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On staffc children/youth volunteers . . 

· Churches encouraged to get background checks 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - The very 
nature of a church lends itself 
to being vulnerable to criminal 
activity and as a result church
es need safeguards in place, 
said a spokesperson for the Ten
nessee Bureau of Investigation. 

"Churches are often vulnera
ble to criminal activity because 
the people who work there are 
generally trusting and want· to 
believe that people have their 
hearts in the right place,'' said 
Jennifer Johnson, public infor
mation officer for the TBI and a 
member of Long Hollow Baptist 
Church in Hendersonville. 

The TBI is now making 
background checks available to 
the general public, inc1uding 
churches~ Johnson said. 

A background check on a po
tential staff member or youth 
or children's volunteer "is a 
safeguard" against people who 

want to "take advantage of the 
good nature of Christians ," 
Johnson said . 

The TBI has a lways main
tained statewide criminal histo
ry records at its headquarters 
in Nashville , Johnson ex-· 
plained. Las t year the T en
nessee Legislature passed a law 
making that information avail
able to the public, she noted. 

Applications for a back
ground check can be obtained 
at the TBI headquarters or 
through the TBI web site at 
www. tbi.state.tn.us, Johnson 
said . Each background check 
requires a $29 processing fee. 

Most checks are completed 
within a week and will only re
veal arrests made within the 
state of Tennessee, Johnson 
said. "Once the search is com
plete. you will receive the crim
inal records or a letter stating 
that the individual has not 
been arrested in the state of 
Tennessee. 

In addition to the service 
provided by TBI there are also 
private companies that do back
ground searches. 

Questions to ask 
Regardless of who individu

als or churches use, there are 
questions that should be asked, 
according to Timothy Beck, in
formation sysferns manager for 
TBI. 

Among those are: 
( 1) How do you acquire the 

criminal history information 
and from where? "Be careful 
here because some companies 
tend to be very vague regarding 
where their data comes from," 
Beck said. 

(2) Does the check include 
arrest records or convictions 
only? 

(3) Will misdeameanors 
show up or is this search limit
ed to felony records? 

(4) Are cross-checks per
formed against things such as a 
drivers license, social security 

number, current address verifi
cation, etc.? If so, is there an 
additional fee for this? 

(5) What is your average re
sponse time? 

(6) How do you handle com
mon names s uch as "John 
Smith?" Are those records re
searched to make s ure we're 
getting results on the person in 
question? 

Johnson stressed that "you 
can ·never be too careful in this 
day and age when it co-mes to 
your children. This is another 
measure the church can take to 
weed out those who may try to 
slip into a congregation and do 
ill will . 

"I think church members 
want to know that when they 
drop their child off with a vol
unteer or a mother's day out 
progrl!lm that every s t e p has 
been taken to ensure those vol
unteers are of good character," 
she said. 
- See Churches, page 4 
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Joh, rennessee Baptists talce •essage of Jesus Cltrist into Cu6a 
JOOk' y Lonnie Wilkey wit~ Cubans here. The Tulip GTove group was through Life Way, but they ton said. He learned that many 
Mou; aptist and Reflector The team witnessed 302 pro- the first Tennessee church worked with churches in the of them were begun by former 

a!\( fessions of faith and a confer- team which has gone into east- Western Baptist Convention of Southern Baptist Horne Mis·-
~ash' SANTIAGO, Cuba - A ence led by Ernie McAninch of ern Cuba under the auspices of Cuba. sian Board (now North Ameri-
song·roup of ~ennessee Bapti~ts LifeWay Christian Resour~es LifeWay, said E~e McAninch, God i s at work in Cuba, ~an Mission Board) m~ssionar-
~>nm~~J~·om Tuhp Grove Baptist attracted 14 7 Cuban Baptist a member of Tuhp Grove and McAninch observed. "We had a 1es before the revolutiOn to·ok 

hurch in Old Hickory will at- leaders from more than 50 intern-ational lead consultant need here and Tulip Grove was place in the late 1950s. 
sollJlst that God is alive and well chur~hes in the Eastern Cuba for Life Way. McAninch coordi- able to fill it," he said. Clayton said he was encour-

l Cuba. Baptist Convention which is nates all of Life Way's mission The Tulip Grove team, which aged by the passion and com-
The eight-member team re- headquartered in Santiago. trips. included Pastor Ken Clayton, mitment of the Cuban Baptist 

rrned home Jan. 22 after eight The convention is comprised McAninch said other Ten- preached in churches and did pastors and lay leaders who he 
ays of leading conferences and of about ·305 churches and nessee teams comprised of numerous house visits. met. 
!laring the gospel of Christ l,OOQ house churches. members of various churches "I was surprised by the num- "I think they're doing very 

:rACY BELL, left, of Tulip Grove Baptist Church, Old Hickory, shares 
1e gospel. in a remote area outside of Santiago, the second largest city 
1 Cuba. 

have gone into Cuba her of chm·ches in Cuba," Clay- well with what th'ey have to 

A CUBAN PASTOR baptkzes a new believer in the Atlantic Ocean 
near Santiago. Members loaded onto a bus to travel from their small 
village for the service. 

work with'," he said. 
"They are very enthu
siastic." 

Team member 
Mike Bailey also was 
impressed with t h e 
Cuban Baptists. "The 
people here have a 
hunger for the gospel 
that we wish we co.uld 
have at home ," he 
said. 

'We tend to isolate 
ourselves in our own 
little world." 

McAninch agreed. 
"We sometimes get so 
busy with church 
'stuff that we igneTe 
our time with the 
Lord." 

.. 
- See Tennessee , 
page 4 
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'Roe' asks highest 
court to overturn 
abortion ruling 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON The 
woman whose challenge of a 
Texas law resulted in the legal
ization of abortion in the United 
States h as a s k e d the U.S. 
Supreme Court to reverse that 
1973 ruling. 

Norma McCorvey announced 
recently she has asked the jus
tices to r eview f.ind overturn 
their landmark Roe v. Wade 
opinion. McCorvey, who was 
identified as "Jane Roe" in that 
case but is now a pro-life advo
cate, has been rebuffed by two 
lower federal courts in her effort 
as the original party to invali
date a decis ion that has pro
duced more than 40 million legal 
abortions in the last .32 years. 

"America is slowly dying of a 
holocaust of abortion tha_t began 
with Roe v. Wade," McCorvey 
said Jan. 18 in announcing the 
filing yvith the high court, CNS 
News reported. 

Her effort is given little hope 
of succeeding by most observers. 
The court has reaffirmed the 
Roe opinion and maintains a 6-3 
majority in support of the ruling. 
It is unknown when the justices 
will announce their response to 
McCorvey's appeal. 

A federal judge in Dallas re-
J buffed McCorvey's request in 

2003. In September 2004, a pan
el of the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals unanimously dismissed 
her ·case. CJ 

S.C. church returns 
1home' after _ 
deadly train wreck 
Baptist Press 

GRANITEVILLE, S.C . - A 
cleanup crew dusted, vacuumed, 
waxed, and did everything in 
their power on Saturday, Jan. 22, 
to make sure First Baptist 
Church here was adequately 
ready. 

The next day, First Baptist 
members looked as if life was be
ginning anew at the church on 
that sunny yet cold morning af
ter the upheaval in the town of 
5,400 caused by a train wreck 
just 175 to 200 yards from the 
church and parsonage that 
killed nine people in the early 
morning hours of Jan. 6. 

Grady "Buddy" Friday, the lo
cal assistant fire chief, and other 
First Baptist members said 
there was "no place like home" 
as they returned t o the church 
building after it had been closed 
for just over two weeks by the 
contamination. 

The train wreck occurred 
shortly before 2:40 a .m. Jan. 6 
when a northbound Norfolk 
Southern freight train with two 
locomotives and 42 rail cars 
struck a locomotive and two rail 
cars parked parallel to the main 
rail line. Two of the rail cars 
sprung a leak and unleashed 70 
tons of chlorine on Graniteville, 

n o "o n al I sa t news 

Gifts· to Annie Armstrong set record in 2004 
Baptist Press 

ATLANTA- Southern Baptists gave a l'ecord 
$53,845,989 to last year's Annie Armstrong East,.. 
er Offering for North American Missions, exceed
ing the previous year's offering by 8 .5 percent 
and nearly reaching the national goal of $54 mil
lion. 

fully give to this vital off'ering.'" Rettord said. 
want to especially thank_ the leadership am 
membership of Woman's Missionary Union wbr 
tirelessly support all of our missions endeavon 
Without them. Southern Baptists would not .... ,_ 
the missionary enterprise we do ... 

Reccord expressed special appreciation to .. · ...... 
viduals and churches that made special efforts b 
increase their giving to the offering last year. According to records from the account

ing office of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, TBC churches have given $3,744,107 
for the 2004 AAEO. 

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering ac 
counts for 45 percent of NAMB's budget, .. whilt 
another 36 percent comes from church~i 
through the Southern Baptist Convention~ Coop 
erative Pro~am. One hundred percent of!"gi 
given to AAEO are used to jointly support ll"lllrl' 
5,200 miss ionaries and their ministries witl 
state Baptist convention partners. Most of th• 
miss ionary force is involved in starting nev 
churches and an array of evangelistic endeavors. 

Robert E. "Bob" Reccord, president of the 
North American Mission Board, described South
em Baptists' "sacrificial generosity" in 2004 as a 
"significant breakthrough" in North American 
IDJSSlOnS giVIng. 

"Southern Baptists have proven themselves 
faithful to the cause of missions and reaching 
North America for Christ," Reccord said. "Never 
before bas funding been more critical to the mis
sion of ensuring that every person in the United 
States, Canada, and their territories has the op
portunity to hear the gospel, respond with faith 
in Christ, and participate in a New Testament 
fellowship of believers. 

The 2005 offering's goal is $55 million. The of 
fering will be promoted in most Southern Baptis 
churches in March beginning with the Week o 
Prayer for North American Missions, March 6-13 
and continuing through Easter on March 27. 

"On behalf of our missioaaries and mission 
partners, I want to e~ress my deepest apprecia
tion to the pastors and mission leaders in every 
church that challenged their members to prayer-

The national mission offering was establish 
in 1895 by the Woman's Missionary Unio1 
(WMU) to support SBC missionaries in the Unit 
ed States. In 1934, the offering was named ij 
memery and honor of Annie· Armstrong~ WMlr 
founder and tireless missions advocate. CJ . 

necessitating the evacuation of 
everyone within a one-mile·ra
dius. I n addition to the nine 
deaths, including the train engi
neer, more than 250 people were 
sickened by the chlorine leak. 

"Ninety percent of our church 
was in the one-mile evacuation 
zone and were evacuated from 
their homes," said First Baptist 

' pastor Steve Hendricks. "Mirac-
ulously, nobody was hurt badly. 
We count ourselv·es- ..sery 
blessed." CJ 

Area churches look 
to share Christ 
ai Super Bowl 
Baptist Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - On 
a day when three-quarters of a 
billion people worldwide will be 
glued to their televisions watch
ing Super Bowl XXXIX, hordes of 
Southern Baptists will take to 
the streets in Jacksonville - the 
site of the game - to ensure that 
everything goes like clockwork. 

And though some plan to 
, catch at least part of the excite
ment of the Feb. 6 game, many 
will be working as volunteers to 
set up tb,e stage for the halftime 
show, to serve as casting direc
tors for the pre-game show, to 
greet visitors, and to transport 
guests and NFL officials and 
workers to and from their hotels . 

One pre-game event, the Con
voy of Hope, will place volun
teers side by side with NFL dig
nitaries and celebrities. 

"The eyes of the world are go
ing to be on Jacksonville . . . and 
there is a tendency of the church 
to nm away, but this is our time 
to shine/ ' said David Garrett, di
rector of church and community 
ministries for the Jacksonville 
Baptist Association. 

Garrett said he believes Flori
da Baptists have an unprece-

dented opportunity to be salt 
arid light to an expected 100,000 
visitors to the city and to count
less residents. 

