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Jerry Sulton elected first vp 
. . 

Baptists ~1111brC.ce 1 Eve·ryone ·Can!' challenge 
By Lonnie Wilkey 8,600 registered messengers at 
~aptist and Retleqtor the 2004 annual meeting in 

NASHVILLE - Southern 
Baptists wer~ exhorted to take 
up Bobby Weldi's "Ev~ryope 
Can!" challenge to witness, win, 
and baptize one mi1lion people 
between Oct. 1 of this year and 
Sept.30,2QOS. . 

E"'{eFydne - C~arr! was the 
theme of tp.e..I48th-=-annual ses
sion of the €onven.tion. 

In · betwee11· messages to 
inspire and motivate mess en
gers to beeome more involved 
in evangelism efforts, South
ern Baptists lifted a boycott on 
the Disney Corporation, re
elected Welch as SBC presi
dent, heard a live video mes
sage from President George W. 
Bush, honored legendary evan
gelist Billy Graham, and dealt 
with a variety of resolutions 

. and motions. 
Southern Baptists also elect

ed a Tennessean - Jerry Sut
ton, pastor of '['y,to_ Rivers :Bap
tist Churcb,, Nashville, as first 
vice president. - . 

The annu.al meeting drew 
11,641"-messengers from all 50 
states.· Messengers represented 
4,976 churclies. The number 
was up consigerably from the 

Indianapolis. 
Everyone Can! 

Welch's Everyone Can! effort 
to witness, win, and baptize one -
million. people over the next 
year received a boost from 
-Crossover, the SEC's evangelis
tic thrUst held before the annu
al meeting. 

As of June 23, more than 
2,500 professions of faith in 
Christ have been recorded as a 
result of the Crossover· efforts, 
according to records submitted 
by 80 of the 100 venues report
ing to the Nashville Baptist 
Association office along with 
reports from the door-to-door 
Cro~sover thrust initia~d by 
Welch and coordinated by Life
Way Christian Reso~ces. 

Crossover 2005 was a joint 
effort Qf the North Ametican 
Mission Board, the Ter..nessee
Baptist Convention, and seven 
local Baptist associations. 

Throughout ~he annual meet
ing Everyone Can! challenges 
were issued (see story ~n page ' 
8), culminated by LifeWay Pres,. 
ident Jimmy Draper's message 
at the closing session on June 
22. 
- See Baptists, page 4 

BOBBY WELCH, left, president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, stands at attention during a militllry tribute honoring men and 
women in the armed forces on June 21 during the open;ng session 
of the SBC annual meeting at the Gaylord Entertainment Center. -
Photo by Bill Peoples 

• 

GORDON DONAHOE, rigbt, pastor of· Donelson View Baptist 
Church, Donelson, baptizes R<?dney Kelly, 22, on June 21 as more 
than 11,000 messengers to. the Southern Baptist Convention watch 
and applaud. Kelly, who _recently returned from a tour of duty in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, made a profession of faith in Christ during a pre
marital counseling . session with Donahoe. Since members of 
10,000 sac churches did not see .anyone baptized last year, sac 
leaders decided to feature a baptism at each Sf!.SSiOn Of the SBC 
annu.al meeting held last week at th.e Gaylord Entertainment Cen
ter in Nashville. BELOW, Jerry Sutton1 left, pastor of Two Rivers 
Baptist Church, was elected as the SBC's f.irst vice president. With 
him, from left, front ro~ Bobby Welch, pn3sident; Roy Hsh, Fort . . 
Worth, Texas, second vice president; badk row, Jim Wells, Ozar~ 
Mo., registration secretary; and John YeatS, Oklahoma City, record
ing secretary.- Photos by Kent Harville (above) and Morris Aber
nathy 

' 
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SBC annual • meetang 

God is moving, 
Rankin tells 
SIC messengers 
Baptist Editors' Network 

NASHVILLE - Like a 
mighty wave, God is moving, 
pouring out His grace in 
astounding and marvelous 
ways, Jerry Rankin, president of 
the International Mission 
Board, told messengers to the 
annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention here June 
22. 

"In an instant, 250,000 lives 
were swept into eternity with
out Christ ," Rankin saiQ., recall
ing the tsunami that devastated 
eight Asian countries on Dec. 26, 
2004. ''This tragedy reminds us 
of the urgency of the task of _get
ting the gospel to all people." 
· Rankin shared with South- . 

ern Baptists about another· 
wave that is sweeping .the world 
today that is far more powerful 
than that tsunami in Asia. This 
wave, ·he said, is "the tslinami of 
God's spirit, that is moving in 
the power of the gospel to break 
down barriers, open doors and 
sweep souls into the kingdom of 
God." 

A year ago, Rankin said, the 
board rejoiced to report for the 
first time more than a half mil
lion baptisms. In 2004, 1MB 
missionaries saw an increase1 of 
almost 20 percent, as more 
than 607,000 new believers 
were "swept into kingdom,'' he 
noted. 

"Passionately· devoted to 
pushing back the frontiers of , 
lostness," missionaries and 

' 
national workers are penetrat-
ing Il).any previously unreached 
people groups, Rankin said. The 
harvest 9f souls is accelerating . 
in Africa and Latin America~ 
and massive population groups 

' in South Asia and China are 
hearing the good news of God's 
love for the first time, he empha
sized. 

"All together 21,000 new 
churches were started last year. 
That's 400 every week," Rankin 
reported. "This church planting 
movement will obviously contin
ue as missionaries last year 
reported more than 50,000 addi-

tional outreach groups and mis
sion points around the world," 
he said. 

Rankin expressed gratitude 
to Southern Baptists for their 
faithful giving to the Coopera
tive Program and the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering, which 
enabled the board to support 
more than 5,200 missionaries 
around the world. This year, 
Southern Baptists gave more 
than $133 million to the Lottie 
Moon offering, enabling the mis
sion board to send out 692 new 
missionaries. 0 

NAMB uses video 
In $BC report 
Baptist Editors' Network 

NASHVILLE - Kelly once 
made excuses for not attending 
church. Now, she is a faithful 
member of a new congregation 
located on the Palm Coast of 
Flonda where she recently came 
ta know Christ. 

Michael thought he had expe
rienced "hell on earth" one 
Thursday last summer after 
Hurricane Lilly ravaged the 
Gulf Coast. The next day, South
ern Baptist volunteers arrived 
in the storm area, and the first 
day of Michael's new life came 
on Saturday when he met a SBC 
disaster reli~f volunteer. He 
later met-Jesus. 

Several months ago, 
Jonathan resented fellow college 
students who attempted to talk 
to · him about ·Jesus Christ. 
Offended ·or not, it was an on
ca~pus e~counter where the 
student - accepted..~Q.hrist, and 
now be is the one witnessing to · 
collegiates. · 

Kelly, Michael, and Jonathan 
were among thousands who 
were introduced to Jesus.Christ 
through ministries of the North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB) during 2004 and fea
tured on a video presented dur
ing the NAMB report· at the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
arinua1 meeting, JU.ne 21-22 in 
Nashville. 

The video, . a modern day 
spin-off ofC.S. Lewis' 1941 book, 
The Screw tape ·Letters, took a 
look from a demon's perspective, 
how the gospel me~sage is 

W.ALTER CROUCH, centet; of Carson-Newman College, Jefferson 
City, visits with Ginger Dean, left, and· Phyllis Dean of Oak Grove · 
Baptist Church, Mt. Carmel, in the exhibit area of the SBC annual 
meeting. 

~ 

JOHN PARROTT, center, director of missions for Holston 
Baptist Association, Rogersville, and his wife, Kathie, vis 
,Gary Rickman, ministry coordinator for the Tennessee Baptis 
vention in the exhibit area of the Southern Baptist Convenffo 
last week in Nashville. - Photo by Connie Davis Bushey 

' . 
reaching today's society even in 
the midst of darkness. 

"The enemy knows it and ' 
even more important God prom
ises it," NAMB President Bob 
Reccord said after the video. 
"The battle has already been 
won, but that doesn't mean the 
other side has given up. 

"We've all seen it in our 
world, in our neighborhoods, in 
our workplaces, and in our· 
families," said Reccord. "Satan 
still walks around like a roar-

. ing lion seeking whom he may 
devour. -

Before the video, Reccord 
shared six ministry areas in 
which NAMB is helping South
ern Baptist churches and Chris
tians fulfill the Great Commis
sion . . These- include: sharing 
Christ, volunteering in mis
sion~, eq1,1ipping leaders, send
ing missienaries, and impacting 
culture. 

Last year was a banner year 
for the NAMB, Reccord said, as 
more than 1 million Southern 
Baptists were equipped in evan
gelism through NAMB min
istries. More churches were 
started in 2004 than any other 
year in SBC history. Of these 
1, 784 new congregations, 59 per
cent were African-American or · 
ethnic. 

NAMB also assisted in mobi
lizing 116,000 Southern Bap
tists who took part in short-term ... -
mission projects. 0 

Draper gives lin11l 
LileWay report 
Baptist Editors' Network 

NASHVILLE Jimmy 
Draper admits he's no action 
hero. But Draper, who is sched
uled to retire in February from 
his post as president of Life Way 
Christian Resources, said the 
past 14 years have been a great 
adventurE} indeed. 

"In fact, many times over 
these years it seems as if I've 
been holding on while God has 
led us into a great adventure," 
Draper said during LifeWay's 
report to convention messengers 
June 21 in Nashville. "''ve tried 
to walk by faith, knowing that 
He's the one who ultimately 

writes our scripts." 
His video presentatio 

tured Life Way highlights 1 

his 14 years as pree 
including the True Love 
abstinence program, whi~ 
resulted in a reduced r 
AIDS cases in U gand1 
release of the Holman Olu 
Standa.rd Bible, which 
grown ·in popularity; w; 
efforts to include younge1 
ers in denominational life. 

During last year's So\ 
Baptist Convention a 
meeting in Indianapolis, [ 
noted the lack young mim 
denominational invol1f~'l 
Since then, Draper has mE 
more than 500 younger 
~rs to seek their input 
what he calls a "crisis" 1 

denomination. 
Furthermore, he said 

newly-elected members o 
,Way's board of trusteE 
under 40-years-old, includ 
individual who is 27 -yeart ' 

"We'll continue our di 
with younger leaders by i 
ing them in well-planned 
ing sessions that lead ~ 
nership and ;·T 'vnllv. 

opportunities," . 
plained. 

"They asked for a seaL~ 
table and LifeWay is 
the chairs," he COiltunui~J 
would (recommexrd 
church and entity of the 
the same." 

Though Draper 
Feb. 1, 2006, he said he 
intend to "back away 
ting jn there and .u.uAW 

We as Life Way and we 
ern Baptists must 
ministry opportunities 
has placed befote us." 

Draper close<l his rePf 
three prayer requests. 

"Pray for LifeWay's ' 
as they seek God's man fD 
next president," he asked. 

"Pray for our denomi 
that we will humble ow 
before God and focus our • 
on fulfilling the Great Cc 
saon. 

"And pray that there w 
whole bunch of chain pal 
to the table and all genes 
of Southern Baptists wi 
together to aggressiV'ely f 
reach the world for c~ 
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shville pastor coordinates baptisms held at annu~l meeting 
nnie Dav-is Bushey · 

11. and Reflector 

- HVILLE - Jim CFoss, - . ar, First Baptist Church, 
lson, coordinated· the first 
sms ever held at a South-
3aptist Convention an~u- . 

. 1\;Eietlng. ':Fhe meeting was 
"'"',.'"' last week. 

: r<>~ls said he was glad to 
Welch add the hap

to each session of the 
;t.c;u..u.· Welch's purpose, said 
~was ':to say to all South
aptists and to the world, 
s really the core of who 
'€." 

~lch focused on evangel
during his presidency, 
\Jni.Ilg the "Everyone Can! 
o..v.Lu Challenge" June 22 
~ "'u'"'"S, win, and baptize 
~ ...... u,.,v ...... m a year. 

said he added the 
~ tm segment as a way to 

- the challenge he 
'ned on June 22. 

JIM CROSS, pastor of First Baptist Church; Donelson, baptizes Luke Ch~rlton, 
KEN CLAYTON, pastor: of Tulip Grove Baptist Church, 
Old Hickory, baptizes Robin Hunt on June 22 during an 
8: 15 a.m. segment on the program of tbe Southern Bap
tist Convention. - Photo by -Matt Miller 

. . . 
7, June 21, as messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention watch and 

Lptism· is that huge, .first 
step toward d.isciple

fWelch said. 
r so~e, this was ~he first 
~ they p.ad seen in 12 
t§," he added. 
c Kilby, now a member of 
itage __ - .Hills · Baptist 
)1, Hermitage, said, "The 

of bap~ism is to dis
•bedience. Why do it in 
1f 1,000 when you can do 
·ont of 10,000?" 

and his wife, Julie, 
i'!'1tJ•a .• ~vu i:n the Wednes

session of the 
meeting by Poly Reuse, 

Kilby noted it was 
ling she would always 

applaud. - Ph~to by Matt Miller 

remember. "It was sp~cial. It 
was neat to look out and see 
that many Christians, broth
ers and sisters in Christ." 

The baptisms held at the 
SBC annual ·meeting were 
unusual. Crqss explained 
because the baptisms were 
held at the SBC annua.I meet
ing didn't mean the SBC was 
baptizing the person. Church
es alone can baptize a person 
since it is an ordinance of the 
church. 

To reinforce that, meml;>ers 
·of each congregation were 
present .te witness the events, 

- he added. 
"We just moved the event to 

the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion. In reality the SBC joined 
our local Southern Baptist 
church in the celebration of 
baptism." _ 

Cross led one-baptism, and 
recruited four other Nashville 
pastors to conduct the oth~rs. 
They were Rouse; Ken Clay
ton, Tulip Grove Baptist 
Church, Old Hickory; Phil 
Gruita, Ivy Memorial Baptist 
Church, Nashville; and Gor
don Donahoe, Donelson Vie~ 
Baptist Church, Donelson. 

During each session, a dif
ferent church held its, baptism 
in a five-minute ·slot on the 
program. Descriptions such as .... 
''awesome," "exciting," and "It's 
a God-thing," flowed from the 

RUITA7 pastor of Ivy Memorial Baptist Church, Nashville, baptizes Billy Strong, 21, on June 21 
~ than 11,000 messengers to the SoUthern Baptist Convention watch and applaud. st;ong 
d Christ as his Lord an<j Savior during the Crossover evangelistic thrust held the weekend prior 
Jnvention. More than 2,500 decisions for Christ have been recorded through Crossover, a joint 
' the North American Mi~sion Board, the Tennessee Baptist Convention, and seven Baptist 
tions. - Photo by Van Payne -

. 
mouths of SBC messengers, 
members of the churches 
which held the baptisms, and 
those baptized. 

Cross also noted those bap
tized represented a cross sec
tion of ages and backgrounds. 
For instance, folks were bap
tized wh_o grew up in church 

. and who just learned about 
Jesus during Crossover events. 

He added that the pastors_ 
jnvolved were "very gracious": 
to participate. 

The pastors had to explain 
the event to their congrega
tions and organize the pres
ence of the baptismal candi- • 
date and congregation 
representatives to be present, 
Cross said. -

Then they had to meet the 
schedule of the baptism. Ken 
Clayton led one at 8:15 a.m. 
on Wednesday morning, h e 
noted. 0 - Jennifer Davis 
Rash ot The Alabama Baptist 
contributea to this story. 

POLY ROUSE, pastor ot Hermitage Hills Baptist Church, Her~ 
mitage, baptizes musician Eric Kilby, 27, on June 22. Rouse then 
baptized Kilby's wife, Julie, as her husband watched and applaud
ed along with 11, 000-plus messengers attending the annual meet
ing of the Southern Baptist Convention in Nashville. - Photo by 
Matt Miller 
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Baptists embrace 1 Everyone Can! 1 challenge; SuHon 
- Continued trom page 1 Island, Freeman told 

Draper noted that Southern messengers. 
Baptists "have been called by Spencer, nominated 
God to be the leader in evangel- by John Hannigan of 
ism and missions in confronting Jacksonville, Fla. , was 
our culture with the gospel of nominated because "the 
Lord Jesus Christ. • time has come to press 

"Let's rise up and follow Him th e next generation of 
and His story to its glorious con- leaders into service." 
elusion," Draper said. Roy Fish, professor of 

In his president's address, evangelism at South
Welch urged messengers to western Baptist Theolog
"take risks and share Jesus ical Seminary in Fort 
with others." Worth, Texas, for more 

Officers elected than 40 years, was elect-
Welch was re-elected to a sec- ed second vice president 

ond term as president of the with 80 percent of the 
Southern Baptist Convention vote. 
without opposition June 21. In electing Fish, mes-. 

Welch, pastor of First Baptist seng-ers turned back the 
Church in Daytona Beach, Fla., nomination of Wiley 
has endeared himself to South- Drake, pastor of First 
ern Baptists with his humor Southern Baptist 
and emphasis or~: grass-roots Church in Buena Park, 
evangelism. Messengers electec;l Calif , who has become 
him to another one-year term as well known to messen- DURING A SPECIAL recognition serv
president of the largest non- gers as a frequent intro- ice June-.22 for the ministry of Billy 
Catholic denomination in the ducer of motions and res- Grahtlm, SBC President Bobby Welch, 
United States, following a long- olutions during the .. presented a bronze mode(of Graham in 
time pattern of granting presi- annual convention. a pose familiar to millions- world-wide 
dents a second term. Drake instigated the from his many crusades. A full statute 

Alabama evangelist Junior SBC boycott of Disney in has been commissioned and will be 
• Hill, who nominated Welch, 1997. In his nomination permanently displayed in Nashville. 

praised him for stirring South- speech, Bill Dodson of 
ern Baptists out of their indif- Murray, Ky., called Drake 
ference. "A prophet has been "Mr. Resolution, a man who is 
among us." seldom wrong and never in 

Southern Baptists elected doubt, and everyone's favorite ' 
another pastor and an ev·angel- messenger." 
ist to their other top offices. "I believe it is time for us to 

Jerry Sutton, pastor- of Two let him speak from the platfonn 
Rivers Baptist Church, microphone," Dodson joked. And 
Nashville, was elected first vice if Drake were elected, he added,_ 
president over ~wo other pas- "we all will benefit from fewer 
tors, incl~ding Mike Boyd, pas- motions and less resolutions." 
tor ofWallace Memorial Baptist Two other officers were re
Church, Knoxville. The other elected- James Wells, a direc
candidate was Dan' Spencer, tor of missions from Nixa, Mo., 
pastor of First Baptist Church, as registration secretary, and 
Thomasville, Ga. Sutton won John Yeats of Oklahoma City, 
the position with 72 percent of Okla., editor of the Baptist Mes
the vote in a run-off election senger, as recording secretary. 
against Spencer. Bush greets messengers 

Sutton was nominated by Bush thanked Southern Bap-
Steve Gaines, a former Ten- tists June 21 for being "soldiers 
nessee Baptist pastor now serv- in the army of compassion" who 
ing at First Baptist Church, make a difference in America 
Gardendale, Ala. and the world. 

Gaines noted Sutton, a for- Bush's speech marked the 
mer president of the Southern fourth year in a row he has 
Baptist Pastors Conference, had addressed Southern Baptist 
served at Two Rivers for 20 Convention messengers, all live 
years and that his church had except for 2003, when h e sent a 
baptized 3,500 people and given taped message. 
$5 million through the Coopera- Appearing r elaxed, often 
tive Program during those smiling broadly at the cheers, 
years. shouts, whistles, and applause 

Suttop also is the author of he was receiving, Bush had to 
The Baptist Reformation, a b:is- motion for quiet before he could 
tory of the. conservative resur- begin his 11 minute speech. 
gence in the Southern Baptist Bush touched on four ele-
Convention. ments known to resonate with . 

Boyd was nominated by TBC many Southern Baptists: a pro
President Roger Freeman, p~- posed "family amendment" that 
tor of First Baptist Church, defines marriage as the union of 
Clarksville. one man and one woman, con-

He noted Boyd, a past TBC tinuing legislation to curtail the 
president himself, led Wallace practice of abortion, ~he 
Memorial to be one of the first appointment of more conserva
churches to teach the FAITH tive judges, and government aid 
evangelism program which was for faith-based organizations. 
developed by Welch . "Building a more compas-

Boyd has served in Brazil, sionate society begins with pre
China, the Ukraine, the Philip- serving the source of compas
pines, Iowa, West Virginia, New sion: the family," he said . 
York, Michigan, and Rhode "Southern Baptists are practic-

• 

ing compassion by def~nding 
family and the sacred institu
tion of m3!fiage," he continued, 
to loud~and sustained applause. 

-"Because marriage is a 
sacred institution and the foun
dation of society, it should not be 
redefined by local officials and 
activist judges," he said, to 
another round of cheers. 

"For the good of familie~ and ·---societies, .J support a constitU:~ 
t~onal amendment to protect the 
institution 9f marriage," he said, 
then pau.sed for more extended 
applause. 

''And for the good of our legal 
system, I will continue to nomi
p.ate federal judges who faith
fully int-erpret the law and do 
not legislate from the bench," 
Bush said, calling for all of his 
nominees to get an up or down 
vote on the floor of the U.S. Sen
ate. He thanked Southern Bap
tists for their "strong support" 
in that effort." 

"Building a compassionate 
society also depends on building 
a culture of life," Bush said, one 
that "defends its most vulnera-. . 
ble members at every stage of 
life'~ and "supports principles of 
ethical science." 

