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_Ngfmnal Sheriffs’ Association

mnze erkey
st and Reflector

JOXVILLE — At an age where
 people are just relaxing and enjoy-
‘etirement years, 67-year-old Gale
is busier than ever.
‘on is co-coordinator of the Volun-
;Chaplams Corps with the Knox
fl;y Sheriff’s office and is co-pastor
'his son, Lee Lyon) of Shepherd of
|;i“]_'lﬂ, Baptlst Church in Powell.
& work as a chaplain was recog-
| '-_. recently by the National Sheriffs’
*aaﬁgr_nat then‘ 65th annual cunfer-

;_-ﬁpla.mcy for more than
ﬁ_r&t as a vulunteer and

at he was involved in
gement chaplaincy before it

“loved one who has been killed in an
_ accident or homicide. “There is no  piion in Louisville Ky

‘Knoxville minister cited s nahonal

Those duties are usually sepa-
rated and handled by different
chaplains, the elder Lyon agreed.

Lyon admits he has a passion for
law enforcement chaplaincy. It may
stem from the fact his grandfather
was a deputy sheriff in Washington
County and two sons (Bernie and
Keith) are officers with the Knox
County Sheriff’s Office. Lyon has
first-hand knowledge of the stresses
and pressures faced by police offi-
cers.

As co-coordinator of the Volun-
teer Chaplains Corps, Lyon helps
see that a volunteer chaplain is
available 24 hours a day to respond
to any needs that arise. Volunteer
chaplains assist officers at crime
and accident scenes and provide
counseling to sheriff’s office staff
when needed.

One of the toughest jobs of a
chaplain, Lyon said, is going with
an officer to notify the family of a

easy way to do tell a family a loved

one has died,” he acknowledged.
“You have to be compassionate and tell
them the truth.”

3 On a personal side, the toughest
:?Lynns son, Lee, who alsois thing for Liyon was leading the sheriff’s
office through two “in the line of duty”

deaths of officers. That was “tough,” he
acknowledged because he knew both
officers personally.

Lyon helps lead a 12-week training
academy for chaplains in Knox County
and from a number of other East Ten-

chqplcun of the year

nessee law enforcement agencies.
He is an instructor for law enforce-
ment training academy classes,
covering topics such as family
issues and spiritual preparedness
for officers.

The long-time Baptist pastor
also helps plan, promote, and
endow the HEast Tennessee Law
Enforcement Officers’ Family
Enrichment Retreat. This year’s
event will be held Nov. 4-6 in
Pigeon Forge.

The retreat provides family-ori-
ented resources to officers and their
spouses. Now in its fourth vyear,
Lyon said they are anticipating at
least 50 couples in Pigeon Forge.

Lyon also worked to fund and
distribute a police officer’s Bible
which was done as a memorial for
Steve McCulley, one of the offi-
cers who was killed in the line of

GALE LYON, displays the award he received recently duty. The Bibles, which ,cnntain
as Chaplain of the Year from the National Sheriffs' the K_ﬂ”"‘_ County S{herlff s Office
Association at their 65th annual conference and exhi- 1080, have been given to every

officer as well as to law enforce-

ment officers in other locations,

including Ground Zero in New
York City.

Lyon said he has seen the Bibles in
officers’ cars and in offices. “I know they
are there as a reminder of what the
— See Knoxville, page 3
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'denl' Bush meets Tennessee

:. 1:!!'.

‘iﬁs.ﬁ Dlsaster Relief volunteers

; 45 Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief
volunteers got the thrill of a lifetime
when they met President George Bush
as he visited the state feeding
B unit here Oct. 27, according to
8 David Acres, state disaster relief
e director.

= The Tennessee Baptist disas-
& | ter relief volunteers have been
cooking hot meals for the victims
of Hurricane Wilma in the park-
ing lot of First Baptist Church,
Pompano Beach, since Oct. 26.

Acres spent about an hour
% escorting President Bush around
. the Tennessee feeding operation
- site, showing him the Disaster
. | Relief trailers and equipment,
and introducing him’to volun-
teers.

- “President Bush asked me
where I was from and how long"
had I been working with Ten-

nessee Baptist Disaster Relief)”

_m BEACI—I Fla. — .About

".‘_J. :

Work continues at Carson Springs ' :
Three Campers on Mission were at work at Carson Springs Baptist Conference
Center in Newport last week. Work is continuing on the renovation of the chapel |
(in background). These volunteers are getting sites ready for additional RV park-
ing. From left are James Green, Piney Grove Baptist Church, Maryville; Bob |
Woodside, Dallas Bay Baptist Church, Soddy-Daisy; and Joel O'Brien, Stewart |
Heights Baptist Church, Hixson. Volunteers are still needed to help finish the ren-
S M s, whlhee ovation. For more information, call Keith McKinney at Carson Springs at 1-877-
1&&&2 Baptist Disaster Relief unit at First app - 704-6336, ext. 1002, or Mark LeMay at the Baptist Center in Brentwood at 1-800-

by Wk teers,” Acres added.
urch, Pompano Beach, Fla. — Photo by 57 Acreg- R 558-2090, ext. 2076. — Photo by Lonnie Wilke
i nmgan Florida Baptist Witness e oCs Rlsiiens page d ¥ £ i

F;.ei A

L NT rGeorge W. Bush, center, thanks vol- Koos naid
m;- 1d Jean Dunn of Pine Eden Baptist ‘
émsswﬂe who were serving Oct. 27 on sitie told me that he really
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FOX leads list of
worst TV shows

for families
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Four Fox
network programs top the list
of the 10 worst shows for fami-
ly viewing on prime-time
broadcast television, according
to an annual report by the Par-
ents Television Council meas-
uring series’ appropriateness
for family audiences.

“The War at Home,” “The
Family Guy,” “American Dad”
and “The O.C.” lead the list of
shows the council is warning
against.

Such analysm is done as a
guide for parents who lack the
time to monitor all shows them-
selves, said Brent Bozell, presi-
dent of PTC. Bozell said the
council was alarmed to find
that three of the worst shows
are packaged as family shows
when actually they are “wolves
in sheep’s clothing.” :

“Families should not be
deceived. The top three worst

shows all contain crude and

raunchy dialogue with sex-
themed jokes and foul lan-
guage. :

“Even worse 1s the fact that
Hollywood is peddling its filth
to families with cartoons like
‘The Family Guy’ and ‘American
Dad, ” Bozell said, adding that
those two shows have contained
scenes in which characters are
shown having sex and deviant
sexual topics are routinely dis-
cussed.

The report also includes a
list of the most family friendly
broadcast television shows with
“Extreme Makeover: Home Edi-
tion,” “Three Wishes” and

. “American Idol” as the top

three.

“There are several high
quality shows on this list that
families can watch together
and not be caught by surprise
over filthy dialogue or graphic
sex and violence,” Bozell said.

“However, it 1s clear that
Hollywood does not care about
families as evidenced by the
fact that we could only cite
nine shows on prime-time that
were deemed safe for family
viewing. That is outrageous.
Network executives should be
ashamed and millions of fami-
lies should be offended at their

actions.”
Also on the list of 10 worst

shows for families were “C.S.I.
(Crime Scene Investigation),”
“Desperate Housewives,” “T'wo
and a Half Men,” “That ’70s
Show,” “Arrested Development”
and “Cold Case.”

The list of nine best family-

friendly shows also included

“The Ghost Whisperer,” “Every-
body Hates Chris,” “Reba,”
“Bernie Mac,” “Dancing with
the Stars” and “7th Heaven.”
For more information,
including reasons for the rank-
ings, visit www.parentstv.org. O}

national / state news

Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — “Watch-
men on the Wall” is the theme
of the 2005 Tennessee Baptist
| Convention Pastors Confer-
ence,

The conference will be held
Nov. 14 at First Baptist
Church, Clarksville, site of the
TBC annual meeting which
begins the following day.

Session’ times are 12:50-4
p.m. on Monday afternoon and
5:50-9 p.m. that evening.

The theme is taken from
Ezekiel 3: 17, I have made thee
a watechman ... Hear the word
at my mouth and give them
warning from me.

“My heart longs for this day
to be a day when pastors are
encouraged, challenged, and
fired up to stand strong for
Jesus Christ in these last
days,” said Glenn Denton, pres-
ident of the Pastors Conference
and pastor of Hillcrest Baptist
Church, Lebanon.

“It is a day of compromise,
coldness, and casual Christian-
ity which demands that we not
quit warning people that Jesus
is coming soon and how urgent

| Conference fo focus on ’Wafcllmon o ﬂlo

CHADDICK

it is to be
ready.”

The after-
noon session
will feature
former TBC
Executive
Director D.L.
Lowrie; Steve
Hensley, vice
president of
the Pastors Conference and
pastor of Chinquapin Grove
Baptist Church, Bluff City; and
evangelist Jerry Chaddick of
Lake Charles, La.

The evening session will fea-
ture Steve Gaines, new pastor
of Bellevue Baptist Church,
Cordova; Bob Pittman, pastor
of Kirby Woods Baptist
Church, Memphis; and evan-
gelist Junior Hill of Hartselle,
Ala.

DENTON

HILL

PITTA

LOWRIE

Music will be provic
Chosen Few, a quartet
Branson, Mo., and the Hi
Baptist Church choir.

‘I want to encourage fenl
pastor in the state to
early and stay ’til it"
because I believe it wil |
force your convictions, ¢
and courage in blowii
trumpet and warning t}
ple in these last days,” ]
said. O

Starbucks fo use
Warren Bible-

based quofes
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Rick War-
ren, author of The Purpose-Dri-
ven Life and pastor of Saddle-
back Church in Lake Forest,
Calif,, is utilizing another inno-
vative method of ministry: put-
ting Bible-based quotes on
Starbucks coffee cups.

Warren will be part of Star-
bucks’ campaign called “The
Way I See It,” which is-a collec-
tion of thoughts, opinions, and
expressions  provided by
notable figures that now
appear on the chain’s coffee
cups. In the spring, some cups
will begin featuring one of his
quotes:

“You are not an accident.
Your parents may not have
planned you, but God did. He
wanted you alive and created
you for a purpose. Focusing on
yourself will never reveal your
real purpose. You were made by
God and for God, and until you
understand that, life will never
make sense. Only in God do we
discover our origin, our identity,
our meaning, our purpose, our
significance, and our destiny.”

The quote will mark the first
mention of God in the Star-
bucks quote campaign, and
some people are questioning
whether it’s appropriate to mix
marketing and religion.

Earlier this fall, Baylor Uni-
versity pulled one of the quote
cups from its coffee shop
because it promotes the homo-
sexual agenda. Cup #43 of the
series features a quote by

Armistead Maupin, who said,
“My only regret about being gay
is that I repressed it for so long.
I surrendered my youth to the

people I feared when I could

have been out there loving
someone. Don’t make that mis-
take yourself. Life’s too [exple-
tive] short.” O

Church giving
down as percent

of income
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — A report

released by empty tomb, inc. in
mid-October examined the giv-
ing trends of church members
in the United States and deter-
mined that financial contribu-
tions to churches were down as
a percent of income when com-
pared with previous years.

