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C_P gifts 
in steady 

- After 
of the current 

year, gifts from Ten­
Baptist Convention 

,es through the Cooper­
»rogram remain slight­

of last year's pace. 
July churches gave 

, 745. For the year-to­
~C churches have sent 
p,602 in CP gilts, up 
~5, or 1.31 percent 
of last year. CP gifts 
e $27,464 or 0.10 per­

t ead of budget needs. 
are excited that our 

have continued to 
during th~ 

moDths,'' said James· 
TBC executive · direc-
'e are optimistic that 
:urches will help us 
;u CP budget this year 
!first time since 2000~" l 
d.O 

;-.._ 

' 1., 

ll· Day set 
ug. 21 

"ld Reflector -
' 

1TWOOD- Tennessee 
burches still have time 
free copies of the Aug. 

of the Baptist and 

y, Aug. 21, is set aside 
.endar of the Tennessee 
~onvention as Baptist 
ctor Day. 
Baptist and Reflector 
valuable resource and 

churches," observed 
nnie Wilkey. 
t and Reflector Day 

an opporhl.nity for 
introduce their con-

to their Baptist state 
r, he added. 

members of TBC 
come from a non-Bap­
round. "The B&R can 
t an educational tool in 
to its news role," 

served. 
laptist and Reflector 
tell the story of Ten­
ptists and we welcome 
lers to our family of 
·s ... the editor noted. 
~r freE> copies, call 1-
)90, ext. 2003: fax the 
)age 8 to (615) 371-
}-mail Susie Edwards 
is®tnbaptist. org. 
'adline for ordering 
is Aug. 11.0 

Yet 60 percent have 'insuHicient tim.e' 

Pastors view their Own fGmUies· as 1 healthy' 
Baptist Press strongly believe this); 91 per­

.. eent feel there is ertra pres­
NASHVILLE - Pastors see sure being the child of a min­

their own families as fairly ister (inc~uding 46 percent . 
· healthy, though they believe who strongly hold t:qis 

their job I)leans they don't spend belief); and 88 percent 
enough time wi~h their families believe churchgoers often 
and there are unreasonable expect pa8tors' f:;tmilies to be 
expectations connect~d with . 1letter than" other people's 
being the spouse or child of a families. In all three cases, 
minister, according to a new Southern · Baptist ministers 
study conducted for Life Way are _particularly likely to per­
Christian Resources of the ceive extra pressure on their 
Southern Baptist Convention. families. 

The study, which utilized a Six out of 10 ministers say 
representative national sample their role as a pa~tor leaves · 
of 870 senior pastors, showed them with insufficient time 
eight out of 10 pastors are cur- for their families. Only 18 
rently on their first marriage, · percent say the amount of 
while another 12 percent are time they get to spend with 
divorced and remarried.' Ninety- · . their spouse is at extremely 
three percent have children, healthy levels while 10 per­
including 43 percent who have cent said the same about the 
adolescents and 50 percent who · amount of time they get to · 

Senior pastor survey results 

Church-goers often expect 
pastors' families to be "better than" 
other p_eople's families 

There is extra pressure being 
the child of a minister 

.~--------------

-
_ There is extra pressure being 

marfted to a minister 

have only children. 18 or older. spend with their children. health of their fall!_ily unit at a 5 percent say pastors' families in 
general in their denoniinatio~ 
are extremely healthy, while 
another 26 perce~t rate it as a~-

Fourteen percent are carry- Even so, when. asked to rate and another 54 percent give it a 
ing on a famjly tradition - the health of their relationship 4 rating. Ministers who have 
being the child of a minister. · with their spotlse on a scale of 1 been divorced report a less 

Conducted by Ellison to 5, 47 percent ofpastors give it healthy relationship with their In fact, the average minister 
says 23 percent of the other 
Prot~§tant ministers they know 
are having significant problems· 
with their spouse or marriage 
and 27 percent are having sig­
nificant problems with their 
children. 

Research of Phoenix and pub- the highest possible rating -(a 5), children and the health of their 
lished in the July/August issu~ while another 39 percent rate it family unit lower than do other 
of LifeWay's Facts & Trends at a 4. Similarly, 44 percent of pastors. 
magazine, the survey revealed ministers rate the health of ' Although pastors see th(f 
that 93 percent of all pastors their relationship with their health of their own families in a 
believe there is extra pressure children at a 5, and another 42 positive light, they ·often per­
being' married to a minister percent rate it at a 4. Overall, 26 ceive problems with families of 
(incfuding 54 percent who. percent of pastors rate the other clergy members. Just 3 - See Pastors, page 4 

HOlston churches minister to-Appalachian Trail hikers · 
By Marcia Knox 
Baptist and Refl(!ctor 

ERWIN - Holston Baptist 
Associat~on Appalachian Trail 
Ministry recently spansored 
their first event of the 2005 hik-
ing year with a free pancak-e 
breakfast for through-hikers on 
the 2,1.60 mile trail, according to 
director of missions Tal :Thomp-
son. 

Around 12 volunteers from 
Clear Branch Baptist Chur~h, 
Calvary Baptist Church, and 
Ninth Street Baptist Church, all 
in Erwin, Gooked breakfast for 
35 hikers from a portable cook-

- ing unit at Indian-Grave Gap on 
the trail. 

Under the direction of" Bill 
Ponder, pastor of Clear Branch 
Church, the cooking station was 
set up and a complete breakfast 

SERVING BREAKFAST to Appalachian Trail hikers are pastors 
David Crutchfield, left. _Calvary Baptist Church, and Bill Ponder, 
Clear Branch Baptist Church, both in Erwin. 

was served to the hikers. Terry motivated," the DOM said. 
Haynes, a member of Clear According to Thompson, the 
Branch Church, provided· the Appalachian Trail runs from 
portable co9king unit. Georgia to Maine. Through-hik­

Also assisting with the min- ers, or hikers who hike. through 
istry was David Crutchfie1d;· to the end of the trail, start early 
pastor of Calvary Church. "You in the spring to make the long 
would be amazed how open folks hike. There are also local hikers, 
are when you share the love of who may hike a half a day, a day, 
Christ with them over a stack of or se.veral days. Local hiking 
hot-cakes, sausage,~ eggs, and clubs maintain shelters along 
orange juice," said Crutchfield. the trail for hikers to camp. 

"The trail ministry started, ·"The trail runs from Springer 
because of Ponder's avid hiking Mountain, Ga. , to Mount 
.interest," said Thompson. Katahdin, Maine," said Ponder. 
. Besides serving meals, Pon- "Around 2,000 people travel 
der provides emergency help the trail each year. It winds 
and first aide for the hikers, bot- through the Smoky Mountains 
tled water on the trail in c;ooler~, and then near us, and Erwin has 
and spiritual literature. become known as a trail town ." 

"Hikers are very open to According t o Ponder, Indian 
engage in conversations, and they Grave Gap is about nine miles 
listen to your witness on spiritual out of Erwin, which is on the line 
matters . They are educated ~d between Tennessee and North 
very thoughtful people." Carolina. Because ofth~long sec­

"Our trail ministry is begin- tions of the trail, there is a natu­
ning to gnw, and more Holston ral drop on the trail near the gap 
Association churches are inter- area. This area gets the bulk of 
ested in helping. Our association the hikers. The trail min istry has 
comes along side tbis ministry been going for at least two years. 
and encourages otliers to get - See Holston, page 3 
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J,OOO churches 
commit to Acts J :B 
Challenge 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - More 
than 1,000 Southern B'aptist 
churches, including 59 from 
Tennessee, have committed to 
a new SBC missions initiative 
designed to help them imple­
ment a comprehensive missions 
strategy involving their commu­
nity, region, continent, and the 
world . • 

La-pnched in May 2004, the 
Acts 1:8 Challenge is a simple 
call for SBC churches to move to 
a new level of missions commit­
ment by cooperating· with their . 
local Baptist association, their 
state convention, the North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB), and International Mis­
sion Board (1MB). 

Churches· accepting the chal­
lenge commit to eight "King­
dom-growing" responses as they 
work to intentionally carry out 
Acts 1:8: to prepare, learn, pray, 
give, ·go, tell, send, and multiply. 

Nate Adams, author of the 
2i>05 Baptist doctrine stuqy 
focusing on Acts 1:8, said the 
strength of the challenge is that 
it provides structure . for a 
church's missions efforts.-

"The Acts 1:8 Challenge is 
becoming what many of us 
hoped it would - a single, sim­
plified missions message that 
every church can understand,. 
and a strategic, biblical missions 
model that every church ~an 
embrace," said Adams, vice.pres~ 
ident of th~ mission mobiliz~­
tion group at NAMB. 

