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Telling the Story of Tennessee Baptists Vo

State’s number of forced terminations increase

By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The num-
ber of forced terminations
among Tennessee Baptist minis-
ters increased 19 percent in 2004
over the previous year, according
to a recent survey of Baptist
state conventions.

The number of forced resigna-
tions rose from 67 in 2003 to 83
in 2004, said Bill Northcott,
church-minister relations spe-
cialist for the Tennessee Baptist
Convention.

In the survey mailed to state
directors of missions, forced ter-
mination was defined as “the
severance of a formal relation-
ship between a church and a
minister either by coercion or
vote,” according to Northcott.

Northcott said the 2004

~ report included data from every

Tennessee association.
Bivocational pastors were
hardest hit in 2004, according to

the statistics. There were 30
bivocational pastors forced to
resign in 2004, compared to only
12 the year before.

By comparison, the number of
full-time pastors forced to resign
actually
decreased
from 40 in
2003 to 36 in
2004.

There were
also 17 forced
terminations
among  staff . B
ministers in
2004, compared NORTHCOTT
to 15 the year
before, Northcott added.

He noted that the number
one reason cited for forced termi-
nations was “power” or “who isin
control.”

Other reasons r:lted in order,
were:

(1) Pastor’s leadership style
too weak
(2) Pastor’s

leadership

Gives away 225 backpacks
Church of seven members draws 800 fo evenf

By Connie Davis Bushey

ro | Baptist and Reflector

NEWPORT — Carson
Springs Baptist Church here
held its second annual Grand
Adventure = Back-to-School
Fair.

This year, the event drew
about 800 people.

Amazingly, Carson Springs
only has seven official mem-
bers.

Yet, about 225 students :
received backpacks filled with

school supplies, a Bible, and
other gifts. Students, families,
and other people from the area
visited exhibits, enjoyed carni-
val games, had health screen-
ings conducted, received more
gifts, had their cars checked,
shopped from vendors, rode
ponys, and heard the gospel
presented.

One result of the event was
that 15 people made profes-
sions of faith during the very
hot day.

Carson Springs Church,
which is almest two years old,
actually draws about 25 to reg-
ular activities, but it also has
lots of supporters who made
the day possible, explained
Jennifer Butler. She along
with her husband, John, are

missionaries of the North

American Mission Board and
the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention. They started Carson
Springs and John serves as
pastor. |

About 100 volunteers
served the day of the fair, Sat-
urday, Aug. 13, and others
gave financially toward the
fair. In addition, Newport busi-
nesses helped. Papa John’s
pizza company sold pizza and
drinks but gave all of the pro-
ceeds — $370 — to First Prior-
ity, the Bible club which meets
at Edgemont Elementary
School. The fair was held at
the school, where the church
meets.

The event began as a way to
meet the needs of students in
this economically depressed
area and to say thank you to
the school for serving as the site
of the church.

Jennifer Butler said it is
quite clear when some stu-
dents and parents received the
backpacks that they really
needed them. She saw smiles
and tears in eyes, she
described. “It was so wonder-
ful,” she said. “It really makes
the day.”

The backpacks not only
included school supplies and a
Bible, but a gospel tract, let-
— See Church of, page 3

style too strong

(3) Poor people skills of the
pastor

(4) Church’s resistance to
change

(5) Church already in conflict

(6) Decline in attendance

(7) Conflict with other staff

(8) Decline in contributions

While the number of forced
terminations were up in Ten-
nessee, they declined across the
Southern Baptist Convention in
2004.

In: 2003 there were 1,233
reported forced terminations
compared to 784 in 2004, North-
cott said.

He noted, however, the num-
bers are skewed by the fact that
six fewer states reported statis-
tics for 2004 (19 in 2004 com-
pared to 25 in 2003).

“Forced termination contin-
ues to be a multi-layered prob-
lem in Southern Baptist church-

es,” Northcott observed. He
cautioned that the numbers are

probably misleading because
many terminations go unreport-
ed because of the stigma faced by
both churches and pastors.

No church wants to admit
they forced ministers to leave
and likewise, ministers don’t
want to admit they have been
fired, he said.

Northcott admitted there are
no “pat answers or easy solu-
tions” to the problem of forced
terminations in Tennessee and
across the SBC.

“However, in nearly every sit-
uation leading to a divorce
between the pastor and congre-
gation, more could be done on
the part of the minister and
members that would at least
bear witness to our Christian
spirit of love and redemption,” he
said.

Northcott is open to talking to
churches and pastors regarding
resolution conflict. He can be

reached at 1-800-558-2090, ext.
2099, or (615) 371-2099. 1

PAHTICIPANTS of rhe back-ro schoc:f fafr line up ro register for the
free backpacks filled with school supplies and gifts, and for other

gifts given away that day.

PASTOR JOHN BUTLER of Carson Springs Baptist Church, New-

port, presents the gospel during the fair.
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 states. :
BRENTWOOD — Tennessee Ba,pthonv:;é | !Lgpokam-nfar the North /
tion Disaster Relief was activated Aug. 28 by the Board said “we are looking at catastr
B W — All three =
TennlstsT:g Ba?;gﬁ colleges have N:ur_th Amencm.l Mission _Bnard i ?"EP“"" b dltmns
been listed in the annual rank- victims Pt Hl?mcane Kat.nna’ amto Tgn- The initial state dm“m
ing of iAmerica’s bestroollexen: RN Baptist State Disaster Relief director responding include: faading. .
and universities by U.S. News & Daﬂd' Acres § , communications/command,
World Report. An 1ﬂ1t}3.1 team nft more than 100_ Tennesaee and refrigeration tractor trmlﬁr
Haivn Uasersity i otk Baptagt Disaster Relief vn!unteers were ac_.he;i—. include: Hardeman Baptist A
was listed as one of the South’s | Bied to stage Monday evening, Aug. 29, at Cher- unit; Shiloh Baptist Aasmahg,
| thpttier aniversitics faiuitc— Road Baptist Church in Memphis to awalt Chilhowee Baptist Asanmntion
inth Sotraighlcyaar Dlaione s the storm’s passage, said Acres. : and recovery units; First F otis ,'
ranlked 38th Gn tha 4Qan il o _“'We. are anticipating deployment to either Concord at Knoxville ahower rai ' A
Mississippi or Louisiana to assist in feeding, Baptist Church of Greeneville
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: includes those institutions that | $5 pLaLl
cbushey @tnbaptist.org orowids i Bl renpesol snder At least seven people were killed, more than be serving. »
gradinte. prosrama el teor: | a million residents were without electricity and Teams left throughout the dny
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master’s level programs.

“The 2006 rankings once -

again point to the wonderful
quality of the Union faculty,
staff, and student body, and I
salute them for their achieve-
ment” said Union President
David S. Dockery.

Belmont University in Nash-
ville moved up four spots in the
latest ranking and is now
ranked as one of the 15 best uni-
versities in the South in the
“Best Universities — Master’s”
category. Belmont is the highest
ranked Tennessee school in the
Master’s category, which
includes 130 schools across the
South, including 14 in Ten-
nessee.

“While
we are
pleased to be
ranked 1n
| the top 15,
what excites
us most is
what’s driv-
‘g it —
increases in our academic repu-
tation, our strong student reten-
tion and graduation rates, and
increases in our academic pre-
paredness for our entering
freshmen,” said Belmont Prem—
dent Robert Fisher.

Carson-Newman College, Jef-
ferson City, was ranked 32nd in
the Universities — Master’s tier
and also was in the top 10
(ninth) of “Great Schools/Great
Prices” in the South.

“Our first objective is to offer
our students an outstanding
Christian, liberal arts educa-

storm Aug. 25.

United States history:

streets and homes were flooded after Hurricane
Katrina struck south Florida as a Category 1

Katrina hit the southeast Florida coast
between Broward, and Miami-Dade counties the
day after the 13th anmversary of Hurricane
- Andrew, the most expensive natural disaster in

After weakening to a tropical storm once it
hit land, Katrina picked up steam after reachmg
the Gulf of Mexico and reached Category 4 sta-
tus by early Monday when it hit land near New

Memphis. The state feeding uﬁ'ﬁf-
it food for 20,000 meals. Souther
vention feeding units have bm
pare 300,000 meals by the Amer ﬁ E:
~ Tennessee Baptist Disadtar Relie
ing donations to help serve vi
“cane Katrina Response. anati ng m
to: Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief |
Baptist Convention, P.O, Box 728, I
TN 37024-0728. Please designate ﬁu
Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund, 0
‘includes information supplied byLBapﬁa

tion, but our next objective is to
be accessible to our students,”
said C-N President J ames
Netherton.

The 2006 edition of “Ameri-
ca’s Best Colleges” went on sale
at newstands last week. [J

Belmont students
SERVE community

Belmont University news service

‘NASHVILLE — Approxi-
mately 650 incoming Belmont
University freshmen volunteered
to help in service to the Nashville
community recently as part of
“Welcome Week” for the new
school year. '

Students worked on a variety
of community service projects
ranging from working in the
warehouse at the Nashville Res-
cue Mission, packing food at Feed
the Children, doing building
repair work at Preston Taylor
Ministries, and landscaping at
the Martha O’Bryan Center.

Each year, Belmont invites
incoming freshmen to participate
in community service as part of a

week-long slate of activities
introducing them to life as a Bel-
mont student.

“We realize the importance of -

encouraging young men and
women to commit themselves to

service,” said Belmont University
President Robert Fisher.
‘At Belmont University gwe

are dedicated to engaging our
students in service through both
classroom and community expe-
riences, and we are sending
hundreds of our newest stu-
dents out into the community

because of Belmont’s commit-

ment to teaching our students
the value of serving in their
community.”

Belmont calls the service pro-
gram SERVE, which stands for
Students Engaging and Restor-
ing through Volunteer Experi-
ences. OJ

SBC president

emphasizes prayer
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Pat Robert-

Brown, Shrum to write SS commentaries

Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — A pastor
and a denominational staff
member will write the Septem-
ber-November Sunday School
commentaries for the Baptist
and Reflector.

Mark Brown, director of
news and publications at Car-
son-Newman College, Jefferson
City, and a member of First
Baptist Church there, will write
the Family Bible Series.

A native of Alabama, Brown
has been on the C-N staff since
1994.

He is a graduate of Samford

University, Birmingham, Ala.,
and the University of Monteval-
lo (Ala.). He also has a master’s
degree from Samford’s Beeson
Divinity School.

Brown and his wife, Cathy,
have two sons, John Mark and
Dylan.

Kevin Shrum, pastor of
Inglewood Baptist Church,
Nashville, since 1995, will write
the Explore the Bible series.

A native of White Hall, TIIl,,
Shrum currently serves as a
trustee of Union University in
Jackson. He is a past president of
the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion (2001-02) and served on the

Southern Baptist Convention’s
Committee on Nominations in
2001-02.

