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. Call to Prayer preced~s TBC annual. meeting 
By Lonnie Wilkey \ and _associations. 
Baptist and Ref~ectar "They have a burden for 

BRENTWOOD - For the 
second consecutive year, the 
annual meeting of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention 
will be preceded by a Call to 
Prayer. 

The Call to Prayer will be 
held Nov. 14 from 10 a.m.
Noon at-First Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, host of this year's 
annual meeting which will be 
held Nov. 15-16. 

All Tennessee Baptists are 
invited to the time of prayer 
preceding the annual meet-
mg. . 

A similar prayer focus, initi
ated last year by David Green, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Greeneville, was held prior to 
last year's meeting at First 

-Baptist Church, Sevie~lle, 
and received positive com
ments and support. 

TBC leaders decided to 
make it an official- part of thi~ 
year's annual meeting. 

"The Call to Prayer affords 

FREEMAN PIERSON 

Tennes~ee Baptists gather
ing for the convention . an 
opportunity to draw nearer 
unto God," said James Porch, 
TBC executive director-treas-
urer. 

. "Our convention is all about 
seeking to do God's will in 
every sess10n. 

"There is no better way to 
prepare for this gathering 
than to spend ·time totally 
focused on seeking to know 
God's desires for Tennessee 
Baptists," Porch said. 

TBC President Roger Free
man, pastor of FBC, Clarks
ville, supports the effort. 

"Dr. Porch felt it was a good 
idea to continue since we feU 
into last year by a providence 

PORCH PULLEY 

since Greg Frizzell twho led 
·the conference) was in . town 
after speaking on Sunday in 
(at FBC) Greeneville." 

Freeman observed that 
"God's unseen hand of love, 
favor, and protection Will be 
more evident when we pray 
and seek His face. 

"My prayer is that we will 
be united, courteous, loving, 
and have much wisdom in all 
discussions and decisions this 
year," he said. 

The prayer conference will 
be led· by Don Pierson, TBC 
prayer coordinator. 

"I believe the Call to 
Prayer at the convention is a 
reflection of what is already 
happening in ·our chu:rches 

united prayer for revival and 
spiritual awakening," Pierson 
said. 

He noted many associations 
a<:ross the state are issuing 
calls to prayer for unity among 
churches, the lost, and · for 
revival. "This is happening all 
over the place," he said. 

Pierson · said the Call to 
Prayer before the annual 
meeting will focus on prayer 
for "us primarily as a people 
and a denomination." 

Pierson said the Call to 
Prayer-will follow the outline 
of Hosea 10:12 - "Sow Unto 
Yourselves in Righteousness," 
"Reap in Mercy," "Break Up 
Your Fallow Ground," "Time to 
Seek the Lord," and "Rain 
Righteousness Upon You." 

The Call to Prayer will be 
led by Pierson, Porch, Free
man, and Dennis Pulley, 
director of missions for Cum
berland Baptist Association, 

,headquartered in Clarks
ville. 0 
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Velrgne couple find 'unclturclted, reward•~·~·n=':· ==""'C~a_____,_n---.-...ada 
nie Davis Bushey they wouldn>t have it any -
and Reflector other way, the couple said. 

Puckett has served· for a 
EDWARD year and a half as pastor of 

Canada - Mark King's Way Christian Fellow-
had a comfortable sit- ship, Montague, Prince 

pastor of South Gate Edward Island. The new con
Church, Antioch, a gregation, begun by a church 

of Nashville. in the capital city of Charlot-
vv·.,.,. he had served the tetown 30 miles away, was · 

for six years. The meeting in a hardware store _ 
Af}aLd start~d an African and drawing abo,ut 25 to W0r

congregation and a ship when tlie Pucketts 
congregation. arrived. 

after leading several He developed a J;elationship 
trips to Canada to · with members while serving 

the Tennessee/Canada on mission trips and during a · 
Partnership, Puckett . summer when he and Linda 

.hould start a new min- coordinated the work of mis
in Canada. sion groups. Mark took a leave 
ett and his wife, Linda, of absence from South Gate to 
that - on faith. They do that. 
~h American Mission Today, King's Way is draw
v.lission Service Corps ing about 50 to worship in its 
ers. In other words, newly renovated building, 
tse much of their own reported· . Mark Puckett. 
. They receive the Recently the congregation 
r of their support from held "our first baptismal serv
s and individuals who ice in our own facility," he 
-with them in their described. The baptistry was a 

' former fish tank remodeled 
into a baptistry by members of 
Judson Baptist Church, 

situation may seem 
:s3 secure than when 
:re in Tennessee, but Nashville. 

MARK PUCKEIT, pastor, King's Way Christian Fellowship; Montague, Prince Edward Island, Cana
da conducts the congregation's first baptism in its own facility recently. The baptistry was construct
ed, utilizing a former fish tank, by some men of Judson Baptist Church, Nashville. 

"We have seen the Lord Tennessee have blessed in Activities held this summer 
ble~s us in many ways here," many ways, through mission were a factor in these positive 
said Puckett. teams, financial support, and developments, explained 

"New families have c<i>me ta prayer," added Puckett. Puckett. This summer King's 
us, doubling our worship One outward sign of the Way Fellowship, with the help 
attendance. Several have come blessings received by the of Tennessee mission groups, 
to-faith in Christ. We baptized Pucketts is that King's Way is held a Kid's Klub which 
three in July. in the process of constituting enrolled 80 children. It was 

"Our partner churches in as-a church, said Puckett. - See Pucketts, page 3 
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Baptist workers 
struggle to aid 
qualce victims 
Baptist Press 

• 

magnitude quake and multi
tudes of homeless people crowd
ing the road. Relief team mem
bers tried to reach the village in 
a Land Cruiser packed with 
tents and supplies, but traveled 
only 8 kilometers in three hours 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan - before turning back to a dam
Southern Baptist aid workers aged Christian hospital where 
are contending with bone-chill- they are aiding survivors. 
ing rains, roads jammed with "The whole road is just full of 
homeless survivors, and mobs people," another Southern Bap
desperate for help as they take tist worker explained. "Their 
relief supplies into the heart of homes have been destroyed and 
Pakistan's earthquake-devas- they're standing on the road, 
tated Kashmir. waiting for anything that comes 

With 11 workers on the by. We tried to stop and distrib
ground, more on the w~y - and ute some tents and it turned 
$150,000 in Southern Baptist into a mob in about 10 seconds. 
disaster relief funds - the relief We were trying to give tents to 
team is transporting truckloads faffiilies, but at one time there 
of medical supplies,. tents, and were· about 50 people gathered 
food into mountain areas near around the back of the Land 
the epicenter of the worst earth- Cruiser, almost attacking us. 
quake in modern Pakistani his- "It reminds you of the Exo-.. 
tory. dus. They're walking; they're on 

"Our people are getting into cars, on top of trucks. We 
areas that other organizations couldn't get (to the village], so 
aren't ·getting into because we we turned around and came 
know the local language," the back to the hospital. Last night 
team's coordinator said Oct. 11 we waited until it was complete
from their temporary base in ly dark and drove up a dry 
Islamabad, Pakistan's capital. riverbed for quite a ·ways until 
"The U.N. and all the big guys we ·got to some villages on the 
are taking care of easy-to-get-to - side of the mountain. People 
places. We're trying to get to were just sitting ou.t on the edge 
pl~ces nobody will go. . of the · riverbank. They had 

"So many are homeless and nowhere to go. We -offered them 
today it rained. People are hun- some tents and made some good 
kered down under whatever kind contacts." 
of shelter they _can find, so we're Meanwhile, the team h~s set 
buying as many tents as we can up a large t~nt-on the grounds of 
find. We're sending daily truck- the damaged hospital near the 
loads of food up into these areas. quake's epicenter. From that for
We've chosen one village that ward base, they're distributing 
seems to be overlooked and we're food and tents to homelest;-faro-
declaring it our responsibility to ilies. ......- • -
get them back up on their feet as One of the Southern Baptist 
quickly as possible. More than 68 workers, trained in emergency 

• people have died in this one vii- first aid, is working in tent "clin
lage and God has impressed on ics" with a Pakistani doctor and 
us: This is ours, let's get these three German pediatric nurses. 
people in homes or at least shel- They're treating hundreds of 
~rs, let's get them food, let's get injured survivors streaming in 
some doctors in there." from flattened villages in the 

But getting there at all 
remains a challenge. 

The damaged village, a two
hour walk off a mountain high
way, lies beyond b~rriers of 
landslide debris left by the. 7:6-

-

region. 
"The injuries are all bad - a 

lot of broken bones, compound 
fractures, big lacerations," he 
reported after returning for the 
night to Islamabad Oct. 11. 

. . 
• 

The Southern Baptist work
ers are urgently recruiting doc
tors and other medical volUI.l- · 
teers to come to the area. Other 
disaster-trained volunteers like
ly will be mobilized later, but for 
now the difficult conditions and 
logistics call for patience. 

"It's very, very rugged," the 
team coordinator said. "The vol
unteers we're looking for have 
gotta be tough and they've got to 
be re~dy to sleep out under the 
stars." 

For more information on cur
rent and future volunteer needs, e
mail southasiavim@wigtake.org a 

Food 
cease; clean up 
to continue 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - More than 
245 Tennessee Baptist Disaster 
Relief volunteers were serving 
Oct. 14 in Louisiana and Missis
sippi helping. victfms of Hurri
cane Rita in mass feeding, recov
ery, communkations, shower, 
and laundry ministries, accord
ing to State Disaster Relief 
director David Acres. 

Around 50 mass feeding vol
unteers served lunch Oct. 14 in 
Sulphur, La., before closing 
down the Tennessee state feed
ing unit at First B_aptist Church 
of Maplewood, near Lake 
Charles, La. At least four recov
ery teams are also serving in 
Sulphur. More recovery teams 
are needed. 

The remaining Tennessee 
unit on site at Sulphur is First 
Baptist Church, Hendersonville 
laundry. 

The Tennessee state childcare 
unit c~osed its operation Oct. 11 at 
the FEMA and Salvation Army 
Family Services Center in Alexan
dria, La. Other recovery sites in 
operation in Louisiana are: Grace 
Memorial Baptist Church in 
Slidell where four teams are sta
tioned along with the Tennessee 
state shower unit; and First Bap
tist Church, Bogalusa where 
three teams ru::e serving. 

Recovery teams opentU: 
Mississippi include fh-e t. 
at Grace Memorial Ba 
Church in Gulfport wbert 
Chilhowee Baptist Asaoa, 
shower unit remains. 

The Shiloh Baptist AM 
tion feeding team retu 
home Oct . 8 after worltin 
the Texas state feeding 
which was in operation a 
Ford Arena in Beaumont. T 

The Madison-Chester Bt 
Association unit closed its 
ing operations Ocr. 1: 
Franklin with lunch. 

Since feeding orera 
began Aug. 31, Tennes~ 
tists feeding sites in Louif 
Mississippi, Texas, and 
nessee reported more 
214,163 meals served for I 
cane Katrina and 137,728 
served for Hurricane Rita. 

