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SliTS raises 
$ J 6. 9 million 
Baptist Press 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. -
Southeastern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary's capital fundrais­
ing campaign "Scholarship on 
Fire!" has exceeded its first­
phase goal, with more than 
$16.9 million in gifts and 
pledges received. 

Southeastern's board of 
trustees heard that positive 
report, among others, during 
their April 11-12 meeting on 
Southeastern's campus here. 

A significant portion of the 
money of the first phase of 
"Scholarship on Fire!" will be 
used to fund the construction of 
the Patterson Campus Center, a 
59,000-square-foot facility that 
will serve as the hub of campus 
life. The money also will be used 
for Southeastern's endowment 
and student scholarships. 

"Scholarship on Fire!" is a 10-
year, $50-million investment 
campaign that was approved by 
the trustees in 2002. 0 

Samford's Corts 
sets retirement 
Baptist Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. 
Thomas E. Corts has announced 
his retirement from the presi­
dency of Samford University 
here, a post he has held since 
1983. A search committee has 
.been appointed, and if they elect 
his successor before his stated 
retirement date of May 2006, he 
will step down earlier. 

Corts, 63, made his plans 
known during a joint meeting of 
Samford's board of trustees and 
board of overseers April 14 and 
then told a larger audience of stu­
dents, faculty, and staff, saying 
it's "time for fresh vision and new 
energy" in the president's office. 

When Corts assumed the 
presidency 22 years ago, Sam­
ford's endowment stood at $8 

I state news 

Union students take gospel· to Roman· 
By Justin Belsly 
Union University news office 

JACKSON - The Romanian children had · 
never colored pictures before. That sh~ocked 
Union University freshman Amelia Lewis. 

"As soon as we told them they could keep the 
pictures they had colored, they ran up to grab 
theirs because they had never had anything like 
that before," she said. 

That was one of Lewis' most vivid memories 
from the week she spent in Romania in late 
March. The Romanian trip was one of eight 
Global Outreach mission trips that took Union 
University students, faculty, and staff members 
all over the world for spring break. 

The Romania team members loaded the 
Union University vans on March 19 with many 
fears, but with the assurance of ~d with them. 
A majority of the students had never been over­
seas, and there was much anxiety. 

"I prepared for the trip through a lot of 
prayer," Lewis said. "I expected it to be a time 
where the Lord showed me how He works in 
other countries." . 

After arriving in Bucharest, Romania, the 
team traveled by bus for three hours to the city 
ofBraila, their home base· for the week. Each day 
presented new challenges as the mission team 
was driven to a new village to make house visits 
with the people of Romania. While many hoped 
to be able to bring the Romanian people to 
Christ, others understood ~d was in control. 

Freshman Cameron Armstrong knew it was 
important to P,lant seeds for ~d to harvest, but 
it was not his job to save the people of Romania. 

.. 

"People think a mi~ionary is supposed 
take Jesus into the world when the truth is t 
He is already there and at work," Armstr. 
said. "We really didn't have anything t.o o 
them except for Christ." 

Learning new things about the people 
Romania on a daily basis, the team quic 
understood the majority of the people had gro 
up in the Romanian Orthodox chu.xch. Man3 
the team encountered resistance because of 
set ways and fears of the Romanian peoJ)l~ 

Armstrong said he was humbled by the nee -of the people in Romania, but quickly re'"alize. 
was A.nlericans who have the most nee 
Although the people there own very little, Ar 
strong realized many have more than they COl 

ever want with their passion for Christ. 
"It's so amazing how content the people 1 

there because although they have nothing, tt 
have Jesus," Armstrong said. "It was amazing 
me that because some of them have JeE 
Christ, they are so motivated to snare the goS) 

'With others." 
Lewis said although it would have been ph: 

ically impossible for the team to meet the neE 

of the Romanian people, the one hope she cot 
give them was Christ. Even still, Lewis said it 
hard for the Romanians to look past the ho1 
lessness that follows them. She said altho~ 
~d has laid His hands upon the world, Satan 
working just as hard. 

"That compels me and it should compel othe 
to spread the word of Christ," Lewis said. "TT 
whole point of missions is so that others can we 
ship ~d, so we should go in hopes that othe 
will worship the Lord-along with us." 0 

,million and today it has grown 
to $258 million. Also, more than 
30 new buildings have been con­
~tructed on the campus and 
Corts has s'igned and presented 
more than 17,000 di"Qlomas. 0 

invalid and refusing to take up 
the issue of civil unions. 

tlm::licey;1ses, which num 
more than 3,000. They 
re~sted that same-sex "'m 
riage" be legalized statewide. 

---... -
Oregon justites 
invalidate same· 
s~x 1marriages' 
Baptist Press 

HARTFORD, Conn. - The 
Oregon Supreme Court handed 
pro-family leaders in the state a 
clear victory April 14, ruling 
that mar.riage-.licenses issued to 
same-sex couples· last year are 

The court's 7-0 decision came 
one day after the Conneeticut 
House gave homosexual couples in 
that state a watered-down victory, 
passing a bill legalizing civil 
unions- but not before amending 
it to define marriage as between 
one man and ane woman. 

The Oregon case began in 
March 2004 when Multnomah 
County- the state's most popu­
lous county - began issuing 
marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples. But the state refused to 
recognize them and said they 
were invalid. Liberal and homo­
sexual activist groups then sued 
the state, seeking recognition of 

Prayer ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

i\ccording to the survE 
final results, the top 10 
were: 

(1) Prayer: The need for 
ongoing, passionate 
both personal and church 

(2) Discipleship: The n~u1 
involvement of every oeJOJev~ 
being continually 
into the image of Christ. 

(3) Leadership: The need 
clear, biblical vision and 
tion by church leaders. 

Album featuring Knoxville church choir ••• 
( 4) Evangelism: The aeetj 

_ among Christians in ne11'1 

sharing of the gospel. 
- CoAtinued from page 1 

His songs are "easy to sing 
and they Feally speak to peaple 
where they are," said Brockel­
man. 

On the album is the song, 
"Amazing Grace," which in­
cludes the following lyrics -
"Amazing grace brought hope 
forever, all sin erased, remem­
bered never; I live again 
because He took my place, 
thanks to Calvary, and amazing 
grace." 

The album, "Closer," also has 
a song about the first time 
Davis visited Grace. 

Brockelman said the 
church's worship ministry 
includes a full orchestra, band 
and media ministry. All of the 
groups are made up of members 
of the church who are volun­
teers. The choir is smaller dur­
ing a Sunday morning worship 

service because most members 
attend only one of the church's 
two services. Grace draws a 
total of about 2,200 to both 
Sunday morning worship serv­

Ices. 
Brockelman 

said the 
church's wor­
ship ministry 
has been an 
important part 
of the church's 
services during 

BROCKELMAN the past three 
years he has 

served the church. And God is 
working in the lives of the 
members of the worship min­
istry. He has seen members 
saved during a choir rehearsal, 
he said. 

"His (God's) spirit is moving 
in such a way that we can't take 
the credit for it and we can't 

explain it, but we know who it 
is," he said. 

Worship leaders can learn 
music and be very proficient 
mus1c1ans, singers, and per­
formers, but if they don't clear­
ly communicate the gospel, 
they aren't doing their job, he 
said. And if they aren't commu­
nicating "what the heart says to 
the Lord," they aren't leading 
worship. 

He noted the Bible teaches 
that singers and musicians are 
to lead marches, battles, and 
worship. 

~If we cannot communicate 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, why 
does anybody want what we 
have?" asked Brockelman. 

Referring to the choir and 
other worship leaders of Grace, 
he said, "We do not need awards 
to give praise and honor to the 
Lord." a 

(5) Doctrine/Worldview: 
growing pressure to cmnpiro 
principles to make truths 
palatable to an audience. 
widening influence of 
anti-Christian culture and 
tive influences on the ~nnrc 

(6) Apathy: The peeming 
of personal interest, 
and enthusiasm from the 
for the work of the church. 

(7) Marriage: The 
effects on families that 
from divorce, adultery, etc. 

(8) Relevance: The 
inability of the church to 
questions one has Jiving 
"real world." 

(9) Homosexuality: The 
social pressure to accept 
sex behavior and relati 

(10) Abortion: The 
lack of an effective res:pcm 
30-plus years of legalized 
tion. a 
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~nily l(le: i$ no 1 fltree-ltour cru:ise, I says rBC's Ranlcin 
Wilkey 

Reflector 
· 1 · ·· .Some children live with a dif-. ~ . '""\- ':";. ~- ... . ...: s'' '· . ferent parent every other week-

URG - Bor,f{)w­
line from the old Gilli­

Island television show of 
1960s, Tony Rankin 

uu••u WMU members that 
life today is "aot a three-

cruise." 
compared family life 

to the S.S. Minnow, the 
of .the castaways which 

tossed and beached by a 
I . 

a: 
'rumlies will face some 
n moments," said Rankin, 
ly ministry specialist in 
Jhurch Growth Strategies 
p of the Tennes~ee Baptist 
ention. 
tnkin led seminars on 

•...LU.•c;::o in Crisis" during the 
t Missions Get-Together 
here by Tennessee Wo-
Missionary Union. 

~""· ..... cited eight crises fac­
~iles today. 
Qhanging structure of the 
. In the last 20 years, 

ce has quadrupled. 
udless of how you feel 
; divorce, it is impacting 
ies," said Rankin, who also 
priva~ counseling prac­

n Nashville. 
cildren are affected dra­
:ally by divorce, he noted. 

end and in some cases every 
other day, he said. 

He also noted a new situa­
tion emerging today is more 
and more cHildren are being 
raised by same-sex parents. 
"We have to figure out how to 
respond to families with two 
'dads' or two 'moms,' " he said. 

"It's a big deal for a kid in 
the fourth grade when his 
classmates don't understand 
when he says he has two dads 
or two moms," Rankin related. 

(2) Struggle for moral purity. 
"We no longer have a dividing 
line between right and wrong," 
he observed. 

What was wrong 20 years 
ago may not be wrong today, 
Rankin continued. "If we want 
to bring our families where 
they used to be with God, we 

· have to come back to what is 
right and wrong." 

(3) Impact of pornography 
and sexual material. "We have 
a crisis with pornographic 
material," he said. He urged 
WMU members to tackle this 
issue with prayer. 

( 4) Increase of emotional 
issues. Rankin noted that Life­
Way Christian Resources has 
been keeping track of issues 
dealt with by kids who attend 

nessee law-makers 
tougher divorce lay,s 

- In an 
to strengthen the insti­

.on of marriage, two law­
lters in Tennessee have 
posed a bill to allow spous­

.liTnn have been cheated on, 
or abandoned to 

~ive more than half of the 
assets rather than the 
50 percent. 
Republicans, part of a 

r majority in the ~tate Sen­
introduced the bill, which 
· gaining bipartisan 

rv._..... according to The. Thn-
~ean newspaper. 

hope is that we will be 
! to reintroduce some teeth 
l the divorce law and dis­
rage some of the more 
~gious behaviors that lead 
he breakup of marriages 

the destruction of chil-
1 that they leave in their 
:e; Sen. David Fowler, a 
lSor of the bill, said. 
~ome say it's ironic that 
.eone who fails to keep a 
iness contract can be 
rired to pay damages but a 
.1Se who violates a mar­
:-e contract is not held 
•untable, The Tennessean 
>rted. 
Jnder the law, a spouse 
ld have to present clear 
convincing evidence that 

the other partner committed 
adultery, abuse, or abandon­
ment in the year before the 
divorce was filed, and the per­
son claiming to be the victim 
cannot be guilty of the same 
behavion 

"The institution of mar­
riage has been diminished 
and it is not taken as serious­
ly as it ought to be taken," 
Fowler said. "There are no 
longer any repercussions for 
entering into a marriage 
lightly and not working to 
maintain the marriage." 

Tennessee's divorce rate 
ranked third in the nation in 
1999 and 2000, and in 20(!)1 it 
moved to nmth place - still 
far too high for some lawmak­
ers. 

But the proposed law is 
receiVIng some negative 
attention as well; mainly from 
attorneys who say the divorce 
process already is complicated 
enough. 

"Our viewpoint is that 
these are already difficult 
enough situations and 
already lots of emotions 
involved and lots of feelings 
involved, and the more of 
these kinds of opportunities 
for disputes, then the more 
messy it's going to be," Allan 
Ramsaur, ex.ecutive director of 
the Tennessee Bar Associa,. 
tion, told The Tennessean. 0 

TONY RANKIN of the Tennessee Baptist Convention staff spoke 
recently to Woman's Missionary Union members from across the 
state about families in crisis. 

their summer camps. "Last year 
the number three cause for cri-
sis calls were the emotional 
calls of teenagers which includ­
ed some who wanted to kill 
themselves the week before 
camp," he said. 

(5) Emotional response is 
more intense. The experience of 
frustration, anger, resentment, 
and fear seems to intensify 
their emotional crisis, Rankin 
said. 

