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SASHVILLE — Southern
stists from around the coun-
partnered with their Ten-
see brothers and sisters in
ist last week and the king-
o of God is larger today,
aks to their efforts.
- | "reliminary reports indicate

b 7l 'essions of faith during
ssover 2005, a joint effort
asored by the North Ameri-
Mission Board, the Ten-.
x| i ee Baptist Convention, and
. I=/ m Baptist associations.
| |‘rossover 2005 attracted
"l vy e than 13,000 volunteers,
ol __]: zing it -the largest pre-
0, | 2| thern Baptist Convention
oo agelistic effort since its
i »duction in 1989.
rossover consisted of seven
J xes: personal evangelism
sdinated by LifeWay Chris-
- Resuurces) sports evangel—
B.li<l -brayer journeys, block par-
i l:1 ethnic ministry, kindness
t=4 ysion, and collegiate evan-
f8= m. Each venue witnessed

.

ences.

e than 1,100 people made .

__Lg Crossover 2005 :
blanket Mulelle Tennessee wﬂh God’s Iove

positive experi-
Volunteers
worked with 262
host churches in a
40-mile radius of
Nashville where 1.3
million people
reside. It is estimat- |
-ed that 80 percent of
these people do not
attend church.

- dJerry Essary,
Cmssnver coordina-
tor for the Ten-

nessee Baptist Con-
vention, commended
the “hard work and
cooperation of the
thousands of volun-
teers across the
Southern Baptist Convention.

‘My hat goes off to them, to local

ministry venue teams, and to
the hundreds of local churches

who gave countless hours of
time and energy. Only eternity
will tell what has been accom-
plished for the kingdom of God
through Crossover 2005.”
Popular Crossover events
included block parties and the

RIDLEY BARRON, right, pastor, Ridgeview Community
Church, Franklin, distributes bottled water to Crossover volun-
teers, from left, Corie Thigpen, Heath Gillham, and Heath
Blackman of First Baptist Church, Hayden, Ala., at a park in
Franklin. They were distributing the water to people in the park.

traditional door-to-door visits,
which received a boost this year

from SBC President Bobby
Welch’s  “Everyone Can!”

emphasis in which Southern
Baptists are challenged to wit-
ness, win, and baptize one mil-
lion converts between the 2005
and 2006 annual SBC meetings.

Preliminary results of the
door-to-door evangelism effort

‘| jJames Porch
‘1 swcutive Director-Treasurer
| | nessee Baptist Convention

i | JASHVILLE — Welcome,
‘|>w Baptists, to the Ten-
| see gathering of the 05

H
i thern Baptlst Cnnven-

] S0t ihebimBaphist sath-

WVelcome 1o the Volunfeer Stafe!

ering here in Tennessee
(Memphis) in 1925, the Vol-
unteer State Baptists have
continued to pursue their
faithfulness to the Coopera-
tive Program.

‘Today, 80 years later, Ten-
nessee Baptists give sacrifi-
cially to missions — locally,
statewide, nationwide, and

Y

" WES PORCH, executive director of the Tennessee Baptist

_\W vention, cuts bags for volunteers from First Baptist Church,
“« tland Neck, N.C., to use to bag sweet potatoes during the

ﬂ

"= 1ato Drop” at Crossover 2005.

" and keep in mind, we still live

worldwide through the
proven method of cooperative
support for world evangel-
1sm.

Our state convention’s
growing legacy of commit-
ment to total cooperative giv-
ing continues to expand and
intensify as local churches,
each a unique ecommunity of
faith in. God’s kingdom,
spread out literally to the
uttermost parts of the world
in volunteer ventures to bear
witness to the living Lord
Jesus Christ.

Thank you, Tennessee
Baptists, and Baptists from
other states, who join togeth-
er in a big variety of witness |
ways to share the gospel |
through Crossover. Already
early reports declare the
effectiveness of our energies
and time spent in declaring
the gospel.

Now, ya’ll come back again

here; we will continue to bear
witness. So, have a great time
and bless us by your presence
and your conduct. O

were shared at
a Saturday
night celebra-
tion rally at the
Gaylord Enter-
tainment Center. Final results
won’t be known for at least 10
days.

The report showed 455 had
made professions of faith, 3,772
prospects were discovered, and

VOLUNTEERS bag sweet potatoes in the park-
ing lot of First Baptist Church, Nashville, to dis-
tribute to hungry families in Middle Tennessee.
The effort was part of Crossover 2005.

102 were enrolled in Sunday
School. These totals came from
1,562 teams, 1,753 other church
volunteers for a total of 6,420.
They attempted 41,110 visits,
completed 17,570, and shared
— See Baptists, page 3

Through ‘divine appointments’

ICE teams see 645 decisions

By Linda Lawson
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — In five days
of walking the streets of
Nashville to meet “divine
appointments,” about 15 mem-
bers of Southern Baptists’
inner-city evangelism team saw
645 people pray to receive
Christ.

“We very seldom knock on a
door. God brings them to us,”
said David Cobb, a Mission Ser-
vice Corp volunteer and member
of First Baptist Church,
Sevierville. He made the com-
ment as his partner, Mark Mar-
tin, shared with a man who was
walking across the parking lot of
Church of the Messiah as they
exited the building.

~ “Our days have been full”
agreed Martin, a full-time evan-
gelist and member of FBC,
Sevierville.

“We have a lot of unity on the
team. These men are true evan-
gelists.”

When asked to describe a
special experience of the week,
Walt Dejager of Atlanta cited a
young girl from Sudan who
spoke English and prayed to

receive Christ. Dejager then
gave her some tracts to trans-
late for her family and chal-
lenged the brand new Christian
to become a missionary to them.

“We've seen more divine
appointments than I've seen in a
long time,” said Marvin Dorsey
of Atlanta. “It’s been a challeng-
ing week, but God has been with
us and helping us.”

Tears filled the eyes of Mark
Yoho, Sugar Valley, Ga., as he
described a 46-year-old man he
encountered who had accepted
Christ at the age of six and later
received a call from God to
preach. However, the man
instead had become involved in
a lifestyle of drugs. He told Yoho
of a vision he had had the night
before of God asking him,
“Where’s your faith?”

At the end of the conversa-
tion with Yoho, the man rededi-
cated his life to Christ.

Victor Benavides, intentional
community evangelism strate-
gist with the North American
Mission Board, praised the
efforts of his team. He urged
prayer for the follow up that will

be taking place with those who

made decisions. O}
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Middle Tennesse:
blanketed with
God’s love
during Crossovel

Subscribe to the Baptist and
Reflector for one year and
receive 47 copies. Individual
subscriptions, $11; Church
Leadership Plan, $8.75 per 1
subscription; other plans avail- |
able

Lonnie Wilkey, editor | S 4 w
(615) 371-2046, | TR .
lwilkey @ tnbaptist.org

Connie Davis Bushey, news
editor

(615) 371-7928,

cdavis @tnbaptist.org

R
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| i _ 4

RESPONDING to survey queétians from a Belle vue Baptist Church, Cordova,
Susie Edwards, circulation/ mission team, were Leonard Cherry, left, and Lisa Clark. The Bellevue team,
executive assistant/advertising which was assisting Ivy Memorial Baptist Church, Nashville, was comprised of,

g i - 2 :
i ; -]

(615) 371-2003, from left, Robert Blackstone, Aaron Blackstone, Allyson Moore, and Kay Whar-
sedwards @tnbaptist.org ton. — Photos on this page by Connie Davis Bushey and Marcia Knox
Mary Nimmo, church B """ | MARGARET ALLEN of Ed
pages/administrative S | _ : ? rnon_d, Okla,, B
assiatant PHILLIP FARMER, aka [ J — ""::- . — bracelet on the arm of a young g.fﬁ" at the bfodl'}
(615) 371-7929, Skipper the Clown, a mem- =5 T " Rl 'm hosted by West Franklin Baptist Church, Frankli
mnimmo @tnbaptist.org ber of God's Happy Faces [ < SOy . >

clown troupe from Bellevue S 4 E“"';':j',;g,g
Betty Williams, bookkeeper | Baptist Church, Cordova, 2 Al RN L i |
(615) 371-7930, talks with a new friend
bwilliams @tnbaptist.org while rounding up people

for Ivy Memorial Baptist
Marcia Knox, special features Church’s block party in
assistant Nashville.

(615) 371-2089,
mknox @ tnbaptist.org

Office — Baptist and Reflector,
5001 Maryland Way, Brent-
wood, TN 37027

~ Mailing address — P.O. Box
728, Brentwood, TN 37024

ABOVE, Donna S
maker, left, of Ce
Baptist Church, Jo
boro, Ark., tesls
blood of a lady duri
health screening ai
International Fes®
held at the Tennet
State Fairgroui
BELOW, offering
‘power band @
lenge” to childrenal
block party in I
| ¥ ensville are Shé
. | Diener, left, and Hi

TILLIC FROHOCK, a member of West Franklin Bap- ggﬂ:ﬂv B::)ﬂSf.'

Riley, Mildred Thompson, Den- treatment with Tammy Reynolds while Vanessa Chil- tist Church, Franklin, uses a puppet to entertain a

Phone - (615) 371-2003

FAX — (615) 371-2080
Web Site — www.tnbaptist.org

Publisher — Tennessee Baptist
Convention Executive Board

Convention Commun-
ications Committee —

Mark Gregory, chairman; Mickey
Basham, vice chairman; Marty g &
Comer, Orvind Dangeau, Mary iy - W e o
Beth Duke, Pat Hood, Jay l o . T
McCluskey, Bob Osburn, Larry | S Situsar e :
Parrott, Carlos Peterson, Bab MICHAEL VAUGHAN, dentist of Nashville, discusses

nis Trull, Pat Whaley dress listens. The treatment was being conducted at  young girl attending the church’s block party. atien (nME i
Church of the Messiah June 14. Childress is a mem-
Postmaster — ber of the church. Vaughan is a member of First Bap-
Periodical postage paid at tist Church, Nashville, BELOW, serving food at
Brentwood and at additional Broadmoor Baptist Church’s block party in Nashville
mailing office. (USPS 041- were, from left, Shirley Omohundro, Bill Hitt, Brenda
780) POSTMASTER: Send - Shelton, and Sarah Hitt.

address changes to Baptist
and Reflector, P.O. Box 728,
Brentwood, TN 37024.

Frequency of issue —

Published weekly except for the
weeks of Christmas, New
Year's, Memorial Day, Fourth
of July, and Labor Day.

Printed on
recycled paper
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“pntinued from page |
ZFospel with 4,565 tli-n{*s

u have made a difference
#he Lord Jesus today. This
L8 better off than it was this
aing,” Welch told partici-
s attending the celebration

WM mong the churches partici-
‘M 1g in door-to-door evangel-

~ch of Gallatin. With an
‘age attendance of 120, the
regatmn sent 40 teams to
omes each. Pastor Charles
arson said the church
d to reach 5,000 people.
been one of the biggest
=s we've ever undertaken,”
1d The Tennessean.

xry Tidwell, senior pastor
Llendale Baptist Church,
ett, told rally participants,
>u sowed a seed in some

»mething with that seed.
= are people all around the
-hat now know that God
plan for their lives for all
ity.”
2allegiate Evangelism
>re than 80 volunteers
cipated in Collegiate
over events in Murfrees-
the home of Middle Ten-
1e State Umvers:lty
illing stations were set up
ur apartment complexes
the campus offering free
urgers and hot dogs. Vol-
rs, including about 20 col-

Zudents from Dyer Bap-
gsociation, invited MTSU
Jits to attend a block
*Saturday evening at the
3t Campus Ministry
. The block party included
band, food, door prizes,
gospel presentation.
1r goal is to reach and:
1s many students as pos-
during the weekend for
|timate purpose of con-
g them to our BCMemin-
ind a local church,” said
* Vaden, TBC collegiate
ry specialist at MTSU.
llegiate effort also was
wred by Belle Aire and
Baptist churches of
2eshoro.
;one Soup Festlval
Jroximately 800 people —

was Indian Hills Baptist-

=ity today, God’s going to

SL ROGERS of Nashville cel-
7 her 13th birthday at the
Soup Festival and received a
m soprano saxophonist, Paul
- Photo by Linda Lawson

HUSTY SUMRALL rrght of Nashwﬂe Bapnst Assoc:anon ass:sts
Drue Powers and his mother, Christy, from Fielder Road Baptist
Church in Arlington, Texas, at the “Sweet Potato Drop” venue of
Crossover 2005. Sumrall coordinated the effort which provided

44,000 pounds of sweet potatoes to needy families throughout Mid-
dle Tennessee. — Photo by Lonnie Wilkey

children with special needs and

their families — explored the
seven days in which God creat-
ed the world during the Stone
Soup Festival at the Nashville
Convention Center.

‘The festival was organized
by Stone Soup Ministry, a part-
nership of dJudson Baptist
Church and Redeemer Fellow-
ship.

Ross . McGary, pastor of
Redeemer Fellowship and festi-
val co-chair, said the event was
“the largest in Nashville histo-
ry for special-needs children
except for the statewide Special
Olympics.”

Families who had pre-regis-
tered arrived at appointed
times to hear presentations
and see hands-on demonstra-
tions about God’s creation of

~ light, animals, water, and other
- dimensions of creation.

Volunteers of all ages from

~around the country offered
their services as greeters, coun-

~selors, and worked behind the

scenes
exhibits. -
“I am so glad there are so
many volunteers for this
important project,” author and

in registration and

‘speaker Joni Eareckson Tada

told the volunteers-in a video
greeting. “You will be practicing
a little of Christianity with
- your sleeves rolled up.”
Sports Clinic
Sports Crusaders, a
team from Missouri using
sports as a . way to reach

& _young people for Christ,

- conducted a four-hour bas-
ketball clinic at Westwood
Baptist Church in
Nashville. It was one of six
Crossover sports clinics.

- Of the 35 children
“attending the Westwood
clinic, about half had no
connection to the church.
“Our mission is to reach out
to kids who maybe wouldn’t
come to a church-type set-
ting,” said Chris Sisk, public
relations director from
Holts Summit, Mo.

John Collier, associate pas-
tor of Westwood, said, “These
kids (Sports Crusaders) have
been wonderful. We've even
had some parents come up to
us and tell us how much they're
loving it.”

During the two clinic breaks,
members- of the Sports Cru-
saders shared their testimonies
and presented the gospel. “God
is the ultimate coach,” Sisk told
the children. “God wants the
best for your life and He has all

the answers.” St
The Gathering |
In a first for Crossover, mure

than 200 motorcyclists rode to °

Nashville’s Riverfront Park
Saturday afternoon for free
food, music, bike photos, and a
gospel presentation.

About 100 of the bikers par-
ticipated in a toy run from The
Coliseum with toys to be dis-
tributed to children’s hospitals
in the Nashville area. The
event was coordinated by the
F.AI'TH. Riders of First Bap-
tist Church at the Mall, Lake-
land, Fla., a group that has
expanded to eight chapters in
three states.

