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Says NAMB leader

By Linda Lawson
Baptist and Heﬂector

BRENTWOOD — As church-
es prepare for evangelistic out-
reach through Crossover 2005,
they must also develop a strate-
gy for following up with those
who accept Christ as their Sav-
ior, Dick Church told pastors
and other church leaders at-
tending a March 16 follow-up
awareness luncheon at the Bap-
tist Center here.

“With the potential of per-
haps 5,000 new babes in Christ
through Crossover, your church-
es will be the beneficiaries and
have the opportunity to assimi-
late them into your church,” said
Church, personal evangelism
unit manager at the North

Churches must follow-up Crossover efforts

believer material in a tract pro-
vided by NAMB and fill out the
decision card.

(2) Introduce the new Christ-
ian to another believer.

(3) Send a follow-up card to
the home of the new believer.

(4) The pastor or a staff mem-
ber calls the new believer.

(5) A posteard is sent from a
Sunday School class.

(6) A deacon or church mem-
ber calls the new believer.

(7) The pastor sends a letter
with Christian growth materi-
als.

(8) A Sunday School class
member calls.

(9) A home visit is made.

DICK CHURCH of the North American Mission Board makes a point
during a presentation to leaders involved with Crossover 2005 during a
recent meeting at the Tennessee Baptist Convention’s Baptist Center in

(10) The home visitor calls.

After the points of contact,
Church said follow-up must con-
tinue to involve the new believ-

Emma Waters Summar Library
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Crossover is the multifaceted
evangelism thrust taking place
prior to the Southern Baptist
Convention annual meeting.
Approximately 10,000 volun-
teers have committed to work in
seven venues across a 40-mile
radius of the greater Nashville
area.

“Evangelism and follow-up go
hand in hand,” Church said.
“You must have a good strong
follow-up strategy to match a
strong evangelism strategy. Fol-
low-up is typically the hardest
thing that we do.”

After becoming a Christian,
Church said a person will need

Brentwood.

do five things: tell others about
the decision, be baptized, get
involved in a church, find a
place of service, and grow.
Within 24 hours after some-
one becomes a Christian, he said
that person may experience sev-
eral crises. These may include:
experience ridicule or rejection,
face a moral dilemma, be asked
to compromise convictions, com-
mit a sin and feel guilty, be
asked a question about conver-
sion he can’t answer, question
his salvation, and conclude his
life hasn’t gotten any better.
“New believers are very open
to growth, but they’re also open

“We as the church must be
intentional about following up

and putting them in a position
to win.

“My encouragement to us is
to use every resource we can to
follow up on new believers in
Christ,” Church said.

He provided follow-up mate-
rials to participants and
overviewed what he termed the
“Ten-Four Plan” for follow-up
developed by NAMB. “This basi-
cally consists of 10 touches with
a new believer in the four weeks
after he becomes a Christian.

The 10 points of contact
include the following:

er. It may be helpful to “give the
new Christian a mentor or
helper.”

Tony Higgins, Crossover cat-
alytic intern with the Nashville
Baptist Association, said he will
provide a worksheet for each
church coordinator to monitor
follow-up efforts with each new
believer. He and other members
of a team will work with church-
es to implement follow-up
strategies.

“We want to partner with
you,” he said.

Crossover, including follow-
up efforts, is sponsored by
NAMB, the Tennessee Baptist
Convention, and seven associa-

o 6 or 5.21 |
) ..nt over the amount
| l‘ﬂVEl: fhe same time

the help of fellow Christians to to confusion,” he emphasized. (1) Review with the new

tions. O

Volunteers safe; relief workers rush to new quake zone

Baptist Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Southern Bap-
tist relief workers in Indonesia rushed
March 29 to join a relief team already sur-
veying damage on Nias, the island off Suma-
tra’s western coast devastated by a second
massive earthquake in the region.

The relief team on Nias when the quake
hit — wvisiting to assess damage from
December’s tsunami — rode out the tem-
blor’s violent shaking in a mountain town
where they were spending the night. After
the quake subsided, they abandoned their
four-wheel-drive vehicle and traveled by
motorcycles around huge cracks and chunks
of cement on the roads to reach Gunung
Sitoli, the devastated coastal capital. Offi-
cials estimate hundreds of bodies lie buried
under collapsed buildings in the city.

The relief workers found heavy destruc-
tion there — and most of the dazed popula-
tion of the city sitting or sleeping outside.
Most of the buildings over two stories col-
lapsed or sustained heavy damage, local offi-

cials say.

No Southern Baptist workers or volun-
teers were injured in the earthquake.
Tragedy struck local believers on Nias, how-

ever. A pastor accompanying the tsunami

assessment team in the mountains reached
Gunung Sitoli to find his home destroyed,
one of his two sons killed and another in
critical condition.

“Please ask our Father to heal and pro-
tect this injured young man and his family,”
the Baptist worker asked.

Tennessee Disaster Relief volunteers
who were serving in South Asia when the
earthquake struck March 28 also are report-
ed to be safe.

Southern Baptists are preparing addi-
tional volunteer teams to respond to the
new crisis.

“The state Baptist convention disaster
relief network is again being mobilized to
furnish specialized volunteers in response to
the earthquake,” reported Jim Brown,
human needs coordinator for the Interna-
tional Mission Board. “I know the up-front

groups are going to be medical until we hear
more. We had already thought about doing
some rebuilding of schools and houses in
these islands. That’s going to stay the same,
but now we’ll have more emergency
response there than what we had anticipat-
ed.”

Brown emphasized that relief response to
both the tsunami disaster and the latest
quake’s damage will continue for months
and years to come. Trained disaster relief
volunteers interested in serving should con-

tact their state convention disaster relief .

offices. In Tennessee, call (615) 371-2061.

By March 29, Southern Baptist churches
and individuals had given more than $14.6
million for tsunami response efforts
throughout the region.

Monetary contributions can be sent to
Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief, P.O. Box
728, Brentwood, TN 37024. Checks should
be made payable to Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention and marked for “Asian Tsunami
Relief Fund.” -Donations can also be made
online at www.tnbaptist.org. 0
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Union trustees adopt record budget; honor Roge

Union University news service

JACKSON — Union Univer-
sity trustees adopted a record
$45.6 million budget and
approved plans to proceed with
construction of a new science
building at their April 1 meeting
on the Union campus.

They also adopted a name for
the new athletic field house
scheduled for construction and
recognized retired Bellevue
Baptist Church pastor Adrian
Rogers with the institution’s
highest denominational service
award.

Union president David S.
Dockery said the adopted budg-
et was a significant step for the
university.

“This is by far the largest
budget in Union history and
represents a 10 percent increase
over this past year,” Dockery
said. “It will enable the universi-
ty to take the first steps in
implementing the 2010 plan
approved by the board in
December.” '

Construction of the White

Hall science building was origi-
nally scheduled for completion
by 2005. But the building proj-
ect has been delayed due to tor-
nadoes in 2002 and 2003, as well
as funding and space issues.
Trustees gave the green light to
move forward with the building,
with estimates for the three-
story facility
to open no
later than
spring 2007.
White Hall
will be a $13.5
million,
60,000-square

|
i
S S
- 3 1.
.I
1§ 4

foot facility :
that will house @ DOCKERY
the depart-

ments of biology, chemistry and
nursing. The building name will
honor Roy L. White of Memphis,
who gave the lead gift for the
project.

“The long-awaited start of
White Hall appears imminent
with the go ahead from the
trustees at this week’s meeting,”
Dockery said. “We are delighted
with the prospects that this

national / state news

building holds for advancing
excellence in the sciences and
the entire academic program of
Union.” i
Trustees selected Rogers for
the M.E. Dodd Award for his
contributions to the Southern
Baptist Convention. Rogers
recently retired as pastor of
Bellevue Bap-
tist Church in
Cordova,
where he
served for 32
years.
Dockery
will present
Rogers with
the award dur-
ing this year’s
SBC annual meeting in
Nashville in June. “The M.E.
Dodd Award is the highest
denominational service award
given by the institution,” Dock-
ery said. “It will be a great honor
and privilege to grant this sig-
nificant recognition to Dr. Adri-
an Rogers for his longtime sup-
port of Union University and,
moreover, for three decades of

ROGERS

amazing leadership at B
Baptist Church.”

Trustees also reco
Benny and Norma Fesm
their $500,000 gift to the:
sity by naming the plann:
letic field house in their
Construction on the F
Field House, an 18,000-
foot facility that will supp
men’s and women’s
teams, the men's basebal
and the women's softball
is scheduled to begirfthis

The facility wil *inel
9,000-square foot turf
locker rooms and showx
each home and visiting
coaches offices and an g
training room.

“We are grateful for th
nanimous generosity of
and Norma Fesmire ar
Fesmire family found
Dockery said. “Their
$500,000 will enable the1
sity to move forward on t
cer field and the athleti
house project that will se;
athletic department wx
decades to come.”

New group seeks
ties with SBC

Associated Baptist Press

LYNCHBURG, Va. — A new
international group of Baptists
has been formed and is seeking
ties with Southern Baptists,
who last year withdrew from
the Baptist World Alliance, an
international fellowship South-
ern Baptist leaders described
as too “liberal.”

But the executive director of
the new International Baptist
Network said March 31 the
group does not intend to
become an “alternative” or com-
petitor to the Baptist World
Alliance, which unites 211
national and regional Baptist
unions.

Several prominent Southern
Baptists are involved in the
new organization, including
Paige Patterson, but Southern
Baptist Convention chief execu-
tive Morris Chapman said the
SBC will proceed with its own
plans to form an alternative to
BWA.

The International Baptist
Network had its “first public
meeting” Feb. 9 at the Adolphus
Hotel in Dallas, drawing “repre-
sentatives from more than
three dozen denominations,
theological seminaries, colleges
and mission boards, and indi-
vidual churches,” according to
an article in the April 2005
issue of the National Liberty
Journal, published by Jerry
Falwell’s Liberty University.

The article, written by Liber-
ty University co-founder Elmer
Towns, said the International
Baptist Network was “launched
to counter [the] ‘leftward drift’
of Baptist World Alliance” and
praised the SBC’s withdrawal

from BWA.

Southern Baptist leader
Gene Mims, who became execu-
tive director of the new group in
January, said the IBN “proba-
bly wouldn’t work without
Southern Baptists.” Mims, for-
mer vice president of LifeWay
Christian Resources, said he
was asked to lead the effort
because “they needed someone
who really knew Southern Bap-
tists pretty well.” Mims also is a
former Tennessee Baptist pas-
tor, having served at First Bap-
tist Church, Cleveland.

But Mims told Associated
Baptist Press he does not
expect the SBC to join officially.
Instead, pastors and individu-
als likely will participate in
IBN. “There are more Southern
Baptists than there are any
other Baptists,” he said. “This
network would be incomplete
without Southern Baptists.”

The International Baptist
Network will function as a loose
fellowship of individuals and
churches, providing “relation-
ships, information and opportu-
nities” to “like-minded Bap-
tists” around the world, Mims
said.

The network already has a
confession of faith, membership
policy and office in Atlanta.

In addition to Southern Bap-
tists, the organization is target-
ing four independent Baptist
groups — Southwide Baptist
Fellowship, World Baptist Fel-
lowship, Independent Baptist
Fellowship International, and
Baptist Bible Fellowship Inter-
national. The IBN is funded by
the John Rawlings Foundation,
named for the key leader of the
Baptist Bible Fellowship Inter-
national. Rawlings deferred
questions to Mims.

The National Liberty Jour-
nal article says the SBC’s with-

drawal last summer from BWA
“set the stage” for organization
of the International Baptist
Network. But the article does
not claim SBC involvement or
endorsement.

In voting to leave the Baptist
World Alliance last June, the
SBC agreed to use some of the
funds withdrawn from BWA to
form or support an alternative
for “like-minded” Baptists.

But the International Bap-
tist Network is not that group,
said the SBC’s Chapman. In an
e-mail interview with ABP
March 30, Chapman said he
met with Mims and was aware
of formation of the IBN, but
Southern Baptists have not
joined or pledged support.

He reaffirmed that members
of the SBC’s Great Commission
Council “are participating in an
exploratory meeting in Warsaw
[Poland] to talk about how best
to fellowship with conservative
Christians around the world.”