Trained disaster relief' 
teers are still needed for 
up operations. For inform 
call (615) 371-2007. 

Tennessee Baptist Di 
Relief is accepting donati' 
help serve hurricane vi 
Donations for Hurricane 
Relief Fund may be sent u 
nessee Baptist Disaster 
Tennessee Baptist ConvE 
P.O. Box 728, Brentwoo 
37024-0728. Donations m1 
be made online at www. 
tist.org. a 

1MB misslona 
writes •oolc 
••out attack 
Baptist Press 

RICHMOND 
McDonnall, the 

. Mission Board worker w 
fered major injuries as t 
survivor of an insurgent 
that killed her husb&I 
three other workers in 
March 2004, has released 
chronicling her story call! 
ing Terror. 

The book recounts 
that led her and her h1 
David, to Iraq and serv, 
call to serve Christ. a 

State ch~plains holil annu_al retrea_t in Ne 

THE 2005 Chaplains Retreat was held Oct. 6-7 at Carson Springs Con
ference Center in Newport. The chaplains serve across Tennessee in 
both paid and volunteer positions in ministries including military, hospi
tal, restorative justice, truck stop, computer outreach, and more. 

• 

$ELECTED AS officers for the 2006 Chaplains Rst 
from left, Bill Tober, past president; Charles Covington, 
president; Beverly Smothers, Tennessee Baptist C£ 
staff; Linda Knott, president; and Jim Whitley, second\ 
ident. 
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e~force111ent officers 1 sland • 1n the gap1 
~ . . . 

news service 

.AJur.&:.~CREST, N.C. - Cops 
:burch people both have a 

view of the world. 
• nne look at the world and 

about 9Q percent of people 
church members look at 

lror.ld and think about 90 
are good," said Jack Poe, 

with the Oklahoma 
Department. "Nei

lnt>·w.is accurate, but we all 
.• ,.,. .. !lctions on our percep-

joined other chaplains, 
arid spouses at the Law 

cement Summit, spon
by and held at Life Way 

Conference Center 
N.C., Oct. 

a law enforce
ptncer, it's hard to 

at everyone with 
" Poe said, 

~ ....... ., can mean sur-
the job. ChW'ch 

however, look 
and "want to 

, .... au the benefit of 
.and wonder 

have to be so 

· ·"You are called to your job as 
much as I am called to mine " 

' Eldred said. 
"If you don't feel called to be a 

law enforcement officer, then 
you need to get out," Poe said. 

Poe told the officers that law 
breaking begap. with Adam and 
Eve. "They only had one rule -
one rule - and they broke it," he 
s~d. "It started there. People 
still want to break the laws and 
regulations they ;u-e given. But 
wi~hout these laws and regula
tions, we descend into chaos." 

Using the picture of sheep 
and shepherds, :Poe compared 
law enforcement officers to the 
sheepdogs. "'n God's purpose, we 
are sheepdogs of an assigned 
flock of sheep, aware and 

public may look 
eiiforcement offi
rough, tough, and 
Poe said, "but 
on my years of 

ement with the 
nepartment, - l 
am accurate in 

TIM ELDRED~ left, ·a chaplain with the 
Ruthedord County Sheriff's Department, 
and Richard Poe, a chaplain with the Okla
homa City Police Department, spoke dur
ing the recent L;aw Enforcement Summit in 
Ridgecrest, N.C. - Photo by Kent Harville 

that there is a higher 
of Christian law · 

~~ment offi.cer:s than Chris
in other fields. They 
have to have that spiri- . 

pll·ectt.on- to survive." 
A caJJing . 

Eldred, chaplain for 
Ltherford County Sher
~ce, and Poe talked with 
cers about the calling of a 
Ol'lOODilertt officer. 

trained to look out for and pro
tect those that the wolves intend 
to destroy or devour," he said. 
'We are the sheepdogs, the war
rio:r:s, out there to sacrifice our
selves, if neces·s~, to protect 
those sheep." 

Billy Perry, a detective and 
SWAT team leader from the 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Sheriff's 
Office, continued with the 
sheepdog metaphor. "The first 

defense is our presence. Just, us 
being there can . deter the 
wolves." 

He said there were two 
things officers have to remem
ber as sheepdogs. ''First, don't 
let the wolves get to the sheep 
when you're in charge. We need 
to use our bark first, but we 
have the teeth, the bite, and will 
use it when necessary. Second, 
don't turn on the sheep you are 
required to protect." 

Poe, ~ho also served· as an 
event coordinator, said the law 
enforcement officer's job is to 
stand in the gap- between tbe 
public and those who want to 
hurt others. "For people, their 
safe place is behind us. Romans 
13 tells us that we are the war
riors ordained bY. God." 

Warriors as Samaritans 
Using the story of the Good 

Samarit~n, Poe compared the 
officers to the Samaritan. "The 
Good Samaritan stayed focused 
on his task, but don't you know 
he also counted the cost?" Poe 
said. "I'm convinced that at 
some point, he must have been 
tempted to dump the victim off 
his donkey and just walk away. 
Have you ever been tempted to 
dump someone off your _donkey? 
Someone that just wouldn't lis
ten to you, who kept doing the 
same stupid thing over and 
over? Sure! 

"But the Samaritan was 
moved by compassion and he 
made the right choice'," Po~ said. 
"And we have to make the right 
choices. Our destiny is not a 
matter of chance; it's a matter of 
choice." 

Protectors 
Richard Land, president of 

the Southern Baptist Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commis
sion and author of the newly 
published book, Imagine! A God 
Blessed America, published by 
Broadman & Holman, spoke to 
the officers for a second 

How t~ honor your oHicers 
LifeWay news service 

RIDGECREST, N.C. - Law 
enforcement officers are mem
bers of the police department, 
sheriff's office, and the FBI. 
Th~y are school resource offi.
cers and in the military. 

What can a local church do 
for these men and women who 
protect us? Here are some sug
gestions. 

(1) Sponsor an officer and 
spouse ~or the 2006 Law 
Enforcement Summit at Life
Way Ridgecrest Conference 
Center to be held Oct. 3-5. 

(2) Honor local law enforce-

straight year. 
Land told the offipers that 

they fill a crucial role in society. 
"I don't have the right to take 
justice into my own hands. You 
are the protectors. [When there 
is a J?roblem], I expect you to 
come and put [the lawbreakers] 
i~jail. Then I expect the govern
ment to execute justice." 

The problems of America are 
of the heart, he said, · and too 
often, law enforcement officers 
are forced to deal with the result 
of troubled homes. "Eighty per
cent of the people in prisons 
come from fatherless homes. 
Boys who grow up in fatherless· 
homes are 300 percent more 
likely to get in trouble with the 
-law." 

Officers and families 
Tim :ijawsey, who served as . 

moderator of the summit, is a 
career law enforcement officer. · 
He is the assistant police chief 
in Flomaton, Ala., and also 
serves as minister of music and 
youth at First Baptist Church, 
Bratt, Fla., just across the state 
line. Hawsey and his wife, 
Diana, led a conference for offi
cers and their spouses on the 

~ 

ment officers with a special 
time of rec9gnition in a wor
ship service. 

(3),Pra:y for the law enforce
ment officers. Pray for their 
safety, health, . courage, and 
character. Pray for their fami
lies. Find out specific requests 
and pray for those. 

(4) Support a chaplain. 
Many smaller agencies don't 
have chaplains, and officers 
need the special ministry a 
chaplain provides. A group of 
churches can pool resources 
and support a full-time chap
lain or pay for training for an 
existing chaplain. 0 

special. stresses of being a law 
enforcement family. 

'We don't have the most 
physically dangerous job, but 
emotionally, we have the most 
dangerous job in the world," Tim 
Hawsey said, .adding the pres
sure 'is multiplied because the 
officer's family can't help but be 
a part ofthejob. This is ~special
ly. true in a small town. 

"You get the officer's children 
going to school with the children 
of a drug dealer the officer 
arrested," he said. "You may 
have a SWAT team member who 
had to kill the father of some of 
his children's friends. At the gro
cery store you might see some
one you arrested and who 
threatened you or your farniJy." 

It's -in the nature of an officer 
to want to be where the action 
is, he said. "It's always a tempta
tion to run out and work that 
wreck or robbery when you 
aren't on duty, or work more 
hours for the overtime, but you 
need to have someone in your 
life who . will stop you and 
remind you to have a responsi
bility··to your family. You need 
that quality time at home." 0 

couple fincl unclturcltecl, re11ffarcls in ••• 
and 

weeks. Linda 
ministries at 

~s picking up and taking 
iree girls who 1ive about 

tes away," recalled 
:1te third week the old
who is 7, said she want
!ar '"songs about God. 
!r several rounds of 
•ns, I .figured out she 
ferring to the music 
ere singing at Kid's 
dded Puckett. 
old the girl he didn't 
~ sop.gs. He would have 
b.e CD and they would 
them the next day. 

'Y day we would listen 
songs about God' both 
and going. 
of the songs was a rap 
ilf the hymn, 'To God Be 
ry.' " When it played, 
Puckett, from the rear . 

view mirror, "I could see their 
hands waving back and forth in 
the air, giving glory to God. 
Remember, these were little 
girls who had never been to 
church. 

"That's our passion at King's 
Way," continued Puckett, "to 
reach the unreached, and they 
are many." 

The need among Canadians 
is great in Prince Edward 
Island, but it is even greater in 
Newfoundland, an island in the 
Atlantic. The province is the 
size of Oklahoma and has no 
Southern Baptist church "and 
little evangelical presence of 
any kind," he reported. 

Puckett has offered to minis
ter there although it is 300 
miles from PEl. He is church 

-starting coordinator for New
feundland for the Canadian 
Convention of Southern Bap
tists. It is a volunteer position. 

"According to census figures, 

the.capital city of St. John's is$ 
percent evangelical in prefer
ence." 

Today in N ewfound,land, 
Puckett said, most people 
under 50 "have little interest in 
spiritual matters at all. 

"There is very little concept 
of what it means to have a rela
tionship with Jesus Christ. 
Those who consider thems_elves 
religious are primarily basing 
their faitl'\ · on an institution 
and a works-based theology," 
Puckett explained. 

He will go as often as he can. 
His first trip there was this 
summer to work with a team 
from Southern Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary in Louisville, Ky. 
He is seeking partners to help 
with this new ministry. 

This surnme'r he I:net 19 vol
unteers including 13 studtmts 
from the seminary. They served 
several days in St .. John's, :mak
ing about 200 contacts with 

residents as they walked the 
streets. 

"Though the provincial 
motto is 'Seek ye first the king
dom of God,' and though scores 
of beautiful, historic· Anglican 
and Catholic church facilities 
dot the landscape, there is 
very little witness for Christ," 
said J.D. Payri.e, leader of the 
group. 

Team member Sam Dyer 
said of his experience, "I've 
never been to a place in my 
entire life that people didn't 
know what Baptists are." 

