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this DR volunteers aid both Katrina, Rita victims

tin pastor notes bap-
s result from soul-win-
efforts grounded in

g »ture. — Page 2

4 1er Nashville pastor
“helps Slidell, La., con-
‘ation pick up the pieces
Katrina. — Pagé 3

=~ Executive Committee

-] 1ses Lebanon pastor for

. :lenaﬁﬁnational posi-
{— Page 3
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gwen through the

.‘; Eeraﬁve Program after
months in the current
1 years. — Pages 7-15

e Davis Bushey
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- XVILLE — Physlman
; tockton has treated peo-
%] seas 1n 12 countries over
L'l 20 years. Last year he
@l three weeks helping

| wvictims 1n Southeast

m
s

ol hen Hurricane Katrina
Stockton knew there was
ency to it.” He helped
- victims just 10 days
» tsunami struck.

Eatnna disaster was in
'+ country. It was here.
11ese are our folks” he

m—_l '--v—-r—mw [ o -
t ! -.:T- e g

ton, a member of Cen-
|otist Church, Bearden,
= e, led medical care to

1 bout 100 patients a day
t days. He would have
wre except for a 6 p.m.
| curfew. He served in a
| #1:1 health clinic sent by

am aptists from San Anto-

I first couple of days were
bt !ltEIl.SE, said Stockton.
“li aw folks who had been
2.l their medicine for dia-

oxville physician leads

=1 wvictims in Biloxi, Miss.,

SULPHUR, La. — It might be hard to
convince residents here and in nearby Lake
Charles that Hurricane Rita did not pack
the same wallop as Katrina did about four
weeks ago.

“It's bad here,” acknowledged David
Acres, Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief
director.

While some communities along the
Texas-Louisiana border were nearly wiped
out, overall Hurricane Rita did not wreak
the degree of havoc authorities had feared
along the already-devastated Gulf Coast
region Sept. 24.

The Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief
state feeding unit, which waited out the
storm in Baton Rouge over the weekend,
was sent on Sunday to Maplewood First
Baptist Church here, Acres said. Another
16 or so Tennessee Baptists have been dis-
patched to Covington, La., to operate a Red
Cross kitchen there, he added.

Acres reported that two days after the

storm hit over the weekend, trees and

limbs still make driving difficult in many
areas. A recovery team from First Baptist
Church, Lenoir City, was on site Monday in
Sulphur and additional recovery teams
will be needed.

As of Monday (Sept. 26), Tennessee Bap-
tist Disaster Relief recovery teams -from

betes, heart problems, and high
blood pressure for three or four
days. He soon ran out of the lim-
ited medications he hurriedly
brought with him. Stockton said
those without their meds were
in serious danger. “You could
supply the basic needs, but
couldn’t really treat them.”

He also tried to treat people
who had injuries and cuts
requiring bandaging, tetanus.
shots, and antibiotics for “nasty”
infections. But he soon ran out
of supplies for these injuries.

The mobile clinic and Stock-
ton began operating on Satur-
day, Sept. 3 at First Baptist
Church, Biloxi. Several nurses
and social workers came with
the clinic from San Antonio. Ini-

suicide.

tially, he was the only doctor. After only a few
The people hours of treating A
“They were so appreciative patients, Stockton :

als that “they were
going to get better”
and that there was
“hope and their faith
was going to carry
them through.” He
remembers praying
with one patient near

Receiving much
needed help
Stockton brought

some medicine and
bandages he had at
his home and his
office with him. Stock-
ton, whose speciality
is family medicine,
has a practice and
teaches at University
Hospital, Knoxville.

The state feeding unit began operation
on Monday and could feed up to 10,000
meals or mere a day, Acres predicted.

Tennessee Baptist volunteers prepared
more than 200,000 meals for victims of
Hurricane Katrina.

Electricity is out in the area and it may
be days before it is operational again, Acres
said. A lack of electricity
could mean meals will be
needed for several days.

Acres said feeding lines
will be in operation at the
church. Volunteers will also
deliver hot meals to senior
adults unable to come to the
church.

Acres stressed that TBC
volunteers will be working to
help victims of both Katrina and Rita
although “Rita (victims) is the top priority
today (Monday) as we get up the feeding
unit and running.”

According to the North American Mis-
sion Board, Southern Baptist Disaster
Relief volunteers have been asked by the
American Red Cross to be prepared to
serve about 400,000 meals a day to victims
of Hurricane Rita.

As estimated 6,000 Southern Baptist
Disaster Relief volunteers from 38 state

DISASTER RELIEF

TENNESSEE

| : B -

W&Ek 5 By L?nnle Wilkey throughout the state were serving in Biloxi conventions have served in Louisiana, Mis- %

- : Baptist and Reflector and Gulfport, Miss., and in Bogalusa and sissippi, Alabama, Georgia, and Texas fol- 3
news Slidell, La. lowing Katrina and Rita. A total of 260

SBC mobile disaster relief units have been
utilized so far, including 56 mobile
kitchens, 32 shower units, 36 recovery
units and 22 chain saw units have been
deployed to affected areas.

As of Sept. 26, 198 units were still on
site and a record of more than 4.8 million
meals had been prepared by Southern Bap-
tist relief workers.

In addition to disaster
relief efforts in Louisiana and
Mississippi, the Madison-
Chester, Crockett Association
feeding unit is still serving
meals to evacuees from Hur-
ricane Katrina at the Red
Cross Shelter in Franklin.

Only trained disaster relief
volunteers are being sent into
affected areas. Trained volunteers interested
in going to the Gulf Coast can call Tennessee
Baptist Disaster Relief at (615) 371-2007.

Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief is

accepting donations to help serve victims of
both hurricanes. Donations may be sent to:

Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief, Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention, P. O. Box 728,
Brentwood, TN 37024.

Please designate checks for 2005 Hurri-
cane Relief Fund. & — This article includes

reporting by Marcia Knox and Baptist Press.
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we were there.” The patients he
treated were “apologetic” and
“didn't want much,” he

described. “You almost had to
make them accept treatment.”

He heard people’s stories as

he treated them. “It was sad,” he
said. “Our team would often tear
up setting there with them.”

He was able to tell individu-

realized he mneeded
medicine. He called
Dewey Dunn, gastro-
enterologist of Nash-
ville and former president of the
Baptist Medical Dental Fellow-

‘ship. Dunn agreed to help. Stock-

ton’s wife, Lisa, also aware of the
situation, made an announce-
ment through the church for help.

Within less than 24 hours,
medicine and supplies started
arriving. Teresa Clark Fowler,
physician of Atlanta, Ga.,
BMDF president, and her hus-
band, Michael, arranged for the
National Guard to fly medicine

*

and

DAVID STOCKTON, rfght phys:cfan of Knoxville, tafks fo nurses he worked
with at the mobile health clinic provided by Baptists at First Baptist Church,
- Biloxi, Miss.

to Stockton. Members of Central
Church, Bearden, Alan Guy, a
former hospital administrator,
and Barry Robertson, a pilot,
collected and flew in medicine
on Labor Day.

— See Knoxville, page 3
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Says Gallatin pastor

national / state news

Baptisms result from efforts rooted in Scriptu

By Mark Kelly
Baptist Press

GALLATIN Although
more than 10,000 Southern
Baptist churches didn’t baptize
a single person last year, there’s
no real secret to seeing new
believers stir the waters of the
baptistery, says a pastor who
baptized 29 on a recent Sunday
evening.

When people have “experi-
enced the power of the gospel
personally ... they want to share
that with others,” said Jeff
LaBorg of College Heights Bap-
tist Church here.

New believers, he noted, are
the fruit of soul-winning by
church members who “love the
Word of God and have been
taught by exposition and exam-
ple from their leaders that soul-
winning is a requirement and
not an elective.”

College Heights members
“love everybody that comes
through the door, regardless of
appearance, affluence, or eco-
nomic status,” the pastor said.
“On Sunday, they flood the altar
with tears and intercession, and
then they go out and pursue the
very ones they have been pray-
ing for. They are bold about
sharing their own testimonies of
how Christ changed their lives.”

For example, church mem-
bers recently discovered a fami-
ly who had moved to the area to
work in the booming construc-
tion industry, but heavy rains
had delayed the work. They had
spent all their resources and
were living in a tent in a local
campground, The church family
ministered to their needs and
shared the Good News of God’s

love, LaBorg said.

“Today that family
has a home, a job, and
most importantly a
family of faith....”

Don’t be reluctant

LaBorg urged believ-
ers not to be reluctant
to witness to people.

. “People are hungry
for truth — unapolo-
getic truth that sets the
captive free and doesn’t
merely offer a mask to
cover the misery,” he
said. “The unchurched
are weary of the stan-
dard religious answers
that ignore the real
issues, and they are
willing to pay the price

s
. %
)

— if only someone will
tell them the truth.”

For London Smith, it
only took a friend’s invi-
tation to lead him
toward the transforming power
of Jesus Christ. Smith was one
of the young men baptized at
College Heights Aug. 28.

“l was raised in church and

‘made a decision at age 12, but it

was just routine. I wasn’t
saved,” said Smith, a 20-year-old
employee of Dell Computer
Corp. “I had been into a lot of
bad stuff that I’m not proud of
— drugs, drinking, getting mad
over small things. When a friend
invited me to come here, I
instantly felt the power. My life
has turned around 180 degrees
the other way. It’s amazing.”
Incomparable joy
Nothing compares to the
experience of leading someone
to Christ, LaBorg said.
“When I look into their eyes
and see a peace that words can-

PASTOR Jeff LaBorg of Coﬂege He:ghrs
Baptist Church, Gallatin, baptizes Blair
Ceplo, 12. She was one of 29 people he

- baptized in late August.

not explain — where only a
short time before there was
fear and confusion — I am

- filled with the awe of God’s mir-

acle of regeneration,” the pastor
said,

That’s a joy too many Chris-
tians are missing out on, when
more than 10,000 Southern
Baptist churches don't baphze
anyone, LaBorg said.

“Evangelism is simply intro-

ducing people to the Lord and
sharing the relationship that

has forever changed your lifae

and altered your destiny,” he
said. “When we have experi-
enced the power of the gospel
personally, we want to share
that with others. The more we
love Jesus, the more natural it
becomes for us to share our

faith.

“As we grow in love f
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sions. Just as He loves
and seeks the lost, we fi
example. If we don't ex
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then something is wron
By word and exa
Pastors must show t
ple by example and fir
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Commitfee

confirms Roberis
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — The Sen-
ate  Judiciary  Committee
approved the nomination of
John Roberts as chief justice of
the United States in a 13-5 vote
Sept. 22.

