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Board reiects covenant with Belmont 
By Lonnie Wilkey & Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD- The Executive Board of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention rejected 
the covenant agreement submitted by Bel­
mont University, Nashville, during its Sept. 
13 regular meeting here. 

The board accepted covenant agreements 
submitted by eight other TBC entities - · 
Carson-Newman College, Union University, 
H~u-rison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy, Ten­
nessee Baptist Adult Homes, Tennessee Bap­
tist Children's Homes, Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, Baptist Health System of East 
Tennessee, and Baptist Memorial Health 
Care Corporation. 

The covenants will replace existing pro­
gram statements if adopted by messengers 
at the TBC annual meeting in November at 
First Baptist Chur~h, Clarksville. . 

The board also adopted a 2005-06 budget, 
heard a report from the Education Commit­
tee affirming the education provided by the 
three colleges, elected new officers, adopted 
a reorganization plan, and heard a report on 
disaster relief for Hurricane Katrina VIC­

tims. 
Belmont covenant 

Last year the Executive Board's Blidget 
and Program Committee asked all institu­
tions to develop new covenant agreements 
to teplace existing program statements. 

Belmont's proposed covenant altered the 
way trustees are elected and would have 
allowed for up to 40 percent of its trustees to 
be non-Baptists. _ 

In presenting the covenant on behalf of 
the Education Committee, chairman Joe 
Stacker told board members, "I have prayed 
and pondered over this matter more than 
any I can recall in some time. 

"It is my conviction that to allow Bel­
mont University the opportunity to elect 
their trustees, 60 percent of whom will be 
members of affiliated Tennessee Baptist 
Convention churches and presented to the 
TBC for affirmation, is a right direction for 
the university at this time," Stacker said. 

He observed that a board comprised of 60 
percent Tennessee Baptists "continues the 
traditions of the past and offers great prom­
ise for the future. .. 

"In fact, I beli-eve this practice would be 
beneficial for all our institutions," Stacker 
said. 

Stacker also_ said he supported t he 
covenant because "as a matter of conscience 
I have a problem with an organization 
which only gives 3 percent support having 
total control of said institution." 

Finally, he said he supported the covenant 
because Belmont said it would place TBC 
monies into a scholarship fund for students 
who are members of TBC churches. 

Speaking against the covenant were 

Mickey Basham, pastor, Eastanallee Baptist 
Church, Riceville; and Trent Bullock, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Halls. 

Basham said he was concerned that the 
change in the makeup of the board would 
affect the faculty, students, and "mindset of 
the institution. . . . We have made great 
strides in CP giving and I believe this is 
going to undermine that." 

Basham also said ' Belmont's new 
covenant would "send a signal to our other 
institutions. What will they do?" he asked. 

Bullock, a member of the Education Com­
mittee, said he could not support the motion. 
'We have sufficient and qualified members 
of TBC churches" who could serve as 
trustees, he said. 

. Joey Rosas, pastor, Crievewood Baptist 
Church, Nashville, spoke in favor of the 
covenant. He noted Belmont began asking 
in the 1990s for non-Baptist board mem­
bers. "A higher educational institution is not 
a church," he stated. 

He observed the school already has non­
Baptist administrators, faculty, and stu­
dents, and accepts non-Baptist money. Bel­
mont has a statement of faith which is 
evangelical. · 

Finally, because the school has said it 
would "maintain our Baptist identity, we 
ought to trust them until we have reason to 
say otherwise," said Rosas. 

• 
-See Board, page 7 

nessee Baptists continue reliel eHorts on Gulf Coast 
Wilkey 

11d Reflector 

ELL, La. - As Ten­
Southern Baptist 

following Hurri-

cane Katrina continue into the 
fourth week, it appears that 
feeding units are beginning to 
wind down everywhere, accord­
ing to David Acres, Tennessee 
Baptist Disaster Relief director. 

MULLINS of Sullr\an Bapt1st Church. Kingsport. was one of 
rnessee Baptists who protr 1ded cham sa~ services for home­
' Sl dell, La .. and other areas m M ss•ss1ppi and Louisiana. 
by John McSwatn, NAMB 

Mud out and chain saw 
teams will be needed, however, 
for weeks and perhaps months 
ahead, he said. 

The state feeding unit at Jef­
ferson Baptist Church in Baton 
Rouge, has shut down, Acres 
said. He said it is possible the 
unit may be sent t o New 
Orleans in the next week or so 
as more and more residents are 
allowed to return to the city. 

The feeding units of Harde­
man and Shiloh B_aptist associa-

. tions in Long Beach, Miss., have 
returned to Tennessee. Feeding 
units are still in operation in 
Knoxville and FrankHn 

In total, Tennessee Baptist 
volunteers have prepared more 
than 198,140 meals in 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Ten-. 
nessee. 

Acres said they have been 
overwhelmed .by the amount of 
items sent in droves to 
Louisiana and Mississippi not 
only by Tennessee Baptists but 

MIKE BOYD, right. pastor of Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, 
Knoxville. assists Slidell res1dent Robert Frederic who stopped at a 
shelter at Grace Memonal BaptJst Church in Slidell, La. - Photo by 
Lonnie Wilkey 

from Baptists and non-Baptists 
alike from all over the nation. 

"We have enough bottled 
water to flood Mississippi," 
Acres joked. 

He said the major need now 
is for cleaning supplies, especial­
ly Clorox or any other cleanser 
that will remove mildew. Baby 
items such as diapers, baby food, · 
and formula also are being 
accepted. Acres stressed that 
clothes are no longer needed. 
- See Tennessee, page 4 

SUE SUDDUTH of First Baptist 
Church, Millington works on 
taundry in Long Beach, M1ss. -
Pf1oto by Lonme Wilkey 
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SBC relief ellorts 
grow, cltange 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - Thir­
ty-six Southern Baptist state 
conventions have now been acti­
vated to provide disaster relief 
services in the Gulf Coast, 
preparing and serving hot 
meals, and providing ho.t show­
ers, laundry units, and cleanup 
and recovery services. 

Through Sept. 15, more than 
5,000 Southern Baptist Disaster 
Relief volunteers have served 
2.2 million meals to victims of 
the hurricane. 

. Meanwhile, the Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief opera­
tion is in transition throughout 
the' Gulf region, said Jim Bur­
ton, director of volunteer mobi­
lization at the North American 
Mission Board. -

"Most of the northern cities 
are completing their feeding 
operations. Some of the state 
mobile feeding units are being 
reassigned while others are 
being released to return home," 
Burton said. ''We anticipate New 
Orleans opening up over the 
weekend, or certainly by early 
next week." 

Burton said Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief director Terry 
Henderson has surveyed tbe 
city to scout potential feeding 
sites. 

"Pleanup and recoveFy opera­
tions continue to gr-ow," Burton 
said. "With both chain saw 
crews and mud out crews, we 
'anticipate a steady rise in activ­
ity that will probably remain 
steady throughout th~ fall." 

Southern Baptist volunteers 
prepare most of the meals dis­
tribu~ed by the American Red 
Cross as well as provide cleanup 
and recovery, communications, 
childcare, and other vita). disas­
ter services. 

Southern Baptists are the 
third-largest disaster relief 
operation in the country -
behind the Red Cross and the 
Salvation Army - with more 
than 30,000 trained volunteers 
on call for local, ~ state, and 
national emergencies. 0 

Disaster relief 
uitdei'Scores need 
for CAR£ Act 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - Offer­
ing charitable tax benefits 
encourages Americans to give, 
rewards their generosity, and 
assists oFganizations like the 
North American Mission Board 
on the front lines of disasters 
like HUrricane Katrina, NAMB 
President Robert E. "Bob" Rec­
cord told a U.S. Senate subcom­
mittee Sept. 13. 

Testifying with other charita­
ble organizations in favor of the 
Charity Aid, Recovery, and 
Empowerment (CARE) Act, Rec­
cord told senators about the 
extraordinary efforts of t hou­
sands of Southern Baptis t Dis-

aster Relief volunteers to help 
people in hurricane-ravaged 
regions of the United States. 

"Last week, I saw firsthand 
stunning devastation in Coving­
ton, La. Many people who came 
to our feeding station there have 
lost literally everything - even 
hope," Reccord said. 

"Since Katrina · struck, our 
volunt e er s 
have cooked 
and served 2.2 
million hot 
meals for hur­
ricane victims. 
They are also 
providing hot 
showers, laun-
dry units, RECCORD 
cleanup and 
recovery services, and chain 
saw crews to clear ~way fallen 
trees." 

The CARE · Act provides 
incentives for charitable giving 
by preventing discrimination 
against faith-base'd charities 
providing social services . 

The bill - sponsored by Sen. 
Rick Santorum (R-Pa.) and Sen. 
Joe Lieberman (D-Ct.) 
increases charitable tax deduc­
tions for two-thirds of taxpayers 
who file the short form; encour­
&ges food donations by farmers, 
restaurants, and. corporations; 
allows tax-free charitable con­
tributions from IRA accounts; 
and expands the use of IndiVid­
ual Development Accounts 
among low-income working fam­
ilies to purchase a home, furtlier 
their ed.ucation, or start a lmsi­
ness. 
. Other organizatio:ns testify­
ing before the-Senate Finance 

-Committee Subcommittee on 
-~ocial Security and Family Poli-
cy included The Salvation Army, 
the Brookings Institute, and the 
Brother's Brother Foundation. 

The CARE Act h~s been 
endorsed by 1,600 charitable 

· otganizations throughout the 
United States. 0 

Olclalt•ma editor 
falces post in La. 
Baptist Press 

' 
ALEXANDRIA, La. The 

board of . trustees for the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention 
newspaper, the Baptist Message, 
adopted a unanimous proposal 
Aug. 30 from the editor search 
committee for a new editor and 
a requested plan to improve 
overall communications for­
Louisiana Baptists. 

The Baptist Message "trustees 
voted to approve a plan to 
improve communications that 
includes a recommendation to 
the Louisiana BaptiSt Conven-
tion, Nov. 14-15. '" 

The plan involves dissolution 
of the Baptist Message Corpora­
tion and requests that gover­
nance of the state paper be 
absorbed into the executive 
board of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention. 

Under the plan the Baptist 
Message becomes part of the 
communications team of the 
state missions services staff in 

nationa l news 

Alexandria, La. 
A two-thirds vote of the mem­

bers of the corporation is ne$d 
for this resolution to pa8s. Mem­
bers of the corporation are the 
church congregations of the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention 
and messengers from each con­
gregation will have the opportu­
nity to vote on the resolution in 
November at First Baptist 
Church, West Monroe, La. 

Also in the meeting, Baptist 
Message trustees requested that 
David Hankins, executive direc­
tor for the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention, recommend to the 
LBC executive board that John 
Yeats be elected as the new com­
munications team director fot· 
the Louisiana Baptist Conven­
tion. 

Yeats was the unanimous 
choice of the editor search com­
mittee. Yeats is currently the 
editor of Oklahoma's Baptist 
Messenger and the recording 
secretary for the Southern Bap­
tjst Convention. 

Upon the approval by the 
messengers of the convention to 
dissolve the· Baptist Message 
Corporation, Yeats also would 
become the new editor of the 
Baptist Message newspaper 
which ~ould continue to be pub­
lished as a part of his responsi­
bilities as · director of communi­
cations for the LBC executive 
board. 0 

1MB focuses on 
West Africa, 
Elliff is new vp 
Baptist Press 

~PENSACOLA, Fla. 1 

Against the backdrop of relief 
·efforts from Hurricane Katrina, 
trustees of the International 
Mission Board met Sept. 13-14 
here to learn how missionaries 
seek to reach West Africa's 
unreached people groups, 
appoint 86 new missionaries, 
and ratify the selection of Tom 
Elliff as senior vice president for 
spiritual nurture and church 
relations. 

The board of trustees assigned 
an additional $5,886,222 for spe­
cial needs overseas from Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering 
receipts given above the $128 
million· budgeted for 2005. 
Trustees allocated· $2,636,222 for 
additio~ missionary expense, 
$2 mi1lion for work in 11 regions 
overseas, $750,000 for training, 
and $500,000 to fund work m 
West Africa. 

Ken Whitten, pastor of 
Idlewild Baptist Church in 
Tampa and finance committee 
chairman, told trustees in the 
opening devotion that Hurri­
cane Katrina "has been called 
our tsunami with devastation 
like we have never seen. But it's 
just another way of QQd commu­
nicating something to us. Do we 
handle it' in faitb or fear, in 
panic or peace?" 

In his report, 1MB President 
Jerry Rankin told trustees he 
traveled three weeks in West 
Africa during August and visit­
ed more than half the mission-

.aries in the region. IWU 
he has had an increa.ai.Dg 
for West Africa as the 
perennially tops other~ 
missionary resignatior 
rounds out the bottom 
sionary appointments. 

The region contain~ 
1,400 people groups in ~ 
tries. Almost 40 percen· 
people claim to be Clu 
but they are primarily lil 
a few major people ,_.,., 
ever, Baptist pa!Ulers 
region represent ~ sig 
potential for engaging th 
formidable challe~ is 
percent of the unreaChe• 
groups have a popuh 
15,000 or less . 

The 1MB West Afric 
concentrates missionari 
people groups that r 
stliategists say are tlu 
reaching others. Five 
ary units assigned 
"engagement team" arE 
ing a strategy to reach 
of the unengaged peop) 
with no expectation l 
sonnel will be assigned 
One of the keys to react 
Africa is mobilizing : 
Baptist chw::ches to bt 
the task. 

A capacity crowd 1 
sanctuary of Hillcrest 
Church in Pensacola t~ 
the appointment of 86 
sionaries. Rankin t 
appointees they had c 
in common: "A passion 
d:ier..t to God's call tore; 
world for Jesus Cllim\~ 

Rankin said wh3n 
searching people see I 
of passion - and the p 
goes with it - in th 
missionaries, unbelie 
reach out to the Jesu1 
demonstrated in the 1 

lee;. 

In other action, 
unanimously ratified 
tion of Tom Elliff, long 
tor of First Souther 
Church in Del City, 
will continue in the p. 
the Oklahoma church 
23, and begin 
his new role as 
IMB senior 
vice pre~ident 
for spiritual 
nurture and 
church rela­
tions on Nov. 
1. 

Elliff, 61, 
served two 
terms as president of 

• 
ern Baptist Conven 
1998. • 

The Enftrs were a 
missionaries to Zb 
1981, but their 
career was cut short 
mobile accident rc 
severe injuries to tJ 
ter. 

In his new role 
teacn and nurture 
families and enco1 
spiritual growth; tee 
ogy and Baptist doc 
missionaries in tr 
promote missions 
among Southern Ba 
and churches. a 
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Tennessee Baptists continue relief eHorts on. Gulf ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

Acr es also added that food 
and water also are not needed 
at the present time. 

Porch surveys area 
J ames Porch, executive 

director of the Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention, surveyed the 
devastation on Sept. 13 and vis­
ited with Tennessee Baptist 
Disaster Relief workers in 
Slidell, La., and Long Beach, 
Miss. 

"Last week, returning from 
the Louisiana and Mississippi 
Gulf Coast, and reflecting on 
scenes of property loss and per­
sonal misery, I repeatedly 
heard Jesus' question to His 
disciples, 'How many loaves do 
you have?'" 