Ethical science must pre
serve humap dignity, Bush said, 
citing his opposition to. cloning 
and partial birth abortion. "A 
compassionate society will not 
sanction the creation of life only 
to destroy it," he said. 

"With your continued dedica
tion a.I).d work we will continue 
to build a culture of life in 
America, and America will be 
better off for it." 

"Finally, building a compas
sionate society requires that we 
mobilize our nation's armies of 
compassion to help the poor, the 
sick, and those who hurt." Faith
based institutions change 

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH addresses messengers 1 

satellite r;Juring the opening session of the annual meeting 
Southern Baptist Convention held June 21-22 in Nashville. 

h earts every day, but the gov
ernment has discriminated 
against faith-based · programs, 
he said. "That's why I signed an 
executiv-e order that said that 
faith groups providing social 
services are entitled to the same 
access to federal money as other 
groups." 

Bush . noted Southern Bap
tists "are the soldiers in the 
arinies of compassion ·at home 
and abroad." 

Messengers responded with a 
lengthy standing ovation, then 

·. paused for. .a "God and country'' 
observance that included a 
pledge to the American flag. 

Graham, others honored 
Observing that no one in his

tory has preached the gospel to 
as many people, and no one has 
been used of God to lead so 
many to faith in Christ within 
his own lifetime as Billy Gra
ham, Welch led messengers in 
the presentation of a tribute "to 
the b~loved evangelist. 

Graham's grandson, William 
Franklin Graham IV, accepted 
the framed tribute on behalf of 
the Graham family and assisted 
in the unveiling of a replica of a 
statue during the Wednesday . . 
everung sessiOn. . 

The life-sized statue, titled 
"There is Room at the Cross for 
You," will be completed by sculp
tor and bivocational pastor Ter
r ell O'Brien of Wyoming, for 
next year's annual meeting in 
Greensboro, N.C. 

Welch said the location of the 
statue's presentation will be 
particularly appropriate since it 
is Graham's home state. 

After the statue is presented . 
in Greensboro, it will be relocat
ed to a permanent site in 
Nashville, Welch told messen
gers. "As long as people roam 
those streets and· hills," Welch 
said, the statue will be there as 
"a marker that a man like thls 
came across a land like ours, 

preaching the gospel 11 
love so well. And he 
Southern Baptist." 

The Graham tribute 
a series of four citati 
appreciation the SBC be 
upon longtime Baptist ), 
The convention also h1 
Bill Crews, Jimmy Drape 
Adrian Rogers. 

Crews retir ed last fs 
'"terving 17 years as pres 
Golden Gate Baptist The 
Seminary in Mill Valle) 
and previously was edit~ 
Northwest Baptist Witn. 
pastor of eight church 

· resolution cited him for 
the seminary to achieve 
tation for master's degre 
five campuses and laud 
for his "integrity, devotio, 
fulness, compassion, " 
and unflagging commit1 
reaching the West for Ct 

Draper will retire nE 
ruary, completing more 
years as president of t~ 
publishing house, I 
Christian Resources. 
that, he was president 
convention and serve~ 
churches. The resolutioJ 
him a "pastor's paste 
praised his "unflagging c 

ment to evange1ism" an( 
to model "servant Ieade1 

Rogers, the first p1 
elected during the SBC 
servative resNigence," 
this spring dter 32 Y 
pastor of Bellevue 
Church in suburban M 
He is the only person iJ 
history to serve three t 
convention president. Be 
tenure at Bellevue, he' 
tor of two churches. HU 
tion tabbed him the •t= 
preachers" and said his 
tion leadership helped 
SBC seminaries and oth 
cies "to their his toric tlu 
foundations." 
- See Baptists, page 8 
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e peA. rally is over let the game begin 

Lo"nie.Wilkey, editor 

have been contemplating 
rost concluded annual meet
fthe Southern Baptist Con

ion held here in Nashville 

is hard to ~athom how any
~ould have attended the 
.al meeting last week and 
av:e been inspired to go out 
tell others about Jesus 
t. 

11,600-plus messengers 
numerous other visitors 
attended were challenged 
·e~ident Bobby Welch over 
•ver again, as well as other 
·am leaders, to baldly share 
:faith. 

"Everyone Can!" 
~nge to witness, win, and 
~e one million people from 

of this year through Sept. 
2006 is a bold, seemingly 

~sllile goal. 
l:;e:r all, Southern Baptist 
tlles last year_ baptized. 
83 people. How can- we 
1-$e by 601,717 to reacli one 
n in just a year? While it 
~humanly impossible, it is 
~thin reach if we allow 
-~ 

~ ·the Holy Spirit to take 

' - . 

,tify-ourselves 
m writmg in response to 
Freeman's article in the 

L issue. While I did not read 
~ read the letters in the May 
e. 
n writing on my late hus
. behalf. He was a Baptist 

for almost 50 years and 
ot ashamed to be called 
1t." He was really offended 
the Baptist Book Store 

its name t0 Life Way 
ian Stores). He asked, "Are 
.... +;~+"' ashamed of who they 
> they not want to identify 
lves?" 

denominations identify 
lves. Why don't the , Bap-

Mertie Smith 
Sharon 38255 

eference to "Let's Use the 
ame Baptist" by . Roger 

n in the May 11 issue, I 
say bravo! We are not the 

:-n Community Convention 
'ennessee Community Con-

are the Southern Baptist 
tion and the Tennessee 

Canvep.tion. Baptist dol
mid be used to fund Bap
urches. Mission _dollars 
' JMB and NAMB ought to 
to finance the planting of 

-~ontrol. 
Reaching and winning one 

mi11ion people for Christ will 
, take every Southern Baptist 
doing his or her part. We can't 
have the attitude, "Let the 

' preachers do it. It's their job." 
Yes, it is their job, but it is 

also the "jeb" of every Christian 
who has professed faith in Jesus 
Christ. Nowhere in the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19-
20). does it specify that only 
ordained ministers are to 
spread ~he good news of Jesus 
Christ. 

The challenge has been laid 
out. We have the message .to 
share. Will we do it? It's up to us. 

pages of Crossover coverage, 
Jerry Essary, evangelism s pe
cialist for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, summed it up like 
this: "Only eternity will · tell 
what has been accomplished for 
the kingdom of God through 
Crossover 2005." 

Hats off to the thousands of 
Tennessee Baptists and South
em Baptists who came early to 
share their faith with people in 
Middle Terniessee who do not 
know Christ as Lord and Savior. 

SBC volunteers 
Despite a crowded downtown 

area and· less than adequate 
parking, the 2005 annual meet
ing was held with few hitches. 

the Disney boycott. 
The resolution on educating 

children was fair and basically 
left the decision up to parents to 
decide what is best for their chil
dren. The resolution affirmed 
both homeschools and private 
schools as well as commending 
teachers and students who seek 
to be a light for Christ in the 
public school arena. 

A lot was said about the sole 
membership issue with New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, but quite frankly I 
don't think it was a major issue 
with most ·southern Baptists. 

Crossover 
Overall, this was one of the 

better annu.al meetings I have 
attended in recent years. Now, I 
am prejudiced (yes, I will admit 
it, at least in this case), buti am 
convinced that the effort and 
emphasis that the North Ameri
can Mission Board, the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, 

Kudos to all the volunteers 
who worked with convention 
leadership to make this possi

. ble. 

Tennessee Baptists can take 
pride in the fact we had two pas
tors nominated . for first · vice 
president. Congratulations to 
Jerry Sutton ofTwo Rivers Bap
tist Church, Nashville. Both he 
and Mike Boyd of Wallace 
Memorial Baptist • Church, 
Knoxville, were qualified and 
capable candidates. 

' seven local Baptist associations, 
and Life Way Christian Re
sources placed_ on the Crossover 
evangelistic emphasis before the 
annual meeting played a major 
role. 

Crossover has been a part of. 
the SBC annual meetings since 
1989, but none have been as 
~arge as this· year's event. 

Crossover 2005 attracted 
more than 13,000 volunteers 
who shared their faith and the 
love of Jesus Christ in a variety 

. of ways. In last week's issue 
which carried almost eight 

Accor<:ling to Kevin Shrum, 
pastor of Inglewood Baptist 
Church in Nashville, and chair
man of the local arrangements 
committee, between 600-700 vol
unteers from Tennessee Baptist 
churches participated in the 
convention. 

"We had lots of volunteers 
step up in an overwhelming way 
in every area," Shrum said. 

Who would expect anything 
less from the Baptists of the Vol
unteer State? 

Other thoughts 
With all the emphasis on 

evangelism (where it should be), 
the business seemed secondary 
this year. Southern Baptists 
passed the traditional resolu
tions covering the usual topics. 
Noteworthy was the call to end 

Bobby ·welch was elected 
without opposition for another 
one-year term. He has provided 
a needed enthusiasm to spur 
Southern Baptists to focus on . 
winning the lost for Christ. 

Competition for S~C offices 
is a good thing. Hopefully, next 
year, several qualified candi
dates will be nominated for the . . . 
presidency. It shouldn't be decid-
ed only by a "select" few. 

As Southern Baptists return 
· home and get back to their daily 

grind, 'my prayer is they will 
take the Everyone Can! chal
lenge seriously. The pep rally .is 
over. The game is at hand. a 

~et e~s to the . eddtolf 

Baptist churches. 
Those who desire to be some

thing other than a Baptist ought 
to get · their support from those 
who desire to be something other 
than a Baptist. 

Ed Hamil, pastor 
Hatchie Baptist Church 

'Hornsby 38044 

tikes homeschools 
I am concerned about what 

seems to be a gro~g dilemma for 
parents and their children: Home
school or public school. I think it is 
very sad that public school seems 
to be used by parents as a day care 
because they value the almighty 
-dollar over their children's educa
tion. My son, an ~lth grader, has 
been homeschooled since 6th 

~ . 
grade. I took him out of public 
school because I was concerned 
over the integrity of the school 
system and the teachers. 

Children's minds are very 
impressionable and I feel we need 
to fill them with godly values and 
direction. 

Some of our public schools are 
an unsafe environment. Violence· 
and the gangs (that don't exist 
according to the schools) and bul
lying are rarely addressed. It 
seems that if these issues are 
ignored long enough the problem 
will go away. What is addressed -
the majority of the time is whether 
a shirt is tucked in or the proper 

shoes or colors are worn, taking up 
much more of the teachers' time 
than educating our children. 

June 8 issue, I have these com
ments. 

I was raised in the Baptist 
church and attended for over 40 
yeais, but no more. You spend 
your time praying for this couple, 
I'll do what Jesus wants us to do 
and continue to help peopl~ like 
this pay their bills. 

I don't understand why church
es. think so much of the money 
they beg for should be used to 
build multi-million dollar churc.h
es with sports complexes. · 

I have had tvlo Baptist preach_:
ers in my family and never did 
they ask for or expect a salary for 
serving God. They were of the old 
school and preached God's Word 
as He led them not as taught in 
some seminary. 

My point is this: churches have 

I want my son and grandchil
dren to have a healthy, happy, more 
productive educational environ
ment. I thin·k that we as parents 
should evaluate the financial 
aspect of our homes and decide if 
giving up some luxuries tO home- . 
school . O!JX children is worthy in 
God's eyes. I just don't think their 
minds are worth giving them to 
public school. 1 would encourage 
every parent· out there to Consider 
homeschooling their children, not 
only can they get a better educa
tion, but it is my understanding 
that children who have been home
schooled have a more well-rounded 
education than those in a public 
school setting. Colleges and univer
sities actively pursue home
schooled students. 

Homeschooling also gives you 
an opportunity to grow very close 
to yow child, even your teenagers! 
Think about what is really of 
value, your children or your pay
check. Please support the parents 
and homeschool co-op teachers 
who have chosen that route as the 
option that is best for them: 

' gotten away from what God wants 
and into the things-of the world. I 
see in your paper ads for trips and 
conferences and meetings all of 
which make poor use ·of God's 
money. 

Lynn Williams 
Lebanon 37090 

Pray and give 
After .reading your column 

about the elderly couple in the 

Also, who are we to copyright a 
Bible that was written by God? ' 
Should we really make a profit by 
putting the name of Jesus on every 
sort of doo-dad under the sun? 

Someday you must stand 
before God and when asked what 
did you do for the sick do you 
think "I prayed" will make Him 
smile? 

Step&n Britt 
Beech Bluff 38313 

By Carolyn R. Tomlin 

God has blessed 
the United States 

In 1776 America became a 
sovereign· nation and gai.ned her 
independence from the mother 
country, Great Britain. Some of 
the colonists remained loyal to 
England; other~ wanted inde
pendence at home. 

Among those were Thomas 
Jefferson, the author of the Dec
laration of Independence; 
Patrick Henry, who said, "Give 
me liberty or give me death"; 
and who can forget Nathan 
Hale, who cried before being 
hung, "I only regret that I have 
one life to give for my country." 
As with all wars, the RevQlution
ary War was fought at a great 
·price in the lives of people. 

As we celebrate Independence 
Day what values are you teach
ing your children about the free
doms we enjoy in our country? · 
Check yourself on the following: 

• As a parent, do I value the 
religious _freedom we have in 
America? Attending a house of 
worship in some coimtries couid 
result in prison, severe punish
ment, or even death. 

• · As a parent, do I teach my 
children that God is a just and 
loving God who hears their 
prayers? In som-e countries, the 
word "Jesus" is unknown. 

• As a parent, doT appreci
ate the. value Americans place 
on human life? Our doctors go to 
great lengths to save a pre-term 
infant, extend the quality of life 
to the elderly, and give their 

.lives to research so that our peo
ple may enjoy better health. 
Some countries allow a family 
only one child and males are 
desired. Therefore, girls or plul
t iple children are killed at birth. 

• As a parent, do I realize 
the worth of our public schools, 
so that all boys and girls -
regardless of social ~-class or 
financial status - may achieve 
an education? In 'some countries 
only boys receive formal educ~
tion. In others, only the wealthy 

·attend school. 
• As a parent, do I appreci

ate the fact that a person from a 
lower socio-economic level may 
achieve greatness through hard 
work and seif-discipline? In 
America, everyone has an oppor
tunity to become successful. 

• As a parent, do I encourage 
my children to value books and 
education? Some countries pro
hibit books that are not 
approved by their government. 

Yes, America is a great coun
try, but it is not perfect. Howev
.er, me've been blessed to live in 
this nation where we enjoy so 
many freedoms. As we celebrate 
Independence Day on July 4, 
pray for our leaders and thank 
God for the life we have in the 
USA. a - Tomlin is a freelance 
writer in Jackson. 

• 
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Baptists embrace 1 Everyone Can!' challenge; SuHon 
- Continued from page 4 

Disney boycott lifted 
SBC messengers approved a 

resolution 'June 22 proclaiming 
an end to its eight-year boycott 
ofThe Disney Company. 

The Disney resolution, 
passed in a nearly unanimous 
vote by messengers to the SBC 
annual meeting, said SQuthern 
Baptists rightly called for a boy
cott of the conglomerate in 1997 
but now it was time to "declare 
a conclusion" to the effort. 

The boycott has been effec
tive m expressmg Southern 
Baptists' disagreement with 
Disney "products and policies 
that violate moral righteous
ness and traditional family val
ues," and such an economic 
action must be "specifically tar
geted and of limited duration" 
to be effective, according to the 
resolution. 

Education 
Messengers voted June 22 

"to hold accountable schools, 
institutions, and industries for 
their moral influence on our 
children." 

The resolution also urges 
parents and churches "to inves
tigate diligently the curricula, 
textbooks, and programs in our 
community schools and to 
demand discontinuation · of 
offensive material and pro-
grams." 

The action came one year 
after SBC messengers rejected 
a proposal urging Southern 
Baptists to remove their chil
dren from "godless" and "apti-
Christian" public schools. . 

Attor:p.ey Bruce Shortt of 
Texas was the co-author of pro
posed resolutions both last year 
and this year urging parents to 
withdraw their children from 
public schools. This year's pro
posal , co-written by Voddie 
Baucham Jr., called for remov
ing children from schools that 
seek to influence students to 
a~cept homosexuality as a legit
imate lifestyle. 

While the measure presented 
by the SBC Resolutions Com
mittee cited concerns about 
homosexuality, it stopped short 
of urging parents to withdraw 
their children from public 
schools. 

Larry Reagan, pastor _of 
Adam's Chapel Baptist Church, 
Dresden, spoke in favor of the 
resolution. 

"I don't · think there could be 
a more clear and concise state
ment about the stand we ought 
to take," Reagan said. 

Jim Goforth of Missouri, who 
spoke against the anti-puolic 
school proposal last year, offered 
an amendment thi~ year com
mending teachers and students 
"who feel a call from God to take 
a stand in secular schools as a 
light shining in the darkness." 

Committee members ac~pt
ed the proposal as a friendly 
amendment and it was 
approved prior to adopting the 
revised resolution. 

Other resolutions 
Messengers submitted 23 

proposals to the Resolutions 
Committee for consideration. 
Seven of the 1ssues were 
addressed in three of the com-
mittee's nine resolutions. The 
committee declined to take 
action on the other 16 topics, 
including the SBC's "support for 
the unjust war in Iraq," encour
aging Southern Baptist church
es "to make available natural 
family planning" and rescinding 
commendation for Life Way 
Christian Resources' Holman 
Christian Standard Bible trans-
lation. 

Other resolutions that 
passed include ones supporting 
military troops; supporting reli
giou~ freedom and freedom of 
speech; supporting non-embry:
onic stem cell research while 
opposing embryonic stem cell 
research; opposing congression
al filibusters of federal judicial 
nominees; reducing the number 
of teenage smokers; affirming 
SBC President Bobby Welch's 
call for increased evangelism 
efforts; and the traditional reso
lution of appreciation for an 
those who helped make t}:le 
annual meeting possible. 

Sole membership 
The Southern Baptist Con

vention has secured its ties to 
New Orleans Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, concluding years 
of wra!lgling over the conven-
tion's legal relationship with 
the school. 

Messengers approved a char
ter change ·for the semmary, 
making the convention the "sole 
member" of the seminary's c~r
pQration. 
· They ratified the measu:re·by 
a vote of 5,627 ·to 1,528 after 
allowing s~mmary President 
Chuck Kelley to explain the 
school's reservations·for holdjng 
out on the convention most of a 
decade. 

The process began in 1997, 
when the SBC .Executive Com~ 
mittee asked the convention's 
12 agencies and institutions to 
make the SBC the sole member 
- or single controlling entity -
of their corporations. By 2000, 
New Orleans Seminary was the 
lone holdout, with the exception 
of the Executive Committee,· 
which had pledged to submit its 
sole-membership amendments 
once the New Orleans dispute 
was resolved. 

' 

"The issue is one of owner- · 
ship," Morris Chapman, presi
dent of Executive Committee, 
stressed . as he introduced the 
matter in Nashville June 21. 
"Do you or do you not believe 
the SBC should own the entities 
that receive Ceoperative Pro
gram (unified budget) funds?" 

If the answer is yes, then 
approving the seminary's char
ter change and making the con
vention the seminary's sole 
member is the right step, Chap
man said. 

The convention gave Kelley 
six minutes to explain the semi
nary's reservations with sole 
membership and -to plead for 
the messengers to reject the 

charter change. 
He repeated ·concerns he and 

other semmary leaders have 
cited publicly for the past cou
ple of years. 
· But to begin, Kelley noted 
both the semmary and the 
Executive Committee are 
"grateful for and supportive of 
the conservative resurgence," 
which turned the SBC sharply 
to the right during the past 26 
years and put like-minded 
trustees and administr~tors 
firmly in control of the conven
tion's organizations. 

Also, "both the Executive 
Committee and the seminary 
agree the seminary is · and 
always will be an entity of the 
SBC,"·he added. 

That said , Kelley turned his 
attention to the seminary's 
reservations with sole member
ship. 

New Orleans Seminary 
needs to be exempted from the 
sole _ membership requir~ment 
because "Louisiana law differ.s 
significantly from (laws in) 
other states," he insisted, noting 
the state's legal code ·does not 
defme sole membership the 
same way as the nine states 
where 10 other SBC organiza
tions are located. 

'The full implications oi sole 
memhe:rship have not been 
deveiO'ped in Louisiana. :ir the .. 
SBC is the sole member of the 
seminary corporation, that lia
bility to could extend to the con
vention, he warned. For exain
ple, he theorized, if a fire broke 
out in the seminary's chapel, 
someone who sued..the s~miii~ry 
for .d~mages could sue the SBC 
as well. 

:"Since the law is unclear, a 
judge would decide," he said. 
"How much are you willing to 

-risk?" 
· Budget adopted ~ 

The Southern Baptist Con
vention turned back an attempt 
to :redirect money from missfons 
to political action during its 
annual meeting in Nashville 
June 21. 

Instead, SBC messengers 
approved the 2005-06 Coopera
tive Program budget of $189.9 
million - as originally pro
posed by the convention 's Exec
utive Committee. 

.That budget allocates 50 per
cent ofundesignated convention 
receipts ($94.9 million) to ·the 
International Mission :Soard 
and almost 22.8 percent ($43.3 
million) to the North American 
Mission Board. It also- directs 
1.49 percent ($2.8 million) to 
the Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission. 

But Rodney Albert, pastor of 
Hallsville Baptist Church in 
Hallsville, Mo., called ori South
ern Baptists to channel more 
resources into America's culture 
wars. He proposed amending 
the budget so that the Interna
tional Mission Board's share 
would decrease to 49.75 percent 
of receipts, the North American 
Mission Board's portion would 
drop to 22.54 percent, and the 

Ethic.s & Religious LibertY. 
Commission's allocation wov.ld 
climb to 1.99 percent. 