Three Democrats joined the
10 Republican members of the
panel to send Roberts’ nomina-
tion to the Senate floor, moving
the federal appeals court judge
a step nearer to the Supreme

Court. The Senate is expected

to provide Roberts with a
strong majority of at least 60
votes when it acts on his confir-
mation during the week of
Sept. 26-30.

If confirmed, Roberts will
become the 17th chief justice,
succeeding William Rehnquist,
who died Sept. 3 after a lengthy
battle with thyroid cancer.
Unless Senate action is delayed,
Roberts will be confirmed in
time to sit on the Supreme
Court when it begins oral argu-
ments in the new term Oct. 3.

While the Senate nears con-
firmation of Roberts, it awaits

the next high court nominee
from President Bush. Retiring
Associate Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor has agreed to remain
on the bench while another
nominee goes through the con-
firmation process. Bush report-
edly will announce his nominee
soon. His announcement is like-
ly to set off an even more con-
tenfious debate over a replace-
ment for O’Connor, who, unlike
Rehnquist, is not considered a
conservative. (J

Chain saw feams

‘rev up’ witness
Baptist Press .

SLIDELL, La. — A convoy of
four pickup trucks and SUVs
made its way through the back
roads of rural Slidell, La., en
route to the home of Andrew and
Sadie May Cooper.

The Coopers’ home had sur-
vived Hurncane Katrina, pro-
viding adequate shelter as they
weathered the storm’s howling
winds inside.

" “We were standing in there
looking at the trees coming
down,” Andrew Cooper, 81, said.
They had been without power

for days, and the Coopers were
feeling the effects.

“We sure need it,” Andrew
said. “We liked to burn up last
night. It’s hard on old folks.”

While the Coopers dodged

_any water damage and suffered

through the oppressive heat,
trees were down everywhere,
some on the roof of their house.
That’s why the men in the
trucks were there.

» As the 19-man chain saw
crew from the Memphis-area
Bellevue Baptist Church in
Cordova, unloaded, the
buzzing of their saws soon
drowned out the crowing of a
rooster outside the Cooper
home. The saws roared through
the stuffy September morning,
as some men cut trees into fire-
wood and others cleared the
Coopers’ driveway and yard of
limbs and brush.

Southern Baptist chain saw.

crews have been a common site
along the Gulf Coast in recent
days, forming one arm of the dis-
aster relief efforts the SBC has
launched to help residents put
their lives back together.

“I'd say this is as good of a
ministry as you could have,”
Dick Jarrett, a volunteer from

Faith Baptist Church (8

dler, Texas, said about
tiveness of chain saw |
Jarrett worked wii¥
saw crew in Covingto |
said the appearance 0’

at local homes alway: &M

similar response from
Bill “Bear” Cline,
at Bellevue Baptist C

a student at Mid-Am 58

tist Theological Semir
ed to not attend s}
quarter so he could
in his church’s chain
for a week. That dec
after he had helped )
hurricane victims wl
his church for shelter
“I felt like the Lor
ing me to do it,” Clin
wife and I prayed at
the one thing we [
that I needed a pea
needed a peace aboul
One day Cline's W
him and told him f
was all the affirmati
ed. .
“I have a 4.2 gradt¢
Mid-America, and
would have flunked 1
if I had stayed —
wasn't doing what ¥
wanted me to do,” Cl
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I #nie Wilkey
%2l # and Reflector

* |.SHVILLE — Former Tennessee
- 2| 5t pastor Larry McEwen is finding
= of ministry nppnrtunities these

- the past four yeara McEwen, who
astor of Riverside Baptist Church in
] -1lle for seven years, has been pastor

ce Hurncane Katrina devastated
'~ ms of Louisiana and Mississippi in
%1{ mgust, McEwen has been busy just
i— | to locate the whereabouts of his
‘hjers.

5 | of Sept. 23, McEwen estimated he
%y swhere about 50 percent of them are
= has members scattered in several
spite having been forced from his
and finding lodging in a former
» building, not knowing where his
Iyeq ~gation is has been the hardest
kad For McEwen to deal with personal-
-y ~heart is breaking in two. I want so

Mw serving in Slidell, La.
former TBC pastor fmds am

badly to see our people,” McEwen shared
in an e-mail to family and friends.

Because the storm destroyed the
church’s computers and records, he didn’t
know where to begin to find his congrega-
tion until he discovered an old member-
ship list in the church. The list was wet,
but was still readable.

Even with that list, contact has been
spotty at best due to limited phone
access, he explained.

As to the church building itself,
Northshore was destroyed by Katrina.

In his e-mail, McEwen noted a six-foot
tidal wave struck the church which is
located near a levee.

“Walls were blown out and the con-
crete slab buckled inside. It looks like a
tornado hit inside (the church),” McEwen
related in the e-mail.

“The building may be gone, but we all
know that church is the people.

The Sunday following Katrina, 11 peo-
ple met for prayer time in the church
parking lot. Just a week before, the church
had 395 people in two worship services.

Tennes

church on Saturdays. On Sept. 17 about
70 people were in attendance, McEwen
estimated.

In the days since Katrina hit, McEwen
and others have been ministering in
every way possible.

“The ministry opportunities are unbe-
lievable,” McEwen told the Baptist and
Reflector.

“You cannot walk five steps without
finding a way to minister,” he said.

Because McEwen’s house was flooded
he is able to relate to many of the people
he comes in contact with.

“I can share with them and offer help,”
he said. He noted he closes each visit
with this question, “Can I offer a prayer
up for us?”

The response has been tremendous, he
said. “People are so receptive to the
gospel now. It’s absolutely amazing.”

McEwen’s wife, Debbie, a native of
Lawrenceburg, asked people to “pray for
our church family as they are scattered
about and so many have lost their homes
and jobs.”

Seée nNews

ple ministry opportuhities

Tennessee Baptists could do, McEwen
stressed that clothes and even food and
water, at this point, are not needed.

- He said they desperately need 10 to
18-gallon plastic containers with lids to
give to people to store what few posses-
sions they are able to salvage. Wheelbar-
rows are also needed items, he added,
The problem is these items would have to
be brought to the area because mail
delivery is minimal to non-existent, he
observed.

McEwen also said he would welcome
volunteer teams, but emphasized they
would need to come in campers and be as
self-sufficient as possible.

Anyone interested in helping can call
him at (985) 960-3490 or e-mail him at
larry@northshorechurch.net. He asked
people to mark the message “disaster
relief”

In the meantime, McEwen is excited
about his ministry. “God is working in so
many lives. Please pray that we are
faithful and gentle stewards of this
opportunity to love people with the love
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The church is now meeting in a sister

When asked specifically about what

of Jesus.

0

1:banon pastor tapped to lead SBC convention relations

yj Toalston

|f:3 =it Press

& SHVILLE — Kenyn M.
bJr on, a pastor of nearly 20
D‘;.w ~who has been at the fore-
T of the voter values move-
T was elected Sept. 19 as
i 1 »resident for convention
kg‘g ms for the Southern Bap-

15 i Convention’s Executive
i Elttee_.

‘' '8 senior pastor of the
“s-itille-area First Baptist
H kb in Lebanon, told mem-
ma ~the Executwe Committee
"’ﬂ I:len- unanimous vote, “I'm
- L about this new phase in
i mvice to Christ, and T look
-m'd to sharing the good
i< about Southern Baptists
¢/ -0 Southern Baptists and
=t rld.”

1 'eton, 42, who will begin
=l w duties by Nov. 1, suc-
=t Bill Merrell, who now
% the Executive Committee
¢«  Or executive adviser.

~ zutive Committee Presi-

‘5 ‘linued from page 1
+ . Stockton called his good
‘5! Randall Taylor, deacon at
- aptist Church, Winches-
,_-'5 vlor and Stockton have
il together on many mis-*
Fxt ps. Stockton asked Taylor
1 with organization and
Ei - He arrived promptly.
‘1 the clinic and Biloxi
r’-ll received about $18,000
“=i of medicine and supplies

‘7 pst Baptist Church, Jack- -

‘U iss. It was delivered by
‘mrs of the church Bill
i 2 dentist and president-
= BMDF; a pharmacist;
i ‘ed Ingram, physician.
D 1anying them was Fred
% physician of Oklahoma
w kla., who is executive
= of BMDF.

dent Morris H. Chapman, in
presenting Cureton, described
him as “a man of high intellect
.. [who] knows the Word of God
... [and has] a deep love for our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Chapman also said Cureton
“knows the moral and ethical
issues which we face as Chris-
tians in this country.”

Cureton coauthored the 2004
1iVoteValues.com Voter Resource
Guide with Richard Land, presi-
dent of the SBC’s Ethics & Reli-
gious Liberty Commission, and
he produced pamphlets, bulletin
inserts, and other resources for
the national initiative. The
materials were adapted by
Focus for the Family for distri-
bution through its 2004 voter
campaign.

Land, in a statement Chap-
man read to the Executive Com-
mittee, described Cureton as “a
man of God endowed with great
gifts ... [who has] an extraordi-
nary vision and a deep burden
for the spiritual reawakening of

Joxville physician leads

“It met a critical need at a
critical time,” said Stockton of
the supplies. Some of the medi-
cine was given to a Biloxi hospi-
tal, the only one of three open.
The hospital welcomed the items
and in return gave the clinic
supplies it needed, explained
Stockton. Medicine and supplies
were organized into a pharmacy
in the church. Stockton believes
the mobile clinic will continue to
provide care at the church for
some time.

Providing much needed help

Since the American Red
Cross provides first aid, but not
advanced medical care, the
mobile clinic provided by Bap-
tists “became the referral point
for the Red Cross.”

The ARC referred people to

America for God and God’s pur-
poses for our nation.”

“When he became aware of
the iVote Values campaign, he
came along-
side us, part-
nered with us,
and labored in
the vineyard
for the cause
of awakening
American
Christians, to
their obligation
not only to
vote, but to
vote their values,” Land contin-
ued. “His constant encourage-
ment has been a source of inspi-
ration, and his sage advice and
counsel have always been help-
ful and welcomed. Kenyn loves
the Lord, loves the people called
Southern Baptists, and loves
America.”

Cureton also has produced a
13-week video-driven curricu-
lum, “The Soul of, America:
Rediscovering Our Nation’s

CURETON

Christian Heritage and Heroes,”
which is yet to be published.