"Doing what's right and in 
right ways can in itself be a min
istry," Garrett said. He and oth
ers on a specially created task 
force suggested churches "don't 
run away," bu_t instead fin'd 
ways to involve their members 
in community ~d church-based 
activities. CJ 

.I 

NOBTS reservations 
unfounded, say 
SBC l"wyers 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary has 
released a document approved by 
the executive committee of the 
seminary board expressing its 
reservations about adopting sole 
membership. Southern Baptist 
Convention attorneys say the 
concerns are unfounded. 

In an October meeting, the 
seminary's trustees approved 

. sole membership language and 
voted to express their reserva
tions about the corporate model 
in writing by December, and to 
relate them to SBC messengers 
at the annual meeting in June, 
which will take place in 
Nashville. The executive com
mittee of the seminary board 
now has approved the list of 
reservations as its formal state
ment on the matter. 

During last year's annual 
meeting messengers passed a 
motion asking the seminary to 
adopt sole membership. Messen
gers must vote on whether to ap
prove the recommended changes. 

Sole membership is a corpo
rate model that seeks to clarify 
in legal language - within each 
entity's charter - that the con
vention owns all of its entities. 

The other five SBC semim 
ies - Golden Gate, MidwesteJ 
Southeastern, Southern, a1 
Southwestern - previously ha 
adopted s~le membership, 
have the North American M· 
s.ion Board, 1nternational M: 
sion Board, LifeWay Christi: 
Resources , the Ethics & Re 
giousJ.-iberty· Commission) a 
the Annuity Board (now Gui< 
stone financial Resources). 

New Orleans Seminary ai 
cials say they are committed 
the Southern Baptist ConvE 
tion but want to seek other ws 
to clarify that the SBC owns t 
school. 

The New Orleans paper lil 
three major concerns abo 
adopting sole membership: 

(1) Sole membership is inco 
patible with Louisiana law. 

(2) Adopting sole members] 
would increase the liability 
the Southern Baptis t Conv• 
tion. 

(3 ) Sole membership wot 
violate Baptist polity. 
- But attorneys for both t 
Southe;rn Baptis t Conventi 
and the SBC Executive Comn 
tee say the seminary's conce1 
are without merit. For instan 
SBC attorney Jim Guenther e 
Executive Committee coun 
August Boto say they have 
ceived counsel from attorneys 
Louisiana who say sole memb 
ship is indeed compatible w 
state law. 

Guenther and Boto conu 
that sole membership actus 
protects mission funds. "In r~ 
the charter will help protect 
convention and...every entit) 
the convention from being h 
liable for New Orleans SeJ 
nary's obligations," they write 

The two men also say the 
proach does not violate Bap· 
polity. 

Messengers to the SBC an 
al meeting in June will make t 
final decision on the matter. 0 
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forks with Tennessee/Iowa partnership 

' lo:Wa~ .<.Qntinues missions work while fightin.g ALS 
fchard Nations - that kind of shocked my doctor! For let them know that the trip was worth-
ist Press . .. me it was better to have an answer." while and several people were won to the 

·':"· She said having the hope of Jesus Lord. 
URBANDALE, Iowa - Many peo- Christ makes all the difference when Barrentine said it thrilled her heart to 
! are involved in missions in Iowa, receiving a medical diagnosis that see the pictures that the team showed 
tone particular person does it on a .., most would consider catastrophic. her. "It allowed us to feel like we were a 

ar basis without leaving her "I think that would be too over- part of this mission endeavor which we 
'. l,lil"''"' Although she faces the mount- wh~lming to know that you were go- were not able to go on," she said . 

. challenge ofLoti Gehrig's disease, ing to die if you didn't have the an- This past October, another seizure 
ru.u.•t:a Barrentine desp~rately wants swer," she said .. "That would be too episode left Barrentine with virtually no 

involved in missions work. devastating. At least I know where ability to speak and very little indepen-
Barrentine, 27, helps coordinate I'm going. dent movement abilities. 

·on projects with the help of"a "Some people were saying to my Although it was expected to occur at 
. lll.'u"~~L and a telephone. Her moth- parents, 'Oh, we are praying that some point, Jimmy Barrentine said fami-

Joan, 'helps pick up the workload J enifer will be healed.' lies are never prepared for that stage of 
ten her daughter's strength is fail- "I said they are going to be so dis- the progression of ALS. When she 
,. appointed because they are praying couldn't speak, she used a laptop comput-
"I think I have a very unique op- that I'll be healed, but they forget er· to relay thoughts. And while she has 
rtunity to share Christ with some that for a Christian the ultimate heal- recovered some speech, it's often broken. 
ople who would not be open to ing is dying. Because you don't die; She tires easily and spends a lot of time · 
aring about Christ if I were not in only your body dies. And when I go to resting. 
s wheelchair or in this situation," heaven, I won't have this wheelchair. Joan Barrentine takes on more of the 
rrentine said. "Some people are cu- They don't have wheelchairs in heav- partnership ~responsibilities when all her 
us about the illness when we talk en." daughter can do is sleep and join in on 

lhsbeli the phone or when I am out in the Partnering with Tennessee brief snatches of conversation around the 
'plic ':ith my motorize~ wheelchair. Though her passion for missions house. 
ey will open up to me m a way that was intense, it soon became obvious Barrentine stays in touch with the 
ey prebably would not do other- that Barrentine's physical abilities Tennessee/Iowa Partnership through her 

"One day I was in a store, buying a 
'"--.. thday present, and a salesclerk 
~mmil >k probably a half-hour visiting 

th me and opening up. I had a 
ance to share my testimony of 
owing Christ, and it seemed to re
y toueh her." 

Circumstances change 

JIMMY BARRENTINE and his wife, Joan, are 
doing all they can to help their daughter, Jenifer, 
through her struggle with Lou Gehrig's disease. 
- Photo by Norm Appleton 

and stamina were declining to the brief e-mails and updates to the partner
point that she would not be able to ship web site. She is missions-oriented, 
handle a full-time job. As the Bar- even if it means standing in the back
rentine family began adjusting to ground as an encourager to others who 
her disability, they started thinking are able to go and do. 
about volunteer options and realized Looking to the future 
a need for a Tennessee/Iowa Part- When asked whether she is prepared 
nership administrative a ssistant. for the time when her life ends, Harren
Barrentine and her mother agreed to tine looked resolute and peaceful as she 
coordinate the state convention mis- stroked the family cat, Tom. The daughter of Baptist Conven-

n of Iowa executive director Jimmy 
:w.u~~ rrentine, she said circumstances occur 

life that can change things dramatical
for some people. When that happens, 
~l~ have choices to make, and one of 

choices is how they will react to 
changes. A Christ-like spirit and a 

tive attitude make a big difference 
bi:WPPT1 despair and making the best of 
ragic situation, she said. 
Barrentine has faced a debilitating 
alth condition for more than three 
;u-s with grace and courage. She has a 
vent desire to serve her Lord as she 
~s volunteer work for the Baptist Con

,_~..,n.tion of Iowa on the missions team. 
' She helps coordinate project requests 

persrt' the Tennessee/Iowa Missions Part
rship, a relationship between the Ten

lnnv~2,ssee Baptist Convention and the Bap
Convention of Iowa in which church

volunteer to assist other churches 
th building projects, Vacation Bible 
nools, prayerwalks, and church start

efforts. Her role is to keep the com
mication between the partner church

kmull)J open and facilitate the preparation 
d :fellow-through of the mission proj

lstan~ ;s. .. 
Barrentine :q>.oved to the Des Moines 

lnnng,< 
~a with her parents in March 2001 as a 
-year-old, healthy college student. She 
ts finishing her education in evening 

IP.m~. tsses at Upper Iowa University and 
mt •rking as a preschool teacher during 

.~ days. 

Then she started feeling strange and a 
htu8Jl tle tired. Her voice was hoarse and she 

fat d an overwhelming headache and ear
he. Within a few days, she noticed 
mpto~~ that mimicked a stroke. Her ' 

he. ~ial muscles were drawn and she was 
3entially unable to move her right side, 
Barrentine w.as transported to a hospi
.. Doctors were perplexed at her condi

.,A,..,..tn, but they released her within a few 
urs. 
Ovell' the next several months, Barre:ri
te would repeatedly be hospitalized, re

G , ver and then relapse with another 

round of seizures. Each round of episodes 
cal)Sed her to function a little less. Her 
parents searched for answers and took 
her to several specialists, including the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. 

Diagnosis: ALS 
Along the way, several diagnoses were 

discussed. The one Banentine and her 
parents dreaded was occasionally men

sions partnership efforts, which includes "I joke with Mom. I tell her I have a 
linking up Tennessee churches with pact with my cat. I tell him he can't go 
Iowa congregations for missions pro- until I die," she said. "I tell her ifhe goes 
jects. the same day, you can just put him in the 

"Of course there is the paperwork part coffin with me. H e's spent most of his life 
of it, though it is not a lot," Barrentine on my lap. 
said. 'We make sure they fill out the pro- "Some days it is more frightening than 
ject request forms. " others. I don't think the actual dying is 

tioned - Amyotrophic Later
al Sclerosis (ALS), which is 
commonly called Lou 
Gehrig's disease. Barrentine 
bas a history of the condition 
in her family, and it can be 
genetically passed down. 

' ------.---.
For a Christian, the ultimate healing is dying. 

so frightening," Barrentine 
explained. "What is difficult 
is thinking about what it 
will be like right before I go. 
I would be OK with going 
soon. A favorjte Scripture 
t~xt of mine is found in I~a
iah 40:28-31: Do you not 
know? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth. He will not 
grow tired or weary, and his 
understanding no one can 

Because you don't die; only your body dies. 

The terminal disease ca us
es the body to gradually lose 
control of muscular func
tions, so the family remod
eled their home to make it 
handicap-accessible. An ele
vator was installed, and Bar

And when I go to heaven, I won't have this 

wheelchair. They don't have wheelchairs in 

heaven. - Jenifer Barrentine ---::,.:-------- ' 
rentine received some assistance to pur
chase a handicap-accessible van with 
hand controls to allow her to drive. She 
began using a motorized wheelchair out
side her home. 

Most ALS patients live between five 
an.d. 10 years with the disorder. But Bar
rentine has also been diagnosed with fi
bromialgia, wliich causes intense pain in 
her body especially when she is tired or 
physically drained. She compared the 
disease _to severe arthritis, and just being 
touched· or moving around is painful for 
her. To make matters worse, Barrentine 
suffers from systemic lupus, making it 
difficult for her body to fight off infec
tions. 
· After more than two years of specula
tion, a catastrophic disease specialist in 
Des Moines confirmed the ALS diagnosis 
in February 2004. 

Barrentine said it was finally a relief 
tg know that her disorder is not a myste
riaus iJ:lmess, but one with a name and a 
generally identified p:rogression. 

"I had been sick for two and a half 
years at that time and I just wanted to 
know," she said. "I was relieved. I think 

• 
Some of the pastors have said Barren-

tine is persistent in tracking them down 
if they fail to turn in their paperwork. 
They are always glad to hear from heT, 
and she is able to prompt them to follow 
through with her good humor and a 
sparkling personality. 

"I did the same kind of jo~ in 
Arkansas for Mississippi River Min
istries, which involves Arkansas, Ten-

. nessee, Illinois, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
and Missouri," BaiTentine said. "This job 
involves fewer people, so you can have a 
li~tle more personal touch." 

Barrentine enjoys seeing the results of 
her work. 

''Most of the pastors are good to call in 
and to let us know ·how the projects 

·worked out. That's nice. One of the Vaca
tion Bible Schools was in a church that 
had hardly any children attending, but 
through that VBS project they had al
most a hundred children attend that 
week," she recalled. 

When some Iowans went to Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, on a mission trip last 
fall, one of the team members stopped by 
the Barrentines' home upon returning to 

fathom. He gives strength to the weary 
and increases the power of the weak. 
Even youths grow tired and weary, and 
young men stumble and fall; -but those 
who hope in the Lord will renew their 
stre_ngth. They will soar on wings like ea
gles; they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint. · -

"We knew a person who got very ill 
about the same time that I did," she said. 
"That person had a very hard time with 
it and did not ·want to go until the very 
end. · · 

"I told Mother, 'Now isn't that ironic. I 
would be glad to trade places because I 
am tired and ready to go.' 