Overall, the team found 
many people there to be accept
ing, even eager, to hear the 
gospel. But their reactions to 
church and the entrenched 
mainline Christiariity of New
foundland were more luke
warm. 

The Pucketts are natives of 
LaVergne. After a career in 
radio which led him to Texas, 

Mark· felt the call to ministry. 
In his second career as a minis
ter, he has been the recipient of 
II).any miracles as God worked 
out places for ministry and 
even ·h.ouses for his family, 
which includes two grown 
daughters who live in 
Murfreesboro and a teenage 

·son with them in Canada. 
"It's our nature to tell God 

that if He will provide a mira
cle, we'll follow Him. What we 
have learned on our journey of 
faith to Canada is the reverse," 
said Puckett. 

"If we will follow Him first, 
then we'll see Him provide the 
miracle. He has proven Himself 
faithful time after time. We just 
keep waiting to see what 
incredible things H~s going to 
do n.ext." 

The Pucketts can be reached 
at kingsway@pei.sympatico.ca. 
Q - Norm Miller & Bryan Cribb 
contributed to this story. 

, 
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Snapshots of God 
g es 
co~umnis 

. 
By Linda Lawson 

Editor's note: Linda Lawson is 
a regular correspondent for the 
Baptist and Reflector.. Following is 
her first person account of her ini
tial experience as a disaster relief 
volunteer. 

Returning Oct. 8, from a 
week of disaster relief ministry 
in Sulphur, La. , the seven-mem
ber team from ClearView Bap
tist Church, Franklin, agreed, 
"We have worked hard at times 
in our lives, but we have never 
worked harder for seven consec
utive days." 

other Tennessee Baptist disas
ter relief volunteers at First 
Baptist Church of Maplewood in 
Sulphur, we sweated in the heat 
and humidity when the heat 
index topped 100 degrees sever
al days. We rose at 4 a.m. to pre
pare breakfast for volunteers 
and security personnel. We 
worked until our jobs were done 
each day. . 

Disaster relief services 
included meals, clearing trees 
from atop homes and littering 
yards, a free store of donated 
goods, free items for children, 
laundry, showers, and a medical 
clinic where I worked. 

Working alongside dozens of 

While I have no medical 
training, my job on this, my first 
disaster relief effort, was meet
ing people, helping them fill out 
forms, listening to their stories, 
praying with them, and routing 
them for help to the doctor or 
nurse. 

DAVID WALLS, a chain saw team member from 
First Baptist Church, Millington, got an injured fin
ger bandaged by John Derby, a registered nurse 
from Sulphur, La. Walls was serving with other 
Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers at 
First Baptist Church of Maplewood in Sulphur. 
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Stme as above 

When I reflect 
on the week, my 
mind is flooded 
with snapshots of 
God at work m 
the midst of 
tragedy. 

"I feel so 
stressed" 

A 68-year-old 
man stopped by 
the medical clinic 
one morning to 
have his blood 
pressure checked. 
He had been 
working nonstop 
in the heat to 
clear his yard of 
trees .and debris. 
«I feel so 
stressed," he told 
me. His face vali
dated his words. 
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at ·work in the midst of trag 
When I asked if I 
could pray with 
him, he grabbed 
my hand and 
held on for dear 
life. By the time 
I said "Amen," he 
visibly relaxed, 
smiled, and went 

... on his way. 
A young 

woman, a boiler
maker working 
16-hour days 
preparing the 
refinery where 
she was 
emplo)'ed to re
open, came to the 
clinic ~o get med
ication for bron-

JOHN COLE, a long-time disaster relief vol
unteer from First Baptist Cburch, Huntingdon, 
makes friends with 3-year-old Skylar Alexan
der of Sulphur, La. 

chitis. She said her husband 
'also worked at the refinery and 
they had no time to clear their 
yard or work on their house. 
Their children had been sent to 

addresses to make con
tact. 

"SUNSHINE" the clown, alias Fan 
of Central Baptist Church, Martin, 
smile from Carl Moore of Sulphur, 
he waited in line for food served b) 
ter relief volunteers serving at Fir: 
tist Church of Maplewood in Sulph 

' two neighboring states. As. she 
began to talk, the stress of her 
situation overcame her. One of 

• 
the Tennessee chaplains offered 
a listening ear and encouraging 
words. 

"Thank you" 
''Thanks for coming to help 

us.~' Those were the most com
monly heard words from Sul
phur residents all · week. They 
came as people pickt;d up meals, 
~igned up for tree removal, or 
even got a tetanus shot after 
stepping on a rusty nail. 

After two chain saw teams 
worked together to remove a 
200-yeai-old tr~e.- from a 
woman's yard, she came, to the 
church the next morning to say 
thanks. She became distraught 
when she learned one of the 
teanis had left that morning for 
home. She was given names and 
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On my first afternoon 
in the clinic, volunteers on the 
food line brought a woman iri 
obvious medical distress. She 
was stumbling and slurring her 
words. A friend accompanying 
her said she was a diabetic who 
had been out of insulin for sev
eral days. 

She returned the next day, 
clear-eyed, to say thanks. 

Other expressiohs of grati
tude were written and handed 
to volunteers. And then there 
was a card given to a volunteer 
with a request to pass it to 
someone in charge. It contained 
a tha.nk you note signed ''A sis
ter in Christ" that included 10 
one hundred dollar bills. 

Clowning Around 
Fane Cole, a volunteer from 

Central Baptist Church, Martin, 
dressed up in her clown suit each 
day at noon and visited with per- . 
sons in the food l.i:D.e. While her 
special interest was children to 
whom she gave stuffed animals 
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and candy, she also dr( 
smiles of many adults. 

Hard working volunf 
Members of the chw 

teams returned each ~ 
adorned with sawdust ru 
after a long day of manuE 
Persons at the feeding w 
pared three meals a d 
often wore signs of their 
in the form of chili stair. 
juice, or burns from the c 
handling hot food. 

Those working at the : 
began work at 7:30 a. 
often were still foldin1 
clothes at 9 p.m. : 
staffing the shower 
cleaned stalls a.B people l 
community used them 
the day and volunteers 
mornings and evenings. 

I never heard a cc 
from volunteers. Instel 
praised God for the opp 
to help people in need. 

"Yes" to Jesus 
Early in the week 

brief conversation with 
Geller, a Red Cross 
and freelance writer fJ 
Francisco and then saw 
sionally in the followin~ 

At the Wednesday nil 
ing, she stood before tl 
While she had exuded Cj 

vvhenever I had seen 
time she spoke hesitant 

"' didn't know how I 
accepted here," she saic 
tattoos in many place 
done so many things 
been running from Go 
been trying to find my 
for the last couple of y• 
night God spoke to.me 

She had sought out 
to pray wit\her and 
heart to Christ. Maple 
tor .. Ronnie Burke t 

with Cynthia, g·ave he 
and baptized her the 1 

amid praises and tean 
AB we drove away 

church at 5 a .m. on a 
morning, I felt sad 1 

new friends and have 
what's happening wit' 
those I met. I ca 
exhausted and thank 
for the blessings of 881 

Would I go back to E 
help in another disa 
heartbeat. CJ 

.. -------------------------------------------------------~~--------------------------~--------------------------~--
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.'s W~r.d to Tennessee Baptists 
plished aft~r I had been or prayers. Don't quit when 

· knocked doWn. and then got you are weary. Rest y.our ......... , _ ..... 
back up." Think of it. Had Bill heart, soul, and body on the 

By Roger Freeeman 

let us not be weary in 
rao.m~t.. for in due season 
rnat£ reap, if we faint not. 

~ICJ..l•l1 "~~;·-"·"' 6:9 . 
quit!" That is the 

~ Spirit's encouragement 
' 1n Galatians 6:9. There is 

Baptist pastor, 
on, chutch staff member; 
r member, or Sunday 
ol teacher who is discour-
today. You want to "throw. 

towel." God's Word to 
~~Olla.~ is, "Don't quit!" 

Glass is a Texas Baptist 
,ge.u': sL who leads a dynam

and prison min
Jill Qlass was also an 
All-Pro defensive line

the Detroit Lions and 
Browns in the 

and 60s. Bill Glass said, 
one-half of the·tac.kles I 
in the NFL were accom-

Glass given up after being .lap of the Lord Jesus. Let Him 
knocked down, he would have refresh your spirit. Don't quit. 
never been an All-Pro NFL There must be waiting in 
lineman. Christian ministry. For in 

Have you been knocked due season 
down recently? Well, get back In "due season" God will 
up. Don't quit! The best min- bless. God-works during our 
istry God gives to us often times of waiting. God never 
comes after we have been plows a fi!3ld except He also 

·knocked down. Even Baptist's plants seed to bring a har
"prince of preachers," R.G. Lee, vest. We must wait through 
admitted to discouragement trials until the opportune 
when he-said, ''If I had taken time of blessing comes. Don't 
one step West every time I quit. 
wanted to quit the ministry, I There will be wealth in 
would be in the middle of the Christian ministry. You 
Pacific Ocean by now!" shall reap if you faint not 

Preacher, don't quit! We shall reap ... if we wait 
Church leader, fellow Christ- and if we faint not. The wealth 
ian, don't quit! Ministry is of ministry begins now in souls 
hard. Christ . did not say it saved and disciples made. The 
would be easy. He did not call wealth · of ministry goes into 
you to quit. He called you to eternity with crowns of reward 
finish. at the Judgment Seat of 

There may be weariness Christ. Don't quit. · 
in Christian ministry. Be· The Cape of Good Hope was 
not weary in well doing called The Cape of Storms for 

Weary means to grow tired. centuries. No ship dared ·sail 
Jesus commanded .us not to in this stormy ocean at the 
faint or be weary in our efforts southern tip of Africa. S~ps 

·I 

don't quit 
that did sail there usually 
never returned. Vasco da 
Gama set his sail toward 
India by way of Africa. He 
refused to quit. Vasco da 
Gama kept , sailing. The 
storms abated as the sliip 
sailed: Calmer seas and bright 
skies were reached. The name 
Cape of Storms was changed 
to ·The Cape of Good Hope. 
D~ar friend, sail on! Storms 
may come, but good hope is 
ahead. Don't quit! 

Pastors, keep preaching the 
Word. Tennessee Baptis.ts, be 
faithful to the end. Remember, 
no matter how many times a 
man may stumble, when he fin
ishes well, he wins the crown. 
Don't quit. God is with you. 

And He said unto me, My 
grace is sufficient for thee: for 
My strength is made.perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly there
fore will I rather glory in my 
infirm:ities that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me, II 
Corinthians 12:9. 0 - Free
man, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, is president 
of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

There's no 
doubt- God· 
does love us 

I don't understand how peo
ple can doubt God exists and 
that He undoubtedly loves us 
. with a love we cannot begin to 
comprehend. 

If not, why would we still be 
here? 

• 
I read and listen to news sto-

ries every day that give credence 
to the fact that we are living in 
an evil world. God has to love us 
or He would have sent us by way 
of Sodom and Gomorrah long 
~go. 

There are times we have to 
laugh just to keep from crying 
over· the ignorance we see. 