The Illinois-based Christian
research organization surveyed
28 Protestant denominations
representing 146,000 of the
total estimated 350,000 congre-
gations in the United States
and found that for each dollar
donated to a congregation,
denominations spent 2 cents on
overseas missions in 2003,
down from 7 cents in the 1920s.

Half of the 28 denominations
grew in membership from 1968
to 2003 and half decreased, the
report said, and those that grew
had a higher level of interna-
tional missions support while
those that declined had a lower
average of overseas missions
support.

Per member giving as a per-
cent of income to total contribu-
tions declined from 2002 to
2003, empty tomb said, and giv-

*®takes into account chan

. income in 1968 to 2.59

‘report said.

ing as a percent of incc
down overall from 1968
Giving as a percent of i1
the most useful met
tracking, they said, be

in population (mem|
and in the economy (in

Total contributio
creased from 3.11 pe

in 2003, which is a decl
percent in the portion ¢
donated to the chw

Congregational fin: 88
the funding of intern: 0.
tions of the congreg & -
experienced a 10
decline from the 1968 |
benevolences — func}
larger mission of the ¢
declined 42 percent fr
In 2003, the portion ¢
to benevolences was at
est level during the
period.

Americans gave $¢
in cash donations to ¢
2003, but if church
had given 10 percent
incomes, the total
include an additional
lion to be uséd throug
es.

For more informat
Www.emptytomb.org. !

Call to Prc
'ﬂae« annunl
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__ | of Hurricane Katrina.

gt 24 session of Beulah
| st Association’s annual
Eighere

> explained that her faith
OTovide: een strengthened in the
arte 4 ane’s aftermath, in large
-ue to God having connect-
-" Wlﬂl several local South-
mnat churches that are

1 @B-member mission team
ons, nse__dﬂf members of Pleas-

Mills; and
| Baptlst Church, all

B emher of a Bap-

memh i ﬁu &Eutly came to
i ty to visit Pleasant
reh, and First Church,

-I Lem

13 Hlﬁﬂ noted that there
ng ]lem police officers who
terlt 3ade professions of faith

':i?" Eﬂihnst as a result of the
1{l 12
968 l:__ currently is working on
[ ||1I "riitlireprmt the BlblES

&t-aon the chaplain’s
iEiQ prowdes “Free on the
_;__,:ibles to “any inmate
s for 1t,” Lyon said.

Ill.-u.-

thg !I
nt 1 *_"

ﬂ'ﬂ
; at

the

s and Knox County Bap-

0f ?ﬁﬁatmn have provided
it  purchase these Bibles.
_!_Elﬂjl, a few years ago the

JION CITY — Be not fnr-
| to entertain strangers; for
,py_.spnw have entertained
s unawares. — Hebrews

' Dee Baker .h'as plerlty to

d the soft-spoken and
lady from Slidell, La., has
7 to-say about what God
gne for her in the after-

sus is my best friend,”
+ told a crowd attending

‘noted Knox County

* Woodland Mills, as well as to
address messengers to the
annual associational meeting.

‘Baker explained she had
decided to leave beforehand but
she said most of her neighbors
stayed “and had to swim for
their lives.”

She recalled that she was
displaced six times in a two-
week period with two confused
cats at her side. Her car was
flooded and she was forced to
buy another out of state.

In the aftermath of the
storm, she said no one was
allowed to enter Slidell for two
weeks because the city needed
time to be prepared for the peo-
ple to return — mclud_lng
house-to-house searches for vic-
tims and rescue efforts, cutting
electrical lines to each house,
and clearing fallen trees from
the streets. However, many res-
idents have since chosen not to
return, Baker said.

“Our town is .devastated,”
she said.

“‘Everyone had been dis-
placed out of Slidell, so the traf-
fic was horrible coming and
going out of the town daily.
Many residents lost their jobs
and homes, causing them to
walk away from their homes
permanently.”

Baker — a single woman who
has some handicap from a hip
injury — cleans houses for a liv-
ing and returned to find that 85
percent of her cleaning cus-
tomers had been displaced or
were gone from the city. She also

Golden Offering for Tennessee
Missions provided funds for
Bibles “when we really needed
it,” he added.

Lyon observed that chaplain-
cy is “a ministry of presence.
Chaplains have to earn the
respect (of officers).”

He is grateful that Knox
County Sheriff Tim Hutcheson
has allowed him to do what
was needed in terms of min-
istry. “He has been nothing but
supportive and helpful in all
we do.” :

Ministering to inmates

With regard to ministry to
inmates, Lyon oversees 100 vol-

atrina victim travels to Beulah meetm

Tennes

¢ /

JO DEE BAKER center of S!rdeﬂ La visits with fhe Jimmy
Brown, left, pastor of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church - Rives, and Rick
Burton, pastor of Woodland Mills First Baptist Church, Oct. 24 at
Calvary Baptist Church in Union City during the opening night of
Beulah Baptist Association’s annual meeting. The Hurricane Katri-
na victim came to the meeting to thank volunteers for their assis-
tance. — Photo courtesy of The Messenger in Union City.

worked for an attorney out of her
home and she found that her
computer had gone under dur-
ing the flood and the attorney’s
office roof had caved in.

“The first two weeks, you
have no time to cry or even get
depressed,” she said. “I did as
much as I could each and every
day. The heat of the day wore me
out. With the pain of my rotated
right hip, it was hard for me to
clean out my house and lug
heavy bags of my treasures to
the street. I had no one to help

»

me.

unteers (many from local South-
ern Baptist churches). The min-
istry has averaged eight to nine
professions of faith a week and
more than 100 baptisms per
year, Liyon said.

The volunteers conduct Bible
studies and worship services in
jail facilities in Knoxville as well
as programs such as literacy,
parency, and drug-recovery.

For the past five years Lyon
has secured volunteers, from
both Knox County Baptist

churches and churches of other

denominations, to participate in
an “Angel Tree” program for
children of inmates.

Each year, gifts, ranging in
cost of about $50 per child, are
provided for between 300-350
children. |

Lee Lyon noted churches
have responded in a tremendous
way to the Christmas effort.
“Dad has never had to ask or
beg. The Baptist churches really
help make it work,” he said.

As to volunteers for leading
the ministries in the jail, Lyon
said he has “a waiting list of peo-
ple waiting to volunteer.”

Lyon noted that chaplaincy
has to be “generic” and must be
for everyone, regardless of
denomination or faith.

“I don’t ask anyone to com-
promise his or her personal con-

On Oct. 3, a person from
First Baptist Church, Poncha-
toula (La.), called and asked if
she still needed help. When
she indicated she did, he told
her that Jimmy Brown, pastor
of Pleasant Hill Church,
would be calling her. Three
minutes later, Brown called
and wanted to know her spe-
cific needs.

He told her to measure each
of her rooms for sheetrock and
to measure her roof and that he
would call her back on Oct. 7.
When he called back, he said he

victions, but I do ask them to
put the love of Christ above
everything,” he said.

He also noted that respect is
a key word for ministry to
inmates. “You have to treat
them the way you would want to
be treated.” '

Ministry with church

While it seems that the chap-
lain’s work is a full time job in
itself, Lyon also stays busy as co-
pastor of Shepherd of the Hills.

The church is a result of a
merger in 1999 between Park
Lane Baptist Church in
Knoxville, where Lyon was pas-
tor, and Euclid Avenue Baptist
Church, also in Knoxville, where
Lee was pastor.

Part of the agreement of the
merger was that the churches
would eventually relocate, Lee
Lyon said.

Both of the former churches
have been sold to African Amer-
ican congregations (one of which
is a Southern Baptist church).

The elder Lyon is especially
appreciative that Peace and
Goodwill Baptist Church was
able to purchase the Park Lane
building. “We wanted to keep a
Southern Baptist witness in the
community,” he said.

The combined church is now
meeting in a warehouse while
construction is underway on

sS5ee news

ing to thank volunteers

had 10 volunteers ready to
come to Slidell to help her the
following week.

She said that cell phone
service is so limited in the
aftermath of the storm that she
knows “it had to be God.”

Three members from First:
Church, Woodland Mills,
arrived at Baker’s home on Oct.
10 and began removing the
ruined flooring, with the
remaining 15 members of the
group arriving early the next
morning to begin work.

“I drove up and was in
awe,” a tearful Ms. Baker said.
“As I stood in front of my
house, I saw 18 angels busily
working on my roof and inside
and outside and under my
house. I knew I wasn’t
alone anymore and that God
was taking over.”

By week’s end, the smell of
mold and mildew had been
replaced with the smell of new
wood and paint as the mission
team replaced all the wooden
sub-floors, as well as some
decking and floor joists,
replaced sheetrock, repaired
the roof, made some repairs
beneath the house, washed the
vinyl siding, and painted ceil-
ings.

“For three days, I got to
know 18 angels and 1 found
them to be wonderful Christian
people who really enjoyed help-
ing me,” she said. — Menees'is
a staff reporter for The Messen-
ger in Union City. Story is used
with permission.

|I|e minister cited as national chaplain of the year ...

property in nearby Powell.

Both men are appreciative
that their congregation supports
them in their chaplaincy min-
istry.

“Our ministry (as chaplains)
probably could not have gone on
if the church was not so support-
1ve,” said Lee Lyon.

“They realize it is a ministry
bigger than we are,” his dad
agreed.

As to how they relate as co-
pastors the two rotates who
preaches.

“I enjoy being able to co-pas-
tor with my dad,” Lee said.

He jokes, however, that when
you're “co-pastor with your dad,
you are actually never the co-
pastor. :

“I tell people he makes prom-
ises and I have to keep them.”

Both men stress there is no
competition between them.

“I tell people Lee is supposed
to be a better preacher than me.
He’s the new and improved
model,” the elder Lyon said.

Lyon acknowledges the cur-
rent building program will be
his “last hurrah” as a pastor
before stepping aside and hand-
ing the reins off to Lee.

As to the chaplaincy, he has
no plans to retire. “As long as the
Lord lets me do, I want to keep
serving,” he said. 0
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Why start a church when there are already so many

guest
columnist

WL
U

By Jimmy Inman

Of the questions we have
been asked about starting a
church, one of the most com-
mon ones is, “Why are you
starting a church where there
are already so many church-
es?”