"We have people who call us, [and] 
they are upset when they hear how I'm 
doing. They don't understand why I ~m 
sick. 

"But I want this illness to be an en
couragement to people because God can 
do anything He wants to do and. it will be 
0~," she said. 

"He can make semething good out of 
anything. I want this condition. of mine to 
be something that will encourage people 
to know Christ." 0 
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Churches encouraged to get. background checks on . . ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

"Certainly, I would want to 
know if they have a criminal 
record, .. Johnson added. 

TBC perspective 
Tennessee Baptist Conven

tion s taff members Vicki Hulsey 
and William Maxwell concur 
with Johnson . 

Maxwell, TBC administrative 
director, obser ved that "ped
ophiles and others who pray on 
children are coming to churches 
because every other youth and 
children 's organization have im
plemented background checks 
and other protection policies. 
Often just the practice of con
ducting background checks will 
turn away t hose who have a 
shady past in this area." 

Maxwell also observed that 
the "need for workers sometimes 
overrides intuition and common 

sen se in selecting child care 
workers ... 

Maxwell suggested two poli
cies that can help protect 
churches - the six-month rule 
and the two-adult rule. 

"The six month rule is that no 
one is allowed to work with chil
dren or youth until they h ave 
been a member (not just an at
tendee) of the church for at least 
six months. 

"Most predators will not wait 
that long and it gives the church 
an opportunity to get to know 
the n ew member well before 
putting them with minors ," 
Maxwell said. 

"The two adult rule states 
that no adult will ever be alone 
with a group of children or a sin
gle child. This protects both the 
children and the adults from 
false accusation," he continued. 

. 

"Criminal background checks 
are an important piece of pro
tecting children and youth in 
churches. However, it must be 
combined with training and 
worker supervision policies and 
practices to be 
totally effec
tive." 

v i c k i 
H ulsey, TBC 
childhood edu
cation special
ist , obser ved 
child sexual · 
abuse seems to . 
be increasingly MAXWELL 
in the news. 

The large number of reported 
cases of sexual a buse within 
church facilities or on church 
sponsored activities has led 
many church leaders to ask the 
question, "Could that happen at 

our church?"' 
"I receive calls on a weekly 

basis from churches asking for 
help in knowing what st.eps they 
need to take to provide a safe 
and secure environment for 

every boy and 
girl who enters 
t h e doors of 
their church. 

"The most 
heart wrench
ing calls are 
from pastors or 
other staff 
members need-

HULSEY i n g guidance 
because they 

have just discovered that a child 
has been molested in their 
church," she said. 

"As I do training across · our 
state, I encourage churches to be 
proactive rather than reactive," 

Hul~ey snid. ·Jn otht'!r '" ord 
don't wait until something ha 
pens! ~·entt,·c mcasur"'s he 
to avoid problem~ down tl 
road. That can be don<' by in1pl 
n1enting policies and on!)Ct'l'<iu.ri 
and by implementing a sc 
ing process for all those w 
work with minors. That Q"'•""""' 
ing should include all voluntee 
and paid staff. Ministerial sta 
should set t he example b,y beit 
the first to submit to rt-.bad 
ground check/' she sug~ted. 

Chu rch leaders wh~ net 
help developing policies, ~s8mp 
volunteer applications, and su 
gested screening resources cr 
request a packet called "Prote< 
ing Tennessee's Children., l 
calling (615) 371-7905. 

Churches may also go to tl 
TBI web site or call Johnson 
(615) 744-4087. C1 

• 

Tennessee Baptists take .message of Jesus Christ into ••• 
- Continued from page 1 -.....----~------= 

Cuban Baptist leaders were 
ecstatic that the Tulip Grove 
team camEt to their convention 
to help their churches reach 
people for Christ. 

Cuban leaders help secure 
the religious visas which were 
necessary for the United States 
group to enter the country. The 
team came in under Life Way's 
religious license to enter Cuba. 

"With those two items (the 
religious visa and the religious ~ 
license) you can come, teach, 
preach, and evangelize as the 
Lord leads," McAninch said. 

Cuban Baptists were espe
cially eager for th~ discipleship 
classes taught by McAninch. 

"God is blessing the work in 
Cuba," said Magaly Licea, who 
works with lay leadership in the 
Eastern Cuba Baptist Conven
tion. "We desire teaching," she 
said. 

En eo Navarro, a pastor in 
Guantanamo and vice president 
of the convention, said they 
want to have a strong disciple
ship base in order to be r eady 
for the new Christians who are 
professing faith in Christ and 
are being baptized by the 
Cuban churches. 

Navarro stressed that disci
pleship "provides a strong foun
d,ation." 

He told the Tulip Grove team 

DAVID CHAMBERLAIN of Tulip Grove Baptist Church presents 
the gospel using an Evangacube to a Cuban family with the aid of 
his translator,· Oscar, center. 

that he felt they "came at a key 
time" to assist the Cuban 
churches in this area. 

Navarro and other Cub an 
leaders said the conferences 
McAninch had planned were an 
answer to prayer. 

"The ministry you're coming 
to do fits like a hand in a glove," 
said Rebecca Licea, director of 
the "Hay Vida en Jesus" (There 
is Life in Jesus) campaign for 
th e convention. "You have ar
rived at t h e right time," she 
said. 

McAninch said the goal of 

the classes he teaches is "to 
make sure they understand the 
biblical principles so they can 
teach them in places where we 
cannot go. 

"My hope is they will see how 
I lead t h e conference, take it, 
improve upon it, and teach it to 
ethers. w,. have seen this hap
p en a n d we know It works," 
McAninch said, 

Clayton told the Cuban lead-. 
ers the team was excited about 
being there to h elp . "We also 
want to learn from you and take 
back that knowledge with us," 
he said. 

Mter hearing the h eartbeat 
of the Cuban leaders 1 team 
member Stacy Bell said there 
was no doubt as to why the 
team came to Cuba. "We know 
it was prayer that brought us 
here," he saiQ.. · 

Other team members ex
pressed similar thoughts. 

"Your faith under difficult 
circumstances is an inspiration 
to us," said Kenny Clayton. 

JOSE, center, served as a translator for his new American friends , 

David Chamberlain noted 
that Henry Blackaby's Experi
encing God study "taught us to 
fmd out where God is at work 
and to join Him there. That is 
what brought me here," he 
said. 

The Cuban Baptists were not 
the only beneficiaries of the Jeff Gilliam, left, and Mike Bailey. 

- ( 

• --
• 

TULIP GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH Pastor Ken Clayton, right, 
• 

Ernie McAninch, second from left, chat with Cuban Baptist 1ea1':1e .. 
Eneo Navarro, second from right, and vice president of the t:asre 
Cuba Baptist Con'(ention, and Rebecca Licea, director of the 'H 1 

Vida en Jesus" {There is Life in Jesus) campaign for the conve 
tion. 

KENNY CLAYTON stands in front of a storage building wh1ch do 
bles as the church sign for Seventh Baptist Church in Santia& 
Clayton, son of Tulip Grove Baptist Church Pastor Ken Claytc 
preached during a morning service at the outdoor church. 

mission trip, Tulip Grove mem
bers agreed. 

"This trip taught me how 
much we must fully rely on 
God," said Jeff Gilliam. "And 
once we get out of our comfort 
zones, that allows u s to do 
that," he added. 

Leaders from both the con
vention and Tulip Grove ex-

pressed the desire that t 
church would continue to fi 
ways to minister io Cuba. 

"My hope is to figure o 
what God would havo us 
here (rom now on ," McAnin 
said. 

His pas tor agreed. "I thi 
we ought to come to Cuba eve 
year, .. Clayton said. t"J 
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b.a ·- - th•· land tinte forgot is still in God's view finder 
-~· . 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

I recently had the unique 
·vilege of traveling to Cuba 

rith a missions team from my 
urch. We went under the 

tlspices of Life Way Christian 
:esources, so we had religious 
t::sCll:l a.D:_d 'everything needed to 
e in the country legally. 

So many things stood out 
bout this trip. I would like to 

just a few of them. 
Time has stood still 

It appears time has stood 
till in Communist Cuba for 

';e;;t:rly 50 years. 
As I walked down one street 

' 
1 Santiago, the second largest 
·ty in Cuba, I could almost 
lose my eyes and envision my

back in the good ole USA 
1 the mid 1950s. 

Visitors to Cuba will be 
truck_ by the contrasts. 

On one street you might see 
modern vehicle while the 

ext street over there will be a 
tream of vintage America n 
'n-s from the 1940s and 1950s. 

Then on some str eets, you 

-

inight not see a car for hou:rs as . ·' 
people walk, ride bicycles, or 
use hors e-drawn wagons. 

There are no fast food 
restaurants or convenie n ce 
stores on every corner. In fact 
stores of '3.!1Y kind are few and 
far between. After all, when 
the government limits what 
yo'l,l can buy and what you can 
have, there is really no need for 
the local neighborhood grocery 
store. 

Many of the houses do not 
have air conditioning. In fact, 
most of the ones we visited did 
not even have glass in the win
dows. 

In a land where medical doc
tors earn the equivalent of $20 
a month in United States dol
lars, people struggle to provide 
food for their families. Most 
people in Cuba earn the equiv
alent of $10 a month or less. 

Yet, the Cuban Baptists we 
encountered bent over back
wards to make s u re their 
American guests had plenty to 
eat and bot tled water to drink. 

Walking around the small 
villages outside the larger 
cities provided an opportunity 
to really see the people in their 
daily life . What we saw wasn't 
very pretty. 

We saw faces without hope 
(unless they were Christians). 
We saw proud, but tired, peo-

ple who get up in the morning 
-with no hope of a "good" day. A 
good day in Cuba is having just 
enough rice or beans to stave 
off hunger pains . 

We saw children who looked 
at us in awe. Most had never 
seen an American up close. They 
weren't afraid; just curious. 

· God hasn't forgotten · 
While it was so apparent 

time has forgotten this fairly
large piece of property just 90 
miles off the southern tip of 
Florida, it became very appar
ent that God has not forgotten 
the people of Cuba. 

Despite being a country 
grounded in Communism, 
evangelical chu:rches, particu
larly Baptists, are m ore com
mon than I would have imag
ined. In the Eastern ~uba 
Baptist Convention, there are 
more than 300 recognized 
churches and 1 ,000 house 
churches. As we talked with 
Cuban Bapti st pastors and 
leaders we soon realized God 
had called us to Cuba for a ref!.
son. 

As Henry Blackaby has said 
in Experiencing God, we are to 
find out where God is working 
and go join Him there. God is 
at work in Cuba. 

Cuban Baptists have a pas
sion for the Lord that is over
whelming, awe-inspiring, and 

inspirational. At the same 
time, it also is a sou,rce of em
barrassment- not for them , 
but for American Christians. 

God has blessed u s with so 
many resources that we do not 
take advantage of. Cubans 
have so little when· it comes to 
material things, yet they are on 

' fire for J esus Christ. 
We had a translator who 

taught school nearly six hours 
from Santiago. He trave1ed by 
"bus" (not your typical Grey
hound) in order to work with 
us for the week. He took vaca
tion time so he could spend 
time with us, sharing the love 
of Jesus Christ with his coun-· 
trymen. Other translators had 
s imilar stories. 

On one afternoon we had the 
privilege of attending a bap
tism service held in the At
lantic Ocean. One church had 
brought its 'members down 
from the mountains (many 
miles from the ocean) so they 
could baptize the new converts, 
all of whom had to go through 
at leas t a six-month waiting 
period from the time they had 
make their profession of faith. 

It was hard not to get teary
eyed as we watched a woman 
who had only one leg be carried 
into the water and supported 
by friends until the pastor low
ered her under the water. The 

smile that stretched across her 
face upon rising out of the 
ocean will not be forgotten. · 

Also not forgotten will be 
the tear s of one mother who 
could not stop th anking one of 
our team members enough for 
sharing the gospel with her son 
who had turned deaf ear s to 
countless other efforts to wit
ness to him. He confessed faith 
in Jesus Christ that day and 
when his mother left him the 
following day to attend a con
ference, her son was reading a 
Bible and singing praise songs. 

