.tnbaptist.org news & events or e-mail imarks @ tnbaptist.org.
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Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, TN

Carl Mays is authsr 0% ‘!3
books & Speakﬁr at over 2,500
events: resident of Sevier Co.
& host of over 50 conferences
Mountains; speaker
& pragram cmrdsn&tﬁi at

Orleans Bapttat gérmna:y

graduate. Commissioned

writer for Broadman/Holman.
Visit www.CarlMays.com
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Carl Mays - Host

BEST CONFERENCE VALUE IN THE SMOKIES!

3Days/2 H:ghts
$ 1 3 4 Net Per Person
Quad Occupancy
2 Nights Lodging » 2 Breakfasts
All Sessions & Admission to Dollywood

Conference Schedule
Monday, June 13 - Governor's Palace
PM 800 Welcome & Celebration

Carl Mays. Teen Talent
g;% Break & Stretch

10.20 Closing
1030 Dismiss

Tuesday, June 14 - Governor's Palace
AM~ 930 Ceiebraﬁvemi*s?;a
Josh Shipp, Carl Mays, Teans

1045
1105

Teen Talent
1 Leaders will submit
Josh Shipp audition CDs. tapes
Cutstanding testimony
with humor & pathos
MWWH

Christian A Iem

Monk & Neagle
Acoustic duo with
great new sound

-

tute. She was 83.
A native of Chattanooga, sk

was the wife of Grady C. Cothen,

former president of the Bapti

Way Christian Resources of the

Southern Baptist Convention),

l

They were married 63 years.

She was a former member d’
the board of trustees at G-uldeq
Gate Theological Seminary in
Mill Valley, Calif.

In addition to her husband,
Cothen is survived by two
daughters, Carole Shields West-
brook of Miami, Mary Thumplﬂh
of San Antonio, Texas; & son
Grady Jr. of Cheverly, Md; fine

grandchildren and 11 gréat |

grandchildren. O

GLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — STUDENT
First Baptist Church, Lebanon, a

- Bible-believing, mission-minded, "'
fellowship, prayerfully seeks a

minister to youth to oversee a

large and active ministry to junior

high, senior high, and college
students. This is a full-time posi
tion. A seminary degree is pre-
ferred, but not required. Re-

sumes may be sent in confi-

dence to Youth Pastor Search

Committee, First Baptist Church,

311 N. Madison, Lebanon, MO
65536. Resumes will be accept-
ed through Jan. 31, 2005.

MINISTRY — MUSIC
West Paris Baptist Church, P.O.
Box 1285 Paris, TN 38242,
(781) 642-5917, is seeking a
bivocatiomal minister of music. If

interested, please mail resume &t

to Attn. Personnel Committee.
R

The First Baptist Church of Telli-
co Village seeking a part-time
minister of music. Senior adult
congregation, of approximately
150, residing in recreational-re-
tirement community south of
Knoxville. Strong music program
with 35-40 in choir. We lean to-

ward more traditional worship |

style but enjoy learning new
praise music. Anyone who has a
deep love of the Lord and cele-
brates that love through music
please send resume with/photo
to Karen Hardesty, 128 Daleyuh-
ski Way, Loudon, TN 37774.

— R
Neely's Bend Baptist is search-
ing for a bivocational minister of
music. Please send resume to
1345 Neely’s Bend Rd., Madi-
son, TN 37115.
MINISTRY HOUSEPARENT
Immediate need for full-time re-
lief houseparents at the Ten-
nessee Baptist Children’s Home
in Chattanooga. Married couples
only. Call Lynn Jordan or Bob
Segrest at (423) 892-2722.

MINISTRY — ADMIHISTFIATOR
Seeking full-time associate pas-
tor/church administrator in one of
Kentucky's fastest growing
Southern Baptist churches. Resi-
dent membership approximately
1,400. Send resume to Search
Committee, Hillcrest Baptist
Church, 920 Skyline Dr., Hop-
kinsville, KY 42240 or fax to
(270) 886-6231.
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book rewew
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" { 5. - Agamst All Odds

By Chuck Norris
Broadman & Holman, 2004

Film and television star Chuck Norris writes in his

u & ook that the first words his mother spoke to him and
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70 out on top, I can’t say for sure..
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epeated to him throughout his life were “God has
lans for you.” And while that is certainly true be-

| ause God has plans for all of us, sometimes in his

ook it’s hard to see exactly how and where God is fit-

| ing in.