“We wanted to be part of
Crossover today and be part of
leading people to Christ,” said
Buddy Newsome, founder and
director of F.A.I.TH. Riders.

David Burton, director of
evangelism for the Florida Bap-
tist Convention, has been a
F.ALTH. Rider for two years.
Riding his motorcycle into the
Gaylord Entertainment Center
Saturday night during the cele-
bration rally, Burton said,
“We've seen people saved all
day long. We can’t wait for peo-
ple to come to us. We've got to
go to them.”

- Sweet Potato Drnp

Thanks to Crossover 2005 ‘
- and the Society of St. Andrew

(SoSA), a national gleaning
ministry based in Big Island,
Va., 44,000 pounds of sweet
potatoes were distributed to
hungry families in Middle Ten-

nessee.

Crossover 2005

ptists b_lcmkei Muldle Tennessee with God’s Iove eoe

GRAC!E HOTHENBERGEH of Nashville sings and signs with Ross
McGary, pastor of Redeemer Fellowship, sponsor of the Stone
~Soup Festival block party for special needs children and their fam-

ilies during a June 17 training session for volunteers. — Photo by
Linda Lawson

A Johnson City native, Joe
Royston, works with SoSA in
northern Illinois. His brother,
Jim, is a former Tennessee
Baptist pastor and is now the
‘executive director of the North
Carolina Baptist Convention.
Royston estimated the 44,000
pounds of sweet potatoes could
feed 132,000 people.

With the help of more than
20,000 volunteers each year
SoSA gleans about 45 million
pounds of food to help feed the
approximately 33 million
Americans who regularly go
hungry, Royston.said.

. He said Crossover 2005 is
the first large-scale joint effort

SoSA has had with the South-
ern Baptist Convention.

- Rusty Sumrall of the
Nashville Baptist Association
staff coordinated the “potato
drop” which was held on a
parking lot of First Baptist
Church, Nashville. He noted
about 175 volunteers from 24
churches were signed on to bag
the potatoes which were then
taken to churches holding block
parties, the International Festi-
val, and other ministries in the
area. _

Hispanic Statewide Effort

While the statistical totals of
the statewide Hispanic church
planting effort won’t be known
for several days, more than 200
people worked daily, June 13-
17, conducting revivals, Vaca-
tion Bible Schools, and other
events.

“Every day we have had pro-
fessions of faith and rededica-
tions,” Avila said. Also, 10 new
Hispanic churches were com-
missioned June 19. Avila said
volunteers came from many
states and 12 countries. Four
obtained visas to travel from
Cuba.

“We feel the Holy Spirit was
working and invited us to join
Him,” Avila said. “Everywhere
we have gone the fields are
white unto harvest.”

California church group

A group from Immanuel
Baptist Church, Highland,
Calif.,, worked with Harpeth
Heights Baptist Church in
door-to-door visitation, thanks
to the stamina and fund-rais-
ing efforts of a staff member.

Ron Bingaman, 60, minister
of FAITH, completed the Big
Sur marathon in Carmel,
Calif.,, in April and raised
$5,000 to offset travel expens-
es.

Bingaman knocked on

doors with Larry Summers .

of Harpeth Heights and the
two shared the gospel five
times and discovered one
prospect.

For 2006, Bingaman hopes
to run the Boston Marathon to
raise money for twice as many
people from Immanuel to travel
to Greensboro, N.C., for
Crossover. 0 — Also contribut-
ing to this story were Tim
Ellsworth, Stacy Murphree, and
Karen Willoughby

CHRIS SISK of the Sports Crusaders, takes a lesson on rebound-
ing at a basketball clinic June 18 at Westwood Baptist Church,
Nashville, as a part of Crossover. — Photo by Tim Ellsworth
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editorial / opinion

‘Pizzazz’ can help both preachers and the congregatic

from botn
SldGJ Of
the pulpit - ‘

By Johnnie Godwin

Years ago, I returned to my
church after being gone a Sun-
day. I asked one of the church
members how the supply preach-
er had done. This particular
member always let his words go
through his mind before he
answered concisely. So, after a
pause, he looked up with chagrin
and said, “Well, all you can say
about some preachers is, they're
boring.”

Pizzazz in the pulpit?

Preachers are called to preach
the gospel and feed the sheep,
not to be entertainers. But it’s no
secret that some preachers are
just more interesting to listen to
than others. Not every preacher
is gifted with charisma, but each
one can learn to preach with piz-
zazz — in a way that doesn’t bore
the congregation. No preacher
should have to be labeled “bor-
ing.”

Dictionary-makers aren’t sure
where “pizzazz” came from, but
they do know its meaning. “Piz-
zazz” means to have energy,
vigor, vitality, spirit, liveliness,
excitement, and style. In preach-
ing, I would say pizzazz is, con-
tent and delivery wrapped up in
the Holy Spirit’s power. Please
don’t confuse being pizzazzy with
jazzy. Pizzazzy preaching is live-
ly — not lifeless — and focuses
on the message rather than the
messenger. Jazzy preaching is
unrestrained flashiness that
puts the spotlight on the preach-
er.

Boredom in the pew?

Interestingly, those in the pew
can be boring too. I've personally
preached to enough different
kinds of audiences to know some
of them can wear you out. Others
can lift and renew you. Since I've
preached the same sermon in dif-
ferent churches and gotten dif-
ferent responses, I know it’s not
just the sermon content. When
the audience looks alive and
comes alive, it's like “sic’em” to
any dog of a preacher — even me.
I'm interim pastor at a church
like that right now.

Although preachers aren't
called to be entertainers, most of
us do know that even the Grand
Ole Opry is more exciting when
the crowd is warmed up. People
who go to church need to bring
more with them than their Bible
and their,money. They need to
bring a sense of preparedness
and expectancy. That helps
preachers have pizzazz. Other-
wise, tiresome audiences con-
tribute to tiresome preaching.

Factors that favor interest

(1) Prepare. God-called
preachers who are well-prepared
and feel a sense of urgency tend
to preach interesting sermons.
. One time Billy Graham spoke in
seminary chapel and said he
hadn’t had time to prepare; he

was just going to ask the Holy
Spirit to fill him. We nodded; he
paused. Then he said something
like this: If you don’t prepare, the
Spirit will fill you all right, but it
will be with hot air. He was pre-
pared. A layman described one
pastor’s shallow preaching by
saying, “He doesn’t plow very
deep.” Lack of preparation shows
in the pulpit.

(2) Provide variety. “Hobby
preaching” is a rut to avoid.
Preachers I know believe all the
Bible, but many favor one Testa-
ment over the other and preach
sparingly from Bible books that
aren’'t their favorites.

(3) Season the sermon. Use
“people talk” that everyday folks
understand. I heard Herschel
Hobbs several times over 40
years. His sermons became more
interesting each time. Early on,
he preached 40 minutes and
talked about the second aorist of
Greek verbs. The last time I
heard him, he preached about 20
minutes and didn’t mention a
Greek word. He did say, “I'm not
into my dotage; I'm into my
anecdotage.” Word choices and
enlightening illustrations help

"season a sermon. And, as they

say in home economics, “Don’t
just salt and pepper it; season
{

(4) Make the sermon timely,
and time it. Jesus had a way of
matching the gospel to every per-
son’s life needs, which intetrested
those who needed the good news.
Further, when the sermon is
timely, the length of it seems less
important to the hearers. Life-
Way president Jimmy Draper
recalled that he spent hours in
preparing his first sermon. and
then preached it in just 12 min-
utes. He and I have been friends
since college days; and Ive
observed that the 12 minutes
expanded to about 30 minutes or
so — but never without pizzazz
or interest.

On one occasion, I had a time-
ly sermon prepared and finally
appeared last on a marathon
meeting that was already past
my bedtime. I announced the
timely topic and said I would
save it for another time. Former
New Orleans Baptist Seminary
president Landrum Leavell
thanked me for not preaching
and said, “Johnnie, there ain’t no
such thing as a bad, short ser-
mon.” I've discovered 12 minutes
is a long time to listen to some
preachers while 45 minutes pass-
es quickly with others. When the
heart is hungry, time isn’t the
main thing if the meal is good
and nourishing.

(5) Preach to make a differ-
ence. Ideally, a preacher’s mes-
sage is one from God that antici-
pates something big is coming
down. The congregation ought to
sense that holy expectancy too.
Not all sermons are equal in
interest, but there ought to be
something lively and purposeful
in each one.

Comparing/contrasting

My frequent stints as interim
pastor put me In contact with
quite a few pastor-search com-
mittees (often called pulpit com-

mittees). These committees tend
to be overwhelmed with resumes
and videos of prospective pas-
tors. So it's natural to pray over
and weigh comparative qualities
of pastoral candidates.

In one church I served, they
had viewed videos of two differ-
ent candidates. The chairperson
of the committee told me, “We
named one of them ‘The Profes-
sor’ and the other one ‘Jerry
Clower.” ” One was theologically
straight as a gun barrel but
empty of illustrations and inter-
est. The other was a bit
unkempt but a good ole boy who
delivered a good ole message. 1
got the idea they wanted a
hybrid of the two.

Churches need to consider the
total pastoral package and not
just the preaching in calling a
pastor.

Nevertheless, churches don’t
want to call a man who is boring
in the pulpit or one whose
appearance distracts from the
message. Is it unspiritual to
want a preacher who brings
interesting messages? 1 don't
think so.

The model preacher

Jesus never preached a boring
sermon. His content was God’s
Word — as it ought to be for all
sermons. He clothed and applied
eternal truths in memorable sto-
ries called parables. Depending

- CLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — COMBINATION
Full-time minister of administra-
tion and education needed. Send
resume to Dr. MikeShelton,
Bellevue Baptist Church, 7400
Highway 70 S, Nashville, TN
37221 or for further details call
Don Magee at (615) 782-8699 or
Paul Webb (615) 646-2711.

P a
Covenant Baptist Church in Col-
lierville, Tenn., is accepting
resumes for a full-time minister
of students/recreation. Degree
required. Send resume to P. O.
Box 1165, Collierville, TN 38027-
1165.

Qe Qe e .
Minister of students/recreation
responsible for approximately

100 students, 6th grade-col-

lege/coordinating  recreation
activities. Four year degree/
seminary preferred. Must have a
passion for soul-winning and dis-
cipleship of students. Send
resume to FBC Mt. Olive, 3200
Mt. Olive Rd., Mt. Olive, AL
35117, Attn. D. Alford or huguley-
family @bellsouth.net.
AR

The First Baptist Church, Dan-
dridge, has a position opening
for a minister of education and
outreach. We are seeking an
experienced seminarian with a
heart for growing and equipping
a loving, mission minded com-
munity of believers. Please send
resume to the attention of
Eugene Dunn, First Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 246, Dan-
dridge, TN 37725, fax (865) 397-
2330.

on the occasion, He began ser-.
mons with the Word of God or
started with the needs of the per-
son He had good news for. He
brought Word and needs togeth-
er. :

Jesus’ messages perfectly
blended our God-designed pur-
pose for existence with God’s love
for us. Jesus was sensitive to his
audiences. When He had
preached or taught long and they
were hungry, Jesus told the disci-
ples to feed them. His sermons
weren’'t monologues but dia-
logues of interaction. Without
wanting to sound irreverent or
flippant, Jesus’ preaching had
pizzazz. It was lively and led to
life — eternal life.

Remember the model

In seminary, I never made an
“A” in homiletics — the art of
preaching. Still, I learned a few
things from my professors and
fellow students. When it was my
time to preach, it was their time

to “Pharisee” any jot or titi
my sermon that deviated
the law. They helped me
content and mechanies, but

God’s Spirit ever made
engine of my preaching humr
it ought to.

So who am 1 to talk abou
art of interesting preaching’

Well, I've been on both sid
the pulpit, and 1 know w
interested me on each gide, V
both preacher and congrem
get on the same wave length
God’s Word, personal feeds,
the Divine design, the gheac
tends to be interesting and r
a difference. I find that
occasions usually match the
tent and style of the M
Preacher: One who prea
with spirit, vigor, vitality,
interest — or with pizzazz. |

- Copyright 2005 by Johnnic§!

Godwin, who welcomes gritii
or kudos via johnniegodwin @
cast.net.

Samford
University

ABOUT SAMFORD

Dr. Sarah Latham, Sncrctary
Presidential Search Committee
Samford University

P. O. Box 590145

Birmingham, AL 35229

search, go to

o apply.

ABOUT THE NEXT PRESIDENT o

As a serious academic institution equally serious about its Christian
commitment, Samford’s next president must be an individual who is
committed to the Christian faith, and to the University's mission, vision
and foundational statements. In keeping with its tradition of strong, |
visionary leadership, Samford University seeks a president of the highest §
quality—a leader more than a manager; someone who understands and
demonstrates the balance bcn-.rr:tn faith and academics that is important !;
to an institution such as Samford; someone who has the capacity to
speak about personal faith but mostly lives it; someone who understands
and values the task of the teacher-scholar; and someone who prizes
learning. Ideally, the president will be a strong communicator in both
written and oral forms; a team player and ream builder; a good listener;
and a committed fund-raiser with financial knowledge, and eagerness o
procure, plan and prioritize resources.

THE PRESIDENCY OF

SAMFORD UNIVERSITY |

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

Samford University seeks a president to succeed Dr. Thomas E. Corts,
who has announced his retirement at the end of the 2005-06 academic
year. Samford provides an optimum context for leadership, having had
only three presidents in the past 67 years. Samford values a close
relationship with the Alabama Baptist State Convention.

One of thf: 100 oldest colleges/universities in America, Samford is among
the 200 best-endowed universities. It is ranked by U,S. News & World.
Report among the five best universities in its classification in the South
and has been among'the top 10 forthe past 15 years. Samford enjoysa
full enrollment of 4,400 students on its beautiful campus in the plﬂﬂﬂ
Blrmmgham suburban community of Homewood. Samford Unm‘:ﬂﬂf
is organized in cight academic units offering 23 degrees in more than
100 major fields of-study. Samford is accredited by the Commission ﬂ‘j
Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. =

Nominations and letters of interest may be sent in writing to the

address below. All nominations and expressions of interest will be
acknowledged and held in confidence.

b

L

For more information about Samford University and the presidential

Samjfmdunjmﬂ:yumw Opportunity Institution and welcomes applicasions for
employment and educational programs from all individuals regardless of race, color, set
age, disability, or national or ethnic ongin. Women and minority candidates are er

!