Shrum
holds degrees
from Missouri
Baptist Col-
lege in St.
Louis and the
master of
divinity and
doctor of min-
istry degrees
from Southern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

He and his wife, Janet, have
three children, Sarah, Caleb,
and Isaac. 7
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7 | SERMITAGE — Directors of
W =<day preschool programs
= many different roles, noted
x lii Hulsey, childhood special-
f_, |;Jf the Tennessee Baptlst
‘D) #ention. Their challenge is
i) =main focused on responsi-
] ies and multiply them-
= =8, said Hulsey.
| | we're not careful, things
it (v —ake vur attention from our
ansibilities,” Hulsey told
| v directors
gathered for
training,

The train-
ing was a part
of the Annual
Church Week-
day Education
Conference
held Aug. 5-6
Wl by the Ten-
ﬂsd‘“ e Baptist Convention. The

§mt .ng, which attracted about
M 'l weekday preschool workers,
w4 hheld at Hermitage Hills
M st Church here.
W «n though many directors
f ot receive a clear job
~ sel | ption, they should develop
& | ar understanding of what
+FT1=H1 wesponsibilities are, contin-

- u[ulsey“

%g. «y should ldentlfy their
zths by noting what gives
*er satisfaction. When asked
‘Wi  question, participants
‘bt 4 various things — seeing
h! (m come together, seeing
o firl @n arrive, helping a child
st +&®s having a hard time
gidtdng, and hearing parents

L6 ank you,

- - itinued from page 1
hm{ x the church, gift certifi-
mq.“"’;.f“r free meals at three
=!rants, a free movie rental
;ﬁm x, and coupons for an
i i »tave repair shop.
B 1 Jetter asked for a
Hm::f se from the family if they
B’vhuu allow the church to con-
I Lem about another com-
iﬁg - event with the church.
registration, the church
Wl ]xd the. mames and
| ses of the students wish-
7= kpacks, but also the peo-
i -heir home.
Eﬁ"{ ar gifts given hiunng a
glzo Y ray were two es, sav-
1;3 wonds, gift certlﬁcates
;I[ ractive activities also
g mjoyed by fair-goers, the
WWJJ reported. And 300 bottles
ﬂ »les were distributed to
TR Soon bubbles were
1 7 everywhere.
Ll af Baptist volunteers were
oy s on developing relation-
"‘:m with fair participants,
] ¢ ed Jennifer. The Butlers
‘" ecided that the church
1= ast have a relationship
(3 yerson before that person
# [elop a relationship with
1_

-

ministering to their families,
spoiling teachers, watchmg
teachers interact with children,
ministering to families, and
being able to work while being
near their children.

Then Hulsey asked directors
to share their least favorite
responsibility. Directors said
that included dealing with a
parent who has a complaint,
resolving teacher conflicts, find-
ing good substitute teachers,
dealing with money issues, and
making choices between money
and ministry.

Hulsey noted the directors
should identify ways to multiply
themselves by involving others
in doing things they don’t do
well so they can do those things
they do well.

Hulsey then outlined 10
essentials for effective ministry
through weekday early educa-
tion. |

e Enlist properly. If their
program is licensed by the state,
they must follow state guide-
lines for pupil/teacher ratios. If
their program isn’t licensed,
they should follow their pro-
gram’s or church’s policies. They
should begin enlisting teachers
early and present a job descrip-
tion “that expresses honest
expectations,” directed Hulsey.

Other teachers are a good source

for recommendations for teach-
ers. They should “pray, pray,
pray,” concluded Hulsey.

e Equip by providing
training. Regular training
should be provided for the staff,
either weekly, monthly, or quar-
terly. Directors should look for
“teachable moments” and give
teachers assignments. Hulsey
recommended they attend the

'\x TN
X
. .\\

Tenness

TAMMY H!LL center, weekday preschao! director of Gfadewﬂe Baprfst
Church, Gladeville, shares with Paula Webb, left, weekday preschool
director of Crievewood Baptist Church, Nashville. The women were
participating in a small group session of the Annual Church Weekday
Education Conference held Aug. 5-6 in Hermitage.

National Preschool and Chil-
dren’s Convention of LifeWay
Christian Resources, Nashville,
Oct. 10-13 in Orlando, Fla., and
the TBC’s Preschool/Children’s
Ministry Fall Getaway Nov. 9-12
in Gatlinburg.

e Enable by providing
resources. Hulsey recommend-
ed the “WEE Learn” curriculum
of LifeWay. Directors also should
develop a supply request sys-
tem.

e Establish procedures for
safety and security. She
referred the directors to state
guidelines. Facilities need to

have readable signage which .

makes clear “who is and isn’t
allowed there.” Hallways “need
to be monitored at all times,”
said Hulsey. Background checks

must be run on all staff, who

EDDIE WILSON, associate pastor of Silverdale Baptist Church,
Chattanooga, tied the shoe of a child after he played in an infiat-

able.

Jesus Christ, she explained.
Volunteers tried to develop
relationships in many ways, she
described, often by presenting
the gospel. Medical screeners
used questionnaires which were
spiritually tuned and led to the
question, “If you died tonight,
would you go to heaven or hell?”
Volunteers intermingled with
the crowd and conducted sur-
veys which led to the gospel. The

Wild West Adventures, a min-
istry based in Sutherlin, Va.,
presented the plan of salvation
to children with drama.

Before the final give-away
John Butler thanked the crowd
for coming and presented the
gospel. Finally, as volunteers
cleaned up, they made an effort
to speak with the adults and
children who were lingering.

God miraculously provided

should wear name tags with a
photo ID. Sign-in sheets should
be used. Allergy alert posters
are helpful. Finally, medical
release forms are the norm, but
staff should remember to take
them on trips so they will have
the information.

¢ Evaluate space being
used. Rooms should have close
access to restrooms and water
fountains. Spaces too large can
invite children to engage in
reckless and unsafe behavior.

-Access to rooms should be limit-

ed to one entrance/exit. If using
shared space, consider drawing
a diagram or taking photos to
enable space to be returned to
its former state. Realize that
Sunday School and Wednesday
night workers aren’t paid, she
added. Ask the question, “How

Ce News

eekday preschool directors consider multiple roles

child-friendly are our class-

rooms?” If walls can't be used to
post items on, consider using the
floor for visuals and for games.
Use a plastic tablecloth to cover
wall hangings easily.

* Explore ideas for out-
reach and inreach. Hulsey
referred to a Confidential Infor-
mation Form for parents as a
way to discover “what needs are
in the child’s life,” Parents have
“primary responsibility to teach
[children] about God,” but pre-
school workers can partner with
parents in this area. She
referred to magazines and inter-
net services provided by Life-
Way which can be provided-to
parents. “Weekday Early Educa-
tion is a ministry. It is not a
task,” she stated, “and teachers
need to see their ministry goes
beyond the classroom. You can
play a significant role in helping
a child to find God’s plan for his
life.”

- o Express encouragement
and appreciation. Directors
should encourage their staff.

e Exhibit an attitude of
flexibility. This is essential in

this kind of ministry, said
Hulsey.
e Embrace teamwork.

“The more ownership your team
has [in the ministry] the more
likely they will serve longer,”
said Hulsey.

e Expect great things. She
referred the directors to Ephe-
sians 3:20 — “Now unto Him
that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the
power that worketh in us.”

Hulsey concluded, “Dream,
and dream big, but realize that
God may have better plans.” 0

CHAIG CHRISTMAN, center, member of Swannsyfvanra Baptrsr
Church, Dandridge, helps a man check his car as Jennifer Butler,
missionary, visits with them. Christman owns Westgate Tire, New-

port.

the fair again this year, said
John Butler, who is from New-
port.

“Our back-to-school ministry
is an appealing cpportunity to be
on mission for a team of seniors
as well as families with young
children.” said John Butler.

Volunteers came  from
Swannsylvania Baptist Church,
Dandridge, the sponsoring
church of Carson Springs

Church; Silverdale Baptist
Church, Chattanooga; and Oak
Grove Baptist Church, Danville,
Va. Other support came from
Lincoln Avenue Baptist Church
and Cave Hill Baptist Church,
Newport; and Central Baptist
Church, Henderson, N.C.

To help with next year's fair,
contact the Butlers at (865) 322-
0739 or jenilyns@bellsouth.net.
-
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Enactmg mouth before

reflections e

4
By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

Art Linkletter once wrote a
book entitled Kids Say The
Darndest Things.

He could easily have writ-
ten a sequel about Christians.
We not only say the “darndest”
things, we say things we
shouldn’t because we speak
first, think later.

All of us, including myself
no doubt have said things and,
as soon as the words were out
of our mouths, thought, “Why
did I say that?”

With that said, Christians
of all people need to be careful
about what we say, regardless
of whether we will ever be
quoted in the media or not. If
what we say has the potential
to be on a newscast or in print,
we must be extra careful. We
need to let our brains work
before we open our mouths.

The case in point is Pat
Robertson’s comments last
week about the president of
Venezuela. On his Aug. 22
“700 Club” telecast, Robertson
said the United States has the
ability to “take out” Venezue-
lan President Hugo Chavez,
whom Robertson accused of
supporting communism and
Muslim extremism, according
to a Baptist Press news story.
Killing Chavez would be a
“whole lot cheaper” than start-
ing a war, Robertson said, the
BP story continued.

Now, it doesn’t take a brain
surgeon to understand what

he was talking about. The

media was originally blamed

Grandparents need to walk fine line in

a parent
speaks

By Carolyn R. Tnlin

Five-year-old “Stephen”
couldn’t wait until his next
birthday. And who could blame
him? On his fifth special day, his
grandparents gave him a pony.
On the fourth birthday, it was an
above the ground swimming
pool.

“This has to stop,” said his
mom. “But we don’t want to hurt
their feelings. And of course,
we're so glad they love our son
that much.”

How can parents handle the
extravagant gifts showered on
their children by grandparents?
“It's too much, too soon,”
remarked a young father. “And
imagine how our youngsters
feel when we have to take away

for taking the words out of
context, but the fact remains
that Pat Robertson said those
words and he was referring to
assassination.

Assassination, simply de-
fined, is someone taking the
law into one’s own hands and
killing someone else. Whether

editorial / opinion

brain leads to trouble

people and change their lives.”
Amen!

Welch is correct in calling
for Christians to pray for
Chavez and others of his ilk.
Think about the amazing
transformation that would
take place if those men and
women would channel their

to set sentence.” We have
laws of the land that must
prevail.