Chapman said the meeting
with conservative European
Baptists will be the spring-
board for whatever alternative
group the SBC forms. After the
July meeting, the council will
advise an SBC task force, which
will recommend “how best to
proceed in building a fellowship
of like-minded Christians
around the world,” he said. 0

SBC CP gifts
up 3.3 percent

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Year-to-date
contributions through the
Southern Baptist Convention’s
Cooperative Program are up
3.30 percent compared to the
same time frame in 2004,
according to a news release

from SBC Executive Com
President Morris H. Chaj
As of March 31, 200
year-to-date total
$98,606,116.31 for Coop
Program (CP) Missio
“$3;151,231.70 ahead ¢
$95,454,884.61 received ,
same point in 2004. |
For the month, recei
$15,598,078.08 were 3.2
cent, or $482,955.71, abo

$15,115,122.37 receive
March 2004.
Designated giving

$116,557,160.90 for the
year-to-date period is 1.3
cent, or $1,558,294.21,
gifts of $118,115;
received at this point lasi

For the SBC Coope
Program Allocation Budg
year-to-date total is 107.
cent of the $91,600,847.0
geted, or $7,005,269.27
budget. 0

LC president’s
election ruled v

Baptist Press

PINEVILLE, La. —
trict judge has ruled
Louisiana College’s new
dent, Joe ] , was
mately elected by the bo
trustees although the
did not follow the co
bylaws.

A group of LC alumu
faculty members filed a ki
contesting Aguillard’s
election by trustees in Ja
On March 17, Judge |
Ryland of Louisiana’s 9tk
cial District ruled in fa
the election, noting thi
election of a president
include nominations fro§
floor, which is how A@\
was elected. O
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1ys Jay Austin

#inda Lawson
= 4 #ist and Reflector
tied G ASHVILLE As
— a
" rch planter with a passion
el
he . evangelism, Jay Austin
00 eed to serve as general
s § Cdinator for approximately
. § Crossover block parties
by | 2use he has seen how they
i@ tke a real difference in
thi § limating people to the
s del.
tuf § They (people) come into a
shor.@ erent ' environment, a fun
itn; @ ze. There are Christians
an: re with the intention of
ring Jesus’ love with them.
ort:8 )t of times people come to a
yifl k party who would never
© 48 .e to a church,” he said.
U@ \ustin, pastor of Life Com-
nity Church in Nashville,
£ has led his church to part-
with First Baptist Church,
ensville, to conduct a block
bty at the soccer fields in
ensville.
\s he talks with other
rch planters, Austin said
(=8 finds agreement that peo-
128 today are more open to con-
. I8 sations about spiritual
'_faj sters and the informal envi-
'8 ment of a block party pro-
SU% 55 excellent opportunities

4 /8 conversation.
&8 You see it in the questions
ple are asking about what’s
"My important in their

“W'S” he said. “It’s become
% to talk to people about
r faith. Even if they are
. B ostic or atheist, they are
B ‘e kind in the way they talk
& ut it and why they feel the
" they do.”
\s of March 31, 26 churches
A& committed to block parties
£ “we’re shooting for 30 or

B tist Press

Jashville,

thern Baptlst churches.

heduled for June 18.

y"HELBYVILLE — Nearly 1,000 peo-
gathered at First Baptist Church
2 March 21 to hear Southern Baptist
| .vention President Bobby Welch,
» 1s stumping Middle Tennessee in
run-up to the SBC’s annual meeting

sut Welch isn’t campaigning for re-
tion. The former Army Ranger is on
march for those held captive in the
2ss prison camp of a Christ-less life.
. he’s enlisting as many who will
him in his Everyone Can Kingdom
llenge for Evangelism, an initiative
ting to share the message of Jesus
ist with a million people and also to
tize them into the membership of

Velch’s Everyone Can effort dove-
5 into Crossover, an annual evangel-

: thrust that coincides with SBC
ual meetings. Crossover Nashville

iince moving to Nashville in Febru-
from Daytona Beach, Fla. — where
1as for 30 years been pastor of First

more,” Austin said. A total of
950 volunteers have commit-
ted to assist.

“The main purpose of the
block parties is to bring the
hope of Jesus Christ to people
in a non-threatening environ-
ment with the purpose of
developing relationships that
will extend past the party,” he
added.

Crossover i1s a multifaceted
evangelism effort taking place
across a 40-mile radius of the
greater Nashville area on
June 18 and surrounding days
prior to the June 21-22 South-
ern Baptist Convention. In
addition to block parties, other
venues include sports evangel-
ism, personal evangelism, stu-
dent evangelism, ethnic min-
istries, kindness explosion,
and prayer journeys.

Austin provided informa-
tion about block parties and
their impact in response to
questions from the Baptist &
Reflector.

B&R: Can churches already
involved in another Crossover
venue still commit to conduct-
ing a block party?

AUSTIN: Yes. That’s the
message were trying to get
out. Also, we really encourage

churches to join together for a
kingdom effort. Even if they
haven’t chosen to do a block
party at this point and there’s
a church that has, they can
join with them and the block
party will have a bigger
impact. That's where we see
the benefit of coming together
to have a bigger event and
reach more secular people who
wouldn’t go to church.

B&R: What resources are
available to help churches do

could happen!

J 8 R

~ tist Association) a
need. We're also offering $300

“People all over the world are
praying for this,” he said, urging the
people to join the 10,000 others who've
signed up to participate in Crossover
Nashville events. “I believe with all my
heart and soul it’s getting ready to
happen, and you’re gonna be a part of

~ Welch joked that he’s already asked
God, “If the rapture is near, put it off ’til
July because I don’t wanna miss June.”

block parties?

AUSTIN: We're pruwdmg
training on April 18-19. We're
offering all the witnessing
material (through the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention,
the North American Mission
Board, and the Nashville Bap-
church will

per church to do the block
party.

B&R: What happens at a
block party?

AUSTIN: We encourage
churches to feed the people
who come. We encourage them
to feed something sloppy so
people will sit down. It’s easier
to talk with them that way. A
good menu is barbecued chick-
en, baked beans, and slaw. We
encourage them to focus on
one of two areas: people in
need or children. If you focus
on children, you have a greater
chance of touching their par-
ents, too. There’s a continual
gospel message being given
from a stage through testi-
monies, not preaching. There
is music and enter-
tainment, games for

children, and give-
aways from local busi-
nesses.

B&R: Why have
giveaways?

AUSTIN: To attract people
and so you can register and do

follow up.

B&R: How long does a block
party last?

AUSTIN: We typically

encourage people to do them
for three or four hours maxi-
mum. We encourage doing it
over the lunch hour so you can
feed them. A good time is 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. because the first

obby Welch draws 1,000 io FlrsI'Buphsi Curch

Baptist Church — Welch has trav-
eled in Tennessee and other states to
draw attention to the spiritual needs
of non-Christians as well as the need
for Southern Baptists to focus on
winning their friends, families, and
neighbors to faith in Christ.

People from churches in the Duck
River, New Duck River, and William
Carey Baptist Associations listened
as Welch asked amid their rising
applause: “What if God has made up
His mind the fire is gonna fall, and
break out from [Nashville] and go
around the world? And what if
there’s another Great Awakening? It

“Something is happening out here
now that hasn’t happened before. It's
been going on now for about seven or
eight years. And it’s more intense now
than in the past. I don’t know if it’s in
response to the tsunami or 9/11 ... or
it’s just the Spirit of God and maybe
the second coming of Jesus. But it’s
happening,” Welch said, adding that

Tennessee news.

hour is going to be slow. Then
it’s okay to start serving lunch
at 11, but you need to program
the whole time.

B&R: How many church
members does it take to plan
and conduct a block party? -

AUSTIN: If a church has
15-20 people, they can do it
well. In addition to a chair,
there are several coordinators
for prayer, food, registration,
evangelism, and follow up. If
the steering team has seven or
eight people and each coordi-
nator has three to four people,
you can pull this off. Then out-
side volunteers also are avail-
able to help.

B&R: You mentioned follow
up. How important is that?

AUSTIN: This is the most
important thing: For any block
party, the follow up needs to be
in the starting place and not
the ending place.

B&R: How do you promote
attendance?

AUSTIN: Each group devel-
ops its own plan. We will be
doing a blitz of the community

through signs, postcards, per-
sonal invitations, and e-mail
blasts. However, in most
places people stumble across
the block party that day rather
than making plans far ahead.
B&R: Are any other types of
block parties planned?
AUSTIN: Yes, two. One is
the Stone Soup Festival, an
indoor block party for special
needs children to be held at the
Nashville Convention Center.

N W m'ﬁﬂ'ﬂ'_'!"”‘w
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rrossover block parties will reach people other efforts won't

The other is The Gathenng,
motorcycle toy run and concert
at Riverfront Park. To date,
120 volunteers will be working
with these two groups.

B&R: If you have 30 block
parties, how many people do
you hope to reach? =

AUSTIN: We would like to
see 12-15,000 attend. That
would be an average of 400-
500 per location. We'd like to
see 10 percent of those people
get involved in a church.

B&R: What would you say
to a church that is giving con-
sideration to sponsoring a
block party?

AUSTIN: Take the chance
to do it and see what happens.
Keep it simple. Find one or two
things you can do really well
— the food and focusing on
children. Add value by going
out and getting donations and
giving away some really good
prizes. Most importantly,
spend a lot of time praying for

the event and asking God to

draw those who need Christ to
be there. _

B&R: What
prayer re-
quests do you
have for the
block parties?

AUSTIN:

Our biggest prayer request is
to get the volunteers connect-
ed to the right churches to
have the greatest impact.

For more information about
block parties, contact Austin
at (615) 975-7171 or Jerry
Essary at the Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention at 800-558-
2090, ext. 2059. Information
about Crossover venues is
available at www.crossover@-
tnbaptist.org. O

Shelbywlle _
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ABOUT 1000 PEOPLE filled the sanctuary of First Baptist Church She!byw”e on
Wednesday evening, March 2, to hear Bobby Welch, president of the Southern Baptist
Convention and pastor, First Baptist Church, Daytona Beach, Fla.

people are asking important questions
and looking for spiritual answers.
“They’re searching, they’re longing,
they're looking like never before.”

Just about then,
phone rang.
through yet,”
Jesus, tell Him I’'m ready to go — but I
sure wish He’d wait ‘til July.” Q -

someone’s cell
“Just tell ‘em I ain’t
quipped Welch. “If it’s
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the way they think.

How can you say that Terri
Schiavo is bound for hell if she
didn't receive Christ before her

security since the Mo
preach “another Jesus,” ¢
put it. Is this not openi
door to the wolf to come 1 38

Judicial tsunami

Whether one sees it as a slip-
pery slope or a gradual decline,
it is increasingly difficult to

i

o : 2% l
: : : Injury. fold? Is this not partici
view ‘our nation B5IauyaHIg Maybe the will of God is that the lie of the decaiver?pa '
15 less than a judicial uhgarchy. she live this long to make peo- You are reegonxibie & |
. Rule by the few” (read: judges) ple think about death. b pEnted in Your Baoee 58 ‘
has tm{nped the “we th'e peo- I believe and trust God but not? I look forward to &
ple” notions that gave birth to |t asa Baptist anymore. reply and some form of 8

our nation.

Evidently our system of
checks and balances has a huge
deficit in that neither the exec-
utive mnor the legislative
branches can hold back the
judicial tsunami that puts citi-

N
b

and center correction in a g
coming B&R.

I am no one that you ¢
give me any notic&_ but
Judge and Editor_is th
you must answer to for he
have cared for His pesple

My next question is this, We
hear how wonderful heaven will
be but, then you see “Chris-
tians” fight to stay on this earth
with every thing they can. Why
not just let go and be in a better
place sooner. Maybe their faith

™

™
AV (WY
. 5 o

31

| zens at risk of enforced couldn’t move a feather let Sam |
““ euthanasia simply because glone a mountain. Memphis
someone says an unconscious Stephen Britt

person wouldn’t want to be fed
artificially.

My guess is Karen Ann
Quinlan just rolled over in her
grave!

F. Michael Womack, pastor
First Baptist Church
Athens 37303

Beech Bluff 38313

Definition need

Life support should be*
you are permanently att
to a machine and the me
alone keeps you alive.

If we consider a feeding
a food delivery method,
life support, we need to «
er life support to be wi
caregiver in a hospital or
ing home hand feeds us
we can no longer feed ours
They refused to feed he
food and water that Goc
provided to sustain her lif

For I was hungry anc
gave me something to eat, .
thirsty and you gave me ¢
thing to drink. — Mat

Py
.

