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egional evangelism conference . draws 650 to hear Welch 
6.y Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector 

llll 
JACKSON - The 2005 

tet West Tennessee Evangelism 
Conference and Bivocational 
~vangelism Conference drew 
:tbout 650 people here last 
weekend. 

On Friday night they h~ard 
Bobby Welch, president of the 

thern Baptist Convention, 
and Ken Hemphill, national 
strategist, Empowering King
:lom Growth for the SBC based 
In Nashville. 
_ For the first time in many 
y-ears, t4e Tennessee Baptist 
....,onvention meeting was held 
regionally rather than in Nash
rille in one annual meeting. 
I'wo other regional evangelism 

>· !onferences will be held. 
Welch, pastor, First Baptist 

Jhurch, Dayton Beach, Fla., 
:old the crowd how he found 
!_eople interested in the gospel 
~ he witnessed to people in 

ch of the 50 states on his 
idential bus tour l ast 

''
7
'"' .... He added that his visits 

n lll4".rA· 110t pre-arranged and in
~luded :witnessing to people in 
·heir homes and in a truck 
>top. 

Welch said he found that 
?eople "want to know what 
;hey're missing. 

his 
wee 's 
news 

Ridley Barron overcomes 

his grief to start a church. 

-Page3 

>- Readers write letters to the 

editor. - Page 5 

>- Knoxvillian tells of his ser

vice as a chaplain in Iraq. 

-Page 6 

>- "The Update" reports on 

volunteer missions work. 

- Pages 7-10 

> Steve Nelsolil helps tsuna

mi victrms in India.
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'There's an overflow of igno- change everything 
ranee of what goes on in these they might think." 
buildings," he said, referring to The reporter con-
church buildings. eluded, "This is differ-

Too many Christians think ent," noted Welch. 
that non-Christians "know • He encouraged 
where the church is so let Christians to leave 
them get their carcasses down their church houses 
here. and not worry about 

"The only people who do· not how cute or cool or 
know that outside these walls charismatic they are. 
souls are searching are those "Believe and trust 
who don't get outside these in the power of God 
walls and search for souls." unto salvation. It ain't. 

His witnessing experiences you to start with. It's 
in the 50 states were similar, the power of God. 

of the essence because 
people are dying 
without Christian 
faith. 

"Don't you sit there 
and say we've got 
months and months ... 
. The harvest is now," 
Welch declared. 

Use EE (Evange
lism Explosion), CWT 
(Continuing Witness 
Training), or FAITH, 
he said, ASAP. 

he explained. Even though "All the makings of 
Baptists would tell him "it's dif- revival" exist in the 
ferent here," he said, "I United States today, 
wouldn't have known I was in he stated. 

He ended with an 
appeal for individuals 
to join him in· Cross
over, an evangelistic 
project June 18 in 

BOBBY WELCH, president of the SBC, asks each 
person in the crowd to participate in Crossover and 
th_e ''Everyone Can Kingdom Challenge. n 

Nashville prior to the 
annual meeting of the SBC. He 
reported 5,000 people have vol
unteered and be hopes 10,000 
will serve. Crossover also will 
launch the "Everyone Can 
Kingdom Challenge" to w.in 1 
million people to Christ by 
June 2006. 

any different place." His greatest fear is that God 
One reporter who accompa- "is trying to have a revival 

nied Welch while visiting right out there and His church 
homes in Boston, Mass., not- has made up its mind to not 
ed that residents didn't ques- have a revival until we have a 
tion rus southern accent, the rcnval in he1·e. · 

• 
fact that they didn't know Welch noted in Matthew 
him, or his conservative the- 9:36-38 when Jesus talks about 
ology. the need for laborers for the 

In the "presence of His di- harvest, the term "send forth" 
vine encouragement," in the is very strong in the original 
"triangulation of the trinity" language. 
residents bowed their heads "What's it going to take for 
and prayed with him, he re- God to get us out of the house 
ported. and into the harvest?" Welch 

"The power of the gospel asked the crowd. 
unto salvation" came down to He noted that when Peter 
"electrify that person and walked on water the only thing 

On M11C Day 

for Baptist and Reflector 

DYERSBURG - Twenty
three churches sent over 277 
teens and adults to complete 
29 projeets on Martin Luther 
King Day for the 4th Annual 
Dyer Baptist Association 
"Jerusalem Project." 

Each year the churches in 
Dyer Baptist Association join 
forces on the January holiday 
weekend for a 30-hour mission 
that begins on Sunday after
n9on and concludes on Monday 
evening ... and leaves in it's 
wake a series of missjon proj
ects completed in a neighbor
hood. . 

"It's hard to tell who re-
ceives the biggest blessing ... 
the youth who W0rk to fuake 
the "Jerusalem Project" a s:utc
cess, or the local residents wh0 
allow u.s to help t:hem with 
their needs," according to Stan 

's 

WRIGHT CAVNESS 

Cavn ess, coordinator: of the 
event for Dyer Baptist Associa
tion. Cavness is Baptist cam
pus minister , Dyersburg State 
Community College. 

The association covers parts 
of three counties and consists 
of 42 churches. The Jerusalem 
Project rotates between neigh
borhoods in the northern, 
southern, 9r central part of the 
Ass0ciational territory. The 
churches in th.e a:rea designat
ed for the particular year serve 
as sponsors for the annual 
event. 

he did on his own was step out 
of the boat. 

Another thing Welch has ex
perienced as president is get
ting to know Baptists. Welch 
observed that the headquarters 
of the convention is the local 
church. 

Instead of considering the 
convention, Baptists should 
consider their mother or broth
er or neighbor who is lost. 

"Stop slouching toward the 
hole of cold denominational
ism," he challenged. Have the 
"gospel guts" to be one of the la
borers. 

Finally, Welch said time is 

"This ,year we were in the 
central part of the association," 
Cavness said, "This allows all 
of our churches to minister on 
their church fields and allows 
more of the churches to be 
hosts over the cycle." 

On Jan. 16-17 teams of stu
dents built three porches with 
wheelchair ramps, cleaned sid
ing on houses, cleaned the in
side of several homes for elder
ly residents, visited in four 
nursing homes , repaired 
porches, painted, did yard 
work for residents who needed 
assistance, picked up trash in 
several neighborhoods, and did 
some simple carpentry repair 
projects. 

The project began at Dyers
burg First Baptist Church 
with team building ttaini:ng 
that included recre ation for 
the youth, while: adul~ projeet 
l'eaders met to get assignments 

Ken Hemphill 
Using a story from his days 

on the football team of Wake 
Forest University, Wake For
est, N.C., Hemphill challenged 
the crowd to stop spending so 
much time practicing the hud-
dle and considering various as
pects of the faith. 
-See Regional , page 4 

and review the projects with 
the team of carpenters who 
were leading some of the proj
ects. 

The entire delegation then 
formed a caravan and traveled 
to Finley Baptist Church, Fin
ley, which provided the Sun
day evening meal. Following 
the meal, the group traveled 
back into Dyersburg to Hill
crest Baptist Church for the 
evening worship service, fol
lowed by team meetings. The 
meetings covered safety issues 
and revi ewed in detail the 
project. 

The--group brought air mat
tresses and sleeping bags and 
spent the night together in the 
Family Living Center of Hill
crest Church, and awoke to a 
hot breakfast prepared by the 
church. 

Each team was on it's work 
- See Association's, page 6 

• 
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Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE- A team of 
eight tpedical volunteers will 
leave in March to respond to the 
Asian Tsunami relief effort. 

The team will be coordinated 
through the missions office of 
Firs t Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, and will be com
posed of volunteer s from that 
church and others. Other 
trained Disaster Relief teams 
may follow in the future. 

Monetary contributions can 
be sent to: Tennessee Baptist 
Disaster Relief, P.O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, TN 37024. Checks 
may be made payable to: Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. 
Please write "Asian Tsunami Re
lief Fund" on check. Donations 
can also be made online at 
www. tnbaptist.org. 

All contributions made to the 
Asian Tsunami Relief Fund will 
be used to provide relief assis
tance. The TBC Cooperative Pro
gram .and Golden Offering for 
Tennessee Missions provide for 
staff support and administration 
of funds received. 0 

Tsunami survivors 
long to see 
the living 
Baptist Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia- A 
second wave is rushing toward 
the Indonesian city of Banda 
Aceh, but this one is a wave of 
compassiOn. 

"I see myself trying to direct 
the flow," a Southern Baptist lo
gistics coordinator said of the 
volunteers, supplies, medicine, 
and monetary aid coming into 
the country. 

"I have a giant funnel with a 
hose attached and I have to di
rect the water into the places 

~ 

that need it most." 
It i s difficult , however, to 

comprehend .the need. There is 
very little clean water and food 
in the area. 

"We have one egg for every 
two families per day," said a vil
lage chief outside of Banda Aceh. 

Southern Baptist disaster re
lief personnel have been flowing 
into Indonesia since the magni
tude 9.0 earthquake and 
tsunami hit the area in late De
cember, but regional personnel 
wonder if there will ever be 
enough aid to the area. 

"If logistically we could han
die it, there is a need for [many 

·more] people," a regional volun
teer coordinator for Southern 
Baptists said from Jakarta. 

"These people just want to be 
touched," a Southern Baptist In
ternational Mission Board first re
sponder said, weeping. "They had 
seen so much death that just a liv
ing touch was all they wanted." 

Volunteers, food, and water 
supplies will alleviate malnour
ishmen.t, but in addition to the 
lar ge numbers of suppli es, 
Southern Baptist personnel on 

• 

na ional I state n ws 

the ground stress the need for 
prayer for the survivors. "'This 
problem is even too big to imag
ine," said an IMB worker in 
Jakarta. 0 

Graham, Warren 
tops among 
influential leaders 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE- Billy Gra
ham and Rick Warren, both 
Southern Baptists, hold the top 
two spots on a list of leaders who 
pastors say have the greatest in
fluence on churches, according to 
a survey by The Barna Group. 

Barna asked the pastors to 
name thtee individuals whom 
they believe have the greatest 
influence on churches and 
church leaders in America. 
While the pastors listed more 
than 300 different names, just 
10 of those leaders were chosen 
by 4 percent or more of the min-: 
isters, Barna said in a Jan. 14 
news release. ' 
Grah~m was chosen by 34 

percent of respondents, Warren 
by 26 percent. President Bush 
was named by 14 percent of pas
tors, and James Dobson was se
lected by 11 percent. Others on 
the list, in order, were Bill Hy
bels (9 percent), T.D . . Jakes (7 
percent), John Maxwell (6 pert.. 
cent), George Barna (5 percent), 
Pope John Paul II (5 percent), 
and Ma.X Lucado (4 percent). 

Grahazh led among mainline, 
' Baptist and Pentecostal pastors. 
The December survey was . . 

based on telephone interviews 
with 614 senior pastors from vaY-' 
ious Protestant denominations. 0 

Prayer allowed 
to stay in Bush 
• • •naugurat1on 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON The 
Supreme Court turned down ~ 
bid Jan. 19 to have prayer re
moved from President George W. 
Bush's inauguration, handing 
atl}eist Michael Newdow a de
feat and leaving intact the pro
gram for the Jan. 20 ceremony. 

Without comment Chief Jus
tice William H. Rehnquist re
fused Newdow's emergency ap
peal from a lower court, which 
had also denied his request. In 
the pre· · ·.lS week Newdow lost 
twice in both the district court 
and the appeals court. He argues 
that the inaugural prayer - in 
both the invocation and the 
benediction·- violates the con
stitutional ban on government 
establishment of religion. 

Newdow was involved last 
year in the much-publicized 
Pledge of Allegiance case, in 
which he argued for the removal 
of "under God." The Supreme 
Court ruled then that Newdow 
did not have legal standing in 
the case, a ruling that left the 
pledge intact. He has since re
filed the suit along with eight co
plaintiffs.~ 

Slo n our a 

Associated Baptist Press 

WACO, Texas - Baylor Uni
versity President Robert Sloan 
will step down June 1, conclud
ing one of the stormiest periods 
in the 160-year-old school's his
tory, an era marked by expan
sion but also division. Sloan will 
become Baylor's chancellor at 
the end of the spring semester, 
both he and Will Davis, chair
man of the university's board of 
regents, announced at a news 
conference Jan. 21. 

Sloan will focus on fund-rais
ing, student recruitment, and 
promoting the university's vi
sion, he said. And he will relin
quish all executive leadership 
for the Baptist school to his pres
idential successor, Davis added. 

Sloan's future at Baylor has 
been a topic of debate - and at 
least three votes among the re
gents - during the past couple 
of years. But Sloan and the re
gents reached their decision for 
transition "by mutual ·agree
ment," Davis reported. 

Regents unanimously ex
pressed their personal support 
for Sloan's move from president 
to chancellor during a Jan. 20 
conference call, Davis said, not
ing all but two of the 36 regents 
particip.~ted in the evening call. 

They are expected to make 
the decision ·official when they 
meet for their regular winter 

' meeting, Feb. 3-4. 0 

LC trustees 
elect president 
Baptist Press 

PINEVILLE, La. - Louisi
ana College's board of trustees 
voted 17-13 te name Joe Aguil
lard as the college's new presi
dent around 2 a.m. Jan. 18 as a 
crowd of students and faculty 
members awaited the decision. 

Aguillard will succeed ~ory 
"Lee, who announced his resigna
tion March 15, 2004, to become 
executive director of the Missis
sippi Baptist Children's Village. 

In September, trustees elected 
Malcolm Yarnell as president, but 
Y ameli decided to return to his 
position at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Texas. 

On Jan. 13, a group of 
Louisiana College alumni and 
former faculty members filed a 
lawsuit against the board of 
trustees, claiming Aguillard's 
nomination was illegal because it 
did not come from the original 
search committee. yarnell was 
that committee's first choice, and 
when he turned down the job, it 
offered another choice, Stan Nor
man of New Orleans Baptist The
ological Seminary. Other trustees 
rejected that selection, and a new 
committee was appointed. The 
new committee, which was af
firmed by the trust;eey 19-8, nom
inated Aguillard. 

The college is on a year's pro
bation by its accrediting agency, 
the Southern Association of Col
leges and Schools. The agency 

• 

placed the school on probatiOD 
after finding it was not in com
pliance in areas of governaace 
and academic freedom.r, 

SIC leailers say 
there's no plan to 
compete with IWA 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - A state
ment by Richard Land, that he 
and fellow Southern Bap{is.t 
leaders will attend a meeting in 
Europe "to form a new alteJ?a
tive to the Baptist World.lU
liance," prompted the BWA gen
eral secretary to say he was 
"shocked." . 

There should be no surprise, 
Land told Baptist Press Jan. 19. 

The BW A general secretary, 
Denton Lotz, told a reporter that 
"the creation of a competitive or
ganization to the Baptist World 
Alliance ... goes against every
thing theyve told us in meetings 
that we've had .... " 

No such organization, Land 
noted, is in the offing. 

An "alternative to the Baptist 
. World Alliance," Land told Bap

tist Press, "does not mean anoth .. 
er formal organization." 

Land said he and fellow SBC 
leaders have not changed their 
intention "to construct, in dia
logue [wit:q other Baptist leaders 
around the world] alternative }l 
ways of relating to each other ti 
and maintain mutual support, 
ministry, and dialogue." "I never 
intende<J..anything differently" 
than what he and other SBC 
leaders have said leading up to 
and since the SBC's withdrawal 
from the BWA last June by a 
vote of messengers to the SBC 
annual meeting in Indianapolis. 

Morris H. Chapman, presi
dent of the SBC Executive Com-. 
mittee, said the meeting Land 
had referenced in comments 
Jan. 18 at a faith and politics 
panel discussion in Washington 
involves an upcoming meeting 
with various European Baptist 
leaders who, like the SBC, have 
had theological misgivings about 
the BWA. 

"To call the meeting with some 
of the European Baptist leaders 
an 'Ol'ganizational' meeting would 
be a mischaracterization," Chap
man said in the statement. 

"Over the next several years 
we hope to travel to several con
tinents meeting with like-mind
ed Baptist leaders with the 
thought of developing a network 
or fellowship," Chapman contin
ued. 

"All along we have said that 
while the convention voted to 
withdraw its membership from 
the BWA, it by no means voted 
to withdraw our fellowship from 
Baptists around the world . If 
anything, we hope to have a 
closer relationship with our Bap
tist brethren by developing a 
more personal and cohesive fel
lowship with those whose prima
ry goal coincides with ours, the 
evangelization of the masses. 

"We have no desire to com
pete with the BWA in ita work." 
Chapman said. I'J 
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strong for a 17-month-old heart. Josh 
died five days after the accident. ;:· ~~ 

- " And, just like that, at Eastertide, Rid
FRANKLIN - Ailf~~ art teacher Lin- ley Barron"s Ufe, and faith, were turned 
Powell~ husband <ffed, she searched upside down. 
three years to find a church to meet "Right after the accident, I re-exam-

he challenges of her life, to help heal her ined every inch of my faith. Why do I be- · 
trieving family. · lieve in God? How do I believe in God? I -

"My son would hav:e nothing to do · came back to some very basic answers," 
'th God anymo:re," she said. -- he said. 
Then she found Ridley Bapon, pastor The search 

.t th~ new Ridgeview Community Forest Hills Baptist had been dis-
~hurch. After the first service, her son cussing launching a new church in 
aid to her, "Mom, I put up a wall for Williamson County for years. 
hree years, and Ridley put a crack in it." Barron heard discu ssions when he 
~Ridley Barron earned his powers to first came on staff there more than 10 

~ 

- I down walls the hard way. His own years ago. When he left six and a half 
,xpenenc~e with loss makes it possible. years later to start a church in his native 
lis faith makes it necessary. Georgia, Forest Hills still had not made a 

lSe, As his fledgling congregation grows decision. 
l9. rom a series of intimate meetings to a In July 2003, Forest Hills pastor Jerry 
try ecent public opening, more people will Winfield told Barron the church was 
bat U~;pe1ne1n.ce his empathy. , ready to make a move. 
or- Tomorrow, Powell will be the first per- "I asked if I could still be part of the 
1rld on baptized in the congregation as the conversation. He said, ~ ou will be the 
ry- hurch has its first public service. first person we'll talk to,' " Barron said. 