And while we may not thmk
justice is served “swift enough”
here on earth, we can find sol-
ace in the fact that God is the
ultimate judge. He will be the
One who makes the final
determination
on the eternal

that person
“deserves” to
die is not the
issue. Assas-
sination 1is
another word

we think ‘

Handle them carefully, for words have more
power than atom bombs. — Pearl Strachan

fate of men
like Hugo
Chavez.

Our job is to
pray. He will

for murder
and the Bible is clear on that
1ssue.

To give him credit, Robert-
son later apologized.

I just hope the “damage
control” was not too late. Non-
Christians can interpret €those
words as being full of hate and
an endorsement for “taking
the law into one’s own hands.”

Words are powerful. Pearl
Strachan once said, “Handle
them carefully, for words have
more power than atom bombs.”

Mother Teresa once
observed, “Words which do not
give the light of Christ
increase the darkness.”

I commend Bobby Welch,
president of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, for distancing
himself and the SBC from the

words spoken by Pat Robert-
son. Other Christian leaders

have done the same.

Welch observed that “every-
one is aware that the United
States has a military and gov-
ernment agencies to deal with
our foreign threats in a force-
ful, combative way. The Chris-
tian’s responsibility is to pray
for our leaders as well as the
extremists around the world.
Jesus Christ can save these

the expensive item?”

What is the best sulutmn to
allowing grandparents to being
involved in their grandchil-
dren’s lives without going over-
board?

Can this be done and still
maintain your parental authori-
ty? Look at some ideas being
used by Christian families
today,

Following are some - gifts
grandparents can give that can
make a difference in their
grandchildren’s lives.

* Give music lessons.
Between the house payment, the
family car, insurance (health,
auto, house), food, utilities,
clothing, and extra expense that
seems to always appear, many
children do not have the oppor-
tunity for music lessons.
Research shows that children
who learn to play a musical
mstrument score higher on
math and science tests. Long
after the paper and ribbons are
gone, lessons and a musical

energies and abilities into
good, not evil. Can it happen?
Of course, nothing is impossi-

- ble with God. Will it happen?

Only He knows.

As Christians we can be
appalled at people who sup-
port communism and Muslim
extremism, but it is not our
role to be “judge and jury and

, do the rest.

And, at the same time, we
need to watch our words. We
might be wise to remember
this advice from Proverbs
15:23 (KJV), “A word spoken
in due season, how good it is.”

Or, for some of us, this verse
from Ecclesiastes 5:2 (KJV)
might be even better, “Let thy
words be few.” O

Prepare for Week of Prayer

Tennessee Baptists will
observe a Week of Prayer for
State Missions Sept. 11-18
which is held in conjunction
with our annual Golden Offer-
ing for Tennessee Missions.

This year’s theme is “Many
Ministries, One Mission” and is
built around II Corinthians
4:5-6 (KJV): “For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the
Lord; and ourselves your ser-
vants for Jesussake. For God,
who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the
light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.”

The goal for our Ten-
nessee missinns offering

instrument could add a lifetime
of enjoyment.

® Schedule a train ride. Seat-
ed in a passenger car, watching
the beautiful world God created
with a grandchild is one of the
pleasures of being a grandpar-
ent. Here you have opportunity
to talk without the interruption
of TV or video games. Prior to
the trip, map your area of travel
and talk about the historical
sites along the way.

® Cruise the inland water-
ways. Purchase tickets for a
steamboat river ride on one of
the majestic paddle wheelers

that make their way up and.

down the Mississippi, the Ohio,
or the Tennessee River. Often
you can find two-for-one spe-
cials.

* Invest in camping equip-
ment. Purchase basic camping
supplies, including a tent (one
that’'s easy to assemble),
portable grill, cooking supplies,
and sleeping bags. Tell the story
in I Samuel 16:11 of how the

this year is $1,630,000.

Tennessee Baptists indeed
have many ministries which
we support, but our mission is
the one — to share the love of
Jesus Christ and to make Him
known.

The Golden Offering helps
fund many vital ministries in
our state. I encourage Ten-
nessee Baptists to learn more
about the needs in our state
and how your gifts through the
GOTM do make a difference.

For information and mate-
rials on the Week of Prayer
and the Golden Offering, call
Tennessee Woman’s Mission-
ary Union at 1-800-558-2090
or visit www.tnwmu.org. O —

Lonnie Wilkey

giving gifts
shepherd boy David must have
watched the stars in the night
sky as he cared for his father
Jesse’s sheep.

¢ Sign up for a library-eard.
Research shows that children
who have books read develop an
appreciation of literature and
reading becomes a priority in
life. Reading is the foundation of
being a success in school. Or
enroll the child in a book-a-
month club where they help
make a selection.

e Invest in the child’s future

with a savings bond. By the time
the child is ready to start col-
lege, this investment could
make a difference in his or her
future. -
Parents, talk with the child’s
grandparents. Help them real-
ize that you appreciate their
love for the child and want the
best for everyone. 7 — Tomlin
writes for numerous Christian
publications. Her husband, Matt,
is pastor of Ward’s Grove Baptist
Church, Jackson

making
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Christ
known

By Bill Northeo
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'ﬂ.""' For “TBVMN Update” Church of Bowling Green, Ken- .
ﬂ'”fm fo 'OWC tucky, worked with a Brazilian S
jotarclaKnox - I-IENDERSONVILLE — “At least 650 doctor to provide medical direc- :"
e 'BVMN Update” lives have been changed forever and eterni- tion. A group of physician assis- o
! ty has been altered,” according to almost . tants, registered nurses, licensed '3
: .JOWE — A 51-mem- 50 mission volunteers from First Baptist professional nurses, and other ”i

ssions team from Wal- Church of Hendersonville who did medical, medical technicians also provided fya
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lool Community Church, Des | o6t ” said Richard Gaia, First Church  mont Baptist Church, Nashville. it
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ij h‘w e{;tsﬂnp;;nﬁeﬁm B};tlsafld to begin.ft?llnw-up with those making spiri- people; the pediatric group saw _ e 3 f; f

{ Friendship Baptist Cen- | ‘U3l decisions. Bonsucesso Church pastor 350 children; the adult dlinic saw -y, gpazy jaN CHILDREN pray during a wor- )i
gr& Dés Meines. e G St et ] ok OF SOL1 ouics) b ship service at Central Baptist Church of Bonsuces- i
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- The medical clinic of 23 volunteers was ed 944 fluoride treatments. the Olympic Park near Central chureh. A i..g

the cornerstone for the week’s activity. Two The sports evangelism ministry for First large number of children and adults heard :'f'-

medical doctors, Tony Dallas, a member of = Church of Hendersonville was the first in-  the gospel, presented by team members *j‘

First Church of Hendersonville, and Jeff ternational sports experience for the 18 on ~ during expanded basketball camps, o

Blackerby, a member of First Baptist this team. Morning sessions were held at — See FBC, page 6 1..1
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CROSSVILLE — Montana
missions has not only been a
life changing experience for
people in Montana, but two
Tennessee Baptist churches in
Crossville are also reporting
the same experience, according
to their pastors.

“Montana missions have

 been life changing for Hillside

Village, a mobile home commu-
nity in Billings, but also for
Meridian Baptist Church and
Cumberland Fellowship Bap-
tist Church, both in Cross-

tively, who worked June 13-16

‘with a team of 18 mission vol-

unteers from Tennessee doing
Backyard Bible Clubs, ‘a block
party, survey work, and
prayerwalking in Montana.

In fact, these two Tennessee
churches along with possible
other churches, are planning to
start another church in the

- Billings area in 2006. Both

Tennessee pastors agree that
their churches are making a
long term commitment and
connection with people they
have truly “come to love” in
Montana.

ville,” said pastors Mike Gar-

SINGING DURING a preschoo! perfonnance at the block party at
Hillside Village mobile home community in Billings, Montana, are
Crossville leaders, from left, Tina Bible, a member of Meridian
Baptist Church, Jenell Krumpols, Allie Brewer, and Jackie Brew-
er, all members of Cumberiand Fellowship Baptist Church.

from Crossville was the second
mission team that returned to
Hillside Village to do BYBCs.
This year the team offered a bi-
cycle repair shop and about 20
bikes were repaired during the
week.

“It was another great week,”
said Jones. “Around 75 percent
of those that made decisions
were back for the 2005 VBS at
Highland Village Baptist
Church, a mission of Rimrock
Baptist Church, both in
Billings. In addition, seven
new decisions were made for
Christ. Over 200 people attend-
ed VBS this year and the at-
tendance averaged around 135
a day.”

At the end of the week dur-
ing the block party, each age
group did a small program of
what they had learned during
the week.

“One of the most important
things that happened this year
was the local involvement of .
the parents of the children,”
Jones added. “One of the par-
ents told us that they knew we

liked them when we were there .

last year. But they knew we
loved them when we were will-
ing to return this year!”

— See Crossville, page 6

|
|

on Nov. 15

| For “TBVMN Update”

BRENTWOOD — A Cele-
bration of 25 Years of Part-
nership/Volunteer Missions
is scheduled for Tuesday
night, Nov. 15, during the
131st Annual Session of the
Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion at the First Baptist
Church of Clarksville, ac-
cording to Volunteer Mis-
sions specialist Kim Mar-
ETave. vy

The Tuesday night session
begins at 6:45 p.m. It will be
followed from 7-9 p.m. with
volunteers’ and missionaries’
testimonies, and videos. A
Parade of Flags will high-
light all of the TBC Partner-
ships including Burkina Fa-

. so, Costa Rica, Portugal,
. Philippines, Chile, Canada,
. Poland, Michigan, Vene-

zuela, Rio de Janeiro, Iowa,
Montana, Tennessee, and the

' Canadian Baptist Seminary.

In addition to the Celebra-
tion, the Volunteer Missions

| Team will offer several mis-

sion projects in 2006 to re-
turn to the Partnership

. Countnies. J
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LaVergne church team bu:lds, mlmsters in W'lton, lo

By Marcia Knox
For “TBVMN Update”

LAVERGNE — A 19-member mission
team from Miracle Baptist Church here
worked June 18-23 at Wilton Baptist
Church in Wilton, Iowa, where they did
Backyard Bible Clubs, construction, and
a revival, according to Norma Bird, a
member of Miracle Church.

Prior to the trip, the church held a se-
ries of fundraisers to raise money for
everyone to go to lowa. “The team was
able to raise over $7,000 which repre-
sents just a small portion of what God
can do when Christians join together for
His work,”said Bird.

Some of the fundraisers were: a com-
munity-wide benefit concert featuring lo-
cal bands with a spaghetti supper and a
Nashville Kats player to sign auto-
graphs, held at LaVergne Middle School,;
a city-wide yard sale held on the mayor’s
lawn; and working as greeters and
cleanup team for the Middle School’s bas-

week, but on Thursday night over 100
people attended.