God has definitely not for
gotten the people of Cuba. He 
is at work in a land where gov
ernment leaders do not recog
nize Him. He is at work in a 
land where people "worship" a 

· man instea,d of the one and 
only Living Lord. 

God is indeed at work with 
the Cuban people He has in
stilled in them a passion for 
lost souls. They are eager to 
tell their family and friends 
about J esus, their only hope for 
the futu:re. 

My prayer and desire is that 
Christians here in the United 
States can develop that same 
passion the Cubans have. God 
has given u s all the resou:rces 
we need. We just need to give 
ou:r lives totally to Him. He will 
do the rest. 0 

q~estion to ponder: Does God cause natural disasters? 

-
By Tony W. Cartledge 

The tragic earthquake and 
mnami that killed more than 
50,000 people and injured or 
isplaced millions in countries 
ordering the Indian Ocean has 
.1any people thinking about its 
:luse. 

On the day after Christmas, 
1assive tectonic plates moving 
1 opposite directions near the 

of Sumatra ground against 
1<1\..U other with increasing force. 
~· .. ~-', the plate under the In
ian Ocean broke loose and dove 
eneath the plate under Suma

causing an earthquake that 
1easured 9.0 on the Richter 
vCL.Il<:l - one of the strongest in 
b.is century. The quake moved 
he sea floor above it as much as 
0 meters (about 33 feet) along a 
00 mile long fault line, displac
lg an immense amount of water 
nd setting off a tsunami that 
aced across the Indian Ocean at 
10re than 500 miles per hou:r 
efore slamming into coastlines 
s much as a thousand miles 
way. 

And people wonde,r why. . 
Did God decide the coastal in

.abitants of those nations 
nou.ld be punished? 

According to an article on the 
!hristian Science Monitor web 
ite, a seni~r politician in Sri 
· .anka's west coast distriet told 
eporters that the t sunami was 

sent by "Lord Buddha." O.G. Gu
ruge said the wave was in retri
butibn for the people's fail'ure to 
care for the earth, and a judg
ment on a Buddhist nation 
where "corrupt priests drive 
around in big cars and don 't 
pray enough." 

A Buddhist monk named 
Sumana, speaking to the Associ
ated Press, pointed to statues of 
Buddha near Galle, Sri Lanka. 
The Buddha images survived the 
tsunami intact while other near
by structures were demolished. 

Koenig cited reports claiming 
that a disproportionate number 
of Christians mir aculously sur
vived the disaster, which he im
plied was a judgment on the sur
rounding nations, noting that 
eight of the 12 affected countries 
a're known for persecuting Chris
tians. 
· Even from before Deuterono
my was written, there have been 
many, including Job's friends, 
who assume that people get 
what they deserve- but tens of 
thousands of the victims were 

Those who emphasize God's 
sovereignty might argue that, 
s ince God is omnipotent, om
nipresent, and omniscient, He 
actively controls every atom in 
the univers e , including those 
that contributed to tbe disaster. 

Others, while not denying 
God 's s overeign rule , might 
question the level of control God 
chooses to h a ve over natural 
phenomena. It is possible to be
lieve that God has the ability to 
intervene as He sees fit in the 
natural world, without assum

The tsunami 
was a judg
ment against 
the people of 
Sri Lanka, he 
s aid. "Nature 

, __ _.::.. __ _ 
We don't have to believe that God is the au-

ing that every 
disaster is the 
res ult of God's 
choice. 

thor of death and destruction in order to be- The BiQle ex
plains this with 
the story of "the 
fall," in Genesis_ 
3. The story im
plies that God 
created Eden as 
a perfect par

lieve that God can speak to us, even in sor-has ~1ven 
them some 
punishment 
because they 
are not follow
ing the path of 

row. ' 
- --- --

the Lord Buddha. The people 
have to· learn their lesson ," h e 
said. 

In Banda Aceh, Indonesia, Is
lamic clerics were quick to label 
the devastation a warning to the 
faithf_!.!l. that they must more 
strictly observe their religion, in
cluding ·a ban on Muslims killing 
Muslims, according to the Wash
ington Post. Cut Bukhaini, an 
imam, said "I hope this will lead 
ail Mu.slims in Aceh to do what 
is in the· Kox:an and rits teach
ings. U we do so, God will be 
merciful and compassionate." 

On the web site www.watch.
org~ self-styled commentator Bill 

innocent children. 
In Australia, the An glican 

Dean of Sydney, Phi11ip J ensen, 
told the press that the tsunami 
and other natural disasters are a 
part of God's warning that judg
ment is coming. 

Others haye cited J esus ' 
warning in Matthew 24:7 -8", 
where He was asked about the 
end of the world, and said that 
wars, famines, and earthquakes 
would precede the final judg
ment. 

So, was the devastating 
earthquake and tsunami God's 
idea of a purposeful poke in the 
ribs to the spiritually sleepy? 

adise on e-arth, but when Adam 
and Eve sinned , they were 
thrust out of Eden and into the 
world where life is hard and bad 
things can happen. Human sin 
did not change the earth, but it 
left those who live on the earth 
more subject to its harsher ele
ments. 

The earth's crust rides on 
subterranean plates that move 
(albei t only a few inches per 
year) a nd inter act with each 
other. Ea rthqllakes come with 
the t erritory. That's how the 
world works . Volcanoes erupt, 
weather patterns change, 
storms form, rain falls , and 

doesn't fall - that's the way the 
earth works. 

Perhaps the lesson is not so 
much "God is mad at you and 
sent a tsunami to punish you," 
as it is "when you live near ~ 
active fault line, don: t build 
your houses and hotels on the 
beach." 

This is not t o sugges t that 
God cannot speak through nat
u:ral disasters. In Luke 13:4-5, 
after Jesus was asked to com
ment on an act of government
sponsored terrorism, He pointed 
out that 18 people had recently 
been killed when the tower of 
Siloam fell on them. Those peo
ple were no worse sinners than 
the other inhabi tants of 
J erusalem, Jesus said. 

When faced with a tragedy, 
the point is not to cast blame on 
either the victims or on God. The 
point is to learn from this that 
life is uncertain: it is wise to re
pent and trust God now, rather 
than putting it off until another 
day. 

Troubles and trials, pain and 
sorrow have a way of getting our 
attention. In The Problem of 
Pain, C.S. Lewis said : "God 

• • 
whispers to us in our pleasures, 
speaks in our conscience, but 
shouts in our pains: it is His . 
megaphone to rouse a deaf 
world." 

We don't have to believe that 
God is the author of death and 
destruction in order to believe 
that God can speak to us, even 
in sorrow. 0 - Cartledge is edi- . 
tor of the Biblical Recorder in 
North Carolina. 



• 

Page 6 I IJ&R I Feb. 2 , 2005 ------------------------- ss n 

Womack is evangelist for 60 years Tennessee Baptist FelloY~ship of 
• 

Vocational Evangelists. meet, serve For Baptist and Reflector 

JA CKSON Don 
Womack of Memphis has 
seen a lot of things come 
and go since 1945 when he 
began serving as a full
tj me ,-oca tiona! evange
list. 

For Baptist and Reflector 

J ACKSON - The F e llowship of 
Tennessee Baptist Evangelists met in 
conjunction with the 2005 West Ten 
n essee Evangelism Confer ence which 
was h eld here J an. 21-22 at Englewood 
Baptist Church. 

The fellowship met Friday - Mon
day, Jan. 21 -23. Member s a lso will 

ing one-day re,•ivuls Finan~._ on Mon 
day. Jan. 23, memb~~ gnth~red for , 
business meeting. 

Duri n g th e busine:~ m eetin g 
m embe r s electe d officp r s for 2005 
They are Floyd ··La mmje ., Lam m er 
feld of McKen zie. pres ident; Hnroh 
Hunter of McMinnville, vi<'e president 
and Gary Buck of Nashville, music di 
rector. ~ 

Womack, 82 , and his 
wife, Loren e, s till travel 
hundreds of miles in their 
motor home to churches to 
lead r eviv als . He s tays 
busy, he said, partly be
cause he is willing to serve 
any size of congregation 
almost any place. He has 

DON AND LORENE Womack pause. during the 
meeting of the Tennessee Baptist Fellowship of Vo
cational Evangelists Jan. 21-22 in Jackson .. 

m eet in conjunction with 
t h e Knoxville evan gelism 
conference of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention which 
will be held in Knoxville 
March 13-14. served in every state and in several 

countries. · 
Amazingly, Womack has never had 

to cancel a service because of illness. 
He has driven a motor home t o 

churches for 21 year s. The couple's 
travels wore out everything on one mo
tor home a couple of times, described 
Womack. They were on their way to a 
church in Ohio on Lake Erie when they 
realized the vehicle wasn't going to 
make it and returned home to transfer 
to their car. When a member of his 
board of directors learned of their need,_ 
she gave them a ·new motor home worth 
about $63,000. 

His ministry, h e explained, is to 
"build upon the pastor 's work," said 
Womack. He leads four-day revivals be
cause he has found it is effective to hold 
a Saturday evening fellowship supper 
and revival service. These events serve 
as a preview for the congregation of the 
revival, he explained. 

On Sunday he leads a mornmg ses
sion for children which presents the 
gospel without any pressure, · he de
scribed. On Sunday evening prior to the 
service, he holds a 25-minute Christian 
Life Seminar which is for the con~ega.
tion. 

Womack was president of the Con
ference of Southern Baptist Evangelists 
for three terms and was an executive 
officer of the organization for 15 years. 

See answers on page 11 

In 1965 he helped the organization 
switch from an annual breakfast/busi
ness session to a motivational meeting 
which had preaching and music. The 
first meeting featured R.G. Lee and 
Jess Moody and drew so many the 
church was filled including the stand-. 
mgroom. 

The convention enjoyed increased 
baptisms the following years. That kin:d 
of meeting also was adopted by the $BC 
Pastors Conference and is still used to
day, he noted. 

The evangelist s met and 
heard fellow Tennessee vo
cational evangelists speak 
and sing on Friday, Jan. 21, 
prior to t he conference. 
Then they joined the confer
ence. Following the confer
ence, the fellowship held a 
banquet on Saturday 
evenmg. · 

On Sunday, 20 members 
served area churches, lead-

BEING RECOGNIZED during the Friday meeting fo 
serving as president of the fellowship is Billy Edmond~ 
right, of Oliver. Springs, 2004 president, by Floyd "Lari. 
mie" Lammersfeld,' 2005 president. 

Womack also helped begin the Ten
nessee organization for vocational evan
gelists and saw other states follow suit. 
For years, he published a directory for 
the state organization. , 

Womack, who grew up in a rural 
area in Arkansas, went to California a& 
a young man seeking a career. He 
worked in the executive offices of 
Samuel Goldwyn Studios where he met 

. Loretta Young, James Cagney, and 
Gary Cooper. He :was very interested in 
psychology when he started attending 
First Baptist Church, Hollywood, Calif 
He was saved and called to,-the min
istry. When he lost his job, he became 
financial secretary for the church. 

111 never felt the call to pastoT a 
church. I'd have it tore u.p before you 
know it," he joked. 

"It's }?een a full life. It's really been 
full," he said. 0 

ELECTED OFFICERS of the Tennessee Baptist Fellowship of Vocational Evangelis 
during its meeting were, from left, Gary Buck of Nashville, music director; Floyd "La 
mie" Lammersfeld of McKenzie, president; and Harold Hunter of McMinnville, 

Barbour Publishing 

president. 
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18. Central state, Des Moines is 
the capital, abbr. 

20. "I am the way, _ __ _ 
and the life" (J ohn 14:6) (2 
words) 

24. "Behold the of God" 
(John. 1 :29) 

26. Extraterrestial, abbr. 
27. Suffix 
28. " , every one that thirs-

teth" (lsa. 55:1) 
29. Two, Rom. num. 
31. "The is Lord 

even of the sabbath" (Matt. 
12:8) (3 words) ' 

34. "We have not this pow-
er"(1 Cor. 9:12) 

37. Networ~. especially of blood 
vessels 

38. Learning disabled, abbr. 
39. "Jesus Christ, the ___ _ 

__ " (Mark 1 : 1) (3 words) 
42. Certified Public Accountant, 

abbr. 
43. Containing oxygen, prefix 

51. Took a chair 
. 53. "I am the " (John 14:6) 
54. "I am ... the bright and __ 

__ " (Rev. 22:16) (2 words) 

DOWN 
- . 