There are many people ~ho 
believe God sent His judgment 
on New Orleans via Hurricane 
Katrina. I don't personally 
believe that because the city is 

-king good 
still standing and people are 
returning to it. I do think it may the pages of the Baptist & Reflec_ tor have been a warning for us, 
however, "to repent of our 

lines can make identificatioh wicked ways" as Scripture 
difficult. Identifications of min- reminds .us. 

• 1n 
_ are submitting them. They 

usually end in jpg or tif and 
are ~called jpg (pronaunced j
peg) or tif files. We can use 
these files. 

,eonnie D. Bushey_ 

staff of the Baptist and 
loves our readers and 

help them report some 
ways they are serving 

of my assignment for 
~4 ...... ~ is to work with the 
> and photo digital files 

are published in the 
I also work with news 

from individuals, 
tes, and groups. 
lital photo files are 

more common and 
people across the state 

Photo files for the_ Baptist 
and Reflector need to be at 
least 1.5 megabyte files (about 
1,500 kilobytes) in color. If the 
jpg or tif is larger th~ this, 
fine. If it is smaller than this, 
the published photos are going 
to look blurry and be of poor 
quality although tP,ey can be 
~used. 

Files downloaded from the 
internet are usually too small. 

The needed resolution of 
graphics in the B&R is 170-
200 pixels or dots per inch. But 
the size of the file is also a fac
tor. Go by the file size parame
ters above. · 

It is best to send the photo 
file from the 
camera, 

KNOW YO ~5 T~YING 
\RP IRVING, ESUT THEY'RE 
CALU:D 11U~HE~~,u WOT 

unchanged 
in various 
software 
programs. 

Attach 
the file to an 
e-mail. Only 
attach one 
file at a 
time. It is 
best not to 
use a pro
gram to pro
duce an e
m a · 1 I 

50UNCJ:R~ ... 

....... er g reasor:t . 
new member tra1n1ng . 

• 

attachment. 
If you 

d o n ' t 
re.ceive a 
reply from 

I 

me in a day or so, you will 
know the e-mail didn't go 
through. E-mail me explaining 
this and I can direct you to an 
ftp site on the internet and 
give you directions for posting 
a file there. Then we can 
retrieve it. 

Submissions via mail 
should be an actual photo, not 
a digital photo file printed out 
on photo paper. Also photos 
which have already been pub
lished in a newspaper or other 
publication rarely work well. 
· Color photos from 35 rom 

cameras in a 4 x 6-inch format 
work well. · 

When taking photos, pJ?.otog
raphers should fill most of the 
photo with the people focused 
upon. Take a lot of photos, five 
to seven if posed, so you can 

. rejeet those in which people 
have their eyes closed, are look
ing away, or have unattractive 
expressions of their faces. 

If your camera doesn't auto
matically add flash, . add it to 
several to give you options. 
Even add flash when outside to 
some shots to add light to 
faces. Avoid posing people with 
strong light coming from their 
backs. Instead, tUrn them so 
they are facing partly toward 
the light. 

People appearing in a photo 
need to be identified, from left, 
unless the group is so large 
that the people can't be identi-

" fied. We prefer smaller groups 
so the people can be identified 
easily. Consider the need to 
identifY people pictured when 
you line people up. Indistinct 

i'sters should include their · Yet, what does the mayor of 
titles and church. New Orleans want to do? He 

Photos need to be culled wants to use gambling as a 
down to the three or four which ·means to revive the city's econo
are best representative of the my (see page 10). Our world is 

t ·going nuts. even . . 1 
If you send prints, the B&R And then I get an e-mai 

staff is glad to return photos about a story in the Oct. 10 issue 
of 'Pime magaz~e telling us that 

after publication. the "coming out" age for homo-
Readers can ,submit photos sexuals has dropped to age 10 

and news items from churches, 
for boys and age 12 for girls. 

associations, clusters of associ- There is nothing laughable 
ations, or other groups. The about this story. It does bring 
people or event being reported you to tears. 
on needs to have a Tennessee The article, entitled "The 
Baptist connection. The sub- Battle Over Gay Teens," details 
ject matter most often needs to how homosexual activists are 
be of something unusual or recruiting kids. 
unique in Tennessee Baptist The story, in a word, is SICK. 
life. . It describes the evil in our world 

Finally, news and photos and how Satan is targeting o-qr 
need to be submitted in a time- children and teenagers . 
ly way. The B&R is p11blished So, why are we still h~re? 
weekly except for five times a There is only one explana-
year. So you should send ph.o- tion. God loves us so much that 
tos and news items a week or He wants to give everyone on 
two after an event. this planet an opportunity to 

If your submission is not receive salvation through His 
used, COI1$ider that Tennessee son, Jesus Christ. TJ?.ere can be 
Baptists are one mmion strong no other reason. 
and the Baptist and Reflector It's up to Christians to share 
has more than 110,000 readers. 'God's love with those who do not 

know Him. Are we up to the In other words, your newsjour- task? 
nal has limited space, and it Keep in mind that God didn't 
varies from week to week. 

give us the free gift of salvation 
But don't be discouraged to be hood ornaments on earth. 

from submitting something He gave us that free gift so 
which might be chosen for pub- we can share the good news of 
lication and then encourage Jesus Christ with others. 
someone in their Christian My prayer is that everyone, 
walk. You certainly encourage myself included, will do his or 
me with all you do. 0- Bushey her part to make this world a 
is news editor of the Baptist and better place to live for our chil-
Reflector. dren and 9ur grandchildren. 0 
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Memphis bee mes 197th .. city to affirm marriage olicy 
By Kay Adkins 
Baptist Press 

MEMPHIS - Memphis has 
become the 197th U.S. city to 
embrace a Community Mar
riage Policy. 

More than 175 faith and 
community leaders at Shelby 
County's Second Annual 
Healthy Marriage Summit 
affirmed their commitment to 
equip "individuals, couples, and 
families for healthy, successful 
relationships," as stated in the 
Mi4-South ·Community Mar-
riage Policy. _ 

The goal of the policy is to 
reduce both the r ate of divorce .. . 

and the number of children 
born out of wedlock in Shelby 
County by 20 pe_rcent by 2010. 

Families Matter, an out
reach of Christ Community 
Health Services, hosted the 
Sept. 30 sux:nmit to unify and 
challenge the faith community 
in promoting healthy mar
riages and families and in fos
tering a network to share 
resources. 

The audience was racially 
and spiritually diverse, with 
r epresentatives from several 
faith-based social serv1ce 
organizations in attendance 
along with ministers from Bap-

.,. 

tist, Assemblies of God, 
Catholic, . Church of Christ, 
Church of God in Christ, Epis
copal, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
and non-denominational con
gregations. 

Families Matter 's faith coor
dinator, Howard A. Griffen, 
pastor of Mt. Olive African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
introduced ~he day's progTam, 
sharing the key issues facing 
Shelby County. "In our area we 
have one of the highest divorce 
rates in the country, and 62 
percent of babies born here are 
born into single-parent homes 
and grow up without fathers," 
Griffen said. 

Keynote speaker Mike 
McManus, co-chair of Marriage 
Savers and originator of the 
Comm~nity Marriage Poli~y 
(CMP), predicted-that Memphis 
and Shelby County will begin 
to see what many other cities 
have seen as a result of similar 
commitments. "From this day 
forward," he said, "you will 
begin to see the number of 
divorces' decline in Shelby 
County." 

Results from an independ
ent study. r evealed that over a 
seven-year period divorce r ates 
in 1_14 CMP cities fell 17.5 per-

. cent compar ed to a 9.4 percent 
• 

decline elsewhere in the coun
try - and cohabitation rates 
fell 13.4 percent compared to a 
19 percent rise in cities without 
such a policy. The study by the 
Institute for Research and 
Evaluation, published by the 
journal Family Relati~ns in 
October 2004, is posted at 
McManus' Marriage Savers 
web site, www.marnage
saver s.com. 

While r esults have ·varied 
among the CMP cities, some 
cities have realized significant 
declines, such as five-year aver
ag~s in El Paso, Texas, where 
the· divorce rate fell 48 percent, 
and Kansas City, Kan., where 
divorces fell by a third~ accord
ing to the Marriage Savers web 
\site. 
· McManus ·encouraged the 
Memphis leader s to require rig
orous premarital counseling 
before agreeing to perform 
marriage ceremonies. He also 
suggested that marriage men
torship programs be imple
mented ·in: each congregati.on. 
"Some of our young people have 
no idea what a healthy, success
fuL marriage looks like," 
McManus· said~ 

' . 
A panel of pastors, coun-

selors, business leaders and · 
cemnninity ·officials discussed 

ways to partner with the justiCe 
system, the school system, and 
the media to help Shelby Coun
ty farrdlies stay intact. 

The formal signing of the 
Community Marriage Policy 
took place at noon. Those sign
ing the policy agreed to educate 
individuals and couples on "the 
covenant nature of marriage as 
ordained by God." They also 
agreed to provide opportunities 
for couples "to· be mentored by 
seasoned married coup~es" and 
to "foster restoration of trou
bled marriages, fragile families, 
and broken lives." . 

Married couples and parents 
who affirm the policy commit to 
provide classes, conferences, 
workshops, and resources to 
enhance family relationships. 
They further agt:ee. to influence 
the community by equipping 
faith leaders and relationally 
healtl;ly ~ouples and individu
als to be adv.ocates for healthy 
marriages an_d families. 

Mark Dougharty, associ
ate pastor of Bellevlie Bap
tist Church, Cordova, was 
the final speaker on the pro
gr.am, sharing about how his 
salvation experience changed 
his life and saved his marriage. 
"I believe there are certain 
things yo~ cannot do on your 

own." Dougharty said 
cannot ·sa,~e yourself. Yc 
not save your marriap. 
trying harder. Change 
take place on the inside. 
what happened to us a 
Lord has blessed our mr 
and we are here today tc 
to that." 

Of the CMP ini 
Dougharty said, '1 thin 
they are doing is tenifi 
they are trying to do 
churches to sign d -agr 
that we all suppo~fun 
tal principles of pre 
counseling, so that coup 
go to one church will j 

same requirements [fi 
riage] at the church ac 
street. VVe are a very b 
based church, and we 
the things they are es 
are biblical." 

Southern Baptist-a 
pastors endorsing the 1 

nity Marriage Policy 
Dougharty, Adrian 
(Bell~vue's pastor en 
Ben Wilki11s ofJ 
Hejghts Baptist 
Richard Talley of 
race Baptist Church, E 
of Speedway Te:rr"'""J' 
Church, and James 
of Zoe Baptist Churc 
the Memphis area. a 

.· .· ·· ~lbtroCiucintJ tie 
Capil~n• Church BOnd Fun 

• 

Building Chur~hes, Building Wealth 

The qapstone Cpurch Bond Fund will 
provide investors the oppo~unity for: 
· Potentia·/ for high current rncome 
· Investment consisting _primarily of 
_ secured church mortgage b~inds . ' 

· Issuer diversification -
· Pro_fession.ally managed portfolio 
· Potential for quarterly liquidity 

v ·;,) S_old by Prospectus only. . / "<-
-/ 

To Request a Prospectus or tor More Information,_ Call CPCF, Inc. at 
' . 