Like the Powells, people who hear Barron already had many contacts left 
!:ll...-.·nn preach are struck by his compas- here, and hi!:! good reputation from his 

"He understands loss, and he also un
.erstands being ministered to," said Jer
Y Winfield, pastor of Forest Hil1s Bap
ist Church, where Barron was youth 
:J.inlSt4er for six years. "Both his church 
n. Georgia and my church here minis

time at Forest Hills was another plus. In 
addition, he had been through one 
church planting and was more aware of 
what the job entailed. The Barrons were 
thrilled at the prospect of returning to 
the area they loved so well. 

.. 
RIDLEY BARRON, center, founding pa-stor, Ridgeview Community Church, 

fist 
ap
ih-

Franklin, relaxes with his children, Harrison and-Abby, in their home. -Photo by 
Connie Davis 

B~ ered to him. It made him understand 
err important ministry is." 

- - The accident 
ft had been a great week for Ridley 

nd Sarah Barron and their three chil
ren. They had spent several days in 

rt lilton Head, S.C., courtesy of a. time:
hare sales pitch offer. 

to 
~a! 

As they drove to their rural Georgia 
~me on Good Friday 2004, they were ex
·~u about-the upcoming opportunity to 

a church in Franklin~ where they 
lived when Ridley 

But then a man ran a stop sig:O_. 
Winfield asked Barron If h e wanted to 

postpone the church launch or cancel it 
altogether. Barron asked for a month to 
make a decision. 

"After the accident, a lot of people -
strong believers, other normal church-go
ers, and some dowtuight athei s ts -
questioned me about why did God make 
this happen, or how could a loving God 
let things like this happen," Barron said. 

"God didn't make this happen. We live 
in a world that's got bad in it. Bad things 

who hit their van. But Barron says he is 
not. The man was not drunk or on drugs. 
He made a simple mistake that people do 
every day with less tragic consequences, 
Barron says. 

But dealing with the loss of his small 
son with.the electric blue eyes is more 
difficult. H~ is working with the hospital 
on a settlement to avoid a lawsuit, but he 
struggles not to let his anger show. 

"Everyone who knew him said h e lit 
up a room by walking in," Barron said. 
"To lose him, that's bitter. That made me 
so bitter to see the way institutions deal 
with these things. It's another case to 

r a 
BC noJr.ke1ct at Forest Hills. Rid
.s. ~y drove most of the way but 
si· urned -the _wheel over to 
m· so he could catch up 
nd n some reading. He had his 
1ts .ead down and never saw 

' ----:;---------
To lose him, that's bitter. That made me so 

them. I have to pray a lot 
about my attitude about 
that: I think I've been good 
to this point." 

~~ 

bitter to see the way institutions deal with 

these things. ·~. I have to pray a lot about my 

The church 

man wno missed the stop 
~n ign and slammed broadside 
ng 
ist 

their van. 
"The last thing I heard 

.arah say was 'Oh, my word.' 

attitude about that.- Ridley Barron, pastor ' 

Early in Jun e, B arron 
called Winfield and said h e 
believed God wanted him to 
go to Franklin and move for
ward with the church. He 
and his children moved to 
Franklin the next month. 

'he next thing I knew, I could hear my 
lde.st son, H..ar.rison, in the back seat 
\;H::,C;\uuui~;;., 'Daddy, are we in a dream? 
\That's happening to Momma?' 

~d "Sarah was doing what's called a 
•~ ........ th rattle. Her last breath just went 

lp- of her. I immediately started scream-
tlg at her, 'Don't leave ·me. I can't do 

· .' 1 began to pray. I knew beyond all 
a;n:aao•w of a doubt my wife was dead, but 

still continued to pray. An amazing 
alm came over me. God came in that car 

, rith me, and I was able to take car~ of 
m· kids." 

Abby, 6, at<ld lifarri.son, f}~ e.scaped seri
~~r.,•~~ . injury. But 17-month-old Josh had 
to een ejected as the family van rolled over 

1JI1 wice. He was found, still in his car seat, 
ed 0 to 50 feet away. Suffering from head 
!!II 11juries, Josh was airlifted to a Savan- · 

I I 

Jf .ah, Ga., hespital. 
a ·Despite his injuries, docters were say

lp· :1g he might be released in time to fly to 
· a is mother's, funeral the following Friday. 
el· ·he was to be buried in Franklin, a place . 
1a- he Barrons thought of as home. 
!lle But another -cruel sorrow awaited. The 

.osp:i:tal phoned Barlion an:d 'teid him to 
~- immediately. Josh had been given 
~ n adult dose of a medicine designed to 
' ontrol seizures. The dosage was too 

happen. Could God have stopped it? Yes. A core group of 60 people from Forest 
We have to J'emember that God looks at Hills began organizing, and in October 
the world with the big picture in mind. Ridgeview Community Church started 

"God sees more than the 70-plus years services. 
I may be given on this earth or the 33- The first public worship service Jan. 9 
plus years Sarah was given. What God is at the school dJ:ew 327. On Jan. 16, 230 
more interested in is two things - No. 1, attended. 
His glory, and No.2, my eharacter." Roland Lundy, a member of the 

Barron says the search for answers Ridgeview church leader ship council , 
was more a reaffirmation than a refind- . says Barron's ministry has been touched 
ing of the faith he grew up with. by his personal tragedy. 

"I came to some of this in the first cou- "He's a much better preacher since 
ple of weeks. Some of it I still lie awake what happen~d to him and his family," 
at night and think about," he said. Lundy said. "When h e ministers and 

Still, hls belief in heaven was strong preaches to people, he can relate to· al
enough that he preached at his Douglas, most every situation people have been in. 
Ga., church the Easter Sunday after his It gave him maturity beyond his years, 
wife's death. and that maturity comes across in his 

"People told me not to do it. But I said, preaching and his ministry." _ 
'If I'm not able to do it, who could?' " Recently members of the church were 

. That Eastie:c Sunday, two days after stationed at Kroger in Fr.ankHn.'s lode
his wife was killed, Barron told his con- pendence Square to spread the -word, 
gregation, "I realized this ·morning . . . handing out soft drinks and water. If it 
that (the reason) God took my wife Fri- was raining, they offered umbrella
day was so I could celebrate her-resurrec- guarded trips to cars. 
tion today. If Jesus had never died on the The church's vision is organized 
eross, thel'e was no Resu~rrection., and I around the twin lesson s of com.passion 
c::ot:rl<In.'t go on.." an:d character that Barron learned in 

Barron has been working on his char- these difficult months. 
acter since the accident. Many people - "I'm 100 percent man," he said. "I 
who knew his wife are bitter at the man grew up playing sport~. All my life has 

been rough-and-tumble kind of stuff. 
Since tlie accident, I have felt a deeper 
compassion for people around me. Even 
here in the traditional Bible Belt, 80 per
cent of people don't have a relationship 
with God like Sarah did. It hurts me to 
know that every day I walk around peo
ple at the park or the supermarket who 
do not know and understand the great-
ness of God." · 

Ridgeview members have to agree to 
certain requirements - salvation , bap
tism, attendance at a new member class, 
and a membership covenant. 

"I think the church should ask more 
of its members . One thing we ask is not 
come and just sit, but to serve others," 
Barron said. "There's nothing more im
portant than t he faith we have and 
friend s who help you get through 
things. Hopefully, our church will have 
a m.ore compassionate ring to it , but 
there will still be expectations of those 
who come." 

The children 
While starting a church from scratch, 

Barron has been learning to be a single 
parent of Abby, 6, and Harrison, who 
turned 10 recently. 

Trying not to be too protective .of his 
two remaining children, he works at 
keeping his composure in dealing with 
the day-to-day trials of being a father to 
his active and vulnerable son and daugh
ter. ''When I lose my _patience, my wife 
isn't there to say, 'Calm. down, honey.' 
I've·learned to walk away, or to send 
them to their rooms until I calm down. 
Sometimes the spirit of my wife, what 
she was like, reminds me, 'Honey, this is 
hows ou deal with this.' " 

Barron has two.great fears . . 
"I don't want to miss what God has to 

show me. I don't want to get so wrapped 
up in feeling sorry for myself that I miss 
what God r eally wants to show me 
that's greater than that one event in my 
life. · 

"My second fear is making sure my 
kids know what an .amazing God it . was 
that Sarah served. I tell them, she loved 
you more than anything, but where Mom 
and Joshy-boy - that's what we called 
him- are righ~ now, even if they _could 
they would not· come back because it's 
such an amazing place." 0- Used with 
permission from The Tennessean, Jan. 8, 
2005 issue. 
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Regional evangelism confere.nce draws 650 to hear ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

He noted that if each family 
in church would bring another 
family to Sunday School in a 
year and that family joined, the 
Sunday School membership 
would double in a year. 

He challenged the crowd to 
"think exponentially, not incre
mentally." 

Hemphill referred to Acts 1:3-
8. H e noted the passage helps 

HEMPHILL 

Christians un
derstand who 
they are, learn 
what "the 
heartbeat of 
God" is, and 
learn how 
Christians are 
empowered for 
the work. 

He noted 

He praised many of the X church 16 years ago eight people 
generation who are becoming were attending. They met at a 
missionaries in· difficult places "honky-tonk,,. described McCoy. 
because they seek challenge. Today the church draws about 

Hemphill said he doesn't be- 1,600 people each week. 
lieve resources will limit the He encouraged the crowd to 
work. rely on the Bible and the Holy 

"I believe God has the re- Ghost. 
sources. God's not broke. The Bible teaches everything 

"Get the vision," he chal- the Christian needs to know, ex-
lenged. plained McCoy. He and the min-

Three Tennessee pastors isters he serves with meet week-
On Saturday, three Ten- ly and report how many quiet 

nessee pastors preached and times they've had every week. 
spoke about their church min- They should have one a day, said 
istries and then participated in a McCoy. : 
question and answer session on He said he saw the church 
their ministries. They were Kyle grow after knocking on the doors 
Beverly, The Potters House, of homes and talking to people 
Harriman; Tom McCoy, Thomp- about his faith and the church. 
son Station :Saptist Church, Pastors who have been serv-
Thompson Station; and David ing in the same area for a long ' 
Landrith, Long Hollow Baptist time with few results should ask 

· Church, Hendersonville. members again to visit people in the disciples 
were confused about the king
dom of God. They thought it was 
a political kingdom. Yet, they 
would go on a nd do things 
greater than Jesus had done be- • 
cause they received the Holy 
Spirit to empower them to be 
witnesses. 

SBC PRESIDENT Bobby Welch signs a copy of his book, You the 
Warrior Leader, for Wyatt Turner of First Baptist Church, Dyer. as 
Ernie Adams of the church looks on. 

"God is still about this task 
and He wants _us to be a part of 
it," he said. "Jesus Christ em
powered His church to finish His 
task." 

Hemphill noted the message 
of the gospel is "not just good 
news, it is urgent news." 

Christians should be sharing 
"with that neighbor that we'd 
h ate to see them spend an eter
nity in helL'' 

Christians must realize that 
a church isn't theirs, a Sunday 
School class isn't theirs, and a 
position at church isn't theirs. 

The church is God's and was 
given the task of evangelization 
after that assignment was re
moved from Israel, he noted. · 

The Holy Spirit will help 
Christians in witnessing, and is 
apparent from a person's bold
ness in witnessing. 

Hemphill said he was sad
dened by the fact that 150,000 
people died as a result of the 
tsunami in Southeast Asia. But 
he is saddened even more by the 
fact that 1.56 billion people in 

·the world have never heard of 
Jesus. 

God's agenda has never 
changed, he noted. It is to see 
that every person "on this plan:
et" would know of Jesus and His 
love. 

This task is "a mandate," he 
declared. 

Yet Christians have their 
fears. They worry that if a lot of 
lost people join their church they 
might lose their fellowship. 

Evangelism "is not a .human 
endeavor, but a divine one," 
Hemphill continued, adding that 
no one will receive credit for 
their efforts. 

"This is not a mundane task 
to be dreaded. This is a kingly 
command to be embraced." 

Southern Baptists are part
ners in the task, which is why 
Southern Baptists are orga
nized, he explained. Denomina
tional workers "exist to help you 
complete the task that God has 
given us to complete," he ex
plained. 

David Landrith their homes. They also should 
Landrith has served Long train them to witness, suggested 

Hollow for seven years during McCoy. 
which the church has grown He noted if he started declar
from about 300 to 2,500 in atten- ing the Bible was inerrant, the 
dance. Last year it baptized 275. crowd would get excited: 

Landrith, referring to I Thes- "It is inerrant, but if we really 
salonians, said the church needs believed it, we'd be acting it-out." 
leadership, boldness, authentici- - Currently about 85 members 
ty, a biblical base, to be marked of the church visit residents each 
by compassion, and to show ef- month. In the fall during a spe
fort. cial study, 317 people were 

''The hope of the world is the saved. 
local church," said Landrith. "Don't you tell me that soul 

Churches can have different win11ing do~sn't work. We've 
styles, but they should have the done it at Thompson Station and 
above characteristics if they are it does work," he concluded. 
going to reach "their Jerusalem." Kyle Beverly 
~ He said the biggest challenge Beverly, founding pastor of 

of pastors is to lead themselves. The Pottei-s House, shared that 
He learned it helps to be ac- he was a church leader and sue

countable to some folks who "can cessful businessman with a 
get in your face a~d say you're great family when he felt .9~ 
wrong." calling him to the ministry. 

He encouraged pastors to love Eighteen months ago he started 
the members of their church or• The Potters House which now 
they may end up "fussing at d·raws about 150 each Sunday 
them Sunday after Sunday after morning. H e has baptized 67 
Sunday," he said. people. The church meets in a 

Church members should school. 
avoid ins-q.lating themselves Beverly said before acceptmg 
from non-Christians, which his call to ministry he was "ap
leads non-Christians to think of peasing and satisfying a lot of 
Christians as judgmenta l, my flesh" and going "through the 
"churchy, and not real ," Lan- motions" as a Christian. 
dr-ith described. What he did wasn't conve-

The church must be biblical, · nient, but "serving God is never 
he continued. On other issues, going to be convenient. We've got 
ministers should pick their to be willing to lay down our life 
fights. Sometimes they should for Christ." 
negotiate with church leaders He realized_ people were "tru
rather than demanding some- ly lost and going to hell" and 
thing as pastor "to justify our 
oneryness. 

"Don't be mad at lost people 
for acting like lost people," he 
suggested, but have compassion. 

'We've won the battle of the 
Bible," he said, referring to the 
conservative swing of the con
vention: Now Baptists should 
avoid arguing over issues which 
are divisive such as Calvinism or 
whether "Baptist" should be in 
the name of a church. 

Finally, Landrith encouraged 
pastors to avoid getting too busy 
and become busy strategically by 
developing skills they are weak 
in such as evangelism or disci
pleship. 

Tom McCoy 

that he could really "make a dif- church does not have a visitation 
ference in people's lives." program. He said it would but 

He told about a "hit list" he the members aren't open to it 
keeps, which is a list of people -partly because many commute to 
who need Christ and/or a church. downtown Nashville to work and 

Beverly said he has seen over have little time during the week 
20 people in the congregation with their families. He said the 
lead somebody to the Lord for church emphasizes relational 
the first time. evangelism and community ef-

And although the congrega- forts. 
tion doesn't have the money to McCoy said his church em
buy a _facility or build one, it phasizes knocking on doors of 
spent $30,000 last year while do- homes as outreach. 
ing missions work in other coun- Landri,.th and McCoy have 
tries and plans to build a church new member classes but at Long 
in Brazil this year. Hollow an interview with a 

"We're going to build them a · church leader is required, which • church and God's going to build can· be done in a new member 
us a church," declared Beverly. class, fo~hurch membership. In 

"The church has been sitting neither cliurch are new members 
too long," said Beverly. His con- voted in by the congregation. 
gregation has become involved All three churches have Sun
in overseas missions despite its day evening programs. The Pot
size and financial resources ters House has small groups. 
and seen thousands of people Thomp~on Station has two 
saved. house of discipleship courses and 

God can move us to "get in- Long Hollow has a worship ser
volved with our neighbors and... vice. It also has a SatuNiay 
when we love them how we evening service. 
ought, we have the privilege to All three churches emphasize 
share with them the love of investing in the community, es
Christ," said Beverly. · pecially in the schools, often in 

"God is ~hallenging men and financial ways. 
women to stir things up" al- The pastors also discussed 
though sometimes it upsets the church business meetings and 
church, he concluded. committees, what the church 

Question/answer period votes on, and other matters. 
Puring a question and an- On Friday of the conference 

swer period, the three men dis- participants had a selection of 
cussed their churches. traiaing sessions from which to 

Landrith explained his choose. 0 

McCoy spoke from Luke 5:1-
11 on how Jesus fished for men 
while he referenced his ministry 
at Thompson Station Church. 
When he started serving the 

PARTICIPATING IN A question and answer period are pastors, from left, David Landrith, Long Hol
low Baptist Church, Hendersonville; Tom McCoy, Thompson Station Baptist Church, Thompson 
Station; and Kyle Beverly, The Potters House, Harriman. 
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~~er had passion for education, co111passion for others 
( .. , 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

In December, Southern Bap
llls1ts lost two widely known and 
1res~pecte~d statesmen and former 
..... .,.u., of Southern Baptist Con-
,,.,.,n,."'on agencies - James L. 
;uuJ.van (Life Way Christian Re
ource-~) and Roy Honeycutt 
Southern Baptist Theological 

). 
On Jan. 14, another Southern 

3aptist statesman joined Sulli
•an and Honeycutt among the 
saints" in heaven - Arthur L. 
iValker Jr. (see Jan. 19 issue). 