E
Iy
=

Basically agrees

I basically agree with Editor
Lonnie Wilkey’s editorial in the
March 30 issue.

I would refer you to Rep. Bill
Dunn’s quoting of Scripture in
Michael Foust’s article in the
March 23 issue: “A man leaves
his mother and father and cling
to his wife and the two shall
become one.”

This is the definition of a
Christian marriage. If we ques-
tion this, do we not abet those
who are attempting to change
that very definition?

Even though

See answers on page 11

Barbour Publishing

ACROSS DOWN

God gives life

I don’t understand how
Christians could ever be so re-
educated to believe that it
would ever be a good thing to
end life based on the family’s,
physician’s, or even the
patient’s presumptuous opinion
of the remaining length or qual-
ity of life.

1. Christian disciple from Joppa
who was known for her char-
ity (Acts 9:36—43)

6. Resurrection day

10. Sixth Jewish month (Neh.
6:15) _

11. Jesus did not give this to
Pilate (John 19:9)

12. In the direction of

1. Dover is the capital of this
state, abbr.

2. Old Latin, abbr.

3. Moabite woman from whom
Christ was descended

4. Jesus ascended up to heav-
en in one of these

5. A day of rest and worship Michael

13. Derifsive wit that attacks evil g, Curved shape Life does not exist because it Schiavo’s actions leave a bad 25:35

15. A p_urlest placed blood on 7. Gone is good, or happy, or productive, taste to most of us, he is lawful- =™ Ci'}dy (
the tips of these (Lev. 14:14) 8. Animal or plant bristie but because God gave it, and v her husband. As far as we Centerville 3

18. Dog noise that’s a gift we don’t return just 5100w her parents did not chal- - -

19. Laughter noise 9. Yoydge becauseglit’s too short or Jnm; lenge this before she became Very upseft

20. “The valley of the shadow 14. Son of Salah and grandson ety chhiph disabled, nor did she. I''ain vory apdet o
it " (Ps. 23:4) of Shem (Gen. 10:24) God will walk with s durihg Until modern times, keeping foeding ‘tube. being <ol

a person alive so long in her
condition would not have been

15. “The child Jesus .
behind in Jerusalem” (Luke

21. Live
22. Noah's boat

our pain and suffering, but He
will never approve of our dis-

from Terri Schiavo. '
. If her husband thought

24. What John did to the little 2:43) daining that life. Eﬂﬁsiblei Thils case is EIﬂY_ nnlfe ddn’t want to live ‘Tl
book given to him by the 16. “His Wasiloodeter Shelly Cargill ©eIng Played out In hospitals oo 44 he have the fee
anael (Rev. 10:10 : === Old Hickory 37138 and other facilities everywhere. T o

gel | ) (Matt. 3:4) At least she received good care tubepubin foboZ U

I am a Christian and
Terri was, but I think she
treated cruelly.

I could not have anyt

taken away from my daug
or husband that would n

25. Eagle (Lev. 11:18)

27. The son of Ikkesh (2 Sam.
23:26)

28. Expressing gratitude

31. Ceremonial act

and had many people who were
concerned about her welfare.
Anyone who questions this
should visit their local care
facilities. ‘

-17."For every one that _____
shall be cut off” (Zech. 5:3)
19. Esau was, but Jacob wasn’t
21. Pleads :

Broken vows

Terri Schiavo’s husband
broke his marriage vows, which

disqualifies him from making

32. “Wilt thou break a 23. Part of the children of decis;
: < : : ecisions for her. There are too Margaret Bell : :
d"?en to:and fro?*(Job Zebulun’s inheritance (Josh.  many unanswered questions Dyer 38330 ?2;““233:];;&3? C}il: V::f-;;
331 ?:-’gr)der e 19:15—16) and uninvestigated allegations v adisationidhavic
: 25. “Covet earnestly the best to starve and dehydrate a itu
35. Up to now woman to death, on the basis of NO" a ChUI'CI'I Lo pay %A, oL Lo K0 SR

"(1 Cor. 12:31) — like this. God will take usin/

I wa tly dist ) :
was greatly distressed to own time, and I think somi

36. “May be able to compre- .
read “Catholics, SBC largest

26. Opposite of out a faithless husband remember-

hend with all saints what is ing (after v . .

the . and length, and 29. “The day of the Lord is Shge (had S:ifl E:hg' B;ﬂwﬂgl,ﬂtihnﬂ;t groups; Mormons move up” in will haveto pay ful:gthm};“c

depth, and height” (Eph. ____"(Obad. 1:15) want to live like that.” the March 2 issue of B&R. ;:m a'f

3:18) 30. Location of the water of I agree with our president, Mapconceer vt e et
29. “This is the which the Meribah (NLIITL 27:14} that we should err on the side erences to the Mormon’s as a

Dog vs. human

Our local court just fined
sentenced a man or “starv

“‘church.” I assume you know
this group is a non-Christian
cult. To refer to them as a
“church” in the same article as

of life. Those who tortured and
murdered in Germany, Russia,
and China, were and are follow-

Lord hath made” (Ps. 118:24)
41. Absence or closure of a
natural body passage

34. Amorite king (Deut. 31:4)
37. Contests of speed
38. “The mountains and the

44 . “I shall ____ thee wisdom”
(Job 33:33)

46. The Lord makes us do this
in green pastures

48. To act properly

50.“  Lord God! behold,
thou hast made the heaven
and earth” (Jer. 32:17)

51.“They soughtto ____ hold
on him” (Mark 12:12)

52. Edward, for short

53. One does this on the sev-
enth day of the week

54. Feminine pronoun

____shall break forth before
you into singing” (Isa. 55:12)
40. Paul continueda ___ and
a half at Corinth (Acts 18:11)
42. The father of Rizpah, Saul’s
concubine (2 Sam. 3:7)
43. President Lincoln, for short
45. Address abbreviation
47."Mine _____ affecteth mine
heart” (Lam. 3:51)
49. Edwin for short
50. In this way

ing the laws of the land. That is
not an excuse for murder, and
some of them were tried and
convicted by civilized nations.
This is an outrageous, heart-
less, brutal act, and one among
others, that is going to bring
judgment on this country
unless God’s people repent.
Ernestine S. Bonicelli

Millington 38053

Why not let go?

I was born and raised in the
Baptist church, so I understand

SBC, Methodists. etc., with no
differentiation communicates
the wrong message.

My main concern is for those
who read the B&R and trust
what is printed therein to be
the truth. Are they to think:
“Oh, the Mormon’s must be OK.
They are a church just like
everybody else. I don’t need to
worry about my son or daugh-
ter or neighbor who is thinking
about affiliating with them.
Whew, what a relief”

Is this not a false sense of

a dog — for withholding
and water. If Terri can be |
comfortable in a willing and
ing environment, why sh
she not be given the same
sideration as the dog? The (|
person clamoring for her de
i8 her “husband.“ If we ha
“common law divorce,” he Wt
be her ex-husband. Plus,
stands to profit from her deé:
How on earth could he pos
have her best interests
heart?

Beverly Co |
Savannah 3¢

i
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€ Mop?

mﬂ]em =
'hmm '
‘blﬂfum" es of
P’era_n

o € pulpit
m of,

mmaﬁ By Johnnie Godwin

’Q,b ) ' ver since our son Larry died
' lenly, I haven’t been able to
ih'huq away from the brevity of life
=" the need to choose what's
St | while there is time. So I've
" sed on everything from the
phis§ ntial of knowing Christ as
| and Savior to choosing the
eed e I drink.
ldbed fter one comes to know
ly atid st, life is still too short to
he mf ship in a style that doesn’t
e, God and you. Christians
eding their churches are strug-
8§ > with which worship style
1to .8 *st for now. I don’t have the
he w- ‘ver to that question, but I do
ol 2 persunal take on it that
s ol 2 help some.
1ol £TEMES in worship styles
d hz xtremes in worship styles
- greatly. Some choose to
nd church as vegged-out
potatoes. Others insist on a
A ship ambience like that of a
el -powered pep rally. Which
8 of the pulpit 'm on tends to
Matl§ ot what T notice most. When
on the preaching side of the
'“_d? it, I'm more aware of pew
1t/8 toes and their kindred. On
pew side of the pulpit, 1
2times feel like I'm at a pep
*or a rock concert.
‘tte worshiped in first, second,
third world countries among
'2d denominations and cul-
5 and haven't felt the need to
.emn any of the worship
# s. As Paul said in so many
Ls to his beloved Philippians,
ae like bright stars in living
Christian faith without any
abling or argument, and I'll
'v my ministry to you wasn’t
ain” (author’s paraphrase of
ppians 2:14-16). '
‘espite diversity of chosen
;hip styles, unity of heart in
st 1s the focus we need to
) before us.

ancial
afters

By Mike Harris

cing debt is “Keep hope

:!” There are many ways to

re hope.

irst, make a list of all debts.
the company’s name,

aining balance, interest

, and minimum monthly

‘editors is actually limited.

1e world.

he number one rule of

nent. Note that the number

don’t actually owe everyone

e Traditional or
contemporary worship?

If you study church adver-
tisements in the yellow pages,
you’ll quickly notice many
churches identify themselves as
traditional or contemporary. The
difference in traditional and
contemporary may mean little
more than the difference in
music that is mostly hymns or
mostly praise choruses — with
more standing usually occurring
in the latter. But the differences
may be more than that.

I'm concerned about the
stereotypes we tend to attach to
“traditional” and “contempo-
rary”: negatively, we may think
dead and lifeless vs. bombastic
and unfamiliar. Positively, we
may realize the need to hold on
to the faith of our fathers but
also to allow for it to be
expressed in the language of our
children. Both traditional and
contemporary styles of worship
may differ but still be pleasing
to God and to the worshipers.
God looks upon the condition of
the heart and the motives for
worshiping Him whatever the
expression may be.

Funeral or circus or what?

When I was flipping TV chan-
nels recently, I came across evan-
gelist James Robison answering
questions in an interview. He
said that when he was growing
up, choosing a church was pretty
much like choosing between
going to a funeral and going to a
circus. He said most folks had
much rather go to a circus than a
funeral. Today churches offer
worship styles with many more
choices than the funeral or circus
extremes. However, Robison
added that some circus-variety
churches have gone off on tan-
gents and justify it by calling
themselves praise churches. He
said, “I tell them, you're not a
praise church; you've just got a
big drum and a loud band.” Well,
God is the judge.

Some time ago I preached in a
church that was neither tradi-
tional nor contemporary. The bib-
lical message took a back seat to
loud emotion that came in vari-

“Inancial planner offers

Second, circle the lowest bal-
ance. Make the account with the
lowest balance your first victim.
Pay the other accounts their
minimums and put all extra
debt reduction into paying off
the lowest balance. When this
account is paid off, use all this
money towards your next lowest
account. Within a few months
you might reduce your number
of bills from seven to only five!

Another helpful technique
can be lowering your interest
rate. Often, a credit card compa-
ny will lower an interest rate if
their customer simply asks.
Even lowering an interest rate a
little will help, especially if you
keep the monthly payment the
same. A second way to lower the
current interest rate is to trans-

ous expressions: lots of musie the
congregation couldn’t sing .and
couldn’t understand the words
to. A leader yelled, “Give me a J:
give me an E; give me an S; give
me a U; give me an S. Now, shout
JESUS!” When it came time to
preach, 1 realized we were
already programmed into anticli-
max. The tail had wagged the
dog. I don’t condemn that
church’s worship style, but I do
confess it wasn’t a match for me.
Both traditional and

contemporary worship?

Both traditional and contem-
porary worship styles that are
biblical and honor God offer real
choices. A key factor is for the
worship to be appropriate and in
order (1 Corinthians 14:40).
Within a single worship service,
variety of traditional and con-
temporary may blend well with
good preparation and God-hon-
oring motivation. In blended
services, worshipers need to
practice the graciousness Paul
called for in Philippians 4:5
(Holman CSB). If the gentle for-
bearance of allowing variety in
worship is absent, it can lead to
strife in a church. To be hyper-
critical of such variety is to be
picky in an unchristian way.
Speak the truth in love.

