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COnvention celebrates 25 years of partnership 
Not~. T_hls 1ssue of the Baptist and ~truction, vetennary, medical, .evangel- Terry Sharp, IMB state 

hlghh,~hts 25 years of partn~r- 1sm, ~burch planting, and musical proj- and associations servic-

0. • 
miSSIOnS 

mi!:;si()ns 1n the Tennessee Baptist ects. es d ' t . Ti B . . rrec or, m ear-
ntion. In add1t1on to the following For a quarter of a century there have den fio me M' · • 

1 
• • ' , r r lSSlOns 

art1c es perta1mng to the part- been 13 official partnership projects: Mobilization G 
are placed th roughout this issue. Upper Volta (now Burkina Faso) - leader who is now ~~;:-

1980-1985 (hote: not a partneFship as ing as conference cen-
rcia Knox 
and Reflector 

OD- For 25 years, more 
1,000 Tennessee Baptist partner

~ fllllssu>ns volunteers have reached 
tuU i:l.LI._Y and locally to assist people 
tns:SlOilS projects, according to Kim 
~ave. volunteer missions specialist 

"'.a.u..""''"'"''"" Baptist Convention. 
do partnership missions?" 

IP:g:ra,re The answer is simple, 

i.rllr1ersru.p missions enables volun
to be involved in strategic min
lmll~ess~~e Baptists have gained a 
worldview, know better how to 
missio~s/mission personnel , 

···~··.-.agreater sense of lostness, not 
itOllllld the world but also in their 

we ~av~ today) . ters senior manager, 
• Michigan- 1980-2000 and Margrave. 
• VeRez.uela- 1986-1988 . . Tennessee Baptist 
• Philippines- 1989-1992 partnership missions 
• Chile- 1992-1995 has its roots in a world 
• Poland - 1995-1997 hunger response, which 
• Canada - 1995-2005 evolved into the first 
• Co~ta Rica- 1997-1999 volunteer mission proj-
-• Rio de Janeiro - 1998-2006 ect with the then 
• Portugal- 2q00-2005 Southern Baptist Con-
• Iowa - 2002-2007 vention Foreign Mis-
• Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary sion Board (now Inter-

- 2006-2010 national Mission 
• Montana- 2006-2010 Board). 

In addition to th,ese long-term efforts, When a special TBC · 
the TBC has been involved in numerous world hunger commit
shorter relationships through the North tee launched a world 
American Mission Board and the. Inter- hunger response to 
Rational Mission Board. Africa in 1978, what 

• 
- Over the years, there have been became partnership 

- ~even TBC ._partnership missions staff missions. was born. 

MISSIONARY Sharon Fairchild, center, and Wayne 
Causey, minister of music at Forest Hills F;3aptist Church, 
Nashville, pray with two new converts in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. Causey traveled w;th the Tennessee Mens Chorale 
in September of 2004 as part of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention's partnership with B,aptists in Rio. 

meeting in November that Tennessee 
would become the first state convention 

missions projects over the years and their assistants who have overseen The Baptist and R eflector reported in 
as varied as the types of the coordination of the project~ includ- 1980 that if messengers approved the 

from churches to individuals who ing TBC retirees Carroll Owen, Clarence Upper Volta recommendation at the 

to enter .into a "total impact project" in a 
foreign country as -partners with the 
FMB. 

to serve in hunger, . con- Stewart, Jarvis Hearn, and Bill Wilson; Tennessee Baptist Convention annual - See Convention, page -3 
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Operation lnasmu.ch takes embers outside church vvalls 
By Lonnie Wilkey task for the church, but it does offer an effec-
Baptist and Reflector tive way of doing an old task, namely being 

the hands and feet of God in a broken 
I' KNOXVILLE- A simple concept to get a 
church involved in missions has skyrocketed 
3.?d is now being used by churches all over 
the country. 

"Operation Inasmuch" was developed in 
1995 by Tennessee Baptist pastor David 
Crocke.,r while he was serving as pastor of 
Sn.yder Memorial Baptist Church in Fayet-· 
teville, N.C. 
· Crocker saidne talked with his staff dur

ing a retreat about how to revitalize the· 
church. "We· discussed innovative ways of 

CROCKER 

renewing the church, 
admitting to one another
that the traditional 
'revival' or series of evan
gelistic meetings would 
not likely get the job done." 

Crocker said someone 
suggested getting church 
members away from the 
church site to do ministry 
and Operation Inasmuch 

was born. The name is taken from Matthew 
25:40: ... Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
the least of the$e my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. 

"The mission of the church has nQt 
changed since the first century," Crocker 
observed. "What has changed countless 
times is the method of accomplishing that 
mission. Operation Inasmuch offers no new 

world." 
Put simply, -Opera

tion Inasmuch "is a one
day mission blitz by 
church folk in their 
community," said Crock
er, who brought the con
cept with him to Cen
tral Baptist Church, 
Fountain City, 
Knoxville, about three 
years ago. 

At Snyder Memorial, 
plans were put into 
place, a time and min
istry sites were chosEtn, 
and members enlisted 
to participate. 

Crocker estimated 
about 75 percent. of the 
church,_s average atten
dance spread out over 
the city of Fayetteville 
repairing homes, build
ing wheelchair ramps, conducting Backyard 
Bible C~ubs, and a host of other ministry 
activities. 

Operation masmuch was so energizing 
for the church that they said, "We can't stop. 
We have to k~ep doing it." 

Other churches in the Fayetteville area 
began to inquire about conducting such a 

massive missions blitz, so Crocker devel
oped a manual. 

As the popularity of Operation Inasmuch 
began to spread, Crocker 
was asked to put the 
concept into book form. 
In August Operation 
Inasmuch: Mobilizing 
Believers Beyond the 
Walls of the Church was 
released. The book also 

. contains a DVD ROM to 
use as a resource. The 
purpose of the book "is to 
share the model of min
istry that has worked 
basically in every church 
that has tried it," Crock
er said. "Operation Inas
much can be used by 
churches of any size and 
any denomination," he 
added. 

Crocker noted that 
chapters eight and nine 
in the book are a "how 
to"- on how to conduct 

the missions blitz from beginning to end. 
Since returning to Tennessee (he was for

merly pastor of Central Baptist Church, 
Johnson City before moving to Snyder 
Memorial), Central, Fountain City, has con
ducted Operation Inasmuch projects and 
has introduced it to other churches in the 
- See Operation Inasmuch, page 3 
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NASHVIi.LE Southern 
Baptist churches are less likely 
than average to offer regular 
classes in the basics of Christian
ity, the basics of their denomina
tiona). beliefs, and how to study 
the Bible, according to a recently 
released study. 

The study, aonducted among a 
representative sample of 872 
Protestant . church ministers 
nationwide, explored what types of 
classes or education churches offer 
at least once a yea.z- (not including 
sermon topics on the subject). Con
d~cted for Life Way Christian 
Resources of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the survey found the 
only type of class or education a 
majority of all Protestant churches 
offer to their congregations is a new 
member class. 

Ellison Research of Phoenix, 
Ariz., conducted the survey, which 
was published in. the 
November/December 2005 issue 
of Facts & Trends· magazine. 

• 

ch 
The average Protestant church 

offers classes or education on 4.6 
different topics in a typical year. 
However, this number is 3.5 topics 
or classes among churches with an 
average attendance of fewer than 
100 peopl~; 4.5 among churches 
with 100 to 199 people; and 7.9 
among chwches with 200 people or . 
more. 

The most common type of 
class or education churches offer 
is for new members (60 percent 
offer this at least <?nee a year). 
Following this are classes on the 
basics- of Christianity ( 4 7 per
cent), how to study the Bible (43 
percent), evangelism or outreach 
training (39 percent), spiritual 
growth or spiritual renewal (37 
percent), and effective prayer (35 
percent). 

Other relatively common types 
of education include a spiritual 
gifts inventory (31 percent), mar
riage enrichment (28 percent), 
leadership development (26 per
cent), the basics of the church's 
denominational perspectives (25 

trends 

• • I tr 
percent), and parenting or child 
development (20 percent). 

Types of education regularly 
offered by relatively few churches 
include .financial management 
(17 percent), a skills and talents 
profile (15 perc-ent), grief recovery 
(9 percent), substance abuse 
recovery (8 percent), health, 
weight loss, or exercise (7 per
cent), ministry in the workplace 
(5 percent), divorce recovery (5 
percent), and life skills (4 per
cent). Only 4 percent of all minis
ters named any other type of class 
offered by their church at least 
once a year. 

The s~ey showed that while 
Southern Baptist churches are 
somewhat less likely than ave'f
age to offer regular classes in the 
basics of Chnstianity, the basics 
of their denominational beliefs 
and how to study the Bible, they 
are more likely than average to 
.offer education on marriage 
enrichment and. evangelism or 
outreach training. 

Ron Sellers; president of Elli-

t 
son Research, noted that 
study did not include topica 1 
are the focus of a sermon eerie 
that are offered on an me.. 
basis. 

"What we measured in 
study was the issues to -t 
churches have a regular, onar 
commitment- offering thea 
least once a year," he said . -Sellers also noted -ihat 
study helps demonstrate ~ 
churches really emphasize. 

"Churches are focusias on 
basics: what is Christianity, , 
is necessacy for church mem 
ship, how to study the B 
When they go deeper, they ter 
focus on basic Christian praet 
prayer, evangelism and .......... -
growth. 

"These are all critical, 
churches alse need to rl'>t)nli 

why many people come 
their doors in the first p 
Often they're seeking rea 
answers to marriage probl 
issues at work, raising chill 
or financial worries." 0 
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veriti ' n .celebrates 25 years of partnership missions 
'u'""" from page 1 · ••• 
Davis, who chaired the 

hunger commit~e, 
"~eu to the TBC Executive Carroll .OWifen reflects on initi•d ·years Of parfnersltips 

~y M.~rcia Knox · · ·. · unteers who • 
1 

day it came a huge downpour. They had a that "We cannot tackle · 
,,,LuJ""' world, so we decided 
!OIIte place where we can 
.lT .. T•• if that place is small."· 

Baptist and Reflector · came later, J il lake," Owen said. · 

Owen Said. "Jt ' , "The most gratifying thing to' me W~S 
BRENTWOOD - Awareness of world 

missions and relationships that it built 
were two major impacts in Tennessee from 
partnerships with Baptists in the United 
States and abroad, said Carroll Owen who 

was a pioneer i)t\~1UWtlUO what the partnership did for the Africans 
work · and and the impact it had on the volunteers tfiat TBC decision to 
became one of who went," he said. 
the first of its He also observed that' Tennessee volun-