According to Bird, the church’s origi-
nal home was a mobile home, which was
to be burned after the new building was
completed. The new church building was
begun in 2004 by a Tennessee church,
and Miracle Church finished it up. Due
to weather conditions, the Wilton Fire
Department was unable to follow up on
the controlled burn while the mission
team was there. | _

The BYBC was held daily Monday-
Thursday using the theme of LifeWay's
Construction Zone at the lowa church
with 38 students enrolled. The students
were able to watch the construction team
fell trees. The students also planted
grass. During the commencement ser-
vices, the Fire Department visited and
brought their fire engine for the children
to see.

In addition to the construction team
cutting down 80 ft. trees and removing
grass around the church, they also laid

ketball tournament.

While the Miracle Church team was in
Towa, the team held nightly revival ser-
vices at Wilton Church with different
team members preaching. The Iowa
church averages around 20 people each

Wallace

Memorial ...

— Continued from page 5
scheduled them for pre-martlal
counseling.

“Also at the BYBG one of
the little girls was deaf She
was given special attention
during the week, and we
watched her bloom!”

One morning at the Friend-
ship Center, the Knoxville stu-
dents attracted attention from
local “gang members,” who
came to see what was going on
at the BYBCs. Even through

the boys were dressed in their

terested, by Friday the gang
members were asking if the
Knoxville students would be
back next summer. Around 120
kids attended the BYBC at the
Friendship Center, and many
were from a homeless shelter.

“Being from a Knoxville
church that puts children’s
needs out front, it was an eye
opener for our students to see
how the other side lives,”
Bolton noted. “Our students
were touched and committed to
wanting to make a difference.

“Also at Living Hope
Church’s BYBC a group of six
ladies and two students went
door to door with Faith sur-
veys. The team had many op-
portunities to share the gospel,
and one young adult accepted
the Lord.

“God gave us the assign-
ment of being partners with
Iowa, and we feel like family to
Living Hope Church. We an-
swered “The Call,’ and God has
blessed. Living Hope Church
hopes to have their construc-
tion completed by this fall, and
we want to be present for the
dedication.” O

“gang” image and acted non-in- |

straw and graded the church lawn,
poured 120 tons of gravel, and leveled it
to make a parking lot, and placed a
steeple on the top of the church roof.
They also stained a deck, painted and re-
paired a garage wall, and replaced and

FBC, Hendersonwlle, sees 650 saved in ...

— Continued from page 5
and several gave their hearts
to Jesus.

Afternoon sports sessions
were held both at the Brazilian

Federal military base across
from Central Church and at
the Olympic Park. The mili-
tary base Commandant Lieu-
tenant Colonel Jerson was
helpful in providing space and
security for the sports evange-
lism team. Jerson welcomed
Gala and Waldheim. Jerson, a

. Presbyterian evangelical, told

the ministers that he hoped to
finish his theological studies
upon retirement from the mili-
tary and enter the ministry
full time.

According to Gaia, Wald-
heim had spoken to Jerson
about the Tennessee mission
team coming to the area and
using their facilities. Jerson
also attended the mission trip’s
closing worship service.

house.

The eight-member ministry
team that served in the area of

personal evangelism made sure
that everyone entering the clin-
ic heard a gospel presentation.

- The church also arranged evan-

gelistic appointments in the
community. Evangelism teams
used the EvangeCube to assist
in their presentations, whether
in the clinic, in homes, or at
community locations. .
First Church of Henderson-
ville has a history with Central
Church that began five years -
ago. This was the fourth joint
venture between the two
churches. This year’s team
leaders Gaia and Angelea
Floyd, First Church of Hender-
sonville media assistant, par-
ticipated in all four trips.

“This mission trip encounter

was particularly meaningful
also due to a joint effort by the
two congregations to help the
Brazilian congregation obtain a

Crossville ch urches serve

— Continued from page 5

As early as June 2004 a com-
bined mission team of 42 from
the Crossville churches trav-
eled 34 hours to Billings. When
they arrived, they set up for
Backyard Bible Clubs and
prayerwalked the community.
They also did door-to-door sur-
vey inquiring about a new
church for Hillside Village. The
team expected 20 to 30 people
to attend during the week, but
God had other plans, according
to Jones.

“On the first day about 22
attended,” Jones noted. “The
second day had 50 people, and

the third day had over a 100 in
attendance. On Friday evening

- there was a block party and

over a 150 were present.”
During that week, 52 people
made personal decisions for
Christ, which ranged from chil-
dren to senior adults. Over the
next several months, the
Crossville pastors stayed in
contact with the people in Hill-
side Village, who eventually
formed home Bible studies, and
with Rimrock Baptist Church.
The Montana Southern Baptist
Convention next found a bivo-
cational pastor church planter,
Tom Mulford. He became the

repaired a bathroom floor at the pastor’s

“Everyone said on the way home to
LaVergne that everything fit h'ke a puz-

ﬂ llll"‘

RAISING THE STEEPLE on Wilton Baptist Church in Wilton, lowa, are
Matt Biggs, Jimmy Carney, and Rich Bird, all members of Miracle Baptis i
LaVergne, while mission team members watch from the ground. |

new church facility earlier this
year,” Gaia added.
The Brazilian-church had

been jammed into a facility
that would hold no more than

200. They became aware of an ®

opportunity earlier in the year

“to purchase a commercial

building that could easily be
adapted into a facility to ac-
commodate 1,000 worshipers. .
Not having the financial re-
sources, the Brazilian leaders -
asked First Church of Hender-
senville for a loan. The Ten-
nessee church determined an
outright gift of $50,000 was

God’s will in this situation. The

gift allowed the believers to ac-
quire the facility which gave
the Central Church a five times

-larger building than the previ-

ous facility.

Sunday, July 31, the new v fa-
cility was dedicated to the Lord
in a worship service involving
both congregations. Gaia

in Montfana ...

pastor of Hillside Village
Church.

The vision for the new Mon-
tana church plant had started
as early as 2003, when the
Crossville pastors, who are good
friends, began to pray about do-
ing a joint missions project to-
gether. As they prayed, it be-
came evident to them that God
was leading them to Billings.
They not only wanted to hold a
Backyard Bible Clubs missions
trip, but they also wanted to lay
the ground work for a new
church start in a needed area.

After a call to the Montana
Baptist Convention in Billings,

—= : F --.'-" - I"_ pe—

zle on this mission trip,” said B
“Things went very smooth, and
blessings were on what we wert i
do in Jowa.” O
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preached the dedicatic m
mon through an inter
Gaia challenged the ¢
tion not to trust in th b
building to reach ,
“People reach peop {4
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pectation of you is th: i}
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Commission.” |
The service ended
baptismal service in
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church. Some had be¢
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dersonville mission |
weeks. 1
In addition, missi
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ing the unique bond
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gardless of language
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»ast when Stevens Street
Axls had visited First

b & of Poplar when there
il pastors at the church,
ot :Indzan Reservation is a

E’l

>ia Knox
' \VMN Update”

cording to Frank.

“There were four graded
classes rotating in VBS, and
Vance actually baptized Joe
Paul Tackett twice for each

ward to ‘catching up.’
“What began as a
partnership has evolved

and in front of their houses.
“Native Americans really en-
joy fireworks, and on the Fourth
of July it is quite a show,” added
Frank. “Families shoot hun-

pokeville, Carthage congregations serve in Montana

of the church. The Hesses have
been a continuous Christian
witness, and they consider
themselves called by God to be
on the reservation.

apel Hill church serves in lowa for fourth year

period with his wife and grand-
children, Bruce has returned
home and is reported to be do-
ing well. O — Compiled by Mar-
cia Knox from a report.

Team leader

training set
For “TBVMN Update”

MN Update” suvermgn nation, and the city is  class. The weekend of July 24

¥ " in the middle of the reservation.  Vance had his first “real” bap- 2o
FOKEVILLE — A 86-miem- The tribes have been very open  tism, and he baptized three peo- oy

' dssion team from Stevens  to us, because we have built re-  ple. At least 16 other children in 4%

4 = Baptist Church, here and = lationships over the years. the Montana church have ex- e

{ Baptist Church of “The overwhelming comment pressed the desire to become s
age worked July 1-9 with I heard this year was ‘I wish we  Christians and to follow the -i
‘st Baptist Church of could have stayed longer.’ The Lord in baptism. Vance will fol- %
=, Montana, according to a  mission field is white unto har-  low-up with these children.” i
rssee Baptist associate vest in Poplar, but the laborers In addition to the VBS, the 3

' . are few.” team conducted two community B0

= team had 18 members Poplar, located in the north events. The first was a Commu- i
stevens Street Church and east corner of Montana, 60 miles nity Feast on July 4. The Poplar i
enbers.were from First south of the Canadian border community was invited for a I:

~{ b of Carthage noted and 70 miles west on North hamburger/hot dog cookout. i
as Street Church associate Dakota, is the tribal headquar- Along with the feast, the team > - 3,

p g birank. | RO ForE Heck dntan had a carnival with games and | FADING CRAFTS during VBS at First Baptist Church of Poplar on g
1s was our eighth trip to Reservation which is home to prizes for the children, and the Montana Indian Reservation are, from left, Jill Frank and Martha g
with the Montana church,  two separate Indian nations, the  there were almost 200 who par- | apjer of Stevens Street Baptist Church, Cookeville, and Morgan W
ds was the second joint Assiniboine and the Sioux. ticipated. Benton of First Baptist Church of Carthage, standing. 23

-{ aat we have made with The team worked with First The second event was a com- i
“hurch of Carthage,” said = Church of Poplar pastor Vance munity pool party. The team dreds of dollars worth of fire- “lI came away from Poplar .E