"We are in a substantial cul
tural war," Albert said. ~e are 
fighting for the soul of America. 
But the Ethics & Religious Lib
erty Commission gets one of the 
smallest amounts of budget." 

SBC messengers struck 
down Albert's amendment and 
approved the overall budget. In 
addition to the mission board 
and the Ethics & Religious Lib
erty Commission, the Coopera
tive Program budget directs $41 
million to the SBC's six semi
nanes and historical library 
and arehives, $1.4 million to 
GuideStone :E'inancial Re
sources, formerly known as the 
Annuity Board, and $7.7 million 
to' the SBC oper~ting budget, 
which primarily funds the Exec
utive Committee. 

Among other business pro
posed by the Executive Commit
tee, messengers voted to 
approve: 

(1) Changing the name of the 
Annuity Board to GuideStone 
Financial Resources. This was 
the second required vote to 
amend SBC Bylaw 14, making 
the name change official. 

(2) An amendment to SBC 
.policies that enables a prospec- · 
tive messenger to present a 
"fax, e-mail, or other physical or 
electronically transmitted docu
ment" in substitution for an offi
cial SBC registration document. 

(3) Two future convention 
sites - Indianapolis, Ind., in 
2008 and Louisvi1le, Ky. , in 
2009. 

(4) The ·2009-10 SBC calenr 
dar, whieh includes 32 items. 
This recommendation also . -
deleted Baptist World Alliance 
Day from the SBC calendars in 
2006, 2007, and 2008. Last year, 
the SBC withdrew from the 
BWA1 comprised of 211 Baptist 
conventions worldwide. 

Motions 
The Southe:rp BaptisL Con

vention will cbnsider attempt
ing to bring its women's auxil
iary under its authority, thanks 
to a motion from the floor of the 
SBC annual meeting. 

The convention received-24 
motions during the opening day 
of its 2005 gathering, June 21 in 
Nashville. Of those motions, 13 
were referred to convention 
agencies for study and possible 
action, and 11 were ruled out of 
order. 

The request to invite 
Woman's Missionary Union to 
become an entity of the SBC was 
suggested by: Leslie Stock, a 
messenger from Santa Fe Trail 
Baptist Church in Boonville, Mo. 

Woman's Missionary Union 
IS an auxiliary to the SBC. 
WMU was founded independ
ently of the convention in 1881. 
Its primary objectives are to 
educate Southern Baptists 
about missions, collect two 
offerings that provide major 
funding for the convention's 
futemational and domestic mis
sion boards, and provide hands-

on opportWlities for mia& 
As an auxilian', WMU . . 

its own funding and elc 
own board and officers. 
SBC-owned entities 
their funding from the ( 
tion, and their boards 
elected by the conventior 

Stock's motion pro~ 
SBC "extend an invitati 
WMU to .. become an et 
the Southern Baptist ( 
tion to join the o~r SB 
ties ... in the work 'of 11' 

and enjoy the bene,tits o 
an entity 'of the SBC: 

Some observers su~ 
the motion could be. u 
bring WMU into stricte1 
ment with the conventioJ 

WMU Executive 
Wanda Lee said operati 
cedure calls for re 
requests for corporate c 
to the WMU executive 
the organization's gO\ 
body. 

The motion was refe 
the SBC Executive Con 
for study. 

Another motion refeJ 
· the Executive Committe• 

for each state Baptist < 

tion to provide "a goo 
estimate') of when it pi 
divide its Cooperative PI 
budget receipts evenly 
itself and the SBC. 
the 7 -year-old Southern 
t ists-of Texas Conven~ 
sends 53 percent of 'Nii 
the SBC, is the only st1 

-.1ention to achieve th• 
ratio. 

The Executive Con 
also was asked to 1 
motions dealing with 
one woman on every SI 

. mittee, having a morato: 
annual meetings duri 
week after Father's DaJ 
nizing the Southern 
Messianic Fellowship ~~~ 
I_Dal evangelistic missi01 
to Jewish people wor 
a:nd permission to sub 
posed resolutions up 
beginning of the aftem 
sion on the first day of 
vention's annual meetin 

Motions ruled out ( 
included . ones enCO' 
Southern Baptist chur 
refrain from re1movm 
em Baptist" or "B 
their church signs and 
calling for publication • 
item expenditures and 
in all financial areas I 
reporting entities," ill 
salaries, bonuses, benef 
travel expen~ for an 
tion employees, listed t 
and title, and directing' 
amend its charter to Dl 
SBC its sole member. CJ 
tributing to this repo 
Michael Foust and Tom f 
Baptist Press; 
Bushey, Baptist and A 
Greg Warner of As~ 
tist Press; Marv Knal. 
Standard; Tony CarUedG 
cal Recorder; Todd Oeat 
tist Courier; and OavM 
and Trehnis Henderl!Oit 
Recorder. 
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· ~~oxstu~~ts travel to Nashville; assist with SBC registration 
nd Reflector 

~-

HVILLE- - A coopera-
::;eam of 250 volunteers 

,..,.nc~c Tennessee and two 
states were responsible 

::tving the registration ef 
1,641 messengers to the 
e:rn Ba-ptist Convention 
Ll meeting run so smooth
::cording to SBC local 
gemehts registration sub
i..ttee officials. 
luded. in this registration 
were 23 volunteers from 

:,yer Baptist Association, 
made up of mostly 

~ and high school stu
who not only registered 
ssengers, but also partie
in Crossover. 
19 computer savvy stu
were recommended by 
~astors and youth minis
make the mission trip to 

,L ...... '"' for Crossover and the 
eeting. 

student team, which 
uide up of mexp.be:rs from 
rocches, was organized by 
~sociation director of 
u - J oe Wright and his 
C'eresa; Stan Cavness, 
ni_rg State Community 
~ BCM~-director and asso
al youth ministry coordi
:md Matt Stafford, youth 
'!'r, First Baptist qhurch, 

team was housed at 
r.!:SI''=Baptist Church of 

wlille working at 
on the campus of 

taDLQ at the SBC meeting. 
~~ cemts' churches funded 

for the students who 
00 to make the mission 

' 

ng those volunteering 
l.lTa Fishe:.;-, 18, a sopho
Union University, Jack
a a member of Evans-

Baptist Church, 
ug. "I was selected to go 

team, because I am 
as a TBC summer mis
in the Dyer Association 

said. "I meet and 

REGISTERING messengers at the SBC annual meeting are Laura 
Fisher, left, and Andrew Wright, both students at Union University, 
Jackson.. The students who were part of the Dyer Baptist Associa
tion, Dyersburg, mission team, assisted SBC messengers Peggy 
and Thurman Harris of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Madisonville, 
Ky. 

.. 
greet the people and give them 
t4eir packets." 

She was joined in the regis
tration booth-·by her boyfriend 
Andrew Wright, 18, also a soph
omore at Union University and 
the son of the Wrights, who 
entered the messengers data 
into the computer system. 

"Dyer Association felt that 
this was a great opportunity for 
the students to come and be a 
part of the S:BC event," said 

Nashville Baptist Association 
and talked to NBA associate 
Rusty Sumrall, co-chair of the 
local arrangements registration 
subcommittee. They were 
specifically aski~g for vohm
teers with computer skills, 
because of the SBC registratjon 
process." 

The SBC messenger regis
tration ran for four days with 
20 booths, made up of 60 voJun
teers in three different shifts. 

' 

VISITING IN THE registration area are, from left, Rusty Sumrall, 
Nashville Baptist Association staff member; Ron Davidson, director 
of missions, Shiloh Baptist Association, based in Adamsville; and 
Andre Dugger, pastor, Grace Baptist Church, Nashville. In the back
ground are Dyer Bapnst Association volunteers Laura Fisher, left, 
and_ Andrew Wright. Sumrall and Dugger served as co-chairs of the 
local arrangements registration subcommitee. - Photos by Marcia 
Knox 

Tusculum - Hills Baptist 
Church, Nashville, which 
included several senior adults. 

"Not a single negative situa
tion was recorded with this 
many people who were being 
registered. We hope to h ave in 
the future joint ventures to pro
mote teamwork. It's the whole 
idea of cooperating and t_!le 

what no single church can do by 
itself" 

Besides the local officials, 
Raymond Smith, TBC Informa
tion Services manager, served 
along with others on the techni
cal staff to set up the computers 
and train the volunteers on the 
SBC software. 

"Each of the students chosen 
Cavness. "We asked the 
church leaders to find 
those students most 
skilled in computers. We 

' · ---=--------:----------"------------' 

for the mission trip was 
asked to see this service 
as a ministry to Southem 
Baptists," said Joe 
Wright .. "Our goal was to 
reach each and every 

have found customer sat
isfaction high with the 
messengers, arid we- are 

It's a beautiful picture of ·how a Baptist association can 

work together to accomplish what no single church can 
I 

messenger with a smile 
p11oud of the job that they 
have done." 

Not only was customer 
satisfaction rated high, but the 
students were timed and found 
to be registering messengers 
every 30 seconds, Cavness 

do by itself. -. Rusty Sum~all , 

----~-_,--· ' 
and mak~ the _registra
tion process as less 
painful as. possible." 

added. · 
"The Dyer Association does a 

_collegiate and youth mission 
trip every year. When we heard 
about the SBC event in 
Nashville,. we called the 

Besides · Sumrall, co-chair
man Andre Dugger, pastor of 
Grace Baptist Church of 
Nashville, also monitored the 
r egistration area, which· con
tained volunteers from -37 Ten
nessee Baptist churches. 

"Another group that assisted 
with registration was-the Ten
nessee Baptist Church Secre

taries," · said 
Dugger. "The 
largest single 

' . gr<mp regis-
tering mes
sengers was 

Cooperative Program. 
''I visited with a man from 

Arkansas who said registration 
went like a breeze and was 
wonderful. Another messenger 
noted it was the smoothest reg
istration that he had seen." 

. "It was the cooperative, min
istry-minded spirit of all the 
volunteers that made them able 
to jump in and do what was 
needed to be done," said Sum
rall. 

"It's a beautiful pictu:re of 
how a Baptist association can 
work together to accomplish 

"The only problem we had 
with the students was that they 
wanted to talk to people about 
Jesus while they were register
ing them." added Cavness. 

Other university's represent
ed by the students were: East 
Tennessee State University, 
Johnson City, and Carson-New
man College, Jefferson City. 

Dyer Association is already 
talking with people in Greens
boro, N.C., to see if the students 
can work registration for the 
2006 SBC annual meeting, 
accordirig to Wright. 0 

• 

; WITH David Dockery, second from right, president, Union University, Jack
from left, Lance Taylor, executive pastor, Long Hollow Baptist Church, Hen

lie; David Landrith, pastor, Long Hollow Church; and Angel Ellis of LifeWay 

PROVIDING THE AUDIO-VISUAL recording, operation of ttie SBC annual meeting 
is Tom Mo.oty, right, pas~or, West End Baptist Church, Newport; with help from, from 
left, Mike Winters, Eureka Baptist Church, Rockwood; and Lance and Alan Lloyd of 
First Baptist Church, Wartburg. - Photos by Connie Davis Bushey 1 Resources, Nashville. , " 
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.. SoUthern Baptists ready to carry out 1 Everyone Ca~' challe 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

ness that was diminished by 
petty pursuits, detours, vendet
tas, and sidetracks. He squan
dered great opportunity at the 
fee of unworthy triviality," Drap
er told messengers and visitors 
at the final session. 

"Saul's tragic story h as been 
repeated in the life of many a 
minister, church, and even 
denomination," Draper ob
served. 

Draper recounted how God 
has blessed the Southern Bap-

NASHVILLE- As the final 
gavel sounded on the 148th 
annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and bal
loons were released from the top 
of the Gaylord Entertainment 
Center, messengers chanted 
"Everyone ·Can and I'm It" in 
response to a challenge from 
SBC President Bobby Welch to 
witness, win, and baptize one 
million people in the coming 
year. 

Building upon momentui? 
from his bus tour of the South
ern Baptist Convention this 
past year and in sessions of the 
annual meeting, Welch exhorted 
messengers to leave the conven
tion united in one purpose. 

- tist Convention. "God passed by 
the great magisterial denomi
nations of this land and He put 
His hand upon a group of people 
considered by the elitist of soci
ety to be ·under classed, back
ward, ignorant, and prejudiced. 

"It's going to tak~ every body 
doing everything with all they 
can and it has to happen now," 
Welch told messengers. 

'We're going out there and 
we're going to attack the gates of 
hell for the sake of souls." 

Draper challenge 
Prior to Welch's closing com

ments, messengers were chal
lenged by Jimmy Draper, presi
dent of LifeWay Christian 
Resources, to stop ''hiding in the 
stuff'' and to respond to the chal
lenge Welch placed before them. 

Basing his message on the 
story uf Saul, found in I Samuel, 
Draper noted that he was an 
"incredible talent" presented 
with an "incredible opportunity'' 
by QQd. Yet when it came time to 
anoint Saul as the king of Israel, · 
he could not be found. Scripture 
says Saul was found hiding 
among the supplies "or as the ... 
King James puts it, hiding away . 
in the stuff," Draper said. 

ccSaul, the son of Kish, pre
sents a timeless picture of great-

"QQd· took a group of people 
huddled around little churches 
in the south and on the frontier 
and elevated them into the 
greatest denomination in the 
strongest country in the world." 

Y~t, Draper noted that after 
160 years "of His singular bless
ing" Southern Baptists may be 
''hiding among the stuff." 

The LifeWay leader cited 
stagnated baptism figures over. 
the past 50 years. cern spite of the 
struggle for 25 years to recover 
biblical faithfulness we are still 
witnessing a stagnation in evan
geli~m," Draper said. "Our pas- ' 
sion for souls has cooled. It has 
slipped away from us." 

He challenged Southern Bap
tists to stop hiding "in the stuff 
of personal, church, and conven
tion prayer struggles and of bit
terness, resentment, and cyni
cism." He noted some churches -
today are filled with chaos and 

' division. 
"While the world around us 

slides toward hell, our churches 
are often battlegrounds instead 
of lighthouses, refusing to abide 

. 

AS FIREWORKS ignite by center stage and balloons drift down from above, SBC President 
Welch presents the "!Every0ne Can!" Kingdom Challenge Launch at the final session of the SBC 
a/ meeting in Nashville. - Photo by Kent Harville 

by de~, biblical principles of 
reconciliation and restoration," 
Draper. said. 

'1.1any churches are torn to 
shreds by carnal members and 
arrogant leaders. We ·can't hide 
in that stuff anymore," Draper 
exhorted those in attendance. 

"Southern Baptists h ave, 
been called by QQd to be the 
leader in evangelism and mis
sions-lin confronting our culture 
with· the gospel Of Lord J esus 
Christ. 

"Let's rise up and follow Him 
and Hl.s story to :i.ts_glorious con
clusion;" Draper said. 

During tn:e· annual meeting 
three other "Everyone Can!" 
challenges were presented 
throughout the sessions. • 

Singer's testi~ony 
Singer, songwriter and 

author Dawn .Smith Jordan knew she would be sail 
reminded messengers and vis- QQd'- and to not let her 
itors that everyone can for- tion and fate ruin their 
give those 'Yho have caused She further assured tbe1 

· th em even the most grievous some good would come ouf 
hurt. terrible wrong. 

The former Miss South Car- Years later, Jordan sa 
olina 1986 and second mer- and her mother had the 

. up for Miss U.S.A described how tUnity to visit with the ms 
QQd has convicted her through had been convicted oftbe l 
the years of her need to forgive act and to assure ~ ~~ 
others, beginning with the man forgiveness. 
who kidnapped and brutally God's Word calls Chl 
murdered her 1 '7-year-old sister, i o forgive others like Je1 
Shari, in 1985. · forgiven them, Jordan re. 

Jordan, who is a member of her brothers and sis~ 
First Baptist Church, Columbia, Christ, pointing them 
S.C, recounted the letter Sh;:rri's exhortations to forgive 
murderer allowed her to write . sians 4:32 and vOJLOS!ml{ 

before he murdered her, which 13. · 
her family received after her 
death . In it, Shari told her fami
ly not to worry ·about her - she 

Bivocational past 

Baptists need to become 'deep-water disciples,' Welch says 

A bivocational pasto 
Oklahoma exhorted mest 
to "have a lifestyle of e 
ism. Everyone can " 
Everyone can reach pe< 
Christ ," said Anthony W 
pastor of Grace Baptist 
in Durant, Okla . . 

By David Winfrey 
Western Recorder (Kentucky) 

NASHVILLE - Southern Baptists can' 
win and baptize one million people if tney 
will be "deep-water disciples," leaving the 
safety of the shore to take risks and share 
Jesus with others, SBC President Bobby 
Welch told messengers at last week's 
annual meeting. 

During a presidential address that fea
tured dead frogs and history lessons, 
Welch spoke from Luke 5, in which Jesus 
asks his soo~-to-be disciples to cast out 
into the deep water to catch fish. 

QQd "expresses an urgent call to go out 
into deep water and do great things," said 
Welch, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Daytona, Fla. 

Welch, who h as challenged Southern 
Baptists to baptize one million people in 
the next year, said too many Christians are 
choosing the safety of the shore over the 
willingness to follow QQd out into the deep. 

"In fact, this shore fishing we've caught 
into is what is going to kill evangelism in 
this convention, in th,is nation." 

Too many Christians employ a "facility
based" evangelism strategy, he said, that 
encourages Christians to stay warm and 

comfortable in the church· and. requires 
non-Christians to visit a church before 
they hear about Jesus. 

"That's not New Testament evangelism, 
and that's not what you see in the model of 
J esus," he said. "That's too close to the 
shore. You're 
not out in the 
deep." 

W e 1 c h 
said the text 
in Luke out
lines "Jesus' 
personalized 
simplifie d 
systematic 
theology for 
soul wm-
ning": The 
father must 
catch the fol
lowers; t he 

BOBBY WELCH 

followers have to catch the faith; and the 
faithful catch the fish. 

Recalling LifeWay President Jimmy 
Draper's analogy last year to the conven
tion becoming a "frog in the kettle," slowly 
dying and not realizing it, Welch produced 
one of the more memorable sermon prop~ 
in recent history when he displayed a dead 

• 

frog from the pulpit. 
ccyou know how that flat dead frog got 

this way? A concrete truck ran over it, just 
down from my house," he said. 

"This frog's cause of death was not that 
concrete truck. This frog's cause of death
was confusion. This frog belonged in the 
deep, but he hopped in the street. And 
that's where his end came," he said. ccyou 
see, if you're destined for deep water, you 
better go that way. The consequences can. 
be dangerous." 

Welch said he regularly ·sees dead flat 
frogs when he leaves his home. "And you 
know what? Just about every day I go 
around and in the countryside I see a flat 
dead church and a flat dead bunch of 
Christians because they got confused and 
they left the deep." 

Welch urged Southern Baptists to real
ize they come from a rich spiritual her
itage filled with people willing to follow 
God's call. 

"They had enough spiritual guts to get 
out of the bank and go out into the deep," 
he said. 

"That's how you got the International 
Mission Board. Some people said, 'We've 
got to go deeper. . .. We've got to go every
where.' And they did." 0 

# 

"Folks, we need to be 
people the message tha 
saves. It is our obligatic: 
our job." 

· · Texas pastor 
Michael Lewis, senio• 

of Great Hills Baptist 
of Austin, Texas, poin1 
people today are misers! 
as the lepers in II King 
When asked to naJJ 

church's purpose in th• 
today, only ~ 11 perc 
respondents said the 

· exists to reach peoJ 
Christ. 

With baptisms p1l 
since 1962, churches ab 
asking themselves: "'Sbl 
sit here until we die?" 

Southern Baptist cl 
cannot sit ~till, Lewi 
because God has given~ 
goal to baptize one mill 
ple this year. a -John I; 
the Baptist New MIIXk 
Vicki Brown of the Wotd 1 

(Missouri) contributed 
report. 



( NewsleHer 
. . . es .. 