It is a legitimate questmn
My scriptural conviction is
that every church is called to

be a part of planting new -

churches locally, nationally,
and internationally. There is
a more detailed version of
this posted on our web site,
thetruelifechurch.com, but
here are five basic, biblical
reasons why I believe this to
be true:

(1) The Great Commaission: -

In Planting Growing Churches
For The 21st Century, Aubrey
Malphurs writes, “We must
not sit back and be satisfied
with - maintaining what God
has done! Christ’s Great Com-
mission is to disciple the world
for Him, not simply to main-
tain new churches! Conse-
quently, every planted church

must not ‘forget its roots.” Each .

church owes its existence to
some person or church of
vision. Each church has an

obligation, in turn, to articu-
late the vision and start other
churches... It provides church-
es with the potential to evan-
gelize unchurched communi-
ties all across America and
throughout the world. The
idea is that planted churches
reproduce themselves and
make disciples by planting
other churches. This is a
process that will continue
until the Savior returns. In
fact, this is the true meaning

year. They developed into a
church because Acts 11:26 and
13:1 call them a “church.”
Then, the leaders of this
new church, under the leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit, sent
Paul and Barnabas out on the
first missionary journey where
they proclaimed the gospel,
discipled the converts, estab-
lished leaders, and ultimately,
planted churches in cities
including Lystra, Iconium,
Antioch (14:21-23), Galatia

editorial / opinion —

the existing churches, but we
also need new churches who
can relate to different people.
(4) The Lost Sheep Princi-
ple (Luke 15:1-7): Jesus told a
parable about a shepherd who
had a hundred sheep. Ninety-
nine of them were in the fold
but one went astray. What did
that shepherd do? He left the
99 and went and found the one
lost sheep! The principle is
that as long as there is one lost
sheep, we have a mandate

of the Great from God to
Commaission. ‘ go find it.
If we desire to The Bible is clear that church planting is at There  are
E;ff; hffuilﬁ the heart of God’s plan to fulfill the Great E:ie S
understood Gommission. sheep in Ten-
Christ’s com- , nessee. For
mission, we example, in

can find the

answer in the Book of Acts.
Acts is a church-planting book
because much of what takes
place does so in the context of
starting new churches.”

(2) The Pattern of the Book
of Acts: I believe the Book of
Acts gives us the pattern for a
true New Testament Church.
That pattern definitely in-
cludes church planting.

We see this in Acts 11 when.

the disciples were scattered by
persecution. As they went,
they shared Jesus with people.
Many people were saved at
Antioch so the church in
Jerusalem dispatched Barn-
abas, who also took Paul, and
they taught the people for a

(16:6), Philippi (16:9-15), Thes-
salonica (17:1-4), Corinth
(18:1-11), and Ephesus (19:1-
10).

(3) The Intentional Contex-
tualization of the Gospel: Paul
wrote, “I have become all
things to all men, that I might
by all means save some” (I
Corinthians 9:22b). The
gospel is unchanging, but we
need different methodologies
to relate to different people
groups. 1 believe that God
wants us to stop fighting over
styles and start focusing on
taking the gospel to people
where they are in a way they

can relate to (see Paul’s model
at Athens in Acts 17). We need

The famlly table shares more than food

By Carolyn R. Tumlm

~ What is one small change
parents could make that would
create a closer knit family? Or,
engage in conversation that
alerts
problems at school? Or, finding
a time to joke, to laugh, and
enjoy each other’s company?

The answer lies in eating
meals together as a family
unit. Growing up in an earlier
generation our, family usually
ate not one, but three meals
together. With a mother who
deeply believed that God
intended for her to be a home-
maker, she prepared delicious
nutrition meals, placed fresh
flowers on the kitchen table
and used “real cloth” napkins
— never paper ones. I grew up
thinking everyone lived that
way!

However, we live in a differ-
ent world. Children today par-
ticipate in so many extra cur-
ricular activities it's difficult to
find a time to share a meal
together.

~and Substance
Columbia University revealed

parents to potential -

A recent survey by the
National Center on Addiction
Abuse at

that families who plan frequent
meals together are less likely
to have children who use drugs,
alcohol, or choose friends who
use these substances.

Another factor of this study
shows that these children
achieve more academically.
Another plus: they develop
healthy eating habits-and posi-
tive relationships with siblings
and parents.

Suggestions for meal time
togetherness

The following ideas will help
you establish a time, not only to
enjoy food, but to get to know
your family.

* Instead of yelling “the food
1s on stove when anyone wants
to eat,” insist that everyone
come to the table at the same
time and eat together.

® Choose a meal when
everyone can be together. Start
off by planning two or three
meals per week. Hopefully, you
can make this a daily affair.

® Plan in advance and make
a grocery list.

e Use attractive table set-
tings. Don’t save good linens
for company only — family is

more important.

e Use shortcuts by prepar-
ing a large roast or turkey and
preparing a variety of recipes.

Freeze leftovers and use later.

e Engage children and
spouse in helping prepare the
meal. Even small children can
set the table, wash vegetables
for a salad, and help with
cleanup. During this time
together, you discuss their day.

e Make this commitment:
Approach only positive subjects
at mealtime. This is not the
time for scolding or insisting a
child clean their plate.

* Begin the meal with
prayer, thanking God for the
nutritious food and His care of
your family. Close your.meal by
reading a Scripture and brief
devotion. Children need to see
parents use the Bible daily.

Could eating meals together
as a family make a difference
in your home?

This simple change could
produce happier, healthier,
more achieving children. Try
it for a month; you have noth-
ing to lose and everything to

‘gain. 0 — Tomlin writes for

numerous Christian publica-
tions. Her husband, Matt, is
pastor of Ward’s Grove Baptist
Church, Jackson.

Jefferson

County where our church is
located, only 18 percent of the
population attends church on
an- average Sunday and 48
percent of the population has
no church affiliation at all.
Our existing churches will not
be big enough, nor will the
need for new churches cease
until every lost sheep is found.
(5) The Kingdom Reality:
God has called us to build His
kingdom together. We are
partners in the harvest and
working together to plant
churches is an important part
of bringing in the harvest and
building the kingdom. When
we sent a core group and a
church planter out of our

church to plant a h
Dandridge, it definitely
lenged us. However, the:
make more of a kin
impact there than they

have made by staying wi
Plus, it is a biblical pn
that we are in danger of
anything that we hold
but anything that is gi
God will be used, mult
and we will be bless
return.

The Bible is E€lear
church planting is a'the
of God’s plan to fulfi
Great Commission.

How can we be inv
Pastors, we can teac
churches these biblical t

We can give throug
Cooperative Program, V
can give to the Golden
ing for Tennessee M
because much of that
goes to church planting

God may be calling s
you to plant a church. C
es and associations ca
ner together to spons
churches. We can send 1
teams to various ares
the goal of startin
churches. We can lead
to Christ where we are
will lead to the startmg
churches.

Let’s work together
the Great Commissi

Lbuild God’s kingdom b;
ing new churches. 0 -
is pastor of True Life C
Jefferson City. .

By James T. Draper Jr.

The past 12 months have
been some of the most costly in
world history because of natu-
ral disasters. Hurricanes Kat-
rina and Rita devastated the
‘Gulf Coast here in the United
States, and it is hard to believe
it was almost 12 months ago
that the tsunami devastated
parts of Southern Asia. So
much destruction; so much
loss of life.

Creation was subjected to
futility ... in the hope that the
creation itself will’ also be set
free from the bondage of cor-
ruption into the glorious free-
-dom of God’s children (Romans
8:20-21, HCSB). The Apostle
Paul called it, didn’t he. Cre-
ation was made to have a rela-
tionship with the Creator, but
it is separated because of sin.
It yearns to be set free.

So, too, the souls of men.
More than 225,000 souls were
swept into eternity, and only a
handful had ever even heard
the name of Jesus Christ. Most
will spend eternity separated
however, is that a tsunami of
lostness sweeps across South
Asia 52 times a year. Almost as
many people die each week

Spiritual relief for a spiritual disa

- support those who g

never having heard ﬁl
of Jesus or His salvatio

Southern Baptists
seem to respond when t

the peoples of Indon
Lanka, and Thailand.

must run to South A
other parts of the wi
we must go NOW. The
urgent. |

There is an urge
and we must pray '
souls. We need to g
volunteers and fu]l
sionaries. But we m
give our money thro
Lottie Moon Christmé
ing (registered trade
Woman’s Missionary L i .

them about Jesus
A spiritual di
spiritual relief. Or u
of Jesus Christ ¢
tsunami of luah:m am
across our world, tof(
disaster relief plan. _
er is president ©
Christian Re
Nashville.
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: ; Lonnie Wilkey, editor

want to focus on two seem-
ly un-related news events
't have occurred recently.
Mirst,. the death of Rosa
ks on Oct. 24 has drawn
siderahle media attention,
it should. Rosa Parks is
sidered the “mother of the
1 rights movement”
juse in 1955 she refused to
-ender her seat to a white
1 on a segregated. bus in
1tgomery, Ala.
‘hat act of defiance
rked a 381-day Mont-

lery bus boycott and
aght the issue of civil
ts into the forefront.

n a Baptist Press story
yama governor Bob Riley
| a member of First Baptist
xrch, Ashland) said, “Rosa
zs will always be remem-
id as a courageous woman
. ;iuietly confronted injus-

Br Chris Menees

fe, félmd beauty in the
it of devastation in snuth-
arn Louisiana.
came in the form of a pre-
3 lady named Jo Dee
'T (see story on page 3).
1€’s among the thousands
ztims of Hurricane Katri-
it to the 18 of us who met
Jet. 10-14, she’s so much

1e’'s a blessing — even
zh she says we're the
ing and she refers to us
T “18 angels.”
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3 — myself and 17 other -
on team members from

tice, and in so doing, she
changed a nation.”

Wouldn’t our world be a bet-
ter place if that could be said
of all Christians.

Too many of us lack the
courage, convictions, and
strength to stand up for what
i1s morally right. We are afraid
of being ridiculed or persecut-
ed.

Rosa Parks recognized that,
one’s skin color should not
determine where you “sat” on
a bus or whether or not you
could enter a restaurant and
order a meal and she took a
stand.

We still have a long way to
go in racial reconciliation but
we are farther down the road
because of Rosa Parks and oth-
ers like her.

The second event is the
release of a report from the
Parents Television Council.

Do you know what your
children are watching on tele-
vision? Or better yet, do you
know what you’re watching?

A page two story details the
10 worst television shows for
families currently being aired
by networks.

Beulah Baptist Association,
Union City, helped Ms. Jo Dee,
a single woman whose hpme
was not covered by flood msur-
ance.

T don’t think any of us will
ever be the same again.

Personally, there’s so much
of the devastation I'll never
forget and so much of the
beauty I'll always remember.

I'll never forget turning
onto Ms. Jo Dee’s street and
seeing the mountains of
ruined household belongings
piled high in front of every
home. They included bedding
and clothing and photo albums
and children’s toys — families’
entire lives transformed into
wet mounds of debris clutter-
ing the streets, block after
block and mile after mile.

I'll never forget seeing the
bright orange markings that
rescue workers had painted

Among the “worst” are
shows that I hear people,
including Christians, talk
about all the time. As 1
scanned the list I was relieved
to see only two shows that 1
have ever watched at all and I
have seen them only rarely. I
very seldom watch network
television because it is so

. raunchy. The only show I try to

watch every week was not on
the list, so I'm safe for now.
Normally, however, if it’s not a
sporting event or a rerun of an
old television favorite, then I
don’t watch it.

I have discovered that at
least one former editor has
addressed this topic before.
In the history of the Baptist
and Reflector that is being
published, author Fletcher
Allen discovered an editorial
by former editor Richard
Owen who served in the
1950s-60s.