(Acts 1:8 is the New Testa­
ment passage in which Christ 
instructs His followers to carry 

. the Gospel to "Jerusalem, Judea, 
S.amaria, and the ends of the 
earth." In the Acts 1:8 Chal­
lenge, the four realms corre­
spond to the local community, 
the state, the nation, and the 
world.) 

For more information, call 1-
800-4ACTS18 (1-800-422-8718). 
c:J 

Mission trip 
turns deadly 
Baptist Press 

NEW ALBMN, Miss. - A 
miSSIOn to Honduras turned 
deadly July 26 when the brakes 
failed on a vehicle carryirig vol­
unteers down a steep mountain 
hill, killing one and injuring at 
least 15 in the ensuing crash. 

The volunteers were part of a 
group of 20 - including 
teenagers, college students, and 
~dults - from First Baptist 
Chb.rch here. 

"They took large amounts of 
medical supplies with them, and 
they y.rere there to do as much as 
they could with medical work 
and dental work and whatever 
there was a need for," Paul Size­
more, student minister at FBC 
New Albany, told Baptist Press. 

national I state news 

"They were going there to do 
Bible . distribution, Vacation 
Bible School, construction, vari­
ous things that were needed." 

The person killed was Ron 
Feather, a local dentist. 

The church's pastor, Malcolm 
Pinion, was on the trip and was 
ministering to those involved, 
Sizemore said. • 

He encouraged Southern 
Baptists to pray for the individ~ 
uals who were injured and for 
the .F~ather fami1y. c:J 

~ 

Rick W•rren 
laments SIC 
decision on BWA 
By Trennis Henderson 
Western Rec9rder (Ky.) 

BIRMINGHAM, England 
~ 

Affirming that Baptists from 
around the world can "have 
unity without uniformity," Rick 
Warren t9ld reporters at the 
Baptist World Alliance's cente­
nary congress that the with­
drawal of Southern Baptists 
from BWA was a "silly" mistake. 

about beliefs. This one needs to 
be about behavior .... We've had 
a Reformation; what we need . 
now is a transformation." a 

Colley elected 
BWA president 
Associated Baptist Press 

BIRMINGliAM, England 
Delegates to the Baptist World 
Centenary Congress July 30 
elected a British Baptist as their 
president. 

Meeting here, Baptists from 
around the world unanimously 
elected as president David Cof­
fey, currently general secretary 
of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain. 

"To experience the love and 
trust of the global family is over-, 
whelming, and I now seek the 
anointing ·of the Holy Spirit for 
'the ministry that awaits me," 
Coffey told delegates at the 
business session of the Baptist 
World Alliance. 

In outlining values that will 
shape his presidency, he 
affirmed belief in the gospel, the 
church, and worship that inter­
sects real-world issues of peace 
and justice. 

Missionaries 
satte, boost 
Baptist Press 

RICHMOND - So• 
Baptist missionary Gr 
Brown doesn 't mind dr 
$250 for a stuffed guin 
and $700 for a vase made 
"certified mamm9th tusk. 

Brown's no mindless s} 

it's her way of giving to tl 
tie Moon Christmas'Offer .... 
International Missions . • 
recent annual meeti»gs o 
national Mission BoQid " 
in West Africa and Cenb 
Eastern Europe, missic 
shelled out hundreds of 
for cans of root beer, 
puffs, and other items ' 
tions raising money fQ 
year's Lottie Moon offerill 

A bag of Cheetos cou 
you as much as $300. ll 
Africa, one missional') 
$1,20(} for four cans of D 
per. 

Coffey affirmed his commit­
ment as a "Great Commission 

diversity. and celebrate our Christian" _ one dedicated to 

uniW. ty." . k ak the principle that every Baptist 

"God has called us to enjoy 
and feP.owship with each other 
and work together. We're all in 
this together," he said, adding 
Baptists can "celebr ate our 

"We decided beforeha 
amount of our offering an 
oughly enjoyed choosing ' 
bid on in the auction, 
Brown, who wanted to tak 
the big box of oatmeal em 
(another missionary got 
"We are so grateful for thE 
Moon Christmas Offering. 

arren a eynote spe er · . . · d d 
· ' - · · IS a nuss1onary - an un er-

'during the July 27-31 .Bapti~t scored the need to follow 

Missionaries in Centr 
Eastern Europe region 
$77,000 at their auction 

World Centenary C.ongress In 
Birmingham, England, is pastor 
of Saddleback Community 
Church in Lake Forest, Calif., 
and author of the international 
best-selling book,- Tb.e Purpose 
Driven Life. 

During a 
July 28 press 
confe-rence , 
Warren 
addressed. a ,. 
question about 
last .year's 
decision by the 
Southern Bap­
tist Conven­
tion., the largest 

WARREN 

. BWA member, to withdraw 
membership and funding from 
BWA. "I think that was a mis­
take," he said flatly. "When the 
Southern Baptists pulled out 

Christ's example as a sei"Vant. tering their previous Tel 

"Too often, the world is more $50,000. West Africa v 
aware of what the church is .Used about $52,000 a 
against than what it is for, and meeting in Ghana - an t 
this · is np strategy for winning nnss10nary regional 
lost people to Jesus C~st," he · Randy Arnett said wa1 
said. "We need to be more like than enough to put a nE 
Jesus, to earn the reputation of sionary on the field it 

· being friends to sinners, and to • region. 
give ours-elves in sacrificial serv- So where do missiona 
ice for· a broken world." that kind of money? 
, As a part of that witness, Cof- Hammer, regional 

fey stressed the need for unity Central and Eastern 
amcng Christians. · pointed out that many 

"Unity is a gospel imperative, saye for the entire year 
and disunity is always a major like crazy at the Lottie 
hindrance to evangelism," he "It's just a fun way 
said. c:J he said. "If they don't 

SBC missionary 
killed in llebrasu 

item they want, they 
money anyway." 

funding, my wife and I wrote a Baptist Press 
check for $25;ooo to BWA. 

The event has be 
popular in the region 
has kind of "taken on 1 

its own," he added. In~ 
to the live auction, missi 
also can bid on hund. 
items in a silent aucti 
£urn in their money to f 
folks standing by with 
to calculate every cent 

"I see absolutely zero reason 
m separa.ting my fellowship 
from anybody," he declared. Not­
ing he' has theological differ­
ences with many of the diverse 
denominations that invite him 
to speak, Warren added; "That 
doesn't stop me from fellowship­
ping with them." 

When he heard of the SBC's 
withdrawal, he added, "I 
thought, 'This is silly! Why 
would we separate ourselves 
from brothers and sisters in the 
world?'" 

Warning that Baptists often 
are "known for what we're 
against rather than what we're 
for," Warren said, "I am praying 
for a second reformation of the 
church" that will focus more on 
deeds than words." 

"The first Reformation was 

NORFOLK, Neb. - Veteran 
Southern Baptist missionary 
Dennis Hampton, 56, was killed 
m an automobile accident 
Thursday July 28. His 15-year­
old son, Joel, was riding in the 
car at the time of the accident 
but was treated and released 
from the hospital. 

Hampton was a featured 
Southern Baptist missionary 
this summer in LifeWay Christ­
ian Resources' Vacation Bible 
School materials. 

He retired in April as a mis­
sionary jointly. funded by the 
North American Mission Board 
and Kansas-Nebraska Conven­
tion of Southern Baptists, serv­
ing as coordinator of the Sand­
hi11s Baptist Association. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Elaine, and four children. a 

ed. a 

Oops! 
There was a typaJ 

cal error in the sto11 
County layman 'jiiD 
missions" in the .Ju 
issue. 

The phone numiMr 
on page 9 was incoJ'I'tl 
correct number is CIIJ 
4858. 

The B&R staff r 
, any confusion this • 

caused. CJ - Lordf' 
editor 
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~~ MK_to serve as WMU president 

._Kaye Miller brings unique perspective to WMU presidency 
. . ~ 

· rlie Warren 
t Press .. -· .,.. 

:TTLE ROCK, Ark. - Kaye 
m ... .. . . ~r is American by birth, but 

more Thai than Ameri­
~hile growing up. She has 
ted well to American cui­
but it wasn't always easy. 

· s why the new national 
:;an's Missionary Union 
dent has a passion for help­
qissionaries discover ways 

.,....... .. a.'p their missionary kids 
) adjust to life in the Unit­

, p:ttes. 
MU's first MK president 
:has a passion for WMU 
and for inspiring girls and 

m to get excited about mis-

number one question 
onaries ask me when they 

u~_ ..... 'ut I'm a missionary kid. is 
·an they help their children 
~ better," said Miller, !l 
rer of Immanuel Baptist 
...-h here. "I really hope I can 

f«l::.t ur missionaries help their 
' . 
en adjust:" 
.ny MKs adjust well and 

=·......,. r:-oduetive, effective Christ­
~lhi-l ,.-~s. Others rebel or never 
11es p~dl: o~ adj';lsting to life 

En ca. 
RS wive a hard time," 
· said. "I want to figure out 
we can do to prevent that. 