n Tno .. proposed ministry in 
Volt;a, and invited by the 
~i~s:ion through the FMB, 

~~~t:o-tive year project uti
rae manpower and FMB 

. ' 
served as convention ministries director for 

kind." teers also helped boost the spirit of mis-

relief fUnds set the 
the next 25 years. 

the Tennessee , Baptist Convention from 
1979-88. 

Owen said sionaries who worked there. Upper Volta 
they know . of had its share of spiritists and Muslims, 
51~ volunteers Owen said. "We witnessed to them by our 
who traveled works and showed our concern as Chris-
to Upper Volta tians." 

Owen traveled to Upper Volta once, 
Venezuela twice, and also made numerous 3e who have led the part

)S reflected on why Ten- trips to Michigan. Under 
Owen's supervJ.s1on, 

during . that John Mills, then the FMB area director 
first partner- for West Africa, told Owen after Ten-Baptists became 

and how volunteers 
~netitE~d from the efforts. 
.ire,nel:;s and relationships 

big impact in Ten-

Clarence Stewart joined 
· the TBC in 1986 as for-

ship. nessee's five-year involvement with the 
The TBC country ended that the number of churches 

from the partnerships," 

eign missions ministries 
consultant. 

retiree 
recalled one 
"God-thing." 
Volunteers 
were building 

CARROLL OWEN met with 
this pastor in Upper Volta in 
the early 1980s. 

. . 
in Upper Volta increased from 12 to 39, 
which was considered amazing then 
Qecause it was not an intentional church 
planting effort. TBC convention 

director from 1979-
per.sonalize~ world 

With the first two part
and it became a long 

tne1tlt for Tep.nessee." . 

OWEN 

Tennessee Baptists 
initial experiences with· 
partnerships were in 
Upper Volta and Michi-
gan. 

From 1980-85 Tennessee Baptists did a 
project for humanitarian aid in Sanwabo in 
Upper Volta: Ow~~ recalled. · 

an earthen dam to make a 53-acre lake to 
teach the people in Upper Volta fish farm
ing, he remembered. 

As. to the Michigan partnership, 
churches became involved and "developed 
emotional ties with each other," Owen 
said. 

· first partnership in 
v ...... benefited the volun
~use ~t was a 'lay.ma;n's 

in the beginning with 
5..-·n•: .. crl-n· .. a Volunteerism 

. Volunteers had to live in._primitive con
-~tions an~som~-ended up sleeping under 

They were there during the eight 
months it normally was dry in Upper Volta, 
he continued. "While the volunteers were 
digging the lake with a bulldozer they nor
mally would leave it in the hole. One night 
the team decided to take it out and the next 

During the partnership the number of 
churches in Michigan grew from 100 in 
1980 to about 400, Owen said. 

. "Eve~ church in Michigan was either 
st~d or helped by the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention," Owen said. 0 

· a:-tree, he noted. 'f1he first volunteers who 
~e~t to Upper Vol~a built facilities for vol-. . 

~dclltlon, we .were doing medical teams, and meeting 
associations in Ten- physical and spiritual needs. 

~" ....... -..u were assigne4 to Tea~hing and training teams 
.. ~~gej~tiQ.~· W, -r lpot~.ased the development and 

t ·.::;::-,~...J QWep; "The ~Bo~· "'~ening of leadership in 
}3'0'~iil/ ... estilh- ·· the"' ehurches." 

""':- ~ ..... 'l ... • • 

.Mic~ruJ~a :Qarlnership Stewart reported 13,000 pro-
was a· 20 y;~~ P.art;- fessioos of faith and many other . ' ~' ,.. - -.,.. ., 

ltfb~ll'C1les· got mvol~~q." • de:-ci$ron.s. "The Venezuelan part-
~d- .e.mo_tional -tieg,' ~. nersl}ip impacted lives on every 

.. :(... "" . -. 
otJ:teJ.::.,_ . ; ~ · '> · :. . ·. '. ,... l~v~l~ : At leas.t 10 volunteers 

to' . 9\y~n; . Elv:ery_ lat~r .·committed to become 
Michl~ - was · either: . car:eet missionaries. Also 50 

or ·.helped by ... the Ten- · Vene~_elans came to Tennessee 
~a]ptJj:;t Conveption. "We' te l'ead in ev~elistic crusades," 
idea how-many volun- he said. . . - -· 

to Michigan, because _ The Philippine partnership 
• • 

did not ·-funnel projects· included evangelism, 
our office," Owen added. ~ pr~gr~¥1 retreats, medical 
iasm gtew from. direct te~s, health care instru~tor~ 

~ wi1lli churches in Michi.:-: cooks,- construction workers, 
~ .chtirch-· plantjng, and music 

"Venezuela and Ten- in"Structiori, he~recalled. 
' Baptists . United for - · Ste-wart observed the part-

l;.m!'tncers:hip' God's ,~d- ,: · .persbi'Q with Philippines "was 
eVident 1c ·~ll tb.at~":J:i~. ·· ~~qui,te'')pccessful, but it was· an 

~snett, sai<} Stewait, who·.'' -actltj~t~ent for our volu.nteers, 
th~ TBC .P~ez:ship becaus~ of the greater travel. 

- ' ' \.\ \ o P'"IT f" • - • * 

dir:eetor. from · ~988f time·and the widespreadpover
. .. . ·-· . .. - . ~ ~ -ty in t he country. However, 550 

.... ..... . - " 
e' wete 1,30!i vQlu.D,tee:Ps ·- volunteers who served there 

.. ... .. l'l 

eyang~li~ti~ ' service~, - adjusted well and had reward
. churches,. . S~rving' 0D ing -experienCElS. Thousands 

-· 
· -Results-of .TBC Partnerships . 

leport~d by;lnternatioiJal Missiof! Board -

• 

. ... - - -

' 

' -~ . 

39.4% 

13.7% 

8-.0% 

came to know Christ through 
their ministry." 

"With regard to growth num
bers in Chile, I can say after 
some 10 years later there were a 
goodly number of professions ·of 
faith," said He~, who served 
as TBC partnership and 
telecommunications director 
from 1992-1994. 

"Much of our work in Chile 
was like the other projects 
before us in that we had teams 
going down to do building and 
repair projects in the country," 
added Hearn. "Repair work ~as 
also done on churches and a par
sonage. We also had sports 
teams go to work With young 
people in the development of 
basketball skills." 

Hearn observed that Ten
nessee missions groups worked 
from one end of Chile to the other 
en:d. There were several hub.dred 
volunteers who served and· min-,' . 

istered there, he reflected. 
"Partnership missions is one 

of the greatest things Southern 
Baptists can do," said Bill Wil
son, who served as TBC conven
tion Drinistries director from 
1990-97. 

''It impacted my life to see 
what God was doing with part
nership missions, the TBC staff, 
the SBC missionaries, and that 
the work was appreciated by the 
state convention. I was excited 
to see what God was doing there 
in the partnership countries." 

"God used · Tennessee to 
impact the partnership coun
tries, because of the Tennessee 
volunteers," said Sharp, who 
served as TBC pattn~shlp/vol
unteer missions specialist from 
1994-2.001: 

"We ean trace a significant 
iii:lpact in the partnership coun
tries today, because voluntee~· 

made mission trips and gave ' a Mobilization Group leader, -split 
face to missions. Tennessee, pio- the partnership responsibilities 
neer ed partnership missiqns: with Margrave who did the day
Lives were impacted- a~"ihmi~~:-' to-day operations while he 
and abroad." . . f ··..r·;~: worked on the partnership agree-

In analyiling the partne~:·r ments, training events, and orien
ships that Sharp experienced, ... tations. 

• 
he saw them in various stages of Margrave had already as-
development. "Rio de Janeiro, sumed some of the partnership 
Brazil, had been reseeded by the responsibilities in 1999. She has 
IMB missionaries and was in coordinated the·projects for Ten
the harvesting- and reaping nessee since 1997 -present and 
stages when Tennesseans Iowa from 2002 which runs until 
arrived. Poland and Canada 2007. She has . been involved 
were on the forefronts of part- with projects in Rio since 1998 
nerships with Tennessee. Costa and is also working with the 
Rica was a complimentary part- projects at the Canadian South
nership." ern Baptist Seminary from 

When Sharp joined the 1MB in 2006-2010 and Montana from 
2001, Tim Bearden, Missions 2006-2010. 0 

Operation Inasmuch takes ••• 
- Cor'ltin\Jed from page 1 related program in the state to 
city as wei~. garner that distinction. 

The most recent was held last Crocker is passionate about· 
month in cooperation with five the program because he "knows 
·other churches and involved 766 it works," but even he has been 
volunteers who conducted about surprised at how other churches 
50 ministry projects, Crocker have embraced the concept. 
said. "We did a specific thing at a 

In addition, three other large specific time to respond to the 
churches in t~e city did stand needs of that church and com
alone Operation Inasmuch proj- munity," Crocker recalled. "We 
ects and had about 1,000 volun- had no clue it would become 
teers each, he added. what it has become. 

Crocker observed that many "Over time it became appar-
churches are using Operation ent that God had something 
Inasmuch as a tool for Rick War- greater- in mind for it," he said. 
ren's 40 Days of Community, his The book is published by 
follow-up book to 40 Days of Lake Hickory Resources of St. 
Purpose. - Louis, Mo. Crocker said it will be 

The value of Operation In~,:- marketed in bookstores and also 
much also has caught the eye ~· can be purchased from the web 
government officials. . ·. ··:- · site - www.lakehickoryre-

In 1998 the North ·Carolina: ~ sources.co.m - or from Crocker 
Governor's Summit on AmeJ:ti.- " directly. 
ca's Promise and Volunteerism : Crocker also is available to 
named Operation Inasmud( as· · answer questions from church 
one of eight "exemplary jln>:. _ leaders and can be contacted at 
grams." It was the only church-- · www.operationinasmuch.com. 0 

- . 
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Former directors, volunteers reflect on partnership missi 
Editor's note: The following 

personal testimonies are a compi
lation of just a few of the £iterally 
thousands of people who have 
been involved in partnership mis
sions with the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention since 1980. 

Have to be flexible 
"One year I went to Puerto 

Montt, Chile, to do some video 
work in preparation for promot
ing the Tennessee/Chile part
nership. 

"After I arrived I was told I 
would be 
preaching 
every evemng 
at the First 
Baptist 
Church' of 
Puerto Montt 
in a revival. 

"I had 
brought just 
one message 

HEARN 

with me to the city thinking that 
I might be asked to speak some 
place while there doing the tap
ing. The church had 40 mem
bers, but it was filled every 
evening with people from 
around the city. 

"God blessed our efforts and 
there were 21 professions of 
faith and some 25 rededications 
during the five nights." 

Jarvis Hearn 
TBC partne:.:ship & 

telecommunications director 
1992-94 

' Highlight 
"The highlight of my tenure 

was to see partnership volun
teers come to a deeper spiritual 
commitments through sharing 
the message of salvation, and 
the great number of people who 
received the gospel as a result of 
the volunteers witnessing. 

"God's guidance was evident 
in all that was accomplished in 
the Venezuela and Tennessee 
partnership. In Venezuela we 
had 1,305 volunteers. There 
were 13,000 
professions of 
faith and 200 
other deci
sions. Out of 
many volun
teers, '10~ com
mitted to 
become career 
missionaries. STEWART 

"The Vene-
zuela partnershi{> impacted my 
life because of the Venezuelans' 
receptiveness. 

"The partnership with the 
Philippines was quite success
ful , but it was an adjustment for 
our volunteers because of the 
greater travel time and the 
widespread poverty in the coun
try. However, the 550 volunteers 
who served there adjusted well 
and had rewarding experiences. 
Thousands came to know Ghrist 
through their ministry." 

Clarence Stewart 
TBC partnership 
missions director 

1988-92 

Life-changing 
"My expenences with part-

nershiplvolunteer missions have 
been life changing. 

"Where I once walked out the 
door of my home into a commu
nity, I now walk out into a great 
big world that has come to my 
doorstep. 

"Volunteer mission trip expe
riences have allowed me to see 
the world through God's eyes 
and not through my clouded 
vision. It has deepened my faith 
and my dependence on God, and 
has given me an urgency to 
share the good news of Jesus 
Christ. Working with missionar
ies has given me a glimpse of the 
real sacrifices people make. 

"As a professor at Belmont, I 
began to teach my health class
es from a worldview and broad
en the students' thinking. I 
have shared mission 'experi-· 
ences 'in the classroom by often 
showing video of these trips of 
the needs of people around the 
world. I began to require more 
service learning, a more hands-

. on .reaching out to the commu
nity.· 

''I have learned things from 
these missions experiences that 
I could not learn from sitting in 
the church pew or Sunday 
'School classroom. God's Word 
has become so much more than 
memorized Scripture. The Great 
Commission has be~me my per
sonal command. I have personal
ized Matthew 28:19-20 in my 
Bible by writing: ',Go, Betty, and 
tell!'" 

A 
By James Porch 
Executive Directorrrreasurer 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 

As the Tennessee Baptist Convention, dur
ing annual session in Johnson City in 1980, 
acted to begin partnership missions, no mes
senger could even imagine the 
xqagnitude .of the venture -
now over 25 years in the 
process. • 

Only our Heavenly Father 
fully knows the scope of 
impact of thousands of Bap
tists from the Volunteer State 
whose energy, witness, and PORCH 
work have reached literally 
around the world. 

AB we gather to celebrate, may we thank 
God fop leading us as a state convention to 
main:tajning and increasing this witness 
~g,tt. 

··Father, we celebrate all of the chmclles 

who connected personally to the world 1 

sion effort by moving beyond sending aad 
ing and began going that others may 
Jesus in them. 

Father, we celehrate the joy experiencae 
volunteers who saw lives changed u t 
bore their witness to your saving grace. 

Father, we celebrate the untold tllblal 
of hours and days of hard wor~ as 
builders labored to make meeting 9d 
ship places ready for believers. 

Father, we celebrate the great sacrificE 
money, time, and energy by willing Tenne 
Baptists who responded to your call tc) 
many not knowing exactly why. 

Father, we celebrate the persons who' 1 

for a short mission season only to hear • 
voice beckoning them to give the rest of i 
lives in vocational missions. 

Father, we celebrate much of which WE 

unaware, but known to you; and besides, 
Js more important than all we know. 

Amen! 0 

that every church is a world 
missions strategy center. .. 

"Mission . trips have consis-
tently helped our members 
mature in the faith. As we have 
left our comfort zones, our faith 
has been stretched. We have 
returned home more committed 
~ fulfiJ1ing the Great Commis
sion in our community." 

100 volunteer mission projects. 
Whether it was serving as help
-ing the. needy of my local commu
nity, leading or participating in 
regional, national, and interna
tional mission trips, or benefiting 
from · 1MB vol..unteer mission 

efforts as a career ~ ..... 
partnership/volunteer mi 
flows through my veins." 

Dale LeO 
director of m1 

Maury Baptist Assoc 
Col 

Joe Sor_ah, pastor 
Calvary, Baptist Church 

Elizabethton 
I ' 

Betty Wiseman -c.J 
Belmont University profess9r 

Helps to refocus 
"God used that first mission 

'trip to help 
turn our 
church's focus 
from inward to 
outward. 

"When we 
participated in 
our first mis
sion trip to 

SORAH Michigan in 
1993, we were 

a small church averaging less 
than 95 in Sunday School. 

"The first Michigan trip was 
a result of our initial Experienc
ing God study group's embrac- · 
mg Henry Bla~kaby's concept 

Seen God iit'Work 
"I , have seen God work 

throl.Jgh missions. 
"I am convinced when we join 

Him in such! endeavors that He 
applies special grace to our 
efforts bless
ing the recipi
ents ~d par
ticipants the 
same. 

"I would 
e nco ura.ge 
anyone who 
has never par- . 
ticipated to LEDBETTER 
give it try. 

"Missions is 'caught and not 
ta"Qght.' Once you catch 'it,' there 

' . 
is :no cure. 

"I have been involved in over 

BETTY WISEMAN, center, a professor and former basketball 
coach at Belmont University, is flanked by one of the many sports 
evangelism teams she has led over the years. This group went to 
Poland in 1997. 

JAMES PORCH, center, executive director-treasurer of th 
nessee Baptist Convention, was given a Portugal flag by It 
tiona/ Mission Board missionaries in 1998. With him are : 
TBC staff members and leadership from the convention 
time. From left are Terry Sharp; missionary Steve Ford; 
Sager, then president of the TBC; Porch; missionary Steve 
Tim Bearden; and Michael Smith, then president of the TBC. 
utive Board .. 

MEDICAL MISSIONS has been a vital element of most 
seas partnerships. Here, Dewey Dunn, a physician from 
mont Baptist Church, Nashville, works In a clinic in the 
in 1991. Dunn has organized hundreds of medical 
international medical mission trips. 
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rtn,.rs6ips . ltave enltanced J'BC for .25 yelirs 
· No one ean dispute the venturing out of individual com- see each other. 

.. 
ctaons 

onnie Wil.key, editor 

• 
,ttners.hlp missiops, volun-

· ~IS!UOils -whatever term 
lbol;e to use doesn't matter. 

does matter is that 
partnership missions, 

ssee Baptists have helped 
Baptist work in other 

... c::u..•u around .the world. 
1fne~ss1~e Baptists also have 

major roles in helping to 
Jesus Christ to people 
not have heard abouf 

did one know in 1980 
group of Tennessee Bap

to Upper Volta 
!fW"'Jill:La Faso) for a project 

then SBC Foreign :MJs
that they were start

~en1tw:e that would lead to 
of partnerships with 

conventions overseas. 
the TBC actually pio

whaf eventually became 
rtn~er§.blp concept for the 

Baptist Convention. 

-

results. T~nnessee Baptists have fort zones to share the good "The pastor just smiled, 
made a difference over tJ:te past news of Jesus Christ. shook his head wisely, and said, 
2.5 years and .no doubt will con- I summarized my first over- 'I'll see you in Heaven.' 
tinue t? do so m the years ahead. seas missions trip with these "That's what missions is 

I will never forget my first words: "Something I overheard ·about." . 
t~te of Tennessee partn.erships. summed up the trip for me. As True then, true today. Part
! had the opp~rtl:l.IUty ~d bless- we were leaving one of the clinic nership . missions has· helped 
mg to travel With .a medical team sites, a volunteer told a local Fil- Tennessee Baptists keep focused 
l~d.by ~ewey Dunn to the Philip- ipino pastor that would proba- on what really matters. May 
pme~ m 199~. _It was an eye- bly be the last time they would that always hold true. 0 
openmg expenence for a country 
boy from rural South Carolina. 

When I returned home, I 
wrote, "For the first time in my 
life, missions has become real. 
Though I have written numer
ous stories and interviewed 
many missionaries, nothing 
c~mpares with actually being on 
the field and witnessing things 
for you~self. And, after two 
weeks in a Third Worl<l country, 
I also see the world in a differ
ent light. -The real world is not a 
nice home, two cars, and color 
television. The world is the 
stark reality that millions of 
people live in absolute poverty.'' 

Those words written 14 years 
ago are still true today. Partner
ship missions has given 'thou
sands of T~nnessee Baptists 'the 
joy and fulfiJlment that one gets 
from being obedient to God and 

Focusing on healthy churches 
This issue of the Baptist and Reflector introduces our readers to 

a new feature in the paper - "Church Health Matters." 
"Church Health Matters" will become a weekly feature of the 

paper. Two pages each issue will focus on various aspects of church 
health. A different element of church health will be highlighted each 
~eek. These pages will replace the information previol,lsly supplied 
m "Green Light," "Men's Ministries Newsletter," and "Tennessee Vol
unteer Missions Network Update." What's more "Church Health 

' -Matters" will provide even inore timely and appropriate information 
to help build strong, healthy churches in Tennessee. 

• • 
As the.B&R begins this new feature, I encourage chur~hes to con-

sider sending the paper to more and more of their church members. 
The staff of the pa,per is committed to telling the story of Ten

nessee Baptists and we wholeheartedly support the concept of 
healthy churches. We want to play a key role in providing informa
tion that will make a difference in our state and in our churches. 

We appreciate the churches that send the paper to either their 
entire membership or a portion of it and we invite other churche~ to 
join "our family of subscribers." Fo:v more information about our sub
scription plans, including our newsletter editions, call Susie Edwards 
at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 2003 or (615) 371-2003. 0- Lonnie Wilkey 

ovving when it's time to transfer _the mantle 
both 
of 
lpdt 
nnie Godwin 

write these words, I'm 
back from the pulpit 

pew side during wor
--=-- It's time to pass 

:!-1.'-Jlt: of being an interim 
the one coming to be 

shepherd. It's a 
and a sad time but an 

tl time in God's design 

uca" it means to 
wear a mantle 

dictionary, a mantle is 
~roc1se. sleeveless cloak or 

over other clothes. 
a mantle symbol

~;h(~rit;v or responsibility. 
Tish:bite, more or less 

Lt of nowhere and left in 
~d. He was a man of .. 
th prophetic authority 
ponsibility. After Elijah 
npleted God's assign
od directed him tO pass 
lhetJ.c mantle to Elisha. 
ole story is fascinating 
a,.n Kings). 
"m primarily interested 
transferring of Elijah's 
;o Elisha and what hap
luring and after that 
tee. Elija4's ministry 
1d and one that glorified 
wever, it was relatively 
ompared to that of 
which lasted over half a 
Both Elijah and Elisha 
td's prophets, but they 
ear the same mantle at 
e time. God took Elijah 

and replaced him with Elisha. 
When it:s time to 

transfer the mantle 
The time to transfer the man

tle comes when God guides a 
church to receive a new Holy 
Spirit-appointed pastor. So, 
actually, -God does the transfer
ring of the mantle. I wouldn't 
quibble over terms, but I prefer 
to say that I_ have- not been an 
intentional or an accidental 
interim pastor but a providen
tial one. Now, it's ti.m:e for me to 
go and for another to come. 
Eventually, the same is true of 
each pastor, whether an interim 
is involved in -the trarisfer of the 
mantle or not. 

When -Elijah trapsferred the 
mantle to Elisha, the school of 
prophets and others accepted 
that transfer and accepted 
Elisha (U Kings 2:15). But they 
also wanted what they could n.ot 
have: namely, they wanted Eli
jah back too (II Kings 2:16-18). 
Elijah's time was over; it was 
Elisha's time to lead; and he did. 

The people in a church need 
to let go of the former pastor and 
the interim pastor and follow the 
new pastor. As in death, the sep
aration brings a change of prox
imity, but it does not end a loving 
relationship between a church 
and a former pastor. It's good to 
visit the past and celebrate it, 
but it's not good to live there. It's 
over; and it's time to get on with 
the present and the future. 

Why I feel goQd 
·about the transfer 

I'm delighted with what I 
believe God will do with the new 
pastor and his new people. I 
leave without regret and feel 
good about going. How could I 
feel this way when I and wife 

Phyllis are loved, and we love 
the people we are leaving? 

First, because' it seems to be 
God's will, which is always good. 
Second, because we've been 
blessed more than w:e could 
bless the people. Our ministry 
has b~en partial and mostly 
preaching. You see, we've had 
otl;ter ministries too and haven't 
been able to give full 'time. The 
new pastor will be available 24/7 
and will both glorify God and 
nourish the sheep. 

As the end of this interim 
neared, I enjoyed hearing a 
member say, "When you ~e, 
we were in shambles; now we're 
together. Thank you." No, my 
head is not swelled, and I know 
my feet are made of clay. I'm 
truly humbled by the way the 
church has expressed great love 
and appreciation for Phyllis and 
me. I'm even more grateful, how
ever, for any and all of the ways 
God may have used us in this 
church for His glory. It's 
·supremely about Him (and also 
about His love and will for all of 
us). The interim has been great. 

But it's time to go. I'll proba
bly keep popping up from time 
to time as did Elijah. But 
appearances will nevei" be to 
take back the mantle from 
Elisha. It will only be tQ support 
the new Elisha and visit the 
church in worship of God and 
fellowship with one another. 

A word about 
former pastors 

Whether former pastors 
se!"e for a long time or a sborl 
time, they t.end to get better in a 
church's mind after they're 
gone. Once, when I was a .real 
pastor, one of the deacons was a 
thorn in my flesh (which was an 

exception to most of the dea
cons). After my pastorate there, 
I came back several years later 
to speak at a church anniver-

.. sary. That same deacon met me 
and told how I had been the 
greatest thing in .that church 
since sliced bread - so to speak . . 
I wasn't that good back then~ 
and I hadn't gotten better. Psy
chologists might say the deacon 
had confabulated: namely, he 
remembered what never was. 

I suppose most of us tend tO 
confabulate when time dims or 
so:Rens the hard memories and 
leaves joyful ones - or replaces 
them with good ones that never 
happened. Such memories are 
probably . all right · unless they 
detract from the new "Elisha" 
and his current ministry as pas
tor. Which leads me to say a word 
for churches and new pastors. 

A word for churches and 
new pastors 

Let the honeymoon begin. 
Get to know each other without 
focusing too much on the past or 
too much on problems to be 
dealt With in the future. Consid
er reading and adopting a pas
tor-church mission statement 
that matches truths like those 
stated in· Ephesians and else
where in the New Testament. 
·What are they? Here are e-xam
ples: glorify God, testify to the 
spiritually dead how to be made 
spiritually alive, serve in unity, 
build a foundation under one 
anQther; gladly follow God in 
Christ by being a servant-pastor 
and a faithful church. 

To God be the glory! 0 -
Copyright 2005 by Johnnie C. 
Godwin, who welcomes com
ments from either side of the pulpit 
via johnniegodwin @comcast.net. 

tl word 
from <'tu:r 
president 

By Ro~er Freeeman 

Welcome to 
Clarksville! 

What do Wilma Rudolph 
and Mason Rudolph have in 
common? They are both from 
Clcrrksville! Wilma Rudolph 
won three gold medals in track 
and field in the 1960 Rome 
Olympics. Wilma Rudolph 
Boulevard is a main highway 
through Clarksville. Mason 
Rudolph was a world class 
PGA golfer who finished sec
ond in the 1975 Masters to 
Jack Nicklaus when the Gold-
en Bear set a Masters' record 
of 17 under par. 

Clarksville is the home of 
Wilma Rudolph, Mason 
Rudolph, the 101st Airborne, 
135,000 citizens, and many 
wonderful Baptist churches. 

Our great city welcomes 
Tennessee Baptists to our 2005 
State Convention. Only one 
other time in the past 100 
years have Tennessee Baptists 
met in Clarksville. After nearly 
a century, the Baptist Church
es of Clarksville say, "WEL
COME, TENNESSEE BAP
TISTS!" 

God has placed on my heart 
one small phrase 'of a Bible 
verse as our pre-convention 
challenge: Be Courteous, (I 
Peter 3:8). Courtesy is humility 
and Holy Spirit love put in 
action. Courtesy is thinking 
and praying before speaking. 
Courtesy is Christ-likeness 
toward others. Courtesy is 
thinking of the other person 
first. 

"Be courteous" . when you 
check into the motel and greet 
the desk clerk. "Be courteous" 
when the server asks for your 
order in the restaurant. ''Be 
courteous" when you are look
ing for a parking place in 
downtown Clarksville. "Be· 
courteous" when making a 
motion ~r speaking to an issue 
on the floor of the Convention. 
"Be courteous" should your 
point of view not prevail on a 
certain issue. "Be courteous" to 
fellow Baptists and to every 
one you meet in Clarksville. 

Jesus Christ is our Savior, 
Lord, and example. Jesus 
always thought of others even 
when He went to Calvary's 
cross. Let us be like Jesus at 
our .Convention. "Be courte
ous." 

Thank you, Tennessee Bap
tists, for the privilege and 
great honor to serve as your 
President this past year. You 
have been a blessing to my 
life. 0 - Freeman is president 
of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention and pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Clarksville . 
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Additional reflections offered on· TBC partnership mission 
Edtior's note: The following 

personal testimonies are a compi
lation of just a few of the literally 
thousands of people who have 
been involved in partnershit> mis
sions with the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention since 1980. 

God used Tennesseans 
"God used Tennessee to 

impact the partnership coun
tries because of the Tennessee 
volunteers. We can trace a sig
nificant impact in the partner
ship countries today because 
volunteers made missions trips 
and gave a face to missions. 

"Tennessee pioneered part
nership mis
siOns. Lives 
were impacted 
at home and 
abroad. 

"The high
light of my 
tenure was 
Prince Ed-
ward Island, SHARP 
because Cana-
da is a big place and all their 
ministries were affected. PEI 
was a whole city. It was a church 
plant that affected all the Mar
itime Provinces. Community 
Church with pastor Wallace Jor
dan was the inother church for 
PEI growth in churches. . 

"Canada developed a strate
gy. The turning point for the vol
unteers came because ' it was 
more than economic construc
tion teams. The idea was to 
build churches here to become 
partners there. Interim pastors 
from Tennessee came to help out 
their churches. Also there was 
already the sister church project 

in Michigan which enabled 
Canada to match churches as 
partners. 

"The mission trips that 
impacted my life were the Rio 
crusades because it was a joint 
venture between Tennessee 
with the Carioca Baptist Con
vention in Rio. 

"It was definitely a 'God 
thing' in pulling this partner
ship off between Tennessee and 
Brazilian Baptists, and there 
was a revival." 

Terry Sharp 
International Mission Board, 

TBC partnership/volunteer 
missi'ons specialist, 1994-2001 

Trips have been special 
"One of the highlights of my 

ministry has been my irivolve
ment in volunteer mission~ 
overseas. 

"These tri.ps have been ·very 

God is doing in the kingdom 
work normally runs open throt
tle. But I confess that my visits 
to fellow Baptists in other states 
and interna
tional coun
tries including 
Honduras, Las 
Vegas, Mon
tana; or New 
York City 
pushes the 
throttle a little 
more. The TAYLOR 
Father is doing 
some_ great work around the 
wo~ld." 

''The commitment of our mis
sionaries and national pastors is 
a 'challenge to my own walk of 
faith." 
Phil Taylor, director of missions 

Bradley County Baptist 
Association, Cleveland 

special in my life and ministry. Trip changed my life 
"God has taught me some "For two months before I and 

things that I a deacon in my church went (to 
will never get Upper Volta in 1982), we. went 
away from two or three days a week tp-push 
learning. . I garbage and learn to operate a 
have learned bulldozer from Millard Rogers, 
what the word the stepfather of one of our 
fl ex i b i lit y. White Hall Baptist Church 
means. Thanks (Trenton) youth Greg McFad-
for giving me den, who later became the pas-
the opportunity DAVIS tor. of First Baptist Church of 
to serve through- . Humboldt. Millard was not a 
Partnership/Volunteer Missions." church going man but he was 

Roy Davis, director of missions very curious about why we 
Cumberland Plateau Baptist wanted to operate a dozer and 

Association, Crossville why we wanted to go to Africa. 
\3 We had several opportunities to 

Excitement is full throttle . tell Millard our story.-
"! never go on .a -mission trip -"The time finally came and 

that my life is not changed. we were off to Africa for our one-
- ' 

"My excitement about what month project. While we were 

Have you been to 

your Tennessee Baptist 

Conference Centers lately? 

• 

www.carsonsprings.org 
www.lindenvalley.org --andli nden Valley 

BAPTIST CONFERENCE CENTERS . 
carsoospnnm; Lsn.7()(.S336 • UndenYalley 1.877.354.6336 

there, we did indeed operate the 
dozer, tractors, and dump truck 
every day. One of the projects 
was to construct an earthen 
dam· for a water catchments 
pond. -

"What I saw and experienced 
that month changed my life. I 
have never been the same. I saw 
things and I ezperienced things 
that changed my heart and gave 
me a new perspective as a hus
band, father, ana pastor ! Robert 
and_ I came home and began to 
t ell our stories and Millard 
became a believer too. • 

"After that 1982 volunteer 
trip to Upper Volta, I volun
teered for mission service in 
other international countries. In 
1993-1999 my wife Kathy and I 
served as long term IMB mis
sionaries to Eastern Europe. I 
also worked as the missio:q 
administrator for the Central 
Europe Mission including Roma-

nia, Hungnry. Slova~ 
Czech Republic. and Polan 

"In June 1999 I bePea 
director of missions for tb 
son Baptist 
Association. 
Since 1999-
2005,, we have 
taken 22 vol
unteer teams 
to work m 
Romania. 

"Over the 
years I have 
asked, 'Why are 
we so blessed in America? 
answer came to me in a 
that says, 1b whom m 
given, much is requi1 
believe that God has hies 
The way He has blessed u I 
a purpose so that His Ia 
~e known by the world." 

• 

MikeK 
director of missions, 

Baptist Association, 1 

for Church yput~Choirs 

HOW YOUTH PROJECT WORKS 
Music Minister, Youth Choir Director, or Youth Minister 

You order the music, g~ yotJr students registered to come 
Youth Project, r:nake your: hotel reservations and begin 

' preparing the music. Singers should arrive with at least a 
idea of how the music..g.oes and which pa_rt they will 

COST: $30 per person (Includes 2 meals, long-sleeve 
~ · . lnd Worship Sing~Thru CD) 

For online-freglstration, schedule, information 
and printable p'tomotion poster 

s• www.tnworshipandmusic.org 
QUESTIONS? Call us at 1.800.558.2090, ext 7908, 

or e-mail chanson@tnbaptist.org. 

~ 

' 
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T 0 LEARN, T 0 LIVE, T 0 LOVE 

:Newman provides a rich context 

to share my international journey, 