Owen made these observa-
tions about “your child and tele-
vision” in 1966: “We can’t dis-
miss television. It will stay. But
we dare not be indifferent to
what it is presenting, particu-
larly to children. In many

on every house to indicate
they had been searched for
victims. Even though I'd seen

them in newspaper photos
and on television, they were
suddenly very real as I made
a connection between the
paint markings and people
who once lived in Ms. Jo Dee’s
neighborhood. '

I'll never forget Ms. Jo Dee’s
reaction the day she arrived at
her house to find the-team
working inside and out, top to
bottom. She cried — later
explaining to us that her out-
pouring of emotion marked the
first time she had really wept
since the hurricane and that
she had simply been function-
ing in “survival mode” until

‘that time.

I'll always remember how
Ms. Jo Dee was so concerned
about our well-being and
made sure we had somewhere

d is in control
an alumnus, donor, for-
mployee, and friend of
mnt University I have been
oring the covenant pro-
with keen interest. As a
1g Tennessee Baptist,
importantly though a fol-
of Christ, I have to believe
.« rod is in control of this sit-
1 and that His will shall be
pﬁﬂh&d in the Eﬂd.
lmont University ‘is an
levable asset to not only

our community, but also our
state and nation. Under the
leadership of four strong Presi-
dents and even more dedicated
trustees, faculty and staff, Bel-
mont has become a premier
environment for learning with a
strong Christian heritage and
mission.

I have to be influenced by
strong men of faith. Men like
Herbert C. Gabhart, Joe Stack-
er, and Vern Powers deserve
more than just our ear, they

deserve our respect. I believe -

that the current administration
and trustee body are earnestly
seeking God’s will for the Uni-
versity and that none of what
has been presented in this new
covenant was decided on in
haste. We as members of the
Tennessee Baptist Convention,
members through our congrega-
tions, can not know what it
takes to successfully run a pre-
‘mier institution of higher learn-
ing today. We have to have faith
in those who have been selected
to lead and guide the University

editorial / opinion

respects it is determining their
future. They have not yet
learned to determine them-
selves to evaluate what they see
and hear, not to reject what is
cheap, shoddy, and repulsive.

“Do we speak out against
‘sick’ humor? Do we condemn
the television fare constantly
piped into our living rooms
which cancerously attack the
social attitudes providing the
foundation for civilized human
relations?”

If I didn’t know better, I
would have thought Dr. Owen
had a crystal ball and was
looking at television in 2005,
not 1966.

But think about it. We look
back at television shows of
1966 and see nothing “wrong”
with them. Wiser minds such
as Dr. Owen saw the potential
for trouble and he was right.
As the years progressed, raci-
er language was used and it
has evolved to where we are
today.

Christians have no one else
to blame for what is on televi-
sion but ourselves. If Chris-
tians had taken a stand when
Hollywood began to use filthy

rod’ beauty shines through amid devastation in

to sit in her yard when we
enjoyed our noon lunch break.
Even though our host church,

First Baptist Church, Poncha- -

toula, packed a sandwich
lunch for us daily, Ms. Jo Dee
insisted we be served a hot
meal from the American Red
Cross disaster truck that
made its way through the
neighborhood two or three

‘times a day offering food and

cold drinks.

I'll never forget riding with
Ms. Jo Dee to nearby First
Baptist Church, Slidell, and
seeing the long, long lines of
hurricane victims waiting for
food and the dozens of South-
ern Baptist Disaster Relief
workers scurrying about on
the front lawn working to
meet the need. Ms. Jo Dee’s
comment is burnt in my mind:
“They’re hungry,” she said soft-

ly.

letters to the edito

and they agree, unanimously,

that this new covenant is the

right direction for Belmont.

I was stunnéd by-the words
of Rev. Kevin Shrum in a past
issue. The issue of Belmont and
her relationship with the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention is a
very serious matter. His sad
attempt at sarcasm is a slap in
the face to the entire Belmont
community. There are thou-
sands of alumni, administra-
tion, faculty, and staff that serve
and minister in Baptist congre-

-rlstlan parents can learn lesson from life of Rosa Parks

language, graphic sex, and
undue violence on television,
we might have more family-
oriented shows today.

Think about what TV would
look like if Christians had
taken the lead and gone to
advertisers in the beginning
and said, “Stop promoting
these programs or we won't
buy your products.” Money
does talk.

We may not be able to
reverse the trend we see in tel-
evision, but we can all monitor
what 1s watched in our own
homes.

So, what’s the tie between
the death of Rosa Parks and a
report about the sorry state of
television in our nation?

There is none, other than
the fact that Christian parents
can take a lesson from Rosa
Parks.

Don’t be afraid to speak out .

against what is morally
wrong.

You may not become
nationally recognized, but .

God will remember you in the
day of judgment for standing
bold and courageous on His
Word. O

Lovisiana

I'll never forget driving
along the shore of Lake
Pontchartrain and seeing
apartment buildings reduced
to piles of rubble, empty con-
crete slabs where houses once
stood and boats overturned
right alongside cars on city
streets.

Now that I'm home, I hope I
never forget the devastation.
Perhaps I need to be reminded
of how blessed I am to have a
roof over my head and food on
the table and clothes on my
back and a warm bed of my
own.

And perhaps it’s Ms. Jo Dee
herself, with her face glowing
and eyes glistening, who
summed it up best as we pre-

pared to leave Louisiana for

the trip home: “God is good.”
— [ Menees is a staff reporter
for The Messenger in Union

City,

gations across this state and
they deserve more respect.

I urge all Tennessee Baptists
to bathe this matter in prayer in
advance of the annual meeting
next month. I also pray that ‘'we
will all be able to check our egos,
aspirations, agendas, pride, and
every other sinful hindrance at
the door of First Baptist Church,
Clarksville. I pray that God will
bless our meeting and that in
everything His will be done.

Hagan Stone
Nashville 37204
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NOBTS student finds ministry opporlumhes

By Connie Davis Bushey
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Nikki Lively
has made a lot of changes in her
life since Hurricane Katrina.
The student of New Orleans
(La.) Baptist Theological Semi-
nary had just moved into new
housing in New Orleans and
was preparing for the new
semester when Katrina hat.

Thankfully the native of
LaFollette was in Baton Rouge,
La., when the storm hit. She
was wrapping up a job as asso-
ciate youth minister, Istrouma
Baptist Church. She attended
church on Sunday, Aug. 28, and
said her goodbyes. Katrina
struck that night, Lively
recalled. She was staying with
friends,

That night stretched into a
month in Baton Rouge as Lively
worked at an American Red
Cross shelter at Istrouma
Church as a volunteer. The
church housed up to 600 people
at a time, helping about 1,000.

“There are still people there
right now,” noted Lively, who
considers New Horizon Baptist
Church, LaFollette, her home
church.

Lively served each day from
7 p.m. - 7 a.m., as requested by
the ARC. She became involved
when a church staff  member

“U nion has achieved a preeminent place in higher

education in America. It is bringing faith from
a Christian perspective and integrating it with
learning. That's a cliché that a lot of people use, but
Union is really doing it right across dlac:plmm}

asked her to come and spend a
few hours talking to evacuees
since she was “in the same boat”
as an evacuee. She didn’t have a
job or school or home, so she did,
said Lively.

Because she wasn’'t an ARC
volunteer, she could do more,
explained Lively, to help many
of the people stranded at the
church. Using the internet, she
helped them find relatives,
housing, and transportation.

After about a week she
learned the house she was rent-
ing with two other NOBTS stu-
dents was undamaged. But she
learned the seminary would be
opening in January and on-line
studies were still being
planned.

Friends delivered her belong-
ings. The family she was staying
with from Istrouma told her to
stay as long as she wanted.
They also provided her meals.

So Lively stayed to help. She
also was feeling betteér, she said,
as she helped those in the shel-
ter. In comparison to them, she
was doing fine. She could join
her parents in LaFollette who
would help her financially. She
was trying to help many people
whose whole family lived in
New Orleans "so “they have
nobody else. They don’t have a
back-up plan,” said Lively.

Some of them were searching

lines, I'm impressed with what Union is doing in

promoting a biblical worldview — an understanding
of all life under the Lordship of Christ.”

Charles Colson

Founder, Prison Fellowship and Wilberforce Forum

CCU

for family members, which was
heart-wrenching, she added.

One lady she got to know at
the shelter wrote Lively a letter
in LaFollette to tell Lively she
had found her 16-year-old
daughter, who was with the
lady’s ex-husband when Katri-
na hit. It took three weeks to
locate the daughter, said Lively.

She also heard some amaz-
ing stories, she reported, as she
learned the best thing to do was
to listen.

The experience at the shel-
ter was “therapeutic for me,”
analyzed Lively. The night after
Katrina hit, she started crying
while watching TV. “I got terri-
fied. I thought, what do I do
now?” Had God wanted her to
remain on the staff of the

church so she could serve the

evacuees? she wondered. Then
she would have a job and an
apartment.

But as she worked with the
evacuees, she realized that Kat-
rina only “put a damper on my
plans and pushes things back a
little bit.” Lively referred to her
plans to graduate in May. She
learned NOBTS would re-open
in August 2006 but would be
working with students 1n
Atlanta and on-line.

She realized she needed to
re-start her studies and look for
a job to pay for school. Then

i

nion University...has chosen the path of
cultural engagement, confidently and
joyfully proposing the Christian worldview as
an intellectually and morally superior
alternative to the tired dogma of secularism.”

Robert P. George

McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence, Princeton University

Tennessee news

lhrough Katring

God, she said, worked through
her sister, Windy Robbins of
Nashville.

Robbins, director of Wood-
mont Baptist Weekday Pre-
school of Woodmont Baptist
Church, offered Lively a job.
Robbins said the offer was a

natural solution to two needs,.

She needed a teacher and Live-
ly needed a job. Lively also was
uniquely experienced because
she had worked at the preschool
with Robbins while attending
Belmont University.

Lively also i1s continuing her

NIKKI LIVELY nrghr srudent of New Orleans Baptist Theol
Seminary, works with her sister, Windy Robbins, at the Wooc
Baptist Weekday Preschool of Woodmont Baptist Ct
Nashville. Lively was displaced from the school by Hurricane
rina. Robbins is director of the preschool.

MJ

seminary studies on-line.
living with Windy and he
band, Dennis, membe
Woodmont. '
Lively 1s not sure wh
when she will move nex
also was a North America
sion Board semester miss
in Winterset, lowa, whe
was called to a church st:
worked for two years.
“How God works may
weird sometimes. It'sM
always comfortable for 1
it’s to help us minister t
people better,” said Lively

14 I I aving spent many days on the campus
Union, | can say it is one of the best in
the nation. I highly recommend Union to

students wherever 1 go.”