~t:=:::l nssionary kid, you have no 
Where do you get roar~ 

got married in Brown­
aD~ ~Texas, because that's 

!my parents were on fur­
·~~~-, i ·Where do you settle 

"Where do you go when it's 
' day at college when 

arents can't come or when 
lt.JI~ ~e else 'on campus is gone 

iu are there?Youjusthave 
ts. That contributes a lot 
· MKs just kind of float." -
ler was 6 when her par­

and Jo Willis, went 
. . . 

as m1ss1onanes. 
two years were in 

ok while her parents were 
ruage school. 

. ' 

"Thai is a really hard lan­
gUage to read and 'write, ~o they 
had to go for two years," Miller 
said. "Then Dad had to take 
Thai medical boards in Thai, 
writing and talking, so he could 
get a medical license to practice. 
He's really smart, so he passed." 

She and her two sisters and 
their younger brother picked up 
the language almost effortlessly, 

"We picked up Thai really 
quickly," slie recalled, noting 
that she translated for her par­
ents until they mastered it. 
"Kids pick up the language so 
much easier. than adults do." 

After two years in Bangkok, 
the family moved to a remote 
village. At the time, their car 
was the only one around. Now 
it's a booming town. 

"Thai kids were my play­
mates. We were the only Ameri~ 
can family," Miller said, "We 
spokE? Thai all day . . . . It really 
is my heart language." 

They followed Thai customs~ 
such as taking off their shoes 
before entering their home. Fur­
loughs to the U.S. were difficult. 

"We didn't really want to 
come," she said. 

As a child, Miller didn't know 
her grandparents or aunts and 
uncles. "We only saw them a cou­
ple of times when we were on· 
furlough [every four years]." 

Attending school in America 
was tough because she didn't fit 
in. ''I came home for fifth grade 
and lOth grade. Fifth grade 
wasn't quite as hard, but when 
you come home and are put into a 
high school ~etting with kids you­
don't know, it's really hard. We 
just wanted to get back home." 

In Thailand, Miller was 
homeschooled until the seventh 
grade, then she attended the 
international school in 
Bangkok, living in the Baptist 
hostel from the eighth through 
12th grades. She saw her par­
ents once every three or four 
months because the trip includ­
ed a train ride and a long car 

ston churches minister ••• 
1tinued from page· 1 · 
png gets in the blood," 
.~..... "It's so peaceful on 

....... ill. A lot of people are 
' to find themselves on 
r.e." Ponder knows since 
s been hiking for 25 
and involved for five 

.,._,in the Holston Associa­
inistry. 
:ler became interested 
ing years ago when a 

.... "..J ~r friend decided to do a 
• .._ h hike on the trail after 

• I iend left his church. 
-llater Ponder saw his 

coming through again 
trail leading a group of 

• a.- l the path. 
don't have to hike to be 

lfthis ministry," Ponder 
-1 "Some people create 

. .. - . agic by leaving packets 

of cookies, literature, and bot­
tles of water for the hikers. 
The hikers refer to these peo­
pleas trail angels." 

Ponder's ministry includes 
taking hikers to hotels, restau­
rants, towns, and helping 
them. "Anything that one can 
do to minister to them and 
meet their needs helps the 
hikers, and then I witness to 
them about the Lord. 

In addition to meeting their 
needs, Ponder also gives out 
his card to the hikers for them 
to call him when they c001e 
back through the trail. "People 
always need rides to town, who 
are on the trail." 

"There are at least three 
churches that are close to the 
trail by their location, and peo­
ple need help." a 

KAYE MILLER addressed 
members of Womans Mission­
ary Union shortly after her elec­
tion at First Baptist Church, 
Nashville, in June. 

journey over poor roads. 
"By the time you reach 11th 

or 12th grade, you. are used to 
being independent," she said, 
noting how difficult it was for 

' her parents. "That h as given me 
such insight into how to pray for 
our missionaries. It's hard to let 
your child go." 

Miller was less than excited 
about attending Baylor Univ~r­
sity. ~I wanted to stay and go to 
the- University of Thailand," she 
recotinted. "Schdol at Ba~lor was 
not hard but being away from 
Thailand and adjusting to 
American customs was hard." 

A WMU woman in Waco, 
Texas, teok Miller unger her 
wing, helped her get a car, 51 
b~ acco~t; buy stylish Amer­
ican clothes and get acclimated 
' . 
to America and a local .church. 
· ·"She wa::; a key in helping me 
adjust," Miller said, and it gave 
her a strong appreciation for 
·WMU. 

Still, she often felt lonely and 
homesick for Thailand. A letter 
home took two weeks to get 
there and two weeks more to get 

a response. Today, MKs have e­
mail to stay in touch daily. 

"' think a lot of MKs are dis­
illusioned with Baptist life," she 
reflected. "A lot of MKs· don't 
even go to Baptist churches. 
They go to other denominations 
or they don't go at all." When 
MKs have worshiped God with 
other believers under a palm 
tree, she said, they get frustrat­
ed when they sense American 
Christians care more about the 
building than about true wor­
ship. 

"That just turns them off 
basically, so they head a differ­
ent direction. It's sort of a rebel­
lion thing. I'd really like to help 
MKs thrQugh this. That is one 
group of kids that everyone h~s 
overlooked. They have such 
potential for winning the worl~ 
for the Lord. They've been on the 
field. They sense that urgency 
and that passion, I know they dp 
in their hearts." 

Miller said WMU was exactly 
what she needed to keep her 
involved in church life. . 

"It gave me the opportunity 
to teach and to do a variety of 
things,': she said. "J?n:i hoping 
that's something WMU can pick 
up on is how can we use this 
group of people. It's an untapped 
resource we have for winning 
the world for the Lord." 

Miller finished Baylor and 
completed nursl.ng school in 
Dallas. She met Mark Miller on 
a blind date. He had become a 
Christian while a student at the 
University of Arkansas, where . 
he was quarterback · for the 
Razorbacks. He joined Universi­
ty Baptist Church of Fayet­
teville. 

"He jumped right in there 
and has been Jleavily involved 
ever since," she said. "He is a 
wonderful~ wonderful Christian 
man." . 

After tlleir marriage, they 
moved to J4ttle Rock where they · 
raised three daughters and a 
son. She worked part-time in 

I 

recovery at Children's .Hospital, 
but has given that up to allow 
time for her WMU work. 

"I miss it," she said. "' love 
being_ a nurse. It has afforded 
me a way to show care for people 
and share my faith easily. You 
have a captive person lying in 
the bed." 

She has been involved in all 
levels of WMU work at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
directing Girls in Action for 
nearly 20 years, then Acteens 
and Youth on Mission. She, was 
elected state WMO president in 
2002, which automatically made 
her a national WMU vice presi­
dent. 

Bylaws state she can serve 
• concurrently as state and 

national WMU president for six 
months. Miller was due to step 
down next year anyway, so a 
nominating committee is 

· already in place to find a new 
state president. 

Two years ago, Janet Hoff­
man, Miller's predecessor as 
national president, appointed · 
her to serve on the Vision 2010 
Task Force charged to discover 
God's dream of what WMU 
would look like in 2010. The 
t ask force report encouraged 
diversity and partnering with 
others for the cause of missions. 
It encouraged intergenerational 
le.arning and experiential inis­
sions in local churches. It urged 
WMU to use cutting-edge tech­
nology to communicate mis­
sions, to produce premier mis­
sions r esources to r each 
emerging and expanding audi­
ences· and to maintain a strong 
financial base and focus 
resources to further the WMU 
ID.lSSlOn. 

"Those are the things God 
gave us," Miller said. "We want­
ed to paint the broad strokes. 
Other committees will flesh that 
out." 0 - Warren is editor of 
Arkansas Baptisf News. He is a 
former associate editor of the 
Baptist and Reflector. 

. 

Builders bless · church not once, but twice 
Baptist and Reflector 

LURAY - A Tennessee Baptist 
church has benefited from Constructors 
for Christ not once, but twice. 

Three years ago a team from Con­
structors for Christ, an organization 
based in Georgia which involves volun­
teer workers from all over the south­
east, constructed a sanctuary for Mid­
dlefork Road Baptist Church here. 

carb.eir prim~ mission is to build 
new church starts which is what they 

CONSTRUCTORS FOR CHRIST, a volunteer group 
based in Georgia, recently provided an addition to Mid­
dlefork Road Baptist Church in Luray. The group had 
built the church's sanctuary three years ago. 

did for us three years ago," said Kyle Morris, pas­
tor of Middlefork Road Church . 

"Only once in 30 years have they returned to 
build an addition to an existing church, until 
now," he added. 