Arthur Walker is probably 
he least recognizable of the 
h.,.~ .. , names, but he had a pro

e o,und impact on the lives he 
ouched and in his ar~a of exper
ise- Christian higher educa- · 

His recent death has caused 

iullivan was wise 
T-he..reading of the death of 

·ames ~- Sullivan caused me to 
eflect on several of the wisest 
•its of wisdom that ever came 
rom the mouth of a man. He 

i~ ras the preacher of the bac
alaureate sermon when I grad
!Elted from Union University in 
}50. The following are short 
§!tements or axioms which I re
arember from the sermon and 

l,.n·rn later occasions: 
"You are just as crooked 

.. c .... u ...... 6 over backward as you 
. re forvlard"; "the best way to 

bitten by a rattlesnake is 
unning from a bull"; "the South- ' 
rn Baptist Convention is like a 

, uuc~:; train; and when direction 
teeds to be changed, you must 
•e careful to not take sharp 
urns at too fast of a speed to 
~eep from being derailed." 

Dr. Sullivan was a great sto
yteller and used illustrations 
aost· effectively. 
So~thern Baptists have had 

tD nany great giants in places of 
eadership. Dr. Sullivan is 
~ong the greatest of them. 

Ira Singleton 
ca~dova 38016 

temembers f~iend 
Paul Hall was a dear, dear 

riend for many years. I first 
net Bro. Hall back in 1976, 
vhen I was serving my first pas
orate in Stewart County. He 
ame and spoke at an associa
ional meeting and I remember 
Lfter the meeting we stood and 
alked for a long time. That was 
he beginning of a wonderful re
ationship. 

Bro. Hall has preached a re
·ival or preached at some special 
~vent at every church I have 
erved as pastor, including two 
1astorates cmtside Tennessee. 
houghout the years, Paul Hall 
vas always · a source of encour
Lgement and a "bit of fresh air" 
o ine and my family. On every 

. . 
me to reflect on my life, much 
more so than did the deaths of 
Dr. Sullivan and Dr. Honeycutt. 
While I had the privilege of 
meeting both of those Southern 
Baptist "legends," I didn't have 
the personal relationship with 
them that I had with Dr. Walk
er. 

Most Christians can look 
back on their lives and see 
people God used as mentors 
and role models. We n eed to 
remember those individual s 
and let them know what t hey 
mean to us every chance we 
have. 

Dr. Walker was the person 
who saw something (I still don't 
really know what) in a green, 
fresh-out-of-college, country boy 
from South Carolina who was 
just beginning a career in Chris
tian communications/journalism. 
He first met me while I was on 
the development staff of Baptist 
College at Charleston (S.C.), 
now Charleston Southern Uni
versity. 

He took a chance on me and 
gave me a job as director of com
munications for the Southern 

Baptist Education Commission 
(which no longer exists). The al
most six year s I spent on his 
staff were some of the most re
warding of my life. While there 
Dr. Walker gave me the freedom 
to learn on the job, to hone my 
wrjting and editing skills, and 
an opportunity to grow not only 

· as an employee, but as a Christ
ian. He never asked more out of 
me than he thought I could do, 
but he also pushed me to be the 
best I could be. 

Arthur Walker was the 
essence of a Christian gentle
man. He loved the Lord, Christ
ian edu cation , and Southern 
Baptist colleges and schools with 
a passion. Among the many 
things he taught me was pa
tience and compassion for oth
ers. 

Mter Dr. Walker retired in 
1993 and moved to his native 
state of Alabama, I had only oc
casional contact with him. I wish 
I 'had been able to talk with him 
more during the past 12 years. 
During those few times we di<i 
talk he was always complimen
tary and continued to encourage 

me. H e was proud when h e 
learned I had been elected editor 
of the Baptist and Reflector be
cause he knew that serving as 
editor of a Baptist state paper 
was one of my dreams. 

I have no doubt that God is 
the reason I am where I am to-

day. I. also know that Arthur L. 
Walker Jr. was one of several 
people God used to prepare me 
for where I am today. For that I 
am grateful. 

. Dr .. Walker will be missed by 
· his family and his friends. He 
truly was a servant of God: 0 

Pray for our state legislators 
· The 104th General Assembly is in session and our state legisla

tors will be tackling several "hot issues" in the next few months. 
One issue the legislators are expected to address is a constitu

t ional ban on gay marriages. Defining marriage as the union be
tween one man and one woman and placing it in the Tennessee Con
stitution is the only way to protect the concept of traditional mar
riage, according to family advocates. 

Though I normally oppose changing our Constitution, I believe 
this issue is one that must be addressed. While Tennessee has laws 
which prohibit same-sex marriages, courts across the country have 
shown a tendency to strike down those laws. Just look at what hap
pened in Massachusetts. Homosexuals are now able to legally wed 
in that state. Banning same-sex marriages in our Constitution 
would prohibit Tennessee courts from redefining marriage. 

Same-sex ,marriages are morally wrong and go against God's 
Word. If we have to do something to keep it ''illegal," then so be it. 

Pray for our legislators as they grapple with this issue and others 
in the coming months.You· also need to call or write your senators 
and representatives and make your vi~ws known. You can make a 
difference. 0 - Lonnie Wilkey 

· ~et ers e 
occasion that he was with us in 
revival he would always send a 
portion of his honorarium back 
to us with a note for "Diane to 
get her a pair of new-shoes or a 
doll for Casey and Stacy." 

Paul Hall was one, whom as 
another dear friend of mine , 
Tom Madden, once describ~d an
other individual, "who lit fires in 
a damp room." 

We'll miss Paul Hall, but are 
eternally grateful for the time 
God allowed our paths to cross 
and look forward to that wonder
ful time of reunion in heaven . 

SteveR. Murphree, pastor, 
Midland Heights Baptist Church, 

Shelbyville 37160 

Pray~r service 
I was disappointed while lis 

tening to the Congressional 
Prayer Service this week. As I 
listened to each person as they 
came to the podium to pray, the 
name, Jesus Christ, was deliber
ately omitted by each person 
who prayed. 

In the gospel book of John, 
Jesus was not boasting but stat
.ing a fundamental truth when 
He slilated: "I am tne Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; no man 
cemeth imto the Father but by 
Me" (John 14:6). 

I believe that the enemies of 
J esu& Christ a:r:e trying hard to 
run Christianity out of the Unit
ed States. 

Norma Cox 
Camden 38320 

Churches _don't tithe 
I want to thank you for pub

lishing TBC President Roger 
Freeman's article in the Jan, 12 
issue;.Qf the B&P,. The president 
pointed out several necessary 
things thaLneeded te be said 
about convictional/cooperative 
leaders~p. Yet, with all due re
spect to the president, r need to 
speak-out against a concept that 
was present in the president's 

. . 

article and one that often tends 
to surface throughout TBC life. 

Freeman argued, "Each Ten
nessee Baptist chur ch should 
give at least a tithe (10 percent) 
of their undesignated receipts 
to the Cooperative Program." 
There are several things that 
are wrong with this statement, 
but in the interest of time and 
space I will only mention two. 

First and foremost, the tithe 
is not something that God r e
quires from the local church -
it is something that He requires 
from each of the individuals who 
comprise the local church. 

Throughout their instructions 
to the local church in the New 
Testament, not once do we find 
Jesus, Paul, Peter , John, or any 
of the other writers requiring 
some sort of tithe from the local 
church. Rather, what we do find 
is Christ sanctioning t he prac
tice of tithing for New Testa
ment believers. 

Second, not only are churches 
not obligated to give 10 percent 
of their income to the Coopera
tive Program and other mission 
causes, some churches simply 
are not capable of doing so. I've 
had friends who have gone to 
pastor churches just after a divi
sion/split has occurred or after 
some other horrible tragedy has 
taken place. 

Many of these churches are 
often on the financial brink of 
closing their doors, and often the 
people who are affected the 
worst in such situations are the 
very pastors who are called upoll 
to lead those churches ba·ck to 
successful , vibrant, growing 
ministry. Often, those pastors 
are forced to accept a drastic cut 
in pay just so the church can pay 
its bills. 

I understand the spirit of the 
president's article - eveFy 
-church should be committed to 
local, ~orth American, and in
ternational missions. I thank 

God that I pastor a church that 
gives nearly 20 percent of its in
come to those very causes. I . 
too, believe that 10 percent of a 
church's income is a wonderful 
place to begin when talking 
about the CP. Yet, I'm convinced 
that there is a better way to pro
mote Christian missions & local 
church stewardship than invent
ing some local church tithe law 
that is extra-biblical and often 
inconsiderate of each church's 
particular situation. 

May God continue to bless the 
work of Southern Baptists as we 
seek to reach the world for Christ! 

Todd Stinnett, pastor 
Grace Baptist Church 

Morristown 37815 

Remembers Sullivan 
I first subscribed to the Bap~ 

tist and Reflector in May 1952 
when First Baptist ChurchJ Col
lierville, ~ailed me as pastor. For 
the ensuing 53 years I have read 
each issu e with keen anticipa
tion and great interest. 

The Jan. 12 issue was espe
cially sad for me as I read of-the 
death of Jimmy Sullivan and 
several of my seminary class
mates and comrades in the min
istry. 

I enrolled in Mississippi Col
lege in Clinton, Miss., in 1941 as 
a freshman ministerial student. 
That same summer Dr. Sullivan 
became the pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Clinton. He was my 
pastor until 1943. A close friend
ship was formed that would last 
a lifetime. 

I watched with great respect 
and admiration as he was called 
to pastorates and' leadership 
roles in the SBC for the next 50 
years. I would write and con
gratulate him . I treasure his 
notes and letters and the auto
graphing of many of his books he 
wrote. I used his most widely 
read Your life and Your Church 
as a new-member guidebook in 

all my pastorates. 
Dr. Sullivan plowed a 

straight furrow, as he learned to 
do growing up in "Sullivan's Hol
low" in Mississippi. H is bril
liance of t hought, his integrity 
and honesty in l ead ership, his 
love of Jesus, Hi$ gospel and His 
church, his love and kindness for 
family and friends, leaves us a 
path we can all cherish and fol
low. 

I am thankful our paths 
crossed in the pathway of life. 

Henry West 
Henning 38041 

Proud of eHorts 
News reports continue to tell 

about the terrible hardships in 
t he Indian Ocean nations with 
the tidal wave. Concerned people 
are asking, "What can be done?" 

I am so very quick to tell 
them, "The nations that allow 
our missionaries in are already 
feeling the comfort and aid we 
can give them." Southern Bap
tist international missionaries 
aren't allowed everywhere; but 
where they are - things get . 
done very quickly at times like 
these. 

While others are trying to get. 
organized; we have been there 
quietly moving in and among 
people with whom we pray, and 
upon whom we have influence, 
everyday. 

We don't have all the an
swers; and should never leave 
out the wonderful inroads of the 
other groups; but none come so 
close to being "just what the doc
tor ordered" as our international 
missions programs. 

I saw first-hand Southern 
and Tennessee Baptists at work 
when the tornados hit Morgan 
County a couple of years ago; 
and it made me extremely proud 
to be a Southern Baptist pastor! 

. Tom Mooty, pastor 
West End Baptist Church 

Newport 37821 
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KNOXVILLE - A few 
mon ths ago, Neal Wolfenbarg
er 's plans for the winter cen
tered around his studies at Har
vest Institute for Biblical Stud
ies, working for Pastor Tony 
Crisp at Chilhowee Hills Bap
tis t Church in Knoxville, and 
being with his family. 

Instead, Staff Sergeant Neal 
Wolfenbarger is spending the 
winter , and many months be
yond, patrolling in Iraq with the 
1-128th Infantry of the 278th 
Regimental Combat Team. 

This i s the third time 
Wolfenbarger has been in com
ba t , having served in Afghan
istan and in the initial troop ad
vances into Iraq. 

In December 2003 when he 
was placed on off-active duty, 
Wolfenbarger enrolled in the in
augural cJass at the Harvest In
stitute for Biblical Studies, 
which was begun by Chilhowee 
Hills Church. Crisp also offered 
him a part-time position as his 
assist ant at Chilhowee Hills. 
And when a friend told Wolfen
barger about a National Guard 
chaplain candidate program, he 
sent in his paperwork. 

Wolfenbarger had always felt 
that the Lord had blessed him, 
but at this juncture in his life it 
seemed like "it couldn't get any 
better than this." 

Then an ale.rt came down 
that he would be deployed 
again, and his first thought 
was, "What is God doing?" 

''I didn't know why the Lord 

would take me out of this great spond. We try to use different 
situation to go back on active means and methods to reach 
duty." But Wolfenbarger said it them." 
took only "about two days" t o The group saw three people 
understand God's purpose. ~- tum to Jesus as Lord and Sav
itarily, they could really use my ior while in training. 
experience, and spiritually, the "'t amazes me," Wolfenbarg
Lord was using me to spread er said. "I didn't know anyone 
the gospel and witness to other in my platoon before [deploy
people." ment} but God has done so 

He had felt the Lord 's call much. I couldn't have dreamed 
into the ministry in December it would happen this way. Just 
2000, and this new deployment like the Lord providing the 
gave him th~ perfect opportuni- Bibles - someone asked what 
ty to minister to others. In Mis- we needed and I mentioned 
sissippi where his platoon was Bibles. All of a sudden we have 
training, he asked permission 150." 
from the chaplain to start a The group sent their instru
church. The first service had ments to Iraq and were to pick 
five people but grew to highs of them up when they arrived in 
45 to 50. . early December in order to con-

Wolfenbarger said the Lord tinue the worship services. 
has been at work in his pla- J Sometimes,_ traditional 
toon. He has had help from practices quickly get set aside 
other Christians as well. "We when men are serving in the 
have been witnessing to the military. "The first time I was 
guys in the group," he said. in Iraq, I saw a maR get bap
''We just plant the seeds. The tized in a tub from the chow 
Spirit has to change a man's hall," Wolfenbarger recounted. 
heart." "Another time, we poured a 

He and several other guys bucket of water over someone's 
put together a· band with two head." 
guitars, a base, a set of bongos, He said he tries to stay fo
and a keyboard. S-everal cused on· serving the Lord in be
churches in Middle Tennessee tween patrols. "We are doing 
donated the instruments; on~ our job but the Lord has a plan 
church donated 25 hymnals; for other things - a reason for 
the Gideons donated 100 Bibles us being ·there. A lot of things 
and another church donated 50 happen with a platoon both in 
more. Iraq and back home. Men will 
A Music reaches people, come and ·ask us to pray for dif
Wolfenbarger said. "Guys may ferent things. I am thankful 
not come to church but they -lis- that the Lord has put us there 

' ten to· music," h~ said. "Whether for them. 
it is Top 40 or 'Shout to the "When you put your faith 
Lord,' they will listen and re- and trust in Gad· ... it has to be 
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all or nothing. Some
t imes you wonder 
why [things happen] 
but the Lord's going 
to use me in spite of 
myself. You've got to 
trust 100 percent .... 
I want to stay faithful 
to God and serve 
Him. H e will make 
me a better person." 

Although he is re
stricted in sharing his 
faith with Iraqi citi
zens , Wolfenbarger 
was excited to see an
cient sites · in Iraq 
during his first tour 
there. "I was in the 
place where Babylon 
was and the Eu
phrates and Tigris 
Rivers. I was like, 
'Wow, Abraham and 

· the children of Israel 
walked here.'" 

STAFF SERGEANT Neal Wolfenbarger of 
Knoxville says "God has done so much" in 
his 278th Regimental Combat Team platoon 
since their deployment for training and ser
vice in Iraq. 

Wolfenbarger said }le is 
trusting the Lord to take care of 
his wife, Kristie, and 9-year~old 
son, Lane, while he is on mis
sion. "This is the third time that 
I have had to leave my family. I 
don't know how anyone who is 
not a follower of Christ deals 
with leaving family," he said. "I 
have a peace of mind. He [the 
Lord] has everYthing under con
trol." · 

Wolfenbarger said he is . go
ing to devote the next year to 
studying the Bible and, when 
~e returns to Knoxville, to pur
sue his master's degree in bibli
cal studies at· Harvest Institute. 
"When I come back, I want to be 
faithful in whatever He b:as in 

store for me. I love to preach 
and God gave me a gift ta talk. I 
also love teaching and history, 
so I would also like to teach on 
the college level." 

Wolfenbarger said the Lord 
is teaching him much during 
this time. "Pastor Tony [Crisp] 
said in class that the Levites 
couldn't be pries ts until they 
were 30 years old. People called 
to the ruinistry want to go 
through school and hurry and 
get a church. The Lord is saying 
[to mef, 1Hold on - build your 
character.' He wants to get me 
ready." - Pettis is director of 
institutional advancement of Har
vest 1}1stitute for Biblical Studies 
of Chilhowee HiUs Baptist 
Churoh, Knoxville. 