He holds doctorate and mas-
ter of divinity degrees from
Southwestern Baptist Theologi-

- cal Seminary in Fort Worth,

Texas, and an undergraduate
degree from Carson-Newman
College in Jefferson City, Tenn.
He has done additional doctor-

ate study at the University of-

Texas at Arlington and the Uni-
versity of Lund, Sweden.

Cureton became pastor of
First Baptist in Lebanon in
2000. The church has given 10
percent of its undesignated
receipts through the Coopera-
tive Program for Southern Bap-
tist statewide, national, and
international missions and min-
istry; utilized the FAITH evan-
gelism strategy and the “Experi-
encing God” and “Purpose-Driven
Life” discipleship studies; and
launched the first Hispanic
mission church in Wilson Coun-
ty.

He was pastor of Buffalo

Trail Baptist Church in his
hometown of Morristown, from
1996-2000; Alice Bell Baptist
Church in Knoxville, from 1993-
96; and Sandy Baptist Church
in Ravenna, Texas, from 1986-
90.

He was an adjunct professor
at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary’s Boyce College in
2000 and a teaching fellow at
Southwestern from 1990-91.

Cureton and his wife, Pat,
also a Morristown native, have
two children, Kristen, 12, and
William, 10.

Cureton made a prufessmn of
faith and was baptized at age 7
at Grace Baptist Church in Mor-
ristown. He was licensed to the
ministry there in 1984, and
ordained in 1986.

In a doctrinal statement pro-
vided to the Executive Commit-
tee, Cureton said, “While the
inerrant word of God is my
creed, I fully affirm the doctrinal
statement contained in the 2000
Baptist Faith and Message.” Q

medical clinic in Biloxi after ...

the clinic needing medical care.
Also they sent medical workers
to the clinic who wished to serve
as volunteers. This sharing of
personnel met a need as the med-
ical volunteers, some of whom
had traveled a long distance,
wished to serve, he explained.

“I've never seen such cooper-
ation,” said Stockton. He served
with another physician, Tom
Chambers of Orlando, Fla.,
whose brother lived in Bilexi.
His brother's home was
destroyed by Katrina.

Stockton was relieved by Lee
Thomas, a physician of South
Carolina and fellow BMDF
member,

. Stockton was able to go to
Biloxi because Greg Blake,
chairman of family medicine

residency at University Hospital
and BMDF member, is support-
ive of his mission work.

First Church, Biloxi,
although damaged, was the
largest and busiest relief site in
the Biloxi area, he said. Many
personal items were available to
victims to help them get back on
their feet. Hot meals were pro-
vided by Mississippi and Alaba-
ma Baptist Disaster Relief.

At the temporary shelters,
the situation was more dire, he
said. Often using public school
buildings, the shelters were
crowded and, of course, the
buildings didn’t have electricity
or plumbing. The mobile clinic
visited shelters for a day or so.
But soon the shelter directors
learned about the clinic and

brought people who needed care
to it so the clinic stayed at the
church, said Stockton.

He praised the BMDF and
Texas Baptists for providing the
opportunity to serve and Baptist
disaster relief workers.

“I can’t brag enough on
them.” Especially the first day
he arrived “there were people
everywhere,” and cars were
lined up to enter the parking lot.
But ministry was being conduct-
ed “in a very organized fashion.”

He wishes all Baptists could
see what Baptists do in these
situations. “Baptists need to
understand and support these
kinds of efforts,” said Stockton.

“Jesus would be there. He
would be there in a big way,”
said Stockton.
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Task force recommends changes in CP focus, strategi

By Michael Foust
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — If the Coop-
erative Program is to grow and
thrive in the future, then lead-
ers elected to national positions
within the Southern Baptist
Convention must come from
churches committed to the
Cooperative Program and must
be CP “advocates” themselves, a
report put together by a task
force of SBC entity heads and
state executives says.

The report, plain spoken and
candid, was released here Sept.
17 where more than 30 entity
heads and state executives gath-
ered to discuss its content. It has
13 recommendations and is the
fruit of more than five years of
work by The Task Force on Coop-
eration, an eight-member group
composed of four entity heads
and four state executives.

The task force was set up in
2000 by the Great Commission
Council and state executives to
study ways to improve stagnant
Cooperative Program growth as
well as ways to improve relations
between the national body and
state conventions.

According to the report, over
the last 40 years the Coopera-
tive Program — Southern Bap-
tists’ mode of funding missions,
seminaries, and other min-
istries since 1925 — has “gradu-
ally begun to vaporize as a high
priority” in the hearts and
minds of “many pastors, their
people, and even denomination-
al leaders.”

“Now scores of Southern Bap-
tists in the pulpits and the pews
virtually ignore the plight of the
Cooperative Program,” the
report says. “As a result, we all
have consciously  or uncon-
sciously hurt the real growth of
the Cooperative Program.”

NOBTS’ Kelley thanks Southern Baptists for help after hurricai®

The Cooperative Program
supports both state and national
ministries. The process begins
when churches forward a per-
centage of their offerings to the
state (or regional) convention,
which then forwards a percent-
age of the monies it receives to
the national body. From there,
the funds are distributed among
Southern Baptists’ two mission
boards, six seminaries, and
other ministries. The portion
retained by state and region
conventions supports ministries
in their respective areas.

Although giving to the Coop-
erative Program generally
increases each year, it has strug-
gled to keep up with inflation.
The results have impacted the
entities. For instance, in 2003,
the International Mission Board
and North American Mission
Board — both of which receive
CP funds — were forced to cut
their respective budgets, pre-
venting new missionaries from
being assigned to the field.

Members of the task force
were: Jerry Rankin, president of
the International Mission
Board; William Crews, past
president of Golden Gate Bap-
tist Theological Seminary;
Robert Reccord, president of the
North American Mission Board;
Morris Chapman, president of
the SBC Executive Committee;
J. Robert White, executive direc-
tor of the Georgia Baptist Con-
vention; Carlisle Driggers, exec-
utive director of the South

Carolina Baptist Convention; O.

- Wyndell Jones, retired executive

director of the Baptist Conven-
tion of Iowa; and Anthony Jor-
dan, executive director-treasur-
er of the Baptist General
Convention of Oklahoma.

In 1984, the report says,
churches forwarded an average
of 10.6 percent of their offerings

to the Cooperative Program
through their state convention,
although today, that number is
only 6.64 percent. Leaders
within the convention must
head the effort to reverse the
trend, the report asserts.

“[Tloo many top Southern
Baptist Convention leaders and
officials for too many years gave
scant attention or support to the
Cooperative Program as they
discharged their responsibili-
ties,” the report says. “It is well
known that a number of our
leaders in the past generation
hardly ever spoke about the
Cooperative Program or promot-
ed it in one way or another.

“For the most part, their’

churches were poor models of
Cooperative Program support.
As a result, it has been projected
that thousands of pastors and
churches reduced their Coopera-
tive Program percentage of
undesignated monies as they
followed the example of those
who led them. '

“For sure, this reality has
hurt the Cooperative Program
as much as anything and has
been discouraging and regret-
table. About that point, there yet
remains a huge amount of dis-
appointment, mistrust, and
even raw emotions which need

- to be recognized, addressed, and
‘reconciled all across the South-

ern Baptist Convention.”

The task force made more
than a dozen recommendations:

e People “elected to Southern
Baptist Convention positions of
leadership” should come from
“strong Cooperative Program
churches” and should be “well-
known advocates themselves of
Cooperative Program commit-

- ment.”

¢ Every elected SBC and
state convention leader “should
promote the Cooperative Pro-

national / state news

gram” with “vigor and intention-
ality on a consistent basis.”

® The Cooperative Program
should “be placed at the top of
every agenda” during SBC
annual meetings and state con-
vention meetings. CP also
should be a top priority for “var-
ious state and national entities
that receive Cooperative Pro-
gram funds.”

e The International Mission
Board and North American Mis-
sion Board should promote the
Cooperative Program “as vigor-
ously” as they promote, respec-
tively, the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering and" the Annie
Armstrong Easter Offering.

e “Every effort” must be

made to “incorporate a renewed
call to biblical stewardship and
the Cooperative Program” as a
“vital link in support of the invi-
tation of Jesus to live out His
kingdom principles.”
@ The state conventions and
the SBC Executive Committee
must join together to provide
leadership for “Cooperative Pro-
gram promotions and expan-
sion.” “We simply must come
together for these uncertain
times and for the years ahead”

e Southern Baptists should
be taught “to practice the bibli-
cal standard” of tithing.

e Southern Baptist churches
should send “at least a tithe of
undesignated receipts” to mis-
sion causes through the Cooper-
ative Program.

e “Every avenue” must “be’

explored” to educate Southern
Baptists — particularly those 40
and younger — about the Coop-
erative Program.

¢ SBC and state convention
leaders must agree upon “a sin-
gle-focused, simple to under-
stand” strategy for Cooperative
Program advancement. “[T]hat
strategy must be built on identi-

fying the strengths of t)
erative Program and a

those strengths while n.
so much time and atte

what is wrong with the
ative Program.”
* SBC entities must
sue “financial mission &
in a societal approach’
is, by seeking donation:
from churches outsids

Cooperative Pregram
work. “This practice is ' &

opposite to the Cogpera
gram and will m
Southern Baptists as
existed, especially since
» As CP giving inc
churches, state cong
“must be challenged”
toward a 50/50 distril
Cooperative Program
that is, keeping 50 perc &
funds while forwardin
cent to the national bos
e SBC leaders musi
state conventions “e L&
the churches, especi: |
profile churches, to giy %
support” to the Cooper &
gram.
The report conclu
while the Cooperative s&
has been resilient th)
years — surviving
depressions and wa
future is murky witho
in cooperation and fun
“The truth of the m
that.when i1t comes to

Baptist cooperati
of the kingdom of O

it comes to an all-ou I
ment to the Cuupert L &
gram, we are in a situ =
only promises to g#
unless we improve ou ';'
ships with each oth
Spirit of Christ,” the r &b

“God shall not ble &%
we shall never reach
one person at a tim¢ ¥
any less.” O}

By Michael Foust
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — With the chief execu-
tives of Southern Baptists’ national enti-
ties standing behind him in support, New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
President Chuck Kelley thanked South-
ern Baptists Sept. 19 for their “sacrificial
commitment” to repairing the hurricane-
ravaged campus.

Southern Baptists, he added have a
rare and unique opportunity to impact
the city for Christ.