Morris noted the church had found "ourselves 

l. in desperate need of nursery and Sunday School 
space" in three years. "Constr.1ctors for Christ 

I
, returned to help us build a 7 ,500-square-foot 

educational building," he said. 

In five weeks the volunteers completed 
most of the building, Morris said. He noted 
there is still some "finishing touches" on the 
inside and brick work on the outside to be 
completed. 

Morris and the church are appreciative of the 
efforts from the volunteer organization. "They do 
it for the glory of God," Morris observed. 

He ·said the congrega!.ion hopes to be using its 
new space by early fall. 0 

.. 
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Brentwood young adults help 1 paintthe town1 in 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Thirty-two 
young adults from Kairos, a 
mid-week worship gathering at 
Brentwood Ba ptist Church, 
traveled to New York City in 
late July to help paint a middle 
school in the Bronx. 

The team was part of Paint 
the Town, a summer-long effort 
to paint metro-area schools coor­
dinated by New Hope New York, 
a ministry th at has been work­
ing on the ground in New York 
City following Sept. 11, 2001. 

"Wade Middle School 117 in 
the Bronx had not been painted 
since '1937," said Cathy Patter­
son, Kairos dir ector and trip 
leader. 

"These young adults took a 
week off -from their jobs, trav­
eled to 'New York, and worked 
for eight hours a day painting 
and serving in this middle 
school. 

"It was all a wonderful expe­
rience. A t eam of seven worked 
on the 16 foot outdoor mural, 
th e team painting th e class-

YOUNG ADULTS from the Kairos worship gathering from Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood, 
painted this ~~we Stand Still" mural on the all-purpose athletic court outside Wade Middle School 117 
in the Bronx, New York. - -

rooms 'Wrote Scriptures on every 
doorway and then pamted and 
prayed over each rooin and sev­
eral team worked an inrier-city 
VBS. Overall, 32 kids made pro­
fessions of faith during the 
week," Patterson said. • 

"Brentwood Baptist Church is 
committed to missions," said 
Mike Glenn, Brentwood Baptist 
senior pastor. "This team in New 
York is an example of that com­
mitment and we are excited to 
see how God leads us through 

other missions' partnerships in 
our community, around the coun­
try; and throughout the world." 

Kairos meets every Tuesday 
night (with a break during the 
month of July) at Brentwood 
Baptis t Church. It begins 

again Aug. 2 nt 7 p.m. 
For more informatioo 

the Kairos web ait 
www.kairosnash,Tille.com. 

MINISTRY - PASTO 
Poplar Heights Baptist Cht 
Jackson, Tenn., is nQW ace 
resumes for senior 'J)aSt< 
further information 
www.poplarheights.com. 1 
e-mail resume 
phbc@ lwol.com or mall to 
Search Committee, ! 
Heights Baptist Church, 
Hollywood Dr., Jacksor 
38305. 

+~.)+ 

First Baptist Church, M~ 
Tenn., is now accepting re. 
for a full-time pastor P< 
Please send resumes to 
terey First Baptist Churc1 
North Chestnut St., Mo 
TN 38574. Post to the a~ 
of Sonny Gilpatrick. 

Pastors vieY~ their ·~Yin .families QS 1 healthy' ••• 

Fairview Baptist Church ot 
Tenn., is seeking a full-tim 
tor. Age 35 to 50; mart . 
years experience, strong 
em Baptist backgrouhd, 
nary graduata. Contac 
Woold~idge, 190 Forest 
Buchanan, TN 3822.2, e-t 
jimava@ charter. net. 

.- Continued from page 1 . 
With all of the extra pressure 

on pastors' families and the lim­
itations on the time pastors get 
to spend with their families, 61 
percent of ministers believe 
strongly that if there were a cri­
sis in their family, they would 
receive the necessary support ­
from their church . Another 33 
percent feel only somewhat con­
fident they would get the sup­
port they need, while 6 percent 
felt no confidence their church 
would support them in a family 
CD SlS. 

. Among other findings in the 
survey: 

• Only 3 percent of senior 
pastors have never been mar­
ried. Among the 14 percent who 
have been divorced, 12 percent 
have since remarried, while 2 
percent remam unmarried. 

' 

Three percent have been wid­
owed, with 2 percent having 
r emarried and 1 percent 
remaining unmarried . . 

• Almost nine out of 10 evan-, 
gelical ministers are on their 
first marriage (88 percent), with . 
3 percent widowed, · 8 percent 
divorced, and only -1 percent 
n.ever married. 

-• Just 8 percent of ministers 
- h ave no children at all. 

• Southern Baptists an9. Pen­
tecostals particularly feel th at 
"Churchgoers often expect pas­
tors' families to be 'better than' 
other people's families." 

Ron Sellers, president of Elli­
son Research, commented that 
it would be unwise to figure the 
small proportion 9f · pastors 
reporting very unhealthy family 
situations means all is well 
among the clergy. 

"Even though only 5 percent 
, of.._ pastors report a very , 
unhealthy relationship with 
their spouse, that means there 
are over 10,000 individual pas­
tors with serious marital prob­
lems right now," Sellers com­
mented. "In fact, the study 
projeCts that ~round.~,000 sen­
ior pastors natianwide - to say 
nothing of associate ministers or 
otlier staff in Protestant church­
es, nor of those who h ave left the 
minis~ry because of these issues 
- recognize that they have seri­
ous family problems right now." 

r 

·To tn.e best ~f our knowli§dg·e ~n 
aGfs 1ft tne Baptist and RefleafQT; 
represent legitimate companies 
and offerings. However, one 
shoulti always use cautiQn -in 
responding to ads. 

The sample of 870 Protestant 
mini~ters, which included only· 
those who are actively leading 
churches, is accurate to within 
plus or minus 3.2 percentage 
pointe, according to Ellison 
J;tese~ch. The s tudy was con­
ducted in all 50 states, using a 
representative sam:ple of pas­
tors-from all Protestant denQmi-

•••••••••••• • • • • 
~hort Creek Baptist Chl 
Christiana, Tenn., is see 
bivocational pastor. Sene 
me to 7111 Hoover G~ 
Christiana, TN 37037. nations. 0 • 