The book’s title comes from a rough start in life. As
| gscribed on the book jacket, Norris, who was not ex-
' ected to survive his birth, would also have to survive
' extreme poverty, debilitating shyness, and an alco-
' olic father.” But Norris managed to conquer all these
| nd recounts his struggle in the 246-page Against All
' )dds.
Norris’ mother took him to church as a chlld and he
| 7as baptized in a Baptist church at the age of 12. His
iarents divorced when he was 16 after his alcoholic fa-
her killed a woman in a drunk driving accident. Two
‘aonths after graduating from high school, he enlisted
n the air force. It was there that he got his first taste
f martial arts. In fact, he credits karate with helping
um conquer his shyness and infusing “steel into my
pine and my spirit.” In fact, much of the book is about
Jorris’ pursuit of championships and the establish-
nent of his own school of martial arts.
 Norris meets Bruce Lee — a renowned martial artist
md star of the Green Hornet television series — and
recomes interested in film when Lee asks him to be in
. movie. He and Lee become friends and Norris begins
leveloping his own reputation as an actor.
Norris’ book is probably a great read for martial

| rts aficionados. (Many fights are described kick-for-

dck!) But if you're looking for spiritual depth, this is
‘1ot the book you want to read. It’s shallow and never
eally goes below the surface. For instance, here’s his

- ‘ummation of friend Bruce Lee’s untimely death — “To

ne Bruce’s death was a powerful reminder of the
r gility of life. Mere than that, it was a wake-up call
me. It reminded me that as much as I believed in
lf-determmatmn and fulfilling my own destiny, I
vas not the person in charge. God was. More than
wver I wanted my life to be about things that mattered
10t merely for a moment but for eternity.” That ends
hapter 13 and chapter 14 starts with his decision to

etire from karate competitions and to turn to teach-

ng martial arts. “Whether my decision was greatly in-
luenced by Bruce Lee’s death or simply the desire to
.” Hardly a consider-
ition about “things that mattered not merely for a mo-

'nent but for eternity” or recognition of who really is in

‘harge!
I am not a martial arts fan, but I have been a fan of

Norris’ since the all too hokey “Walker, Texas Ranger”
series. Primarily because I enjoy seeing the good guys

win. So I wanted to read this book when it first ap-
seared and received so much media attention. But I

struggled to get through it.

To Norris’ credit, he has done many good things. In

1990 he began an organization for kids to Kick Drugs

Out of America, later renamed KICKSTART. The goal
of the program is to help children believe that they can
lead productive lives and achieve their goals and
dreams. All proceeds from the sale of this book go to
support KICKSTART, So, if you have a weak spot in
your heart for kids and love reading descriptions of

karate fights, this is the book for you! 1 — Ferguson is

a freelance writer from Gallatin.

80 |z Im (3«

O S P

r
agmﬂ— - \m ﬁm
A o]

Bible téuchiﬁg

Reach beyond ethnic barriers

By Jerry Massey

Focal Passage: Luke 10:25-37

Some of my most thrilling mo-
ments on the mission fields around
the world have been when I was
privileged to worship with Africans,
Brazilians, Hispanics, and Chinese.
We would sing together, and though
we could not understand each oth-
er’s language, we knew the songs
and the bond of love we shared to-
gether in Christ. Neither race, eth-
nic, nor social status interfered with
our fervent relationship with one
another. That is really what God in-
tends because He reaches out to all
of us with the same love and equiva-
lent intensity of heart.

During the Civil Rights era, a
first-grade white girl met a black
girl on the first day of school. Segre-
gation had prevented the whites
from associating with black people.
Integration changed all of that and
made both of the girls very fearful.
When the white girl returned home
after that historic day, she told her
mother that she sat next to a black
girl in school. The mother tensed up
anticipating the worst. She asked
what happened? The child said, “We
were both so scared that we held
hands all day!” The problems of our
day, when it comes to stretching be-
yond ethnic barriers, could vanish
with Christ-like resolve if we could
learn from these little girls. Even

What about

By Lee Porter

Focal Passage: Luke 19:12-27

Jesus had informed his disciples
that they were going to Jerusalem.
He shared with them the fact of His
impending death on the cross. The
disciples failed to comprehend the
full meaning of His message to them.
As we start our lesson today Jesus
and His disciples arrive in Jericho,
which is less than 20 miles from
Jerusalem. Living in Jericho was
Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax col-
lector for the area and he was very
rich. Undoubtedly, Zacchaeus had
heard many stories about Jesus and
he had a deep desire to see Him.
When he could not see Jesus because

~ of the large crowd at the town

square, he went ahead and climbed a
tree. Soon Jesus came that way and
Zacchaeus had his divine appoint-
ment with Jesus.