He spoke to Executive Committee
members minutes after a historic vote
ensured that several million dollars will
assist in repairing the seminary, which
was badly damaged by the flooding of
Hurricane Katrina and has moved its
offices temporarily to Decatur, Ga.

“] want to say thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart for what you have done
... in helping us climb a mountain that
looks awfully high right now,” said Kel-
ley, who received an extended standing
ovation before he spoke.

Executive Committee members unan-
imously approved the use of all Coopera-
tive Program funds received for national

SBC causes above the 2004-05 budget,
ending Sept. 30, for assisting in hurri-
cane relief. Fifty percent of the extra
money will go to New Orleans Seminary,
256 percent to the North American Mis-
sion Board for disaster relief and 25 per-
cent split among the
Mississippi, Louisiana,
and Alabama state con-
ventions. ,

The Executive Com-
mittee also voted to use
the same formula with
beyond-the-budget
receipts for the Cooper-
ative Program Alloca-
tion Budget during the
first quarter of the new fiscal year.

Officials estimated that the 2004-05
CP budget overage will yield about $7
million to help reconstitute churches
and keep ministers in the field, assist
NOBTS faculty and students as well as
rebuild the campus, and provide extra
support to NAMB for disaster relief
operations.

Kelley thanked the entity heads for the
sacrifices they are making. In most years,
the extra CP money is split among the var-
ious entities, providing an often-anticipat-

KELLEY

ed boost in funding. Kelley said Southern
Baptists must “redouble our efforts to
make sure that every one of these min-
istries is not short at the end of the [budg-

et] year” in funds.

The entities that receive CP funds are —said, smell “unbelievably bad. ' ,r

the five remaining seminaries, the Inter-
national Mission Board, North American
Mission Board, Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission, GuideStone Financial
Resources, and Executive Committee.

Estimates show NOBTS suffered
between $5 and $15 million in damage,
Kelley said, adding that the figure does
not include lost revenue.

NOBTS’ sister seminaries have
stepped up in various ways to assist in
the repairing effort. During the Executive
Committee meeting, Daniel Akin, presi-
dent of Southeastern Baptist Theological

Seminary, presented Kelley with a check”

for $147,282, which came from an offering
of Suutheastern students and faculty
members.

“Never before in history have the five
seminaries ... made this kind of invest-
ment in disaster relief” Kelley said.

Using a slide show, Kelley showed pic-
tures that graphically demonstrated the
extent of flooding on the campus. While

90-95 percent of the administ ¥
academic buildings are unal ¥
said, most of student and facul }
was impacted.

The flooded parts of the ¢ ¥

“Everything it touched it
said of the toxic-laced water.
Southern Baptists, Kelley .
an opportunity they have nev 8
“We have an opportunity *
presence and a loud voice lite |
bmldmiof a city,” he said.
ave an opportunity 2
Baptists to have a greater rols
of New Orleans than we hav
before. ...” |

Kelley then asked: Why dis
a hurricane nearly to destroy
Baptist entity?

“It could very well be ¢l
going to discover the only wi
could get the gospel a clear |
city like New Orleans was |
loss,” he said.

“And if our loss provides
for the gospel to this great ﬁl
the people who are going
this rebuﬂdmg process, 11;

a price to pay.” 0 -
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2 report' Is it better late than never?

¥ onnie Wilkey, editor

amy life I have heard, “It is
" ]ate than never.” We can
| 20pe and pray that old
-] &s true.
' | page four of this issue is
l: Press story concerning a
‘frﬂm The Task Force on
'atmn
s task force was estab-
ﬁfe years ago by the
Commission Council

4sed of Southern Baptist
{ation entity heads) and

convention executive
srs to “study ways to
-| e stagnant Cooperative
o| In growth as well as ways
‘srove relations between
ational bodies and the
pnventions.”

task force concluded and
1y confirmed what has
 wident for many years —
t for the Cooperative Pro-
a5 (Southern Baptists’ pri-
= way of funding missions
1. mistry efforts) is eroding.
| repurt acknowledged
:st while giving generally
ool ses. 5 dollar wise each year,
El ot kept up with inflation.
task force discovered that
4 churches forwarded an
i 2 of 10.6 percent of their
== through the Coopera-
V"Vrﬂgm_l?l Today that num-
ke dwindled to an average
ii:bercent
wourse, we have churches
1 £ ove the average as well as
wies who give nothing
rhh the Cooperative Pro-

1o 1

task force confirmed

y Joe McKeever

-

> ral times a day P'm get-
ﬁl wails from people inform-
1 | Jheir church is ready and
il to come to New Orleans
o4 v church rebuild.
ently, were not even
g :t. But as soon as we're
1 business, we'll be ready
{ Me volunteer teams so
¢ they understand a few
i

>s this time to exotic
A No dining out in your
it restaurants. It’s all work
Ty A=

A rstand that this is going
23 ~d and dirty and you will
1= mfortable. I was told of
00 0 saw crews that arrived
il other state to help but
¢/ 1round and went home

astand that New
= 33 going to be different. .

what many Baptist editors and

- others have said for years: too

many Southern Baptists have
been placed in major leadership
positions who (a) have not been
strong supporters of the Cooper-
ative Program personally or (b)
have come from churches that
did not strongly support the CP
means of funding missions.

During the “conservative
resurgence” in the 1980s many
SBC presidents were elected
without regard to their level of
support for the CP.

The premise was that when
these people who supposedly
had been kept from leadership
positions were elected to office or
appointed as trustees of South-
ern Baptist agencies, they would
then begin supporting the Coop-
erative Program.

Sounded good at the time, but
evidently.it didn’t happen.

This is a direct quote from the
task force: “Too many top South-
ern Baptist Convention leaders
and officials for too many years
gave scant attention or support
to the Cooperative Program as
they discharged their responsi-
bilities.

“It is well known that a num-
ber of our leaders in the past
generation hardly ever spoke
about the Cooperative program
or promoted it in one way or
another. For the most part, their
churches were poor models of
Cooperative Program support.

“As a result, it has been pro-
jected that thousands of pastors
and churches reduced their
Cooperative Program percentage
of undesignated receipts as they
followed the example of those
who led them.”

Baptist editors in the 1980s
and early 1990s said this over
and over, but were branded as
“liberals” or “moderates” upset
with conservative leadership.

when they discovered we had no
air-conditioned accommodations
for them to stay in.

Understand that adopting a

church in the New Orleans area

is actually a commitment, a
covenant, between your church
and the local congregation. The
North American Mission Board
is recommending that the time
period be at least one full year
and perhaps two. “All manner of
help will be needed,” their litera-
ture says, including “mission
trips, rebuilding trips, care pack-
ages, appropriate financial sup-
port, and encouragement for the

staff who have been through

numerous challenges.”

Understand that in bringing a
team to help us rebuild, you will
first need to send a scouting
party in to look over the situation
‘and talk to local leaders to see
what your group will be doing.
Then you go back and select the
workers you decide would be
right and assemble the materials
and tools you need. The Florida
Baptist Convention is asking
their people who come to plan to

Most of these editors were not
liberals. They were realists who
were able to see what was hap-
pening to the Cooperative Pro-
gram and had the courage to say
S0.

Now, we discover they were
probably more on target than
maybe they even realized at the
time. It's too late for “finger
pointing.” The damage has been
done. What is important now is
that Southern Baptists begin to
reverse this trend.

We have to get away from the
“do our own thing” mindset.

While some churches can
make a difference in one or two
areas, they cannot help all the
missions and ministry needs

that they can help when they:

give through the CP.

'm not advocating that
churches do not continue to do
their own mission projects and
develop their own relationships.
I am advocating that they not do
so at the expense of the Cooper-
ative Program.

Normally I edit lengthy sto-
ries for space, but we have print-
ed the BP story in its entirety on
page four. The task force made
more than a dozen recommenda-
tions. I would say most are valid.

Their first point is this: Peo-
ple “elected to Southern Baptist
convention positions of leader-
ship should come from strong
Cooperative Program churches”

and should be “well-known advo-
cates of Cooperative Program

commitment.”

I agree wholeheartedly and
have said so in my relatively
short tenure as a Baptist editor.

1 believe this commitment to the

Cooperative Program should
apply at both the national level
and here in Tennessee.

The report goes on to
acknowledge that a major effort
is. needed to educate younger

be completely self-sufficient.

‘Know what that means? It

means, at least at first, you need
to be able to prepare your own

meals and everything.
Understand if you sponsor a

church in New Orleans, youlll not

have it all to yourself That’s good,
of course, because the needs of
every church are so huge as to be
beyond the capability of most

other churches to meet. So, you'll.

have plenty of partners. My dream
is for each of our churches to be
adopted by as many as a dozen
churches around the country.
Understand that if your
church decides to adopt one of
our churches, you will not be able
to come in and put in some pro-
gram you found to your liking
back at home. This is a local
church with members and dea-
cons and pastors, and we ask vis-
iting teams to respect that. They
will establish their own direc-
tions as the Lord shows them,
and sponsors will want to come
in and help them fulfill it.
Understand that your accom-
modations at first will probably

~ daily post-Katrina

Baptists about the Cooperative
Program. This used to be done in
RAs and GAs, but how many
churches have dropped these
missions education programs
from their curriculum?

One of the task force’s recom-
mendations is that state conven-
tions work toward a 50-50 split
of Cooperative Program receipts.
That was the intention of the CP
when it began and I have no
problem with that. But to do so,
everyone needs to have the same
definition of the Cooperative
Program.

Tennessee Baptists are
blessed to have a state conven-
tion that does not count “desig-
nations” as CP funds. It doesn’t
matter if the funds are all des-
ignated for SBC or TBC, they
are counted as “designations,”
not CP. The Executive Commit-
tee of the SBC counts money
that comes directly from
churches, bypassing the state
convention, as CP gifts. Until
both the national and state con-
ventions are on the same page
in that regard, asking state
conventions to go “50-50” is
unrealistic.

Keep in mind that no one else
funds our ministries and mis-
sions efforts in Tennessee except
for very limited, designated
funding from SBC agencies with
which we partner. We must
never lose sight of the fact that
people in our state are going to
hell, just like people in other
countries who do not have a sav-
ing knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Will this task force report be
better late than never? We can
only pray that it will be. The CP
has been a major factor in count-
less lives in our state and
throughout the world in coming
to know Jesus as Lord and Sav-
ior. May it continue to be a factor
in the years ahead. (0

mgs to know before going to New Orleans

be on the floor of some church’s

fellowship hall in sleeping bags
you brought with you. Showers
may be the wash basin in the
bathroom on the hall. That’s
going to be uncomfortable for
some; we surely understand. It’s
a serious situation down in New
Orleans, and all along the Gulf
Coast, to be sure. Anyone coming
in to help us needs to understand
this is in the nature of a sacrifice.