Association's .Jerusalem ••• -
- Continued from page 1 
site by 9 a.m .... with materials 
delivered to each site over the 
weekend under the direction of 
Dyer Baptist 'Director .Pf Mis
sions Joe Wright. Wright coordi
nated the materials consign
ment and delivery. Dyer Baptist 
Association received a $1,500 · 
grant award from Mississippi 
River Ministries of the Southern 
Baptist Convention to provide 
building materials .. 

"Dyer Baptist Association 
and Mississippi River Ministries 
have formed this partnership to 
meet the needs of people who 
need help the most," said 
Wright, who has been instru
mental in the development 
and growth of the 
Jerusalem Project. 

Second Baptist Church 
of Dyersburg provided 
lunches for the teams on 
Monday. Church members 
cooked and prepared the 
lunches at the church, then 
delivered lunches to the 
various sites on schedule 
for a brief lunch break, 
then it was back to work. 

All projects were com
pleted by 3 p.m . . Teams 
then cleaned up their sitesf 
gathered up tools, and re-

' was able to report and stuqents 1 

shared testimonies about how 
they had witnessed God at work. 

"When we began the 
Jerusalem Project four year~ 1 
ago, we had 83 people from a l 

handful of churches," Wright 1 
said, "God has blessed each year 1 
and now we've grown substan. t 
tially in the number of churches L 
participating, the number of 
youth and adults who partici· ~ 
PW , and the number of projects 
we're able to complete." 

Cavness said two churches lq 
the n.orthern area of the Dyei 
Baptist Association have already 
expressed interest in hosting the 
Jerusalem Project in 2006. 0 

Cost is $30 per person. 
4 turned to Hillcrest Baptist 

for a celebration and closing 
ceremony where each team 

GROUPS OF STUDENTS from Dye 
Baptist Association were involved it 
projects such as yard work . 

• 
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Teams needed 
for Rio revivals 
Far "TBVMN Update" 

. 
BRENTWOOD - Over 

~tao ·team.s ofthree volun-
• 

teers are needed for the up-
corning 2005 Evangelism 
Revival in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, to be held Sept. 26-
0ct. 4, according to Kim 
Margrave, Volunteer Mis
sions specialist. 

Each team will consist of 
a preacher, a music leader, 
and a layperson. Contact 
Heather Wilson, Volunteer 
Missions Ministry assistant, 
at 1-800-558-2090 ext. 2061 
or hwilson@tnbaptist.org, 
for more information . . a 

Cross-Cultural 
.. ~ining planned 
For "TBVMN Update" 

BRENTWOOD- The first 
of two Cross-Cultural' Training 
hvents for 2005 will be held 
~arch 18-19 at the Tennessee 

nia~~<- § aptist Convention in Brent-
jfood, sponsored by the Volun
~eeF Missions Team. .. 

Have questions about vol
unteering overseas on a mis
sion trip? Join others who are 

~ntdll a.;::u~L~ the same questions at 
Cross-Cultural Training. 

tn~ll 

Considered how you'll re
Late to the people that you en
counter overseas? Will your 
aClaorts open doors of witness? 
Or will your actions close 
thern? Find your answers 
through this event. 

This 12-hour training will 
help you recognize the influ
ences that shape your world
view and how that impacts 
your miDistry. Discover wh.at 
triggers and reduces culture 

. ,., .... vv•~· Discuss th.e uniqu.e 
challenges of witnessing cross
culturally. Explore the biblical 
basis of mi.ssions. 

Included in the training 
are: an international dinner; 
ministering cross-culturally; 
m.issiological issues; incarna
tional ministry; and the bless-

, ing. 

The second Cross-Cultural. 
Training will be held April 22-
23 at Tennessee Baptist Con
vention Center, Brentwood. 

Registration is $20 per per
son. Register on line at 
www.tnbaptist.org, or contact 
Heather Wilson, Volunteer 
:ryfissions Ministry assistant, 
at 1-800-558-2090 ext. 2061 OF 
hwilson@tnbaptist.org. a 

r----.J/ 

r---.J/ 
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Canadian seminary is new 2006 partnership venue 
By Marcia .Knox 
For "TBVMN Update" 

COCHRANE, Alberta, Cana
da - The Canadian Convention 
of Southern Baptists is seeking 
to plant 1,000 churches by 2020 
and through a 2006 partnership 
with the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention and the Canadian 
Southern Baptist Seminary and 
with God's help it will happen. 

The TBC approved a part
nership with the Canadian 
Seminary in Cochrane, Alberta, 
to begin January 2006 and con
tinue through December 2010 
at its annual meeting, according 
to Kim Margrave, Volunteer 
Missions specialist. 

· "The purpose of the partner
ship is that Tennessee Baptists 
would work with the Canadian 
Seminary so that Canadian 
Baptist leaders could be trained 
to plant churches and lead 
churches to evangelize Canada 
for Christ," said Richard Black
aby, Seminary president. "Since 
the Canadian Convention is 
seeking to plant 1,000 churches 
by 2020, the Seminary is striv
ing to train as many leaders as 
possible to make this happen. 

By Marcia Knox 
For "TBVMN Update" 

BRENTWOOD - "Jesus is 
not a familiar face in Mon
tana," according to Jason 
Cruise, senior pastor at Bel
mont Heights Baptist. Church, 
Nashville, who has traveled 
twice to Montana. 

If Cruise is correct, then 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
volunteers will have a chal~ 
lenge facing them in the part
nership with the Montana 
Southern Baptist Convention 
in Billings, te begin January 
2006 and ce:ntinue through De
cember 2010. 

"It's hard to scrape out a liv
ing in Montana, and people 
don't have a lot of money," said 
Cruise. "Alcoholism is high. · 
People are lonely, and neigh
bors may be two miles down 
the road or even further. As for 
technology, churches are starv
ing for it. Even the larger 
churches don't have near what 
we have here in Tennessee." 

The TBC approved a part
nership with the Montana 
Southern Baptist Convention 
in Billings, Mont., at its annual 
meeting, aceerdi11g to Kim. 
Maxgtave, Volunteer Missions 
specialist. 

"Montana is a true pioneer 

"We need a strong conven
tion of churches like that in 
Tennessee to walk with us at 
the seminary so we can provide 
the best training possible for 
those who will seek to claim 
Canada for Christ." ~ 

"The majority of our students 
are first gener~tion Christians 
so they do not have a rich Bap
tist Heritage, nor do they have 
a good model of a healthy 
church," said Bill Falkner, Aca
demic dean and professor of ed
ucation at the Canadian Semi
nary. "They need to learn lead
ership principals through in
ternships." 

"There are three possibilities 
of teams," said Margrave. "The 
first is Tennessee volunteers 
may consider teaching semes
ter, Intensive, or J terms at the 
seminary. The second is a Ten
nessee church, Sunday School 
class, Baptist Association, or 
group might adopt a Canadian 
seminary student for encour
agement, prayer, or assisting 
the student plant a Canadian 
church upon graduation. The 
third is hosting a Canadian 
seminary student in Tennessee 
while he or she serves as an in-

SITE OF A 2006 partnership with Tennessee is the Canadian 
Southern Baptist Theologjcal Seminary, located in Cochrane, Al
berta, Canada. 

tern in a local church and an as
sociation." 

"There are many things that 
we would hope to see happen . · 
through this partnership," 
added Blackaby. "We need peo
ple who can come and teach se
mester-long classes. We will 
also need some who can teach 
one-week classes. We have 
many programs, such as our 
church music program and our 
new church planting degree 
that will need support from vis-

iting professors and instructors .. 
if we are to be able to sustain 
them. 

"We would like to see church
es adopt students and then pray 
for, undergird, and mentor 
them while they are in semi
nary and while they are plant
ing a church. After they gradu
ate it would be great if that 
same church could walk with 
that student for five years until 
their church plant was firmly 
- See Canadian, page 8 

e • I as a tn n 

EXPLORING GLACIER National Park are a team from Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church, Nashville, including from left, Jason 
Cruise, pastor; Josh Spilker; Logan Buckner of Kalispell, Mont .. ; 
Nancy Cruise; Erin Fall; Becca Killebre_w; Julie Jaggers; Michael 
Stewart; Bill Killebrew; and Silas Stamey. 

state for Southern Baptists 
with only 130 churches," said 
Jeff Clark, Montana Southern 
Baptist Convention executive 
director, who is a native of 

· Winchester, Tenn., and a grad
uate of Carson-Newman Col
lege. ('Most people are first and 
second generation Christians. 
The needs are great. within the 
churches and the state conven
tion. We need discipleship and 
evangelism. Many small Mon
tana towns have no churches. 

uwe need volunteers to go 
into the communities to start 
churches and strengthen exist
ing churches. We need help in 

discipling first generation 
Christians and providing train
mg. 

"Montana has large areas of 
rural ministry and some large 

• 
towns, but the remote areas 
may have the closest Wal-Mart 
or McDonald's three and a half 
hours away by car. We post on 
our web site the ministry facts, 
because we don't want people 
to come out here to minister .. , 
with a false sense of purpose." 

An example of a remote area 
would be Winnett, with a popu
lation of 190 in the city and on
ly 500 people in Petroleum 
County, according to Clark. 

"We are seeking different 
ways to do ministry out here. 
There is nothing as remote in 
Tennessee as in Montana. Out 
here the nearest gas station 
might be 60 miles from your 
home. 

"Contrasting with the rural 
areas are the metropolitan 
areas which are growing very 
fast such as the Bozeman area. 
This area is filling up with the 
ranches of the Hollywood 
types." 

Clark explains it as two 
emerging extremes between 
the cities and the rural areas 
where urban church planters 
and remote rural church 
planters are needed. 

(We have a broad spectrum 
of mission projects to offer from 
the traditional group project to 
help strengthen churches to 
group projects with a missions 
mindset such as urban area 
block parties." 

«Our l?erspective of the Mon
tana partner ship is that it will 
be based on church relation
ships, and it will be done with 
church to church links," said 
Margrave. 

((Montana is the size ·of Geor
gia, Alabama, and Mississippi 
combined geographically. The 
population is under one million." 
- See Montana, page 8 

, 
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Canadi.an seminary is new 2006 partnership ••• 
ment,"' added Falkner .. We 
need teachers with masters de
grees preferring a seminary 
based degree such as M . DIY. or 
Christian Education to teach on 
the undergraduate level and an 
earned doctorate or equivalent 
degree to teach on the graduate 
level with church based experi
enced. 

- Continued from page 7 
established. 

.. We will also need building 
teams who can come and do 
construction on our seminary 

campus. We 
also have need 
of landscapers 
and librarians 
who can give 
time in the 
summers to 
help us devel-
op our proper-

BLACKABY ty and our li
brary ... 

Blackaby also noted the need 
for prayer supporters who will 
regularly lift them up in prayer 
as they face many challenges in 
Canada. In addition to prayer , 
other resources are needed from 
retired pastors and professors 
who would like to donate their 
libraries to the Seminary. 

Other volunteers needed for 
the Seminary are those with 
specialized expertise iri comput
ers, distance education, archi
tecture, and curriculum devel
opment. 

In t urn, the Seminary will 

- Continued from page 7 
There are six Baptist asso

ciations and five associational 
missionaries who serve Mon
tana. There are also seven Na
tive American Indian reserva
tions. 

Steven s Street Baptist 
Church in Cookeville has h ad 
an eight-year partnership 
with First Baptist Church of 
Poplar, Mont. , which is locat
ed on the F t. Peck Indian 
Reservation in the northeast 
corner of the state. The Ft. 
Peck Reservation is home to 
Native American Sioux and 
oth er Canadian First Nation 
tribes . 

Stevens Street Church has 
taken mission trips to First 
Church since 1997 where they 
have led three-day VBS pro
grams culminating in carni
vals to community events and 
revivals. 

"The greatest n eed is shar
ing the gospel in the area," 
said Tim Franks, Stevens 
Street Church, associate pas
tor. "They need the hope of the 
gospel on the Indian Reserva
tion. The people are caught up 
in alcoholism, gambling, dys
functional family life, and 
poverty, which are sympto
matic in needing the hope that 
the Lord brings." 

"When our church members 
come home from Montana, 
they come home struggling 
that they should return to 
minister out there. It's out 
west and a new cultur e. It 
takes years to develop rela
tionships where the people 
have confidence in your 

provide to the TBC a '"Mission 
Experience" option for Ten
nessee seminary students to 
study for a semester or more at 
the Canadian Seminary in or
der to experience theological ed
ucation in an international and 
multi-cultural context. 

• 

"TBC will identify possible 
volunteers to do short term 
teaching such as J terms for 
January and June and Inten
sive terms, both in residence at 
the seminary or from Tennessee 
online," said Falkner. "There 
will also be opportunities for 
visiting professors for one or 
two semesters." 

"Academic teaching requests 
are already available," said 
Margrave. "Those interested in 
voiunteering will have housing 
needs furnished and transporta
tion needs arranged as avail
able by the Canadian Seminary. 
Acaden+ic positions are expected 
to last around 15 weeks per se
mester and one week for Inten-
sives or J terms. 

"These project s may be suit
able for Tennessee pastors who 
would be willing to take a sab-

teams. Our teams have been 
families from Steven Street 
Church ranging from small to 

- large team s." 
"I came home effected by 

the whole thing in Montana 
and by especi~lly the people," 
noted Cruise after his first 
t rip to Montana in January 
2004. 

Doug Hutcheson, Montana 
Convention Evangelism de
partment co-director , called 
Cruise to come speak at their 
annual evangelism conference 
on issues surrounding outdoor 
ministry. 

"Having yet to go to Mon
tana, I said yes on the spot," 
said Cruise. 

/ 

"At least 43 percent of Mon
tanans own a hunting or fish
ing license, so every other per
son you meet in Montana en
gages the outdoors on some 
level. It is a state ripe for out
door ministry. 

"I had a blast, and fell in 
immediate love with the peo
ple. They are down to earth 
folks who let you be yourself. 
I taught two confer~nce~ on 
how to build an outdoor min
istry in churches, preached 
around th e topic of 'Sharing 
Your Faith Through Your 
Life's Passion,' and then 
packed for home. I made some 
super relationships with some 
super people." 

However , strange things 
happened as Cruise boarded 
his plane back to the Volun
teer state with the Big Sky 
country left behind. "My heart 
_wasn 't ready to leave. I cam e 
back to my congregation and 

baticalleave to teach at an ac
credited seminary. There is a 
possibility of two or more posi
tions a semester. 

"Othe:r volunteers might be 
state convention people and 
Tennessee co11ege students who 
are interested in the chw·ch 
planting movement." 

"TBC churches and others 
related to the churches h ave 

FALKNER 

staff that are 
qualified to do 
the jobs," said 
Falkner. 
"There are 
also Life Way 
personnel, 
TBC Universi
ty and College 
faculty, and 
retired indi

viduals who are qualified from 
these institutions to teach . 

'We have already used TBC 
staff as volunteers for faculty for 
some classes. TBC Volunteer 
Missions office will serve as a 
clearing house, and they will 
send us a. list of qualified people." 

"Teaching is one of the signif
icant elements ofthe agree-

e ••• 

"We also are looking for suc
cessful ministers who can 
teach what they have learned 
from the field,"' added Blacka
by. "We especially need people 
who could give four months to 
serve with us during a full se
mester." 

"Our faculty is limited, but i t 
needs to expand to meet the 
needs of the growing enroll-
• ments," said Falkner. "The 
Canadian Seminary is consid
ered a mission field, because all 
th e faculty are either IMB or 
NAME partnership missionar
ies ." 

According to Falkner, th ere 
are 220 SBC churches in Cana
da, which average around 65 
people or they are new church 
starts. Canadian students are 

DISCUSSING PLANS for the Montana part_nership are, from left, Kim 
Margrave, TBC Volunteer Missions specialist; Jeff Clark, Montana 
Baptist Convention executive director; James Porch, TBC executive 
director; and a volunteer of First Baptist Church, Poplar, Mont. 

told t hem, 'I don't lmow why, 
nor do I even know how, but 
God is going to do something 
with Montana ·and Belmont 
Heights Church.' " 

A few weeks later a second 
trip was planned with a mis
sion team from Belmont 
Heights Church going to 
Kalispell, Mont., n ear Glacier 
National Park. 

"We wanted to help a new 
church . plant~ and they needed 
relationships so a bond was 
born," Cruise noted. 

"Arriving in Kalispell, our 
missions team of 11 and the 
folks at Harvest Baptist 
Church laid down a strategy. 
We helped with their Creation 
Camp during the morning 
hours, which was a Montana 
version ofVBS outdoors. In the 
evening hours, we would focus 
on church/community promo
tions, because you don't do 'cold 
call' evangelism in Montana." 

The n ext night the team 
broke into groups Qf three and 
prayerwalked the neighbor
hoods. On Wednesday evening, 
the team again walked the 
sam e streets going door-to
door handing out a "Meet Your 
New Neighbor" flyer. 

"The response was incredi
ble. No one was led to Jesus, 
but roots were planted. For us 
to be received that well was a 
sh ock, and then again it wasn't 
so much a shock. Montanans 
are by nature very indepen
dent people; it was not so 
shocking in that prayer breaks 
down barriers of the h eart." 

Another Tennessee Bapt ist 
who is familiar with Montana 
is Larry Reagan, pastor of 
Adams Chapel Baptist 
Church, Dresden, who spoke 
recently at the Montana Con
vention Annual Meeting at 
Canyon Ferry Road Baptist 
Church in East Helena, Mont. 