1-888-378-6683 / 
. , / 

California Plan Church Finance, Inc.- 7-!120 N~·Whitney, Suite 101, Fresno CA 93~20 ft* 
' . ' .. ~ ,y 

~ - . ~ . 
lnv~stment return .an~ the P.rincipal valu~ of an invest~ent will fluctuate. Shares may be worth more or less than original cost when rede~med. lnVeitors ahol.lfd 
!he tnve~tment ObJe~e~. nsks su~ as tnterest rate nsk or leverage risk, charges and expenses of any mutual fund carefully before investing. 'rhie and other 
tnformatton Is contatned 10 the funds prospectus, which may be obtained by contacting California Plan of Church Finance, Inc .. This ad is distributed for educat 
purpos·es onty and is not a recommendation or offer for the purchase or sate of any particular security, strategy or investment product. 

The potential for qua'tterly liquidity i-~ limited to the number of shares authorized to be repurchased from tlie Investor by the fund d4l 
each repu~chase period. There rs no secondary market for these shares. · 

-
~n investment ~n- mu_tual funds involves variotJs risks. This offering is made by prospectus only. Investors should request and carefully read the Prospectus before 
tnvestment dectsron tn order to fully understand all of the implications and risks of the offering of securities to which it relates. The potential for quarterly tiquiarty is .,~ 
ability of the fund to repurcha~e shares: A ~istration statement for Capstone Church Bond Fund has been filed with the u .S , Securities and Exchange Commiaaion 
the Fund may n.ot be sold until the regtstrat1on statement has become effective. The information in the registration statem~nl and this announcement, is subject to ,r.na, 

announcement ts not an offer to sell Fund shares and is not soliciting an offer to buy shares in any state where such offer or sale is not permitted. · 

Capstone funds are distributed by Capstone Asset Planning Company . 
• 
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volunteers man the laundrylshower trailer of First Baptist Church, 
at First Baptist Church of Maplewood near Sulphur, La. 

DR volunteers serve in ~ulphur, La. 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST Disaster Relief volunteers provided more· than 137,728 meals to vic
tims of Hurricane Rita who sought help at the TBC state feeding unit which was headquar
tered at First Baptist Church of Maplewood near Sulphur, La. - Photos by Dan Ferrell 

JUDY AND 
RICK Barnette 
of ClearView 
Baptist Church, 
Franklin, work in 
the Tennessee 
Baptist Conven
tion state feed- · 
ing unit in Sul
phur, La. 

As your life changes, your health plan can change too. Wherever you 

. are in life, GuideS tone is there to guide you - every step of the way. 

Service means taking the time to unde~stand your needs. Our 

knowledgeable customer service representatives are wj],ling to spend tim~ 

with you to help you find a medical plan tliat works for your family. 

A wide range of benefits and costs to fit almost any budget. 

A choice of six PPO medical plans and a conswner-directed 
health care option. · 

Aecess to a nationwide Blue Cross Blue Shield health care 

provider network. 

• Comprehensive preventive care benefits and immunization coverage. 

Southern Baptist ministers, church st~ seminary stu~ents and denomina~~nal 
employees are eligible to apply for coverage through GuideS tone. Underwntmg 
is required . 

• 

·. 

' 

LARRY ELLIS of 
ClearView Bap
tist Church, 
Franklin, visits 
with new friend in 
Sulphur, La. 

l'tNANCIAL RESOURCES 
of ~he Southern Baptist Convention 

• 

' 
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See answers on page 11 

ACROSS 

1 . Blessed is the man that 
__ not in the counsel of 
the ungodly" (Ps. 1 :1) 

7. "The ungodly shall not __ 
in the judgmenf' (Ps. 1 :5) 

11. "Christ is the of the 
church" (Eph. 5:23) 

12. "Be like a tree planted by. 
the of water'' (Ps. 1 :3) 

13. "A word spoken in -~
season, how good is it!" 
(Prov. 15:23) 

14. Nest of an eagle or hawk . 

15. Preposition: toward 

17. "Eyes have they, but they 
__ not" (Ps. 115:5) 

18. Took food 

19. "All we like have 
· gone astray" (lsa. 53:6) 

21. William, abbr. 

22. Church, abbr. 

23. Californian city, abbr. 

24. "Nor in the seat of 
the scornful" (Ps. 1 :1) 

27. Revise 

29. It's capital is Indianapolis, 
· abbr. · 

30. English Version, abbr. 

31. Morning, abbr. 

32. Vesicular exanthema, abbr. 

33. Conjunction 

34. "His also shall not 
wither'' (Ps. 1 :3) • 

35. Elevated railroad 

37. Alvin and Alan 

38. Material at the bottom of 
the page, abbr. 

40. ''The Lord knoweth the 
way of the " (Ps. 1 :6) 

44. A cart for hire rn India 

45. National Guard, abbr. 

47. Word to begin a question 

48. To begin on a journey (2 
words) 

51 . A telephone company, 
abbr. · 

52. ''A tree ... that bringeth 
forth his in his sea-

Barbour Publishing 

· son'' (Ps. 1 :3) 

DOWN 

1. Nob was their city (1 Sam. 
22:11) 

2. That is, Lat. abbr. 

3. Priests·gave David hallowed 
.,....-- (1 Sam. 21 :4) 

4. Simile preposition 

6. Period of time 

7. Sheep's cries · 

8. A Moabite woman who was 
an ancestress of David and 
Jesus 

10. ''Thou a virtuous 
. woman" (Ruth 3; 11) 

12. The opposite of out 

14. Saul threw it at David (1 
Sam. 18:11) 

15. Japanese sash 

16. Not there 

17. David escaped to this 
man's cave (1 Sam. 22:1) · 

19. "Herod ... slew all the chil-
dren .· .. from years old . 
and under'' (Matt. 2: 16) 

24. Wheeless vehicle 

26. Electronic funds transfer, 
abbr. 

28. That woman 

30. Egg, prefix 

33. _David wrote many of these 

35. David was in a with 
Saul (1 Sam. 24:3) 

37. "David made haste to 
__ away'' (1 Sam. 23:26) 

38. ·"It was impossible for God 
to " (Heb. 6: 18) 

39. The captain of Saul's h_ost 
(1 Sam. 14:50) 

40. Sown among the wheat 
(Matt. 13:25) 

42. Dekaliter, abbr. 

45. "By htm were things 
created" (Col. 1: 16) 

46. New, recent, comb. form 

48. Precious metal 

51 . <~My word hath place 
in you" (John 8:37) 

Jackson mission team helps repair 
roof of Katrina-hit church· in Mississip 
Baptist and Reflector 

JACKSON - The men's 
mjnjstry construction team of 
Meridian Baptist Church, 
Jackson traveled Oct. 6 to 
Lumberton, Miss., to assist 
Hickory Grove Baptist Church 
which had been damaged earli
er this year by Hurricane Kat
nna. 

Fourteen men removed 
shingles, put on a new roof, and 
painted the ceiling of the sanc
tuary. 

~ Several of the men did chain 
saw work in the community. 
One of the men brought a 
backhoe, and removed fallen 

~ trees and· stumps in several 
church members' yards. They 
also painted the front exterior 
of the church and it's steeple. 

The church provided food 
and the men slept on the Fel
lowship Hall floor on air mat
tresses. The church has not 
been able to meet in the sanc
tuary_ since Hurricane Katrina 
destroyed the roof, a~cording to 
Curtis Gardner, associate pas
tor at Meridian. 

Meridian pastor Ronnie 
Wilburn and Dennis Davis, 

· pastor of Hickory Grove, visit
ed in the community and car
ried food to church membe;rs in · 
-need of assistance. 

Meridian •formed .. its . con-· 
struction teani about a year 
ago. The trip to Linioerton was 

.. 
RONNIE WILBURN, right, front row, pastor of Meridian l 
Church, Jackson, recently accompanied a team from his 1 

to re-roof a ~burch in Mississippi that was damaged by Hw 
Katrina. Team members included Darrell Singleton, Bill Crc 
Clay Rodgers,· Jason Robertson, Richie White, Buck Fu/le 
Collins, Cotz Patterson, Walter McBroom, Johnny Coope1 
Butler, Jason Compton, and David Sullivan. 

only the second out-of-state 
opportunity for the team. 

When Hurricane Katrina 
came through the men had a 
special burden to travel to 
either Mississippi or Louisiana 
and do construction and chain 
saw work, according to Gard-· 
ner. 
· The team learned about the 
needs of ·Hickory Grove from 
Don Brown of the Mississippi 

• 

Baptist Convention. 
An individual in Mt 

made a donation to hel} 
expenses of the team. 

Meridian joined r 
other churches in Jack 
gathering materials an 
plies which they sE 
~ascagoula, :Miss., to tl 
Cross relief center whi 
headquartered at First· 
Church there, Gardner 11 

Our products are geared 

"fab\eto\) 

toward meeting the 
of churches. 

chin~ C\"'twa!e n1'e 
1· .. Glass"""" 

EQUIPMENT, 
DISPOSABLES 

& APPAREL 
-

Ligbting 

Janitorial 

-
• Great Pricing! 
• All prices in catalog 
• Free shipping 
• Items in stock 
• 1·3 clay delivery 
• Orcler 24·heun 

a clay! 

Request Your ca,~log tod.111 

TOLL FREE FAX 877•774·6462 
PLEASE PASS THIS PHONE NUMBER ALONG TO THE 

WHO ORDERS YOUR KITCHEN EQUIPMENT & 
MMS Sales, LLC • Affiliate of M•nloclr ............ C.., IIIC 

P. 0. Box 78128 • Ncuhwllle, TN 37207 

• ' 
• ... __________________________________________________________________________________________ __ 
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+ Oak Grove Baptist rs 
Church, Harrogate, has called 

tie Hope Baptist· . K~eth Clark as pastor. He 
:.Clarksville, has called previously served as pastor at 
urst as minister of several churches in the Cum-

. · d students. ~ · berland Gap Baptist Associa-
Baptist tion. 

Lancaster, has ealled + Wolfenbarger Chapel 
Thompson as youth Baptist Church, 'razewell, has 

' Sweetwater Baptist 
Sweetwater, called 

lll~liD];»ton as pastor. He 
wife Leigh Ann have 

YPJ.1ua1~ Baptist Church, 
called Ben Hearn 

1i:>tPr of music and youth. 

called Kenny Williams as pas- . 
tor. He previously served as pas
tor · of Cave Spr.ings B~ptist 
Church, Tazewell. 

Grove Baptist 
Trenton, called Jason 
as pastor. . 

Chad Morrow 
resigned from Ruthville 
Church, Martin. Trans

his job to Louisville, 
1111i11w:~ to continue his edu

Southern Baptist The
ii'Sem.itllaiJ in Louisville. 