' Thomas and his wife Cathy, rented the local pool and invited works and then there is a pile of this year with a sense of excite- }f
sides the excitement that - who have been in Poplar for everyone to swim. With over trash to pick up left over from ment about what the Lord is do- ','r
with a church doing a nine months. 100 swimming and many more the fireworks. As our team ing and is going to do through b 5%

| :f ;1 trip, there is added ex- The combined team conduct- ©~ watching, many parents came picked up the trash, they shared - the ministry of pastor Vance.” 7%
mt when a second church  ed Vacation Bible School at with their children and gave with the people about the Another significant event ,;

ae team and a partner- First Church of Poplar with Vance a chance to meet them. church, the community events, that occurred on the mission 1‘5

il 'ms, When churches over 100 in attendance. The af- The team also helped paint and the Lord. trip was when a lay pastor from L"
r together, they have a ternoon VBS was very evange- the pastor's house and assisted “In addition to Vance and his Cookeville, Ray Bruce, experi- *,':
ame of service, and they listic with the ABC’s of salva- in other projects in the morning  wife, First Church, Poplar, has enced chest pains on the trip, igg,ff;f_f

i ment each other. tion and an emphasis on trust- before the VBS classes. They one family that has been active  according to Frank. Bruce's son G
" st Church of Carthage ing in Jesus. The last session " also did light construction in- leaders for more than 10 years. and daughter-in-law lived only o
_i =reat team member. featured a demonstration of cluding building shelves and Bill and Kathy Hess have been two and half hours away in *,'
v mes neéd to work and baptism with Vance “baptizing” some renovation of the church. the consistent family through- Great Falls. The Cookeville resi-
3l i -ugethe?.'f' to partner on one of the mission team mem- One new project was for some of out all of our trips to Poplar. dent was taken to “the best ;
‘sl 2 trips.” bers. This was the first time the team to go throughout the They teach in the local school heart hospital in Montana” 14
= hrdmg to Frank, there Vance has ever even practiced community and clean-up fire- * system and have invested their = where his family worked. After :_'nj.'f
=en at least three times baptism, and he was excited, ac- works in the peoples’ driveways  lives in the people and ministry  six-bypasses and a recuperation ‘rﬁ
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(1 PEL HILL — For the into a real ‘give and take’ BRENTWOOD — A new
§18) Lr years, members of relationship. This year Team Leader Training event

v, . Baptist Church here when Crossover came to 18 set for Oct. 14-15 at First
= rtnered with the Great  Nashville prior to the Baptist Church of Goodletts- _
= 3aptist Association in Southern Baptist Con- ville, sponsored by the Vol-

8 orf, Iowa, to staff a vention annual meeting, unteer Missions Team. T!'"S
'E ng camp for childrenin  Towa’s Great Rivers Asso- will be the first apportunity
B 226, according toa TBC ciation director.of mis- to use the revised materials

:, & i e i fnir training, according to 22

O he very first trip to brought a team to Chapel Kim Margrave, Volunteer f;

55 ne, lowa, in 2002, God Hill to assist us with a Missions specialist. ik

o<f x adults and eight community-wide block _ Al Hodges, IMB Market- I

< said Barbara Powers, party the day before our ing and Product [')EV'EitJ]J-_ 25

% ounting general ledger  team left for Iowa. God ment Global Equipping di- %

s= t and Smyrna Baptist has truly blessed our rector, will present Fhe Pty -3
hx| missions chairperson. church.” b W = : _ : Teait:m tleader (;I‘rzlrrti_m_g fTil;T )
t : : materials, an icipan 2
E i:;{:ﬂ;;f :':tizie te;:’;’ﬁ{:aé nig;o&lun- RECEIWNG THE PADDLE for the most flexible camp counse!ars from feedback will bf welcul:ned. :
b 2 trip.” Church, 12 youth and Tennessee are from left, camp nurse Rhonda Roberson, Tanner ﬁober- Included in the training =

- IR R ICreRt Feitrs — a:iults, vearked son, Pat Roberson, and Scarleft Roberson, from lowa camp co-director are being an effective team
| | san pasbnared with Ten~" - Jane 2025 a5 Spring Sherry Bates. leade-r, building your team,

sool New Duck River Asso-  Valley Bible Camp in Musca- adults had not gone to camp, games and crafts, puppet min- meeting expenses, training |
| c-l Shelbyville, Smyrna tine, Iowa, with 56 children the Smyrna Church youth, who  istry, camp nurse, and camp your team, getting there, the | 1
irw answered the call. The  from six Iowa churches and have gone over the years, could  counselors.” Bible and security, cooperat- | 3
‘ 1ill church has re- with some children with no have done the camp by them- ~ According to Powers, one ing with field strategy, and |

\cm| ach year to lowa. church affiliation. At least 14 selves. child came to camp with his return and debrief. ’

B% > that first trip to Iowa  decisions for Christ were made, “Even though some of the Book of Mormon, but by the end Registration is $20 per per- |

to-l. has grown to as many  and this was the most decisions  Iowa key camp players were ab-  of the week he had accepted son. Register on line at |l

6@ 1rch members along recorded in one year for the sent, God took care of every- Christ. W""'W-tnbﬂlftls‘:-”rg- or contact | ‘

i |r of our youth members team. thing by providing all personnel “Missions in general have be- Heather Wilson, Volunteer |

g<i *h year,” added Powers.  “This year’s theme was Set- necessary for the camp. Our come a lifestyle for our church | Missions r-}ihn}stry assistant, |

tco endships have devel- ting Sail with the story of Jon- Smyrna Church provided the volunteers who are always | at 1-800-558-2090 ext. 2061 or |

| hwilson@tnbaptist.org. J

|

| ,.c..l_ 1 each year we look for- - recreation, worship and music,

ah,” noted Powers. “If our ready.” O

. s LTy "
‘q. r“ .“ L i “
- “ e "_ w o
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Tennessee Baptist Volunteer Missions Network UIPDATE

Paritnership Projects

Place Project IBJL- Ll Dates
| Doctors, dentists, pharma-
'Rio de Janeiro | Rio-05-16 |cists, nurses, helpers needed |10/21-30 open
for medical clinics

Carter Lake, IA-05-41 Light construction and sur- open open
lowa . vey work

::alrbank, 1A-05-60 | Conduct sports clinic open 5

owa | |
!?{;:;x C'ty’ ' 1A-05-50 |'Conduct women’s retreat 10/20-23 1-2
| Indepen- o e
Hence dowd IA-05-60 EConduct sports clinic ‘open open

_ e 2 | o

IOrange City, IA-05-35 1Team to put new roof on open open
lowa church

Sioux City, hEAR Adopt an area to help start a :

ot |A-05-19 Shriroh ongoing open
| Sioux Rapids, IA-05-18 Light construction and repair open open
lowa work

Equipment Need in lowa
Church in Sioux City, lowa, is in need of a donated van or

to purchase a van in order to start a van ministry.

|

First Church, Adamsville,

-serves in Northwood, lowa
By Marcia Knox

For “TBVMN Update”

ADAMSVILLE — A group of 42 volunteers representing
First Baptist Church of Adamsville worked July 15-22 do-
ing construction and Vacation Bible School for Northwuod
Baptist Church in Northwood, Iowa.

At Northwood Church the team refinished the sanctuary
floor, painted and decorated classrooms, painted an 80-foot
handicap ramp, put siding on the garage at the pastor’s
home, and remodeled the pastor’s office.

Before the team left for Towa, Robert Hughes, a member
of First Church of Adamsville, made a communion table for"
the Northwood Church and bookcases for their pastor’s Df—
fice.

The group also assisted in VBS, which had a high atten-
dance of 35 and 10 children accepted Christ.

The pastor at First Church, Phil Mitchell, contacted the
pastor at Northwood Church, Bob Luebbert, to get a list of
the church’s needs. First Church had been told by Shiloh
Baptist Association director of missions Ron Davidson that
Northwood Church needed painting following a trip to
lowa.

According to First Church secretary, Sue Meek, during a
rest stop while on the road in Wood Hull, I1l., the team no-
ticed their van was smoking from underneath and trans-
mission fluid was leaking out of the van.

After an extended break, some of the men tried to find a
rental place in ordér to obtain another van, but everything
was closed as were all mechanic shops.

“First Church member Sam Word, suggested that we all
pray,” said Meek. “Our group spent several minutes praying
and crying out to God. It was then that God answered us in
a big way.

“As soon as we said amen, a man asked to see the group
that was stranded. It turned out he was a trucker who was
just completing a 900 mile journey and had heard of our
trouble over his CB radio. He came 15 miles out of his way
to offer his help. In the end, he allowed us to borrow his
church’s van to get to Mason City, Iowa, which was another
six hours away. This was one of the many, many blessings
we received during the week.” O

Big Emory sends 60 fo serve in Rio

For “TBVMN Update

BRENTWOOD — The first
2005 medical/evangelism mission
team to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
June 10-18, sponsored by the Big

Emory Baptist Association, Harri-

man, had 60 volunteers from sev-
en Baptist associations, according
to team leader David Acres, TBC
Disaster Relief/Construction spe-
cialist. : _

"This was my ninth mission
trip to Brazil, and it seems each
one just keeps getting better,”
said Acres. “God put us together

in such an amazing way. We were

not all from the same church, the
same town, the same association,
or even the same state, but we
worked together ag a unit for the
glory and honor of Jesus Christ.
We all received a great blessing
for the work that was done.”

Acres helped organize the
team along with his wife Paulette
while he served as the Big Emory
Association director of missions
and before he accept;ed the TBC
position.

“Lives were changed during *
this week,” said Paulette Acres.
“Many Brazilians came to know
Jesus as Lord and Savior. Many
Americans drew closer to the
Lord and also to a greater under-
standing of missions.”

Besides Big Emory Associa-
tion, other associations represent-
ed by the volunteers were Knox
County Baptist Association, Mid-
land/Northern Baptist Associa-
tion, Sevier County Baptist Asso-
ciation, Mid-South Baptist Associ-
ation, and others from out of
state.

Work began Saturday as soon

~ the team boarded buses to

on the medical téam were: two op-

-"'ﬂ i
Canadian Southern Baptist Semmqy E
visiting faculty teaching opportunities |

Semesters are approximately 15 weeks long and run mm |
Sept. 1 — Dec. 15 (Fall) and Jan. 15 — May 15 (Spring). Inten.
sives/J Terms are usually one week long and occur in January
and mid-May to mid-June.

Fall, 2005

* Courses related to Principles of Teaching and Christian Ed
cation — graduate and undergraduate levels (one person need §

» Courses related to Preaching and Pastoral Ministries* gr
uate level (one person needed) _

Spring, 2006 =

* Courses related to Systematic Theology and theology m
— graduate and undergraduate level (one person needed) |

* Courses related to Missions, Education Philosophy, and M
terial Development — graduate level (one or two Persons nee

Fall, 2006

» Courses related to Pastoral Ministries — undergraduate ¢
(one person)

e Courses related to Church Administration, Principlesaaf'l'ea -
ing, Youth Ministry — graduate level (one person needed) |

* Courses related to Church Growth and electives — gradm ,
level (one person needed) '

January, 2007 Intensive (one week)

* Church Administration — graduate level (one person nee

General Requirements for Teaching: = |

e Ph.D. or equivalent degree in discipline related to teachin
signment for graduate teaching

¢ Masters degree in discipline related to teaching assignme
undergraduate teaching

¢ Minimum of five years church/denominational experience
some academic teaching experience preferred O

!
E .

as the team arrived in Rio with
its 15 professional medical
team members, 20 medical as-
sistants, and 25 evangelism
team members, who organized
medical supplies and medica-
tions brought from home for
the clinic.

Sunday morning the team
experienced a Brazilian wor-
ship service with the First Bap-
tist Church of Manginghus. A
musical group from Callahan
Road Baptist Church,
Knoxville, presented special
music. Pastor Paul Frick of
Liberty Baptist Church, Wart-
burg, preached.