By James Purch
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On five successive mornings
'many years ago the Royal
?ﬂmbassadur Camp bugler

:
i plasted me awake blowing
o) ill notes of reveille.

i Persnnally, few announce-
it - ments have equaled such a jolt,
1e -hat is, until the recent Baptist

)\ 2nd Reflector headline deliv-
¢ 2red the clear and candid mes-
y sage from our people —
z, “Prayer, Number One Issue
i Eacing Churches!”

il A yearning focus on prayer
@ orevails and local churches

- need to take notice. Meanwhile,
. resistance to any rush to judg-
| ment as to the meaning of the
- poll would not be wise less we
p fail to grasp the full signifi-
17 =ance of this heart cry of our
' people and abort possibly the
’Lt}est learning occasion for the
. =xperience of prayer since the
- Great Awakening of the 18th
| century.

Caution! Any surge of
. urgency to practice intersession
. or offer petition will not be sat-
. sfied by a denominational pro-
. rram or any “40 Day How To
= ” A prayer priority with pas-

,3lon may arrive provided Chris-
J jans and churches buy in for
i she long trip of learning to pray.
. My article arises out of
§ - >xcitement from this surprise

" Tom our people coupled with
1:“ ;he hope to foster the talking
stage concerning prayer So
| >ssential to a new area of bibli-
:al spirituality. Such dialogue
| may create a kingdom con-
pcmus conversation birthing
he potential to displace label-
' ng and affixing judgments and
ring us to recognize that all
| od’s children have access to
;he Father.

. Thus I offer the following
ybservations and heart ideas.

Ideas from the heart

So why and why now did
yrayer top the poll, especially in
an age of increasing secular-
sm? While cautious of award-
ng a simple answer, maybe the
‘atigue of the human soul sent
| ‘'orth a beggar’s plea for connec-
don and communion with the
iving God through prayer with
1 simultaneous inquiry, what is

‘his prayer thing? If this sug--

zestion garners merit, obvious-
y such a plea at least conveys
lesperation as hurting, broken,
>mpty, or lost souls seek hope
»nly through prayer.

To focus only on prayer for
new hope requires recognition
>f the uniqueness of prayer.
Prayer stands alone. Prayer fills
ap it own -category. Prayer
skould not be included as an
Ssue in any line with anything

else. The nine issues in the sur-
vey fit together without resist-
ance. But each needs the bless-

_ing of praying people. Prayer

never abides as an issue among
issues. Personally prayer just
stands alone, Actually connect-
ing and communing with God
defies definition and rightly so.
The very magnitude of some
realities cannot and should not
be reduced to a definition. A
person may quietly meditate

and analyze a cone of ice.cream -

and in the process witness the
melt down of the sweet desert
he seeks to understand. In their
encounters of communion and
connection with the living God,
biblical personalities such as
Moses, Abraham, David, and

Paul offered no evidence of den-

igrating their link with the
Heavenly Father to a matter of
definition or polling. In addition
Jesus responded to His disci-
ples’ request, “Lord teach us to
pray’ and He immediately
insisted on boldness and expec-
tation of grace. Jesus did not opt
to place prayer inside a lesson
to be learned. I think He said,
“Do it.” We as Baptist are often
quite rebellious at any encour-
agement of monasticism while
we concentrate on our quick
prayer programs. Let’s be care-
ful. Often while the monastics

are doing prayer we talk about
prayer. Prayer, somewhat like a

trip, requires steps taken and
not mere study of the maps.
Where are you?

Now, hopeful that you are
with me inside the intensity of
this prayer matter, I boldly pose
a potentially agonizing and
even non-welcome question.
Where are you in your prayer
journey? My question requires
first my own answer.

My Mother began my prayer
road leading me to say, “Now I
lay me down to sleep...”

This nightly rote practice
planted a prayer seed and gave
me awareness of a connection I
should attempt before I fell
asleep. Each ‘day, three time a
day, that- holy connection
extended to thankfulness for
the food from our Heavenly
provider. Soon though prayer
became an act of dependence
and pleas ranging from help on
a test, advancing skills in ath-
letics, and glorious expectation

“of successes in personal chosen

ventures. “O God give me the
answers to the test, help me
score points in tonight’s games,
and please keep the bull mar-
ket going. Amen.”

As the years passed, new
episodes of pains, disappoint-
ments, interruptions, broken-
ness, and loss inaugurated an
era of prayer crisis manage-
ment conditioned with promis-
es. “O Father, I promise. . . just
ease the suffering, direet the
Pastor’s Search Committee to
this church, Lord Jesus rescue
my child from the wrong deci-

sion. Amen.” And along about
that time the Father graced me
with a little smarts. He taught
me 1n a great threatening loss
that sovereign change is really
in His hands alone. He could
act and would in His own way
and time when I could not act.

Such agony broke as dawn with -

a wake up call. “If you want to
be in My hands, turn loose.
Turn loose!” In the midst of
such praying I found my bless-
ing of freedom and unexpected
and -personal undersigned
answers. This has become for
me far different than the mar-
keting ploy on the front of the
April 2005 issue of The Reader’s
Digest — “New proof prayer
works!” In an appeal to a vast
audience the magazine fea-
tured prayer as hope for
answers to one’s'likings that
would not interfere with their
lives. Such obsession for the
answer betrays a prayer lesson
I discovered over 35 years ago.
Prayer lesson

In his classic work, The
Meaning of Prayer, Harry
Emerson Fosdick included a
chapter entitled “Prayer as a
Battlefield.” My initial
encounter with that book hap-
pened during a season of per-
sonal, emotional, and vocation-
al crises. 1 sought comfort,
affirmation of my wants, and
assurance of my desired inten-
tions. Being ‘mindful of the
mere idea of prayer as struggle
from reading Fosdick I read
again Jacob’s story, David’s
biography, and Paul’s saga.
There as plain as a sun lit day I
found my word from God. I met
again my heroes emerged 1n
their personal battlefields of
prayer. Now decades later, my
prayer encounters as struggles
continue and will continue. I
have not received all the
answers I wanted from God. I
have not always known His
affirmation for my choices and
sometimes His answers have
been silence. And even of more
value His undeniable presence
confronts me with myself in
such a manner I have to declare
my own authenticity. In such a

faith experience I find that I am

CHURCH OF THE COVEREP DISH by Thom Tapp

LOOK PEAR, THE PARLIAMENTARIAN FOR THE
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION THIS YEAR
WILL BE LITTLE JIMMY PICKENS...

editorial / opinion

Poli shows a yearning focus on prayer

me and only me and that is

. O.K. by Him.

As my years pass, I learn
anew the Word of God bears
undeniable truth that my
prayers do not work out every-
thing to my own satisfaction.
After all, Moses did not walk on
Canaan Land as he hoped. Job
died with questions unan-
swered though he kept asking.
And, Paul received grace for a
chronic thorn even after three
requests for relief.

To relegate prayer to focus
on end results, redirects my
searching soul from the joy of
my faith relationship with God
and can substitute a venture
into spiritual living for the Bob
the Builder attitude, “Can we
fix it, yes we can!”

Biblical prayer

~ Biblical prayer involves faith
in the living God and living in
faith relationship with God as
revealed in Jesus Christ. Such
a blessing offers connection and
communion with my Heavenly
Father.

I now hear prayer first in the
poll as the cries of fragile lives
in a threatening environment
seeking and grasping to con-
nect and commune with the
Rock of Ages and know with
Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Paul,
and the Son, “He is there, I am
not alone, and that is enough.”

USA Today began the week
of Monday, May 16, with an
expression of testimony of the
life of Billy Graham. The article
noted, “Graham’s day revolves
around prayer and Bible
study...” His first and last
words every day are prayers
and in between prayers run like
a generator in the back of his
mind. In the words of A. Larry
Ross, Graham’s publicist, “Let’s
just say Billy likes to stay
prayed up all the time.” This
life in prayer bears witness to
the abiding choice to connect
and connect, and commune and
commune with God.

And now my prayer, “Father
keep me close as your student
and teach me to pray. Amen.” (]
— Porch is executive direc-
tor/treasurer of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention.

reflections

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

‘Surprising’
quotes affirm
God’s Word

I received an interesting book
in the mail last week entitled,
444 Surprising Quotes About the
Bible. This 190-page book, com-
piled by- Isabella D. Bunn and
published this year by Bethany
House Publishers, is simply a
collection of quotations people
across the centuries have made
about the Bible.

As one would expect, the book
has numerous quotations from
pastors and other “religious”
types. But it also is filled with
quotes from prominent histori-
cal figures that affirm God’s

- Holy Word. The book is refresh-

ing because we live in a world
today which tries to downplay
not only the impact and impor-
tance of the Bible, but Chris-
tianity as a whole.

Here’s just a sampling of
what people have said about the
Bible over the years.

President Abraham Lincoln,
in a reply to a committee pre-
senting a Bible, called it “the
best gift God has given to man.

.. All things desirable for man’s
welfare, here and hereafter, are

to be found portrayed in it.”

Horace Greeley, founder and
editor of the New York Tribune,
wrote, “It is impossible to men-
tally or socially enslave a Bible-
reading people. The principles of
the Bible are the groundwork of
human freedom.”

Daniel Webster, an American
statesman who lived from 1782-
1852, once noted, “If we abide
by the principles taught in the
Bible, our country will go on
prospering and to prosper; but if
we and our posterity neglect its
instructions and authority, no
man can tell how sudden a
catastrophe may overwhelm us
and bury all our glory in pro-
found obscurity.” Wise words
from a wise man that are valid
today.

Our nation’s first presldent
George Washington, said, “It is
impossible to rightly govern the
world without God and the
world,” We need more leaders
like him today.

This little book provides a lot
of food for thought and I recom-
mend it as a resource. Let me
conclude with a quote from a
person I had never heard of.
These words, which are applica-
ble to all of us today, are attrib-
uted to W.I. Toms in the Detroit
Free Press: '

“Be careful how you live. You
may be the only Bible some per-
son ever reads.”

Do people see Jesus when
they “read” us? If not, we may
need to “edit” our lives so there
is no doubt. O
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Churches use creahve mlmstrles to show ‘acts of klndnes.

= " =]

By Connie Davis Bushey
Baptist and Reflector

FRANKLIN — Ridley Bar-
ron, pastor, Ridgeview Commu-
nity Church, Franklin, was
thrilled to have the Crossover
volunteers help his new congre-
gation and couldn’t believe
some Nashville-area churches
weren't involved.

“It just doesn’t make sense
not to use willing people,” he
said.

The church was one of sev-
eral in Middle Tennessee that
was involved in the “kindness
explosion” venue of
Crossover.

Ridgeview Community used
the 54 Crossover volunteers he
was assigned in several cre-
ative ministries. The volunteers
were from Alabama and Geor-
gia. They were assisted by
about 30 volunteers from the
church. Ridgeview draws about
150 to Sunday morning worship
services.

The volunteers pumped gas
and cleaned the windshields of
cars at a gas station near the
school where the church meets.
They washed cars free of charge
at the school. They visited peo-
ple in their apartments at a
complex near the school where
the church meets. They distrib-
uted cold bottles of water to
people in downtown Franklin

Crossover’s International Festival attracts 2,000 péople

By Connie Davis Bushey
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — About 2,000
people attended the Internation-
al Festival of Crossover 2005 at
the State Fairgrounds.

Participants represented
about 10 people groups, includ-
ing a. Native American group
from Shawnee, Okla. The
group’s pastor is Rendon Falls,
former pastor of First Indian
Baptist Church, Ripley. Also
from out of state was a
Sudanese group from Ohio
which joined friends in
Nashville.

=
il
: = M 5

|
|
|
|

MOLLIE PEMBERTON of Cen-
tral Baptist Church, Jonesboro,
Ark., gives a free haircut to Paul
Kim during the International
Festival. — Photo by Bob Carey

MO

L_S

SHEILA GARRETT, left, receives a bottle of cold water and cook-
ies from Kainan King, center, and Pauline Ledford of Zebulon Bap-
tist Church, Blairsville, Ga., The Blairsville team ministered at a
local grocery store with Old New Hope Baptist Church, Fairview.

and at a park. The bottles were
labeled with information about

the Christian faith and provid-

ed by the TBC.

Barron said to be even more
creative, the church tried to
help the gas station offer dis-
counted gas while the
Crossover volunteers worked,
but they couldn’t work it out.

He said the purpose of the
activities was “to build the rep-
utation of the church in the
community.” Volunteers were
instructed not to worry so much
about evangelism, but to focus
on “caring about - people, no
strings attached.”

The door-to-door effort was

The afternoon festival includ-
ed some unusual activities,
including haircuts, health
checks, and giveaways of com-
puters, bicycles, music systems,
and groceries including sweet
potatoes. Drawings were held
for the giveaways throughout
the afternoon. Also people could
sign up for a Bible in a certain
language to be sent to them.

In addition, cultural groups
performed, ate each other’s
foods, and learned from cultural
displays. Children from all of
the groups played games and
activities.

The groceries were provided
by the Convoy of Hope of Texas.

They were organized into about

5,000 bags by the Crossover

staff members of the

probably not going to be that
effective, he noted, although he
was willing to try it. He said
most residents who are young
are probably going to be out in
the community on such a day.
Those involved had reported by
early afternoon that most resi-
dents weren’t home but -they
had experienced several neat
things.

Barron said most people
were surprised to be offered the
water, asking if it was free. The
volunteers also had been able to
encourage a few Christians
they met. He expects to see vis-
itors to his church because of
the Crossover activities.

team of about 50 from-First Bap-
tist Church, Woodland Mills.
The sweet potatoes were provid-
ed by Crossover 2005 and the
Society of St. Andrew, a national
gleaning ministry based in Vir-
ginia.

Helping as volunteers during
the festival were part of the
Woodland Mills group; members
of Lantana Road Baptist
Church, Crossville; Crievewood
Baptist Church, Nashville; Una
Baptist Church, Nashville, and
Central Baptist Church, Jones-
boro, Ark. Also helping were
North
American Mission Board,
Alpharetta, Ga., and Beth Duke,
member of the TBC Executive
Board and member of First Bap-

BOB RECCORD, left, president of the North Amencan Mission
Board, Alpharetta, Ga., visits with Jason Kim, center, and Hobbre
Hall of the NAMB staff at the International Festival.

Crossover 2005 —

Church, Franklin.

Old New Hope, Fairview

Members of Old New Hope
Baptist Church in Fairview also
showed acts of kindness to peo-
ple in their community.

Church members, along with
volunteers from Zebulon Bap-
tist Church in Blairsville, Ga.,
distributed bottles of cold water
and cookies at three locations
in the Williamson County com-
munity.

They also provided free
laundry service to patrons of
the Fairview Laundromat by
providing quarters for the
washers and dryers.

The church also provided a
nurse to do free blood pressure
checks at a local grocery store.

tist Church, Smithville. .

Tim Hill of the TBC staff and
Andrew Hong of the Nashville
Baptist Association staff both
agreed the festival was very suc-

cessful. Hong said it was the

first Baptist-initiated event of
its kind and the pastors of the
language churches in Nashville

already had decided to hold .

another one next year. The asso-
ciation has 50 language church-
es.