(6) Decrease of family 
togetherness. The average fam-

ily today eats meals together on 
average two to three times a 
week, Rankin said, adding that 
10 percent of all family meals 
are purchased at McDonald's. 

"We are not talking or pray­
ing with our families as we 
should." 

(7) Disrespect for authority 
and for rules. "No longer does a 
red light mean stop," Rankin 
said. In addition there is a bla­
tant disrespect for people, he 
observed. 

(8) Fear of breaking our chil-

dren. "We've gotten away from 
disciplining our children 
because we are afraid they will 
break," he said. 

Rankin reminded conference 
participants that ''we shouldn't 
be surprised as families when 
crises happen. They will hap­
pen,'' he said. 

He related the story of Jesus 
asleep on the fishing boat in 
Mark 4:35-41 as a storm raged. 

When awakened by His dis­
ciples, Jesus didn't minimize 
the problerp., He just reminded 
them it was rain and thunder. 

"Sometimes our problem is 
just noise. The crisis will pass. 
God has told us He will be with 
us during the storms," Rankin 
said. 

He reminded them of the 
promise Jesus made to the dis­
ciples, "You will not go under." 

Jesus provided that peace to 
His disciples and He provides it 

. today, Rankin said. 
The family crisis specialist 

encouraged WMU members to 
realize there will be families in 
their congregations who will 
face crises and he urged them 
to be friends to them and to 
help them know where to get 
help if needed. 

"If you don't know what to 
say, find someone who can," he 
suggested. 0 

Crossover to include event for llilcers 
By Linda Lawson 
Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - On Satur­
day afternoon, June 18, hun­
dreds of motorcyclists will rev 
the engines of their bikes, 
depart from The Coliseum in a 
parade around downtown 
Nashville, and arrive at River­
front Park to drop off toys for 
children, enjoy a country music 
concert, and hear the gospel 
presented. 

The activities are all part of 
"The Gathering" being held for 
the first time in connection 
with Crossover 2005, a mas­
sive pre~Southern Baptist 
Convention evangelism 
thrust covering a 40-mile 
radius of the greater 
Nashville area. The Gath­
ering had a trial run in 
Muncie, Ind., in 2004, co-spon­
sored by 11 Baptist associa­
tions and F.A.I.T.H. Riders, a 
ministry of First Baptist 
Church at the Mall, Lakeland, 
Fla. The event was embraced 
as a Crossover event for 2005. 

"We're looking for between 
500 and 1,000 bikes. We're 
doing something bikers love, 
said Dave McCJamma, associ­
ate pastor for pastoral care 
and senioF adults at FBC at 
the Mall. He also rides a 
motorcycle and serves as staff 
liaison for F.A.I. T.H. Riders. He 
noted that motorcyclists are 
especially drawn to charity 

events involving causes for 
children and veterans. 

Toys collected at The Gath­
ering will be distributed to 
children in. hospitals and can­
cer and burn centers in the 
greater Nashville area. 

'We want to make The Gath- ' 
ering a dynamic event in the 
city of Nashville as part of 
Crossover," McClamma said. 
"This is another vehicle to 
enhance the vision of 
Crossover. Our greatest desire 
is to see people come to Christ." 

Crossover began in 1989 
prior to the SBC annual meet­
ing in Las Vegas and has been 

held annually in SBC cities. 
Crossover 2005 is sponsored by 
the SBC North American Mis­
sion Board, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, and seven area 
Baptist associations. 

While some details of the 3 
p.m. event remain to be final­
ized, including the name of the 
country music artist who will 
present the concert, McClam­
ma said The Gathering will 
include drawings for prize 
giveaways, free bike photos, 
and free food. 

He said promotional infor­
mation. about The Gathering 
has been sent to motorcycle 
businesses in the greater 

Nashville area and other cities. 
Also, radio announcements 
will be utilized, along with 
Qther biker networks. 

McClamma said F.A.I. T.H. 
Riders began as a church min­
istry in 2002. To date, 173 per­
sons have prayed to receive 
Christ and approximately 70 
have been baptized. The 
church provides bike parking 
on Sunday mornings when 
approximately 100 gather for 
Bible study in a room that was 
once the garden center of a 
Montgomery Ward store. 

As F.A.I. T.H. Riders has 
become an established min­

istry, chapters have b~en 
added in Greencastle, Ind., 
and in Daytona, Auburn­
dale, Brandon, and Tampa, 
Fla. Additional chapters 

are expected to be added soon 
in Alabama, Tennessee, and 
fl1inois. 

More information about The 
Gathering is available at the 
F.A.I. T.H. Riders web site, 
www.faith-riders.com. While 
the event is free, McClamma 
urged riders to register on the 
web site to enable planners to 
accommodate all who partici­
pate. 

He requested prayer for 
The Gathering, for the safety 
of the bikers riding to 
Nashville, for the safety of the 
toy ride, and that many will 
accept Christ as their Savior 
through the event. CJ 
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Age-old dilemma taking responsibility for one's acti 

families 
rna ter 

By Paul Barkley 

I want to jump off into some 
deep water today that has 
plagued psychologists and the­
ologians for centuries. 

In theology the subject has 
emerged as law vs. grace or 
legalism vs. license. In psycholo­
gy it has shown up as responsi­
bility vs. determinism. Long ago 
Aristotle and Plato introduced 
the debate of nature vs. nurture. 
What drives man to act and 
think as he does? 

One side sees the innate, 
inborn drives that God created 
in us. The other side sees the 
environmental influences of liv­
ing in a fallen world and impact-

ed by the fallen people and es. "I can't help it. I was raised bility that God held Adam and 
prince of darkness of this age. in a dysfunctional family." Eve accountable for their own 
The theologians are divided "That's just my personality, I choices. 
between Calvinism that leans can't help it." "I am only a vic- While I recognize the strong 
toward the sovereignty of God tim." influence that our genetic 
and the predestination of man In dealing with parents in my endowment exerts in our clevel­
and Arminianism, which leans churches who had children make opment, I cannot dismiss one's 
toward free will and ultimately bad choices and wind up in seri- responsible choice. One would 
a form of humanism. ous trouble, people would come be a fool to deny the influence of 

In dealing with my clients to me to try to figure out where environment on behavior. But I 
who are so immersed in our cul- they went wrong and what they would still argue for responsibil­
ture, I constantly fight the idea did to cause the child's bad ity. I do not care how poor you 
that we are all somehow victims behavior. I would usually tell were raised. You are not excused 
of our genetic endowment or our them that I knew of only one for robbing the bank. I don't care 
environmental influence. They perfect parent and He had two how many blood family mem­
then hear some preacher talk perfect children that He placed bers were alcoholics. You are not 
about the total depravity of man in a perfect environment. They condemned to alcoholism. 
and adopt the attitude of Adam. still made bad choices and had to It is my considered opinion 
It's not my fault, God; it's that face the bad consequences of that when personal choice and 
woman you gave me (as though those choices. Did Adam and Eve responsibility are taken out of 
it is ultimately God's fault for sin because God made them the equation, one will always 
making us the way that He did). imperfectly vulnerable to sin? Or come up with the wrong answer 
It appears that man has always did He place them in a flawed when one tries to determine 
sought an excuse to evade his environment that led to their whether behavior was caused by 
own responsibility for his choic- bad choices? Whether we are environment or endowment. 
es and actions. Psychology has Calvinist or Armenian, believe in This does not take either of 
played right into the hand of endowment or environment, we them out of consideration. It 
those who are looking for excus- have to recognize the responsi- only puts them in proper per-

specthre-. in consideratiOii 
personal responsibility. 

I would conclude by ir 
my reader to consider 
empowering this concept { 
It is only as I acknowled 
sin and ask God for forgi' 
that I can receive His f< 
ness and enter into the 
dant life that He desires 
His children. In my humru 

• • 
tionships, when I play- th 
tim, I give away my pov 
control my life to th6 peo 
my environment or th~ far 
origin. The more power 
away the less I have. 

As I take responsibilit 
become accountable fo~ 
actions, I can take credit f 
success as much as for m• • 
ure. I am no longer at the 
of fate, friends, family, or 
ism. I am free to be my choi 
God's help. 0 - Barkley is 
ciate professor of psychol 
religion at Baptist Colle! 
Health Sciences in Memphil 

Encourage teenagers to 1 remem1Jer wlto tltey are1 

By Carolyn R. Tomlin 

Whenever her teenage 
daughter leaves the house, my 
friend never fails to say: 
Remember who you are! 

"Sending her off with a hug 
and this simple phrase, I hope 
she'll remember my advice if 
temptation comes her way," says 
this wise mother. 

Today's teens live in a differ­
ent world than even a genera-

Maior flaws 
The reader (Letters to the 

Editor, April 6) who agrees with 
"our president that we should 
err on the side of life" brings up 
an interesting point. 

Why doesn't this p'hrase 
apply when talking about the 
death penalty, where it has been 
shown time and again that it is 
possible for innocent people to 
be condemned? I hope those who 
decry this "outrageous, heart­
less, and brutal act" (as one 
reader described Terri Schiavo's 
death) would continue in their 
fight for the sanctity of life, and 
to recognize that all lives are 
worth saving, not just the ones 
who are easy to love. 

To be a supporter of "right to 
life," but also support state 
killing is hypocritical, doesn't 
make sense, and has maJor 
flaws in logic. 

And to the pastor who railed 
against our judiciary, please do 
not blame the judges. Attacking 
them personally breeds more 
baseless, uninformed hatred, 

tion ago. Drugs, alcohol, sexual­
ly transmitted diseases, terror­
ism, and numerous . other evils 
confront today's youth. Adver­
tisements show beautiful girls 
and handsome boys who made 
these choices as ''living the good 
life." Numerous friends, all good­
looking and dressed in the latest 
fashions, stand nearby. However 
they fail to show the despair, 
hopelessness, and lost opportu-
nities of ruined lives. . 

Why should we, as parents, 
remind our children to "do 
what's right, to hold steadfast to 
Christian teachings, and to 
always listen to that inner 
voice? It's because ... 

(1) You are made in the image 

which as we have seen recently 
can lead to senseless violence 
against innocent civil servants 
and bystanders. Judges are just 
doing their jobs, interpreting 
and upholding the laws that 
were made by others, their per­
sonal feelings aside - the same 
as when they uphold the death 
penalty. 

Suzanne Craig Robertson 
Nashville 37221 

Another viewpoint 
I read with much interest 

about all the good that Pope 
John Paul II did during his 
re1gn as Pontiff over the 
Catholic church ("Remembering 
the pope - a Baptist perspec­
tive," B&R, April 13 issue). 

However, in all of his televi­
sion, radio, and personal appear­
ances, he never one time pre­
sented the plan of salvation, 
whereby all humanity must 
repent and believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the one and only 
way to God. our heavenly 
Father. 

of God. You are wonderfully and 
glorious made. By remembering 
who you are, you validate your­
self as a child of God. Genesis 
1:27 says, "So , God created man 
in his own image, in the image of 
God created he him; male and 
female created he them." 

(2) You have a family that 
loves you. Watching your.. chil­
dren grow up, you prayed for 
them, asking God to guide them 
and keep them safe. Wise par­
ents realize their childre:n 
belong to God; they are only 
ours to nurture and love for a 
brief period. 

(3) You have supportive 
friends. Children who attend 
church as a family benefit from 

With all the love, respect, and 
reverence that the pope had 
earned from people of every 
walk of life, he could have won 
millions to Christ! , 

As a Baptist, this is the way I 
see it from my point of view. 

H.C. Vaughn 
Kingsport 37660 

Supports effort 
The easiest way to squelch a 

newspaper is also the simplest 
-starve it to death. 

Critics of a free press often 
think of the paper as a danger to 
the critics' ideas and beliefs -
political and/or religious. Almost 
all state Baptist newspapers 
have paltry support from grass­
roots, and often from leaders. 

The same critics may fear a 
free state newspaper. Most of 
them are in an ongoing struggle 
for income. Baptist state conven­
tions often have too many 
mouths to feed, too many pro­
grams, and ministries to support. 

A few state Baptist conven­
tions are blessed with newspa-

making friends from different 
age groups. Perhaps younger 
children see your offspring as 
role models. Their peers seek 
them out whe:n problems arise in 
their lives and homes. And sen-:. 
ior adults look forward to teens 
that take time for conversation. 
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) 
advised people to make friends 
throughout life by saying, "If a 
man does not make new 
acquaintances as he advances 
through life, he will soon find 
himself alone. A man should 
keep his friendships in constant 
repair." Ralph Waldo Emerson 
(1803-1882) said, "The only way 
to have a friend is to be one." 

(4) You have a great future. 

pers - who are strengthened 
financially with endowment 
funds. As a former editor for 
three conventions, the last being 
Tennessee, I strongly support 
the recent establisliinent of an 
endowment for ow own Baptist 
and Reflector. 