Henry T. Blackaby

President, Blackaby Ministries International

i) UNION

f UNIVERSI]

1050 Union University Drive « Jackson, TN 38305 « 1.800.33.UNION +« www.uu.edu

The nation's oldest Southern Baptist university, founded in 1823
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,P.RT — Each year

,ﬂe Baptist Church
"""-;cts a community

ﬁrﬂject This year
- conducted their
nterms. of both labor

'm
e past ‘members have
a%erlals and roofed a

v a. needy person or

"-mstalled a hot
pééter in a widow’s

;rear members provid-
e for a fellow member.
:iers of Sunnyside

Geraldme Cole. She

Lngle lady who along

- mother was a mem-

£ church But for years

sn’'t able to attend

5}1@5 cared for her
~and father as they

sers, especially the

|1351gned each year to
1ew of the family’s

The church provided
help— with utilities,
| Cole’s car at times,

-ﬁeted her to a com-

- :
_‘u—nn. —

for free gro-

—
1

. she attended some church

activities. A health problem
keeps her from working. As
more members of the church
visited her they learned she
was using very little electricity
to save money, at times using
only one light bulb.

During the winter Cole was
relying on a portable kerosene
heater for heat. She needed
kerosene, she admitted, which
the church provided. Cole
rarely asked for help, saying
she knew other people, espe-
cially children, needed help
worse than she did.

But that source of heat was
dangerous, the members and
pastor Jack Parrott knew.

“Nobody in this country
should Live like that, though a
lot in this country do, but not
when they’re a member of a
church,” said Parrott, who has
served as pastor of the church
for 16 years. He has served as
a minister for 49 years.

Men of Sunnyside who meet
for a Saturday morning prayer
time discussed Cole’s situa-
tion. The group often initiates
work projects for needy people.
Soon the deacons and congre-
gation had voted to provide
Cole a new manufactured
home.

She needed some convinc-

ing but her deacon, Doug Fos-'

ter, and Parrott met with her
and led her to accept the gift.
The church bought a used
manufactured house. Then
men of the church prepared
the site. That involved a lot of
brush and tree removal, said
Parrott. On the first Saturday
which was a work day on the
project, about 40 men labored
at the site, recalled Parrott.

The land housed Cole’s dilapi-

dated manufactured house.
The new house would be
placed beside it.

The men worked hard.
Some came down with poison
ivy as a result. But they
returned on the next work day
to continue the work, Parrott
reported.

The site was graded and
prepared for the new house.
After it was installed, men of
the church added underpin-
ning. They dug trenches and
installed water pipes and
sewer pipes. They graded and
paved a driveway and built a
porch.

Other wmembers of the
church also got involved. Fur-
niture for the living room and
bedroom was delivered to the
new home.

u changes, your health plan can change too.
herever you are in life, GuideStone is there to guide you —
ery step of the way.

a-?

eS| anmblhty for your farrul}f S good health requires commitment.

to eﬂis here to help by prcmdmg the benefits, information and

h B 3aptist ministers, church staff, seminary students and denommaunnal employees

gib ftl:l apply fbr coverage

through GuideStone.

'

Tennessee news

nyslde Church, Kingsport, provudes home for member

GERALDINE COLE, a member of Sunnyside Baptist Church,
Kingsport, sits in her new home, which was provided recently by

her church. *

Women of the church col-
lected household items like
sheets and towels and deliv-
ered them to Cole. ;

In her new home, Cole
enjoys for the first time a ceil-
ing fan, central air with a ther-
mostat, and a porch.

“The project was good for
her and our folks have been
blessed by it too,” said Parrott.

Cole has been “over expres-
sive in her thanks,” described
Parrott. One way she has
responded is by attending
most church activities regular-
ly including Sunday School for

GuideStone Financial Resources. Your Guide fpr Lifer

1-800-262-0511

www. GuideStone.org

the first time. That has been
“cood for her,” said Parrott.

She has “really come out of her

shell,” he added.

The project cost over
$20,000. It was funded by sev-
eral special offerings, gifts
from individuals, and a budget
allocation, said Parrott. The
church is not in debt right now
although it is developing a
building fund.

“It was a worthwhile proj-
ect,” said the pastor.

“You can take care of your
own people it seems to me,’
concluded Parrott.

-
GuideStone-

FINANCIgL RESOURCES
of the Southern Baptist Convention
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Reports from the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws

The Committee on Constitution and Bylaws, in response to consti-
tutional amendment requirements, presents the following formatted
proposed amendments to the Tennessee Baptist Convenjion'’s
Bylaws as requested by the joint motion from messengers Carl
Creasman, First Baptist Church, Athens; Bill Seale, First Baptist
Church, Morristown; and Norman Templeton, First Baptist Church,
Concord, Knoxville. The following amendments are not official
until they have been presented to the convention during a miscella-
neous business session,

SrHeethroush — deleted
Bold and Italics — new

Current Reading:
Bylaw 1. PROCEDURE OF MEETINGS OF THE CONVEN-

TION
(8) Motions to Amend Committee Reports
A. Motions to amend a Committee on Committees report or
Committee on Boards report may be accomplished by doing the
following:

a. Persons wishing to amend the Committee on Committees
or Committee on Boards report are requested as an act of courtesy
to notify the committee at least twenty-one (21) days prior to the
first day of the Annual Meeting. This will allow the committee fo
properly consider the request to amend, have time to notify the
affected institution and nominee, and republish its report with any
changes on the first day of the Annual Meeting. '

b. The report of the Committee on Boards and the Commit-
tee on Committees shall be presented for consideration prior to the
first miscellaneous business session on the first day of the Annual
Meeting. |

c. A messenger may make a motion to amend a committee’s
report during the time at which the report is presented or during the
first miscellaneous business session on the first day of the Annual
Meeting. A motion to amend may address only one (1) person at a
time for consideration.

B. Once the committee’s report has been adopted by the Con-
vention, with any amendments, it shall constitute election by the
Convention.

Proposed Reading:
Bylaw 1. PROCEDURE OF MEETINGS OF THE CONVEN-
TION ,

(8) Metions—te-Amend-Commitiee-Reports Additional Nomina-

tions

4-eHew-|-n-g- The repert‘s ef the Cemm!tree on Cemmutees emf the
Committee on Boards constitute nominations for Committee and
Board positions.

B. Additional nominations for eens:derauon Jor the positions
considered by the Committee on Committees and Committee on
Boards may be made in the following manner:

a. Persons wishing to emend-the-Committee-on-Commitiees
er-Committee—on—Boards—repert present additional nominations
Jor the Boards or Committees are requested as an act of courtesy,
to notify the committee at least twenty-one (21) days prior to the
first day of the Annual Meeting. This will allow the committee to
properly consider the reguestte-amend: additional nominee(s) and
have time to notify the affected institution(s) if the additional nom-
manen (s J is/are fer an institutional board. end—neminee—and

b. The report of the Committee on Boards and the Committee

on Committees shall be presented for consideration prior to the first
miscellaneous business session on the first day of the Annual Meeting.

c. A messenger may make a nominafion meten-te-amend-a
committees—report during the time at which the Committee on
Committees and the Committee on Boards reports i are present-
ed or during the first miscellaneous business session on the first day
of the Annual Meeting. A messen-

ger may only present one (1) perser nomination at a time fer-een-

C. Each contested position shall be voted on by ballot on the
second day of the Annual Meeting. All non-conftested positions
shall be elected by voice vote or visible show of ballots following
the casting of ballots for the contested positions.

Current Reading:
Bylaw 2. STANDING COMMITTEES

(9) Duties
C. Committee on Boards
j. Persens wishing to amend the Committee on Boards report
are requested to do the following:

(a) As an act of courtesy notify the committee at least
twenty-one (21) days prior to the first day of the Annual Meeting.
This will allow the committee to properly consider the request to
amend, have time to notify the affected institution and nominee,
and republish its report with any changes on the first day of the
Annual Meeting.

(b) The report of the Committee on Boards shall be pre-
sented for consideration prior to the first miscellaneous business
session on the first day of the Annual Meeting.

(c) A messenger may make a motion to amend a commit-
tee’s report during the time at which the report is presented or dur-
ing the first miscellaneous business session on the first day of the
Annual Meeting. A motion to amend may address only one (1) per-
son at a ime for consideration.

k. Once the committee’s report has been adopted by the Con-
vention, with any amendments, it shall eenst;tute electlen by the
Convention.

Proposed Reading: -
Bylaw 2. STANDING COMMITTEES
(9) Duties _
C. Committee on Boards
j. Persons wishing to emend-the present additional nomina-
tions for the positions presented by the Committee on Boards
report are requested to do the following:
(a) As an act of courtesy notify the committee at least
twenty-one (21) days prior to the first day of the Annual Meeting.
This will allow the committee to properly consider the additional

nominee(s) for eligibility of service and request—to—amend, have
time to Hﬁtlf)f the affected institution aﬂd-nemmee—eﬂd-fepa-b-lﬁh

;f the addmenai nemmee(s) m’are fer an msnmnenal beard.

(b) The report of the Committee on Boards shall be pre-
sented for consideration prior to the first miscellaneous business
session on the first day of the Annual Meeting,

(c) Additional nominations for the positions presented by
the Cemm:ﬂee on Boards shall be presen!ed Ar-Hressenser—rey

- e spert during the time at
whleh the report is presented or dunng the first miscellaneous busi-
ness session on the first day of the Annual Meeting. A metiente

emend-may-address messenger may only present one (1) persen
nominee at a time fer-eensideration:

Tennessee news

(d) All nominations presented in accordanc
above, shaﬂbcnftmﬂm&tfmtm Boards fo
eligibility with the Committee on Boards reporting en
bility on the second day of the Annual Meeting.

K. Onee-the-committeesreport-has-been-adopied
e e bbb e e
Convention. Each contested position shall be voted o
following the report of the Committee on Boards on
day of the Annual Meeting. All non-contested positic
elected by voice vote or visible show of ballots followi
ing of ballots for the contested positions.

X mmﬂi "‘ -
Bylaw 2. STANDING COMMITTEES
(9) Duties _ x
D. Committee on Committees "~

h. Persons wishing to amend the Committee on
report are requested to do the following:
(a) As an act of courtesy notify the commi
twenty-one (21) days prior to the first day of the Anm
This will allow the committee to properly consider th
amend, have time to notify the affected nominee, and
report with any changes on the first day of the Annual
(b) The report of the Committee on Commit
presented for consideration prior to the first miscellane
session on the first day of the Annual Meeting,
(c) A messenger may make a motion to amen

tee’s report during the time at which the report is pres
ing the first miscellaneous business session on the fir
Annual Meeting. A motion to amend may address only s
son at a time for consideration.
i. Once the committee's report has been adoptec Hi
vention, with any amendments, it shall constitute el¢ g
Convention.

Proposed Reading:
Bylaw 2. STANDING COMMITTEES
(9) Duties
D. Committee on Committees
h. Persons wishing to emend present additio
tions for the positions presented by the Committee o1
report are requested to do the following:

(a) As an act of courtesy notify the comm
twenty-one (21) days “’or to the first day of the Anr
This will allew the cemmlttee te preperly eenmder |

addmonai nemmee(s) fer e!lg:blhry ef service.
(b) The report of the Committee on Comm
presented for consideration prior to the first miscellan
session on the first day of the Annual Meeting.
(C) A-messenger-may-make-a-fRoton-to-ame
tee-srepert Additional nominations for the positions
the Committee on Committees shall be presented d
at which the report is presented or during the first
business session on the first day of the Annual Meeti
to—amend messenger may eddsess only present o
nemmatmn at a time Fer-eenﬁfdeﬁmeﬁ

Cenvention- Each contested position shall be vote
following the report of the Commiitee on Commilte
ond day of the Annual Meeting. All non-contested,|
be elected by voice vote or visible show of ballots
casting of ballors for the centested positions.