Margarette Jacob, 36, of the
Arkansas team, said she was
participating in her first mis-
sion trip. She has not accrued

much vacation time at her job—

and only had to take off part of a
day to participate.
Jacob said she enjoyed the

NASHVILLE YOUTH distribute groceries dnd swoeet il f- ..
participants of the International Festwaf -

JESSICA ROBINSON, left, and Niki Hall of First Baptist Ch
Hayden, Ala., wash a customer’s windshield and pump gas fo
al a gasoline station in Franklin to help Ridgeview Comm

FBC, Nashville

Projects such as Kind
Explosion are nothing ney
First Baptist Church, N
ville. They have been d
them under the umbrell
Catch the Vision Day |
April, but for 2005 they dec
to reschedule to June to be
of Crossover.

More than 200 churchn |
bers, along with outside vo |
teers, distributed free w
washed and changed oi
cars. They also provided |
lunch for 1,000 attendin
Friday Crossover con
downtown. (1 — Linda Lak
and Lonnie Wilkey conttﬂ

this story.

international aspect of M
Crossover event. She is @
African-American whose fa i
is’ from Haiti, she said. She
reminded that “we’re not as
ferent as we think we are.”

She worked providing 1
ical information rather 1
doing cosmetology like she
planned. The building di
have the needed wa""} [
explained. Yet she enjoyed v @
she did. And the work wash
she agreed. 'ﬂ

She especially enjoyed 8
a Native American woman
Sudanese boy receiving
cuts at the same time anté
their photo. “I thought,
this is phenomenal,’ *
said. 7
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VASHVILLE — Crossover
5 included 31 block parties,
loor events reminiscent of
‘fashioned town fairs with
tty of food, games for chil-
2 and adults, and door
‘es. One thing was different:
ssover block parties included
‘ntional efforts to build rela-
'ships and share the gospel.
'3x of the parties were held
‘the soccer fields in No-
'wille and at Ivy Memorial,
:land,. Donelson View, 24,
‘West Franklin churches.
"olensville soccer fields
‘olensville was the site of
only block party jointly
sored by two churches, Life
. Imunity ‘and First,
-msville. Church members
+ joined by a 38-member
L of Crossover volunteers
Franklin County Baptist
ciation in Missouri.
i ney led many of the activi-
brought a 40-by-100-foot
5 600 New Testaments, and
| of the gifts for giveaways.
ae Nolensville effort was
vted by Jay Austin, general
i Linator for Crossover 2005
i partles and pastor of Life
€~ munity, a new church meet-
41 n a public school while its
B® ing is under construction.
& ' we build and stop doing
WA relism, then we're irrele-
= So we believe we needed to
' .'Dut on faith,” said Austin.
B *hurch spent about®$3,000
‘& block party, but an effec-
‘went could be staged for as
-as $500, he added.
. said the Nolensville party
ntentionally held on com-
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_munity property to draw people
‘not involved in church and to
communicate that church is a
community event.

Austin said he hopes to
express his gratitude for the
help of the 'Missouri team by
taking a group from Life Com-
munity to Greensboro, N.C., to
be involved in Crossover 2006.

Ivy Memorial Church

Phil Gruita, pastor of Ivy
Memorial Church, had prayed
for a miracle for his church
which ministers to. inner-city
people with addictions. His
prayer was answered in abun-
dance with the arrival of 103
volunteers from Bellevue Bap-
tist Church, Cordova. They came
with three buses, a marching
band with a flag corps and color
guard, a drama and clown
troupe, a rental truck, a mission
block party trailer, and a barbe-
cue smoker that resembled a
train. .

Bellevue’s June 17 arrwal
was preceded by a 50-member
team from First Baptist Church
‘of Woodland Mills. They did
light construction, painting,
remodeled the playground, built
a new basketball court, and
brought the building up to
codes. .

Tom: Baugh, director of
Impact Ministries for Bellevue,
said, “We were thrilled to be able
to participate in Crossover and

did a site visit to Ivy Memorial-
in April where we envisioned

our setup and then enlisted our
volunteers.”

In addition to the block party,

55 members of the 200-member
Bellevue Church Victory March-
ing Band presented a drama of

the life of Christ Friday night.
Also, 45 survey teams visited in

- CLOWING AROUND
.| are members of First
Baptist Church, Hum-
boldt, from left, Bar-
bara Bunch, Melanie
Scates, and Winnie
Fields. They were
serving at a block
party at Broadmoor:
Baptist Church,
Nashville. — Photo
by Marcia Knox

ANN VAN PELT of St Lows Mo portr&ys a c!uwn durmg the
Jarty at the Nolensville soccer field. She gives a child a gift.
yto by Connie Davis Bushey

Crossover 2005

 For Crossover
I

By Marcia Knox
Baptist and Reflector

| NASHVILLE — When First

Baptist Church of Humboldt
was paired with Broadmoor
Baptist Church here for a
Crossover block party and
door-to-door visitation, it was a
match with established connec-
| tions.

FBC, Humboldt, pastor Greg
McFadden, had been Broad-
moor’s first pastor in 1975.
McFadden’s wife, Sheila, con-
| siders Broadmoor her home
| .church since she grew up there
and graduated from nearby
Maplewood High School. The
couple also was married at
Broadmoor.

“Broadmoor was a nice fit for
us,” said McFadden, “whose
church brought 40 members to
help with the block party and
visitation. “We were also encour-
aged by their preparations and
i by what God is doing here.”

| B.L. Willis, father-in-law of

ock par_hes open doors fo witness for local churches

PASTOR GREG MCFADDEN, left, pastor, and his wife, Sheila, of
First Baptist Church, Humboldt, stand with Pastor Darrell Nimmo,
right, of Broadmoor Baptist Church, Nashville, and his wife, Mary,
during the block party at Broadmoor Church.

Mary Nimmo, wife of Broad-
moor pastor Darrell Nimmo,
said seven survey teams visited
41 homes, registered one pro-
fession of faith, and met sever-
al who are open to return visits
by church members.

Darrell Nimmo said, “We

~moor in the community, gain

Humboldt pastor, wnfe return ‘home

wanted to re-establish Broad-

exposure in the community,
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and do evangelism. We had
studied demographics that |
revealed that 90 percent of our
community did not attend |
church anywhere.” 0 |

the neighborhood.

“Jesus came down to the
neighborhood filled with drug
dealers, alcoholics, and eastern
mystics,” said Phil Weatherwax,
minister of community missions
at Bellevue. “It was a beautiful
day for ‘taking it to the streets.”

Eastland neighborhood

Hundreds responded to invi-
tations to the Eastland Baptist
Church block party that was
planned to provide fun for the
community and seek prospects
for a new church that will meet
in the Eastland facility.

They enjoyed free food,
music, games, and conversation
with volunteers from nearby-
Brentwood Baptist Church and
other churches from around the
country.

Eastland, which reached its
attendance peak in the 1950s
with 800 present each week and
now draws about 75, has opened
its facility for the start of East-
land Community Church. The
new congregation will target
younger adults and their families.

James Austin, pastor of
pruclamauun at Eastland said
the 1dea for a new church within
the existing facility came out of
discussions with his son, Jay, pas-
tor of Life Community Church.

Eastland member and co-
minister of youth and outreach
Bernie Baker is enthusiastic
about the new church. “I think it
will bring new life to the church
and the neighborhood.”

Brentwood Church partnered
with Eastland on the block
party and plans, pending a vote
by the membership, to send 24-
30 members to give one year to
help start the new church.

Scott Harris, minister of mis-
sions at Brentwood, said the
idea for involvement with East-
land “came out of our missions

-team asking how we could be

involved in starting new work.
We felt transitional neighbor-
hoods are underserved.”

Tony Iiggins, a North Amer-
ican Mission Board (NAMB)
missionary who will serve as
pastor of Eastland Community,
said, “I believe the Lord wants to
bring revival and start it in East
Nashville. I believe Eastland
could be the epicenter.”

Donelson View

Benefits of participating in a
block party go beyond the host
church, according to George
Lockhart, pastor of Sundridge
Baptist Church, Sebring, Fla.
He brought eight youth and
their sponsors to assist with a
block party at Donelson View
Baptist Church, Donelson.

Because of the extensive wit-
nessing training the youth went

through preparing for their mis-

sion trip, Lockhart said, “I now
have eight people who are
trained to lead people to Christ.
They will be able to continue
throughout their life.”

He cited one teen who shared
her faith at the block party and
led her first person to Christ. .

Donelson View Pastor Gor-
don Donahoe said Crossover
provided “one more way to get
our name into the community.
We'’re bone tired, but it's a good
tired.”

West Franklin Baptist

West  Franklin  Baptist
Church, Franklin, held a door-
to-door visitation and block
party to make a connection with
its new community, said Jlm
Harvey, pastor.

The new congregation has
been in its facility on Highway
96 for six months, said Harvey.
Church members were helped
by about 40 Crossover volun-
teers from Missouri, Arkansas,

NAMB, and members of the
Conference of Southern Baptists
Evangelists from several states.
Also, LifeWay Christian
Resources donated Bibles.
Carmon Keith of NAMB said
she was glad to come tc the SBC
annual meeting a day early to
participate in Crossover. “It

gives us the opportunity to do
missions while you're in a meet-

" ing. You can give back.”

Bo. Childs, a member of West

" Franklin and president of the

Tennessee Baptist Foundation,
visited 19 homes prior to the
block party. Three people came
to the door. All were church-
related and “very cordial,” he
reported. He left a bag of mate-
rials about the church at every
house.

Harvey said one unexpected
blessing was that Arkansas
volunteers included several
Hispanics. West Franklin has a
Hispanic class, so several
teams were able to visit His-
panic neighborhoods in
Franklin to invite them to the
church.

He noted that the church
learned about the Crossover
opportunity through the Baptist
& Reflector. '
g 24 Church
24 Church, a six-month-old

congregation in Pleasant View,

used Crossover to reach out to
its community.

More than 600 visitors
attended the block party along
with 100 volunteers from 24
Church and other churches from
across the nation.

“We could not have done this
without the Southérn Baptist
volunteers,” said pastor Chris
Royalty. “It’s been a great day,”
he said. 71 — Also contributing to
this story were Lonnie Wilkey and
Marcia Knox.
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A

minister during Crossove

5

Baptists share Christ, {
|
|
*.

=

-3

NINE-MONTH-OLD Sawyer CRAIG REED, left, of Nashville, who had become a Christian just
Noland takes in the sights and a few days earlier, prayed with Steve Nerger of the North American
sounds during a block party Mission Board at a block party held at Eastland Baptist Church in
hosted by Eastland Baptist Nashville.

Church in Nashville on June 18.

4

BRIAN COATES, student ministry intern at Brentwood Be T
Church, Brentwood, played ball with, from left, Jevell Rucker, J H
Thompson, and Johnta Kelton at the block party hosted by |
land Baptist Church, Nashuville.

PREPARING for
block party at
Memorial Ba
Church, Nashville,
Lee GQGallagher
Tom Baugh of B
vue Baptist Chu
Impact Ministries ¢
-Bellevue is locate
Cordova. — Phok
| this page A
i - _ | - ‘| Lawson, Lonnie.

" . - key, Marcia Knox,
Bob Carey

TBC EXECUTIVE DJHECTOH James
. . Porch visits with Galina Pinkevich, a
TERESA HILL, left, and Pamela Basham of First Baptist ~Native of Russia, during a Crossover event
Church, Humboldt, give a balloon to a youngster during ~hosted by Old New Hope Baptist Church,

a block party held at Broadmoor Baptist Church, Fairview.
Nashville.

BRIAN HEROLD, left, and Greg White of First Baptist -' |
Nashville, wash a car as an “act of kindness" during Cro
2005 held June 18.

MARY DONEGAN, WMU director at Old New Hope Bap- MITCHELL MARTIN, 12, of the gt
tist Church, Fairview, and Pastor Tommy Jeénkins of Street Skating Tearp from Nashville,
Zebulon Baptist Church, Blairsville, Ga., share the ‘démonstrates a classic skateboard move

gospel with a shopper at a local grocery store in Fairview. 9Ur'ng @ Crossover block party at 24
Church, Pleasant View.

ANSWERING THE church sur-
vey questions is Brenda Foun-
tain, far right, while a Bellevue
Baptist Church, Cordova, mis-
sion team encourages her and
records her responses. They
are, from left, Allyson Moore,
Aaron Blackstone, Kelsea Fon-
dren, and Kay Wharton. The
team was working with Ivy
Memorial Baptist Church,
Nashville.

NE!LL UNLAND left, listens ra a gospel presentation Dy
Lockhart, right, pastor of Sundridge Bapist Church, Seab i_'
as Nate Didway, youth pastor, looks on. Unland was at a blog
held at Donelson View Baptist Church, Donelson, as p
Crossover on June 18.
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' ffEFFERSON CITY — While
suthern Baptists from around
e world are gathering in
ashville to make decisions and
ek God’s leading concerning
e work of missions and educa-
»n, there are in turn 42 Car-
n-Newman College student
“# | ssionaries who are spending
 =ir .summers serving God’s
- § | ngdom around the globe.
B! “We have an amazing group
. students whose hearts are
I tened toward the will of God
o who understand the need
them to share their gospel
~ough their words and deeds,”
d Nenette Measels, associate
ector of campus ministries at
+ Jefferson City institution.
1 “While 14 of them are work-
)8Y- here in Tennessee, the
naining 28 are scattered
‘oss 10 states and eight for-
n countries.” The foreign
B | ntries C-N students will
B | ve in are the Bahamas, Eng-
d, Guatemala, Jamaica,
<ico, Senegal, Taiwan, and
ailand.
| Dne of the 42 students is ris-
senior Katie Vance, who
W up participating in mis-
2 trips at her home church,
rn Haven Baptist in Vinton,

el e

g

w Ay

|
-
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an IMB AIDS

“Va. She has continued that tra-
dition of service as a C-N stu-
dent, working last summer with
youth on military bases in
Stuttgart, Germany. Two years
ago, she spent her time at an
orphanage in Mexico.

In July, Katie and C-N psy-
chology major Langlee Garrett
of First Bap-
tist Church,
Landrum,
S.C., will trav-
el to Senegal
and serve as

Education
Team. Accord-
ing to the U.S.
Agency for
International
Development (USAID), Senegal
is regarded as an HIV preven-
tion success story among devel-
oping nations. For most of the
last decade, the nation’s preva-
lence of the disease has continu-
ally stabilized. While many
countries in southern Africa
have more than a 30 percent
HIV rate among adults, Senegal
has a rate of one percent. The
U.S. agency attributes the suc-
cess to a culture that promotes
moral sexual behavior, educa-
tion initiatives, and the active
interest commitment of the
Senegalese government.

VANCE

Vance and Garrett will help
bolster the role education plays
by working with children in 17
villages out from the capital city

~of Dakar. They will help teach

them about the disease and how
to prevent it. Vance majored in
education until this past spring
semester when she felt led to
become a religion major.