Monday through Thursday,

travel to First Church to hold
the first medical clinie in 4
Manginghus slum. Each day
church members and a long
line of patients greeted the
team along with their Brazilian
translators. Many of the pa-

LEADING A prayer for the |
treatment group beforaﬂ

.....

Rio de Janeiro is Yvette @ g |

tients had waited all night in Liberty Baptist Church, m ;
line to be seen by the medical o :
team. : + 89 in the dental chnlc*m m ¢

Some patients also reported the eye clinic. no ‘
standing in line for two nights to 2,607 prescriptions f

enter the clinics. The medical
team leaders were: physicians
Rodney McMillin, member of
First Baptist Church of Kingston,
and Tim Morris, member of Calla-
han Road Church. Others serving

ments. There were W
sions of faith that we! e
by the evangelism team.
Leading the evar :--'! t '
-were: Mike Vlles, fidlanc jo8
ern Association c T 0
sions, and Jerry Vi : e,
of Clear Springs Baptist!

!

v ix
.-:‘-f l
1,189 children had fluc :
!
i
: f

tometrists; three dental students
from University of Tennessee

L =,

Medical Units at Memphis; one Knoxville. \

LPN; five nurses; one pharmacist, Paulette Acres ¢ k

and one pharmacy assistant. tor Pedra Rodnguu '
Statistics for the medical team  Church and his church :

revealed: 815 people were seen in  have organized 12 & »

studies for new conv -'-

S

'

11
the medical and pediatric clinics; i
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LLE — Joyce Aylor
- grow up with a strong
an foundation in her
home, but she did
church functions and
I reading publications
¢ Biblical Illustrator:
r, however, wanted
_..han the information
by a typical Sunday
¥ Lesson or Biblical Illus-
article from the long-
H suthern Baptist publi-
She wanted to know
7hat God had to say,” so
ecame Involved 1In
's small group Bible

] e o i ) S S S— 1 N, —
bl ¥

was more than 20
2o, and Aylor’s passion
e study has only grown
ontinues to participate
lead small group Bible

Lassireo

o —
B —— - - —

NISTRY — MUSIC

st Baptist Church of
'ity, Tenn., a vibrant and
congregation in subur-
| xville, is searching for a
worship pastor. Please
sume -to debbie @first-

1 »rg.

o0 Qe Qe
o side Baptist Church in
k| vn, Tenn., is accepting
for a full-time minister
“Please send resume to
ﬁtde P.O. Box 500, Mor-
‘TN 37815, Attn. Music
ae For more information
yrningside, visit our web
| www.morningsidebap-
fr.com.
Qe
ed church seeks a part-
“ ship leader (paid) for
® Morning contemporary
related special

1 and
Aust have experience
and coordinating wor-
iise team/band, and
2lements of a service;
worship planning team.
~ Attn. Robin Rosser,
3aptist Church, 5363
>adway, Knoxville, TN
K: (865) 688-2423.

TOOCS

M no, Tenn., is seeking

W minister of music. E-
gauldin @crockettnet.-
Viusic Committee, 147
i St, Alamo, TN

| e

M resumes for part-time,
= full-time minister of
‘| 2ase send resume to
- hts Baptist Church, 95
lune, McKenzie, TN
+ n. Kim Kelly

OO P

= laptist Church is seek-
- terim/part-time music
% lead a blended style
= . Send resume to Per-
Il ommittee, P.O. Box
= mna, TN 37167.
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studies. She now serves as
director of women’s Bible stud-
ies at the Nashville-area
ClearView Baptist Church in
Franklin.

“'m just as hungry as
[other women] are for the
Word,” Aylor said, explaining
why her involvement contin-
ues after
more than 20
years. “I
think I learn
more when
I'm teaching
362

The first |58
goal of Bible
studies is to
ignite a passion for God’s Word
in participants, but most
women initially show up for
the social aspects of gathering

with other women, she
observed.
“I think they know they can

find a little bit of the Word and
a lot of fellowship,” Aylor said.
“I want to reverse that.”

Over the years, Aylor has
conducted countless Bible
studies organized into various
formats. The inductive study
technique, like that champi-
oned by best-selling author
Kay Arthur, enticed Aylor into
deeper study, and it remains

CLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — PASTOR
McMinnville First Baptist Church

iS seeking a visionary, purpose .

driven individual with a heart for
church growth, evangelism, mis-
sions, and outreach to serve as
our pastor. FBC is a well estab-
lished SBC church with an aver-
age Sunday morning atten-
dance of 350. Qualified
candidates must have a semi-
nary degree with a minimum of 5
years experience. Send
resumes to fbcresumes@-
yahoo.com by Oct. 1

N T !
o ole ol o

Poplar Heights Baptist Church in
Jackson, Tenn., is now accepting
resumes for senior pastor. For
further information see
www.poplarheights.com. Please
e-mail resume to phbc@iwol.-
com or mail to Pastor Search
Committee, Poplar Heights Bap-
tist Church, 1980 Hollywood Dr.,
Jackson, TN 38305.
L -
First Baptist Church, Monterey,
Tenn., is now accepting resumes
for a full-time pastor position.
Please send resumes to Mon-
terey First Baptist Church, 106
North Chestnut St., Monterey,
TN 38574. Post to the attention
of Sonny Gilpatrick.
see e

Lynn Garden Baptist Church of
Kingsport, Tenn., is currently
seeking a full-time pastor. Please
send resume to Pulpit Commit-
tee Chairman, "Lynn Garden
Baptist Church, 301 May Ave.,
Kingsport, TN 37665.

her favorite format.

This approach requires stu-
dents to rely on the Bible as
their main source of interpre-
tation and application rather
than extended analysis and
commentary from the study’s
author. Many published stud-
ies using this technique
include workbooks that fur-
ther promote active participa-
tion.

“You have to be intentional
with [Bible study] if you're
going to get a changed life out

of it,” Aylor said.
Workbook-based studies
began gaining popularity

about a
decade

fennessee news

a LifeWay Christian Store in
Birmingham, Ala., said she
has helped many women find
the right study for their
groups during the seven years
she has worked in LifeWay
stores.

Maxner said Beth Moore’s
materials are the most popu-
lar women’s studies because
the best-selling author and
teacher finds a way to make
biblical material relevant to
women’s everyday lives.

“Beth Moore has probably
tapped into an aspect of bibli-
cal- teachings that really
speaks to women,” said Max-

men see changed lives via small group Bible studies

lives of Abraham and his
descendants.

Baldwin said he expects as
many as 10,000 small groups
to participate in Moore's new
study this fall.

“[Moore’s] No. 1 gift is she's
a great speaker,” Baldwin said.
“Women are looking for stud-
1es that hit them where they
are and are relevant to what
they’re doing today.”

The weekly schedules of
many women consist of every-
thing from board meetings and
client dinners to soccer games
and school and church func-
tions. Still, women are making

_ time for the fellow-

ago. ‘
While weight
loss and fit-
ness studies
such as “First
Place” are still
p. o praliar,
women have

You have to be intentional with [Bible
study] if you're going to get a changed

life out of it. — Joyce Aylor

ship and spiritual
growth opportunities
a Bible study offers.
Lynn Truitt has
been teaching
women’s Bible stud-
ies for more than 15

, years. As the director

begun to
embrace stud-
ies more geared toward spiri-
tual health.

“Women are looking for
something a little deeper in
their spiritual walk,” said Don-
nie Baldwin, buyer of product
and church supplies with Life-
Way Christian Stores. “They
want something more for their
spiritual lives.”

Gabbie Maxner manager of

CLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — STUDENT
Union Baptist Church, Lexing-
ton, Tenn., is accepting resumes
for a part-time youth pastor.
Please send to Aaron Arm-
strong, 330 Union Church Rd.,
Lexington, TN 38351 or e-mail to
ubcchesterfield @ netscape.com.

fo oG oo
Caney- Fork Baptist Church is
seeking a part-time minister of
youth. Please send resume to
Caney Fork Baptist Church,
2396 Hwy. 70 East, Cookeville,
TN 38506, (931) 520-1910.
o e e

Seeking a full-time minister of
students and outreach for a pur-
pose driven church located in
suburban Saint Louis County.
Must have a passion for youth
ministry and reaching students
for Christ. College degree pre-
ferred. Please send resume
and/or recommendations to Min-
ister of Students Search Com-
mittee, c/o Fee Fee Baptist
Church, 11330 Saint Charles
Rock Rd., Bridgeton, MO 63044.

ner, adding that women began
calling the store about Moore’s
new study, The Patriarchs:
Encountering the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, about
five months before its June 1
debut.

Moore’s new study focuses
primarily on chapters 12-50 of
Genesis as it guides women
through the lives of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob. She high-

lights God’s blessings,
covenant and promise, and
how those transformed the

~ CLASSIFIED |}

MINISTRY — COMBINATION

Full-time youth minister/educa-
tion director needed. Bachelor's
degree required; seminary train-
ing preferred. Send resume to
Janet Scherer, 1621 South Lin-
coln, Kennett, MO 63857 or e-
mail jscherer@we.rr.com.
“ole e ol

First Baptist Church of Santa Fe,
New Mexico, is seeking a full-
time associate pastor for youth
and children. Send resume to
the church at 1605 Old Pecos
Trail, Santa Fe, NM 87505 or call
(505) 983-9141. Deadline is Oct.
31, 2005.

MINISTRY — OTHER
Organist needed: FBC, McMin-
nville, is currently seeking an
organist for two Sunday morning
services. If interested, please
contact Sean Gossett, Minister
of Music, at (931) 473-4416.

iiL]feW

CHURCH BUSES

Buses provided for LifeWay by

Carpenter Bus Sales
Franklin, TN + Since 1953

1-800-370-6180 » carpenterbus.com

of women’s ministry
at Hunter Street Bap-
tist Church in Hoover, Ala.,
she has the chance to see first-
hand the benefits of women
gathering around God’s Word.

“I just love seeing women
get in God’s Word,” Truitt said.
“It really is the only thing that
can change a life.”

Aylor acknowledged that
each woman must determine

the type of study that best fits
her needs and preferences. For

that reason, some churches
offer a wvariety of studies
throughout the year.

At . ClearView Baptist, for
instance, Aylor said she likely
would teach Beth Moore’s The
Patriarchs in the fall while
another teacher probably will
teach an inductive study. Cur-
rently, Aylor is leading a First
Place «class on Sunday
evenings.