As he recalled the story from 
Matthew 15, Porch noted "a 
child offered his loaves and fish­
es to Jesus and He made a mir­
acle of more than anyone pres­

JAMES PORCH, right, executive director of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, talks with volunteer Bill Stokely of First Baptist Church, 
Concord, Knoxville. Stokely was serving on a feeding unit stationed 
at Grace Memorial Baptist Church in Slidell, La. 

ent could have expected. 
"As we continue to give, may 

we remember, as God's people, 
we give unto the Lord ~d we 
expect His miracle, whatever 
He choose to do with our 
loaves." I 

He acknowledged that Ten­
nessee Baptists are giving "for 
those who have lost everything. 

"But are they any dia:e~ent 
from any of us? At some point ~ 
living, each of us has known 
lostness and Jesus fodnd us. 

"Through our loaves and 
fishes, He may work His miracle 

Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief 
par1icipation repor1 - as of Sept. 19 

Locations and teams currently serving: 
First Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, La. - State feed­

ing unit; shower Unit of First Baptist Church, Concord, 
Knoxville. Both are standing down and awaiting possible reas­
signment to New Orleans. 

First Baptist Church, Biloxi, Miss. - recovery unit, 
New Duck River Baptist Association. 

First Baptist Church, Bogalusa, La. - recovery units, 
Copper Basin Baptist Association, Nashville Baptist Associa­
tion, Tusculum Hills Baptist Church, Nashville. 

Red Cross Shelter, Frapklin, Tenn. - feeding unit, 
Madison-Chester, Crockett Baptist Association; volunteers 
from ClearView Baptist Church, Franklin, and Two Rivers 
Baptist Church, Nashville. . 

Woodlawn Park Baptist Church, Hammond, La. -
recovery units from First Baptist Church, Powell, German­
town Baptist Church, Germantown; Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Cordova; and Firsf Baptist Church, Jackson. 

Harris County Educational Center, Houston, Texas 
- state childcare unit closed. last Friday. 

Knoxville, Tenn. - Cumberland Gap Baptist Association 
feeding unit. 

Long Beach, Miss.- feeding units from Hardeman and 
Shiloh Baptist associations returned home over the weekend; 
also recovery units and the shower trailer from Chilhowee 
Baptist Association have been relocated. 

Memphis, Tenn. - all operations have closed. 
Grace Memorial Baptist Church, Slidell, La.- Ten­

nessee state shower unit; laundry unit, First Bapt ist Church, 
Hendersonville; Tennessee command unit ; recovery unit from 
Morristown Baptist Church, Morristown. 

Grace Memorial Baptist Church, Gulfport, Miss. -
shower and recovery units, Chilhowee Baptist Association; 
recovery units from Bradley Baptist Association;:Dyer Baptist 
Association, and First Baptist Church, Millington. 

Tylertown, Miss.- all units sent home last Friday. 

' 
of finding lost people. Tenne'ssee 
B~ptists, how many loaves do 
you have?" Porch asked. 

Volunteers share 
Tom Leatherwood of Belle­

vue Baptist Church, Cordova, 
was on his first disaster relief 
trip. "God's Spirit moved me to 
participate and try to help," he 
said. • 

Leatherwood was one of 
many volunteers who braved 
tough condipons in Long Beach, 
Miss., where volunteers basical­
ly slept outdoors with little or 
no shelter over them. The heat 
also was very bad, Acres said. 

Larry Chatman, pastor of 
Holts Corner Baptist Church, 
Chapel Hill, serve-d as a c~ap­
lain in both Baton Rouge and 
Slidell. ''The people are still in 
shock," he said. "Many have not 
located their loved ones," he 
noted. 

Chatman said he heard "hor­
ror story after horror story" 
from survivors who witnessed 
·the loss of a family member. 

''Every other person I talked 
with either had lost someone or 
did not know where where they 
(family members) were," the 
pastor said. 

Chatman described his work 
as a "band-rod ministry." 

"I just listened and let every­
one tell his or her story," Chap~ 

man said, adding that he also 
reminded everyone that "God 
still loves them." 

~ 

t Baptist 
Hendersonville, Tf'·' 

DAVID ACRES, left, Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief 
talks with Chris Davis, missions pastor at First Baptist Churr, 
dersonville. FBC set up its laundry trailer on site at Grace 1 
a/ Baptist Church in Slidell, La. As of Sept. 13, team memb 
washed in excess of 450 loads of clothes for disaster reliE 
teers and local residents. 

. Bill Gandy, minister of pas- All we are doing is hugg 
toral care at First Baptist ple, loving them," he sa] 
Church, Wal~r Hill, noted the He noted that Ht 
"outpouring of love" has been Katrina was no respect.E 
tremendous as food and sup- sons. "Here there are n< 
plies have'poured into the shel- licans or Democrats, n• 
ter at Grace Memorial. poor, no blacks or white 

Like Chatman, Gandy has He noted he has loa 
heard his share of horror stories into cars such as a Me1 
as well. He told of one woman well as those that couJ 
who swam 48 hour~ to stay alive get into the parking Jot 
and had a miscarriage in the "Everyone is on a le 
process. ing.field," he observed. 

"We are now seeing the vic- Boyd praised the e 
tims of what people witnessed Tennessee Disaster He 
on television," Gandy observed. ,.. unteers. "Our folks at 

Mark Loga, a resident of • doing great. I have not 
Slidell, attested to the ministry bad attitude among the 
provided by Gandy and other .- and it has been streJ 
chaplains on site. acknowledged. 

He came to the shelter and Beyond comprehe 
did not know where his family Acres, too, ha-s heai'l 
was, and Gandy was able to but good things about 
minister to him and pray with nessee reLef efforts. 
him. He told of a Cathol 

Loga has since found his who told him that sh 
family and is in the process of "seen anybody from h< 
rebuilding his life. "I am happy Tennessee Baptists h 
now. I have my family. I have down here and mini 
hope." me." 

Gandy said stories like that Acres observed th 
are common. "It's amazing what who have watchE 

· God is doing." accounts on TV cann< 
Mike Boyd, pastor ofWallace hend the destruction 

Memorial Baptist Church, pie have come througl 
Knoxville, and ... past presiaent of As to those who c 

the Tennessee Baptist Conven- many will not return, 
tion, said he has seen. a lot of dieted. 
devastation in the area. · "There is nothing 

"Everyone is still in shock. to," he said. 0 

Please Note: This information was provided by Ten­
nessee Baptist Disaster Relief. It changes daily. For 
updated information, go to www.tnbaptist.org. 0 MOUNDS OF trash and debris are common in front of residences all over Louisiana and 

following devastation left behind by Hurricane Katrina. - Photos by Lonnie Wilkey . 
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it time to see how well you communicate? 
re f e lions , 

'Y Johnnie Godwin 
...__ --

a basic principle in 
"ll.nication: When you find 

in a communication 
quit digging. Recently, I 

· iJ>re~hing and shocked 
with what I heard come 
my q1outh. That experi­

~uaed me to check up on 
rn communication and also 
eider how well we commu-
from both sides of the pul-

.-,o that on your heart!" 
'"88 underlining a truth I 
want the congregation to 
But when "tattoo" came 

.my mouth, it shocked me. 
.,:1ever uttered that partic­

ntence before on either 
the pulpit. It just came 

earlier days, I might have 
rite that on your heart 

radelible ink." However, the 
,_. ,......,, ::urrency of the times had 

into my vocabulary, and I 
ftbesl Lid what I meant in every­
lb'l8JIII l peech. So why was I 
'"'UJLq !!d? It was no big deal. 
t u,- it y.rasn't a big deal 
:-;~ 1 added, "Not that I'm 
~ r ' attoos." Then I realized a 

portion of the folks lis­
to me had tattoos. So I 
eper: "Not that it's nec­

lf:' :::O•lt lrY bad to have a tattoo." 
.......... -~!) finally trailed off with, 

:£You understand what I 

choice is really impor­
effective communica­

l"J>t:t iOIIle of ,us preachers still 
ained-glass lang'liage or 
• words that hinder user­

communication. Billy 
....... '-\ r said it simply: "I try to 

~ jam on the lowest shelf 
yone can get it." 
-..chers need to choose 
that are so effective they 

,.- •. -misunderstood- with­
:ng too folksy, coarse, or 
Laypersons can also prof~ 

eck.ing up on their own 

vocabulary. One layman's eyes 
b}-...nded as he told me, "My dad 
was a tough man, but he was 
kind of 'chicken-hearted' too." 
That was more of an oxymoron 
to me than it was to the layman. 
I understood him to say his dad 
was tough but cowardly- until 
I listened more. He meant his 
dad was tough but "tenderheart­
ed." It's good to listen charitably 
with hearts and spiritual ears, 
but good communication still 
works best with well-chosen 
words. 

Talking at cable speed to 
dialup listeners 

A few Sundays ago, I was on 
the pew side of the pulpit in 
another church in another state. 
I listened to a well-prepared 

. pastor bring an excellent mes­
sage with just the right words. 
However, I estimated he was 
effectively communicating his 
message to only about 85 per­
cent of the audience. Why? Well 
- to use computer language -
the pastor had so much to say· in 
a limited time that be was 
speaking at cable speed while 
most of us were listening at 
dialup. speed. 

More simply, no matter how 
fast a preacher speaks, he can't 
communicate any faster than 
his audience can receive and 
absorb what he's saying. As that 
pastor machine-gunned his mes­
sage, I felt like I was looking 
into a mirror and seeing the 
image of my own preaching. I've 
been preaching for 53 years. My 
sermons always have more con­
tent than I have time to preach. 
So· I talk fast - too fast. Then 
and there I made a new commit­
ment to stay with my sermon's 
bulls-eye and pace my preaching 
to communicate effectively even 
with dialup listeners. 

PacUng,racUng,and 
enunciatUng 

Though the sound syst~m 
and acoustics were good in the 
church I visited, heaiing was 
sometimes difficult, even for me 
- and I have deer ears. The pas­
tor was talking so fast that 
when he looked down to his 
notes or caught a breath, he 
tended to soften his speech and 

drop words at the end of sen­
tences. I do that too. So 1 rededi­
cated to enunciate all the words 
in a sentence and keep good eye 
contact with everyone - but 
especially with the hearing­
impaired who often use lip-read­
ing along with other assisted­
hearing devices. Of course, a lot 
of people aren't hard of hearing; 
they're just hard of listening or 
lack spiritual ears to hear. 

This matter of pacing, racing, 
and enunciating applies to com­
munication on both sides of the 
pulpit. I think particularly of 
the habit of many people who 
pray aloud in our churches. 
Often they begin well, continue 
well, but end up in a race to the 
finish line of "Amen." They pray 
so fast I can't hear the last part 
of their prayer and may not even 
hear the soft-spoken amen. I 
don't know why some folks feel 
the need to sprint at the end of 
their prayers and fall across the 
finish line. 

God isn't going anywhere 
' because He is everywhere. 

Though He knows the hearts of 
those praying aloud, it would be 
good for all of us to bear their 
whole prayer. 
"Ah-so" as a communication 

check 
We have many Japanese 

friends. In one of our home-stays 
in Japan, I eavesdropped as our 
host carried on a conversation 
totally in Japanese. Though· I 
understand very little Japanese, 
I ·kept hearing the man say, 
"Hai, bai; ah-so; hai; ah-so." The 
man's daughter was our inter­
preter and sat near me with her 
Japanese-English electronic 
translator. I knew that "hai" 
meant yes, and I thought I knew­
what "ah-so" meant; but I asked 
her its meaning. She said, ~e 
don't say 'ah-so.' " Just then her 
father said into the phone, "Ah­
so!" She smiled with a bit of cha­
grin and looked up the term 
electronically. In English, the 
definition read, "Term to facili­
tate and smooth communica­
tion." Ah, I just love ah-so! 

Congregations show their 
pastors whether they're commu­
nicating with them by their 

responses. The listeners may 
nod yes or no, s ay amen or yes, 
clap or laugh or cry. They may 
smile or frown. Or, they may si t 
in the pews as if they were in a 
religiously-induced coma. 

rm always grateful for every 
communication check from the 
congregation. That lets me know 
someone is listening to God's 
message that can make a differ­
ence in their lives. When com­
munication · indicators are 
absent, though, I try to revive 
the dead and rouse the coma­
tose. Still, it's best when congre­
gations s pontaneously enter 
into God's message and- in one 
way or another - say, "Hail hai! 
ah-so!" Sometimes I've even 
heard, "Double amen!" That's 
right; preach on! 

Communicating with the 
heart 

So far, I've mostly talked 
about mechanics of communica­
tion. To paraphrase a thought, 
"If a person lacks communica­
tion knowledge, let him go to col­
lege. But ifhe lacks communica­
tion wisdom, let him go to God." 

The preacher or layperson 
whose mechanics of commuilica­
tion are flawless still needs to 
learn an essential lesson: It is to 
speak the truth in love and from 
the heart. We all have mechani­
cal communication failures or 
weaknesses and need to check 
up on ourselves and improve. 
However regardless of 
mechanics - communication 
occurs most effectively and pow­
erfully when we communicate 
from heart to heart and listen 
and respond with spiritual ears. 

God can use the most 
unschooled or unskilled person 
to communicate effectively if the 
person loves the Lord and loves 
the sheep. 

So let us love God first and 
most, and let us love one anoth­
er. Let us speak the truth in 
love. Let us also consider 
whether it's time for us to do a 
communication check on both 
sides of the pulpit. Ciao! CJ -
Copyright 2005 by Johnnie C. 
Godwin, who welcomes your 
comrnunication feedback via john­
niegodwin@ comcast. net. 

e a mission trip ancl change your liff;t 

Linda Roebuck ---
;t.ly after returning from 
::mey to Rio de Janeiro, I 
back to South America, 

to Ecuador v.-ith my 
1 youth group for lnterna-

MissionFuge. After 
CJ.g at Quito we bused six 
ttG the Andes to our camp 
te run by devoted mis­
~s Ste, .. e and Cai'Ql 
on. After the three hours 

me to manipulate my 
'\-ertical again after my 

journey. I could finally 

look out and see the active, smok­
ing molmayo everyone was talk­
ing about. I chose to use the more 
familiar English term "volcano." I 
noticed later, oh, around the time 
my ears popped, that others had 
followed my lead and were using 
the American word as well. 

My group traveled about 40 
minutes higher into the hills 
each day, arriving at a small vil­
lage daycare about lunchtime. 
As painting supplies were 
unloaded and prepared, in other 
words ... work., was going on. I 
would pop int~ the little room 
where the toddlers were eating 
and try out my Spanish. Hos­
pitable to a fault. literally, the 
Ecuadorian childcare workers 
would immediately dish me up a 
plate and insist I eat. 

Day 1: Hogs' Hoof Soup. I was 
on Fear Factor: Ecuador, and 
fear was a factor for me. And 
yet, I took the bowl, and careful­
ly avoiding the slimy, veiny hoof 
and flies thereupon, took me a 
big ol' spoonful. Hmm. Pretty 
good. Viewing the smiles on the 
faces of the ladies and the shock 
on the faces of my co-laborers, I 
felt sure this would make a good 
country song (sung to the tune 
of "'Coal Miner's Daughter"). 