No room for

pew potatoes in worship

Regardless of worship-style
preferences, we can know God
wants our individual and collec-
tive participation. He doesn't

want pew potatoes. “Pew potato”
is like the term “couch potato”
but is applied to church. In the
1980s, TV addicts were referred
to as tubers — or boob tubers. A
tuber is a potato. TV viewers
often sat on couches eating pota-
to chips. The viewers were spec-
tators, not participators, and
were sedentary in a nonproduc-
tive activity. In fact, some of them
found their body shapes growing
similar to rounded potatoes.
Many Christian writers and
preachers latched onto “pew
potato” to compare those who
just come to church, sit
unmoved, and offer little or
nothing of themselves in active

editorial / apiné’@ﬁ

fe's 5|mp|y too short to drink bad coffee

worship and participation. Now,
you don’t have to tap-dance to
show you have heart. On the
other hand, if you never shake a
leg or pat a foot, you may be
dead and not know it. Again,
judgment lies with God; and a
lot of participation may be more
internal than external, invisible
than wvisible. Still, from the
preaching side of the pulpit, it’s
hard for me to feel good about
folks who seem as inert as dirt.

When the pew side talks.

back to the preacher

I experience a preacher’s spe-
cial joy when lively souls show
in some way that we’re worship-
ing together. Often, responses
are nods, amens, chuckles, puz-
zled looks, maybe a frown of con-
cern, and ideally public confes-
sions of commitment. Recently, 1
used an acronym in preaching
but didn’t make the meaning as
clear as I thought I had. A lay-
man came up with pencil and
paper in hand and asked me to
clarify what the last letter of the
acronym stood for. I apologized
for not making it clear and glad-
ly answered his question.

Recently, I preached on
“Life’s Too Short to Drink Bad
Coffee” (Ephesians 5:13-17). Up
front I gave a caveat to recog-
nize that some folks don’t like
coffee; so I asked them to substi-
tute tea, water, or whatever they
like to drink. My point was that

life is too short for us to settle
for anything other than choos-

ing God’s best in all of life.

After church, ten-year-old
Wendy gave me a note she had
written. The note said, “Life is
too short to drink bad chocolate
milk. I love chocolate milk.”
What a listener! She had adapt-
ed the message to her life. We
didn’t have a generation gap or
a worship gap. Wendy was closer
to being a cheerleader than
being a pew potato, and this
time 1t was a match for me.

Life is short. Choose to wor-
ship in a way that suits God and
is also a match for you. 00— Copy-
right 2005 by Johnnie C. Godwin,
who is glad to hear from you via
johnniegodwin @ comcast.net.

tips on reducing debt

fer balances for low introductory
rates. Ask to have the balance
transfer fee waived. Also, pay as
much as possible, then transfer
the balance again before the
introductory rate expires.

A third “hope” sustainer
while paying off debt is to keep
having fun. Family outings to
parks are cheaper than going to
the mall. Doing nothing seems
inexpensive, but it doesn’t keep
hope alive!

An important concept when
dealing with debt is to run
towards your creditors, not away
from them. Even if you can’t
make the whole minimum pay-
ment, write a letter explaining
your situation and stating your
commitment to pay them in full.
The worst thing to do is to try to

hide. Tell them your problem
quicklyy. Bad news never
improves with age!

Watch for God’s blessings as
you commit yourself to debt
reduction. Time and time again
we've seen God move to help
people who get serious about
getting out of debt. Finally, con-
tinue your generous giving to
God’s kingdom. When we  are
under financial pressure, we
need God’s blessings even more.

Could there be a worst place
to cut back than our commit-
ment to the God whose blessings
we need? 00 — Harris a certified
financial planner and area director
in the church retirement marketing
department at GuideStone Finan-
cial Resources of the Southsrn
Baptist Convention.

g _;f' - -
retlections !

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

Same concerns,

. different era

In looking over back issues of
the Baptist and Reflector for a
project .we are working on, I
have been reading editorials of
former editors.

A short column entitled
“What do you think?” caught my
attention. It was written by edi-
tor O.W. Taylor in the March 8,
1934 issue of the B&R.

Though that article was writ-
ten 71 years ago, I could easily
have written it verbatim yester-
day.

Taylor wrote, “In a recent edi-
torial we asked readers of Bap-
tist and Reflector to comment on
the paper either by way of criti-
cism or commendation or both.”

That might be one difference
between his tenure and mine. |

normally don’t have to ask for .

the criticism. It seems to come
naturally.

As his readers responded,
Taylor wrote: “A difficulty for the
paper is brought to light by
these letters. About 50 percent
of them call for the paper to do
one thing and the other 50 per-

cent call for it to do the oppo-
site.”

He noted that while some
suggested he eliminate the Sun-
day School commentaries, one
reader said the Sunday School
lesson was the primary reason
for subscribing to the paper.

Taylor knew he faced a
dilemma. “The difficulty con-
fronting the editor then, is to fol-
low two courses at once, which is
impossible,” he wrote. He solved
his problem by concluding that
“the next course open is to strive
to strike a balance and, as far as
possible with the material that
comes in, seek to put something
in the paper to feed the souls of
all at given times.”

Striking a “balance” is good
advice and it is something I
have tried to do in my nearly
seven years as editor. If Taylor
were alive today, he probably
would agree that unfortunately
not everyone wants a “balance.”

I learned early on that an
editor cannot please everyone.
Nor should we try. It would be
futile. All I can do is to sort
through everything that passes
by my desk and make a judg-
ment call. Some of those calls
are better than others. Hind-
sight (and irate readers) tells
me when I may have “missed” a
call. _

But I find extreme comfort in
knowing that the same God who
loved and directed O.W. Taylor
(and all our former editors) is
the same God who loves ‘and
directs me. And as long as I seek
to please God first and foremost,
He will give me the grace and
strength to endure. 0
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New congregation in Columb:a reaches lower income foll

By Marcia Knox
Baptist and Reflector

COLUMBIA — Servant’s
Heart Ministry Church opened
its doors Sunday, Feb. 13, to 65
people in a warehouse in down-
town Columbia and has since
moved to a park, according to its
church planter/pastor David
Graves,

“The Fire Marshal put a ‘no
occupancy’ sign on the door,
because the vision for the build-
ing was too big,” said Graves.
“We are presently meeting at
Woodland Park in Columbia in a
park pavilion where several peo-
ple have accepted Christ. We are
moving forward looking for a
place to call home. Keep us in
your prayers.”

The church was developed to
meet a need that was discovered
through the Servant’s Heart
Ministry Center, also in Colum-
bia, when 70 percent of its
clients were found to be
unchurched.

Maury County Baptist Asso-
ciation, led by director of mis-
sions Dale Ledbetter, pulled
together several key pastors in
the area as a church starters
group to pray for new churches
to be founded in the area.

According to Wayne Terry,
Tennessee Baptist Convention
Middle Tennessee Church
planter, “They decided to pray
for more than just one church,
but for several new churches
and target the low income,” said
Terry. “The ministry center will
be the hub to those new church-
es.”

Another strategy of the asso-
ciation is for folks to pray for
four new church starts, includ-
ing Servant’s Heart Ministry
Church, as they pass four
Columbia intersections located
near the churches. The intersec-
tions are referred to as Strategic
Prayer Corners.

“Southern Baptists have not
seen a lot of intentional church
starts in the lower income area
at least not in the last few years.

Surgoinsville church’s prayer emphasis impacts communitis

By Marcia Knox
Baptist and Reflector

SURGOINSVILLE — First
Baptist Church here recently
launched 40 Days of Prayer in
its community and beyond with
the help of other local churches.

First Church, under the lead-
ership of pastor Brad Smith,
issued invitations to other
churches in the community to
pray for 40 days during the six
weeks prior to Easter. Several
Baptist churches in Rogersville
took part in the effort.

The simultaneous 40 Days of
Prayer kickoff was held Feb. 13
with the individual churches
recognizing the emphasis and
continuing with a prayer guide
theme each week with Scripture
passages and a prayer focus
each day.

This is one of the highest
need areas of church plant-
ing, and we have not done a
good job at it,” said Terry. He
added Maury County is a
prime location because of the
high illiteracy rate there.

The Servant’s Heart Min-
istry Center was started in
June 2002 to give away food,
clothing, furniture, and other
basic needs to the working
poor while sharing the
gospel.

The ministry office 1is
located at 307 West 11th
Street, Columbia, where it
shares a warehouse space. It
also has five tractor-trailers out
back used for storage.

The group works with
churches and ministry organiza-
tions to provide food, furniture,
and clothes through daily
church/ministry referrals and
large scale targeted giveaways.

The ministry also sponsors
community service projects/
work camps that involve chil-
dren, teenagers, and adults in
helping local organizations and
individuals in need of light con-
struction projects.

The church opened in Febru-
ary near a large warehouse
area. “The key to building this
church is working with the peo-
ple to build relationships,”
added Graves. “We have already
established relationships
through the ministry center
when the people come to get
food, because they fill out a min-
istry form that asks if they are
members of a church.

“We are targeting the work-
ing poor, a group that is not
being reached by Southern Bap-
tists,” added Graves. “They
make $16,000 income or less as
a family unit and have over 3.5
people living in their homes.
Most Southern Baptist churches
in Maury County are white,
middle class churches.”

The ministry has a database
that sends invitations to people
who are referred by govern-
ment organizations for the

Two “Con-
certs of
Prayer” for all
churches in
the communi-
ty were held in
March. Both
were coordi-
nated by Shel-
don and Linda
Livesay, prayer
coordinators for Henards
Chapel Baptist Church,
Rogersville, and Holston Valley
Baptist Association, which has
30 church prayer teams that
meet monthly.

“In the Rogersville area, our
churches have given an accept-
able response for the prayer
event,” added Livesay.

“Our God doesn’t call the
majority to be prayer warriors;
they know who they are called

SMITH

mass giveaways.

Over 250 family units in the
community indicated that they
were interested in a Bible study
or a new church start on the
ministry form. Out of the new
church plant setting, the min-
istry center hopes to launch
sports leagues, Christian
Women’s Job Corps, a computer
lab, school tutoring services, and
karate classes.

“We didn’t know that it would
become a church planting model
where God would call me to pas-
tor and then start multiple
small churches in the area)”
noted Graves.

In addition, the ministry cen-
ter has served Giles, Lewis, and
Marshall counties by helping
families whose homes have
burned down by supplying fur-
nishings and furniture. There is
also a distribution point for the
ministry in Mt. Pleasant, and
new groups from Giles County
and Ardmore, Alabama, are
weekly picking up bread.

“We have partnered with
numerous local churches to set
up neighborhood block parties,
the Red Cross to provide furni-
ture for burnout and flood-out
victims, and the Community
Christmas program to provide
food and clothes to the poor at
Christmas,” added Graves.

Partnering with the Maury
County Christmas Program, the
ministry recently provided food

to turn the
tide of the
whole commu-
nity. They are
the ones who
stand in the
gap for the
community.”
Other
prayer events
were held
leading up to Easter Sunday,
which culminated with an end-
ing celebration of the 40 Days
of Prayer at a sunrise worship
service held at a Rogersville
cemetery. Jim Smith, pastor of
Bethel Baptist Church, Rogers-
ville, led that service.
According to Smith, the 40
Days of Prayer was an out-
growth of this fall's church
study emphasis of 40 Days of
Purpose, because the congrega-

LIVESAY
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BAGGING SWEET POTATOES in the parkmg lot of a McDona!d s in
Columbia are Servant’s Heart Ministry volunteers, who recently distributed
the 4,500 Ibs. of potatoes to several area ministries and four counties.

and clothes citywide for 850
families. They also provided toys
to additional 450 children.

Graves was inspired to reach
the working poor following a
youth conference he attended
while serving as minister of
youth at Pleasant Heights Bap-
tist Church, Columbia.

Graves and his wife, Sherry,
searched for working poor min-
istries, but finally ended up in
their own backyard as part of
the TBC Cumberland Regional
Ministries (CRM) area where
nearly one-fourth of the popula-
tion in Middle Tennessee has
income less than $18,000 a year.
Last year, the Servant’s Heart
ministry had over 4,000 family
contacts in Middle Tennessee.

“Economically disadvan-
taged people show a tendency
not to respond to typical types
of organized religion,” said Bev-
erly Smothers, TBC Strategic
Ministries specialist who also
serves as the CRM coordinator.
“Years ago the Home Mission
Board worked with missionar-
ies and pastors to begin new
churches in Ministry Centers,
located in the midst of low cost
multi-family housing develop-
ments. Elsewhere in Tennessee
there are a few models of these
churches.”

