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> TBCH breaks ground for 
Knoxville facility. - Page 2 

>- About 200 New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Semi
nary students return t9 
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> Smoky Mountain Resort , 
Ministries reaches out to 
internationals. - Page 3 
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ministry upon retirement as 
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tiap Resources. - Page 4 
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NeW LifeWay web site honors Billy Graham 
By Brooklyn Noel 
LifeWay Christian Resources news service 

NASHVILLE - . When it comes to 
influential evangelicals, every list begins 
with Billy Graham. 

for 60 years he has traveled the world 
proclaiming the Word and acting as God's 
instrument in winning perhaps millions 
of souls for Christ. 

Now, in the twilight of Graham's hum
ble, yet monumental career, LifeW.ay has 
unveiled a web site dedica'ted to celebrat
ing his life and ministry. 

"We simply want to join people every
where to say 'thank you' to Billy G~aham 
for diligently proclaiming the Good News 
of Jesus Christ around the world," said ~ 
LifeWay President Thorn S. Rainer, who 
formerly served as dean of the Billy Gra
ham School of Missions, Evangelism, and 
Church Growth at Southern Baptist The
ological Seminary in Louisville, Ky. 

Life Way Christian Resources' n ew web 
site - www.lifeway.com/billygraham - is 
designed to honor "America's pastor" as · 
well as highlight the ever-changing face of 
a ministry -that continues despite its 
founders official retirement. 

Billy Crabam ~ Celebrating the Ministry of America's Pastor 
-~ . ....... , ·- <'' "' -·· 0 •••• ' ' ' ~-· ............,.. ... .,,, .. ,,, .......... ,., __ ,,, , , ,, , , , , .. , . , , ....... , N .. , ,,,,), , , ,,, . ---·•• • 
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IN JANUARY Life Way Chri~tian Resources launched this Billy Graham web site with the 
purpose of celebrating ~nd furthering ministry of "America 's pastor." The site includes 
photos, quotes, video tributes, and exclusive footage of the tribute statue currently in pro
duction. 

wide avenue for th e stories of Graham 
and his years of ministry to continue 
affecting people for Christ, Rainer said. 

At the web site, visitors can browse 
extensive resources, including a timeline 
of Graham's-life and ministry, numerous 
photos, key media coverage, and even a 
map showing the location of Graham's 

element of the site is its exclusive, behind
the-scenes look at the commissioned statue 
of Graham currently in production. ~ "The technology revolution has shrunk 

the world to a global village," Graham 
said in a 1995 · Global Mission: media 
update. "It is time for the church to utilize 
this technology to make a worldwide 
statement .that in the midst of chaos, 
emptihess, and despair, there is hope in 
the person of Jesus Christ." 

. more than 400 crusades and tours. 

"The site is a precursor to th~ unveiling 
9f the Billy Graham statue in June," 
McClure said,.noting th e 17 -foot tall trib
. ute will be introduced at the SBC annual 
meeting in Green sboro, N.C., in June and 
then tran$ported to its final presentation 
in Nashville. 

The web site offe:r:s a simple yet world-
Gary McClure, manager of marketing in 

Life Ways e-business group, said one special - See New, page 3 

Mansfield native featured in Lucado ·book 
By Tim Ellsworth 
For Baptist and Reflector 

JACKSON - When Lori 
Neal came to Union University 
as a freshman, she wasn't sure 
what she wanted to do wi_th her 
life. Maybe something sports
related. After all, she came to 
Union on a softball scholarship. 

Lucado wrote about Neal, 
who through the Discovering 
My Design assessment realized 
her gifts and how she could use 
them for God's glory. · 

"Within three years the con

deal out of God," to which Neal 
gave two answers. 

"The art world has few J esus 
followers," Neal said. ''When I 
do my best, they notice, not just 
me, but my Lord." 

Neal also told about working 
at a rehab center one summer, 
when one of her jobs was to 
draw pictures on balloons for 
handicapped children. 

"When the work of my hands 
.makes little girls smile, that's 
where my heart is," Neal said. 

C-N holds groundbreaking ceremony 
Carson-Newman College held a ceremonial groundbreaking Jan. 
20, for the Blye-Poteat Building, which will hfJuse the College's 
Family and Consumer Sciences Division. The edifice will honor 
one of its benefactors, Kingsport businessman John Poteat. The 
building, C-N's first academic building since the 1980 construc
tion of the Tarr Music Center facility, wm help expand the westeln 
edge of campus, joining Appalachian Commons, a residence 
hall complex erected in 2002. The building shares the name of 
two benefactors: the late Gertrude Blye, of Knoxville, and 
Kingsport businessman John Poteat. Poteat, seated, is thanked 
by David Nowell. senior vice president for advancement, as C-N 
President James Netherton and Poteat's daughter, Betty 0 /ds, 

But an evaluation she com
plete_d during her college years 
pointed her instead to a career 
in art. Now s!le's completing a 
master of fine arts degree from 
the University of Georgia. 