Understand that you may be
working from can to can’t, from
dark in the morning until dark in
the evening.

I still recall a group from a
church I served in Mississippi
going to New Jersey and working
for two weeks to build a complete
church, and one of the men
remarking to another, “I dont
work this hard for money.” That’s
the point. Do it for Jesus. 0 —
McKeever is director of missions
for the Baptist Association of
Greater New Orleans. This Baptist
Press column is adapted from his
reflections.
McKeever can be found on the
web at www.joemckeever.com.

a parent
speaks

By Carolyn R. Tomlin
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Priorities

It’s that time of year when the
day of the average family needs
more than the 24 hours allotted
to the clock. After the easy-going
lifestyle of summer, many fami-
lies feel the pressure of too much
to do, in too short a time. This
produces stress in moms, dads,
and siblings. Instead of becoming
a victim to anxiety and strain,
could some of the following sug-
gestions make a difference in
your home during the fall season?

e Stay focused on God. The
Bible tells us in John 15:17,
“This is my command: Love each
other.” God’s plan for the family
was to show love and respect, to
help each other, to provide for
each other. Today’s family faces
many obstacles in life, but with
God’s help we can overcome
these stumbling blocks.

e Listen to your children. A
friend says, “When I want to have
an important conversation with
my teen, we choose a favorite
restaurant and enjoy a pleasant
meal. It's amazing how the two of
us — mom and son — listen and
talk. It's worked for our family, it
can work for others.”

e Make school and studying a

priority. A co-worker, whose adult
daughter had difficult finding a

job said, “We, her parents, are

partly to blame. While she was in
high school, we allowed her to
take courses of her choice — those
that many of her friends enrolled
in. Now, I see our mistake. Many
15-year-olds have not thought
about the future nor have plans
for after high school graduation.
Parents should help their chil-
dren prepare for the work force
by taking the necessary courses
to equip them for success
through college or other post sec-
ondary education.”

e Set a curfew and regular
bedtime hours. Many school chil-
dren and teens are sleep
deprived. By establishing a cur-
few and regular bedtime, stu-
dents will develop a sleep pat-
tern that ensures a restful
night’s sleep.

e Learn to say “NO” to some
commitments. Who says you
have to belong to several civic
clubs? Who says you have to
attend every function your
church offers? Each week, look
over your family calendar and
make decisions on what to attend
and which ones you can delete. A
friend said, “My pastor often
speaks on families spending time
together. But this week, I've had
a meeting at church every night.
I want to be supportive, but I'm
not spending the time with my
family they deserve.”

This fall, reduce the stress of
too many activities that rob your
family of health and happiness.
Ask God to help you make wise
decisions. 0 — Tomlin is a free-
lance writer from Jackson.
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TBC staff members extend ministry through hands-on effo;

Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Helping Tennessee Baptists
do their ministry is a way of life for the staff at
the Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist
Convention.

Last week, staff members were piven an
opportunity for direct involvement in a variety of
ministry opportunities throughout Middle Ten-
nessee. '

The opportunity presented itself during “At
Home Week,” explained Gary Rickman, TBC
ministry coordinator.

“Our theme for the week was ‘Finding Your
Place in Ministry, ” Rickman said.

He noted the staff went through a “Finding
Your Place in Ministry” assessment tool led by
Jay McSwain, founder of PLACE Ministries.
Staff also were challenged to consider their voca-
tion by TBC Executive Director James Porch dur-
ing a chapel devotional, he added.

“We felt it would be good not only to talk about
ministry, but to actually do it,” Rickman said.

':"L,—d"-o"” o =

PRAYERWALKING at Vanderbilt University in Nashville are, from
left, Royce DeGrie and Nicki Brooks of the TBC staff; Josh Owens,
a student of Union City; Hannah Prather, a student of Georgia; and
Dan Ferrell of the TBC staff.

TIM HOLCOMB does some power-
washing at the Vanderbilt University

ANNE MAER, left, and Barbara Powers work in the clothin, |
Baptist Ministry Center. Servant’s Heart Ministry in Columbia.

“This was a way for our folks to get ow
hands-on ministry in local ministry settj
added.

TBC staff worked in several ministy
sites — Nashville Christian Women’s Jol
The Next Door (a ministry of First
Church, Nashville), The Servant's Hea
istry, Columbia; Women's Prison, Nashwil
land Baptist Church, and Baptist Collegi
istry centers at Vanderbilt, Fisk, and TSI

Work ranged from sorting clothing to (
to a variety of other activities. At‘&he‘l
Prison, TBC staff led a “field day” for the
ers. “We tried to be the incarnational pre
Christ among those ladies,” Rickman s;
had an overall good day.” '

Several of the ministries receive fundi
the Golden Offering for Tennessee Missi

Among those are Servant’s Heart )
“We couldn’t do without the TBC and the
Offering,” said David Graves, who le
Columbia-based ministry. “It was a ble
have the TBC staff come and help us." 0
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DON PIERSON, left, helps David Graves of Servant’s Heart Min-
istry in Columbia load a loveseat onto the back of a pickup truck.
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FRED DAV
es windows

land Baptis

in-Nashville

DIANA CHAVERS,
left, and Marjorie
Waddey carry out an
old carpet to the trash
bin outside Nashville
Christian Women'’s Job
Corps. — Photos by
Lonnie Wilkey and
Connie Davis Bushey

SHARON WINFIELD, left, and Melanie Allen do some painting at
Nashville Christian Women's Job Corps.
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IMB adds $2.5m
for Katrina relief

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The $2.5 mil-
lion in Hurricane Katrina disas-
ter relief funds allocated by Inter-
national Mission Board trustees
during their mid-September
meeting in Pensacola, Fla., will go
to help the ministries of Southern
Baptist entities in devastated
regions of Louisiana, Mississippi,
and Alabama.

The Executive Committee of
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion voted unanimously Sept. 19
to briefly suspend a convention
bylaw in order to allow one enti-
ty of the convention — in this
case the International Mission
Board — to make a financial
contribution to other convention
entities.

The IMB gift, appropriated
from the mission board’s contin-
gency reserve funds, will aid
hurricane relief efforts being
mounted by the North American
Mission Board and the Baptist
state conventions in Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Alabama. A
portion also will go to the heavi-
ly damaged New Orleans (La.)
Baptist Theological Seminary
for recovery and rebuilding.

Following the Executive
Committee vote, EC chairman
Rob Zinn, pastor of Immanuel
Baptist Church in: Highland,
Calif.,, acknowledged, “We've
taken the bylaw and put it on
hold for such a time as this.
Entities giving to another entity
just hasn’t happened.” He said
the recommendation to suspend
the bylaw came from Executive

e

" insurance programs,

Resource helps churches decide on staff salaries, benefits

benefits,” Hawkins said. “To simply provide

Baptist Press

DALLAS — It happens every year all
over the country — budget committees
meeting to decide salary and benefits for
their minister and other staff members and
employees. In small and large churches,
committees wrestle with the tough ques-
tions of providing their staff adequate
salary, insurance coverage, retirement, and
other benefits.

Too often churches find it more conven-
ient to use a “package” approach and give
their pastor a lump sum of money thus
requiring the minister to then plan and pay
for his benefits out of his own pocket. With
today’s rising costs and complexity of
investment plans,
taxes, and retirement planning, the minis-
ter is often placed in the difficult position of
deciding where and how to provide his own
and his family’s benefits.

GuideStone Financial Resources is sen-
sitive to the complexity of this issue, Presi-
dent O. S. Hawkins said. |

“We encourage church budget commit-
tees to consider restructuring salary pack-
ages in order to provide the pastor and
church employees adequate pay while the
church takes on the responsibility for fund-
ing the cost of protection and retirement

a lump sum of money’ and then require the
minister to cover the cost of benefits out of
that sum is a disservice to the minister and
to the church, and often a pastor discovers
he doesn’t have enough money for adequate
coverage. This can also leave the church in
a vulnerable position.”

Another issue to consider when struc-
turing salary packages is taxes. -

Bob Henry, head of GuideStone’s church
retirement marketing department, noted,
“Many churches are discovering that by

‘simply restructuring the way they provide

their ‘salary package’ they can save their
minister a significant amount of self-
employment and income tax, which can
result in additional disposable income. For
example, by restructuring the salary pack-
age to separate salary and housing from
benefits, a pastor whose salary package is
$40,000 could save over $2,000 in taxes.
“How a church pays its employees is
often as important as the amount of money
the church pays them,” Henry said. -
Today, many churches are discovering the
distinct advantages of using a step-by-step
budget approach to achieve sound financial

planning benefiting the church and church

staff members alike. Clearly written policies
about ministry-related expenses and bene-

‘mittees a resource, the Plam:mgﬁn

fits relieve unnecessary worry and stre
ministers and their staff.

GuideStone offers church

Support workbook, which provides a
by-step budget plan that is easy to -
and includes sample polices and forn;
“The Planning Financial Support
book is a free resource and one of the
valuable tools available to our local o}
es and the pastors standing at the
roads,” Henry said. The workbook ¢
ordered by calling 1-800-262-0511.
Along with the workbook, anothe
ful tool is the 2004 Compensatjon
compiled by 41 Southern Baptist stat
ventions in cooperation with Guide
Financial Resources. Surveys were 1
to churches and the statistical inforr
has been compiled and is availal
GuideStone’s web site. A new survey
conducted in early 2006. _'
“The compensation study give:
tomized salary and benefit informat
several positions within a church,”
said. “It is an easy-to-use tool that
the user to identify the average sala
benefits package for a specific posit
church size, even within a geographi |
and provides valuable insight as a e
tee contemplates its options.” 0

o e s mw@aﬁ v

for me to share my intemational joumey;
to challenge students to reach for God in
character and in study, and to nurture the
truth that the unexamined and undisciplined
life is not worth living.

Committee officers.