. 
destined for ~mn.H churt hl•$ that 
can be as far ,\5' 1.000 mile: a 
part and it 1s a tough . i~olntcd 
mini~tD 

4'he semit'lAQ' ho~:. to not 
only r ece1ve a ble..,t>ing from 
Tennessee Bnptlst::.. but nlso to 
be n blessing to them:· noted 
Blackaby. "'\Ve havl" wond<"rful, 
godly professors and staff who 
are excellent preachers n.n 
Bible teachers. We "d lo' e to Sf'e -Tennessee churches lnYite them 

0 0 ~ 

to speak and teach for spe~iql 
occasions. We also want our 
students to get to kno\\ you and 
pray for your churches. 

"We believe God has orches
trated this partnership. We be~ 
lieve that developing effective 
church leaders and church 
planters is the key to reaching 
Canada for Chris t. The partner· 
ship could not come at a more 
strategic time. We are excited t( 
see what God will do." 

Volunteers interested in the 
project are asked to contact the 
Volunteer Missions specialist , 
Kim Margrave at 1-800-558-
2080 ext. 2021 or e-mail her at 
kmargrave@tnbaptist .org 0 

Reagan was asked to 
preach in October 2004 one of 
the convention sermons by 
B.G.,Stumberg, president of 
the M,.tana Convention, 
which was held at Pastor 
Stumberg's home church. 
Stumberg asked Reagan to 
preach, because Stumberg 
wanted a Tennessee pastor to 
highlight th e· proposed part
nership. 

"They need a lot of new 
chur ch es in Montana, and 
th~y need a lot of pastors whc 
want to be church planters," 
said Reagan. "It is a very difl; 
cult environment for pastors 
to live in Montana, because o 
the climate and its sparsely 
located population. 

"Since my trip to Montana 
I have a greater appreciation 
for pastors and church 
planters in Montana. The sa<l 
rifices that t hey make a re tre 
m endous." 

"I hope to return to Mon
tana to preach revivals, or 
lead mission trips for VBS or 
Backyard Bible Clubs to h elp 
in th e church planting 
process." 

Those interested in work
ing with Montana, contact 
Margrave at 1-800-558-2090 
ext. 2021 or e-mail her at 
kmargrave@tnbaptist.org. 

"Montana has a lot of sma 
rural towns where six men 
play on a team in football," 
said Margrave. "We want to 
do church strengthening a nd 
church planting in Montana. 
Missions teams from Ten
nessee may be larger than tt 
towns in Montana." ';) 

I 
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Marcia l(nox , : . · .. ,,. ·' ; ·, . · ··is remodeling the school into 
' . "TBVMN Update" !.: · .,... • four (2) bedioom apartments, 

not 
HUNTSVILLE - Tff~ new 

County Help Center, a gov
)rllme~nt and an ecumenical 
•nilnistry center, is set to open 

.l.{) to help one ofthe top 10 
!I.·J.\!1;:)~ cl.epFessed counties in the 
,tate, according to David Acres, 

· Emory/New River Baptist 
~sociation director of missions. 

"Dwight Murphy, county 
of Scott County, got the 

I'UE!a for,.a social ministry from 
he tornados in the fall of 2002 
vhen people were left homeless 
n the area," said Acres, whose 

leii-
00. LSsociation encompasses church-

ve is in Scott, Morgan, and Roane 
:ounties. "Murphy wanted to do 
tone-stop help center of_min

mg stry for people in need, which 
include a food pantry, 

10tJtles closet, house rebuild 
~l'plls , soup kitchen, and other 
·ervices." 

Murphy, a member of Win-· 
ield Baptist Church, Winfield, 

,st, n Scott County, wanted to help 
I 

'" >eople who were homeless from 
rat .ornados and burnouts, stranded 
J vhile travellng, or low on funds 

lue to the loss of jobs by setting 
1p a social ministry for Scott 
jaunty__, as Acres explains it. 

.eof 

0 

G . 

Murpby turned to Acres, the 
ocal branch of the Salvation 
'u-my, and the Morgan-Scott 
;»>oject, a social ministry orga
uzed by-several denominations 
n the two counties, to accom-
"" >lish his goal. Murphy: began his 

· by getting the Salvation 
and Morgan-Scott project 

r ;oE!·etiler with Aeres in Novem-
rto """".,.. 2803. 
:t- Sitting unoccupied in the 

trea was the Capitol Hill Ele
nentary School, Capitol Hill, 
IVhich was a former Kinder

iVho , ~arten through eighth grade 
~" . ;chool, located outside 
3iru. nuntsville, the Scott County 

~overnment seat: 
trs f Now a three-way partnership 
:eo 

one handicapped-accessible 
apartment, two motel style 

- rooms, a food pantry, clothes 
closet, education center, and dor
mitory spaces with showers. 

• Other visions for the Help 
Center call for it to se~-ve as a fa
cility for youth mission teams to 
stay in while they work in Scott 
County, or house people who 
need a place to stay after a home 
burnout. Plans call for the school 
kitchen and cafeteria to be used 
as a future soup kitchen. 

The school was leased to the 
Association by Scott County for 
$1 a year,"and the Salvation 
Army, the Association, and Mor
gan-Scott Project will have of- 
fices in it. 

The school, which was built in 
the 1940s with 10 classrooms, of
fice space, 4 restrooms, and for
merly served as the National 
Guard armory, began to undergo 

·renovation this past summer 
with the help of two church mis
sion teams and prisoners from 
Brushy Mountain Correctional 
Complex at Petros, Acres added. 

Under all agreement, the As
sociation will run the Center. 
Scott County will pay the elec
tricity, insurance, and utilities. 

"There are no facilities in the 
churches in Scott County to have 
mission teams," noted Acres. 
"Plus over $162,000 from a fed
eral government grant has been 
acquired by the Center to house 
and distribute recycled building 
materials to he used to rebuild 
houses in Scott County, which 
are in constant need of repairs to 
redo bathrooms, replace roofs, 
and build ramps. 

"Recently the Acts 1:8 strate
gy was promoted during the Oc
tober 2004 Big Emory/New River 
Association Annual· Meeting to 
be on mission churches to pray, 
promote, and participate in mis: 
sions," said Acres. "This is the 
moving factor behind the Center 

c 
to get Scott County churches to 
work and S?pport their. new mis
sion center. 

"To me, it's God's hand," said 
Acres. "God dropped this build
ing into our lap. 

''We already saw God at work 
there with the county mayor and 
county commissioners desiring 
to help the people in the commu
nity, and we wanted to get in
volved. Morgan and Scott Coun
ties are SQme of the poorest 
counties in the state. Through 
our local churches and the Asso
ciation, we need to be trying to 
meet their needs. We are also a 
part of the Appalachian Region
al Ministry (ARM) area." 

"God has worked such mira
cles in Scott County where He 
has provided a ministry building, 
voltmteers to refurbish, strategic 
partnerships between county/city 
governments ahd the Baptist As
sociation, and a general openness 
in the community to having the 
gospel shared," said Beverly 
Smothers, TBC Strategic Min
istries specialist. "Where can you 
experience this miracle? Go to 
the Scott County Help Center. If 
you need a good heartwarming, 
contact Acres, at the Association 
office." 

f..cres also noted 2004 sum
mer mission teams from Dyllis 
Baptist Church, Harriman, who 
did cleanup, and from Wood
land Baptist Church, 
Brownsville, who did both 
cleanup and painting at the 
Center. He also praised the 
prison volunteers who are 
skilled plumbers, electricians, 
and other tradesmen. 

''What amazes me is that 
churches and government can 
work together for the good of the 
people," said Acres. 

Noting the poverty level in 
the area, Acres sees a direct link 
to the decline oflocal area indus
tries having an effect on the 
economy. "Morgan County has 
two big ~mployers: the County 

SET TO OPEN FEB. 15 is the Scott County Help Center in the old 
Capitol Hill School building near Huntsville. 

school system and Brushy 
Mountain prison. Roane County 
lost its hosiery mill so teenagers 
who graduate from high school 
have to go other places to work. 
It results in a depressed poverty 
area, because no new industry 

. ' has taken 1ts place. 
"Plans for the Morgan-Scott 

project, the Salvation Army, and 
the Association to open offices in 
the Center would be an improve
ment in the area. Scott, Morgan, 
and Roane counties could have 
church mission team building 
projects such as light construc
tion in the morning and BYBCs 
in the evenings. Construction 
groups could build porches, re
build roofs, and help out in the 
Center. Teams could stock food 
in the pantry or work in the 
Center clothes closet. " 

"The East Tennessee Human 
Resources Agency, another local 
social ministry agency, is also .. 
funding the projects for building 
ramps, and other rebuild needs; 
all we need is the labor force 

~ 

from the mission teams. 
''We have also received dona

tions from associational church
es and other area churches for 
the rebuild ministry." 

The Center is one of the re
sults that Acres saw when Big 
Emory Association got a bigger 
view of the local needs, because 

of the Nov. 10, 2002 tornados. 
This catastrophic disaster led 
the association to grow in social 
ministries. 

In June 2003 Acres talked 
about the area needs with the 
Scott County mayor, and they 
shared their visions. In Novem
ber 2003, the possibility of a so
cial ministry center~ was worked 
out with Scott County Commis
sion and County mayor. 

In September 2004, a 13-0 
vote from the Scott County 
Commissioners authorized the 
creation of a 7 -member govern
ing board for the Scott County 
Help Center in the old Capitol 
Hill school building, and gave 
County Mayor Murphy the au
thority to enter into a lease 
agreement with the officials of 
the Big Emory/New River ~so
ciation, the Morgan-Scott Pro
ject, and the Salvation Army to 
operate the program. The Cen
ter will cater to the people in 
Scott County from providing 
temporary shelter to other basic 
needs. 

A governing board for the 
Center was also created to in
clude: some local commissioners, 
Murphy as the county I!layor, 
Acres for the association, Jill 
Potter for Morgan-Scott project, 
and Dwayne Hughett for the 
Salvation Army. 0 
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Gobles of Maryville lead 35•member medical team to Rio de Janeiro 
tna, 
ion 3y Marcia Knox · enough opportunities to evange- but that Jesus offered something in tremendous pain who wor-

=or "TBVMN Update" lize," added Goble, who was that would last an eternity. Gob- shiped and pr!3-yed on her knees, 

sac ' 
tre . RIO DE J~EIRO,. Bra~il -. 

Over 420 deCisiO:ns for Christ 
a OO".::.T" ... , Jieeorded by a 35-me:moer 

a- medical mission team from eight 
:lifferent states and 17 churches, 
who worked Oct. 22-31 in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, according to 
rennessee Baptist team leaders 
from Maryville. 

·k- "God was in this mission trip 
all the way," said Douglas and 

~0 Ramona Goble; members of 
Friendship Baptist Church, 
Maryville, who organized the 
trip to Igreja Batista em Pavu-
na. 

"It seemed as if everyone 
l 

w had worked tQgethercm many 
trips before except f01·. 12, who 
weFe 011 their fust :internatiol!l-· 
al mission trip, 11 said Douglas 
Goble. "The team was a.nociou.s 
to get started in Rio. Every-
one did what was asked with-

NURSES working at the Rio 
church are Geneva Ambrose, 
left, of Hermitage Hills Baptist 
Church, Nashville, ang Ramona 
Goble of Friendship Baptist 
Church, Maryville, and co-team 
leader. 

out any complaints." 
The Tennessee team con.sist

ed o£ 2 do0to:rs, 1 del!ltist, 1 op
tometrist, 8 n.u:rses~ 5 pharma
cists, and 18 mediGal helpers. 

"If there was any murmuring, 
it was oecausec the:re were not 

joined by his wife Ramona, an le explained what Jesus had a children's choir who learned a 
R.N. "This is a great problem to done for him. The elderly man song in English that spoke 
have." who had tears running down his about praying for unity, and the 

"It is a great feeling to help cheek prayed the sinner's heart of the pastor that was 
people with their physical needs, prayer. filled with pride for his church 
but what a feeling to help people "The man prayed to receive as they helped the mission 
with their spiritual needs." · Christ right there in his bed- team, and the pastor's compas-

According to Goble, one of the room. It was an awesome experi- sion and dreams for the commu-
greatest moments occurred ence," noted Goble. "I thank God nity." 
when he, a doctor, and an inter- that He gave me the opportunity "That week doors were 
preter made a home visit to an to lead this team into Rio, and I opened for further work, lives 
elderly man. The living condi- am very grateful to Tennessee were impacted for Christ, hearts 
tions at the home were unsani- Baptists who help to make tliese were changed, and eternity will 
tary. The man, who smoked trips possible." never be the same," added 
about 4 packs of cigarettes per "There were several people Rogers, who along with a 15-
day, was blind because of who touched my heart at Igreja member team from Hermitage 
cataracts. He was diagnosed Batista em Pavuna," said Bren- Hills Church plan to return in 
with asthma. da Rogers, a member of Her- April to do construction work in 

Physician Wayne Wells, a mitage Hills Baptist Church, Lapa. 
member of Silver Springs Bap- Nashville, who worked on the The medical ·team recorded 
tist Church, Lebanon, tFeated evangelism team while her hus- treating 851 eye patients, 438 
the man. Goble who p:rayed , band, James Rogers, a pharma..: children, 539 general medical 
a'bout how to witn.ess, told the cist, worked in the pharmacy. ·patients, 174 dental patients, 
man that what the doctor offered "Some of the people who and gave out 3,101 prescrip-
would help him for a little while, touched me were a crippled lady tions. 0 · 
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Tennessee Baptist Volunteer Miss·ions Network UPDATE 

ar • I • 01 r 
p-. Prqjl.et m '" lfcri Dr' ~~ ....... 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 30 teams of 3 to lead revival services and door-to- 9/26-10/4 90 
door visits 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil Doctors, dentists, pharmacists, nurses helpers 10121-30 
. 

open 
needed for medical clinics . -

Vila Nova de Gaia, Portugal 72768-72771 Prayerwa]lcing/construction team 1/18-12/30 10 

Lisbon, Portugal 74568-74571 Prayerwallcing and survey 7/3-7/24 10 

Ames, Iowa IA-05-07 Summer missionary 
. 

6/1-8/5 1 

Ames, Iowa IA-05-13 Summer missionary 6/1-8/5 1 

Ankeny, Iowa IA-05-02 Youth Intern 6/1-7/31 1male 

Ankeny, Iowa IA-05-02 Youth Intern 
. 

6/1-7/31 1 male 

Ankeny, Iowa IA-05-08 Youth Intern 6/1-8/5 1 male . 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa IA-05-21 VBS and evangelism June open 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa IA-05-20 Community outreach through block parties cen- July open 
sus, music, etc. 

Creston, Iowa Bridge3 New church construction 10/1-12/1 open 

Davenport, Iowa IA-04-90 Help church with needed repairs open open 

Des Moines, Iowa IA-05-04 Inner city mission intern 6/1-8/5 2 females 

Des Moines, Iowa IA-05-05 College students to travel Iowa doing VBS, 6/1-8/5 2 females 
BYBC, camps, etc. 

Des Moines, Iowa IA-05-22-30 Conduct BYBC at inner city Baptist church 6/6-8/5 15-25 each week 

Denison, Iowa BridgeS Conduct BYBC in city parks in the towns of De- 6/15-8/15 open 
loit, Vail and Schleswig 

Keokuk, Iowa IA-05-06 Summer missionary . 6/1-8/5 1 

Sioux City, Iowa IA-05-03 College students to travel Iowa doing VBS, 6/1-8/5 2 females 
- BYBC, camps, etc. ,. 

Sioux City, Iowa IA-05-19· Adopt an area to help start a church ongoing 
' 

open 

Wayland, Iowa Bridge1 Winterization of barn being used as a church. ASAP open 
Work would include carpentry, electrical, and in- . 
sulation • 

Winterset, Iowa IA-05-09 Youth intern 
v 

6/1-8/5 2 females 

Acrogs Canada Canaqa2 Church strengthener - 1 
~ 

open . 
Across Canada Canada3 Barnabas minister 

--
2yearterm 1 or couple . 

Cochrane, AB, Canada 05MID003 . Minor maintenance and repair on church building 6/25-712 4-10 

Cochrane, AB, Canada 05CON001 Provide children's program at National conven- 7/4-7 10-20 
·tion 

i - --
Cochrane, AB, Canada 05CON002 Youth Rally/Ministry at national convention 7/4-7 5-15 

Cochrane, AB, Canada 05MID001 Community outreach through servant evange- July-August 5-50 
lism, sports camp, BYBC, concerts, etc. 

Kinistino, SK, Canada 05NOR003 Conduct VBS in rural farming community July or August 5-10 

Kinistino, SK, Canada 05NOR004 Replace church roof with metal roof July or August 5-15 
. 

Maple Ridge, BC, Canada 05CAP001 Community outreach through sports camp, music 6/27-7/4 5-10 
camps, day camps ' 

Montreal, QB, Canada 05QUE001 Jesus film distribution and prayerwa]lcing 5/15-6/30 • 2-15 • 

Penticton, BC, Canada 05ALP001 Resort ministry June-August 5-50 • 

Prince Albert, SK, Canada 05NOR002 Youth concert on weekend followed by week of ac- 6/30-7/10 and 7/29-8/6 2-30 each week 
tivities on beach reaching s_ummer vacationers 

Prince Albert, SK, Canada Canada! Refugee and Immigrant Associate pastor open .1 

Saskatoon, SK, Canada 05NOR001 Day camp ministry for children during associa- 9/2-4 4-8. 
tiona! meeting 

St. Alberta, AB, Canada 05MID002 Sports camp and VBS family retreat 7/25-29 5-15 

Can~ian Southern Baptist Seminary oHers 
visiting faculty teaching opportunities 

-Semesters are approximately 15 weeks long and run 
roughly September 1-December 15 (Fall) and January 15-
May 15 (Spring). Intensives/J Terms are usually one week 
long and occur in January and mid-May to mid-June. 