~~~;J'idflen!~e students to reach for God in 

3cter and in study, and to nurture the 

.lijtb that the unexamined and undisci-· 

life is not worth living. 

. or. David Crutchley 
Professor of Religion 

Interim Pastor 
Smithwood Baptist, Knoxville 

• 

• 

eternally grateful for Carson-Newman's 

;pmtual and educational impact on. ~y 
sons. As a parent and as a pastor, I com

the College for its dedication to main

its Tennessee Baptist roots. 

Dr. Mike Boyd 
SeniQr Pastor 

Wallace Memorial Baptist Chme'R 
KnoX¥ilf-e 

ld'la've met C-N ~iends and fellow 
·in Brazil. Russia and Poland, 

<ill over the world. We are all 
our Carson-Newman heri

c-ould not have chosen a 
~~onnr1ent in which to leam, 

ministry of the Church 
1fCp~re us to love God's 

Mike Bundon 
Minister of Music 

Baptist Church, Knoxville 
C-N Class of 1975 

• 

Jefferson City, Tennessee 
www.cn.edu 

• + • 

Christianity is fdith full of verbs; words 
like love, touch, give, share, listen. pray, 
and go. Thank you, Carson-Newman 
College. for an excellent liberal arts 
education. but more importantly, for 
professors and staff who exempliped the 
verbs of faith in their relationships with 
me. My place of service today as an 
Associational Missionary is aiDrmed by 
your investment in my life . 

Christian faith and Baptist heritage are 
very important to me. Carson-Newman 
College was fundamental in helping me 
understand both. In my prior Nc1val 
C:clreer and now in the prc1ctice of bw, 
the strong fundamental education I re
ceived at Carson-Newman hc1s gwen me 
and my fc1mily the Pf-<?per focus as we 
trc1veled throughout the world c1nd then 
returned fo s~le In East Tennessee. 

Richard T. wanace 
Attorney 
C-N Classrof i-968 

At Carson-Newman, I am serv
ing alc:mgside others who are try· 

ing to shine like stars in the uni · 
verse (Philippians 2.:6). Through 
Appalachian Outreach and 
Baptist Cellegiate Ministries the 
opportunifres to put my head 
knowledge and heart knowledge 
iAto actioo are jnnumerable. 

Kara Bl\nke.nship 
Senior ' 
Religion Major 

, 
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The Gift New Testament 
is the perfect tool for witnessing 
and follow-up with new believers .. 
This paperback, pocket-s~zed 
edition includes: 
• The easy-to-read and understand 
Holman CSB® text. 

• Daily devotions for the first thirty days 
of Christian living 

• The top ten truths of the Bible 
• Quotes from famous Christian authors -
and leaders 

• The FAITH plan of salvation 

You need to have this re-
source in your church and 
give them away! 

-Dr. Bobby Welch 

• 

• Perfect to give away on mission trips around the world or around 
• 

the corner 
-

• The Holman CSB® text is easy for non-believers and new believers to read 
and understand 

• Thirty days of devotions encourage new bel'ievers to remain grounded in 
daily Bible reading 

• Top ten Bible truths introduce basic doctrine 

• In-text s~udy notes and quotes from 
Christian leaders 

• Includes the FAITH plan of salvation for 
witnessin~ 

· Over 40,000 copies given away at 2005 
Crossover Nashville 

ISBN: 1-58640-271-4 
Regular Retail Price- $2 49 

/r\ v 
Available now at Life Way Christian 
Stores with three ways to shqp: 

HBOI 
1. At any of their 1241ocations 

www.HolmanBibleOutreach.org 
2. Call toll free 1-800-233-1123 
3. Order online at www.LifeWaystores.com 

• 

-.~-------------------------------------~------------~------------~----------------~ 
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n1pbell County Baptists respond to school shootings 
:al't!t~ Knox chest is Jimmy Pierce, 56, who opened its doors to the commu- lette, have also opened their... offering bearer at First Church, 

and Reflector is currently recovering listed in nity. Hillcrest Church pastor 'doors for prayer and discus:- LaFollette. His wife Elda Kate 
-- · serious, but ~tical condition at · Chris Thomas opened the sions. Two churches- held can- also is active in the church. The 

Campbell University of Tennessee Med- church for counseling, people dlelight services and prayer couple has one daughter, Holly, 
1r..•-vBaptistAssociation and ical Center, Knoxville. He is a who want to · talk, and for vigils Nov. 8." a student at the University of 
churches are responding member- of First Baptist praye}j. Otb.er churches in the Petree considers Pierce a Tenilessee. 

open crisis intervention Church, LaFollette. area, New HoJjizon Baptist good friend and went to school - Petree is asking for prayers 
~neJtlu15 and prayer session.s The principal who ~as shot Church and lndiana ;Avenue with rum in the community. for the victims and the commu-
,, ... -- community, which. wa~ in the abdomen is also listed in Baptist Church, both in LaFol- Pierce serves as a greeter and nity. 0 
~~te,red Nov. 8 by a lon.e stu- serious, but stable condition at 

allegedly killing an assis- the Knoxville hospital is Gary 
p!jncipal and seriously Seale, a member of the LaFol-

1~u~6 two others on staff at lette Church of God. Another 
.uwu high school. assistant principal Ken Bruce 
ampbell County Associa- who was also shot in the chest 
director of missions Glen later died at a LaFollette Hos

is currently involved in pital. He was !3- member of a 
the emergency first local Catholic church. 

to the shooting, at "State mental health coun-
uu1co.u County Comprehen- selors were avirilable Nov. 9 at 

High School, JacksborQ, LaFollette Middle School and 
offers of crisis interven- Jacksboro Middle School for 

· the CISM (Critical anyone who wanted to talk," 
Stress Management) said Petree. 
Petree is a train.ed 'The State CISM team, which 

interventionist an.<il alse I work with in the area, has 
as the chapl~ for the offexe(il to do a debriefing for the 

emergency medical tech- high school students and teach

Campbell met 
};asso,cia"•v•u.cu. pastors and 

miilisters to schedule a 
prayer and 

service which 
Nov: 13, at the LaFol-

~t1, .... r-., of God. 
reported at least 

L~" .... '" churches in the 
have opened their 
community to help 

ir~IJVer from the tragedy. 
assistant princi

~tbl:t.t was wounded in the 

ers and the Campbell County 
School System Central Office. 