At the first Sunday afternoon
service for the new church start,
McDonald’s and Domino’s Pizza
served food while Graves shared

tion wanted to do something
where they didn’t have to buy a
book.

Smith got the idea to pray,
because it was something any-
one can do as individuals, fami-
lies, or friends could get togeth-
er. First Baptist Church of
Surgoinsville put a half page
insert in its weekly bulletin with
the prayer requests on it. Other
area churches also did bulletin
inserts.

“We have received e-mails
from other churches that are
excited about participating in
the community effort,” noted
Smith. “It has also been an
encouragement for area church-
es to do something together by
having an emphasis to pray.

“Our people are encouraged
to have something in hand for
prayer time, We are also excited

the wvision to the .
churches that wante
plant the church in the
munity to serve a mn
racial unchurched field
a praise worship group
Cornerstone Baptist C}
in Columbia led in wors

“The targeted peoph
second generation renm
from the church”
Graves. “We will-plan
church with a lot™f p
and going out on_a lin
serve heaven. We mlon
to other groups to hel
out including the W
TBC, and other «e¢h
starts.

“All the ministry clo
food, and furniture are doi
to us,” said Sherry. “We pa
with community resource
over Middle Tennessee to
vide the giveaways.”

The food comes from
main sources including
America First, Murfrees
Feed the Children in Nash
and local community gi
Individuals and businessi
Maury County give clothes
niture, and household item

Most recently the new ¢t
start and the ministry o
rented a movie theate
Columbia to show “The Pa
of the Christ” on Easter Su
morning where almost 100 '
ple.attended and over 20 p §

made decisions for Chris
cluding two women over 70

oné entire family.

Servant’s Heart Ministr
also committed to hostin
Crossover 2005 teams, v
will involve 150 voluntee
block parties and other eva
istic efforts June 17-19. O |
who are interested in volur
ing this summer may cal
Graveses at (931) 490-68t
(931) 286-1002.

Servant’s Heart Min
Church is sponsored by Co
stone Church and Life Fe
ship Church, both in Colw
and Santa Fe Baptist Ch
Santa Fe. O

about an upcoming el
revival and see this as a b
scheme of things for a revi
each member in their lives

Don Pierson, Tennessee
tist Convention prayer 8!
gies specialist, noted M
churches coming toge 1
corporate prayer in
goinsville and Roge
scriptural.

“A quick look at Acts
that some awesome thi
pened when the church
ered for prayer; men were
as missionaries, men
released from prison, bol
was granted,” said Pierson

“It is an incredible thi
think that we could not
because we have not askec
early church knew what
when faced with obstacles i
challenges: pray. 0 ? -
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tLonnie Wilkey
“U | trst and Reflector

AKNOXVILLE — Jimmy Stroud is the
st person to acknowledge that some
ople consider him a “controversial per-
14 _
' Long-time attendees of annual meet-
W s of the Tennessee Baptist Convention
‘W ve heard Stroud’s familiar “point of
der” refrain on more than one occasion.
But when it comes to the churches he
5 served, Stroud is at the other end of
> “controversial” spectrum.

“l] have never been run off or even

‘ate,” Stroud said.
And on a recent Sunday in March at
ird Creek Baptist Church here, mem-
~s of the Knox County Baptist Associa-
n congregation honored Stroud and his
‘e, Shelby, on his 30th anniversary as
stor.
Stroud joked that the deacons at Third
aek “tell me they have kept me around
ron @ :ause of Shelby. She’s been with me
din; ® ough my whole ministry and has been
re8 vonderful pastor’s wife,” he said. The
il 1ple will celebrate their 50th wedding
aiversary in August.
Stroud became pastor of Third Creek
1975 after serving as associate minis-
‘education director at Broadway Bap-
; Church in Knoxville. His nearly two
irs there was his second stint of serv-
at Broadway. He first went there in

-

ne close to being asked to leave a pas--

1958 as an assistant to then pastor Ram-
sey Pollard, who would later become pas-
tor of Bellevue Baptist Church in Mem-
phis (now Cordova). He left Broadway in
1960 to become pastor of Bethel Baptist
Church in Clinton and later at Park Lane
Baptist Church in Knoxville.

When he was called to Third Creek,
Stroud said he had “no idea” it would be
his last pastorate. “I moved into the com-
munity and grew to love the community
and the people,” he said.

“Barly on I sensed the people (at
Third Creek) loved and supported me. I
never had a desire to leave or ever
sought to leave,” the Greene County
native said.

He is complimentary of all the church-
es he has served. “I've been very fortu-
nate to never have had a church that was
not a loving, supportive group. I owe a
debt of gratitude to the churches I've
served.”

Stroud noted one of the “secrets” to his
longevity has been “to be a friend to the
members and to treat everyone with dig-
nity and respect. They have responded to
that,” he said.

During his 48 years of ministry in the -

state, Stroud has been active primarily in
Knox County Baptist Association as well
as the state convention where he has
served as a parliamentarian at the annu-
al meeting before.

“Years ago I decided that if I was going
to participate in a body I needed to know

OSCAR DIXON, senior deacon at Third
Creek Baptist Church, presents Jimmy
Stroud a plaque in honor of his 30th
anniversary at the church. The church
also presented him with a love offering.

the bylaws and rules it operates under,”
he said.

“It's important for Baptists to be
informed and to be in order when con-
ducting their business — at both the
church and convention levels,” he contin-
ued.

He noted that in his association with
the convention he “has won some points
and lost some points.” Either way he has
continued to be supportive. “I'm proud to
be a cooperating Tennessee Baptist,” he
said.

“There’s not a single person in the

Tennessee news

gelebrates 30th anmversary at Third Creek in Knoxville

TBC I consider to be my enemy. I consid-
er those I disagree with at times to be my
friends.

“In the final analysis we are all broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.”

An interesting note about Stroud is
that his first appearance on the floor of
the TBC in 1959 was not to make “a point
of order.” Instead, Stroud was asked to
sing a solo.

In addition to his love for the conven-
tion, he also has a strong love for his local
association where he has held about
every office imaginable, including moder-
ator. “I have had a wonderful opportunity
in Knox County Baptist Association,” he
affirmed.

At the age of 67 Stroud does not yet
know when he will retire, but he is excit-
ed about the future of Third Creek which
was founded in 1833 and is the oldest
Baptist church in the city limits of
Knoxville.

Though the church has maintained an
average attendance of about 100 during
his tenure it has grown slightly in recent
years.

“The future of Third Creek is bright. I
don’t know when I will retire, but when
the time comes there will be a good,
strong, loving Christian fellowship there
for the next pastor,” he said.

“At any point I sense there’s a feeling
in the congregation that they need a
younger pastor, I would be ready to retire
gracefully,” he concluded. O

tudents find different routes to ministry, missions at Carson-Newman

| w8 Hannah Stuart
I news & publications office

JEFFERSON CITY — Each
I%DH-N ewman College stu-
#t embarks upon a journey.
ny find their enrollment at
1 a time of deep soul-search-
that leads to God’s calling on
ir lives. Some may have
sady felt the call, but find
at encouragement and sup-
t from C-N’s faculty and
luniors Brittany Hall and
.1e Vance both discovered a
to missions after two-and-a-
[ years at C-N, while senior
tt Moore knew as a fresh-
2 exactly what he would do
a2 his college experience.
VIoore grew up in the Morris-
n home of two C-N alums.
M ugh he was raised in East
g M nessee, Brett moved with his
"B ily to Savannah, Ga., where
finished his senior year of
1 school. It was there that
tt made the decision to

““B 1 in Jefferson City.

return to Tennessee and make
C-N his college home.

“I knew I wanted to be back
in Tennessee, and that in a col-
lege 1 wanted something small,
intimate and Christian,” says
Moore, who is a member of Mor-
ristown’s Manley Baptist
Church. “C-N sounded perfect
and I felt good about my deci-
sion.”

College was not the only
thing Moore was starting to
think about four years ago. He
developed an interest in min-
istry through public speaking in
churches and Christian confer-
ences. When he was 18 he met
Wade Morris, a full-time evan-
gelist from Birmingham, Alaba-
ma. Morris helped Brett learn
more about evangelism and
began to mentor him.

Currently, Moore spends
about 100 days out of the
year traveling and speaking
at churches, camps, confer-
ences, and retreats.

“I hope to eventually work up

' STUDENTS, from left, Katie Vance, Brett Moore, and Brittany
have found different routes to ministry at Carson-Newman Col-

to between 200 and 250 days on
the road,” says Moore of his
future as an expository speaker.
“Every engagement is a divine
occasion and God has always
given me just what I can handle
at the time.”

Moore will graduate in May
with a degree in speech commu-
nications. After graduation he
plans to attend Beeson School of
Divinity in Birmingham before
continuing with evangelism full
time. “Carson-Newman has
been such an aid to my min-
istry,” Moore said. “It has gone
far beyond the classrooms and
curriculum.”

While C-N has supported
Moore in his fulfilling God’s call,
it has helped others, like Hall
and Vance, to realize what it is
that God is asking of their lives.
An early childhood education
major, Hall always knew that
she would attend C-N. As a child
she learned of C-N through her
dad, William Morgan Hall, a
1978 graduate.

While Hall had her sights on
the Jefferson City campus,
Vance had her mind set on a
school much closer to her Vin-
ton, Va., home. It wasn’t until
she leamed of C-N’s Bonner
Scholar Program that she decid-
ed to make a place for herself in
East Tennessee. She quickly
enrolled in the education
department, and she too began
her journey to becoming an edu-
cator.

Hall grew up in the youth
group at Chattanooga’s Bayside
Baptist Church. While there she
caught her first glimpse of mis-
sions. Though domestic missions

dominated her experiences, it
was an international mission
trip to China after high school
that proved to spark her love of
missions.

With additional support
from grandmother, Juanita
Hall, who also had experience
on the mission field, Hall
recalls May 2, 2004, as the day
she accepted God’s call on her
life. “I realized God was being
very clear about my needing to
go into the mission field,” she
said. “I felt my heart change
and I sat with my mom and we
cried tears of joy.”

That moment led to what
Hall calls a life changing sum-
mer. She worked as an intern
with Germantown Baptist
Church, outside of Memphis. In
addition, she began a mentoring
program with two missionary
families who helped her better
understand the life and work of
an international missionary.
The experience allowed her to
travel on a mission trip to India
with her new friends.

Upon returning to school,
Hall continued with her educa-
tion classes, but soon realized
that in order to fill the shoes
that God had set forth for her,
she needed to change her direc-
tion and become a religion major.

“It was scary to switch, espe-
cially so late into my college
career,” she recalls. “I know that
God wants me in missions and
that even though I won’t be in a
traditional classroom, I can still
help teach children.”

This summer she will join
Focus International and spend
two-and-a-half months in

Afghanistan. “I feel called to the
Middle East, and after my trip

to India last summer, I feel pre-
pared to take the next step,” she
says.

Vance had a similar C-N
experience. An active member of
her youth group at Lynn Haven
Baptist Church in Vinton, she
was familiar with mission trips.
As a C-N student, she has assist-
ed youth groups on military
bases in Stuttgart, Germany as
well as helping at an orphanage
in Quanjuanto, Mexico. Her time
at the orphanage helped prepare
her for another opportunity.

Vance recalls when a fellow
C-N student told her of another
chance to help children, this
time at an orphanage in Rwan-
da, Africa. The orphanage hous-
es 150 children all of whom have
been stricken with AIDS. They
told her that the biggest need is
for extra arms to hold the dying
children.

“I was so nervous at first,” she
remembers. “I knew this was
what God wanted me to do but I
felt like I was still missing some-
thing. I felt ill-prepared for such
a tough task.” After much prayer,
she decided to change her major
from education to religion.

With a renewed excitement
for what God has planned for
her in the mission field, Vance
plans on seminary after her
graduation. “I am still not com-
pletely sure where in interna-
tional missions God is leading
me,” smiles Vance. “But I do feel
strongly that wherever my place
may be, my continued experi-
ence at Carson-Newman will
help guide and prepare me.” O
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Court upholds Ten
Commandments
display

Baptist Press

CHICAGO — A federal
appeals court has upheld a Ten
Commandments display similar
to one currently being consid-
ered by the U.S. Supreme Court.

The Seventh Circuit Court of
Appeals, which is based in
Chicago, announced March 25
an Indiana county’s display that
includes the Ten Command-
ments is constitutional. The
split, three-judge panel said it

?7

sees no reason why the display
of historical documents “must be
purged of the Ten Command-
ments to survive constitutional
scrutiny.”

