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CP gifts 
budget 

Gifts 
the Cooperative 

~ ~cu.u enabled the Ten-
Baptist Convention 

its budget for the 
ii.Uite in five years. 

October, Tennessee 
gave $2,549,812. 

the fiscal year, which 
Oct . 31, Tennessee 

gave $35,621,694 
the Cooperative 
an increase of 
or 2.84 percent 

last year's giving. 
amount exceeded 

by $66,843 or 
"We are 

'[dirigly~ grateful that 
esst~e Baptist s enabled 

meet our budget for 
time since 2000," 

executive 
of t h e 

- . once aga1n 
l.beir commit ment 

giving, we 
l·mDilister to hurt
not only in Ten 

but around th e 
ia· ... ,.n share t h e love 

Christ." 0 

news • 

draws 1 ,500 girls to 
events. - Page 3 

-~nah pastor lives 
1ite doctors' diagnosis. 

~ge4. 

) association leaders 

ISS Katrina response. 
ige6 

tvents draw crowds to 

::hes in Cedar Hill, 
~on. - Pages 7-8 

k on electricity, micro
e$ near baptistries. -
· 9 

Budget reworked ' 
·. 

Belmont seeks fraternal relationship with TBC 
By L~nme Wilkey . The document, which will go tion will go to the Southern TBC President Roger Free-
Baptist and Reflector to the TBC Executive Board and Baptist Convention ($825,940). man, pastor of First Baptist 

then to convention messengers, Union University and Carson- Church, Clarksville, said it was 
must be approved by Belmont Newman College each will appropriate that the SBC CP 
trustees who have scheduled a receive an additional $500,000. portion get an increase (from 

BRENTWOOD - Belmont 
University has decided not to 
remain an affiliate institution of 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven
t ion. -

School officials informed TBC 
le;;tders that Belmont intends to 
elect its OWn _trustees, beginning 
Nov. 1, and thereafter, the school 
did not anticipate receipt of any 
further CP funds. 

Belmont leaders, however, 
expressed a desire to continue a 
"fraternal" relationship with the 
state convention. 

When asked to respond to the 
proposal, Belmont president 
Bob Fisher declined comment at 
the time. 

Belmont officials presented a 
proposed "Resolution of Rela
tionship" which was considered 
by the Education Committee of 
the TBC Executive Board in a 
special called meeting Nov. 1. 

The Education Committee 
recommended approval of the 
resolution with soine modifica-
tions. 

meeting on Thursday, Nov. 10. The l'emainder will be divided 37.5 to 40 percent). 
· In light of~elmont's meeting, among the T:ennessee Baptist "In 1952, Te~essee Baptists 

complete deta1ls of the proposed Children's Home ($12.6,292), redu ced giving to the SBC 
resolut~on ar: not a:ailabfe. The Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes. worldwide causes by 10 percent 
resolution Will be giVe:J?. to mes- ($26,028), .Tennessee Baptist to begin a mission program 
sengers on the opening day of Foundation ($5,000), Harrison- · called Belmont College." 
the convention. Chilhowee Baptist Academy ·He also noted that since Bel-

If messengers approve the ($47,044), and Tennessee mis- mont will n9 longer be an affili
proposed resolution, it, in effect, sions and ministries ($300,000). ate institution of the Tennessee 
ends all affiliate ties to Belmont The budget (see page 3) must Baptist Convention in the 
University. be approved by the TBC Execu- future, "it is right and appropri-

Belmont's proposal to seek a tive Board at its Nov. 14 meet- ate for some of the mission dol
fraternal relationship came ing before going to messengers lars formerly allocated to Bel
after the TBC Executive Board at the annual meeting on Nov. mont to go to increase our gifts 
voted in September not to accept 15 at First Baptist Church, to SBC missions causes world-
a new covenant agreement with Clarksville. wi,de," Freeman said. 
Belmont that would have TBC . Executive Director The TBC president also 
allowed the college to elect up to James Por_ch stressed the Bel- noted that it "is right and 
40 percent non-Baptist trustees. mont allocation is not "new appropriate for a large portion 

In light of Belmont's action, money" and that, it was impera- of these mission funds to go to 
the Budget and Program Com- tive for the Budget and Program Union and Carson-Newman, 
mittee of the TBC Executive Committee to draft a new budget. Christian institutions which 
Board, }).as developed a new Elzie Danley, chairman of the are seeking to strengthen their 
budget which reallocates th e budget committee, said, "In my commitment to Baptist identity 
$2,330,304 originally intended opinion , the committee did a in biblical beliefs, Baptist lead
for Belmont University. t remendous job in distributing ership,. and Cooperative Pro-

The bulk of Belmont's por- .· the money equitably." gram support." 0 

C-N prof helps to detern1ine NCAA national cha111p 
By Mark Brown 
C-N news office 

JEFFERSON CITY 

use the subjectivity of human · various math/stat modeling "Fortunately, my system has 
voters, ratmgs models are driv- techniques in the context of esti- been less controversial than the 
en by objective data and, in mating the strength of sports BCS system as a whole," said 

If ·Massey's case; are yielded by teams that may play different Massey,_ who attends Mill 
you're a college football fan, you computers. The MRS uses three types of schedules," Massey Springs Baptist Church in Jef-
probably have talked about the simple pieces of information: explained. ferson City. 
worK. of Kenneth Massey, C-N's what teams played, the· final Massey first tested his sys- He stressed that the real pur-

. newest mathematics professor. score, and which team played at tern on professional teams pose of the computer component 
You just didn't know that home. · because there were not as many. is "to provide some · objective 

when you were discussing the ''The purpose is to explore "Once I had prototyped it and· accountability to the fickle and 
Bowl Championsl;lip Series knew it was going to work, I .biased polls." 
(BCS). could ~use bigger data," he Early m the course of every 

As an undergradu.ate said. season Massey expects com-
qlathematics student in the Two years later, in 1999, plaints when a particular team 
honors program at Bluefield Massey was surprised to does better than expected. He 
(Va.) College in 1996, receive a 'phone call from says that brings out the fans of 
Massey . developed an algo- Roy Kramer, then commis- teams who believe their team 
rithm to measure the sue- sioner of the Southeastern should be ranked higher, leav-
cess of sports teams. Conference who was instru- ing him to point out the differ-

Little did he know then ' mental in the formation of ences between ranking and rat-
that his work would become the BCS system. ings. 
important to college football Kramer had discovered It balances out. once more 
teams and fans across the Massey's comparative rat- data is available, he noted. 
country. 

But every fall, as _ the 
Bowl Championship Series 
choose what teams will play 
for the NCAA Division 1-A 
title, sports fans pay great 
attention to 'his work. 

The Massey Ratings Sys
tem (MRS) is one of six for
mulas used by the BCS to 
rank teams. Un1ike tradi
tional poll rankings, which 

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE professor 
Kenneth Massey operates the Massey Rat
ing System1 one of six formulas used to 
rate college football teams. 

ings site related to college Although be began hi~ web 
football on the web and site (www.masseyratings.com) 
called for advice. for personal iriterests; it has 

Massey's system was generated enough media atten
later chosen as one of the six tion that he has contracts with 
formulas used to rate BCS sports association and media 
teams. outlets .in several states that use 

While the BCS has· gen- MRS to track high school foot
erated more heat than light ball. 
in certain factions, Massey "Now, it's a hobby that kind of 
is pleased he hasn't received pays for itself, which is good," he 
as much negative reaction. reflected. CJ 



• 

dOOU 

your 
ne siout"oal 

Subscribe to the Baptist and 
Reflector for one year and 
receive 47 copies. Individual 
subscriptions, $11; Church 
Leadership Plan, $8.75 per . 
subscription; other plans avail
able 

Lonnie Wilkey, editor 
(615} 371-2046, 
lwilkey@ tnbaptist.org 

Connie Davis Bushey, news 
editor 
(615) 371-7928, 
cbushey@ tnbaptist. org 

Susie Edwards, circulation/ 
executive assistant/advertising 
(615) 371-2003, 
sedwards@ tnbaptist.org 

Mary Nimmo, church 
pages/administrative 
assistant 
(615) 371-7929, 
mnimmo@ tnbaptist.org 

Betty Williams, bookkeeper 
(615) 371-7930, 
bwilliams@ tnbaptist.org 

Marcia Knox, special features 
assistant 
(615) 371-2089, 
mknox @tnbaptist.org· 

Office - Baptist and Reflector, 
5001 Maryland Way, Brent
wood, TN 37027 

Mailing address - P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, TN 37024' 

Phone - (615) 371-2003 

FAX - (615) 371-2080 

Web Site - www.tnbaptist.org 

Publisher -Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Executive Board 

Convention Commun
ications Committee -
Mark Gregory, chairman; Mickey 

Basham, vice chairman; Marty 
Comer, Orvind Dangeau, Mary 
Beth Duke, Pat Hood, Jay 
McCluskey, Bob Osburn, Larry 
Parrott, Carlos Peterson, Bob 
Riley, Mildred Thompson, Den
nis Trull, Pat Whaley 

Postmaster -
Periodical postage paid at 

Brentwood and at additional 
mailing office. (USPS 041-
780} POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to Baptist 
and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, TN 37024. 

Frequency of issue -
Published weekly except for the 

weeks of Christmas, New 
Year's, Memorial Day. Fourth 
of July, and Labor Day. 

. 
Printed on 
recycled paper 

rennessee DR 
prepares 
681,500 meals 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD- Tennessee 
Baptist Disaster Relief volun
teers have served more than 
681,500 meals during the 2005 
hurricane season, according to 
David Acres, State Disaster 
Relief director. 

"The Tennessee state feeding 
unit closed Nov. 6 with the din
ner meal in the parking lot of 
First Baptist .Church of Pom
pano Beach, Florida," said Acres. 

"The volunteers are packing 
up to come home. More than 
253,000 meals have been cooked 
and served to the victims of 
Hurricane Wilma since Oct. 26." 

Other Tennessee Baptist 
units that traveled with the 
feeding unit are: the First Bap
tist Church of Concord, 
Knoxville, shower trailer; the 
state communications/command 
trailer; and the state wash trail
er. 

<<Trained volunteers who are 
able to work in recovery are 
needed," Acres added. "Call the 
State Disaster Relief Mobiliza
tion Center to volunteer at (615) 
371-2007." 

Recovery units · are working 
in Sulphur, La., at Maplewood 
First Baptist Church helping 
victims of Hurricane Rita. A 
cooking team is also in opera
tion to feed the volunteers. 

Another recovery site in.oper
ation in Louisiana is Pearl River 
Baptist Church in Pearl River 
where teams are working. 