IMB President Jerry Rankin
said the allocation of contin-
gency funds earmarked for
international missions to a
domestic crisis was “unique and
unprecedented.” But the extent
of Katrina’s destruction — and
particularly its impact on hun-
dreds of Southern Baptist
churches that have given faith-
fully to international missions
— called for extraordinary
measures, Rankin said. O

T

To LEARN To |_IVE ToloE. &
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Carson-Newman provides a rich context

Dairid Crutchley

Professor of Religion
Interim Pastor - Smithwood Baptist, Knoxville

leflerson Clity, Tennessee
www.cn.edu

NOBTS enroliment

‘frozen’ for now
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The South-
ern Baptist Convention’s Execu-
tive Committee, Sept. 20,

approved a three-year freeze in
the calculation of New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary’s
enrollment, allowing NOBTS’
2003-04 enrollment figures to

apply to Cooperative Program

funding formulas for the next .

three budget years.

The freeze will allow the
seminary to recover from any
loss in enrollment from Hurri-
cane Katrina. Southern Bap-
tists’ six seminaries receive dif-

ferent levels of funding based on
a rolling three-year average of . 37321.

their enrollment. O

- CLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — DOM

Lamine Baptist Association is’

accepting resumes for a director
of missions. Qualified candidates
will be theologically conserva-
tive, demonstrate strong admin-
istrative skills, have appropriate
education, have experience in
and knowledge of the SBC
churches, doctrine, programs,
and relationship, and be sup-
portive of the total life of MBC
and SBC. Send resume to DOM
Search Committee, P.O. Box 41,
Versailles, MO 65084 or e-mail
to laminebaptist@sbcglobal.net.

MINISTRY — RECREATION
First Baptist Church, Millington,
Tenn., a northern suburb of
Memphis, is accepting resumes
for minister of recreation. Appli-
cants must have a college
degree and at least 3 years of
experience in a church averag-
ing at least 1,500 in Sunday
School. E-mail resume to
rray @ fbc-millington.org or send
to Rob Ray, First Baptist Church,
5010 West Union Rd., Millington,
TN 38053.

MINISTRY — CHILDREN
Lexington Baptist Church is
seeking a full-time, experienced
minister of childhood education.
Send resume to Search Team,
308 E. Main St., Lexington, SC
29072, Attn. Sandy Pityk.

CLASSIFIE

MINISTRY — STUD
New Union Baptist Cl%
seeking a full-time mir &%
7th—college age. Send §
to srwalker7 @netzerc
4060 Double S Rd,, Daj

PHpPd
Immanuel Baptist Churc &
full-time  youth/outreact ki
— degree, 2 years ex; i
married. Family-oriente |
ing church. Please sent
to 709 E. Gaines, Lawre
TN 38464, Attn. Youtt
Committee.

Do )
First Baptist Churt:
Tenn., seeks ful!—tim&l
youth and children.
reports directly to th
FBC maintains activé ;I
to senior high and mig
as well as a ministry 10
kindergarten-5th grade
multi-generational €
northwest Tennesseeir
sity city setting. Th
embraces the Baptist
Message and all min
biblically-based. Semir
ing and prior
required. Submit
rsoldham@ fbcmart
FBC, PO. Bex 289 i
38237.
Seeking a full-time ¥
students and outreack
pose driven church
suburban Saint Lod
Must have a -—::-sf__
ministry and reachifi
for Christ. College |
ferred. Please sent
and/or recommendaiit
ister of Students Seé
mittee, c/o Fee__ .
Church, 11330 Sair g
Rock Rd., Bridgeton, !



Deaths

ville, former associate
of First Baptist Church
ndersonville, died Sept.
-  former pastor of church-
| Indiana and Tennessee,
g so served as a member of
H Tennessee Baptist Con-
o on Executive Board and
ol veral TBC committees. In
'ion, he served as trustee
8 Emont University, Baptist
f ital: and LifeWay Christ-
i esources, all in Nashville.
B = survived by his wife,
§i werite Skinner Babb, for-
d president of the Ten-
: .e Woman’s Missionary
1 2. Memorial donations
4 >e made to the Babb Cen-
d t First Church or the
I Scholarship Fund at
: _-:1 University, Jackson,
4 1 care of First Church.

[Ed Camp, retired pastor
i endship Baptist Church,
4| anan, died Sept. 18 after
41 ctended illness. Funeral
es were held Sept. 21 in
with L. J. Hatcher, pas-
Frlendshlp Church, lead-
ind . covered dish luncheon
ireld after the service at
—1 1131:11 ‘He is survived by

15 ife; Jean. -
s | Churches

A |First Baptist Church,
on, will hold revival Sun-
1zl Wednesday, Oct. 9-12.
‘Whiti: will speak. For
4* information, contact
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y Babb, 94, of Hen-

LEADERS OF Chinquapin Grove Baptist Church, Bluff City, pause
during a recent dedication of its new Youth and Children’s Center.
They are, from left, Scott Greene, associate pastor: Ed McDuffie;
Allen Newman; and Steve Hensley, pastor. The 14,000 square foot
facility will provide space for sports activities, fellowship, and disci-

pleship of youth and children.

suaumaj@frontiernet.net.

Leaders

First Baptist Church of Gal-
latin called Larry Yarbor-
ough as pastor effective Sun-
day, Oct. 2. Formerly he was
senior pastor of First Baptist
Church of Tallapoosa, Ga. He
1s a graduate of Samford Uni-
versity, Birmingham, Ala.;
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.; and
Columbia Theological Semi-
nary, Atlanta, Ga., from which
he earned a doctor of ministry

degree. He and his wife,.
Diana, have three children.
€ Immanuel Baptist

Church in Elizabethton has
called Justin Carson as
director of students. He is a

2005 graduate of Milligan Col-

lege, located in Milligan Col-
lege.

¢ Jim Millsaps, pastor,
Big Creek Baptist Church,
Madisonville, recently -cele-
brated his 30th anniversary of
service at the church.

¢ Ooltewah Baptist
Church, located in Ooltewah,
called Jeff Cochran as inter-
im youth director. He lives

with his wife Candis in Cleve-
land.

¢ Holy Trinity Baptist
Church, Etowah, a new
church, has called Dillard
Sneed Jr., as pastor. Sneed is

a former lay minister and
interim pastor of New Vision
Baptist Church, Athens.

¢ Clear Springs Baptist
Church, Mascot, has called

hy Tennessee Baptists Have Confidence in

INTON UNIVERSITY

UN 10

NIVERSITY

CC T wholeheartedly recommend Union
University to our high school graduates

because of its unapologetic commitment
to Christian values, visionary leadership,
academic excellence, and development
of the whole person in a caring,

Christian community.

[.eonard Markham

Bluegrass Baptist Church

b4 |

Pastor
o Hendersonville

L.ﬂl 1.800.33.Union for enrollment information
1050 Union University Drive * Jackson, TN 38305 * www.uu.edu

The nations oldest Southern Baptist university, Iﬁ: unded in 1823

TenneScene

NINE MEMBERS OF Woman s M:ssronary Umon from Six church-
es in Hamilton County Baptist Association, Chattanooga, partici-
pated Aug. 20-27 in a second annual mission trip to Pocahontas
County, W.Va. They served at the Greenbrier Birthing Center, a
federal facility for nonviolent women offenders who are six months
pregnant or have babies. The inmates are allowed to remain at the
center until their babies are 15 months old. The Tennesseans led
Bible study, conducted craft and parenting classes, and cared for
the babies to allow the mothers to attend. The Tennesseans also
held two evening services at the Denmar Correctional Center for
men. Participating were, in photo above, from left, first row, Juani-
ta Hall, Mildred Brewster, June Wilson, Sybil Jacks; second row,
Gayle Evans, Sylvia Colvin, Sue Sisson, Carol Henson, and Betty

Chris Taylor as pastor effec-
tive Oct. 16. He is a graduate
of Carson-Newman College,
Jefferson City, and Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Ky. He previously
served as associate pastor of a
church in Callahan, Fla.

Associations

¢ “Double Your Sunday

School in Two Years or Less”.

led by Josh Hunt will be held
Friday - Saturday, Sept. 30 -
Oct. 1, at West Jackson Baptist
Church, Jackson. It is spon-
sored by the Madison-
Chester and Crockett Bap-

tist Association. This free
event will be held Friday from
7-9 p.m. and Saturday from 9
a.m. - noon. For information
contact Larry Murphy at (731)
668-5690 or larry@mcchap-
tists.org, or Mike Stover at
(731) 989-3325 or pastor@-
bethelfamilyoffaith.org.

¢ Maury County Baptist
Association, Columbia, held
a Youth Revival Sept. 2-4 at
Mooresville Pike Baptist
Church, Columbia. Travis
Neely of Chilhowee Area Min-
istries in Alcoa was the speak-
er. Drama and puppet min-
istries of First Baptist Church,
Spring Hill, performed.

728, Brentwood, TN 37024.
Name

=i

Subscribe today —

for yourself — '

or a friend

Tired of reading someone else’s copy of the Baptist and Reflec-
tor? Wish you had your own? Or are you tired of lending out your
copy? If the answer to any of these questions is “yes,” you need a
subscription, for yourself or for a friend. A one-year subscription is
only $11. Mail form with payment to Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box |
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IMB appoints
Pulaski couple

IMB news service

RICHMOND — A Pulaski
couple was among 86 new mis-
sionaries appointed recently by
trustees of the Southern Baptist
Convention’s International Mis-
sion Board.

Michael
and Kristi
Rains, mem-
bers of First
Baptist
Chureh,
Pulaski, were
appointed
Sept. 13 at a
service in Pen-
sacola, Fla., as
apprentice
missionaries
to South
America
where he will
serve as a
strategy coor-
dinator and
she will serve
in community
and home out-
reach.

Rains is a graduate of the
University of North Alabama in
Florence and Southeastern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in
Wake Forest, N.C.

His wife also holds degrees
from UNA and the University of
Alabama in Tuscaloosa.

The couple has two preschool

children, Benjamin and
Nathan.

K. RAINS

Damaged churches
can receive low-
interest loans

Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — The
North American Mission
Board will provide low-inter-
est loans up to $100,000 to
Southern Baptist churches
damaged by Hurricane Katri-
na. NAMB is designating a
total of $10 million to the dis-
aster loan effort.

“We want to help churches
get back on their feet as quick-
ly as possible so they can ful-
fill their Acts 1:8 calling to be
a worldwide mission center,”
said NAMB President Robert
E. (Bob) Reccord. “The loans —
which will require a minimum
of paperwork — are just one

www.BUichurch.com .
1-800-446-7400  Steeples
\ P.O. Box 2250 » Danville, Virginia 24541 /

Affordable Beachside

Vacation Condos

www.qulfshorescondos.com
All size units available, Fall Special

2 night weekend, $140.00; 4 week-
nights, $200.00 Efficiency Unit

(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good 9-6 thru 10-31

(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524

way we can help them do
that.”