After an extended conversation
with Jesus Zacchaeus accepts Jesus
as his personal Savior. Zacchaeus
gives expression to his changed life
by telling how he is going to use his
money to help the poor and to make
things right for any past deeds. Je-
sus then announces for all to hear,
The Son of man is come to seek and
to save the lost (Luke 19:10). Just as
a shepherd goes after any lost sheep,
so does Jesus seek out the lost and
the neglected. It is the responsibility
of all of us as Christians to seek out
the lost and lead them to Jesus.
~ Jesus then tells a parable (Luke
19:11-27). The place, the time, and
the audience for this parable is open
to debate among biblical scholars,
commentary writers, and preachers.
Many believe that Jesus tells this
parable to His diciples the next day
as they walk toward Jerusalem. The

though it may honestly be an appre-
hensive thing to do, we can begin by
joining our hands and hearts togeth-
er for the greater glory of God’s
kingdom.

The Lord’s example of the Good
Samaritan teachés us first of all that
God would have us love people un-
conditionally (vv. 25-28). The “expert
in the law” asked Jesus the right
question out of a wrong motive, what
must I do to inherit eternal life? Je-
sus sent the lawyer back to the law
itself by replying, What is written in
the law? The solicitor promptly an-
swered by quoting the law as found
in Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus
19:18, Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, soul, strength, and
with all your mind; and your neigh-

bor as yourself. Jesus commended.

his response and instructed do this
and you will live. The law serves as
the convicting instrument that leads
us to understand our need for Jesus’
gift of salvation. ’

If we are going to love others as
Christ, then we must overcome self-
centeredness (vv. 29-32). We can of-
fer all kinds of ceremonial or fear-
factor reasons for the “priest” and
the “Levite” who both “passed by on
the other side.” Yet, the simple
truth remains ... they just did not
want to make the effort. The priest
and the Levite lost far more by their
love for self than they would have
gained by love toward others. They
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forfeited the opportunity to discover
the joy blessings of authentic love.
They could have developed into ex-
ceptional men by exhibiting a loving
influence in an uncaring world.

This teaching really leaves us no
other options than to practice unde-
niable love to all our neighbors. To
do this effectively, we must be risk-
takers with love, like the “Samari-
tan,” willing to reach beyond barri-
ers (vv. 33-37). For 69 consecutive
weeks the Bill Cosby Show propelled
NBC to the top of the Nielson rat-
ings. But such success did not come
easily. ABC rejected the show alto-
gether. Daringly, NBC put it on the
air. Ralph Winter made the observa-
tion, “Risks are not to be evaluated
by the probability of success, but by
the value of the goal.” Good Samari-
tans who are inspired to courageous-
ly embrace unforeseen opportunities
certainly receive the “value” stamp
of approval fromx our Savior. In so
doing we never know whose life
might be transformed. Let’s také the
risk and reach beyond ethnic barri-
ers for the kingdom’s sake. Come to
think of it, that is just what Jesus
did for us at Calvary! O — Massey is

pastor, First Baptist Church, Paris.

heavenly rewards?

disciples were probably discussing
the events of the previous day in
Jericho. They may have been dis-
cussing Zacchaeus’ commitment to
serve Jesus with his material posses-
sions. They may have been question-
ing what the results would be if Zac-
chaeus carried out his commitment
or if he failed to live up to his
promises. The disciples may also
have been discussing their own per-
sonal commitment to serve Jesus in
seeking and saving the lost.

Others believe the parable was
told to everyone at Zacchaeus’ house.
This would include the disciples, Za-
cchaeus, and his family as well as
the large crowd which gathered out-
side the house. They had all heard
Zacchaeus’ commitment as well as
Jesus’ statement concerning His
ministry in seeking and saving the
lost.

Regardless of who heard the para-
ble first the message of the parable
is for all of the followers uf Jesus
Christ.

¢ Jesus is the nobleman of the
parable. -

e Jesus is going to leave and go to
a far country (heaven).