"You were born a farmer's 
hog in South Amer 'ca. 

'"lived on a hillside in 
Ecuador 

'"They was proud, you was a 
winner 

"Then they kilt ya· and made 
me some dinner 

"Now you're back left hoof is 

slimin' up my soup bowl. 
"Yeah! I'm proud to eat a hog 

from S ... I guess that's enough." 
Besides hanging with my soup 

posse and riding 4,€72 Ecuadori­
anitos on my back all week, I 
became aware of a lady named 
Maria who lived about 30 yards 
from the school, was 100 years 
old and loved Coca-Cola. I went to 
see her, Cokes in hand, and we 
talk.ed about 20 minutes on a 
bench looking over a stunning, 
mountainous view from 11,000 
feet. The vastness of God's world 
and yet the sameness of His peo­
ple was never more evident . 

Take a mission t rip and 
change }Our life. 1 double-hog 
dare you. 0 - Roebuck is a 
member of Woodmont Bapbst 
Church, Nashville . 

By lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Hard to describe 
Last week I tr aveled wit h 

James Porch, executive director 
of the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention and Mark LeMay, TBC 
facilities/support services man­
ager to Slidell, La., and then over 
to Long Beach, Miss. 

We were met by David Acres, 
state disaster relief director, who 
took us to various sites where we 
could meet volunteers~ Dr. Porch 
was exploring additional ways 
Tennessee Baptists could minis­
ter to Hurricane Katrina victims 
while I was gathering informa­
tion for a news story and photos 
and Mark shot video to be used 
later . 

Photos and video are useful 
tools in communicating a mes­
sage, but they do not adequately 
convey the extent of destruction 
we witnessed in the areas devas­
tated by Hurricane Katrina. 

In fact, all of th~ television 
coverage that has been provided 
does not adequately describe 
what has occurred. You have to 
actually be there. 

Television or news stories can 
not adequately convey the sad­
ness and sense of hopelessness 
felt by Katrina victims. As peo­
ple came into various shelters 
manned by Tennessee Baptist 
and Southern Baptist disaster 
relief personnel it was evident 
many were still in shock over 
Katrina and this was two weeks 
later. 

We traveled into ·one neigh­
borhood and saw people making 
trip after trip into what used to 
be their homes, bringing out 
what used to be "treasures" but 
were now reduced to "junk," dis­
carded in mounds of trash in 
front yards. You could read the 
sadness in their eyes. 

But what struck me - what 
can't be conveyed by electronic 
mean - was the smell. 

As wet carpets and clothes 
and other items began to dry out 
in temperat ures near 100 
degrees each day, the stench was 
overwh elming - a constant 
reminder of homes where every­
thing had been destroyed. 

It will take weeks and 
months for residents of these 
affected areas to begin anew. 

Tennessee Baptists and oth­
er s have been there from the 
beginning to r emind them that 
God loves th~m. And we will con­
tinue to do so. 

Disaster relief workers will be 
needed for months to help these 
people "mud ouf" their homes 
and continue to cut away limbs 
and branches from their homes 
and yards. 

As the days go by, jt will 
become easier to forget Katrina. 
But we can't forget the people 
she left behind. Volunteer. Con­
tinue to pray. Continue to give. 
Con tinue to care. 0 

• 
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Fennessee 

Baptists 

continue worlc 

in Mississippi, 

£ouisiana 
JEFF FILLERS of First Baptist Church, Baileyton, cleans 
out flood damage for a homeowner in Slidell, La. He was 
one of 5, 000 disaster relief workers from Tennessee and 
other states responding to Hurricane Katrina. - Photo 
by John McSwain, NAMB 

LARRY QHATMAN, pastor of Holts Corner Baptist Church, Chapel Hill, 
loads supplies for a resident of Slidell, La. Chatman served as,. a chap­
lain on site at Grace Memorial Baptist Church. - Photo by Lonnie 
Wilkey 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST Disaster Relief volunteers Robert Pantea, left, 
of First Baptist Church, Crossvi{le, and Wayne McCarty of Kingsport 
wash and saniti?e food containers at'the state feeding unit stationed at 
Jefferson Baptist Church, Baton Rouge. - Photo by Kathleen Murray, 
NAMB 

\ 
JACK WATSON, West Lonsdale 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, stretch­
es to stack boxes of food at a Ten­
nessee Baptist feeding unit in 
Baton Rouge, La. - Photo by 
Kathleen Murray, NAMB 

GEORGE BRADLEY of First Baptist Church, Greeneville, cleans ou 
damage fr.om· a homeowner in Slidell, La., along with other Tennessee 
Disaster Relief volunteers. - Photo by John McSwain, NAMB 

SCENES OF damaged cars such as this one in a Slidell, La., 
• neighborhood were not uncommon as residents try to recover 
from the devastation left behind by Hurricane Katrina. 

- DISASTER REUEF 
TENNESSEE 

.. 

JOE AND ALICIA CHERRY of P 
tist Church, Concord, in Knoxv1 
supplies at a makeshift waret 
Grace Memorial Baptist Church 
La., where many Tennessee BaP 
istered as state disaster relief 
- Photo by Lonnie Wilkey 

ELEVEN VOLUNTEERS from Tusculum Hills Baptist Church, Nashville, were dispatched to U 
Miss., where they did chain saw work. The church also sent another team to Louisiana on Ss 

_ church has collected more than $20,000 for Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief and also has s 
trailer load of supplies to the area as well. The church's disaster relief efforts are led by Bill Hi(JI 
unteers pictured, from left, front row, are Jeff Shaver, Dan Thompson, Ken Colebank, Miks C 
Craig; back row, Matthew Clifton, Bo Irwin, Jerry Pack, Tim Newcomb, and Larry Cook. Not PI 
Albert Turbeville. 

~-------------------------------------------------
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ard reiects covenant with Belmont; approves ••• 
•uau from page 1 

the vote Lynn King, 
of the board and r~­

Bapt ist Church, 
•urg, asked Bob Fisher, 

1 of Belmont, to speak. 
observed that "today 
important day in the 

of Belmont University 
13 Tennessee Baptist Con-

" 

t Belmont," Fisher told 
ecutive Board. 

Belmont president 
"It seems we've come 
in this process where 

l'erences can't be recon-

taid he hoped the board 
iloo] could find "common 
" where people of other 
~ denominations meet 

e foot of the cross." 
e r said the second point 
, an groWld is TBC stu-

u~eu•~ve that the best way 
YWil~nrP. a Baptist heritage at 

is to have a super 
of trustees from TBC 
anti to have . a large 

of stUdents from TBC­
churches. 
t's why our new 
t commits that every 

at we receive after 
of this year vyill be 

~d in an endowed schol­
for TBC kids and 

would be jointly man­
li3elm.ont and the Educa­
tnmittee of the TBC." 
s called for a secret hal-

~ovenant was rejected by 
of 44-29 with 1 absten-

,DtrBDOnl~e to the vote, Fish­
in a statement released 
aptist and Reflector, "We 
l.ppointed with the out­
the vote." 
1.r said he had "hoped 
~ compromises reached 
the Education Commit­

a ss would satisfy those 
ere opposed to the 
t , but obviously they did 

room. By the grace of God, let's 
set them aside and work on fam­
ily." 

He appealed to the board to 
encourage Belmont to respond 
to the Executive Board concern­
ing its future relationship with 
the convention. 

J oey Rosas said he bad no 
problem with formulating a fra­
ternal relationship, but noted 
the. motion for dissolution con-. 
tains "presuppositions we don't 
morally have the right t o make." 

ELECTED AS officers of the Executive Board of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention were, from left, Mary Beth Duke, First Baptist 
Church, Smithville, recording secretary; Clay Austin, pastoF, First 
Baptist Church, Blountville, president; and Jerry·· Massey, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Paris, vice president. 

He called for the motion to be 
t abled until Belmont trustees 
responded or until the Novem­
ber Execut ive Board meeting 
"whichever comes first." 

The motion to t able passed by 
a slight margin. 

"Moving forward, Belmont's 
board of trustees will evaluate 
the message they believe is 
embedded in the vote and decide 
if there is anything else we can 
do to try to maintain this rela­
tionship." 

Motion for dissolution 
process 

. Mter the covenant was 
rejected, a motion was presented 
by Laurann Whetham of Corry­
ton Baptist Church, Corryton, 
representing several board 
members. 

The motion presented a 
process for dissolution of the 
school/TBC relationship. The 
motion asked the Belmont board 
to respond by Oct. 1 to the rejec­
tion of the covenant. 

The statement expressed 
gratitude for the 53-year rela­
tionship with Belmont and 
noted, "our deepest desire for 
our two organizations is that in 
years to come, the relationship 
between Belmont and the TBC 
be one of mutual respect, cor­
diality, and Christian brother­
hood as we both continue to 
serve our Lord through service 
to mankind." 

The statement also noted 
that if "Belmont leaderships' 
decision is to go forward with 
their proposed covenant, then a 
committee of Tennessee Baptist 
Convention leaders will be 
formed to meet with leadership 
from Belmont University to 
begin an amicable dissolution of 
our financial and organizational 

aspects of the relationship." Procedures for motions 
The statement went on to concerning TBC entities 

add that if a joint statement of The board h eard a report 
dissolution was agreed to before from a subcommittee on proce­
Oct. 28, then the Budget and dures for dealing with mot ions 
Program Committee would meet made at the TBC annual meet­
before the November ann ual ing concerning TBC entities, in 
meeting to amend the proposed particular education entities. 
2005-06 budget. Paul Medley, chairman of the 

In response to the motion, subcommittee and pastor, First 
Fisher said allowing "two weeks Baptist Church, Dunlap, said 
for my board to respond is an the committee found the exist­
insult." He also said. the motion ing governing documep.ts "do 
was presumptuous and violated contain a specific prohibition 
"basic fairness" and "basic open- against the convention delving 
ness." into the internal governance of 

Andre Dugger, pastor of said ins titutions." 
Grace Baptist Church, Nash- The documents and · proce­
ville, and one of the signers of dures of the TBC "are· adequate 
the motion, said the idea behind · for addressing the issue . . . . The 
the document was an attempt Committee has further conclud­
"to h ave brothers and sisters in ed that there is either a general 
Christ come together." lack of knowledge as to perti-

In response to Fish er's state- nent aspects of the applicable 
ment that their motion was pre- documents and/or ineffective 
sumptuous, Dugger referred t o compliance with proper proce­
the May Executive Board meet- -- dure for dealing with the issue 
ing where Belmont's trust ee in question." · 
chairman, Marty Dickens, said, The committee recommended 
''We are going to move forward- that the convention officers, 
with that document if you other appropriate parties, and 
decide not to partner with us on the messengers be informed and 
it." prepared in various ways. 

James Porch, TBC executive Bill Seale, parliamentarian of 
director, said the matter at the TBC annual meeting who is 
hand deals with family. He a member of First Baptist 
asked. the board to consider a Church, Morristown, said he 
way to "keep the communication agreed with the report and that 
open and hopefully, by God's "our documents and Roberts 
grace, to fashion a continuing Rules of Order allow active 
relationship." . debate that is important to peo-" 

Porch observed there are "a ple." 
lot of personal agendas in the He agreed that more educa-

tion is needed, but added, "We'll 

probably still have some vigor­
ous debate." 

Budget 
The board adopted a 2005-06 

budget to be presented to the 
messengers of the TBC annual 
meeting. Elzie Danley, chairman 
of the Budget and Program 
Commit tee and pastor of Pleas­
ant Hill Baptist Church, Jack­
son, said the new budget includ­
ed a .25 percent increase to the 
SBC, increase for Church Annu­
ity Plan through GuideStone 
Financial Resources of the SBC. 
increase for audit costs, and 
increase to support new organi­
zation of board staff. The budget 
increase is 3.2 percent over last 
year or $1,153,580. 

Other actions 
• The board also: 
• Elected Clay 1\ustin, pastor, 

First Bapt ist Church, 
Blountville, and second vice 
president of the convention, as 
president . J erry Massey, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Paris, was 
elected vice president. Mary 
Beth Duke, member of First 
Baptist Church, Smithville, was 
re-elected as secretary. 

• Adopted a reorganization to 
its s tructure to compliment the 
new structure of the board staff 
and needed amendments on 
board governing documents. 

• Heard a report from the 
Education Committee affirming 
the three colleges in response to 
a motion referred from t he 2004 
annual meeting. 

• Adopted a resolution to 
h onor Adrian Rogers, retired 
pastor, BelleVue Baptist Church, 
Cordova, at the annual meeting. 

• Adopted ch anges to the 
Church Annuity Plan of 
GuideStone to update it and 
allow minist er s more flexibili­
ty in receiving disability bene­
fits. 

• Approved a recommenda­
tion for the president of the 
board to appoint a committee to 
study a new name for "Execu­
tive Board of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention." The name 
currently applies to the 99-
mem.ber board and to the corpo­
ration which might be legally 
confusing. 

• Heara a report on the prop­
erty needs of the board in Brent~ 
wood. 0 

NIZED FOR years of service to the. Tennessee Baptist Convention Executive Board· staff were, 
• 1 Deborah Taylor. 10 years; Mattia Knox. 20 years; Ken Marler. 5 years; Linda Estey, 10 years; 

BILL CHOATE, TBC Collegiate Ministries Group leade~ and three 
collegiate ministries directors were recognized for yeats of service 
to the TBC. From left are Choate, 20 years; Ken Trammel, Cumber­
land University, Lebanon, 20 yeats; Denise Roebuck, Cleveland 
State Community College, Cleveland, five yea!S; and Eric Hagstrom, 
East Tennessee State University, Johnson City, 15 years~ 

• trden, tO years; Archer Thorpe, 15 years; and Tim HiO, 10 )ears. Not pictured is Garnette 
?0 )\981S. 
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• Floyd Simmons, pastor 
of Elliston Baptist Church in 
Memphis, for almost 60 years) 
died Sept. 8. His funeral was 
held at the church Sept. 12. 
Simmons started the private 
Christian school, Elliston Bap­
tist Academy, Memphis, in 
1971. 

. . 
• Brunswick Baptist 

RODNEY SMITH, left, and Colby 
Ardis, members at Central Bap­
tist Chur:ch, Crossville, served 11 
days returning Sept. 5 in . 

Church, Brunswick, will 
hold revival Sunday - Wednes-

Memphis, and Hope Fellow­
ship Baptist Church, Mem­
phis, met together Aug. 21 at 
Bent Tree Apartments where 
Hope Fellowship meets. The 
two black congregations con­
sidered multi-family housing 
ministry. Hope Fellowship is 
involved in the ministry. It is a 
mission congregation started 
by Faith Baptist Church, Bar­
lett, and is led by James 
Williams, pastor. Zoe is led by 
J ame~ Henderson. The con.gre­
gations held a joint worship 
service led by the choir of Zoe 
Church and Henderson, who 
preached. Then they toured 
the work being conducted at 
t!le apartment complex. 