+ Unaka Avenue Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, has · 
called Brian Sharp as minister 
of worship and music. He is 
working on his master's degree 
from East Tennessee State Uni
versity, Johnson City. He for- BELMONT UNIVERSITY honored its heritage at the annual Ward-Belmont Alumnae Luncheon on the cam
merly served as the interim pus of Belmont University. Before its acquisition by the Tennessee Baptist Convention in 1951, the Belmont 
music director at Tri-Cities campus was. home to the Ward-Belmont School, a high school and junior college for young women, for 38 
Baptist Church, Gray. Sharp is years. Each year, Belmont invites the alumnae of Ward-Belmont back tb campus for a luncheon. This year's 
a martial arts instructor. , luncheon welcomed back more than 70 ·ward-Belmont alumnae and their guests. At this year's luncheon, 

+ Faith Fellowship Baptist Mary Niederhaus~r, a 1950 graduate of Ward-Belmont, announced plans for a restoration project of the his
Church,' Johnson City, has torical Belmont Mansion and Bell Tower, "two landmarks on the Belmont University campus dating back to 
called Trey Dishner as wor- the 1850s .. Belmont University president Bob Fisher honored~the alumnae of Ward-Belmont by dedicating 
ship leader. the recently complete_d Presidential Garden to their legacy at Be_lmont. · 

Escape Summer Weather and· 
with Other Southern Baptists on a 

UR 
• 

Summertime in Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island 
the Scenic St. Lawrence River to Quebec and Montreal 

. ' 

,UUUiill ~4, 2006 join other Baptists on this 15-
vacation including a seven-=day deluxe 

least Cruise with Holland America Line and a 
n-day Northeast vacation. Spend one night in 

with a comprehensive city tour before 
jing your 5-star ship the ms Maasdam. -Ports 

Bar Harbor, Maine; Halifax and Sydney, 
Scotia; and Charlottetown, Prince _Edward 

· . Cruise into the mouth of the . St. Lawrence . 
to Saguenay Fjord with 1,500 foot-high cliffs. 
final ports include Quebec City and Montfeal~ 
lntreal meet "your man" for a city tour of the 

of the Americas." Your motor coach tour will 
1ue through the Adirondack and Catskill 
1tains, Hyde Park, Philadelphia, and New York 
with included city tours. Prices start at only 
3 (per person, double occupancy) including all 
, the motor coach tour with daily escorted 
;eeing, seven nights in hotels, and. the seven 
deiW<e cruise. Add $400 for airfare from 
;ville, AL; Nashville, Knoxville, Memphis or 
anooga, TN. 
,ace is limited. $100 deposits are now due! 
I for brochut:e & information 7 days a week: 

•UR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626 
' 

I 
MINISTRY - SENIOR ADULT 

Part-time senior adult minister 
wa'lted. Resumes should be 
sent by Oct. 31, 2005 to Vinton 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box· 306, 
Vinton, VA 24179-0306. 

Or, you can e-mail your resume 
to tim@ northside-bc.org. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Pond Grove Baptist Church, 
Rockwood, Tenn., is seeking 
two positions: bivocational pas
tor and part-time music dirac-

MINISTRY- POSITIONS tor. Interested candidates a-
Northside Baptist Church, mail . resume to 
McMinnville, Tenn., is seeking pondgrove@ bellsouth.net. 
a full-time minister of youth •:• •:• •:• •:• 
and a part-time minister of River Rock Baptist Church is 
music. Please send resume to currently seeking to fill two 
Tim Miles, Pastor, Northside positions: a part-time children's 
Baptist Church, 1574 Yager , .director and a part-time youth 
Rd., McMinnville, TN 37·11'0. director. Please forwa~d 

. . 

. 
resume to 2248 Hwy. 99, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 to the 
attention of Pastor Randy Clay
ton. 

MIN[STRY - COMBINATION 
Dynamic spirit-filled individual is 
needed for the position of ·fami
ly/youth minister. Seminary 
degree required. Will work with 

. growing number of young fami
lies and build a youth ministry. 
Apply to . Personnel Chair, First 
Baptist Church, 119 West Wash
ington St., Box 267, Rogersville, . 
TN 37857. 

T 0 LEARN, T 0 LIVE, T 0 LOVE ... 

~rson-Newrndn College hds d rich heritdge of 

tfdining students to become thinking Christidns. 
.· . 

As dn ddjunct ptQfessor, 1 hdve observed dn 

eduCdtiondJ institutioH committed to prepdring 
• 

people oeadernically cmd ,sRiritudlly for the 

diversity of life. 

Harold Bryson 
Visiting Sen for Professor of Religion 

Jefferson City, Tennessee 
www.cn.edu 
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Professor's book 
• exam1nes 

human nature 
Baptist Press 

JACKSON -An exploration 
of human nature ultimately 
must .be theological and God
centered in nature, Union Uni
versity ethics professor David 
Gushee asserts in his newest 
book, Only Hu.man. · 

"Fundamentally, what it 
means to be human is to be 
about God, who made us," 
Gushee said. "This is not some 
kind of pious answer. Literally, 
Christians and others through 
the centuries have found that 
somehow the quest for self ful
fillment teaves 
us cold until 
we discover 
that when we 
hand over that 
ques t to the 
God who made 
us, that's 
where true 
fullness can be 
found." 

GUSHEE 

Published by Jossey-Bass, 
Gushee's book is the first in the 
new "Enduring Questions in 
Christian Life" series, for which 
Gushee is the editor. Forthcom
ing titles will cover such topics 
as love, discernment, suffering, 
and sexuality, among others. 

Only Human: Christian 
Reflections on the Jqurney, 
Toward Wholeness is what 

' Gushee describes as a theologi-
cal anthropology. 

In the book, Gushee tackles 
questions with which many peo
ple wrestle. Each chapter is 

devoted to a specific question: 
"Does human nat ure exist?" 
"What am I made of?" "Why do 
relationships matter so much to 
me?" "Am I a sinner?" "Am I real
lyfree?""How do I become a good 
person?" "What does moral 
greatness look like?" and "Where 
can true wholeness be found?" 

"My main qualification for 
writing this book is that I am a 
fellow human t raveler who has 
thought quite a bit about the 
questions all of us face," Gushee 
writes in the book's introduc
tion. "I write not from above the 
human condition but very much 
from within." 

Throughout the book, Gushee 
said he speaks to such funda
mental questions as "where we 
come from, why we're here, and 
where we are going." ~e intend
ed for the book to have broad 
appeal. 

"It's for the person who wa\ks 
into the bookstore on a weekend 
night, anywhere in the country, 
looking for some answers," 
Gushee said. "They may not 
have much religious back
ground, but they'r~ open. I hope 
theyll pick this book off the · 
shelf and get some answers, 

· whether you're a barber or a 
mechanic or a scholar." 0. 

Mayor sees 
gambling ~s key 
to N.O. etonomy 
Baptist Press 

NEW ORLEANS - Though 
he said he is not particularly 
keen on the practice and ,would 
prefer another solution, · New 
Orleans Mayor Ray N agin is 

propos ing the implementation of 
Las Vegas-style gambling in 
order to jump start his city's 
economy after Hurricane Katri
na. 

"I know of no other way,"' he 
said at a news· conference Oct. 7, 
according to the Associated 
Press, adding that gambling is 
"an incredible opportunity to 
accelerate growth." 

N agin's plan would call for a 
large-scale gambling area in the 
city's central business district, 
mostly along the well-known 
Canal Street, Gambling should 
only be allowed in hotels that 
have more than 500 rooms, 
Nagin said, and probably five or 

. six of the nine eligible establish
mentS would take advantage of 

• the offer. 

. 

."Now is the time for us to 
think out of the box," Nagin 
said. "Now is the time for some 
bold leadership, some decisive 
leadership." 

Joe McKeever, director of 
missions for the Baptist ~socia
tion of Greater New Orleans, 
mentioned his thoughts on the 
mayor's proposal in his ongoing 
Hurricane Katrina log, posted at 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age 
25 
35 ' 
45 
55 
65 

$150,000 
$11 .08 
$11 .35 
$19.76 
$42.45 
$103.46 

$300,000 
$13.39 
$13.91 
$30.45 
$73.24 
$194.78 

Please call The. Insurance Store 
(Knoxville,. Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-800-583-()970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first i 5 years. Written byJ.an A+ life 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates ---...-illustrated above. Please call for other 
ages ar:~d Female rates. 

r-------------~---------------------~ 
I 

www.joemckeever.com. 
'"This week Nagin was quoted 

in the paper citing Scripture., 
amazingly the II Chronicles 7:14 
passage about repenting and 
turning from our evil ways to 
get God's healing. Now he calls 
for widespread gambling," 
McKeever wrote Oct. 9. "Gam
bling - the last corrupt idea of 
a dead brain cell. 'Oh? We can't 
get any legitimate businesses 
going? I know - let's gamble.' 
Thankfully, in the Sunday 
paper, city council leaders were 
saying it's t he first they've 
heard of it and that it's truly a 
bad idea." 

Louisiana Senate President 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
Fairfield Baptist Church is seek
ing a full-time youth pastor for 
growing youth ministry. Please
send resume to the Church at 
1863 Hwy. 1 00, Centervill.e, TN 
37033. ............. . . . . -· 
First Baptist Church of Madison, 
Miss., is seeking_ a dynamic, 
Christian leader of young people 
to immediately fill . the full-time 
position of minister of youth. 
Pleas~ mail letters of interest 
with cred_entials to FBC Madison, 
P.O. Box 400, Madison, MS 
39130-0400, o.r e-mail Shari 
Hurt, pastoral secretary at 
shurt@fbcmadi.son.org. .. . . ·~ .......... , 
Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
North Alabama is seeking bivo-
9ational youth and children's 
pastor for a small but ,growing 
ministry. Please send resume to 
P.O. Box 27, Lacey's Spri'ng, AL 
35754 .. , 
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Tennessee Baptists, .. 
America's #1 Church Bus Dealer, 

has some deals for you! 

1 MINISTRY - EDUCATION 

Biblical Solutions for Life 

"s.nx. of .J:.ii!Moy ClwistlAn -

• 15 passenger buses (ho COL required) 
• Over 80 new & used buses in stock 

• Rental buses 
• Trade-ins welcome 

• Van replacement vehicles • 15 to 46 passenger buses 

Stock No. 
25132 
25044 
25191 
25250 
25089 
253101 

15 Passengers 18-29 Passengers 

30-34 Passengers 3 7-46 Passengers 

Year 
2005 
2006 
2005 
2005 
2005 
2001 

Buses are 
provided for 
UfeWayby 

Monthly Specials 
Make 
Ford / Starcraft 
IHC/EIDorado-D~sel 
Ford/ Starcraft 
Ford/Starcraft 
Ford/ ElDorado 
Ford/ Turtletop 

Capacity 
15 
34 w I Removable Row 
2 5 w I Rear Luggage 
26 
15 w I Rear Luggage 
25 

Price 
$40,970 
S92,e49 
$57,210 
$47,960 
S4e,glQ 
B9,9QQ 

C~enter 
~Bl·SS \LES 
·~PMI)Ic.~ TN 

1-800-370-6180 
1-615-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

• 

$88,640 

$44,900 
$37,900 

1 Seeking adult education minis-
1 ter. Florence Baptist Church is 
1 locate~ in the fastest growing 
I county in Kentucky. We are in. the 
I - process of relocating to 67 

acres. Run 800+ in worship. 
I Looking for energetic person to 
I build the adult ministries of our 
"I 
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I
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I 
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I 
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church. Please send resume to 
peggyromes @florencechurch.org. ... -

MINISTRY - CHILDREN 
Full-time minister ef preschool/
children. Send resume to Cal
vary Baptist Church) 1121 Paul 
Bryant Dr., Tuscaloosa, AL 
35401 . 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Several new churches across 
Tennessee are in need of 7 to 15 
passenger vans. These church
es are ministering to lower
income communities where 
transportation needs are great. If 
you or your church would be will
ing to donate a van to one of 
these new churches please con
tact Wayne Terry at (615} 355-
7905 or wterry@tnbaptist.org. 

