Emma Waters Summar Library
\ UNION UNIVERSITY
Jackson, N 38305 :

Baphsr &

BEXNHERX **¥#u%%xCR LOT O148A¥¥CD44

#0149910

24 REG 182/1

UNION UNIVERSITY
LIBRARY

1050 UNION UNIVERSITY DR
JACKSON TN 38305-8697

TBC staff. — Page 3

mn addresses
c lihood:! of increased *
opportumtles to gamble
essee. — Page

onsidered it for

ed'to 'planr-for the
ds of the congrega-
| new sanctuary. The
ently draws about
unday morning to
. Englewood
would stay in‘its cur-

2003 the church
t the Old English Inn
- where Gov. Phil Bre-
, musician Ricky Skaggs,
ctress Jane Seymour vis-
cently. Bob Hope and

me mvestlgahon, the

Durin

. church began

Telling the Story of Tennessece Baptists

SSOVGI’

Vol. 171/No. 16; April 27, 2005

Tennessecms to help perform acts of kindness

By Linda Lawson
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Acts of
kindness such as free water on
a hot day, coins for a load of
laundry, and a free car wash
will be carried out in Jesus

. name on Saturday, June 18, by

members of 13 Nashville-area
churches in partnership with
volunteers from other parts of
the United States.

The project is called Kind-
ness Explosion and it’s part of
Crossover ' 2005, the evangel-

_ism thrust taking place prior to

this year’s Southern Baptist
Convention to be held June 21-
22 in Nashville. Activities will
happen across a 40-mile radius
of the greater Nashville area.
Crossover is sponsored by
the Southern Baptist North
‘American Mission Board, Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention, and
seven Baptist associations.
Affirming Kindness Explo-
sion, TBC Executive Director
James Porch observed, “Jesus
went about. being kind and
iexpressing kindness. The Scrip-
tures bear witness to both His

church learned a church in Ari-
zona had bought a hotel and a
church in North Carolina
bought a conference center;, said
Brent Lay, associate pastor of
Englewood. The churches,
though, started using the facili-
ties soon for church activities
and renovating them. Engle-
wood wasn’t sure about its
plans for the facility.

‘The church considered turn-
ing the hotel into a senior. citi-
zen’s residence. But it wo_q_l’d be
expensive, they discovered.

The congregation consxdered
selling the contents:and razing
‘the proper(:y But, the church
needed some classroom space

and cooled, mamtamed “and
protected ‘he pointed out. The
‘considering
developing a. Chnstlan confer-
ence center.

The church enhsted some
lawyers and a Baptist, with
hotel management experience

~ Coughlins to'operate

attitude and actions in behalf of
hurting and wounded people.

“As Baptists.go about being -

kind during Crossover Nash-
ville, we do so0‘in ‘the name of
the living Christ. I pray that all
acts of kindness will include a
sense of wonder as to how God
may bless our
honest chari-
ty.”
Beverly
Smothers,
TBC strategic
ministries
- specialist and
one of three
Kindness
Explosion
coordinators, said the purpose
of the project is to “approach
people in the marketplace and
meet physical needs while
sharing a spiritual witness as
appropriate.” Rusty Sumrall,
Nashville Baptist Association,
and Jeff Wagner, NAMB, are
the other two coordinators.
Smothers noted that acts of
kindness generate a “surprise
effect. Invariably, people will
ask, ‘What is this about? Why
are people washing my wind-

Baptist and Reflector

 NASHVILLE — As of April

20, the number of volunteers
committed to involvement in
Crossover Nashville was
approaching 11,000.

The massive  evangelism
thrust will take place prior to
the June 21-22 meeting of the
Southern Baptist Convention
across a 40-mile radius of the
greater Nashville area.

Seven venues make up
Crossover: personal evangel-
ism, sports evangelism,

ethnic ministries, kindness
explosion, and collegiate evan-
gelism.

The largest venue, person-

Crossover volunl'eers near 1 1,00€)T

prayer journeys, block parties, .

-al evangelism, will involve
154 host churches and 6,699
volunteers from ‘the host
churches and other churches
around the country. The other
six venues will involve 4,060
volunteers and 99 host
churches.

The total of 10,759 volun-
teers represents the largest
Crossover in history. Partici-
pants may continue to regis-
ter until early June.

Crossover is sponsored by
the North American Mission
Board, Tennessee Baptist
Convention, and seven area
associations. LifeWay Christ-
ian Resources is coordinating
the personal evangelism
venue. O

shield or washing my car for
free? ”

Those questions then allow
the volunteers to identify the
church and that the action is
being carried out in the name
of Jesus. Smothers noted that
each participating church is
choosing ministry actions

appropriate to their area.

Old New Hope Baptist
Church in Fairview, for exam-
ple, has obtained permission to
hand out free bottles of water
and homemade cookies at a
local grocery store, according to
Mary Donegan, WMU leader.
— See Tennesseans, page 3

‘urchase of hotel ensures fufure space for Jackso'n church

to, study the possi-
bilities. Soon a non-
profit corporation,
Christian Confer-
ence Center of Jack-
son, was formed to
operate the hotel. It
is led by a board
directed’ by church .
trustees. Then two
members of the
church, Chip: and
Sarah  Coughlin,
leased the hotel/-
conference center.
Another couple,
Darrell and Ann
Hicks, also members

of ‘the church, lease
space from the

Cajun  Gookers . Bar-B-Que

restaurant in the hotel.

‘The church’s non-profit sta-
tus is protected by the fact that
separate legal entities are
involved and allowed by the
Neighborhood Land Rule of the
Internal Revenue Service. The
rule allows a church to buy a
property and lease it, if long-

term plans are approved by the
IRS within five years of the
purchase, and if the church
plans to use the property for
exempt purposes within an
additional 10 years.

The legal arrangement also
protects the entities in terms of
liability issues, added Lay.

Many positive outcomes

HOTEL/CONFERENCE CENTER managers Chip and Sarah Coughlin, left,
visit with staff of Englewood Baptist Church, Jackson, from left, Ben Man-
drell, assistant to the pastor; Brent Lay, associate pastor; and Phil Jett, pas-
‘the World Champion tor.

have developed from the ven-
ture, which was never a “busi-
ness venture,” said Lay, but “a
faith venture.”

The restaurant has been
operated for 12 months. The
facilities are an addition to the
community, and the businesses
are a help to people through
— See Englewood, page 3

et




Page 2 / B&R / April 27, 2005

about
your
newsjournal

Subscribe to the Baptist and
Refiector for one year and
receive 47 coples. Individual
subscriptions, $11; Church
Leadership Plan, $8.75 per
subscription; other plans avail-
able

Lonnie Wilkey, editor
(615) 371-2046,
Iwilkey @ tnbaptist.org

Connie Davis Bushey, news
editor

(615) 371-7928,

cdavis@tnbaptist.org

Susie Edwards, circulation/

executive assistant/advertis-
ing

(615) 371-2003,

sedwards @tnbaptist.org

Mary Nimmo, church
pages/administrative
assistant
(615)-371-7929,
mnimmo @tnbaptist.org

Betty Wllllams, bookkeeper
(615) 371-7930,
bwilliams @tnbaptist.org

Office — Baptist and Reflector,
5001 Maryland Way, Brent-’
wood, TN 37027

Mailing address - P.O. Box
728, Brentwood, TN 37024

Phone - (615) 371-2003
FAX - (615) 371-2080
Web Site — www.tnbaptist.org

Publisher - Tennessee Baptist
Convention Executive Board

Convention Commun-
Ications Committee —

Mark Grégory. chairman; Mickey
Basham, vice chairman; Marty
Comer, Orvind Dangeau, Mary
Beth Duke, Pat Hood, Jay
McCluskey, Bob Osburn, Larry
Parrott, Carlos Peterson, Bob
Riley, Mildred Thompson, Den-
nis Trull, Pat Whaley

Postmaster —

Periodical postage paid at
Brentwood and at additional
mailing office. (USPS 041-
780) POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to Baptist
and Reflector, P.O. Box 728,
Brentwood, TN 37024.

Frequency of issue —

Published weekly except for the
weeks of Christmas, New
Year’s, Memorial Day, Fourth
of July, and Labor Day.

Printed on
@ recycled paper

College students
interested in
spiritual matters

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — As many as
80 percent of college students
are interested in spirituality
and 74 percent claim to have
discussions about the meaning
of life with friends, according to
the latest study by UCLA’s
Higher Education Research
Institute.

“College students appear to
put & premium on their spiritu-
al development,” said Alexander
Astin, co-principal investigator
for the project. “They are clearly
very interested in these larger
questions in life, and many of
them hope that the college expe-
rience will support them in their
spiritual quest.

“The challenge for higher

education is to understand the

priority young people place on
these issues and explore how
well they are supporting their
students’ quest.”

The study, based on a survey
of 112,232 freshmen at 236 col-
leges and universities conducted
last fall, found that students are
searching for deeper meaning in
their lives, looking for ways to
cultivate their inner selves,
seeking to be compassionate and
charitable, and deciding what
they believe about social and
global issues, according to an
April 13 news release.

Of the students surveyed, 76
percent are searching for mean-

.ing and purpose in life, 81 percent

attend religious services, 80 per-
cent discuss religion or spirituali-
ty with friends, 79 percent believe
in God, and 69 percent pray.

national / state news

Baptist Press

BRENTWOOD — Millions
of people nationwide are being
called to prayer on May 5, in
observance of the 54th annual
Day of Prayer.

People will be able to attend
abservances held in public ven-
ues to pray for the nation, gov-
ernmental leaders, media, and
schools.

This year’s theme is “God
Shed His Grace On Thee” and
is based on Hebrews 4:16 NIV.

Noted author and pastor
Max Lucado is the 2005 hon-
orary chairman and will
address the national event in
Washington, D.C. on May 5.