Venezuela~ working with two churches through International Commission. The commission 
• 

day, Oct. 9-12, with Pat Kough, 
a pastor from Ripley, as the 
speaker. For information, con­
tact the church at (901) 388-
3690 . Leaders 

the International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Conv~ntion. They were part of a 
volunteers and missionaries working with 23 churches. Ardis worked with two missionaries in a 
of about 35 members. He worked on helping the Christians make disciples who can make o~~ 

ciples. In photo to right, Ardis says goodbye to new friends. As a result of the team's work, I 
5,000 people made professions of faith. 

. • New Harmony Baptist 
Church, Paris, will hold its 
eighth annual Free Outdoor 
Extravaganza, Saturday, Oct. 
1,_ at 4 p.m. with featured 
speaker l'hil Robertson, who is 
known for his duck calls and 
testimony. For in(ormation, 
contact the ·church at (731) 
593-5276. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Gleason, will hold revival 
Sunday- Wednesday, Sept. 25-
28, with Phil Glisson, evange1-
ist of Memphis, as speaker. 

• Kely Batley, a native of 
Birmingh.am, Ala., has been 
called as minister of music of 
First Baptist Church, Knox­
ville, effective Oct. 23. A grad.:. 
uate of Samfm:-d University 
and its Beeson Divinity School 
in Birmingham, he-holds beth· 
a bachelor and a master's 
degree in music. He comes to 
First Church frem the First 
Baptist C:Q:urch ofWoodbridge1 

. Va., and previously served 
churches in Alabama. 

church as·interim pastor. 

• True Life Baptist 
Church, ~ Atoka, has called 
Jason Ro~gers as youth pas-

, tar. •1 

·statevvide ~ 
Events 

. ' 
• A Mems of Mission-ar- · 

ies Ltin:cheon:, hosted by 
Helen Ow~I).s ef First Baptis£ 

+ First Baptist Church of Church, Nashville; Ann .Cretin 
• First Baptist Church, · 

Livingston, will held"'·revival 
Sunday - We<h}esday, Sept. 25- ' 
28, with David Leavell, paf?tor 
of Springfield Baptist Church, 
Springfield, as evangelist. 
Gilbert_ Aldridge, minister of 
music at First Church, will 
lead the music. 

of the People's Ch.ureh, 
Clarksville lias called Ron F.ranldm,· . and . Tennessee 
Moore as :nlinister of el!luea-

ROSS TIPTON, center, holes a p/aq~e he received 

Woman's Missionary 
tion: effective .Sept. 26. He pre- Union, wi:l1 be held Saturday, 
vi(}usly serv;ed Belle Aire Bap:- Oct.. 22, at ndan in Fr~nkli.n:. 
tist Church in Murfreesboro as Mothers of CUI'Fent ~nd former 
a minister. 

serving as Sunday Behoof director of Clark 
Church, Jo/;Jnson City, fer 40 yeatlS. The award was 
Mike Anglin, right, pastor:, and Danny Hughes, chairman 
cons. · :J 

• Russellville Baptist 
Church, Russellville, held 
revival Sept. 11-14 with Mor­
ris Ande:rson, evangelist . of 
Maryville, as speaker. 

' missionaries are invited. For 
+ First ·Baptist Church of information or te -RSVP e-mail 

Clifton recently ealled Ran- . missienmoms@bellseuth.net, 
dall Runions as pastor. He or call Owens at (615) 251- . 
previously s~rved the church 5769 or Crcetin at (615) 277-
as interim. pastor. 8415. 

• Grace.· Baptist C.hu;reh, + Tennessee Baptist Dis-

to be held Wednesday? Sept. WSM-AM Nashville. 'q 
·28, at the Expo Ce:a.ter off o:wners of the Nashville 
Music Valley Drive, Nashville, · will host the benefit co 
at 6·p.~. Sponsors. for the con- the E)q)o Center. Pe 
cert will be: Bill Heard : are Lila McCann 
Chevrolet ofNashville, Capley McDaniel, John Ston 
Instruments, Music City Fritsch, an.d Daniel 

Collinwpod, -recently called aster Relief's J!urric~e Kat­
Lawrence Steiner as pastor. rin.a· response will benefit from 

. ! 

'News, Inc., Music City Motor~ tin. Ben "Ceater" Jon 
plex, Theatrical Lighting Sys- the Dukes of Hru~zar1~, l 

+ Zoe Baptist Church, He previously served the - the Mqsic City Jam, ~ cencert tems, Tootsfe's Records· and sion series will 

Josephine_ Broaddus retires from: teachi119 S.S after 6 J years 
For Baptist and Reflector ·. - · . ... . ·· · · · .· . . . . . sa Jesephine could continue her editing 

NASHVILLE - Josephin¢ 'Pyle 
Broaddus, or "Josie" as her friends call 
her, stepped down Aug. 28 from teach­
ing Sunday School at First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, after 61 years. She 
has taught continuously except for a 
short break when she switched age 
groups. 

In 1944 Broaddus came to Nashville 
to interview for a job at the Baptist Sun­
day School Board, Nashville (now Life­
Way Christian Resources). She was hired 
and served in editorial positions, indud-

. ing as editor of the youth Sunday School 
materials. Broaddus 1·etired in 1983 afte:r 
working there for 39 years. 

She began teaching youth in Sunday 
School, intermediates or ages 13-16. 
When she decided she was "too old to 
work with youth anymor~" said Broad­
dus, she joined a women's class and even­
tually became the teacher. 

In 1982 she married Bower Broaddus 
who moved frem Oklahoma to Nashville 

· · career at the B~SB. 

FRANK LEWIS~ {Jaster, First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, prepares to give 
Josephine Broaddus a gift for teaching 
Sunday School at the church for 60 years. 

' 

"He was willing to give up his life 
there to come here and marry me~" 
·Josephine e;,q>lained. , 

Bewer is music director for the Good 
News Class of the church. 

Of teaching youth, Broaddus said, "l 
taught some reaUy frisky kids that were 
children ofleaders of the church. Some of 
them you wondered how in the world 
they wo11ld turn oQ.t, but they turned out 
great." 

Broaddus mot only loves teachlng Sun­
day Sehool, she loves her €hl1rch. 

"1 felt at home immediately when I 
visited. I came to Old Fii-st Baplist, 
whieh is what Dr. Powell always called it, 
and it was like walking into my home." 
Broaddl.JS referred to W. F. Powell, pastor 
at that time. 

"It was the custom for young board 
werkers to visit around at Immanuel or 
Belmont Heights, but I couldn't do that. 
I kn.ew where I belonged. I joined First 
B:aptist and I've loved it ever since." a 

original General Le~l 
will also feature a 
memorabilia auetionJ, 
possible by the 
Motorplex. Steve ( 
SuperTalk 99.7 
Nashville will be the 
host. A donation ' 
requU:ed at the door fo• 
SlOn. 

. + A benefit to raisE 
for Hurricane KatrW 
by Tennessee Baptl 
aster Reliqf and the 
Methodist Commiti 
Relief in Jackson Cou 
be held Saturday, 8eP 
the Oldham Theater 
chester at 2 p.m. I 
performers will 
J.C. Outreach Puppet 
Donaldson Grove 
Church, Huntland. 

· sion is donations o 
information, call 
Sisk at (931) 6364' 
Jones at (931) 636-
Linda Carroll at (9. 
4606. 
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:lWest Tennessee- FBC Hen.dersonville October 14th- 15th 
~t 

, ~~ "Extreme Makeover - Singles Edition" 
•. Keno Kington Worship: Two Rivers Baptist Church Praise Team 

- Holiday Inn Express, next door to the church 

-
aU<m Fee: $1 0 per person. . 
TER on the web site at www.singleconference.com and mail check payable to Tennessee Baptist 
ttion, PO Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024. Attention: Julie Heath 
x-e information, contact Max Holt, 931-648-8031 day, 931-358-2287 night, smholt@chaner.net 

October 20-21, 2005 

November 18-19, 2005 

Youth inistry Unive ity 

r 

FEATURED SPEAKERS: 
Brentwood: Dr. Richard Ross. Youth .Minisrrv Professor 
Spokesperson for Tnu Lor•r lr~ili and 1ilrning Ytmr Hearts 
Tou•ard Homr, Southwestern Baprisl Thl.'ological Seminary 

Johnson City: Dr. Allen Jackson 
Youth Mini!>t:f)' Profes!lor 
Director of Youth Mini!>try lnstimte 
Director of Pwvidence Learning Center 
New Orleans Bapti t Theological Seminary 

COST /F.EES: 
.Earl} Re-gistration: 4::; per person 
(Before Oct. 1-Brem~ ood. B rore NO\. !-Johnson Ci" 
L·u\: Registration: SO per person 
1'\.fier 0 -Brenrnood A.fro o l -Johnson Cig) 

Spow;\; Registration: I ) per person 

l OO''"In "£1 .m: par.tte rom rhc: conterenc~ ~ismuion 

ee .and uop.mc are r~ ruJble for making merr O\\tn 
rese£\ non . \ 1 ww'' tn outhm ni m .com for a 
omplere bst of hotd . confi:ten'-e chodule. or for mo~ 
nformara n 

For m re nfi rm n n con ct Bruce Ed\\---ard.s or Bre-nda 
ns al 00. S '>8 2 0 or loal 615.3- 1.-9 6. 

~DON' 
September 30-0ctober 1, Tri-State Camp-O-Ree, Camp 

Cordova, Memphis. For registration form and more information, 
. . . 

VISJ t www. cnstatecamporee.org. 

Ocrober 14-15, Volunteer Missions "Leading for Impact, Team 

Leader Training, First Baptist Church Goodlettsville. T his 10-

hour training wiU provide plenty of how-to's, including how co 

recruit prayer supporters, research your project site overseas, build 

your team, fmance your trip, train team members, secure travel 

and proper ID, and plan a daily schedUle. Al Hodges, Direcror of 

Global Equipping. from the IMB and his team will be piloting 
this new material. · The training will begin Friday at 6:00 CST 
and will conclude on Saturday at 4:00 CST. Cost for the training 
is $20.00 per participant. Please register with Hearher Wilson ar 

hwilson@mbaptist.org or 1.800.558.2090 ext 2061 by 

September 30, 2005. 

JAM missions event for girls and boys in grades 1 through 6. 
JAM = Journey into Adventures in Missions 

October 8 (Middle Tennessee) First Baptist Church, Lebanon 

October 15 (East Tennessee) Central Baptist Church-Bearden, 

Knoxville 

October 22 (West Tennessee) Union University, Jackson 

Check www.mwmu.org for more information or comact Andrea 

Knight at aknight@mbaptist.org or 800.558.2090 ext. 7919. 

Minister of Mwic/Worship I.nder Roundtables 2005: Tools of 

the Trade 
September 26-LOWER WEST, Ellendale Baptist Church, 

Bartlett 

September 29-EAST, Wallace Memorial Baptise Church, 

Knoxville 

Oct. 3-WEST, Woodland Baptist Church, Jackson 

Oct. 6-UPPER EAST, First Baptist Church, Kingsport 

Oct. 13-M1DDLE, Hermitage Hills Baptist Church, Nashville 

Oct. 27-LOWER EAST, Brainerd Baptist Church, Chattanooga 

Cosr is $10 payable at conference, or pre-register at 

www. mworshipandmusic.org. 

For more informacion, contact Paul Clark or Charlotte Hanson 

at 800.558.2090 or e-mail chanson@mbaptist.org. 

2005 Fall Library Team Training 

September 24 ........................... .... . West Jackson Baptist Church 

October l ................................... , •........... First &.aptisr Donelson 

October 15 .................................... ..... ..... First Baptisl SevJerville 

For registration information and COStS, vi~it www.mbaptist.org or 

call julie Heath at 615.312.1993 or 800.558.1090. 
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('I have made thee a watchman. 
. 

Hear the word at my mouth and 

give them warning from me" 

The new "Sing and Be Not Silent" CD featuring the Tennessee Ladies Chorus 

and the Tennessee Mens Chorale is now available. 

Price is $15.00 (includes shipping and handling). Order online at: 

www. tnworshipandmusic.org or 

e-mail chanson@tnbaptist .org. For e-mail subject title, please rype "CD order" . 

• 

• 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST CON\ TENTION 
PASTOR'S CONFERENCE 

lvionday, November f4, 200) • 
First Bapri t Clarksvill~ 

"I have made thee a w·atclunan ... 
Hear the word at my mouth and give them warning from me. " EzciO( 

AFTERNOON CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

12:50 Pre-service Music ........................................................... 'thosc 
Welcome ............................. .. ....................... ...... Bro. Glenn 0 
Prayer/Host Church Pastor ................ ................. Dr. Ro~r Fn 
Congregational Praise ............................................ Bro. Jan I 
Introduction of Speaker ..................... .... ............ Bro. Glenn D 
Special Music ................................................................ Chose 

1:25 Message .................................................................. Dr. 0. L. l 
Congregational ·Praise ............................................ Bro. Jason 1 
Introduction of Speaker ..................................... Bro. Glenn D 
Special Music ................................................................ Chose: 

2:15 Message ............................................................... Bro. Steve li 
2:45 Election of Officers 

Offertory Prayer ............................................... Dr. Ronnie W 
Offering ........................................................................ Chose 
Introduction of Speaker .................................... Bro. Glenn D 

3:20 ·Message ......................... ............... ..... ... , ... Evangelist Jerry Ch~ 
Prayer .......... ....... ......... ..................... ....... ............ Bro. Jason G 

4:00 Dismiss 

5:50 

6:20 . 

;;':25 

. 
8:10 

9:00 

EVENING CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Pre-service Music ............................................ Hillcrest Baptist Chwch 
Welcome & P~ayer ............................................. Bro. Glenn D 
Congregational Praise ............................................ Bro. Jason J 

Introduction of Speaker .. ............... . ., ................. Bro. Glenn D 
Special Music .................................... : ........................... Chose• 

Message .. ~ .. : ......... .. ............ : .............. ...... : ............... .... D1·. Steve ( 
Congregational Praise ............................................ Bro. Jason R 
Special Music ...... ............................. Hillcrest Baptist Chllld. C 
Offertory Prayer ......................................................... Bro. Ken 
Offering ............ _ .................. .:. ........... Hillcrest Baptist Church ( 
Special Music .... : ...... .......................... ....... ..................... Chose( 
Message ............. .......................................... : ........... Dr. Bob p· 
Special Music ........ .. .... ..................... Hillcrest Baptist Church 1 

· Special Music ............................. : .................................. Chosel 
Message ....... .......................................................... Evangelist J 
Time of Prayer and Surrender 
Introductioq of Officers 
Closing Prayer ...................................................... Dr. Bill Nor 

For more information, contact Glenn Denton at 615.444.5923 . 

.. 

• 

November 15-16 
Tennessee Baptist Convention Annual 

"Tennessee Baptists Boldly Going 
First Baptist Church, ClarksviiJe 

For more information) contact Linda ~ ..... 
at 800.558.2090) ext. 2088. 
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Missi_,ns Extravaganza 

r; Extravaganza wi l be anything but ordinary this year. 2005 is the 25th 
1'"'"""""1): of Tennessee Baprisr partnership missions and will be celebrated 

bcr 15. First Baptist Church, Clarksville is hosring Great Commission 

featuring 30 missionaries November 13. Since Missions Extravaganza is 

.,u,Jr'"'~1 in between chose rwo big events, dle outcome is more missionaries and 

displays than ever before. You are cordially invited to bring your missions 

i1.acions and your whole famil to meet che missionaries Monday, November 14. 

scn~tives from 11 Tennessee Baptist partnerships wiU be present with displays 

ll as 9 .ocher missionaries. The three-day schedule includes: 

DAY. NOVEMBER 13 

1: Commission Sunday, FBC Clarksville 

- 5:00 pm Missions Fair 

- 7:30 pm Evangelism Rally 

r~~~~nr,. information, corltact Bill Graham, FBC C/llrksville at 931.645.2431 

, NOVEMBER 14 

Extravaganza 

-7:30pm Missions Fair 

()rt information, contact Vickie Anderson, TNWMU at800.558.2090, ext. 7918. 