~·~· 
Weber digital piano WD-85, 

~-----------------------------------~ 

$1,500. Please catl (931) 528· 
4337 for details. 

s 

Don Hines. a Democnt. • 
isn 't likely the plan waU PI 
the state legislature. 

'Tll listen to it, but 1'1 
too e.xcited about it at tbia 
of the ball game: he tGir 
"We're pretty well satW 
with gaming in this 
already ... 0 

MINISTRY - P~SlOf 
Gravel Hill Baptist Ghurt 
Ramer, Tenn. , is now 8CCE 
resumes for a full-trme p 
Please mail resume fo & 
Committee, 172 Ester 
Ramer, TN 38367. 

~~~· 
Tusculum Hills Baptist Chu 
Nashville, Tenn., is acc:E 
resumes for a full-time ~ 
through Nov. 1. Please 
resume to Pastor Search 
mittee, Attn. Michael Fann 
Box 3056, Brentwood, 
37027. 

Traditional rural 9hurch, 
vision to grow, seeking a P. 
Send resume to Grace B 
Church, 410 Old Hwy. 
Bethpage, TN 37022. 

Senior pastor, Antioch, 
Requirements: SBC ordt 
MDiv from SBC seminary, 
year experience as SBC p 
Min. salaty: ~29,578.00 Pi 
Send resume to SBC D" 
P.O. Box 597, Antioct 
3'1013. 

. MINISTRY - MUSI~ 
· First Baptist Church in be 
historic Carter Cour:1ty is 
.a full-time worshiJ:> lead& 
lege or seminary requir 
temporaryitraditional, tee! 
gy savvy, with good peoplf 
and experience. Music S 
Committee, First Baptist 
212 East F St., Elizabe 
37643. 

++<»+ 
First Baptist Church of M\ 

is now accepting resu~ 
full-time minister of J 
Please submit resu"l 
FBCMO, Attn. Search 
mittee, 3200 Mt. Olive 
Olive, AL 35117. Any qu 
please contact the chu 
(205) 631-4401 . 

<»+++ 
sse church seeking fU 
minister of music for chof. 
instrumental programs I 
ages. Requirements: c 
degree in mu~ plus 5 
experience. Send resume 
marked by Oct. 31 to Unl! 
tist Church, Attn. Music f 
Committee, 2320 29th St 
land, KY 41101 . 

~~·· 
Associate pastor/wo'"'!1 
Conservalive SBC is 
man who uses a blended 
worship. Must exude a 
Jesus and have a 
heart. Reply to FBC. 
Oak St., West 
62896, (618) 932-21 
roll@ verizon.net. 
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~ ecoming Conversant with the 
'erging Church: Understanding a 

tandftsConsequences 
By D.A. Carson, Zondervan, 2005 

the hottest topics and fastest growing movements 
evangelicalism today is the emerging church 

It is a recent attempt to contextualize the procla
the gospel in light of shifts taking place in Western 

Some_ readers may not be aware of this movement 
is 'quickly growing and producing a body of litera

;s'eJrltil:lg its case, much as the seeker-sensitive move
lin preVious years. Because of the broad scope of the 
ot and the looseness with which the title is used, it 

to grasp its key positions. The insightful and 
mthor, D. A. Carson has filled this need through his 
~coming Conversant with the Errz:erging Church: 
1nding a Movement and Its Consequences. Carson's 
a detailed presentation and analysis of this move-

• 

,f the helpful ~pects of Carson's book is tha:t he gives 
accurate, and fair summary of the emerging church 

Prior to reading Carson's book, I did not have a 
understanding of what the emerging church move
Cwson gives what seems to be a fair description 

:rov·emtent, by relying on what the .emerging church 
uc-..··" written. As ·carson points out, the emerging 

is characterized by protest - protest
conservative forms of evangelicalism, 

modernism, and, among some, protest · 
seeker-sensitive church, the megachurch. 

summarizmg the movement, Carson goes. on to give 
"'"'v of the strengths of the emerging church move

~re.ag.l$1. he is fair, noting that the church can learn 
emerging movement in several ways such as jts 

of outsiders and pushing for authenticity. Fol
the remainder of the book is primarily a critique 

pvemeJlt on several fronts - their analysis of con
culture, their understanding of postmodeniism, 

critique of postmodernism. 
the emerging movement is a reliance upon post

It claims that the church must accommodate to 
lturaJ shifts from modernism~to postmodernism. 

~v,eals that the ell)erging understanding of both 
'8lld postmodernism is inadequate. The eme:~~ging 

·f~v,em,ent wholly cand~mns modernism_ while Uiicrit
prt~lClitg postmodernism. 

. ~1e1~s cautious believers might easily be drawn into 
gilltg church movement due to the attractiveness of 

critiques. However, as Carson makes clear, the 
can be dangerous, for the writings of some ·of its 
ultimately undermine the gospel. For example, 

to define what it means to be "biblical" in tenns of 
!cbons instead of truth claims. Others oftentimes do 
,lttem]pt to ground biblically their view of certain key · 
like the atonement, and along the way cavalierly 

:raclltlon;!il interpretations. While some of what the 
t aims for is commendable (i.e., authenticitY; con
tbical issues, etc.), in order to attain these ends it is 
sary to use the means that the, emerging church 
t proposes. Historic biblical Christianity offers solu,.. 
te questions bejng dealt with and the. church would 
mine t:he storehouse of past biblical wisdom. 

l ends the book with a collection of biblical passages 
. to such issues as truth, knowledge, and pluralism. 
tany passages and gives brief comments on 10 spe
ages that are particularly relevant. Carson seeks 
> note the errors of the emerging church movement, 
to chart the path ahead for those who desire to 
:ithful to Scripture. 0 - Crawford, a --graduate of 
11ersity, Jackson, is now study!ng at Southern Baptist 
11 Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 

• Honor God 1n His church 
By Mark Brown 

·Focal Passage: Ephesians 3:14-
16, 20; 4:7, 11-13, 15 

Some 30 years ago, my father 
occasionally called on a particular 
·gentleman from the congregation 
to pray. Even as a 13-year-old, I 
knew better than to make an audi
~le "ugh." It was not so much that 
he averaged seven minutes each 
time, as it was that he wandered 
like a leftover Israelite in the 
wilderness: you weren't sure you 
got there but you were thrilled the 
trip was over. I wish I had known 
to slip Paul's example prayer that 
opens this week's passage to 
Brother Louie on a laminated 
card. 

Paul's prayer for the church at 
Ephesus is an incredible model 

. prayer for each of our congrega.: 
tions, and for the body of Christ. I 
t~nk it may be · for the church 
what The Lord's Prayer is for the 
individual. Open class by reading 
Ephesians 3:14-21; even use it as 
the opening prayer for class. Paul 
prays: . 

For this reason I kneel before the 
Father, from whom his whole fami
ly in heaven and on-earth derives 
its name. I pray that out of his glo
rious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through 
faith. And I pray that you, being . 
rooted and established in love, may 

• 

have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and .to know this love that . 
surpasses knowledge - that you 
may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God. Now to him 
who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at 
work within us, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever 
and ever! Amen. 

In 153 words Paul honors the 
Father, asks for strength and for 
Christ's indwelling in us, teaches 
unity, expounds on the depth and 
breadth of His love, calls us to .a 
divine stature, and preaches that 
it will last forever. Now that's a 
well-used economy of words! If we 
make Paul's prayer our template 
for caring for those with whom we 
serve Christ, then we will cast 
aside a whole lot of what traps us 
in the mire of our human condi
tion. 

After that wonderful prayer, 
Paul moves into a succinct sermon 
on being members of the body of 
Christ . . We are individuals who 
Jesus reconciles to God, but collec
tively, we are a living, dynamic 
body that should work together for 
the purpose to which we have be~n 
_called. Beyond a lesson on . the 
importance of individual attrib
utes each of us brings to the table, 
this passage is a clarion call to 

United with Chri·st 
By Kevin Shrum 

Focal Passage: Romans 6:1-14 
Baptists believe in the securi

ty of the believer because we 
affirm that it is not through indi
vidual effort or personal merit 
that we obtain salvation. A per
son is saved by grace alone, by 
faith alone, jn Christ alone. Sal
vation is an act of God in the life 
of a dead sinner that produces _ 
new life! What amazing grace! 

Yet, some would presume upon 
the grace of GOd and use it as a 
license for continuing sin. We are 
not saved to be secure in our sin; 
rather, we are saved to be secure 
in our relationship with God~ a 
relationship that ought to pro
duce the fruit of righteousness. 
This is why the Apostle Paul 
begins Romans 6 with this ques
tion: What should we say, then? 
Should we continue in sin in 
order that grace may multiply? 

In essence, some were suggest
ing that sin allowed God an 
opportunity to once again display 
His ·mighty amazing grace. 
Ridiculous! Or as Paul answers 
his own question in verse 2: 
Absolutely not! How can we who 
died to sin still live in it? Grace is 
not our occasion to sin; grace 
ought to produce in us thankful
ness and humility that ·produces 
righteousness deeds. 

Baptism: sign and symbol 
To illustrate his point, Paul 

uses the practice of baptism. His · 
assumption is that all believers 
would be .b~ptized by immersion. 
Baptism is a sign and a symbol of 
salvation. It · is a sign in . that it 
points to something greater than 
itself- salvation by the resurrec
tion of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. And it is a symbol in that 
immersion stands for our death 
to sin and our resurrection to 
new life. 

-Paul argues that the reason 
we cannot trample under. foot the 
grace of God is that we have 

· joined to Jesus 
,------~ Christ in both 

death and m 
life. We have 
been joined to 
Christ in death 
in that: 1) He 
"died for our sin 
so that we could, 

SHRUM 2) die to our sin 
through repen

tance and faith! Further, we are 
joined to Jesus Christ in life 
because: 3) He was raised from 
the dead, overcoming sin, death, 
and hell so that, 4) we could be 
raised from the deadness of sin! 
The old self has been crucified; 
the new self has been raised out 
of the ashes of sin! 

Considered dead! 
The consequences of this truth 

are: 1) that we are to consider 
ourselves dead to sin, and 2) aliv_e 
to God in the per~on of Jesus 

-
Sundcty School L43sson 

fe1mily Bible Series 
o~t. :23 

support one another in our collec
tive work. 