“If a person’s life has been
affected so that person is no
longer under the stronghold of
a particular sin, that’s a suc-
cessful study,” Aylor said.
“Changed lives make a suc-
cessful study.” O

Affordable Beachside
Vacation Condos
www.gulfshorescondos.com
All size units available, Fall Special
2 night weekend, $140.00; 4 week-
nights, $200.00 Efficiency Unit
(2 Aduits, 2 Kids) Good 9-6 thru 10-31
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524

Mission Trips to Mexico
Are you or your church wanting to
take your group on a life changing
missions frip to Mexico? Upon
This Rock International is provid-
ing opportunities for your church,
youth group, or family to experi-
ence missions first hand by being
involved on the mission fields of
Mexico and beyond!

www.utri.org
Email: office@utri.org
(417) 894-4316, Clay or Angie
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TBC to provide
information on
medical insurance

For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Area meet-
ings in September will provide
news from GuideStone Finan-
cial Resources about upgrades
in medical plans coverage, pre-
miums that will be level to
declining for the second consecu-
tive year, introduction of a plan
that will allow participants to
open a Health Savings Account,
and information for retirees
about medical supplement plans
and how prescription coverage
will work beginning in 2006.

According to Richard Skid-
more, GuideStone state repre-
sentative for the Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention, “These area
meetings should give our partic-
ipants and Baptist employers
adequate time to consider their
insurance options for 2006.
Morning meetings will provide
details on a new HSA insurance
plan and upgrades in the cover-
age on GuideStone’s medical
plans., Afternoon sessions will
provide the information needed
by our participants in medicare
supplement plans about
upgrades in their plans,
decreases in their premiums,
and information on how their
prescription coverage will work
going forward. I would urge any
participant in GuideStone’s
plans or any church or staff
member considering a change in
insurance to attend these meet-
ings.” Area conferences will be
held September 26-29 in Mem-
phis, Nashville, Knoxville, John-

2005 —

son City, and Chattanooga. O

Union soccer team
raises funds for
family in need

Union University news service

JACKSON — By doing yard
work and other odd jobs around
the Jackson community Aug. 19,
Union University’s men’s soccer
team raised nearly $2,000 for
the family of a recent Union
graduate whose mother was
killed in a car wreck.

“We actually did more work
than I thought we could in one
day,” said Coach Darin White.

The soccer team called off
practices to work around the
community in return for dona-
tions for the family of Titus Bar-
tos, a native of Romania who
graduated from Union in May.
Bartos was to be married Aug.
13, but his mother, Maria, died
Aug. 10 from injuries sustained
in an automobile accident.

Bartos’ five siblings weren’t
planning to make the trip for his
wedding, but they decided to
come to the United States for
their mother’s funeral, held Aug.
20 in Atlanta. Bartos and his
fiancee, Laura, were married
the following day.

All the money raised by the
soccer team will go to help with
travel costs for the family. White
said the team completed 33 proj-
ects and some donations were
still coming in through the mail.
He said the total amount could
reach $2,000.

“That’s pretty exciting,
because we didn’t expect to raise
anywhere near that,” said soph-

September 17, 2005 |
Naan- 11:00 PM

omore soccer player Michael
Pugh. -

Pugh said the soccer team’s
efforts were a benefit for the
school and the community, as
well as within the soccer team
itself. Many found the experi-
ence important in their own
spiritual journeys.

“Not only did we use it as an
outreach to help (Titus), but we
used it as an outreach to help
our own team,” Pugh said. O

Court OKs Ten
commandments

monument
Baptist Press

PLATTSMOUTH, Neb. — In
the first major Ten Command-
ments decision since the U.S.
Supreme Court had its say, a fed-
eral appeals court Aug. 19
upheld the constitutionality of a
large granite Decalogue monu-

ment that has stood in this city.

for 40 years.

The 11-2 decision by the full
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals
comes nearly two months after
the Supreme Court issued a
split decision in two separate
cases, allowing a Texas Ten
Commandments monument to
stand but ordering the removal
of a Kentucky Ten Command-
ments courtroom plaque. The
ruling by the Eighth Circuit

reversed an earlier 2-1 decision

by one of the court’s three-judge
panels..

The full Eighth Circuit relied
heavily on the Texas decision,
Van Orden v. Perry. Like the

Texas monument, the Platt-

~smouth monument was donated

national / state news

by the Fraternal Order of
Eagles. It resides on the corner
of a city park, roughly 10 blocks
from Plattsmouth city hall.
Approximately five feet tall and
three feet wide, the monument
was donated to the city in 1965.

“Like the monument at issue
in Van Orden, the Ten Com-
mandments monument in-
stalled in Memorial Park by the
City of Plattsmouth is a passive
acknowledgment of the roles of
God and religion in our nation’s
history,” Judge Pasco M. Bow-
man, an appointee of President
Reagan, wrote for the majority.
“Moreover, as was the case in
Van Orden, decades passed dur-
ing which the Ten Command-
ments monument stood in
Plattsmouth’s Memorial Park
without objection.”

The lawsuit was brought by
the . American Civil Liberties
Union of Nebraska on behalf of
John Doe, an anonymous local
citizen who is an atheist. In
addition to the three-judge
panel, a lower court also had
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Church in Starkville, Mississippi.

Hosts.

Idaho Falls,

Huntsville, AL.
$100 deposits are now due.

On July 18, 2006 join your Spiritual Director, Baptist M[nlstarﬂ
Roy Meyers on this 15-day vacation including a 7-day da!uxaﬂ
Cruise with Holland America Line and a 7-day Pacific
vacation with Your Man Tours Devohons will be made avaik

Friends and family are weict

|

Pastor Meyers and his "j:
took this same trip in June of 2005 serving as Your Man Tours £
They look forward to returning next year as hosts i
Baptist group visiting the land of the midnight sun during sol
summer’s Iungerdayllght hours. Your group will fly into S
night before a scenic motor coach drive to Vancouver &
board the five-star ms Volendam. Next, travel through a won!
maze of forested-island and glacier-carved fjords, pastcl '
coastal villages, migrating whales and calving glaciers
Skagway, Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier Bay. Aﬂar
you'll start a six-night motor coach tour with daily escnrted
visiting British Columbia; the Cascade Mountains; Was! o
Grand Coulee Dam; Lake Coeur d'Alene; Montana;, Yellow
Faithful) and Grand Teton National Parks; Jackson Hob.
Idaho; and in Utah: the Great Salt Lake, *
Tabernacle, and more. You'll fiy home after a night in M
Prices for this 15-day vacation start at only $1998 (per persof
occupancy), including, port charges and taxes, lots of es
coach sightseeing throughout the Pacific Northwest, the 7
Alaska cruise, 7 nights in quality hotels, and baggage he
$500 airfare from Nashville, Knoxville, Memphis, Chatta

For information, reservations, brochure, and Rev. Heyou‘

‘YOUR MAN’ TOURS

Providing carefree vacations since 19671 ":

1-800-
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minister’s corner
dall Adkisson ;

imes as | read Scripture I come across a pas-
h remarkable implications for everyday living.
k I found two: one i8 in Proverbs and the other
You may have read them but missed their depth.
.y have missed them altogether. Here they are. I
ou will agree that they are important. They may
e key to your future happiness. |

erbs 31:10 — “An excellent wife, who can find

—

L9:17 — “My breath is offensive to my wife...”
«alls believers to many tasks, none greater than
Kk of marriage. God’s gift of marriage has the
4l to curse or to bless. It may be your greatest dif-
or your greatest joy. As the ancient sage might
arriage is like a potluck supper; you get out of it
u put into it.”

marriage is important to God and to the king-
vd intended that it mirror the divine relationship
v Jesus and the church. When Christian mar-
alter and fail, the world sees a distorted picture
| love.
marriage is important to God because both you
j ir spouse are important to God. He has given
structions on which you can build a solid home
xriage. Instructions like those found in Eph-

and I Corinthians 7. He desires that you expe-
4 ve and that you express love boldly and wonder-
! that descriptive of your marriage relationship?
{ aise God!” If not, what will you do to make it dif-
X - to make you different?
Lage is not easy! You can never be perfect nor

Dead end ahead

By Mark Brown

Focal Passage: Ecclesiastes
1:13, 16-2:8, 18-22

We humans are an interesting
lot. One by one we come onto this
planet and we think that we must
learn most every lesson for our-
selves, including the hard ones.
At some point, we learn all too
well that a stove’s element gets
hot, really hot. Our mothers and
fathers may have told us that
time and time again, but we don’t
truly know it until we bear its
mark or miss the wounds by just
a little.

Solomon himself, our arche-
type for all things wise, admits
that he too had lessons to learn,
and he too had to learn them

more than once. He writes Eccle-

siastes out of those lessons by
admitting to his readers that he
was hardheaded. It's Sclomon the
wise man who writes these pas-
sages, but it was a younger, fool-
hardy man who learned them.
Think in terms of software; it’s an
early version, say Solomon 1.0
who stupidly’'— by his own admis-
sion — chased the novelties of
life. And it’s a later edition of the

young man who kept ramming
headlong into the wall of nothing-
ness became the sage who forsook
pride for confession.

Ecclesiastes opens like the sec-
ond act of a three-act play. It’s the
crisis, the place, or moment where
things come apart, break down,
and all but lose their functionali-
ty. Solomon takes a few verses tc
explore the places he searched for
meaning. “It’s all for naught,” he
is saying.

How many times have you
been on the cusp of despair?
“Nothing matters,” you say as you
drive home from work. “All is use-
less, and every day is a shot in the
dark that changes not one thing.”
That’s Solomon in 1:13. He is us.
And then he decided to wisen

_ himself up by experiencing all he

could encounter. He built, plant-
ed, invested, saved, and spent. He
acquired property and people and
indulged himself in all that he
could imagine. In short he gave
himself busywork to occupy his
days and tire himself out enough
to make it through the nights.
How much does that sound like
us? Oh, it’s not palaces, concu-
bines, and harems these days, but

Bible teaching

Sunday School Lesson
Family Bible Series
Sept. 4

plished this huge, great work of
amassing wealth, overseeing the

construction of vineyards, build-
ing palaces, and_ even — in
Solomon’s case — building the

temple of God, and he realizes
that he would depart from this
life with nothing of it.

All that we humans do here is
left here.

That’s the lesson we shﬂuld
have to learn but once, but, being
the humans we are, we force our-
selves to learn it and relearn it.
What we do is temporal; locked
four-square in that which will
pass away. That which is transcen-
dent — those things which do not
come from us and do not reside
here — those things, those rich
and everlasting blessings are not
from under the sun, but are gifts
from the One who set the sun in
the heavens and set us under it.

The search for the meaning of
life is futile, unless the search
begins and ends in God who begat
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1t to me than anything.” O — Adkisson is pastor
= aptist Church, Cookeville.