- “It makes me feel so good to
be able to use what I've
already learned in my first
two-and-a-half years,” she
said. “I’'m really excited about
this opportunity.

“ am still not completely
sure where in international
missions God is leading me,”
said Vance of her future. “But 1
do feel strongly that wherever
my place may be, that my con-
tinued experience at Carson-
Newman will help guide and
prepare me."

The idea to go to Senegal was
born one evening when the
friends were watching a televi-
sion program that focused on

AVAILABLE: Magnify Quartet

music, live musicians — seeks to
magnify the precious name of
Jesus everywhere! Appeared at
Fan Fair 2005, Nashville.
Call toll-free: 877-409-3764
www.magnifyquartet.com.

— men’s 4-part harmony gospel|

Tennessee news

the HIV/AIDS epidemic on the
African continent. “I really want
to go to Africa,” Vance remem-
bers Garrett saying. “So do 1,”
she agreed.

They began to pray about
possibilities and see what they
could do. Although they will
travel with an interpreter, for
the last several weeks both
young women have been study-
Ing conversational phrases in
the Saafen language. They have
also worked on educational
materials provided by the IMB
and raised their own support
through letters to family and
friends.

After she returns from Sene-
gal, Vance will have a few weeks
to rest before heading to Bul-

arson-Newman students on a mission this summer

garia as part of a First Bapnst
Church, Morristown, mission
trip. “We’ll work with a medical
missions team.” she said. “Part
of the group will focus on health
issues and I'll help lead Vaca-
tion Bible School for about 300
kids.”

Measels says the two young
women are representative of
the 40 other C-N students with
whom they were commissioned
1n a spring chapel service.

“We continually talk about
the importance of serving
Christ by serving others,” said
the Baptist Collegiate Min-
istries leader. “And we are con-
tinually impressed by students
like Katie and Langlee who say,
Yes, I'll go.” " O

Tennessee Baptist Fellowship of
the Blind RETREAT

July 22-24, 2005 at Carson Springs Conference Center,
Newport, Tenn.
Cost: $95 for 2 persons in a room;
$80 for 3-4 persons in a room.
Transportation cost is extra.

Theme: “Wisdom to Live by in Our Daily Walk”
Ministry Project: Appalachian Outreach in Jefferson City
Contact Person: Sharon Bragg (consultant for Ministry

to the Blind) — (615) 884-1317.
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Led SBC president t

Tennessee pastor enjoys

By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Pardon Bob
Mowrey for feeling just a little
proud these days.

After all, he is the only one

who can lay claim to the fact
that he led Southern Baptist
Convention President Bobby
Welch to Christ while he was
serving as a pastor in Fort
Payne, Ala.

But he is quick to give all the
credit to God. “I told Bobby how
he could be saved. The Holy
Spirit did the rest.”

Mowrey, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Scottsboro, recalls
that Welch was dating Maude
Ellen Bell, who was a member at
First Baptist Church, where he
was then serving. The two would
later marry.

“He saw Christ in her”

Chris

would serve for 35 years
before retiring in 1995.

Mowrey and Welch
were destined to cross
paths once again.

Mowrey remembered
that he had been at Park
Avenue for about eight
years when the church
began to search for a min-
ister of youth and associ-
ate pastor. “Someone told
me of a young graduate of
New Orleans Baptist The-
ological - Seminary who
said I had led him to the
Lord,” Mowrey said. That
young graduate turned
out to be Bobby Welch.

“I barely remembered
him,” Mowrey recalled, but
“I asked Bobby to come

and talk to me and the -

church later called him to
serve.”

After Welch joined the staff

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION Pres-

ident Bobby Welch, right, visited with long-
time friend and mentor Bob Mowrey while in
Tennessee last fall on his nationwide “Every-

one Can’ tour.

spired in Welch’s life.

Tennessee news

relationship with Bobby Welch

Welch had taken it with
him to Vietnam. Welch
was almost killed while
serving in Vietnam and it
was during that time he
wds called to preach,
Mowrey said.

“Our people fell in love
with Bobby. He was one of
the hardest workers we

ever had.”

During Welch’s two
years on staff, the church'’s
bus ministry “blossomed,”
Mowrey said.

First Baptist Church,
Daytona Beach, Fla.,
heard about Welch and
extended him a call to
serve as pastor.

Mowrey said with a
smile, “I felt like he proba-
bly needed more experi-
ence, but God knew what
He twas doing.”

other's church.

Mowrey preached at
Daytona Beach, when the
gregation observed Welch's
anniversary several years ¢

Mowrey said he had no
that Welch would develop
who he has become whe
came to his office that ds
Alabama, |

But after serving on.ach fi
staff with him, Mowrey sai
was not surprised wien W
developed the FAITH seva
ism tool. :

“His main passion is to
people get saved and to
them grow. That's what FA
is all about,” Mowrey said.

Mowrey said he is prou
Welch and what he has ace
plished. “I am thankful |
he was elected presiden:
the Southern Baptist Com
tion.

“His heart's desire is to{|

Mowrey said Welch still had Over the years the two men
at Park Avenue he and Mowrey the New Testament he had have maintained contact with

“caught up” on what had tran- given him in Alabama and that

Mowrey said. “That’s where it
all began.”
Mowrey noted that he didn’t

the gospel to the world," Moy

even know Welch had been
attending the church until he
came by “my office one day,
introduced himself, and said, ‘I
would like to get saved.’”
Mowrey said he took out a
New Testament and presented
Welch the “Roman Road” gospel
presentation. Welch got down on
his knees and asked Jesus to
come into his heart and to save
him,” the long-time Tennessee
Baptist pastor remembered.
Shortly after that experience
in his office, Mowrey left Alaba-
ma for Park Avenue Baptist
Church in Nashville where he

To the best of our knowledge all
ads in the Baptist and Reflector
represent legitimate companies
and offerings. However, one
should always use caution in
responding to ads.

Used School Buses
Diesel or gas ~~ All sizes
21 to 72 passenger
Priced $2,500 to $4,500
Call (270) 202-4000

Hymns to Sing By
CD with 21 favorite hymns
played specifically for congrega-
tional singing. $20 + $3 S&H.
Send check or money order to
Hymns to Sing By, P.O. Box
1002, LaVergne, TN 37086.

New Lower Rates For

Term Life Insurance!
Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male)

Age $150,000 $300,000

25 $11.08 $13.39
35 $11.35 $13.91
45 $19.76 $30.45
55 $42.45 $73.24
65 $103.46 $194.78

Please call The Insurance Store
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free
1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat.
Level premiums that do not increase for
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life
insurance company. Preferred Male rates
illustrated above. Please call for other

ages and Female rates.

.

each other and preached in each

concluded. 7 j'

Dr. Darrell Gwaltney
Dean, School of Religion

“Belmont’s goal IS to do everything
possible to equip young men and women
to be prepared to serve God wherever
they have been called.”?

* UNIVERSITY
www.belmont.edu
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&inda Lawson

WASHVILLE — When Michael
phan began making plans for the
Jical team of First Baptist Church
s to return to Brazil for its annual
sion trip in 2005, he learned the slots
medical trips were already filled.
We felt the Lord was leading us to
 here,” said Vaughan, a dentist and
Ler of the church team. Thirty-six vol-
sers from FBC and other churches
#& 1t June 13-17 conducting clinics at
L _rch of the Messiah and Edgefield

txst Church.

.ervices were offered in optometry,

Lt medical, chiropractic, a full-service
M tal clinic, and counseling. Also,
& enings were conducted for diabetes,

esterol, and high blood pressure,

& g with urinalysis.
abatha Adams, who has been
nding Church of the Messiah for
a month, volunteered her time after

% Messiah, Nashville.

"YANNE MERIWETHER of First Baptist
& ch, Nashville, and the child of a person
3 clinic make a craft outside the Church

receiving dental care.

“I was able to get some dental work
done I didn’t know how I could afford,”
Adams said. “It was a blessing.”

Xavier Sikora, a chiropractor and
member of First Baptist Church, Smyr-
na, said, “If we go overseas we also need
to help our neighbors. We need to share

- God’s Word in love.”

“Pm led to do this” was the concise
explanation of why Bill Stone, a physi-
cian at VA Hospital, a professor at the

~ Vanderbilt University Medical School,

and a member of Christ Presbyterian
Church, took time away from his regular
duties to volunteer his services.

Curtis Freed, a licensed therapist, and
member of First Baptist Church, and Jes-
sica Stayer, a graduate student from
Trevecca Nazarene University, counseled
two persons in the first two days who
were having thoughts of suicide and
arranged for them to receive additional
services. They also offered screenings for
depression and anxiety and information

on other mental health
155]188.

“This is my way of
ministering, of serving
the Lord,” Freed said.

Melonye

with

Lowe, an
educator and member of
Edgefield Church, helped
registration and
assisted in the dental
clinic. |

“I had never had a |}
summer to go on a mis- §
sion trip. This year God |
put the mission trip in
my path. I've learned
some new things. I've had
an opportunity to share
the gospel with numer-
ous people. This is not my
last mission trip.” O

Preachlng the Word
& Tour Calllng

o
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MICHAEL VAUGHAN left, denrrsr and member of
First Baptist Church, Nashville, and organizer of the
clinics, visits with Dewey Dunn, a gastroenterologist
and member of Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashville.
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Crossover 2005

Aedical MISSIOI'I team stays ‘home’ to minister during Crossover

CHARLES F. CHAMBERS of Nashville tests some new
glasses at Church of the Messiah with help from Charlene
Carter of First Baptist Church,‘ Nashville.

MYRNA DEERE left, retired medical technologist of First Baptist Church,

Nashville, talks with Lisa Vaughn about her cholesterol and blood pressure
readings at Church of the Messiah.

Sef Free ministry targefts
homeless in Nashville

By Linda Lawson
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — As a result
of Crossover, approximately 20
of Nashville’s homeless will be
discipled to form the nucleus of
a new church. Their diet is
“beans, rice, and Jesus Christ.”

The effort is a partnership of
the Nashville Baptist Associa-
tion, the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention, and Set Free, a nation-
al ministry. Set Free sent four
graduates of their program to
walk the streets and seek out
the homeless and addicted who
would commit their lives to
Christ as the first step toward a
better life.

By Tuesday,
June 14, they
already had seven
recruits at their
East Nashville min-
istry house learning
the books of the
Bible, memory vers-
es, and the Roman °
Road plan of salva-
tion. They had
received food, cloth-
ing, help with med-
ical issues, and O
transportation to a e 18

been reached. Those who suc-
cessfully complete the program
will return to Nashville to work
with Set Free Nashville.

Jerome Cunningham, a for-
mer addict and graduate of Set
Free, will direct Set Free
Nashuville.

“The biggest weapon we use
is our testimony,” Cunningham
said. “It’s about restoration —
not only for the guys but for the
city.”

Wayne Terry, TBC church
starter strategist, said efforts
are underway to identify several
Nashville-area churches willing
to provide resources and sup-

port for Set Free Nashville. O}

Georgia farm for a JEROME CUNMNGHAM left, and Lawrence
30-40-day period of Wright, were sent from the Gainesville, Ga.,

intense

disciple- chapter of Set Free to help start Set Free

ship. By Friday, Nashville. Cunningham serves as director of the
seven more had Nashville group.
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GuideStone Financial Resources. Your Guide for Service.
Commitment. Experience. Quality.

For more than 86 years, GuideStone has served Southern Baptists with quality retirement, life and
health products, enhancing their financial security and providing support for every stage of life.

We are grateful for the decades of confidence placed in us and are committed to continuing our

long tradition of high-touch service, shared values and competitive products. Our name may

change, but our focus remains the same . . . Serving those who serve the Lord.

During the Convention, come and experience our service!

B Visit the GuideStone exhibit and see our “new look.”

#@ Receive a complimentary copy of Dr. O.S. Hawkins’ latest book. e
B Talk to on-site GuideStone experts about retirement, life and health plan -optibns.

M Receive a health assessment at the Wellness Center. |

M Pick up materials for Adopt An Annuitant Sunday, June 26. .

GuideStone Financial Resources — Your Guide for Life. www.GuideStone.org 1-800-262-0511

-
GuideStone

FINANCIAL RESOURCES
of the Southern Baptist Convention

-
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In 1919, Tennessee Baptists sent $5,000 to Carson-Newman
College, solidifying a partnership to educate students for
a lifetime of service for Christ. In the intervening years
this partnership has grown exponentially, encircling the
globe through missions work and education alliances.
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We could measure the results in pulpits filled, school teach-

ers prepared, pre-med students trained and missionaries

commissioned, or a hundred other wa:ys-,' Bu#:,— perhaps

the best demonstration can be found in the realization

that our partnership has meant an eternity to those who
have heard and answered God’s call.
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If you are looking for a Christian liberal arts experience
that will sharpen your mind while shaping your heart, we
invite you to visit us on campus in East Tennessee.
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Belmont nursing students serve, study in Cambod

By Connie Davis Bushey
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Six nursing students
of Belmont University here and a nurs-
ing professor joined a former Belmont
adjunct professor of nursing serving at a
Cambodian hospital to study and serve
Cambodians May 12 - June 2.

The experience “changes your perspec-
tive,” said Sharon Dowdy, professor of
nursing and member of Woodmont Bap-
tist Church here. “The poverty is over-
whelming,” she added.

She told of a 16-year-old boy who was
a patient of Sihanouk Hospital Center of
HOPE in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, where
the team served. He was recovering from
surgery to repair his sternum, which is a
breast bone, and infection in his upper
body. The infection began in a tooth. The
boy’s family members have had to oper-
ate a bag to provide breathing assistance
for the boy for two months following the
surgery. Mechanical ventilators are not
available. Thankfully, the boy is doing so
well he can operate the bag now some of
the time, said Dowdy:.

Without the free care provided by the
hospital, he would have died, said Dowdy.
The hospital is a philanthropic effort
assisted by several organizations in sev-
eral countries including some Protestant
churches.

The Belmont School of Nursing
learned about Sihanouk Hospital through
Susan Taplin, former adjunct nursing
professor. She learned about it through a
non-denominational church she attended

Nashville, TN

Living@YourBest Wellness Walk/Run’f{

Within walking distance from most hotels in the
downtown area, the walk will be held:

Tuesday, June 21, 2005, 6:15 a.m.
Hilton Park (across from the Country Music Hall of Fame)
Demonbreun St. between 4th Ave. and 5th Ave.

in Nashville. Taplin has served the hospi-
tal as director of nursing for xx years.
Dowdy said the trip combined work
and study for the six nursing students. A
Belmont student not studying nursing
rounded out the group. Dowdy said the
effort was so successful she hopes the

School of Nursing will continue to send

students to Sihanouk Hospital and help
the ministry in other ways.

“There’s so much that we have that we
can share,” she said.

The Tennesseans visited HIV-AIDS
patients in their homes. Dowdy learned
about one patient from several of thie Bel-
mont students — a 25-year-old mother
who has four children she is trying to
care for. She was having trouble paying
rent on her home, which wasn’t much
more than a shack. The students gave
her some rent money, which was only $12
a month.