The Committee on Constitution and Bylaws presents the formatting for
motion presented by Larry Reagan, messenger, from Adams Chapel
Baptist Church, Dresden. (Editor’s Note: Reagan has informed the
B&R he plans to change this amendment slightly, adding a “grandfa-
ther” clause to make it understood that current board members would
be allowed to complete their current term, but re-election for subse-
quent terms would be subject to the terms of the proposed amendment.)

Strikethroush = delete
Bold and Italics = new

Bylaw 2. STANDING COMMITTEES
(2) Membership
A. Each of the standing committees shall be composed of fifteen
members.
B. Members of standing committees shall be resident members of
churches affiliated with the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Proposed Reading: :
Bylaw 2. STANDING COMMITTEES
(2) Membership
A. Each of the standing committees shall be composed of fifteen
members.

O RERER SN N ‘ P

B. Members of standing committees shall be resident members of
churches affiliated with the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

C. No person shall be eligible for election to any STANDING
COMMITTEE if such election would result in more than one mem-
ber of the nominee’s church serving on standing committees.

Current Reading:
Bylaw 4. BOARDS AND INSTITUTIONS
(2) Limitation of Service

A. An individual shall not serve on more than one of the governing
bodies of such institutions, etc., simultaneously, excepting the Baptist
Memorial Health Care System, Inc., whose board members may serve
on two boards. 3

B. An individual serving on the Executive Board of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention may not be elected to any other Convention board
or standing committee.

C. An individual may not serve as a trustee or director who receives

a salary from The Tennessee Baptist Convention or any of its institu-
tions.

D. An individual serving on a Convention standing committee,
other than the Committee on Committees or the Committee on Boards,
may-also serve on a governing board of a Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion institution.

Bylaw 4. BOARDS AND INSTITUTIONS
(2) Limitation of Service

A. An individual shall not serve on more than one

bodies of such institutions, etc., simultaneously.—exeey

St o-boards W
B. An individual serving on the Executive Board ¢
Baptist Convention may not be elected to any other C
or standing committee.
C. An individual may not serve as a trustee or direc
a salary from The Tennessee Baptist Convention or @
tions.
D. An individual serving on a Convention stan:
may edse not serve on a governing board of a Tennes
vention institution.
E. No person shall be eligible for election to any
of a Tennessee Baptist Convention institution, excls
tive Board, if such election shall result in m ’
“ing representatives on more than one such g ":‘ﬂ

F. The provisions of paragraph A. and D. do '3
lmgiuurehcudﬂmmm.ﬂw

their eligibility.
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' said it was prayer that
ted him and served as
line.

.® hington, who  has
| as a shipping clerk for
rs at LifeWay Christian

ces, 'irqveled throughout

Mlddle Tennessee Pastors Conference
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James Netherton

'as Netherton, president, Carson-Newman, Jefferson City

Jefferson City. Tems#cé

His latest deployment was
his third during 16 years with
the Tennessee National Guard,
which he joined after four
years of active duty in the
Army.

While he was in Afghen-
istan, many people prayed for
Washington daily, including his
co-workers at LifeWay who
added him to the prayer list in
the Piland Prayer Chapel.
Although being deployed was

Kevin Shrum

University, Jackson
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difficult, Washington said the
support and encouragement he
received from LifeWay helped
him endure.

“It makes you feel like some-
one cares, knowing that people
are standing behind you and
are there for you,” he said.

Dell Raines, in LifeWay cus-
tomer service, coordinates
prayer requests in Piland
Prayer Chapel and said
employees gather daily to pray
for requests just like Washing-
ton’s. “As a Christian operation,
we need to practice what we
preach,” Raines said. “We've
seen many positive results.
This is all due to God working
because people were willing to
take the time to pray.”

Washington is one of several
LifeWay employees serving in
the military.

Steve Lawrence, LifeWay’s
human resources director, said
the Southern Baptist entity
demonstrates its commitment
to all employees in the military

New Lower Rates For
Term Life Insurance!

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male)

Age $150,000 $300,000
25 $11.08 $13.39
35 $11.35 $13.91
45 $19.76 $30.45
55 $42.45 $73.24
65 $103.46 $194.78

Please call The Insurance Store
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free
1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat.
Level premiums that do not increase for
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life
insurance company. Preferred Male rates
illustrated above. Please call for other

ages and Female rates.

lennes

reserves by providing support
beyond the standard compli-
ance with federal and state
laws related to military serv-
ice. :

Lawrence said LifeWay
believes it should support the
employees/soldiers by going
beyond the basic requirements
and providing a supplemental
salary for at least six months.
“This supplemental salary is
the difference between their
normal pay and their military
salary,” Lawrence said. As a
result, the soldiers do not lose
any of their salary while serv-
ing on active duty.

Washington said he received
100 percent support from co-
workers. “It means everything
to serve my country and then
return to LifeWay. It’s been a
blessing. Knowing that you're
surrounded by Christiah people
is the greatest benefit.”

He compared the necessity
of prayer in people’s lives to gas
in an automobile. “As Chris-
tians, we must pray. That’s
what keeps us moving,” Wash-
ington said. “Prayer is the key

. CIASSIFED |

MINISTRY — COMBINATION
First Baptist Church, Somerville,
Tenn., is seeking a full-time min-
ister of music and education.
Bachelor's degree required,
seminary degree desirable.
Experience in a Southern Baptist
Church important. We are a
growing church with 350-400 in
worship. Job description avail-

able upon request. Interested.

applicants send resume to Per-
sonnel Committee, c/o First Bap-
tist Church, 12685 South Main
St.,, Somerville, TN 38068.
Resumes will be received
through Dec. 1, 2005.

o e o D
Seeking full-time minister of
music and education (associate
pastor) for Fern Creek Baptist
Church (SBC/CBF affiliation).
Applicant must be an experi-
enced and excellent musician,
worship leader, and educator
and must exemplify strong spiri-
tual maturity. Send resume to
Fern Creek Baptist Church, Attn.
Personnel Committee, P.O. Box
91146, Louisville, KY 40291 or
e-mail to ferncreekbaptist@bell-
south.net. Resumes will be
received through Nov. 15. Ques-
tions? Call (502) 239-0316
(Linda Barnes Popham, pastor).

R RS
Jefferson Street Baptist Church
is seeking a full-time minister of
music and education. This candi-
date will primarily be responsible
for music while assisting the staff
in the promotion of Sunday
School and developing an ongo-
ing discipleship ministry. For
more information please call
(478) 272-7750 or send resume
to Search Committee, 209 N.
Jefferson St., Dublin, GA 31021.

SEe€e nNews

rdsman thankful for LifeWay during deployment in Afghamstan

. Afghanistan delivering money
to troops who needed funds.

to the kingdom because it’s
direct communication with
God. With any problem and sit-
uation, we can go to Him in
prayer.”

Washington is a member of
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and a lifelong resident

of Nashville. O

President ...

— Continued from page 1

President Bush said that
Southern Baptists “are stars in
the show when it comes to Dis-
aster Relief, ” said Acres. “He
talked to and hugged all of our
workers.”

Acres noted that the presi-
dent said that he really appre-
ciated “how we served the Lord
the way that we do. He signed
my Disaster Relief cap with
G.W. Bush. He let me walk him
to the car, shook my hand, and
hugged me.

“It amazed me that Presi-
dent Bush took the time to talk
to everybody at the site. The
Secret Service was all over the
place. They were also down
here yesterday, but we didn’t
know it.

Bush told Acres he had seen
a Tennessee Baptist Disaster
Relief operation earlier in the
year at Covington, La.

While presidents have visit-
ed disaster relief sites before
this was the first time a Ten-
nessee Baptist Disaster Relief
team had met the president
while on site, Acres said.

Other Tennessee Baptist
units that traveled with the feed-
ing unit are: the First Baptist
Church of Concord, Knoxville,
shower trailer; the state commu-
nications/command trailer; and
the state wash trailer.

“Trained volunteers who are
able to work mass feeding units
are needed,” Acres said. “Call
the State Disaster Relief Mobi-
lization Center to volunteer.”

Tennessee Baptist volun-
teers also are continuing
work related to Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. As of Oct.
28 teams were in Gulfport,

Miss., and Sulphur and Pearl -

River, La.

Since feeding operations
began Aug. 31, Tennessee Bap-
tists feeding sites in Louisiana,
Mississippi, Texas, and Ten-
nessee reported more than
214,163 meals served for Hurri-
cane Katrina; 160,721 meals
served for Hurricane Rita; and
95,720 meals for Hurricane
Wilma.

Tennessee Baptist Disaster
Relief is accepting donations to
help serve victims of Hurri-
canes 2005. Donations may be
sent to: Tennessee Baptist Dis-
aster Relief, Tennessee Baptist
Convention, P.O. Box 728,
Brentwood, TN 37024-0728.
Please designate your check to:
Hurricane 2005 Relief Fund.

Donations may also be given
online at www.tnbaptist.org. 0
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Miers withdraws
nomination fo
Supreme Court

Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Embattled
nominee Harriet Miers withdrew
Oct. 27 as President George W.
Bush'’s selection for associate jus-
tice of the Supreme Court.

Bush said in a written state-
ment he “reluctantly accepted”
Miers’ decision and would sub-
mit a new nominee in “a timely
manner.”

Opposition to Miers’ nomina-
tion had mounted since her sur-
prise selection by the president
Oct. 3. The most telling criticism
came from conservatives disap-
pointed with Bush’s failure to
name someone with a clear
record or philosophy of inter-
preting the Constitution based
on its original intent. Though
Miers had not served as a judge,
Bush vouched for her as a judi-
cial conservative, and a 1989
questionnaire showed she took a
firm pro-life position in a race
for the Dallas City Council.

Nothing seemed to quell the
opposition of some on the right,
however, and an Oct. 26 pub-
lished report of a 1993 speech
she gave only intensified the
concerns of pro-lifers and other
social conservatives. In the
appearance before .a Dallas

ﬂ. for Fre
BROCHURE
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679

www.fiberglasschurchprod.com

 HEATERS, PUMPS
FACTORY DIRECT

women’s group, Miers appeared
to endorse “self-determination”
on the issue of abortion.

The Miers nomination had
gained the support of some con-
servative evangelical leaders,
including Richard Land of the
Southern Baptist Ethics & Reli-
gious Liberty Commission,
James Dobson of Focus on the
Family, Charles Colson of Prison
Fellowship, and Jay Sekulow of
the American Center for Law
and Justice. O

Wilma inflicts

damage on Florida
Baptist Press

NAPLES, Fla.— Hurricane
Wilma inflicted widespread dam-

age in South Florida, leaving res-
idents there with the tasks of
clearing debris, ridding homes
and businesses of water, repair-
ing power lines, and rebuilding
damaged structures while South-
ern Baptists took their places of
service alongside them.