Summer 2005 

' 

er 400 attend second wild game dinner oi.FBC Decatur 
Marcia Knox He also encouraged the men to take dinner by word of mol!th, advertising in 
n's Ministries Newsletter an active role in t~e spiritual develop- a local county newspaper, and members 

DECATUR-.Over 400 men and 
from East Tennessee, some coming 
as fax away as Sevierville, ' 

ssville', and Chattanooga, attended 
2nd annual Wild Game Dinner here 

·il 8 at First Baptist Church. 
C'he event reached out to the local 
ununity and reached people in a 

mille radius outside the ru:ea offer-
.a variety (}f wild game, door prizes, 
a guest speaker while focusing 

.:md an outdoor theme of hunting 
fishing. 

special gilest speaker was 
ck McCallister, producer -of the TV 

rv "Adventure Bound Outdoors," 
:::h airs on the Outdoor Channel on 
sday evenings. 
lcCallister spoke on outdoor hunt
experiences with his father and 
l.dfat!ler, and how these experiences 
acted his spiritual life. 
Men, you may not have had a father 

8pent.quality time with you as a 
but it~s. important to know that our 
renly Father loves and cares for you 
· deeply," McCallister said. "He has 

ed you a8 His prized possession 
flas a plan for ~ur life.» 

ment of their sons, or another boy that · taking posters and flyers to work and 
doesn't have a positive role model in his local sporting good stores. . 
life. "Boys need f~thful men to offer "We gave out double tickets for the 
them. passage into manhoed and exhibit prizes," added Plaster. "One side had a 
living out the Christian life." place for names, addresses, and phone 

After sharing the plan of _salvation, ntimbers. We asked the 48 who made 
48 men and boys accepted Christ and decisions to mark their tickets, and 
committed their lives. While following· then we called them to make sure that 
up on these decisions, First Church they understood their decisions. 
Pastor Jerry Plaster said, "God has "One 12-year-old boy ·in Knoxville 
truly blessed this event. Some of these assured me of his salvation experience 
men whom accepted Christ have gone and asked if I wanted to talk to his 
back to their homes and shared Christ friend sitting next to him that he just 
with their families. led to the Lord." • 

. "Lives and families have been According to Plaster, in Dunlap and 
changed as a result of the impact of sal- another community he talked to two 
vation within the heart of the father women who cried over the phone telling 
figure. We will never know the extent of him that they now have new husbands, 
the exponential effect of the life-chang- because their husbands led them and 
ing experiences seen through this wild their children to the Lord. Both mar-
game dinner." riages were headed for divorce before 

"Most all attendees were un- their husbands attended the dinner. · 
churched and that was the whole point "We gained 16 additional salvations 
of the dinner to reach the lost and un- from the follow-up calls. The men and 
<:hurched," said Steve Harmon, associ- · boys went home and changed their 
ate pastm;. "The 48 men and boys who whole families. It's .all about the Lord 
were saved went home to tell their fam- and not about us. 
ilies and friends that added the plus, "The supper also brought a lot of the 
number to the salvation report." local key leaders in the community who 

The church got the word out for the don't a:ttend church, and they also got 

JERRY PLASTER, left, pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Decatur, welcomes 
Check McCallister to the wild game din-
ner. 
saved. We got to serve them, and the 
church men did the serving with the 
help of the ladies. 

"I always dreamed about being able 
to do ministry like this event, and I had . 
heard about other churches offering 
Wild Game dinners. When I started 
teaching a young couple's class 'in the 
church, one young man, John Sims 
offered to take the project and run with 
't " 1 . 

The first year that the church offered 
the supper there were 300 men and . . 
boys who attended with four salvation 
- See Over 400, page 12 

erhood in Union City ·helps _ Y~ido¥~ 
,.. .. .,,r,..;.., Knox "My husband was a won

derful person," she said."'' 
still· miss him, but he still 
seems so close to me after 
being gone for 26 years." 

appreciate it so much. l wrote 
each one of them a thank you 
note. 

Speedway event draws 2,500 
1s Ministries Newsletter 

NION CITY- A 12-
Lber constru-ction team 
First Baptist Church of 

In Citif's B:t:otherheod 
OA"I CiU. a pastor's widow May 

ho needed her trim work 
ted on her brick home, 
·ding to Jim Kizer, Broth

president. 
~n.~WGI Sltidmore, TBC . 

Ministers Financial 
,art specialist, called to 
: Ima Wilson needed any 
;ing done. 
rs. Wilson, 86, is the 
w of Joe Wilson, retired 
rr of Aldridge Baptist 
ch, Obion. Pastor Wilson 
1erved Dyer Baptist 
ch, Dyer; Hickman Bap- . 
!burch, Hickman; First. 
.st Church of Obion; and 
churches over the years. 

She told Skidmore that ·she 
had a brick home, but she 
coUld use her trim work 
painted. Th~nSkidm.ore 
called the Beulah Baptist 
Association office to ·help with 
her painting request. Jack 
Long, Beulah Association 
director of missions, called 
Kizer to help her out with the 
project . . 

Mrs. Wilson, who has been 
a member·of First Church of 
Union City since 1940, had 
the First Church team paint 
her home's windows, carport, 
gutters, and woodwo!k. 

"They did a marvelous job 
on my house," said Mrs. Wil
son. "I just couldn't of asked 
for anything better, and I 

"There are still a lot of 
wonderful people in the 
world. There is so much vio
lence in the world that I know 
that the Lord is corning soon. 
I read my Bible through each 
year." 

"Our Brotherhood is 
always here to serv~," said 
Kizer: "We began our Brother
hood program in August 
2004, and we have always 
had good attendance at the 
meetings." 

"Our purpose is to serve 
members of our church and 
members of our community 
who need help by contributing 
labor for work projects. We've 
done· four projects since 
August. We've done landscap
ing, roof repair, and also 
cleaned .up lots and yards." 0 

Men's Ministries Newsletter . 

BRISTOL - Over 2,590 people attended Family Day at 
Bristol Motor Speedway here April 2, which featured a Praise 
Celebratien in the moniing under the grari.dstands at the 
Bristol Drag Strip due to severe weather. 

The Sharpie Professional 250 race scheduled for later in 
· the afternoon on Saturday at the Speedway was rained out 
and postponed to the next day. 

"Even in cold rainy weather, people remained for the Fam
ily Day program under the stands," said Tom Elam, Bristol 
Raceway Ministries director and minister of music at First 
Baptist Church of Bluff City. "The temperatures remained in 
the 30s, and there were some snow flurries. 

"Though Family Day had a dampeF put on it, 40 first-time 
decisions for Christ were recorded, 93 rededications, and ~3. 
committed to fuil-time service," added Elam. "The Family Day 
event is on positive !iound reaching the young people as far 
away as Nashville. We feel Family Day is a significant part of 
a youth thing in the-spring." 

The Praise Celebration highlighted "Cross _Country," a 
musical group, and Comedy Relief, a drama group. Teri and 
Randy McDonald, sister and brother racing competitors, were 
the guest speakers. 0 

aptist Men on Mission, Challengers, RAs, and Mission Kids_ c~n · register on lin~ 
1's Ministries Newsle.tter See www.studentz.com/challengers/r,egistratiOn.htm. RA chapters can be regis-

- tered at Kidzplace.org. See www.kidzplace.org/adult/royalambassadors/ 
:RENTWOOD -All Baptist Men on Mission, Challengers, Royal Ambas- ra_chapter_registration.aspx. MissionFriends can be also listed at 
>rs, and MissionKids groups are encouraged to register their units, groups, Kidzplace.org. See www.kidzplace.org/adult/mission-kids/ 
chapters online with the North American Mission Board, according to missionkidsregister.asp. · 
~ Men's Ministry specialist Gene Williams. "'i:tformation a~bout groups who register online with ~AMB is then sent on 
b register groups online go to Nanib.net to each Mission age program sec- to the TBC Men's MiniRtry team," said Williams. "This enables the Men's Min-
and select the registration links. Baptist Men on Mission can also be reg- istry team to contact the groups when special events are held and distri_bute 

:-ed at Bmen.net at http://sub.namb.net/educate/bmomlbmen_reg.asp. information and news. After registering onHne, the groups will receive promo-
hallengers groups can be noted at Challengers Central at Studentz.com. tional items from NAMB." 0 
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~.:word from Gen'.Q 

It is a wonderful blessing 
to know that we can wake up 
each morning singing a new 
song. Just to know that God 
has redeemed us through the 
blood of Jesus Christ should 
stir within us new melodies of 
thanksgiving praise. 

Psalms 33:3a says, "Sing 
unto -him a new song." The 
story of the Christ is the 
greatest ever told. He loves us 
just as we are, saved or not. 
There's nothing you can 'do to 
make rum love you more, and 
there's nothing you can do to 
make Him love you less. He 
has unconditional love for us, 
and we have unmerited favor 
with Him. That is wonderful 
inspiration 
for a song. 

Eugene 
Peterson in 
The Message 
encourages us 
to invent our 
own new 
song. Our 
rejOICing 
should be as 

WILLIAMS 

unique as our personality. No 
one can sing your song. God 
created you to sing your part 
in the melody of praise 
toward Him. • 

No one else quite fits 1n 
the position God created you 
to fill. God gives you permis
sion to invent new songs to 
sing for His glory. 

We must answer yes to . 
four eternity-based questions 
ifwe·are to enjoy a God hon
oring relationship with Him 
that will produce new s-ongs 
every day. 

. Will you say yes to faith in 
Christ? Admittmg to God 
what He already knows about 
our sin debt, believing that 
J esus is the Christ and paid 
that debt for you, and con
fessing Him before men is our 
first opportunity to say yes to 
God. This is primary and 
must precede the next three. 

Will you say yes to sharing 
the Good News? This is the 

• 
first major yes after salvation 
that many Christians neglect, 
but it is also the first major 
step toward developing a rela
tionship with God that puts a 
new song in our heart. . 
Tremendous blessing comes ... 
to the obedient believer faith-
fully distributing God's plan 
to redeem the lost. Not one 
believer is exempt from this 
calling, and singing this song 
will bring Him glory. 

Will you say yes to the call 
to constant prayer and medi
tating on Scripture? God 
reveals Himself through 
Scripture and prayer. Chris
tians who have no song to 
sing do not know about the 

-~ - .. 
. ..ol' 

deep desire the Lord has for a 
vibrant relationship with us. 
God's Word and the Holy 
Spirit encourage us to love 
Him with all our being (Mark 
12:30, the greatest command
ment). Consider choosing a 
verse and contemplating its 
significance on a personal 
level possibly for several 
days. You might experience 
the closeness of God that 
results in a new song. 

Will you say yes to an ever
deepening level of faith? This 
is not to be confused with 
taking on a new office or 
responsibility. Religious activ
ity is a poor substitute for 
spiritual transformation. At 
least four things precede 
deepening faith. · 

We must shun more and 
more of the world. Our value 
system must grow steadily · 
unimpressed by the accumu
lation of earthly treasure. 

We must begin to seek 
thip.gs etemal. Life on earth 
is a temporary assignment. 
One day we ~ stand in His 
presence, proclaiiD. His excel
lence,_ and ·recognize His prop-

·er place of honor: We must 
learn to e}(alt God by 
approaching every circum
stance with caution and con
sidering its effect in eternity. 
Scripture encourages us to 
look toward Heaven as Jesus 
did. 
· We must step away from 

the boundary. Due to a lack of 
transfon:D.ation, men are .. 
prone to live .life on the edge 
of the permissible. We might 
even occasionally step across 
tlie boundaiy just to sample 
what this world declares is 
thrilling. God's men, ones who 
seek to sing a new song in 
His honor, find the limit s and 
stay way back from them. 

We must learn the benefit . . 
of total surrender. A man who 
can sing new songs every day 
is ready to go anywhere and 
to do anything at any time 

• the Lord calls. Men are not 
given to surrender. Through 
accumulated life experiences, 
God's man has learned to 
rejoice because he has 
learned that God is who He 
says He is, and He wip. do 
what He says He will do. For 
that reason God's man has 
come to trust Him and is will
ing to surrender all to Him. 

Please let me encourage 
you to get closer to Him. Let 
God help you invent new 
songs that bring Him honor, 
and praise, and glory. 

Gene Williams 
Men's Ministry specialist 

Church ReneV#al Journey tea• serve• 
Men•s Ministries Newsletter tied to the ways God had spoken to them o 

ing the weekend. I was blessed by reading 
BRENTWOOD - In addition to serving 

Tennessee churches, the state Church Ren~wal 
Journey (CRJ) Team is also offering its train
ing to neighboring states who are reaping the 
benefits, according to Don Hanle, NAMB Tenn. 
CRJ coordinator. 

evaluation forms. 
"Around 33 said that they wanted to be 

of a small group; 28 said that they wanted 
develop a daily quiet time; and many othe 
decisions were recorded. 

Sponsored by the TBC Men's Ministries 
Team, the Tenn. CRJ team has held events 

"One lady stated that in the 48 years s} 

has been a member of church which was a 
h er life that she had never felt as close to 

this year in North Carolina, 
Georgia, and Alabama. 

fellow church members. -

Greg Lauderback, pastor 
of West Highland Baptist 
Church in Athens, Ala., 
recently said: "Thank you so 
much fer all that you 
allowed our Lord to do 
through your team during 

"I believe God used the weekend to~rin 
healing during a difficult time in the Jife o 
church. Folks are excited and seem reidY 1 

move forward. 
"We are all deeply grateful to you and t 

the ministry team for your faithfulness an 
willingness to come and minister to God's 
to us." 

HANLE our Lay Renewal Weekend. 
God answered our prayers 

and worked in a wonderful way to renew and 
unite our people. 

"CRJ is a NAMB program, which is rea 
explained for churches to understand befo 
th~y begin the experiencing process," said 
Hanle. 

"Our Sunday night service was all that I 
could of asked for with the Tenn. team. It last
ed over two hours as person after per son testi-

Churches or associations who are inter. 
in an overview ofthe CRJ may call Hanle 
865-681-1465. 0 

AssOciation hol~s motorcycle prayer ric 
By Marcia Knox 
Men's Ministries Newsletter 

. . 

KINGSPORT - Holston 
Baptist Association held J~e 
11 its first Motorcycle Prayer 

, Ride in S_ullivan Bapti~t Asso
ciation, and participants visit
ed seven churches in the Gray 
and Colonial Heights areas, 
according to ride prganizer 
Jimmy Phipps Jr. 

''A threatenings kykept all, 
but the· inost die hard motor- · 
cyGlist away," said Phipps. . 
"However~ once again the 

Lord held off the rain until we 
were finished with our 
appointed rounds." 

Besides Phipps Jr., others 
participatimg in the prayer 

.. ride were: Jimmy Phipps Sr. 
and Don Brown, members of 
Tennessee Avenue Baptist 

· Church, Bristol, and Richard 
Mettler, a member of Unaka 
Avenue Baptist Church, John
son City. 

"We were met at our first 
stop by pastor Stanley Sims 
of Blessed Hope Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, and some 

Inmates participate in Crossover 
By Marcia Knox 

- Men's Ministries Newsletter 

BRENTWOOD - One of 
the seven Crossover Nashville 
2005 Ministry Venues was 
prayer journeys June 17-19 . 
which included prayerwalks 

· insi'de a 40-mile radius of the 
city. However, over 241 of 

_these prayer journey partici
pants were confined to their 
prison cellblocks that week
end across the state ofTen
nessee. 

These inmates made com
mitments to pray before and 
during the Crossover week- · 
end, according to Gene 
Williams, TBC Men's Ministry 
specialist. 

Williams, who serves as a 
volunteer for the Tennessee 
Prison for Women (TPFW) in 
Nashville and the Williamson 
County Jail (WCJ) in 
Franklin, also works as the 
TBC coordinator for the use of 
Golden Off~ring for Tennessee 
Missions funds for r estorative 
justice. 

"As a result of prayer 
emphasis with Crossover, I 

' 

asked the inmates to pray for 
fertile ground in the hearts of 
Nashvillians and bold witness 
for the volunteers," Williams 
said. ''We also invited each 
chaplain across the state to 
enlist inmates who would . 
pray kingdom prayers to join 
us in praying for Qrossover. "_ 

Besides TPFW and WCJ, 
other institutions with 
inmates that prayed were: the 
West Tennessee State Peni
tentiary in Henning. the 
Bradley County Jail in Cleve
land, and Brushy Mountain 
Correctional Complex in Pet
ros, and others. 

"This prayer effort partially 
began in preparation for 
establishing a :network of 
prayer partners in prisons 
and jails," Williams added. 

"The idea also excited 
TBC Prayer Strategist spe
cialist Don Pier son , who saw 
the possibility of a new 
avenue of ongoing prayer 
intercession." 

".As far as we know. this is 
the. first time that Christian 
inmates have been enlisted for 
any Crossover ministry." 0 

of its congregation," adde1 
Phjpps Jr. "When that cir 
of prayer. went up then th 
Holy Spirit came down at 
church." 

·The next prayer ride Wi 

be held Saturday, Jllly 16, 
leaving at 9:30 a.m. fu\\'1.\ ~ 
Bristol Md!or Speedway \ 
CWl.tinue visiting churche 
Sullivan Association. The 
same team earlier visited 
ston and Watauga Baptis 
associations while prayer 
ing during the past three 
year s. 0 

Planning 
• • tra1n1ng 

For Men's Mir\let, 

·Newsletter 

BRENTWOOD 
on the right track 
Royal AmltJass.adOJ 
lengers, and .ua~o 
by now planning 
training events, 
to Frank Green, 
Ienger field worker. 

The TBC Men's 
istries team has 

. certified trainfrs 
Challengers, and 
Men that are avswa 
help churches plan 
train leaders. 

Team at 
ext. 2025 to sella 
trainer for your 
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. 11· W~rd from Fra_;li 

~ a recent staff meetfu.g a 
· · utes were given t~ 

sharing of some of our 
scelric places we 

•untered while traveling 
ennessee. We all agreed 

God did a real good job 
11 He laid out Tennessee. 

t i '""-''-U. blessed to live en the 
of the 

:nded of 
s handi-

re. 
·om my GREEN 

~ window, I look out 
~s lusk green pasture 

cattle are gently graz
: also see a freshly 
9d field where a new 
bas j_~st been planted. 
;s the lake I see a pine 
et near the water. Cana

;f~ee~;e are fond of the 

1~--· .. -. 

. were talking just last week 
about God's plan. Now, you 
need to know a couple of 
things about.Lyle. For many 
years he was a "closet Christ
ian."' He knew the Lord, but 
he did not let many other 

. people know that. Lyle )las 
also endured' a severe case of 
"crippling" arthritis for over 
20 years. 

But, Lyle is now out of the · 
closet. Sunday morning, you 
will find him in church: He 
once worried that his disabil
ity would prevent him from 
being a good parent. He now 
testifies how ·God has blessed · 
him with two great children. 
Even though Lyle was not 
where he sheuld be with the 
Lord, the Lord stayed with 
him. Lately, every conversa
tion that we have will 
include how God has blessed 
him. 

Remember the birds? Lyle 
reminded me recently that if · 
God cares enough for these 
little creatures to see that 

the ~¥ly morning, I can . 
they are fed, how' much more 
He must care for us whom He 
created in His own image. Lly see a large blue 

~n•eJ, a. or two standing in the 
· of the water. Of course 

are many birds in the 
oak trees around the 
and yard. It has always 

me how such loud 
... . .,....._utiful music can come 
::1 '3l~Ch a small animal. 

that nature is one 
..... <4 .. Ged ccmstantly 

us of how great His 

f>· 
brother Lyle and I 

There are many things I 
- do ·not know or understand. I 

do know that God loves me_ 
He loves everyone. Thanks, 
Lyle, for the reminder. 

Frank Green 
RA/Challengers field worker 

Cliapter at· FBC, 'alceland,
'fJs missionaries in Alaska 
Ministries Newsletter Pardue was overwhelmed, 

~LAND - While 
g Royal Ambassadors in 

about NAMB mission
EJana,AJaska,Johnny 

~,a RA leader at Fkst 
t Church here, learned 

missionaries needed 
give to Eskimo chil

·here they worked. 
ue called missionaries 

nd Kim Piepmeier in 
to ask if there were 
her needs that they · 
have. He learned the 

might terminate 
1inistry if anoth~r need 
t met. The missionaries 
1 need of oil for their 
~ for next winter. Their 
ring church had 
ad the missionaries 
e church would not be 
help them with this 
f there were no oil and 
~~ there would be no 
lanes. 

because it would take about 
500 gallons of diesel fuel at 
around $2.29 a gallon to meet 
the need. He knew that his 
church could not meet this 
need alone so he called and e
mailed several RAs and their 
leaders. 

He is encouraging RAs to 
wash cars, collect cans, have 
walkathons, collect permie~, 
or find some other way to 
help keep these missionaries 
equipped to take Jesus to the 
Eskimos. The funds need to 
be sent before the end of 
July, because winters come 
early in Alaska and last a 
long time. 

Groups who can help First 
Church, Lakeland, RAs meet 
this urgent need; contact Par
due~ at 5268 Summer Wmd 
Lane, Arlington, TN 38002. 
His phone number is 901-867-
3277, or e-mail him at par
due@integrity.com. Q 

RA wilderness challenge ciraws 350 
Men's Ministries Newsletter . Even though not a lot,of fish 

NASHVILLE -Over 350 
Royal ~bassadors and their 
leaders attended the 
N<J-shville Baptist Associa
tion's (NBA) fourth annual 
RA Wilderness Challenge 
Ap!il 15-16 at Boxwell Boy 
Scout Reservation near Gal-

, latin; according to 'Brian Holt, 
NBA RA Team leader. 

Sponsored by the NBA RA 
Leadership Team and the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Men's Ministries Team, 
Wi).derness Challenge is a 
camping adventure, designed 
to test the campcraft skills 
R.As learn during their weekly 
chapter meetings. • 

"This year's attendance 
marked their best attendance 
yet with over 350 partici
pants," said Holt. "Friday 
night opened with a praise 
band that rocked Camp 
Boxwell with the love of 
Jesus, which was followed by 
worship and a night hike to 
Old Hickory Lake. 

"However, Saturday opened 
with several early risers hit
ting the lake for some fi~hing. 

were caught, there were plen
ty of big 'fish tales. Especially 
the one told about a father 
that w·as caught by a fish, but 
was spit back out, because he 
tasted had. This was -not a 
bad tale to cover up how the 
parent slipped and fell into 
the water." 

The Royal Racer competi
tion with double elimination 
pine wood derby races divided 
into three divisions, Lad, Cru
sader, and Adult, was fast and 
furious and featured more 
close finishes than any stock 
car race. 