The National Day of Prayer
tradition pre-dates the found-
ing of the United States when

Tennesseans to observe Nuhonal Dcy of Prcy

the
issued a proelamahon sehmg
‘aside a day of jprayer in 1775,
according to the. I‘Jatlonnl ‘Day.
of Prayer web site. In 1952 Con-
gress. estabhsh' .an ‘annual
day of prayer and in 1988, that
law was amended desxgnatmg
the National Day. of Prayer. as
the first Thursday in May.
Several obseryances are

- planned ~ across. _Tennessee.

Among them are:

Three Baptist associations
— Nolachucky, Grainger, and
Holston Valley — are uniting
on May 5 from 7-9 p.m. for the
“Lakeway Area Prayer Confer-
ence. The theme is “Heart Cry
for Revival” The event will be
held at Barnards Grove Baptist
Church in Bean Station. For
more information, call Don

‘information, call Sue (¢}
(901) 861-0499, ﬂl’ﬂg

For more informal
these events and oth
held in the state,
www.nationaldayofpray
and click ‘on “Let's St
When ‘a’ map of tl
appears; click on the
Tennessee for a lis
events, J

Researchers also found that
today’s college students are tol-
erant of the non-religious as
well, with 83 percent agreeing
that “non-religious people can be
just as moral as religious believ-
ers” and 64 percent saying “most
people can grow spiritually
without being religious.”

UCLA’s jnstitute also report-
ed that students with high lev-
els of religious engagement are
far less likely to believe abortion
should be legal, think casual sex
is okay, support same-sex “mar-
riage,” and endorse legalization
of marijuana than students with
low levels of religious engage-
ment.

Contrary to what many secu-
lar ‘educators contend, 67 'per-
cent of the students surveyed
said they consider it “essential”
or “very important” that their

college play a role in developing

their personal values and 48

percent say it is essential or

very important that colleges
encourage their  personal
expression of spirituality. O

Conn. legalizes
civil unions; 2nd
state fo do so

. Baptist Press

HARTFORD, ' Conn. —
Demonstrating the .progress
homosexual activists have made
in recent years, Connecticut
Gov. M. Jodi Rell signed a same-
sex civil unions bill into law
April 20, making the state the
first to pass such a law without
a court mandate.

Rell, a Republican, si;
bill into law shortly
Connecticut Senate pas
bill 26-8. It previoul
passed the House. The ngﬁ
means that beginning
homosexual couples will
to join in state-sani
unions that grant them
the legal benefits of marria

Connecticut joins Vermdg

theaonly states to legalize|
unions. Massachusetts
the only state with sa i
mamage But the lai
Massachusetts d:
weé¥e court-ordered. The (§
necticut bill was passed v:
tarily.

Another state, Califor
domestic partnerships, alt
they are not as exp:
civil unions. Californi
also was passed volun

Says NAMB interfaith expert

Baptists, Catholics differ on views of salvatio

By Lee Weeks
Baptist Press

* WASHINGTON — As the world observes
the (election of the first new pope of the
Roman Catholic \Church in more than 25
years, many Baptists may be thinking
through how Cathohc beliefs differ from
their own.

“The Catholic understandmg of God is
the same as the Trinitarian view of God held
by evangelicals,” said Bill Gordon, an associ-
ate with the North American Mission
Board’s interfaith evangelism team. and
author of NAMB’s overview of ‘the faith,
Roman Catholicism Belief Bulletin.

“The Jesus of Catholicism is the same
Jesus we worship,” continued Gordon, a
Southern Baptist authority on Catholicism.
“He is the second person of the Holy Trinity,
fully God and fully man, who died on the
cross and rose again from the dead.”

. Gordon said, however, that while
Catholics and Southern Baptists alike are
ardent defenders of the tity of h

however, teaches that one receives God’s
grace through the church’s sacraments.
Southern Baptists believe, according to Scrip-
ture, that we .receive God’s grace solely
through faith in'Jesus Christ, by faith alone.

“Catholics ‘also. have a sacramental’
understanding of how God’s grace is dis="
pensed,” Gordon ‘explained. “To receive the
grace of God and eternal salvation, the
Catholic Church teaches that you have to
receive the sacraments from their church.
Southern' Baptists believe that the sacra--
ments are contrary to the teaching of the
Bible and that grace is received directly.
from God. We don’t have to go through an
intermediary. The ‘church doesn't' control
God's storehouse of grace. We receive all the
grace we need directly from God when'we
believe in Jesus Christ.”

Gordon said the Cathohc Church also
dxstmg'uxshes between the ‘seriousness ‘of
various sins. Murder, adu]tery, stealing, and
lying are called mortal sins which must be
confessed to a priest in order to receive for-

life and the institution of marriage between
one man and one woman, the two groups
hold starkly different beliefs about the key
doctrine of eternal salvation.

“Catholics will agree that you have to be
saved by the grace of God that comes through
Jesus Christ,” Gordon said. “Catholicism,

gi . Other less serious sins, known as
venial sins, according to Catholicism, can'be
atoned for after death in a place called pur-
gatory.

According to the Bible, all sins are seri-
ous, and any sin will condemn a person to:
hell apart from the grace of God which
comes from faith in Jesus Christ, he said.

“Seripture.

“Traditionally, Catholics have inf
ed purgatory as a place of pi
where a person is purified.” Gord
“According to Catholic theology, eve:
purgatory will eventually be purifi
taint of sin and make it into heaven

Mike-Ficona, director of NAMB's'
faith evangelism team, ‘said the
Paul’s teaching in Philippians tha
absent from the body i to be pre:
the Lord,” contradicts the Catholic ¢
of purgatory.

Chnst’s atoning sacrifice covem
sins — past, present, and future;
said.

Gordon said the differenties ‘i
‘about’ eternal ‘salvation bétween
Baptists and Catholics can be attrib
large part to ‘each denommatwns

Catholicism. holdﬂ that its tradi
equal in authority with the teac]
Seripture. For Southern Baptists,
is the sole spiritual authority.

“I do'believe that it's possible for
Catholics to be genuinely saved
what their church teaches,” Gord,
“It’s faith in Jesus Christ that sal
membership in a church or denor
Salvation is not determined by ch
bership. Salvation is determined
al faith in Jesus Christ."(J




R/ A ‘u'nz, 2005N -
ax e : - Tennessee news

e seans to help perform acts of

“<Another participating

church, First Baptist, Nash-

ville, has been doing acts of

kindness each April with

Catch the Vision Day, target-

mg people who live and work
. downtown Nashville,

care. ‘For 2005,

they decided to

to June and be part of

Crossover.

250 church members and 50

outside volunteers.

accordmg to Rus Roach minis-
“ter of pastoral S5
move their (
annual project

They have identified 10
projects to involve as many as

Prgjects include oil changes
and a car wash, water distribu-

been collected.

tion, baking cookies, helping
with * church landscapmg,
remodeling the Downtown
Mmlstry Center, participating
in a sewing project, and host-
ing and dnvmg volunteers
involved in the door-to- door
evangehsm venue

Crossover. In addition, volun-
teers will assist with the med-
ical clinic the church is con-
ducting June 13-18 at the
Church of the Messiah and
Edgefield Baptist Church.
Other volunteers will conduct
church tours in connection

Thomas called the Tennessee Baptist Con-

vention Woman’s Missionary Union to inquire

at First Baptist Church here
sbruary mission project would
to'buy Bibles, they had not
ossover Nashville, the massive

about a need for Bibles and learned that
Crossover was taking place and that the church
funds were needed. A check was then mailed to
the TBC.

1 thrust being conducted in the
e area pnor to the June 21-22

* Grace Thomas said half
uart jars were made avail-

g the>moﬂl;h When all the
,a total, of. $391 25 had

the north side.
k years of prayer
reﬂectwn, said Jett He

ellconference center has any.

“Our prayer is for you to use the money to
buy Bibles and literature to aid in your work

with Crossover,” Thomas said in a letter accom-

gecupancy is amazing consider-
ing the fact that many people'in
the community thought it was

. closed during the six months the

church took to decide what to'do
with the property.

Lay said Englewood believes
the purchase was good steward-
ship because the land would be
required, ‘possibly in about 10
years, for the new sanctuary,
and the property would be much
more expensive then. The land
is within sight of Exit 82;from
Interstate 40, and on Hwy.

: 45/H1ghland

Thankfully, with: the lease
armngement Englewood  is
recouping about half ofits debt-
service on the loan on the prop-
erty: It is using banquet rooms

_for'Sunday School classrooms for

about 85 college students. And it
can begin using more space by
giving the Coughlins ‘notice.
Staff anticipate using banquet
rrooms for SS classrooms for 400
in the next few years.

The Coughlins are thrilled to
be ‘managing the hotel/center.

- Theopportunity came at a great

time for Chip Coughlin, former:
‘plant manager of ADM Milling
Company, a food processing
plant in Jackson. He lost his job
in a corporate reshuffle.

He had been without a job for
several months and was selling
cars when church leaders and
eventually (elolo; of J asked the
couple if they y would be interest-
ed in- leasmg the hotel and oper-

panying the check.

Asked in a phone interview where the idea
had originated for the project, Thomas could
not recall. “I guess it was the Lord who gave us
the idea,” she said. ( — Linda Lawson

with the SBC, serve as SBC
ushers, and help with lunch
distribution at a Friday noon
concert.

“These projects get us out in
the community and also get
our people active in ministry
and service,” Roach said.

In addition to

Kindness Explo-

sion, Roach said

two youth mis-

sion trips and a

medical mission trip normally

conducted elsewhere in the

US. or internationally will be

taking place in connection

with Crossover this year. A sig-

nificant portion of the church’s

mission budget for the year

also has been earmarked for
Crossover.

Smothers cited three prayer
requests for Kindness Explo-
sion, beginning with the desire

that host churches and visiting'

volunteers would work well
together. Also, she asked Ten-
nessee Baptists to pray for
lasting results, especially pro-
fessions of faith, and that
“many volunteers would expe-
rience the joy of leading some-
one to the Lord.”