The group studied with other students
at the hospital, which is a teaching insti-
tution. They visited an HIV-AIDS clinic
located in another part of the city, visited
a public school, and got involved with the
Protestant church which meets at the
hospital. The Tennesseans attended
church services, visited a church start in
another province of the country, and par-
ticipated in a ministry to poor people who
live by scrounging through a city dump.

Dowdy said she saw several students
become more interested in spiritual
things while in Cambodia. One student
also plans to return to the hospital to
serve. Three of the Belmont students had
never traveled out of the United States

'if you're planning to attend the Southern Baptist Conventlon in Nashville, Tenn.,
or if you live in the Nashville area, you are invited to join GuideStone Financial
Resources for the 2005 Living@YourBest Wellness Walk/Run.

Join us at 6:15 a.m. for a warm-up stretch, then walk or run
a one mile or 5K course. The first 750 registered walkers

(age 10 and older) to stop by the Living@YourBest table at
the convention will receive a free t-shirt.

GuideStone Financial Resources is teaming up with LifeWay
Christian Resources and many of its vendors to sponsor this
walk. Visit www.GuideStone.org to register online or
call 1-800-262-0511.

— Tennessee news -
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THE TENNESSEE TEAM stand with their driver, Mr. Lai, left, and Susan Taphﬁ kne
on back row, director of nursing, Sihanouk Hospital Center of HOPE, Phnom Penh, §
bodia, and former adjunct professor of nursing, Belmont University, Nashville. ﬁsm:
bers are, from left, standing, Kelly Bateman, Abby Marvin, Sarah Jane Heard, T’aplm
Sharon Dowdy, professor of nursing, Belmont; kneeling on front row, Sarah Beth S
Kelly Hammond, Leslie Gomer, and Justice Estrada.

before. They were assisted with
expenses by several departments at
Belmont.

Dowdy, who has served as an R.N.
on a mission trip to Brazil and led
Belmont nursing student teams to
Brazil, Spain, and North Dakota,
said this missions experience left her
feeling hopeful in that the work of
the Tennesseans is being carried on
by the health care workers in Cam-
bodia.

Dowdy also taught leadership
skills to hospital staff members who
were “so hungry,” she described, for
the information, which was new to
them.

She saw the ill-effects of the commu-
nist Khmer Rouge, which affected many
residents negatively from 1975-79. Cam-

CAMEOD!ANS gather each morning, s
from miles away, for a drawing which will ia
fy 10 people who become recipients of the |
health care provided by Sihanouk Hospital.

bodians have an unusual fear of 4'
related reporting, for example.
“We learned a great deal,” she said

s

Get dlscovered on the Nashwlle
~country walk of fame!

= ’.;.- | _
GuideStone |k

FINANCIAL RESOURCES .II' t
of the Southern Baptist Convention

7¢j Walk/Run

For ye % boagh! with 2 price
herclers goruy God in yuat oy
sad in yeur spim wihick arm God e

1Cox 20 LY



e 15 / B&R / June 22, 2005

#n Ellsworth £
 University news oﬂlce

2e envy of most men his age. But
0 years, one regret in his life has
7ed at him nearly every day.

s true he and his wife Sylvia hﬁve |
happily married for almost 50

5. Their two children, Eric and
‘tal, have sung for dignitaries from
 is the country. '

. the ‘Morris home here, photos of
' children line the hallway. Here’s a

re of ‘them with Oliver North.-

=’s one with former Vice President
Quayle. Over here is one with Bill

m:Landry, Willard Scott, Norman
arzkopf. The list goes on.

1, that regret lmgered

72, Bob Morris — better knﬁwn to
iends and business associates as
‘Man” — plays tennis three days
ek. He has four grandchﬂdren,.
»ne more on the way. '

Dugh retired from a successful '

~ in sales and publi¢ relations,
s still works part-time. He is also

=er survivor, and doctors tell him =

OW in remission. -
and -his wife also lead music at
2 Hills Baptist Church in Gal-
wthough they remain members of
Baptist Church, Hendersonville.
t for the last 50 years, despite all
- right with his life, Morris has

ACKSON — Bobby Horris would

- lived with the ever-present reality that

~ he didn’t finish what he started. After

attending Union University for four
years, he left the school in 1955 two
hours short of graduating. A failed eco-
‘nomics course was his undoing.

“I guess I got overextended with a
beautiful ~redheaded lady,” Morris
offered- as his reason for not passing
the class. “I just wasn’t as focused,

. maybe, as I should have been.”

“Don’t blame that on me,” Sylvia
replied. “He didn’t study.”

Morris also secured a job during his
last semester and at the time that job
was more important to him than the
degree. “It was a plum of a job. I wasn't
going back and fool with two hours of
economics with that job sitting on my

' plate Morris recalled.

Whatever the reasons, that two-
hour course hovered between Morris
and a college degree for five decades.

“Not a full week has passed in 50
years that I didn’t think about it,” he
said. Every time he filled out a job
application, it reminded him of his
shortcoming. How much college have
_you had? Four years, he would answer.
Degree?

No.

“I didn’t even want to fill out an
application, because four years and you
didn’t graduate?” Morris said. “It didn’t
keep me from getting a job or getting
whatever I wanted, but still, it affected
me mentally.”

Tennessee news

-

BOB AND SYLVIA Morris stand out- -

side their Hendersonville home. Morris
left Union University in 1955 two hours
short of a degree. He completed
requirements this year and in May
received his degree at Union’s com-
mencement service.

Despite not having a degree Morris
went on to a successful career in sales.

But even with all his professional
accomplishments, Morris still was
unhappy that he hadn’t completed his
degree. :

ndersonwlle mcm receives degree from Union — 50 years later

“I never started anything I didn’t
finish,” he said. “I just really want to
cross the finish line. It became an
obsession.”

Late last year, Keith Absher, dean of
the McAfee School of Business at
Union, learned of Morris’ situation
from university registrar Jane Betts.
They arranged to get Morris re-
enrolled as a student and into an inde-
pendent study marketing class to com-

_ plete his degree requirements.

“He immediately completed all
those requirements and did a superb
job,” Absher said.

For the class, Morris had to write a
thesis on the history of the McAfee
School of Business and how his time at
Union had affected him over the last
50 years. |

“He got up every morning at 5 a.m.,
and watched the squirrels and the red-
birds and the bluebirds,” Sylvia said.
“And he wrote for four weeks at 5 a.m.
in the morning.”

His degree requirements now com-
plete, Morris donned a black cap and
gown and took his place with the rest
of Union’s graduating class of 2005. He
said the achievement ranks only
behind the day he became a Christian
and the day he married the love of his
life.

“Number three in life would be
that,” Morris said. “It would be difficult

for anyone to be more thrilled than I
am now.” [}

'I'Iumk you, Southern Baptists, for
going and telling! You have

demonstrated to us

that “Everyone Can.”
Nashville will never be the same!

And Jesus carﬁe to them and
spake unto them, saying, “All
authority hath been given unto
me in heaven and on earth. Go
ye therefore, and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit:
teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever | commanded
you: and lo, | am with you always,
even uhto the end of the world.”
— Matthew 28:18-20 (KJV)
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See answers on page 20

ACROSS

1. “Ye are the of the
earth” (Matt. 5:13)

5. Peter healed this man who
had been bedridden with
palsy for eight years (Acts
9:33-34)

9. “l am your pillows”
(Ezek. 13:20)

10. © , | am with you alway”

(Matt. 28:20)

11. Og’'s bed was made of this
(Deut. 3:11)

12. Set apart for worship .

16. Edward’s nickname

17. A camel has one

18. Quality, suffix ,

19. “It shall return, and shall be
eaten:asa _____ tree” (Isa.
6:13)

21. Presently

23. “Strain at a gnat, and swal-
lowa___ " (Matt. 23:24)

26. "Gotothe ____, thou slug-
gard” (Prov. 6:6)

27. Noah’s son

28. “Listen, O |
(Isa. 49:1)

31. A magistrate of ancient
Rome

33. A case for holding small
articles

34. The second note of the
musical scale

36. Nickel, chem.'symbol

37. “Thatwe may ____ our
hearts, unto wisdom” (Ps.

unto me”

90:12)

38. “l will ____ thee and teach
thee”(Ps. 32:8)

41. Not off

42. Winged mammal

43. Kentucky's neighbor, abbr.

44. “The twenty-four ___ fall
down before him” (Rev. 4:10
NIV)

48. “Rejoice not against me, O
mine _____ " (Mic. 7:8)

50. Step

81. |

52. “Lips of wise ____
edge” (Prov. 15:7)

knowl-

DOWN

“Salute every in Christ”

(Phil. 4:21)

Barbour Publishing

2. “_____ with thine adversary”
(Matt. 5:25)

3. John sent his Revelation to
this church in Asia Minor
(Rev. 1:11)

4. “ ... that may abide the
flre” (Num. 31:22-23)

. “And hereby we know that
we are of the truth, and shall
______our hearts before him”
(1 John 3:19)

6. Where Samson lived after he
slaughtered the Philistines
(Judg. 15:8, 11)

7. “He that hath an ____ | let
him hear” (Rev. 2:7)

8. Paul wrote one of his epis-
tles to these people

13. Compound, abbr.

14. Seventh letter of the Greek
alphabet

15. Succession of rulers from
the same descent

20. “Kings of the earth shall ...
_____"(Rev. 18:9)

22. Activated

24. Spring-flowering bush with
fragrant blossoms

25. Twelfth letter of the alpha-
pet

27. "The Son of man shall be
betrayed unto the chief
priests and untothe "
(Matt. 20:18)

29. Groups of seven

30. Elongated fish

32. Soiled

35. The father of Ahira (Num.
1:15)

39. “And there shall come forth
arodoutofthe ___ of
Jesse” (Isa. 11:1)

40. Not, prefix

41. Either

45. “One went out into the
field to gather hetbs ... and
gathered thereof wild
gourds his _____ full” (2
Kings 4:39)

46. What would happen to
Adam and Eve if they ate the
forbidden fruit

47. "The wayfaring men ...
shall.not -~ "7 (lsa:
35:8)

49. “Come unto ___, all ye

that labour” (Matt. 11:28)
50. Silicon, chem. symbol

Companies provide
family-friendly

R-rated movies
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — It's an
embarrassing moment millions
of parents have experienced —
enjoying a movie at home with
their family when a seemingly
harmless film turns offensive.

A few seconds of profanity
and sexual dialogue ruin- the
evening, with mom and dad
bewildered and wdndering,
“Why was that in there?”

Thanks to DVD technology
and a few innovative companies,
mom and dad now can enjoy
movie night in peace.

Three young companies —
CleanFilms, CleanFlicks, and
Family Flix — offer family-safe
edited DVD versions of PG, PG-
13, and R movies, deleting the
objectionable content. Another
budding company, ClearPlay,
sells a DVD player with the
capability of muting profanity
and “skipping” offensive scenes.

In all instances, the profani-
ty, sexual dialogue, nudity, and
graphic violence are gone. PG
movies become G-rated and R
movies turn to PG-friendly.

“It's a wonderful option for
families,” said Richard Land,
president of the Southern Bap-

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES _

J( '_ﬁhmhcmm
Lights
. WWW. BUIchurch com
1-800-446-7400 Steep
\ P.D. Box 2250 + Danville, Virgifiia 24541

~@wLifcWay

CHURCH BUSES
Biblical Solutions for Life

Aﬁuﬂuﬂlﬁi’ayﬂmﬂlnm

30-34 Passengers

e 15 passenger buses (no CDL reﬁuired)
e Over 80 new & used buses in stock
e Van replacement vehicles

national / state news

tist Convention’s Ethics & Reli-
gious Liberty Commission. “The
argument that Hollywood

makes (about movies) — that -

this is the way the world is and
you can’t sugarcoat it — is non-
sense.”

But while thousands of fami-
lies have embraced the industry
— CleanFilms alone claims
nearly 10,000 customers — Hol-
lywood’s reaction hasn't been so
kind. Movie directors have sued
the companies, asserting they
are infringing on artistic license.

Congress had provided some
protection through the Family
Entertainment and Copyright
Act, but it does not cover the
companies that physically alter
the CD. It does cover ClearPlay
which works with the original,
unedited version of the movie. 7

No Bible

during recess?
Baptist Press

KNOXVILLE — A federal.

was told he could not halc

CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH WORKSH@

There will be a 16-hour Conversational Engllsh Workshop |

’ a $20 registration fee. To register or request additional in
| mation, go to www.tnbaptist.org News & Events or conf;
Tim Hill at (615) 371-2032 or e-mail imarks @ tnbaptist.e
The deadline is July 15, 2005. 1

~ Tennessee Baptists,
America's #1 Church Bus Dealer,
has some deals for you!

46 Passengers

e Rental buses
e Trade-ins welcome
e 15 to 46 passenger buses

-ﬂ r
; " _

18-26 Passengers

lawsuit has been filed on be
of a student here who

informal Bible club du
recess. The suit was filed Ju
by the Alliance Defense Fun
behalf of 10-year-old stu
Luke Whitson, a fourth-gr
at Karns Elementary School

“The Constitution says
to Bible reading and discus
outside of class time" !
attorney Nate Kellum said
news release.

“Recess 1s non-ins
time regardless of how
school system tries to chara
ize it after the fact,” the o
release continued.

The Alliance Defense F
said it was unable to resolve
issue with school officials, |
ing the lawsuit. It was file
the U.S. District Court for
Eastern District of Tenness

School officials have
recess 18 not “free time” and
Bible study is allowed “out
the classroom environme
according to the Knoxville Ni
Sentinel.
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Monthly Specials

Stock No. Year Make Capacity Price
24081 2004  Ford/Starcraft 15 $38,500
25044 2006 IHC/EIDorado-Diesel 34 w/Removable Row e $88,640
25023 2003  Chevrolet/ElDorado 30 $69.748 564,900
25079 2005  Ford/Starcraft 26 : $47,960
246398 1998 Ford/Federal Coach 25 w/ Rear Luggage e $26,900
252495 1995  Chevrolet/ElDorado 30 $20.000  $25,900

Buses are ( i,a 1-800-370-6180

m‘g ﬁrﬁzpﬂ%{){!:\?{% 1-615-376-2287 \

y | { Frm:kftfl VAU www.carpenterbus.com
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FConnie Davis Bushey
tist and Reflector

ABRENTWOOD — “It has
=n said that 95 percent of a
rson’s concepts are formed
“ore he or she enters first

ate learning to occur” in a safe
‘setting, explained Thomas.
Working with Tennessee
Baptist churches to provide
these learning environments in
churches, Thomas discovered
they needed one resource dis*

cussing these needs and that
other resources on this subject
were out of print. So she com-
piled Preschool Space at
Church, which was published
by the TBC recently.