DAY, NOVEMBER 15 

~4~e Baptist Convention 25th Anniversary of Partnership Missions 

missions displays remain through Tuesday and Wednesday 

pm Convention Celebration 

r~ information, contact Kim M argrave, TBC Partnership M issions at 

8.2090, ext. 2021. 

NOVEMBER 9-12, 2005 
SIDNEY JAMES MOUNTAIN LODGE, GATLINBURG, TN 

Two tracks available: Vol~teer Preschool/Children's Directors 

and Professional Preschool/Children's Ministers. 

Cost: Volunteer Track- $45.00 (Early Bird- $35.00 if postmarked by Oct. 5) 

Professional Track- $~0.00 (Early Bird- $50.00 if postmarked by Oct. 5) 

No refunds after October 25 

Lodging: 

A limited number of rooms have been blocked at the Sidney James Mountain 

Lodge until October 9th. Use the Group Name, TBC Fall Getaway, when 

making reservations in order to receive the special rate of $60 for Wednesday I 
Thursday nights and $70 for Friday night. Call 800-876-6888 for reservations. 

For more information or to download a registration form, visit www.tnbaptist.org 
or contact Vicki Hulsey or Barbara Owens at 800.558.2090, ext.7905. 

Tennessee Tennessee 
l \ I> I f C I OI!.US MtHS CIIOJ'.Aif 

November I 5. 2005 
Tho~""' ~ChM.'> I' o ~c-.oltd !flo- ThrT.-.- ..,....,~~ 11 p•bn•4J diCii>dV.. 

r.,.,...... 8opl.bl ~~ .....wt c~ ...... ~ r.......-- toc.l~~t ~~~ '4nic c::o.~>u .. u 

Cost: Early resen•acion. $12.50 
after :--Jovember l, $15.00 

Special guest: Ann Downing 

Ann Downtng Ius 'Wlg ~pa music tOr l'iv.: dectdcs. (ormer~· with The 
Oowmn~s ,,nd now solo. She has lxen fcarured scvcral times on the Gaither 
'1tk'O ~riC) anc.l w~ inducted into the Gospel MllitC Hall of Fame in 1998. 
Ann L\ .a featured speakc:r ar many women's confer~nCC$ and hOSt.' her own 

.tnnu:tl Mic:ll!lc Tcun~ « \Vomet~ ) Retre.tt in NailiviUe in .April. 

You ~o..an ~i't~r onlin~ .u ww,v.cnb.lprist.org -· Church Adminismltion • Minister> Wi'-U 
1-eliOWthlp. Or m<Jil n;ame. churt:h. Jdd,~, phQne, email ro: Laoa Ro~e. PO B<n: 728, 
B~nt\'~lOd . T~ 3'1QZ4. Make check p~pble to Tcnnc:sse. B3ptist Convention. Rc:scrv.ttion 
'"Ill noc be C'Ontlrmed unul monty is rec~lvcd. 

Also Tc:n~ B.aptist' Mmistl:l' \X'h1!5 Fdl~hip as offtting a hospialit}· booth in the Exhibit 
1\rr.a of 1he Tmnm« l\.apili1 Convention ~ mnnal rocrting. The !Wlibir An:a IS in ~uon 
1'\0\~mhcc 1-t 16. M1n"~ WIH~!> .arr atcoun~ to .stop by tOr rom-ersation aod to network 
~ uh .~her mim,tel'\ '""'~ 0\C'\ will ~ .1 free gilt from tbt ocgaruurion wtule chen:. 

Madison St. 
United Methodist Church 

3 I 9 Madison St. 
Oarksvllle. TN 

TENNESSEE MENS CHORALE CONCERT 
O n Sunday, November 13, the Tennessee Mens 

Chorale will be In Concert at First Baptist C hurch, 
Joelton. Concert is free and begins at 7:00 pm. 

Don't miss the TLC and TMC at the Convention 
at First Baptist Church ClarksviUe. 

Tuesday morning, November 15 the 1ennc.ssce 
Ladies C horus will sing ar 8: 15 am. At 8:45 am rhc 
Tennessee ~1ens C horale and rhe Ladies Chorus will 

lead the Convention in opening worship. At 2:00 
pm Tuesda)' afternoon che Tennessee Mens Chorale 

will be sin ging. · 
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Connect is a FREE evangelistic event empowering teenagers to bring a friend to hear the life-changing Gospel of Jesus Chris 

September 23 
September 24 
October 1-2 
October 2-5 
October 9-1 0 
·November 13 

Cleveland 
Cleveland 

_Union City 
Hendersonvi lie 
Harriman 
Clarksville 

Brad~ey Central ·High School 
Lee University Conn Center 
Obion Co. Fairgrounds 
Long Hollow Baptist Church 
South Harriman Baptist Church 
Hilldale Baptist Church 

For more information, contact Rachel Watson at 800.558.2090, ext. 7933 or rwatson@tnbaptist.org. 
I 0 • 

COMING UP: 
· Mark )'OUr calendars for 2006 Tennessee Baptist 

TOURNEY CAMPS 
• 

For boys and girls 1st-6th grades: 

March 17-18 Linden Valley Baptist · .. 
Center, in conjunction with Bible Fun Field 

For boys and girls 3rd-6th grades: 
. . -

June 26-30 Linden Valley Baptist Conference 

·July 3~ 7 Carson Springs Baptist Conference 

• .. 
Ilv1PACT CAMPS 

For smdents 6r1.-·l .... rh grades: 

July 10-14, 2006 

Linden Valley Baptist Conference Cenrer 

July 24-28, 2006 ~ 

Carson Springs Baprisr Conference Center 

For more info, visi[ W\Vw.rnbaptistcaJnp~.org. 

..... ---------------------------------------------------~------------------------------------------------~--
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's Mike Overcash serves as liaison with Salvation Army 
Knox 

. 
d Reflector 

, 
TWOOD -Mike Over-

iddle Tennessee disaster 
~aining coordinator and 
iree, served as the North 
n Mission Board's liai-
14 days during the Hur­

trina response al the 
Army Alabama, Louis­

nd Mississippi CALM) 
Headquarters in Jack-

~-
:.ash ·was asked to 
l:he Salvation Army liai­
erve in one of the posi-

three NAMB Incident 
ad Systems (ICS) teams, 
ce responding to Hurri-. :;nna. 
e Salvation Army liaison 

at tne ALM headquarters, Over­
cash helped the Salvation Army 
use the Southern Baptist Con­
vention's Disaster Relief 
resources. 

As part of the NAMB ICS, 
Overcash handled requests from 
the Salvation Army for feeding 
teams, which were assigned by 
NAMB to help. 

"' am helping the. Salvation 
Army understand the capabili­
ties of the SBC teams," Overcash 
said. "The Salvation Army has 
their own Incident Comrq;md 
(IC) team, and I was able to facil­
itate communications between 
the Salvation Army and -NAMB." 

"In addition, I am assessing 
equipment needs, making sug­
gestions, and helping resource 
persons both with the Salvation 

,.H.,,n offers to help Salvation Army Major Patsy Ham­
computer. Overcash served as the North American 

liaison with the Salvation Army. 

featuring 

Tuesda X· Sepeember ~7. ~oos 6:45p.m. 
Carl Perkms Civic Center 

Hear from a ~ed legislator, honored veteran and 
ptivating ~ as Mr. Dole offers lt\Sight from leader­
' tNt shaped a past gen«ation and inftuet ICeS the next. 

£cad Spc:=n 

S..~eorpSovth 

CMf and Ala uldand 

Pon.r Qble!Delta & 
Uw Po...r c~ 

S~ Enteq~N.s_!nc: 

\\'hit"* ~C\U llC 
L "'*.. A ....... •.,.; cro 

Prtm1u Spunscrs 

B.My end Nanna Fesmire 
F.m&nr.; 

Lloyd Hansen 
~and bn li<*nti 

Jh. .l.l<:tsGt\ s-
1\b ltm ··It Ml.l't!Jiil Mow IOill 
Ne~J Rbd rod Am[ Pa\i!t 

~andF•~p,._ 

w.u r...--- Howi~ 
At> •lOCIJii- donor 

Army and NAMB." 
Overcash was asked to serve 

at the Salvation Army by Terry 
Henderson, NAMB Disaster 
Relief director. Through this 
arrangement, NAMB also 
receives information from Over­
cash about operations within the 
Salvation Army. 

"This position helps every­
body work better together," 
added Overcash. ''The Salvation 
Army liaison position is a nor­
mal pos ition within the ·ICS 
team." 

While serving at the Salva:. 
tion Army Division Headquar­
ters, Overcash bas been involved 

in all aspects of the Baptist 
teams who served in Mississippi 
and Louisiana. 

The Louisiana and Mississip­
pi offices of emergency manage­
ment are working with the Sal­
vation Army to provide security 
for the feeding units and the food 
trucks. "One of the main con­
cerns has been to provide ade­
quate security for the SBC feed­
ing units," Overcash noted. 

"I am glad to be a part of this 
Salvation Army operation and 
helping people move SBC units 
and prepare food," Overcash 
added. ''There is more than one 
way to help with the Hurricane 

Katrina response. However, I 
would much rather be oo a Ten­
nessee State Disaster Relief unit. 

"But as part of the Salvation 
Army IC supervision, I am work­
ing with around 10-20 people in 
their Disaster Relief Operation 
Center. I see this response as a 
long-term recovery effort expect­
ed to last for months." 

Overcash believes that the 
relationship that was es tab­
lished with the NAMB agree­
ment between the Salvation 
Army and SBC Disaster Relief is 
enhanced because of the faith­
based principals of both organi­
zations. 0 

57-year-old mioister prepares for 300-mile 
bike ride to increase missions awareness 
For Baptist and Reflector 

WHITltHOUSE - Men like 
to attempt hard to do or 
~nthinkal!le things, acknowl­
edges Glenn Dyer, associate pas­
tor of First Baptist Church here. 

''They like adventures. I am 
no different than most men, 

· especially when it comes to 
stretching myself and trying to 
accomplish something on the 
edge of dangerous," the minister 
said. 

Dyer will soon undertake 
such a venture, embarking on a 
300-mile bike ride, almost all 
uphill. 

Dyer admitted that this 
seemed like an impossible task 
just three months ago. 

"I am 57 years old and deal­
ing with the problems that an 

aging body presents," Dyer said, 
noting that three years.ago he 
discovered he had heart disease. 
He also now has diabetes and 
neuropathy in his feet and legs 
due to an accident while climb­
ing a rock face in his younger 
years. 

"I have found myself wanting 
to return to the more active life 
that I enjoyed in my youth and 
my doctor challenged me to 
begin getting into better physi­
cal shape," Dyer recalled. His 
doctor suggested he consider 
biking. 

"As soon as I could afford a 
bike I began riding four-five 
days a week," Dyer said. "After 
several months riding alone, I 
began to ride with friends who 
saw the positive results I was 
h aving." 

Dyer and his three friends 
__..,are now preparing a biking . 
adventure to the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. 

"Putting this trip together 
has been fun and also spiritual­
ly moving," Dyer noted. 

In addition to his desire that 
the exercise would improve his 
health condition, Dyer said he 
has had an overwhelming desire 
to draw attention to the spiritu­
al and economical needs in 
Lynch, Ky., where the church is 
involved in a three-year partner- · 
ship with Meridzo Ministries. 
Volunteer missionary Lonnie 

Riley leads an effort to help.the 
poor and illiterate people in that 
part of Appalachia, Dyer 
explained. 

A family from FBC (Terry, 
Angie, Nilci, and Nissa Burkeen) 
are moving to Lynch next year 
where they will serve as faith 
missionaries, trusting the Lord 
to provide their financial sup­
port as they supervise and coor­
dinate work projects such as 
house repairs, starting small 
businesses, and training people 
in job skills. 

"Our bike ride is to help pro­
mote the awareness of the 
needs of the people in this 
region as well as to help gain 
support for the Burkeen fami­
ly," Dyer said. 

"As we travel along, we hope 
to have the opportunity to pray 
with people. We will be wearing 
bright yellow shirts with this 
message on the back: NEED 
PRAYER? PULL OVER!" 

He added that the team also 
will be sharing their story with 
all those they come in contact 
with. 

The team departs on Satur­
day, Oct. 1, at 9 a.m. For more 
information about the effort, or 
to support the mission cause, go 
to www.whfbc.org. 

"'f you see us on the road, 
Honk, or better still, pull over; 
Dyer invited. "We would love to 
pray with you." 0 

GLENN DYER, second from nght, will be jomed on h1s b1king 
adventure by. from left, Darrell Diseksr, Jasoi1 Goodman, and Terry 
Burkeen. 
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Annual Black Church Leader-ship Conference draws J J 
• 

For Baptist and Reflector Roger Freeman, president 

BRENTWOOD -The 2005 
Black Church Leadership Con­
ference of the Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention was a tremen­
dous success, reported Willie 
McLaurin of the TBC staff. 

This year's conference held 
at the Baptist Center here 
recently brought 170 partici­
pants from three different 
states: Tennessee, Mississippi, 
and Kentucky. 

The excitement and energy 
of the meeting were unsur­
passed, McLaurin said. Ov.er 
16 different 
breakout ses-
s1ons were 
offered. The 
conference 
offered train-. . 
mg curncu-
lums in Pas-
tor Health, MC LAURIN 
Church 
Health, and Financial Health. 

Kevin Smith of Southern 
• 

Baptist Theo~ogical Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky. , delivered the 
opening message challenging 
conferees with essential prin­
ciples on "How to Grow the 
Church." Smith said that . the 
church must stand upon the 
truth, practice personal holi­
ness, be ~ified as a body, and 
then the Great Commission 
can be carried out. 

Throughout the day several 
breakout sessions were con­
vened. 

The conference dinner baJ;l­
quet featured music by Youth 
Disciples of Christ, which is 
the youth choir of Fait!! United 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
where Larry Jones is the pas­
tor. This was the first year that 
a youth choir has ever led the 
special music for the confer­
ence, noted McLaurin. 

of the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention and pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Clarksville, 
was the guest speaker for the 
evening. Freeman preached 
from the thought, "The Man 
God Uses." Freeman reminded 
participants that they are to 
be vitally connected to the 
Lamb, victorious or controlled 
by the Lamb, and visibly com­
municating about the Lamb. 

On Saturday morning 
James Porch, executive direc­
tor-treasurer of the TBC, gave 
a devotion. Porch challenged 
the participants to "Be Alone 
with God." He highlighted two .. 
points: 1) Go where there is no · 
trail and leave the path; 2) 
Inside your struggle is the best 
chance of being alone with 
God. 