¢ Before leaving Jesus is going to
give instructions to His servants (his
followers).

e Jesus expects each of His fol-
lowers to take their gifts (abilities)
and improve upon them.

e Each servant is told to occupy
his gift or to do business with it (to
improve the quality of their service
to the master or to increase their ca-
pabilities of doing good or to be a
faithful witness).

e Each servant is to report to the
master when he returns (we are to
give an account of our service to God).

e When a good report is given the
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servant will receive a reward (if we
give a good report of our faithfulness
in service we will receive the appro-
priate reward).

e When the servant failed in his
assignment from the master, he was
punished (when we fail in our oppor-
tunity to serve Jesus, we will receive
the apropriate judgment).

e The master did not accept the
various excuses for the servant’s fail-
ure (Jesus will not accept our vari-
ous excuses for our failures to faith-
fully serve Him).

e The master took the money
from the servant (if we fail to use our
spiritual gifts we will lose them).

The major truth of the biblical
passage that we are studying today
is that God expects all of His follow-
ers to faithfully serve Him in every
circumstance. Every follower of Je-
sus is to reach out and witness to
the lost. We should take time today
to do a personal self-examination of
our service to Jesus. We should care-
fully examine our moral conduct.
Discuss with those in your class how
all of you can more faithfully serve
Jesus. Each one of us needs to ask
ourselves if we are living up to the
expectations that Jesus has for each
of us.

All of us experience great joy
when we serve Jesus. Just imagine
how much greater our. heavenly joy
will be when we receive our heavenly
rewards! (00— Porter is a retired em-
ployee of LifeWay Christian Re-
sources and former SBC registration
secretary. He now lives in Greenback.
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Leaders

¢ Randall C. Clayton has
been called as pastor, River Rock
Baptist
Church, Mur-
freesboro
Clayton 1s =a
graduate of the
University of
Tennessee at
Chattanooga
and New
Orleans (La).
Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. He has served

CLAYTON

19, 2005 : .

TenneScene
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churches in several roles in
Georgia and Tennessee.

Churches

¢ Philadelphia

Church, Waynesboro, gave
$10,327 to the Lottie Moon

Baptist

THE MEN’S M!NISTRY of Glenwood Baprrsr Church, Nashwﬂe
recently designed and built this wheelchair ramp for a member of
the church. Gerald Marr designed the ramp. Assisting Marr in the
construction was Leonard Glenn, Milton Scott, and Lemuel Wade,
pastor.

-of education; and Dw:ght Hobbs, pastor.

LEADERS OF HOAN PARK Baptist Church, Roan Moun:fain,
stand with Gary Coltharp, left, of the Tennessee Baptist Founda-ﬁ ’
‘tion, Brentwood, in front of part of the church facility. Roan Park Is ¥
renovating its fellowship hall and building a new sanctuary. The
foundation helped fund part of the project. The leaders are, from §
left, Walt Stewart, chairman of deacons, Wayman Janes minister §.

Christmas Offering for Interna-
tional Missions recently. The
church only draws an average
Sunday School attendance of
about 45. Philadelphia has
increased its goals from $1,500
in 2002 to $6.,000 in 2004,
reported Chad Ball, pastor. “I
am thankful for how our people
have given sacrificially so that
‘All Peoples May Know Him, ”
said Ball, who has served over-
seas through the International
Mission Board.

and works for Students Taking a
Right Stand (STARS) which
works with schools. Worship is
at 10 a.m. and Bible study 1s at
11:15 a.m. followed by a lunch-
eon. For more information, con-
tact the church at (615) 255-
0468 or www.edgefieldbap-
tist.org.

Events

@® Seven of the oldest surviv-

¢ Edgefield Baptist

Church, Nashville, will hold

Family Day Sunday, Feb. 6. Dur-

ing the morning worship service
Jim Williams will speak. He is

author of Parenting On Point

ing biblical scrolls are coming to
Mobile, Ala., this month. After
successful
Rapids, Mich.,
Texas, the travehng Dead Sea
Scrolls

Grand
and Houston,

runs 1in

exhibit opens in

Mobile’s Gulf Coast Exploreum
Science Center on Jan. 20. With
12 authentic Dead Sea Scrolls
on loan from the Israeli Antiqui-
ties Authority, the exhbiit will

" not disappoint its many visitors.