L helps reach unchurched

rolden Offering for Tennessee Missions is an
Fering that supports missions and ministries of
essee Baptist Convention. In Tennessee, one
1y two people is unchurched. When you give to
M, you help support ministries that reach the
ennessee for Christ.

you may give to this offering anytime, most
receive the GOTM offering during the month

ssions. This offering has been a vital part of
2 missions support for over
1. It is named for Dr. and

Golden who challenged
> Baptists to give to the
special offering for state
tn 1902.
ries that you might impact as

your offering to GOTM include Christian
Job Corps, church planting, collegiate min-
th special groups, family counseling centers,
elief, ethnic missions and ministries, innova-
ons education, missions, and ministry scholar-
'tunng Tennessee missionaries and families,
f e justice ministry, Special Friends Camp,
1 an Regional Ministry, Cumberland Regional
i: Mississippi River Ministry, Tennessee student

aissions, Tennessee Drug Awareness Council,
i “ence center/camps capitol needs.
ile Sept. 11-18 as the Week of Prayer for Ten-

‘ssions and the Golden Offering for Tennessee
a1 which has a goal of $1,630,000. Q — Informa-
+s 2d from the Tennessee WMU web site.

tber in conjunction with the Week of Prayer for '

Focal Passage: Romans 1:1-17
The Book of Romans is consid-
ered by many scholars to be the
“magnum opus” of Christian theol-
ogy. In spite of this worthy estima-
tion, it must never be forgotten
that it is a letter, albeit a weighty
one, from a servant of God to a

group of believers in the city of

Rome. How would the Apostle
Paul introduce himself to a fellow-
ship of believers he did not person-
ally know, but longed to wvisit?
Instead of beginning with a “Dear
Fellow Believers,” Paul begins
with a magnificent statement con-
cerning the gospel of Jesus Christ!
And what a beginning it is!
A slave to the gospel, vv. 1-7

The Apostle Paul begins by not-
ing that he is a “slave of Jesus
Christ ... singled out for God’s
good news.” The gospel of Jesus
Christ was not a new fad, but a
fulfillment of what the prophets
had promised prior to the advent
of Jesus Christ (v. 2). Further, the
gospel is concerned with the per-
son and work of Jesus Christ, who
was proven fto be fully man (v. 3)
according to Davidic heritage and
fully God by His resurrection from
the dead (v. 4). It was through this
gospel that Paul “received grace
and apostleship” so that those who
would hear and heed the gospel
would respond in the “obedience of
faith." In summary, the Apostle
‘Paul was not a master, but a slave

Christ. This is true for all believ-
ers — we are slaves, servants of the
Most High God!
Longing and the gospel,
vv. 8-13

The gospel would put a longing
in Paul’s heart, especially for the
believers in Rome. He had heard
about their strong faith “being
reported in all the world.” Because
of the nature and scope of their
faith, Paul was “always asking in
my prayers that if it is somehow in
God’s will, that I may impart to
you some spiritual gift to strength-
en you.”

In other words, Paul had a long-
ing to visit Rome (v. 13) so that he
might have a “fruitful ministry”
among the Roman believers (v. 14).
This was why Paul was “eager to
preach the good news to you also
who are in Rome.” Paul demon-
strates for us that the gospel is not
just about personal salvation, but
also about sharing the good news
with the nations.

Obligation and the gospel,

vv. 14-15

Paul’s desire to share the gospel
was more than an emotional long-
ing, it was an obligation placed
upon him by the Lord Jesus
Christ. Paul would write, “I am

obligated to Greeks and barbar-
1ans, both to the wise and the fool-
ish.” A longing will keep a person
going when emotions run high;
obligation keeps us focused when

perfect spouse. Still sometimes radical, glorious man, something like Solomon 6.5, it may well be vacation homes, our_heing ﬂﬂd wants us to be rec- :
in your marriage can be made with just a little complete with upgrades, who can bass boats, and plasma televi- onciled to him. O — Brown is it
nal effert. This week, remind yourself to do some look back to see his folly and have sions. director of news and publications at W
:wing things — like i)rush your teeth before you the courage to own up to his silli- Finally, this pre-wise Solomon Carson-Newman College and a *E:'_j
=2al that kiss! X ness. It’s interesting to note that gets to the heart of the matter member of First Baptist Church, e
!l W W e o e L et e wisdom eradicated his pride; the He realizes that he has accom- Jefferson City. ,;fi
;4
8 date to spend some time together for no other L’E
: .llan simply being together. Say really sweet f
= yuur spouse (we have one of the best heart cen- Wh 'I‘ d '|'h k f 'I'h ' 2 :"-.
1 I:ge country right here in town, if he or she has a G O yo U I n O e g OS pe *4‘
R I L]
1 tack). Be passionate. Listen, reﬂally listen. Do By Kevin Shrum N i e, o RO by ot
g that says to your spouse, “you are more through the person of Jesus UNnaay 2Nool Lesson -

Explore the Bible
Sepl. 4

emotions and passions run low.
The Greek word for “obligated” is
“opheiletes,” meaning duty and
dedication. Paul was duty-bound
to preach the good news! In
essence, Paul was not driven by
pure emotion that ebbed and
flowed with the tide of daily
events; Paul was motivated by a
burning desire to complete his
ministry no matter the cost.

Unashamed of the gospel,

vv. 16-17

Link together his slavish com-
mitment to Jesus Christ, his per-
sonal longing to minister to the
Roman believers and his visceral
obligation to preach the good news
and it adds up for Paul a posture
unashamed of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. This confidence in the
gospel was rooted in the fact that
the gospel is “God’s power for sal-
vation to everyone who believes.”
Further, the gospel is the revela-
tion of God's standard and method
of imputing righteousness to the
lost. Finally, the gospel is the mode
of living because it produces in the
believer the truth: “The righteous
will live by faith.” Wow! What an
intro from a longing, obligated,
unashamed slave! O — Shrum is
pastor of Inglewood Baptist Church,
Nashvilie.
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Leaders

¢ James R. Moore, senior
pastor of Parkway Baptist
Church, Goodlettsville, for 28
years has retired. Prior to
serving Parkway Church,
Moore was associate pastor of
Grace Baptist Church,
Nashville. He holds a bachelor
of arts and master of arts
degree from the former Scar-
ritt College,- Nashville. His
wife, Beverly Bain Moore is an
English teacher at Davidson
Academy, Nashville. They
have three children and five
grandchildren. The church has
called Ken Castleberry as
pastor. He formerly was minis-
ter of family life and singles,
which he served from May of
2003 until present. He also
was senior pastor, Dalewood
Baptist Church, Nashville,
from 1983-93; senior pastor,
- Falling Water Baptist Church,
Chattanooga; and minister of
activities, First Baptist
Church, Murfreesboro.

¢ Alpha Baptist Church,
Morristown, has called
Charles Barnett, former
director of missions in Ameri-
cus, Ga., as senior pastor.
Brandon Smith of Macon,
Mo., has been called as minis-
ter of students of the church.

¢ Allen Baptist Church,

Brownsville, has called Shey
Lovelace as director of chil-
. dren and youth.

® On Aug. 21 Dalewood
Baptist Church, Nashville,
called Paul Wampler as pas-
tor. He has served as associate
pastor of the church since
2001. He also has held various
positions at- churches in the
Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas area.
Wampler is a graduate of
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Fort Worth.

Churches

¢ Grace Baptist Church,
Bethpage, will celebrate its
50th anniversary on Sunday,
Sept. 11. Activities will include
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.,
worship at 11 a.m., a lunch-
eon, and an afternoon pro-
gram. The church was a mis-
sion of First Baptist Church,
Westmoreland. For more infor-
mation, contact John Norman
at (615) 390-6229 or
jmjhjnorm@aol.com.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Concord, in Knoxville will
hold a remembrance celebra-
tion for former Crichton
Memorial Baptist Church,
Concord, during worship serv-
ices Sunday, Sept. 4, at 9 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. The Crichton
Church congregation moved to
First Church’s current location
and changed its name to First
Church. Dinner on the
grounds will follow the late
service. For more information,

2005 ==t

visit www.fbconcord.org or call
the church at (865) 966-9791.

¢ Rocky Valley Baptist
Church, Lebanon, will hold
a tent revival, “Fill the Void

..." Sept. 11-14. Jason Lohorn,
pastor of the church, will
speak. For more information,
call the church at (615) 449-
6647,

TH!S YOUTH TEAM of Cafvary Bapﬁsr Church Union Cn‘y, served
July 2-9 in Cookson, Okla. The 29-member team held five day
camps at Ten Killer Lake which drew 83 children. They also provid-
ed family evening programs which drew 75 people. They were
directed by David 'Hagan, youth and missions minigter of the

church.

L |

THIS LOUDON COUNTY Baptist Association team based r Lenoir

Cily served in Salvador, Brazil, July 10-17. The 17-member team
worked in schools and did door-to-door visitation, sharing the
gospel with about 3,000 people. They saw about 300 people make
professions of faith. The team was led by Bob Atwell, right, director
of missions, and former International Mission Board missionary to

Salvador.

MEMBERS OF Howard'’s Ouarrer Bapnsf Church Tazeweﬂ cele-
brated its 150th anniversary on Aug. 7. IN PHOTO ABOVE, the
congregation pauses for a group photo after the morning service.
Clayton Dunsmore, director of missions, Cumberland Gap Baptist
Association, spoke. IN PHOTO BELOW, Dunsmore presents a
plaque from the Tennessee Baptist Historical Society to Joe Rowe,
pastor of the church for 30 years. A part of the celebration was a
Power Point presentation of 600 photos of the church’s history.

. tist Church, Eastpoint, Fla., where they did relief work tc ¥
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MEMBERS OF churches in Weakfey Counry Baphsr Ass s
based in Dresden, form this 63-person missions tsan *'
served for the sixth year in southern West V:rymfa T &
worked July 9-15. Members did construction on a chuseh ¢
six Vacation Bible Schools. As a result, 17 people mda
sions of faith. They worked with Mike York, a director of 1 §
who also is a North American Mission Board missionary

ir
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“Tb ¥
DONNIE DALTON, pastor, Mt. Verd Baptrsr Church, |
receives several pies in the face from Pam Dalton, his wifa
event was the result of a competition between boys and g li¥
church’s Vacation Bible School to raise the heaviest ar [
money for missions. The children gave $1,500 for home an

missions. Another result of the VBS was that 11 people i |
fessions of faith. o

MEMBEHS OF Ffrst Baptist Church, McEwen pause at |

tims of Hurricane Dennis which struck in July. They wei i%
duct Vacation Bible Schools and evangelism, but instead §
up and distributed food, cfothing, and gifts they brought.
also held a block party which included puppet shows pr
the Tennesseans.

MEMBERS OF Tusculum Hills Baptist Church, Nashvi
July 22-29 in Vancouver, Wash., where they helped bull
sq. ft. church. The team was made up of 24 people &ﬂ:
Highsmith, a minister of the church.
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