1. "An advocate with the Fa
ther, Jes us Christ the __ " 
(1 John 2:1) 

2. "Who built __ ·, and Lod" (1 
Chron. 8:12) 

3. Compose, var. form 
4. Follicle s timulating hormone, 

abbr. 
5. Feminine pronoun 
6. Hypothesi~. abbr. 
7. "Let her be as the loving hind 

and pleasant " (Prov. 
5:19) 

8. Paddle 
13. Poem 
14. Nimble 
15. Masculine pronoun 

spelling 
23. Sharpened 
24. "I am the bread of __ " 

(John 6:35) 
25. Direct toward a target 
30. Understanding 
32. Writings that contain the old 

covenant, abbr. 
33. "I am and Omega" 

(Rev. 1 :8) 
35. "They were __ afraid" 

(Mark 9:6) 
36. "I am the : ... if any me 

enter in, he shall be saved" 
(John 10:9) 

40. Effects, abbr. 
41 . "Emmanuel, which being in· 

terpreted is, with us" 
(Matt. 1 :23) 

44. "I will give unto thee the 
of the kingdom" (Matt 

16:19) 

ACROSS 10. Timid 44. Dorothy's s tate, abbr. 
16. "His eyes were , so that 

he oould not see" (Gen. 
27:1} 

46. Nashville's s tate, abbr. 
4 7. 'Why make ye this __ 

weep" (Mark 5:39) 
49. "I seek not mine wilt, 

1. "I am the ______ , 
and the lily of the valleys" 
(Song of Sol. 2: 1 ) (3 words) 

9. Not out 

11 . On or about, abbr. 
12. "I am the , and 

know my sheep" (John 
10:14) (2 words) 

17. Immerse briefly in water 

45. Head nurse, abbr. 
46. "Lest I you in pieces" 

(Ps. 50:22) 
48. "The Spirit of God descend-

ing like a " (Matt. 3: 16) 

but the will of the Father" 
19. "According to his · mer- (John 5:30) 

cy" (1 Pet. 1 :3) 50. Vagrancy, abbr. 
21. Altitude, abbr. 51. large body of water 
22. Thorough, nonstandard 52. Nurse, abbr. 
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,..,,.cit staHer plans to ltelp tsunami victims in India 
r Baptist ind-Refle<;t(?r · work-with International Commis-

- __ , • .s ••.. , ••• : • • sion, a missions organization 
.COOKEVILLE -·Tennessee based in :Lewisville, Texas, in co
·ptists are praying for the operation with the IMB and Life
nami victims, espe$:ally the Way Christian Resources, 

hdians, because many of them Nashville. He has mainly served 
ve been to India and worked in South India. 

lln+h pastors in the region, says a More ~han half of this year's 
Baptist minister. teams will be made up of Ten-

Tennessee Baptists also are nesseans, he reported. 
raying for the International '!reams from Union Baptist As-

sion Board worker leading sociation, based in Sparta; Stone 
disaster relief assessmenet in Baptist Association·, based in 

(p.cua, according to Steve Farris, Cookeville; Riverside Baptist As
IDSISl(ms pastor at First Baptist sociation, based in Livingston; 
.. u. ...... " ..... here. and Nashville Baptist Associa~ 
:"Carr you imagine trying to tion> based in Nashville. Many 

such great needs in an staff members of LifeWay have 
where you have never been very instrumental in the 

een?" training of national pastors and 
His job is like one person try- leaders for the past three years, 

og to assess the needs of Florida he noted. 
nd Alabama after the hurri- "God is working in India in an 

:~~·.__.,.hit the states last year, incredible way," said Farris. 
a..o. .... ...,. said. Thankfully, we were Although the work that Farris 

u--- to connect him with some-of leads focuses on evangelism and 
pastors we have worked with church planting> this year's work 
are helping him. will involve disaster relief by as-

"I highly commend the IMB sisting the IMB, said Farris. One 
working through local pastors thing l!e will do is distribute 
· lay leaders and allowing some funds he has been given by 

·.ne1m to lead in the efforts there," Americans to Baptist pas tors who 
said. serve in areas hit by the tsunami. 
Farris said Baptists also are One Baptist pastor wrote the 

for the teams he will lead following to Lofton Graves, direc
year to India. The trips al- tor of missions, Union Associa

~ady were planned before the tion, who has served in India 
!isaster hit Southeast Asia. with Farris: 

Farris has led about a dozen "This year we have no Happy 
nissioris groups to India during New Year because of the tsuna
he past seven years through his mi. Many were dead and there 

are still missing people and 
people waiting for them. Thirty 
village churches we,re col
lapsed, 300 boats and nets 
were lost, 50 shops disap
peared, 50 houses collapsed. 
Five hundred families lost 
their cooking vessels and rice. 

"Diseases are starting. Some 
are crying for their children. 
Some are crying for their par
ents. Some children became or
phans. 

"One hundred tribal fami
lies became as beggars. Be
cause of the tsunami they lost 
everything so they are going 
house to house asking for food. 
By that, they and their chil-
dren are surviving." .. 

Farris noted that "unfortu
nately some of the villages we 
were planning to visit will not 
be there." 

One village in South India 
comes to mind, said Farris. He 
planned to serve t h ere this 
spring. A team h e led served 
there in June 2004. Just last Oc
tober he visited the village in 
preparation for the upcoming 
missions work. 

This area was not flat, so the 
devastation there was limited to 
the area near the seashore. Sad
ly, th:e seashore is where the poor 
fishermen lived. These people are 
very poor and most of them illit
erate. Most of them possess only 
the basic essentials of life and 
their homes are huts made of 

THIS PHOTO OF Indian children was 
taken during a conference held by 
some Tennessee Baptists in India last 
summer. 

lages. 
. "The children were all so 
precious," she said. ''They were 
so attentive and enjoyed the 
crafts so much. In all likelihood 
some of these children are gone 
and many are now orphan~d." 

"God has given me this vi
sion and this disaster just in
creases the need," she stated. 

· First Church, Cookeville, 
and Union Association will be 
working to assist the IMB in 
filling disaster relief project re
quests, said Farris. He said 
they need people to repair 
fiberglass boats and small en
gines and are expecting re
quests fo.r reconstruction and 
water projects, among others. 
''Many boats and nets were lost 
and will need to be replaced as . 
well as seed for the farmers," 
he said. "It will take some 
more time to see how we can 
best help," he added. 

Those interested in chil-
mud and straw. They had no 
chance when the tsunami hit." 

- dren 's ministry should contact 
Pam Farris at (931) 738-3250. 

Farris' wife, Pam, will be lead
ing a ministry to children during 
the upcoming trip. She is min
istry assistant, Union Associa
tion. 

Last year she and her son , 
Dustin, along with others fr.om 
First Baptist Church, James
town, trained Indian leaders how 
to provide evangelistic children's 
programs. They worked in 
schools, churches, and rural vil-

For other information, contact 
Steve Farris at First Church, 
Cookeville, at (931) 526-7108. 

"We are believing t h at all 
things work to the good fQr those 
who love God and are called ac
cording to His purpose. We ex
pect God to work in a n even 
greater way through this disas
ter. We invite you to join Him, 
where He is at work," said Far
ris.O 
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Natural disasters can point .to God's iudgment: Blackaby 
By Ken Walker 
Baptist Press 

LEXINGTON, Ky. - Was di
vine retribution at work in the 
tsunami that struck southern 
Asia in late December? The man 
whose Experiencing God study 
became an international best
seller thinks so- a view he says 
is sha red by some Muslim 
1mams. 

Henry Blackaby, speaking at 
a Kentucky pastors' conference 
here in mid-January, said he 
didn't fully appreciate the signif
icance of the widespread de
str uction until be saw a map 
published by the Voice of the 
Martyrs depicting the roost in
tense regions of Christian mar
tyrdom worldwide. Blackaby 
said he noticed that the tsunami 
hit many of those same regions. 

He told a workshop audience 
that most Christians don't real
ize that 400,000 to 450,000 be
lievers a re killed annually for 
their faith , and that many re
gions of persecution shown the 

[they) let the infidel tourists 
come to [their] countries," Black
aby said ... So all kmds of reli
gious leaders are feeling they 
have to give an answer. 

"[But] if you read the Old Tes
tament, especially, God is very 
concerned how the nations treat 
His covenant people," Blackaby 
added. "The nations that perse
cu ted , offended, and killed His 
people, God came down and de
stroyed them. And He's the same 
God today. He's just as con
cerned about His people." 

Blackaby acknowledged the 
secular world is likely to "jump 
all over" s uch statements, either 
condemning them or saying that 
they wouldn't want to serve a 
God who would bring that kind 
of devastation. 

He said his response to critics 
would be, "You ou ght to see 
what hell is like. It's going to be 
an eternal judgment of God on 
all people. The final judgm ent 
will be more severe than this." 

H owever, such warnin gs 

aren't restricted to Asia, Blacks
by said. He noted that the news 
media had summarized 2004 as 

. an unprecedented year for nat
ural disasters in this nation. 

Each time God sends hurri 
canes, floods, or other calamities 
He is speaking to His people, 
Blackaby said. While not expect
ing unbelievers to connect any
thing with God because they 
don't think He exists, Blackaby 
said he expects God's people to 
be paying attention, and for the 
most part they aren't. 

"Many of the pastors never 
connected 9-11 with God's waTn.
ing to people in America - that 
He's q.,eginning to remove the 
hedge of protection from Ameri
ca because of the sin of God's 
people," Blackaby said. "But 
God's people n ever make the 
connection with their sin." 

As examples of this wrongdo
ing, he listed: 

(1) Di.vorce. Malachi 2 says 
God hates divorce; what God 
hates we ought to hate, Blackaby 

map "match to the T" the tsuna- ..,.rrn~:;;,;:;;;;;;;;;~~~~~¥;;~"B~;o.;~~~;;:;;m;~~ri 
mi's swath of destruction. 

In an interview after the ses
sion, the former director of 
prayer and spiritual awakening 
for three Southern Baptist enti
ties noted that even imams are 
saying the tsunami may be Al
lah's judgment on Muslims for 
failing to act morally and ethi
cally. 

"One imam said it's God's 
judg ment on [them] becaus e 

To the best of our knowledge all 
ads in the Baptist and Reflector 
represent legitimate companies 
and offerings. Howeve r, one 
should always use caution in 
responding to ads . 

, 

~· ~~~1:Yay. has the solution! 
A 1S.passenger mini·bus that meets Federal safety standards. 

• 15 Passengers (No COL) 
• Center Aisle 
•low First Step 
• Raised Roof 
•longer Wheelbase 
• Dual Rear Wheels 
• Steel Construction 
• Larger buses too • up to 

42 passengers! 

Buses ate provided let LII$Way 1ry 

CarJ!enter 
BUSS,AJ-~S 

America a· #I 
Cllurcll Bus Dealer__,. 

1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 

...___~_~W$_~n~_u~w_o __JI )) YE C '0 5 
MINISTRY - POSITIONS 

Parkway Baptist , located 20 
miles south of Memphis in Her
nando, MS, is seeking a full-time 
minister of education and a part
time minister of music. We are 
seeking spiritually-mature, ag
gressive, motivated team mem
bers. Parkway is a g rowing 
church with unlimited potential. 
Please pray about this and if the 
Lord is leading you, contact the 
Personnel Committee at.50 N. 
Parkway, Hernando, MS 38632; 
fax: (662) 429-6076; e-mai l: bai
ley_pbc@yahoo.com . 