"I'm one of fQ.e only Chris
tians in my program," Neal 
said. "Just to be able to be very 
confident in who I am and who 
(God) made me to be gives me 
the confidence to go out into a 
dark world." 

Neal's story caught the 
attention of bestselling Christ
ian author Max Lucado, who 
included a section about her in 
his latest book, Cure for the 
Common Life. 

fu sed, soft
b a ll-playing 
freshman was 
a focused and 
recognized 
college sen
ior," . L-ucado 
wrote. "The 
prestigious 
' C e r a m i c s NEAL 
"Monthly' pub-
lishe<J her writings, and the 
world's premier ceramic school, 
Alfred University, invited her to 
study on their campus." 

Neal spent one year study
ing at Alfred before transfer
ring to Georgia. 

Lucado told of his conversa
tion with Neal, in which she 
described her passion for her 
art work. He asked how a 
career in art can "make a big 

A 2002 Union graduate and 
native of Mansfield, Neal will 
complete her master's oegree in 
May. She and her fiancee, Clay 
Nolen, a 1999 Union graduate, 
will then move back to West 
Tennessee. 

Neal doesn't yet know what 
the next chapter in her life will 
hold, but she is sure of one 
thing. 

"God gave me all of these 
_gifts, and it's my gift to give 
back to Him, to use my gifts for 
.IDs purpose," she said. 0 
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NOBTS stullents 
return to tampus 
Baptist Press 

NEW ORLEANS - Calling 
it a great day of triumph and 
victory, New Orleans Baptis t 
Theological Seminary President 
Chuck Kelley welcomed stu
dents back to the main campus 
J an. 23. 

After five long months away, 
about 200 students participated 
in a "wefcome back" lunch on 
the first day of classes . Also 
among those in attendance 
were 17 new NOBTS students. 

The return of class~s to New 
Orleans marked the most sig
nificant milestone to date in the 
seminary's efforts to recover 
from Hurricane Katrina. The 
storm and subsequent levee 
failures inundated much of the 
campus with water in late 
August, forcing a complete evac
uation. 

"It's good to have you back," . 
Kelley told the commuter stu 
dents at a special red beans and 
rice lunch. "Welcome to 'Camp 
New Orleans' - lots of uncer
tainty, lots of limitations - but 
God is here. 

"People literally all over the 
world know your challenges and 
they are praying for you," he 
said. 

The first signs of normalcy 
returned to the main campus 
earlier in January when a num
ber of seminary offices 
reopened. The president's office, 

, library, dean of students/cam
pus life office and clinic were 
among the offices reopening 
Jan. 11 in New Orleans. 

The remaining offices, tem
porarily housed at the semi
nary's Atlanta-area campus, are 
expected to return to New 
Orleans later this spring when 
telephone and Internet services 
are more stable. 

Normal campus operations 
and classes will resume on the 
main campus in August. How
ever, seminary officials remain 
optimistic that student housing 
will be ready for the start of 
summer workshop classes in 
May. 0 

NBC tantels show 
Baptist Press 

LOS ANGELES - NBC's 
foray into irreverent religion 
ended Jan. 23with the cancella
tion of "The Book of Daniel" 
after three episodes. 

The show's most outspoken 
critic, Donald Wildmon, founder 
and chairman of the American 
Family Association , celebrated 
the news that low ratings, a 
dwin dling roster of sponsors, 
and r eluctan t affiliates had 
taken a toll on the show that 
spotlights an Episcopal priest 
and his family in various quag
mires of promiscuity, homosexu
ality, alcoholism, · and drug 
abuse. 

"NBC's decision to pull The 
Book of Daniel shows the power 
of t he . pocketbook," Wildmon 

na ional I s a e n s 

TBCH breaks ground in Knoxville 
Executive staff members from Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes held a groundbreaking cer
emony Jan. 22 at the site of the new Knoxville location, located off of Oak Ridge Highway, just 
behind Grace Baptist Church. The groundbreaking event celebrated the establishment of the 
McGlothin Home, the seventh residential care center for the TBCH ministry. In 2002, TBCH 
received an appro imate $2,500,000 bequest from the estate of Elmer and Kathleen McGlothin 
who resided in the Strawberry Plains community in northeast Kno~ County. This gift has enabled 
the Children's Homes to establish a permanent place of ministry in Knoxville. Participating in the 
ceremony were, from left, Ted McGlothlin, executor of the McGlothlin estate; Mike Ragsdale, 
Knoxville · mayor; Walter Taylor, director of missions, Knox County Baptist Association; Bryant 
Millsaps, TBCH president; Heather Reynolds, houseparent on Chattanooga campus who will 
serve as house mother at the Knoxville facility; Ron Stewart, pastor, Grace Baptist Church; Brad 
Roberts, chairman of the TBCH board of trustees and member of Grace; and Bob Segrest, East 
Tennessee regional vice president. 

wrote to supporter s via AFNs 
web site. "Because of your 
efforts, the sponsors dropped 
the preogram." 