Fall, 2005 
• Courses related to Principles ofTeaching and Christian 

Education-graduate and undergraduate levels (one person 
needed) 

• Courses related to Preaching and Pastoral Ministries
graduate level (one person needed) 

Spring, 2006 
• Courses related to Sys tematic Theology and theology 

elective-graduate and undergraduate level (one level needed) 
• Courses related to Missions, Education Philosophy and 

Ministerial Development- graduate level (one or two per
sons needed) 

Fall, 2006 
• Courses related to Pastoral Ministries - undergraduate 

level (one person) 
• Courses related to Church Administration, Principles of 

Teaching, Youth Ministry- graduate level (one person needed) 
• Courses related to Church Growth and electives - grad-

uate level (one person needed) 
January, 2007 Intensive (one week) 
• Church Administration-graduate level (one person needed) 
General Requirements for Teaching: 
• Ph.D. or equivalent degree in discipline related to teach

ing assignment for graduate teaching 
• Masters degree in discipline related to teaching assign

ment for undergraduate teaching 
• Minimum of five years church/denominational experi

ence 
• Some academic teaching experience preferred 

pp 
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• Benton -Teams of up to 60 to do random oc:~ 
of kindness, street ministries, da.v camps nnd SUtlll~ 
lar activities at multi-housing areas, Polk Co. 
courthouse and local businesses. Dates: Mny 29-
August 5 (Swtday-Friday). Cost: $198.60, which in· 
eludes dormitory style lodging, all meals, t--sbirt, 
orientation, andJ:~n-site supervision. Contnct: l:hrU 
Stewart, Camp Agape, 1-888-5528-2267 or eampa-
gape@wingnet.net ::r'. 
• Benton - Two vol~teers are needed to he~. in 
coordi.nating and assisting mission teams in doing 
community ministries. Housing and meals will be 
provided. Dates: May 20-August 10. Contact: Chris 
Stewart, Camp Agape, 1-888-5528-2267 or campa
gape@wingnet.net 
• Benton - Teams of up to 50 to do prayer hikes, 
river hospitality, trail ministries, beach ministries 
and providing family programs and campground 
worship services in and around the Ocoee River 
and Cherokee National Forest Ocoee District. 
Dates: June 1-August 5 (Wed-Mon) Cost: $198.50. 
which includes dormitory style lodging, all meals, 
t-shirt, orientation and on-site supervision. Con
tact: Chris Stewart, Camp Agape, 1-888-5528-2267 
or campagape@wingnet.net 
• Benton - Four volunteers are needed to serve 
as River Chaplains while working at whitewater 
rafting outfitters. Volunteers will be ministering to 
a unique river community in southeast TN. Hous
ing and meals will be provided. Dates: May 20-Au• 
gust 10. Contact: Chris Stewart, Camp Agape, 1-
888-5528-2267 or campagape@wingnet.net 
• Benton - Male volunteer needed to help in 
evangelism and hospitality ministries and work 
with mission teams. Would be working kayakers, 
rafters, and volunteer_mission teams. Dates: May 
20-August 10. Contact: Chris Stewart, Camp 
Agape, 1-888-5528-2267 or campagape@wingnet.-
net ~ 
• Benton - Two volunteers needed to be recre
ation supervisor at camp. Activities offered at 
camp include swimming, low ropes, climbing tow
er, caving, volleyball, field games, nature trail, an<l 
more. Lifeguard certification and initiatives courSE 
training desired. Housing and meals will be pro
vided. Dates: May 20-August 10. Contact: Chri.s 
Stewart, Camp Agape, 1-888-5528-2267 or campa· 
gape@wingnet.net 
• Benton - Male volunteer to coordinate and 
help facilitate daily worship and Bible study expe
riences for mission groups and to help assist in 
daily missions opportunities. Housing and meals 
will be provided. Dates: May 20-August 10. Con
tact: Chris Stewart, Camp Agape, 1-888-5528-2261 
or campagape@wingnet.net 
• Benton - IndividuaJ/couple to assist with lawn 
care and general maintenance duties at camp. 
Dates: Open. Contact: Chris Stewart, Camp Agape 
1-888-5528-2267 or campagape@wingnet.net 
• Benton - IndividuaJ/couple to assist with -housekeeping and miscellaneous duties at camp. 
Dates: open. Contact: Chris Stewart, Camp Agape 
1-888-5528-2267 or campagape@wingnet.net 
• Walland - Teams up to 25 to lead Backyard 
Bible Clubs in rural mobile home communities. 
'Dates: May 30-Augu.st 5. Contact: Krystal McCam· 
mon, Prospect Baptist Church, (865) 681-8997 

I d e 'r nne 
Cumb rland 

• Nashville- Volunteers are needed for mobile 
medical clinic in downtown Nashville. Team will 
be working with Nashville, FBC, in three areas of 
downtown Nashville. Project will include: street 
ministry, evangelism team, medical, dental, coun· 
seling, and eye clinic. Revival services probable. } 
medical license and counseling license is required 
Dates: June 12-18. Contact: Michael Vaughan , 
Nashville, FBC, (615) 397'4483 or 
m. vaughandds@comcast.net 
• Nashville- Volunteers for construction of 
church building that will be used for worship, 
Bible study and feUowship. Dates: Beginning in 
March. Contact: Samuel Sims, True Faith Bapti8t 
Church, (615) 838-8159. 
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y~ Nelson. of BledsOe Association repOrts on tsunami disaster 

er 

Erin Curry ~ 
- ' 

.~ .. ..,., Press · 
.. ~ 

HENNAI, India - Four 
after the cataslrophic 

arthquake and tsunami left 
~UJ.JL£V.Ll<> traumatized in South 
""'"'"'' the Hindustan Bible In
titute here, sent out a call for 

lunteetrs to help provide 
. ra;etical relief and spiritual 

. dance jn the face of ex-
reme disaster. 

St.eve N els·on, director of 
l~storal care for the Bledsoe 
l~ptist, Association in Middle 

,,~tuJ.It::::::;;::~~~;;;~, heard the call and 
•~ctE~a immediately. By asking 
riends and ministry partners 
o help him raise money for 
he cost of the trip and an ad
itional $10,000 in aid money, 
~ elson received nearly 
·30,000 in funds within days. 

He left Jan. 10 for 12 days 
1.50, n the Chehnai region, where 
!als, ·1e is training volu~teers for 
ln· 

-cpsis counseling and helping 
set up tents for the thousands 
of families in the area who lost 
their homes when entire vil
lages were destroyed by water. 

In an e-mail update Jan. 14, 
Nelson said his team with the 
Bible Institute had put up 24 

NELSON 

tents that 
day. 

"We dug 
holes with our 
bare hands in 
the sand and 
got the tents 
up in about 
three hours ," 
he wrote, 
adding that 

even the smallest children 
helped haul tent poles to cer
tain spots. 

"The people expressed their 
thanks, and we had prayer 
with them before we left," Nel
son said. 

HBI, which has had a long-

time relationship with the 
Bledsoe Baptist Association, 
also is running medical clinics 
under some of tlie tents 
they've helped set up in the 
area .. Some encouraging news 
is that local leaders have as
sured HBI they will be permit
ted to set up a church once the 
village settles in a permanent 
location, Nelson said . 

"Whatever you call it -
church, temple, or something · 
else - we need a place of 
peace where we can go and be 
quiet," one local leader said. 

Nelson and the HBI team 
also have been prayerwalking 
and assessing needs in order 
to make plans for further re
lief work. He noted that many 
villages have moved inland up 
to half a mile because people 
are afraid to be near the 
ocean. 

in us and open their hearts to eliminated since boats and 
the Savior." nets were destroyed and con

After traveling six hours sumers fear the fish have been 
Jan. 15 to one of the hardest feeding on dead bodies at sea 
hit areas on the coast of India, and are now contaminated. 

/ 

Nelson reported that "it looks _ Also, those who relied on agri-
like the place has been culture are at a loss because 
bombed." Having served n~ar- the salt .water swept many 
ly eight years as director o_f miles inland and ruined the 
hu,nger concerns for the South- soil. 
ern Baptist Ethics & Religious Even as they try to start 
Liberty Commission, Nelson · their lives anew, the people af
has viewed much destruction fected by the tsunami continue 
in the wake of war, e.arth- to be fearful ofthe ocean, Nel
quakes, and other disasters. son said. 
He said the current situation "The village wanted to ex- · 
in India surpasses the dev·as- press their thanks for the 
tation h e witnessed in war- help that has been given, so 
torn Bosnia. they set up a bench and 

"The people are. numb with asked the three of u s to sit 
despair and desperately need down," he wrote. "The village - _ 
crisis counseling - basically gathered on the ground in 
just someone to listen to their front of u s and expressed 
story as everyone around them their thanks. We shared how 
is in the same shape," he wrote. God understands and cares 
"HBI has trained about 70, but about them. As we were talk
many more are needed." ing, someone saw a wave hit 

!lVe 

ler >>YEC'05 

"Please keep these people in 
your prayers that they may 
come to know that God is real 
and He cares about them ," 
Nelson wrote. "They feel so 
h elpless an.d cannot see any 
future. May they see His love 

Nelson explained that many a bit harder than usual on a 
people not only have lost loved rock and screamed that the 
ones but also lost all means of ocean was coming back. The 
supporting themselves. The people screamed and began to 
fishing industry has been run with some crying i11 fear. 

,+ ••• 
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I Promo# B609E93 I 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PlTh-1PS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE I-800-251-0679 

80\VUNG UNITED INDUSTRIES -

M.9IUicf~uLa.. Baptistries i 
Ughts .. "tiiiiittY' fi 

f www.BUichurch.com J~l. 

• "These folks are not in good 
shape. So, we prayed for them 
that Jesus would hold back 
the water and give them 
peaceful rest without fear." 

1-800-558-2090 X 7933 
www.fiberglas-schurchprod.com 

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY ca. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE . CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415 

1-800-446-7 400 Steeples 
P.O. Box 2250 • Danville, VIrginia 24541 

For more information on 
RBI, visit www .hbionline.org. 0 
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A Christian Sports Camp for the lndividual 
This summeft send your child as an individual or with a friend to Crosspoint, 
the quality Christian Sports Camp for children in grades 4-8! 

While some campers will be attending Crosspoint in church groups, individual 
campers are invited to our 2005 camps. Each incmidual camper will be assign~d 
a Crosspoint summer staffer for the entire week. Parents, this is your opporiunity 
to send your child to the highest quality Christian Sports Camp available. At Crosspoint, 
kids will experience high-energy worship, sports training, individualized attention, 
plus new friendships that develop each da~all while deepening their own relationship 
with Jesus Christ. _ 

Join us at: 

lambuth University 
Jackson, Tennessee 
June 20-24 
June 27-July 1 

Maryville College 
~a~lle, Tennessee 
July 5-9 (Tues. -Sat.) 
July 11-15 

Carson-Newman College 
Jefferson Cjty, Tennessee 
June 6-10 
June 13-17 
July 5-9 (Tues. -Sat.) 
July 18-22 
July 25-29 

, August 1-5 

, 

A LifeWay Ministry 

for more information or to register your child now, call ~.87/.CAMP.l23 or go to www.fuge.com 
' 
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Phil Valentine 
responds to 
Keillor comments 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - National 
Public Radio's Garrison Keillor 

announced at a Chicago chapel 
that evangelical Christians 
should be stripped of their right 
to vote following the reeent pres
idential election. 

"I am now chairman of a na
tional campaign to pass a consti
tutional amendment to take the 
right to vote away from born-

again Christians,., he said to 
thunderous applause. 

Phil Valentine, a conservative 
radio talk show host in 
Nashville and member, Wood
mont Baptist Church, Nashville, 
wrote in The Tennessean news
paper that if another group, 
such as Jews or Muslims, was 

StDE-SPLITIING COMEDY ... SOUL-BUILDING MESSAGE! 

... -
r~~ Fi 

DISCOVER HOW YOU 

CAN LEAVE A LEGACY 

THAT WILL ADVANCE 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

BEYOND THIS LIFE •. 

Join Dennis Swanberg 
Saturda)', .January 29tlt at 7:00 p.m. 

& Sunday, Janua'ry 30th 
at 8:1.1 & 10:4.1 a.m. 

at First Baptist Church 
in Sevierville 

t~l:l;ant'ist Church, 317 Parkway, Se\-ierviiJe, Tennessee 
1 • Randy C. Davis. Senior Pastor 

' 

---

(~am}) 

Registratio11 
Deadline is 

1\IAR(~H 2, 2005 

Don't forget to send in your 
deposit for summer camp by 
March 2, 2005. 

To download a regiscration form 
or for more information,- visit 
www. tnbaptistcamps.org 

For more information about 
Tennessee Baptist · Camps, call 
Nancy Hamilton, Camping 
Ministry Specialist> at 
800. 558.2090 , ex t. 2085 o r 
e-mail: camps@tnbaptist.org 

jOURNI'f 

inserted in place of Christiana in 
Keillor 's statement, the reaction 
would be completely different. 

"Yet, when Keillor makes 
derogatory remarks about Chris
tians, nobody bats an eye,~ 
Valentine wrote. 0 

NAMB to name 
Yarbrough, Avant 
to new roles 
Baptist Press 

. ALPHARE'M'A, Ga.- North 
American Mission Board Presi
dent Robert E. (Bob) Reccord an
nounced key leadership changes 
during the agency's semiannual 
employee Spiritual Focus Day 
Jan. 13. The moves include 
changing assignments for John 
Yarbrough, vice pres ident of 
evangelization, calling well
known Georgia pastor John 
Avant as his replacement, and 
filling two strategic department 
leadership positions. 

Reccord told the board's em
ployees that he asked Yar
brough, who served six years as 
NAMB's evangelism vice presi
d ent , to move to the board's 
strategic initiatives group as 
vice president. That position was 
left vacant last year when long
time missions executive Mike 
Day retired. In the new position, 
Yarbrough will have leadership 
responsibility for · NAMB's 
Strategic Focus Cities initiative, 
the .associational strategies 
team, and leadership develop
ment, areas that Reccord called 
"k ey to S<:mthern Baptists' suc
cess in reaching North America 
for Christ. 

.. John Y arbr,m~h ha~ done 
magnificent JOb lcllding I· ,AMB 
to create the nlost cutt mg·edp 
~n:ecti\"e evnng~li m trninin1 
mo.teritlls available anywhere, 
Reccord said. -In fo.ct. ln~t \ ar • 
more than 1 million Souther• 
Baptists learned how to ~hnr• 
Christ using NAMB mnterio.l. 
We owe a tremendous debt t 
Dr. Yarbrough's six year· a 
NAMB's first vice president o 
evangelization. 

"The challenge, then. wa 
finding God's man to fill John' 
enormous shoes. and God r~d m 
to Dr. John Avant," ~<'cOr! 
said. Avant, pastor of New~op 
Bapt is t Church in Fayetteville 
Ga., ''has agreed to allow me t 
submit his name to our trustee 
for consideration as NAMB' 
next vice president of evange 
lization when the board meet 
next month," Reccord said. 

Avant earned a doctoral dE 
g;ree in evangelism and a maste 
of divinity from Southwester 
Baptist Theological Seminary i 
Fort Worth, Texas, and a bach( 
lor's degr ee in r eligion an 
Greek from Baylor University i 
Waco. He pastored four churchE 
in Texas before being called t 
New Hope in 1996. What has b1 
come known as the Brownwoo 
Revival started at Coggin A' 
enue Baptist Church in 199 
while Avant served as pastor. 

Reccord also announced t" 
other leadership additions to tl: 
NAMB staff. Former Phoenix d ... 
rector of missions William (Bil 
Agee is the new director < 
NAMB!s associations} strateg 
team and Michael Licona is d 
rector J>f the interfaith witne1 
team. Q . 

Buses provided for UfeWay by 

Carpenter Bus Sales 
Franklin, TN • Since 1953 

1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 

>>YEC'OS 
March 4-5 >> MTSU 

www. yectennessee.org 1-800-558-2090 X 7933 
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Way donate~ 
to 1/ttl. 

> • 

relief ·-- " : ·· · 
. .. . ·~-

NASHVILLE- LifeWay 
Christian Resources of the 
~outhern ·Baptist Convention 
Las announced plans to con
mute $50,000 to the $1.4 mil

already donated to the In
ler:na1iiOila! Mission Board for 
lis~tStE~r relief _efforts in south-
~astAsia. 
, "Our Life Way family is .con-
erned· and compassionate," 

18~ aid LifeWay President James 
~- Draper Jr.; noting that in 

angtJ tddition to the corporate gift, 
neeil nore than 125 Life Way em

•loyees sent individual gifts to 
he IMB's relief fund. ''We feel 

tas~ t is a great privilege to share 
n this relief effort through giv
ng to a fellow SBC entity. We 
Lave great confidence in the 
· · ef efforts of the IMB and 
mow t~at 100 percent of ouT 

il'l'n141l 
rifts will go to minister, both 
piritually and physically, to 
~ia's poor." 

Draper also said that at a 
ime when national news re
•orts have questioned the abil
ty of governments to properly 
md effectively handle the mas
ive m<;?netary donations, he is 
onfident the IMB is equipped 

or o minl.s ter to hundreds of 
l~~~ housands of survivors and 
is' u1 telp rebuild their lives. 
mess "At the same time, the phys-

$1. and emotional ministry be
- ~g performed is attended by a 

iithful witness of the gospel of 
[rhr Lord Jesus Christ," he 
cl.ded. "We· are privileged to 

1?rlicipate in this effort." 
Because gifts through the 

~ ~ooperative Program and Lot-
. ie Moon Christmas Offering 
•ay for basic support and ad
ninistrative expenses for IMB 

MINISTRY - COMBINATION 
>eeking full-time youth/children's 
,astor. Please send resume to 
>earch Committee, P .0. Box 
~39, LaCenter, KY 42056. 