'We have six trained leaders 
in school crisis counseling on 
the local CISM team. We are 
also available to all first 

- -
responders which includes the 
EMTs and other · emergency 
personnel. " 

Petree has already had one 
referral from the local office of 
emergency management. 

"Hillcrest Baptist Chu:rch, 
LaFollette, which actually over
looks the h igh school, has 

. -

son reflects on partnershi'ps 
and Reflector 

- "Partner
n ._.u.u;,.,, .. v._ • ., is one of the great

things Southern Baptists 
o," according to Bill Wilson, 
served as the TBC Conven-
Ministries director from 

-97. 
impacted my life to see 

God was doing with part-
mis

theTBC 
the SBC 
onaries, 

• ~>unt the 
was 

f!aCI~!ted by 
1tate con

I was 
ad to see 

God was 
WILSON 

· there in the partnership 
:ries." 
1der Wilson's supervision, 
:nee Stewart and Jarvis 
a. worked with the partner

as partnership missions 
:or and partnership mis-

and telecommunications 
tor respectively. Wilson 
o.ed Stewart and Hearn's 
s when each retired in 
and 1994. Terry S~arp 
in 1994 te take on the 

erships of Rio de Janeiro, 
L, and Poland as TBC part
iplvolunteer missions spe-
. .. 

Wilson was over the partner
ship area when. the Philippines, 
Chile, Poland, Canada, and 
Michigan were in operation and 
the consideration of partner
ships for Costa Rica and Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, began. 

Wilson enjoyed getting to 
know International Mission 
Board missionaries. He recalled 
Elizabeth Oates, now deceased, 
who helped get the partnership 
with Baptists in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, off the ground. "She was 
a compassionate missionary. 

"There was openness in. Rio 
de Janeiro, and it was always 
good for volunteers," Bill Wilson 
said. "I visited in one Brazilian 
home of a mother and teenage 
girL The· mother had~ dropped 
out of church. The girl prayed 
and pleaded with the Lord, and 
the ~other made ~ profession of 
faith. -

"There was an impact on peo-
ple who went on a missions trip 
to Rio, and th.ey never were the 
same people. People in Rio were 
open to Americans. Our people 
loved it. We saw some strange 
things, but God was there," he 
said. 

"The highlight of my TBC 
mission trips was in Rio at the 
First Bapti.at Church of Freque
sia with its medical and evan
gelism teams. But I loved every 
TBC partnership." 0 • 

idea 
for your 
summer ••• 

-

Tennessee Baptist 2006 Camp Dates 

I 

For boys and girls 3rd-6th grades 

J:Une 26-30 ........ Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden, TN 

July 3-7 ............. Carson Springs Baptist Conference Center, Newport, TN 

f'(!\ r~ .,- :r:~acc- ca~~ 

For students 6th-12th grades 

•• 

July 10-14_ ....... _.linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden TN 

July 24-28 ........ Carson Springs Baptist Conference Center, Newport TN 

'"" TENNESSEE BAI"TlST CONVENTION 
Jfalting CbrisJ Known ~· Serung Cbun:bes 

Registration deadline - April 2, 2006 

Hove more questions? 
I 

(ontod Nancy Hamilton, Camping Ministry Specialist 
nhomilton@tnboptist.org, 800.558.2090, extension 2085 

or visit www.tnboptistcomps.org 

• 

' 
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Bivocational PastOr of the Year •• 

Bobby Sebastian gives members credit for groWing chun 
By Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reffector 

COOKEVILLE - Bobby 
Sebastian said his award as 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Bivocational Pastor of the Year 
should go to the members of' 
Poplar Grove Baptist Church 
here where he serves. 

"When you're bivocational 
they're the ones who have done 
it," he said. 

and AWANAs which draws 
about 250 children each 
Wednesday night. 

Car()l ~Buckner, director of 
education, was a long-tim.e 
member of the church and pub
lic school teacher who felt called 
to teach women. She did and her 
classes blossomed. She directs 
ministry to women, senior citi
zens, ~d children. 

ing Sunday School at We! 
ton Avenue Baptist Ch 
Cookeville. Sebastian was 
to preach in the absence c 

pastor at Poplar Grove. 
members called him as pat 

He and the church havt 
efited from his bivocatiom 
tus, said Sebastian. He be 
because when he "arop 
Dall," he is forgiven becaU& 
know he is busy. The churc 

• benefited because me1 
have assumed more respOJ 
ity for the church. 

Those members; with help 
from Sebastian, have done a lot 
for Poplar Grove over the 12 
years he has served. The church 
has grown from 50 in morning 
worship in a small building over 
100 years old to 350 in worship in 
a building built seven years ago. 

BOBBY SEBASTIAN, pastor, Poplar Grove Baptist Church, 
Cookeville, sits in his office at the church. · 

Sebastian began his ministry 
in Freewill Baptist churches. He 
graduated from Freewill Baptist 
College in Nashville. He served 
one church as full-time pastor 
but resigned after suffering 
burn-out and making mistakes 
because of a lack of maturity, he 
said. He and his wife, Delayne, 
and their two sons moved from 
Virginia to CookeVille where she 
is from. He never· wanted "to 
deal with the general public 

He especially credited 
time members who spearb 
the relocation and folk1 
Tony Ellis, who manage 
construction of the first 
building, and his late 
Joyce, who was church seC1 

' 

Just three years ago the staff 
included only Sebastian and a 
part-time secretary. Then Justin 
Randolph was named youth/out
reach pastor. He helped begin 

I 

the FAITH . outreach program 

again." . 
Several years later, while 

selling life insurance and teach-

I 

Of the congregation, bE 
"rve tried to be behind tb 
trying anything. They've Vi 
hard and not looked at m~ 
it all," said Sebastian. Q 

Poplar Grove has relocated 
and completed two building 
projects. The church has added 
two full-time staffmembers and 
two part-time staff members. In 
2003 it baptized 42 people and 
in 2004 it baptized 42 people. 

Another big. change is that 
several years ago members 
became involved in foreign mis
sions for the first time. Since 
then a family from the church· 
has moved to Romania where 

Seriously, Sebastian said he 
may move into being a .full-time 
pastor in a couple of years, 
because "my heart's here. But 
there's part of me that does like 
being a giver (to the church)" or a 
"net financial attribute." He also is 
able to manage both jobs because History of Baptist ancl Reflector now availal 
he operates his own office. Baptist and Reflector ' 

. ' 

they serve as independent miS-
sionaries and members· have 
served in Brazil, Mexico, 
Venezuela, the · Philippines, 
Dominican Republic, . and 
Appalachia. Sebastian lllmself 
has served in Romania seven 
times in the past five years. 

Sebastian also is a financial 
advisor/investment manager for 
clients through Wachovia Secu
rities. He manages about $30 
million. 

Of his ministry at the church, 
Sebastian said, "It's a real BRENTWOOD - Telling the Truth in Love: A 
adventure. It's exciting. It's like Brief History_ of the Baptist and Reflector From 
boiling a frog; it just kind of hap- 1835 has been released. 
pens slowly." The paper is celebrating its 170th anniversary 

Worship today at Poplar Grove this year. 
is blended Southern Gospel .and ' The book, written by former editor Wm. Fletch
contemporary and until recently er Allen, was not intended to be a comprehensive 
was led by T.im Parton, who is a history; but itis;a good beginning point, according 
member of the Gold City Quartet to current e~tor Lonnie Wilkey. 
an~ a former member of th'(-·· "Oth~r than ~special issues of the paper com
Gru.ther Vocal B~d. . , .·~v- memorating key anniversaries; there has never 

The changes m music style · bee:n a written history of the Baptist and Reflec
started when God sent Andrew tor," Wilkey obserV-ed. 
Ishey to the church. He was a 
member of the Kingsmen Quar
tet and the Palmetto Boys. l shey 
led worship for a while and 
directed several music events at 
the church. 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 

"We trust readers 
will enjoy this compi
lation of o~ past," the 
editor added. . . 

The book will be 
distributed compli
mentary while sup
plies last. Individuals 
who would like a copy 
mailed to their hw:ne 
can· call Susie · 
Edwards at (615) 371-
2003. There will be 
cost for shippin~ and 
handling.O 

• 

THANK YOU 
He joked that people wonder 

if he can be honest as a money 
manager and pastor. Since he is 
a pastor part-time then_ he will 
be honest part-time, he said 
with a smile. 

''We couldn't pay them to be 
here and they're here," said 
Sebastian of these musicians. 

u 
mes TENNESSEE BAPTISTS!! 

Holston Baptist Association 
·"Past the "Fhreshold~' . · 

2006 Student Conference 
Ridgecrest Confe.rence Center 

March 31 - April 2, 2006 
www.hbastudentconference.com 

M1nistr1 

212 Delta Drive 
Marion, Arkansas 72364 
(870) 739-8757 • (870) 919-3415 

www.jimkingminlstries.com 
info@ jimkingministries.com 

. My.heart is steadfast, 0 God, my heart 
is steadfast; I will sing and make music. 

I will praise you, 0 Lord, among the 
nations; I will sing of you among the 

peoples. 
Psalms 57:7, 9 

Music Evangelist • Soloist 

• Worship Leader 

Thank you, Tennessee Baptists, for your many avenues of support in 2( 
The staff anq residents thank .you for your application of Galatians 6:1 0: A~ 

I • 

have opportunity, let us do good unto all .... -

Thank you, Te.nnessee Baptists, ~or caring about the quality of life for sen 
and developmentally disabled adults. Your regular gifts through the Coop 
tive Program arid other gifts throughout the year help us care for many se 
adults and others with disabilities who live on the margin financially. 

~ 

Thank you, Tennessee Baptists, for heJping us reach a milestone this year 
record gifts of $177,800 given to the Father's Day Offering, exceeding our 
of $175,000. But more importantly than exceeding the goal is the benefit 
to the more than 400 residents we care for and minister to daily in Je 
name. Jot down June 18 for next year's date. ~ ,. .. 

-

C. Kenny Cooper 
President/Treasurer 

(615) 371-2050 
_Web site address: www.tnbaptiSIIIOitoss.org 
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Why Church 
Health Matters? 

By Gary Rickman 

This is the inaugural issue of the section, 

"Church Health Matters," in the Baptist and Reflector. 

Each issue we hope that you will turn to these pages for concerns 

and information related to church health. 

The "Church Health lvfatters" section will be replacing the_ 

information you have been receiving through the "Green Light", 

---h "M ' M' . . N 1 , . d th <<rr Vc 1 l ; t e ens mtstnes ew_ etter·, an e 1.ennessee o untee_r 

Missions Network Update". 

On these P.ages, you will find matters that discuss church 
. . 

health along with editorials, feature stories, interview;s, and prac

tical suggestions for your church to consider relating to church 
• 

health. You will also find information about calendar events that 

pertain to church health matters. 

The seven areas of church health that will 

' 

be addressed on a regular basis are -
• 

· evangelism, discipleship, missions, prayer, 

ministry, worship, and fellowship. 

In the weeks to come, as you read your Baptist and Reflector, 

be sure to look at the new, Church Health Matters, to find infor-

marion not only for pastors and church staff, but also for every 

church member who is interested in the health of their church. 

Keep your eyes and heart open for new, interesting insights, 

and events relating to chutch health. For indeed, Church 

Health Matters. • 

• 

"Building healthy churches empowered by the presence of GotJ 

Healthy 
Thinking 
by james Porch 

Dr. Charlie, our Presbyterian family 
doctor, cultivated his keen sense of humor. 
Each visit to his office would include a-good .. 
joke or witt~cism in addition to excellent . 
medical care. 

One day I got the jump on him and 
declared, "Charlie, I wish you would quit 
practicing medici.ne and get it right." 
Rather firmly, he . quickly replied, cci can't 

__ and you don't want me to. ~ch patient I 
see is another learning experience for the -rest of my practice." 

A ·physician wisely refers to his vocation 
as practicing medicine. He routinely relies 
upon his knowledge of anatomy and physiol
ogy, available--medications,. and diagnostic 
procedures with the awareness that ·treatment 

· of some diseases, or illnesses, may exceed his 
pr4ctice. Sometime his best intent· does not 
result in restored health. Nevertheless, his 
commitment to quality human health feeds 
his passion to continue to practice medicine. 

Church Health, the wholesome, Christ
intended lifestyle of the local church, requires 
diligent consistent practice. Just as a family 
doctor uses basic techniques in his ministry; 
even more a church family must rely on basic 
church health practices with the abiding hope 

• 

of fulfilling Christ's desire for that · l0c:at 
.. 

family of faith. 
The emphasis of this writing will relate to 

points of pracvice commendable to the life 
and nurture of the local community of faith 
that seeks to be a Christ-healthy church. 

Each'local church has the responsibility .to 
individually recognize Christ's unique calling 
to minister within its local community and 
even unto the world. Honoring a specific 
calling begins in prayerful discovery of the 
ministry that God may be calling only ~t 
church to accomplish for Him. 

At the same time, a healthy church 
needs a sense of New Testament structur:e 
in ministry. In Acts 2:42-47 one of Luke's 
descriptive summary passages, he records 
seven basic functions of the church, each 
wonhy of practice. These include fellowship, 
missions, evangelism, worship, prayer, disci-

• 
pleship, and mtmstry. Regardless 
extension into any other ministry fie 
seven constitute the heart functio 
healthy church. 

Quite often a congregation expe 
disruption or dysfunction and the fe 
experiences testing that can result in 
·tive-ministry or even cleavage in tl 
The New Testament tells us that }e.l 
about healing broken lives. The : 
Testament healing instances attest 

- care for His highest creation: peopl~ 
created the church and assuredly H~ 
power extends to the church. As Ch1 
individual lives, so He desires to 1 
gathered body. 

Without exception, the New Te 
churches knew the value of relan 

' Many who experienced conflict i 
churches bear'" witness to failure to b 
love for God and a love for each oth 

No church, regardless of present 
or past successes, merits the right tc 1 

the future. Actually, a healthy churc 
the gospel on to the next generatio 
churches hold precious a sense of to 

and tomorrows, and intentionally 
the younger generation in the adrr 
of the Lord. 

We do well to remember that 
all, Christ is head of the church. Yet 
has entrusted leadership roles to 
committed to serving Him. Jesu: 
Great Shepherd offers us His true exp 
that leaders function~ shepherds in 
understanding, extension of love, m 
for His flock. 