Wildmon thanked the 
678,394 individuals who e
mailed NBC and the thousands 
who called and e-mailed their 
local affiliates. 0 

NAMB missionary 
found dead 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. 
Michael H. Flake, 32, director of 
resort ministries in the north 
Georgia mountains for the 
North American Mission Board, 
was found dead J an. 27 in 
Helen, Ga. 

Details about the cause of 
death were not released by 
NAMB. 

Flake is survived by his v.jfe, 
Natalie, and one daughter, Jor
janne. 0 

Virginia Senate 
• passes mGrr•age 

amendment ' 
Baptist Press 

RICHMOND, Va. - Vir
ginia's Senate easily passed a 
proposed cons titutional mar
riage amendment Jan. 25, virtu
ally assuring that voters t here 
will have a say on the issue of 
"gay marriage" this November. 

The Senate passed the 
amendment on a bipartisan 
vote of 28-11, with five Democ
rats joining 23 Republicans in 
supporting it. The amendment 
now goes back to the House of 

Delegates, which had passed 
the amendment 76-20 in early 
January. The Senate did n'ot 
change the text of the amend
ment itself, although it did 
tweak a companion bill t hat 
deals with the ballot language 
and voting date. 

Assuming the House once 
again passes it, Virginia would 
become the fifth state to put a 
marriage amendment on •the 
ballot for 2006. Alabama is set 
to vote on an amendment in 
June, and South Carolina, 
South Dakota, 8J!d Tennessee 
are scheduled to vote on amend
ments in November. 

The amendment would be 
added to Virginia's Bill of 
Rights, which were written by 
George Mason and adopted in 
June 1776 - days before Amer
ica declared its independence. 
Virginia's Bill of Righ ts, then 
known as the Declaration of 
Rights, was the first bill of 
rights in the nation and served 
as a model for America's own 
Bill of Righ ts, adopted in 1791. 

While the amendment bans 
"gay marriage," it also bans Ver
mont-style civil unions and Cal

.ifornia-style domestic partner
ships. 0 

Mideast peate 
protess in danger 
Baptist Press 

JERUSALEM - A radical 
Islamic party classified by the 
United States as a terroris t 
organization committed to the 
destruction of I srael won a 
landslide surprise victory in 
Palestinian parliamentary elec
tions Jan. 25, casting doubt on 

wheth er the Mideast peace 
process will proceed. 

Nearly 78 percent of the 1.3 
million eligible voters cast bal
lots during the first Palestinian 
parliamentary election since 
1996 when Yasser Arafat and 
his Fatah party solidified their 
power. 

Preliminary official r esults 
released by the Palestinian 
Central Elections Commission 
Jan. 26 indicated that Hamas 
won 76 seats and Fatah won 43 
in the 132-seat Palestinian Leg
islative Council. The remaining 
seats went to smaller parties 
and independents. Final results 
ar e expected in one or two days. 

Palestinian Prime Minister 
Ahmed Queria and his cabin et 
res_igned not long after the polls 
closed when it appeared Hamas 
would gain at least the 67 seats 
needed for a majority in the new 
parliament. 

President George W. Bush 
said the United States will not 
negotiate with Hamas toward 
Middle East peace unless the 
party renounces violence . 

ur don't see how you can be a 
partner in peace if you advocate 
the destruction of a country as 
part of your platform," he said 
during a news conference at the 
White House Jan. 26. 

Hamas, which was formed 
nearly 20 years ago and is con
s idered by Europe and Jsrael as 
well as the United States to be a 
terrorist group, was formerly 
known as the Is lamic Resis
tance Movement. Hamas has 
carried out nearly 60 suicide 
bombings in Is rael since a 
Palestinian uprising broke out 
more than five years ago, 
according to Reuters. 
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moky ~ountain Resort Ministries reach internationals 
Marcia Knox ,. 

~oUst arrd-Reflector: 

. TLINBURG - Smoky 
tain Resort Miillstries, 

levier County Baptist Associ
ttion, and F irst Baptist 
~hu.rch here recently hosted 
10 international employees of 
)ber Gatlinburg Ski Resort 
nd Amu~ement Park for a 
oup dihner, according to mis

Bill Black of the North 
• 

Ulile:rlcan Mission Board. 
• • 

u "Ober GatlinblWg was the 
' . 

httsiness to use interna-
employees in the area," 

aid Black. "Now more employ
rs are using them in Ten
tessee such as Gaylord Enter
ainment and also other states . 
1ith · amusement parks such 
. s Six Flags." 

According to Black, the 
nternational college students 
re being hired through an 
nternational · temporary 
mployment agency which 
ffers summer jobs to help stu
.ents learn English and make 
orne mon~y. . 

Gatlinburg Chamber of 
!omnierce and the local State . . 
~mploymEmt Security Office 
ave no figures as to how 
aany puernational students 
:1ay work in the area, but 
orne estimate there may be as 
1.any as 1;500. 