The storm, which is being
called the worst to hit Broward
County since Hurricane King in
1950, is responsible for at least
five deaths, six million people
without electricity, and damage
estimated between $6 and $10
billion in South Florida, accord-
ing to the Associated Press.

The hurricane struck Flori-
da’s most heavily populated
area, according to Ed Blackmon
of the Florida Baptist Conven-
tion.

(727) 526-3528.

Dealer Representative needed in selected areas to handle prod-
uct sales to church and community groups. Music ministry back-
ground helpful. Excellent earning potential with flexible hours.
Send resume by e-mail to ldepace @ murphyrobes.com or fax to
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CHURCH BUSES

* has the solution!
A 15-passenger mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards.

* 15 Passengers (No CDL)
» Center Aisle

il “" . "*"“

+ Low First Step

* Raised Roof

+ Longer Wheelbase

+ Dual Rear Wheels

+ Steel Construction

* Larger buses too - up to
- 42 passengers!

Buses are provided for Life\Vay by

BUS SALES

America’s #1
Church Bus Dealer

T

carpenterbus.com

1-800-370-6180 -

Our products are geared
tfoward meefing the needs
of churches.

EQUIPMENT,
~ DISPOSABLES
| & APPAREL

\ * Great Pricing!
S All prices in catalog
. * Free shipping
| o Items in stock
\ ¢ 1=3 day delivery
= o Order 24-hours
a day! -

Request your catalog today!

866-544-9444

TOLL FREE FAX 877-774-6462

PLEASE PASS THIS PHONE NUMBER ALONG TO THE PERSON
WHO ORDERS YOUR KITCHEN EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES.

MMS Sales, LLC * Affiliate of Murdock Mendelsohn Co., Inc
P. O. Box 78128 * Nashville, TN 37207

national news

An estimated 500 Southern
Baptist Disaster Relief volun-
teers are now serving in the
middle of Wilma's devastation
while about 7,000 volunteers
are still serving on the Gulf
Coast.

Fifteen Southern Baptist
kitchen units are up and run-
ning, most of them on the prop-
erty of cooperating Baptist
churches in the hurricane-
affected areas. The Tennessee
Baptist state feeding unit 1s sta-
tioned at First Baptist Church,
Pompano Beach, Fla. (see story
on page 1). 0

To the best of our knowledge all
ads in the Baptist and Reflector
represent legitimate companies
and offerings. However, one
should always use caution in
responding to ads.

CLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — STUDENT
First Baptist Church, Hayti, Mo.,
Is seeking a full-time youth direc-
tor. Please send resume to Youth
Search Committee, c/o First
Baptist Church, 201 East Lin-
coln, Hayti, MO 63851.
R IR

Alice Bell Baptist Church accept-
ing resumes for full-time minister
to students. Qualified applicant
should possess at least a 4 year
college degree and 3 years
experience working with middle
school to college age students.
Resumes will
through Nov. 22, 2005. Please
send resume to 3305 Alice Bell
Rd., Knoxville, TN 37917, Attn.
Youth Pastor Search Committee.

& L] &
e o o

Seeking full-time youth minister
at First Baptist Church, Mayfield.
Send resume to Bob Swift, Pas-
tor, 118 West South St.,, May-
field, KY 42066.

o e e B
First Baptist Church of Madison,
Miss., is seeking a dynamic,
Christian leader of young people
to immediately fill the full-time
position of minister of youth.
Please mail letters of interest
with credentials to FBC Madison,
P.O. Box 400, Madison;—MS
39130-0400, or e-mail Shari
Hurt, pastoral secretary at
shurt@fbcmadison.org.

MINISTRY — POSITIONS

Northside Baptist Church,
McMinnville, Tenn., is seeking a
full-time minister of youth and a
part-time minister of music.
Please send resume to Tim
Miles, Pastor, Northside Baptist
Church, 1574 Yager Rd,,
McMinnville, TN 37110. Or, you
can e-mail your resume to
tim@ northside-bc.org.

oG s G
River Rock Baptist Church is
currently seeking to fill two posi-
tions: a part-time children's
director and a part-time youth
director. Please forward resume
to 2248 Hwy. 99, Murfreesboro,
TN 37128 to the attention of Pas-
tor Randy Clayton.

be accepted®

|

CLASSIFIEN

MINISTRY — PAS)
Gravel Hill Baptist Ct
Ramer, Tenn., is now a
resumes for a full-time
Please mail resume to
Committee, 172 Este
Ramer, TN 38367.

COOP
Covenant Baptist Churc
lierville, Tenn., is now a
resumes for a ful-tim
pastor. For further inf
see www.covendnton
org/CBC_Search.Html.
resume to general@eg
ontheweb.org or mail t
Search Committee, (
Baptist Church, PO. B
Collierville, TN 38027
15, 2005. ~'

R
Traditional rural chut
vision to grow, seeking
Send resume to Grae
Church, 410 Old Hw
Bethpage, TN 37022,

-

MINISTRY — MU
First Baptist Church in
historic Carter County |
a full-time worship leg
lege or seminary requ
temporary/traditional,
gy savvy, with good pe
and experience. Musi |
Committee, First Bapti
212 East F St., Elizabe
37643.
o e e
New Market Baptist (
New Market, Tenn., is
resumes for a full-tim:
of music. Please send
NMBC, P.O. Box 129,
ket, TN 37820, Atin.
Committee.
MISCELLANEC
Is your church prepar
Days of Purpose? We
plies and resources
Books, banners, pos
small group materiz|
church that has fin|
campaign. Contact F
son, Columbia, Tenn.,
6453.
o B
Bus for sale. 1995 Th
110K miles, seats 35, |
3116 diesel, autom
$18,000. Contact Mike
@ Birmingham-South
lege, (205) 226-4936.
e eD
For sale: 1989 Bluet
Bus, 72-passenger,
condition. Gath Bapti'
(931) 934-2655 or e-
baptist@blmond.net.
MINISTRY — CHI
Full-time minister of
children. Send resur
vary Baptist Church,
Bryant -Dr,, Tuscal
35401.

LR
Seeking full-time chil
ister at First Baptist C
field. Send resume 1o
Pastor, 118 West 9
Mayfield, KY 42066.
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‘Eping promises

._

niinisfer’;. corner

|
is Cleveland
) mportant to keep a promise? I've thought about
m in an age where the word of many people is
sless. '
' beginning my third year as pastor of Elkton
Church in Giles Baptist Association and the
s blessed me with this church. I learn many
~om my congregation.
‘year’s hot and dry summer was at an end as I
»'to Bessie Case’s country home. As I exited the
['was greeted by the frail but fairly tall figure
| of the 86 year
old. widow.
| Bessie had
| been sick, but
| she was
tough. She
still had the
9| spirit remi-
| niscent of her
basketball
i| playing days
M of her teens
e years at Elk-
8 ton High
§ School. She
== had lived

-.-. T ' e near Elkton
|| CASE’S devotion to keeping a in Giles

@ she made to her son nearly 30

f Eg;@vgs as an inspiration to Elk- EZ:;:S T?‘Er
or Dennis Cleveland.

Gl | many years.

i - As she
§ ' greeted me, I inquired “Whose horse is that?”
- tmﬂe black-grey horse with a white face star-
¥ & from the pasture fence.
543 @ began to tell the account of the promise that
il g ade many years ago to a son now long gone.
; ¥ me was just out of high school and helping
 loved his horse Maude. “Mama, take care
"8 e for me!” was his request to his mother as he
| arting fo serve his country in military service.
in training Wayne called home faithfully.
tunately, he was still in training at Ft. Bragg,
en the tragic news came. Wayne had been
: an automobile accident. It was a difficult time

kerﬂiher promise to Wayne. Until Maude died

81 for her. Maude only had one colt. Bessie
her promise to the colt Dollie. Wayne died in

r nearly 30 years Bessie has honored and

red her son by her daily care of Maude and

e.

-omises important? If Bessie could keep a

8o her son in such a way, should we not believe

& will keep His wonderful promises to us?

8 ade a promise to Adam and Eve that her seed

| promised Abraham that He would produce a
ton of his seed (Genesis 15:5). God promised
. @ 't He would raise up a great prophet from his
@ €uteronomy 18:15). God promised Isaiah a
(Isaiah 7:14). After many centuries, God
irth the Messiah of the lineage of King David,
ary in Bethlehem. God keeps His promises.
sance in salvation is based on the fact that
* forgets His promises. Jesus said to Martha
‘ves and believes in me shall never die, do you
s? (John 11:26).

11 remember all His promises. The believer
confident that all the infinite resources of
‘e behind these promises.

ave Jesus Christ in our lives, we also have all
ses of God, or as Il Corinthians 1:20 (KJV)
Li® [/ the promises of God in him are yea ... .
2 & )d’s promises. 1 — Cleveland is pastor of Elk-
5 & | Church, Elkton.

B iise the head of the serpent (Satan) (Genesis .

Respond with faith

By Mark'Brown

Focal Passage: Job 1:1-3, 8-12,
20-22; 2:7-10 |

For most of us, the prevailing
thought about the book of Job is
this; “Job is tough!” It’s easy to
imagine that several Sunday
School teachers who looked ahead
in the lessons for this quarter took
a breath when they got to Novem-

ber, thinking something like, “Oh, ®

no! They want ME to teach Job.”

“Lord,” they may have prayed,
“I don’t get Job, so how am I ever
going to teach it?”

I am guessing that to be the
case for teachers because I
thought the very same thing when
it came to agreeing to write about
this set of lessons. I thought of
declining the offer under the aus-
pices of time, feigned humility, or
anything else that would work. I
was likewise frustrated over the
idea of spending only four weeks
on the book of Job. I thought four
weeks on Job would be like a one-
month marriage: you can do it, but
who wants to? Ultimately; and
truthfully, I was scared of Job.

For the Sept. 25 lesson we con-
sidered God’s admonition to Be
holy because I, the LORD your
God, am holy (Leviticus. 19:1-2).
Most of my life I misinterpreted
that to mean something like the
Lord saying to us that we should
be as holy as He is. Since that was
not going to happen for me, I never
got out of the gate. Boy, was T
wrong. God says rather that we

should be holy BECAUSE He is
holy. And here’s the thing ... Job
was.

By God’s own testimony — and
you can’t get a better résumé ref-
erence than God — Job had perfect
integrity. Job was the prototypical
good guy and yet, God mentioned
him to Satan. Satan walks up to
God and it’s God who says, basical-
ly, “So, Satan, have you thought
about Job?”

(Now the idea of God and Satan
having a conversation has always
freaked me ‘out. It’s probably
because in my mind’s eye Satan
doesn’t have horns and a pitch-
fork. In my imagination, the devil
looks like Barnabas Collins, the
vampire from the 1960s daytime
drama Dark Shadows, which, by
the way, still gives me the willies.)