She expressed the hope that
participating churches and
churches sending volunteers
would repeat Kindness Explo-
sion in their areas. D

CHIP AND'SARAH Coughlin, managers of the Old English Inn
Hotel & Conference Center, Jackson stand'in its foyer.

ating it.

Coughhn and his wife, Sarah,
said the experience has been a
God-send to them. They see the
job as a great opportunity for
their family, which includes
daughter, Betsy; and as a min-
istry.

For Christian groups, a 25
percent discount is offered,
including rooms beginning at

$59 a night for one or 'two peo- .

ple. For pastors who haven't
stayed at the hotel/center, a try-
out special is available.

Sarah ‘has added Christian

-messages, decorative items; and

a magazine and book rack.
They, can treat guests like
family, explained Sarah, since
they don’t have to answer to the
corporate managers of a hotel or
motel chain, added Chip. For

instance, Sarah provided a
Christmas Eve meal in the
lobby for their few guests.

Lay said Englewood and the
CCC of J realizes some may
view the inn/conference center
as in competition with Linden
Valley Conference Center and
camp in nearby Linden. But the
two facilities are so different he
doesn’t think it is.

“We are totally supportive of
Camp'Linden,” Lay said. In fact,
church members Jerry and Judy
Peters are staff members of Lin-
den Valley. “We use Linden Val-
ley,” he added.

Coughlin said during a town
meeting considering the pur-
chase and lease agreement, a
member asked him why he
thought he could run the
hotel/center successfully when

MclLaurin joins
convention staff
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Willie D.
McLaurin  was  recently
approved by the Church Pro-
grams Committee of the Exec-
utive Board of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention to serve as
leadership specialist.

His principal function will
be to work with the state mis-
sionary staff to build relation-
ships and
provide
strategies
for leader-
ship devel-
opment for
churches
and  staff
across the
state  with
specific but
not exclusive attention . to
Blacks and other ethnic
minorities.

McLaurin served  most
recently as executive pastor of
Greater Missionary Baptist
Church, Clarksville, and was
pastor of Greater Hope Bap-
tist Church, Union City, for
five years. He has served as
president of the African Amer-
ican Fellowship of the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention
and been a member of the
TBC Executive Board.

He ‘and his wife, Antonia,
have a daughter, Sierra, 2. (0

McLAURIN

two former managers who had
hotel experience had failed.

Coughlin responded that he
could because he had “2,000
partners in this,” referring to
the 2,000 members of Engle-
wood.

He said that has proven
true. Before the hotel/center
was opened, it had to be
cleaned and repaired. For
example, about 300 burned out
light bulbs had to be replaced.

_Volunteers from the church did

most of the work, said the
Coughlins.

The hotel/center recently
received a high compliment,
Chip said. A group of wives of
the hotel owners gathered from
several states at the hotel. The
lady who organized the meeting
lived in Nashville. Some of the
hotels their husbands owned
were high-end hotels, observed
Coughlin, They could have met
in any of the hotels owned by
their husbands, but they chose
the Old English Inn Hotel and
Conference Center.

The hotel/conference center
has 103 private rooms including
suites with fireplaces, five meet-
ing rooms, two of which have a
capacity of 250, and a pool. It
has wireless high speed internet
access. Some decorating is pro-
vided for meetings.

For more information on the
inn/conference center, contact
the Coughlins at (731) 668-1571
or chip@oldenglishInn.com. Q
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editorial / opmlon

Help offered for churches between pasiors

By Ray Gilder

When the pastor of a church
resigns, the church often
develops a sense of insecurity
and uncertainty. This is espe-
cially true of churches who
have to deal with one of the
following issues.

(1) The previous pastor was
encouraged to leave.

(2) There was a moral fail-
ure by a previous pastor.

(3) The church said good-
bye to a pastor who had been

there for many years.

(4) The church is contem-
plating moving from full-time
to bivocational status or vice
versa.

(6) The church has just
experienced a split.

(6) The church is grieving
over the death of the previous
pastor.

These churches may need
help in dealing with certain
issues before they will be ready
to respond positively to the
leadership of the next pastor.
Too often they are in a hurry to
call their next pastor or they
call an interim pastor that
does little more than preach
during worship services.

The interim period is an
excellent time to assist a

The Cooperative Program

church in moving through cer-
tain processes that will pro-
duce a healthier environment
in which to face the future.
More and more ministers are
doing interim work but few
are trained to lead a church
through these specific process-
es.

The Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention is offering a “Transi-
tional Interim Pastor” (TIP)
training event for interested
ministers at Carson Springs
Conference Center in Newport
on May 23-25. Some topics to
be covered are:

(1) the duties, skills, and
objectives of the transitional
interim pastor.

(2) conflict management
skills.

(3) leading the church t;;s i‘eﬂeﬁh@ns

plan for the future,

\(4) working with the tran51~
tional team.

(5) suggested preaching
during the transition.

(6) assisting the pastor
search process .

(7) preparing the church for
the new pastor. .

Registration fee, meals, and
lodging costs are $100 per per-
son single occupancy and $50
per person double occupancy.
For more information about
the training, call 1-800-558-
2090, ext. 2018, or e-mail
jclaycorby@tnbaptist.org. 0 —
Gilder is bivacational ministries

-specialist for the Leadership

Development Group of the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention.

Funding missions and ministry needs in Tennessee

july 22-23, 2005
Carson Newman College
Jefferson City, TN

For players in grades |-6

(must have completed st grade) & parent(s)

'$75 per person
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CLASSIFIED
MINISTRY — STUDENT
Sale Street Baptist Church ‘is
searching for full-time student
minister to focus on youth grades

6-12, andlcoﬂege students. Send
resume to Youth Minister Search
Committee, PO. Box 5215, Lake
Charles. LA 70606.

CAC R
Seeking a- full-time minister of
students and outreach for a pur-
pose driven church located in
suburban Saint Louis County.

- Must have a passion for youth

ministry and reaching students
for Christ. College degree pre-
ferred. Please ‘send resume
and/or recommendations to Min-
ister of Students Search Com-
mittee, c/o Fee Fee Baptist
Church, 11330 Saint Charles
Rock Rd., Bridgeton, MO 63044

MINISTRY — POSITIONS

Highland Park Baptist Church in*

Lenair city, Tenn., is;seeing a full-
time or bivocational minister of
muslc and a full-time or bivoca-
tional youth minister.: Please. e-
mail resumes to elclick@bell-
south.net “or ‘mail them to
Highland Park ‘Baptist Church,
4333 Highway 11" East, Lenoir

City, TN 37771 Attn. Pastor.

MINISTRY — PASTOR
Gath Baptist Church in McMIn-
nvilleis seeking a full-time pas-
tor. Send resume to Pastor
Search Committee, Gath Baptist
Church, 6968 Smithville H«gh-
way, McMinnville, TN 37110.

LR <K
Hillhurst  Baptist  Church,
Nashville, ‘is 'seeking a full-time
pastor. Please send resume to
Pastor Search Committee, 2715
Hody Dr., Nashville, TN 37206,
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Volunteer

Missions Network

By Marcia Knox
For “TBVMN Update

NEWPORT - Carson
Springs Baptist Conference
Center’s Stokely Chapel, locat-
ed here, is undergoing renova-
tion through'the use of volun-
teer construction teams, accord-
ing to Mark LeMay, TBC facili-
ties/support services manager.

“We specifically need men’s
groups who have someone in
the group who has some build-
ing expertise,” said LeMay.
“This'would be our priority
group. But, we realize that
there are a lot of churches, that
are willing to work and who
may not have expertise. We can
also use these groups now and
until the fall of this year.”

According to LeMay, Ten-
nessee Baptist camps and con-
ference centers play a major
role in reaching people for
Christ.

“Every year, hundreds of
lives are changed as people get
away from their everyday rou-
tines to attend acamp or con-
ference at one of our facilities.
Garson Springs and Linden Val-
ley are places where people

By Marcia Knox
For “TBVMN Update”

RIO DE JANEIRO — A
transformation both physically
and spiritually has become evi-
dent in the downtown Lapa
area here where Tennessee
Baphst Volunteer/Partnership
teams have been working since
2001:

“There is an evident change
in the whole Lapa commumty

memher of Hermitage Hills
Baptist Church;, Hermitage,
who worked as part of a volun-
teer constructx n team of eight

" Besides Rogets, gerving on
team were: his wife Brenda
Rogers, team leader; Bruce and

FAX - (615) 371-2014; Internet -

from all walks of life meet to ex-
perience God. The facilities that
we offer are a reflection of our
desire to make Christ known as
we serve His church and His
people.”

During the next months,
Tennessee Baptists are asked to
help with the renovation of
Stokely Chapel. “The TBC Exec-
utive Board believes in and
works hard to be good stewards
of all God has given us,” LeMay
noted. “Working cooperatively,
we will be able to accomplish
this God sized task and enjoy
seeing God receive the glory. .

“This is good stewardship.
There are lots of ways to give to
the Cooperative Program in-
cluding taking a construction
team to Carson Springs. Donat-
ing volunteers’ time and labor
can be the equivalent of giving
thousands of dollars to the Co-
operative Program. ° :

“Several of the teams that
came to help us'had never be-
fore visited Carson Springs.
This is one way to show them
an awareness of ownetshxg
However, the initial costs were
estimated at $800,000 and some
people prefer to give money in-

Brentwood, TN 37024; Phone - (615) 371-2021;

www.tnbaptist.org/page.asp?cat=news&subcat=mobilize

Constr_udmn volunteers renovate Stokely Chapel

WORKING ON STOKELY Chapel are volunteers and Bill Brewer,
project coordinator of Grace Baptist Church, Nashville, second

from left.

stead of labor.”
Camp Carson, the forerun-

ner to Carson Springs, was

opened in 1949 for Ten

began on scaling back the
chapel plans and building less
than was needed. After much

Baptists and 1,329 young peo-
ple attended the facility within
¢ the following weeks. In order
for the camp to continue to

5 ‘grow, a plan was drawn up to

stone chapel with class-
spacei:Gonstruction of the

W
cﬁapel was begun on faith that

funding would follow.
Early in 1952, disc‘ussion

Brenda Rogers; an interpreter; Henry Mason; Sharon' Fairchild,

[ 5% £ X S <
WORKING IN THE new construction area of the Lapa ,Church in
.Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, are from left: Amy Elrod, IMB journeyman; .