The "Respect Your Health" 
Campaign of the Tenn~ssee 
Department of Health provid­
ed a booth. Moe Walker from 
the hit television series, "The 
Biggest Loser," challenged par- . 
ticipants to embrace a healthy 
lifestyle as he signed auto­
graphs. 

Andrea Wills, deputy com~ 
missioner for the Tennessee 
Department of Health, 
brought greetings and shared 
the testimony of her own life. 
Over 50 participants · volun­
teered to begin a healthy life 
initiative. 

Planning is underway for 
the 2006 Black Church Lead­
ership Conference. The tenta- · 
tive dates are June 22-24. 
Early registration is now 
available for black church 
leadership at www.tbcblack­
church.org. 
· The Office of Black Church 
Leadership Development of 
the TBC provides the confer­
Emce. The · office is a link to 

Accepting gift of chain saw 
Tim Bearden, left, of the Tennessee Baptist Convention staff, 
accepts a chain saw and related items from Bruce Thomas, a 
pilot of Mt. Juliet. Thomas heard about TBC disaster relief 
efforts on radio and from a pastor of a Baptist church he 
sought out. TBC disaster relief workers include chain saw 
operators. Bearden is former TBC disaster relief director. He 
now works at Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden. 

KEVIN SMITH of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisvi/le, Ky. , spoke at the con­
ference. 

ministry and church health 
resources specific to the 
African American community, 
explained McLaurin. The 
office strives to minister to 
African Americans in fulfilling 
the Great Commission of 
Jesus Christ. 

The office of Black Church 
Leade:r:ship Development also 
exists to encourage and assist 
all churches and associations 
of churches, said McLaurin. 

For more information on 
the 2006 conference and on his 
ministry, con tact Willie 
McLaurin at wmclaurin@-. . 
tnbaptist.org, 1-800-558-2090 
ext. 2011, or (615) 371-2011, or 
Marjorie Waddey of the TBC 
staff at 1-800-558-2090 ext 
2040 or ( 615) 371 ... 0040. 0 

CONFERENCE participants hear Jerry Essary of the TBC ew 
ism staff in a small group meeting of the leadership ~ 
which drew people from three states. 

PARTICIPANTS attend one of the main sessions of the 20051 
Church Lea(/le(ship .Conference which was held recently st 
tist Center in Brentwood. It drew about 170 people. 

Women of the Word 200 
Non-Denominational Confere 

September 30 & October 1 
First Baptist Church Cookeville, TN 

..• If anyone is thirsty, 
he should· come to Me 
and drink! John 7:37 

-Special Guests: 
JENNY LYNNE 

JIM ROBINSON 
EVA-SELF 

AUNT MAITIE GO 
~ 

Breakout Sessions offered 

Pre-Register through ~ertren 
~$40.00 includes Lunch 

Mter September 26 
Fee is $40.00 ·No lunch 

Registration fee is n 

-Brochures available at church office: 18 S. Walnl:lt Avenue Cookeville, TeMesset 
(931)526--7108 www.fbccookeville.org 

• • 
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ster relief volunteers provide meals for Red Cross shelter 
wson 
-Reflector 

IN - Tennessee· 
Disaster Relief volun­
an serving meals Sept. 
~t 125 evacuees of Hur­
atrina staying in a Red 
........ _ here. 
;he launch of this shel­
acant factory, a smaller 

had operated for 10 
C_learView Baptist 

closed. At the new 
Wijliamson County 

chapter offered a wide 
services in addition to 

meals. Help also 
,...u.og ~ finding employ­
!'!tting medical needs 
I ning goods from a com­
~d locating more per­

using in the area. 
-up feeding unit and 

from the Madison­
;roc.kett Baptist Associ­
tkE~ with others from 
-area churches.· Bob 

DON MALONEY and Debbie Cobern, disaster relief volunteers 
from ClearView Baptist Church in Franklin, prepare salad for dinner 
Sept. 14 at the Franklin Red Cross shelter. 

in disaster relief since 2001, 
measures the rewards in "G:>d 
moments" such as "seeing some­
one who has lost everything 
enjoy a hot meal and be put on 
the road to recovery." 

While Joe Mcintire, pastor of 
LifeSpring Church in Jackson, is 
the leader ill his church he usu­
ally finds himself in a serving 
role in disaster relief ministry. 
"I'm a good 'go-fer,' " he laughed, 

JOSEPH LEE goes through the food line to get food prepared by 
Termessee Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers working at the 
Franklin Red Cross shelter. 

noting that his responsibilities 
in Franklin often included load­
ing supplies and hauling them to 
the kitchen. 

Disaster relief ministry 
"shows people we care and it's a 
way w~ can touch people with the 
love of Christ," Mcintire said. 

Gene Williams, TBC men's 
ministries specialist represented 

the TBC at the shelter site and 
served as a liaison with the Red 
Cross. 

"The major difference in this 
disaster is that evacuees have 
come to a community not direct­
ly affected by the hurricane. The 
community has responded in 
great numbers and wholeheart­
edly," Williams said. 0 manager at 

[Baptist Church, Ohat­
i:lirected the first four 
e operation. 

Larry Murphy, director of 
missions for the Madison­
Chester, Crockett Association, 
and a 10-year veteran of disas­
ter relief ministry, acknowl­
edged the familiarity of prepar­
ing food outside from a feed#lg 
unit. "Here we've had to piece 
things together to make it work. 
We've had plenty of volunteers 
from here and from our associa­
tion." 

Nashville church collects shoes for victims 
-who earlier had spent 
with the Tennessee 
Convention feeding 
aton Rouge, said the 
opera-tion posed an 

Bllenge in that volun­
:ustomed to working 
from a feeding unit 
primarily out of a 

the shelter. A tilt 
the Madison­

Crockett unit was 
:ide. 
WIJto has been involved 

However, he said serving in a 
shelter enables volunteers "to 
become acquainted with the peo­
ple, talk with them, and pray 
with them." 

By Marcia Knox 
Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVTI..LE - Grace Bap­
tist Church here is a finely oiled 
machine when it comes to mas­
sive shoe drives and is currently 
responding to the need for shoes 
for Hurricane Katrina survivors 
and evacuees. 

Once again, Joyell Dalton, a 
stay-at-home mom of four and a 
Grace Church member, is spear­
heading a nationwide shoe drive 

To LEARN, To LIVE, To LoyE ... 