The Seventh Circuit decision
came as the Supreme Court pre-
pares to deliver opinions in two
cases regarding Ten Command-
ments displays. One involves
the inclusion of the Ten Com-
mandments in a display of his-
torical documents in two Ken-
tucky county courthouses, while
the other focuses on a stand-
alone monument on the state
capitol grounds in Austin, Texas.

The justices heard oral argu-
ments in both cases March 2.

—
|

| CLASSIFIED | i

MINISTRY — PASTOR
Prayerfully seeking God for full-
time Hispanic pastor. Hispanic
Mission, Cherokee Baptist,
Memphis. Must be bi-lingual.
Send resume to Hispanic Pastor
Search Committee, Cherokee
Baptist Church, 5340 Quince
Rd., Memphis, TN 38119. Fax,
(901) 683-7349, e-mail,
garry.burkacki@cherokeebap-
tist.org.

* o L -
" i'i 'll.'l b

Fellowship First Baptist Church,
High Ridge, MO, is seeking a
full-time conservative Southern
Baptist pastor. Located in a rap-
idly growing area of Jefferson
County. Accepting resumes
through April 30, 2005, please
send to Pulpit Search Com-
mittee, 2735 High Ridge Blvd.,

High Ridge, MO 63049;
Fbchr@brick.net; www.fellow-
shipbaptisthr.org.

s oo ofe ol
Good Hope Baptist Church,
Adamsville, is seeking a full-time
pastor. Please send resume to
Pastor Search Committee, 678
Good Hope Church Rd,,
Adamsville, TN 38310.

R
Hillhurst Baptist  Church,
Nashville, is seeking a full-time
pastor. Please send resume to
Pastor Search Committee, 2715
Hody Dr., Nashville, TN 37206.

oo o e D
First Baptist Church Gallatin,
Tenn., is accepting resumes for a
full-time pastor. Please send
resume -to Pastor Search Team,
First Baptist Church, 205 E.
Main, Gallatin, TN 37066.

MINISTRY — DOM

The Associational Missionary
Search Committee of Shelby
Association (Alabama) seeks
resumes of qualified candidates.
Send resume with cover letter by
April 15 to Search Committee,
c/o Allan Murphy, 4605 Burning
Tree Lane, Pelham, AL 35124.

MINISTRY — STUDENT
Oakwood Baptist Church in
Knoxville, Tenn., is looking for a
bivocational youth minister.
Please send resume to the
church at 111 E. Columbia Ave.,
Knoxville, TN 37917, Atin. Youth
Minister Search Committee.

e oo e o

First Baptist Church, Joelton, a
large, growing church in metro
Nashville, is seeking a full-time
minister of youth. Current youth
worship attendance on Wednes-
day nights is approximately 140-
150. A part-time youth associate
and a youth intern work under
the youth minister. A college
degree is required, a seminary
degree is preferred. Must be a
self-starter, a leader of leaders
and have experience leading a
dynamic youth ministry.
Resumes may be e-mailed to
Lyndel@fbcjoelton. org. Re-
sumes and DVDs may be mailed
to Youth Search Committee,
FBC, 7140 Whites Creek Pk.,
Joelton, TN 37080.

MINISTRY — OTHER
Miracle Baptist, LaVergne, has
opening for pianist. Please send
resume to Miracle Baptist Per-
sonnel Committee, P.O. Box 10,
LaVergne, TN 37086

ORI R
Experienced pianist would like
position of church pianist. North-
east. Tennessee area, 30 years
experience, member of music
guild, familiar with all kinds of
music, compensation optional.
Patty Hanson, (423) 772-4481.

MINISTRY — CHILDREN
A full-time minister to children is
being sought by First Baptist
Church, Hot Springs, AR. This
first-time position will be respon-
sible for working with newborns
through 6th graders. Send
resume to FBC, 2350 Central
Ave., Hot Springs, AR 71901 or
mkcmom @ cablelynx.com.
oD

First Baptist Church, Fernandina
Beach, Fl. on Amelia Island is
prayerfully seeking a children
and education minister. Located
in a growing community with a
deep history steeped in tradition,
we are seeking a minister with a
vision for the future and an
appreciation of our past. A mini-
mum requirement: seminary
degree in education and/or chil-
dren ministry. Resumes to Chil-
dren/Education Minister Search
Committee, First Baptist Church,
416 Alachua St.,, Fernandina
Beach, FL 32034.

They are expected to rule on
both cases in either a consolidat-
ed opinion or separate decisions
before they adjourn this sum-
Imer.

The latest appeals court rul-
ing came in a case involving a
“Foundations of American Law

Tennessee news

and Government Display” in a
county administration building
in Elkhart, Ind. The county com-

mission approved the display of .

the documents, which were pri-
vately donated, in 2003. In addi-
tion to the Ten Commandments,
other documents in the display

Sminary is located in
'1tura1 enwran ment

"J'
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the Mayflower Compact, anc

included the Declaratior
Independence, the Bill of Ry

Magna Carta. The docum
were the same size. Also in
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Celebrators™ The Leading Christian Conferences For
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e Americans
1% pl'l‘lg*"(hurﬂlr'
s Barna study

y. O k 'st Press

¥ 1 'ASHVILLE — The latest
# | 7 by The Barna Group iden-
{ ' a growing trend for spiri-
'‘Americans to exercise their
~ in places other than
zh, and George Barna said
»uld not be surprising if a
r portion of the born-again
‘Tation shifts “from the

‘churched’ to ‘unchurched’ col-
umn of the ledger over the next
10 years.”

Barna found that one out of
five unchurched people read the
Bible in a typical week, six out of
10 pray to God each week, and 5
percent have shared their faith
in Jesus Christ with people who
are not professing Christians
during the past year. Also, near-
ly one million unchurched adults
tithe their income, though the
money typically goes to a variety
of parachurch ministries rather
than a local church.

During a typical month, six

out of 10 unchurched adults
worship God in a place other
than a church service, Barna
said. Three out of 10 study, the
Bible and one out of seven have
times of prayer and Bible read-
ing with family members. Four
out of 10 seek Christian enrich-
ment through television, radio,
magazines, or faith-based web
sites, and one-fourth of un-
churched adults claim to have
conversations with one or more
friends who hold them account-
able for carrying out their faith
principles.

Overall, Barna concluded

CLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — MUSIC
lezer Baptist Church is
ng an excited and motivat-
\dividual to serve as part-
‘minister of music. Ebenezer
yrowing and family-oriented
+h that enjoys a blended
§ ip style of both contempo-
and traditional music. With
rerage worship attendance
5 people, Ebenezer seeks
ach the community through
3, drama, and media. The
sant should have demon-
«d experience in preparing a
led worship service and
-gh leading and growing a
program or praise team.
.elected candidate will work
-in-hand with the pastor and
licated media ministry team

bering the women in your conwnon and helpmg at-risk chlldren through the Modler’s Day Oifenng

to prepare each service. Appli-
cants need to send a resume
and a video tape of a recent
service (if available) to Ebenezer
Baptist Church, 6028 Ebenezer
Rd., Greenbrier, TN 37073, or by
fax, to (615) 643-0639. You can
contact the church office at (615)
643-0637 or at Office@EBC-

Greenbrier.org.
G e oo
Hillcrest Baptist Church in

Lebanon, Tenn., is prayerfully
searching for a full-time minis-
ter of music. HBC is a church
with a priority on bold exposito-
ry preaching, strong evangel-
ism, soul-winning, and celebra-
tive singing and worship. We
have a choir of 50-60 with gift-
ed band and musicians. We do

t’s time to help the children!

Tennessee B-aptist

Children’s Homes
Where Your Gifts Change Lives

an upbeat, blended, Christ-
honoring style of music. A love
for Jesus, the Bible, souls, and
the local church is required
with a heart desiring the will of
God. If you feel the leadership
of the Lord you can send a
resume and audio or video of
your present/past services to
Pastor Glenn Denton at Hill-
crest Baptist Church, P.O. Box
2009, Lebanon, TN 37088. E-
mail broglenn@ hillcrestbap-
tist.org.
PP

Accepting resumes for part-time
minister of music. Please send
resume to Hillcrest Baptist
Church, 380 Dover Rd.,
Clarksville, TN 37042, (931) 647-
8915.

- according to the

national news

that one in three American
adults are unchurched. O

Court bars ruling
because jury
consulied Bible

Associated Baptist Press

DENVER — A convicted
rapist and murderer should not
receive the death penalty
because some of the jurors who
sentenced him consulted biblical
law in making their decision,
Colorado
Supreme Court.

A closely divided panel of that
state’s highest court ruled March
28 that jurors should not have
taken biblical law into account
when reaching the decision. “The
judicial system works very hard
to emphasize the rarified, solemn,
and sequestered nature of jury

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES
" | Manutacturers Baptistries | \

" Ryt

www.BUIchurch.com
1-800-446-7400 Steeples
\_ P.0. Box 2250 * Danville, Virginia 24541 J

Myrtle Beach

Ocean Front

Corner condo, smoke-free,
pool view and lazy river.
Cell phone: (843) 602-0466

deliberations,” the majority opin-
ion in the 3-2 decision read.
“Jurors must deliberate in that
atmosphere without the aid or
distraction of extraneous texts.”

But the minority justices dis-
agreed. “The biblical passages the
jurors discussed constituted
either a part of the jurors’ moral
and religious precepts or their
general knowledge, and thus were
relevant to their court-sanctioned
moral assessment,” they wrote.

Colorado criminal law is
unusual in that it requires
judges in capital cases to
instruct jurors to take into
account their own moral convic-
tions in dealing with such sen-
tencing decisions.

According to court papers, one
juror testified that she consulted
the famous passage in Leviticus
24, in which Hebrew law
requires “an eye for an eye.”

The decision means that
Robert Harlan’s sentence will be
changed to life without parole.
In 1995, he was convicted of rap-
ing and murdering a woman
near Denver, as well as shooting
and paralyzing a woman who

was trying to help the victim

escape.

To the best of our knowledge all
ads in the Baptist and Reflector
represent legitimate companies
and offerings. However, one
should always use caution in

responding to ads.

Home phone: (843) 248-4561

“he Mother’s Day Offering, collected each year in May, provides 25% of the annual operating funds needed to care for
wer 200 children each year at Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes. Tennessee Baptist churches graciously show God’s love to
t-risk children through their glfts to this once-a-year, important offering.

tudies show that the majority of people come to faith in Jesus Christ before they reach the age of 18. Your gifts to this &
ffering provide the life-changing love of Jesus and nurturing, Christian homes for the children.
ffering envelopes, posters, and supplies now for your church by calling TBCH at 1-800-624-8591 or on-line at
'ww.tbchékids.orglform_mom.htm.

Order FREE

------

e

e * ™
A LD

Dr. Bryant Millsaps, President/Treasurer
P.O. Box 2206 * Brentwood, TN 37024-2206
800.624.8591 » 615.376.3140

-www.tbchdkids.org

Our Locations: Memphis, Brentw\aoei Chattanoega, Knoxwlle, :
Kingsport, Oakdale, Johnson City\ Mﬂhngtan and Greeneville
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Terri Schiavo dies

of starvaftion
Baptist Press

PINELLAS PARK, Fla. —
Terri Schiavo, the 41-year-old
disabled woman at the center of
a nationwide life-and-death
debate, died March 31 in her
Florida hospice — nearly two
weeks after her feeding tube
was pulled.

Her case captured the
nation’s attention 1n recent
weeks, as Congress and Presi-
dent Bush intervened in an
attempt to save her life. But in
the end, Schiavo’s parents failed
to convince federal courts to re-
insert her feeding tube. It was
pulled March 18 following a
court order, and she died on her
13th full day without food or
water.

Schiavo’s death by starvation
and dehydration brought
together both sides of the ideo-
logical spectrum.

Affordable Beachside
Vacation Condos
www.gulfshorescondos.com
All size units available, Spring Special
2 night weekend, $160.00
4 weeknights, $250.00 Efficiency Unit
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 5-25
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524

The case even brought
together Sen. Majority Leader
Bill Frist, a Tennessee Republi-
can, and Sen. Tom Harkin, an
Iowa Democrat, both of whom
supported a bill that sought to
keep her alive.