Tfie Great Commission manda 
Christ expects the local church to po1 
existence and growth of God's ex 
kingdom on earth. In this rpission e1 
a healthy church with care and und 
ing for such a task will seek a joint ef£ 
other healthy churches. In such acti 

• • • 0 

cooperanve mlSSIOn enterpnses pu 
aggressive effort to literally "Go intc 
world." -

Finally, may I commend an he 
"IF." If church health becomes the ~ 
the local congregation, the body can f 
the reality and the possibility that rh 
municy of faith will see the church as 
rencly and envision what that chu 
become. 
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M~nistry ·Strategies Team 
' 

. Explains Church Health ResponSe 
Through Associations By Jerry Essary 

the past seve.ral months the TBC ElXecutive 

Ministries has b.eea going through a renuganizing 

A large part of the reorganization grew oat pf 

....... ,. ..... from our TBC associations and churches to-. 
"'"'"'"" a programming structure to a resourcing and 

~.n • 
U lU.U·•,., process. 

accomplish this desired effect local associations 

flsktxt to form into clusters that would allow .us to 

mctioi resources to a smaller geographical ama. To help 

this change four state missionary staff, Steve 

Mark Miller, Archer Thorpe, and myself were 

to take on the new role of ministry strategist to 

with a specific area of Tennessee. Holt . .has East · 

~~f:e; Miller has Middle Tennessee; Thorpe has the 

areas; and 1 have West and lower west Middle 

newly formed Ministry Strategies Team deter

to operate out of a missipn statement: ''Our sprr

IIOUI:ney· is to facilitate intentional partnerships, 
' 

discovered needs of churc hes to God-given 

and coach for greater church health." This 

accomplished by working with a duster of 

an individual association, o.r an individual . . 

group of churches. 

:oming·Up! ·, 

The Ministry Strat~gies Team has been busy facilitating 

intentional partnerships with tb:€ newly formed clusters 

of associations. In some cases, these associations have 

worked together in the past. and others are forming new 

and vibrant partnerships. Each time the directors of mis

sions have met, they have forged new territory of part
nerships with the TBC as well as each other. They are 

beginning to find new ways to discover the real needs of 

their local churches and are developing strategies to help 

meet those needs. 
. 

Once the needs are discovered> they are connected to 

God-given resources. The process begins as the ministry 

strategist presents the discovered need to the state mis

sionary staff's ACCTS Team . .in the forffi: of a cluster 

project. The-project is discussed, a team leader from the 

state missionary staff is assigned, who will begin to. work 

with the local cluster of associations, individual associa

tion, or group of churches or individual church to bring 

the best possible resources to fill the need. 

The Ministry Strategies Team is working toward the 

day when the real needs of individual and groups oflocal 

churches are being discoven~d and met translating into 

greater church health~ Healthier churches impact their 

communities, state, nation, and world for Jesus Christ. . . 

•coming UptCtt» 
; ~ 12 -Tennessee Men's Chorale Local Church Concert, Madison Avenue ·saptist Church, Maryville 

~· -

actiff t. 20-21 - Hispanic Evangelism Conference, First Baptist Church Hispanic, Lebanon 
purJ . . 

t. 27-29- International Student Retreat, Fall Creek Falls State Park, Pikeville 
' 

"' 27-28 _ The Youth Project for Youth Choirs, carson-Newman College and First Baptist Church, Jefferson City 

For inf~rmation on upcoming events, see the TBC web· site at www.tnbaptist.org . 
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Bivocafional SfaH Minister of flte Year 

l 
By Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector 

• 1ft 

LEWISBURG Kevin 
Mc(}ehee is a busy guy. He is 
athletic director/teacher, Mar
shall County High School, and 
youth minister, East Commerce 
Baptist Church here. He runs a 
small farm and lawn mowing 
service. He is a husband and a 
father to three children. 

McGehee, who was named 
Bivocational Staff Minister of 
the Year by the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, said he has got-

., ten burned out at times, but "I 
never get burned out on young 
people." 

nage 
so he is able to be more friendly 
and respectful of the students 
without having discipline prob
lems. 

As athletic director be 
attends about 85 games a year 
in which he bas another chance 
to befriend students. Marshall 
County has about 800 students. 

He tries to show students he 
cares about them, said McGe
hee. He has had students 
approach him at school with 
serious problems because they 
beard he is a minister. 

Students are facing increas
ing pressure to be involved in 

. sexual activity, observed McGe
hee. 

is Ke cGeltee's 

He joked that instead of 
teens driving him crazy, "I drive 
them crazy." 

"It's sad what they face. . '--~~--~---~---.J_,_. 

Christian kids are definitely in 
the minority." 

KEVIN MCGEHEE, athletic director a[Jd teacher, Marshall County 
High School, Lewisburg, ~tands by the school's sign. 

While a student at Belmont 
University, McGehee knew he 
wanted to work with teenagers 
as a teacher and coach, which he 
has done 16 years at Marshall 
County. He has served as youth 
minister at East Commerce for 
eight years. 

Actually, his two main jobs 
are complimentary or "go hand 
in hand," McGehee explained, 
which makes his work easier. 

At school this year he teac}les 
weight lifting and drivers ed.uca
tion. They aren't high pressure 
courses like calculus, he noted, 

At school he helps lead Youth 
Alive, a Bible study which draws 
about 25 students at 7:15 a.m. 
on Wednesday mornings. 

''We (Christians) still have
1 
a 

foothold even though the gov
ernment doesn't want us to." 

At East Commerce Church 
many of the youth who attend 
are .the only Christian or 
church-goer in their families, 
reported McGehee. 

Both those youth and the 
youth with Christian families 
ar~ facing "real world issues," he 
added, so be and church leaders 

try to focus "on what God's Word 
says" about those issues. He has 
seen four teens make profes
sions of faith since September. 

Sometimes teens without 
families in the church come reg
ularly for a while and then 
abruptly stop attending church. 
He's been known to put out "an 
APB/' on them or notice to stu
dents that he would like to hear 
a report on the student, he said 
with a slight smile. 'He usually 
gets a report, he said. 

·''You just hope _you've given 
them (students in the church) 

As your life changes, your health plan can change too. Wherever you 

are in life, GuideS tone is there to guide you- every step of the way. 

• 

-
Service means taking the time to understand your needs. Our 

knowledgeable customer service representatives are willing to spend time 

with you to help-you find a medical plan that works for your family. ~* 

• A wide range of benefits and costs to fit ahnost any budget. 

• A choice of six PPO medical plans and a consumer-directed 
health care option. · 

• Access to a nationwide Blue Cross Blue Shield health care 
provider network. 

. . 
• .!"-

• Comprehensive preventive care benefits and immunization coverage. 

Southern Baptist ministers, church staff, seminary students and denominational 
employees are eligible to apply for coverage through GuideStone. 

9247 

, 

enough that they have some
thing to come back to." You know 
teens, he said, they can be high 
on a band, then sports, then the 
Lor~, and then, "hit a bump in 
the road and life's over with." 

Because he also is at school, 
"I get to bold them (students in 
youth group) accountable and 
they hold me accountable." 

He's proud of the youth group 
he leads. Just two months ago at 
the beginning of the church year 
they set a goal to grow to 30 
"and we're getting very close." 

McGehee is proud of the fact 

that he sent Katie Hart 
the group this summer tt 
Janeiro, Brazil, with 
group. The youth gr01 
worked at Copper Basin 
Association, Ducktowt 
times. 

McGehee also helps o 
an annual rally hel<! by tJ 
shall County Christi-an 
Alliance which McGehee 
start. ""' 

Of the about 70 ~ou 
have graduated from th( 
group in eight year~ 

became youth ministers. 
McGehee thanks his 

for any success he has h 
mother, Patricia, of Lev. 
raised her two sons, Ke' 
and Tim, 16, after her ht 
Joe McGehee, died. He w 
tor of First Baptist C 
Lewisburg. Tim McGehee 
pastor of Grace Baptist ~ 
Tullahoma. 

His father's death bas 
him minister to many s( 
who have endured famil) 
and death, said McGehee 

He also thanks his wu 
Aldridge McGehee, anc 
dren, Mary Kate, 10; B: 
and Abby, 3. Amy is a 
school teacher along with 
ing Sunday School to you 

"My family shares m 
everybody." o 

fiNANC IAl IIUOUIICU 
of the Soulh«tn bptm C.Onvmtion 

• 
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SuccesS is measured by changed lives, says Marcom · 
,,..n,riA Wilkey -.· .alive and well church. I give God . numbers and financial 

and Reflector the glory and praise Him for 

rnli".w"Ul-A:l.._,VILLE - Terrell 
.o..wwm 'are:om, the 2005 Small Church 

of the Year, is modest 
'the growth he has seen in 
years as pastor of Excell 

:ntiSt Church he:r:e. 
r-· .... •u is booming. The 

is ·growing around us," the 
native said. 

· more, he continued, 
rVI>~ .. .illere are roughly 90,000 people 

the city who do not attend 
lbrc:h on any given Sunday." 

no one can argue that 
has bad a ~ajor role in the 

L1!Willl 

KeJ;IP~~ at Excell since 1996. 
the time the church had 

60 people in regular 
,merndance. The church is now 

about 160 weekly in 
~~e;~r!,~; and abo\:lt 120 in Sun

School. Not bad for his first 
only pastorate. · 
Michael Weaver, a deacon 

Excell who nominated Mar
famll)rtd for the award, noted the 

. Ul ...... "bad become a stagnant 
'breh - with an uncertain 

sending Terrell Marcom to lead 
pur church." -

Marcom, however, gives all 
the credit fer the church's tw-n.-. ' . 
arouncl to God and for a congre- · 
gation opi:m ~o following God's 
will. 

He recalled that when he 
arrived at the chur~h they had a 
debt of $102,000. One year later, 
they had paid only $1,000 in 
principal, Marcom said .. 

The pastor talked with the 
deaco!ls. After time spent in 
prayer the deacons voted to 
place an additional $400 per 
month on their note, with all of 

-it going to the principal. Before 
long .the church was paying an 
additional $1,000 a month to 

·reduce the principal, M~com 
related. 

In. two yews the debt was 
reduced to . $36,000 and the 
church was given a $50,000 
estate gift. A year later the 
church received another gift in 
excess of $171,0.00. 

"God didn't give us $200,000 
to draw interest," Marcom said. 
"He expected us to do something 
with it." 

And the church did. Church 
leaders announced plans for a 
new sanctuary. Later a plan to 

• 

CBDICR 
RD. 

,,. .... .-, 'tN. 37043 

• .. 

ASSOCIAfJR 
_...--

,. 

TERRELL MARCOM, the 2005 Small Church Pastor of the Yea~ 
bas a. passion for disaster relief work. He stands beside the disas
ter relief trailer recen_tly purchased by Exqeil Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, where he has served as pastor for nine-plus years. 

raise funds for the new building 
was begun. Church members 
pledged $314,000. 

"We prayed, stepped out on 
faith, and He has continued to 
bless,» Marcom said. 

The church has since built a 
new $1 million worship center 
and only owes $485,000. In addi
tion the church purchased a 
house adj~cent to the· property 

t<? use for office space and class
rooms and completed a new 
parking lot in October. 

Marcom noted that . "if I've 
done anything right it was to go 
slow in making all big decisions 
and trying to bring as many 
folks along as we could. 

"Basically, God has been good 
to us. That's the bottom line." 

Along with the growth in 

resources, Marcom has wit
nessed spiritual growth as well. 

The church has several out
reach programs and has gotten 
heavily involved in 'Fennessee 
Baptist Disaster Relief. 

Marcom has seen members 
grow in their faith. He can point 
to five individuals among the 
many who have been baptized 
during this pastorate whose 
lives were dramatically 
changed. Among those five are 
now two deacons and a Sunday 
School teacher. . 

~opefiilly there have been 
more lives changed, but if it is 
just those five, then we have 
been successful." 

Success is not measured in 
numbers, but by changed lives, 
he stressed. 

Marcom and his wife Dana, 
who he credits as a big help to 
his ministry, have four children 
- Cassidy, Heath, Jordan, and 
Jack. All four were born in 
Clarksville and the Marcoms · 
now consider the city and Excell 
as "home," he said. 

"I always said in college that 
I wanted to go to one · place, 
spend my life there and make a 
dUierence. I just thought it 
would be Africa, not Clarks
ville," he said with a grin. 0 

TENNESS-EE BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOMES: 
WeiComin Children Home for 115 Years! 

"And whoever welcomes 
a liffle child like this in my 
name,_ wel~omes. me. " 

Maffhew 18:5 

Tennessee Baptists welcome at-risk 
children into their hearts ~ each 

· year. Your gifts to the Mother's 
Day Offering allow Tennessee 
Baptist Children's Homes to pro
vide boys and g iris ·with a safe 
place to call home. L~st year, 
loving houseparents invited over 
200 of them in with open arms. 

Thank you for helping us say 
"Welcome home!" to a child. 

Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Domes 

• 

P.O. Box 2206 Brentwood, TN 37024-2206 
www.tbch4kids.org 800-624-8591 

Chattanooga Knoxville 
Kingsport Brentwood 

Johnson City Oakdale 
Memphis Millington 

-
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Tennes BCM students spend break helping hurricane victim: 
By Stacy Murphree 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - During 
campus fall breaks, more than 
700 Tennessee Baptist Colle
giate Ministry students traveled 
to assist with ongoing hurricane 
relief efforts in Alabama, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi. 

Although the need for clean
up work is widespz:ead along the 
Gulf Coast, Tennessee BCM stu
dents feel that by working 
together, each team helping sev
eral families, an impact was 
made. 

"I was really proud of how 
hard all of our students worked. 
With over 700 students1 togeth
er we made a real difference," 
says Cindy Chanin, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention collegiate 
ministry specialist at Volunteer 
State Community College in 
Gallatin. 

BCM teams were housed in 
local Baptist churches and part
nered with them to reach those 
needing help with clean-up 
work in their community. Stu- 
dents worked 10-12 hour days 
participating in a wide variety 
of tasks including removing 
yard debris, repairing roofs, 
removing and installing new 
drywall and insulation, and per
forming other mud-out type jobs 
on homes that had sustained 
flood damage. 

A team of BCM students 
from Tennessee Tech Universi
ty, Cookeville, repaired the roof 
at First Baptist Church of St. 
Elmo, Ala. The physical labor 
performed by the students was , 
motivated by the congregation 
being able to worship ag~in in _ 
their building. 

"As I climbed upon the roof of 
the church to help I realized 
that the important thing was 
that this roof, even if for a 
moment in time, will protect 
someone as they hear about our 
Savior," says Ellen Womac, Ten
nessee Tech student. 

The residents of homes were 
grateful for the help they 
received. Teams of students 
completed projects that could 
have taken individuals or fami
lies several days or weeks to 
complete. 

"Local residents were deeply 
appreciative of our students' 
sacrificial service. Many proper
ty owners stated that six weeks 
of work was accomplished dur
ing the students' work visit," 
says Bob Hall, TBC collegiate 
ministry specialist at the Uni
versity ofTennessee, Knoxville. 

More than 100 UT-Knoxville 
students served in the Atmore, 
Ala., and Gautier, Miss., areas. 

BCM students ~ere o-ften 
asked the cost for their time and 
labor, and they were always glad 
to share why they had come as a 
volunteer. These times also pre
sented opportunities to pray 
with families and share about 
Christ. 

"Helping people with no 
strings attached opens natural 
doors for sharing the gospel," 
says Chanin. 

Damon Bi11ings, TBC colle
giate ministry specialist at Wal
ters State Community College, 
Morristown, and hincoln Memo
rial Univers ity, Harrogate, 
agrees. 

"Students were able 
to meet the peop~e who 
were affected by the hur
ricane. It seemed that t----:' 
this was significant in 
making the hard ~ork a 
more special experience, n 

says Denise Roebuck, 
TBC collegiate ministry 
specialist in Cleveland. 

BCM students had 
the opportunity to see 
Southern Baptist relief 
work in action. More 

Alexander led an Austin J 
. BCM student and alumni t. 

serving in Biloxi and the : 
rounding areas. 

In addition to going and 1 
ticipating in hands-on hu.nic 
reliefwork, Tennessee BCM 
dents have raised funds for 
American Red Cross and 
TBC Disaster Relief fund 
have collected donations 
assist displaced families , 
have temporarily moved to t) ... 
area. 

"We had the opportunity to 
tell many families why we were 
so eager to help and in a couple 
of cases we were able to pass out 
Bibles as a further testimony of 
our inspiration of service," he 
says. Walters State students 
along with some from East Ten
nessee State University, John
son City, served in Pascagoula, 
Miss. 