CArson-Newmdn is specidl to me. not 

only beCduse of the eduCdtion I om 

but dlso for the opportunity 

prdctice my gifts in ministry. All 
~~~4~ Sd}' they will eduCdte }-GU, but 

rson-Nel=mdn chdllenges you. 

Rev. Bryan Hair 
Senior 

Religion/Communication Double Major 

lelferson Gty. Tennessee 

for victims of massive storms. 
Last time it was the tsunami 
survivors; and this time it is the 
Hurricane Katrina survivors 
and evacuees. 

"It's exciting to see Christian 
church members using their 
gifts;" said Grace Church pastor 
Andie Dugger. "Through the 
shoe drive, God is giving Joyell 
her ministry. It's giving hope to 
people and sharing the love of 
Christ in a practical way. G:>d is 
using her worldwide with the 
shoe ministry." 

The goal is currently one mil­
lion pair of shoes for the hurri­
cane victims. The church began 
collecting shoes Sept. 12 with 
church volunteers ranging in 
ages from five to 80 working in 
three-hour shifts sorting and 
packing shoes for hurricane sur­
vivors. The shoe drive is expect­
ed to run through Sept. 30. 

"Being a pastor, it's exciting to 
see the numbers of volunteers 
growing and making use of their 
spiritual gifts to meet these 

unprecedented needs," noted 
Dugger. "Christian church mem­
bers are willing to help serve 
God." 

The idea for the Hurricane 
Katrina shoe drive came from 
Dalton's friend from· the tsunami 
shoe drive, Wayne Elsey, Kodiak­
Terra Shoes, USA, president, 
who maintains residences in 
Orlando, Florida, and Old Hicko­
ry. He also owns a shoe ware­
house distribution center in 
White House. 

Elsey was one of the main 
driving forces behind the tsuna­

, mi shoe drive, which collected 
61,500 pairs from Grace Church 
and over 150,000 nationwide. 

What started last time as a 
tsunami mission project for 
Grace Church soon grew to a 
nationwide response through 
church e-mails, school drives, 
and media awareness. 

Dalton is serving as the 
national coordinator for the shoe 
drive. She approached the Grace 
Church staff with the idea of 

another shoe drive, and 
they also prayed about it. 

"It's such a blessing to 
be used as a stay-at-home 
mom and to touch the 
lives of my children," she 
said. 

"However, now I am 
able to touch other lives 
with the love of Christ 
and even the world. 

"'VVe already have over 
5,000 pairs of shoes given 
in the past two days since 
we opened t he drive. 
Over 300,000 pairs have 
been pledged from shoe 
companies. We are 
accepting new pairs and 
gently used pairs of 
shoes.'" 

More information on 
PASTOR ANDRE DUGGER and Joye/1 the shoe drive can be 
D3lton stand beside boxes upon boxes found on Grace Church's 
of shoes which have been donated for web site at www.gbc-
victims of Hurricane Katrina. Nashville.com 

-
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Crossover Clarlcsville planned prior to ·rae annual nteetJ 
- Continued from page 1 

Dennis Pulley, director of 
missions, Cumberland Baptist 
Association, based in 
Clarksville, said the event needs 
to receive a lot of support from 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion, but it must be association­
driven. He 
believes both 
factors will be 
true of Cross­
over Clarks­
ville. In fact, . 
associational 
support 
includes Stew­
art County 
Baptist Associ­

PULLEY 

ation and Robertson County 
Baptist Association. 

Crossover Clarksville came 
about iD. an unusual way. Mike 
Madewell, pastor of Little Hope 
Baptist Church, Clarksville, and 
evangelism director of the asso­
ciation, was attending the TBC 
annual meeting last year as 
usual. 

During. his morning quiet 

time, he said, "God just over­
whelmingly impressed on my 
heart that we needed to have a 
Crossover." 

Madewell. 
hadn't partici­
pated in a 
Crossover 
before. He 
doesn't usual­
ly attend SBC 
annual meet­
ings. But he MADEWELL 
knew of its suc:-
cess, he said. 

He is interested in "getting 
more people involved in king-, 
dom work." People come to the 
annual meeting "focused on,a lot 
of things and it's not kingdom 
work," he said. , 

Crossover gives people "an 
opportunity for really doing 
some hands-on ministry before· 
the convention starts," Madewell 
continued. Of course, the ulti­
mate goal is to see people "-come 
to know Christ," he stated . . 

Freeman, pastor, First Bap­
tist Church, Clarksville, which 

_Survey: Pastors think pastors ·sheuld 
stop movi.ng aro~nd to other churches 
Baptist Press 

NASIMLLE - Most minis­
ters take a job with a different 
churc4 for reasons · 'such as 
wanting to move to a different 
community; wanting~ to lead ~ 
larger church, and ·getting pro­
.moted to a higher position -
not simply because ·they . feel 
God calling them to a different 
church, according to a ·new 
study' conducted for Life Way 
Christian Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
In addition, one ·out of every 10 
clergy members has been fired 
at sometime during his career .. 

The study, which ·utilized ·a 
representative national sample 
of 872 Protestant church minis-, 

ters, explored the job situations 
of ministers in the 1 United 
States and showed that it's 
mor-e commop for a pastor to 
take a job at a different church 
because ]~e got a promotion 
than it is for ~ pastor to move to n 

a new church becaus.e he fe,els 
God's call or leading. 

Conducted .by Ellison 
Research · of Phoenix and pub­
lished in the September/Octo­
ber issue of LifeWay's Facts & 
Trends magazine, the survey 
revealed that the average 
American minister has held a 
paid job in min.Jstry for 19 years 
and has spent an avera,ge of 
15.6 of those years as a senior 
pastor of one or more churehe~. 
The average minister has been 
the senior pastor of his or her 
current church for 7.7 years. 

Ministers at larger churches 
tended to have a longer tenure 
- an average of 8.7 years in 
their current position, com­
pared to 7.2 years among small 
churches. 

The typical minister has 
been the senior pastor at three 

• 

different churches during :tps 
career. Thirty-one percent are in 
their first position as a senior 
pastor, ,24 <percent have p~s­
tored two churches, 16 percent 
have been with three churches 
and 29 percent ·ha¥e ' bee~ with_ 
four or more churches. · 

Among pastors w~o are part 
of a denomination, 19· percent 
are assigned to positions .by 
their denominatio:n. while 81 

' ' 
percent are free to choO'se their 
ow~ job. Denominational 
assigiunents are most prevalent 
within. the Methodist tradition, 
although not exclusive to 
Met:hodist churches. -

·Being assigned to jobs has a 
strong influence on haw long 
pastors stay in one position. The 
ayer~g~ length of time with 
their currelit church ~ 8.2 years 
among those who are free to , 
select their own job, bqt anly 4.9 

·years among those who are 
assigned to a church. 

Similarly, pastors wha are 
free to choose their own jobs 
have led an av:erage ~f 2. 7 
ch~ches over their c.areer, com­
pared to an aveFage of 4.1 
ehurches among those wha are 
assigned jobs - even though 
the length of time they have 
been in-the ministry did not dif­
fe:r between the twa graups .. 

Many clergy are concerned 
that pastors do not spend 
enough years at one church. 
Only 31 percent believe the 
average pastor in t)leir denomi­
nation stays as senior pastor of 
a church about the right 
amount of time. Thirty-three 
percent believe the average 
tenure is a little too short, and 
26 ·percent said it is much too 
short. Only one out of 10 minis­
ters believes pastors tend to 
stay at the same church for too 
many years. 0 

will be hosting the annual meet­
ing, agreed. Clarksville has 
150,000 residents, he said, with 
II;laDY new neighborhoods. 

"Dool'-to-door visitation in 
these new neighborhoods will 
help the churches reach our peo­
ple with the gospel. 

"The Saturday Crossover out­
reach before the convention 
each year can become a good 
traditi9n for each annual con­
vention as we :Fotate between 
the grand .. divisions of our state. 

Freeman continued, "Evange­
lism is part of our heart_ beat. 
The evangelism generated in 
Crossover will keep us focused 
in unity around the gteat pur­
poses of the Great Commission." 

Pulley said the steering com~ 
mittee has been meeting for 
.months and plans are being 
made. Crossover Clarksville will . 
include five venues: 

• International Festival 
· • Pr.ayerwalk/video tape dis­
tribution. 

• Servarit evangelism, which 
·will begin Nov.. 1 and include 

Correction 
In ·the Tennessee. Baptist 

Convention annu:d meeting 
materials which were pub,. 
lished I!ist week, a mistake 
was made. 

On "Canvention Annual 
Meeting Schedule," page 11, 
the :vice president is Rkfu.ard 
Wiil.1lae~ and, the · s.econd. V:i,ee 
president is. Clay Austin. Th.e 
two were mistakenly rev:.ersed . 

The Baptist and Reflectpr 
staff re~ets tfte..error.: 0 

winteri.zation ofpeople's homes. 
• Block party, whioh will:tar­

get military families. 
• Connect Rally on Sunday, 

Nov. 13, at Hilldale Baptist 
Church, Clarksville. The Con­
nect rallies have been held for 
youth by the TBC across the 
state and it will led by Kent 
Shingleton of the TBC staff. 

Pulley thanked area minis­
ters and volunteers fo.r agreeing 
to serve as leaders of C:Fossover 
and the TBC for agreeing to 
fund most of it along with send­
ing staff members to serve as 
workel"s. At this time, Larry 
G'i.lmore, Shingleton, Beverly 
Smothers, Don Pierson, and 
Mark Miller of the TBC staff are 
helping plan Crossover. 

Pulley especially thanked 
James Porch, TBC executive 
director~ for allowing such sup­
port and involvement. 

Gilmore, director of evangel~ 
ism for the TB.C, said the local 
'committee led by Madewell and 
· PulJey "has done an excellent job 
in their l"esearch 'and prepa.ra-

tion. They in\•estifE 
Crossover efforts of ot 
conventions and havE 
from the successes and 
of others. 

"I believe that ( 
Clarksville will be a • 
kickoff to our state ec 
this year and wm set t • 
dent for future statE :~ 
tiona in highlighting 
mon purpose of eyangt J 

"Not only wtn ( 8 
impact the ClarksvillE 
area as Tennessee Ba~ • 
ticipate, ·but it itill .. 
great on-the-job tra: 
Tennessee Baptists as 
ently share the gospel ..,. 
searching folks of Mo e 
County," said Gllmore. 

"Tennessee Baptisu ! 
hands and hearts in E a 
impact the Clarksville 
the gospel. This is wb 
all about!" he declared 

Madewell is optim =. 
looking real good fox 
now. It's a big go no'\11 • 
eluded. 0 

Allopt a cllurcll .in New Orleans 
enc~uragecl •y 1'8C preslclent 
For Baptist and Reflector 

' . . ~ 

·CLARKSVILLE _- Roger Freeman, TBC presiden1 

mer pastor of First :s·aptist Church, New Orleans, La. 
aping an adopt-a-church program in response to Hurri 
rina far the Baptist Associatian of GreateT New 
FT.eeman is pastar, Firf t Ba:~?.tist Ch_;uch, C)arksvi~le. 

More· informatian on the pregr.am can be obtam'iA 
McKe-ever, ~ector of missionl, at joe@joemckeever.col 
list@joe~e~eever.com. Freeman asked that e-mail com 
to the progpam copy him at roger@fbct.org. 0 
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. Biblle,al SoltuidnSJor Lift 

• 15 })assenger buses (no C:Dl requir.ed) · • Rental buses 
• Over 80 new & used.bu.ses in stock • Trade-ins welcome 
• Van replacement vehicles • 1 S to 46 passenger uu::~•• 

.... 

15 PassengefS ~8-29 Passengers 

• 

• 
30-34 Passe·ngers 37- 46 Passengers 

Monthly Specials 
Stock No. 
2Sl35 
25044 
25191 
25249 
25087 
253101 

Year 
2005 
2006 
2005 
2005 
2005 
2001 

Buses are 
provided for 
UfeWayby 

Make 
Ford/Starcraft 
IHC/EIDorado-DieseJ 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford/Starcraft 
Ford / ElDorado 
Ford/Turt~etop 

Capacity 
15 
34 wt"R~movable Row 
2 5 w.} Rear luggage 
26 
15 w 1 Rear Luggage 
25 

Price 
$40)970 
sga,i49 
S57,210 
S47,960 

- Hi,819 
B9.999 

~------------------------------
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iner g~_ins unanimous vote as LifeWay preside"nt-elect 
s Rankin · Theological Seminary. He em Baptist Convention is . a 

~HVILLE - Trustees of 
.. ay Christian Resources 
mousJy approved the 

w.·-· on of Thorn s. Rainer to 
e the ninth president of 

.. outhern Baptist entity 
l2. 

president-elect, Rainer 
ri~ IIE~gu.'l. working alongside 

President James T. 
..... -. :+ Jr. Qct. 17 until Drap­

ltirenieht Feb. 1, 2006. 
is is a great day for all 

~illt<l ern Baptists and for Life­
· hristian Resources," said 
::vans, pastor of Dalraida 

~~ .-t Church in Mont­
' Ala., and chairman of 
LifeWay presidential 
committee. 
Rainer will provide the 
f leader ship that will 
us to be the leading pro­
of Christian materials 

served as pastor of churches in denomination of fierce love for 
Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, miSSions and evangelism," 
and Indiana prior to joining Rainer said. "'.As we work with 
Southern in 1994 as founding other agencies, churches, and 
dean of the Billy Graham Christians across the globe, 
SchooL Life Way must be at the fore­

Rainer has served as a front of a great renewal for 
church consultant and church evangelism in our denomina­
growth conference speaker for tion and beyond." 
several years and is in frequent • Denominational memory, 
demand as a speaker in South- or "that which defines who we 
em Baptist churches. He is the are as a people called Southern 
author of 16 books, including Baptists ... Doctrine is not a 
Surprising Insights from the word from which we should 
Unchurched, The Unchurched hide," he said. 
Next Door, al).d Breakout • Relevancy. LifeWay must 
Churches. He is a member of understand the culture and 
both the Academy for Evange- help the church connect in a 
lism in Theological Education relevant way for the purpose of 
and the American Society for evangelism. 
Church Growth. Rainer also expressed 

Rainer also is founder, presi- admiration for Drapees lead­
dent, and CEO of The Rainer ership. lp assuming the presi­
Group, one of the nation's lead- dency of Life Way, Rainer said 
ing church and denominational he stands "on the shoulders of 
consultant organizations. giants" who made Life Way 

He and his wife, Nellie Jo, what it is today. 0 

THOM RAINER, president-elect of Life Way Christian Resources, 
speaks to trustees following his election on Sept. 12.-Photo by 
Kent Harville 

• 

us to come. His theologi­
d doctrinal positions are 

ous with who we are 
them Baptists. He is a 

have three sons: Sam,Acrt,and 
Jess. 

Draper said he is "incredibly 
excited to have a man of Thorn 
Rainer's gifts and vision to 
work alongside in the months 
ahead. He is a proven leader, a 
brilliant statesman and a gift­
ed visionary. That's why I 
believe LifeWay's best days are 

LifeWay to give $6 111illion to relief efforts 
who possesses the 

i:i1 ~<>both communicate and 
U ster _the goals of Life­

~t . ~ 

~.,r ner, 5o, is dean of the 
~ if G raham School of Mis­
;OQ~~vangelism, and Church 
.,,..--(h at Southern Baptist 
~ ~gical Seminary in 
'~·IC>. ~lle, Ky. A 1977 graduate 
Jm- ~University of Alabama, 

1 & a master of divinity 
lOIIIl·a .l.J. at Southern Baptist 

still ~ead." 
Responding to the trustees, 

Rainer spoke of the passions 
that will drive his leadership at 
Life Way: 

• Evangelism. "The South-

By Rob Phillips 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Trustees of 
Life Way Christian Resources 
authorized the company's exec­
utive leadership to utilize $6 
million in reserve funds to 
assist Southem Baptist Disas­
ter Relief efforts in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Life Way President James T. 
Draper Jr .. recommended the 

action to the trustees' executive 
committee, which brought the 
matter before the full board of 
trustees Sept. 12. The vote was 

0 

unaru.mous. 
The funding will begin 

immediately and continue 
throughout the 2006 fiscal 
year, which runs from Oct. 1, 
2005, through Sept. 30, 2006. 

"We will disperse these 
funds based on specific identi­
fied needs," Draper noted. "The 
expectation is that assistance 
will go to the state conventions 
in Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Alabama, to states assisting in 
handling evacuees, and possi­
bly to the North American Mis­
sion Board and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary." 

An estimated 925 Southern 
Baptist churches in the three 
states were destroyed or 
severely damaged. The North 
American Mission Board is 
coordinating the SBC's relief 
efforts across the region. More 
than 5,000 volunteers are on 
site, feeding the hungry and 
working with other relief 
groups to provide housing and 
other basic needs. 

Immediately after Hurri­
cane Katrina struck the Gulf 
Coast in the worst natural dis­
aster in U.S. history, LifeWay, 
an entity of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, donated 

Mission Trips to Mexico 
Are you or your church wanting to 
take your group on a hfe chang,ng 
miss,ons trip to Mexico? Upon 
This Rock ln1emational 1s provid­
ing opportunities tor your dlurcl' 
youth group. or famtly to experi­
ence mlSSIOOS first hand by being 
invotved on the mtss!Of' ftelds of 
Mexico and beyond' 

www.utri.org 
Email: office@utTI.org 

(411) 894 4316, Clay Of' Angle 

$10,000 each to th e Baptist 
state conventio!lS of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama. 

The Nashville-based non-
profit organization continues to 
work directly with scores of 
churches in the three states to 
restore damaged libraries at 
deep discounts and to replace 
at no cost any dated Life Way 
curriculum lost in the storm. 

"We're partners in ministry 
with the state conventions of 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Alabama, but even more impor­
tant, we're their friends," Drap­
er said. "When their churches 
hurt, we hurt, and with these 
donations we simply wanted to 
provide a tangible sign that we 
are praying for them and 
standing beside them." 

In addition to contributions 
to state conventions, Life Way 
for years has provided disaster 
assistance to Southern Baptist 
churches impacted by natural 
disasters, fires, theft, and van­
dalism. For affected churches, 
LifeWay replaces 100 percent 
of the churches' dated Life Way 
church literature for the cur­
rent quarter and the following 
quarter. The company also 
offers steep discounts for Life­
Way undated church literature 
such as hymnals as well as 
Broadman & Holman books 
and audiovisual~:;, Holman 
Christian Standdrd Bibles. 
choir robes, Lords Supper oup­
plies, church furniture. and 
more. 

-our goal is to help churches 
continue to minister piritualJy 
to their congregations while 
they get back on their feet after 
a disaster,"' said Mike Arring­
ton, vice presrdent of the corpo­
rate affair;, dh·i3ion, which 
administers the company'- dis­
aster relief program. 
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SBC CP overage 
of $Tm targeted 
for relief efforts 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - A potential 
boost of $7 mi1Jion for hurricane 
relief efforts could come from 
the strength of Southern Bap­
tists' Cooperative Program. 

Morris H. Chapman, presi­
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Executive Com­
mittee, announced Sept. 12 a 
recommendation to redirect 
beyond-the-budget SBC receipts 
to relief efforts in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

The Southern Baptist Con­
vention's 43,000 churches met 
the Cooperative Program Alloca­
tion Budget for 2004-05 on Sept. 
12, providing the needed base of 
funding for the International 
Mission Board, North American 
Mission Board, the six SBC sem­
inaries, the Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, and other 
SBC operations. 

Chapman said he will recom­
mend that all Cooperative Pro­
gram gifts between Sept. 12 and 
the end of the SBC's fiscal year, 
Sept. 30, go directly to disaster 