The most anticipated _event 
of Wilderness Challenge, 
Campcraft Rodeo, featured 
the best time events in tent 
pitching, fire 'building, knot 
tying, and compass competi-: 
tions with·several boys finish
ing within tenths·of a second 
ahead of the next RA. ''All of 
the boys did great," added 
Holt. "Almost everyone that -
attempted an event was able 
to successfully complete the 
task." 

Many of the RA Chapters 
set up their campsites with 

themes and displayed the 
crafts and mission projects 
that they had done. Spring 
Hill Baptist Church, Spring 
Hill, made their first appear
ance at Wilderness Chal
lenge with a military theme, 
which earned the nickname 
"Commando Baptist 
Church." 

"This first year church 
came prepared for battle," 
noted Holt. "They camou
flaged their entire camp, 
dressed in military clothes, 
and had a winner in virtual
ly every event there. They 
have set the bar high for 
2006." 

' 

''Wilderness Challenge was 
a great success, and the NBA 
RA Leadership team wishes 
to thank all of the churches 
for corning and hopes to see 
~hem back next year. They 
also want to invite all church-
es -RAs to attend next year's 
Wilderness Challenge, which 
is set for April 7-8, 2006." 

For the 2006 registration 
information, a copy of the 
event rules, a.'1d a tentative 
schedule call the NBA office 
at (615) 259-3034. 0 

Stone Association holds annual RA Camp 
By Marcia Knox _ . missic~mary. Steve Thornton, pastor of Cariey 
Men's Ministries Newsletter Fork Baptist Church, Cookeville, served as the 

• camp pastor. 
COOKEVILLE - Stone Baptist Associa- Other staff ana their churches were: camp 

tion, based here, held their annual RA Camp directors, Bill Hicks and Tom Howard, both of 
June 6-9 at Camp Sandy Stone in Monterey Caney Fork Church; counselors, Randy Walker, 
with 31 boys ranging from grades 1-7 and 6 Woodcliff Baptist Church; Monterey; Brian 
counselors attending. Hickey, Midway Baptist Church; and Jeff 

Besides the usual camping activities, the Burnside, Poplar Grove Baptist Church, both 
boys participated in mission activities and in Cookeville; and junior counselors, Josh 
worship' services. Three decisions for Christ Thornton and Andrew Bilbrey, both of Caney 
were recorded. Participants at the camp repre- Fork Church. 0 · 
-sented seven churches. 

In the campcraft 
competition, campers 
raced against the clock 
with knot tying, fire 
starting, log sawing, and 
RA racers. They also 
took night hikes and . 
played on a water slide. 

Frank Green, TBC 
RA field worker, served 
as the NAMB mission-. 

ary: Gordon Vasseur, 
IMB mission volunteer, 
used clowning in his 
ministry. Mike Prowse, 
retired Stone Associa
tion director of missions 
served as a NAMBtrBC 

WORKIN_G AT THE Stone Association RA Camp were, from left, Mike 
Prowse, retired director of missions; Frank Green, TBC staff; Tom Howard, 

. association RA director; Brian Hickey, Midway Baptist Church, Cookeville; 
Randy Walker, Woodcliff Baptist Church, Monterey; and Bill Hicks, associ
ation Men's Ministries director. 

Royal Ambassador University to be held Aug. 19-29 . 
Men's Ministries Newsletter Baptist RA Leadership Team, 

NASHVILLE -The 
Nashville Baptist Association 
(NBA) invites all churches to 
attend the first Royal Ambas
sador University Aug. 19-20 at 
Crievewood Baptist Church in 
Nashville. 

This will be the most com-
prehensive training sessions 
ever offered by the Nashville 

according to Brian Holt, NBA 
RA Team leader. 

The training will begin on 
Friday with dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
RA General training as well as 
learning games that can be 
played V\ith RA boys at church 
and how to tie the games back 
to the RA Virtues will be 
offered. 

Saturday beginning at 9 

a.m. is training on how to teach 
boys, lead a chapter meeting, 
and how to teach campcraft 
skills to young boys.-Nationally 
Certified RA Trainers and 
experts in their field ~f training 
will teach the classes. The cost 
of the event is $20 to cover the 
cost of food and materials. 

For more information, con
tact the NBA office at (615) 
259-3034.0 

• 

' "> 
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Fishers of Men hold competitions 
For Men's Ministries Newsletter 

BRENTWOOD -Tennessee's three grand 
divisions of the Fishers of Men (FOM) Tourna
ment Trail are finishing up their tournament 
seasons. 

FOM East Tenn. Division held its fourth tour
nament of the year Saturday, May 7, on Douglas 
Lake near Dandridge. The Friday night meeting, 
May 6, was held at First Baptist Church of Dan
dridge, which was a success thanks to the staff of 
the Men's Ministry at the church and FOM staff 
for making the event possible. Following the 
inspirational message and the music, there were 
four rededications. Thanks go to Leadvale Bap
tist Church in White Pine who assisted. 

On Saturday, 37 boats blasted off from Dou
glas Dam. The first place winners were: Rod Gar
rett and his son Steve Garrett. The teaiD. ofYeary 
and Yeary came in second place; Sanders and 
Sexton were third place winners. 

The final tournament was held Saturday, June 
4, at Ft. Loudontrellico Lake in Loudon at the 
canal ramp as the region qualifier with 4 boats 
outside the top 20 in points trying for 4 spots in 
the region championship. 

The pre-tournament meeting was held Friday, 
June 3, at Kingston Pike Baptist Church, Lenoir 
City with dinner. Pastor Ronny Jone~ and church 
members were very hospitable. 

Chris Wells, FOM volunteer evangelist from 
Greer, South Carolina, brought the message. 
Wells has been a blessing not only to the division 
but also to the entire Fishers of Men ministry. 
Wells directed his· message mainly to those who 
have been in the tournament throughout the 
year and challenged all to spread the gospel. 
There were four rededications. 

The second tournament stop for FOM Central 
Tennessee Division WfiS held Saturday, April 2, at 
Genter Hill I:.ak.e near Smithville. The Friday 
night, April 1, meal was held at Whorton Springs 
Baptist Church, Smithville, and pastor David 
Mahan did another great joJ>. 

Even though 23 teams registered for the Sat
urday event, only 6 teams came in with a limit of 
fish due to the cold and heavy rain creating 
tough con~itions. First place went to the team of 
Sentell/Sentell. Second place went to the team of 
Thompson/ Wilson. Third place went to the team 
of Terry/Kemp. 

The third tournament was held Saturday, May 
28, on Kentucky Lake. The father/son team of 
Tom Bradford ¥ld Troy Bradford came with a 

FIRST PLACE winners in the June 4 West Ten
nessee FOM Division tournament were, from left, 
West Tennessee Regional Tournament director, Terry 
McCormick; Micah Cruse, and Scott Barber. 

mission to win, and they walked away with first 
place. Team Wakefield/Shivers finished second 
place. Team Blackburn/Bornstein, a new team to 
Central Tennessee, came in third place. 

A great pre-tournament event, meal, and serv
ice were held Friday night, May 27, at New Har
mony Baptist Church, Paris, where pastor Jeff 
Hardy and his church fixed a meal fit for a king. 
There was one profession of faith and oile rededi
cation. What are you running from, what are you . . 
searching for, what are you fighting for, and what 
are you faithful to were the points that Hardy 
made in his sermon. 

The hext tournament was held Saturday, June· 
18, at Saunde,rs Ferry Park.on Old Hickory Lake . . 
·The pre-tournament meeting was held Friday, 
June 17, at Harper Road Free Will Bapti~t · 
Church in Joelton with the Band of Brothers 
Men's Group m charge of the meal. 

The third tournament stop for the FOM Ten
nessee West Division landed Saturday, May 7, at 
Pickwick Landing State Park, Cop.nce. Sharon 
Baptist Church, Savaru:iah, was the host for the 
pre-tournament meeting Friday, May 6. 

Of all the 52 teams .competing, Gowrylok and 
Murchison managed to bag 1 of the 5 Hmits that 

. was brought to the scale, which resulted in a first 
place. Cheek and Vires won second place. Round
ing out the top three were Amer~on and Martin-
dale. · 

The fourth stop· for the Tennessee West Divi
sion of'the1 Fishers_ of Men National Tournament 
Trail wa.s held Saturday, June 4, at Perryville 
Marina in ParsonS o:n Kentu~ky Lake. First Bap
tist Church of ~inden-was the host for the pre
tournament meeting Friday, June 3. 

For information on the upcoming FOM tour
naments contact: Central, Bill Anderson at 615-
746-2269; East, Randy Frazier at 423-869-3215; 
and West, Terry McCormick at (731) 6S2-4246. 0 

0 tdoor network connects with Montanans 
For Men's Ministries Newsletter 

HUNGRY HORSE, Mont.-
Jason Cruise, senior pastor of 

CRUISE 

Belmont 
Heights Bap
tist Church, 
Nashville, 
'and founder 
of the Ten
nessee Out
door Network 

.(TON), led a 
Family Camp 

June 14-16 
here for dea

cons and pastors using Outdoor 
ministry as the model. 

'TON will further our new 
TBC partnership with Montana 

as we go and teach outdoor 
ministry to Montana's pastors 
and leaders. 

"We taught the leaders how 
to establish outdoor ministry in . . 
their local church setting. A few 
of the foundational concepts the 
TON team taught were: Under
standin.g the mindset of a non
believing outdoorsman; How to 
build your outdoor leadership; 
Promoting your ministry to the 
community; Post-Event follow 
up strategy; and Moving from 
events to ministry." 

According to Cruise, he has 
felt a surge of energy ever since 
he knew that Tennessee Bap
tists were in talks formalizing a 
partnership with Montana. 

"Now that it's a reality, Ten
nessee Baptists really need to 
find ways to engage the part.r 
nership. Montanans mean busi
ness when it comes to getting it 
done for the kingdom. Every 
pastor and ministry leader that 
I've met knows what it means 
to sacrifice some things for the 
cause of Christ. I've been to 
Montana several times since 
the birth of our partnership; we 
are spoiled here in the South. 

"This is the second training 
conference we've done in Mon
tana, and I can think of no bet
ter way to help their churches 
than by helping them reach th~ 
many outdoorsmen who live all 
around their communities." 0 

Over 400 attend second wild game .... 
- Continued from page 9 According to Plaster, everybodY.. went home 
decisions. "For the next year, we are trying to with something, because of the door prizes. "It's 
double the supper to 600 participants, and we not just about the prizes; it's about Jesus." . 
hope to get the whole church involved," noted "Even though we average around 200 in war-
Plaster. "We plan to split the attendants and run ship, we are a church that is large in ministry," 
a simultaneous service in the sanctua...ry and he said. "We have the event scheduled again in 
meal in fellowship hall." April2006 with McAllister." 0 

Baptist leaf!s fishing e~ 
By Carta Cody • 
Men's Ministries Newsletter • 

.MORRISTOWN -The sixth annual Kid's Hooked on 
Day Camp was held here May 14 at Wallace Hardware 1 
sp~;msored by Anglers for Christ team and led by Tony St 
member of Manley Baptist Church, Morristown. 

Sellars, founder of Anglers for Christ, a ministry with 
to be fishers of men by providing children across Americ 
free fishing opportunities, loves to see both parents and 
come to Irn.ow Christ through a child like faith. • 

Several hundred children and their families enjoyed f 
lunch, and several other activities during the Hooked on 
Day Camp. -

"Watching children catch their first big catfish or"wat 
father help his son or daughter reel in 'a big one' was 8Il 

ble feeling, but it was no comparison to the joy I felt as ! 
gave their hearts to Christ," Sellars said. 

"We had both children and adults make professions o 
That was the best part of the day. It truly blessed me to lit! 

adults be touched by a sermon geared to children." 
A love for fishing, combined with a heart for teaching 

about the love of Jesus prompted Sellars and his wife, S 
begin Anglers for Christ Ministries in 1999. Since then, • 
ars, who are missionaries with the Mission Service CoiJ 
North American Mission Board, have traveled across th11nm11 
teaching children to fish while showing them the love of -~
The ministry also hosts several adult-fishing events acrt 6 
country. 

While he enjoys hosting ev;ents for "grown-ups," Sella 
that his heart is drawn to the children who come to the 
Hooked on Fishing Day Camps. --· 

"Fishing is an experience that often provides memori :k 
will last a lifetime," he added. "It is wonderful to be apex 
watching a child build these memories. I hope they will J• 

remember t~e opportunity was given to them, because s ~ 
wanted to show them in a small w.ay that Jesus loves tb .., 

At each event, Sellars and the team, which includesnFQIIII 
across the state, recruit the help of other volunteers. m l 
town, several area churches joined the effort to help ser 
register children, and provide ~tertainment. 

Chris Wells, ·an evangelist from Greer, South Carolin 
broug~t the message. Hunter Knight, a 1'3-year-old fron 

- town, who has attended the event since its inauguratiOJ 
years ago, noted that he was amazed by Wells' ability t< 
the attention of the crowd. 

"Many of the families a:re unchurched families," said 
"Some of them are not used to Jistening to sermons, so i 
the challenge Wells had to redirect the attention from t' 
full of fish to a sermon. God really blessed Wells thougl: 
he captured the attention of the families. I think he pre 
them without them even realizing they were getting a ~ 

Another Tennessee "Hooked on Fishing" Day Camp ~ 
held in Kingston on Aug. 13. Sellars noted that New Mi 
Baptist Church, Kingston, will join his team in helping 
vide volunteers to help with serving the families who a· d 
Also W?tch for Sellars on "The- Christian Angler Televis 
on Saturday~. 

For information, call Tony Sellars at (423) 581-6326 
him at tony@anglersforchrist.com. - Carla Cody is a frE 
writer from Morristown. 

DIVISION WINNERS were from left, Ages 11-13, Doylt 
Big Fish, Sloane Biggs; Ages 7-10, Joe Parete; Cas 
Douthat, Not Pictured, Ages 0-6, Madison Ricker; A' 
Jacob Mills. 

Baptist Men's Ministry Dates 
September 
30- Oct. 1 
October 
22 

28-30 

Tri-State Camp-O-Ree, Camp Cordova, t 
-

Smoky Mountain Regional RA ChallengE 
Maryville Baptist Church, Maryville 

National Prisoner Re-entry Conference. • 
Hotel, Nashville 
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oprs~ TidWell address Southern Baptist paStors 
EditOfS' Network - . -v · ' ' · · ··• ; ,, .;. ~-

~4''-'P- Retir¢~ Ten
Baptist pastor ~diian 
headiiRea the two-day 

them Baptist Pastors Con
.., .... ~ . ., P.-ere, wr.apping up the 

J'l:lne 20 after IO 
··~!!?L speake:rs, 

""t'.J:•vP. Gaines, pastor of Gar
FiEst B~.ptist Ch.mch 

g:IJ)t1~ail'<:ttem1alle, Ala., and p:r:esi- 
of. :&l).e Pastors Canference, 
t~e of prayer fo:r Rogel's, 

Yarl!\11 '"~ is fi~hting cancer. RogeFs, 
reti;Fed earlier this yeaT 

ltm••-- 32 years as pastor ef BeUe
Baptist Chlll?ch, Cor.do.Ya, 

:Utlly spent three days at 'the 
. .Ahderson Cance:r Center in 

:.ston before returning June 

ADRIAN ROGERS · exhor.ts pastors during the 
2005 Southern Baptist P,astors Oonfi:Jrence at the 
Gaylord Entertainment Center in Nasnville. 

JERRY- TIDWELL, pastor of Ellendale Baptist 
Church, Bartlett, sha!es the G.R.O. W. evangelism 
strategy. - Photos by John Swain 

o his Memphis~-area heme. Ellendale Ba:(>tist ·church in 
1siolil, valor, v.igjlance, vi'taJ.i- Bwtlett, _descri'Qed his church~s 

victory are the ifive com- · G.R.O.W. (.God Rewards Our 
iooni·" of a man of God's min- - Work) ministry. H~ said the. con-

Rogers told th:ose cept fellows the same natur~ 
f.~u.~6 the co'nference. "With- line as the reality of creation: 
~-'"''·· Adrian Rogel's w6uld sowing and reaping. _ 

nothing, _nothing," Many believe that an m;gan-
ROgers, now pastor emeri- ized outreach- js not necessary, · 
of Bellevue. «But God is Tidwell· said. "I tell them, theo

!!hltv,. and He }).as the· ability retically, you're right, but practi:
your life and. my life arid cally you're W17ong." 

and me a man of Goct" Christians are five times 
r: ~~lB:C.tl"i!llg :ftom J-tldges &-7, more likely to witness on a daily 

...;v.L..I>I 

d~~Pib~d Gid;eqn as a basi.s if th.ey have sqme sort of 
•"§uSt;-small enough and organization, 'ridwel.J sai4, 
enough" f().t: Ge~ to- use. addmg that .. G.R.O.Y/. gives a 
have see~ men too big for framework for OlJ,treach. 
ta use, bu.t fievel' on:e teo "God's still at work, ·and if we 

~e!\\-m " Rogers s:aid. "Gideon was are aut there Q.oing our p~~ God 
l]l,ot fer what he w:as bu.t for Wi1l g;};ve us the hanrest,"' he said. 

could make out of~;" Othei- speakers 
noted that Gideon. Johnny Hunt, pastor ·of FiFst 

ltio~jQ}a vision :reshlting dnrectily Baptist ChUFch, Woodstock, Ga., . 
"t'lt-~"' encounter wifh God. said e~angelistic chm-ches are 

have so many p,reachers led by evangelistic _pastors 
who are' liVing liv.es of 1lllafraid to move toward sim

desP.eratioJi!, <hawing 'their plidty, simply preaching the 
;Jl, drawing their salary, gespel of Cnri:st. 
~~ting fer retirement," he Hunt spoke from Acts 8, in 
"'They need to get a fresh whicb Philip was led into the 
l of A1mighty God. Never desert in the middle of the day, 
here been a day, an age, or an unlikely destination. buf a 

to p:r::eaeh the place where he was ordained to 
o.f our Lord and Savior meet someone whe nee..ded to 

' 
Christ like there is today;" hear the gpspel. 
Je.~ Tidwell "I have heard pastors ques-

ry TidwelJ, pastor af tien whether or n.ot they should 

go ·to a church because they 
don't know if the eharch bas an 
evangelism .program in place," 
he said. "' say to them, that's 
exactly why .they need you, to 
come in and be evangelistic .and 
set the medel." · 

Mac Brunson, pastor' of First 
Baptist Church of Dallas noted 
that many ministers desperate
ly-seek·a frien.d as they face· tri
als and tribulations. 

Many pastors who are "the 
most committed ~o ministry are 
those who <are_ the least · con
cerned about [the: hurting], he 
s.aid. He preached :from II Ti:r;no
thy l ·in which the apostle Paul, 
who is iiD:ptisoned, seeks 
encouragemeat during his time 
at\ need yet is abandan~d by 
most fellow .aelievers. 

. "Wf? won't even step in the 
halls and speak to · ~hose ... who 
might not support our image;' 
Brunson $.aid .. "God .save us ·for 
refusing to mi:irist.er to :minis
ters." 

Ergun C<iller, a dean at Lio
erty University . in. Lynchburg, 
Va., urged pastors not to choose 
popularity ove:r power. , . 

Jerry Falwell, ·in his first out.! 
, sidE:! engagement since being 

nospitalized in May, focused on . 
hav.ing a message, a mission, 
and a visiqn. 

Falwell, pastor of ThOmas 
' . 

Road Baptist Church in Lyncp
burg, Va., said the message for 
Baptists included-several funda
mental beliefs such as the iilspi- · 
ration and infallibility of Scrip
_ture, the deity of Christ, and the 
"substitutionary'' atoneme~t of 
Christ for all men. 

Preaching fr-om II Peter 1, 
Voddie .Baucham of Spring, 
Texas, said Southem Baptists 
".are to -b~ ready. to give a rea
·soned. response. to anyone wh~ 
asks us 'Why do you choose to 
believe the Bible?' " 

The answer, he said, is 
"because it is a reliable collection 
of historical documents seen by 
eye wrtn.esses during the lifetime 
of other eye witnesses. They 
. r.e--port to· Us' ·supema1:iara:l events, 
and those even.ts took place in. 
:fh1fil1ment of specific prophecies." 

Roy Fish,_ professor of ·evan
gelism at Sou.thwestem Baptist 
Theological S~minary in Fort 

·Worth, Texas, exhorted· pastors 
to "preach Christ." · · 

Southem . Baptists "'seem to 
be losing a .sizable portion of our 
evang-elistic passion," Fish said, 
noting pastors also can get 
caught up in defending the 
gospel rather· than preaching it. 

As Fish concluded his ser
mon, he was honored wit4 a 
video and ovation for his 40 
years as evangelism professor at 

Southwestern. Fish was pre
sented a check for $31,000, col
lected from former students and 
others in honor of him. 

Jerry Vines, pastor of First 
Baptist Ghurch of Jacksonville, 
Fla'., said true satisfaction 
~omes only from· Jesus. . 

Don Miller of Fort Worth, 
Texas, encouraged Southern 
Baptists to pray simply and 
with a tithe of their time - two 
hours and 40 mi~utes a day. 

''You must want to become a 
. ' 

prayer warrior befor~ you ever 
become one," he said. "There are 
no. instant prayer warriors." · 

:Former Alabama . Chief Jus
tice Roy Moore spoke on the 
importance of acknowl~dging 
God, even in adverse situations. 