IMB missionary; James Rogers; and Rodney Wilson.

Christine Karcher; Rodney Wil-
son, co-project manager; Don
Thompson; Michael Sherwood,
building contractor, and Henry
Mason, all of Henmtage Hills
Church.

" “The best word to describe
this church is transformation,”
Brenda Rogers said. “The build-
ing has been physxcally restored
which has allowed the church to
begin a variety of ministries in:
cluding worship services; coun-
seling, medical clinics, street
evangelism; and clean clothing.

“The greatest transformation
is seen in the lives of the people.
Hit men, drug users, prostitutes
have been changed by the pow-
er of God’s Word. What was
once a dilapidated building is
now a lighthouse for the gospel.

“I could definitely see God
doing great works at Lapa,”
said Sherwood. “I felt that the
Lapa community has improved
dramatically over the past few
years, because of the influence
of the church:”

In addition to the volunteer

di icn with the builder, a
second “first stage” plan was
created.

Over the years, Stokely
Chapel has served as the prima-
ry focal point for the TBC sum-
mer camps, housing the wor-
ship times, classroom times,
and often indoor recreational
activities. The chapel is‘also
— See Conslrucﬂon, page 6

Hermltage Hills Church team serves in Rm de J&metr@

teams, IMB mssxonanes Ray
and Sharon Fairchild; and jour-
neyman Amy Elrod have been
instrumental in the physical
and spiritual transformation of
the area.

* “The kitchen will be used by

* the church for activities and an

ongoing street ministry,” said
Wilson. “The project was actual-
ly initiated last year following.
an assessment visit by myself
and Hermitage Hills Church
member Matt Nicks, the local
IMB missionaries, and the Lapa
Church leadership.

“Several needed projects for
the church’s effective ministry
were identified and prioritized
by the team. The most critical
project identified was the re-
placement of a dilapidated, un-
dersized, poorly equipped space
used as a kitchen.”

The project actually began in
March 2005 before the Her-
mitage Hills Church team ar-
rived with the Lapa Church
members, interpreters, and
Brazilian workers, who joined
closely with the missionaries to
demolish the existing structure
and construct the concrete

frame for the 26’ x 26’ kitchen.

. The Hermitage Hills Church
team joined the group April 4 to
complete the project and start
the process of removing

— See Hermitage Hills, page 6

Ry T
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TBC staffers train SS leaders from eight states in Monta

For “TBVMN Update”

BILLINGS, Mont. — Since 2000
TeamWest consortium, a Baptist
partnership of Western States, has
met together throughout the region to
train their trainers, and this year
they met here at Montana State Bap-
tist College where Tennessee Baptist
Convention Sunday School trainers
led them.

According to Tim Holcomb, TBC
Church Growth Strategies Group
leader, the Tennessee Sunday School
team was invited March 11 to train
trainers at TeamWest as they have
done’in’ past years.

The Baptist state conventions mak-
ing up TeamWest are: Utah/Idaho,

Wyoming, Montana, New Mexico, Ari-
zona, Colorado, and Nevada. This year
California and Alaska were invited as
observers.

The training event involved Ten-
nessee conference leaders: Ken Marler,
general leadership growth specialist;
Mark Miller, general
leadership specialist;
Vicki Hulsey, child-
hood education spe-
cialist; Theresa
Thomas, preschool
ministry specialist;
Bruce Edwards, youth
ministry specialist;
and Holcomb.

TBC Executive di-
rector, James Porch also attended the

HoLcomB

sessions. TBC volunteer missions spe-
cialist, Kim Margrave traveled with the
team to continue developing the 2006-
2010 prospective partnership with
Montana Baptists. >

“Each of our leaders from Tennessee
led conferences on Friday morning,”
said Holcomb. “The conference partici-
pants or state trainers at the event
were selected by their individual states
and will conduct Sunday School train-

. ing and consultations within their re-

spective states and/or churches. Each *
age group along with pastors was pro-
vided hands-on instruction in how to
conduct a conference with the theme:
‘Vital Signs for a Hea]thy Sunday
School.” ”

Marler led a specialized conference

- and Evaluation plan,” noted !

. School leaders to provide assi:

for State Sunday School directol
conference focused on the Gallup
gagement material, which is a trz i
tool. This material provided a
cused evaluation on how and
ple decide to belong and stay in'
in a church.

“In addmon, Marler led the el
group in the Sunday School Grow

“This session provided consultin
for all the participants. | =

“With the developing partner
tween the TBC and the Montan:
Southern Baptist Convention,

will be more opportunities for S

2

the Montana Convention as well {
TeamWest consortium.” Q

Construction volunteers renovate Stokely Chapel ...

— Continued from page 5
used for church programming
events and weddings.

Since the building of the
new Conference Center, more
groups are utilizing the camp
and renovation is needed on
Stokely Chapel, which is locat-
ed on English Mountain. The
chapel is a two-story building,
constructed of concrete blocks
and natural stones that were
quarried in the area. The top
story sanctuary is designed i:or
multi-purposes‘and can seatup
to 500 for worship.

The upstairs has two large
classrooms at the rear of the
facility. There are 10 small
group classrooms and one large
classroom downstairs. There is
no air conditioning in the
building, but there are space
heaters.

Even though the building
was well maintained, 50 years

of usage has taken its toll. To-
day Stokely Chapel is needed
52 weeks of the year instead of
just the summer months. Heat-
ing and air conditioning are
needed to protect carpets and
other materials as well as
keeping the campers and visi-
tors cool.

To heat and cool efficiently,
all windows in the facility have
been replaced. In addition the
facility must be brought up to
codes, more bathroom facilities
are required, and handicap ac-
cess has to be expanded.

“The process began in No-
vember 2004 with the gutting
of the facility,” added LeMay.
“The renovation began in Janu-
ary 2005. Our plans call to add
new restroom facilities and a
hallway to give wheelchair ac-
cess to the backside class-
rooms, which are on a higher
level than the sanctuary. We

are adding drywall and insula-
tion. Tt is being transformed
from a seasonal camp building

‘to a year-round multi-use facil-

ity, complete with comfortable
pew chairs.

“Bill Brewer, a retired phone
company employee who builds
houses, serves as the on-site
project coordinator. The project
has become a mission experi-
ence for him, because he felt
God could use him. Brewer has
spent countless hours away
from his home to'lead construc-
tion volunteer teams at'Stokely
Chapel.

“The current emphasis is on
the main floor chapel area and
the basement additions for the .
bathrooms,” said Brewer, a
member of Grace Baptist
Church in Nashville. “Ten-
nessee Baptist teams who have
volunteered have ranged in
size from 4-42 people and have

come to Carson Springs from
as far away as Bolivar.

“We have had over 250 vol-
unteers come work in 18 differ-
ent teams.”

Cumberland Baptist Associ-
ation, Clarksville, Disaster Re-
lief Rebuild team worked Feb.
5 with a 10-member team and
April 2 with a 30-member team
at Stokely Chapel, led by asso-
ciational Disaster Relief direc-"
tor Carolyn Watson. Also two
Disaster Relief Chain Saw

~teams from Sharon Baptist

Church in Knoxville, led by
Jim Clark in February, helped
clear 27 trees around the build-
ing to make way for new con-
struction.

“All skills and levels of skills
are needed, and we need more
availability than ability,” noted
LeMay.

“Currently we need drywall
finishers and hangers as well as

Hermitage Hills Church team serves in Rio de Janeiro ...

— Continued from page 5 .
around 103,290 lbs. of debris
that was generated by the de-
molition of earth, rock, and
bricks.

This included transporting
the debris with buckets and
wheelbarrows down one flight
of stairs and around 200 feet
for removal. The debris con-
tained numerous large gran-
ite boulders that had to be:
broken up into manageable
size pieces with sledge ham-
mers.

Additionally, the project re-
quired laying around 600 con-
crete blocks totaling 2,000 lbs.
for the walls, installing the
underground plumbing, run-
ning the conduit for the elec-
trical, pouring the concrete
slabs for the floors, installing
wall tile, and pouring concrete
columns and beams for an
opening in the existing brick
walls for a future project.

All the materials required
for the new construction were

carried on the same path as
the debris but in reverse
through the sanctuary and out
the front door. Concrete and
mortar required for the proj-
ect was hand mixed at the
work site from the raw mate-
rials carried from the side-
walk. There were 232 cubic
feet of mortar mixed and
placed for walls and slabs to-
taling 35,000 1bs., 1,000
square feet of wall tile in-
stalled, and‘56 cubic feet of
ditches that were hand exca-
vated through the concrete
floor. In addition, there were
also hundreds of pounds of

- mesa dirt, which had to be

sifted by the team to be made
into a stucco like mixture for
the walls.

Besides the Hermitage
Hills Church team, working
on the project were two mis-
sionaries and 21 Brazilians.
Around 1,550 man-hours were
used for the project:

“The only reason that we

were able'to manage this proj-
ect was because of the man-
power of the missionaries, the
Brazilian team, and the site
preparation work,” noted
James Rogers. “Our job was to
remove debris and lay block
work while the integrated
work continued with the
Brazilian teams. It was truly
an orchestrated effort, be-
cause we did the grunt work.”
According to Brenda  -:
Rogers, two years ago while
serving in Rio on a medical
team, some members from

Hermitage Hills Church visit-

ed the Lapa Church. :
“Two years may seem like a
long time to pull together a
construction team, but God’s
time is the perfect plan to
work under, because the Lapa
Church is located in the his-

torical area of downtown Rio

where a special permit was
needed to begin the project,”
she said.