W m. Fletcher Allen 
Frank1in 37064 

It's in the heart 
On April 13 I received my 

weekly copy of the B&R. As I 
scanned through it, I came 
across the letters to the editor 
and one in particular caught my 
eye. It concerned music during 
worship. 

As a bivocational, part-time 
youth minister, I have seen first­
hand how spiritual and worship­
ful contemporary Christian 
music, or praise music, or what­
ever you want to call it, has 
impacted our younger genera­
tion, my own three daughters 
included. 

I am turning 41 this week 
and have been in church since I 

There is nothing you can 
God has blessed you with a 
mind and a healthy 
Because you have beE 
re~onsible student, y 
focusing on either a job-re 
career or post-secondary e 
tiait. Regardless of what 
you choose, never allow yot 
~ase learning. 

Remembering who you 
can make a difference in VI 

you go, the friends you ch 
and the path you take --1 

only today, but all your ~ 
rows. 0 - Tomlin write: 
numerous Christian publica 
Her husband, Matt, is pasi 
Ward's Grove Baptist Ch 
Jackson. 

was old enough to rem 
My great grandfather, 
Hammons, preached throug 
Tennessee and Arkansas 
into his 90s and my dad, 
Ward, has pastored churche 
30 years, so I am well vei'Sj 
both the traditional and 
services of today. 

I could not have pt$ 
words what I read on 
when I opened my 
book. It summed up 
believe e~actly. It is all 
in our hearts thdt 
what is printed on the 
the hymnal or shown 
screen on the wall. 

I know my God 
and do not for a moment 
it was coincidence 
original opinion 
April 13 and a 
that was probably 
sometime in December 
ary, since I received it in 
ary, included thid as t.m"-1 

14 devotional . 

Fruitland Baptist 
Humboldt 
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lility. 
~~by' I 

onsider 

h~fl i, ~olnes to criticism iust R·E-A-C-T 
.....------ - ---=---, • · .. ,. · ' ·used to disco~age me. Then heart and was unwilling to let chances are best for a good out-

both well-me~g church members me become anything less than come on both sides of the pulpit. 
or friends wowd try to encour- my best. So I learned to listen to Pastors speak a lot, and 

of age me with comments like his heart instead of his words. they're liable both to mistakes 

11 .. these: "Not even Jesus pleased For over 50 years he loved me on their part and mishearing on 
e pu:.ptt everyone." Or, "Consider the with his life and actions. I the part of the congregation. 

10
1'2111 source"- meaning discount the buried Copper February 1, 2005 Gracious pastors learn to say 

By Johnnie Godwin 

rot long ago, I got a mild 
l!.lllll2~1 cism from the pew side of 

;>ulpit. After I ~ad preached, 
,,,,~".._ · member smiled as he 
·Qr,p.av asked, "Why don't you 

arQund. more when you. 
?" I wasn't offended at all 

simply replied, "Because it's 
::ny style." 
he man went on to say he 
~ preachers to move around 
n they preach. Some 
chers pace like a roaring 
Others move more like a 

pdog helping the Shepherd 
er the sheep. If a preacher 
,st a talking head without 

the gestures and eye con­
of a TV announcer, then 

, criticism may be justified. 
~ostly I say what I've got to 
vithout being a moving tar-
1 use_ my energy speaking 
tad of pacing. Still, my crit­
uld be right. Moving more 
t improve my preaching. 
~r ·way_ -=- on both sides of 
mlpit - we would all prof­

knowing how to react to 

What criticism is 
:'iticism usually refers to 
~g fault with someone's 
ivior, talk, or personhood. It 
af; when we don't match up 
1meone else's expectations 

ts. Yau see, most of us 
others to match our mold 

:1em. Though criticism can 
lry helpful·, we should deal 
it in light of Romans 12:2: 
't let the wodd around you 

you into its own mold, 
God remake you ... " (J. 

u ..... ~·.t-•o paraphrase). 
R-E-A-C-T 

~vertheless, I found early 
life and ministry that it's 

to adopt a positive pattern 
aling with criticism. When 
; a young pastor, criticism 

criticism because of the person - as he had gotten me to prom- they were wrong and apologize 
who gave it. ise to just last year. when they're wrong. When a 

I chose to take the path less Although I never heard any- well-recommended but erratic 
traveled in dealing with criti- one refer to "Saint Copper," I music group performed in one 
cism. I chose to R-E-A-C-T to it was confident God had made church, even some of the church 
(which I've taught as a seminar him one (Romans 1:7; Ephe- pillars got up and left. The next 
and may later put in book sians 2:19). So I thank God for ·Sunday, the pastor apologized 
form). The acronym stands for Saint Copper, who was one of and took responsibility for the 
this pattern in dealing with my best critics and best coach- fiasco. He said, "It was a mis-
criticism: (1) Receive it - take es. take that won't happen again, 
it in. (2) Evaluate it - includ- Pastors as critics but don't beat up on us for three 
ing counsel from others. (3) Sometime back, I wrote a col- years." Everyone laughed, and 
Accept your own evaluation - umn about being an interim the crisis was over. 
dismiss it or move to the next pastor. Afterward, I got an e- But some matters of hearing 
step. ( 4) Correct what needs mail with a smile on it from a and differences of interpreta­
changing. (5) Tell the critic widow whose husband has done tion aren't disposed of so easily. 
what you decided - with interims. She said she liked it Many church members are 

• appreciation whether you better when he was an interim hearing-impaired and don't 
accept or reject the criticism. because he was always in a understand the message when 

The source and motive of much better humor than when it is preached. But perfect hear­
criticism aren't as important as he was a pastor. I knew what ing doesn't mean perfect agree­
the validity or accuracy of criti- the woman meant; so do wives ment. Further, I've found that 
cism. Criticism challenges us to of pastors and interim pastors. some folks have excellent phys­
evaluate the status quo in our In a nutshell, it's a lot easier to ical hearing but are hard of lis­
lives and take advantage of be a grandparent than to be a tening. Because ofbiases, preoc­
opportunities to impro-ye. So parent. cupations, or whatever, they 
whether the critic is a friend, Pastors are called to be lov- don't really hear the message. 
foe, or one of the ''Neurotics in ing shepherds of the flock, but Yet, they tend to criticize it. 
the Church" (Revell, 1963), they're also called to preach the Some of these people are psy­
seize the opportunity to Word. Besides pastors' forma- chologically deaf. It's a job to 
improve instead of attacking tive discipling of teaching, their break through to them. 
the critic or defending yourself. calling necessarily includes the The art of being charitable 

What criticism may be corrective discipling of "rebuk- In dealing with criticism on 
Instead of faultfinding, criti- ing, correcting, and training in both sides of the pulpit, it's a 

cism may be coaching. In other righteousness" (II Timothy magnanimous, great-souled 
words, critics may see our 3:16, NIV). thing to practice the art of being 
unfulfilled potential and want In other words, pastors have charitable. Both pastor and peo­
to coach us toward that fulfill- a prophetic calling to be critics ple can learn to give each other 
ment. Copper Daugherty was at times. Ideally, they speak the the benefit of a doubt. They can 
that kind of person in my life. truth in love and reveal their learn not to sweat the sinall 
When I was 16, he became my caring hearts. When they stu.fl: avoid being easily both­
boss and took me under his preach on hell, it's with sadness ered, and be kind to one anoth­
wing as an employee and in rather than gladness. When er. 
every other area of life as well. they preach on repentance, it's My experiences pave caused 
But it wasn't easy for me. with good news rather than me to empathize with critics on 

Copper's mentorship was gleeful condemnation. Admit- both sides of the pulpit. And I 
like a blend of Bear Bryant and tedly, some pastors ~ much as do try to practice what I've just 
Vince Lombardi coaching a some parents - would do well written about dealing with crit­
young player. At first, my to lighten up and back off carp- icism. When a new pastor with 
teenage sensitivity was hurt, ing criticism and habitual nega- a new style came to one church 
and I was unhappy with my tivism. I was a member of, one of his 
critic. Gradually, though; I Criticism from the pew side critics sidled up to ask me if I 
learned Copper had a golden Pastors get a lot of criticism, agreed with the new pastor or 

both deserved and undeserved. not. I replied, "Well, I agree 
Since the makeup of most with him about 97 percent of 
churches is pretty diverse, it's the time. And, looking back on 
reasonably safe to assume that my own old sermons, that's 
the pastor won't match the more than I agree with myself." 
mold everybody in the church 'Nuff said. The critic left in 
envisions for him. But members silence. 
serve their pastors and their May we all avoid thinking 
churches best when they take too highly of ourselves 
their pastoral criticism first to (Romans 12:3). May we avoid 
God in prayer and then in per- the habit of criticizing others 
son to the pastor. and the negative results 

Mouthing and goss1pmg (Matthew 7:1). "Ifyou can't say 
about the pastor to others is something nice, don't say any­
destructive, unkind, and not in thing at all" is old counsel with 
keeping with. biblical counsel on good intent in it. 

"It was just a nightmare Elt.. and bes'ides 
tha~ business- meetings arenJt THAT bad ...... 

the matter. If criticism deals Perhaps the better state­
with more than the way the ment is, "If you can't say some­
pastor parts his hair, holds his thing constructive, don't say 
Bible, or pronounces words, it anything at all." Then, even in 
would be good to follo:w the coaching, let's speak the truth 
Priscilla-and-Aquila metb.od of in love. 0- Copyright 2005 by 
lovingly and personally talking Johnnie C. Godwin, who is open 
with that "Apollos" in private to coaching via johnniegod­
(see Acts 18:24-28). Then win@comcast.net 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Wrong models 
Sports fans have· been read­

ing a lot in the last few weeks 
about college athletes at the 
University ofTennessee who are 
running afoul of the law. 

And while I might want to 
poke fun at my UT friends, I can't. 
The University of South Carolina 
has had more than its share of 
athletes featured on police blot­
ters in the last few months. It is 
probably one of the few areas in 
the Southeastern Conference 
where we ''lead the league." 

But as students at other 
schools have made headlines, it 
is evident that the problem is 
not limited to just South Caroli-

. na or Tennessee. 
Why are our college athletes 

getting into trouble? 
One, we must remember they 

are still ''kids" and they are going · 
to make poor choices. Also 
remember that other non-ath­
letes are probably getting into 
just as much trouble. The pre­
med, pre-law, and other students 
just don't garner the publicity an 
athlete gets. Athletes are "put on 
a pedestal" and some cannot cope 
with the pressure that brings. 

Second, I suspect our college 
athletes are following some poor 
role models at the professional 
level. While there are some out­
standing professional· athletes 
who are positive role models, it 
seems that the bad ones always 
make the headlines. 

Just last week a well known 
NFL player told his team he 
wanted his . contract to be 
reworked because he was under­
paid compared to other players 
at his position. 

He may be. But he seems to 
forget that just last year he 
signed a seven-year contract that 
gave him more than $8 million 
"up front" in a signing bonus. 
Had he had a terrible year, that 
money was his regardless. 

But because he had a great 
year and boosted his team, he is 
not happy. He now wants more. 
Neve.r mind the fact he signed a 
contract. Greed overcomes 
integrity, at least for some people. 

With role models like that, is 
it little wonder that college ath­
letes are struggling? They are 
developing that same "it's all · · 
about me" ·attitude early. 

I fear this greed and lack of 
integrity and self control is sim­
ply a microcosm of society. We 
live in a society where "enough" 
is not enough. 

Christians and churches 
today have to continue to spread 
the message that money is not 
the important thing. Instead, the 
only thing that matters is a per­
sonal relationship with Jesus. 

If we say it loud and often 
enough, maybe people will final­
ly learn - even the athletes. 0 
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Says Cookeville pastor 

New program helps folks with addictions, .alSo hang-u, 
By Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector 

COOKEVILLE -Alcoholics 
Anonymous has helped thou­
sands of people. But now Chris­
tians have a better program for 
people with addictions, accord­
ing to a Cookeville pastor. The 
program is Celebrate Recovery 
and was developed by J ohn 
Baker of Saddleback Church , 
Lake Forest , Calif, who was an 
addict. 

Celebrate Recovery also will 
help people with other problems 
such as co-dependency, financial 
addictions and problems, sexual 
problems, eating addictions, 
anger problems, and others -
what the program calls habits, 
hang-ups, and hurts. 

Roger Payne, pastor, Miracle 
Mountain Baptist Church here, 
is thrilled. He has been waiting 
for a program like Celebrate 
Recovery for years, he said 
recent ly. 

Payne was addicted to drugs 
22 years ago. He became addict­
ed to pain killers after being 
burned during the Vietnam War. 
That led to his addiction to other 
drugs. But none of that excuses 
what he did, Payne is qU:ick to 
add. 

He said when AA was devel­
oped, it was developed by Chris­
tians and for years had a. ~hrist­
ian emphasis. In recent years, 
that emphasis has lessened, 
especially when used in govem-. 
ment programs, said Payne, who 
is familiar with AA although he 
never was a regular participant. 
He was released from his addic­
tions after becoming a Christian. 