., 

CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH WORKSHt 
There will be a 16 hour Conversational English Work~ 
on August 26 to ~.B. 2005 at the Smithville First Ba 
Church, 101 W Church St., Smithville, TN 37166; telep~ 
(615) 597-4275. The times for this workshop will be 
6 - 9 pm, Saturday 8:30 am - 5:30 pm, and Sunday 1 -
pm. In order to receive certification for the workshop 
dees must attend all sessions. The workshop will be le 
Anne, Literacy Mission Consultant, Nashville. There 
$20 registration fee. To register contact Carol Alburg (~ 
761-5285 (home); Sue SiffOrd (615) 597-6386. For addH 
al information please contact the Tennessee Baptist~ 
vention at 800-558-2090 or go to www.tnbaptist.org Nev 
Events Or e-mail thill @tnbaptist.org. The deadlinl 
August 19, 2005. 

~~~~tYay hasthesolutionl 

A 1 S.passenger mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards: 
• 15 P11 $ 1l' 
• Cenllr Allll 
•Lftfftl .. 
·~IIIII 

CamP-O .. Gliilt 
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ring b~d·get planning, remember staff, CP 
,/ 

onnie Wilkey, editor 

ust is the time of year 
nany churches across the 
Fe beginning to plan their 

dgets. 
never served on a · 

:finance or stewardship 
H;ee and I hope it stays 
t.y until the Lord calls me 

agine that serving on a 
iship committee is like 
1[1 editor - no one is ever 
'LOO percent of the time. 
;.rardship committees 
:1e seemingly impossible 
determining how to .best 
ts financial resources -
~g to please a congre­
IVith varied inte:vests and 
~bout how the money 
be spent. 
rnittees which do their 
no doubt realize it is not 

oney -they are doling out 
Q.d's money. 

0 hUrch members, however, 
have strong feelings about how 

. the money should be allocated 
and they should. No one wants 
to see God's money mismanaged 

· or used unwisely. At the same 
time, however, what may be a 
significant ministry for one per­
son may be insignificant to 
someone else. 

I am a member of a wonder­
ful church that does a good job 
with its b_udget. Do I agree with 
every smgle budgeted item? No, 
but I must realize that everyone 
may not agtee with me on the 
items I deem wo~hy. We all 
need to remember . that the 

• 
church budget is not about "me 
or what I want." Instead, it is . 
about using the church's 
resources to · do ministry that 
brings glory and honor to God. 

The budget belongs to God, 
not u.s. He entrusts us to use the 
resources He gives us wisely. 

As budgets are planned for 
·2006, remember your pas,to:r, 
mjnisters, and church staffs. 

I grew up in a small country. 
church. When I speak in church­
es I joke that I didn't know 
churches had multiple ministers 
until I was in college. I tell them 

that I grew up in a church that 
only had a pastor and we didn't 
pay him much. Unfortunately, 
that is the mindset many 
churches have today. 

We expect our pastors and 
church staff to be "miracle work­
ers," yet we want to pay them , 
"pauper'~ wages." 

Ministers and staffs know 
they could make more ~oney in · 
the secular workplace. They 
choose to work in .churches and 
denominations because of a 
sense of calling. Yet, the reality 
is they have to pay the same 
price for bread and milk and a 
gallon of gas as anyone else: 

As budgets allow, give your 
ministers and suppox:t staffs 
salary increases. Make sure 
they are adequately compensat­
ed so they can take care 'or their 
families. 

Also, make ~ point to give to 
missions,' not only locally, but in 
Tennessee and around the 
world. The best vehicle for this 
is the Cooperative Program. 

Some.churches over the years 
have cut their CP giving so_ tQ.ey 
can do "more" at home. Others 
feel they can do missions ·inter­
natipn~ly on their own. No one 

church ~ do what 3,000 Ten­
nessee Baptist churches or 
42,000-plus Southern Baptist 
churches can do. collectively. 

If we are to reach Tennessee, 
- our nation, and our world with 
the goodnews of Jesus Christ, we 
can do it more effectively togeth­
er. Make an effort to increase 
your church's gifts through the 
Cooperative Program in 2006. At · 
the same time, continue to give 
generously to your local Baptist 
association. I truly believe no_ 
church can give "too much" for 
missions, evangelism, and other 
prionties .. The truth is "we can 
never give enough." 

Allocate funds in your budget 
for educational materials -
Sunday School, discipleship, etc. 
From a "selfish" perspective, I 
encourage churches to send the 
Baptist and Re{lecto1· to as many 
meJllbers as possible. The B&R • will· help inform members of the 
needs in Tennessee and around 
the world. 

Every church will have tough 
decisions to make. May each 
church seek God's direction and 
will before the first penny is 
allocated. After all, it :ls His 
·mop.ey. 0 

the · best of times, everything's nOt perfect 

J_ohnnie Godwin . 
• 

IU wait for perfect condi­
ou wilf never g~t any­
one" (Ecclesiastes 11:4, 
t my age and stage of 
r come to realize that 
the best of times every­
't perfect. 

.ck Warren shared in an 
kr recently, he used to 
~ had its peaks and its 
- highs and lows at sep­
;imes. He said he's 

his mind and decided 
1 is a parallel track of 
.... n., and bad things · at 
le time. He illustrated 
;aying the year his Pur­
ven Life book reached 

in sales was the same 
; wife was diagnosed 
tcer. He had elation and 
;he same time. 
true that, "There is a 
everything, a season for 
ctivity under heaven" 
tstes 3:1, NLB). But 
1e same time frame, we 
ver those who're dying 
e have joy over those 
orn. We grieve over 
in the same time frame 
oying a wedding. 
tint here is to encqurage 
me not to \vait for per­
:titions before we live 

even while we alter­
re \\~ith sadness or grief. 
r truly is the day the 

made, and our faith 
! is to rejoice and be 

glad in it (Ps.;ilin 118:24). 
- Some people judge a day by 
its weather, and weather seldom 
gets perfect or stays that way for 
long. Often, when I openly say 
good things about the weather 
of a day or a season, others dis­
agree and tell me what another 
season they prefer. 

If we're ·not careful, we'll 
adopt that same negative stance 
about all the seasons of life. 
We'll be yearning and waiting 
for future happiness to come 
when we get to some point in 
our lives. In doing that, we may 
miss God's joy that comes into 
the Christian's heart· and stays 
there despite all circumstances. 

In other w9rds, choose joy in 
choos~g Christ. He taught us 
that we would have trouble in 
the world; but He comforted us 
by telling us to take heart, have 
peace, and that He had over­
come th~ wor1d (John 16:33). 
The Crucified One's name is not 
Pollyanna; it is Jesus, which 
means Savior or Deliverer. 

Grief isn't a stranger to you 
and me, but grief is never a wel­
come guest either. He visits us 
from time to time and some­
times comes and stays until 
death. But even while the 
unwelcome visitor. is present in 
our lives, joy in Christ can and 
shoul<i be present too. Some­
times we think of grief only as 
death. but "valley of death" can 
also be translated "valley of sor­
row" (Psalm 23:4). Whatever 
kind of grief we have, we need 
not fear: we can have God's com­
fort. 

The song says, "Wonderful 
grace of Jesus, greater than all 
mv sin."' The truth also is, "Won­
derful grace of Jesus, greater 

than all my grief." He gives us 
grace to endure the worst Satan 
and circumstances can deal to 
us in this life. He provides us 
with peace that passes under­
standing. His faithful promise is 
that the darkness of death is the 
entry way to the sunrise of res­
urrection and the fulfillment of 
eternal life. 

A church's self-image may 
not match what the pastor sees 
in it. Chances are, he .sees peo­
ple who have suffered much 
grief and disappointment in life; 
yet, he also sees people who 
don't lose their joy or their 
smile - people who keep on 
keeping on with love for our 
Lord and for one another; peo­
ple with compassion and caring 
ministry. 

What h~ sees is good and can 
become even better within God's 
calling and will. -Loving pastors 
encourage church members to 

rem{lin faithful and keep · on 
working ·to please God (see I 
Thessalonians 4:1-3). He 
assures them · from God's Word 
and personal expe,rience that 
God will .keep His promises, 
bless them, and reward them. 

Finally; if a chu.11ch has an 
interim pastor -like me- he'll 

• agree that the· pastorless church 
needs a pastor, needs more offer­
ings, needs more members of all 
ages, and has other great needs. 

In God's time, the ·faithful 
church· will see those needs ful­
filled. But, in the meantime, a 
church can't afford to wait until 
everything is perfect to live with 
joy and do what it can with what 
it has in God's grace anq 
strength. 0 - Copyright 2005 by 
Johnnie · C. Godwin, who wel­
comes ·your sharings - even 
though things may not be just 
right for you - via johnniegod­
win@ com.cast. net. 

"The Hannony Committee meeting has been 
cancelled. We couldn't agree on a time." 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
Cumberland Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, is searching for a part­
time minister of youth. Please 
send resume to jeff@cumber­
landbaptist.org ·or 5600 Western 
Ave. , Knoxville, TN 37921 . 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Lynn Garden Baptist Church, is 
currently seeking a full-time min­
ister of youth and assistant to the 