Beginning as a shared vi-

sion by the late IMB mission-
ary Elizabeth Oates and Hen-
rique Cezar, who had previ-
ously served as the former
pastor to the Lapa Church
and at that time was the Cari-
oca Baptist Convention Social
Ministries director, the Lapa -
Church was to be transformed
from a former pool hall and '
place of prostitution. In 2001 a
team from Brentwood Baptist
church cleaned ‘and remodeled

. the front of the 8,000 sqiare

foot building into a worship
sanctuary-and homeless min-
istry.

The Hermltage Hills
Church team, a Brazilian con-
tractor Eli and his construc-
tion crew, and Lapa Church
men worked together for a
week to build the kitchen that
will feed the homeless.

The Lapa Church current-
ly serves about 100 meals 5
days a week. Water lines and
sewage lines were improved
to meet the growing needs of

. weekend, a week, a mon!

carpenters, painters, elech
cians, carpet trimmers,
ers, concrete finishers, ani
ers who are able to work

volunteers will receive
board while they are on sit
The Stokely Chape
the name of the William'
Stokely family whose
donations have been msfﬁ
mental in building and re
valing the chapel since 144
Construction groups,
vailable, are .{pfé‘
a%’[ay at 1-800-565
2076 or direct at (615):371
2076 to set a date for a co)
struction team.
Individuals who wis|
make donations to the Stc
Renovation Fund can sent
their gifts to TBC, P.0. B(
728, Brentwood, TN
Designate gifts to Stokel
Chapel. Q

the congregation.
On Friday, Cezar th
his brothers in Tenness
answered the call and
monies available for w
Rio. “The Lapa Church
not have gold or silver,
will intercede for theTe
nessee people and we ¥
lose the vision of the ﬁe
he said.
“Since the Hermi
Church team has re
home, we have seen
sions of the past fulfill
added Brenda Rog
have dreams for. the
Lapa in our hearts wi
dreams and plans
transformation. The
needs a shower area
homeless and an a|

inside for the pasfor
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season,” said John Cole. “It has

_ the facilities of a motel. Be-
cause of the volunteers’ labor,
it is a debt free building.”

Both John and Virginia Cole
worked on the centre during
2004 installing sheet rock and

- doing whatever was needed to

- complete the project.

“This past summer our
bulldmg was filled with mis-

- sion volunteers from all over
North America who came to
help us build a new CCSB Mis-

.sions/Ministry Centre,” said
Taillon. “This centre will help
us provide lodging for mission
‘volunteers who will serve in
our churches. It will also pro-
vide a facility for the National
Leadership Board meetings,
New Minister Orientation
meetings, youth and student
retreats, field staff meetings

»ans celebrate opening of housin

and many training events.

“Under the excellent lead-
ership of DK Hale, CCSB Na-
tional Partnership/ Volunteer
consultant, this building has
been built entirely from dona-
tions. It stands as a tribute to
the generosity of God’s peo-
ple.

According to Taillon, the
Missions/Ministry Centre was
built almost entirely by volun-
teers who framed, plumbed,
wired, dry walled, painted, and
even built the furniture and
cabinets. The volunteers
buried.pipe in the mud, pound-
ed nails, and climbed rafters to
build a roof that they shingled.

“It was interesting to hear
their stories,” Taillon added.
“I am so impressed with the
level of their unselfishness.
They paid their own travel ex-

e ¥ i iy & —
TENNESSEE BAPTIST John
Cole, a member of First Baptist
Church of Huntingdon, stands
behind Gerry Taillon, right, of
the Canadian Convention of
Southern Baptists staff, during
the dedication of the Missions/
Ministry Centre.

penses to come and help us.
They took care of themselves
placing no demands on the

LIVING HOPE Baptist Church has a new
home which is the former Ossian Lutheran
Church. It is about 10 miles from, Decorah,
lowa.

-at about $190,000, and the lot was
$20,000. The church, which was built on
two levels, includes 6,200 square feet. The
sanctuary holds 150 people, and there are
Sunday School rooms and a large fellow-
ship hall.

¢Tt's ‘a traditional aluminum siding
church with a balcony God has been 50
‘wonderful o us, ” Needham noted. “The Bap-
tist Convention of Towa put together a pack-
age Dec. 10, 2004, with'a $10,000 interest
free loan and a $5,000 grant. Living Hope
Church also had $10,000 in'savings. It's
been a blessing in many ways, and we closed
on the church Feb. 25, 2005.

“Thank you 50 ‘much for praying for-us. -
God is answering in ways that are so far be-

_ yond whatwe could ever- imagine, and we -
have a fow more new. people coming to the
church.” :

Needham added that the Lutheran coni- ;
gregation took their stain glass windows
with them so the new:church will replace
the windows and has already done some
clean up work and painting. The new church
also did some survey work.

For now. the new church is meeting in
rooms in back of the: ‘sanctuary until it's

. “Alocal newspaper recently ran an
: on our new church,” added Needham.
“The community has also told us that they
are happy that we are there.”

A Tennessee transplant to Iowa, Need-,
‘ham taught for several years at Tennessee

Women on Mission plan fo return to lowa

Temple Umvere.lty, Chattanooga, where he
served as director of the History Depart-
ment. He and his family are former mem-
bers of Brainerd Hills Baptist Church in
Chattanooga.

When the three women prayerwalked in
2004 the new church start and a Lutheran
college in Decorah for the Northeast Baptist
Association, a part of the Baptist Conven-
tion of Iowa, they prayed for Living Hope
Church, which at that time was located in.a
faculty member’s home on campus.

Needham, who teaches at Luther College,
then served a congregation of six adults and
five children.

“The church's prayer request was to move
out of college faculty member Carol Hester’s
living room into a more public setting,” said
Judy Luck. “We also climbed a hill and
prayed for the community and the college.”

Not long after their 2004 visit, Neely re-
ceived an e-mail from Needham telling her
that the ladies’ prayers had been answered
for a new church location. The new church
moved in November 2004 to the downtown
Decorah Farm Bureau building.

“The Tennessee team prayed in the sum-
mer for a school or a storefront building to
open up for the new church,” said Shelby
Lord. “We never dreamed to pray fora- |
church. We knew the Lord could do it, but
we didn’t ask for that. Our God hears our
prayers, and we needed to pray big — like
for a big building.

“The new church is in the Lutheran
Church building. When God gives you some-
thing like this, He will provide the people
for a Southern Baptist Church.

“Prayer is the biggest thing that we can
do; prayerwalking is a mission trip. God
gave us an answer in such a quick time for
the church.

“] think our prayerwalking was needed,
and we served as an encouragement to Hes-
ter and the pastor,” noted Lord. “We prayed
that God would send the people. We also
prayed that other Christians would work
with them.”

“We prayed for the financial resources for
Living Hope Church to purchase the Iot. The
pastor requested prayer for the church to
raise the money without having to borrow it.”

“Our only prayer now is for God to give
us real wisdom as we seek to further His
kingdom in Northeast, Iowa,” added Need-
ham. Q

g cenire in Canada

CCSB or anyone else. They
worked regular hours for no -
remuneration, and they were
willing to do whatever was
asked of them.

“They also contributed gen-
erously to buying materials
that they needed to complete
the job. Then when it was time
to leave, they thanked us with
tears in their eyes for the won-
derful opportunity to serve.

“That’s missions. Simply
put, having a servant attitude
enables you to lay down your
life and miraculously enjoy do-
ing it. Many attempts have
been made to define who
Southern Baptists really are,
but in my opinion this self-giv-
ing mission spirit represents
the best of our heritage and
identity. If T covet anything for

. the CCSB, it is this.” O

Team leader
fraining set
for Oct. 14-15

For “TBVMN Update”

“BRENTWOOD — The sec-
ond of two Team Leader
| Training events for 2005 will
be held Oct. 14-15 at First
Baptist Church of Goodletts-
ville, sponsored by the Vo!un-
teer Missions Team. =,

Leadmg a volunteer team
‘overseas offers the opportunity
to see God at work through
your team members as well as
your project. A successful trip
depends on being fully pre-
pared.

This 10-hour seminar will
provide how to: recruit prayer
supporters, research your proj-
ect site overseas, build your
team, finance your trip, train

| team members, secure travel

and proper ID, and plan a dax-
ly schedule.

Discover howto maintain
basic health needs and securi- -
ty (if your team is traveling
where the gospel'is not openly
shared)

Some of the most important
work of all awaits your re'turn}
Learn how. presentmg your
‘missions experience to: your
‘church can play a key rolein
'recrmtmg new and repeat vol-

- In' luded in the training
I¢ come and overview;