God brings Job to Satan’s atten-
tion and Satan goes off to give the
man of perfect integrity the once-
over. Having taken a quick look at
Job, Satan returns to God and asks
Him the ultimate Chicken-and-egg
question. “Which came first —,”
Satan says to God, “Job’s faith or
Job’s prosperity?” And, Satan goes
on to ask, “Is Job good to you solely

" because you are good to Job?”

In his ultimate role as the
adversary, the accuser if you will,
the devil uses Job as a way to try
to examine God. And, if we aren’t
careful, that’s exactly how we try
to use the book of Job thousands of
years later. We worry for Job
because God pointed him out, and,
because we are human, we fret

Freed through Christ

By Kevin Shrum

Focal Passage: Romans 7:1-25

To belong to someone or some-
thing is important. We belong to a
family, to a school, to a club, ete.
Belonging gives us identity. Paul
uses this concept to describe the
results of salvation. Just as a man
and a woman belong to each other
in marriage (vv. 1-3), we now
belong to God in Jesus Christ. And
to belong to Jesus Christ means
that we are free in Christ as the
life of God flows through us!

Belonging to the law or to

Christ, vv. 4-6

When the believer put to death
his desire for sin he simultaneous-
ly transferred ownership of his life
from the law to the resurrected
Jesus Christ. And since we belong
to Jesus Christ we also belong to
all those who belong to Him, the
body of Christ. The believer is a
part of the company of the commit-
ted.

The flesh could not produce this
result because “the sinful passions
operated through the law in every
part of us and bore fruit for death.”
The law could not produce life and

freedom.
All those who belong to the law

are ruled by sinful passions and
death. In fact, the purpose of the
law was not to save us, but to show
us God’s holiness and thereby
exposing our sinfulness. But those
who belong to Jesus Christ have

been set free from sin and death to
live a life empowered by the Spirit
of God.
The purpose of the law,
vv. 7-12

What, then, was the purpose of
the law? If the law produced sin
and death, does that mean that
the law of God is bad? The answer
is NO! The law is good in that it is
by the law that we are made aware

- of sin. And unless the sinner is

made aware that his/her posture
toward God and the consequent
actions are sinful before a holy

God then that person cannot know
their need for
salvation that

alone.

So, the law is
holy and good in
that it serves the
purpose of
revealing God’s
righteousness
standard, a stan-
dard that we cannot reach or
obtain. This realization ought to
drive us to Christ in whom and
through whom we are saved. The
law reminds us that apart from
Christ we do not belong to God!

The struggle in belonging,

_vv. 13-25

Yet, even though we belong to
Christ and have been made free
from sin and death we still strug-
gle with our flesh. In one of the
most famous passages describing

SHRUM

Bible teaching

comes in Christ.

Sunday School Lesson
Family Bible Series
Nov. 6

that if God brought Job to Satan’s
attention, then God might bring us
to the devil's attention as well.
Instead of seeing that God allowed
the life of Job to
teach Satan, and
us, a lesson, we
focus on the per-
ceived injustice
of Job’s life being
a lesson.

But, ultimate-
ly, what is life if
it 1s not a lesson?
If we pass
through this existence having
learned nothing, then we die spiri-
tually stillborn: as if we had never
been born at all.

Job’s life is indeed a lesson. It’s
the Bible’s grand course in ethics.
Job did what was right because it
was right. Righteous living did not
provide an insurance policy for
him, as we will see in the coming
weeks.

. Being righteous didn’t save Job
from loss or hardship; rather it
saved him IN loss and hardship.
That’s lesson of Job for today. My
prayer 1s that we remember it for
tomorrow. (1 — Brown is director
of news and publications at Car-
son-Newman College and a mem-

ber of First Baptist Church, Jeffer-
son City.

Sunday School Lesson
Explore the Bible
Nov. 6

our continual struggle to be free
from sin, Paul basically states that
the things he desires to do, he
often does not do them; and, the
things he does not want to do, he
still does them. How can this be
explained if we are not free in
Christ?

- Paul’s point is clear. Even
though we have been made free
from sin and death, we are not yet
fully free from our sinful flesh.
That is, while we are set free from
the dominion of sin, we still live in

- our sinful flesh — we will not be

completely free from the residual
effects of sin. The law of sin is at
war with the law of life and faith.
Paul was so disgusted with him-
self at times that he would call
himself “a wretched man.”

Yet, even in our struggle with
remaining sin Paul could say J
thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord! What was the cause of
thanksgiving? That in Jesus
Christ he not only had been set
free from sin and death, but that
Jesus was his aid, comfort, and
power in dealing with the remain-
ing struggle with sin. In this way
we are ultimately free from sin! O
— Shrum is pastor of Inglewood
Baptist Church, Nashville.
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leaders

¢ Ninth Street Baptist
Church, Erwin, called Rob
Moor as pastor effective Nov.
1. He and his wife Lisa were
missionaries in Tanzania for
15 years.

¢ Raymond Langlois,

retired pastor, Judson Bap-
tist Church,

3 X Nashville,
. 7 has been
called as

| interim pas-

| L tor, First
Baptist

’ g‘_ U Church, Fair-
field Glade.

LANGLOIS :
Langlois was

pastor of Judson for 20 years.
He has been interim pastor
of churches in Tennessee,
Kentucky, South Carolina,
and Ohio. Langlois and his
wife, Carolyn, live in Brent-
wood.

¢ New Zion Baptist
Church, Pulaski, called Larry
Thomas as pastor, effective
Nov. 1. He previously served as

pastor of Allons Baptist
Church, Allons.

¢ Fredrick W. Bueto Sr.,
pastor of First Baptist Church,
McMinnville, has retired after
40 years of ministry. Before
coming to Tennessee, Bueto
served several churches in
Alabama where he and his

Thurman Seber
called as DOM of

Salem Association
For Baptist and Reflector

LIBERTY Thurman
Seber was called as the direc- |
tor of missions, Salem Baptist
Association based here, dur-
ing its annual meeting Oct.
18-19.

Seber previously served as
DOM of the
association
from 1985-
1998. For
the past
seven years,
he has
served as
pastor  of
Upper Hel-
ton Baptist
Church, Alexandria. He also
served as pastor of Prosperity
Baptist Church, Auburntown,
1977-1985 and at the First
Baptist Church, Allardt,
1968-1972. He has held other
pastorates in churches in
Tennessee and Kentucky.

Seber is a graduate of Ten-
nessee Technological Univer-
sity, Cookeville; and Southern
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Louisville, Ky. He has
written Sunday School lesson
commentaries for the Baptist
and Reflector.

He and his wife Laura
have four grown children. O

SEBER

Page 12 / B&R / Nov. 2, 2005

wife Doris plan to retire.

¢ Alta Loma  Baptist
Church, Madison, called Toby
Johnson of Cookeville as sen-
ior pastor. He previously
served as associate pastor/stu-
dents at a church in Indiana.
Johnson is a graduate of
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., and
the University of Memphis. He
and his wife Susan have three

children.

- # First Baptist Church,
Winchester, called Theodore
Zachariades as pastor. A
graduate of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Ky., he has served
churches in Massachusetts

ELECTED AS OFFICE
Riverside Baptist Asso
Livingston, at its Oct
annual meeting were, fn
Don Cobb, pastor, First
Church, Livingston, tre
Jeff Monday, pastor. Fir
tist Church, Rickman, n
tor; Jeff Amonett,

Moodyville Baptist Chun
moderator; and Lamy 1
former pastor, Allons
Church, out-going cle,
association also consi
partnership with a eh
Owego, N.Y. -

and Kentucky as pastor. He :; F e

and his wife Chrisa have four
sons.

(-1. | i WL
® First Baptist Church,
Clarksville, will hold revival
Nov. 13 and 16, with Phil Glis-
son, evangelist of Memphis, as
speaker.

¢ Northside Baptist
Church, McMinnville, will

"hold revival Nov. 13-16, with

Morris Anderson, evangelist of
Maryville, as speaker.

¢ The teen Sunday School
class of North Fork Mission-
ary Baptist Church,
Rogersville, which consists of
three members, raised $1,740
for disaster relief in response
to Hurricane Katrina. The
teens held a walk-a-thon. They
were joined by others and
received several donations as
people read the signs they car-
ried announcing their effort.
The church matched what
they raised, which was $870.

¢ Bayside Baptist
Church, Harrison, will cele-
brate the culmination of “40
Days of Community” with a
crusade Nov. 6-9. Speaking are
Junior Hill, evangelist; Herb
Reavis Jr., pastor, North Jack-
sonville (Fla.) Baptist Church;
Danny Lovett, president, Ten-
nessee Temple University,
Chattanooga; Ted H. Traylor,
pastor, Olive Baptist Church,
Pensacola, Fla.

AN 18-MEMBER TEAM from Beufah Bapnst Assocranon Umon City, recently went to S!HB!
make repairs on the home of Jo Dee Baker, a victim of Hurricane Katrina. The team also mi
to David Duncan, kneeling left, a homeless man who helped the team. Team members |
kneeling right, Gerald Scarbrough; second row, Jim Miller; Kelly Preuett; Kathy Tucker; Righ
pastor, First Church, Woodland Mills; Chris Menees; Gloria Pope; Misty Sturgeon; Pegqy Ml
Tom Menees; third row, Donnie Tucker; Jimmy Brown, pastor, Pleasant Hill Church; Mike

Johnson; Billy Vaughn Sr.; and Jeanne Cole; back, Mark Dowdy, pastor, McConnell Churc!a

Storey (See stories on page 3 and 5.)

GATHERED DURING the annual meeting of Stone Baptist Association, Cookeville, Oct, 27
ers of the association, from left, first row, Amy Leimer, WMU director: Anna Lee Wiles, cler
row, Earl Dirkson, pastor, Trinity Baptist Church, Cookeville, moderator; Cliff Goolsby, ass|
music director; Joe Wiles, BCM/seminary extension/missions_development director; Don €
aster relief coordinator; back row, Bill Hicks, Baptist Men'’s director; Rick Burnett, youth mir
hite Baptist Church, Cookeville; associational youth director: Frank Hickman, DOM; Ste
assistant pastor, First Baptist Church, Cookeville, associational evangelism director; and J
bivocational minister coordinator, pastor, Cedar Hill Baptist Church, Baxter. -

ELECTED 2005-2006 OFFICERS of Stewart County Baptist Asso-
ciation, based in Dover, during its annual meeting Oct. 20 were,
from left, David Whitehead, pastor, Big Rock Baptist Church, vice
moderator; Roland Mudge, pastor, Corinth Baptist Church, moder-

ator; Mrs. Dale Jackson, First Baptist Church, Dover, clerk. Not p:c-
tured is Linda Hicklen, treasurer.

NAMED OFFICERS OF Beech River Baptist Associali
ton, at its Oct. 17-18 annual meeting were, from left, bk
pastor, Chapel Hill Baptist Church, moderator; Jimmy
First Baptist Church, Decaturville, vice moderator; Fran
er, associational ministry assistant, clerk; and Don A%
Baptist Church, Lexington, treasurer. The association al
a Strategy Planning Report.