pastor. Please send resume to 
Personnel Committee Chairman, 
Lynn Garden Baptist Church, 
301 May Ave., Kingsport, TN 
37665. 

MINISTRY - ·CHILDREN 
Minister of children desired for 
birth through 5th grade, includ­
ing !l day care program. Require­
ments include a seminary 
degree, strong organization and 
ministry experience in both pre­
school and child~en's ministry. 
Send resume to F(?C Mt. Olive, 
3200 Mt. Olive Rd., Mt. Olive, AL 
3511 7, Att. Children's Minister 
Search Committee. 

••• • <f! • •••••• . ..- . . 
Church is seeking person to fill 
the full:-time position of minister 
of childhood education. Minimum 
of two years experience in full­
time children's ministry and 
bachelor's degree required. 
Send resume to Search Com­
mittee, First Baptist Church, 701 
South Main St. , Jonesboro, AR 
72401. 

MINISTRY - EDUCATION 
First Baptist Church of Madison, 
Miss., is seeking a dynamic and 
passionate teacher of God's 
Word to immediately fill the full­
time position of mit:lister of edu­
cation. Please mail letters of 
K1terest with credentials to FBC 
Madison, P.O. Box 400, Madison, 
MS 39130-0400, or e-mail Shari 
Hurt, Pastoral Secretary at 

• 
shurt@ fbcmadison .org. 

MINISTRY - COMQINATION 
Friendship Baptist Cburch 1 

Friendship, Tenn., 30 minutes 
from Union Uoiversity, is seeking 
a music/youth minister. Submit 
resume to Personnel Committee 
Chairman, 1807 King Rd., 
Friendship, TN 38034. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Hammond organs for sale: C-2 
and A-1 00, one owner. Ideal for 
small churches.· Both in good 
condition with all parts in working 
order (A-1 00 has C pedal with 
missing tones). Dark wood cabi­
net and bench. C-2 cabinet top 
and bench are worn and stained. 
Both have dual manuals and 2-
octave bass pedals. Pick-up 
required. Call Carolyn at (615) 
727-6780 (Nashville). 

New church in Cumberrand 
Association is in need for a bus 
or 15 passenger van. If you or 
your church are willing to donate 
one of these please contact 
David Coram at (931) 206-4733 
or coramd@ livingwaters-ky.org. 

• 

• 

• 
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SBC releases final 
registration slats 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Nearly 83 
percent of the 11,641 messen­
gers who attended the Southern 
Baptist Convention~ 2005 
annual meeting drove to 
Nashville, while 15.4 percent 
flew in, according to official sta­
tistics released by Jim Wells, 
SBC registration secretary. 

Tennessee Baptists sent the 
largest number of messengers, 
1,991 from 672 churches, accord­
ing to the official totals for the 
June 21-22 sessions. · 

Other le.ading states were 
Georgia, with 1,021 messengers 
from 400 churches; Kentucky, 
989 messengers from 389 
churches; Alabama, 865 messen­
gers from 382 churches; and 
North Carolina, 814 messenge,rs 
from 372 churches. 

Messengers who traveled 100 
miles or less to attend the annu-

al meeting totaled 1,489; 101-
200 miles, 2,691; 201-300 miles, 
1,981; 301-400, 1,712; 401-500, 
1,481; 501-1,000, 1,794; 1,001 or 
more, 493. 

By age (among 2,077 
responding to the extended Mes­
senger Information Survey), 106 
messengers were 18-29 years . 
old (5.10 percent); 229 were 30-
39 (11.02 percent); 453 were 40-
49 (21.81 percent); 643 were 50-
59 (30.96 percent); and 646 were 
60 or over (31.11 percent). 

Men accounted for 6,839 mes- . 
sengers (58. 75 percent); women, 
4,802 (41.25 percent). 

According to the messenger 
survey, 492 of the 2,077 respon­
dents were attending their first 
SBC annual meeting (23.69 per­
cent); 530 had attended an SBC 
five times or less (25.52 per­
cent); 384 had attended six to 10 
times (18.49 percent); and 671 
had attended 11 or more times 
(32.30 percent). 

The ·number of messengers 
registering online was 9,225, 

Back · 
-to Schoo~ 

... .... -,,-,., 
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with 7,416 of those registrants 
present in Nashville. 

Messengers were sent by 
4,775 churches. A total of 361 
churches with less than 100 
members sent 667 messengers; 
467 churches with 100-199 
members sent 907 messengers; 
554 churches with 200-299 
members sent 1,148 messen­
gers; 1,025 churches with 300-
499 members sent 2,255 mes­
sengers; 610 churches with 
500-699 members sent 1,447 
messengers; 539 churches with 
700-999 members sent 1,326 
messengers; 44 7 churches with 
1,000-1,499 members sent 1,322 
messengers; and 772 churches 
with 1,500 or more members 
sent 2,569 messengers. 0 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

www.fil)erglasschw:chprQd.com 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HI~SON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415 

lelo11ed missions 
prof Cal Guy_ dies 
Baptist Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas -
Jackson native Cal Guy, one of 
Southern Baptists' most intlu­
enti~ missions professors and a 
longtime faculty member at 
Southwestern Baptist. Theologi­
cal Seminary, died July 25, from 
natural causes. He was 88. 

Guy often challenged the 
mission techniques that were 
popular during the mid-20th 
century. He advocated an 
approach to mission endeavors 

. that encouraged missionaries to 
learn the ~ulture and uncover 

Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Fall Special 

2 night weekend, $140.00; 4 week­
nights, $200.00 Effiaiency Unit 

(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good 9-6 thru 10-31 
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 

Canadian Rockies Tour 
Offers 'Cool' Vacation 

-Join your Clergy Host Rev. Billy Williams and other Southern 
Baptists for the most 11heavenly" sightseeing in the most 
· · pristine and beautiful countryside in North America. 

ways to present the 1 
that new converts waul 
to their own people t 

stimulate indigenous 
planting movements. 

Guy was honort'd laE 
SWBTS and was int.ro 
SWBTS President Paig 
son as "the greatest 
professor in the world." 

New Lower Rate~ 
Term Life lnsura 

Low, low non-smoker monthly t 
Age $150,000 
25 $11 .01 
35 $11 .35 ... 
45 $19.76 
55 $42.45 
65 $103.46 ~ 

Please call The lnsuruc:e 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll F 

1~00..583..0971}, 9-i 
Level premiums that do not 
the first 15 years. Written by 
insurance company. Prefened 1 
illustrated above. Please can 
ages ~nd Female rates. 

There's more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular 
Your Man Tours vacation. You'll depart June 18, ·2006 and 
spend a week· in the Canadian Rockies and another week 
across the bor-der.. in the American Northwest. First fly into 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota for a scenic tl)ree-day drive to 
Calgary, Alberta. In route you'll visit Fargo and Bismarck, 
North Dakota; then oorth to Saskatchewan where you'll visit 

MINISTRY - MUS 
Oak Street Baptist Ct 
Soddy-Daisy, Tenn., is 
jin additional staff pers01 
primary duty will be mil 
music. Additional duties 
based on the gifts and 
ence of the person ~llec 
duties could include cl 
ministry, outreach mini: 
other duties. While we a1 

ing applrcants \o \\\\ a 
position, we would also 
a bivocational minist' 
music duties only. Pie~ 
resumes to Oak Street 
Church, 11340 N. 0~ 
Soddy-Daisy, TN 3737 

. the attention of Senio 
Joe Miller. 

_the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Academy. Your time in 
the Canadian Rockies will in~lude daily sightseeing. 
fiighlights include Lake Louise; Banff National Park; 
Hoodoos; Bow Falls and Caacade Gardens; a SnoCoach ride 
over the Columbia Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta; Kananaskis 
.Country; Waterton Lakes National Park and more! Back in 
the U.S. you'll visit Helena and Billings Montana; Custer's 
battlefield at the Little Big Hom; Black Hills National Forest; 
'{Vild Bill Hickock and ·calamity Jane's Deadwood; Mt. 
Rushmore and CJazy Horse National Memorial; legendary 
Badlands National Park; and more! We include round tnp 
airfare, motor-coach transportation, 13 nights hotel 
accommodations; we'll meet you upon arrival, handle your 
luggage, and take you on some of the most beautiful 
sightseeing with unsurpassed · scenery in North America. 
Prices start at only $1148 per person, double occupancy 
including taxes. Add $500 round trip airfare from Nashville, 
Knoxville, Memphis, Chattanooga, TN or Huntsville, AL. 
Family and friends are welcome. Rev. WiiUams, now retired, 
served as a Baptist Minister for 45 years. For 23 years he 
was pastor of the First Baptist Church of Gautier, MS. He 
and his wife Rebecca hosted the Your Man Tours Baptist 
Alaska Cruise and Pacific Northwest vacation that departed 
June 10, 2005. 

Space is limited. $100 deposits are now due. 

For brochure, information, reservations & letter 
from Rev. Billy Williams call 7 days a week: 

1YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626 
Providing carefree vacations since 19671 

Associate pastor of 
time. Must be willing 
contemporary and 
worship styles, plus 
puter skills. A major 
be having a desire to 
youth. Send resume 
Springs Baptist C 
Search Committee, "'711 
Rd., Cunningham, TN 

Falling Water Baptist 
seeking a part-time 
tor to lead Sunday and 
day worship services 
choir. If interested, 
tact us or send resume 
Water Baptist 
Roberts Mill Rd., 
37343, (423)~n...L.••;:)l 
office@ fallinovvatE~rba 

MINISTRY 
Grace Baptist Church. 
in 1he Madison area, 