.n a t i o n a I I s t a t e n e w s 

designate your check to: Hurri
cane 2005 Relief Fund. Or dona
tions may be given online at the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
web site, www.tnbaptist.org. a 

Baptist DR 
prepares record 
number of meals · 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. 
· Southern Baptist Disaster 
Relief annQunced Nov. 2 that 
volunteers have prepared a 
record 10.5 million meals since 
Hurricane Katrina made land
fall in late August. The meal 
count shatters the previous 
record of 3.5 million meals set in 
2004. 

In one of the most active hur
ricane seasons in U.S. history, 
more than 9,000 Southern Bap
tist v~lunteers from 41 state 
conventions have been deployed 

·following hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita, and Wilma. 

«The milestone of more than 
' 

· 10 million prepared meals in the 
recent response to hurricanes 
exceeds the expectation of most 
any national, state, or associa
tional · leader within Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief," said 
Jim Burton, who coordinates the 
Baptists network. 0 · . 

Baptists llanded 
out water; 
reports untrue 
~aptist Press 

Ala. awe just cook." 
But if water is available, theb 

the volunteers give it out, . lle 
noted. 

When the Anheuser-Busch 
truck arrived, the Red Cross 
officials allowed the water to be 
unloaded even though the area 
was rrot designated as a distri
bution site, Lee explained. 

Volunteers cooking and 
handing out food were a mixture ' 
of Alabama Baptists; members 
of First Baptist; and Red Cross 
volunteers. . 

The Anheus"er-Busch logo on 
the cans of water '\vas huge" 
and bothersome to some of the 
Clewiston church volunteers, 
Bridges said. "I didn't want to 
send out a mixed message. 

"All that was said was that 
First Baptist Church [Clewis
ton] people would not be the 
ones handing it out," he 
explained. "We didn't refuse the . 
water. Others were giving it ~mt. 

"We were handing out water 
[supplie_d by Southern Baptists] 
hand over fist," Bridges said. 

Both Lee and Bridges 
emphasized that no one went 
without water and it is unfortu
nate that the local media misun
derstood the facts. 

"We are preparing upwards 
of 12,000 meals a day," Lee said. 
"The city is tickled to death to 
have us here. We have received 
cards and letters from people 
who come through the line, 
thanking us. 

Recovery teams operating in 
Mississippi include teams at 
Grace Memorial Baptist Church 
in Gulfport where the Chil-. · 
howee Baptist Association 
shower unit remains. More 
mud-out teams are needed in 
Gulfport. 

_ "iiRMINGHAM, Ala. - No 
. thirsty person- Went without 
water, aDd na water wen.t to 

, waste, Tim Bridges, pastor of 
First ·Baptist Church in Clewis
ton,. Fla. , said in response to 
media reports that claimed dif
ferently when a shipment of 
water distributed b-y Anheuser
Busch caused confusion Oct. 28. 

«It is sad for us to take a black 
eye over something that was 
silly," he said. "But if the First 
Baptist Church [in Clewiston) 
and the people in this town are 
happy, then we've done our jab." 

"All of aur 'folks have worked 
as hard as they could," Bridges. 
add~d. "It was an awkward 
moment as we were getting set 
up and the Busch water came 
into the picture," 

But to clarify all the inaccu
rate reports, "there was plenty 
of water available," Bridges 
emphasized, and "no one was 
turned away."' 0 

Since feeding operations 
began Aug. 31, Tennessee Bap
tists feeding sites in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Texas, and Ten
nessee reported more than 
214,163 meals served for Hurri
cane Katrina; 161,24 7 meals 
served for Hurricane Rita; and 
253,000 meals for Hurricane 
Wilma. 

Tennessee Baptist Disaster 
Relief is accepting donations to 
help ·serve victims of Hurricanes 
2005. Donations may be sent to: 
Tennessee Baptist Disaster 
Relief, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, P.O. Box 728, Brent
wood, TN 37024-0728. Please 

Photos available 
at annual meeting 

Directory Innovations will 
be making complimentary 
photos of people attending 
the annual meeting of the 
Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. 

Photos will be taken only 
on Monday and Tuesday,. 
Nov. 14-15. Photos are free to 
all messengers and guests 
and there is no obligation. a 

The · inaccurate information 
also is circulating among Web · 
bloggers. 

Keith Hinson, public rela
tions associate for the Alabama 
Baptist' State Board of Miss.ions, State in legal 
said, "It is an absolute falsehood 
to suggest - as many irrespon- IJaHie over 
sible bloggers have - that the 1• "' J a - -
Baptist vo~unteers withheld the ICense p a.es 
basic needs of life from Floridi- By Charlie Kincaid 
ans impacted by the hurricane. For Baptist ancf Reflector 

Contral-y to misinterpretations .. NASHVILLE - The new: 
of news reports, no one was · license · plate promoting anti
denied access to water." abortion, now available in Ten-

Alabama Baptist disaster nessee, has been taken to court 
relief volU:nteers set up a feed- by activist groups. 
ing unit at First Baptist in The "Choose Life" license 
Clewiston Oct. 26 following plate was challenged by organi
Hurricane Wilma's swipe across zations such as the ACLU 
Florida Oct. 24. because a "Pro-Choice" alterna-

From the site, meals are tive was not given. 
cooked and distributed in the The legal battle is now on its 
community by the Red Cross or way to Cincinnati, in tlie 6th 
through feeding lines on-site. U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Bottles of water are not Abortion rights activists say 
necessarily a guarant~e at they are being discriminated 
these sites, said Vernon Lee, against with the new license 
who was in charge of the feed- plate. 
ing unit Oct. 29-Nov. 3. "We The panel of judges repre
don't hand out commodities senting the Cireuit Court of 
like ice, water, etc.," said Lee, a Appeals has taken the case 
member of White Springs Bap- under advisement and has 
tist Church in Rainbow City, not determined when a rul-

ing will be made. 
The state legislature b 

special program that allo 
vate groups to participak 
revenue sharing of fund& 
ed on special license 
which are an extra $35. 

Over the past several 
90 different special platt 
been created, and fund 
benefitted such proje<.>ts ~ 
parks, agriculture, collegt 
and other areas of intere 

The Choose Lif& plat« 
created in 2003 by l leg 
bill and a subsequent 

~ 

ment to allow the-Pro 
alternative was vote~ -do 

Gov. Phil Bredesen 
the plate to become law 
his signature, and ther 
for a review of the entire 
ity plate program. 

The ACLU and othe 
.lenged the plates and 
tember of 2004 a feder1 
in Tennessee ruled in 
the ACLU, citing a rulin 
4th U.S. Circuit C~ 
Appeals in a similar 
South Carolina. 0 

Busll nominil 
Alito for cou 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - P 
Bush nominated federa1 
court judge Samuel Ali1 
Supreme Court Oct. 31, 
ately pleasing social 
tives and eliciting v< 
opposition from abortic 
advocates and others. 

The president no 
Alito, 55, only four d: 
his most recent nomim 
House counsel Barrie 
withdrew from cons~ 
prior to Senate heal 
Alito, Bush chose som 
contrasts sharply with 
some significant ways: 

· lengthy record as a j 
what appears to ·be 
enunciated judicial p · 

While Miers h 
served as a judge, 
Roman Catholic, ha~ 
member of the lJ.S. 
cuit Court of Appeals, 
Philadelphia, since 19£ 

• 

Baylor elecl 
new 
Associated Baptist Pree 

WACO, Texas -.Ai 
al fits and starts, Baylt 
sity's search for new I 
has produced a pre 
John Lilley, fUTI'ent pr 
the University of Nevi 
and a three-time gr 
Baylor. 

Lilley, 66, was elec
by regents of Baylor, t 
largest Baptist-affiliat 
sity, with 14,000 stu 
inherits a university 
been in turmoil for 1 

two years, with regen 
and alumni divided () 
of presidential leade 
the school's acade,m.ic 

Lilley has been p1 

Nevada's oldest publi 
ty since 2001. a 
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oman'$ ·.Missionary Union's J brings missions to life 
Knox , 

•. .., ... rt Reflector • .-· 
the late 19~0s. They are open 
to Girls in Action (GAs), Chil
dren in Action (CIAs), and 

Ten- other mission minded children 
Woman's Missionary in grades 1-6. 
Journey Into Adven- "Every year th~ state WMU 
Missions (JAM} drew develops our cmTi.cwum for 

participants in three tli:e JAMs. This year our JAM 
. te meetings ac;ross the planning team developed the 

October, according to racing team theme, which 
Knight, state WMU became 'Racing for Missions.'" 
specialist. Tenne~~ee Raceway Ministries 

1-~vfMI 

yeaf.g first JAM was at the Nashville Superspeed-
8 at First Baptist way in Gladeville was high-

Lebanon with 434 lighted at the sessions. 
leaders, and staff; the Representing Tennessee 

JAM was held Oct. 15 Raceway Ministries was Mike 
tral Baptist Church, Pearson , Wilson County direc-

Knoxville, with 411; tor of missions, who talked 
third JAM was held about the ministry during 
at Union University "The Race Is On" segment, 

5. which included time trials of 
Knight this was her children running down the 

to work with sanctuary aisles in race cars 
team an:d to be in made out of cardboard boxes. 

. "Smce 1998, we've :had The races were run by 
open to both boys and Acteens and Youth on Mission 
said Knight. "JAMs groups at the .churches. In 

m existence smce addition, a video was shown 

UP gas cans with water during water games are several 
their leaders during one of the recent JAMs held across 

\ 

• . 

~n availa.ble to sign book 

:NTWOOD - Barring 
;een problems at the 
. Telling the Truth m 
l Brief 
of the 

and 
•rsmce 
JVill be 
tted at 

~of the 
~ssee 

Con- ALLEN 
set for 

5-16 at First Baptist 
, Clarksville. 
Fletcher Allen, retired 

B&R editor and author of the 
history, will be at the paper's 
convention exhibit on Tuesday 
and Wednesday to sign copies of 
the book. 

The B&R is celebrating its 
170th anniversary this year. 
- "We are excited about the 
book because it will help pre
serve the history of the paper," 
said Editor Lonnie Wilkey. 

The book is not intended to 
be a complete history, but!(it is a 
good start," Wilkey,noUid. 

"Fletcher Allen has done an 
excellent job in compiling the 
history of the paper in a format 
that is very readable and 
enlightening," he added. 0 

that featured volunteer s' min-
istry experiences at the race
tracks. 