One aspect that was most 
meaningful to students was hav
ing the opportunity to build 
relationships with individuals 
and families who had been 
affected by the disaster. While 
on a work site, students took the 
time to talk with individuals, 
.listen to their stories, and 
encourage those they were help
mg. 

than 300 BCM . students 
serving in the Biloxi and 
Gulfport areas received 
meals cooked by a Mis
s issippi disaster relief 
feeding unit stationed in 

DENNIS PRITZEL of UT Martin and 
Mallory Huber of the University of Memphis 
"mud our' a house near Picayune, Miss. 

Several BCM teams ~ p1 
ning additional hurric~e n 
trips for winter and spt 
breaks. 

"Students have expressed 
only interest but also eagerr 
to return to continue with dit 
ter relief work," says Billinw, 

the parking Jot of First 
Baptist Church, Biloxi. These 
students also u sed disaster 
relief traiier shower facilities 
provided by Alabama and South 
Carolina . 

"Those who provided our 
shelter and our food were well 

organized. No one discussed it, 
but there was no doubt about 
what our common purpose was 
for being there together in that 
place," says Jim Alexander, TBC 
collegiate ministry specialist for 
Austin Peay· State University, 

,-

Clarksville. 

These fall break t rips as ' 
as future relief trips are bE 
funded by the TBC disa1 
relief fund as well as fu 
raised by students through 
BCM. 0 

THE KING'S ACADEMY 
Tennessee Baptist Convention's Day and Boarding School, Grades K-12 

"The King's Academy prepares youth for a 
quality of life here and for an eternal life with the 

Lord in Heaven." 
- Christian Counselor Dr. David andAlzena 
Abernathy, Knoxville; parents of Robin and 

Travis 

"TKA has truly been a blessing to our family that 
will extend through '!Ill eternity!" · 

- Pastor Dallas and. Lisa Gibson, Providence 
Baptist Church, Seymour; parents of Daniell.e and 

Luke 

"We are impressed with the commitment of the 
teachers at The King's Academy and we feel 

confident that our son is receiving a great 
education." 

-Pastor Adrian and Karen Jones, Piney Grove 
Baptist Church, Mary'fille; parents of Jonathan 

"TKA is 
providing an 
academically 
challenging, 

Christian 
education with a 

caring and 
nurturing staff." 

- Rev. Taylor and 
Carol Scarbrough 
Maryville; parenH 

)(~t· • ... of Emily and 
Zach AtA!lfA 

< " 
\ 

• 

«We wanted our children to attend The King 's 
Academy for the biblical world view education." 

- Pastor Deron and Bonita Cobb, Mt. Olive 
Baptist Church, Knoxville; parents of Joanna and 

Joshua 

A division of HARRISON-CHILHOWEE BAPTIST ACADEMY . 

• SEYMOUR, TN 
www. 



17 I B&R I Nov. 16, 2005--------------------- Tennessee news 

taff Minister of the Year 

. onnie wnkey - .. they didn't think they could do." 

· Whatever music is done, do it well, advises Chuck Esary 
fflst and Reflector 

HELBYVILLE - .As a min
of music and worship, 
Esary is well aware that 

b.as his or her own 
and opinion on 

is the most appropriate 
llltStc to u.se during a worship 

Esary, who has served at 
Baptist Chlirch here since 
understands that concept 

he attempts to use a mix of 
~!ltE~mJ>Orlrry and traditional. 

importantly for biro, 
:b:J.,.,u,.r is not what music he 
lbo~;es, but that the music is 

well. 
many times we settle for 

1roH-v good,' " Es~rry observed. 
doesn't fly in today's 

lti"Peoulle expect their music to 
naclne well." 
f8I]ru as far as · the congrega

at First Baptist is con
Es~rry also· apparently 

done "well." 
well that he was nominat
church members and cho

as the 2005 Staff Minister of 
Year in the Tennessee Hap
Convention. 

v.u.•·u. -"he- received a letter 
The"-'l'BC informing him of 
award, Esary didn't even 

he had been nominated. 
learned later that his wife, 

thenne, knew about the nom
!~o:n, but keep it a secret. 

Alabama native is. 
and humbled by the 

don't do aaything that 
ministers of music don't 

he. said. 
Es~rry never sang 

choir until he was out of col
e. 
Esary's dad was the music 
ector at a small rural church 
Alabama, but the church did 
. have a choir. 

had a love for instru
ntal music and played in the 

in high school and also at 
University of Alabama. 

After college he began to sing 
soon became a part-time 

lister of music before accept
the call into full-time mi:n

ry and then enrolling -at 
1thern Baptist Theological 
.&.&44.1.<U _, in Louisville, Ky. 
One of Esary's goals at First 
ptist is to help his choir mem
'S and others "achieve things 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 
N, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 

Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11.08 $13.39 
35 $11.35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-800.S83-o970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 
rei premiums that do not increase for 
first 15 years. Written by an A+ life 

urance company. Preferred Male rates 
sbated above. Please call for other 
!lS and Female rates. 

The choir records a CD each 
year and for the first time, a 
DVD. "I try to help them use 
the' ·gifts God has given them,'' 
he said. 

"I try 'to help people find 
places to use their gifts and tal
ents for God's kingdom." 

For 11 years the church held 
a LiVing Christmas Tree each 
year for the c,ommunity that was 
effective in reaching people who 
normally did not attend church. 
The Christmas program had to 
be discontinued for awhile, but 
Es~rry is confident it will begin 
again, possibly next year. 

ln nominating Es~rry for the 
awa.r.d, Bill Joe Nix, a -deacon at 
First Baptist, ob&erved that he 
"has shown a high degree ·of 
music and creativ~ ability in 
leading our choir and congrega
tion in worship and song for 
almost 15 years." 

Dan Clevenger, director of 
missions for New Duck River 
Baptist Association, endorsed 
Esary's nomination. _ 

"Dr. Es~rry has consistently 
served with excellence through
out his life. Along' with his com
petence~ he is ~ways humhle as 
he walks with the Lord and is 
always quick to give credit to 
God," Clevenger observed. 

He noted Es~rry has not only 
impacted his church, but also 
his association and community. 

Esary has remained a con
stant at First Baptist even , 
through some years of strife 
faced by the congregation. 

He acknowledged there "have 
been some tough times, but 
there also have been some great 
times as well." 

One of his personal high
lights was an extended revival 
about five years ago when the 
church baptized abol!lt 250 peo-

ple over a nine~ 
month period 
and referred 
another 250 
people to other 
churches for 
baptism. 

"It was an 
experience you 
don'-t often get 
to be a part of," 
he observed, 
adding, that "I 
learned a lot 
about worship 
during that 
time." 

As one 
would expect, 
Esary is pas
sionate about 
his ministry. 

"Worship
ing God is our 
highest call
in.g," he said. 0 

CHUCK ESARY the 2005 Staff Minister of the Year, 
relaxes in his office at First Baptist Church, Shel
byVille, where he has served as minister of worship 
and music since 1'!990. · 
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C-N sends 170 students on fall break to Mississippi Gulf Coast 
By Mark Brown 
Carson-Newman news office 

JEFFERSON CITY - For 
170 Carson-Newman College 
volunteers, Fall Break was nei
ther fall nor a break. Spread 
across Southern Mississippi in 
85 degree weather over three 
days in October, 21 C-N work 
crews amassed more than 
5,000 man-hours of relief for 
victims of Hurricane Katrina. 

Coordinated through the 
college's campus ministries 
office, the group made up the 
largest institutional contingent 
of some 700 Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry (BCM) volunteers 
from colleges and universities 
across Tennessee (see story on 
page 16). 

The Carson-Newman teams 
operated from three main 
areas (Hattiesburg, Biloxi, and 
Bay St. Louis) where local Bap
tist churches served as opera
tions c~nters, makeshift hos
tels, and staging areas. 

Campus Minister Jim Wil
son said he wanted a large C-N 
turnout, hoping that th:ose who 
went as relief missionaries 
would return as witnesses of 
the savage destruction and 
take their accounts to churches 
and civic groups, who might in 
turn send more workers to the 
coast. 

"The news media became 
obsessed with New Orleans 
and overlooked the massive 
need in Mississippi," he said. 

"I pray that our time there 
will help facilitate other con-

centrated efforts in the coming 
weeks and months." 

"People think that FEMA is 
overseeing the work," said Tim 
Glaze, campus minister at Hat
tiesburg's William Carey Col
lege who helped coordinate 
teams with individuals needing 
assistance. "But it's the church
es and volunteers ·that are 
doing the work. We need peo
ple." 

Wilson says he is ple~ed 
with a $115 per volunteer 
expenditure for a five-day trip 
(three work days and two for 
travel down and back), credit
ing church participation as key 
to the success. "Several area 
churches sent volunteers, vans, 
and paid for the gas, while four 
South Mississippi churches 
gave our workers a place to 
sle~p. Those partnerships 
make this kind of service possi
ble," 'he said, gratefully. 

While trying to finalize 
accounting of the Octoher trip, 
-Wilson is simultaneous~y busy 
planning for two coastal relief 
efforts. , 

'We have at .least one team 
that wants to go in December 
between final exams and 
Christmas and other students 
have already expressed inter
est in going during spring 
break," said the founder of 
Appalachian Outreach. 
· To accomplish the possibili

ty of a March trip, Wilson is 
already communicating with 
churches and area voluhteers. 
'There's no way we will be able 
to keep' our expenses as low 

~ I \ r 

When organizations work together for a 
common goal, anything is possible. 

GuideOne Insurance is proud to have the 

endorsement of GuideStone Financial Resources 

of the Southern Baptist Convention. To find 

out how this relationship benefits your 

congregation, visit the GuideOne representative 

at GuideSto!'le's convention booth during the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

GuideOne Insurance is nQt a member company of 
GuideStone Financial Re~ources. 

www.guideone.com 

because ·the disaster relief 
infrastructure won't be in place 
like it was," he asserted. "That 
means our partners are going 
to be very important in making 
this trip a success, too." 

Ashley Austin, associate 
pastor at First Baptist Biloxi, 
says there will be plenty of 
opportunities for ministry in 
the months to come. "We'll need 
people to come an.d to be labor
ers, as well as people who are 
skilled," said Austin, who 
believes those who volunteer 
will be amazed by what can be 
accomplished in a short time. 
"You can put one skilled labor
er with two or three who aren't 
skilled and they can work 
together to get a lot done." 

While the storms left great 
damage to the area, Austin is 
grateful for the ministry oppor
tUnities that abound. "Are peo
ple coming to faith in Christ? 
Yes," he noted. 

"There have been many peo
ple that have a lot of questions, 
and God has given us the 
opportunity to minister to 
them, but really, it's little to do 
with us and everything to do 
with God ~d the people God's 
sending. 

· "You know, we're just play
ing a small part in it," !le con
cluded. "It's people like the 
group from C-N and from 
MTSU {two of the almost 20 
BCM groups th~re), or groups 
from local churches all around 
the country -. it's those people 
that God is using to make this 

' really happen." 0 --

, 

November 15 - 16, 2005 . , 
First Baptist Church 

Clarksville, TN 

Insurance 

GULFPORT RESIDENT Sharon Tucker thanks C-N stude 
Jonathan Tullock with a hug after a C-N team removed eight roon 
of ruined furniture and contents.from her home, just two blocks fro 
the coast. C-N senior Brandon Hudson (back), of Red Bank Ba, 
tist in Chattanooga; was also part of the crew. 

FOR THE TRUTH · FOR THE CHURCH · FOR THE WORLD 

FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

I 
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THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

Doing all things for the glory of God means 
doing them well. Let Southern Seminary help 

you fulfil~ your calling. 

·- ,. 

WWW.SBTS.EDU 
Seminary Preview Conference: October 13-15 I 
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urricanLe . Katrina victims find new home at Union University 
Ellsworth ;: . instead of just two months. It been a good experience, students living with her. tance of faculty members like 

news service ._ -.' ' just kind of tits." because it's given her a chance "I think it helps people too Larsen, Kirk, Webb, and others, 
Denney is just one of 11 col- to interact with people from a because they have a face to put _as well as from many of the stu- . 

lege students who transferred different background and cul- with where their money is dents who have helped, that - Like thou-. --
other residents of 

Mississippi, and 
llabatma, Christy Denney fled 

, ~e".u of Hurricane Katrina's 

She and her parents made 
way to Alamo, Tenn., to 
with Christy's aunt and 

awe· only usually get to see 
during hurricane season," .. -

i'.UU'"J joked. 
What Denney didn't realize 
the time was that she'd be 

• ..n..,.a much longer than she 
A freshman in col

Denney originally planned 
to take some online courses 
semester until she could 

home to Moss . Point, 
n<>"·• and finish he,F schooling 

DENNEY, a victim of 
~rric.e.ne Katrina, has found a 

home at Union University 
'Jackson after she was forced 
leave her home in Moss 

Miss. She is one of sever-
Katrina victims who have 

their education this 
at Union. - Photo by Morris 

Denney soon decided to 
as a full-time student at 
University. Now she's 
to stay and graduate 

m Union in four years. 
"I love the sch@ol," Denney 
id. "I love the atmosphere. I 
~llik.e I've been here for years 

to Union University this se- ture. going," Larsen said. "It's not means so much. 
mester because of Hurricane Larsen added that people just a faceless organization "They just loved me and took 
Kati1na. Te accommodate stu- from local churches have been but it's going to people they me in," Denney said of the 
dents wh@ had been affected by generous with their support by know." . Union community. "It was real-
the hu.nieanel> Union extended providing donations -t@ the two For Denney, it's the ass1s- ly good to feel that love." 0 
its enrollment deadline this 
semester and also did every
thing possible to help such stu
dents academically, socially, 
and financially. 

Steve ' Tien, of San Jose, 
Calif., previou?lY attended 
Louisiana State_ University. A 
computer engineering major, 
Tien isn't sure yet what his 
long-term plans will be. But he 
knows if he stays in Jackson, 
he'll stay at Union. 

"Union is like a small family 
where ev~cybody knows every
body and everybody is very 
helping," Tien said. "If you need 
help they're willing to help you. 
It's a very nice place to be. It's a 
good study environment and 
the professors are very help
ful." 

Chrissy Esnault of New 
Orleans echoed- that assess
ment of Union's professors. A 
nursing student who heard 
about Union from a friend, 
Esnault said Union's faculty 
members have been "outstand
ing." 

She specifically cited the 
help of nursing faculty mem
bers Tharen Kirk and Jill 
Webb, wh@ ~ave helped Esnault 
by soliciting donations and pl'@
viding -her with gift cards to 
purchase some necessities. 

"They've been helping in a 
lot of ways," Esnault said. 
"Hopef!ill,y, if everything works 
out, I might just stay to gradu
ate from Union . ." 

N aoriri Larsen, chair of soci
ology and family studies at 
Union, and her husband 
Jonathan opened their home to 
students who had transferred 
to Union. 

"We have empty rooms 
upstairs, so_ we thought , that 
was a way we could help," 
Larsen said. 

_With ~ empty nest, Larsen 
said hawng two college stu
dents living with her ha~ taken 
some adjustment. But' it's also 

' 
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)Wa Baptists celebrate anniversary Baptist has been caring for East Tennessee and the surrounding area 

since 1948. Constant innovation and commitment to a higher level of 

patient care keep Baptist at the forefront of healthcare quality. For 

more information please call 865.632.5200 or visit Baptist on the W eb 

at ~.baptistoneword . org. Baptist. The One Word in Healthcare. 

aptist Press in the mi~st of a partner

WINTERSET, Iowa - The 
th annual meeting of the 
lptist Convention of Iowa 
turned to the church where 
e convention was founded iri. 
195, First Baptist Church 
fre. In addition to the lOth 
miversary, messengers also 
lebrated 50 year~? of Southern 
lptist work in the state. 
The Nov. 4-5 meeting was 
tended by 127 messengers 
1d 38 guests from 4 7 church-

The Iowa convention is 

ship with the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. 

During the convention, Iowa 
Baptists approved a strategic 
plan for 2006-2010 and adopt
ed a Cooperative Program 
budget of $1,822,276, a .22 per
cent increase over the previous 
year. 