The debate over Schiavo’s
death likely will not end soon.
Congress is expected to debate
what can be done to assist fami-
lies in similar situations. The
bill might cover all cases where
the patient’s end-of-life wishes
are in dispute.

President George W. Bush
said March 31 that he and
First Lady Laura Bush extend
their condolences to Schiavo's
family.

“I urge all those who honor
Terri Schiavo to continue to
work to build a culture of life,
where all Americans are wel-
comed and valued and protected
-— especially those who live at
the mercy of others,” Bush said.
“The essence of civilization is

Nashville SBC Convention
Tennessee Special: Comfort Inn
One mile away, breakfast, shuttle
pass, free parking, taxes paid,
$99 per night.

Other Hotels available
CHRISTIAN TRAVELERS
1-800-972-8952
www:christiantravelers.com

that the strong have a duty to
protect the weak. In cases where
there are serious doubts and
questions, the presumption
should be in the favor of life.”

Schiavo suffered brain dam-
age in 1990 when she collapsed
in her home. For years, her hus-
band and legal guardian,
Michael Schiavo, battled her
parents in the courts over
whether she would have wanted
to live.

While Michael Schiavo
asserted that she would have
wanted to die, no written
request existed.

Her parents wanted to take
care of Schiavo, and argued that
Michael Schiavo was not fit to be
her guardian since he lived with
his girlfriend and had fathered
two children by her. Doctors

New Lower_ﬁates For

|

| Term Life Insurance!
| Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male)
|

| Age $150,000  $300,000
25 $11.08 $13.39 |
35 $11.35 $13.91
45 $19.76 $30.45
55 $42.45 $73.24
65 $103.46 $194.78

Please call The Insurance Store
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free
1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat.
Level premiums that do not increase for
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life
insurance company. Preferred Male rates
illustrated above. Please call for ather

ages and Female rates.
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Michael R. Spradlin
President, MABTS ¢

¢

B. Gray Allison
President Emeritus,

MABTS *

L

Paige Patterson

Steve Lemke

=
Thursday, April 2—2:15 p.m.

Dr. Al Mohler

MAINTAINING OUR BAPTIST DISTINCTIVES: WHAT WE BELIEVE AND WHY

A CONFERENCE AT

‘MiD-AMERICA BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
2216 GERMANTOWN RD., SOUTH ¢ GERMANTOWN, TN

April 21 - 22, 2005

Dr. Michael Spradlin
Dr. Daniel Akin

Breakout Sessions 1 and 2
Thursday, April 21—7:00 p.m.

+  Dr. Paige Patterson Church Autonomy
Dr. Richard Land Separation of Church and State
¢ Dr. Al Mohler Sexual Purity
Friday, April 22—38:30 a.m.
¢ Dr. Gerald Cowen The Role of Pastor-Elder

Dr. Steve Lemke

Breakout Session 3
Friday, April 22—12:30 p.m.

Dr. B. Gray Allison
Dr. Bob Pitman

Richard Land

Registration cost:
$30 for the entire conference!

($40 if you attend the Thursday evening

The Necessity of Baptist Distinctives
Church Discipline

Do Baptists Have a Future as Evangelicals?

Baptists: A Mission-Minded People
A Baptist and His Bible

Bob Pitman

Daniel Akin

were divided over whether Schi-
avo was in a Persistent Vegeta-
tive State, although the Florida

court-appointed doctor said she .

was.

Florida Judge George Greer
ordered that Schiavo’s feeding
tube be removed March 18, but
in an extraordinary act Con-
gress passed and President
Bush signed a bill in the early
hours of March 21 that was

global news

-have a new judge consider

15-Passenger Van Safety is Big News these Days

intended to give Schiavo's p
ents a “de novo” review in fec
al court — that is, an avenuu

facts from the beginning, w
new evidence and new witnes
involved. Such a review wo
have required that the feed
tube be re-inserted. But the |
eral courts rejected such
review, leading to Schia
death. O

CHURCH BUSES ~

avlitcWay oo |
A 15-passenger mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards.

1-800-370-6180 -

Baptist Minister to Host

|Hawaiil

2-Weeks, 44slands;
Depart August 29, 2005

Join Rev. Clarence Freeman and other Southern Baptists
the most affordable two-week, four-island Hawaiian vacati
you will ever find at the guaranteed lowest price. This will
Rev. Freeman’s fourth trip as a clergy host, taking a group
Hawaii. Rev. Freeman is retired after being pastor for
years, of Leawood Baptist Church in Greenville, SC. Yt
group will depart Monday, August 29, 2005 and return hor
Tuesday, September 13, 2005. First fly to Honolulu for fi
nights in Waikiki, three nights on Kauai, two nights on Ma
one_night in Hilo, and three nights in Kona. Sightseeing
every island includes; a Honolulu city tour with Punchbe
Crater and Pearl Harbor cruise to the Arizona Memorial, t
Wailua riverboat cruise to the Fem Grotto, lao Vall
excursion & the old whaling capital of Lahaina, a Hilo orel
garden and Rainbow Falls, Black Sand Beaches, Volcano
National Park and more! Your price, from only $948 {f

carpenterbus.com

Buses are provided for Uiy ¢
Carpente
BUS SALF

Americas 8]
Church Bus Dealer

E 3 2= B3 - &

person, double occupancy) includes all taxes, bagga
handling, Hawaiian owned hotels, and escorted sightseei
on every island. Add $380 for inter-island airfate and $7
for round trip airfare from Nashville, Chattanooga, Knoxv
or Memphis. ‘Your Man’ Tours specializes in Hawaii
has had its own office in Honolulu since 1967. Prices ¢
guaranteed to be the lowest because travelers &
wholesale, directly from the actual Hawaiian tour opera
Friends and Family are welcome! Space-is limited &
reservations with a $100 deposit are now due. '

For a brochure, information, reservations, and le
from Dr. Clarence Freeman call 7 Days a week:

'YOUR MAN’ TOURS 1-800-968-7626 |
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£ ———— book review

The Jesus Habits
by Jay Dennis -
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2005

A habit is something you do unconsciously and often
»ympulsively (or something worn by a nun!) according
) Webster’s. It's something you do so often, it becomes
atomatic for you. It’s a tendency to perform a certain
>tion or behave in a certain way. Habits can be good or
ad. Biting your nails. Drinking lots of water. Exercis-
L‘g regularly. Wearing your seatbelt. These are all
stions that can become habits. In fact, a Princeton Uni-
arsity study claims that if you do the same thing every
ay for 28 consecutive days, it will become a habit.

In his book, The Jesus Habits, author and pastor Jay
ennis has identified 31 habits — observable patterns
. the life of Jesus — that can be copied and put to prac-
ce in our own lives to make us more Christ-like. In just
25 pages, Dennis identifies these 31 habits citing
ripture as his basis and then listing some of the rea-
! ms we don’t make these habits a part of our lives, such
s busyness, and also listing ways to incorporate these
abits into our life.

In the introduction, Dennis writes that the idea for
te book came about as he was studying the gospel and
yserving what Jesus did. He would note in the margins
" his Bible habits. And that’s how he determined his
L. He asks readers to consider three things when read-
g the book.

(1) The Jesus habits can become your habits, too.

' (2) You have to be willing to do whatever it takes to
ake each habit a part of your life.

(3) Through Jesus Christ you have the power to stop
bad habit and begin a Jesus habit. You have prayer,
€ Holy Spirit, the Bible, faith, and godly people to
Sure your success.

;The 31 habits Dennis has found are: seclusion,
Z;%.:VEI‘, worship, building relationships, touch, con-
ontation, challenging the status quo, listening, love,
ankfulness, faith, motivation, handling criticism
fectively, family priority, obedience, honoring the gov-
‘nment, asking questions, having fun, truth, rest, act-
g like a man, esteeming women, giving, kindness, fit-
'ss (Jesus walked 21,525 miles — an average of 20 per
1y during his three years of ministry, keeping your
ord, fellowshiping, using Scripture, purpose, fasting
\d using money God’s way.

While the premise of this book is worthy — learning
e habits of Jesus so that we can become more like
m — I think Jesus modeled many more habits. The
bit of patience, of selflessness, of humility, of meek-
s, of forgiveness, of self-control. Why aren’t these
cluded in the 31?7 To me, these are some of the harder
bits to develop and are some of the very things that
t Jesus apart from other men. I doubt this book on its
m will be effective in changing the lives of readers.
1t the book it’s derived from — God’s Word — certain-
can! O — Ferguson is a freelance writer in Gallatin.
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Impartial love

By Robert Segrest

Focal Passage: James 2:1-13

A popular television program
often focuses upon the sibling rival-
ry that exists between two adult
brothers. Robert is convinced that
his older brother Raymond is their
parent’s favorite. Hence the show’s
title: “Everybody Loves Raymond.”
Competition between the brothers
sets the stage for some great come-
dy. However, in real life favoritism,
partiality, or discrimination is no
laughing matter. In every situation,
it is cruel, hurtful, and damaging.

Favoritism can take many forms.
Not only does it occur in a family
setting, it also exists between races,
ethnic groups, nations, or geograph-
ic regions within a nation. Discrimi-
nation is practiced relative to gen-
der, age, wealth, intelligence, power,
and physical appearance. It will
even rear its ugly head within a
church or denomination and be
totally justified by the ones most
guilty:.

A long time member of a
plateaued congregation became
quite upset when a new comer com-
plained about an impenetrable
clique in the church. “I have never
known of a clique in my church,” the
woman said. “Of course you
haven’t,” replied the other woman,
“you’re part of the clique!”

In the second chapter of his epis-
tle, James challenged his Jewish
Christian readers to treat everyone
with impartial love as they lived out
their faith in Jesus Christ. Doing
otherwise would completely disre-

Conform to

By Michael Julian

Focal Passage: Jeremiah 18:1-
12, 15-17

Have you ever -carefully
observed the intricate details and
contours of a magnificent sculp-
ture? A couple of years ago, my wife
and I visited an ice exhibit during
the Christmas season. The sculp-
tures were imaginatively ornate
and elaborate, even breathtaking. I
could envision the master crafts-
men laboring intensively over a
huge chunk of ice, all the while
driven by a vision of what he
aspired to create. The result of the
hard work and vision being an
immaculate spectacle for public dis-
play. This week we are confronted
with an indelible image that brings
insight and perspective into the
character of God.

As is becoming standard for
Jeremiah, the Word of the Lord
grips him and instructs him to
arise and go down to the potter’s
house. Upon arrival, Jeremiah will
receive the promised Word from the
Lord. Jeremiah approaches the pot-
ter's house and notices the potter is
hard at work. A pair of stone discs

“are whirling and twirling as the

potter shapes and crafts a lump of
clay. In that moment, Jeremiah
notices something out of the ordi-
nary. The vessel in the potter’s
hand is spoiled and marked by
some deformity, therefore the pot-
ter reconditions and reshapes the
vessel into something more suit-

gard Jesus’ teachings on love and
mercy.

Apparently James found out that
some believers in the church were
pretty deeply involved in the sin of
partiality. Hoping for personal gain,
they favored the rich and powerful
over the poor who could do nothing
for them because they had neither
wealth nor influence. He illustrated
his concern with what could have
been a true story.

One day a rich man, dressed in
expensive clothes, came to church
and was ushered to the best seat in
the house while a poor man in dirty
garments was told to sit on the
floor. James accused those who so
blatantly favored the one and so
wrongfully discriminated against
the other of being evil thinking
judges of their fellow man.

He then reminded his brothers
in Christ that God had a special
place in His heart for poor, humble
believers whose simple trust
enabled them to be rich in their
faith and heirs of the kingdom.
James also pointed out how foolish
it was for them to fawn over the
rich and powerful since they fre-
quently oppressed Christians in
the courts and spoke against their
Savior.

According to James, the antidote
for favoritism was to obey the Scrip-
ture’s royal law, which commanded
that they first love God supremely
and then, that they love every
neighbor as they loved themselves
(Leviticus 19:18 and Matthew
22:37-40). Keeping the royal law
was positive because it encom-

Bible teaching

Sunday School Lesson
Family Bible Series
April 10

passed the whole law, but showing
favoritism was negative because it
violated the whole law. Consequent-
ly to claim that they loved God with
all their heart, mind, and soul and
then consistently snub those Christ
dearly loved and died to redeem
was the height of hypocrisy.