During the "Infield Eiperi
ence," children talked to the 
missionaries in small groups 
and made a· paper craft of a 
race car that asked them to 
pray for the missionaries. The 
"Pit Crew Meeting" was-a Mis

• 

KNIGHT 

sions Fair 
with passport 
that the chil- . 
dren had the . . . 
m1ss10nanes 
s 1 g n 
"Mechanics at 
Work". was a 
water game 
with spong~s 
and gas ca.nS 

filled with water, which sym
bolized just as cars run on gas, 
Christians and missionaries 
also can't run witholJ.t the 
"Fruits of the Spirits." In addi
tion, there was a leaders' book
store with t-shirts. 

The closing sessions includ
ed children watching Power 
Point presentations of them
selves at the events. The 
children also collected over 
679,160 plastic baggie~- that 

See related story on page 1 _ 

wer e donated to Tennessee 
Raceway Ministries to hold 
homemade cookies to be dis
tributed at the races by volun
teers. "This will serve -as 
enough baggies for 85 races for 
the next 22 years," Knight 
added. 

In addition to the baggies, 
children gave pennies for pop- · 
sides also to be given to race 
fa.Qs in the months of July and 
August, because the cookies 
melt. 

"It was good and the events 
~~re fun," said Knight. "Chil
dren saw missionaries and 
ministry representatives from 
throughout the world, North 
America, and Tennessee which 
included local ministry repre-
sentatives." , 

"My main thought was for 
children to see that they can 
be involved in missions no 
matter where they are and 
what they are doing. No other 
TBC event provides this many 
missionaries." 

r 

Knig~t observed that the 
importance of missions educa
tion is that "there is no other 
place in the church where chil
dren learn about missions, 

Budget & Program 

IMB, NAMB, and other TBC 
missionaries." 

According to Knight, now as 
an adult, she can identify that 
she learnec;l about where coun
tries were located in the :world, 
because' of GAs and · not from 
what she learned in school. 

"Children learn to pray for 
the missionaries, and they 
learn specific names and coun
tries and ministries. Missions 
puts feet to Scripture, and mis
sions is reaching out to people. 
Ministry is reaching into the 
church. 

"If we don't teach our chil
dren about missions when 
they are young then we may 
end up with not having any 
missionaries or unsupported 
missionaries." 

Knight noted that it is '~the 
w.omen and children who .pray 
for the missionaries. Some 
missionaries first felt the call 
to missions while in GAs and 
RAs. If :we don't teach children 
to pray for missionaries, who 
will pray for them? 

"'n Southern Baptist mis
sions education, children see 
what God is doing in the world 
while they learn about God." 0 

Committee Reallocation 

Area 

•southern Baptist Convention 
International Mission Board 
North American Mission Board 
Seminaries 
Ethics & Rei. Liberty Comm. 
Annuity Board 
sse 0 eratin 

TN Missions and Ministries 
Evangelism 
Missions 
Discipleship 
Ministry 
Worship .J 

Prayer 
Fellowship 
Association Support 
New f!unding 
Administration 

Sub-total 

Convention Operations 
Baptist and Reflector 
TBC Meeting & Comms . 

• Church Annuity Plan 

• 

TBC Conference Centers 
Cooperative Program Promotion 
TBC Audits 

Sub-total 

Christian Education 
Belmont University 
Carson-Newman College 
Union University 
Harrison Chilhowee Academy 
Historical Archives 

• CRV Scholarshi 
Sub-total 

Christian Services 
TN Baptist Adult Homes 
TN Baptist Children's Homes 
TN B tist Foundation 

Sub-total 

2004- 2005 Substitute Original Budget of Belmont Total Dollar 
·,Approved Recommendation Increase Allocation Increase 

6,666,535 
3,038,606 

·2,885,276 
. - 198,663 

101 ,331 
442,658 

13,333,069 

10,633,617 

406,653 
348,696 

1,157,108 
140,889 
89, 115 
97,500 

2,239,961 

2,330,304 
2,330,304 

"2,330,304 
457,291 

13,956 
69,778 

7,531 ,937 

253,014 
1,227,627 

335,626 
1,816,267 

• 

7,341,687 
3,346,341 
3,177,482 

218,782 
11 1,594 
487,488 

14,683,373 

2,155,379 
1,946,291 
1,992,129 
1,341,273 

576,689. 
487,306 
546,630 

1,305,954 
300,000 
581,966 

11 ,233,617 

406,653 
348,696 

1,458,824 
140,889 
89,115 

125,000 
2,569,177 

2,830,304 
2,830,304 

504,335 
13,956 
69,778 

6,248,677 

279,042 
1,353,919 

340,626 
1,973,587 

262,182 
119,503 
113,472 

7,813 
3,985 

' 17 409 
524,364 

300,000 

301,716 

27,500 
329,216 

412,970 
188,232 
178,733 

12,307 
6,277 

27,421 
825,940 

300,000 

(2,330,304) 
500,000 
500,000 
47,044 

(1,283,260) 

26,028 
126,292 

5,000 
157,320 

675,152 
307,734 
292,206 
20,120 
10,262 
44,830 

1,350,304 

600,000 

. 
301,716 

27,500 
329,216 

(2,330,304) 
500,000 
500,000 

47,044 

(1 ,283,260) 

26,028 
126,292 

5,000 
157,320 

% inc. 

10.1% 
10.1% 
10.1% 
10.1% 
10.1% 
10.1% 
10.1% 

5.6% 

0.0% 
0.0% 

26.1% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

28.2% 
14.7% 

-100.0% 
21.5% 
21.5% 
10.3% 
0.0% 
0.0"/o 

·17.0"/o 

10.3°~ 
10.3% 

1.5% 
12.8% 

•-' of Total 

20.00% 
9.12% 
8.66% 
0.60% 
0.30% 
1.33% 

40.00% 

30.60% 

1.11% 
• 0.95% 

3.97% 
0.38% 
0.24% 
0.34% 
7.00% 

0.00"/o 
7.71% 
7.71% 
1.37% 
0.04% 
0.19% 

17.02% 

0.76% 
3.69% 
0.93% 
5.38% 

~c~0-0--,a~tl~v~~Pr~o~r~a~m~T~ot~ru~--+---~~5~.5~~~.~~1~.~--~3&~.7~0~8.~43~14-~1~.1~5~3.~58~0~------~--.1,71153~.~~u~----~3.~~/c~o~11ruooil.oo~% 

Any amount received In excess of the tofJII approved budget will be allocated on the peruntage basis of the budget as shown. 

'The oiSilibution of the SBC allocation is determined by the Southem Baptist Convention. The amounts shown 

represent percentages approved in the 2005- 2006 SBC Budget 
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In church, Disaster Relief, with friencls 

Pastor lives, serves, plays despite cloct_ors' cliagn 
By Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector 

SAVANNAH Chris 
Ozment, pastor, New Harmony 
Baptist Church here, has 
health problems and may be 
seen as living on borrowed 
time, but he doesn't act like it. 

In fact, he and a couple of 
men from East Tennessee were 
the first Tennessee Baptist Dis
aster Relief workers to arrive 
in Slidell, La. , following Hurri
cane Katrina. They are chain 
saw workers and Ozment also 
is a disaster relief chaplain. He 
served two weeks and another 
week following Rita. 

Though Ozment was serving 
for the first-time as a Baptist 
DR volunteer, he was impor
tant to Tennessee Baptist 
work, according to David Acres, 
Tennessee Baptist Disaster 
Relief director. 

Ozment is a former para
medic so he has a lot of experi
ence with crises. He also 
thought to bring gasoline with 
him. New Harmony Church 
provided $1,000 worth of gaso
line for Ozment's two trips. 

Because he had the gaso
line, Ozment was able to attend 
an early meeting of relief offi
cials including federal officials 
as a Tennessee Baptist repre
sentative. He was able to stay 
for a longer period of time 
because he had fuel. He also 
was able to help many people . 
who ran out of gasoline in thei~· 
vehicles, he said . 

Serving despite he_alth 
problems 

Ozment, 37, served although 
he has a serious health condi
tion called anticardiolypen syn
drome. It has resulte_d in the 
loss of one lung and caused him 
to have three heart attacks, 50 
pulmonary embolisms or blood 
clots, and circulation problems 
especially in his legs. 

The fact that Ozment is 

alive is a miracle. About seven 
years ago while a student at 
New Orleans Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary he was told he 
had from six weeks to about , 
five years to live. He probably 
would need oxygen for the rest 
of his life and be bed-ridden, 
they explained. 

About a year earlier doctors 
at the University of Alabama -
Birmingham Hospital told him 
he "would never walk out of the 

. hospital," said Ozment, "and 
there's not anything we can 
do." 

After the hospitalization -in 
New Orleans, Ozment went 
home and then t.o school. He 
was "upset and distraught," he 
said, for about three weeks. 

· Some people at NOBTS came 
to him and told him he should 
quit and go home so he could 
spend the rest of his life· enjoy
ing his family. 

But Ozment decided after 
that three weeks that it was 
time to have a one-sided con
versation with the doctors. 
That conversation went some
thing like this - "You don't 
have the final say in this, God 
does, and if He wants me to live 
five years or 55 years doing: His · 
work, then nothing you say or 
find will make any difference." 

Since then Ozment has sur
vived more pulmonary embo
lisms than anybody on record, 
he has been told. Most people 
surviv~ about four of these 
kind of blood clots. A filter in 
his chest now helps protect his 
heart. 

He continued to study at 
NOBTS and has served three 
churches as pastor. .. 

A journey 
Ozment attended Union 

University, Jackson, where he 
met Tammie Franks of Savan
nah. They married and soon 
their son, Todd, now 15, was on 
the way. 

_Ozment left school to pro- . 

Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina 

Committee Seeks Nominations · 
For New Executive Director 

The committee charged with recommending a new executive 

director/treasurer to lead the Baptist State Convention of 

North Carolina is seeking recommendations or nomin'ations 

to the post. Neither you nor your nominee is required to be a 

North Carolina Baptist. Include as much information about 
the candidate as you can. 

Recommendations must be postmarked by 
Nov. 21, 2005 and mailed to: 

P.O. Box 2138 
Cary, NC 27512 

Committee chairman Robert Jackson's e-mail 
address is pastor@ peninsulabaptist.com 

vide for his family and 
began working as an 
emergency medical tech
nician. Ozment recalled 
when he was 28 year s old 
he was driving a long 
way each day to work so 
he had a lot of time to 
think. 

"I knew I was in the 
wrong place doing the 
wrong thing. It was 
destroying my life and 
my fa~ly." 

He knew God had 
called him into the min
istry 10 years earlier and 
he had ignored the call. 
He pray, asking God to 
help hiin. 

Two weeks la ter, he 
was sick for the ·first time. 

"I don't blame this on 
God," said · Ozment, 

' . 