mature Christian seen 
be computer literate. 
will work with ouu·~ 

children, and pre~cno 
ministry.. App 
a week. If interested 
865-6262 or fax a 
(615) 860-8734. You 
your resume to 
Church, 1510 Old 
Nashville, TN 37207. 



I J&R I Au,g. 3, 2005-------------------'------:----- Bible teaching 

The Case tor,a Creator 
by Lee Strobel, Zondervan, 2004 

:>st of atheism has gone up considerably in the 
decades, according to author Lee Strobel. More 
e, scientific discoveries are pointing to the case 
ator, the case for intelligent design. The heavens 
=declaring the glory ofGod! 

discoveries are actually driving scientists to 
o Gpd, according to the research of journalist 

who· also wrote The Case for Christ and The 
Faith, reports how he embraced atheism while 
studying Darwin. It was Darwin's theory that 
creatures are modified descendents of a com­

'est1or that lived long ago - a belief that is still 
some textbooks today as fact even though sci en­
~nee is disproving the theory, according to Stro­
s mind, the belief that there was no God gave 
lom. "For me, living without God meant living 
lred percent for myself. Freed from someday 
d accountable for my actions, I felt unleashed to 
~rsonal happiness and pleasure at all costs." 
~·s life was turned around: when his. wife 
ed that she had decided to follow Jesus. He 
derstand how a rational _person could believe 
3 was astounded at the changes that occurred in 
ro he deci~ed to c~nduct his own search 'whicl;l 
r made him a believer and the author of Tke 
"Jhrist. 
g~ affaU:s journalist, Strooel has experience in 
i EWide!\C~ and building a case. To tackle his lat---

he interviewed~. noted experts in cosmology; 
Lstronomy, microbiology, biological information, 
~iousness. · And while the science of this book 
;a.uo:•" on the average reader, Strobel is careful to 

findings in terms the layman can understand. 
just a few of the conclusions of science 

Strobel: 
scientists are concluCling that the Bing Bang 

· · of life on earth -,didn't just happen. 
cell cannot be created. Assembling all the 

s in th~ right way at the right time and at the 
while keeping out the wrong material, is sim­

aountable. 
fine-tuning of the universe with just the right 

,~ to sustain life are too amazing to be happen-

!ll the possible ranges for the setting of gravity, 
' .ls" to be situated in the exact right fraction to 

universe capable of sustaining life. If it- were 
•Y one part in ten thousand billion billion bil­
tns would be crushed. 
placement of earth within the solar system is 
onducive for supporting life. 
ould take a star with the properties of our sun 
; mass, the right life, the right composition, the 
;nee, the right orbit, the right galaxy, the right 
to nurture living organisms on a circling plan-

six feet of DNA that's coiled inside every one of 
one hundred trillion cells contains more infor­
.an the Encyclopedia Britannica. Scientists 
vered that each one of the 30,000 genes that 
ded in our 23 pairs of chromosomes can yield 
; 20,500 different kinds of proteins. Even when 
i to its very simplest, the template for DNA is 
Lex. This fact alone has led some scientists to 
1.ere is a creator. 
uding, Strobel states that atheism draws con­
.at go beyond the e-vidence. "The available evi­
l the latest scientific research is convincing 
more scientists that facts support faith as 

re." It is fascinating and frustrating to re~d 
)T a Creator. Fascinating in that scientific evi­
:>inting to ~d. and frustrating in that these 

·ue not getting the same attention as the 
r cQntradict. 0 - Ferguson is a correspondent 
tist and Reflector. 

Once and future life 
By Michael Adams 

~ 

Focal Passage: ll Corinthians 
4:16-5:10 

When the examination of a 78 
year old man had been completed, 
it was recommended that he come 
back in six months for another 
check-up. At the doctors sugges­
tion, the aged patient shook his 
head and said, "Doctor, I don't 
think I'll be around then." "Non­
sense!" replied' the physician with 
a hearty, reassuring smile. "You'll 
be around for years yet." The poor 
fellow gave him an odd look then 
nervously cleared his throat. "I 
mean," he explained, "I'll be in 
Florida. I go there every January." 
No one likes to joke about death, 
thi.nk about death, or talk about 
death. "Death" has become Ameri­
ca's ne:w profane word. However, 
death is a reality that everyone 
must consider because everyone 
faces death unless the Lord 
returns in their lifetime. Billy 
Graham says-that the book that he 
wrote about death and life after 
death is the fastest selling book 
that he has ever written. In this 
passage Paul presents· three reali­
ties which a person passes in the 
journey called "death." 

Paul begins by presenting some 
facts related to death. Paul states 
that the outer man is decaying 
because of the cosmic effects of 
man's original sin. Alexander Soly­
henitseza said, "The West has beeri 
undergoing an erosion.· and obscur-

ing of high moral and ethical 
ideas. The spiritu~ axis of life has 
grown dim." While death may not 
have been God's original intention 
for . mankind, through one man's · 
sin death entered the world. God's 
compensation for this condition is 
the renewal of the inner man on a 
daily basis. This internal matura­
tion and growth is made possible 
in the heart of man by his state of 
being reborn by Jesus Christ. John 
Wesley said, "My people die well." 
What did he mean? He was 
expressing the thought that when 
a Christian comes to the time of 
death, they have a peace that only 
God can give. 
. Paul continues by_ presenting­
the faith that carries a person 
beyond death. He characterizes 
tQis faith as never losing heart 
which suggest~ the doctrine of per-

- severance. Paul continues with his 
description of this faith by saying 
it is built on knowledge and 
courage. The knowledge of which 
Pal;ll speaks is the knowledge that 
our glorified bodies are a fixed 
reality "' which is a settled fact 
based on God's promises. Oscar 
Wilde wrote, "It is the rarest thing 
in the world to find somebody who 
is really alive." Faith in . Christ 

_ makes a man really · alive. · Tli'e 
courage ·Jl,l~htioned was not tempo-

-rary of an _emotional state of mind. 
His courage was based on the r.eal­
ity that to be present in the body 
was to be -absent from the Lord, 

\ .... --c. ~ - .... -

and he ·pr.eferre<il to be absent from 
• 

. 
Sunday School Lesson 
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the body and at home with the 
Lord. Bishop Arthur Moore told of 
a man who jumped to his death 
from the window of a high-rise. He 
commented, "When a man has lost 
God, there is nothing to do but 
jump." A life apart from the Lord 
lacks courage, knowledge, the 
promises of ODd, and faith. 

Paul ends his discussion of 
death by looking at the future that 
continues after death for the 
Christian. He reminds the believer 
that our momentary affliction is 
not comparable to the glory of 
heaven . . He continues the joyous 
after-life of the oeliever by telling 
us that we will stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ to receive 
our reward. Most importantly, 
when the Christian dies he imme­
diately goes to be at home with the 
Lord. 

An old shoe shine man in a bar­
ber shop was a familiar figure with 

. his Bible always lying close at 
hand wheri he was not reading it. 
On~ day a customer said to him, "I 
see you are reading the book of 
Revelation today. Do you under­
stand it?" The shoe shine man 
responded, "It means Jesus is 
gonna win, and since He wins we 
do too!" 0 - Adams is pastor of 
~irst Baptist Church, Lexiflgton. 

Use Godly tact a·rrcf-discretion · 
• By Brad Shockley 

. 
Focal Passage: Daniel 1:8, 

12-16; 2:14-16, 30; 4:19, 27 
Years ago I was a supervisor 

for Sears. One day a clerk paged 
me needing help resolving an 
issue with a customer. The cus­
tomer claimed that, as a citizen "of 
a foreign country living in the US, 
she paid no sales tax on purchas­
es. It didn't sound right or seem 
fair, but, sure enough, her story 
checked .out. She walked away 
that day with a great deal on an 
expensive leather jacket - 30 per­
cent off and no tax! · 

-The prophet Daniel, like this 
lady, was a citizen of one nation 
(Israel) living in another (Persia), · 
yet it wasn't by choice. As part of 
the exile, Daniel was forced off his 
native soil and integrated into the 
land and culture of an unfamiliar 
people (Daniel 1:3-4). This dual 
citizenship made thin.gs difficult 
for Daniel and his fellow noble­
men. 

Christians live with the ten-, 
sion of dual citizenship as subjects 
of a heavenly kingdom forced, for 
the present time, to dwell in 
worldly domains: For our citizen­
·ship is in heaven, from which also 
we eagerly wait for a Savior, the 
Lord Jesu$ Christ (Philippians 
3:20). Believers in the early 
church struggled similarly with 
the issue of submission to Roman 
rule, some even denying obliga-

tion to it altogether. Since our cit­
izenship is in heaven, do we. have 
any responsibility towards earthly 
-realms? · 
_ To answer this, we must under-

- stand a principle demonstrated in 
Daniel and taught in Scripture: 
every governing authority is 
established l;>y God. Whether good 
or bad, friendly or hos~e, it exists 
because God has wille4 it so. Job 
said, He makes the nations great, 
then destroys them; -He enlarges 