The challenge James issued to
those who so desperately needed to
love others impartially was for them
to talk and act with the clear under-
standing that God would judge them
by the law of liberty or freedom.
That law was the gospel of Jesus
Christ, which freed people from
their sin to enjoy life in the loving
presence of God. Those who chose
not to love others as Christ loved
them had set themselves up as mer-
ciless judges destined to dwell in
spiritual bondage. Perhaps that
bondage was God’s chastisement for
the terrible sin of accepting some
into their lives while rejecting oth-
ers.
The sin of partiality is very
deceptive. It can slip quickly into
the lives of even the most devoted
Christians. Peter and Barnabas are
two examples of that fact in Gala-
tians 2:11-14. So purpose to obey
the royal law and always let mercy
triumph over judgment. O — Seg-
rest is the eastern regional vice pres-
ident of Tennessee Baptist Children’s
Homes. He lives in Chattanooga.

the Lord’s purpose

able and pleasing to the potter.

With this abiding image burning
in his mind and eye, Jeremiah
receives the Word of the Lord. He
shall proclaim the message of God’s
sovereignty to the people of Judah.
Just as the potter handles his clay,
so the Lord desires to handle His
people. God wants us to be plhiable
in His hand. He yearns for broken
and contrite spirits, which He will
not despise. We shall be conformed
to the image and likeness of Christ,
if we will be as clay in His master-
ful working hands. Instead of com-
plaining about restrictions on
human freedom, we should be
announcing the independence of
dependence upon God. Yield to His
will and be conformed to the Lord’s
purpose.

The Word of the Lord continues
as He juxtaposes two conditional
statements. The verses above cou-
pled with the following verses offer
a fabulous view of God’s character.
When prophets of God announced
potential judgment on God’s people
or surrounding nations, a common
understanding pervaded the pro-
nouncement. The Lord may speak
of His intention to destroy or uproot
a nation, but if the people would
heed God’s Word and repent of their
evil ways, God would relent from
the pronounced calamity. God is not
being double-tongued nor is He fail-
ing to follow through on His Word,
because the promise to relent
accompanies the message of the
prophet. The story of Jonah and

Sunday School Lesson
Explore the Bible
April 10

Nineveh is an excellent example.
Likewise, God’s Word to plant and
build a nation is conditional upon
the people’s obedience. The nation
of Israel and Judah presumed upon
God’s grace and mercy. They failed
to understand their safety and con-
tinuance in the land of promise
hinged on covenant faithfulness to
the Lord. The blessing and cursing
of Moses in Deuteronomy 28 stands
as an obvious example. In these
things we see God’s mercy, grace,
sovereignty, and judgment. God is
incredibly patient with His people,
but God will not be mocked or
abused either.

Jeremiah concludes his dis-
course with these words from the
Lord. For my people have forgotten
me. May it never be that God would
say that of His bride today. I fear
that we have flirted with this world
for far too long. We have conformed
to our purposes, our agendas, and
our narcissistic patterns long
enough. The Lord fashioned a terri-
ble word for the people. He would
show them His back and not His
face. In other words, His presence
would be removed. Conform to the
Lord’s purpose practicing His pres-
ence daily. @ — Julian is minister of
youth and activities at First Baptist
Church, Mt. Pleasant.
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Deaths

¢ Marvin Oscar Way-
land, 98, retired minister of
Hohenwald died recently. He
was pastor of First Baptist
Church, Spring City, for 17
years, and pastor of other
churches in Middle Tennessee
and Kentucky. Wayland was a
graduate of Union University,
Jackson; and Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louis-
ville, Ky.

Leaders

¢ Wayne Foropoulos of

Jackson, has been called as
interim pastor, Friendship
Baptist Church, Friendship.
He formerly was interim pas-
tor of Middlefork Road Baptist
Church, . Henderson, and
recently completed a second
term as a member of the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention
Executive Board.

¢ Ransom C. Hall, pastor,

Pigeon Valley Baptist Church,
Hartford, since 1996, will be
honored at the Ransom C. Hall
Appreciation Day on Saturday,
April 16 at the Cocke County
High School football stadium
at 2:30 p.m. Bluegrass Gospel
music will begin at 1:45 p.m.
He also has served as pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church, Bat
Harbor, 1962-66; Shady Grove
Baptist Church, Newport,
1966-72; and Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church, Newport,
1973-95. Honoring Hall will be
U.S. Congressman Bill Jenk-
ins; State Representative
Eddie Yokely; Roland Dykes
Jr., mayor of Newport; Illif
McMahan dJr., Cocke County
executive; Fred Cagle, pastor,
Pleasant Grove  Baptist
Church; and Michael Brooks,
director of missions, East Ten-
nessee Baptist Association,

based in Newport.

¢ Mark Stinnett, pastor,
New  Middleton  Baptist
Church, Gordonsville, was
called as director of missions,
New Salem Baptist Associa-
tion, based in Carthage, effec-
tive April 1. Stinnett will serve
the association in a bivocation-
al capacity and continue to
serve his church. He is a for-
mer member of the Executive
Board of the Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention.

¢ Mike Day, vice presi-
dent, strategic initiatives,
North American Mission
Board, Alpharetta, Ga., has
been called as director of mis-
sions, Mid-South Baptist Asso-
ciation, based in Memphis,
effective May 1. Day has
served at NAMB since 1997.
He was executive vice presi-
dent, Brotherhood Commis-
sion, where he served from
1985-97. He also was minister
to youth, Westwood Baptist
Church, Cleveland; associate
pastor, Haywood Hills Baptist
Church, Nashville; pastor of a
church in Shepherdsville, Ky.
Day is a graduate of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary,
from which he earned a doctor
of ministry; and Belmont Uni-
versity, Nashville. He also has
served as interim pastor of
Raleigh Baptist Church, Mem-
phis; Faith Baptist Church,
Bartlett; Graceland Baptist
Church, Memphis; and a
church in Mississippi.

® Christian Women’s Job

Corps — Nashville is seeking a
full-time summer mission-
ary (19-22 years old) to serve
as a childcare provider and
children’s Bible study leader.
She also will assist mothers in
training, network with com-
munity resources, and do some
administrative tasks. Stipend

and housing is provided.
CWJC —Nashville is a nation-
al faith-based nonprofit agen-
cy which provides education,
training, and support to work-
ing, poor women and their
families. Send resume and ref-
erences to CWJC — Nashville,
P.O. Box 22388, Nashville, TN
37202-2388 or rday@CWJC-
Nashville. For more informa-
tion, call (615) 244-3669.

Churches

¢ First Baptist Church,
Bruceton, will hold revival
Sunday - Wednesday, April 24-
27. Lynn Walker will speak.
For more information contact
the church at fbcbruceton@-
tds.net or (731) 586-4212.

¢ Florence Baptist
Church, Murfreesboro, will
hold revival Sunday - Wednes-
day, April 10-13. Kevin Shrum,
pastor, Inglewood Baptist
Church, Nashville, and former
Tennessee Baptist Convention
president, will speak. For more
information, call the church at
(615) 907-4110.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Flintville, held revival Satur-
day - Tuesday, April 2-5. Mor-
ris Anderson, evangelist of
Maryville, spoke.

¢ Pleasant Grove Bap-
tist Church, Coalfield, will
host Jeff and Sheri Easter, a
Southern Gospel music group,
Sunday, May 1, at 6 p.m.
Jonathan Goodman of the
church will open the concert.
For more information, contact
Joni L. Keith at jl_keith@bell-
south.net or the church at
(865) 435-6167.

¢ First Baptist Church,

Monterey, will dedicate its
new Family Life Center Sun-

day, April 10, during its 10:55

a.m. worship service. Lun-
cheon will follow. For more
information, call the church at
(931) 839-2971.

4 First Baptist Church,
Livingston, will continue a
revival Sunday - Wednesday,
April 17-20 which was begun
last September. The revival
was canceled because of the
deaths of two members In a
car accident. Morris Anderson,
evangelist of Maryville, will
return to speak and Gilbert
Aldridge, minister of music,
will lead the music. For more
information, contact Don
Cobb, pastor, at dlcobb@fbcliv-
ingston.com or call the church
at (931) 823-2096.

¢ Point Pleasant Baptist
Church, Paris Landing, will
present “The Living Pictures
of Jesus,” formerly “The Living
Pictures of Easter,” on Thurs-
day - Saturday, May 5-7. The
presentation includes scenes,
actors, and narration which
are viewed by wvisitors from
trolleys. In 2004 over 1,200
attended and in 2003 1,600
visited despite inclement
weather. Scenes are changed
each year. Buses and vans are
welcome. For more informa-
tion, call Larry Dukes, pastor,
at (731) 641-6450.

® The lowa Mission Team

of Miracle Baptist Church,
LaVergne, will hold a
fundraiser Saturday, April 9,
from 5-8 p.m. at the LaVergne
Middle School. A dinner, con-

cert, and silent auction will be
held. For more information,
contact Mike Slinker at (615)
793-5448.

Associations

¢ The Hamilton County
Baptist Association, based

For Baptist and Reflector
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of 17 people from seven

THE TEAM INCLUDED, from left, first row sitting, Ana L
ster; Carma Brewster; Alyssa McPeek; Robb Atwell; Larry Kirkland; second
row kneeling, Nikki.Hellard; David Carr; Jean Rankin; Edith McPeek; Carl
McPeek; back row standing, Brian Jordan; Anita Clayton; Jim Clayton; IMB
missionary Jamie Lynn; Syivia Atwell; and Bob Atwell, director of missions,
Loudon County Baptist Association.

Association feam reaches ouf fo Muslims in Paris, France

churches in Loudon County

Baptist Association based

LENOIR CITY — A team here served in Paris, France,
March 18-25.

They worked with Tony
and Jamie Lynn, missionaries
of the International Mission
Board. The Tennesseans dis-

- = ™

ea Atwell: Erica Brew-

tributed more
than 400 copies

of the “Jesus”
movie video to

TenneScene

West African Muslims. The
videos were produced in three
languages. :

The volunteers also paint-
ed the inside of The
Telegraphe Church, which
has members who are native
to the country. O

TENNESSEANS with help from Steve Springer,
right, IMB missionary and translator, give a
West African man a “Jesus” video in his native
language. The Tennesseans are, from left, Anita
Clayton, Dixie Lee Baptist Church, Lenoir City,
and Larry Kirkland, Blairland Baptist Church,
Loudon.

in Chattanooga, and Mor:
Hill Baptist Church, Ch

-tanooga, will hold the coni

ence, “Evangelism: The Wi
of the Church,” on Mond
April 18, at the church. Spe
ers include John Yarbrough
the North American Miss
Board; Rodney Keith, evang
ist of Jacksonville, Fla.; R
nie Hill, evangelist of Dall
Texas; Larry Frick, missic
director, Woodland Park B;
tist Church, Chattanog
Eddie McBroom, minister
students, Bayside ﬁapt
Church, Harrison: “Ri
Markum, music director, M
ris Hill Baptist Church; Ste
Shoemaker, minister of w
ship, Silverdale Bapt
Church, Chattanooga; a
Jerry Essary of the Tenness
Baptist Convention staff. P
forming and speaking in t
evening are Yarbrough a
Chris McDaniel formerly
the Confederate Railroad. F
more information, conte
Morris Hill Church at geoj
dl@bellsouth.net or (423) 8¢
2071.

Schools

¢ Emory Quince, a seni
at Carson-Newman Colleg
Jeffersg
City,
Knoxvill
took fir:
place at tl
Nation:
Associatic
Teachers
. Singin
(NATS) St
dent Auc

tions held at Southern Ba)

tist Theological Seminary
Louisville, Ky. He is a stude
of C-N voice professor Ar
Jones, who chairs the instit
tion’s vocal division. Quince
a tenor and music educatit

major. Quince was one of 2|

college students from Te
nessee and Kentucky wi
competed in the March 18-]

'NATS auditions.

¢ William H. Noah,
physician and founder of ti
traveling museum exhibitio
“Ink & Blood: Dead Sea Scrol
to the English Bible,” wi
deliver a chapel address i
Carson-Newman Colleg
Jefferson City, Tuggday, Apr
12, at 9:30 a.m. The servit
will be held at First Bapty
Church, Jefferson City. TF
service is open to the publi
The exhibit is being shown {
the Knoxville Convention Cét
ter through April 17, Noah i
bring a pair of artifacts whi¢
are not included in the publ
display — an 18th centur
Torah scroll, and a second &
tion of the 1611 King Jamé
Bible. For more informat

frob

about the service, contact g |

school at (865) 471-4000.