Isn't it interesting that there's a 
sample inventory of what individ
uals can do with 
their gifts on the 
Lord's behalf, but 
it is .only through 
working together 
in unity that we 
"all reach unity 
m the faith and 
in the knowledge 
of the Son of God BROWN 
and become 
mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ" 
(v. 13). 

We are regenerated individu
ally and justified by faith on a 
perso_nal ·level, but working 
together in the love and unity or 
Christ, we cari attain the fullness 
of Jesus. That's what Paul says. If 
we want to be like Jesus, then we 
better be in concert with the peo-· 
ple with whom we share the 
fait}:_l. And using Paul's prayer to 
pray for the rest of our ~ody is 
not a bad place to start. 0 -
Brown is director of news and pub
lications at Carson-Newman Col
lege and a . member of First Baptist 
Church, Jefferson City. 

Sunddy School Lesson w 

Explore the -ible 
Oct .. :13 

Christ. Sin should no longer rule 
in our lives. God's ·grace saves us 
from sin so that we can turn our 
back on sin. If Christ died for sin
~ers, conquering sin/death in the 
process, then we, too, should 
count ourselves dead_to sin! 

Weapo:o:: for Unrighteousness 
or Righteousness? Paul closes his 
case by using a very interesting· 
analogy: And do not offer any · 
parts of it (the body) to sin as 
weapons·of'righteousness. Most of 
us never view our bodies as a 
weapon . . However, if sin rules us 
then we become a weapon for 
that which is evil, unrighteous, 
and wicked. But if we are united 
with Jesus Christ our life can 
become a weapon for that which 
is good, righteous, and holy. 

As we offer ourselves to God 
we become a "weapon for right
eousness." 

In other words, God's grace is 
not our opportunity to live a s we 
choose; rather, God's grace is an 
opportunity that allows us to be 
raised from the dead, offering 
ourselves as warriors of right
eousness, embolden , and 
strengthened by God's grace. 0 
- Shrum is pastor of Inglewood 
Baptist Church, Nashville. 

l 
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e ers 
+ East Rogersville Baptist 

Church, Rogersville, has called 
Jason Royston as associate 
pastor of education/youth. He 
and his wife Mandy come to 
the church from a church in 
Rose Hill, N.C. 

+ Trinity Baptist Church, 
Hendersonville, installed 
Steve Nelson of Gallatin as 
pastor Oct. 16. Nelson previ
ously served as director of pas
toral care, Bledsoe Baptist 
Association, Gallatin, and 
director of hunger concerns, 
Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission, Nashville. He 
also served as pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Lafayette 
and in several interim pas
torates. He and his wife Marty 
have two grown children. 

+ Valley View Baptist 
Church , Sevierville, has called 
Preston Joslin as pastor. 

+ Wears VaJley First Bap
tist Church, Sevierville, has 
called John Troutman as 
pastor. 

+ Williamsburg Baptist! 
Church, Pigeon Forge, has 
called Jerry Lowe Jr., as pas
tor. 

+ New Macedonia Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia, has 
called Charles Hunt as pas
tor. He previously se~ed as 
pastor of other churches in the 
Sweetwater Baptist Associa
tion. Hunt and h is wife 
Lynette have two children. 

+ Powder Branch Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, has 
called Bob Moore as pastor. 
Moore was recently ordained 
at Lynn Valley Baptist 
Church, Elizabethton. 

+ Shady Valley Baptist 
Church , located in Shady Val
ley, has called Richard Stout 
as pastor. 

+ Mike Nolen, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Dyer, 
recently resigned. 

+ Keely Mill Baptist 
Church, Dyer, has called 
Steve Skelton as pastor. 

+ Spring Creek Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, recently 
called James Julian ?5 pas
tor. A native of Greeneville, he 
is a graduate of Gardner-Webb 
University in Boiling Springs, 
N.C. He previously served 
churches in North Carolina 
and Louisiana. Julian and his 
wife Haley have one daughter. 

+ Lynn Garden Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, has called 
Carl Strickler as transitional 
interim pastor. He previously 
served the church as pastor for 
28 years. 

+ Central Baptist Church, 
Johnson City, recently hon
ored Bill Warfield, minister 
to senior adults, for 35 years 
of ministry to the church and 

on his retirement. 

+ Second Baptist Church, 
Jonesborough, has called 
Brian Brown as pastor. This 
is his first pastorate. 

+ Tennessee Avenue Bap
tist Church, Bristol, has called 
Keith McConnell as associ
ate pastor of youth and college 
ministries. McConnell comes 
to Tennessee Avenue Church 
from a church in Chesapeake, 
Va. 

+ Grace Baptist Church , 
Johnson City, ·has called 
Bryan Sexton as youth direc
tor. A graduate of East Ten
nessee State University, John
son City, he is completing his_ 
master's degree in marriage 
and family therapy. 

+ Beulah Baptist Church, 
Kingsport, has called Donnie 
Shipley as youth director. He 
will graduate in December 
from King College, located in 
King College, with a degree in 
youth ministry. 

+ Volunteer . Baptist 
Church , Bristol, has called 
Daniel Whitaker as music 
director. He is currently work
ing on his music degree at 

· Crown College; Knoxville, and 
teaches school part-time 1n 
Powell. 

· Churches 
+ Ewton ville . Baptist 

Church, Dunlap, recently 
erected a new sign for the 
church . Tommy Price, a mein
ber of the church, led the 
effort. 

+ Radnor Baptist 
Church, .Nashville, will hold 
its sec'ond annual Family West 
Fest Sunday, Oct. 30, from 10 
a.m. to noon. Featuring c~un
try line dancing, games, blue 
grass and country music, the 
"Peasall Sisters" will perform. 
Lunch will be provided. For 
information call the church at 
(615) 832-2004 ext. 100. 

+Antioch Baptist 
Church, Henderson, recent
ly held r evival. As a result, six 
people made professions of 
faith and many people rededi-

cated their-lives to QQd. Floyd 
"Lammie" Lammersfeld, evan
gelist of McKenzie, spoke. 

+ Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, Crossville, will hold 
a revival Sunday - Wednesday 
Oct. 23-26. Former interim 
pastor Waylan Payne will 
preach. For information call 
the church at (931) 456-0239. 

+ Edgefield Baptist 
Chlirch, Nashville, will pre
sent a "Fall Afternoon of Song 
and Dance" Sunday, Oct. 23, 
featuring Rejoice School of 
Ballet and singer/song writer 
Stacy Jagger. For information 
call Rejoice Ministries at (615) 
9Q2.g791. 

+ Bethel Baptist 
Church; Morristown, held a 
tent revival Oct. 3-9 with 
Charles "Toonie" Cash, evan
gelist, as speaker. Four people 
made professions of faith and 
38 people made other deci
SlOnS. 

+ Cave Springs Mission
ary Baptist Church, 
Rogersville, dedicated its 
new building Oct. 16. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Bethel Springs, recently held 
revival. As a result, five people 
made-professions of faith and 
many people rededicated their 

. lives to God. Floyd "Lammie" 
Lammersfeld, evangelist of 
McKenzie-, spoke. 

+ Fishers Creek Mis
sionary Baptist Church, 
Rogersville, celebrated its 
150th anniversary-Sept. 25 
with homecoming services. 

+ The Operation Christ
mas Child Shoe box Collection 
Center for _Loudon Coun~y, 
GreE}nback; and Oak Ridge 
will be held Monday-Sunday, 
Nov. 14-20, at Calvary Bap
tist Church, Lenoir City, 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more 
information, call the church at 
(865) 986-3567 or (865) 986-
1015. 

+ A team of 13 'singles from 
Judson Baptist Church, 
Nashville, served in Montana 
this summer. They did church 
construction in Choteau and 

A 29-MEMBER KNOX COUNTY Baptist Association Women on 
Mission Enterprise team worked recently in the tri-city area of 
Lynch, Cumberland, and Benham, Ky. , through the Meridzo Cen
ter. They delivered 130 lap quilts to a nursing home in Cumberland. 
Team members are, from left, first row, Jeanette Thomas and 
Wilma Province; second row, Dorothy Millner, Gail Mays, Barbara 
Brock; Anna Mae Rector, Betty Hankins, Janice Bruce, Katherine 
Fortner, and Aline Hall; back row, Nancy Pilant, Bobbie Farmer, 
and Clydene Livengood. 

TenneSce 

taught Vacation Bible School 
in Conrad. 

+ First Baptist Church,· 
Tullahoma, will hold its 
annual Judgment House 
Wednesday - Sunday, Oct. 26-
.30. For information, contact 
the church at (931) 455-5461. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Hohenwald, celebrated its 
100th anniversary Sept. 18. 
Three former pastors, William 
Swafford, Ben Stringer, and 
Tim Miller, spoke. 

+ Union Hall Baptist 
Church, Vonore, celebrated 
1ts 50th anniversary re.cently. 

+ Dowelltown Baptist 

e 

Church. DowelltoWD 
hold revivnl Oct. ~ 
Charles Smith will spea\ 
Gary and Kathy Mill~r 
lead the music. F()r more 
mation, call \Vayne Mal 
pastor, at (615) 513-0846. 

Association 
+ Knox County Ba1 

Association, based 
Knoxville, sent t\\!D mu 
teams to Iowa this stllhm 
support the 
Baptist Partnership. -'fhe 
unteers served in De~ M 
leading Vacation BibleS 
and doing other work. 

PAT MERRELL, administrative assistant, Judson, Stewart C 
and Truett Baptist AssociatioAs, for 20 years, holds the plaq 
received at the Oct. 1 annual meeting of the associations. ~ 
ciations are based in Dover. Merrell wt11 retire at the end of ''1 
This was the. fifth annual joint session for the associations 
Campbell of Chilhowee Baptist Ass~iation, Alcoa1 spoke as t 1 

several representatives of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 

GUM STAND BltPTIST CHURCH, Sevierville, began 
this building, its new facillty, in a new location abovt two 
ago. The former facility was lan.d/ocked and had been 
capacity with a,bout 150 people for several years, reported 
Reagan; pastor. The new church overlooks the Old Mill in 
Forge. The building program-began in 1997. The new fa~ 
16,000-square-foot facility with a 360-seat sanctuary. SitfC 
ing, attendance is up about 40 percent, added Reagan. ~ 
old facility has 'been sold. "God is so faithful," said Reagan 

DONALD OWENS, center, pastor, Dry Creek Baptist 
Dowelltown, stands with Fred Van Hook, left, song leads 
Creek; and Bill Cox, longtime friend and musician. The me 
during Pastors Appreciation Night held by the church tor 
Cox performed during the service honoring Owens. AnoiJ 
cia/ guest was W L. Baker, a retired pastor who is 97 years 
still preaches at Dry Creek Church once a month. 