Payne also has other prob­
lems with AA. It doesn't encour­
age accountability among par­
ticipants, he noted. For instance, 

AA teaches the addict be or she 
b as a disease which is incurable. 
If members have what they 
term a relapse, they are forgiven 
and given sympathy. 

'Til forgive you but rm not 
going to feel sorry for you," 
declared Payne. Actually, the 
addict who turns back to his 
addiction has sinned against God, 
not other people, added Payne. 

He believes the bottom line 
about using drugs and alcohol is 
that people choose to use them. 
But "through J esus," addicts can 
be "delivered; you're healed. You 
may struggle but there is an 
end." 

AA tells addict s that they 
will never be able to conquer 
their addiction. This also keeps 
the members so dependent on 
the program that it can become 
their god, said Payne. AA cer­
tainly does not make it clear 
that Jesus is ready and willing 
to help them. The program 
refers people to God as they 
understand Him, said Payne. 

In Celebrat e Recovery par­
ticipant s attend groups for a 
limited period of time. They deal 
with the future, rather than the 
past, which is the focus of AA 
members, explained Payne. 

Finally, the program is dif­
ferent because of the power of 
J esus in the lives of people, said 
Payne. And people need that. 
He noted that Cookeville and 
Putnam County are known for 
th e number of folks m aking 
metha mphetamine and for 
being addicted to it. As he min­
ist ers, he meets many oth er 
people addicted to prescription 
drugs, such as oxycont in, and 
many addict s who have been 
diagnosed with bipolar disease 
and given prescript ions for 
th at, which makes their prob-

1 2 steps of Celebrate Recovery 
1. We admitted we were powerless over our addictions and 

compulsive behaviors, that our lives had become unmanage­
able. - Romans 7:18 

2. Came to believe that a power greater than ourselves 
could restore us to sanity. - Philippians 2:13 

3 . Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to 
the care of God.- Romans 12:1 

4. Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of our­
selves. - Lamentations 3:40 

5. Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human 
being, the exact nature of our wrongs. -James 5:16a 

6. Were entirely ready to have God remove all these 
defects of character. - James 4:10 

7. Humbly asked Him to remove all our shortcomings. - I 
John 1:9 

8. Made a lis.t of all persons we had harmed and became 
willing to make amends to them all. - Luke 6:31 

9. Made direct amends to such people whenever possible, 
except when to do so would injure them or others. -
Matthew 5:23-24 

10. Continued to take personal inventory and when we 
were wrong, promptly admitted it. - I Corinthians 10:12 

11. Sought through prayer and meditation to improve our 
conscious contact with GGd, praying only for knowledge of His 
will for us and power to carry that out. - Colossians 3: 16a 

12. Having had a spiritual experience as the result of 
these steps, we tried to carry this message to others, and 
practice these principles in all our affairs. - Galatians 6:1 

- from Celebrate Recovery Books, © 2001-2004 

lems worse, he said. 
Celebrate Recovery can help 

them, said Payne. 
Payne also is excited about 

Celebr at e Recovery for folks 
whose "walk with J esus could be 
a lot stronger," he said. 

Hang ups, habits, or hurts 
can lead to denial and unfor­
giveness, said Payne. Celebrate 
Recovery provides biblical 
teaching and .then small groups 
where people can share experi­
ences with others who have sim­
ilar problems. 

The groups are "safe places," 
said Payne, in that members 
will pledge to keep the names of 
members anonymous and keep 
among the group what is shared 
in the group. This is also done in 
AA. 

Another similarity wit h AA is 
that Celebrate Recovery has 12 
steps. They are different from 
those of AA. in that they are bib­
lically based, explained Payne. 
Each step is based on a Bible 
verse, he added. 

"You may h ave something 
holding you back and you may 
think, if anyone ever found out 
I'm doomed," he told a group on 
Thursday night, March 31. The 
group was gathered at Stev..ens 
Street Baptist Church, Cooke­
ville, for a Celebrate Recovery 
Int roduction. Since then about 
20 people have been trained to 
lead CR groups. 

He referred to Hebrews 12:1, 
which calls people to give "it all 
to Jesus. Give Him -what you 
understand and what you don't 
understand and He will wider­
stand,'' said Payne. 

Also speaking that night were 

KIM WILLIAMS, youth director, Miracle Mountain Baptist Ct 
Cookeville, and trainer/teacher of the youth program of Celt 
Recovery, introduces the program to a group at Stevens • 
Baptist Church, Cookeville. 

ROGER PAYNE, right, pastor, Miracle Mountain Baptist Cl 
Cookeville, and trainer/teacher of the Celebrate RecoveJYpro, 
in Cookeville, visits with Duane Gra~s. pastor, The Rock Cor 
nity Church, Sparta; and Betty Newnam, a member of The 
Church, during a meeting on the program at Stevens Street 
tist Church, Cookeville. 

Kathy Payne, wife of Roger and a 
CR t rainer/teacher, and Kim 
Williams, youth director of Mira-

cle Mountain Church an 
youth trainer/teacher (see 
below). Cl 

CR teacher tells ho-w family addictions, 
failed marriage prepared her for minist., 
For Baptist and Reflector ''he hit me across the face," she In Cookeville with 

COOKEVILLE Kim 
Williams grew up in a home 
where her father and mother 
were addicts, fought physically, 
and the family had to move 
often because of financial woes. 

Her father, Roger Payne, now 
pastor, Miracle Mountain Bap­
tist Church here, became 
addicted to pain killers after he 
was burned during the Vietnam 
War. Then he became addicted 
to other drug.s. His wife, Kathy, 
became an alcoholic. 

Williams also saw her father 
undergo a spiritual transforma­
tion while she was an adoles­
cent. Payne immediately gave 
up -drugs and soon her mother 
gave up alcohol, Williams told a 
group gathered for a Celebrate 
Recovery Introduction meeting. 
The group met on Thursday, 
March 31, at Stevens Street 
Baptist Church here. 

But when she was a teenag­
er, Williams met a man who 
liked her even though she was 
"a little fat girl." When they had 
dated only a couple of times, 

recalled. Paynes, Williams began 
She "didn't drug or drink or ing at a company when 

hang out," said Williams, but started eaming a good s 
soon she married the man. which allowed her to pal 

Her husband began beating my own divorce," she 
her regularly, often every d~ proudly. 
and drinking alcohol "constant- At work she met , 
ly," she added. Williams, whom she even 

Her family tried to help her ly married. The couple 
and tried to influence her to been married for eight : 
leave him, but "I always came and are raising two ad• 
right back to him. I loved him," children who were their f 
said Williams. children. Kim now is a liet 

At one point in their mar- practical nurse. 
riage, she was supporting her- Of Vmce, WiJ)ieme said 
self, her husband, and many emotion, "In eight years 
members of her husband's fam- never hurt me and never 
ily who were living with them. called me a bad name." 
Then one ofher husband's beat- She believes her ~exrrpes'WII'iti 
ings caused her to miscarry a have prepared her to help) 
baby. Williams fina11y decided She is youth director at M 
to leave her husband. Mountain Church, Cook~ 

"'t was the hardest thing I and is helped often by VIDII 
ever had to do," she related. believes participation by 

Jesus helped her, she said, the 13-week youth 
because during the two weeks Celebrate Recovery 
following lier decision she them. The name of the 
earned her high school General is Life Hurl8, God J.l.,.. 

Equivalency Diploma and sold more on program in story 
nearly all of her possessiOns "' know what they 
except her car. she said of today' a teens. 
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TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENllON 

Your source for information and promotion of upcoming 
events sponsored by the Tennessee Baptist Convention 

2005 Camp Dates 

June 13-15 ............... Journey Mini Camp for Boys 
For boys 3rd-6th grade 
Cost $100 per camper 

June 15-17 ............... Journey Mini Camp for Girls 
For girls 3rd-6thth grade 
Cost $100 per person 

june 27 -July 1 .......... journey for Kids 
For boys and girls 3rd -6th grade 
Cost $195 per student, $150 per adult sponsor 

july 11-15 ................ Youth IMPACT 
For students 6th - 12th grade 
Cost $195 per student, $150 per adult sponsor 

july 22-24 ................ journey Mini Camp for Kids 
For boys and girls 3rd -6th grade 
Cost $1 00 per person 

july 25-29 ................ Mission IMPACT 
For students 6th - 12th grade 
Cost $195 per student, $150 per adult sponsor 

june 13-17 ............... All Nations Camp, linden Valley 
For ethnic children and youth ages 7-17 
Cost $75 per camper 

June 27 -July 1 ....... , ... Super Summer, Austin Peay State University 
8th grade - college freshmen 
Cost $200 for Early-Bird Registration 

*Grade levels are based on the student comrleting that 
grade level at the end of the 2004-05 schoo year. 

30th Anniversary of Special Friends Weekend Retreats, Linden 
Valley Baptist Conference Center- April 28-May 1; Carson Springs 
Baptist Conference Center - May 20-22. These retreats are for per­
sons with disabilities, their families, and persons involved in a special 
education ministry. Cosc $60.00 per person. For more details and 
registration information, contact Gene Nabi at 615.662.0327 or 
email: gnabi@mbapcisr.org. 

May 2-3 New Church Staff Orientation, Baptist Center, Brentwood. 
New Pastors/ Staff will have the opportunity to meet with the "One 
Servant Fam~ly" State Missionary Staff and to learn about resources 
available to help enhance the health ofTennessee Baptist Churches. 
To register or obtain more informacion, contact Linda Estey at 
800.558.2090, ext. 2088. 

May 4-6 TBREA Spring Rolling Retreat, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary Legacy Center, Louisville KY. $55 for meals 
and bus ride, additional cost for lodging. For more_ information on 
this event or fo r more informacion on the Tennessee Baptist R~ligious 
Educators Association, contact Tammy Harris at 800.558.2090, ext. 
2054. 

May 5 An Evening ofWorshlp Through Song with the Tennessee 
Ladies Chorus and the Tennessee Meas Chorale, Central Baptist 
Church, Fountain City in ~oxville. Event starts at 7:00pm. For 
more informacion, contact Charlotte Hanson at 800.558.2090, exc. 
7908. 

May 5 Northwest Region Youth Ministry Upda"te. Host: David 
Hagan from Calvary Baptist Church, Union City, 731.88? -~961 . 
For more information and locations, go to www.tnyouthmtmstry.com 
or call Brenda Harris at 800.558.2090, ext. 7906: 

May 1 0 North Central Region Youth Ministry Update. Host: Bill 
Stone from First Baptist Church, Cookeville, 931.526.7108. For 
more informacion, go to www.myouthminisrry.com or call Brenda 
Harris at 800.558.2090, ext. 7906. 

May 17 Northeast Region Youth Ministry Update. Host: Don 
Pratt from First Baptist Church, Elizabethton, 423.543.1931. For 
more information, go to www.tnyouthminisrry.com or call Brenda 
Harris at 800.558.2090, ext. 7906. 

May 23-25 Transitional Inter~m ~ast~.u-Trainin~ Cars~n. Spriags 
Baptist Conference ~enter.. ~ewpol't TN. ~~ep~mg mm_Jsters t? take 
advantage of the umque m1mstry opponunmes mherent 1~ the tnter­
im period between the departure of one pastor and the arnval of 
another. For more infQrmation, contact Joy Clay-Corby at 
800.558.2090, ext. 2018 or e-mail jclaycorby@tnbapcist.org. 
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Water sports 
Hiking 
Crafts 
Choir 
Babysitting 101 Journey for Kids 

Experience the truths of Christian living and have an awesome time making 
friends, playing cool games and starting each day with a quiet time! 'The Bible 
study was a wonderful encouragement to all of us to run the races as true believers 
and followers of Jesus Christ. 1 Michelle, adult sponsor. 

Outdoor adventure experiences 
Drama 
Missions 
Puppets 
Cooking 

Journey for Kids Mini-Camp . 
Just like Journey for Kids Camp but over a weekend for those busy kids. 
'The crazy games and fellowships were awesome. ' Jason, age 9. 

Journey for Girls Mini Camp · 
Get away from those pesky boys and just enjoy hanging out with other 

Messy games 
Fishing 
Interpretetive Sign 
Team sports 

*Some water sports may include an 
added cost. See website for details. 

Christian girls and leaders. . 
'The youth leaders were great role models for young girls, making being a Christian 
look like the joy it is.' Laura, Dickson. 

Journey for Boys Mini Camp 
A weekend where the boys can just be boys. No food fights allowed, but there 
will be cool leaders tnat teach about being a Godly guy at soccer practice, on 
the ball field or even at home with mom and dad. · 
1Best camp of my whole life!_' Zac, age 10. 

Austin Peay State University, 
Clarksville, TN 
June 27 -July 1 

Red School 
Entering 8th grade - "The Basics of Life" - Quiet time, prayer, 
scripture memory, self image, choosing right. 