CHRIS OZMENT, pastor, New Harmony Baptist Church, Sa\ 
stands outside the church facility located northeast of the city and n 
Tennessee River in South Tennessee. 

explaining that becau.se 
he.was "hard-headed" God had 
to do"' something drastic to get 
his attention. · 

"I see it as God saving my 
life, not talq.ng anything away 
from it." 

'l'en months later he was 
attending NOBTS. 

Living with disease 
Pzment hunts and fishes, 

and ·one time went on a church 
white water rafting trip thr~e 
we.eks after a heart .attack. He · 
admitted he asked the doctor if 

. he c,ofd go to the mountains 
and ·he said.yes. ' 

Ozment has coa'thed football 
;3.nq baseball. · He is father to 

Todd, Bekah, 9, and Caleb, 8. 
He praised his children, who 
are always · trying to help him 
and his wll9\ Tammie. "She's 
stood by me and sometimes 
carried me," he said. 

One way he ministers in his 
community is through fishing. 
He invites folks fishing and has 
found he is abie to witness eas
ily to many and see some make 
professions of faith. · 

Sometimes he has to take a 
break to catch his breath, rest, 
or sit up at nights to be able to 
breath. . 

"You know,. God doesn't 
promise any of us· bright, sun-

• 

-. 

shiny days every 
Ozment. 

His situation provi 
glimpse into your own t; 

ty" and "is a daily re 
that I have to make tl 
with what I have." 

He can relate to JoJ 
said, who ran from 
Ozment is consoled t 
may lead the next Bil 
ham to Christ or a sing6 
er of four. They are bott 
~mportant to God, hen<: 

Every day, he 1 
reminder that God ha 
thing for me to do 
Ozment. 0 

To LEARN, To LIVE, To LovE· ... 

Thd.nk you Corson-Newmcm College dnd your 
· BCM (&lptist Cdlegidte Mimstries) for the spirit o{ 
service dOd cGmpdssion modeled by }QUr students 

dncl faculty. One could not h~ve-dssembled d bet
ter team thdn • W(ho come to South Mississipp• 
to liJP with Hurriccne Kdttind 1ecovery efforts. 

• Tim)<Giaze 
BSU Director 

William Carey Coneg'e 
lflatties6urg, MS 

• 

jefferson City. Tennessee 
wJWW.cn.edu 
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risti·anity_· takes 111ore than an hOur on Sunday 
, ,. 

,t;....--~~---"'3'"' -.-:;+;. . .. :•--o-·' : i~p. life. Being a Christian is for 
eternity. Yet, how many Chris
tians spend the time "to get bet
t er" Too ma,ny of us go to church 
an hour or two ·on Sunday and 
think we have done "our duty." 

adversity, to see what "we are 
really like" when we are not 
with the "church crowd," etc. We 
have to be on guard to protect 
our Christian witness. 

Sunday School once a week. lt 
takes commitment to spend 
t ime da:ily in prayer with our 
Lord. It takes commitment to 
study God's Word on a da:ily 
basis. I t takes a determination 
to live a Christian life in a world 
that frowns upon such. Lonnie Wilkey, editor • 

Christianity is much more 
than going to church a few hours 
a week. Being a Christian is a 

the past six weeks or so 24-hour a day, seven-day-a-week 

In addition, we need to be 
active in our witness. We need to 
tell others about J esus. We need· 
to let others see J esus in our 
da:ily living. I know Christians 
who "talk the talk" but fa:il to 

·"walk the walk.". 

High school bands .take pride 
in what" they- do and work 
extremely long hours to prep~e 
for a 10-minute performance. 

and I have attended high responsibility. 
band competitions. In _ Too many of us fail to realize 

we have .gorie to see that those who profess to be What does it. take to be a 
strong Christian? It takes more 
than attending worship and 

Should Christians do any less 
for our Lord and Savior? We are 
preparing for eternity. 0 

1r.n ......... ~· High School, wh~re Christians · are constantly 
Daniel is a band mem- watched to see how we handle 

have seen many excellent 
sehool bands t his year. 

ba11ds are characterized by 
· ty musicians, de.dicated 
directors, and a strong par

\J~t: that wollks behind the 
to help fund the pro-

importantly,' good bands 
hard ~ be good. In band 
etitions., the program is 

10 minutes long. Yet, it 
countless hours week 

week for as much as three 
months to perfect the 10-
performance. 

tlie year is over, that 
is put away in 

and baRd directors 
beglp. to think about 

year's · iO-minute show. 
~onLtra.st that to the Christ-

s decision 
know it's still early to be 

about Christmas but 
choir has already 

practice on Christmas 
so it's on my mind. 

!vonlder if y01~lve ever done a 
or study of how churches 

' '"01~"' Christmas - especially 
Christmas falls on a Sun

it does this year. 
surprised to learn from 

'""' ... director that our church 
j\DIIIing to do the Christmas 

on the 18th instead of the 

hasn't been officially 
lnc:ed but the rumor mill is 

icatir' tg that the plan is to 
' Yi111t~ services on the 25th. 

when I first noticed that 
,tmlllS would fall on a Sun
[reJneJnber thinking what a . 

opportunity we had to 
do Christmas right. 

picturing family cele
bs on Christmas eve and 
the joining of the church 
N'ith family on Sunday the 
for a full day of worship, 
!, and fellowship (special 
e from 10:30 till. 12 and 
a fellowship dinner fol
by a children's Cb.I:istmas 

un around 2. After that we 
have some go carol at t~ 
tg home and senior citizen 
nee home and some go visit 
he church shut ins. 
tSt pictured having Christ
ill on Sunday as a special 
;unity of celebrating the 
lf Jesus and the resurrec
. Jesus all on the same day. 

. 

8el111ont - · tlte· clie ltas .• een cast · 
Since the meeting of the Executive Board of the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention in September, I 
have been asked in one form or another, 'What's 
going to happen with Belmont?" 

vital for the university's future. 

Good question. I have intentionally not 
answered because I simply did not know. 

Let's hope Belmont does not forget its Christ
ian and Tennessee Baptist roots. The TBC began 
Belmont in the early 1950s and nurtured the 
school through some lean years. Over the past 50-
plus years, Belmont has received more than $50 
million from the convention. Belmont .would not 
be in the position it is today to be attractive to 
major donors and businesses were it not for the 
efforts of Tennessee Baptists tttrough the years. 

Now we do, or at least we have a good idea. On 
page one of this issue is a story about a proposed 
relationship with Belmont. The story is admitted
ly sketchy because Belmont trustees are meeting 
on Thursday and have t o approve the final draft 
that will be considered by the TBC ,E xecutive 
Board at its meeting on Npv. 14 and then by con-
vention messengers. . 

In effect, as of Nov. 1, Belmont is no longer an 
affiliate institution of the TBC because we no 
longer elect their trustees. Belmont, to its credit, 
is aware that the school is no longer eligible to 
receive Cooperative Program funds. 

But the die has been cast. We must decide if we 
want a fraternal relationship. My hope is that we 
will approve the proposed relationship. The pro
posal has some good points. Belmont may not be 
ours from a legal perspective, but the school will 
always be a special place for its thousands of Bap
tist alumni. 

Belmont's leadership apparently feels the need 
to have up to 40 percent non-Baptist trustees is 

We must wish Belmont well and pray that _the 
majority of Baptist trustees will keep the institu

. tion grounded in: its Christian and Tennessee Bap
tist roots. 0 - Lonnie Wil~ey 

Any idea wha( percent of 
churches are planning to spend 
time on the 25th celebrating 
Christmas as opposed to. cancel
in.g or abbreviating services? 

Bob Jones 
Woodbury 37190 

The writer poses a good ques
tion. How will your church handle 
Christmas qay services? I would 
like to know. If we get enough 
responses we may develop a story 
to share with our readers. Be sure 
to provide a contact phone num
ber. E-mail me at lwilkey@tnbap
tist.org.- Lonnie Wilkey 

Just a tool 
It is not my intention to pour 

cold water on the church planting 
movement. However; I have 
recently become concerned about 
our push to sta:rt new churches 
almost to the exclusion of win
ning peeple. 

In the recent guest column by 
Jimmy Inman (Nov. 2 issue), I 
was left with the feeling that I 
might be reading a ~~ret:~.t 
Bible. The Great CommJSSlOn lS 

principally abou.t making disci
ples and baptizing believers: 

1 believe that our SBC Presi
dent Boboy Welch has rightly 
directed our convention to the 
task of being a witness first 
before the establishment of a new 
church. The passages cited in the 
guest column from the b~ok of 
Acts did not begin at the pomt of 
starting a church. People became 
believers before the church was 
started . 

I believe that both processes 
are important, but I also belieye 
that_many times in our denomi
nation we have the tendency tc;> 
"place the ca:rt b~fore the horse." 

Redeemed believers establish 
churches. A group of believers 
must be present before there can 
be the organization of a church. 

Church planting can become a 
tool, but I believe that God has 
provided . with many avenues to 
share the gospel. 

The end result will be the for
mation of a church because God 
works through His body and 

. bride. However, we should never 
make the mistake of thinking 
tha_t just because we plant a 
church, lost people will be ~aved. 

Mike Adams, pastor 
First Baptist Church 

Lexington 38351 

Be kind 
· In a recent issue, Reverend 

Kevin Shrum wrote concerning 
the relationship between Bel
mont a:nd our Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, which is so heavy on 
the minds and hearts of many 
Tennessee Baptists across our 
convention. 

I am respectful of everyone's 
opinion on all things that come 
before our convention, whether I 
agree or not. 

However, one can express his 
opinion in a kind and loving 
manner. To express it in any 
·other way is unbecoming to a 
Christian. 

Such comments are inappro
priate, offensive, and embarrass-

ing to me personally. · Is there any 
wonder that we Baptists are 
sometimes seen in a "bad light?" 

Virginia Wagnon 
Tullahoma 37388 

~upports AWAN~ · 
I am writing in response to a 

letter about AW ANA published a 
few weeks ago. The lady was right. 
It is not Baptist. Neither is it 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Church 
of Christ, etc. She also was right in 
that we don't use Baptist materi
al. 

We use the Holy Bible, prefer
ably the KJV I have been in the 
AWANA program for seven years 
and have ser-Ved as commander 
the past five years. I have seen 
many children come to know 
Jesus Christ as their personal 
Lord and Savior through this pro
gram, 

She is wrong when she states 
the missionary gets his salary 
out of AWANA groups "every
where." His salary is based only 
on faith that God will meet his 
needs. He gets his salary from 
the chmches he represents in a 
specified area. · 

Oh yes, she has the God-given 
right not to salute the AWANA 
flag. I wonder if she has really 
paid attention to the words. The 
AWANA clubs have two goals and 
I quote from the pledge "to reach 
boys and girls with the gospel of 
Christ and. train them to serve 
Him." 