Moore was ousted as Alaba: 
rna's highest judge in 2004 after 
refusing to remove a monument 
of the Ten Commandments he
had erected in Alaba:ina's state 

· judicial·building·in -Montgomery. 
The famed ·memorial was on dis
play in Nashville in the exhibit 
hall during the Pastors Confer
·en:ce.and SBC,annual meeting. 

Preaching from II Timothy 1, 
Alabama evangelist Junior Hill 
said anyone involved in min
istry must deal with the discour
agement of difficulties, the dan-. . 
ger of diversions, and the 
disgrace of disqualification. 

'ty'ou are head-ed for a life of 
hardness," Hill said. "Serving . , 
Jesus is a r-ather-cilifficUlt task. If · 
you haven't discovered it yet; get 
ready it is coming down your 
path." 

Officers elected 
Bryant Wright, pastor of 

Johnson's Ferry Baptist Church, 
Atlav.ta,_was elected president of 
the 2006 Pastors Conference. 
Also elected were Doug Munton, . 
pastor .of" Fir$t Baptist Church 
in O'Fallon, Ill., vice president; 
and Gary Urich, pastor of South
ern Hills Baptist Church in Boli
var, Mo, secretary. 0 -This arti
cle contains reporting by Stella 
Prather, Jennifer Rash,. Grace 
Thornton, Lisa Watson, and Erin 
Webster. 

oid 1 JitaniG' mistake, WhiHen say~ iA.,Gonveiltion sermon 
GartleC!J.ge 

ll filecorder (N.C.) 

~ .... ..a::.t· - Southern Baptists 
·remain faithful to the conseFVative 

~~~ll~nc:e to avoid making a 'Pfitanic" 
~~~e. Ken Whitten told m.essengers -his con"ention sennon at · the 
ern Baptist Convention annual 
::t.g here. 
.itten.. senior pastor of ldiewild 
rt Church in Tampa, Fla., said the 
e was thought to be unsinkable, but · 
nsinkable did the unthinkable." 

.twing analogies between Paul's 
reck in Acts- 27, the sinking of the 
e, an.d the Southern Baptist Con

~ n, Whitten said the Titanic's 
ers made the mistake of dividing 
ip into compartments_, rather than 
tg it as a unified whole. When an 
lual, family, church, or denomffia
ies to compartmentalize~ they will. 
nnise and capsize, he said. 

· Tfie «conservative resurgence" saved 
Southern. Baptists from sinking, Whitten 
said. The movement. never was about 
power, politics, or pesition, he said, bu.t 
always about integrity, about "keeping a 
denolirinational shlp afloat." 

A denomination can't have literature 
and schools and pulpits goihg 41 different 
ditections, he said. Th& "tongue in yow;. 
mouth and the tongue in your shoes" 
have to go in the right directjoa., he said, 
or else "you'll make a Titanic ~stake.'f 

Whitten said Squthern Baptist semi
naries had stopped teaching that the 
Bible was authoritative by the · lat-e 
1950s; using ~Q,oublespeak" and "holy ja,r-.... 
gon" te disguise what they 'fere _really 
teaching. "The preservation of a denomi
nation" resulted from people who recog
nized that lack Gf integrity, he said. 

The question for the current genera
tion is not inerrancy, Whitten -said, but 
«do we believe in the sUfficiency of God's 
Word?" It iS not whether the Bible IS 

inerrant and infalTible, he said, hut 
«whether we have integrity is r_elevant 
and believable." 

"Our great captain" is asking wheth_er 
we will res~ue those who are sinking and 
perishing, Whitten srud. 

In the story recounted in Acts 27, Paul 
gave four warnings, Whitten said:' warn
ings against doubting, Q.rifti:ng, discard
ing, ·and despairing. Paul had counseled -against saiJing at that time of year, but 
the captain doubted him. After running 
into a storm, the ship was left drifting 
and the erew started discarding cargo, 
food, an!i the ship's tackle. ffitimately, 
they despaired for their lives. · 

Whitten warned aga-inst the dangers 
of contemporary believers doubting God, 
drifting away from the Bible, di-scarding 
eore values and worship practices, and 
despairing of hope. To counteract the 
dangers, Paul threw out four anchors. 
Whitten said: the anchors of God's pres
e_nce, purpose, promise, and provision. 

God has used Southern Baptists to 
throw· out tho:se anchors, Whitten said, 
listing Southern Baptist authors who 
have promoted God's presence and God's 
purpose, and a roll call of SBC presidents 
and supporters who have . "held to the 

· infallibility, inerrancy, . and full plenary 
truth" of the Bible as God's promise, 
rather -than compromising just to keep 
people together. "Fd 1eather have 15,000 
people here in unity loving each other 
with one p-qn>ose in mind reaching peo
_ple for Christ than 45,000 people fighting 
each other any day," he said. 

Whitten listed evangelists and pastors 
to illustrate Southern Baptist efforts to 
declare God's provision of salvation. 

Southern Baptists might not all agre.~ 
on literature or worship style or what to 
call Sunday School, Whitten said, but 
they can agree that "God has taken a 
denomination and turned it around ... to 
rescue· the J!>erishing and care for the 
dying." 0 

> 
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+ The annual Tennessee 
Baptist Church Weekday 
Education Conference will 
be held Friday and Saturday, 
Aug. 5-6, at Hermitage Hills 
Baptist Church, Nashville. 
The conference features Willa 
Ruth Garlow, an international
ly-known speaker, teacher, and 
child specialist from Okla
homa. In addition, five age 
group conferences and 13 elec
tive conferences will be 
offered. For info~ation con
tact, Barbara Owens, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention 
staff, at 1-800-558-2090,_ ext. 
7905, (615) 371-7905, or 
bowens@tnbaptist.org. 

+ Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Cordova, will host a 
Kids' EE (Evangelism Explo
sion), Adult EE, and Hispanic 
EE Leadership Training for 
adults Monday - Friday, Aug. 
1-5. For information on Kid's 
EE visit www.kidsee.org or 
contact Kathy Lewis at (901) 
347-5479. 

+ Clinch Riv.er Baptist 
• 

Church, Lake City, held a 
. one-day revival June 12, w~th 

Morris Anderson, evangelist of 
Maryville, as speaker. F ive 
people made professions of 
faith. 

+ Fort l:ludson Baptist 
Chur ch, Dyer sburg, will 
hold its 50th annual homecom
ing service Sunday, July. 10, 
followed. by lunch at noon . A 
song service will follow at 1:30 

• 

THIS 33-MEMBER TEAM of Hermitage Hills BfJptist Church, 
Hermitage, prepare to leave for Western Europe on a 1 0-day 
mission venture. They will join other young adults from other 
churches including Hilldale Baptist Church, Clarksville, to serve 
in five countries. They are, from left, first row, Alison Akard; 
Dwight Moody, associate pastor; Erin Norris; Amanda Toorrbs; 
Belynda Rogers; and Rachel Holland; second row, Nikki· Foutch; 
Anna Wiginton; Angela Gibbons; and Courtney Graves; third row, 
Marilyn Bridger; Pat Griffin; Heather Binkley; Carolyn Fregoe; 
Ginny Stonecipher; Kathryn Riley; Courtney Fenwick; anciKatie 
Moody; back rows, Phillip Kays; Joe Graves; Lisa Moody; Mar
garet Surita; Brett Coco; Dan Newell; Angela Coco; Angela Pres
ley; Andrea Moore; Riehard Presley; Ban Carl; Ray Bass; Jason 
Horn; and Alex Stevens. They will conduct surveys, backyard 
Bible clubs, softball clinics, worship services, and plant church
es. 

p.m., featuring Blessed Assur
ance, Angela Hollowell, and 
others. 

+ First Baptist Church 
of Joelton will hold its 90th 
anniversary celebration Sun
day; July 10. A 9:30 a.m. serv
ice will feature Dean Anderson 
as speaker. The 11 a.m. service 
will feature Barry Voorhies as 
speaker. Covered dish meals 
will follow each service. For 
information, contact th e 
church office at (615) 876-
0527. 

+North Knoxville Bap
tist Church , Knoxville, will 
hold concerts on. Mondays, 

J uly 11, 18, 25, and Aug. 1. 
Performers are The Greenes, 
Triumph ant, The Whisnants, 
and Greater Vision. For more 

• 
infQrmation,-:- contact the 
church at (865) 525-8677 or 
www.mynkbc.org . 

e~~e!fs 
+ Mike Bower s of Bells 

has been called as pastor of 
Eastview Baptist Church, ---Huntingd~n. 

I + First Baptist Ch urch of 
Cleveland h as called Rob 
LaLiberte as associate minis
ter of music and wor sh ip. 
Coming to the ch urch from the 

ELEVEN MEMBERS of Walnut Grove Baptist Church, ,...,.,,.... 
served in Guadalajara, Mexico, June 4-11 . They worked 
International Mission Board missionaries distributing the S 
ture and tracts to 5, 000 homes. They saw 44 people make 
fessions of faith and 18 families request home Bible stu1 
They are, from left, kneeling, Gene Nell; second row. Mic 
Bartemus, team leader; Courtney VanGunda; Lindsay Milli 
David Haney; baok row, Matt Land; Jonathan Brin; Ashley I 
ley; Steve Haney, pastor; Julie Wallis; Kim Milligan. 

University of Mobile, Mobile, 
Ala., LaLiberte recently com
pleted his worship leadership 
degree. 

+ Jason D. Groe, pastor 
of Milan Baptist. Chw·ch, May
nar dville, received his doctor 
of ministry degree May 13 
from Luther Rice Seminary in 
Lithonia, Ga. He also holds a 
master of divinity degree from 

~ Southeastern Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary in Wake Forest, 
N:C. 

+ New Vision Church of 
Ath ens· ordained Dillard 
Sn e ed J r. to the ministry 
June 12. Sneed accepted 
Christ and was .baptized in 
2003 by the church. 

+ B e lmont Unive rsity, 

Nashville, won the Atl~ 
Sun Conferences' All-Ac 
mic Trophy June 14 for 
fourth consecutive year. 
win makes Belmont the 
school to win the award 
times. The award is g 
annually to the confer 
school with the greatest 
centage of student nth' 
earning a GPA of 3.1 
higher at the end of tbe 
demic year. Of Belmont's 
student athletes, 152 01 

per cent received Aca() 
AJJ-Conference honors 
the 2004-05 school year 
sports, sponsored by 
Atlantic Sun Conferenct 
cross-country r un:ning, 
cer, women's volleyballJ 
ketball, tennis, golf, sof 
ba~eball, and track 
field. 

NOBI'S, SB'FS graduate folies 11t1itlt Fennessee connections 
For Baptist and Reflector 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUIS
VILLE - The Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. , and New 
Orleans (La.) Baptist Theo
logical Seminary held gradua
tions recently. 

NOBTS graduated the fol
lowing students with Ten
nessee ties (the school sent 
name, current position, home 
church in most cases, and 
degree)-

Chad Crawford, youth min
ister, First Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, La. , First Bap
tist Church, Bolivar, master of 
arts in Christian education; 
Matthew Moore, North Cleve
land Baptist Church, Cleve
land, master of arts in Christ
ian education; 

Mark Murphy, First Bap
tist Church, Cleveland, mas
ter of divinity; Philip Wells, 
Clinch River Baptist Church, 
Lake City, master of divinity. 

MOORE MURPHY 

SBTS graduated the fol
lowing students with Ten
nessee ties (the school sent 
name, home church in most 
cases, and degree)-

James P. Alsup II, Belle 
Aire Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro, doctor of educa
tion; Matthew A. Brown, Cen
tral Baptist Church, Martin, 
master of divinity; Frederick 
Cardoza IT, Bethlehem Bap
tist Church, Oneida, doctor of 
education; Cheryl D. Coffman, 
Westwood Baptist Church, 
Cleveland, doctor of educa-
tion· 

' Benjamin R. Cripps, 

I mmanuel 
B aptist 
C h u r c h . , 
Lebanon, mas
ter of divinity; 
Rush Harrison 
J r., Pleasant 
H eigh ts Bap-

WELLS tist Church, 
Columbia , 
master of arls 

in Christian education; Jason 
C. Hayes, · First Baptist 
Church, Concord, Kno'Xville, 
master of divinity; 

Twyla Fagan Hernandez, 
College Grove, doctor of phi
losophy; Scott D. Hood, 
Beaver Dam Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, master of arts in 
Christian education; Erik 
Juntti, Haywood Hills Baptist 
Church, Nashville, master of 
arts in Christian education; 
Steven Kearfott, Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Cordova, doc
tor of philosophy; 

David B. Kruse, Stevens 
Street Baptist Church, 

Cookeville, master of divini
ty in Christian education; 
Gr egory S. Love, Leawood 
Bapt ist Church, Memphis, 
doctor of ministry; William 
D. Marshall, Cornerstoiie 
Community Ch urch, Jack
son, master of divinity; Mark 
S. Martin, Smoky View Bap
tist Church, Maryville, mas
ter of divinity; 

Sean E. Maxwell, Stuart 
Heigh ts Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga, bachelor of sci
ence-in biblical studies; Timo
thy J. Mercer, Gladeville Bap-· 
t ist Church , Gladeville, 
master of divinity; Christo
pher S. Mills, First Baptist 
Church, Hendersonville, mas
ter of divinity; Stephen M. 
Moore, First Baptist Church, 
Goodlettsville, master of arts 
in worship; 

Chris Morgan, Wallace 
Memorial Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, master of divinity; 
David J. Rader, Sevier 
Heights Baptist Church, 

Knoxville, bachelor of sci 
in biblical studies; Vale 
Rader, Grace Baptist Chl 
Knoxville, bachelor of sci 
in biblical studies; Ben Sh 
First Baptist Church, 
cord, Knoxville, maste 
divinity; 

Allen D. Summey, Se 
Baptist Church, Clinton, 
ter of divinity; Gary 
Thompson, Cherry M 
Baptist Church, White H 

-bachelor of atf.s; Lemu 
Wade, Glenwood Bs 
Church, Nashville, doct 
ministry; Garry S. WeavE 
West - Broadway Bt 
Church, Lenoir City, mas 
divinity; 

Stephanie R. Wee~. 
itage Baptist Church, 
son, master of music; : 
Wheelington, Bartlett 
Baptist Church, Bartlett 
tor of education; and 
Williams, Shelbyville 
Baptist Church, Shelb. 
master of djvinity. ·.J 



-15 I B&R I June 29,2005------------------- S B C· (I n n o (:1 I • meet1ng 

C, - Na~hville's 'pa·s~ion' featured _ during WMU meeting 
arcia Kno~ : . The Next Door has over 200 · · . ,.. 

· t and R'eflector .. . ...,_. ~ : 

lo\SHVILLE - Historic --Baptist Church here'has a 
;ion for Nashville as evi

....... ~..., .... by its ongoing ministry 
city and especially the 

..,. 11~~A· of Nashville, according 
speakers during the 

June 19-20 SBC Woman's 
Union missions cele
and annual meeting 

fth.a theme of"Pass on the 
- " WMU Itlenibers heard 
momes and challenges . . . 

m1ssionanes, agency 
.s, and WMU leaders along 
the trio from First Baptist 

og the two-day meeting. 
present

, ,...,, .... C was 

Frank 
Linda 
, The 
Door 

r . t .;t 1 s r y 
Ector; 
y Sum
Christian 

en's Joh 
r p s , 

~Ville; site 
inator. · 
he Next 
II)inistri 
created 

•f a pas
pe love of· 

1
:m e n , 
tse there 
=gaps in 
~, . 
· ·serv1ces 
~i . 
·~;men m 
es13ee," 

mm-

LEWIS 

LEATHERS 

volunteers who assist the 
women residents from prayer 
partners to mental health coun
selors, and the women resi
dents also take classes from the 
CWJC on life skills, GED train
ing, and computer skills among 
other~>. Both programs work 
together to .assist the women. 

In addition, the Next Door 
program provj.des Bible studies, 
personal physical fitness train
ers, other assistance, and 30-
hour a wee~ jobs as well as a 
residence. 

"We also found that 90 per
cent of the women that we 
helped were incarcerated for 
drugs, and that over 80 percent 
had been victims of abuse," 
Leathers noted. "These women 
needed more than just a band 
aide for help." · 

During the WMU annual 
meeting Leathers was present
ed -the Dellanna West O'Brien 
Leadership Award for her work 
with the ministry center. The 
award is named in honor of 
O'Brien, ·a former executive 
director .of WMU who is now 
retired. • 

Sumrall, w]?.o oversees the 
CWJC, told of more women who 
were crying out to the L_ord 
especially those who have had 
unfortunate circumstances. 

She also praised 12 "magnif.: 
icent ·mission mommas" and 
other women whd helped form 
the first CWJC in the state in 
1997. Five years later, in 2000 
when Sumrall's heart was 
called to inner city missions 
and God did ·not remove the 
passion, she took the job as the 
CW JC site coordinator. 

The CWJC moved to ·the 
to Downtown Ministry Center in 

who ~003. Now through the CWJC, 
transi- SUMRALL women are ministered to in 

g out of Tennessee, which rates as the 
eration beg~ with First 9th highest poverty area in the 

's acquisition of an United States. In Tennessee 
1ing property, (which where 14.2 million people live 
d the former Anchor in poverty 40 percent are 

for travelers and tfre women. 
ille Rescue Mission for Both the Next Door and the 
meless). CWJC are working together to 
~ wanted to facilitate a - raise up women in the city . . 
n to the physical, emo- Recently 15 women just gradu-

and spiritual needs of a ted from t he CW JC, and over 
1 in crisis equipping them 400 women have been served 
elop a life of wholeness over the years. This year alone 

so we started meeting there were 119 graduates. 
the wardens of the Lewis talked on what moti-· 

t's prisons." vates First Church to stay 
::>rding to Leathers, what downtown. 'We are motivated 
Lurch women found out by passion when we look at the 
tat once the door rolled miracles," h e explained. 
l for the women inmates Lewis told the story of the 
ve that it wasn't long "Wild Praying Women of First 
the door opened for the Church" who met in 2002- to 

1 to meet people who pray about that possible addi-
take them back into tion to the property. The 

system. women's prayer group soon 
t Church gave birth in grew from 4 to 100 women. "We 
) the Downtown Ministry knew that God was going to 
, a separate non-profit bring a miracle," he said. 
~ation designed to meet According to Lewis~ the 
eds of women in crisis. church looked at a community 
nistry Center now hous- needs assessment to start some
Next Door Ministry and thing in ministry. "We go 
'JC in the former Anchor focused, and the congregation 

prayed and sought God for the 

I 

JANET HOFFMAN, attending her final WMU annual meeting as 
president, joins with the 1,400 who attended sessions June 19-20 

CARRIE McDONNALL spoke 
during the annual meeting of 
WMU held at First Baptist 
Church, Nashville. McOoNna/1 is 
a worker for the Southern Bap
tist Convention's International 
Mission Board. Her husband, 
David, was killed in Iraq on 
March 15, 2004~ - Photos by 
Justin Veneman 

at First Baptist Church, Nashville. • 

ministry. ·We began to raise 
inoney for the purchase of .the 
building for the Ministry Center 
for Crisis. The praying group of 
women took the needed steps, 
and we witnessed a miracle 
with the formation of the Down
town Ministry Center, which 
houses the Next Door and . the 
CWJC." 

Lewis also described the 
church's ministry to the home
less through encouragement to 
those that attend from the 
Nashville Union Rescue Mis
sion. He admitted that if the 
congregation moved, he and the 
church might not deal with as 
many problems that come with 
the downtown area. 

«God called us to be here," he 
said. "Call it passion, interest, 
and anxiety: It's God's call, and 
you can do it from this steeple." 

~eaders speak 
Attendees heard words of 

challenge and encouragement 
from James Porch, executive 
dir~ctor, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention; Jerry Rankin, 
president, Infernational Mis
sion Board; and Bob Reccord, 
president,.N orth American Mis
sion Board. 

NAMB missionaries 
Arkansas missionary Diana 

Lewis shared her passion for 
those who live in poverty and 
for matching people in the pews 
with mission opportunities m 
their own back yards. 

"God has given us in 
Arkansas a passion for tliose in 
our state who are lost without a 
Savior," Lewis said. "Go&s 
desire is for all of them to know 
Him." 

West Virginia missionary 
Debbie Cannada explained how 
she and her husband, Norman, 
reach out to non-Christians, 
welcoming sinners as they are. 
"We're fishers of men," she said. 
"You catch 'em, He'll clean 'em!" 

From 1MB 
Rebekah Naylor, a mission

ary surgeon to India for more 
than 30 years, described the sat
isfaction she has ministering to 

· people through Bangalore Bap-

tist Hospital and in church 
planting. 

With almost 1.1 billion peo- for God's mission. "Stir it up 
ple,. predominantly Hindu and daily in your intimate time 
Muslim, India is the world's with Christ, and pass. it on." 
second largest nation and its New president 
largest democracy, Naylor said. Kaye Miller of Immanuel 

"God planted in· ~y heart a Baptist Church of Little Rock, 
passion for the peuple of India," Ark., was elected president of 
Naylor said. God answered _ Woman's Missionary Union 
prayer in marvelous ways, ulti- during the meeting (see addi
mately giving Naylor manage- tional story on page 18). Miller, 
ment re~ponsibility for the hos- president of the Arkansas WMU 
pi tal. In that rol.~. she fostered since 2002, is the· daughter of 
an environment where doctors Harland and Jo Willis, who 
and staff prayed regqlarly and were medical missionaries to 
shared their faith freely. Thailand. 0 - Also contributing 

' "What . is passion?" ~he to this report were Tony Cart
asked. "That for which you are ledge, William Perkins, Bill Webb, 
willing to sacrifice anything, John Lo_udatr and Charlie War
even your life. . . . Perhaps my ren. 
greatest joy comes from being a 
partner in church planting." · 

K~rean Baptists 
meet at FHBC 

Southern Baptist worker 
Carrie · McDonnall, whose hus
band, David, was slain in a ter
rorist attack in Iraq just over a . Baptist Press 
year ago, spoke of the many 
opportunities God has given 
her to glorify Him since the 
attack, wh;ich also took the lives 
of three other Southern Baptist 
humanitarian workers. · 

Acknowledging that the past 
year has been a time of "rec~v
ering physically and learning to 
live with grief," McDonnall 
emphas.ized, 'We are all called 
to glorify our Lord." 