Blue Scheol 
Entering 9th grade - "Baptist Doctrine" - The Bible, Trinity, 
Salvation, the church and ordinances, evangelism and missions. 

Orange School 
Entering lOth grade - "Religion 101" - How our Southern Baptist 
doctrine compares to: Mormonism, Jehovah's Witness, Islam, 
Catholicism, Church of Christ, etc. ._ 

Yellow School 
Entering 11th grade -God's will, vision, leadership, 
discipleship. 

Green School 
Entering 12th grade - Leadership, servant hood, 
influence, obedience. 

Purple (Mini~) School 
Entering 11th, 12th, college freshman - This school is 
for students who have surrendered to ministry. caLLing, 
ministering, hearing God, I & ll Timothy, humility. 

Cammo School 
College freshman - "Things you need to know about college Life• ­
Half-hearted Christianity, disdpleship, world impact, evangelism. 
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Carson Springs Baptist 
Conference Center 
July 25-29 
Cost : $195 per student, 
$1~0 per adult 

' 

Mission IMPACT -for students. 6th-12th grade. 
A youth camp & mission trip all in one! Mission 
IMPACT will give students and adults opportunities 
to put their faith in action by serving in Newport, 
1N. Ministry options will include light construction, 
.day camps, backyard Bible clubs, ~d working with 
ethnic groups. 

Camp Pastor: Brandon Barnard ~ 

Founder of More to This Life 
Ministries, Brandon speaks God's truth 
with power and passion. He's traveled 
the globe speaking to thousands of stu­
dents for 10 years and has a message 
for you! Check out his website, 
www.brandonbamard.com for his 
theughts on ministry and missions! 

Worship Leader: Jeff Hindman 

Jeff is a passionate worship leader com­
mitted to helping students experience 
God in profound ways. Check out his 
website, www. jeffhindman.com for a 
full description of all the ways God 
continues to use Jeff! 

rist Followers 
ass On the Passion 

Missions Celebration 
Annual Meeting 2005 

p and miss~ons experience like none o~her! 

other passionate Christ followers for 
o incredible days featuring: 
ands-on missions projects 
ynamic worship 
spiring testimonies from the missions field 
adership development opportunities 
nd much more 

lassion for Christ. A passion to serve. 
Bapttst Church, 108 Seventh Avenue South; 

;hville, Tennessee 1.1:\ WMU• 

tne 19-20, 2005 w~;s~:~~~Joy 

ntss1on is free. No pre·registration necessary. 

· more information visit www.wmu.com. 

.., 

Linden Valley Baptist 
Conference Center 
July 11-15 
$195 per student, 
$150 per adult 

Youth IMPACT -for students 
6th_ 12th grad~. 
Are you booking the same camp year 
after year for your youth group? Tired 
of listening to the same old speakers? 
Choose us this summer for a fresh 

experience! Your students and adults will experience chal­
lenging worship, small group bible study, team building 
recreation & awesome fellowships! 

Camp Pastor: jon Gillis 

-
Jon has traveled the world communicating the 
message of Christ to thousands of students. His 
heart is to help students grasp the realities of 
Christ and share them with those who are in 
need of Chri~t. Check out Jon's website to find 
out more ways he ministers to churches as he 
travels the US and world,. www.elifeministries.org. 

Worship Leaders: Andrew Stacy & . Lewis Lea 
Andrew & Lewis have a heart for leading students 
to God's heart. Each week, they lead worship for 
students @ FBC Hendersonville, 1N and have 
experience leading worship at Centrifuge youth 
camps. Their passion for Christ is contagious! 

New! - College Bound Bible Study! 
Led by: Amber Vaden 

Students attending Youth IMPACT who have just 
graduated from high school will learn tips and 
tools on how to survive spiritually and physically 
on the college campus. This spedality track will 
be led by Amber Vaden, campus ministry special­
ist at Middle Tennessee State University. Amber 
has incredible experience and is gifted to equip­
ping college students be on mission. 

Disaster Relief Statewide Regional Training 

June 24-25, 2005 

First Baptist Church, Shelbyville 

Friday 2:00pm- 1 O:OOpm; Saturday 7:00am- 4:00pm 

Jl.egistratiott 'Fee: $25 covers materials and rne.als. 

Lodging: In order to simulate an actual disaster respo-nse, as part of 

your training, we are encouraging all participants to stay on site with us. 

Our host church will provide lodging and the TNDR shower trailer will 

be available. You will need to bring a sleeping bag or cot. 

Training Classes: 
• Introduction to Disaster Relief • Chaplain Training • Chainsaw Training 

• Communication • Mass Feeding • Mudout Training • Rebuild Training 

• Crew Chief Training (for those volunteers that will be leading church and association crews) 

For more Information, contact Elizabe.rh Holmes at 

800.558.2090l ext. 7926 or e-mail eholmes@tnbaptist.org 
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July 22-24 Conversational English Workshop, Baptist Cenrer, Brenrwood. A 16-hour 

workshop to train volunteers in a local church on how to begin and lead a 

Conversational English ministry in their church. Cost: $20 person. To register or 

for more information, contact Ilka Marks at 800.5 58.2090, ext. 7916 or e-mail 

imarks@rnbaptist.org. 

June 17- 19, 2005 
The Southern Baptist Convention will be held in Nashville, TN for the first 

time ever on June 21-22 . Crossover Nashville is scheduled for June 17-19 

in the area of metropolitan Nashville encompassing all of Davidson and 

Williamson Counties and spilling over into the surrounding ten counties. 

Nearly one and a half million people live in the greater Nashville 

area, and we are told that 85 different languages are spoken in the 

public schools. This population comprises more than 20% of Tennessee's 

population. At least 80% of these are presently unchurched. 

Crossover is designed to help us share the love of Christ with the thou­

sands of lost persons of Nashville through seven different ministry venue 

teams. The North American Mission Board, the Tennessee Baptist 

Convention, and seven Baptist associations sponsor Crossover Nashville. 

Opportunities to Serve: 
Sports Evangelism 

Prayer Journeys 

Block Parties 

Ethnic Ministries 

Personal Evangel ism 

Kindness Explosion 

Collegiate Evangelism 

For more information, contact Jerry Essary at 

800.558.2090, ext. 2059 or e-mail jessary@tnbap­

tist.org. To register onlineJ visit 

www. crossoversbc. or g. 
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liege .-ucl8nts _are valuable assets, student leaders agree 
Curry · _ · .,._ .::: ,to be done,", Giglio, a Southwest- better at campus ministry," he dents are valuable assets. short-term missions. "Tennessee 
Press · ·· ern Baptist The~logic~l Semi- told BP. "I've been around college "Our TBC campus ministers, Baptist collegiate ministry stu-

nary graduate, smd April 11. ~tu~ents and churc~-based min- who are actually on these cam- dents are doing evangelism on 
- Sometimes 

It~"""" student& are lumped into 
big category, but the truth is 

y vary vastly from school to 
and region to region, Pas­

movement leader Louie 
told Baptist Press during 
Music Association Week 

here Apri19-13. 
- nr>~ . .iBcredibly encouraged by 

rve seen not only in the 
States but around the 

" Giglio .said. "I came &om 
on Wednesday and I 

with 1,000 college students 
from most all of the major 

in England and 
had such a ~passion for God 
such a passion for their 

LlLP'LUic~. We had a prayer time 
last morning and they 

for a half-hour out loud 
of them at once. And they 
seeking God so earnestly 

their campuses and crying 
When you see that happen-

you can't help but be , 
like so much in life, the 

.......... t- -status of college stu­
has a flipside: mi11ions of 
are not seeking God. 
thjnit the kingdom of God 
big~r than we think and 

!--llJ.JL.D. we'Fe doing good but 
so mudl, that still needs 

"My heart bre~ ror the 80 IStries for a long time, and Col- puses doing ministry day-to-day, Our campuses in creative, effec­
percen.t o~ the 16 ~l~10n colleg,e lege students are notoriously learned long ago many of the tive ways. These students are 
studen;,s ~~ ~enca that ~o~ t chea~ and a lot of people who are things Giglio is talking about ready and willing. It is going on 
know -..~hrist. But yet I reJOice nm"?mg ch~ches think, 'These today," Choate observed. every day." 
that I can name 100 schools guys don't tithe and they're free- "Giglio is right, in that reach- Choate observed that Ten-
where ther:e is a big band of loaders and they move around- ing college students for Jesus nessee Baptist churches who are 
believ~rs who are_really sold out they're here one semester and can never be about one big push, reaching _ college students "are 
to seemg something great hap- two semesters later they're at or one big event. It has to be not doing so to boost the church 
pen on their campus for His another church already and they steady, consistent ministry. budget. 
f~e. So I'm encouraged, but in migrate around town - so let's- "People who want to reach "They have committed th~m-
no way is the challenge dimin- don't focus on them. Let's focus college students have to live out selves to college students as a 
ished. The task is still huge." on the young couples who have an authentic, mission field. Those churches do 

Gjglio, who has spent more the jobs who can give the money, Christian life take the risk of involving college 
than two decades in collegiate who can keep running the alongside stu- students in church in meaning-
ministry, and his wife, Shelley, church, and who can work in the dents. They ful ways. Students can give to 
organized a team of worship church.' have to speak their local church while still stu-
leaae~s with the goal of calling "I get that, but I also think a wmsome dents, but commitment from 
the collegiate generation to a there's an untapped resource in witness in lan- them may be different from com-
purpose in life much greater college students that if I was a guage stu- mitment given by a senior adult. 
than themselves beginning with pastor of a local church and dents under- "College student attendance 
the first Passion gathering of there were college students any-- stand. They CHOATE may be less frequent and they 
2,000 students in Austin, Texas, where near me, this would moti- have to be com- • may lack some leadership expe-
in January 1997. Major Passion vate me more than anything: fortable with the tough ques- riences of older church mem­
conferences in 2000, 2003 and They are already going some- tions. They have to be patient, . hers," he continued. 
2005 followed, as did several where," Giglio said, noting that willing to invest for ~ the long He noted, however, students 
Passion worship albums and each college student, whether he term," Choate said. often make up for that in ere-
other resources that have or she finishes school in four He noted that students are so ativity and energy. "Those 
spread the vision of a generation years or six or more years, will ready to give themselves to serv- churches who minister to college_ 
living for God's renoWn. enter fields like business, gov- ice, witness, ministry, and mis- students know the kingdom will 

Giglio voices unique insights ernment, education, medicine, s1ons. need strong, committed, well-
from his Passion perspective or enterpreneurship within a More than 400 Tennessee col- discipled adults in the decades 
into what college students are few years." lege students served this past to come. They know college stu-
seeking and how they can be Bill Choate, leader of the year through IMB, Choate said, dents will be leaders in our com-
reached· for Christ. Collegiate Ministries . Group of adding that more than 700 Ten- munities and world in the years 

"Honestly, all churches could the Tennessee Baptist Conven- nessee college students just to come." 0 - B&R Editor Lonnie 
take a big huge swing at doing tion, agrees that college stu- gave up their spring breaks for Wilkey contributed to this story. 

It's time to hel t e c ildren! 
~ 

The Mother's Day Offering, collected each year in May, provides 25o/o of the annual operating funds needed to care for 
over 200 children each year at Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes. Tennessee Baptist churches graciously show God's love to 

at-risk children through their gifts to this once-a-year, important offering. 

Studies show that the majority of people come to faith in Jesus Christ before they reach the age of 18. Your gifts to this 
offering provide the life-changing love of Jesus and nurturing, Christian homes for the children. Order FREE 
offering envelopes, posters, and supplies now for your church by calling TBCH at 1-800-624-8591 or on-line at 

www.tbch4kids.org/form_mom.htm. 

Thank you for re•••embering the women in your rongaegation and helping at-risk children through the Mother's Day Offering. 



- I 

-

Page 12 I 8&R I April 20, 2005 ------------ ----------- not'"onal ne s 

SuppOrt for marriCige amendment at all time high: ~allup ·poll 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Nearl y one 
year after same-sex "marriage" 
was l egalized in Massach usetts, 
support for a marriage amend­
ment to the U.S. Constitution 
appears to be at an all-time 
high , according to a n ew Gallup 
poll. 

The poll found that by a mar­
gin of 57-37 per cent, adults 
favor amending t he Constitu­
tion to protect the traditional 
definition of marriage, thus 
banning "gay marriage." It is a 
significant incr ease from last 
July, when only 48 percent said 
they favor ed a marriage amend­
ment. 

It i s the highest support for a 

See answers on page 15 

ACROSS 
1. King of Judah (I sa. 38:1) 
7. Son of Jacob 
1 0. Four, Rom. num. 

marriage amendment since 
Gallup began asking the ques­
tion. The previous high was 53 
per cent in February 2004. 

"Nationwide, ther e appears 
to be growing support for an 
amendment to the U.S. Consti­
tution defini ng marriage as 
only between a m an and a 
woman," Frank N ewport, editor 
in chief of the Gallup Poll, wrote 
in an online column. 