The AW ANA program 1s a 
great program in my opinion. 

Wayne Nelson 
Rockwood 37854 

By Carolyn R. Tomlin 

Teach your 
children to pray 

A wise Sunday School 
teacher made this statement to 
the young couples in her class: 
Tell your children about Jesus 
and teach them to pray. Be cre
ative and discover a variety of 
ways to instill a prayer life in 
your home. 

Denise George, in her boo.k 
Teach Your Child to Pray (Chris
tian Focus Publishing Company) 
says "Praying comes naturally 
to those who develop prayer 
skills as children. By teaching 
children to pray, we equip them 
with coping and communication 
skills." Unfortunately, many 
families do not schedule a daily 
devotional period of Bible read
ing and prayer. Without this 
training in the home, children 
may not develop a foundation of . 
fa:ith. 

. How can Christian parents 
teach children to pray? Here are 
just a few suggestions. 

' • Write prayer notes. When a 
child prays for a friend who is ill 
or who has experienced a diffi
cult time, encourage them to 
write a note to that person. 

• Provide your child with a 
notebook or journal. Encourage 
them to record their prayers 
during times of joy and times of 
stress. 

• Encourage your child -to 
participate in church-related 
sports and one led by a Christ
ian coach. Children learn more 
t han sportsmanship when a 
leader prays before and after a 
game. 

• Put pr~yer into action. 
Teach children to pray for those 
they do not know. Learn about 
the power of intercessory 
prayer. 

• Provide your child with a 
WWJD 'What Would Jesus Do" 

·bracelet. Explain when faced 
with a decision, the child should 
ask themselves the question, 
"What would J esus do in this 
situation?" 

• Encourage child.Fen to leam 
and quote Scripture. 

• Attend church worship 
services as a family. 

• Do not count on society to 
teach your children about God. 
Help children learn, and then 
praise them for memorizing 
God's Ten Commandments. 

• Encourage children to say 
sentence prayers at an early 
age. 

As a parent, guiding chil
dren to pray can make all the 
difference in their life. As they 
learn to talk to God, children 
will develop the habit of asking 
forgiveness and praying for tha 
needs of themselves a:nd oth~ 
ers. 0 -Tomlin writes for numer
ous Christian publications. Her 
hus band, Matt. is pastor <?f Ward's 
Grove Baptist Church, Jackson. 
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Metro associational leciclers discuss Katrina respo 
By Marcia Knox 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD- About 20 
directors of missions and staff 
of metropolitan associations in 
Tennessee along with Ten
nessee Baptist Convention and 
Louisiana Baptist Convent ion · 
officials attended a Katrina 
Summit Nov. 1 at the Baptist 
Center. They discussed 
response opportunities, accord
ing to TBC ministry strategist 
Archer Thorpe. · 

Thorpe works with metro
politan association clusters or 
groups of metro associations. 
He called the meeting to dis
cuss Hurricane . Katrina 
r esponse opportunities for the 
associations through the North 
American Mission Board's 
Adopt a Church program and 
the state conventions of 
Louisiana and Mississippi. 

"The Hurricane Katrina sec
ond phase of relief assistance is 
emerging," Thorpe said. "Associ
ations will li~ with associa
tions, and churches will adopt 
churches in the affected areas. 
We need to learn from each 
other how we can establish 
effective links between associa
tions and network churches as 
they seek to adopt churches in 
the disaster areas." 

The participants h~~d the 
disaster relief needs and oppor
tunities from Louisiana and 
Mississippi, initiatives being 
taken by Tennessee Baptist 
associations ~nd churches, and 
discussed the next possible 
response steps to Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Bruce Venable of the LBC 
staff spoke on the disaster relief . 
response in parts of New 
Orleans. David Acres, director 
of TBC disaster relief, 

addressed responses in other 
areas of Louisiana and in Mis
sissippi. Acres has made sever
al trips into the areas and seen 
both state convention opera
tions' first hand. 

According to Acres, all disas.
·ter relief teams for the New 
Orleans area are being coordi
nated out of First Baptis t 
Church, New Orleans. 

"We found out Nov. 2 that 
recovery teams including mud
out teams that are mostly 'tear 

. out' do not need to be Disaster 
Relief tr.ained during a confer
ence call with NAMB." 

Several group participants 
expressed frustration with the 
communications they had 
received from the Adopt a 
Church . program and other 
responses from Louisiana Bap
tist Convention and Mississippi 
Baptist Convention about need
ing teams. 

"Because of the enormity of 
th e disaster situations, the 
entire Louisiana and Mississip
pi Baptist state copvention 
staffs are swamped with how 
they are getting out informa
tion to the people who want to 
volunteer," added Acres. · 

Venable assured th e group 
that there were numerous 
op~ortunities available in parts 
of New ·Orleans, and Acres 
noted the other oppo~tunities in 
Louisiana and Mississippi. 

"We stand in a tremendous 
crossroads of possible change in 
th e spiritual makeup of part of 
the state of Louisiana," said 
Venable. "The LouisiaJ1a con
vention has developed a plan 
out of Firs t Church, New 
Orleans. We are working it as a 
long term plan for recovery 
ministry." . 

Venable noted that David 
Crosby, pastor of First Church, 

1.800.930. 7144 
• Providing a full range of bo1h school 

and commercial buses 

• Buses in stock ranging from 15 to 51 
passengers 

• featuring safer body construction, 
higher passenger capacity and 
greater seating comfort 

• Quality products, Competitive pricing 

www.thebuscenter.com 

Senrlng Bus & Van Mlnlftrles Since 1912 

( 
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BRUCE VENABLE, standing, of the Louisiana Baptist Convention 
addressed leaders from ·metropolitan-area associations in Ten
nessee and officials from the Tennessee Baptist Convention during 
a Katrina Summit held at the Baptist Center in Brentwood. 

New Orleans, has a . vision f~r 
the community. This indudes 
recovery in the area that is 
local church driven, assoc\ation 
driven, and supported through 
the convention. "We are dream
ing dreams and visions," he 
said. 
' . 

According to yenable, the 
plan from F-irst Church 
includes helping people to 
recover their homes in the Lake 
View area, which probably will 
b~ repui'lt, and then the area 
around the New Orleans city 
park. 

$taff members from First · 
Church went into people's 
homes to do theassessments, 
and they also went to church 

members' homes. 
"A lot of· people wanted to 

walk off and leave the homes, 
but we encouraged them first to 
clear out their homes. Now we 
are doing sorting and mud-out, 
and then we can rebuild." 

Plans for the long term 
recovery partner ship include 
Phase I with mud-out teams 
and Phase II y.rith licensed elec
tricians, drywall and sheetrock 
workers. 

"The opportunities for shar
ing the gospel are incredible; 
we are also reaching out to 
Catholics who are coming to 
Southern Baptists for help with 
recovery and telling us that 
they will come to Southern 

LUTHER 
..... .~""" -~ 

Baptist churche .. . "' 
The plan calls fc 

rebuilding of hom<'s, cor 
ties, ana church buildir 
Venable added. 

According to Acres. 
need to make r('sen 
through FBC, New 0 
because of the housin~ 
t ion which may includ( 
able housing area&.in t.h 
nary and other ~w ( 
community centers. 

Contacts for housin~ 
through FBC, New btle 
Aaron Arledege at (50 
6462 and Keith l{ating 
669-3023. Student grot 
other groups are encow 
call these contacts for ~ 
mg. 

Work in Louisiana a 
sissippi also continues 
ing to Acres. Work reit 

• Sulphur, La., for cha 
teams; Slidell, La., nee1 
out teams at Pearl Riv 
tist Church; Bogalu .. 
Gulfport, Miss., and F 
ton, Miss., need recover; 
he added. 

Kiely Young, who is 
as a Mississippi Co 
disaster a~sociate, is 
with associations, state 
tions, and churches w~ 
help with recovery. He 
reached at (601) 968-3~ 

Louisiana and Mi' 
will make the assignm1 

• Tennessee Disaster RE 
train the teams, Acr 
Information will flow 
the Disaster Relief 0{ 
Center, he added. 0 

CE 
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st Jacfcson ·Church draws 5 ,OQO to Fall Fun Fest parade 
Holmes · · · ceo-sful that it had outgrown the School classes, and other cially for the event. The tract The hour-long parade ended 
Baptist and Reffector space available inside the church organizations. Additi~n- explains that God made the with horses. 0 

church facilities. allighting provided by genera- pumpkin for a purpose and that 
- Floats, ba:i:ids, 

bags of candy, and perfect 
provided an exciting 

to enjoy an aatumn 

.Jackson Baptist 
here staged its first 
Fest Parade on Hal

night, Oct 31. It drew 
5,090 people. 
1years West Jackson has 
· an alternative to Hal-
with an indoor Fall Fun 

Fest is for children 
sixth grade and their 
The even~, held as a 

the city, had been so sue-

Ken Hindman, children's tors provided good- viewing .as God made us for a very special 
minister'ofWest Jackson, knew the parade circled the main ·purpose - to worship and 
the event had to be taken to the church parking lot. The parade serve Him. The handout includ
next level. The parade concept was designed along the theme ed a very simple plan of salva
proved to be a well-accepted of "God Blessed America." All tion and urged aDyone with 
succes_s. Hindman said when he groups were asked to display questioDs to call the church . 
arriv~d at the church at 6:30 the American flag on their The parade featured 46 
Tuesday morning, · he had float. entries, including floats, youth 
already received many e-mails West Jackson pastor Wen- praise band, the marching 
from people thanking the dell Lang and his wife, Pam, church orchestra, antique cars, 
church for the best Fall Fun served as grand marshalls for and motorcycle groups. Chil
Fest event yet. the parade. The Langs handed dren received some of the 8,000 

The parade was made up by out 2,000 copies of a gospel bags of candy as it was thrown 
various ministries, Sunday tract written by Hindman espe- from floats. 

Some families arrived early 
in order to tailgate. Sunday 
School classes also came and 
roped off a group viewing area. 

CAROLINE MILLER keeps a 
careful eye on the parade as 
she gathers candy tossed to 
chj/dren from the parade. 

WEST JACKSON MEMBER Kay Griffin treats Abby Nolen 
with a brochure about the church. 

THE YOUfH PRAISE BAND of the church performs on a float in 
the parade. - Photos by Wayne Holmes 

your life changes, your health plan can change too. Wherever you 

are in life, GuideS tone is there to guide you- every step of the way. 

Value means getting the m?st for your money. At GuideStone, 

~e,re)mproving our health plans while still holding down costs -

offering you more value for your health car~ dollars. 

Enhanced wellness benefits. 

• Multiple medical plan options to fit almost any bl!ldget. 