relief- a recommendation to be 
placed on the agenda for the 
Executive Commjttee's Sept. 19-
20 meeting here. . 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-8~251-0679 

www.fiberglasschurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATIANOOGA, TN 37415 

. ' 

The receipts will be put to 
work in three ways: 50 percent 
for New Orleans Baptist Theo­
logic.al Seminary, which suffered 
extensive damage from the hur­
ricane and subsequent flooding 
in the city; 25 percent for the 
North Amerioan Mission Board, 
which coordinates SBC Disaster 
Relief efforts nationwide; and 25 
percent for relief ministry by the 
state Baptist conventions in 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Alabama, distributed propor-

"Because Southern Baptists 
have given faitlrlUlly ~ugh 
the Cooperative Program since 
1925, and especially this year, 
we are able to take the extraor­
dinary step of recommending 
that all CP monies oversub­
scribed to the CP Allocation 
Budget between now and Dec. 
31 go directly for disaster relief," 
Chapman said. r::J 

SBC offers service 
tionally to their needs. to connect 

A potential $7 million could 
be distributed, Chapman said. Katrina survivors 

"Hurricane Katrina is the 
most devastating natural catas- Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - The South-
trophe ever to hit the United 
States," Chapman said, noting: 
"To the degree of its chaos, ern Baptist Convention is offer-
destruction, and displacement, ing a free onHne service to aid 
it may not happen again in our those displaced by Hurricane 
lifetimes. And because of the Katrina to reconnect with their 
Cooperative Program, Sout'4ern family and friends. 
Baptists have been . able to The Survivor Information 
respond swiftly and generously." Database, at www.SBC.net, is 

The initiative, Chapman available for those searching for 
noted, was discussed in a confer- persons displaced by the h~­
ence call with the ·presidents of cane and for those who were dis­
the SBC's 11 entities and the .. ·placed to alert family and friends 
SBC . auxiliary Woman's· Mis­
sionary Union. These leaders 
enthusiastically embraced the 
initiative, which will, be no small 
sacrifice for those entities sup- · 
ported oy the Cooperative Pro-
gram. 

Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Fall Special 

2 night weekend, $140.00; 4 week­
nights, $200.00 Efficiency Unit 

(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good 9-6 thru 1D-31 
(205) 556-0368 or (205) · 554-~ 524. 

as to their condition and location. 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age _ $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11.08 $13.39 
35 $11 .35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-8oo-583-o970, 9-9 Mon.-sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
illustrated above.--Eiease call for other 
ages and Female rates. 

Our products are 

rrao\etot> 

Q\ass~ate 

Dist>osao\eS 

toward meeting the needs 
of churches. 

EQUiPMENT, 
DISPOSABLES 

& APPAREL 

• Great Pricing! . 
\(itcnen Sl.~s • All prices in catalog 

Ligntin~ 
Janitonal 

• Free shippi 
• lte1111 ·in 
• 1·3 clay -delivery 
• Orcler 24·hours 

a clay! 

TOLL FREE FAX 877•774·6462 
PLEASE PASS THIS PHONE NUMBER ALONG TO THE PERSON 

WHO ORDERS YOUR KITCHEN EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES. 
MMS Sales, LLC • Affiliate of M•rdock Moadols••• Co., lac 

P. 0. Box 78128 • .....,._lie, 'IN 37207 

• 
national news 

The service should be a good 
means of rommunication, 
according to Chris Chapman, 
director of information systems 
for the Southern Baptist Con­
vention Executive Committee 
and manager of the web site. 

"All of the information in the 
database is available to the pub­
lic, so people using the Survivor 
Informat ion Database should 

' 

only include phone Dl 

mail or personal in 
that they want publi 
said. "But, we know th 
number of people are 
for their loved onee, 
Southern Baptista l 

families and friends, 
resource might help tb 
nect with each other.• 

'---------~~-~ ~_a_rtn~_®____J]I ~--~Oj\-~ ~-~--~ 
- · MINISTRY~ Mt 

MINISTRY- PASTOR 
McMinnville First Baptist Church 
is seeking a visionary, purpose 
driven individual with a heart for 
church growth, evangelism, mis­
sions, and outreach to serve as 
our pastor. FBC is a well estab­
lished SBC church with an aver­
age Sunday morning attendance 
of 350. Qualified candidates 
must have a seminary degree 
with a minimum of 5 years expe­
rience. Send resLJmes to fbcre­
sumes@yahoo.com by Oct. 1. 

•• •!• + (• •!+ 
First Baptist Church, Rogersville, 
Ala. , is seeking a full-time pastor. 
If you feel God leading you to 
send your resume, please send 
to Pastor Search Committee, 
222 CoiiElge St. , Rogersville, AL 
35652 or e-mail to esmma­
son@ netzero.net. . ~ .. . .•. ·~ .... .. 
First Baptist Church, Monterey, 
Tenn., is now accepting resumes 
for a · full-time pastor position. 
Please send resumes to Mon­
terey First Baptist Church, 1 Q8. 

North Chestnut St. , Monterey, - . 
TN 38674. Post to the atten'tion 
of Sonny Gilpatrick .. -.•..•...• ~. . 

~ . . . 
Ramer Baptist Church in Ramer, 
Tenn., is now accepting resumes 
tar- a full-time pastor position. 
Please e-mail resume to joey­
maness1 @yahoo:com or mail to 
Joey Maness, 333 Mulberry 
Ave., Selmer, TN 38375. 

Bethel Baptist Church in Green­
field, Tenn., is now accepting 
resumes until 9-30-05 for a full­
time pastor: Please send resume 
to Bethel Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 135, Greenfield, TN 38230. 

/ +--+ + + 
Resumes being accepted for 
ser:tior pastor. First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 687, Union 
City, TN 38281. 

·:.+++ 
First Baptist Church, Celina, 
Tenn., is accepting resumes for 
Jhe position of. full-time pastor. 
Please send resume to Celina 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
690, Celina, TN 38551 , Attn. 
Pastor Search Committee. 

MINISTRY- EDUCATION 
Seeking adult education minis­
ter. Florence Baptist Church is 
located in the fastest growing 
county in Kentucky. We are in the 
process of relocating to 67 
acres. Run 800+ in worship. 
Looking for energetic person to 
build the adult ministries of our 
church. Please send resumes to 
penny.romes@florencechurch.org. 

First Baptist Church I 
renn., is now ac<'lp~n 
tions for a bivocaltom 
of music. Please send 
First Baptist Church, 
54, linden, TN 37096. 
tions you may contact 
at (931) 589-2227. 

•••• 
First Baptist Church 
sonville is currently 
bivocational minister c 
lead a growing dynam 
gation in worship. ~e~•a, . 

more informatian, (t 
7675. 

• ••• 
FBC Alamo, Tenn., 
part-time minister of 
mail dmgauldin @cn 
com or Music Comn 
W. Church St., AI 
38001. 

• ••• 
Large St. Louis arec 
driven church seeks 
contemporary_. wor• 
minister. E-mail 
randy@ feefeebc.org 
Music/Worship Minlst 
Committee, Fee Fe 
Church, 11330 St. Ch 
Rd., Bridgeton, MO 6; 

MINISTRY - ST\ 
New Union Baptist 
seeking a full-time rl 
7th-college age. Se 
to srwalker7@ netzi 
4060 Double S Rd., I 
37321 . 

Immanuel Baptist C 
full-time youth/outr~ 
- degree, 2 ye~us 
married. Family-orier 
ing church. Please SE 
to 709 E. Gaines, w 
TN 38464, Attn. Vol 
Committee. 

•••• 
Seeking a full-time 
students and outreac 
pose driven church 
suburban Saint Lot 
Must have a passlo 
ministry aftd reachlr 
for Christ. College ' 
ferred. Please ser 
and/or recommendlt 
ister of Students Sf 
mittee, c/o Fee J 
Church, 11330 SJIJ 
Rock Rd., Bridgetofl. 

MINISTRY-( 
Organist needed: F1 
ville, is currently ' 
organist for two Sin 
services. If ,,._ 
contact Sean Go:H 
of Music, at (931) 47 
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Supremacy of God in Preaching 
By John Piper 

fevised edition, Baker Books, 2004 

d, th~ days are coming~ declares the Lord God, 
vill Hend a famine on the land - not a famiM 
nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words 

... n•cJ ,rd <Amos 8:11). Sadly, this passage describes 
!1..-.:l.n~ situation in many Southern Baptist 

nr-L.n~ ~.A crisis exists because many preachers have 
~from . their divinely given task of preaching 
. Even among those who hold to the inspira­
infallibility of Scripture, true preaching is 

is because ·preachers either preach other 
at the Bible says, or preach the Bible in a cold, 
~ss manner. If the church is to be healthy, it 
urn to the centrality of preaching in Christian 
John Piper has done pastors and the church 
le a great service by addressing these issues 

"""1....-.;:;.~ · pk The Supremacy of God in Preaching. 

1/1, 

goes into great detail describing the proper 
in which the preacher should preach. In it, 
'ts forth that the act of preaching should be 
:h a sense of the gravity of the task. Much 
g today is done in a nonchalant and flippant 
filled with jokes and stories intended to enter­
result is that the pastor, even if he is commu­
iblical truth, sends the message that what 

ng is of no great importance. Preachers stand 
people of God and proclaim the Word of God 
· er reminds preachers of this in order that 
t feel the weight of their office. On the other 
e makes clear from Hebrews 13:17, a joyless 

is of no advantage to the people. The way in 
........ r interweaves these two themes is helpful 

convicts those who fall into either error 
before their view a biblical view of preach­

book is both deeply theological and also 
· After reading the book, the careful 

--.......-- likely experience conviction over sin and 
a renewed resolve to preach. 

-:imary test for the usefulness of any book on 
is whether or not it is biblical, and in this 

m~~· emacy of God in Preaching excels. Biblical 
1 uate the pages of the book. Piper takes pages 

e certain passages which are pertinent to the 
lq'rel!lching. Piper is modeling what he himself 
tr~trE~ac.heJ:s to do- to fill their sermons with the 

~aching, if it is to be done well, must be filled 
3ible. The congregation should be expected to 
;r Bibles open as the preacher pr~aches, fol­
ng as he exegetes the text and makes appro­

plication. The most important thing about 
r is that it be biblical, that is, that the preach­
,E same thing that the Bible says. Piper does 
rive this point home. If the principles con­
his book were honestly applied, the church of 
d once again be privileged to hear the Word 

- Crawford, a graduate of Union University, 
1s a student at Southern Baptist Theological 
louisville, Ky. 

J Offering for Tennessee Missions 
Stste Goal: $1,630,000 

live to please God 
By Mark Brown 

Focal Pa8sage: I Thessalonians 
4:1-12 

It's all about context! Life, that is. 
To really understand an idea, con­
cept, rule of grammar, algebraic 
equation, or even a fashion tip, one 
needs to understand its context, that 
is, how it came to be and why it mat­
ters. I hear that white should not be 
worn after Labor Day, but I don't . 
know why; so I really don't care. Not 
knowing and not caring are the first 
and second steps to things no longer 
being of consequence. 

Today's passage selection repre­
sents almost 20 percent of the 
entire book. The chapter opens with 
an admonition to strive harder to 
do more to please God. The third 
sentence then jumps to the subject 
of sexual immorality. It seems 
rather random, doesn't it? You've 
sat down to read. your Sunday 
School lesson taken from Paul's 
first letter (that we know of) to still 
relatively new believers at the lead­
.ing city in Macedonia and the third 
sentence of the passage says to 
mind how one possesses "his own 
vessel in sanctification and honor." 

Now consider the reaction of the 
tJrst people to read the letter, 
remembering _of course that they 
didn't start with the fourth chapter. 
In fact they didn't have chapters or 
verses; they had a letter written in 
the standard form of their day. 
Therefore, they read it in context. 
(Given that it's no longer than a 
substantive magazine article, it 

may be helpful to encourage class 
members to read the entire letter 
before class Sunday morning.) 

By the time Paul broached the 
subject of Christian integrity as 
relates to sexual matters, he had 
covered a wealth of material. He 
opened with remembrance, grati· 
tude, and compliments (chapter 1), 
moved to the history of the relation­
ship he, Silas, and Timothy estab­
lished with those who would listen 
to God's message (chapter 2), and 
noted that Timothy has reported 
their continued faithfulness to the 
gospel (chapter 3 ). Only then is he 
ready to get to the reason he wrote 
the letter. Had he started his mes­
sage with the materia] in the fourth 
chapter, it may have been too 
strong. He gave them reason to be 
interested; he gave them context. 

As Christians,., we have the ulti­
mate context of what God has said. 
In Leviticus He told His people, 'The 
LORD said to Moses, Speak to the 
entire assembly of Israel and say to 
them: Be holy because I, the LORD 
your God1 am holy (Leviticus 19:1· 
2). It's also quoted in I Peter 1; 16. It 
seems to suggest that being holy is 
something of a mandatory choice. 

How can a choice be mandatory? 
Well, humans have the choice to. be 
people of God. But, if we have cho­
sen to be His people, then we have 
no choice but to live to be holy 
because He is holy. 

The new Christians at Thes­
salonica had chosen to follow 
Christ and therefore be people of 
God. They had inooll>orated Chris-

Do you need the gospel? 
By Kevin Shrum 

Focal Passage: Romans 3:1-20 
Paul summarized in 2:25-29 the 

true nature of the believer - name­
ly, a true believer is one who has 
placed their trust in Christ alone 
and wh't>se heart has been circum­
cised by the Spirit of God. The 
question arises, then, concerning 
the role of the Jew in relation to 
the gospel. Is there any ~dvantage 
in being a Jew? This leads to the 
next question - who needs the 
gospel at all? Paul's spiritual logic 
is essential in understanding the 
nature of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
The advantage of being a Jew, 

vv. 1, 2 
The singular advantage in 

being a Jew is that God chose to 
use this people group as the con­
duit through which t~ reveal Him­
self in specific ways, i.e. the Old 
Testament Scriptures, the 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 
being the ultimate revelation of 
GQd, etc. Paul writes that they 
were ~entrusted v.;.th the spoken 
words of God." 

Is there extra advantage in 
being a Jew? vv. 3-8 

The answer is NO! Just because 
the Jews had been entrusted with 
God's Word did not mean that they 
would be reconciled to God in a dif­
ferent manner than the Gentile. In 
fact. the Je,vs had often rejected 
God, \"iewed especially in their 
rejection of Jesus as the Messiah. 

But if the Jews rejected Jesus does 
this not prove God's inability to 
accomplish His redemptive goals? 
NO! God's judgment is true and 
every person is sinful. God's plan is 
not thwarted by the disobedience 
of His own people (see chapter 9). 

All are sinners! vv. 9-19 
Paul quotes a series of Old Tes­

tament references to demonstrate 
that all are sinners - both Jew and 
Gentile. This is why Paul can write 
in verse 9 that "all are un1ier sin." 
The Gentiles are sinners apart 
from the Law because they do not 
have a clear conscience and the 
Jews are sinners under the Law 
because they have not obeyed the 
Law. So, with and without the Law, 
both Jew and Gentile are sinners. 

How are sinners redeemed? 
vv. 20-26 

In what may be the most signif­
icant section in the entire book of 
Romans. Paul lays out God's plan 
of redemption in verses 21-26. God 
has a righteousness that is apart 
from the Law, a righteousness that 
was affirmed by the '"Law and the 
Prophets" (v. 21). In brief. right­
eousness can be defined as a right 
standing before God that is impos~ 
sible apart from the grace and 
mercy of God. God's righteousne:,s 
is '"through faith in Jesus Chri:;t,. 
{v. 22). A right standing before God 
is needed becall:"e all are sinner:, 
(v. 23 •. 

Furi:her. God's righteousne s 
comes about 83 we are "justified 
freely by His grace through the 

SundGy S<hool-i son 
Family Bi&le Series 

Sept. 25 

tianity into their lifestyle but they 
apparently kept remnants of their 
previous lives, including some sort 
of sexual liberties . 

Paul's call for sexual purity is 
astute. If we who call ourselves peo­
ple of God will apply the idea of 
holiness to our very personal -
even intimate - behavior, thon 
making the application to our more 
public behavior should hopefully 
not be as difficult. 

I have a friend who moved to the 
South from another part of the 
country several years ago. I once 
asked her what she thought was 
the single greatest societal differ­
ence she encountered. Her reply 
was almost immediate. "Christi­
anity," she said. "In the South, 
everybody calls themselves Christ­
ian. It's like you're expected to say 
it, but you're not expected to live it 
really. Where I come from, the peo­
ple who call themselves Christian 
really are. It's like they work at it." 

Without delving into the kettle 
of fish called works theology, I 
think my friend is onto something 
important. God calls us to be like 
Him, and, since I know me, I expect 
to have to work at it. 0 - Brown is 
director of news and information at 
Carson-Newman College and a 
member of of First Baptist Church, 
Jefferson City. 

Sunday School Lesson 
· Explore the Bible 

Sept .. 25 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus" 
(v. 24). Jesus is the offering of 
atonement for sin (v. 25). In Jesus 
Christ, God not only punished sin 
by punishing the Son, but liberat­
ed the sinner by raising the Son 
from the dead (v. 26). 

All boasting disallowed! 
vv. 27-31 

As a consequence, both Jew and 
Gentile cannot boast (v. 27). The 
Jew cannot boast because salva­
tion is not by the Law. The Gentile 
cannot boast because salvation is 
not by natural ability. Neither is 
saved because apart from Christ 
the Jew and the Gentile are not 
redeemed- salvation is only by the 
"law of faith." Paul's conclusion is 
that all men are "justified by faith 
apart from works of law" (v. 28). 
This truth reminds us of the fact 
that God is the God of both J ew 
and Gentile (v. 29). Both the cir· 
cumcised and uncircumcised are 
justified by faith (v. 30). This fact 
doe3 not cancel the Law. Rather, 
God's righteousne~s uphold5 lhe 
Law because 1) it establi.5hes God's 
rigbteou.s demands, and 2) it 
reveals the sinfWness of man due 
to his inability to keep the Law ( v. 
31 Our boa" i .. in the Lord! '..J ­

Shrum is pasfJr of Inglewood Sap .s: 
Church. Nashv1 le 
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THIS YACHT, swept ashore by Hurricane Katrina, found a new resting 
place on the roadside in Slidell. 

WAYNE ELLIS and Tina Coleman of Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordo­
va, move cambros to be loaded with hot meals in Long Beach, ·Miss. 

RALPH JONES of Candies Creek Baptist Church, Charleston, oper­
ates a fork lift on site in Long Beach, Miss. 

rennessee Baptists minister in 
Louisiana and Mississippi 

RESIDENTS in Slidell, La., go through a feeding line manned by disaster relief volunteers from Ti 
and other states. 

SLIDELL, LA., residents flocked to this site at Grace Memorial Baptist Church where 
Baptist Disaster Relief workers were on hand to minister. 

THE SIGN indicates home own­
ers in Slidell are serious about 
protecting their property. 

-- I! 
FRANK LOUDERIII 
Baptist Church, He 
does laundry in the 
which was stationed 

A TEAM FROM POLK COUNTY, from left, counterclockwise, Eddie Sloan, Bruce Rymer, Ray Wilson, and 
Vicki Campbell, prepare food at Grace Memorial Baptist Church in Slidell. La. Sloan, Rymer, and Wilson are 
members of Zion Baptist Church, Benton. 

STEVE WEBB of Ce 
Church, Jackson, ch • 
of the generators or. 
Beach, Miss. 