Kathy Doyle, marketing 
irector for Ober Gatlinburg, 
aid there are about 100 inter
raj·. tional employees who come 
t . 

h 

from South America during 
the winter months and about 
60 from Europe who come dur
ing the summer. 

"The . kids actually pay to 
come work here," said Black. 
"We have a global economy in 
the nation. God is bringing in 
the world tourists, and now we 
are getting the international 
employees. 

"Their needs are the same 
with spiritual, social, cultural, 
and ·physical concerns," noted 
Black. "SMRM is there to pro
vide information, transporta
tion, local customs, and devel
op _ relationships. We use these 
entrance points to bring them 
into the presence of God in 
Christ. 

"It's great when interna
tional students walk into 
churches carrying our Bibles. 
Anytime. they can do a group 
activity th ey are for it. We see 
decisions, and we see great 
movements," _added Black. 
''Most of the students return · 
back to their countries, become 
very active in their local 
churches, and grow stronger in 
their e'Wll faiths." 

During the fellowship din
n er Black said "there was 
great energy as we enjoyed fel
lowship with Ober employees 
from Brazil, Argentina, Peru, 
Costa Rica, and Poland." 

He noted the students 
also expr essed appreciation 
for the Bibles · they were 
given both ih their own Ian-

BILL BLACK, left, and Scott Capshaw of Smoky Mountain Resort 
Ministries lead a wqrship service at Ober Gatlinburg. - Photo by 
Brian Burns 

guage and in English . 
John 3:16.was read .in every 

language represented · at the 
meal. 

Scott Capshaw, chaplain at 
Dollywood and assistant direc
tor of SMRM through the Sevi
er County Association, shared 
how beautiful God's love is in 
every language and how God 
lov.es each person individually. 

First Baptist Church prp
vided the setting, many volun
teers, and much of the food for 
the dinner. Other Sevier Coun
ty Association churches also 
helped with the meal as did 
Kim Margrave, volunteer mis
sions specialist for· the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, 
who provided refreshments . 

from each country. 
Noting SMRM's intercul

tural dinners a:Q.d other servic
es, Doyle praised SMRM's 
work with their international 
employees and their guests. 

"SMRM is an asset for our 
Ober guests and for all of our 
employees," said Doyle. 

In addition to SMRM's 
intercultural gatherings like 
th e international student fel-

~ 

lowship dinner s, SMRM offers 
Bible devotionals for all Ober 
employees on Sunday morn
ings before t~e mountain 
opens at the Resort Lodge. 
SM~M volunteers also serve 
as year round chaplains to 
Ober employees, teach Conver
sational English classes in the 

Ober r estaurant, and work 
· with intercultural employee 

Issues . 
SMRM also runs vans for 

the international students 
from their housing and work 
areas to shopping areas, 
chu~ches, and other attrac
tions. The SMRM van s are 
manned by volunteers. 

Brian Burns, a SMRM local 
volunteer, student at Union 
University, and a member of 
First Baptist Church, Gatlin
burg, drives a SMRM van r~g
ularly to bringsstudents from 
Brazil and Peru on Sunday 
nights to First Church, Gatlin
burg. 

Burns, who is called to mis
sions, says h e returns each 
year to serve with SMRM, 
because it has the largest com
prehensive, organized evan
gelism outreach to interna
tional students working in a 
resort setting. 

· SMRM is launching a new 
ministry to international stu
dents with - addition of a 
NAMB USC-2er in the sum
mer. 

"SMRM is seeking ways to 
mip.ister to international stu
dents who are employed ~n the 
community," said Capshaw. 

"There is now a greater 
need to minister to interna
tional students, because they 
are showing up more as work
ers in the community· includ
ing the campground areas," he 
added. 0 
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- Continued from page 1 
While the site· offers plenty 

of content detailing Graham 
through the eyes of others, via 
video testimonies, there are 
also multiple resources that 
allow Graham to speak for him
self. 

"One Message, Many De
cades" is a three-minute video 
unique to the site that depicts 
Graham through the years as 

· he proclaims his cent~al mes
sage of Jesus Christ. 

This video captures some of 
his finest visual moments of 
teaching, but the "Quotable 
<J-raham" portion of the site 
records some of Graham's most 
memorable statements. 

From sw·prisingly profound 
one-liners to longer yet simply 
stated proclamations, Graham's 
words reflect the story of his 
life's work. 

During the International 
Congress of Itinerant Evange
lists in 1983, Graham said in 
his address, "We, too, need to 
explore every legitimate 
method for reaching our world 
for Christ. New challenges call 
for new methods and new 
strategies." 

McClure said he believes 
LifeWay's new site celebrating 
Graham is just one example of 

the type of "new methods and 
new strategies" to whicli 
Graham refened more than 20 
years ago. 

A h allmark of Graham's pio
neering impact has been his 
willingness to embrace and 
leverage the technology of the 
day - initially radio, followed 
by film, television, and satellite 
extension of his worldwide cru
sades. 