‘;H'eathrer Wﬂson, volun(:eer %
mj t _stant at
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Parinership Projects

tower, ca

rdisate

. | Ria de Janeiro, Brazi Rio-05-1 teams of 3 1o lead services and door-to-door visits 0
Rio de Janelro, Brazil Rio-05-16 Doctors, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, helpers needed for medical clinics 10/21-30
Vila Nova de Gaia, Portugal |72768-72771 Prayerwalking/construction team 2 !h&‘?@
e [ — Regional Min
Ames, lowa 1A-05.07 Summer Missionary : S 7 1 * Alcoa — Teams to construct handicap )’
Ames, lowa TA0513 Summer Missionary IE i pair, painting, "d“‘& ”ﬁ““" 'fm““ 2
Ankeny, lowa 1A-05-02 Youth Intem 61731 1 male Juno 27 Jaly 1, July 11 alswci:{nct '
Ankeny, lowa 1A-05-08 Youth Intem 6185 1 male Camp Tipton, 865-982-0499 or barbara@h
Carter Lake, lowa 1A-05-41 Light construction and survey work open open o BN_“““ —Two volun!eers m nwhd
Cedar Rapids, lowa 1A-05-21 VBS and evangelism ; June open
Cedar Rapids, lowa 1A-05-20 Community outreach through block parties, census, music, etc. July open Dates: May 20-August 10, Contact: Ghris:
Creslon, lowa Bridge3 New church construction 101121 open Camp Agape, 1-888-528-2267 or "“W
Denison, lowa Bridge5 [ Conduct BYBC in city- parks in the towns of Deloit, Vall, and Schieswig 6/154/15 open gape.net
Des Moines, lowa |1A-05-04 Inner city mission Intem 6/1-8/5 2females
Des Moines, lowa I1A-05-05 College students to travel lowa doing VBS, BYBC, camps, etc. 6185 2 females
Des Moines, lowa 1A-5-24-30 Conduct BYBC atinner city Baptist Church 6/20-8/5 15-25 each week
Des Moines, lowa 1A-05-33 | Production of materials for state missions emphasis/offering open open S Chns Sbewa rt, Camp Agape, 1-888:528"
Fort Madison, lowa 1A-05-42 Team to connect two buildings, build bathreoms, handicap ramps, mave kitchen, and paint July . |58
Independencs, lowa 1A-05-48 Conduct VBS June-Augusl 6 . Bentnh — Male volunteer: needed to he
lowa City, lowa Bridge8 Conduct evening VBS, assist with promolion/outreach, and lead worsmp ‘Sunday bafore VBS begins | 6/10-18 open lism and hospitality ministries and work
Keokuk, lowa 1A-05-06 Summer misslonary 6/1-8/5 g ; 1 z:;ns ‘W‘ouk} be tom%ﬁzk %
Lacona, lowa 1A-05-39 Light construction and repair work June-July 6-10. -Chris Stewart, Camp Agape, 1-888-528
Lacona, lowa 1A-05-40 Conduct two BYBC in surrounding communities June-July 1015 praiseGod@campagape.net
Orange City, lowa 1A-05-35 Team to pay for and put new roof on church open o open
Ottumwa, lowa 1A-05-15 ‘Youth ministry intem 51911 1 """“"!’s nth;'c’mpl.‘;ctl\:’n.iis offered at carc ;
Guimby, lowa 1A-0544 Conduct VBS ] July BN BT Beld ganies matirs batl T tose: Lifegu)
Sioux City, lowa 1A-05-03 Collega students to travel lowa doing VBS, BYBC, camps, ete. 6/1-855 3 2 females tion and initiatives course training desired
Sioux City, lowa 1A-05-19 ‘Adopt an area to help starta church ongoing open :ﬁ:ﬁ: %ez::nvrfecdm?a e M‘im
Sioux City, lowa 140543 . |Ughtconstruction and VBS o Tate June-July open SR HERPRS
Sioux Raplds, lowa 1A-05-18 Light construction and repair work open open * Benton — Male vol to
Spancer, lowa TA0545 Team to reroof church June-September, 410 cilitate daily worship and Bible study.
Wayland, lowa IA-05-46 " | Conduct VBS (day camp style) 6/6-10 2 - | open mission groups and to help assist in
Sioux City, lowa 1A-05-19 Adopt an area to help start a church ongoing open * May 20~Aug'\ut 10; Coﬂtad’.. Chris S
Sioux City, lowa 1A-05-43 Light construction and VBS Late June-July open Agape, 1-888-65528-2267 or praise
Siowx Rapids, lowa 140518 Uight construction and tepair work : ~[open = |osen * Benton — Individualcouple to asels
Spencer, lowa 1A-05-45 Team to retoof church June-Septomber % 410 Etdnf: ;?ﬁ?&m:::ﬁ;:mpm
Wayland, lowa 1A-05-46 Canduct VBS (day camp style) .| 6/6-10 ~ “ilopen ineGod@x ape.net
Wayland, lowa, 1A 0547 [Youth outraach : it A e e
Winterset, lowa 1A0509" | Youth Intem 7 . : B |2fomales™ Gontact: Chria Stewart, Camp m
Across Canada <|Canada2 %~ [Church ‘strengthener 2 7 S ] iseGod@ n(
Across Canada Canada3 -’| Bamabas minister SR 2 yearterm 1/or couple
Actoss Canada Canadad Jonathan partner = 2 yearterm 1/6r couple building. Dates: Open. Contact: Byron
Across Canada Canadas Stralegic coordinator In church planting > 2 yearterm 3 1.or couple Esé:::zig 8621-'1?3::15 of 20 to conduct
Across Canada Canada6 University church planting . i| open N open - gomery Village. Dates: June-July, €
Cochrane, AB, Canada 05MID003 Minor maintenance and repalr on church building 825712 410 _ ‘Montgomery Village Baptiat Ce:
Cochrane, AB, Canada 05MID001 Community outreach through servant evange!lsm,"sports camp, BYBC, concetts, elc. = |Juty-August - : 550 - cswmultihouseknox@juno.com
Kinistino, SK; Canada O05NOR003 [ Canduct VBS in rural farming community : 3 Joly or August 5-10 joints (I joist) for wood ceilinge and
Kinistino, SK, Canada 05NORQ04 Replace church roof with metal roof ¥ July or August * 515 -ings, hang sheet rock in worship cen
Maple Ridge, BC, Canada | 05CAP001 | Comimunity outreach through sports camp, music camps, day camps B 627114 510 Contact: Dwight Hobbs, Roan Park I
Penlicton, BC, Canada 05ALPOO1 ReSort ministry : : June-August 550 (423) 542 6879 or edwighthob!
Prince Albert, SK, Canada 05NOR002 Youth concart on weekend followed by week of activities on beach reaching summer vacationers 6/30-7/10 and 7/29-8/6  2-30 e@ week
Prince Albert, SK, Canada Canada) Refugee and Immigrant Associate Pastor open 75 :
Saskatoon, SK, Canada 05NOR0O1 Day camp ministry for children during assaciational meeting 9r4, TR 4-8 3
St. Alberta, AB, Canada 05MID002 Sports camp and VBS family retreat 712529 % S.is
Bilige; Montana WT05.18. | Team 10 80 Ight constnicionwork s S axold
Billlngs, 'Montana MT-05-37 Team to ooﬁducx v a Epﬂ,“ d activities, pray Summer
Bilings, Monana WT-0541 | Team to conduct VBS and then condict Block Pary on (amiy might (I3
Broadview, Montana MT-05-22 Conduct evangelistic sports camps, survey work, BYBC, block parties, etc slzm o
Clancy, Montana .| MT-05-23 Conduct summer camp (vo!lgybah. basketball, soccer, drama, crafts) 6/20-23
Columbua, Montana MT-05-14 Build small addition onto existing structure and reshingle existing roof /1218 |
Glendive, Montana MT-05-15 = | Team to purchase paint and palnl church interior. Other ministry possibilities during that time open RS
Greal Falls, Montana MT-05-24 Conduct VBS Jupeduly ~
Hamitton, Montana MT-05-28 Conduct VBS and sports camps June-July.
Harlam, Montana MT-05:26 | Bulkd 20x20 storage shed ({eam to pravide malerial), croalo Griveway and conduct VBS open. ¢
Havre, Monlana MT-05-25 Conduct BYBC and sports eamp 2 ; 3 6)25.7/’ or 7[25.513’
Kalispell, Montana MT-05-16 C ‘work on naw. d finishing work, painting, and landscaping TRy s
Laurel, Monana MT05:27 | Conduct VBS T 3 ‘
WMissoul, Montana MT-05-17 | Replaca roof on church bulding, Inlerior palnling, and general mainienance Work Lato Sy Eaty AL

Cunadlcm Southern Baptist Semmury offers visiting tecchmg opj ort

. Semesters are approximately 15 weeks long and run roughly Sept. 1~ De-
eember 15 (Fall) and January 15 — May 15 (Spring). Intensives/J Terms are
usually one week long and occur in January and mid- May to mxd-J\me

Fall, 2005

¢ Courses related to Principles of Teaching and Christian Education —
graduate and undergraduate levels (one person needed)
¢ Courses related to Preaching and Pastoral Ministries — graduate level

(one person needed)
Spring, 2006

# Courses related to Systematic Theology and theol
and undergraduate level (nne level needad)
¢ Courses related to A i
opment — graduate level (one or two persons needed)
Fall, 2008

¢ Courses related to Pastoral Mimsmaa — undergnduate lsvel (one person)
* Courses related to Church Admini Youth

person needed) -

graduate teaching

Ministry — graduate level (one person needed)
¢ Courses related to Church Gmw'.hnnrlelechvea—

January, 200'1 Etmnve (one week)
urch / - €

i Jhxma.l ce

General
e PhD.or equxva!enc degree in disdplme related to uachmg uaignment for

-Mummhdmphnemhtedwhanhngmgnmmtfwundar-
elective — grad:
-anmumafﬁveyeam h/de
Philosoph 1l Devel: o Some :

and Mi
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nessee Ba]

2090 ext. 2021, (615) 871 2021 kmargr:

For further information, ple-sa eonuct Vohmteer Missions Oﬁce Ten-
C 728, B TN 37024,

tist.org. O
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2021 (615) 371 ML




er at 'I‘nmty Church at 10
a.m.

On Wednesday, Jure 8, a
youth rally will-be held at
one of the main ministry
siteson the route to the Bon-
naroo site. The rally will
begin at 7 p.m.

On Thursday, June 9, vol-
unteers will begin ministry
to the thousands of people
lined up in cars to enter the
Bonnaroo site. People are
-needed ‘to distribute water,
frisbees, and- ‘a publication
iwhxch will include testi-

" monies of several Christian
.artists slated to perform at
Bonnaroo, maps of the area,
help for stalled and broken
down vehicles, and referrals
to chaplains.

At one ministry site, vol-
unteers will distribute hot
dogs;and groups will perform
music.- Walker 'said praise
bands, youth musical groups,
and smaller groups and indi-
viduals are needed to per-
form for people waifing due
to long lines.

Walker is excited about
the expanded ministries to
visitors coming to Bonnaroo.
Young people from all over-
the® "United States are
. expected to attend the con-

It more information or
lunteer, contact Walker
931) 7284588, 0
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Tennessee news

Butler pastor extends ministry via hospice

By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Bellector

BUTLER — When it comes
down to it, Doug Ranshaw’s
bivocational “job” is very simi-
lar to his role as pastor at
Sugar Grove Baptist Church
here. He simply ministers at
both places.