••• ••• ••• ••• • • • • 
Two staff positions: minister of 
music and associate pastor/
church administrator. Culpeper 
Baptist Church, Culpeper, VA; 
1,000 members ; two worship 
services, contemporary and tra
ditional. Moderate conservative 
church fou.1ded in 1774; job de
scription available for associate 
pastor/church administrator by 
request. Resumes for both posi
tions received at Personnel 
Committee, 318 South West St., 
Culpeper, VA 22701; tfuson @

culpeperbaptist.org; (540) 825-
8192; affiliated with Shiloh Bap
tist Association, BGA V, CBF, 
and sac. 

~arch 4-5 >> MTSU 

www.yectennessee.org 1-800-558-2090 X 7933 

Large Selection of Buses 
Ready For Delivery 

New and Used 

·Safety 

·Comfort · 

• Reliability 

·Value 

3 Locations Convenient to You I 

Georgia • Louisiana • Mississippi 
866.287.4768 866.726.5142 800.423.9826 

• 

On-SJie Sa·-· Support fur '"your p !In olwd,... 

www~ 

said . Instead, there are as many 
or more d ivorces inside the 
church than outside: "Dh·orce in 
Oklahoma way out,does any oth
er state in the union. And fd say, 
'But that's where we have some 
of our strongest work.' Is GOO in
different to divorceT · 

(2) Division among God's peo
ple. Churches are splitting right 
and left, but nothing is done 
about it, Blackaby said. Nor do 
God's people deal with the anger 
and bitterness in their hearts, 
he added. 

(3) Poor use of finances. God's 
people have more resources to 
accomplish His work than at any 
other time in history yet are in
creasin gly selfish, Blackaby 
said. "So we build our buildings 
and let the world go to hell. 
That's a sin against God." 

(4) Lack of love. While people 
generally don•t think of lack of 
love as a s in, when David re
pented of adultery he confessed 

thnt he had sinned ngnin~t Go 
alone. BlaC'kaby not('({. 

Recently, BlackAbv :--~1id. th - . 
director of n stat ewidt~ n~twor 
of abuse center$ 1n Tt ... X.'\$ tol 
him the majorit} of people eon 
ing for help are the wives an 
families of religious leaders. 

"1 said, 'You've got to be kic 
ding.' '' Blackaby said . "And h 
said, 'No.' " 

Adultery, embezzlement , an 
stealing occur among Chri'!tian 
outside church cnvirornuent~ 
too, he said. "I look at pc&ple i 
government, education, and yo 
name it who a re ... members t 

churches (and) we're not holdin 
them accountable for what the 
do," Blackaby said . "'I thin 
we've lost the fear of God. 

"And when you lose the fea 
of God, you lose the fear of sir 
When you lose the fear of sit 
you lose any sense of accoun( 
ability. We just don't believe Gor 
will hold us accountable." CJ 
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• • • ears as mus1c m1n1ster 

ChOat~ .. retires from Delano Church 
~ "1., · t. . ... .. • . . 

laid, t 

netw0' 

Wesley Curtis 
r Baptist and Refleetor .. 

-~-

Kas tot- DELANO- On Jan. 
pie COIJI 2004, Delano Baptist 
ves ,~~:Jh,urc here-united with 
b. d f: many of the frien s, am-

' and loved ones of 
Gene Choate. to cele

his 39 years of ser
trlf'" in the church's mu-

1!1Stl;ll1J;~ ic ministry . Choate, 
ho· - retired as the 

(..111llTC:n's director of mu
sic at the end of 2004, 

you have_ been . exem
plary." 

Members of the church 
and community also gave 
testimony to Choate's ded
ication, character and ser
vant leadership. He, how
ever , was quick to- credit 
others for enabling him to 
be an effective minis ter. 
Of Delano Baptist he stat
ed, ''The church has been 
so good to me. It's been a 
place of learning and 
training. Thank you for 
the way you've loved and 
accepted me." 

as honored by special 
musical performances, 
surprise guests, the pre
sentation of two plaques, 
and a gift of apprecia
tion. 

Throughout the cere
mony, members of the 

cconnl · read letters 

0 
rom individuals whose 

~~ives have been impacted 
py Choate's life and min
·stry. 

GENE CHOATE was honored by Delano 
Baptist Church, Delano, upon his retirement 
after almost 40 years of service as minister of 
music. His wife, Carolyn, still serves as or
ganist after more than 50 years of ministry at 
the Polk County church. 

Choate also praised 
his wife, Carolyn, for her 
loving support. "She 's 
been the rock behind 
what I 've done. She's 
helped me so much over 
the years in music and in 
everything." Mrs. Choate 
is still the church organ
ist after more than 50 

Eddie Lenz, bass vocalist of 
the Premiers quartet, wrote, 
Thank you for serving the 

~~1g<1om of God. Not only have 
~ou bee_n a1l. outstanding leader 
in your church, but you have 

en a Christian example in 
v•nu b_usiness and community. 
You h&ve always been a great 
encourager and supporter of 
our ministry and of gospel mu-

sic. And fc;>r that, we are indeed 
grateful." • 

Noted arranger and compos
er Jack Clark had this to say, 
''The music program of the 
church has been excellent down 
through the years, and the peo
ple we h ave seen that came 
from there and went on to their 
own position s of leadership 
have been many. Als o , as a 
friend and business associate, 

years of service. 
Illustrating that retirement 

from one's position does not 
mean an end to service, Choate 
exhorted those gathered to be
come involved in kingdom work. 

"We've talked a lot today 
about the past 40 years, but 
that's the past. "The real ques
tion is, What will we do in the 
next 40 years? What will you do 
in this church?" 0 

Belmont launcltes new 
teaclter education progr"m 
Belmont news office 

NASHVILLE - Belmont 
University today announces the 
launch of a new teacher educa
tion program that is unique in 
Tennessee. 

Belmont's Montessori 
Teach er Education Program 
will , sta.rting June 2005, offer 
Montessori teacher preparation. 
Students enrolled in the pro
gram will earn certification in 
early childhood education (for 
ages 2-and-half to 6) while also 
earning college credit that can 
be applied toward an undergrad
uate degree or a graduate degree 
(master of arts in teaching). 

The Montessori program is 
an educational movement start
ed by an Italian physician near
ly 100 years ago. While caring 
for mentally-challenged children 
in a psychiat ric clinic in Rome, 
Maria Montessori combined sen
sory-rich environments and 
hands-on experiential tech
niques in the hopes of reaching 
children previously labeled "defi
cient and insane." The experi
ment was a resounding success. 
Within two years the children 
were able to pass Italy's stan
dardized public school tests. 

There are three levels- at 
which the Belmont program is of
fered. The undergraduate-level 
program includes 30 credit hours 
of Montessori certification, in-

eluding a one-year internship. 
The graduate-level. program in
cludes that' plus 9 credit hours of 
core education courses. If the stu
dent also takes advantage of the 
additional option to obtain Ten
nessee Pre K-3 state licensure, a 
six-week placement in a grade 1-
3 classroom is also required. 

The program is the first 
Montessori teacher preparation 
program of its kind in Tennessee 
and offers three major benefits: 

• Offers both Montessori cer 
tification as well as university 
credit; 
· . • Offers Tennessee state 
teacher licensure for Pre K-3 as 
well as Montessori certification; 
and 

• Is offered both through Bel
mont's University College for 
non-traditional students as well 
as through the University's 
graduate program. 

There is currently no place in 
Nashville offering a program 
leading to Montessori teacher 
certification that is affiliated 
with t he American Montessori 
Society and approved by the 
Montessori Accreditation. Coun
cil for Teacher Education. Bel
mont's Montessori Teacher Edu
cation Program has applied for 
accreditation of its early child
hood certification course 
through the AMS and MACTE. 

Both approvals are expected 
this fall. 0 

our PATl E NTS place 

FAlTH i~ our CARE 
BAPTIST HOSPITAL. FAITH BASED. AT THE FOREFRONT OF T£:CHNOLOGY. 

Baptist Hospital sees healing as a unique union of technology, medical 
expertise. and faith,based care. Where patients receive the benefi.t 

of new and inspirational techniques. We were the first hospital in 
Middle Tennessee to open a dedicated Chest Pain Center. 

A nd, as one of the top heart hospitals in the area, we've improved 
thousands of lives t hrough angioplasties and heart surgeries. 

Our Oncology experts diagnose more cancer patients t hrough 
our community-based Comprehensive Cancer Program 

than any provider in the region. And our Total Joint 
Replacement Program is one of the top in the state, 

along with unparalleled excellence in orthopaedic rehabilitation. 
~ 

At Baptist Hospital. we provide personal care and a spiritual 
healthcare ministry that focuses on healing the whole person. 

To fmd out more, call284-5555. 
Or visit www.BaptistHospital.com. -

The Saint Thomas Health Services ministry indudes: Saint Thomas Hospital, 
Baptist Hospital. Midclle Tennessee Medico/ Centel'; DeKolb Hospital and 
Hickmon Community Hospital. 

-
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January tsunami 
gilts eligible lor 
'04 tax deduction 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - Monetary 
donations that were given to le
gitimate charitable organiza
tions for tsunami disaster relief 
by J an. 31, such as the Southem 
Baptist Internation al Mission 
Board, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, or local church , may be 
itemi zed as deductions for the 
2004 tax year , according t o a 
new law s igned by President 
George W. Bush. 

Contributions made during 
January 2005 may be deducted 
a s if they were made Dec. 31, 
2004, according to. the IRS web 
site. 

"There are no extra form s to 
fill out or any additional burdens 
for taxpayers," IRS Commission
er Mark W. Everson said. "As 
long as you send your check by 
the end of the month, the dona
tion will be treated just like it 
was still 2004." 

The law, signed by the presi
dent Jan. 7, allows only for mon
etary contributions made specifi
cally for the relief of victims in 
areas affected by the Dec. 26 
tsunami in the Indian Ocean. 

Donors are urged to be sure 
they are giving to a qualified 
charity, and the IRS has provid
ed a search at www.irs.gov so 
that people may check to see if 
the particular charity is legiti
mate. However, some organiza- ~ 
tions such as churches may be , 
qualified even though they are 
not listed, the IRS said. 

People who make contribu
tions should note on their 
records that t he money is for 
tsunami relief efforts. 

The new IRS rule gives tax
payers the option of deducting 
contributions for the 2004 tax 
year but does not require them 
to do so. If a person would prefer 
to count the contribution for the 
2005 tax year, he should proceed 
as usual. 0 

Dead Sea Strolls 
exhibit on display 
·in Mobile, Ala. 
Baptist Press 

MOBILE, Ala. - Seven of the 
oldest surviving biblical scrolls 
are on display here. 

After s uccessful runs in 
Grand Rapids, Mich. , and Hous
ton, the traveling Dead Sea 
Scrolls exhibit opened in Mo
bile's Gulf Coast Exploreum Sci
ence Center on Jan. 20. 

With 12 authentic Dead Sea 
Scrolls on loan from the Is raeli 
Antiquities Authority, the exhib
it will not disappoint its many 
visitors. The Exploreum will host 
the traveling exhibit through 

'Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Spring Special 

2 night weekend, $160.00 
4 weeknights, $250.00 Efficiency Unit 

(2 Adults. 2 Kids) Good thru 5-25 
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 

April 24. New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary is a spon
soring institution for the event 

"'The highlight [of the exhibit] 
will be the Deuteronomy scroll 
that has the entire text of the 
Ten Commandments" said Ellen 
Herron curator for the exhibit. 
''This is such a rare opportunity." 

In addition to the Deuterono
my scroll, the exhibit includes 
six.other 2,000-year-old biblical 
scrolls with the oldest surviving 
text of Genesis, Leviticus, Num
bers, Psalms, Isaiah, and Jere
miah. The remaining five scroll 
fragments are sectarian docu
ments found at the Qumran site 
in Israel. 

Discovered in 194 7 by a 
Bedouin shepherd boy, the Dead 
Sea · Scrolls are the most famous 
and important find in the histo
ry of biblical archaeology. The 
discovery, excavations , and re
sulting research has confirmed 
and helped ensure the reliability 
of the Old Testament text found 
in modern translations of the 
Bible. 

Unlike the exhibits in Grand 
Rapids and Houston, H erron 
said the Mobile stop will focus 
heavily _on the biblical texts. The 
other exhibits included fewer 
biblical seroUs and more sectari
an documents from Qumran. 