The Exploreum will host the
traveling exhibit through April
24. New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary is a sponsoring
institution for the event. “The
highlight (of the exhibit) will be
the Deuteronomy scroll that has
the entire text of the Ten Com-
mandments,” said Ellen Herron,
curator for the exhibit. Addition-
al information about the
Exploreum and the Dead Sea
Scrolls exhibit is available at
www.scrollsmobile.com.

DEACONS AND PASTOR of Short Creek Baptist Church, Chris- |
tiana, pause during a Dec. 19 ordination of four deacons. They

are, from left, front row, Bill Spence, Lartyfrix, Charles Thomas,
current deacon; back row, Keith James, Daniel Thomas, and

Bobby Franklin, pastor.

Students from Dyershurg BCM serve in Chmadurm

For Baptist and Reflector

Editor's Note: The names of
the individuals below are being
withheld to protect the identity of
individuals in China.

DYERSBURG — A team of
college students from Dyersburg
State Community College here
recently wvidited China and
became first-hand witnesses to
what God is doing among the
people of that country.

Laura Beth, Stephanie, and
Jessica, all student leaders with
the Baptist Collegiate Ministry
at DSCC, along with Stan, their
BCM campus minister, made the
two-week trip with funding sup-
port of the churches in Dyer

Baptist Association and other

area churches. The Internation-
al Mission Board of the South-
ern Baptist Convention coordi-
nated the Christmas In China
project.,

“To say it was culture shock
would be an understatement,”
according to the group upon
their return home.

“The Chinese government
allows Christians to have a
church in China,” the campus
minister said, but the church
must be registered, and all that
attend are monitored closely. No
one under 18 years old is
allowed to attend the registered

churches, and the government
‘closely regulates how many
churches are in a city, where
they can operate, and who the
pastor can be. They also only
allow certain parts of the Bible
to be discussed. They do not
allow them to teach the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus
Christ nor do they allow teach-
ing on the possibility of an eter-
nal life with God in heaven.”

It is' the unregistered church
that is remarkable, the group
learned. The unregistered
church in China is reaching
more people with the gospel of
Jesus now than at any fime in
the history of the world since the
first century.

“The dedication of the Chi-
nese Christians was simply
astounding,” Stan said, “We met
university students and adults
who know that their bold wit-
ness for Jesus Christ could
mean that they could go to jail

. but that doesn’t slow them
down at all. Every day we were
amazed at the network among
Christians.”

The local group described the
Chinese people as very kind,
humble, and giving people. The
group said that the Chinese peo-
ple always made them feel very
safe and comfortable and would
go out of their way to make the
Americans feel safe and wel-

come.

The Dyersburg group was in
central China in a city of 1.3
million.

China is growing rapidly as a
player on the world scene,
according to what the group
observed in their travels. In one
city they saw over 100 very
large, modern buildings, being
constructed simultaneously ...

part of a government effort to -

modernize the country and pro-
vide jobs for local peasants. This
was in an area where almost no
one owned an automobile yet.
The Chinese government was
planning an initiative to move
that region into a more modern
era by 2020.

“Our purpose for being in
China was for cultural ex-
change,” the group explained.
The Chinese government is anx-
ious for Americans to wvisit
China. They want to modernize
and improve their economy.
They want Americans to bring
their money and talk about
western culture with their peo-
ple to help them move forward
with their culture into a more
westernized and modern China.

The Dyersburg group found
out quickly just how effective
the Christian network was in
China. The second day in coun-
try, arrangements had been
made for the group to visit as

= o

in an IMB project.

guest speakers in a local school
of over 2,000 students.

Chinese middle schools are
what Amercians would consider
grades 6 through 12. Almost
everyone the group met in
China under age 21 spoke some
English ... but several of the
students were very proficient in
English. All the schools taught
English as a second language
and all Chinese students are
required to learn English.

The Tennessee group was
watched by the Chinese govern-
ment regarding sharing the
gospel of Jesus Christ. They
were told that they would not be
able to preach ... but they could

THE GROUP FROM Dyersburg Staté Community College,
Dyersburg, stand together in China where they served recently

holldays

share American culture and it
would be acceptable to answer
questions,

“Our strategy was simple:
share American culture and let
God open the doors for us to
answer questions. God was mov-
ing because they asked all the
right questions!” Stan said.

“By the end of our trip we had
been invited into three separate
middle schools across the city
and were able to speak directly
with over 1,000 students. They
were ... full of questions ...
many, many questions that
opened the door for us to teach
them about the love of Jesus
Christ,” Stan reported. O
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