Ranshaw is a chaplain for
Adventa Hospice, based in Eliz-
abethton. His territory, howev-
er, extends into four counties —
Carter, Johnson, Sullivan, and
Unicoi.

Hospice is a special concept
of care designed to provide
comfort and support to patients
and their families when a life-
limiting illness no longer
responds to cure-oriented
treatments, according the the

" Hospice Foundation of America

web site.

According to the web site
the first hospice in the United
States was established in New
Haven, Conn., in 1974, Today
there are more than 3,200 hos-
pice programs in the US. In
2002 hospice cared for nearly
885,000 people, according to
the web site.

Ranshaw said one of his
chief tasks is to bring spiritual
comfort to patients and their
families. He prays with
patients and even reads to
those who have trouble seeing.

“Sometimes you just need to
be there to listen,” he contin-
ued.

The hospice patients are like

Jntegrated Preparation
for a Complex World

What is hospice?

According to the Hospice Foundation of America web site,
(www.hospicefoundation.org), hospice:

(1) is a special concept of care designed to provide comfort
and support to patients and their families when a life-limiting
illness no longer responds to care-oriented treatments. The
goal of hospice care is to improve the quality of a patient’s last
days by offering comfort and dignity.

(2) care neither prolongs nor hastens death. Hospice staff
and volunteers offer a specialized knowledge of medical care,

including pain management.

friends.

(8) addresses all symptoms of a disease, with a special
emphasis on controlling a patient’s pain and discomfort.

(4).deals with the emotional, social, and spiritual impact of
the disease on the patient and the patient’s family and

(6) offers a variety of bereavement and counseling services
to families before and after a patient’s death,

(6) care is provided by a team-oriented group of specially
trained professionals, volunteers, and family members. O

members of his church family,
said Ranshaw, who Kas served
as pastor at Sugar Grove in
Watauga Baptist Association
for 15 years.

Ranshaw sees his role as
chaplain an extension of his
ministry.

Many of the patients and
family members he relates to
have no church home or affilia-
tion.

“Some of the patients con-
sider me their pastor and ask
me to conduct their funeral,”
said Ranshaw, who has served
as a hospice chaplain for about
seven years.

The very fact that hospice is
called in only when death is
imminent means Ranshaw has
ample opportunities to help
grieving families. He noted
patients typically have six
months or less to live in order
to enter hospice care.

“Sometimes I minister to the
families more than I do the
patients,” he said.

Like any pastor, Ranshaw
doesn’t hesitate to share the
gospel when opportunities
become available.

He noted that some patients

< and family members have a

religious background, but have
been out of church for awhile.

Among the most frequent
questions he is asked is, “Why
does the Lord let me suffer?”

Ranshaw said he uses Scrip-
ture to remind them that God
does not promise His children
will not have pain and suffer-
ing. He is able to remind them
that God is still with them even
through the pain.

Ranshaw admitted that con-
‘stantly deal-
ing with peo-
ple facing
death “gets to
you at times.
You build
relationships
and you feel
their hurt,” he
observed.

The pastor,
however, follows his advice to
patients and relies on the Lord
for his strength and ability to
cope. :

He is grateful to his congre-
gation at Sugar Grove for shar-
ing him with his hospice
patients.

Ranshaw noted there have
been very few conflicts, but the
church has always worked with
him when emergencies have
arisen.

“They are very supportive,”
Ranshaw affirmed. O

RANSHAW

1-800-370-6180 * carpenterbus.com

@wLifcWay

CHURCH BUSES

Buses provided for LiteWay by

Carpenter Bus Sales
Franklin, TN « Since 1953

Reaching Deaf People in Your Community

TURES Helpin in There will be a Deat Ministry conference May 13-14, 2005, at First
Baptist Church Millington, 5010 West Union Road, Millington,
Tenn. Contact person Gary Stafford, (901) 872-2264. The times
for this conference will be Friday from 6-9 p.m. and Saturday, 8:30
a.m,-4:00,p.m. The conference will be led by the Michelle Swaney
Center on Deafness, University of Tennessee. There is-a $15 reg-
istration fee. In order to register for this conference, contact the
Tennessee Baptist Convention at 800-558-2090, ext. 7916 or go
to www.tnbaptist.org news and events or e-mail imarks @tnbap-
tist.org. The deadline for registering is May 10, 2005.

h; d\n imic
lasses; individual courses can be

a full master’s

UNION

UNIV SITY

.« i
.L ’
: For more information go to

www.uu.edu/dept/christud/MCS
or call 731.661.5160
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Tennessee DR
efforts on frack;

says Tim Bearden
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — While the
effects of devastation continue
with smaller earthquakes in
South Asia following the Decem-
ber 2004 tsunami, Tennessee
Baptists are remaining on track
by responding to this disaster,
and disaster relief officials have
renewed their call for eligible
volunteers. :

All volunteers must be in
excellent health and physical
condition to serve in this
response and complete an appli-
cation to be approved to take
part in the response teams.

“We have committed to be in
South Asia for the long-térm,”
said Tim Bearden, Interim State
Disaster Relief director. “While
there is still a critical need for
doctors, nurses, and other med-
ical professionals, we are now
getting requests for disaster
relief feeding, clean-up, and
rebuild volunteers in the remote
areas.”

Teams are currently being
formed for two-week trips to do
a variety of work including med-
ical clinics, well reclamation,
ditch digging, construction, and
other tasks. Most teams need a
mixture of personnel. It is antic-
ipated that teams will be needed
through July. -

Due to the strenuous nature
of this work, unsafe living condi-
tions, and hot locale, only eligi-
ble volunteers are allowed to
participate. To determine eligi-
bility, all volunteers are asked to
‘complete an application process.
In addition, -all eligible volun-
teers are required to successful-
ly complete specialized training
before being assigned to a team.

Anyone interested in volun-°

teering may contact. the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention vol-
unteer missions team for an
application at (615) 371-2061 or
e-mail hwilson@tnbaptist.org.
Monetary contributions can be
sent to: Tennessee Baptist Dis-

Used School Buses
Diesel or gas ~~ All sizes
21 to 72 passenger
Priced $2,500 to $4,500
Call (270) 202-4000

Affordable Beachside
Vacation Condos
www.gulfshorescondos.com
All size units available, Spring Special
2 night weekend, $160.00
4 weeknights, $250.00 Efficiency Unit
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 5-25
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524

10 % Off

Baptistries & Steeples
Call for Details
(713) 222-2295
(800) 728-8291

A ,

aster Relief, P.O. Box 728, Brent-
wood, TN 37024. Checks may be
payable to: Tennessee Baptist
Convention. Please write “Asian
Tsunami Relief Fund” on check.
Donations can be made online at
www.tnbaptist.org.

All contributions made to the
Asian Tsunami Relief Fund will
be used to provide relief assis-
tance. The TBC Cooperative
Program and Golden Offering
for Tennessee Missions provide
for staff support and adminis-
tration of funds received. O

AFA withdraws
boycott of P&G

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — A boycott of
Procter & Gamble, maker of
such products as Crest tooth-
paste, Tide detergent, and Pam-
pers diapers, has been suspend-
ed after a pro-family group’s
review of the company’s behav-
ior.

The American Family Associ-
ation, with the support of Focus

on the Family, has lifted the boy-
cott it started last fall because
Procter & Gamble has ceased
advertising heavily on pro-
homosexual television shows
like “Will & Grace” and “Queer
Eye for the Straight Guy” as
well as on web sites like gay-
works.com.

“They have done enough to
show us that they are no longer
promoting the homosexual
lifestyle,” AFA President Tim
Wildmon told Baptist Press
April 19.

The boycott was based in part
on Procter & Gamble’s support
of a ballot measure in its home-
town of Cincinnati' to repeal ‘a
1993 city charter amendment
prohibiting homosexual rights
laws. A Procter & Gamble exec-
utive was granted leave to run
the campaign and the company
donated $40,000 to the effort,
according to the Associated
Press.

But since AFA’s boycott start-
ed, the executive who was grant-
ed a leave of absence is no
longer with the company.

national / state news

Wildmon said he did not
expect the boycott to end so
soon, but he is not su.rpnsbd

that Procter & Gamble s not"

admitting the boycott affected
their advertising policies or
their bottom line.

In a brief statement to Bap-
tist . Press, Procter & Gamble
said they are “pleased to learn”
AFA has lifted the boycott,

“P&G has always focused on
serving our consumers and
that’s where our focus remains,”
the statement said. O

Oklahomans focus
on hope, healing

Baptist Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — Ten
years have passed since the sin-
gle worst act of domestic terror-
ism in U.S. history shattered a
beautiful spring morning, when
Timothy McVeigh and accom-
plice Terry Nichols triggered a
massive explosion .that sheared
the north side of the Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building in

12528 Hwy. 68: P.O. Box 96, Coker Creek, TN 37314
Phone: (423) 261-2310 « Fax (423) 261-2518

COKER CREEK VILLAGE
ADVENTURE AND RETREAT CENTER

A CHRISTIAN FACILITY FOR GROUPS SIZE 8 TO 400
Raft Ocoee ¢ Trail Rides ¢ Climbing Tower * Mountain Biking

or

A RELAXED MOUNTAIN RETREAT :
Great Meals ~ Meeting Rooms ~ Bunkhouse Lodging ~ Activity Staff ~ 300 Acres ~ Streams

_ WHITEWATER RAFTING $19.50 PER PERSON
When Combined with A Relaxed Retreat,

Oifered for a Limited Time

Web site: www.cokercreekvillage.com
Reservation: 1-800-448-9580

downtown - Oklahom

“only ripped apart the ¥
structure built in 1977
of $145 million
changed the lives of §
across the country.
Organizers of the
10th anniversary are
rating the event with ;
al Week of Hope”
which includes a
events honoring
were killed, those W
and those chang‘ed fore|
“A Day of Remémb;
held April 19, with 16}
of silence and the read
names of those who we
The ceremony ale
nized the survivors of{
ing and their journey
past 10 years. Victims'
survivors, and rescu
then joined for a re
lunch. O

First Baptist Church of
Tenn., Is seeking a fu

include (leadership of
temporary and one
morning worship servi
_sight of music ministry }
tions and the televisior

seeking a full-time

SENIOR ADULTS & OTHERS

Louise Mandrell - Host

‘s Days /2 Nights

August 15-17, 2005

Louise Mandrell Theater - Pigeon Forge, TN

Carl Ma‘ys - Host

$119 Pec P $127 Per Pal a 1
$T10 i, 106 pizsr NETH Now!