She said she would have 
been "just fine" remajning one 
of the many "nameless, face
less" people on the WMU's . 
prayer list. But God had some
thing else in mind, she said. 
"God will be exalted ... and His 
glory will fill the whole earth." 

Final challenge 
Outgoing WMU President 

Janet Hoffnian of Farmersville, .. 
La., challenged participants to 
have a passion for missions and 
to pass it on to the next genera
tion. A passion for missions is 
always only one generation 
away from being extinguished 
or from explosive growth, she 
added. 

Hoffman urged the women 
to fan the spark in their hearts 

. NASHVILLE -A new presi
dent, executive director, and 
increased budget due to the 
purchase of a headquarters 
building were among matters 
addressed during the annual 
meeting of the Council of Kore
an Southern Baptists in Ameri
ca, held in conjunction with the 
Southern Baptist Convention's 
annual meeting. · 

More than 730 people regis
tered for the sessions at Forest 
Hills Baptist Church here. 
Some meetings also were held 
at the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention Baptist Center in 
Brentwood. 

Ki Tak Kim, pastor of Korean 
Baptist Church of Sonoma 
County, Calif. , was elected coun
cil president. Seong Bin Park, 
pastor of Korean Baptist 
Church of Memphis, was 
elected first vice president. 

During the meeting Korean 
Baptists honored Choi Chi Lee, 
outgoing executive director of 
the organization encompassing 
761 congregations and adopted 
a budget of $243,000 budget for 
2005-06, an increase of $14,000 
over last year. 0 
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See answers on page 19 

ACROSS 

1. "A stormy wind shall it" 
(Ezek. 13:11) 

5. "Jonah was gone down __ 
the sides of the ship" (Jon. 1 :5) 

9. Ration 
12. "My cup runneth " (Ps. · 

23:5) 
13. "Every one had faces" 

(Ezek. 1 :6) 
14. "A vineyard of wine" 

(lsa. 27:2) 
15. Prevent 
17. To be announced, abbr . 
18. "Nattlan ttle _prophet and 

Shimej, and " (1 Kings 1 :8) 
19. "Prince of the power of the 
__ " (Eph. 2:2) 

21. "Neither will I an offering 
at your hand" (Mal. 1:1 0) 

23. "Those virgins arose, · and 
__ their lamps" (Matt. 25:7) 

27. "The was come to the 
place of the arrow" (1 Sam._ 
20:37) 

28. Charged particles 
29. The disciple who denied Christ 
31. Interrogatory syllable 
33. "I have stretched out my hand, 

and no regarded" (Prov. 
1 :24) 0 

34. "Number all the firstborn of 
the " (Num. 3:40) 

35. Fruit drink 
36. "The children of Gad called 

·the altar "(Josh. 22:34) 
37. "But ye are a chosen genera-

tion, a priesthood" (1 Pet.. 
2:9) 

38. Colored layer of the eye 
39. "A third part shall be at the 

gate of " (2 Kings 11 :6) 
40. Decerober 31 
42. "They shall take up a _lamenta-

tion for thee, and over 
thee" (Ezek. 27:32) 

45. Cup 
46. " , even the ancient high 

places are our's in po.ssession" 
(Ezek. 36:2) 

47. Anger 
49. " , Mahalaleel, Jered" (1 

Chron. 1 :2) 
53. "Bring unto thee pure __ 

olive beaten for the lighf' (lev. 
24:2) 

54. "I went down into the garden 
of to see the fruits of the 
valley" (Song of Sol. 6:11) 

56. "He went into a city called 
__ , {luke 7:11) 

57. Sun, Sp. , 
58. Equipment 

Barbour Publishing 

59. "And came to the strong hold 
of " (2 Sam. 24:7) 

DOWN 

1 . "Thy and thy staff they 
comfort me" (Ps. 23:4) 

2. ''The serpent beguiled "(2 
Cor. 11 :3) 

3. ''The fishes that are taken in an 
evil " (Eccles. 9:12) 

4 . ''The diviners ... have told false 
__ , (Zech. 1 0:2) 

5. " they shall enter into my 
rest'' (Heb. 4:3) 

6. " by might, nor by power" 
(Zech .. 4:6) 

7. Large wind instrument 
8 . "Unto them were committed the 
__ of God" (Rom. 3:2) 

9. "Cause me to understand 
wherein I have · " (Job 6:24) 

1 0. " thou not silence'1 (Ps. 
83:1) 

11 . Blue-pencil 
16. Edge 
20. "I will it" (Philem. 19) 
22. Auto 
23. "I set him a " (Neh. 2:6) 
24. "Whither have ye made a 
__ to day" (1 Sam. 27:10) 

25. "There was no room for them 
in the " (Luke 2:7) 

26 . . ''Thou shalt no. to offer 
the first of thy ripe fruits" (Exod. 
22:29) 

30. "Ziph, and , and Bealoth" 
(Josh. 15:24) 

31. First garden 
32. "Hairs of your are all 

numbered" (Luke 12:7) 
34. "Thou shalt seek me in the 
__ "(Job 7:21) 

35. Latin expression of greeting 
37. "Ye tithe mint and and all 

manner of herbs" (Luke 11 :42) 
38. "The king's commandment 

was " (Dan. 3:22) 
39 "I am and despised" (Ps. 

119:141) 
41 . Diving bird 
42. East Asian country 
43. "Uzzah and , the sons of 

Abinadab" (2 Sam. 6:3) 
44. "That was the Lighf' 

(John 1 :9) 
48. Approximate time of arrival, 

abbr. 
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During Crossover 2005 

·Last visit pays OH for Br~dford c 
By Michael Foust 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE- It was the 

A local church, Inglewood 
Baptist, plans to conduct a fol
low-up visit with the man, who 
said his wife was also a Christ-

last house on the street, and ian. 
the last visit of the day. ~teve "He4

S lonely and he's griev
and Jeal Atwood, two Southern ing, and he wants to join his 
Baptists from Bradford, Tenn., wife someday," Steve Atwood, 
were about to experience a pastor of Mt. Pleasant Baptist 
divine appointment. in Bradford, said. 

As part of Crossover door-to- The Atwoods visited approx-
door visitation June 18, the imately 20 ho_uses on the street. 
Atwoods had combed every At one house a woman said 
house on Hillside Road in north her' son was sent to jail that 

, Nashville, planting seeds fot: morning and her whole family 
Christ but seeing no decisions needed God. At another house, 
for Christ. a woman said she was interest-

Minutes from ending their ed in hearing about Christiani
day, they knocked on one more ty but was pressed for time and 
door- this one of a 67-year-old neede~ to leave. Neither visit ' 
widower who had,lost his wife a resulted in a decision but seeds 
month earlier. were'planted. 

After Steve Atwood guided When they encountered a 
. him through the FAITH evan- house with no one home, the . 
gelistic outline, the man - Atwoods left a Bible on the 
teru:s streaming down his face doorstep. 
- prayed to receive Christ. Local media coverage of 

But the visit nearly didn't Crossover had been heavy, and 
take place ,....._ the man's address many of Nashville's residents 
wasn't on the official visitation knew ahead of time that thou
list; Earlier in the day the sands of Southern Baptists 
Atwoods felt led to sweep both were going door to door. 
sides of the street and visit One elderly lady opened the 
every house. do~r and told the Atwoods, 

"Isn't .that something?" Jeal "Y'all must · be the Baptists." 
Atwood asked~ " ... He's the last She was a Free Will Baptist 
one we talked to." ~ and had been told by her 

daught.er earlier in the d1 
'"the Southern Baptist 
everywhere." 

The Atwoods began th 
like many other Cro 
teams - with a few jitte 
butterflies . 

Before stepping ou.t 
car on their first visil 
asked, "Are you going to 
am I going to talk?• 

"Whatever you'd like,' 
responded. 

On one of their Grst 
they encountered a surp1 

"There's a major dog 
Jeal said out loud. 

They survived. 
Bill Bearden, a 77-y 

member of Inglewood E 
was the third member 
team and the driver for t 
taxiing the Atwoods arot 
neighborhood . 

A longtime Southen 
tist, Bearden jokingly ~ 
had been to every sl 
Southern Baptists hat 
held. 

"Methods change, b 
basic message of winnii 
ple to Christ hasn't ch1 
Bearden said. ".. . Go fu 
cultivate 'em and get 1 

church." 
On this day, the A1 

hoped they did all three. 

Conference reorganizes; Couey elected presid 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - The Great 
Commfssion shoiifd ~ompel ... 
Sauthern Baptists to conduct 
ministry among visually 
impaired men and women, 
Paul- Ferrara said during . a 
r~orgal!ization meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Conference of 
the Blind June 18-19 here. 

During the meeting, the con
ference elected Charles Couey, 
a master of divinity student at 
Southern Baptist Theolo~cal 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky., as 
president and Ferrara as vice 
president. Couey, who h elped 
lead the organization when it 
was active in the early 1990s, 
and Ferrara will serve on the 
conference's' constitution com
m ittee along with Randall 
Beasley. 

"The Great Commission 
commands u.s to minister to' 
blind people," said Ferrara, a 
Ph.D. student at Southern. " ... 
The Great Commission· is very 
clear: We are to teach. We are to 
preach, baptize, and do every
thing else that it says for us to 
do to make disciples of sighted 
people and of blind people." 

we oft~n can't understand," he 
said. "... He makes them the 
way He wants to make them 
for a particular reason for some 
particular work He wants them 
to do." 

Believers should feel a.n 
urgency to provide ·Braille and 
audio resources to blind people 
because maJ?.y groups advocat
ing false gospels produce a 
large quantity of Braille and 
audio resources proclai~ing 
their faith, Ferrara said . For 
example, Jehovah's Witnesses, 
Mormons, and the Unitarian 
Universalist Association all 
offer materials for the visually 
impaired, he said. 
. "If we don't-minister to blind 

people, someone else will," Fer
rara said. " ... It's not up to us to 
make S}lre that every ·blind per
son gets saved. That's not what 
God calls us to do. 

"But we need to make sure 
that the resources are avail
able in one form or another 
because it's only fair; it's only 
right that if any average indi
vidual can walk into a book~ 
store and get a resource and 
buy it and walk out in 20 sec
onds, a blind person should be 
able to do it." 

• 

'f)lind Southern Bapt" 
develop leadership 
through planning and 
pating in conference pr 
and activities. · 

• Encourage blind m 
of Southern Baptist c) 
to participate actively 
total life of their church 

• Make Southern I 
. aware of the many bli: 
sons among their churcl 
communities and en< 
Baptist leaders to make 
materials and ministrie 
able to blind individuaL 

• Offer assistance 
development and distJ 
of educational and eva; 
materials for the use c 

individuals. 
Churches need m 

who can participate ins 
ministries each week, 
said . 

Whether those memf 
"sighted or blind shoul 
no difference. But fo1 
make a diffe~nce we 
have available to 
resources. And they can 
available if we put 
enough prayer and 
effort." 0 - David Roa 

50. "I tell you ; but rather divi-

- When doing ministry among 
blind people, Christians must 
remember blindness is not 
caused by a person's sin but is 
the result of God's mysterious 
providence so that He can 
accomplish His purposes, Fer
rara said . 

In addition to electing offi
cers and forming a constitution 
committee, the conference 
adopted five objectives: 

Hymns to Sing 
CD with 21 favorite 
played specifically for co 
tional singing. $20 + $ 
Send check or monev I 

Hymns to · Sing By, P 
1002, LaVergne, TN 37( 

sion" (luke 12:51) 
51. "Meet the Lord in the " (1 

Thess. 4:17) 
52. Compass point 
55. Twelfth-grader, abbr. 

"God loves blind people and 
made them blind for purposes 

• Propose opportunities for 
fellow!hip among blind mem
bers of Southern Baptist 
churches. 

• Provide opportunities for 
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asbvill~· site. encourages several Tennesseans to aHend SBC 
could speak to them. That allows for 
"processing" by messengers, he said. 

' 

it was in Tennessee. He said he probably 
would have eventually traveled to an 
annuc;l meeting, but the location 
enabled ~ to come this year. 

Executive Board, agreed with Mathew
son. He also hasn't attended the annual 
meeting for several years and plans to 
reconsider that decision. He noted the 
summer· is such a busy time for ·church
es and families. This year he and his 
wife have a new baby. 

"I think it's real important for laypeo-
- Several Tennessee 

:>tists attended the annual meeting of 
Southern Baptist Convention last 

~k because it was held here and thus, 
Ltively close to their homes. 

and Tonda Strong of Colonial 
~hts Baptist Church, Kingsport, 
!onded the annual meeting because it 

ple to be involved in the convention. The 
more lay involvement you have the better 
the ,convention will be - the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention - because we're the 
soldiers you know," said Wayne Strong. 

"Since it was in Tennessee we wanted 
to come and see all of the inner work
ings,'' he said, referring to the denomina
tion. 

Dana Mathewson, pastor, Buffat 
Heights Baptist Church, Knoxville, said 
he attended along with his wife, Jen
nifer, becaus~ of the location and his 
participation encouraged him to begin 
attending regularly. He said he hasn't 
attended the annual meetings for some 
years. 

However, he said, "it has been a good 
week." He has renewed acquaintances 
which are 20 years old and had at least 
one serendipitous experience. While vis
iting with a ·staff member of the North 
American Mission Board, Comer 
learned the man's parents are from a 
village in Mexico where Sand Ridge 
Church serves regularly. 

within driving distance. This was 
:r fust annuarmeeting to attend. 

ayp.e, a retired accountant who 
'""'NI:t:en at.Eastman Chemical Company, 

Bria:n Smith, pastor, ValleyView Bap
tist Church, Cleveland, said "when it's 
closer it's more conducive to going." He 
broke away despite the fact the church 
was holding Vacation Bible School at the 

. same time. 
the spirit of the meeting was good, 

t like the Tennessee Baptist Conven
-" He and Tonda attend the TBC 
ual meeting and TBC Executive 
r::-d meetings; of which Tonda is a 
::tber. 

Earl Farris, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Georgetown, and Richard Bray, 
pastor, First Baptist Church,. Woodbury, 
both said the close location of the ·SBC 
annual meeting led them to atte~d. 

He benefited from renewing m~ny 
acquaintances at the meeting and mak
ing connectiqns with· people. "I plan to 
come again," said Mathewson. 

Comer also said he believes .Nashville 
is a great site for the SBC annual meet
ing. People in general are drawn to 
Nashville as a tourist site and Southern 
Baptists are drawn because of all of the 
SBC offices and entities located here, he 
said. 0 

[e was glad motions were made fol
d by a period of time before anyone 

Layman Rot! Stallings of First Bap
tist Church, Bolivar, attended the annu
al meeting and brought his family since 

Marty CoiJ?.er, pastor, Sand Ridge 
Baptist Church, Lexington, and member 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention , 

ae Weeks 
st Press 

ASHVILLE - For·Tim Hill, 
.... .t.t.'iew at the Tennessee State 

~ounds could be described 
E _ word - heavenly. 
'liis is kind of a microcosm of 

we've- got [in Tennessee]," 
Elitl, a.B·ethnic church start
oecialist with the Tennessee 
.st Conve~tion. 'We've got a 
·Africans, 

His-
1 c s ' 
gees , 
tians, 

East-

heaven- is 
to be 

HILL 

international festival 
He.tto:red by the Nashville Bap-
11-t::::~.ssociation and Tennessee 

11-"'f,Jt Convention was one of 
100 evangelistic events 
June 18 · as part of 

>vet Nashville, the evan
thrust precedipg each 

year's Southern Baptist Conven
tion annual meeting. Six other 
Baptist associations along with 
the North American Mission 
Board and Life Way · Christian 
Resources· also were Crossover 
sponsors. 

Within a 40-mile radius of 
downtown Nashville,. Crossover 
events, including· block parties, 
street evangelism, sports clinics, 
neighborhood prayerwalking, 
and door-to-door visitation, were 
conducted by nearly 10,000 vol:-

. unteers from hundreds of South
ern Baptist churches across the 
country. _. · 

More than 2,$00 professions 
of faith in €hrist have been 
recorded as a result of the 
Crossover efforts, according to 
records submi.tted by 80 of the 
100 venues .reporting to the 
Nashville Baptist Association 
office by June .19 along with 
reports from the door-to-door 
Crossover thrust initiated by 
SBC President Bobby Welch. 

The international festival , in 
the fairgrounds' Vaughan Build
ing, featured cultural exhibits 
by about a dozen ethnic groups 

.H. RIDER Karl Plankenhorn of First Baptist Church at the 
Lakeland, Fla., gives a ride to Sylema, 12, a resident at the 
·ood campus of Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes on 
'1. He was one of. several FAITH riders who gave rides to 
residents. FAITH riders were in the area for Crossover 

'-' held prior to the SBC. - Photo by Bob Carey 

as well as musical and folk 
dance performances in native 
regalia and international cui
·sine. The festival, which attract
ed more than 3,000 people, also 
included a free bag of groceries 
as well as free haircuts and 
hand massages. 

"All of them have worked 
together in spite of language dif
ferences and cultural differ
ences to put this on," Hill said of 
the volunteers, "and I'm real 
proud of them." 

More importantly, Hjll said, 
the highlight of -the festival was 
marked by more than 100 pro
fessions of faith in Christ 
recorded during the fol.rr-ho1:1r 
event. --

In east Nashville, the vision 
for a new church· start was 
birthed as approximately 80 
professions of faith in Christ 
were recorded . during a three
hour block party at Eastland 
Baptist Church co-hosted by vol
unteers from Brentwood Baptist 
Church south of Nashville. 

Activities for the 300-plus 
registered guests included musi
cal concerts, interpretative 
dance, art displays from South 
Africa, Brazil, and Indonesia, 
sack races and hula hoop_compe-

PASTOR CHRIS ROYALTY of 24 Church, Pleasant View, visits 
with . Donald Battiato and family memb_ers at the church's block 
party held June 18 as part of Crossover 2005. More than 600 peo
ple attended the event hosted by a congregation that is just six 
months old. - Photo by Lonnie Wilkey 

titions, as well as free food and 
refreshments. 

Tony Riggin~, a church plant
in,g nuss10nary with the 
Nashville Baptist Association, 

• 
said the· block party marked the 
first outreach efforts for the new 
Eastland Community Church, 
which plans to launch worship 
services for its multi-ethnic con
gregation Sept. 18 on the East
land Baptist Church campus. 

"It was beautiful to see," Hig
gins said of local residents, both 
young and old, from neighboring 
white, black, and Hispanic com
munities fellowshiping together. 

Saturday also marked the 
end of a weeklong street wit
nessing outreach by NAMB's 

• 
Inner City Evangelism (ICE) 
teams. About 20 ICE team mem
bers from Georgia, Tennessee, 
illinois, Kansas, Texas, West Vir-

. gm1a, and North Carolina . 
walked the streets of Nashville 
sharing the gospel June 13-18. 

Victor Benavides, coordinator 
of NAMB's Inner City Evange
lism efforts, said 716 professions 
of faith were recorded in commu
nities near Shelby Avenue Bap
tist Church and the· Church of 
the Messiah on LaFayette Street. 

THOMAS BUSH of Grace Baptist Church, Tullahoma, ministered 

For Mary Donegan, Woman's 
Missionary Union director at 
Old New Hope Baptist Church 
in Fairview, Tenn. , Crossover 
helped mobilize about 20 people, 
ages 5 to 80, in their small 
church for ministry. 'We told 
them we were giving this to 
show: the love of Jesus becaus~ 
He gave His all for US1" Donegan 
said. ·June 18 by changing the oil at a Crossover event held at First Bap

tist Church, Nashville. He was one of several from .his church who 
checked out fluid levels in cars while also sharing the gospel. -
Photo by John Swain 

"We had a blast. The Spirit 
was there. It was awesome. There 
were some seeds planted." 0 
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Tennessee leads 
in number of 
SBC messengers 
Baptist .Press 

tion to construct displays, never 
before has a large portion of 
such a display been eatable. But 
the exhibit built by Southwest
ern Baptist Theological Semi
nary in Fort Worth, Texas, was 

• constructed mostly of 25 pound 
NASHVILLE Tennessee bags of rice - 300 of them. 

Baptists sent the largest num- Southwestern erected a 10' x 
her of messenger s, 1,955 accord- 20' display booth resembling a 
ing to unofficial totals, of th e U.S. Army specia l operations 
11,641 who register ed for th e base camp. The booth was built 
June 21-22 Southern Baptis t with materials such as camou
Convention's annual meeting flage netting, rough-cut lumber 
here. poles, ammo cans, and sancL-

Other leading states, accord- bags. The theme for the booth 
ing to unofficial totals, were demonstrated that Southwest
Georgia, with 1,021 messengers; ern Seminary is training men 
Kentucky, 989; Alabama, 857; and women to take the gospel to 
North Carolina, 814; Florida, places in the world where it has 
686; Mississippi, 671; . South never been heard before, or 
Carolina, 579; and Texas, 519. ''behind the lines." 