"Throughout his ministry, 
Dr. Graham has always been 
progressive in utilizing every 
means possible to reach as 
many people as possible with 
the gospel message. And God 
has honored his faithfulness," 
said Larry Ross, director of 
media and public relations for 
Graham for the past 25 years. 

"As his personal involvement 
in the work of the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association is 
tapering off due to age and 
health," Ross added, "it is excit
ing to see how Dr. Graham's 
writings and emerging tech
nologies - such as· pod casting, 
Internet resources, and media 
archives - will continue to ex
tend his unique ministr] influ
ence to future generations, fur
ther establishing his legacy as 
the greatest evangelist of the 
modern era." 0 

• 
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Millions of people waif for Cltristians to sltare His story 

9 e sr 
co 

By James T. Drape r Jr. 

Editor's Note: Jimmy Draper 
retired Jan. 31 after 15 years as 
president of LifeWay Christian 
Resources. I have enjoyed know
ing Dr. Draper over the years. 
While we may not have always 
agreed on every issue, I have 
found him to be open and fair 
with the media. He has always 
been willing to talk to Baptist edi
~~b~h "onthereoo~" and~ff 
the record." I admire and respect 
t'lis candor and honesty. Dr. Drap
er has truly done his part in telling 
God's story to people all over the 
nation and world during his min
istry. - Lonnie Wilkey 

A number of years ago as I 
was coming out of Old Town 
Mombasa, Kenya, our team saw 
an old blind man feeling h is way 
along a wall across the street. 
We went to him and shared the 
gospel. When we finished he 
asked, "If this is true, why have 
you waited so long to tell me?" 

That question ,has driven II).e 
ever since to see beyond my lit
tle world and see the people of 
the world with whom God has 

sent us to share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. 

A chapter of my life ends 
(Jan. 31) when I retire as presi
dent of LifeWay Christian 
Resources, ending 55 years of 
full-time ministry. It has been 
quite a story written by a Great 
Savior. H e has given · my life 
meaning beyond what I could 
ever have imagined. He took 
this mischievous, skinny kid 
growing up in some small towns 
and churches in Arkansas and 
Texas and literally took me 
around the world. I feel like He's 
let me peek behind the curtain 
to see all He's doing to redeem 
His people, and it's amazing. 
What a privilege it's been to 
serve . . 

This past year I've reflected a 
lot on my time at LifeWay and 
on my time in ministry. So many 
people and so many opportuni
ties come to mind, it leaves me 
humbled and shaking my head 
thinking "Wow!" I'm over
whelmed by a gratitude that 
consumes my soul. 

My beautiful bride of 50 
years, Carol Ann, has in every 
way been t he essence of a 
Proverbs 31 woman. "She is far 
more precious than jewels." She 
has indeed honored me with 

• 
good all the days we've been 
together. I believe only God can 
fully probe the depths of my 

' ' 

\ 

heart and understand the grati-
• 

tude I have for the life partner 
He gave to me. 

My other partners are my 
children. I've got great kids. I 
think back over all the times 
we've shared and I can't imagine 
the joy I would have missed 
without the three of them. We've 
had great times as a family. Just 
thinking about some of the 
stunts they've pulled or jokes 
they've played on me gives me a 
chuckle. I couldn't be any more 
proud of the godly adults they've 
become. Their spouses are our 
children, too, and the grandchil
dren are ... well, just grand! 

Of course, ministry is not a 
job done in · a vacuum. I praise 
God for the co-laborers I've had 
these 15 years in our Life Way 
trustees and employees. Paul 
writes to the Philippians: "I give 
thanks to my God for every 
remembrance of you, always 
praying with joy for all of you in 
my every prayer because of your 
partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now" (Philip
pians.1:3-5, HCSB). · 

The Southern Baptist Con
vention has been blessed by God 
t o do His work . It isn't the 
denomination itself that is great 
- it's the people in it. I've been 
blessed to work with the gifted 
leadership partners found at 
other SBC entities. Never has 

the SBC bad stronger or more 
gifted leaders. I think of the 
state executives and directors of· 
missions and associationallead
ers scattered across our rountry, 
many serving in out-of-the-way 
places. I love them because they 
labor not~ for recognition but to 
fulfill their calling of God. 

Pastors, you are my heroes. 
All I ever wanted to do was be 
faithful to my ca11ing as pastor of 
a local church. It is the highest 
calling in the world. You have a 
tough job in today's culture, but 
you have the most important job 
this side of heaven. God has 
called you to a special and hard 
place of service. You have never 
been far from my thoughts and 
prayers in what we've done here 
at LifeWay. 

As a pas~OI~ the Lotd has 
allowed me to be caretaker for 
His bride. I th ink of people with 
whom I've served on staff and 

• 
the thousands of people who've 
been members of the churches of 
which I've been pastor, and . I 
pause in overwhelnling grati
tude. What great folks. I have 
been far more blessed by these 
churches than they have been 
blessed by me. How each of the 
places I've served has given me 
such great joy. 