Amendment support comes 
at a time when a slew of st ates 
are passing their own constitu­
t i onal marriage amendments. 
Thirteen states passed amend­
ments last year, and Kansas fol­
lowed by passing one in early 
April. All t otal, 18 st ates now 
have m arri age amendments. 

Barbour Publishing 

11 . While in Antioch, this man predicted a famine· (Acts 11 :27-28) 
12. "At Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, . .. , 

Lucius of Cyrene, and Saul" (Acts 13:1 NIV) 
14. This king destroyed and burned an idol his mother had made (I 

Kings 15:13) 
16. Don't fight like a man beating this (I Cor. 9:26) 
17. For example, Lat. abbr. 
18. Ancestor of Saul and the son of Benjamin (I Sam. 9:1) 
20. God's name for Himself, I __ 
21 . "Will your talk reduce men to silence?" (Job 11 :3 NIV) 
23. "A man of spirit gains honor" (Prov. 29:23 NIV) 
25. Cathode, abbr. 
27. Southern state, abbr. 
28. "The shall eat straw like the ox'' (lsa. 11 :7) 
30. Pertaining to urinary tract, prefix 
31 . "The body is a , though it is made up of many parts" (I Cor. 

12:12 NIV) 
32. The man who lost both his inheritance and his blessing to his 

brother (Gen. 27:3Q-40) 
33. Succeeded Ahaziah as king (II Kings 1:17 niv) 
35. Nautical measure of speed, abbr. 
36. Harry's nickname 
38. First month of autumn, abbr. 
40. One of the border towns of-the children of Naphtali (Josh. 

19:32-33) 
43. "Their feet into sinD (lsa. 59:7 NIV) 
45. Article 
46. Belonging to a priest in Midian who had seven daughters (Ex. 

2:11-3:1) 
49. "The is already at the root" {Matt. 3:10 NIV) 
50. Alternate spelling for 15 down 

They have proven popular, pass­
ing with an average of 70 per ­
cent of the vote. A marriage 
amendment has never failed at 
the ballot. 

The Gallup poll of 909 
adults, conducted March 18-20, 
asked Americans if they favored 
or opposed "a constit utional 
amendment that would define 
marriage as being between a 
man and a woman, thus barring 
marriages between gay or les­
bian couples." · 

Gallup also ask ed adults 
their general views of "gay mar­
riage." The organization divided 
the sample in half, asking a dif­
ferently worded question to 
each group. 

One group of adults (a sam-

ple of 443) w as asked if they · 
th ought .. marriages between 
homosexuals should or should 
not be r ecognized by the law as 
valid, with the same rights as 
traditional marriages." Sixty­
eight percent said they opposed 
same-sex "marriage," 28 percent 
said they favored it. It is the 
highest opposition to "gay mar­
riage" in the Gallup poll since 
1996. 

The second group (a sample 
of 466) was asked, "Which of the 
following arrangements 
between gay or lesbian couples 
do you think should be recog­
nized as legally valid - same­
sex marriages, civil unions, but 
not same-sex marriages, or nei­
ther same-sex marnages nor 

51 . Greek word for "my God" (Matt. 27:46 NIV) 
53. Shipbuilder and zookeeper 
55. A prophet and book of the Old Testament 
56. Dorm helper, abbr. · 
57. Collection of sayings 
59. New Testament prophetess (Luke 2:36) . 
60. "Cancel any your brother owes" (Deut. 15:3 NIV.) 
62. Old Testament book that follows Ezra 
65. "Better a of vegetables where there is love" (Prov. 15:17 

NIV) 
67. "Let the dead their dead" (Luke 9:60) 
68. A book of the Penteteuch, abbr. 
70. This man lived and died, but he was never born 
72. " , follow me" (Matt. 4:19 NIV) 
73. This man disagreed with a great fish 
74. A son of Noah (Gen. 5:32) 

DOWN 
1. Prophet of Judah and book of the Old Testament 
2. King who went into the citadel of the palace and set it on fire, 

dying there (I Kings 16: 18) 
3. Peron's first name - -
4. "t.et us make man iR our "(Gen. 1 :26) 
5. False prophet who took the yoke off Jeremiah's neck and broke it 

(Jere. 28:1 0) 
6. Sent to David to rebuke him and expose his sin (II Sam. 12:1- 1 0) 
7. Father of all who play the harp or the flute (Gen. 4:21) 
8. America, abbr. 
9. Amnon was killed by him for raping Tamar (II Sam. 13:1-29) 
13. Girl's name 
15. Youngest of the Little Women 
19. "Ye know neither the day nor the "(Matt. 25:13) 
22. A Reubenite who was swallowed up by the earth ·(Num. 

16:27-32) 
24. A gentle answer turns this away (Prov. 15:1) 
26. The daughter of Phanuel (Luke 2:36) 
28. Library science, abbr. 

civil unions?" Twenty per 
said they supported ·gay 1 

riage, .. 27 percent civil uru 
and 45 percent nei th er. 

H omosexual groups I 
objected to Gallup's use of 
term ""hom osexual ." saying 
pejorative and should 
replaced with "gay and lesbi 
While all of Gallup•• quest 

' 
on the subject don't. use 
term "homosexual ," seme 
The marriage amendment q 
tion used "gay" and "leSbian 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
Oakwood Baptist Churc~ 
Knoxville, Tenn., is looking f 
bivocational youth m101~ 
Please send resume to 
church at 111 E. Columbia.1 
Knoxville, TN 37917, Attn. Yl 
Minister Search Committee. 

Sale Street Baptist Ch 
searching for full-time 
minister to focus on youth 
6-12, and college students. S 
resume to Youth Minister Se• 
Committee, P.O. Box 5215, 
Charles, LA 70606. 

-·MINISTRY - OTHER 
Miracle Baptist, LaVergnet 
OQening for pianist. Please 
re·sDme ·to Miracle Baptist 
sonnet Committee, P.O. Box 
La\ltlrgne, TN 37086 ............. • • • • 
Growing Northern Vird 
church is seeking applicante 
the position of director of r 
istries (OM). This ministry wll 
a bridge to full church parti 
tion for guests, new believ 
and church members. The 
will provide oversight for exis 
ministries. Applicants for the 
position should be well groun 
in the Christian faith and 
church organization and 
tion, possess leadership, 
munication, and 
skills and be self starters 
exercise personal initiative. 
mum qualifications i '""''"'l 

29. Old uncial, abbr. 
32. The man who went to heaven in a fiery chariot 

- four-year college degree, 
ters preferred, from an 

33. Nebat's son (lr Chron. 1 0:15) 
34. Great work 
37. Be, first person singular, present tense 
39. Giant killed by David 
41 . Defendent's adversary, abbr. 
42. Article 
44. Esther and Mordecai's enemy 
47. Printer's measure 
48. Father of Abraham (Gen. 11 :27) 
51 . An elder who prophesied with Medad (Num. 11 :26) 
52. Globe 
53. Book of the Old Testament that follows Micah 
54. "Give bread unto thine " (Judges 8:6) 
55. One of the Gospels, abbr. 
58. Mountain where Moses died 
61. Son of Baasha (II Kings 16:8) 
63. Before, poetic 
64. Past 
66. "Take him to the ... doorpost and pierce his _ _ with an awl" 

(Ex. 21 :6 NIV) 
68. Father, dial Brit 
69. Used to indicate ordinal numbers 
71. Common graduate degree, abbr. 

ed college and at least five 
of professional work experiel 
Resumes must be recelvet 
Grace Baptist Church, 14 
Spriggs Rd., Woodbridge, 
22193 or by e-mail 
htp328@verizon.net on or be 
May 15, 2005. ~ 

MINISTRY - COMBINAn< 
Calvary Baptist Church of Le 
City, Tenn., is accepting resu• 
for a full-time minister of m 
and youth. College degl'8f 
preferred with seminary beir 
plus. If you are interested pie 
send resume to Calvary 881 
Church, Personnel Commit 
300 West First Ave., Lenoir c 

TN 37771 or e-mail 
DRJCBC @wmconnectcorn. 
more information caJI Dr. Ch8 
Jenkins at (865) 986-3567. 
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rd1Jrader~haHengescongregafion 
Seymour to g{-r_~ ..t.~ ·tsunami victims 

ptist and ReflectQr · fund. She wanted to ask other 

- EYMOUR - Following 
devastating effects of the 

1 .... .,L.UL<· that hit South Asia on 
26, 2004, Pastor Bruce 

.es of First Baptist Church 
challenged hl.s cangrega­
to give to help victims of 

tragedy. 
grader Hannah Wil­

tOok the challenge to 
She is the daughter of 

thureli's minister of music, 
Williams and his wife, 

!hel. 
:-Iannah told her parents 
t she would like to bring 
ks that she had read and 

them. The money would 
ven to the Asian Relief 

kids to bring their books as 
well. 

Her parents liked the idea 
and soolil afterwards "Read-, 

ing fot· Relief" became a real­
ity. 

In Janualiy. children 
throughout the church 
brought books to sell. People 
bought books or just placed a 
donation in the basket. When 
Reading for Relief was over, 
Hannah's idea had raised 
more than $800 for tsunami 
victims. 

The church ended up giving 
more than $6,000. "I am grate­
ful to God for our congrega­
tion's generous spirit," Yates 
said. 0 

Pastor, do 
you feel 
like your 
church is 
dead? 

~the East Tennessee Church Staff & Lay 
Leadership Conference · 

Spring 2005 you'll discover that ... 

Your 
Church 
is Alive! 

CARSON-NE\VMAN COLLEGE 
Thursday, April 28, 2005 

9:00 am-2:45 pm 
For more information, call (865)-471-3216 

Robert Dale, PhD 
Conference Leader 

'Your Church is Alive and Changing!" 
'Leadership-Sin1ple as 1-2-3~almost" 
'Grow or Miss the Harvest, 

Greeneville's Marshall steps down after 20 years 

DAVID GREEN, left, pastor of First Baptist Church,' Greeneville, 
and Larry Wiley, minister of music, share some final moments 
with Hollis Marshall, who retired recently as associate pastor of · 
the Holston Baptist Association church after ministering to the 
church and community for 20 years. 

The Charm of New England Fall Foliage 
10 Days- Sept. 29-0ct. 8, 2005 

Chattanooga/Cleveland, Knoxville/Sevierville 
Ask about other pick up places 

Virginia and Pennsylvania Amish Country, Boston Historical Tour, 
Longwood Gardens/Hershey World, Franconia Notch State Park, 
Castle in the Clouds Mansion. Learn about New Hampshire Histo­
ry, Kancamagus Scenic Byway, Shelburne and Maple Museum, 
Lincoln's Hildene Mansion, Deluxe Motorcoach Travel. 

Call now for a detailed brochure - - - - $1 ,299 per person dbl. 
Good News Travel and Tours, Sevierville, TN 
Maude Sisco, Travel Director - 800-464-7687 

For Baptist and Reflector 

GREENEVILLE - Hollis 
Marshall, associate pastor for 
administration and education 
at First Baptist Church here 
for the past 20 years, has 
retired. "Dr. Marshall has been 
a loving niinister to the folks 
and to the community," said 
Pastor David Green. . 

''Visiting and ministering to 
people has been so natural for 
Hollis that I have iearned a lot 
just by tagging alone. Folks far 
beyond these church walls will 
greatly miss that kind of min­
ister," Green said. 

~arshall and his wife, 
Kaye, are now living in Hen­
derson, Ky. 

"Folks at First Baptist 
know that it won't be long 
before Hollis will be minister­
ing to the people around him 
and they will come to know 
and love him as his 'family' at 
First Baptist has loved him for 
20 years," Green said. 0 

www.BUichurch.com 
1-800-446-7 400 Steepiies 

P.O. Box 2250 • Danville, Virginia 24541 
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3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 
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WMU's 1Pure 
Water, Pure Love' 
reaches Tijuana 
Baptist Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - A 
steady stream of clean, safe 
drinking water is now available 
to some residents of the Tijuana, 
Mexico, community of Colonial 
Alamar, home to 7,000 people 
who had been drinking contami­
nated water. 

Volunteers from Woman's 
Missionary Union, t he San 
Diego Southern Baptist Associa­
tion, California Baptist Disaster 
Relief: and Smoke Rise Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, Ga., 
joined a hydrogeologist from 
Houston and local volunteers in 
Tijuana to install a water purifi­
cation system on March 11. 

The system was installed 
inside Centro Shalom Alamar, 
the only church in the area. 
After impure water is delivered 
from a tanker truck to tWo 660-
gallon tanks, the water is fil­
tered, chlorinated, and stored in 
a 300-gallon pure water tank for 
distribution. 

Fernando Martinez, a pastor, 
church planter, and local con­
tact for t he project, said the 

Church Furnishings 
Re uphols ter, Pews, Steeples, 

Baptistries, Chairs, etc. 
Free Quotes, Free Catalog 

CISCO 800-365-2568- • 
(615) 326-0816 

Myrtle Beach 
Ocean Front 

Corner condo, smoke-free, 
pool view and lazy river. 