• .Access to nationwide Blue Cross Blue Shield health care 

provider network. 

Southern Baptist ministers, church staff, seminary stude_nts_and denominational 
employees are eligible to apply for coverage through GmdeStone. 
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Church's 1 Halleluiah Harvest' dra"'s 800 people Qn Hallo"'e 
Baptist and Reflector 

CEDAR HILL - Four years 
ago Brad Shockley, pastor of 
Cedar Hill Baptist Church here 
located near Springfield, 
preached a message on the 
occult origins of Halloween. 

"I made it clear that partici
pating or not participating in 
this increasingly popular holi
day was not a test of fellowship, 
but I was convinced Christians 
should find ways 'to sanctify' 
it," Shockley said. 

Shockley suggested to his 
congregation that instead of 

taking their children trick or 
treating, they should look for 
churches hosting fall events as 
an alternative to Halloween 
and attend those. 

Little did he realize that 
suggestion would lead to Cedar 
Hill beginning its own such 
event that very year. 

"After the sermon, a young 
lady in our church volunteered 
to plan our own fall event even 
though Halloween was just 
three weeks away," Shockley 
recalled. 

He noted that despite short 
notice and planning time, an 

TRENT MORRIS "clowns" around for those attending the Hallelu
jah Harvest at Cedar Hill Baptist Church, Cedar Hill. 

Bill Zwecker, Chica&o 

event was held and it attracted 
200 people. 

Since then, the fall event has 
grown steadily each year, first 
to 300, then 400, and finally 
doubling this year to about 800 
people, the pastor said. 

He noted more games and 
attractions have been added 
each year to the event, includ
ing a bungee jump this year. 

"From the beginning our 
desire was to provide an alter
native to Halloween, reach out 
to people in our community, 
and do something fun all the 
kids would enjoy," Shockley 
said. 

"Every time our goals have 
been reached, all to the glory of 
God." 

He noted that after this 
year's event person after person 
came up, thanking him for the 
event. One individual wanted 
to ·make a donation to help 
cover costs. "My reply," Shock

--'ley said, "was that we weren't 
about to let anyone steal our joy 
in providing this Halloween 
alternative at no cost." 

"On Halloween night we 
influenced many, many people 
for Christ, giving out dozens of 
Bibles and tracts. The best part 
was th at we made J esus look 

_ good in our community. That 
was priceless," Shockley said. 0 

"The essence of Christianity is that 
unmerited favor and forgiveness 

saves us from an eternity of despair. 

• 

This, too, is the story of Johnny Cash's 
life and "WALK THE LINE' 

brilliantly depicts a man's fall 
and ultimate redemption." 

Steve Beard, RISEN Magazine 

- . 
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ABOVE, A bungee jump and long slide were attractions 
Hill Baptist Church's fourth annual Hallelujah Harvest. 
Rebecca Sowder prepares to paint a face of an eager yc 

' 

\ ' 
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warn electrocution dangers lurk around church baptistries 
4 

· · · .Rbocked and collapsed. carries a maximum 48 volts- could become highly charged, "The water would probably 
Baptist Press · . Mote. than 800 people wit- nowhere near enough to stop a Elwell added. ruin the equipment if it were 

nessed tQe event, which hap- person's heart, even ifthe indi- "The bottom line is, if you're ·submerged, but the battery 
pened on the same weekend as vidual stood in chest-deep in the .water, don't touch any- operation doesn't have enough 
Baylor University's hoinecom- water, Elwell explained. thing metal," said Elwell, voltage to do any harm," he said. 
ing. Doctors in the congrega- But "correctly wired" and whose firm's clients have · If a wired microphone must 
tion tried for ~0 minutes to "properly grounded" conditions included the Crystal Cathe- be used, it should be suspend
revive Lake. He was sent to make all the differ(mce, said dral in Garden Grove, Calif; ed overhead, out of reach, Byrd 
Hillcrest Baptist Medical Cen- Elwell ancl others. If eith~r the Willow Creek Community added - adv~ce echoed by 
ter, whex:e he was pronounced baptistry pool or if the metal Church in South Barrington~ Keith Crouch, director of the 
dead at 11:30 a.m. The woman chas$is of the microphone were lll. ; and Saddleback Church in Baptist General Convention of 

' 
Texas - Electricity 

~ter create a potentially 
combination, but metal 

microphones them-
- present tb.e greatest 

to people i:n hap
according ta acoustic 

~ ..... r-h -building consult-

issue came to the fore
whE~n Pastor Kyle Lake 

lversi1~"1 Baptist Church 
killed Oct. 30 after 

! t-al>be~a· a microphone 
:uons~l~ta.Iltdl:Ilg in a baptistry 

Lake was to baptize survived improperly grounded, it could Mission Viejo, Calif., Texas church facilities center. 
the incident. create a hazard. Life Way Christian Re- When it comes to installing 

"If everything is working Any pool of water carries sources recommends that only baptistries and the electrical 
right, there is no way· a micro- electrical potential, and if a wireless mikes be used in or fixtures around them -
phone carries nearly enough person standing in electricity- . near a baptistry - either a including pumps and heaters, 
electricity to cause a person's charged water reaches out to wireless lavaliere mike, a as well as sound systems -
death ," said ;Brian Elwell, sen- touch a metal object, it will handheld wireless, or a ~re- Crouch strongly urges church
ior consultant with Acoustic complete the circuit and cause less mike on a stand. es to use only licensed, certi-

to eyewitness 
Lake grabbed the 

Dimensions near Dallas. a shock, Elwell noted. -There is not enough voltage fied electricians and plumbers. 
The exact cause of Lake's Also, if a microphone line in any wireless mike to do any He also-recommends that elec-

to adjust it 
standing in the hap

waters. He· was 

death was not· immediately were cut and came into con- damage, said Davis Byrd, trical plugs near the baptistry 
known. But a correctly Wired, tact with high voltage, the director of LifeWay's church be installed with ground-fault 
properly grounded microphone metal c~sing of the mike architecture departme_?t. interrupters. 0 
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Pastor was leader in emerging church movement 
Associated Baptist Press - ' . 

WACO, Texas- Pastor Kyle Lake of Univer
sity Baptist Church here, who died Oct. 30 in a 
baptismal pool accident, was a leader in the 
emerilng church movement seeking to develop 
new forms of'worship and theological inquiry 
for a new cultural context. 

The 33-year-old Lake was the author of the 
books, Understanding God's Will: How to Hack 
the Equation Without Formulas and (re)Under
standing Prayer: A Fresh Approach to Con versa- . 
tion with God. · 

A graduate of Baylox Univevsity and its 
seminary, Lake was one of the up-and-com
ing voices of "the emerging church". move
ment, which seeks .to reconneet the younger 

generation with the gospel. 
Milfred Minatrea, missional-church consult

ant for the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas, called Lake a ''bridge person" because he 
cared deeply for traditional churches but was 
passionate about sharing the gospel with 
younger generations. 

"Kyle's contemplative in many senses," 
Minatrea said. "He meditated on the Scrip~es 
and tried to tell the message in fresh ways," he 
added. 

News of Lake's. death spread across the 
country within hours of his passing through 
phone calls, e-mails, and Internet blogs. His 
death affeets a large portion of younger believ
ers, accoz:ding to a blog run by Emergent, a net
work of yormg church leaders. 0 

• 
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SBC CP giving 
meets budget 
to start new year 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE Contribu-
tions through the Cooperative 
Program in October met · the 
Southern Baptist Convention's 
CP Allocation Budget for the 
first month of the new fiscal 
year, according to a news release 
from SBC Executive Committee 
President Morris H. Chapman. 

The $15,886,642.51 received 
in October is $64,537.93 above 
the $15,822,104.58 budgeted, or 
100.41 percent of budget to sup
port Southern Baptist min
istries globally and across North 
America. The $15,886,642.51 
received in October, however, fell 
7.97 percent compared to the 
first month of the SBC's last fis
cal year, in October 2004 when 
$17,263,172.52. was received, a 
difference of $1,376,530.01. 

. In designated giving, · the 
$3,552,248.41 received in Octo
ber was $350,810.80 above the 
$3,201,437.67 received in Octo
ber 2004, an increase of 10.96 
percent. 

On Sept. 19, the SBC Execu
tive Committee, acting ad interim 
on behalf of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, voted unanimously 
to use beyond-the-budget Cooper
a tive Program contributions for 
SBC national causes_ during the 
first quarter (October, November, 
December 2005) of the fiscal year 
in three areas of extrao:tdinary 
need among Southern Baptists in 
the wake of Hurricane Katrina. · 

One-half of the total is ear
marked for New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary (to aid 
faculty and students recover 
from losses and to help rebiD:ld 
the campus), one-fourth will go 
to the three state conventions 
most affected by th_e hurricane 
(to keep ministers in the field 
and to assist churches in recov
ery), and one-fourth to ·the 
North American Mission Board 
(to support the extensive hurri
cane disaster relief operations). 

MINISTRY - MUSIC 
Associate pastor of worship. 
Full-time, must be able to lead 
both contemporary and tradition
al styles of worship music. A 
desire to work with youth would 
be a big plus. Send resume to 
Gum Springs Baptist Church, 
Attn. Search Committee, 5270 
Marion Rd., Cunningham, TN 
37052. 

MINISTRY- SENIOR ADULT 
Central Baptist C.hurch, Johnson 
City, Tenn., is accepting resumes 
for the position of senior adult 
minister. This is a part-time posi
tion with a work week of 30 
hours. If you are interested, 
please send resume to Mr. Frank 
Hutchins, Senior Adult Minister 
Search Committee, Central Bap
tist Church, 300 N. Roan St., 
Johnson City, TN 37601 . 

Th e Executive Committee 
also voted to use beyond-the
budget Cooperative Program 
contributions received for last 
fiscal year, which ended Sept. 
30, in the same manner - send
ing $12,496,728.55 to aid in 
recovery needs from the massiye 
destruction in late August. 0 

DR gilts exteed 
$ J B million so far 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARE'ITA, Ga. - In the 
wake of Hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita, and Wilma, more than 
25,000 separate donations total-

ing more than $18 million have 
poured into the North American 
Mission Board - so many that 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
entity has hired temporary help 
to process the gifts. Nearly $10 
rnmion of that amount has 
already been sent to the devas
tated areas to minister to needs 
of individuals and Southern Bap
tist churches and to share Christ. 

Most of the checks have been 
in the $25-$100 range and often 
come with notes expressing con
cern for hurricane victims and 
usually include a "God Bless 
You" to Southern Baptists for 
their unprecedented disaster 
relief efforts the last two months 

Buses provided for LifeWay by 

Carpenter Bus Sales 
Franklin. TN • Since 1953 ' 

1-800-370-6180 • carpe<nterbus.com 

• 
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in hurricane-affected areas. 
Indh <idual dona tions have 

been a s little as two quarters 
taped to an index card and as 
much as half a million dollars. 
Contributions have arrived 
from every state in the union, 
and not all donors were Bap
tists or even believers. 