Thomas, who has been on
the staff of the TBC for two
years, said the book presents
help for churches who are
preparing to build state-of-the-
art preschool facilities to
churches who don’t have the
money to prepare ideal spaces,
but still want some ideas to
m itself teaches,” she added. help them improve what they
Preparing an appropriate have.
~ning environment “allows  For
" developmentally-appropri-

‘ade. How important the first
ars of life are for laying foun-
bions of all kinds!” writes
eresa Thomas in her new
»k, Preschool — Birth - Kin-
~garten — Space at Church.
One of the foundations
z2ch needs to be laid carefully
preschoolers is the spmtual
», she continued. Thomas is
school specialist, Tennessee
otist Convention staff.
The learning environment of
preschooler in church is
sortant, she explained. “The

example, Thomas
includes ways to use household
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items to furnish and equip pre-
school space. Thomas was a pre-
school consultant for the North
Carolina Baptist Convention
for 15 years before moving to
Tennessee in 1999.

“We want the church pre-
school leader to understand
why we do what we do for
preschoolers,” she said. “If they
know the whys, they’re more
likely to do the best with what
they have.”

Preschool leaders need to be
aware that “God created
preschoolers to be active learn-
ers. It i1s therefore logical to
plan a preschool room to
respect this design,” she writes
in the introduction.

That design should include
activity centers, she explained,
which leads the young child to
make good choices. These types
of activities help diminish and
often eliminate discipline prob-
lems, she added.

She’s  very pleased that
materials written by retired
TBC preschool specialist, Sue
Raley, are included in the book.
Raley, who also worked at Life-
Way Christian Resources,
Nashville, developed a princi-

ple-based philosophy for pre-.
school ministry. Thomas adapt- _

ed the materials.
Thomas said every preschool
worker needs to consider

Raley’s principles. For example,
she suggests that churches not
mix fantasy with reality,
“because preschoolers need to
know that everything at church

Tennessee

This is not real,” writes
Raley.

“Reverence for the Bible
dictates a more discrimi-
nating approach,” writes
Thomas.

Equipment s,uggestmns

news

C staffer complles book on preschool space at church

and sources are included
in the book. For example,
recommended blocks can
be bought from several
companies including Life-
Way Church Sales of Life-
Way Christian Resources,
(www.lifeway.org).
Employees of LifeWay
Church Sales represent
several companies.

Books which Thomas
suggests are available
from Amazon.com and
from community book
stores, she added.

"She recommends one
Bible for the preschooler,
the Read to Me Bible for

Kids, which is available in .

three translations — New
International Reader’s Version,
King James Version, and Hol-
man Christian Standard Bible

"— from LifeWay.

It is a complete Bible which
has verses, stories, phrases, and
thoughts appropriate for “liter-
al-minded” preschoolers high-
lighted, explained Thomas.

It has realistic illustrations

rather than cartoon-like art.
Preschoolers may think car-
toon-like art illustrating a

Bible story means that the
story is fictional, she said. Also
the pictures aren’t “scary,” she

TES J*-. Lh‘-l'
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THERESA THOMAS, preschool spe-
“cialist for the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention staff,
Preschool — Birth - Kindergarten —
Space at Church, which she com-
piled and the TBC published recently.

holds the book,

many of the same rooms.
Adult leaders need to work

together on sharing classrooms

and resources so preschoolers

can experience consistency in-

their learning activities, she
detailed.

“Consistency is so important
for the security of the pre-
schooler,” noted Thomas.

“I have a real passion for

preschoolers and that churches

do what is best for the child,”
she said.

Thomas said the TBC pro-
duced Preschool Space at
Church in a soft-cover format to
help churches and preschool
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is true,” writes Raley:. added.

Referring to cartoon or fan-
tasy characters, Raley says,
“Even though some may _see
these characters (i.e. Veggie-
tales, Sesame Street) as teach-
ing biblical truths or values, the
child sees vegetables or ani-

mals with voices and/or faces.

missions,

Rogers’ new book reveals:

Thomas is also proud of the
section, “Sharing Classrooms
and Resources,”
help the many churches which
have Sunday School classes,
weekday ministries,
and Discipleship
Training groups meeting in

leaders save money and posted
it on the internet, where it can
be accessed free of charge at
www.tnbaptist.org, click on
childhood, click on resources.

For more information, con-
music, tact . Thomas at
tthomas@tnbaptist.org or (615)
371-2082. 0

which can

‘What Every Christian Ought To Know’

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Adrian Rogers never again
will go bodysurfing without reading every near-
by billboard and sign.

While on vacation in Hawaii, Rogers over-
looked a “no bodysurfing” sign, and was slammed
to the ocean floor while
attempting to ride a wave. He
escaped with only minor
scrapes and bruises, but consid-
ers the experience a valuable
lesson. He compares this expe-
rience to how many Christians
go through life without a firm
foundation in what they believe
in — particularly when it comes
to Scripture.

ROGERS

“There are some basic truths that every.

Christian ought to know,” Rogers writes in his
latest book. “Some may be body slammed, like 1

was, because they do not know.”
In the Broadman & Holman book What Every

Christian Ought to Know: Essential Truths for

Growing Your Faith, Rogers focuses on 12 basic
truths he believes every Christian should know.
Rogers is a well-known Christian speaker,

author, and retired senior pastor of Bellevue
Baptist Church, Cordova. He has written Unveil-
ing the End Times in Our Time, The Incredible
Power of Kingdom Authority, The Wonder of It
All, and The Nature of Hope. His latest book tar-
gets both “new believers” and those who are
“bogged down in their Christian walk.”

Rogers’ book opens with a chapter on Scrip-
ture, or what he refers to as the “starting place
in Christian growth,” and builds on the theme
that those who are not “grounded” in Scripture
are “sitting ducks for Satan’s big guns.”

“Some despise the Bible; others just deny it;
still others distort it and have warped, misused,
and abused it,” Rogers writes. “But I believe the
greatest enemy of the Bible is the so-called
Christian who simply ignores the Bible or disre-
gards it.”

The book also covers topics such as how to
have the assurance of salvation, handle tempta-
tion, pray with power, be filled with the Holy
Spirit, and discern God’s will for your life.

Rogers shares his hope that the book not only
will inspire but also will transform lives and
motivate people to act on their faith. He notes
that God has a plan for everyone — not just mis-
sionaries, church leaders, and pastors. O
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An Open Letter to Southern Baptists from
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Many of you are aware that we, along with other Southern Baptist entities, have been striving for the past few years to strengthen
our relationship with the Southern Baptist Convention. New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has no interest in moving
away from Southern Baptist ownership or control, as has happened with some colleges and other entities which have severed their
ties with their Baptist state conventions.

To achieve this end, the strategy of sole membership has been recommended to us by the Executive Committee. While this strategy
may work for some of our sister entities, there are some peculiarities in Louisiana law which suggest that sole membership would
not be the best means to achieve the results we are all seeking. The sole membership proposal is tailored to legislation called the
Model Act that has been enactéd in nine states. Ten of the entities of the Southern Baptist Convention are in the nine states which
passed the Model Act. Louisiana is not one of those states, and therefore New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is under a
different legal code than the other SBC entities. Sole membership in Louisiana means something different than sole membership in

the home states of other entities.

The Trustees and administration of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary have two major concerns about using the sole
membership strategy as defined in Louisiana law:

The most important legal problem with sole membership in Louisiana is increased exposure to liability lawsuits for the Southern
Baptist Convention. The overwhelming consensus of legal opinions we sought is that making the SBC the sole member of our
Louisiana corporation could dramatically increase the risk of liability lawsuits for the SBC in the state of Louisiana. This strategy

could potentially put the Cooperative Program at risk. Messengers must decide if the possibility of putting the Cooperative
Program at financial risk is worth adopting this measure without considering any alternative way to accomplish the same goals.

j =N Loy I . R *
There are also grounds for significant concerns about the implications of sole membership for Baptist polity. Many Baptist
historians and theologians, SBC leaders, and SBC church members have voiced a concern that sole membership could be a step
toward the centralization of control and authority in Southern Baptist Iife. It is not the size of the step, but rather the direction of
the step that causes concern. Historic Baptist polity emphasizes the decisive influence of the SBC over its entities through Trustees
elected by SBC messengers, as opposed to direct control of the entities by the Convention itself. We believe it should stay that way.

Since the messengers of the 2004 Southern Baptist_CDnv%ntinn requested that the NOBTS Trustees approve a sole membership
option, we have done so. However, the Trustees did so with reservations born not out of a desire for greater independence or an
attempt to change in any way the relationship we have always had with the Convention, but out of concern for the legal and fiscal
health of the Convention and for the conservation of historic Baptist polity. Our passionate commitment to the Southern Baptist
Convention and stewardship of Convention resources gives us an obligation to share these concerns.

There are alternatives to sole membership which could achieve the same end of strengthening the ties binding the seminary and the
Convention without some of the risks sole membership brings. We believe it would be in the best interests of the Convention for
messengers to encourage seminary Trustees to explore those alternatives. Messengers should also know that numerous Louisiana
attorneys have told the seminary its current charter clearly protects the right of the Convention to elect all seminary Trustees and to

require prior approval for any changes to the seminary charter. We stand*ready to make any adjustments to our charter that
messengers feel would strengthen those rights any further.

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary will remain a Southern Baptist entity until Jestis comes again! Our reservations
concerning the sole membership proposal are strictly limited to a concern about the best way to accomplish that end. We ask

messengers to the SBC to consider prayerfully these reservations and then vote their conscience at this year's convention. Thank
you for your consideration.

Yours & His,

Chuck Kelley

The Office of the President, Dr. Charles S. Kelley, Jr., New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 3939 Gentilly Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70126
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| Remember annuitants

on Sunday, June 26
By Richard Skidmore

They are in their 70s, sometimes their 80s before
we learn about them. They have income from Social
Security and sometimes a small annuity check.

| That income is not enough to pay for their daily
necessities of food, housing, prescription drugs, and
medical care.

Most of them were good stewards and saved some
money that they have used month by month to
make up this shortfall. Now they have exhausted
their financial resources. They are pastors, mission-
aries, teachers, and their spouses who have served
Tennessee Baptist churches typically for 30 to 40
years or more before reaching retirement age. Many
have served churches that struggle to meet the pas-
tor’s monthly salary, with little or nothing left over
to contribute to a retirement fund. They are the
focus of Adopt An Annuitant Sunday on June 26.

GuideStone Financial Resources of the Southern
Baptist Convention calls upon Baptists to remember
these servants of God and to step forward to affirm
them and help meet their needs. The challenge laid
before individuals and churches to assist with this
ministry is, And we urge you, brethren, to recognize
those who labor among you, and are over you in the
Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very
highly in love for their work’s sake... (I Thessaloni-
ans 5:12-13a, NKJV)

Through their Adopt An Annuitant ministry,
GuideStone provides qualifying persons $200 per
month if single and $265 to married couples. There
are currently about 3,000 individuals or couples
receiving assistance each month. In Tennessee
approximately 200 individuals or couples receive
assistance through Adopt An Annuitant.

What can churches do to help?

First, get informed. Two resources are available
from GuideStone. Bulletin inserts are free and can
be distributed in your church on any Sunday to tell
your people about the Adopt An Annuitant program.
A free video features testimonies of adopted annui-
tants. These resources are available by calling
GuideStone at 1-800-262-0511.

Then, get involved. Be sure that your church is
making retirement contributions for your pastor
and staff. You can also help by doing something to

contribute to the immediate financial needs nf-

retirees who have nowhere else to turn.

The following story is illustrative of the plight an
annuitant couple may face. They served 38 years in
eight churches. They now face monthly bills of just
over $900 for medicine, food, and housing. Their
monthly income is $796. He is age 75, she is 74 and
they may live anywhere from Johnson City to Mem-
phis.

When the first Adopt An Annuitant check arrives,
their note says, “Just a note of thanks for helping us
when we need it most.” 0 — Skidmore is church min-
isters financial support specialist for the Tennessee
Baptist Convention.

Pa
~j

==

mawﬁ—grgn w

wn
w
£-m

= [ |Z |mwv

The best is yet to be

By Michael Adams

Focal Passage: Romans 8:18-25;
I Corinthians 15:50-54, 57;
Philippians 3:20-21

One Sunday Reverend Jones
chose for his text, “Behold, I come
quickly.” The sermon theme was
the “Second Coming of Christ.” As
this eloquent speaker began to
recite his text for the first time, he
suffered a mental block and could
not remember the rest of his con-
tent. Starting over Jones again
said, “Behold, I come quickly,” but
his mind was still blank. Believing
the third time was always the
charm, he began once more with,
“Behold, I come quickly.” However,
this time he tripped over a micro-
phone cord and falling off the plat-
form, he landed in the lap of a very
large woman who was sitting on
the first row. Picking himself up,
he began his apology to which the
lady responded with these words,
“It’s alright, Brother Jones, you
told me three times that you were
coming quickly. I should have got
out of your way.” In the family of
God, the matter of the return of
Jesus Christ to planet earth is a
hotly debated subject and a much
anticipated event. In prior weeks
the lesson subjects have been jus-
tification and sanctification. In
this lesson our attention is direct-
ed to the glorification of the believ-
er whieh will take place during the

By Brad Shockley

Focal Passage: Ezekiel 18:1-10,

136
Ever heard of the “blame
game?” Folks have been playing it
all the way back to the Garden of
Eden (Genesis' 3). Adam blamed
Eve for bite marks found in the

~ forbidden fruit; Eve blamed the

serpent. Old Sarah talked Abra-
ham into having a child by their
maid, Hagar, and then blamed him
for the catfights between the two
that followed (Genesis 16). Moses’
brother, Aaron, provided a classic
example of the blame game with,
“It’s not my fault, Moses. The peo-
ple made me build this fire, and
this golden calf just came out all
by itself” (paraphrase mine - Exo-
dus 32:24). The people of Israel in
Ezekiel’'s day played it too,
expressing thoughts of why things
were so bad with a catchy little
saying: The fathers eat the sour

. grapes, but the children’s teeth are

set on edge (Ezekiel 18:2). In other
words, “Our forefathers sinned
and God is judging us for it.” God
begged to differ, and spent a chap-
ter — chapter 18 — refuting the
notion.