MINISTRY - POSITIONS 
>arkway Baptist, located 20 

iles south of Memphis in Her
, MS, is seeking a full-time 

. ninister of education and a part
ime ministe.r of music. We are 
;eeking spiritually-mature, ag
Jressive, motivated team mem
>ers. Parkway is a growing 
!hurch with unlimited potential. 
31ease pray about this and if the 
_ord is leading you, contact the 
=>ersonnel Committee at 50 N. 
>arkway, Hernando, MS 38632; 
ax: (662) 429-6076; e-mail: bai
ey_pbc@yahoo.com. 

MINISTRY- HO.USEPARENT 
r:nmediate need for full-time re
ief houseparents at the Ten
lessee Baptist Children's Home 
n Chattanooga. Married couples 
>nly. Qall Lynn Jordan or Bdb 
3egrest at (423) 892-2722. 

missionaries around the 
·world, board personnel can 

· use all gifts designated for re
lief efforts on a~tual relief 
ministries. No relief funds will 
be used for administrative or 
promotional purposes. 0 

Retired GGBTS prof 
Roger Skelton dies 
in Nashville 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - J. Roger 
Skelton, professor of r eligious 
e~ucation at Golden Gate Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif. , died in Nashville 
on Dec. 29. He was 87. 

A member of the California 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
First Baptist Church, Lebanon, a 
Bible-believing, mission-minded, 
fellowship, prayerfully seeks a 
minister to youth to oversee a 
large and active ministry to junior 
high , senior high, and college 
students. This is a full-time posi
tion. A semjnary degree is pre
ferred , but not required . Re
sumes may be sent in confi
c;ience to Youth Pastor Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, 
311 N. Madison, Lebanon, MO 
65536. Resumes will be accept
ed through Jan. 31 , 2005. .............. 

~ . . . 
Part-time. interim youth minister 
for grades 6 through 12. Send 
resume and inquiries to Sharon 
Baptist Church , 7916 Pedigo 
Rd. , Knoxville, TN 37938; fax: 
(865) 938-7076; .e-mail to sbcof
knox@ frontiernet. net; Attn. 
Search Committee. 

•••••••••••• . . ... . 
Full-time minister to students re
sponsible for overseeing a min
istry to students from 6th grade 
through college. Preferred semi
nary degree. Send resume and 
inquiries to Sharon Baptist 
Church, 7916 Pedigo Rd . 
KnoXville, TN 37938; fax: (865) 
938-7076; e-mail sbcofknox@
frontiernet.net ; Attn . Search 
Committee. 

MINISTRY - MUSIC 
Neely's Bend Baptist is search
ing for; a bivocational minister of 
music. Please send resume to 
1345 Neely's Bend Rd., Madi
son, TN 37115. 

MINISTRY- PASTOR 
Thompson Creek Baptist 
Church, Como, is ·seeking a 

· bivocational pastor. Send re
sume, no later than March 3, 
2005, to the church c/o Jerry 
Simmons, P.O. Box 62, Como, 
TN 38223. For ·more information 
call (731) 364-2737. 

•••••••••••• ~ . . . 
Boones Creek Baptist Church, 
304 Pickens Bridge Rd., Gray, 
TN 37615 is seeking a full-time 

I . 

pastor. We are seeking the man 
God wants to leqd our congrega
tion. Please ser:~d resume to 

. Boones Creek Baptist Church, 
Attn. Pastor Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 8812, Gray, TN 37615. 

• 

seminary's faculty from 1967 
until his retirement in 1983, 
Skelton was a pioneer in bring
ing new church growth philoso-

School program, Skelton was 
the first to teach classes on 
cpurch growth at the seminary. 

and as a minister of education 
for churches in California, 
Texas, and Arkansas. 

phies to the semimpy. · 
• • 

Leading the faculty to em-
phasize growing churches 
through a healthy Sunday 

Before coming to Golden 
Gate, Skelton served as a de
nominational leader at the Bap
tist Sunday School Board (now 
LifeWay Christian Resources) 

He was a member of Firs t 
Baptist Church, Nashville. He 
is s urvived by two children, 
Martha and Fredrick of 
Nashville. 0 

IBIJE 

Hosted and Sponsored by 
Kirby Woods Baptist Church, Memphis, TN 

Contact us at www.kwoc.org or call 901.682.2220 

FEBRURRY 25-26.2005 -R E G I S T E R " 0 I • 

Cost is $30 per person. 

Youth Celebratio~n 
&Worship 

Carl Mays is author of 13 
books & speaker at over 2,500 
events; resident of Sevier Co. 
& host of over 50 conferences 
in Smoky Mountains; speaker 
& program coordinator at 
Ridgecrest & Glorieta; New 
Orleans Bapti$t Seminary 
graduate. Commissioned 
writer for BroadmaniHolman, 

FOR TEENS & TEEN LEADERS 
-June 13·15, 2005 

Governor's Palace & Dollywood 
Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, TN 

Visit www.CariMays.com 
Carl Mays - Host 

BEST CONFERENCE VALUE IN THE SMOKIES! 
3 Days I 2 Nights 

$134 Net Per Pec.son 
Quad Occupancy 

2 Nights Lodging • 2 Breakfa.sts 
All Sessions & Admission to Oollywo6d 

Conference Schedule . 
Monday, .hnJe 13 - GovernOr's Palace 
PM a·oo We~ct:~me & Celeblabon. 

Carl Mays, T~n Talent 
9:00 Brenll & Stretch 
9 :20 Monk & Neagle Concert 

10:20 Closing Thoughts 
10:30 Dismiss 

'Tuesday. June 14-Gcwef'ltCH"s Palace 
AM 9·30 Celetxalive Worship 

Josh Shipp. cart Mays. Teens 
10:45 Bl'eaK & Stretch 
11 :05 ·come Celebrare America" 
12:05 C!oStng Thoughts 
t 225 Dismiss 

Tuesday Afternoon at Oollywood 

PM Dol~ood Tlt.eater 
8:30 CeletxatiVe Wor~hip 

FCA, Carl Mays, Teen Talenr 
9:30 Break & ~tf:h 
9:50 Cillco Creek Gospel Grd$S 

10:50 Closing 
11 :00 Dismiss 

Wednesday, June 15-~ PaW.:e 
AM· 9:30 CekibratiVe IJ\fors~ 

1-CA. ~~·Mays, Teen Talent 
1 o:30 'Brealc& Slr&t£!1 • 
10.50 DaVid Meece Concert 
1 1 :so ClosTil9 Thought$ 
t2:00 Oismfss 

Teen Talent 
Leaders wiD svbmit 

Josh Shipp aooibon cos, tapes -
Outstanding testimony 
with humor & pathos 

David Meec:e 
Contemporary Christian 

muslopioneer 

Come Celebrate 
Ameri~a! 

Talented Christian Y<Jlllfl 
involved in school mlnlsby 

M-onk & Neagle 
ACOUSlic duo with 

. great new sound 

-
The Smoky Mountain 

Family AdVenture 

Citico Creek 
Unique Gospel Grass 

• 

--
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Union students 
serve on 

But that didn't stop her from 
volunteering at Birth Choice, a 
local woman's resource center, 
on Monday. 

MLK Day 
Union Untversity News Service 

JACKSON - Sarah Thomp
son was only in Jackson for a 
wedding over the weekend. A 

· graduate student at Union Uni
versity who lives in San Fran
cisco, Thompson isn't even tak
ing a class on campus during 
Union's January term. 

"I loved Union so much that 
I came for a wedding and decid
ed that while I was here I 
would come and serve," Thomp
son said. "That's what Union 
does to you. It makes you want 
to help. I could have hung out 
with friends today, but I chose 
to come here - because this is 
better , anyway." 

Thompson was just one of 

Mid South Baptist Association 
(formerly Shelby Baptist Association) 

Evangelism Conference 
February 14, 2005 

Everyone Can - - -
" Kingdom Challenge for Evange l ism " 

A challenge to 
Encourage Southern Baptists to 
" Witness , Win, anq Baptize ... 

One Million in One Year." 
· Bellevue Baptist Church 

Cordova, TN 
10:30 a.m.- 2 p.m . . 

(Reservations required for meal) 

Dr. Bobby Welch, speaker 

President of Southern Baptist Convention 

Pastor, First Baptist Church 

Daytona Beach, Florida 

Special Conferences for: 
Winning the Children: Skip'Arnhart, children specialist, North 

American Mission Board 
Winning the Youth: Doug Dickerson and Drew Murphy, 

youth ministers, FBC, "Millington, Tennessee 
Winning the Women: Amy Barron, director of Women's Ministry, 

Kirby Woods Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee 
For more information contact Mid South Baptist Association 

(901) 373-6161 

the volunteers from Union Uni
versity who participated in ser
vice projects Monday in honor of 
Martin Luther King Jr. In addi
tion to a team at Birth Choice 
that painted and did electrical 
work, Monday afternoon a sec
oqd team of students spent time 
playing bingo with the elderly 
residents at Jackson's Mission 
Convalescent Center. 

"Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
was an individual who made a 
significant impact on this coun
t ry," Union president David 
Dockery said. "Service projects 
such as these are an excellent 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11.08 $13.39 
35 $11.35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
· (Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 
1-80().583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 

Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life in· 
suranoe company. Preferred Male rates u: 
lustrated above. Please call for other ages 
and Female rates. . 

Mission Teams Needed 
Coastal Empire Ministries of the 
Savannah Baptist Association 
needs Mission Teams who are 
on fire for the Lord to do ministry 
from January-October 2005. Op
portunities include incarcerated, 
resort, sports, service, construc
tion, family, urban. Look at our 
web site at www.sbasso
cation.org; e-mail MJL 10CEM@
comcast.n.et; or call Martha-at 
(912} 354-5831. 

&Worship 
Louise Mandrell - Host 

SENJOR ADULTS & OTHERS· 
August 15-17,2005 

Louise Mandrell Theater - Pigeon Forge, TN 
Carl Mays - Host 

BEST CONFERENCE VALUE IN THE SMOKIES! 
3 Daya I 2 Nights 

$119 Net Per Person 
Quad Occupancy 

$119 Per PeR>on $127 Per Person 
(4 to room) (G to r()Om) 

2 Nights Lodging • 2 Breakfasts $143 Per Person $191 Per Person 
All Sessions (2 to room) (1 to t~m) 

Conference Schedule 
Monday, August 15 
PM 7:00 WelCome & Celebration 

Louise, Cart. Cynthia 
8:00 Break & Stretch 
8:25 Cltlco Creek-Gospel Grass 
9:15 Dismiss 

Tuesda~August16 
AM 10:00 Creahve Worshrp 

Cart & Cynlhla 
11 00 B1enk & Stretch 
11 25 Mayberry Deputy 
12.10 Dlsmlss 

PM 7:30 Lou1se Mandrell Sl\ow 
8:30 Break & Stretch 
8:50 Lou1se Mandrell Show 
9:4() DismiSS 

Wednesday, August 17 
AM 10 00 Integrity Concert 

'tO 45 Break 
11 1 0 tnlegnty Concert 
12 00 Conference Conclusion 

Carl, Louiso. Integrity 
12 15 01SmiS6 

Citico· Creek 
Unique Gospel Grass. 

.. '!'" - "' 
't1 t( ... ·I 

·u· \-
' rr}f· ·c:-."'; ~ '-. 2~4;J·. •/ 

,!.,·-.... .-·: ... ...:.,.. . • 
1t r..s ~· .;.t ...-: 

"" 

Integrity 
Refreshing, Energetic 

--
VisJt www.CarlMays.com for information 

on author, speaker, Carl Mays. 

Mayberry 
Deputy 

David Browning 
takes us back 

Cvnthia 
crawson 
GRAMMYand 
· Dove Awards 

wav for us as a uniYersitv to 
~ . 

honor Dr. King's legacy. and 
they are also a means for us to 
show our commitment to racial 
reconciliation, both on our cam
pus ana in our community."' 

An annual event. the ser
vice projects were organized by 
Union's Campus :Ministries of
fice. "Campus- Ministries want
ed to do this in honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr. - be a ser
vant to the community,'' said 
Glenna Marshall, who led the 
team that worked at Birth 
Choice. 0 

More moms 
staying home 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - The Family 
Resear ch Council has noted a 
recent Census Bureau report 
that says nearly one million 
more mothers are staying home 
with their children today com
pared to a decade ago. 

The report snid 5.4 millioll 
mothers with childr 'n unde1 
age 15 stayed at home in 2003 
and 88 percent of marriet 
mothers who did so said thei1 
primary motiYation was -t, 
care for home and family.' 

The trend is found amon• 
low- and middle-income rami 
lies as well as high-i ncomt 
h ouseholds, the r eport said 
Half of the stay-at-home moth 
ers had a family income bela\\ 
'$50,000, and nearly 20 percen 
had an income between $~.90< 
and $74,999, FRC noted._ 

This evidence reflects ~O<t 
CBS/New York Times Roll h 
which 61 percent of adults sa.i« 
children a re better off if thei 
mother is home rather that 
working outside the home. 

"These trends show why w1 
need pro-family policies whicJ 
make it easier for more familie 
to have one parent at home, 
FRC President Tony Perkin 
said in his Dec. 8 Washingt01 
Update. 0 

Join Other Baptists Departing June 25, 2005 

-

INSIDE PASSAGE 
_CRUISE & .TOUR 

Join other Baptists visiting French Canada, Nova Scotia, and 
beautiful New England. Fly from your closest major airport and be 
met by 'your man' at Boston's Logan International. Start your one 
week historical motor coach tour visiting Boston; Mystic, CT; New 
York City; Philadelphia; Hyde Park; and Montreal with included city 
tours. Relax in your deluxe motor coach and let 'your man' show 
you the sights with daily included sightseeing. In Montreal board 
·your 5~star ship Holland America Line's ms Maasdam and sail bac~ 
to Boston for one week. In route visit Quebec City; Saguenay Fjord; 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island; Sydney & Halifax, Nova 
Scotia and Bar Harbor Maine. Let the local delicacies tempt you~ 
different cultures spark your curiosity and enjoy the cooler climate. 
And your ship is designed to carry fewer passengers than other 
ships in her class. The ms Maasdam is one of the most spacious 
ships at sea with the finest service Holland is famous for. What's 
not to like! Prices start at only $1898 (per person, double 
occupancy) including all taxes, port charges, the motor coach tour 
with daily escorted sightseeing and 7 nights in hotels, and the 7 da~ 
deluxe cruise. Add $400 for round trip airfare. Space is limited 
Friends and family are welcome. $100 deposits are now duel 

For information, reservations, 
and brochure call 7 days a week: 

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 
1-800-968-7626 

Carefree vacations since 19671 
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Biokenness 
By N ancY.-Leigh DeMoss 
Moody Publishers, 2004 

.. . A broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, you will 
ot despise~ - Psalm 51: 17 

Why is it God desires brokenness? Not broken
in the sense of grief or financial difficulties or 

debilitating illness or the death of a loved one. 
brokenness in the sense of what we speak of 

hen we break·a horse ... the horse's will has been 
~oken - so it is submissive to the wishes of its rid
.. ~ G:>d '\Vants us to give up our will. 
What does. this mean? "It means that we must be 

illing to die to our own interests, die to our own 
!putation, die to our own rights, die to our own 
ays of doing things, die to our own comfort, conve
ience, hopes, dreams, and aspirations. To 'die' 
leans to lay it all down. To give it all up. To let it 
l go." 

This is the basis of Nancy Leigh DeMoss' book 
·tied Brokenness. "Before God can use you, He 

LUst break you," writes DeMoss. 
DeMoss walks through Scriptures and the teach

tgs of Jesus to make her point, and it is one she 
takes well. -

DeMoss is the host .and teacher for "Revive Our 
;earts," a radio program for women heard daily on 
tore than 500 outlets nationwide. She has had 
tany public speaking opportunities, and her easy-
1-read 158-page book is filled with personal exam
tes of people who have been broken, including her-"" 
~I£ . 
If yo)l've been broken, you know the joy and 

~ace that results from your total surrender to 
hrist. H you haven't been broken, DeMoss writes 
Lere are three primary instruments God uses to 
wg us to the point of brokenness. 
They are: 
~1) His Word. "Is not my word like a hammer 

breaks the rock in pieces?'' (Jeremiah 23:29). 
time we open God's Word ... it should be with 

intent of allowing the Word to break us," says 

(2) Circumstances. "The circumstances He uses 
lay be a stressful job, a difficult marriage, a . chron-
illness, a financial crisis, or some other issue that 

rings pressure to bear on our lives. In the face of 
~ch pressure, we can choose to respond in pride, 

,.,.. •... _ resisting and resenting the ·circumstance, or by 
· in to despair. Or we can choose to respond in 

nmility, to submit to the hand of God, and allow 
lm to mold and shape us through the pressure. 

(3) The body of Christ. As we walk in the light 
ith our fellow believers, they can help us see areas 
·here we need to be broken. "Faithful are the 
·ounds of a friend," (Proverbs 27:6). 

DeMoss explains that brokenness is not a one
me experience. There may come a point in your 

1 fe that is a profound and life-changing spiritual 
lriling point when you are broken. But true bro-. 

n;enness is a lifestyle. It involves every day choices. 
"Brokenness ~s the shattering of my self-will -

:1e absolute surrender of my will to the will of 
~d," she writes. 
Than~ good!!ess we have the promise that "all 

:rin'gs-are possible with God!" 
day · God creates out of nothing. 