Significant contributions also 
have been sent 9Y churches, asso-

~BOWUNG UN11ID rNDUSTRlES 

~-.;:;. 
www.BUichurch.com 

1-800-446-7400 Stee1)1es 
P.O. Box 2250 • Danville, Virginia 24541 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
Gravel Hill Baptist Church of 
RameF, Tenn. , is now accepting 
resumes for a full-time pastor. 
Please mail resume to Search 
Committee, 172 Ester · Lane, 
Ramer, TN 38367. ..... ,. ....... . • •• • • 
Covenant Baptist Church in Col
lierville, Tenn., is now accepting 
resumes for a full-time senior 
pastor. For further inform·ation, 
see www.covenantontheweb.
org/CBC_Search.html. E-mail 
resume to general@ covenant
ontheweb.org or mail to Pastor 
Search Committee, Coven~nt 
Baptist · Church, P.O. Box 1165, 
Collierville, TN 38027 by Dec. 
15, 2005. .............. • • • • 
Bivocational pastor. If interested 
please . send resume to Pastor 
Search Committee, Calvary 

' Baptist Church, 6252 Memr:>his 
Arlington Rd. , Bartlett, TN 
38135-2462. 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
First Baptist Church, Hayti, Mo., 

is seeking a full-time youth ~irec
tor. Please send resume to Youth 
Search Committee, c/o First 
Baptist Church, 201 East Lin
coln, Hayti, MO 63851. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Alice Bell Baptist Church accept
ing resumes for full-time minister 
to students. Qualified applicant 
should possess at least a 4 year 
college degree and 3 years 
experience working with middle 
school to college age students. 
Resumes will be acc,epted 
through Nov. 22, 2005. Please 
send resume to 3305 Alice Bell 
Rd., Knoxvme, TN 37917, Attn. 
Youth Pastor Search Committee. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Seeking full-time youth minister 
at First Baptist Church, Mayfield. 
Send resume to Bob Swift, Pas
tor, 118 West · South St.. May
field, KY 42066. 

+ (• (• (• 
Clinch River Bapttst Church of 
Lake City, Tenn., is seeking a 
dynamic, Christian leader of 
young people to fill the full-time 
position of minister of youth. 
Please mail resume to Kenny 
Clotfelter, 108 Redwood Rd., 
Clinton, TN 3n16 or e-mail clot
fetter@ wmconnect.com. 

s 

cialions. ~tate B3ptist , 
tions. the South~nl Bapti 
venhon Executivr Com 
and other SBC entit ies. ~ 
from banlts. rorporatiom 
and foundations. , 

Lte[!j\~~og~ 
MINISTRY - CHILD~ 

Church is seeking perso 
the full-time position of r 
of childhood education. M 
of two years experience 
time children's mlnistr 

lt 
bachelor's degree re 
Send resume to Search C 
tee, First Baptist Churc 
South Main St., Jonesbc 
72401 . 

•!<>++•) 
Seeking full-time childrer 
ister at First Baptist Churc 
field. Send resume to Bol 
Pastor. 118 West SoL 
Mayfield, KY 42066. 

MISCELLANEOU~ 
Southwest Baptist Ch~ 
looking for a used or "rep1 
ular building for their your 
gregation. If you know o 
please call or e-mail Centr 
tist Church, Crossville, AU 
sions, phone (931) 484-& 
mail billy@ cbccrossville.or~ 

••••••• ! •••• . . -. . 
For sale: 1989 Bluebird 
Bus, 72-passenger, EIKi 
condition. Gath Baptist C 
(931) 934-2655 or e-mai 
~aptist@ blmond. net. 

MINISTRY - COMBINJ 
First Baptist Church,· Son 
Tenn., is seeking a ft:JII·tin 

. ister of music and edl 
Bachelor's degree 
seminary degree 
Experience in a Southern 
Church important. We 
growing church with 350 , 
worship. Job descriptior 
able upon r~quest. tnt~ 
applicants send resume 
sonnel Committee, c/o Fir 
tist Church, 12685 Sou~ 
St., Somerville, TN 
Resumes will be 
through Dec. 1, 2005. 