Cell phone: (843) 602-0466 
Home phone: (843) 248-4561 

Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Spring Special 

2 night weekend, $160.00 
4 weeknights, $250.00 Efficiency Unit 

{2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 5-25 
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 

FINALLY AFFORDABLE 
Health Insurance 

For the self employed 

Call 800·541-8196 
www.christurner-ins.com 

underwritten by MEGA 

life & Health Insurance 

Company. M/COMB0008 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 

25 $11.08 $13.39 
35 $11.35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 
65 

$42.45 
$103.46 

$73.24 
$194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-800..583--0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life 
Insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
illustrated above. Please call tor other 
ages and Female rates. 

clean water will help families 
who are already part of the 
church and will be used to reach 
out to unbelievers in the com­
munity. 

"We plan to give people 20-
liter jugs of water with a sticker 
on each that has a Bible verse 
and Pure Water, Pure Love," 
Martinez said. "This project will 
facilitate us to present the love 
of Christ via water, and the peo­
ple will save money because of 
the free water provided by the 
church." 

Local volunteer Salvador 
Suazo added, "The people have 
been praying for clean water; 
this will be a blessing." Clean 
water costs $3.25 for a 20-liter 
jug, which Suazo said is quite 
expensive, given that many of 
the people there work five days 
a week, 12 hours a day to earn 
$45 a week. 

Chuck Erikson, associational 
director of California Baptist 
Disaster ~elief, said, "The com­
munity will see that we care as 
we meet physical needs, then we 
can address spiritual needs." He 
continued, "Matthew 25:42-46 

talks about meeting the physical 
needs .of people by ministering 
to their present needs. Everyone 
may not speak the same lan­
guage, but we can give a cup of 
cold water in Jesus' name to the 
people who are thirsty." 

WMU began its "Pure Water, 
Pure Love" ministry in 1997 to 
help support missionaries with 
water filters and purification 
systems to provide pure, safe 
drinking water as they follow 
God's call to serve around the 
world. 

I?- recent years, this min­
istry has received increased 
support and several donations 
from church groups that indi­
cated they would like their 
donation to go toward a project. 
Because of this type of support, 
WMU is now able to expand the 
ministry to include other long­
term solutions for providing 
clean water to missionaries as 
well as to the people to · whom 
they minister. 

Pure Water, Pure Love will 
provide ongoing support of the 
water purification system in 
Tijuana by helping with mainte-

nance and the purchase and dis­
tribution of water for the next 
several years. 0 

SWBTS trustees 
elect former 
Muslim as dean 
Compiled from BP, ABP reports 

FORT WORTH, Texas - A 
former Muslim is among three 
new deans elected by trustees of 
Southwestern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary during their April 
4-5 meeting here. 

Emir Caner, 34, who was 
reared to be a devout Sunni 
Muslim, will lead the College at 
Southwestern, the seminary's 
new undergraduate school. He 
currently is a professor at 
Southeastern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C. 
He also serves as associate dean 
of that seminary's undergradu­
ate college. 

Caner was disowned by his 
father after he became a Christ­
ian. He, along with his brother, 
Ergun Caner, dean at Liberty 

COKER CREEK VILLAGE 
ADVENTURE AND RETREAT CENTER 

A CHRISTIAN FACILITY FOR GROUPS SIZE 8 TO 400 
Raft Ocoee • Trail Rides • Climbing Tower • Mountain Biking 

or 
A RELAXED MOUNTAIN RETREAT 

Great Meals- Meeting Rooms - Bunkhouse· Lodging - Activity Staff- 300 Acres- Streams 

WHITEWATER RAFTING $19.50 PER PERSON 
When Combined with A Relaxed Retreat. 

Offered for a Limited Time 

12528 Hwy. 68: P.O. Box 96, Coker Creek, TN 37314 

Phone: {423) 261-2310 • Fax (423) 261 -2518 

- Web si te: www.cokercreekvillage.com 

Reservation : 1 -800-448 -9580 
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University in Lynchburg, 
have written several 
Islam. including Unveiling l 

Other deans elected 
Keith Eitel. Roy Fish Scll, 
Evangelism and Missions 
Stephen Johnson, schO< 
church music . ., 

MINISTRY ....:.... MUSIC 
Hillcrest Baptist ~urc 
Lebanon, Tenn., is . praye 
searching for a full-thne n 
ter of music. HBC is a ct 
with a priority on bold exp< 
ry preaching, strong eva 
ism, soul-winning, and ceh 
tive singing and worship 
have a choir of 50-60 with 
ed band and musicians. W 
an upbeat, blended, Ct 
honoring style of music. A 
for Jesus, the Bible, souls 
the local church is req1 
with a heart desiring the ~ 
God. If you feel the leade. 
of the Lord you can set 
resume and audio or vldt 
your present/past service 
Pastor Glenn Denton at 
crest Baptist Church, P.O. 
2009, Lebanon, TN 37081 
mail broglenn@ hillcrest 
tist.org. 

Accepting resumes for part· 
minister of music. Please 
resume to Hillcres t Be 
Church, 380 Dover Rd., Cit 
villi, TN 37042, (931) 647-81 . . ... ... .•. ... ... 
First Baptist Church of Kno)( 
Tenn., is seeking a ft:JII-time 
ister 0f music. Responsibl 
include leadership of one 
temporary and one tradit 
morning worship service, 1 

sight of music ministry org 
tions and the television min 
Interested persons should 1 

resumes to the attention a 
senior pastor to bchandlere 
knox.org. 

Sale Street Baptist Chu 
seeking a full-time ministE 
music/worship. Send rest 
cover letter, and demo/sa"' 
of worship leading to W 
Search Committee, P.O. 
5215, Lake Chaliles, LA 70 
Job requirements @ \AJ\AnM l·' 

streetorg. 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
Prayerfully seeking God for 
time Hispanic pastor. Hi~ 
Mission, Cherokee Bat 
Memphis. Must be bi-lin! 
Send resume to Hispanic PI 
Search Committee, Cher• 
Baptist Church, 5340 0&. 
Ad., Memphis, TN 38119. 
(901) 683· 7349, 
garry.burkacki @ chern .. rAe 