Disaster relief loans are
available to SBC churches for
repair of church facilities,
replacement of equipment or
materials, or to cover expenses
while a church is displaced,
said Karl Dietz, director of
NAMB’s church finance min-
istry team.

Dietz said the application
process will be simple and can
be made by contacting one of
NAMB’s church finance consult-
ants prior to Dec. 1.

“For amounts up to $10,000,
the loan will be unsecured with-
out the need for normal finan-
cial records or for collateral to
secure the loan,” Dietz said. “For
amounts over this, the loan will
be secured by any financed
equipment and the church’s
property.”

No fees will be assessed by
NAMB, Dietz said, while

GLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — MUSIC
First Baptist Church in Linden,
Tenn., is now accepting applica-
tions for a bivocational minister
of music. Please send resume to
First Baptist Church, PO. Box
54, Linden, TN 37096. For ques-
tions you may contact the church
at (931) 589-2227.
GPod > b

First Baptist Church of Ander-
sonville is currently seeking a
bivocational minister of music to
lead a growing dynamic congre-
gation in worship. Please call for
more information, (865) 494-
7675.

o G g B
FBC Alamo, Tenn., is seeking
part-time minister of music. E-
mail dmgauldin @crockettnet.-
com or Music Committee, 147
W. Church St., Alamo, TN
38001.

PP
Henderson Chapel Baptist
Church is seeking to fill the posi-
tion of part-time music worship
leader. Address your resume or

_questions to the church or phone

Dave Tinker at (865) 428-0276,
Henderson Chapel Baptist
Church, 407 Henderson Rd.,
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863, Attn.
Search Committee.
oo ol o @
First Baptist Church of Mt. Olive
IS now accepting resumes for a
full-time minister of music.
Piease submit resume to
FBCMO, Attn. Search Com-
mittee, 3200 Mt. Olive Rd., Mt.
Olive, AL 35117. Any questions,
please contact the church at
(205) 631-4401.
oo s P

SBC church seeking full-time
minister of music for choral and
instrumental programs for all
ages. Requirements: college
degree in music plus 5 years
experience. Send resume post-
marked by Oct. 31 to Unity Bap-
tist Church, Attn. Music Search
Committee, 2320 29th St., Ash-
land, KY 41101.

churches are expected to pay
closing costs, which are expected
to be minimal. No interest will
be charged during the first year
of the loan. Years two through
five, the interest rate will be
NAMB'’s preferred rate minus 1
percent fixed. OJ

Religion needs
larger role in
schools: Gallup poll

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Despite
decades of court rulings to the
contrary, a majority of Ameri-

national / state news

cans say they believe religion
should have a larger role in the
nation’s public schools and that
organized voluntary prayer
should be allowed, according to
a new Gallup poll.

The poll found that 60 per-
cent of adults believe religion
has “too little of a presence” in
public schools and that 76 per-
cent favor amending the U.S.
Constitution to allow voluntary
prayer in schools.

The poll of 1,001 adults was
conducted Aug. 8-11 and
released Aug. 26. _

“[WThatever arguments polit-
ical leaders make about separa-
tion of church and state in the

- E¥LifWay

CHURCH BUSES

Buses provided for LifeWay by

Carpenter Bus Sales
Franklin, TN * Since 1953

T g

experience of a lifetime!”
‘early bird" special.

heavenly road to Hana.

TN.
this price.

‘Hawaiian Born Pastor to Host 19-Day
Hawaii
Cruise

Christian Group will have
- Daily Devotions on Board Ship

“‘Aloha! My name is David Burgess. | am a native born Hawaiian
and have been in the Lutheran Ministry since 1981. This will be the
12" Your Man Tours Hawaiian Vacation I've hosted. YMT does a
terrific job specializing in Hawaii. And now | am especially excited
to be your host and Christian spiritual director on this Holland
America Line deluxe Hawaiian Cruise, offered exclusively through
| Your Man Tours. We'll have daily devotions while on board ship,
“and | look forward to our meetings where | can add my insight and
knowledge about the islands. Come home with me to Hawaii for an
Plan ahead and take advantage of this
Depart September 24, 2006; fly into
Seattle/Vancouver; and board your 5-STAR deluxe cruise ship the
ms Ryndam. Ports include Victoria on Vancouver Island, B.C.
Hilo, Hawaii; Kona, Hawaii; Honolulu, Oahu; Nawiliwili, Kauai; and
Lahaina, the old whaling capital of Maui.
opportunity on optional shore excursions to visit an orchid nursery;
view the molten lava flows at Volcanoes National Park: walk the
black sand beaches; watch Hawaiian cowboys ride and rope; visit
Diamond Head, Waikiki, and the Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor;
enjoy the Polynesian Cultural Center; take a.riverboat to the
romantic Fern Grotto; visit Waimea Canyon, the Grand Canyon of
the South Pacific; and on Maui visit Haleakala Crater or take the
You'll then sail across the big blue
beautiful Pacific to Los Angeles and fly home October 12. Prices
(per person, double occupancy) start at only $1799 for inside
staterooms; $2199 for outside ocean view staterooms: and $3099
for larger outside staterooms with private balcony. Add $329 port
charges, taxes, gov't fees, & service charge. Add $500 for airfare
from Huntsville, AL; Nashville, Knoxville, Memphis or Chattanooga,
Family & friends welcome. $100 deposits are now due for
For information, reservations,
letter from Pastor Burgess & brochure call:

‘YOUR MAN’ TOURS

You'll have the

1-800-968-7626

‘Prayerfully seekin:

public schools, most A
don't seem to be pe
Gallup’s David W. Mo &
in an online analysis,

According to the pol
cent of Americans say
has “about the right a
presence in public seh |,
11 percent say it
much.” '

The number of [,
favor of an amendmen: s
mostly steady for more
decades.
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MINISTRY — PAS R
McMinnville First Bapt 33
is seeking a visionar g
driven individual with : s
church growth, evange
sions, and outreach t¢ i
our pastor. FBC is a \
lished SBC church wit at
age Sunday morning &
of 350. Qualified ¢ M4
must have a semina i
with a minimum of 5y
rience. Send resume:
sumes @yahoo.com b &1

POSd
First Baptist Church, F §
Ala., is seeking a full-t £
If you feel God lead
send your resume, p
to Pastor Search (
222 College St., Rog
35652 or e-mail t«
son @netzero.net.

SPOOR
First Baptist Church,
Tenn., is now acCepin
for a full-time pastc s
Please send resume @&
terey First Baptist C &l
North Chestnut St., il
TN 38574. Post to th aii
of Sonny Gilpatrick.

seee BE
Tusculum Hills Bapti: Fute*
Nashville, Tenn., is ES0Sae
resumes for a full- &
through Nov. 1. P!
resume to Pastor S
mittee, Attn. Michae a8
Box 3056, Brenl®
37027. |

'

GO Pd
Bethel Baptist Chur
field, Tenn., is no)ae
resumes until 9-30-
time pastor. Please ¢
to Bethel Baptist (
Box 135, Greenfield

L A
Traditional rural ¢
vision to grow, BBQF_‘
Send resume to G
Church, 410 Old
Bethpageyu TN 3702

e
First Baptist Chu
Tenn., is accepting
the position of full
Please send resur
First Baptist Chun
690, Celina, TN

Pastor Search Corr
* o ‘

pastor at FBC L
Send resume alon
or video to Pastor
mittee, 506 2nd S#
AL 35016.
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book review

| ¥n Ferguson

A Life Well Lived

By Tommy Nelson
Broadman & Holman, 2005

% oy life. Trust God. And live for His glory.” That’s
] =~ Nelson’s summation of Solomon’s wisdom from

vk of Ecclesiastes.

on, the pastor of Bible Denton Church in Den-

zas,-since 1977 and author of A Life Well Lived,

i‘-—L
prof ears dgo with very practical implications for

ﬁ,é mon had everything the world could oﬂ'er him
i - -th, wisdom, and pleasure. He candidly admits
aa‘gg;f 1 everything to satisfy his appetite for life. “If
9t =re was a man who could find meaning outside
¢i=] it was Solomon. In terms of intelligence, indus-
1% | | accomplishments, he had it all. ... If Solomon
Mi7} - discover the secret to life it can’t be done,”
. Lt Nelson in his introduction.
= mon wrote Ecclesiastes at the end of his life —
m‘g ‘had failed and repented. As he looked back on
| Solomon discovered that life itself is vanity. In
, you lose everything. All that you toiled for is
4 | Someane else who has done nothing to earn it.
after you die, youre forgotten. It’s as if you

5n admits that the one thing he really lnves

Ceclesiastes 1s that “Solomon is brutally hon-
_i=cause God has set eternity in man’s heart

astes 3:11), man will never be ultimately
B m this life, according to Nelson. “Solomon had
‘r: ‘toney than you can even comprehend and said
]g !is not worth anything if you can’t take a drive
¢ ‘untry, enjoy a piece of cheesecake, or watch a
o Tl game on a cool autumn night. Solomon says
. | 1ld celebrate and enjoy life for what it is — a
iJ 5 glﬂ; from God.”
na happmess comes th.ruugh walkmg with Him

mmation of Ecclesiastes 8, Nelson says that
P44 shows us that wisdom endures even when it
 { lerstood. “Life is not fair, and God almost never
answers. Solomon emphasizes the importance
in the face of trials. ... Poise means you don’t
-1+ to outside circumstances.”
& ng Ecclesiastes in light of the aftermath of
A1e Katrina was especially timely. As Nelson
" > Solomon doesn’t pretend that life is always
ur. God does what He pleases. “Then I saw all
[\ | ' has done. No one can comprehend what goes
* the sun. Despite all his efforts to search it
ﬂﬂl_lnut discover its meaning. Even if a wise
. o] 18 he knows, he cannot really comprehend it”

® why Solomon concludes that the enjoyment
& a gift from God. Only those who recognize it
B it is will understand it and find fulfillment.
® s unpredictable and mysterious, just like the
| look at things that go on in the world and we
1%l e a clue as to what God is doing. But we have
S -Iun because He is the one who makes and

¥ central point that he has made six other
: shuuld-enjuy life with wisdom. You will get

rour fun.”
i ‘}!] astes is packed with wisdom, and Nelson
& 1in his well-written study that a person who
;) Solomon’s wisdom will wind up looking like
15| | — Ferguson is a correspondent for the Baptist
“ ctor.

aader's on a journey through words written over .