I've spent quite a bit of time 
over the past two years talking 
to "younger leaders." These are 

-

'' 
• 

men :md womt'n " ho to' t' J 
are willing to go to thl .. 
places for the gostx'l'::> :-.\kl' 
have the creath·ity to fini~r 
work. These youug<>r folk~ 
energized and enc:ourngNl 
The future oflhe SouthPrn 
tist Convention is bnght. T 
are tremendous lead~rs ro1 
into maturity and they nre 
promise of our future. 

Finally. I an1 tromendo 
grateful for Thorn RaiRer. I 
no part in choosing m)t sue 
sor; the trustees did tha_t. Bt 
I survey the denomiqnti• 
landscape I can think of no o 
leader so uniquely qualifie• 
lead LifeWay into the future 
is a man of tremendous gifts. 
also a man of deep characte1 

I am retiring from this pl 
of ministry but the old Keny 
question echoes in my mind 
this is true, why have you w 
ed so long to tell me?" I'm s 
he'd heard many stories in 
life but none like the story 
shared. Millions more wait 
one of us to share the stor j 
His story - with them. 

The best way I know 
express my gratitude to Je 
for the life He's written for m 
to be faithful in my relations · 

· to Him. From that I'll ne 
retire as I look forward to • 
day being promoted into 1 
presence. 0 

• 

Proverbs 22:7 

Godhasapl 
• 

tor vour monevl 
Financial Peace University is a 

13-week small group study designed 
to teach God's way of handling money. 

• 30-60% of attendees are unchurched 
• Biblically-based curriculum 
• Taught by Dave Ramsey via vide~ 
• Great for small groups 
• Equips famil ies & individuals to: 

• Eliminate debt, save for future 
• Give like never before 

Call today@ 8U-318-266ltor a FREE preVieW lila 
or visit DaveRamsey.com/fpu/church 
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, Our Heavenly Father cares about our stewardship of 'stuff' 
>love 
~ the 
l's sake 
O UlU~Inl 
·folks 
lraged 
tthern 
ight. 

cart 

By James Porch 

Stuff is an excellent word. 
specifically, stuff encom

passes the total essence of 
.lllt!Ilaot Christian stewardship. God 

,~.uc:luoo all stuff. Creation is about 
, His stuff. The Eden assign

liloout- from God encompasses 
b\an and woman's responsibili
cy to take care of God's creat~d 

UiUlDteCU~tuff. In addition, God be
.................... d to all gen~rations 

afte~ Adam and Eve His ongoing 
tract~erJ ~xpectation that folks through 

the centuries would take care of 
----., .. His stuff. Evidently, mankind 
lUUl(lt :orgot to honor the Father 's 

pla:n. you 
'I'm 
ies in 
story 
wait 

Today our abandonment of 
;he dimension of need and 
p1faithfulness to His purpose 

Missing. the point 
I feel I must respectfully dis

gree with Mike Jones in his let
, er in the Jan; 11 issue where he 

:f(ers his "two cents worth" (his 
votds} iloncerning the debate of 
~hristmas Day services and deem 
.hem as not worth "two cents:" 
3ut, nor were those of the write!" 
le refers to in the letter "Answers 
o God" in the Dec. 21 issue. 
- Having reviewed both letters, 
• 

111ow me to add his opinions 
~der the same heading. I do so 
•• • .. 

has given birth to four big prob
lems - abundance, mainte
nance~ distribution, and waste. 
Allow me to mettle with each a 
bit. In an attempt to soften the 
blows I will be confessional. 

Abundance 
Abundance prevails in the 

American lifestyle, mainly in 
the sense of hoarding. Even a 
quick glance around my home 
place easily raises the question: 
What, when, and how do we 
make use of all this stuff? 
Admittedly, I see occasionally 
and even once used stuff I don't 
even remember buy;ing, borrow
ing, or even receiving as a gift. 
Maybe I am a victim of the stuff 
genie. So I proceed to the next 
question: Why do we . keep all 
this s~uff? Notice that I have 
moved to the "we" section of this -announcement. I would never 
think of excusing my wife from 
this _exercise in frust.ration. 

-Moving on in a more redemptive 
fashion I plead my case for keep-
ing stuff for convenience, or that 

because both writers, with all 
their holistic rhetoric, miSs the 
point regarding the matter of 
whether or net a church, claiming 
to · be Christian, should have at 
least an hour of congregational 
worship when Christmas falls on 
a Sunday. 

The main point to be consid
ered, and apparently overlooked 
or discarded, is the matter of the 
church's testimony. What does it 
say to a watching world concern
ing us who worship God through 
Jesus Christ? We emphasize our 

"' need that thing right now" 
occasiOn. 