tist.org. 
~~~~ 

Hillhurst Baptist Cht 
Nashville, is seeking a full­
pastor. Please send resurr 
Pastor Search Committee, : 
Hody Dr., Nashville, TN 372 
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Lost Boy.No More 
by Abraham Nhial and DiAnn Mills 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2004 

1e heard it said that in the valleys of life we either 
better or bitter. As I read about the lost boys of 

and the horrific things they saw - the torture and 
·,pu.•.us of their families, the burning and tot~ destruc­

tneu- homes and villages- and the subsequent suf­
they experiep.ced in their attempt to escape the 
ofthe northern Sudan government - I am amazed 

El stren~h of their faith and their lack of bitterness! 
~ book begins with the personal account of 9-year-

• 
,~:ranam Nhial who is alone in the fields in south 

when he hears the beating of drums warning his 
~e of trouble. He is afraid - afraid to leave the pre­

cattle he is tending and also afraid to return to his 
~e. He finally decides to return to the village and he 
erwhelmed. "Dying embers and gusts of smoke were 
tat remained of many homes. He stared at the bodies 

relatives and friends: lifeless forms that once 
'iA"''"-• talked, danced, and worked. Now blood flowed 
their mutilated bodies. He'd never seen a dead per­
.. never had he viewed a sight so terrible." Where 
r had once been 1,000 people, there were none. He 
L think of nothing to do, so he ran. For two hours, he 
n the jungle. He finally met up with about 100 other 
who were fleeing similar situations. 
>st Boy No More is a chronicle of the struggle of these 
; :{3oys of Sudan." Hundreds became thousands -
){).! Eleven year olds were the elders. They were 

to deal with lion attacks and other wild animals, 
atlon and dehydration, and much more. Things no 

1 child -should ever have to experience. 
ne civil war in Sudan has three major causes- reli­
(the·Muslims in the north are trying to force their 
~ous beliefs on the south); politics; and oil (found pre­
nantly in the .south). Slavery and genocide are still a 
~f Sudanese life. Christians are arrested, tortured, 
- for their faith. In fact, Sudan is one of six 

>!::'P-· .. ,-~ that denies religious freedom. 
:U'<me:h a refugee program, Abraham and some of the 

lost boys were able to enter the Uirited States. Their 
to return to their country and make a difference. 

mission. is to work for the future of southern Sudan. 
eed a new Sudan, ·D;eW people, and a new government 
will care for its citizens. We are here in the US for 
ttion to become doctors, engineers, pastors, and 

We must have knowledge to build our country. 
eed American churches, the government, and indi­

with goodwill to help us achieve our dreams and 
tions for Sudan and for the whole world. We are true 
vors and are willing to work hard and share our 
s," says Abraham. 
tis book is a plea for help. It's been written to make 
rare of the tragedies being experienced in southern 
h . More than four million people have died. But it's 
t statement of faith and hope. Almost 25 percent of 
.8 million people living in Sudan are Christians. In 
the Christian :population the]'e was grewing at a 

>f five percent. By 2(!)(90, it was growing at a rate of 
Y 70 percent! God is drawing the people to Him 

persecution. In fact, Abraham believes that the 
the church is oppressed, the stronger it grows. 

it's his dream to return some day to Sudan and 
lis people to Jesus Christ. Read his story_to under­
~ why. a - Ferguson is a freelance writer in Gallatin. 

Humble living 
By Robert Segrest ' conflicts as a raging war between 

Focal Passage: James 4:1-10, 
13-17 

As was his custom, Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon would sit on the 
platform of his Pastor's College to 
hear the students preach. One day 
an overly confident young man 
delivered his sermon on the Christ­
ian's armor from Ephesians 6:10-
18. After verbally putting each 
piece in place, the aspiring preach­
er pretended to hold up the sword of 
the Spirit. "Now," he said, "where is 
the Devil?" 

In a loud stage whisper, Spur­
geon answered, "I think he's hiding 
beneath your armor." 

If the Holy Spirit is not allowed 
to be constantly on guard, selfish 
pride can easily slip beneath the 
spiritual armor of even the most 
devoted follower of Christ. That's 
why James' teaching on humble 
Christian living in chapter four of 
his epistle is so important to each 
of us. Pride, and the resulting con­
flict it causes with others, is clear 
evidence of a growing discord with 
God that is manifested by flagrant 
disobedience to His will for our 
lives. 

To overcome pride, James wrote 
that believers must first under­
stand its origin. Conflict, whether 
between nations or individuals, 
emanates from the inner cravings 
or lusts of the heart. These occur 
each time Christians seek first the 
kingdom of self over the kingdom of 
God. James described these inner 

what we desire for ourselves and 
what God desires for us. 

A truce in this spiritual warfare 
can always be brought about by 
proper praying. James told his 
readers that the reason they didn't 
have what they rieeded in life was 
because they h9:d not asked God to 
meet their needs. It was Paul who. 
said that the Lord is always ready 
to meet the Christ~an's every need 
from His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus (Philippians 4:19). 

The problem was that they 
didn't want what God knew was 
best for them. So, even though 
heaven was petitioned, t heir 
prayers went unanswered because 
they had asked the Lord for things 

· contrary to His will. These believers 
had ·unknowingly become God's 
enemies and guilty of spiritual infi­
delity because they had replaced 
God-worship with self-~orship. 
James declared that the Lord would 
always oppose such actions. 

In the face of their sin of selfish 
pride, what was the hope? It was 
God's grace, which was readily 
available to all who humbled them­
selves before the Lord and pur­
posed to do His will instead of their 
own. 

James challenged his readers to 
take four spiritual steps to get }?ack 
into a right relationship with their 
heavenly Father. First, they were to 
submit themselves to God making 
His priorities their own. Step two 
was to depend upon the power of 
the Holy Spirit to oppose the Devil's 

Sunday Sch"ol Lesson 
F<:~mily Bible Series 

·Apri# :24 

temptations and drive him away. 
The third step in resolving spiritual 
conflicts with God was to consis­
tently draw near to Him in prayer. 
James said that as we move closer 
to the Lord He will draw closer to 
us. The final step was to mourn 
over their sin and to clean up their 
lives by confessing selfish pride and 
turning from it. James promised 
that God would richly reward every 
believer who humbly returned to 
Him. 

Proud and self-centered Chris­
tians depend upon themselves more ­
than God. Thus they are prone to 
plan for the future without even 
considering the fact that their time 
is completely in the hands of the 
Lord. Making future plans is not 
wrong as long as we prayerfully 
purpose to both know and do God's 
will in all things. 

Arrogance and self-reliance are 
never appropriate in the life of a 
Christian. On the other hand, a 
humble and trusting dependence 
upon the Lord will always be. True 
faith and humility will always be 
intertwined in the life of every obe­
dient follower of Christ. They are 
the character traits of Jesus others 
see best in us. a - Segrest is the 
eastern regional vice president of 
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes. 
He lives in Chattanooga. 

Accept the Lord's forgiveness 
By Michael Julian 

Focal Passage: Jeremiah 31:27-
34 

What will you do without hope? 
A clear expression of hope is pic­
tured in "The Shawshank Redemp­
tion. "The protagonist Andy is false­
ly imprisoned. Inside, he befriends a 
man called Red. After nearly 15 or 
20 years of incarceration, Andy and 
Red have a disturbing conversation 
over lunch. The subject of that con­
versation was hope. Andy refuses to 
relinquish his grasp on a life out­
side the prison walls. Red chastises 
Andy for believing in foolish dreams 
that will most likely never material­
ize. After another important conver­
sation between the trusted friends, 
Red suffers through a sleepless 
night. In the morning, when Andy 
does not appear for check-in, Red 
concludes that Andy finally buckled 
under the enormous pressure. Much 
to everyone's surprise, Andy is alive 
and well outside the prison walls. 
He escaped in the night, crawling 
through filth to obtain his freedom. 
Andy never lost hope. Red, on the 
other hand, was about to begin a 
journey of hope. The story ends with 
Red walking down the sandy white 
beach of Mexico, staring at the deep 
blue of the Pacific and beholding 
Andy hard at work sanding his 
boat. 

Flashback to the situation. in 
Judah between 600 and 587 BC and 
you will see another story of hope 
and forgiveness. The -opening line of 
our lesson is "Behold, days are com-

ing." The bulk of Jeremiah's mes­
sage has centered upon judgment; 
with a few sprinklings of hope and 
restoration and forgiveness. Now, 
Jeremiah will bring a strong mes­
sage intended to proclaim these 
truths to the people. Just as sure as 
God decided to pluck up, break 
down, overthrow, and destroy the 
people of Israel, now God will seek 
to return, restore, build, and plant. 
God is offering the people more 
than a glimmer of hope; He is offer­
ing them a dazzling display of radi­
ant brilliance. 

In ages past, the common belief 
shared by the Israelite community 
was that the children would be 
punished for the sins of the fathers. 
God declares now that new days 
are coming. Each person will be 
held responsible for his or her iniq­
uity. ·Moral responsibility reached 
full bloom with that declaration, 
and the flower has not withered 
even to this day. 

The next decree by God is 
absolutely fascinating. He declares 
to the houses of Israel and Judah 
that a new covenant will be estab­
lished. This will not be like the 
covenant He established with the 
people after the exodus event. God's 
actions in Jeremiah's time flow 
directly from these earlier covenant 
promises. Since the people have 
proceeded to repeatedly violate 
God's covenant, His judgment is 
encompassing them through the 
outstretched arm of Babylon. But a 
new day is coming. 

The essence of the new covenant 

Sunday 5chool Lesson 
Explore the Bible 

April :14 

is the biblical concept of forgive­
ness. The Lord would open the door 
to an intimate knowledge and rela­
tionship with Himself. This law 
would not be written on a stone 
tablet, but upon the heart tablet. 
The Messiah would offer Himself 
later as the perfect, satisfactory 
sacrifice for sins for all time. Those 
who accept and receive this avail­
able forgiveness would then be ush­
ered into a personal relationship 
with the Father through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Jews and Gentiles 
would be justified in the same way, 

. by grace through faith. And not 
only would the Lord forgive iniqui­
ty, but also He would remember sin 
no more. How can anyone neglect so 
great a salvation? The Lord is to be 
praised forevermore. 

The thrust of Jeremiah's mes-
sage this day was hope and forgive-
ness. We should learn from Jeremi-
ah to never cease preaching the 
whole counsel of God. To this point, 
messages of judgment filled the 
highways and byways of Judah, but 
on this day the breath of life 
entered into the city. Fill the cities 
of Tennessee with the breath oflife 
pr@claiming that all need to accept ~=-­
the Lord's great forgiveness. a -
Julian is minister of youth and activi: 
ties at First Baptist Church, Mt. 
Pleasant. 

-
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ea ers 
+ Quillian S. Mercer, 

minister of educat ion and 
you th , Highland Baptist 
Church, Tullahoma, has been 
called to the staff of First Bap­
tist Church, Moultrie, Ga. 

+ Chris Hughes has been 
called as pastor, Grace Baptist 
Church, Elizabeth ton. 

+ Dan Pratt has resigned 
as youth minister, First Bap­
tist Church, Elizabethton. 

+ Toby Retenour has 
r esigned as youth minister, 
Lynn Valley Baptist Church, 
Elizabethton. 

+ Willie Lunsford has 
been called as pastor, Telford 
Baptist Church, Telford. 

+ Brian Hollaway has 
been called as pastor, Moun­
t ain View Baptist Church , 
Johnson City. 

+ Tom Mathis, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Collin­
wood, has been called to serve 
as pastor of a church in Mur­
ray, Ky. 

+ Michael Beck, pastor, 
Grace Baptist Church, Collin­
wood, resigned, effective 
March 13. 

hurches 
+ Chapel Hill naptist 

Church, Milan, will hold a 
Deacon Ordination/Commis­
sioning on Sunday, May 1, at 6 
p.m . To be ordained are Mike 
Holland, Mike Sellers, Lee 
Dortch, and Rodney Jackson. 
To be commissioned is Bo 
Beard. For more information, 
contact the church at (731) 
686-0414 or chapell@clickl.­
net . 

+ West Vie w Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, will cel­
ebrate its 75th anniversary on 
May 19. Its pastor, Mike 
Stout, will celebrate his 24th 
anniversary as pastor June 1. 
And Sue Davenport, church 

secretary, will celebrate 35 
years of service in August . 
During 2004, the church gave 
$74,141 to mission work, 
which was 30 percent of its 
receipts. 

+ Edgefield Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will hold 
Celebrating the Arts in East 
Nashville on Sunday, April 24, 
at 6 p.m. Arts to be represent­
ed are ballet, choral music by 
children, and artwork from 
students. A reception will fol­
low. For more information, con­
tact the church at ebcsbc@bell­
south.net or (615) 255-0468. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Morristown, will serve this 
year in Belize, Kenya, and 
Bulgaria. For more informa­
tion, contact the church at 
(423) 586-0522. 

+ Ridgeview Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, will hold 
a Ladies Spring Praise Brunch 
on Saturday, April 23, from 9 
a .m. - 2 p.m. Kay DeKalb 
Smith, humorist , will speak 
and Sherry Trivett will pre­
sent music. For more informa­
tion, call Dot Eslinger at ( 423) 
559-7991. 

+Six Murfreesboro 
churches are joining together 
to hold Operation InAsMuch, a 
one-day volunteering blitz 
based on Matthew 25:40, on 
Saturday, April 30. The effort 
is being led by First Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro. 
They are being joined by 
churches of five other denomi­
nations. Last year about 300 
First Church members com­
pleted 1,000 man hours in one 
day. The volunteers will assist 
20 local agencies wi,th more 
than 30 different project s. For 
.more information about Oper­
at ion InAsMuch, call the Lay 
Ministry office of First Church 
at (615) 893-2514. 

+ Point Pleasant Baptist 
Church, Paris Landing, 
dedicated its r enovated sanc­
tu ary in its Christian Life 

VIRGINIA SMITH, church tr.easurer of Zion Hill Baptist Church, 
Friendship, for 30 years receives a plaque from her pastor. Tommy 
Warner, on her retirement from the role. She also was given the 
corsage she wears. The church surprised her with the recognition 
on Sunday, March 6, which was Family Day at Zion Hill Church. All 
of her family was present. 

LEADERS OF FIRST BAPTIST Church, Huntingdon, participate in a groundbreaking ceren 
Sunday, April 10, for a new BOO-seat sanctuary. The leaders are, from left, John Cole; Mik •.. 
Henry Simpson; Jan Kizer; Dale Kelly, mayor of Huntingdon; Chad Utley; Fred Ward, pasto 
O'Brien; Jayne Simpson; Judy Belew; Clayton Furr; and Betsy Beauchamp. The project, v t::11 

estimated to cost $2.6 million is the largest building project of the church to date, repartee 
Simpson, minister of music/education. The new sanctuary will be located adjacent to curre1 
ities in the downtown area. The church has held two worship services for a number of year. 
ing about 600. Its sanctuary seats 400. In 1995, a Family Life Center, office space, and edt 
a/ space was built. Recently the church bought and renovated former retail facilities. Tl 
being used for student ministry. 

Center on Sunday, April 3. 
James Twilbeck, director of 
missions, Western District 
Baptist Association, based in 
Paris, spoke. New carpet, new 
interlocking seats, and drap­
ery items have been added to 
make the gym sanctuary 
ready. Larry Dukes, pastor,· 
explained that numerous 
unsaved people live in the 
community and the church can 
grow, reported Jolene Howell 
of the chtlich. 

+ Brush Creek Baptist 
Church, Brush Creek, will 
hold homecoming on Sunday, 

. May 1. After the 10 a.m. wor­
ship ~ervice, a luncheon will be 
held. The Dillehays will pres­
ent music. For more informa­
tion, call the church at (615) 
683-8249. 

+ On Sunday, May 15, Tay­
lors Chapel Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro, will 
celebrate its 100th anniver ­
sary of service. The celebrat~on 
will begin at 11 a .m . with a 
special service. Music and a 
luncheon will follow. For more 
information, call Pam May­
nard at (615) 896-9087. 

+ Hermitage Hills Bap­
tist Church, Hermitage, will 
hold the conference, "Under­
standing the Love ofYour Life" 
for married 'couples, on Friday 
- Saturday, May 13-14. Jim 
Heiskell will lead it. He is with 
Walk thru the Bible Ministries 
of Atlant a, Ga. For more infor­
mation, contact Pat Hamilton 
at the church (615) 883-5034 
or pbamilton@hermitagehills­
baptist.com. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Pleasant Hill, will hold 
revival Sunday - Wednesday, 
May 1-4. Speakers include Roy 
Miller, pastor of the church; 
Hank Jones, pastor, Cumber­
land Fellowship Baptist 
Church, Crossville; Tony Wil-

son, Pine Eden Baptist tiona! folkloric dancere 
Church, Crossville; Mike Gar- achi bands, pinata pla; 
rett, pastor, Meridian Baptist dance lessons, and kids 
Church, Crossville; Bill ties will be offered. J > 
Roberts, retired pastor, Memo- vendors will supply a 
rial .Baptist Church, Cross- Columbian, South Arr. 
ville. Hispanic, and Caribbes 

+ First Baptist Church, P~ofits .will g~ to the 
Atwood will hold revival Hispamc Achievers p 
Sunday : Friday, April 24-29. :- ~pd . Belmont Uni 
Stephen Atwood will speak under-represented/undi 
and Eric Wollam will lead the leged s tudent ft,nds. Fo. 

l nformation, contact music. For more information, 
call the church at (731) 662-
7370. 

+ Rome Baptist Church, 
Lebanon, will begin offering 
Weight Watchers on Saturdays 
at 8:30 a .m. beginning April 
23. Also the church will hold a 
Bake Sale/Car Wash on Satur­
day, April 23, to support the 
church 's Vacation Bible 
School. For more information, 
contact J enise Fitzgerald at 
(615) 453-8868. 

• • oc1at1ons 
+ The Woman's Misswif.. 

ary Union Leadership 
Council of McMinn/Meigs 
Baptist Association, based 
in Athens, held a women's con­
ference and luncheon on Sat­
urday, March 5, at First Bap­
tist Church, Athens. The event 
drew about 180 women from 
26 churches. Jane Bishop, 
director of volunteer mobiliza­
tion, North American Mission 
Board, Alpharetta, Ga., spoke. 
Ladies also attended two of six 
conferences offered and 
received gifts. The theme was ..... 
"Women in step with Christ." 

Schools 
+ Belmont University, 

Nashville, will hold a Latin 
Music Street Fair on Saturday, 
April 23, on its campus. Tradi~ 

Herrera at herrerad@m 
mont.edu or visit ww 
streetfair.com. 

+ Fifty Union Uni, 
· students will benefit 111 

large scholarship gift 
Hammons Foundation, 
ing to Union Presiden 
S. Dockery. The fou~ 
started by former 
t rustee Ed Hammon 
awarded the universi 
$125,500 for scholars ' 
students attending U 3 

2005-2006·. The gift bri • 
total amount donated b 
mons and the founda 2 

$1,931,296 since 1996 
mons, of Forrest City, 
a longtime supporter 
University, J ackson , wl 
in 1998. 

Statewi 
Events 

+ Tennessee Ca 
on Mission will hold 
Rally beginning Frida, 
22, and a work week 
ning Monday, April 
Cordova Baptist Can 
Conference Center in 
va. Last week's issue r• 
the dates in correct! 
more information, • 
Sonny and Irene G• 
Hermitage H ills l 
Church, Hermitage, a 
758-7213. 