As in previous years, 20 per-
cent of Coope'rative Program 
gifts from Iowa churches will be 
sent to the Southern Baptist 
missions causes and 80 percent 
will be used for Iowa missions · 
and ministries. a 

THE ONE WORD IN H EALTHCARE 

baptistoneword.org 

BAPTIST HOSPITAL OF EAST TENNESSEE BAPTISl' HOSP ITAL WEST BAPTIST HOSPITAL FOR W OMEN BAPTIST HOSPITAL OF COCKE COUNTY 
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Ancient church ruins in Israeli prison may be earliest Christian structure 
By Greg Warner 
Associated Baptist Press 

MEGIDDO, Israel The 
n1ins of an ancient Christian 
church, found within the walls 
of an Israeli prison, may prove 
to be one of the earliest church
es ever discovered and could 
change the historical under
standing of the Christian church 
in the region. 

Two elaborate mosaics 
loaded with Christian symbols 
- presumably the floor of a rel
atively large sanctuary - were 
unearthed recently by prisoners 
working on an expansion project 
for the Megiddo prison, near the 
site of the end-of-the-world bat
tle of Armageddon described in 
the book of Revelation. 

Some archaeologists say the 
evidence dates the mosaics to 
the late third century or early 
fourth century, when Christiani~ 
ty was outlawed by the occupy
ing Romans and most Christian 
worship was hel<l secretly in 
homes. 

If the church was operating 
in the third century, it "would be 
very surprising, since Christian
ity was persecuted sporadically 
until the conversion of [Roman 
Emperor] Constantine around 
[A.D.] 312," said Richard Vinson, 
professor of New Testament at 
Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Richmond. 

"If it proves to-be as early as 
some of the early news reports 
.suggest, it would be much earli
er than most scholars of early 
Christianity would expect su~h 

MINISTRY - CHILDREN 
Church is seeking person to fill 
the full-time position of minister 
of childhood education. Minimum 
ot two years experience in full
time children's ministry and 
bachelor's degree required. 
Send resume to Search Commit
tee, First Baptist Church, 701 
South Main St., Jonesboro,· AR 
72401. .............. • • • • 
Aloma Baptist Church is search
ing for a minister to families with 
children to facilitate ministry to 
children from birth through age 
12, and to equip families as cen
ters of spiritual nurture. Please 
send resume to Families/Chil
dren Ministry, 1815 SR 436, Win
ter Park, FL 32792 or e-mail 
valerie@ alomachurch.org. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Southwest Baptist Church is 
looking for a used or "repo" mod
ular building for their young con
gregation. If you know of such, 
please call or e-mail Central Bap
tist Church, Crossville, Attn. Mis
sions, phone (931) 484-8426, e
mail billy@cbccrossville.org. 

For sale: 1989 Bluebird School 
Bus, 72-passenger, excellent 
condition. Gath Baptist Church, 
(931) 934-2655 or e-mail: gath
baptist@ blmond. net. 

a thing," Vinson said. 
Two prominent fish symbols 

at the center of one mosaic, pot
tery shards found on top of the 
floor, and the style of Greek used 
in the mosaics' inscriptions all 
suggest the floor was made in 
the late third century. Soon • 
thereafter, the symbol of the 
cross replaced the fish as the 
dominant worship symbol, 
archaeologists say. 

Joe Zias, former head of the 
Israeli Antiquities Authority, 
which controls such finds, said 
his "gut feeling is we may be 
looking at a Roman building 
that may have been converted to 
a church at a later date," Zias 
said. · 

The earliest existing 
churches are considered the 
Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem and the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher in 
Jerusalem, both from after 

MINISTRY - SENIOR ADULT 
Central Baptist Church, Johnson 
City, Tenn., is accepting resumes 
for the position of senior adult 
minister.This is a part-time posi
tion with a work week of 30 
hours. If you are interested, 
please-send resume to Mr. Frank 
Hutchins, Senior Adult Minister 
Search Committee, Central Bap
tist Church, 300 N. Roan St., 
Johnson City, TN 3760~. 

· MINISTRY - CO~BINATION 
First Baptist Ch,u~ch, Fernandina 
Beach, Fla., on Amelia Island is 1 

' prayerfully seeking a children's! 

A.D. 330, decades after Con
stantine's decree legalizing 
Christiaruty. But little of the 
original buildings exists in 
either case. The 30-foot-by-15-
foot floor of the Megiddo 
church would be a major-find. 

But even a date in the late . - building discovered,• If 
fourth century would be sign.ifi- · Vmson. 
cant, scholars say. ""Even It's not yet known if t 
though by that time Christiani· Megiddo site will be pre-aer.• 
ty was favored in the [Roman] intact and opened to visiton 
Empire, this would be one of ifthe mosaics will be removed 
the earliest- if not the earliest a museum. CJ 

• 

• 

Baptist operates nine Te~essee hospitals that cOOnbine advanced technology with con

ven.ience. We provide eve:ryt.hing from complete cancer care, heart transplantation and a 

newborn intensive care unit to a sleep disorders center, extensive rehabilitation services 

and behavioral health. At these Baptist Hospital locati-ons, we're providing the care you 

deserve closer to home: Memphis, Collierville, Germantown, Huntingd<?n. Ripley, Union 

-City and Covington. 

~BAPTIST. 
www.bapti$tenline.org 

1-8oo-4-BAPTIST 
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education minister. Located in a r----------------------------------• 
growing community with a deep 1· ·• · 
history steeped. in tradition, we · · 1 • LifeWay . Tennessee Baptists, 
are seeking a minister with a 1 cHuRCH aws America's #1 Church Bus Deale~ 
vision for the future and an I Biblical Solutions for Life has some deals for you! 
appreciation of our past. A mini- I AS«YKAiofi.liWJiyCJiriltlulst-

mum requirement: seminary 
aegree . in children/education : 
ministry. Resume to Children/ 
Education Minister Search Com- I 
mittee, First BapJist Church, 416 I 
Alachua St., Fernandina Beach, I 
FL 32034. I 

••••••••• ·!• . . . .. 
Se~king full-time education/ 
yoLJth minister with God-filled' 
spirit, passion for education, and 
desire to lead growing youth 
group. Two years college pre
ferred, three years experience 
required. Send only new 
resumes by Nov. _19, 2005 to 
Search Committee, Liberty Bap
tist Church, 5199 Lakeland Dr., 
Flowood, MS 39232. .......•. ~. ... . . . 
Jefferson Street Baptist Church 
is seeking a full-time minister of 
music and education. This candi-._ 
date will primarily be responsible 
for music while assisting the staff 
in the promotion of Sunday 
School and developing an ongo
ing discipleship ministry. For 
more information please call 
(478) 272-7750 or send resume 
to Search Committee, 209 N. 
Jefferson St., Dublin, GA 31021. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I . . 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
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• 15 passenger buse's (no COL required) 
. • Over 80 new & used buses in stock. 

• Rental buses 
• Trade-ins welcome 

• Van replacement vehicles e 15 to 46 passenger buses 

Stock No. 
25137 
25044 
25191 
25290 
25089 
253101 

L 

15 Passengers 18-29 Passengers 

30- 34 Passengers 37-46 Passengers 

Year 
2005 
2006 
2005 
2005 
2005 
2001 

Buses are 
provided tOf 
UfeWayby 

• 

Monthly Specials 
Make 
Ford /Starcraft 
IHC/ ElDorado-Diesel 
Ford/Starcraft 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford/ElDorado 
Ford/Turtletop 

Capacity 
15 
34 w/ Removable Row 
25 w I Rear Luggage 
26 
15 w J Rear lu.ggage 
25 

Price 

$88,640 
$40,970 
J9~,i49 
$57,210 
$48,960- . 
J4i,819 $44,900 
$39,999 S37,900 

' 

Carnenter t.rfili1i3: srs s,\LES 
~ Franlclin, TN 

1-800-370-6180 
1-615-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

~----------------------------------· 
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book review 
t 

... . 

Dinner with a Perfect Stranger 
by Davia Gregory 

Waterbrook Press, 2005 

would you do if you. received an invitation for 
from Jesus? 

.......... the dilemma facing Nick Cominsky, the pri
character in ·navid Gregory's new book Dinner 

a Perfect Stranger. Nick - although working 70 
weeks and seeing very little of his wife and 20-

daughter - decides to show up at the 
Qin·tea restaurant and see who among his friends is 

this practical joke. 
Nick discovers is that y.rhoever this 30-some

man in the blue business suit is, he's -playing the 
of Jesus "in such an unassuming way." After a few 

.utE~s of trying to figure out who this character is, he 
Jesus "am I supposed to kno~ you?" . To which 
replies, "That's a good question. I would say the 

h.vE~r is yes." Nick goes on to say that he's never met 
as far aS he can remember, and Jesus responds 

true." 
\\1u:n is the clever dialogue based on the ·p:r.emonition · 
if you had a c)lance to dine with Jesus what ·sort of 

would you ask Him? This is the point to 
Nick finally arrives when he decides to "play 
and just pretend that his dinner companion real-

Jesus. What he experiences is the most interesting 
he believes he's ever participated in and some 

about religion he's never heard talked about in or 
,ide church - although church is not really a part of 

it_was at one time when he was much younger 
~ his mother made him attend. 
lick's first question expresses his doubt with the fact 
! Jesus said "no one comes to the Father except by 

He is perplexed that different religions worship 
in so many ways and he doesn't understand how 
can just say He'~ the one and only w:ay. This brings 

H~u~»ru interesting discussion about various religions 
Jherr beliefs. Other questions concern God's disci-

hell and heaven, and the pathway to ~d. 
, 

book can be easily read in about an 4our, 
needs to be mulled over. Many of the answers to 
questions given by Jesus are well-crafted and 
with truth. For example, there's a discussion 

.r 
llt how good you have to be to really be good and how 
!h good is enough to get into heaven. During this 
ogue, Nick compares the goodness of Mother Teresa 
the evil of Adolph Hitler. He places himself slightly 

the dividing line of average between the two and 
towards Mother Teresa. 
addressing the comparison and the basic fact that 

;m.e:n are sinners, Jesus replies, "It doesn~t take hor-
. outward acts. For the universe, humanity's rebel
is moPe like cancer than like a heart attack. It isn't 

;s murder that destroys the world. It's selfishness, 
rint;m_e~nt, envy, prid~ - all the daily sins of tne heart. 

has to deal with the calilcer." 
n an interesting moment, Nick asks Jesus how to 
in touch with Him again, and Jesus takes one of 
k's bus·iness cards and writes Revelation 3:20 on it. 
en Nick gets ·home after dinner, he searches several 
Lutes for his Bible. When he finally finds it, he turns 
tevelation and reads: "Here I am! I stand at the door 
knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 

ill come in to him and will dine with him, and he 
J. me." -Ferguson is a correspondent for the Baptist 
' Reflector. 

TM 
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Funding missions in Tennessee 
and around the worJd 
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look to God for wisdom 
By Mark Brown sounded like had he been a slain-in

the-spirit charismatic. 
Focal Passage: Job 28:12-,19,23- I catapulted myself- no easy 

28 feat, mind you - from mid-way in 
Seminary and money. While they the truck down the ramp, across the 

might sit well together in that sen., patio, and into the kitchen in what 
tenee f:ragment, they do n:ot go well seemed about three steps. 
together in reality. At least they did- - Ralph was upright; his back 
n't when I _was a divinity school stl}.: rigid against the kitchen wall. At 
dent. A welcome opportunity to p~ck his feet and scattered about were 
up extra cash came along, so I brooms,· mops, and curtai:h rods. On 
jumped at the chance to help a the floor between him and the 
classmate move one of his friends spilled items was a long cardboard 
from the trailer the couple rented to tube that had contained the 
their first house. menagerie until the bottom fell out. 

There were three of us and we Ralph was still slammed to the 
worked to get the contents loaded wall, his mouth open dentist-wide, 
on a truck, paying little attention to and his bulging eyes fixated on a· 
what we were carrying until it double-barreled shotgun that some 
came to the heavy stuff. As for ninny had included in the tube with 

• 
boxes and such, we moved them the brooms and mops. When the 
with little regard for what they stock-end of the gun had butted 
were or what they might contain. against the floor, the dangerous end 
That's how we spent the morning of it just sort ofleaned back. It rest
and early afternoon; we grabbed ed against his chest with the bar
boxes, walked· the ramp into the. rels p0in.ted just under his quaking 
back of the truck, stacked them and chin. 
w:ent back for more. We got a bite to "Are you okay," I asked, stifling 
eat on the way to the new place, my laugh while moving the gun. (I 
hoping it all came off the truck eas- wondered why the packer of the 
ier than it went. tube thought sliding a 12-gauge in 

By the time we drove to their with the mops and brooms was a 
new house, mid-afternoon w~s good idea, but Ralph didn't need 
rolling toward evening. We quick- conversatio~, so I kept it to myself.) 
ened our pace, happy by the Ashen-faced, he mumbled, "All I 
thought of $40 each. We were really could think was, Where can I go but 
humming when I heard a sound I to the Lord?" 
will never forget. It wasn't a holler, Then Ralph took a break. 
and it was way more than a yelp. It Ultimately, Job was asking 
had notes and it had lilt. It was a . Ralph's question. His life had been 
man-scream. 

It came from Ralph, my buddy' 
who had arranged the job. I can't 
replicate his noise, much less spell 
it. Suffice it to say that it's what the 
iate Jerry Clower would have 

established on integrity. If it was 
right, be did it. If it wasn't right, he 
had no part of it. He also had plenty 
of stuff: cattle, sheep, servants, even 
children. I don't think Job had 
thought the two were connected, but 

Sunday xho<>l Le$SOn 

Family Bible Series 
Nov • .10 

Satan and Job's friends certainly 
did . 

Like the contents of that card
board tube, Job's life got shaken out 
and lay haph~zardly in front of 
him. He was left against the wall of 
pitiful existence with danger point
ed straight at him and nowhere to 
go. Nowhere but to the Lord. 

How mahy times have you faced 
deep loss or physical pain and 
wondered what becomes of those 
who face trouble without the belief 
that God still cares, that God 
understands what makes abso
lutely no sense to you, if God is 
still there? 

Job didn't have much. In fact, he 
didn't know nearly as much as he 
once thought he had knoWR. So he 
asked questions. In anger, anguish, 
and astonishment, Job asked ques
tions of God. That means that Job 
demonstrated his faith through the 
questions he asked. He didn't ask if 
God existed. He asked God where · 
He was in all of this junk. Job's 
faith remained. Had Job not been 
faithful, he would not have wanted 
to die; he just would have. 

The book of Job is not about the 
relationship of suffering to faithful
ness, b~t rather it's all about how 
faith fosters questions and, in turn, 
how questions nurture faith toward 
t~e grand objective, whieh is wis
dom. 0 - Brown is director of news 
and publications at Carson-Newman 
College and a member of First Baptist 
ChtJrch, Jefferson City. 

Adopted as -God's children 
By Kevin Shrum 

Focal Passage: Romans 8:15-27 
Adoption is a wonderful thing. 

A couple in a ~burch I pastored in 
Kentucky adopted the young boy 
of a woman unable and unwilling 
to care for him. On the day the 
adoption was finalized we cele
brated together ·_ an unwanted 
child had found a home! When G9d 
found us there was great rejoicing 
in heaven as we were adopted into 
the family of God (Luke 15:Uf.). 

The special status of the 
adopted, vv. 15-17 

God has adopted us into His 
family, the family of God. Adoption 
affords us a special status as a 
child of God. In fact, it is the Spir
it of God who activates adoption 
procedures as a person places his 
faith in Jesul? Christ as Lord and 
Savior. We are able then and only · 
then to call God "Abba, Father!" .Af3 
children we are heirs to all that 
God desires to give us in Jesus 
Christ. And even when we suffer 
we discover that our suffering as a 
child of God assures us that we 
will be glorified just as Jesus suf
fered as was glorified. 

The future glory of the 
, adopted, vv. 18-23 

Sin wrecked and ruined human 
nature and the natural world. The 
curses of Genesis 3:14-19 declare 

that 1) man is cursed, 2) woman is 
cursed, 3) Satan is cursed, and 4) 
the earth is cursed. In essence, · 
suffering visits all of these_ cate
gories. Even creation groans for 
redemption. Though we have been 
saved from the curse we must 
struggle with the effects of the 
curse in our flesh and in a sinful 
world. 