There’s a universal principal
set forth, explained, and illustrat-
ed in these 32 verses that every-
one will come to terms with one
day: the individual is responsible
alone before God. Behold, all souls
are Mine; the soul of the father as
well as the soul of the son is Mine.
The soul who sins will die (Ezekiel

paraousia. Using diverse texts,

Paul’s writing presents three
aspects of this end-time event.
First, every believer should live
with anticipation which brightens
their glorification. Romans 8:19
reminds Christians that the cre-
ation participates in this anticipa-
tion. There is a clear contrast
between the beginning of history
and the end of history. At its incep-
tion the world is viewed as good,
but now the world is viewed as
groaning. The intensity of this
groaning is like the pain of a moth-
er giving birth. Just as women’s
birth pains are quickly forgotten
when the newborn child is seen for
the first time, so also, creation’s
groaning will cease at the sight of
God’s glorified children. Of course
the reason for such travail in the
first place is the cosmic conse-
quences of man’s sin. Philippians
3:20 mentions that the Christian
also eagerly awaits the Lord’s
return. “Apekdechomai,” the word
translated “wait eagerly” is used

‘for mankind in Philippians 3, and

the cosmos in Romans 8. .
Secondly, every believer loves
the liberation that brings our glo-
rification. Romans 8:21 speaks of
the creation being delivered from
the bondage ... into the glorious
liberty.” Some branches of theology
have suggested that our bodies are
prison cells for our spirit, and only

death coupled with resurrection

18:4). End of dlscussmn Blame
game over. It doesn’t matter who

our parents were or what they did.

When we stand before God, He'll
hold us accountable for our
actions, our choices, our lives.

This is good for some and bad
for others, depending on what
perspective they're coming from.
In chapter 18, it was good for the
proverbial man living righteously
before God. He'd live for being
righteous. It was bad for this
man’s wicked son. He'd die for
being wicked. It was good for the
wicked son’s son who lived right-
eously. He'd live for being right-
eous like his grandad. It was bad ™
for the man who lived righteously
but turned away to wickedness.
He'd die. You get the picture. The
point is, individual responsibility
before God means past or present
circumstances can’t keep us from
getting right with God, and they
can’t make us right with Him
either. He will look at us person-
ally, not to anyone or anything
else. '

Though the principal is univer-
sal, it must be applied in context.
Otherwise folks might draw some
inaccurate conclusions about sal-
vation — as some actually do,
using this chapter to justify the
idea that a person can lose their
salvation or work for it. In Ezekiel,
when God spoke of deeds (whether
righteous or wicked) and their
impact upon a person’s mortality,
it was in the context of the Mosaic
covenant and the blessings/curs-

Sunday School Les
Family Bible Serk
June 26

power can set our souls fi
return to heaven. Howeve
concept of freedom here sy
that just as mankind is fres
sin, creation will one day b
from the corruption that o
brought to:the universs,
freedom is not a license to si
tinually, but rather our free
liberty to submit to b&con
that God desires of us. Freed
creation is a cleansing frop
ruption so that the cusmwi
restored to its pristine sta@.

Third, every believer loa
the visitation that benefits ot
rification. Each of the pa:
studied has eschatologica
tings. When Jesus returns in
creation will be restored.

be fulfilled. When Jesus ré
the kingdoms of this worle

and King. When Jesus._
every knee shall bow ant

Lord to the glory of '{3
Father. When Jesus return

Praise the Lord, I'll havel
life. O — Adams is pastal

. Sunday School Les
Explore the Bibl
' June 26

ings associated with it (se
week’s lesson). So the “lifé
“death” referred to in this p
was physical not spiritual; ¥
ral not eternal. In God’s &t
of salvation under the
covenant in Christ, the pri
still applies but in a differen

Everyone will be held accoun

for what they did individ

Bible teaching ———F~—}

with God’s Son, Jesus. It wi

“their acceptance or rejectit

Him personally that will d

mine whether they live or dié

itually (Psalm 2:12, Philip]

2:10-11).

I suppose the blame game
always be popular. It was p]

to the point of absurdity in

when the House of Repres

tives was forced" to pass
“cheeseburger bill.” It wasan
ure intended to protect fast

restaurants from being sué

overweight customers. Yes, ¢
right. People actually sued
makers of double-cheesebur
malt shakes, and chili-cheese

for making them fat. You koo

the last few years I've notice
waistline increase in pre ;
all the fried chicken and |
bean casseroles the
pot-lucked me with. I w
— Shockley is pastor ol o

Baptist Church, Cedar ‘.'9""
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Deaths

¢ Carolyn Hinton, secre-
tary at Temple Baptist Church
Paris, died June 12, after an
extended illness. Her husband
Otis Hinton has served for many
years as a pastor in West Ten-
nessee. The family requests
memorials be made to the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention
Barnabas Ministry. Checks may
be made payable to the TBC and
designated to Barnabas Min-
istry. Send memorials to TBC,
P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN
37024-0728.

Leaders

¢ Union Hill Baptist
Church, Goodlettsville, called
Mike Mayo as pastor effective
June 12. A native of Milan,
Mayo formerly served as pastor
of South Main Baptist Mission,
Springfield, and Saturn Drive
Baptist Church in Nashville.

¢ Darrin Reynolds of
Lebanon has been called as
youth/student pastor at Hill-
crest Baptist Church of
Lebanon,

¢ Jason Harlin of Lebanon
has been called as minister of
music/worship at Hillerest Bap-
tist Church of Lebanon.

¢ Tiffany Triplett has

resigned as minister of youth and
young adults at Immanuel Bap-
tist Church, Nashville, to_accept
the position of associate pastor of
a church in New York City.

¢ Leslie Adcock will leave
the position of interim youth
director of Cumberland Baptist
Church, Knoxville, to pursue a
master's degree at Trevecca
Nazarene University, Nashville.

¢ Brent Beasley, pastor of
Second Baptist Church of Mem-
phis, received a doctor of min-
1stry degree in May from Prince-

CLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — MUSIC
Accepting resumes for part-time
minister of music. Please send
resume to Hillcrest Baptist
Church, 380 Dover Rd., Clarks-
ville, TN 37042, (931) 647-8915.

o e e
Henderson Chapel Baptist
Church is seeking to fill the posi-
tion of part-time music worship
leader. Address your resume or
questions to the church or phone
Dave Tinker at (865) 428-0276.
Henderson Chapel Baptist
Church, 407 Henderson Rd.,
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863, Attn.
Search Committee.

MINISTRY — POSITIONS
Trinity Baptist Church, Bolivar,
Tenn., is searching for a pianist
and a music director. If you feel
God leading you to us, please
contact pastor Charles Jeter at
(731) 658-2593. Or you may
send your resume to Trinity Bap-
tist Church c/o Search Commit-
tee, PO. Box 41, Bolivar, TN
38008.

ton Theological Seminary, based
in Princeton, N.J.

€ Tim Borchert was called

as pastor of First Baptist
Church of Oak Ridge effective
May 13. He previously served as
minister of adult and family life
at a church in Columbus, Ind.

® Greg Moore has been
called as the minister of sin-
gles/college and evangelism at
First Baptist Church of
Clarksville. Moore and his wife,
Denise, who met in the singles
ministry of First Church, previ-
ously served at a church in
Bartlesville, Okla.

¢ Brad Smith has been
called as the minister of chil-
dren at First Baptist Church of
Clarksville. A native of Jackson,
Smith is a graduate of South-
western Seminary in . Fort
Worth, Texas. He previously
served as minister to children at
a church in Owensboro, Ky.

¢ Joel Young has been
called as business administrator
for First Baptist Church of Mor-
ristown. Young and his family
formerly lived in Alabama.

¢ Wayne Bledsoe has

resigned as associate pastor at
North Johnson City Baptist
Church, Johnson City.

¢ Sean Currier is the new

youth director for Grace Baptist
Church, Johnson City.

Myrtle Beach

Ocean Front
- Corner condo, smoke-free,
pool view and lazy river.
Cell phone: (843) 602-0466
Home phone: (843) 248-4561

¢ David Crutchfield has

been called as pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church, Erwin.

Churches

4 Broadmoor Baptist
Church, Nashville, held a
revival June 5-8 with Phil Glis-
son, evangelist of Memphis, and
Carolyn Reed and Gary Buck,
music evangelists. Many deci-

sions were made through the

week.

¢ First Baptist Chureh,
Scottsboro, celebrated its
50th anniversary on June 5.
The guest speaker was Bobby
Welch, president of the South-
ern Baptist Convention.
Music evangelist Gary Buck
led the music.

¢ Dowelltown Baptist

Church, Dowelltown, will

hold revival services June 26-
29 with guest evangelist Terry
Wilkerson.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Atwood, will celebrate home-
coming on June 26 at 11 a.m.
The guest speaker will be
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avaﬂ able: today

_Call Kay Qumtero toll free at 1-888- 708 9031 or grder thmugh our

contact Linda
Faye Neal at (731)

TenneScene

—_— e

Nathan Pillow.
Lunch will follow |  *
in the fellowship | <
hall. For more
information, call
(731) 662-7370.

¢ Mansfield
Baptist Church,
Mansfield, will
celebrate its
175th  anniver-
sary on Sunday,
June 26. Service
begins at 11 a.m.
Noel Edwards,
who was pastor
50 years ago, will
speak. Lunch will
be provided. For
more information,

644-9031.

I

RAY JONES, right, director of missior
Big Hatchie Baptist Association, bas.
Covington, recently presented a plaque
the Tennessee Baptist Convention to Ki
patrick, pastor of Beaver Dam B
Church, Covington, commemorating
church’s 50th anniversary. -
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 Affordable Beachside
Vacation Condos
All size units available, Summer Special
2 night weekend, $225.00
4 weeknights, $430.00 Efficiency Unit
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good 5-26 thru 8-6
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 5541524

. Prayers :
} Are you looking for a new and unusual resource in your ministry to &
others? Plant N Prayers are beautiful silk 1% ivy al'rangemants with 30
mini-serolls of uplifting persnnal:zed scnptural prayers : attached with £
| colorful ribbon. These are prayers of encnuragementf gc;wcll“mshes,
'-cnngranﬂanons and other senﬁments Goﬁ ’Word and; guur. prayers
e combine to make this one nf the m’f._' '__'_'_'"
. s

aﬁb&

_glan mprayers com.

Suppurtmu an [:elehrahnu small Church Lea[lershm

October 24-25, 2005

For more information or to }egister, go to
www.samford.edu/groups/rcpe/lams.html
or call (205) 726-4064.

Topics include leadership, pastoral care, Christian education, bivocational pastoring,
leadership in a rural context, leadership in an urban context and much more, all with a
focus on small membership churches.

Speakers
Carl Dudley Author of Effective Small Churches in the 21st Century and
coauthor of Congregations in Transition
Nancy T. Foltz Author of Religious Education in the Small Membership Uhun:h
and Caring for the Small Church: Insights from Women in Ministry
“Andy Lester Author of The Angry Christian: A Theology for Care and Counseling,
' Hope in Pastoral Care and Counseling and It Takes Two: The Joy
of Intimate Marriage
Calvin Miller Author of Sermon Maker, The Empowered Leader and Hunger for
the Holy
Robert Smith

Professor of Christian preaching at Beeson Divinity School

TeSourcing 7,
S pastors

Hesmm Center for Pastoral Excellence

SIUTORD DNIVERSITY

2% . son County. Please send re |

2 and oughehl i, |

<Ave. Baptist Church,

GLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — PASTO
Central. Heights Baptist C
in Dandridge, Tenn,, is sea
for a pastor. Central Heig ‘
located in one of the f§
growing communities in . |

to Pastor Search Comn!
P.O. Box 681, Dandridg
37725, |
y g e e D
Seeking full-time pastor foi
Cumberland Avenue é :
Church. Located in Miges | i}
near the entrance ‘& %W
Cumberland Gap Nationg
_ Southeastern Ketlll
CABC averages 125-1
morning worship. We are |
sion-minded church re:|

grow. Send resume and ||
information to East Cumt |

Search Committee, P.C|
1332, Middlesboro, KY 40
@R D d i
Seekmg full-time pastor fi |
Baptist Church, Wllllan‘
Ky. Beautiful small town
located near Cumberlan
lege. Diverse membersh |}
an average Sunday attel L
of 140 and an active |}
group. Must be able to w¢ ﬁ
both SBC and CBF. Par §
optional. Seeking someol
an M.Div. degree and f
experience. Send resu
First Baptist Church, 230
St., Williamsburg, KY 407

MINISTRY — DON
The Big Emory/New Rivi
tist Association in Ha
Tenn., is seeking a f
director of missions. Ple
mail resume to Patbent
cast.net or mail U
Emory/New River Asso
PO. Box 444, Harrimi
37748. Resumes will b}
though July 27, 2005.

MISCELLANEOU!
Needed: multi-audio €f}
tape duplicating mach
ministry to blind and lo¥
persons. Contact Bev

at the Tennessee Bapt '
I

vention, (615) 371-20¢

1
l



Doing all things for the glory of God means doing them well. WW‘W :
Let Southern Seminary help you fulffill your calling. . .SBTS .EDU
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Ingram, Memphis.

MARIEL ROSARIO and sons, Manuel and Diego,
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A SUMMER MISSIONS travel team from the Tennessee Baptist Convention served as counselors at
the Stone Soup Festival for special-needs children and their parents. Pictured, from left, are Rachelle T
Studer and Katie Mullins, Johnson City; Jill Burris, Cleveland; Monica Ferguson, Lewisburg; and Tyler |

check out the
light show at the Stone Soup Festival. Their husband and father,
Wilfrido Rosario, currently is deployed to Irag with the Army. :

Baptist and Reflector

“Telling the Story of Tennessee Baptists”

The Baptist and Reflector is the newsjournal of the
Tennessee Baptist Convention. It also provides news
about Baptists across the Southern Baptist Convention
and around the world. A one-year’s subscription is only
$11. To subscribe, mail this form along with payment to:
Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN

. 37024,

Name

Address

A
izraEy
=g
o

- i
s

Hed'W "

SHARON BATTS, a nurse |
and member of Old New Hope |
Baptist Church, Fairview,
takes the blood pressure of
John Stark of Fairview during
Crossover 2005. Old New
Hope members displayed
‘acts of kindness” to members -
of the community.

Crossover 2005

Crossover venues
open doors to sharing

Jesus Christ

ANTOINETTE ST

ART, left, of Nasl
shows off the appl
she received from
bara Oldham, a me §
at Brentwood Be

Church, Brentwooc |
winning the cake we |
the Eastland Be
Church block parn
Nashville. — Photo
this page by Linda
son and Lonnie Wil
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVE

was a first-time event for Crossover.

L T iy R _'Jj..] =
MARK MARTIN, right, Inner City Evangelism
(ICE) team member from First Baptist Church,
Sevierville, shared Christ and later a bottle of

Gatorade with a man crossing the parking lot of
Church of the Messiah in Nashville.

NTION President
Bobby Welch (red shirt) rides with a FA.l.T.H. rider
from First Baptist Church at the Mall, Lakeland, Fla.,
as part of The Gathering toy run and concert that

& |
MIKE KEMPER, director of missions fo i
son Baptist Association and member 0 §
Baptist Church, Humboldt, shares the § @
with the aid of an EvangeCube with J! [
Young during a block party at Broadmoo
- tist Chureh, Nashville.

|
PASTOR PHIL HOLMES, left, and Tommy}{
monds of First Baptist Church, Sweetwalé |
bags of potatoes into boxes. They partici&}
the “Potato Drop” which provided sweel p&§
to needy families.