t-he nations, then leads them away 
(Job 12:23). This truth speaks to 
His sovereignty, His absolute rule 
over all things, peoples, nations, 
and governments (II Chronicles 
20:6, Proverbs 21:1, Psalm 
47:1-3). 

King Nebuchadnezzar's empire 
arose and flourished because God 
wanted it to (D~el 2:37-38). The· 
successive future empires of the 
k:ing's dream would arise by God's 
sovereign control (Daniel 2:39-45). 
And every nation today, not just 
the good old USA, subsists solely 
by the hand of the Creator. 

If each governing authority is 
in power by the hand of God, then 
we must acknowledge that disobe­
dience to them is the same as dis­
obeying God! Paul made it very 
clear, Every person is to be in sub­
jection to the governing authori­
ties. For there is . no authority 
except from God, and those which 
exist are established by God. 
Therefore whoever resists authQri-

.Sunclay s~hool Lesson 
Explore the Bible 

Aug •.. 7 

ty has opposed the ordinance of 
·God; and they who have oppose<;l 
will receive condemnation upon 
themselves (Romans 13:1-2). The 
Apostle Peter also spoke to it, 
Submit yourselves for the Lord's 
sake to every human institution, 
whether to a king as the one in 
authority, or to governors as sent 
by him for the punishment of evil- · 
doers and the praise of those who 
do right (I Peter 2:13-14). And in 
the Gospels, much to the surprise 
of His Jewish audience, Jesus con­
firmed it when He said, render to 
Caesar the things that are Cae­
sar's; and to God the things that 
are. God's (Matthew 22:21). 

All of God's people are com­
pelled to obey whatever rule they 
find themselves living under. That 
means we must drive under the 
speed Jimit, never remove those 
pesky little tags on pillows, and, 
yes, pay our taxes. Inevitably 
though, there will come a time 
when our desire to honor our 
heavenly kingdom conflicts with 
our obligation to honor the laws 
and ordinances of the land. What 
do we do then? We'll answer that 
in next week's lesson. 0 - Shock­
ley is pastor of Cedar Hill Baptist 
Church, Cedar Hill. 

--
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+ W. Wayne Allen, 65," of 

Cordova, a retired pastor and 
former president of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention, 
died July 13 at his home. He 
was a retired pastor of Briar­
wood Baptist Church, Mem­
phis, which was formerly 
known as Ea~t Park Baptist 
Church and Briarcrest Baptist 
Church, both of Memphis. 
Allen also served as a former 
chairman of the board of 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., and 
on the board of trustees of 
Union Uniyedity, Jackson. He 
is survived by his wife, Marcia 
Allen of Memphis;· two daugh­
ters, International Mission 
Board miSSionary Melody 
Julian of Sao Paulo, Brazil, and 
Michelle Allen of Cordova; one 
son, Bill Allen of Cordova; and 
four grandchildren. 

Churches 
+ David Ring of Franklin, a 

nationally known evangelist, 
will speak on Monday, Aug. 8, 

at 7 p.m. at 
Crossroads 
Baptist 
Church, 
Arlington. 
Ring was 
born with 

J 

c e r · e bra I 
RING palsy. A 1976 

graduate of 
William Jewell Baptist Col­
lege, Liberty, Mo., Ring has 
appeared on television and 
has spoken at numerous con­
ferences, youth rallies, and 
state conventions. For infor­
mation contact Kent Boiant, 
Crossroads Baptist Church 

minister of mus1c, at (901) 
873-3204. 

+ Members of First Bap­
tist Church, Jackson, will 
celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of the relocation of the church 
from its former downtown site 
to its present location on 
North Highland Avenue on 
Aug. 20-21. Thom Rainer will 
be the guest speaker on Sun­
day, Aug. 21, at 10:50 a.m. For 
more information call the 
church . office at (731)-423-
9315. 

+ Dotsonville Baptist 
Church, Woodlawn, -will 

. hold its 101st homecoming 
Sunday, Aug. 7, beginning with 
morning worship at 10:30 ~.m. 
featuring the Salem Ridge 
Quartet. A meal will follow the . 
service. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Crossville, will hold revival 
Aug. 7-10. Morris Anderson, 
evangelist of Maryville, will . 
speak. 

+ Friendship Baptist 
Church, Delano, will hold 
revival Aug. 7-11. It is in the 
Linsdale community. Mike 
Bernard, pastor, Central Bap­
tist Church, Athens, and direc­
tor of Total Life Eneounters . 
Ministry, Athens, will speak 
and. Buddy Galyon of Sweet­
water will lead the music. 
Choirs· fr<~m four Baptist 
c4urches also will perform. For 
more information, contact Lee 
Paul, pastor, at (423) 745-8530. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Joelton, will hold a ground­
breaking ceremony Sunday, 
Aug. 7, at 5 p.m. for a $5 mil­
lion children's building. 

+ 24 Church, a new 
church in Pleasant View, hap­

. tized ·six people July 17 at the 

·-----------~---------------· : B11ptist 11nd Reflector : 
I D~ I 
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I I 
I Your church is invited to.joiiJ hundreds of other churches across I 
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I I 
1 as Baptist and Reflector Day. 

1 
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1 commentaries, and more·each week. 1 
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PARTICIPATING IN A groundbreaking ceremony at Liberty Baptist Church, Bristol: Tee 
staff members and deacons of the church in photo to right, and Stan Anderson, in pho 
pastor. The church, which was begun 17 years ago, is building a new worship cent4r. A 
people gathered for the event. The 485-seat sanctuary is scheduled to be completed b; 
2006. . 

Cheatham Reservoir. 

.~ · Prosperity Baptist 
Church, Auburntown, will 
observe a ''Day of Prayer" for 
area schools on Aug. 7. 

+ Calvary Baptist 
Church, Smithville, will 
host an open~ house for its new 
church on Aug. 7 at 2 p.m. 

+ Indian Creek Baptist 
Church, Smithville, will 
obser\re hol!lecoming on Aug. 7 
at 10:30 a.m. Terry Fesler will 
bring the morning message 
and Right on Time will provide 
special music. 

+ Plainview . Bap~ist 
Chu,rch, Woodbury, will 

' . 
ebserve homecoming and 
begin revival on Aug. 21. 

• Grace Baptist Church, 
Nashville, will host a "Back to 
School Bash" o~ Wednesday, 
Aug. 10, with-ge:est · speaker 
David Nasser and music by 
Gary Slayton. Registration 
begins at 6 p.m. and the event 
is open at no cost to students 
in grades 7-12. For more Infor­
mation, call Zach Williams at 
(615) 865-6262. 

• Oak Street Baptist 
Church, Soddy-Daisy wil'l 
hold revival services Aug. 14-· 
.18 with guest evangelist Bill 
·Saye, revival speaker and 
prison evangelist: For zpore 
information, call the church 
office at (423) 332-2300 
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Schools · 
+ The Memorial Founda--

tion, based in Hendersonville, 
approved July 28 a grant of 
$500,000 to Belmont·Univer­
sity, Nashville, for capital sup­
port for technology in the new 
Gordon E. Inman College of 
Health Sciences and Nursing 
building. The building is under 
construction and scheduled for 
completion for August 2006. 
The foundation's grant will be 
used to help equip the new 
facility with health sciences 
training technology, including 
simulators, task trainers, com­
puter software and other 
equipment, video conferenc­
ing, and satellite commun.ica-

tions web-casting capabilities. 

Leaders 
+ Oak Grove Baptist 

Church, Madisonville, has 
called Mike DeLand as pas­
tor. He was ordained June 26 
at Compromise Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia. Mike 
and his wife Susan joined Oak 
Grove ~hurch July 3. 

+ Old Sweetwater Baptist 
Church, Sweetwater, has 
called Chris Hampton as 
pastor. , 

+ Wayne · Ferrell has 
resigned as pastor of Cave 
Sprin:gs ~issiona~y Baptist 
Church, .Rogersville. 

+ Fishers Creek Baptist • 
Church, Rogersville, has called 
Chuck . Lowe as pastor. He 
and · his wife Kim have a 
daughter. 

+ First Baptist Churcht 
· New Tazewell, has called 

Todd Spangler as associate 
pastor for worship and music. 

+ Royce Baptist Church, 
Oak Ridge, has called Brad 
Aiken as youth pastor. He is 
the son of Tom 4iken, pastor of 
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, 
Andersonville. · 

+ Merton Avenue 
Church, Memphis, h; 
Alan Richards as 
Ordained as a deaco 
church in 1992, Rich1 
viously served in pri 
istry at West TennesE 
Prison in Henning. 
him at the church wi 
wife Ruth and two sm 

• Tchulahoma I 
Church, Memphis, ht 
Boykin McNeal Sr., 
tor. McNeal has set 
church as youth min 
four years. A graduau 
America Baptist Th4 
Seminary with an a 
degree in divinity, he 
rently studyil\g at 
College, Memphis. H~ 
wife Saralyn have j 
dren and live in OlivE 
Miss. 

+ Jones Chapel 
Church, Paris, hat 
John Paschall al 

director. 

+ PhiJJip Wetzel 
called as minister c 
Laneview Baptist 
Kenton. The Bapt 
Reflector incorrectly 
recently that he was 
minister of youth, 
Baptist Church .1\.eJlfAl ~ 

LEADERS OF A community project to collect requiftl.. 
supplies for 600 low income children in Tullahoma eli 
system stand in front of backpacks collected. The pro}~ 
by the Attic Outlet, a thrift store ministry of Grace Baptil< 
Tullahoma, and the Tullahoma Housing Authority. L8IJI 
from left, Linda Crouch, director, Attic Outlet; Cindy C 
who had led a similar project in Murfreesboro; Tim * 
pastor, Grace Church; Gortney Dorsett, Girl Scout; • 
Gray, Mary Phillips, and Lydia Dodson of the Tullahollla 
Authority. 