But we suffer and endure sin in 
hope, because the hope that we 
have is that in Jesus Christ we 
will be redeemed and the world 
will be rene:wed. One day we will 
be set free from the bondage of cor
ruption in the glorious freedom ·of 
God's children (v. 21). And what 
glory that will be! 

The certain hope of the 
adopted, vv. 24-25 

Hope is the anticipation of a 
thing that is looked forward to. 
Christian hope is the anticipation 
of the guarantee that what God 
says will come to pass. The Christ
ian anticipates final redemption, 
completeness in Jesus Christ, and 
the final culmination of all things 
in· Jesus Christ. Yet, because we 
have not seen these things come to 
pass as of yet, we eagerly wait for 
it with patience (v. 25). 

Living a life of hope requires 
faith. If hope is the anticipation of 
things to come, faith sustains hope 
by assuring the believer that the 

Sundc:Jy S<:h()-ol Lessot1 

Explore tha Sible 
Nov .. 20 

things hoped for are not just fanci
ful thoughts but actual realities 
yet to be experienced (Hebrews 
11:1-2). Hope combined with faith 
is made complete by love, the pre
eminent Christian virtue (I 
Corinthians 13:13). This is why 
faith, hope, and love are the essen-. 
tial characteristics of the company 
-of the adopted. 

The unique help given to the 
adopted, vv. 26-27 

Not only are we adopted into 
the family of God through a living 
hope, we are enabled and empow
ered to live for God by the power of 
the Holy Spirit because "the Spirit 
also joins to help in our weakness
es." Further, the Spirit Himself 
intercedes for us with unspoken 
groanings so that our praying is 
empowered and effectual. In other 
words, as adopted children of God 
we have hope, Holy Spirit power, 
and the assurance that God will 
hear our prayers even when we 
cannot speak or know how to artic
ulate our deepest hurts and 
heartaches. Praise God He adopted 
us! a - Shrum is pastor of Ingle
wood Baptist Church, Nashville. 

.... 
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lop ,.,$ 
Union news service 

JACKSON - Union Univer
sity has been included in the 
2005 edition of "America's 100 
Best College Buys," an annual 
report that evaluates academic 
quality and cost. 

The report is issued by Insti
tutional Research & Evaluation 
Inc., an independent research 
and consulting organization. 
The newest findings are based 
on the organization's 15th annu
al National College Survey. 

The research company com
piled its report from a survey of 
1,477 accredited U.S. colleges 
and universities that offer four
year undergraduate degree pro
grams and provide facilities for 
both room and board. Of the 
institutions surveyed, 1,044 
schools responded. 

To be considered for inclusion 
in the list of 100, a college or 
university must also have had 

on a 4.0 scale. ~ts average ACT 
was 24.3. Annual costs for 
tuition, fees, room and board 
average $22,260. 

Only about one third of the 
100 schools chosen in 2005 are 
privately funded. 0 

Pretedent set in 
defining 'parents' 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE- Ground has 
been broken in the realm of 
defining parentage in the context 
of new reproduction technologies 
after the Tennessee Supreme 
Court ruled Oct. 6 that a woman 
who gave birth to triplets con
ceived with their father's sperm 
and eggs donated by another 
woman had legal rights as a 
mother, even though she is not 
genetically related to them. 

The babies were born in 
2001, and Charles Galiwango .. 
and Cindy Culpepper lived 
together, sharing parenting and 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 

an entering freshman class in 
fall 2004 with a high school 
grade point average and/or ACT 
score equal to · or above the 
national averag~, .and an out-of- ... Colonial Heights Baptist Church, 
state attendance cost in 2005-06 108 Colonial ·Heights Rd., 
for two semesters below or not Kingsport, TN 37663, is seeking 
exceeding the national averag~ an associate pastor who is an 
by more than 10· percent. energetic, dynamic, seasoned 

Union's average grade point individual io provide leadership 
average for entering freshmen in the areas of education, evan
at the time of the survey was 3.5 . gel ism, and discipleship. Will 

have supervisory responsibilities 
for administrative and facilities 
maintenance staff. Reports to 
the senior pastor. Requires sem-

.,. inary training with a minimum of 

financial responsibilities, The 
Tennessean newspaper in 
Nashville reported. But when 
their relationship ended, a 
unique custody battle ensued. 

Legal scholars say the 4-1 
decision could be used in future 
cases involving nontraditional 

• 

~\>'Pate\ 

t,qui-ptnent 

parents, sach as homosexual decisions to grant Galiwa 
couples. and Culpepper joint CUitod 

"The woman is the chi.ld·s the children. with Culpei 
legal mother with all the rights. . listed as the primary cuatod 
and responsibilities of parent- Galiwango was granted v:U 
hood,'" Chief Justice Frank F. tion rights and ordered to 
Drowota ill wrote in the majori- child support, Th~ 1PnM&s 
ty opinion upholding earlier said. 0 
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G1asswate 

DiS\>osao\eS 

Lighting 
Janitoria\ 

.. 

Our proclucts are 
towarcl nteetlng the 
of churches. 

...... • 
EQUIPMENT, 
DISPOSABLES 

& APPAREL 
• • Great Pricing! 

• All prices In catalog 
• .Free shipping 
• Items in stock 
• 1 ·3 clay delivery 
• Orcler 24·houn 

a clay! 

TOLL FREE FAX 877•774·6462 
PLEASE PASS THIS PHONE NUMBER ALONG TO THE PERSON 
· WHO ORDERS YOUR KITCHEN EQUIPMENt & SUPPLIES. 

MMS Sale•, LLC • AHIIIate of Murclock MendeiHhn Co., Inc MINISTRY - STUDENT 
First Baptist Church, Hayti, Mo., 
is see~ing a full-time youth direc
tor. Please send resume to Youth 
Search Committee; c/o . First 
Baptist Church, 201 East Lin
coln, Hayti, MO 63851. 

5 years experience in the areas 
listed . above. Leadership and 
teamwork skills required. Send ' 
resumes to the church, attention 
Wayne Strong. 

-··- P. 0. Box 78128 • Na•hvllle, IN 37207 

• • •• • .... <4i •• ·~ ••• 

Snyder Memorial Baptist Church 
is seeking a full-time minister to 
youth. The position requires at 
least 5 years experience in stu
dent ministry and a semi
nary/divinity school degree. Sny
der Memorial, a CBF/SBC 
church, is located in Fayetteville, 
NC. Please send resume to 
Youth Search, SMBC, 701 West
mont Dr., Fayetteville, NC 28305 
or e-mail resume to larryd@ sny
dermbc.com. Check out 
www.snydermbc.com for more 
information about the church. 

........... !. . . . .. 
Growing church of 800+ in 
Orlando area seeking minister of . 
students, high school ministry 
focus. Desiring leader in biblical 
discipleship and sanctification. 
Send resume to Youth Ministry 
Search, 2354 Winter Woods 
Blvd., Winter Park, FL 32792. 

Clinch River Baptist Church of 
Lake City, Tenn., is seeking a 
dynamic, Christian leader of 
young people to fill the full-time 
position of minister of youth. 
Please mail resume to Kenny 
Clotfelter, 108 Redwood Rd., 
Clinton, TN 37716 or e-mail clot
felter@wmconnect.com. 

............. '!. . .. ~ 
• 

Mission-minded, Southern Bap-. 
tist. country church seeking a 
bivocational pastor; beautiful 
area, great opportunities to do 
God's work; 50 miles west of 
Nashville. Send resume tC? FBC, 
Pinewood, c/o Deborah Bout
well, 6794 Piney River Rd. N., 
Bon Aqua, TN 37025 or.e-mail to 
boutwell_ d@ bellsouth. net. ............. • • • • 
Bivocational pastor. If interested 
please ·send resume to Pastor 
.Search Committee, Calvary 
Baptist Church, 6252 Memphis 
Arlington Rd. , Bartlett, TN 
38135-2462 . 

• ••••••••••• • • • • 
W~st Shiloh Baptist Church is in 
search of a full-time pastor. 
Send resume to Pqstor Search 
Committee, 9881 Hwy. 142, 
Stantonville, TN 38379. 

MINISTRY - MUSIC 
Associate pastor of worship. 
Full-time, must be able to lead 
both contemporary and tradition
al styles of worship music. A 
desire to work with youth would 
be a big plus. Send resume to 
Gum Springs Baptist Church, 
Attn. Search Committee, 5270 
Marion Rd., Cunningham, TN 
37052. 

L EGE 

&rn Your J:legree On~ine 
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• Causes Benefited by TBF 

• 

Cooperativ~ Program 

College Scholarships 

Asso.ciations 

Estate Planning Services 

Woman's Missionary Union 

Carson-Newman College 

Union University 

Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes 

International Missions 

North American Missions 

Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Coopetativ:e Program Endowment 

WMU Endowment 

Management of Funds 

Church Building Loans 

Special Project Grants 

Seminary Scholarships 

Local TBC Churches -

Charitable Trusts 

Christian Women's Job Corps 

Belmont_ University 

Harrison-Chilhowee 

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes 

Lottie Moon 

Annie A.trmstrong 
, I 

Missions in 'Tennessee 

Baptist & Reflector Endowment 

Permanent Memorial Funds 

Approximately 150 Baptist Causes 

Estates 

' 

Income distributed Nov. 1, 2004 - Oct. 30, 2005 - $4,283,978 

~ -- . 

Reinvested _ 
$892~481 

21% 

Colleges & Universities 
$609,477 

Cooperative Program 
$346,021 . . 

Miscellaneous Baptist 
Causes 

6% Missions 
$258,638 

$483,853 

Scholarships 
$172,633 

Beneficiaries of Trusts 
$905,844 

14% 

Set•ving Tennessee BR-pt&sts Since 1938 

Benevolent Institutions 
$615,286 

Building a Strong Financial Foundation for Ministry and Missions 

t-800-SS2-4644, (61S) 371-2029 
www.tbfoundation.org 
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• McKnight Fite, 89, a 
retired Baptist pastor of Chat
tanooga died Oct. 22. A gradu
ate of Union University, J ack
son, and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas, he served sever
al churches in Ken tucky, 
Texas, and Tennessee. In Chat
tanooga, he was pastor of St. 
Elmo Avenue Baptist Church 
from 1955-1968. He also 
served on the Hamilton Coun
ty Baptist Association camp 
board in Chattanooga and the 
Baptist and Reflector board of 
directors. He served as pastor 
of Arlington Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, on the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation board of 
trustees, and the East Ten- . 
nessee Baptist Hospital, 
Knoxville, board. After retire
ment, Fite served several 
churches around Jefferson 
City on an interim basis. He is 
survived by his wife, Dorothy 
Nell Jernigan Fite; t\vo daugh
ters, and a son. 

Leaders 
• Tim Hale of Maryville · 

has been called as pastor, Bays 
Mountain Baptist Church, 
Kingsport. 

• Snort Creek B~ptist 
Church, Christiana, called F. 
Murray Mathis as pastor 
effective Nov. 1. He is retired 
pastor, Third Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro, and former Ten
nessee Baptist Convention 
president. 

LUDON SANDLIN, left, chairman of deacons, Highland Park Bap
tist Church, Lawrenceburg, receives a plaque from the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention from Ray Maynard, director of missions, 
Lawrence County Baptist Association, on the 50th anniversary of 
the church, which was celebrated recently James Lee, former pas

tor, preached during the morning worship Sf?rvice. 

+ Ron Blaydes, pastor of 
Ellejoy Baptist Church, Sey
mour, has resigned. 

+ · Jack Hitch, pastor of 
9ak Hill Baptist Church, 
Friendsville, has resigned. 

• Tom McLemore, pastor, 
West lYiaryville Baptist 
Chur.ch, · Maryville, has 
r esigned. 

+ Knox County Baptist 
Association, Knoxville, has 
called Tom Hodges of 
Maryville as Montgomery Vil
lage Baptist Center director. 
He comes to the Baptist cen
ter from Broadway Baptist 

. Church, Maryville, where he 
served as minister of educa-, 
tion for the past six years. He 
is a graduate of Western Ken~ 

tuc;ky University, Bowling 

. 
Green, Ky. He and his wife 
Rose Ann have four children. 

Churches 
• Cave Springs Mission

ary Baptist Church, Rogers
ville, recently dedicated its 
new building with afternoon 
services on Oct. 16. Tours of 
the building were provided 
along with a · media presenta
tion of the story of the new 
structure. 

+ Indi:an Springs Bap
tist Church, Kingsport, cel
ebrated its 50th anniversary 
on Nov. 6. 

Associations 
• Inaian Creek- Baptist 

Strong vvind damages Nevv Bethel in Paris 
Baptist and Reflector 

PARIS - Western District Baptist Association 
disaster relief chain saw teams responded Nov. 11 
with a work day to remove trees downed by 
straight-line winds Nov. 6 at Covenant Home 
Ranch, an independent outdoor mini$try camp here 
rw1 by local Christian businessmen and supervised 
by Brodie Swisher, a member of New Harmony 
Baptist Church here. 

Jim Twilbeck, Western District Association 
director of missions, reported that he received sev
eral phone calls Sunday morning, Nov. 6, from 

local residents reporting damage from a possible 
tornado. Twilbe~k said, both the Federal and Ten
nessee Emergency Management Agencie.s did 
assessments Nov. 7 on New Bethel Baptist 
Church, Paris, and at least five church members' 
houses and mobile homes were also damaged from 
the storm. . -

"The church is temporarily meeting at Chapel 
Hill Methodist Church, Paris, until insurance esti
mates are finalized," he added. 

"It looks like a possible tornado damaged the 
church and the homes. The church looks like a 
bomb went off in the inside with all the glass win

dows shattered and blown out, and the 
walls actually moved several inches. New 
Bethel Church's walls are. bowed out from 
the damage." 

National weather service out of Mem
phis reported at 2:30 a.m. Nov. 6 straight
line winds caused extensive damage just 
north of Paris. The winds at their peak 
were estimated to be near 120 mph cut
ting a path almost nine miles but not con
tinuous and 300 yards at its · greatest 
width. 

TEMA officials added tha't this weath
er system may have been a part of the 
killer weather system that made a path 
through Indiana and Kentucky on the 
same night. 

PASTOR JOHN BOWLES of New- Bethel Baptist Church, 
Paris, surveys the damage to the church by straight line winds 
on Nov. 6. 

Twilbeck reported that a team from 
Shady Grove Baptist Church, Paris, also 
responded in the community by helping 
clean up a yard. In addition, First Baptist 
Church, Paris', disaster relief chain saw 
trailer was on site at the ranch. 0 

TenneScene 

STEVE JEIT, center, signs an agreement at Hermitage Hills 

tist Church, Nashville, which will lead to an "adoption" betweer 
and his wife, Susan, to his right, and the church. The Jett~ 

International Mission Board missionaries to Germany Lookin 
are Poly Rouse, left, senior pastor, and Brenda Rogers o 
church. Beginning in the summer of 2006 Hermitage Hills pia, 
send teams every quarter of the year for the next five years . 

Association, based in 
Waynesboro, held its annual 
meeti-ng recently. Elected as 
officers were Joey 'Franks, pas
tor, Leatherwood Baptist 
Church, moderator; Lawrence 
Steiner, pastor, Grace Baptist 
Church, vice moderator; Linda 
Griggs, member, Ray's Chapel 

' 

Baptist Church, clerk; 
Gary Anderson , mer 
Philadelphia Baptist Ch 
treasurer. 

+ A team from Sull 
Baptist Associa1 
Kingsport, conducted 
ical missions work 
Nicaragua Nov. 5-12. 

THE LEADERSHIP TEAM of the Chilhowee Baptist Assoc 
Ministers Wives Fellowship, Maryville,. pause, IN PHOTO ,., ..... 
during an Oct .. 14-15 trip to Massachusetts and Connect/cUI 

team held two events for women and ministers wives. Tennes~ 
were, at bottom, Pelt Brown; SB'cond row, Glenda Thomas; tOJ 

from left, Sandie Hodges; Michelle Hearon; and Beth Armstn 

JOHN PERKINS, center, pastor, Southside Baptist Church, · 
son City, is honored by the church on Oct. 26 with a Pastor~ 

ciation Dinner and to celebrate his 70th birthday. A music pi[ 
was presented along with a devotional by the daughter of Pts 
Debra Scalf. Also participating were members of an Hispatic 
munity being ministered to by the church. 