Maintenance 
Maintenance means that if I • 

keep stuff, will I take care of it? 
An overload of unused or seldom 
utilized stuff requires space. An 
often used. marketing point in 
real estate is "this house has 
~xtra storage space for stuff." 
Well time passes and the dust, 
grit and grime, and muck and 
mire accumulates and one day 
the sad questi.on prevails: What 
do I do with this stuff now? Deci-
sion time. Sorting time. Memo
ries and emotions kick in. And 
at least one additional question 
invades the brain: "What if I 
need this stuff later on?" And 
around and around you go won
dering who kept all this stuff. I 
think now is the appropriate 
point to argue a case for stew
ardship of time. Time spent in 
keeping up · all. the stuff can 
become incarcerating. I become 
kept by what you claim to keep. 

· In addition, time usually erodes 

l e 
great love for Him as our Savior 
and declare Him to be our Lord. 
Should we the_n "take the day off" 
on the day of the year we have set 
aside to celebrate His birth or not? 
We claim that Christmas and 
Easter are the two "high days" of 
Christ's church. Will our conduct 
match our claim? Some have 
deterniined that it doesn't matter 
what it says to the watching world 
and. had no congregational wor
ship. Others chose to have at least 
one hour for worship for those and 
other reasons. 

Gain an understanding of generational poverty and learn ways to move people out of poverty. 

~ ? Wednesday, March 15, 2006, 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
~? Brunswick Baptist Church east of Memphis, Tennessee 

,. 
Cost is $30. 

No refunds after 
March 1. 

Lunch and box supper are 
included. 

Affinity groups will meet 
from 5:30 • 6:30 p.m. with 

box supper to discuss how to 
apply what we have learned 

to ministry. 

This information and regis
tration form is also available 
at www.riverministry.com. 

Registration Form 
Please copy and complete registration form and send with check to: 

Mississippi River Ministry, P. 0. Box 19247, Springfield, IL 62794-9247. 

• 

Nrune ________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Addres 

Qty --------------==------!State ______ Zip code ---------

Phone E-mrul ~· ------------------
Check one affinity group you will anend. Q Christian Women·s Job Corps/Other job skills 0 Pastors 

0 Hunger/Food Ministry 0 Chaplains 0 Educators/Literacy Missions 0 Other 

Q Health, Pregnancy, and Substance Abuse Ministries 
Upon receipt of registration, you will receive directions and hotel information. 

most stuff. Finally, when dispos
al day arrives a light breaks m 
and I realize I have become the · 
curator of junk. Jesus' earthly 
ministry proclaimed a freedom 
from stuff and such liberty 
assisted Him in focusing His 
time and love upon people. 

Distribution 
Distribution faces me with 

the dilemma of the "haves" and 
the "have nots." Absolutely, this 
offering promotes no case for 
equality of stuff. Some folks 
have stuff I do not want and I 
have stuff nobody else needs. 
Nevertheless, for a moment let's 
address the issue of .disparity of 
stuff. What in my repertoire 
could I relinquish to benefit 
another person or · persons? 
Quite possibly my ownership of 
an item should be limited to a 
season and then passed on to 
another qualified user. My free
dom to pass stuff on and turn 
loose of possession honors the 
biblical teachi.D.g th_at every
thing ultimately belongs to our 

Heavenly Father. 
Waste 

Eventually I must face this 
reality. Amassing any amalga
mation of stuff can lead to the 
possibility of junk. My, my -
how time can change valuable 
commodities to litter. As time 
goes - by, life changes, needs 
change, perspective shifts, and 
yesterday's precious what not, 
essential tool, or memorable toy 
just doesn't fit into todafs life 
plans and so once again th~ 
trash can or dumpster becomes 
a temporary home for my stuff 
on the way to the land fill. 

A range of emotions will 
emanate from this article. They 
include humor, guilt, anger, and 
at least a few "it is none of your 
business what I do with my 
stuff." True. But my Heavenly 
Father, having an overall inter
est in mY, whole life, cares about 
me and my stewardship of my 
stuff. 0 - Porch is executive 
director/treasurer of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. 

~d1 i"rr 
Some declared to me that no 

one, or not many, would come. Still 
the church I attended had ail over
flowing attendance and had to 
'bring out additional seating. 

I personally believe that the 
church should have at least one 
hour set aside for worship on such 
occasions, even if it is thought Il,O 

' . one will come. That should not 
even be considered. A time of wor
ship should be available for them 
who might choose to come. But, in 
failing to do so, the church has not 
committed the "unpardonable 
sin." However, it will definitely say 
something to those on the outside 
who are watching those on the 
inside. 

Every chuFch has a testimony. 
Hopefully, our decisions will 
always be those that reflect the 
greatest honor to God, in and 
through, Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior. 

Johnny Miller 
Dickson 37055 

Sending messag.e 
As a first-time writer I want to 

respond to Mike Jones' letter in 
the Jan. 11 issue regarding his 
answer to "Answer to God" in the 
Dec. 21 issue. 

He concluded his letter with 
four questions on the issue of 
going to church on Dec. 25 or not 
gomg. 

Any or all of those questions 
could have been the reason to 
have services but those who 
choose not to missed a wonderful 
opportunity to be a witness t.o the 
secul¥ world who is always look
ing for occasions to point fingers 
at Christians. 