"In Mobile, we decided that, 

• 
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Crossville Baptist 
joins Costa Rica effort 

J I 
-

I OS 
GRAN CRUZADA EVANGElJCA 

Colby Ardis·. right. a member of Centra 
Baptist Church. Crassvtlle. recently com 
pleted h1s ninth mission trip. He was par 
of a group that worked tn Costa R1c, 
from Jan. 7-17 in an "Hay Vida en J'esus 
(There is Life in Jesus) campaign. Th« 
interdenominational effort saw vo/unt8er. 
work with 61 churches In Costa Rica 
There were more than 5, 445 people wht 
prayed to receive Christ. according tt 
Ardis. Ardis took a "Greetings·.[ron 
Crossville" Jetter from the ma,vor o 
Crossville to the mayor of Alaj lfftfa i1 
Costa Rica. While there, Ardis shaFeti tht 
gospel and Mayor Fabio Molina acceptec 
Christ as his Lord and Savior. Picturec 
with Ardis are Malcomb Watson, left. anc 

HAY '!IDA EN JESOS ·. i lt •• 6 
El._ CAt11N O LA VERDAD y LA VID4. NAmE V\ENL~l PAD 5I ' 

Jerry Kelley of Lindale, Texas. 

due to the nature of the commu
nity and the region, we thought 
it would be particull;lrly mean
ingful if there were a larger 
group of biblical scrolls," Herron 
said. "This will be the lar gest 
grouping of biblical scrolls ever 
shown together in the United 
States." 

The Exploreum is a nonprofit 
science musel!lm located in 
downtown Mobile. Founded in 
1998, the museum occupies a 

$21 million facility complete 
with interactive exhibits and an 
IMAX theater. 

Tickets for the exhibit are $17 
for adults, $15 for senior adults 
(60 and older) and youth ages 13-
18. Admissipn for children is $12. 

Additional information about 
the exhibit is avai l able at 
www .scrollsmobile.com. 0 · 

' 
New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,oo·o 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
First Baptist Benton in Po 
County is searching for a pa 
time youth minister. If you are I 
terested please contact Robt 
Speights at FBC Benton, (42 
338-2066, e-mail: robspeights~ 
yah0o.com. .,. ........ . • • • • 

>>YEC'OS· 
25 $11.08 $13.39 
35 $11 .35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 

A full-time minister to students 
prayerfully being sought for 
strong Southern Baptist churl 
(averages 580 in SS) to le< 
ministries for middle school, hi! 
school, and Gollege student 
Seng res ume to Dr. Herb HestE 
108 E Grundy St., Tullahom 
TN 37388. 

March 4-5 >> .MTSU 

www.yectennessee.org 1-800-558-2090 X '7933-

h~ orsJ~JP 
=--

55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase' for 
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life in
surance company. Preferred Male rates il
lustrated above. Please call for other ages 
and Female rates. 

SENIOR ADULTS & OTHERS 

Louise Mandrell - Host August 15-17, 2005 . Carl Mays - Host 
Louise Mandrell. Theater - Pigeon Forge, TN 

BEST CONFERENCE VALUE IN THE SMOKIES! 
3 Days I 2 Nights 

$11 9 Net Per Person 
Quad Occupancy 

2 Nights Lodging • 2 Breakfasts 
All Sessions 

$119 Per Person $127 Per Person 
(4 to room) (3 to room) 

$143 Per Person . $191 Per Person 
(2 to room) (1 to room) 

Cpnference Schedule 
Monday, August 15 
PM 7:00 Welcome & Celebration 

Louise. Carl, Cynthia 
8:00 Break & Stretch 
8:25 Citioo Creek-Gospel Grass 
9: 15 Dismiss 

Tuesday, August 16 
AM 10:00 Creative Worship 

Carl & Cynthia 
11 00 Break & Stretch 
11 :25 Maybefry Deputy 
12:10 Dismiss 

PM 7·30 Louise Mandrell Show 
8-'30 Break & Stretch 
8:50 Louise Mandrell Show 
9:40 Dismiss 

Wectnesday, August 17 
AM 10:00 tntegmy Concert 

10,45 Steak 
11 :tO lntegnty Concert 
12 00 Conference Conclusion 

Carl Louise Integrity 
• 2 · t 5 DismisS 

Citico Creek 
Unique Gospel Grass. 

Integrity 
Refreshing, Energetic 

--
Visit www.C.ariMays.cem for information 

on author. speaker, Carl Mays. 

Mayberry 
Deputy 

David Browning 
· takes us back 

Cvnthia 
craw son 
GRAMMYand 
Dove Awards 

• 1 
, MINISTRY - MUSIC 

Neely's Bend Baptist is searc 
ing for a bivocational minis ter 
music. Please send resume 
1345 Neely's Bend Rd., Mac 
SOr:t, TN 37115. 

-
MINISTRY- HOUSEPA~ENj 

Immediate need for full-time r 
lief houseparents at the Te 
nessee Baptist Children's Hor 
in Chattanooga. Married coupl 
only. Call Lynn Jordan or Br 
Segrest at (423) 892-2722. 

MINISTRY- PASTOR 
Thompson. Creek Bapti 
ChurGh , Como, is seeking 

• bivocational pastor. Send r 
-st~me , no later than March 
2005, to the church c/o Jer 
Simmons, P.O. Box 62, Corr 
TN 38223. For more informati1 
call (731) 364-2737. 

•!-+++ 
Good Hope Baptist Churc 
Adamsville, is seeking a full -tir 
pastor. Please send resume • 
Pastor Search Committee, 6 '1 
Good Hope Churc h A< 
Adamsville, TN 38310. 

++++ 
Rocky Branch Miss ionary Bapt t 
Church of Walland, Tenn., Is c. 
cepting resumes for a full -tir t 
pastor. Appl icants must I 
Southern Baptist. If you are I f 
by the Holy Spirit to answer tt • 
ad, please send resume 
Rocky Branch Missionary Bapt 
Church, Attn. Pastor Sear 
Committee, 4620 Cambrid• 
Ad., Walland, TN 37886. DeE 
line for resumes is March ~ 
2005. 
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~,.,...,.. Note: The follqwing-prayer-requests are from 
·com Pierson, prayer .Str-ategist for the Tennessee 
sPa Convention. Th~_se prayer requests will be 
Ric) inted monthly in the Baptist and Reflector. Follow

lesus , are requests for February 
I. The '~-

nteersl Tennessee 
QRical Pray for the upcoming Great Co:mmissioD 
~ Who ayer Conference to be held February 18-19, 2005 
~¥ to Harpeth Heights Baptist Church. The theme is 
~orpmf Cry for Revival." Pray that Tennessee Baptists ro. 
lq in illleain to cry out for true ~e~val. . . 
;d the ~ray for churches, assoc1at10ns, and mm1stry 
eP,eJ cnters in Tennessee that local (Jerusalem) needs 
:tureo ill not suffer in the aftermath of the tsunami. 
t, ano :ay that Tennessee Baptists will notice people 

td their circumstances as they travel to arid from 
,__ turch, and that they will ask God to show them 
.-----_ )W to touch people in His name. 

Disaster Relief 
Pray for the victims of the recent tsunami and 

NT 1. r the many people who are providing aid. 
1 Po~ ~ T 

~owa 

~ren ' Pray for Jenifer Barrentine, daugh!er of Jimmy 
Ro , a.rrentine, Executive Treasurer-Director of the 
, (4 wa Baptist Convention. Pray for the sustaining 
ghts )Wer of God's grace. to be evident in the Barren