The number of messengers Greg Tomlin and Brent 
regist ering online was 9,225, Thompson, Southwestern's staff 
according to the unofficial members, led a team that 
totals, with 7,407 of those regis- designed the booth in-house. 
trants_present in Nashville. The team estimated that the 

A total of 4,976 churches booth would require about 300 
were represented, according to sandbags for it to have an 
the unofficial totals. authentic look. 

Last year's registration total "As we were ·drawing up 
in Indianapolis was 8,600. plans for the booth it occurred to 

SBC Registration Secretary. u s that, instead of putting .sand 
Jim Wells said official totals for in the sandbags, we would fill 
the 2005 convention will be the bags with rice. Then, after 
av.ailable in mid-July o the SBC annual -meeting, we 

could donate the rice to the 

Seminary donate$ 
ri1e to Nashville 
Res1ue Mission 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - While it is 
common for exhibit<_?rs at ·each 
year's Southern Baptist Conven.: 

·Nashville Rescue Mission,'' Tom-
- lin said. · . 

The. seminary purchased all 
the rice it ·needed - 7,500 
pounds-through Riceland 
Foods of Stuttgart, Ark. Then· it 
purchased 300 new, but empty, 
sandbags from a bag manufac
turer in California that supplies 
the U.S. Army. Inside each 

Tennessee teens serve. as SBC pages 
()f the 17 sac pages serving this year at the sac annual meet
ing, six were from Tennessee. They were, from left, first row, 
Morgan Smalley, First Baptist Church, Bolivar; Dani Westerman, 
National Acteen Panelist, Sylvia Baptist Church, Dickson; and 
Jenni Claggett, State Acteen Panelist, Parkers Creek Baptist 
Church, Bon Aqua; back row, Sarah Ginn, State Acteen Panelist, 
First Church, Bolivar.; Alex Reynolds, First Baptist Church, 
Greeneville; and Micah Doty, First Baptist Church, White Pine. 

Buses provided tor LifeWay by 

Carpenter Bus Sales 
Franklin, TN • ~ince 1953 

1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 

green, Army-issue sandbag used 
to construct the low walls of the 
exhibit was a 25-pound bag of 
high-quality rice. 

When the SBC annual meet
ing drew to a close June 22, 
Tomlin and his team divided the 
rice from the walls of the display 
booth to be distributed to the 
Nashville Rescue Mission, the 
Union Rescue Mission in Little 
Rock , Ark. , and the Un~on 
Gospel Mission in Fort Worth. 

As they drove home from 
Nashville, they stopped by the 
rescue missio11s to drop off 100 
25-pound bags of rice in each 
location . 

"We hope to show that at the 
heart of Southwestern Semi-· 
nary's educational mission is 
providing for people's deepest 
and most immediate needs. Of 
course, t he people who eat the 
rice will be hungry again physi
cally, but our mission is to offer 
them Christ in order to satisfy 
their spiritual hunger forever." 

Rader Walker is the execu
tive director of the Nashville 
Rescue Mission which, accord
ing to its web site, served 
452,134 meals and provided 
194,516 nights of lodging to the 
Nashville homeless population 
in 2004. 

"For the first time in the his- Miller has · served u pr 
tory of WMU, an MK [mission- d~nt of Arkausa WMU 
ary kid) has been elected to ·2002 and is the direeto1 
serve as pregjdent of national - Acteens and Youth on Miaaio 
WMU,., Lee said. mru is an Immanuel Buptis t Chw 
auxiliary of the Southern Bap- Little Rock, Ark. 
tist Convention. ~ r ecognized and thar 

Kaye Miller of Little Rock, Hoffman for the 13 ye.ars 
Ark., was served on the WMU exen 
elected to sue- board , having been a vice p 
ceed J anet dent and recording . eere 
Hoffman of before ~erving as presiden1 
Farmerville , the past five years. , 

MILLER -

La. , as nation
al WMU presi
dent during 
the WMU mis-
sion celebra-
tion and annu

al meeting June 19-20 at First 
Baptist Church in Nashville .. 

With nearly 1,400 in atten
dance, participants at the annu
al WMU event were challenged 
and inspired to grow closer in 
their relationship with Christ 
and to pass on their passion for 
miSSIOnS. 

Miller brings a lifetime of 
missions experiences to her 
new role as the 21st president 
of natienal WMU. She grew up 
in Thailand where her par
ents, Harlan and Jo Willis, 
served as medical missionar
ies for more than 20 years. 

1-

-

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
Pastor position. Harrison Av
Baptist Church, 1125 Har 
Ave., Harrison, OH 45030, ( 
367-6020. Please send re~ 
through Sept: 30, 2005 01 

the number above for Info 
tion . 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Needed: multi-audio cas 
tape duplicating machlm 
ministry to blind and low ' 
persons. Contact Bev Smo 
at tbe Tennessee Baptist 
vention, (615) 371-2044. 

"The Nashville Rescue Mis
sion is excited, to benefit from 
the generosity of Southwestern 
Seminary/Walker s~d. "Rice is 
always something we can use in ·, MINISTRY - POSITIONS 
serving more than 450,000 Trinity Baptist Church, Bolivar, 
meals this year tu N~shville's Tenn., is searching for a pianist 
poor, hungry, and homeless. We and a music director. If you feel 
greatly appreciate Southwest- God leading you to us, please· 
ern Seminary reaching out to contact pastor Charles J eter at 
help minister to.the needs ofQur (731) 658-2593. Or you may 
city's needy." 0 ---- ~end your resume to Trinity Bap

MINISTRY - COMBINA'I' 
·Full-time minister of admln 
tion and education needed. 
resume to Dr. Mike She 
Bellevue Baptis t Chun:h, 
Highway 70 S , Nashvflle, 
37221 or for furthet Qe\1.\\t 
Don Magee at (615) 782·~ 
~ul Webb (615) 646-271 1 

MK is new 
WMU president 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE Woman's 
_Missionary Union Executive 
Director Wanda S. Lee intro
duced the newly· elected presi
dent of national WMU and 
expressed appreciation for 
Southern Baptists' support of 
North American and interna
tional missionaries during her 
report to the South!3rn Baptist 
Convention here June 21. 

Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Summer Special 

2 night weekend, $225.00 
r 

4 weeknights, $430.00 Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good 5-261hru 8-6 

(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 

Me_dical Mission 
Trip Opportunity 

Forest Hills Baptist Church in 
Nashville is sponsoring a 
medical mission trip to Kenya, 
Oct. 8-19. We still have space 
for a doctor and a pharmacist. 
Pleas e e-mail Ted Holmes at 
tholmes@fhbc.org for more 
information. 

tist Church c/o Search Commit
tee, P.O. Box 41, Bolivar, TN 
38008. 

MINISTRY 
Spiritual formation and ministry 
coordinator: mature minister expe
rienced as pastor, consultant, and 
lay leader seeks bivocational posi
tion in a middle Tennessee church. 
Prefer responsibility for organizing 
and guiding volunteer workers in 
church organization ar:td mission 
ministries. E-mail murchmin@
aol.com. 

-
MINISTRY - STUf)ENT 

Union Baptist Church, Lexing
ton, Tenn., is accepting resumes 
for a part-time youth pastor. 
Please send to Aaron Arm
strong, 330 Union Church Rd., 
Lexington, TN 38351 or e-mail to 
ubcchesterfleld@ netscape.com. 

MINISTRY - CHILDREN 
Valley Grove Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, Te nn., is accepting 
r.esumes for a full-time associate 
pastor for children. Send resume 
to VGBC, Attn. Kim Spangler, 
9000 Old Sevierville Pike, 
Knoxville, TN 37920 

~~~~ 

Calvary Baptist Church, Tusca
loosa, Ala. , is accepting resumes 
for preschooVchildren's minister. 
Send resume to Calvary Baptist 
Church, 1121 Paul Bryant Dr., 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 . 

. .!. •••• ~ ..... • • • • 
· Minister of students/recr 
responsible for approxir 
1 oo s tudents, 6th grac 
lege/coordinating recr 
'activities. Four year di 
seminary preferred. Must I 
passion for soul-winning a 
cipleship of students. 
resume to FBC Mt. Olive 
Mt. Olive Rd. , Mt. Oli 
3511 7, Attn. D. Alford or h 
family@ bellsouth. net. 

• • • • ............ 
The First Baptist Churc~ 
dridge, has a position o 
for a minis ter of educatl 
outreach. We are seekl 
experienced seminarian 
heart for growing and eqi 

. a loving, miss ion 
munity of believers. Pleas 
resume to the attentl 
Eugene Dunn, First 
Church, · P.O. Box 246 
dridge, TN 37725, fax (86 
2330. . 

MINISTRY - MUSI 
First Baptist Churc 
Hinesville , Ga., is ao 
resumes to fill a full-time 
of music position. R 
sibilities include plannll! 
dinating, training, imrMn 
and evaluating a compf8 
music and media minlslr} 
interested s hould send a 
to First Baptist 
Hinesville, Attn. Musk: 
Search Committee, : 
Washington Ave., Hlnel' 
31313. 
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:1---- , book-review 
... 

Ferguson 
' • . . ' 

_,r,,..,,,"' God in Unexpected Places, 
Revised atfd Updated 

by Philip Yancey, Waterbrook Press, 2005 
' 

j is all around us. Revealing Himself constantly. If 
..ISt learn to see Him. 
9 tend t0 see what we are lo·oking for," writes author 
Yancey in this 2005 revision of his 19.95 book Find

in Unexpected Places. And, Yancey, who is ·an 
tful author, finds God almost evecywhere he looks. 
::,he purports that God is present everywhere and 
t ne'ed to make Him visible - to learn to x:ecpgnize 
.:lrselves and to learn to point Him out to others. 

book' is a compilation of 49 thought provoking 
:z, .... .., on various locations in which Yancey has discov

;}o'd including - Ground Zero - where we ali 
r d caring about ourselves." In fact, the events of 
ober 11, 2001, caused Yancey to revise and update 
~k. 

r 2001 the world chru1ged so much Yancey states 
the need for a revision. "In 1995 the economy was 

Lg, the Cold War was a fast-receding memory, and 
nited States stood virtually unchallenged," he 
"Now everyone who goes thiough an. airport secu
e or opens a suspicious-looking envelope kri.ows 

world has changed. Fear now reigns." So Yancey 
1d nine chapters that no Jonger seemed pertinent 

'cte~tt 14 - including an entire section on "Finding 
"the Rubble." . 

succeeds in finding God in very unlikely :places 
'tlaata slum, a Chicago health club, at a meeting of 
;y International, on a weekend retreat with 20· r:« Musliins, in the prisons of Peru and Chile and 

. a&es ~ South Africa, in~ the plays of Shakespeare, 
leh more. . 
~me of'Yancey's ponderings, it's not so much where 
-but where God seems not to be because we're 
:ing; we're not listening. For-example, in our choice 
ftainment. In .a chapter entitled. ''Big Nanny is 
l.g," Yancey looks at the value our society places on 
wment. EveJiYbody has heard the concerns over 
.-ther" in reference to our government and what 

don't know about us. In contrast, big nanny is 
~!.r;~IV On for pleasure ... for entertainment. AldOllS 
warned against this subtle enemy in his book 

World. Huxley pr~dicted in 1930 that people 
py trad,e away t:heir freedom and autonomy fpr a 
•gy that pr6mises comfort, safety, . and amuse
ould that be television? Especially, reality TV? 
~Y asks "How close are we to a brave new society?" 

the following characteristics of a brave new sod
we're pretty close. A Brave New Society: 

' ".LI"'" defects in ·human personality (think cloning, 
ugery); simplifies morality- only two principles 
- kindness an.d tolerance (think politically cor- · 
lves problems through technology; and elevates 

above all other values (consi<;ler what 
are paid vs. star athletes and movie stars). 

states that the average American family 
ou., ..... hours of television a day. In John. Ortberg's 

·vr. .. 've Always Wanted, he says if Jesus were alive 
~'d challenge us not to fast so much from food as 
·<>m ali the noise that disttacts us - especially 
:1. - and keeps us from thinking about things 
•r"'r. He believes that we should train ourselves in 
='~""' of self-control and limit our television view-

in doing so, we might find God in an unex
ace. 0 - Ferguson is a correspondent for the Sap-
reflector. • 

• 

Livi n9 .free 
By Michael Adams adopt a position of license. Legalism 

views every act, habit, thought, or 
·Focal Passage: I Corinthians type of behavior as "black or white." 

8:9-13; 9:19-27 Legali~m liv_es by rules Father than 
Our world has Ion~ suffered from spiritual revelation. License adopts 

a gap between what we are capable the opposite extreme. License has 
of doing and what is the right thing mostly white, little grey, and no 
to do. Recently we learned that in black. Either of these positions con
the area of embryonic stem cell cerning Christian freedom has 
research, the technology is present potential to provide a stumbling·. 
to produce new bone structure and block for the unsaved or weaker 
skin tissue. This technique provides Christian and brother. Paul's specif
hope to those :who have been para- ic flashpoint for this consideration 
lyzed by crippling' accidents. How was the practice of eating meat 
far does one use available knowl- offered to idols. The language of~his 
edge to solve current problems? passage suggests tbat being a stum
Where is the line between our abili- bling block is not only the act of 
ty and responsibility? I:n today's placing a trap before these who are 
world we can track the presence of weak, but also becoming an out-

• any· individual by the use of an right obstacle. The problem is not 
implanted transponder. Sounds like the practice of eating meat but the 
a great idea for sex offenders, pris- resulting influence. 
oners who skip parole, or children In I Corinthians 9:19-23 Paul 
lost in the woods. But what if the reminds us that our freedom can 
transponder . wa~ required to be make us a humble slave. Realizing 
placed in every infant and had to that he was free from all men, Paul 
remain until death? There has willingly be·came a slave to others 
always been tension; what mankind . so that he might win SOJile. Here 
knows, has the knowledg~ to do, Paul shares a litany of backgrounds 
and the moral right to do.. Paul that could provide a stumbling 
explores the proper use of freedom block to him. The reader should 
in I Corinthians 8 and 9. In this keep in mind Paul's rich heritage of 
passage he reveals three aspects of b~ing of the tribe of Benjamin, 
living the liberated Christian life. being strictly raised as a Pharisee, 

< • 

In I Corinthians 8:9-13 Paul coming from a good family, having 
warns that our freedom can make outstanding educational creden
us a stumbling block to others. Two tials, and being a Roman citizen. 
common extremes are often present Paul willingly surrendered all of 
when considering the doubtful mat- these "rights" to influence those 
ters of the Christian life. On one who might have clung to these 
hand there are those who adopt a rights. One should be reminded that 
position of legalism, and on the Christ taught, No greater love has a 

• other hand there are those . who man than to lay down his life for his 
- . . 

Sundoy $ch""J Leuo11 
Family Bible 5arie:s 

July3 
friends: As Jesus gave away His life, 
Paul gave away his freedom for the 
purpose of leading others to the 
source of life and freedom. 

Paul closes the lesson text with 
the truth that our freedom can 
make us a success. Liberty is not 
given so that the Christian may live 
without discipline or accountability. 
Paul now uses one of his classic ath
letic images. Just outside of Corinth 
was the Isthmian Plain which was 
the right of athletic competition 
that held as much importance dur
ing that time as the Olympics. The 
term to describe competing was 
"agonizomai" where we get our 
word "agony." The prize for winning 
was the "stephanos" or crown made 
of wild olive, parsley, wild celery, 
and sometimes pine. While this is a 
coiTliptible crown, as Christians we 
run for an incorruptible crown. Our 
success is not in finishing first; our 
success is found when we run with
out disqualifications. Accomplishing. 
disciplined freedom ·that leads to 
rightful success is to give our bodies 
a black eye or to give the flesh the 
"knockout" blow as the buffet 
(hupopiazo) suggests. We must also 
make our lives a slave as the Greek 
"doulagoges" renders. The key to 
this level of freedom, the SU<(cessful 
level, is dying to self and running 
life's race with Jesus' resurrection 
life. 0 - Adams is pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Lexington. 

Declaring universal· accountability 

• 

By Brad Shockley 

Focal Passage: Ezekiel25:1~4a, 
15, 17; 26:2-3; 28:2, 5 

We are so blessed to be citizens 
of the United States of America! 
What began as a "great experi
ment" in democracy over 200 years 
ago, has become the greatest suc
cess story - as far as the history 
of kingdoms, countries, and 
nations goes -of all time. U nfor
tunately, however, we live in an 
age of pluralism, radical tolerance, 
and relativism where it is politi
cally incorrect to . elevate our 
nation's unmatche~ success over 
another .. The "pc police" can · hunt 
me down and arrest me if they 
want: the United States of Ameri-, 

ca is the best there is! Unquestion
ably, our nation's superiority can 
be attributed to a sin.gle viz:tue: it's 
founding upon biblical principles 
and values. -

Ezekiel chapters 25-32 read like 
a to-do list of prophecies . against 
the peoples and kingdoms sur
roundkg Judah that had rejected 
the principles of God's Word and 
wronged His chosen people, the 
Israelites. To deny, resist, or rebel 
against the ways of God is to assure 
failure and, ultimately, judgment. 
So just as the last lesson pro
claimed the individual's responsi
bility before God, t:his one declares 
the same for all nations and people 
groups. 

Universal accountability should 
be a no:brainer for all Christians, 

particularly Southern Baptis~s, yet 
I've had folks in my own congrega
tion (they are in yours too) express 
an erroneous view that could be 
called "practical universilism." .. 
When the pastor preaches there is 
no other name under he(Lven that 
has been given among men by 
which we ·must be saved (Acts 4:12) 
they shout "Amen!" But in their 
Sunday School class they say, "I just 
don't believe God will send anyone 
who didn't have opportunity to hear 
the gospel to hell." Once again, 

' 

· SunJay School W::isDn 

Ixplore th8 BibJa 
July· 3 

and it is! - the call for mission& is 
urgent. Every day tens of thou
sands are leaving this life to spend 
an eternity separated from God in 
the next. We are living in the 
·eleventh hour of God's plan for 
mankind and the stroke of mid
_night is imminent. 

I confess, t~ough. So often the human reason attempts to handle 
the mysterious ways of God and 
falls short. 

A lengthy discussion on what 
the Bible has to say about such a 
weighty matter is not within the 
scope of a 600 word article. Still, it 
would do us well to consider the 
implications if it is true. If God, in 
the end, is going to let those who 
never heard of Jesus into heaven or 
give them a second chance,. why are 
we expending mi11ions of dollars 
and sending thousands of mission
aries to remote people groups? 

· cares of ministry, family, and life in · 
general distract me from focusing 
on the call for missions. It's so easy 
to neglect things far removed from 
the comforts of my home, one 
tucked safely within the hedge of a 
rural community. 

. Wouldn't it be better to avoid evan
gelizing the hidden heathen at all 
costs? I'll let you mminate on that 
for a while. 

The apostle Paul made it plain, 
For since the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have been 
clearly seen, being understood 
through wha~ has been made, so 
that they are without excuse 
(Romans 1:20). Now if that is true-

But if I am going to have a heart 
like Christ's, there must be a spa
cious place reserved in it for every 
tribe, tongue, people, and nation 
(Revelation 5:9). 

This July 4 we celebrate Inde
pendence Day, the day we became 
free as a nation. As we celebrate, 
let's remember a more glorious day 
of independence, the day we were 
set free from the t)rranny of sin and 
death- For. ... Christ -Jesus has set 
you free from the law of sin and of 
death (Romans 8:2). And let's zeal
ously and unashamedly carry the 
good news of our freedom in Christ 
to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). 0 
- Shockley is pastor of Cedar Hill 
Baptist Church, Cedar Hill. 
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Tennesseans enioy 5 
annual· ·~neeting 

. . . . . CLARENCE STEWART of White House, left, retired partnership 
M~MBERS ~F BUC':fANAN_ Bapt1~t Chu~ch, Buchanan: VISit the Ex~ibtt Hall. They are, from left, director for the TBC, visits with James Talley, retired pastor, Bat 
Richard Rebmson; Bailey Smith, Jamce Sm1th, . Nathan Sm1th, Joe Ed Smith, pastor; and Danny Robert- . Baptist Church, Springfield. 
son. 

..s: -
IN PHOTO-rO LEFT, Jeff Putman, pastor, Liberty 

Grove Baptist Church, Loretta, stands with his 

THE STALLINGS FAMILY of First Baptist Church, Bol(var, 
attended the annual meeting. They are, from left, Ron. deacon of 
the church; Cady; Lisa, wife; Ari, in stroller; and Caleb. 

family, Anna, his wife, Hun.ter, and Hanna. · 

IN PHOTO ABOVE, the Imperials sing for lis
teners from a stage located next to the Gaylord 
Entertainment Center. The music was provided 
by Life-Way Christian Resources, Nashville. 

JAMES PIERCE II AND Ill attended 
the sac annual meeting. James 
Pierce II, lett, serves as pastor of a 
church in Lexington, Ky. He s,tands 
with his wife, Hilda, and his son, 
James· Pierce Ill, pastor, Towering 
Oaks Baptist Church, Greeneville. 

VICKIE ANDERSON, right, of Tennessee WMU staff, visits ADAM HALL, retired Baptist Collegiate 
with Judy Scott of Smith Springs Baptist Church, Nashville. director, UT - Martin, stands with his wifs, 
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