Bible teaching

Understand God’s eternal plan

By Mark Brown

Focal Passage: Ephesians 1:1-
14

If you have acquired a comput-
er, a cell phone, or a digital cam-
era, then you have been exposed
to an instruction manual of new
technology. And, if you are not
blessed with a certain geek quali-
ty, you have most likely had to
read at least one section of said
manual more than once.

As one who wants a cell phone
that only takes calls and makes
calls, I am baffled by all the new
fangled ideas encompassed in a
device that hangs from my belt. I
need to give myself an afternoon
to sit down with the phone and
the instructions to figure this
thing out, but I am reluctant to do
that because I only want to use
the phone for one basic reason:
calls.

This Scripture passage for this
week’s lesson is an instruction
manual crossed with a love-note
from an older sibling in the faith.
It was very much that mixture for
those new believers who first read
it and I think it remains so for us.
Read the first 14 verses of Ephe-
sians 1 without paying attention
to verses or editorial breaks in
your particular Bible. It’s a lovely
piece of writing. It opens with a
warm welcome to new family
members and explains how this
opportunity came to be. The Cre-

ator made this opportunity avail-
able to us and blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiri-
tual blessing in Christ (v 3).

Paul goes on to say God predes-
tined us to be adopted (v. 5). As
one who believes humans have
free will, I understand this to
mean God loved us from the first
hint of creation and wanted us to
come into relationship with Him
through the gift of Jesus. Verse
seven reminds us of our redemp-
tion and the forgiveness of our
sins, emphasizing that God
employed all wisdom and under-
standing in gracing us so wonder-
fully.

I am particularly taken with
the ninth verse; And He made
known to us the mystery of His
will, according to His good pleas-
ure, which He purposed in
Christ... Read it again. And He
made known to us the mystery of
His will, according to His good
pleasure, which He purposed in
Christ... God instilled with us the
sense of mystery, which, verse 10
says, will come to be revealed in
due course and time. It's okay
that we don’t get it. According to
Paul, we don’t have to. Whew,
that’s a relief for me. I do not have
to understand how the resurrec-
tion is going to happen, the sci-
ence of how the world was creat-
ed, or if a rich man can enter

heaven. At the basic level, these
are all mysterious.

Are you saved?¢

By Kevin Shrum

Focal Passage: Romans 3:21-
4:25

Who is a Christian? What does
it mean to be a Christian? Does
walking an aisle, saying the “sin-
ner’s prayer,” and showing some
emotional response make one a
Christian? These are important
questions. Paul has spent the
majority of the first three chapters
of Romans in exploring and
explaining the concept of sin and
our depravity before God. He has
also affirmed that all are sinners,
separated from God — sinners
unable to save themselves. Howev-
er, Romans 3:21 begins the most
remarkable section of teaching
concerning God’s redemptive plan.

Saved only by His
righteousness, 3:21-26

How is a person saved? We are
saved by having a righteousness
that is not humanly produced or
that is produced by the Law (v.
21). God’s righteousness is imput-
ed to us by faith in Jesus Christ
(v. 22). Though all have sinned, all
those who believe are justified by
grace, being redeemed (bought)
by Jesus Christ (vv. 23-24). Jesus
atoned for our sin so that God
could remain just in His holy
judgment and also the redeemer
of sinners (vv. 25-26). God’s holi-
ness and love are held together in
Jesus Christ. God did not set
aside His holiness in order to

redeem us. God’s “holiness offend-
ed” must be satisfied. Yet, God’s

- love and grace acted in Jesus

Christ so that Jesus would be the
greatest expression of God’s grace
and so that He would take upon
Himself the punishment our sins
deserved. Thus, in Jesus Christ
God is able to maintain His holi-
ness and also save sinners by
grace!
Saved not to boast, vv. 27-31

Because we are saved by God
alone, we have no room to boast.
We cannot boast in the Law
because we are unable to keep it
(v. 27). In fact, we are justified
(declared not guilty) by God in
Christ (v. 28). This means that
both Jew and Gentile are saved
the same way — by faith alone, by
grace alone, in Christ alone (vwv.
29, 30)! God’s actions uphold the
Law because the Law drives us to
our knees and to Christ (v. 31)!

Abraham as an example,

4:1-22

Paul uses Abraham as an
example. Abraham believed God
and it was credited to him as
righteousness (v. 3). Abraham’s
faith was not a work, but a simple
trust in God that was honored as
saving faith (vv.' 4-8). Did Abra-
ham have such faith before or
after circumcision was instituted?
Abraham believed God before cir-
cumecision so that no Jew can say
God credited him as righteous
due to the work of circumcision

Sunday School Lesson
Family Bible Series
Oct. 2

It's taken most of my middle-
aged life, but T have come to cele-
brate the mystery of the Almighty
God. I mean if I could figure out
God, then He really wouldn’t be
all that complex and mysterious
because, as I have noted, I have
trouble with my cell phone.

Jump to verse 13 and read it
and verse 14 about as fast as you
can. (I like to think of it as the
fine print in this section of the
instruction manual.) We who
heard and believed have been pre-
sented with a seal; we have been

‘embossed with the Paraclete. The

Holy Spirit is a deposit or — even
better — an initial installment
payment that guarantees what
we will yet receive as redeemed
children of God. Think of Blessed
Assurance, that great song of
faith. “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is
mine/Oh, what a foretaste of glory
divine ... .” What a foretaste
indeed!

My prayer is that we spend
more time with this instruction
manual than the ones that come
with our technological gadgets. Q
— Brown is director of news and
publications at Carson-Newman
College and a member of First Bap-
tist Church, Jefferson City.

Sunday School Lesson
Explore the Bible
Ot 2

(vv. 9-12). Nor was Abraham cred-
ited as righteous because of the
Law because Abraham believed
God prior to the Law (vv. 13-15).
Instead, Abraham’s faith was
credited because he believed the
promise of God prior to circumci-
sion, prior to the Law, and prior to
the birth of Isaac (vv. 18-21).
Abraham believed God would ful-
fill the promise to make him a
father of many nations even
though he and Sarah were old
and beyond child-birthing years.
The God who raised Jesus from
the dead would produce life out of
two persons who were dead.

Credited righteousness,

vv, 22-25

Just as God credited righteous-
ness to Abraham, God credits right-
eousness to us based upon our
standing in Jesus Christ, “for us
who believe in Him who raised
Jesus our Lord from the dead. He
was delivered over to death for our
sins and was raised to life for our
justification.” So, who is a Christ-
ian? A Christian is one who has
fully trusted Christ as Lord and
Savior and has experienced being
delivered from sin, death, and
hopelessness. 1 — Shrum is pastor
of Inglewood Baptist Church,
Nashvilie.
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DISASTER RELIEF Childcare
volunteers and others who
served Sept. 10-17 in the Reliant
Arena in the Astrodome complex
in Houston, Texas, were, from left,
standing, Kathy Sims, First Bap-
tist Church, Concord, Knoxville;
Margaret Langston, Amarillo,
Texas, and Aline Van Dixon,
Hamer Baptist Church, Ramer;
and seated, Lavonne Harris,
Upper Green River Baptist
Church, Waynesboro; Susan Bur-
gin, Piney Grove Baptist Church,
Del Rio; and Debbie and Alan
Bohannan, East Athens Baptist
Church, Athens. -

i \\j\,LdeT Ld (1 (ﬁl BflPFhFSTL C'ﬂ‘tw(‘f )‘\
 THANKS

_—

7 c’nnet,:rf'-:f?_

E ]_}‘ HT{MJL N“ ist [_,huu! J}hﬂwn Cit

b+ "'--ﬂl‘—i'-.
3 vy :

f&ﬁiﬁ:;j {}‘E R

!H PHOTOS ABOVE are signs of a new relationship benveen Henrage Baptist Church, Johnson Crty and
West Laurel Baptist Church, Laurel, Miss. In photo to right, the church sign was blown over by the hurricane.
In photo above, a sign made by members of the church thank the Tennesseans, who sent a tractor trailer
load of non-perishable items to the church and a team of eight men to do clean up.

THESE TEAMS FROM Cumber!and Baptist Assocra tion, Clarkswﬂe above, and Noiachucﬁgy Baptist Asso-
ciation, Morristown, below, served in Baton Rouge and Covington, La., Sept. 4-11. Carolyn Watson of Hill-
dale Baptist Church, Clarksville, served as “blue cap” of the teams. Adam and Pat Hall of Martin served as
chaplains for the volunteers. Adam Hall is retired Baptist Collegiate Ministries director, University of Ten-
nessee - Martin. Serving on the Nolachucky Association team were, from left, front row, Pat Hall, Don Owen,
and Adam Hall; standing, Clint Baldwin, unidentified volunteer, Pete Anderson, Greg Owen, Kathryn and
Hay Vanyo, Margaret and George Bradley, Clyde Helton, Tom Winkler, and Delmas Coffey.

VOLUNTEERS FROM Cumberfand Gap Baptist Association, Harrogate, prepared meals for evacuees stay-
ing at the Knox County Convention Center at the Knox County Baptist Association office. They included, from
left, in photo to left, Sherry Martin, First Baptist Church, New Tazewell; Donnie Fox, Haynes Flat Baptist
Church, Speedwell; and Jennifer Hass, First Church, New Tazewell. In photo to right are Carol Thomas, First
Church, New Tazewell; David Jones, Pump Springs Baptist Church, Harrogate; and Sherry Martin.

Tennessee news

Y s s A R i

JANELLE BLY of Shdeﬂ La., - who lost her home in Hurrican
is comforted by Margaret Bradley of Greeneville at a disaster
ter operated by Grace Memorial Baptist Church, Slidell, —
Morris Abernathy

R e e e ey e ..

JUDY FREE of R;dgewew Baptfst JOE SHAFFER of Sul™®
Church, Church Hill, cleans out tist Church, Kfngspan
flood damage for a homeownerin cut up limbs with oth: S8
Slidell, La., along with others from  Tennessee Baptist cha @

a Tennessee Baptist mud out unit. ~ for a homeowner in S8
3 Photo by John Swain

Tennessese
Baptisis
serve Katrina

o
S A

JAMES SHACKLEFORD and Tommy Hanard o! First B: 2
Church Hill, with Roy Bradley of Maple Hill Baptist Chure!
pull brush from cut trees in Slidell, La. They were a part
relief team from Holston Valley Baptist Association, Roge™®
served Sept. 9-18. :