ne's family in these days of Jenifer's illness. 
Montana 

Ients' Pray that our partne~ship with Montana will do 
~~~ 1 much to shape us and draw us to God as it does 

0 
leo .. e_people of Montana. -

Jl IOOfi - ~ Canada 
<i~nis. ·Pray for Glenda Heidt as she directs the prayer 
!.I~~ forts across Canada. 
~a. Pray for the following 

Volunteer Missions events: 
- ~b. 4-5 -Team Leader Training 
" -~ ;p, 26- Minister of Missions Conference 0 
;earclr ~; 

~ ~-
~~ 
lo 

Ma 

iust for today---
by Fred Wood, Memphis 

r~ . 
Teo- Start with a Smile: Suzy (nmning into the cof-
H~ e break room at work): "Guess what? I am a 
~ ·andmother! My daughter·in Korea has just had 

baby girl." Co-worker: "When was she born?" 
.,__ .uy (reflecting a moment): "Tomorrow!" 

Take this Truth: Do it today. Don't put it off 
,,.,, .... J.y longer. Today is the tomorrow you dreamed 

9~ )Out"yesterday. 
r Memorize this Scripture: I must work ... 

_,,,,,,.v ~tis day. The night cometh when' no man can 
ork. - John 9:4 
Pray this PFayer: Lord, help me to remember 

ime and tide wait for no man (or woman)." 0 .. 

• 

If God really loves me • • • 
By Jerry Massey 

Focal Passage: Hosea 1:2-11; 
3:1-5 . 

The story of Hosea and Gomer is 
a story of God's "tough love" for Is
rael and today's church. (The 
prophet remamed a deeply devoted 
servant of the Lord, faithfully fol
lowing the Lord's instructions, de
spite his own personal pain 
throughout the early years of mar
riage. ) Our lesson this week illus
trates that God uses even the bad 
things of life to disciple us for His 
purpose and our bes t. He does so 
b~cause He loves us. When He sees 
that our life choices justify disci
pline, He will apply it. We dare not 
evacuate His ins tructive wing. 
There is a s afe haven of s helter 
there, even in the midst of a storm. 

"Go marry a promiscuous wife," 
is the Lord's firs t ins truction to 
Hosea. The prophet will discover 
love's discipline (1:2-9). Because 
God's Word never contradicts itself, 
I choose to believe that Gomer was 
chas te when they married and her 
life of harlotry commenced there
after. (Mosaic law forbade a priest 
from marrying a harlot, Leviticus 
21:7). The phrase, "And have chil
dren of h arlotry," may refer to the 
fact that Hosea's children would re
flect their mother and her har
lotrous ways, or that they were con
ceived in h er promis cuity. The 
prophet father ed the firs t child, 
"J ezr eel." Through the naming of 
these children, God was dramatiz-

ing how He intended to punish Is
rael, and later redeem her. "Jezreel" 
meant "God scatters or sows." Thus 
God would defeat Israel, in order to 
scatter and sow the 10 tribes among 
the nations. Gomer's second child 
was named "Lo-ruhamah" ("not 
beloved"). Hence, God rebuked the 
n ation, 1 will no longer have com
passion on the house of Israel. I will 
certainly take them away. Judgment 
was certain. Another son was born 
of Gomer, named "Lo-ammi." This 
time God affirmed through the lad's 
name, "not my people, no kin of 
mine." The Almighty was lamenting 
that just as Hosea could no longer 
cons ider Gomer a s his wife, He 
would no longer regard t he Nort h
ern Kingdom as His people (vv. 8-9). 

Then surprisingly, God unveils 
love's promise to Hosea (vv. 10-11). 
The He avenly Father's r edeeming 
affection would yet find a way to 
produce godly faithfulness in Israel. 
They would again one l:iay be called 
sons of the living God. They will ap
point for themselves a single ruler, 
and go up from the land . For the 
day of J ezreel will be great. Would 
this not be the coming of the Messi
ab and His subsequent r eturn to 
rule and reign? What a ''Promise of 
Hope!" 

Lastly, Hosea t estifies of love's 
redemption (3:1-5). Gomer's adul
terous lifestyle produced tragedy for 
herself and h er hou sehold . She 
shattered h er family by her enslave
ment to s in and its consequences. 
God was willing and able to free 

Jesus will return 
By Lee Porter 

Focal Passage: Luke 21:7-11, 25-
28, 34-36 

At the close of chapter 21 Luke 
summarizes the time frame of t he 
ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem. Je
sus would spend each day teaching 
on the t e mple grounds . Large 
crowds would gather early every 
morning to h ear Him teach. Every 
evening Jesus would return to the 
Mount of Olives for rest , for private 
teaching time with the disciples, and 
undoubtedly to spend prayer time 
with God (vv. 37-38). 

On the last day of Jesus' public 
ministry on the temple grounds, a 
large crowd gathered to hear Him 
teach. Jesus directs the crowd's at
tention to the giving boxes which 
were close by. They were called 
"trumpets" for they were shaped like 
a trumpet with the narrow end at 
the top and the wider end at the bot
tom. People were coming by and 
flinging their gifts into the trum
pets. The noise the gift made was an 
indication of a large gift. A poor wid
ow woman came by and slipped two 
small coins into the trumpet. The to
tal value of the coins was less than 
one of our penn~es. Jesus tells the 
crowd that her gift was worth more 
than all the other gifts because she 
had given all she had to live on. Her 
gift was a sacrificial gift. · 

An individual then calls attention 
to the wealth and richness of the tem
ple apparently trying to justify the 
large gifts. Jesus responds by saying 
that the temple will one day be de
stroyed and left without one stone 

upon another. This caused the crowd 
to ask many questions about events of 
the future. J esus then begans to. teach 
About the future and things to come. 

It appears that the conversation 
concerning the fu ture takes place on 
the temple grounds wit h both the 
disciples and persons in the crowd · 
asking questions. Parts of this same 
discussion are recorded in Matthew 
24 and Mark 13 wit h the disciples 
asking questions as they a scended 
the Mount of Olives for the evening. 
Commentary writers have some dis-

a greement as to 
when the discus
s ion took place . 
One writer re
sponds by saying 
that the conversa
tion started in the 
temple area with 
both the crowd and 

PORTER the disciples and 
then further con

versation on the subject between Je
sus and the disciples continued as 
they traveled to the Mount of Olives 
for the evening. 

We need to be very careful in in
terpreting this passage. We must 
keep in mind that Jesus was dis
cussing many issues: the impending 
fall of Jerusalem by the Romans, 1;,_he 
battle in Jerusalem during the cru
sades, or even the fall of Jerusalem 
at the end of time. Jesus is also dis-

. cussing the possibility of believers 
.being per·secuted during the ages. 
He highlights His second coming at 
the end of time. He further alerts 
them with warnings aga'inst being 
mislead by upheavels in history or 

5undr:~y Sch""'l LsS:jdti 

Family Bib~e Series 
Feb<# 6 

h er. Heartsick Hosea heard God's 
further e.ntreaty, Go again; show 
love to a woman who is loved by an
other man and is an adulteress, just 
as the LORD toves the Israelites 
though they turn to 
other gods .... The 
word "again," r e
veals how much 
God loves us when 
we repeatedly mis
behave. Loving.Iy 
He will discipline 
His children, a nd 
in grace He will 
make a way for 

• 

MASSEY 

them to repent and r eturn home. 
God is the epitome of grace and 
mercy. Hosea was willing to pay "15 
shekels," for Gom er 's fr eedom , 
which was half the price of a com
mon slave (and I might say, more 
than her worldly lovers were willing 
to spend). Despite the devil's opin
ion, God demonstrates that we are 
worth t he loving s acrifice_. Did 
Gomer ever genuinely repent or did 
they live happily ever after? We do 
not know; but we can hope. Hosea's 
love warranted it; how much more 
so does Our Savior's love deserve all 
of our h eart, mind , s oul , a nd 
strength . . . our all. Why should He 
love me so? 0 - Massey is pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Paris. 

• 

Sunde1y S~h<'"l :La$S<'Il 

Explore the Bibla 
fdb.- 6 

in nature. J esus does not want the 
disciples to prejudge or guess the 
time of His second coming. It will 
happen but on God's timetable. 
They a nd a ll believers a re to be 
ready for the second coming. 

J esus even ment ions that the sec
ond coming could happen during a 
war-time among many nations. He 
warns that nature could give signs 
as to the time of the second coming. 
And there will be signs in sun and 
moon and stars, and upon the earth 
distress of nations in perplexity at 
the roaring of the sea and the waves 
(v. 25). When I read that verse I im
mediately thought of the_ tsunami 
that recently struck many countries 
in South Asia and killed over 
150,000 persons and many more 
may die if an epidemic breaks out. 
The emphasis of the message of Je
sus to all of us is to be ready for His 
second coming. We also need to help 
our friends and neighbors to be 
ready. Jesus' final word to us about 
the second coming was Keep on the ~ 
alert at all times, praying in ~rder 
that you may have .strength to escape 
all these things that are about to 
take place, and to stand before the 
Son of man (v. 36) . 

Are you ready to meet Jesl:ls face 
to face? 0 - .Porter is a retired em
pl<>yee of LifeWay Christian Re
sources and former SBC registration 
secretary. He now lives in Greenback . 

. . 
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Associations 
+ Mid South Baptist 

Association, formerly Shelby 
Baptist Association, based in 
Memphis, will hold an Evange
lism Conference on Monday, 
Feb. 14. It will feature Bobby 
Welch, president of the South
ern Baptis t Convention and 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Daytona Beach, Fla. The 
theme is "Everyone Can - - 1..--~...., 
Kingdo"m Challenge for Evan

WELCH 

gelism." Also, 
Skip Arnhart 
of the North 
American 
Mission Board 
will lead "Win
ning the Chil
dren"; Doug 
Dickerson and 
Drew Murphy, 
youth minis

ters of First Baptist Church, 
Millington, will lead "Winning 
the Youth"; and Amy Barron, 
director of Women's Ministry, 
Kirby Woods Baptist Church, 
Memphis, will lead "Winning 
the Women." The meeting will 
be h eld at Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Cordova. For more 
information, contact the asso
ciation at (901) 373-6161. 

Churches 
• 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Lawrenceburg, held a one-~ 

day revival recently which 
resulted in two people making 
professions of faith and many 
others making other spiritual 
commitments. Floyd ((Lammie" 
Lammersfeld, evangelist of 
McKenzie, spoke. 

+ Fairfield Baptist 
Church, Morristown, will 
hold revival Feb. 6-9. Morris 
Anderson, evangelist of Mary-

DURING THE WEST TENNESSEE Evangelism Conference Jan. 
21-22 in Jackson Bill George, left, of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention staff, presented Ron Davidson, director of missions, 
Shiloh Baptist Association, based in Adamsville; and Roger 
Briggs, director of missions, Fayette Baptist Association, based in 
Somerville, with awards for planting a church during the past year 
through Churches Planting Churches Network. 

ville, will speak. 

+ Edgemoor Baptist 
Church, Clinton, will hold 
revival Feb. 12-15. Morris 
Anderson, evangelist of Mary
ville, will speak. 

+ On Saturday, Feb. 12 sin
gle moms will have the oppor- . 
tunity to spend a day tailored 
for them at First Baptist 
Church, Concord, Knox
ville. The name of the confer
ence is ((You Are Beautiful." It 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Angela Thomas, author 
and single mom of four, will 
speak. Childcare with activi
ties and teaching will be 
offered for children. For more 
information, contact the 
church at www.fbconcord.org 
or (865) 996-9791. 

+ Mt. Gilead Baptist 
Church, Bethel Springs, is 
renovating its sanctu ary. 

Schools 
+ Cl~rence Page, a two

time Pulitzer Prize winner and 

syndicated columnist of Wash
ington D.C., will speak at 
Union University, Jackson, 
Tuesday, March 8. He will 
speak on, "Future Directed: A 
Look at America after th e 2004 
Presidential Election." He is 
part of the seventh annual 
Union Forum lectw·e series. He 
will speak at a luncheon which 
will begin at 11:45 a.m. For 
more information, contact 
www. uu.edu/events/unionfo
rum/2005 or (731) 661-5050. 

Leaders 
+ Max W~lker, pastor, 

Fi.rst Baptist Church, Selmer, 
was honore.d Jan. 8 on his 
r~tirement after. serving the 
church for .22 years. · 

--+ Michael Avants has 
been called as minister to fam
ilies with students and minis
ter of education, Mt. Hermon 

• 
Baptist Church, Savannah. He 
is a recent graduate of South
western Baptist Thelogical 
Seminary, Ft. Worth, Texas. 

TenneScene 

.... 
THE WOMEN ON MISSION of Rosedale Baptist Gburc 
Nashville, quilted this red, white, and blue quilt for their No_vif11b 
project. The quilt will be presented to the Tennessee family of 
soldier who lost this life in Iraq. They stand with Ed Inman. thi 
pastor. 'From left are, Mary Brown, Inman, Amy Inman, Ina Spe< 
Cheryi"Moore, Caroline Garner, Priscilla Victory, Dorothy Ree 
Lucille Crutchfield, and Shirley Victory. 

RAY JONES, Jet£ director of missions .. E}.ig Hatchie Baptist Ass 
ciation, based ih Covington, is given a plaque by Charles Timb~ 
lake at the executive board meeting of the association Jan. 13 < 

the 1Oth anniversary of Jones. Timbeffake is moderator of tl 
association and pastor, Liberty Baptist Church, Covington. Ti1 
berlake reported on the continued growth of ministries provided 

-' churches since Jones came to serve the association. 

+ Larry Higgins has been 
called as minister of music, Mt. 
Gilead Baptist Church, Bethel 
Springs, effective Feb. 6. 

+ Chewalla Baptist 
Church, Ramer, has called 

Greg Brasher as youth mini 
ter. 

+ Butler's Chapel Bapti 
Church, Ramer, has ·call 
'l'ommy Leatherwood 
pastor. 

Students with Tennes$ee ties graduate fron1 convention serninari 
Compiled for Baptist and 

Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Several 
students with Tennessee ties 
graduated in December com
mencement services at South
ern Baptist theological seminar
Ies. 

Information, including -home 
town and church or current 
place of ministry (when avail
able) and photos (when,provid
ed) were supplied by New 
Orleans (La.) Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary; and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. 

New Orleans graduates 
included Christine "Chris" 
Adams, women's enrichment 
ministry/ministers' wives spe
cialist, Life Way Christian 
Resources, Nashville, bachelor 
of arts in Christian ministry; 
David Kent .. Kent-> Bi11ingsley of 
Tullahoma, bachelor of arts 
degree in Christian ministry; 

BALTRIP BILLINGSLEY 

Thomas Wayne (Wayne" God
bery of Kingsport, master of 
divinity degree with specializa
tion in psyq_hology and counsel
ing; and Thomas Craig Ward, 
senior pastor, Lincoln Avenue 
Baptist Church, Newport, doc
tor of educational minist:(y 
degree. 

Southern graduates included 
Tin1othy R. ((Ryan" Baltrip, Mid
way Baptist Church, Tazewell, 
master of divinity~ Ronnie D. 
Brewer. First Baptist Church, 
Lobelville, masteF of divinity; 
Carrie L. Cabell, First Baptist 
Church, Lake City, master of 
arts in Christian counseling; 

BREWER CAPPS 

Kent E. Capps, Beaver Dam 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, mas
ter of divinity; Euiwan Cho, 
Korean Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, doctor of philosophy; 

Jeffrey B. "J. Ben" Davis, 
Westwo~d Baptist Church, 
Cleveland, master of arts in 
Christian education; Joseph M. 
Delph, Oak Grove Baptist 
Church, Gray, master of arts in 
Christian education; Michael S. 
Harchfield, Beaver Baptist 
Church, Brighton, master of 
divinity, 

Steve W. Llewellyn, Dotson 
Memorial Baptist Church, 
Maryville, master of arts in mis-

CHO. DELPH 

LLEWELLYN LOCKWOOD 

siology; Elizabeth A Lockwood, 
First Baptist Church, Concord, 
Knoxville, master of divinity; 
Kevin P. Maples, First Baptist 
Church, Pigeon Forge, master of 
divinity; Christopher S. Mills, 
First Baptist Church, Hender
sonville, master of divinity; 

,..........,. 

GODBERY 

TANKERSLEY WARD 

Lee D. Tankersley, CornE 
stone Community Church, Jac 
'son, master of divinity; ar 
Jean-Ann Washam, direcu 
Appalachian Outreach of Ca 
son-Newman CoJlege, Jcffer8( 
City, master of arts in thoolot 
cal studies. .J 

• 