Seeking full-time educ 
youth minister with Go 
spirit, passion for educatit 
desire to lead growing 
group. Two years colle~ 
ferred, three years exp' 
required. Send only 
resumes by Npv. 19, 2 
Search Committee, Liber 
tist Church, 5199 Lakela 
Flowood, MS 39232. 

~~~~ 

Jefferson Street Baptist 
is seeking a full-time min 
music and education. Thi~ 
date will primarily be resp 
for music while assisting t 
in the promotion of ~ 
School and developing ar 
ing discipleship minist• 
more information plea! 
(478) 272-7750 or send 1 

to Search Committee, : 
Jefferson St., Dublin, GA 
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b<)ok :review 
' . . . 

Ferguson • 

Feathers from my Nest _ 
by Beth Moore 

Broadman & Holman, 2005 

rwnpled Kleenex. CliffsNotes .. Index cards. An 
string on a drawer knob. A str:ay dog. A smell. A 

tape. These ~re just a few of the things author 
iMooi~e finds when she's not looking for them. 

that fi.U her with good and painful memories of 
a mother. 
~e, in her most personal book to date - Feath
m my 'Nest, shows the joys and frustrations of 
~ children in her efforts to "Train a child in the 
9 should go, and when he is old he will not turn 
t" (Proverbs 22:6). As Moore states, this_ is not a 
1.tee that the child will grow to be godly, but it's 
,,LU.,.:::; that he cannot ~et rid of the truth that is 

:..I.U.IJU"""" into him. "I like to translate it this way: 
~-.., .... <> from it, may it drive him crazy until it 
him to Christ," says Moore. 
of Mom·e's goals as a mother was to instill in 

1n ... ,,.TI a love for Christ. In one of the book's 18 
Moere talks about finding a stack of index 

r;n.en. she wasn't looking for them and the .pre
•neJiil.eJries they hold. She talks about her desire 

a fami1y devotional time during a hectic season 
life when schedules rarely allowed for 

to_ be home at the same time. She decides 
everyone is there in the morning, that she 

Jtult<l a Bible verse,for each day ~d a daily devo
LLI.<:l" will take no inore than five minutes for 

. . 
to read and study. She writes these on 

cards and places them on the hearth for each 
member to read and sign_so they can seek God 
ery morning. Now, both of her girls wlio are in 

20s and living on their own - just }ike their 
-have a daily appointment with GOd. 

reflections are not only heart-warming, but 
also painfully honest. In a vignette ti~led "The 

[Lilu," she candidly admits to a time in her life 
t!Sne was trying to be all things to all people. 
believes that there are two myths that keep us 

1 treadniill. The belief that we can do everything 
nd. the belief that we can .make everyone like us. 
1prove of us. In response, she reflects on Paul's 
m posed in Galatians 1:10: Am I now trying to 

approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to 
' m~·n~ 

~ncluding, Moore states thi.s book is a gift from 
nily - written by her, but lived by them all. 

themselves "an otherwise private family," 
1 : sa,~s they agreed to share their personal stories 
·hope to other struggling fami1ies. 
re making it. And so can you. Only one thing 

l·et1Neem us and a scattered nest. God: Ever·lov
forgiving us, teaching us, restoring u~. Redeem

' 1 failures. Reclaiming our surrendered ground. 
· our broken win.gs. As Psalm 91:4 says, He 

us with His feathers. And they are all.over our 

book is for mothers, fathers, grandparents, 
mcles, teachers, and anyone with any jnfluence 
!hild - namely all of us. "Chil·dren are very per-
. They will base much of their own choice to ' 
lr reject a relationship with God on what they 
e in our hearts and our attitudes, not just in 
:-ds," writes Moore. - Ferguson is a correspon~ 
the Baptist and Reflector. 

COOPERATIVE. PROGRAM_ 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Funding missions in Tennessee 
and around the world 

Careful.ly evaluate explanations 
By Mark Brown 

Focal Passage: Job 4:6-8; 5:27; 
8:4-8; 11:13-15; 13:20-24 

We should delete the adage 
"The patience of Job" from our 
lexicon of metaphors. Job was not 
patient. Faithful? Yes. Enduring? 
Certainly. But he was not patient, 
which would imply understand
~ng, and Job ~ost assuredly did 
not understand his cucum-

.stances. 
When the news of Job's tragic 

circumstances was broadcast in 
and around U z, three of his 
friends responded in person. Say 
what you will about them, and 
there is plenty to say, they 
nonetheless showed up and, 
according to the narrative, they 
sat in silence for seven days. For 
168 hours they followed the · 
example of the·ir grief-strick_en 
friend; they just sat there. 

As long as Eliphaz, Bildad, 
and Zophar were ministering to 
Job by their presence everything 
was okay. Job-, speaking out of the 
depths of his grief, said it would 
have been better had he never 
existed (chapter 3). He laments 
having been born, he wallows in 
despair, and he craves death as 
an end to his pitiful state. But a 
tlose reading of the-third chapter 
demonstrates that he does not 
ask, "Why is this happening to 
me?" · 

And yet, when his three 
friends began speaking, that is 
the question they work so hard to 
answer. It's not Job's question; 
clearly it is actually their ques
tion and they have come to visit 
in order t9 say what they think. I 
wonder if that is' exactly why they 
sat there for seven days; to buy 
the right to explain to Job why he 
was suffering. Interestingly, they 
answered a question Job 

1 

did not 
ask. Even more interesting is the 
fact that they thought they were 
speaking for God, which is where 
I think they got into trouble. 

Eventually, Job does ask ques
tions. He even asked God ques
tions, which is something most 
people still believe we should 
never do. 

We often treat God as if he has 
been frozen in liquid nitrogen for 
2,000 years, as if a question 
directed ·at our Creator will break 
Him into untold pieces. But He is 
the immutable God, and the 
questions we ask Him cannot 
change who He is nor lessen the 
love and concern He has for us. 

The questions we ask can't 
change God, but they can certain
ly change· us. If we first seek 
righteousness, we will start ask
ing the right questions. 

For the sake of clarity in eval
uating. what the three friends say, 
jump to the end of the narrative. 
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar will. 

led by the Spirit 
By Kevin Shrum 

Focal Passage: Romans 8:1-14 
When a person is transformed 

by the power of Jesus Christ, he is 
permanently given the person of 
the Holy Spirit as a down pay-

- ment of things to come in eternity 
(Ephesians 1:13-~4) . It is the 
Spirit of God who gives us new 
birth, spiritual gifts for service, 
·aJl.d produces spiritual fruit in us 
that reflects the person of Jesus 
Christ. Rather than being led by 
our sinful flesh, we are now led by 
the Spirit of God. All of this hap
pens because of what God does· in 
us, through u.s, and for us! 

What God does. in u.s, 8:1-4 
The gospel of Jesus Christ 

accomplishes several things in us. 
First, we are no longer under the. 
condemnation of sin because we 
are now in Christ (v. 1). The Spir-. 
it has set us free from sin and 
death (v. 2). • 

And how did this happen? 
Because Jesus Christ condemned 
sin by offering Himself as a sacri
fice for sin '(v. 3); as a result, we 
are now free from the condemna
tion of sin. In this way, the right
eous requirements of God's law 
are accomplished in . us because 
we have been given a righteous
ness that is not our own (v. 4) .. So, 
by the operation of the Spirit and 
through the person of Jesus 
Christ God has accomplished in 
us His redemptive purposes. 

What God does through us, 
-- vv. 5-11 
But this is not 1all that God 

does in us because He does so 
much through us, as well. God, 
through His Spirit, causes us to 
live and walk according to the 
Spirit rather than being con
trolled by the flesh (v. 5). In fact, 

- verse 6 reminds us that it is the 
flesh that produces death, but it 
is the Spirit of God who produces 
life and peace. In fact, a mind con
trolled by the flesh is hostile to 
God, unable to submit to God or 
His law (v. 7). Sinful flesh cannot 
please God (v. 8). 

Yet, because 
we are in Jesus 
Christ, the Spir
it of God lives in 
us and works 
througn us (v. 9). 
Without the wit.: 
ness of the Spirit 
we do not belong 

SHRUM to God. Because 
the Spirit of God 

is in us and is working through us 
we are dead to sin and alive to 
righteousness (v. 10). The same 
Spirit who raised Jesus from the 
dead is present in us and through 
us to make us alive in Christ 
Jesus (v. 11). 

What GOO does for us, 
vv. 12-17 

But what God does in us and 
through us does not comprehend 
God's full work for us. Because 
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be r~buked by God for what they 
are saying, and God ultimately 
rewards Job's integrity by restor-

. ing him twice over what he had 
lost. 

I believe God wants our ques
tions way, way more than He ever 
wants us making answers on His 

• 
behalf. And I think a huge part of 
what put · the 
three friends in 
a ltirch was that 
they were sit
ting in the judg
ment seat. They 
spoke in God's 
stead, and they 
got into trouble 
with the BROWN 
Almighty, where- · 
as Job, one who had a long-stand
~ng faith-based .relationship with 
God, questioned Him. 

When grief and suffering visits 
my friends, I hope to follow the 
example of Eliphaz, Bildad, and 
Zophar and show up to sit with 
them in their sorrow. I just pray 
that I keep my mouth shut. 0 -
Brown is- director of news and pub
lications at Carson-Newman Col
lege. and a member of First Baptist 
Church, Jefferson City. 
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God is for us we are no longer 
obligated to the flesh to live by the 
flesh (v. 12~. That is, because we 
have the power of God working 
for us we discover that we have a 
choice about how to live other 
than living by the flesh. 

The flesh produces death, but 
. the Spirit produces life and peace 

(v. 13). We can now live· by the 
Spirit. 

God is for us in that we are 
now "God's sons" (v. 14). Further, 
God is for us in that we are no 
longer slaves but adopted chil
dren who call God "Abba, Father" 
(v. 15). In addition, God is for us 
in that His Bpirit testifies together 
with our spirit that we are God's 
children (v. 16). And if we are chil
dren, we are heirs of God and co
heirs with Christ (v. 17). 

In summary, God in us pro
duces a p~rson no longer under 
the condemnation of sin; God 
through us empowers us to live 
according to the Spirit and not 
the flesh; and, God for us works in 
our lives by adopting us into the 
family of God. Such people are the 
ones led by the Spirit of God. 
Praise His name! 0 - Shrum is 
pastor of Inglewood Baptist 
Church, Nashville. 
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De ths 
• Charles Page, 66, pas

tor. First Baptist Church , 
Charlotte, N.C., and former 
pastor, First Baptist Church , 
Nashville, died Oct. 28 at his 
home in Charlotte. Page was 
pastor of the 3,500-m·ember 
Charlotte church since 1991 
and from 1982-85. In between , 
he served at FBC, Nash ville. 
Page had been ba ttling cancer 
for nine years. He was a vice 
president of the trustee board 
of the Christian Life Commis
sion, Southern Baptist Con
vent ion, Nashville (the former 
Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission) in the mid-

• 
1990s. He also led churches in 
Greensboro, N.C., and North 
Augusta , S.C. He is survived 
by his wife, Sandra, and two 
sons. Memoria ls may be made 
to the Charles Page Chair of 
Biblical Theology at South
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary~ Wake Forest , N.C., 
and th~ Congregational 
H ealth Ministry of Firs t 
Church , Charlotte. 

Events 
+. The Tennessee Baptist 

Men's Chorale of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention 
will be in concert Sunday, 'Noy. 
13, at 7·p.m., at First Baptist 
Church, Joelton.- The 
chorale is comprised of minis
ters of music from across the 
state. Musical selections to be 
presented will range from 
hymns, anthems, and contem
porary tunes. For information, 
call the church at (615) 876-
0527. ' 

Leaders 
+ Rodger D. Eakin 

recently resigned as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Gruetli
Laager, and is now residing in 
theN ashville area. He is avaii
able for full-time, part-time, or 
bivocational ministry opportu
nities. Eakin can be reached at 
(615) 882-0952 or (615) 500-
2415. 

+Anthony Morgan has 
been called as pastor, Alleghe
ny Baptist Church·, Maryville. 
Robert Warren is the former 
pastor. 

• Horace Brown has 
r esigned as pastor of Cold 
Springs Baptist Church, Wal
land. 

+ New Prospect Baptist 
Church , Lawrenceburg, 

·r ecently called Bill Repsel as 
minister of music. Bill and his 
wife, Martha, have a son. 

+ First Bapti_st Church, 
Crump, recently called Eric 
Jones as pastor. 

+ Hopewell Baptist Church, 
Tazewell, called Clyde Daniels 
as pastor. He formerly served 
as pastor of Riverside Baptist 

f 

FRIENDS OF JAMES SMITH, center, pastor, Central Baptist 
Church, Selmer, pause during a surprise 50th anniversary ce/e-. . 
bration of his ministry held by the church. Smith is joined by, from 
left, Fred Clifft; Ernie Perkins; Smith; Jerald Smith, his brother; and 
Ron Qavidson, director of missions, Shiloh Baptist Association, 
Adamsville. James Smith has served as pastor of Central Church 
for 11 years along with his wife, Margaret. He has pastored church
es in Tennessee, Texas, and Mississippi. 

LEADERS of Lawrence County BapJist Association, Leoma, 
pause during its recent annual meeting. They are, from left, Steve 
Clark, pastor, Immanuel Baptist Church, moderator; Thomas Mat-

• 
tox, pastor, Center Point Baplist Church, vice moderator; Gary ... 
Hughes, associate pastor, Mars Hfll Baptist Church, which hosted 
part of the meeting; and Ray Maynard," director of mfssions. 

Church, Harrogate. 

+ Lynn Valley Baptist 
Church, Elizabethton, recently 
called Tim Garland as part
time student minister. Tim 

· anq his wife, Stepha.nie, have a 
son. 

· Churches 
+ New Harmony Baptist 

Church, Paris, will present 
its annual live nativity display 
Saturday - Monday, Dec. 2-4. 
For information, call the 
church at (731) 593-5276. 

+ Hunter First Baptist 
Church, Elizabethton, 
recently celebrated its 175th 
homecoming. Watauga Baptist 
Association director of mis
sions Ray Sorrells presented a 
plaque to pastor Dennis Desse. 

+ First. Baptist Church, 
Hampton, recently celebrated 
its 150th anniversary. Watau
ga Baptist Association director 
of missions Ray Sorrells pre-

. sented a plaque to pastor Mike 
Hyder. 

.. . 
ssoctattons 

was damaged by a recent hur
ricane. The association gave 
the church $10,000 to help 
with repairs. Also a team is 
scheduled to go to Grace 
Church the first week in 
becember to work on the 
church. For information or to 
volunteer, contact Don Owen 
at (423) 581-4875 or (423) 748-
3795 .. 

• Beech River Baptist 

• 

BREAKING GROUND for a 660-seat worship centtr fol 
Baptist Church, Tullahoma, are leaders of the church dhd c 
nity and businessmen Oct. 30. Participating are, from left, 
Maddie; Tim McGehee, senior pastor; Richard Barr, archite 
Bisby, inayor; Scott Webb, contractor; Harry Brittan, banke 
Lynch, banker; Parker Crouch; Bay/on Hillard, director of m 
Duck River Baptist Association; and Phil Jones. 

BREAKING GROUND FOR a new worship center for 
Church, Counce, on Oct. 23 are, from left, Bob Williams, 
ton, and Ken Story, pastor. MemlJers of the church stand 
them. The 7,490-square-foot builoing .will seat 400 people 
located adjacent to the church's present sanctuary which ~ 
in 1963. The project will cost almost $1.2 million. 

Association, Lexington, will 
be ·an Operation Christmas· 
Child Shoe box Collection Cen
ter Nov. 14-20. For more infor
mation, contact the association 
office at brbarc@netease.net or 
(731) 968-7071. 

Schools 
+ Union University, 

JackSon, has received approval 
from the official nurse anes-

thetist accrediting ag 
the University's Certi1 
istered Nurse Ane 
( CRNA) program clea 
way for s.tudents t 
study in January. Ti:q 
dean of Union's S( 
Nursing said Union'~ 
program wi11 be the fi 
program among the 
versities in the Cau 
Christian Colleges a 
versities. 

+ Nolachucky Baptist 
Association, Morristown, 
recently voted during its 178th 
annual meeting to partner 
with Grace Memorial Baptist 
Church in Slidell, La., which 

LEADERS OF FIRST BAPTIST Church, Lenoir City, break ground for a new building on Sep 
ceremony was held during a tent service on the site of the new building. From left are Teres. 
Rick Terry, Bobby McBride; C. E. Jackson Ill, pastor; Mike Leggett; Chris Wampler; Judy Will/a 
Bowden; and Eddy Brooks. The 90,000-square-foot facility will include a 1,600-seat wors/JJ 
70D-seat fellowship hall, and 20 classrooms. The old worship center will be converted to a ' 
ministry complex. 