2 Nights Lodging * 2 Breakfasts 1$143 Per Person $191 Per.Parson
sslons (2 o room) :(1:t0 room)

to room)

Integri
Refreshi ng.gsmgehc

Register before fune 1 for
these Discount Rates!

music/worship. Sen
cover letter, and demo
of worship leadlng |
Search Committee, |

5215, \Lake Charles L
Job requirements @
street.org.

LK)
Henderson Chapel

Church!ls seeking tofil
tion of part-time musi
leader.- Address your
questions to the churc

Church, 407 Hendet 0
Pigeon Forge, TN 87/
Search Committee.

MINISTRY — COMB| §
Madison' Baptist - G
accepting resumes! fo
music/missions p:
resume to:Robert McB t
Steam Mill Ferry dg A
TN'38301.

Calvary Baptlst Chur

TN 87771
DRJCBC@wmco
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bgut the word “together Did

be an'important: word.

his word appears i§ found
weare laborers together wtthA
st tementfor a minute. “We,”
als ;and ‘we,” the church, God’s
kers) together. Together: has
t is not just one person, but

0 “we work together” with. We work
0 whodo you think should determine
and purpose should be? Should it be me?
ou? NO, it should be God who determines

umg urpose.
lctint mander in chief. He is the one'who
Tesaus We, you'and I, are to work together to

goalsand purposes.
toanother: phrase, one: accord This

‘was:fully come they were all
place (Acts 2:1). The early
rd and in one place on the day
just happen? No, they had been
er for extended prayer (see Acts 1:14).
was durmg, that extended prayer meeting
their personal agendas and began

1d His t;ollowers just before His
s, But ye shall receive power,
come upon you: and ye shall

(1

i

Serd

e ) hat>happened on the day of
g A came and empowered the
hee. ; to. speak the ‘wonderful works, of
les 11). He empowered Peter to proc]a.\m the

14:36). The Holy Spirit convicted sinners
‘them to ask what to do (v. 37). Peter told

X ) repent be 'baptized in ‘the name of
pel 8 a‘en;uss;on of isin; and they would
glofd bf the‘quy Ghdst:-’(w 38-40).

g of bread, and prayer (v. 42). They
d the: Lord did great thmgs (v. 43).

ars 484 times in 469 verses of |

rk together for a common goal _

Focal Passage: Genesis 12:1-7,
10-18

Followmg God wherever He
leads is always a challenging
blessing. However, no pilgrim on
The Way would ever deny that
walking by faith is a thrilling
adventure.

Abram discovered that spiritual
fact of life as a senior adult in his
mid 70s. One day God spoke to him
in the city of Ur where he lived with
his family. How Abram developed a

e relationship with the one true God

is anyone’s guess for he and his
father Terah were pagan moon wor-
shipers. Nevertheless, God called
him to begin a journey for Him
toward an unrevealed destination.

We are told that Terah left Ur
and began moving his family to
Canaan, but that he settled in
Haran where he died. Following
Teral’s death, God issued a second
call to Abram. This time he fully
obeyed and taking with him his
wife Sarai and his brother’s son
Lot along with his servants and
his possessions, Abram began the
trek southward to the.land of
Canaan.

_He traveled under God’s orders
with genuine faith. It must have
been difficult for Abram to leave
the contentment and security of
everything he knew to enter a
strange and unknown world. Had
he refused to leave his comfort
zone the Lord would not have used
him. But because Abram in

Bible teaching

—— Seek God's purpo$e

By Robert Segrest

essence had said, “Lord, I'll- go
where you want me to go, I'll do
what you want e to do, and I'll be
what you want me to be,” God
elected to bless the world through
him by making him the father of
the great nation from which Christ
would eventually come.

The fulfillment of that promise,
though, demanded additional'faith
since the aged Abram and Sarai
had no heir to perpetuate a great
nation. Nevertheless, he trusted
God and traveled on. Abram was
not too old for obedience or for an
exciting faith-adventure.

Once in the land, Abram went
to Shechem where he met some
Canaanites. It is doubtful he was
welcomed with open arms, and yet
God had promised Abram that one
day He would give the entire land
to his offsprings. In his lifetime,
Abram would be a nomad in the
land of promise. Nevertheless, he
received Canaan by faith and in
gratitude built an altar and
offered upon it a sacrifice to God.

Today’s believers should follow
Abram’s pattern of faith and will-
ingly offer themselves to the Lord
as living sacrifices even though
they only have the promises of God
to go on. Every Christian can be a
hero of faith like Abram if he or
she will only trust and obey.

A moving account of Abram’s
complete journey by faith is found
in Hebrews 11:8-19: However,
Genesis fills in the gaps with some
of Abram’s faith-failures.

A famine came upon the land of

Heed God’s Word

By Michael Julian

Focal Passage: Jeremiah 36:1-4,
14-16, 22-25, 29-30a

Some facts are incontrovertible,
one of those being the accuracy
and veracity of God’s Word. The
Word ' of the Lord stands true
whether I acknowledge that Word
or disregard that Word. Every copy
of the Scripture could be burned to
ashes, yet the authority of God’s
Word would not be diminished. The

. world seeks to destroy the accura-

¢y, authenticity, and authority of
‘the Bible to placate their own
seared consciences, but the Word of
God is indestructible and demands

: '_ complete obedience.

Jeremiah has been preaching
faﬂ:hfully every God-inspired word
to anyone within earshot. Hismes-
sage has largely fallen upon .deaf
ears. In chapter 35 the Lord con-
trasted the obedience of His people
to His message, with the stellar
_obedience of the Rechabites to the
message of Jonadab: The Rech-
abites displayed obedience to the
letter according to the word of 4
man, and the people of Judah

exhibited disdain for the very
words of Almighty Jehovah God.
How sad when a nation exalts the
~words of falhble men over “the
words of ‘an infallible, infinite'God.
His Word stands forever, but:men
fade and wither like the ﬂowets of
the field.

Despite the obstinacy of the

people, God extends his mercy yet
again. This time He commands
Jeremiah to write and record all
the words God has spoken to him.
The Lord specifically designates
for Jeremiah to begin from the first
day that He began speaking to
him. Indeed, we live from every
word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God. An interesting word
appears in the text that follows.
The word is perhaps, as in perhaps
the people will hear this time in
order that they would turn from
their evil ways, and so receive
God’s forgiveness. May it never'be
that the Lord would have to use
the word perhaps with His church
today. The church of Jesus Christ is
to cherish the whole counsel.of
God, to defend and contend for the
faith, to be pillars of the truth, and
to be repositories of God’s eternal
Word. - -

As a result of God’s Word to
Jeremiah, Baruch is enlisted to
write at the dictation of Jeremiah.
After Baruch read the scroll before
the people, the officials requested a
hearing of the scroll. When they
heard the Word, the Scripture says
they turned in fear to one another,
and proceeded to ensure the king
would gain a hearmg of these
words. Does the Word of God ever
elicit a.fearful response from you?
Does ‘the word shine with such
brilliance in your heart that you
have a desire to take it to those'in
need? We live in a time where

Sunday School Lesson
. Family Bible Series
May 1

Canaan, so without asking God for
permission, Abram moved his fam-

tily to Egypt for food and water.

That decision set into motion a
series of events with negative con-
sequences.

Aware that Sarai was an attrac-
tive woman, Abram feared that
some Egyptian might kill him and
take his wife. So, to save himself,
he instructed Sarai to pose as his
sister. As it turned out the Egypt-
ian attracted to Sarai was none
other than the Pharaoh. He took
her into his house and treated
Abram royally in return.

Abram did not say a word about
Sarai being his wife. He carried .
out the deception until God struck
Pharaoh’s household with a
plague. Realizing the truth about
Sarai, Pharaoh angrily ordered
Abram out of his country.

Instead of depending upon
God’s resources, Abram, because
he was afraid, had trusted in his
own. However, Abram’s faith-fail-
ure did not eliminate him from the
plan and purpose God had for his
life. The Lord did not abandon
Abram when he fell into sin and
neither will He abandon us. Q —
Segrest is the eastern regional vice
president of Tennessee Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes. He lives in Chat-
tanooga.

Sunday School Lesson
Explore the Bible
May 1

hearing and heeding the Word of
God is a desperate need.

Now, the king is confined in his
winter abode in the month of
December. The scroll entered the
room, and Jehudi was assigned to
read the scroll. The officials had
responded with fear and trem-
bling, but the king responded with
utter contempt. He took his knife
and cut the scroll to pieces and
burned the contents in the fire.
Perhaps he thought this would dis-
credit the Word or destroy its
authority. But, as we have already
established, the Word of the Lord is
indestructible.

As a sign to the king, Jeremiah
is commanded to rewrite the words
of God, and to add to them concern-
ing the king. The king even
attempted to destroy Baruch and
Jeremiah, but God hid them from
the king’s sight. The Lord declares
to Jehoiakim that noison of his will
ever occupy the throne of David.
God’s Word is to be obeyed. If we
refuse the Word of God, we will
drink His just judgment. If we heed
the Word of God, we will drink from
the chalice of His grace. Will you
heed His Word? O — Julian is min-
ister of youth and activities at First
Baptist, Mt. Pleasant.