' Therefore until a man is nothing, God can make 
othing out of him- Martin Luther. 0 -·Ferguson 
; a freelance writer from Gallatin. 

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM ·- fenneS5ee Baptisf cof.vention ...... 
Funding missions in Tennessee 

and around the world 

Avoid alcohol and drug abuse 
By Jerry Massey 

Focal Passage: Proverbs 20:1; 
23:20-21, 29-33; Romans 14:19-21; 

Ephesians 5:15-18 
My parents were shocked! All of 

their godl y influence and my 
church attendan·ce appeared to be 
for naught. As a very small young
ster I often enjoyed "playing 
church" at the end of our driveway. 
I would stand authoritatively be
hind the kitchen step stool, lead the 
music and then start preaching. 
But to the dismay of my parents, 
my sermon content was far from 
scriptural. I was imploring people 
to go out ancf "get your Lone Star 
beer!" (Only you Texans will appre
ciate that.) 

I am consequently thankful for 
the two churches of my youth, and 
for my weekly Sunday night Train
ing Union experience. In those set
tings I was taught unapologetically 
that not only were we to avoid abus
ing alcohol and drugs, but to abstain 
from partaking of them all together! 
I am saddened today that such 
teaching may not be as prevalent as 
it once was. 

The basic truth of our lesson to
day is that people are going to ulti
mately be controlled. They will ei
ther surrender to the Holy Spirit, 
the devil, or their self-centered ap
petites. As children of G:>d we need 
to exercise wisdom when it comes 
to our r esponse to such temptations 
(Proverbs 20:1). Solomon advocates, 
whoever staggers because of them is 

not wise. The best way tp not be de
ceived and mocked by alcohol and 
drugs is to have nothing to do with 
them. The idea that you may need 
to drink occasionally in order to 
witness to drunkards is preposter
ous. Today 11 million Americans 
are hooked on alcohol and 76 mil
lion claim alcoholics in their f~mi
lies. "The tendency to become anal
coholic may indeed be inherited, 
since the sins of the fathers are of
ten visited on the children (Exodus 
20:5). This alarming possibility 
merely strengthens the case for to
tal abstinence" (Exploring Proverbs, 
Dr. John Phillips). 

The kingly man of wisdom· fur
ther cautions us to watch out for 
the alcohol crowd, when h e warns, 
don't associate with those who 
drink too much wine (ch. 23:20-21, 
29-33). What man predicts won't 
happen , usually does happen. Such 
a boisterous crowd will influence us • more often tha.n not. "Daddy, they 
won't get drunk at this party. I 
promise.". "There won't be any 
drugs there. I wouldn't take them 
anyway." Famous last words. The 
"I don't want to be left out" syn
drome potentially destroys more 
lives each year than we could ever 
imagine. The picture painted in 
verses 29-33 affirms that the abuse 
of alcohol (and/or drugs) is a crime 
against society. Don't be deceived. 

· What looks attractive, "in the end 
bites like a snake." 

Paul beseeches us t hough we 
hate the sin, we should still love 

Whaf about unbelievers? 
By Lee Porter 

Focal Passage: Luke 20:8-19 
In-our last lesson Jesus was leav

ing Jericho and t raveling with His 
disciples toward Jerusalem. Near 
the city their route takes them up 
the side of the Mt. of Olives. When 
they reached the top of the mountain 
they are able to see the whole city of 
Jerusalem in the valley below. As Je
sus looks at th e city He begins to 
weep. He is crying and sobbing over 
the people of Jerusalem. 

They were known as a religious 
people living in a religious city. J e
sus knows that the people and even 
the so-called religious leaders have 
turned against God and that they 
will reject the Messiah in the days 
just ahead. Jerusalem is now a city 
of unbelievers and Jesus weeps. Je
sus has cared about unbelievers 
throughout His entire ministry. He 
came to seek and to save· the unbe
lievers. Now Jesus enters Jerusalem 
to teach, to preach, and to die for 
unbelievers. 

The next day as Jesus goes to the 
temple grounds he finds a place of 
cheap commercialism instead of an 
entrance into a house of worship. In 
righteous anger He drives out all of 
the false religious dealers and 
cleanses the temple. For the next 
few days Jesus uses the temple 
grounds as a place of preaching and 
teaching. The triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, the cleansing of the tem
ple, and the preaching and teaching 
of Jesus causes the priests, the 
scribes, and the elders of the city to 
plot the destruction of Jesus. As Je-

su s is teach ing on the temple 
grounds t h e leading priests and 
scribes challenge His authority to 
preach and to teach. Jesus answers 
their challenge with a question that 
the religious leaders cannot answer 
and they leave in defeat. 

A large crowd gathers to hear Je
sus. He tells a parable about a land 
owner who rents out his vineyard. 
At harvest time t he land owner 
sends a servant to collect some fresh 
fruit. The tenants beat the servant 
and send him back to the land own
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er. He then sends 
another servant to 
collect the annual 
rent and he is also 
beaten by the ten
ants. The owner 
sends a third ser-
vant who 1s 
wounded and 
thrown out of the 
vineyard. The 

owner then decides to send his 
beloved son to solve the problem, 
but the tenants kill him. 

The people who are listening to 
Jesus understand the meaning of 
the parable. The owner is God. The 
servants were the prophets who 
were rejected by the tenants (peo
ple) through the years. The beloved 
son is Jesus. Many in the crowd re
membered the words that God had 
spoken from heaven when John was 
baptizing Jes us , Thou art my 
beloved son (Luke 3:22). After 
killing the son the tenants are de
stroyed by the land owner. As the 
crowd hears this they cry out, uQQd 
forbid!" They did not want to die be-
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the sinner, and consider: others in 
our ministry toward them (Romans 
14:19-21). Space doesn't allow for 
us to venture into the reason be
hind Paul's remarks, but suffice to 
say, we know that · 
drugs and alcohol 
will not lead to 
anything positive. 
As we approach 
people with su ch 
addictions, we 
must demonstrate 
Christ-like charity. 
Our convictions MASSEY 
can remain undi-
minished as we with grace, pa
tience, and example share a better 
way to live ... the wisdom and val
ue of total abstinence. 

How can people become alcohol 
and drug free? Submit to the Holy 
Spirit (5: 15-18). He i s our true · 
source, song, and strength for joy 
and happiness. He is the Wonderful 
Counselor. He is the One who loves 
us most. Why not be controlled by 
Him instead of the devil's alluring 
substitutes? J esus is the real thing! 
He is the only enticement we-need 
to feel good and act properly. Sur
rendering to Him is the best thing 
we can do. Abstinence is th e best 
policy! Q - Massey is pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Paris. 

• 
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cause they had rejected Jesus. 
They realized that accepting Je

sus as Lord and Savior was the only 
way to be accepted by God. Many in 
the crowd accepted J esus as their 
Savior. 

As we study this lesson let us as 
Christians ask ourselves some seri
ous question s. We need to give 
prayerful consideration to the an
swers to the following questions: 

Have I ever cried over the multi
tude of the lost in our world, especial
ly those who live in my community? 

. ·Do I really ·care about unbelievers 
and what am I doing to reach them? 

How can I help ·my Sunday 
School class to decide to reach out to 
unbelievers? 

Is my church really ~inistering 
to the needs of others? 

Are you concerned about the spir
itual welfare of your relatives and 
friends? 

Will you pray daily for missionar
ies who are working to win others to 
Christ? 

Did you witness to an unbeliever 
last year? 

What individual does God want 
you to witness to this year? 

May God help you to reach out to 
an unbeliever this week. 0 - Porter 
is a retired employ·ee of LifeWay 
Christian Resources and former SBC 
registration secretary. He now lives in 
Greenback. 
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+ After 21 years as pastor 
of Temple Baptis t Church. 
Paris, Otis Hinton has 
resigned effective Jan. 31. He 
.served four t erms on the Ten
nessee Bapt1st Convention 
Executive Board. He \Vas chair 
of the Camp Development Sub
committee of the board which 
led in the development of Lin
den Valley Baptist Confer ence 
Center. Linden, and Carson 
Springs Baptist Conference 
Center, Newport. Hinton has 
served as pastor of churches 
for 39 years. He was pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Obion; 
Poplar Corner Baptist Church, 
Brownsville; Curve Baptist 
Church1 Ripley; Cairo Baptist 
Church, Alamo; and churches 

Belmont to 
consider &logging, . 
journalism 
Belmont University News Office 

NASHVILLE - Belmont 
University announced today 
that the university's New 
Century Journalism program 
will host "BlogN ashville," a 
three-day multi-part confer-

• ence on journalism, blogging, 
and the emergence of the new 
citizen-participatory journal
ism, in May 2005, along with 
the Media Blogger s Associa- ~ 

tion. 
In the past two years, blog

gers have played a key role in 
holding media and political 
figures accountable, including 
former Republican Majority 
Leader Trent Lott over his 
racially insensitive remarks 
about Strom Thurmond; for
mer New York Times editor 
Howell Raines in regard to 
the J ayson Blair scandal; 
exposing John Kerry's 
"Christmas in Cambodia" 
story as a lie; and, most 
recently, the "RatherGate" 
media scandal in which blog
gers exposed the forged docu
ments at the heart of a "60 
Minutes II" story about Presi
dent Bush's National Guard 
service, a story CBS later 
retracted. 

Also, last year, bloggers 
were invited to cover both the 
Democratic National Conven
tion and the Republican 
National Convention. 

BlogNashville will include 
a computer-aided research 
and reporting "Boot Camp" 
for members of the Media 
Bloggers Associat ion May 5-6. 
A Blogging Panel Discussion 
will be held on May 6. Blog
gerCon Tennessee will be led 
by blogging pioneer Dave 
Winer ~m May 7. 

For more information, con
tact www.BlogN ashville.org 
or the school at (615) 460-
6793 or http://forum.bel
mont.edu/umac. 0 

in Alabama and Mississippi. 

+ Billy Joe Stewart, pas
tor. Good Hope Baptist Church. 
Adamsville. has announced his 
retirement effective April 24. 
He has served the church for 23 
years. Stewart and his wife, 
)J'ell, will retire in Adamsville. 
He will be available for part
time ministry work including 
revivals, conferences, interim 
and supply work. 

+ Eric Nichols, pastor, 
Hampshire Baptist Church, 
H ampshire, was ordained to 
the ministry Jan. 23 at the 
church. 

+ Toby DeHay, associate 
pastor/youth director Maple
wood Baptist Church , Paris, 
was ordained to the ministry by 
the church. He will leave to 
study at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

+ Northeast Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, has called 
Paul Eaves as pastor. 

+ Northside Baptist 
Ch urch, Clarksville, has ·called 
Paul Dacus as minister of 
muSIC. 

. + Ernest Condee, pastor, 
Prospect Baptist Church, Wal
land, retired Dec. 31. He served 
the church as pastor for six 
years. Condee also served as a 
minister of seven other church
es in Tennessee throughout a 
46-year ministry. He and his 
wife, Wilma, will retire in the 
Prospect community. He will be 
available for part-time min
istry work including supply, 
revivals, and Bible studies and 
can be r eached at (865) 379-
2723. 

+ Mark Jones, pastor, 
Williamsport Baptist. Church, 
Williamsport, will be ordained 
Feb. 6 at Richland Baptist 
Church, Lynnville, at 2:30 p.m. 
The ordination council· will 
meet a~ 2 p.m. at the church. 

+ New Hope Baptist 
Church, New Market, has 
called Allen Smith as pastor. 

+ On Sunday, Jan. 9, West
haven Baptist Mission, 
Cookeville, was constituted as 
a church. Frank Hickman, direc
tor of missions, Stone Baptist 
Association; Michael Prowse, 
retired director of missions; Al 
Gaspard, pastor, Colonial View 
Baptist Church, Cookeville, 
sponsoring church; and Joe 
Wiles, mission development of 
the association; all spoke words 
of encouragement to the new 
congregation. Maxine Jones pre
sented special music. Charles 
Anderson, member of West
haven, brought the main mes
sage, challenging the church to 
keep Jesus Christ and outreach 
as the main focus. A facility is 
under construction which- will 
provide space for classrooms, a 

fellowship hall. kitchen. and 
bathrooms. Don Wynn is pastor. 

+ The· Calvary Construction 
Company will be in concert at 
Dickerson Road Baptist 
Church, Nashville. on Sun
day, Jan. 30, at 1 p.m. 

+ First Southern Baptist 
Church, Pikeville, First Pri
ority, a ministry for students, 
and World Vision is holding the 
Absolute Worship Tour Feb. 19 
at 6 p.m. at Bledsoe County 
High School in Pikeville. It will 
feature Todd Agne~, Big Daddy 
Weave and Exit East. For more 
information, call (423) 447-
2849. 

+ New Hop.e · Bapti-st 
Church, Hermitage, will host 
a Love Impact Event Sunday
Wednesday, Feb. 13-16. Evan
gelist Ken Freeman will speak. 
For more information, contact 
the church at (615) 883-6709 or 
www.newhopeforyou.com. 

+ Prosperity Baptist 
Church, Auburntown, will 
host Gary Bates of Answers in 
Genesis, Australia, will speak 
Wednesday, Feb. 2, at 6:30 p.m. 
His topics are "Creation: A Key 
to Evangelism" and "Aliens, 
UFOs, and the Bible." For more 
inform,ation, .contact the church 

·. at (615) 408-4300 . or Answers 
in Genesis at www.Answersin
Genesis.org. 

s 
+ Robertson County 

Baptist Association will hold 
an Evangelism/Discipleship 
Rally on Monday, Feb. 7 ,--a.t 7 
p.m. It will be held at Temple 
Baptist Church, White House. 
Jerry Tidwell, pastor, Ellendale 
Baptist Church, Ellendale, and 
originator of the GROW Out
reach Ministry, will speak. A 
combined choir of association 
churches will perform. Also a 
GROW workshop will be held 
at 6:15 p.~. A snack will be pro
vided. 'For more information, 
call the association office at 
(615) 384-8197. 

+ Jefferso~ County Bap
tist Association will hold its 
Associational Evangelism 
Rally Sunday, Jan. 30 at 6:30 
p.m. Darrell Robinson will 
speak. It will be held at New 
Market Baptist Church, New 
Market. At 4 p.m. a Leadership 
Conference will be led by 
Robinson. The rally will begin 
at 6:30p.m. For more informa
tion, contact the associational 
office at (865) 475-1453. 

+ Western District Bap
tist Association, based in 
Paris, will hold an open house 
in its new office facility Sunday, 
Jan. 30, from 2-4 p.m. For more 
information, contact the staff 
at (731) 642-4641 or www.wd
baptassoc.com. 

+ The Northern/Midland 
Baptist Association, based in 
Maynardville, has bought a 

l • 

TENNESSEE HIGHWAY PATROL Chaplain Don Long, rlgnt, pn 
sents a New Testament to Captain Charles Laxton of the Kh~xvil 
District of the Tennessee Highway Patrol. The gift means Long hi 
given 1,400 New Testaments to THP officers and workers. Lon 
who also is pastor, Middlebrook Pike Baptist Church, Knoxvi/1 
began presenting the special New Testaments six years ago. Tl 
front has a picture of the University of Tennessee football stadiu 
and a THP car and reads: "This New Testament contains Goc 
Highway to Heaven." The back cover has the wording, 
and Integrity." 

LEANNE ROBBINS, left, and Scott Allen were recognized 1 

their tenure on the TBC staff during the 'an. 11 Tennessee Bapt 
Convention Executive Board meeting in Brentwood. Robbi1 
administrative assistant, Church Growth Strategies Group, h 
served 15 years and Allen, collegiate ministry specialist, Vandt 
bilt University, Nashville, has served five years. 

trailer to use in disaster relief 
efforts. The effort was coordi
nated by the Disaster Relief 
Team of the association and 
was funded by churches of the 
association. 

+ Beulah Baptist Associ
ation, based in Union City, will 
send an l.l-member team to 
Puerto Rico Feb. 19-26. · 

· + Beech River Baptist 
Association, based in Lexing
ton, will hold simultaneous 
revivals Feb. 6-9. 

+ Union University's 
School of Nur sing has named 
Timothy Smith of the Univer
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sity of Ten-
nessee 
Chattanooga, 
as dean. He 
was assistant 
professor of 
UT-C and 
direetor of the 
school's nurse 
anesthetist 

program. Union will launch a 
Certified Registered Nurse 
Anesthetist program in 2006. 

+ Don Cusic, professor of 
music business at Belmont 
University, Nashville, has just 

• 
published his 14th book, Joh 
ny Cash: The Songs. The book 
published by Thunder's' Mou 
Press, a division of Avalon a 
is the first of Johnny cas: 
lyrics. The book features son 
that Cash wrote and record 
as well as one unrecorded sol 
In November, t he Weste 
Music Association present 
Cusic with the "Bill Wil 
Award" to honor Cusic for I 
"outstanding contribution 

-western Music and the We 
ern Music Association. 

+ "Women in Baptist His 
ry" will be the theme of the Ba 
tist History and Herita 
Society's June 2-4 ann1 
meeting at Samford Univers 
in Birmingham, Ala. Sat 
Frances Anders will be f 
keynote speaker. Twent.y
other speakers, represent 
several ethnic traditians z 
countries; are on the progrE 
The auxiliary, Fellowship 
Baptist Historians, will a 
meet on June 2. To see pho1 
IDs. and topics of the speak( 
plus registration forms for 
meeting and the hotels, see 
society's web site, www.bapt 
h.istory.org. 