It may have been hectic in 
many households for families to 
attend, but for those who did I 
think there was a strong message 
to the unchurched which said, 
"There is nothing more important 
on this day, Jesus' birthday, than 
to celebrate His coming to earth to 
live and die for me - a sinner 
redeemed by His blood." 

Betty Moore 
Nashville 37215 

Thanks 
I am writing to say thank you 

for all the assistance given by Ten
nessee Baptists after Hurricane 
Katrina. You came to the rescue of 
people in the Cypress Shores com
munity of Mobile, Ala. The work 
was hard, the hours were long, the 
beds were often uncomfortable, but 
the food and fellowship ~e~e ·great. 

B~cause of your sacrificial giv
ing of time, talents, truckloads of 
supplies. and financial resources, 
we were able to meet most of the 
needs in our co:punv.nity. 

Thank you again. It is a joy to 
be part of the body of Chril)t. 

Randy Johnson, pastor 
Cypress Shores Baptist 

Church, Mobile, AL 36619 

Choice servants 
What a privilege it has been to 

serve as pastor advisor to the Fel
lowship of Tennessee Baptist 
Evangelists this past year. Second 
to serving as pastor at First Bap
tist Church, Trimble, this is among 
my greatest honors and privileges. 

It is my deep conviction that 
often we either ignore or forget 
that the evangelist is a gifted per
son to the church just as. pastors, 
teachers, and others. Ephesians 
4:11 says, And He Himself gaue 
some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pas
tors and teachers. 

We may not agree with all the 
tactics and modes of operation of 
all evangelists, but when it comes 
to the Tennessee Baptist evangel
ists, I truly believe their hearts to 
be right and their earnest desire 
to see people come to Christ. I 
know many of our state evangel
ists and know them to be great 
men of God who desire to see peo
ple saved and the church revived. 

It is my personal conviction to 
use a full-time evangelist at least 
once every year. 

Please pray for our evangelis ts 
and use them in your church as 
often as the Lord leads. 

William P. Oakley 
Trimble 38259 

• 



''Building healthy churches e1npowered by the prese11ce of God." 

• 

March 17-18 
Bell Aire Baptist Church, Murfreesboro 

Cost: $50 per person before Feb. 17 
$60 per person after Feb. 17 

•• 

• 

For more information, contact Paul Clark or Charlotte 
Hanson at 800-558-2090, ex~. 7908, or e-mail 

chanson@tnbaptist.org or visit www. tnworshipandmusic.org. 
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Tennes,see Baptist Convention rs once again providing three hours of computer training for support 
lr1i.,staff in Microsoft 2003 WQrd, Excel, PowerPolnt, and ACS {Automated Church Systems}. Version 8. 

;rne~se are one day events in each Jocation offering three hours in the morning and three hours in ,.. 

afternoon repe~~ except for ACS. ACS will offer their People Module in the morning and 
I 

n.anCJa• Module in the afternoon. The first 20 to register for ACS will have "hands-on" training with 
laptops provided by P.CS and receive a free training manual worth $80. Cost for each 3 hour ses
sion is $30 ($40 ff you register after February,.24 for the March 14-16 dates and March 3 for the March 

21-23 dates) and lunch is included. You can register using the form befow or go to www.tnsecre-
taries.org to register and pay online. Listed belo~ are the details. ~ 

March 14 
Leawood Baptist Church 
3638 Macon Rd 
Memphis 
901.324.7169 

~ wwyv .leawood baptist .()rg 

March t5 
· Englewood BC 
?239 N. Highland 

· Jackson 
731.668. 1 094 
www .ebcjacl<son ,org 

March t6 
Baptist Center 
5001 Maryland Way 
Brentwood 
615.371-2018 
www. tnbaptist.org 

March 21 
Ridgedale Baptist Church 
t 831 Hickory Valley Rd 
Chattanooga 
423.499.0994 
www .ridgedalebaptist.org 

====-:::::;;::: 

-~

March 22 
first Baptist Church· 
712 S. Main 
Crossville 
931.484.3532 
www .ijrstbaptistcrossville.com 

March 23 
fjrst Baptist Church, Dandridge 
951 Hwy. 92 South · 
Dandridge 
865.397.3940 
www .fbcdt.org 

• 

' -

' 

· Call the hos.t location or go to their 
website for directions. 

·~-------------~ Conference leaders: 

Word: Bette Hawkins 
Excel: Dana james 
PowerPoint: Lana Rose 
ACS: ACS Corporate Trainers 

. 
Times In each location: 

t t 8:30- 11:30 a.m. 
'-._ 1:00 - 4:00p.m. 

' - . •: , 

.... ",..,., Gatlinburg Convention <;:enter 
$35 per person if postmarked by Mardi 1 0_ 
$.40 per person after that date 

Bible Study Leader: Caroline jones 

Worship Leader: Tina Hutchinson 

Special Music: Bruce & Lisa 

Connection 2006 will Qe held in conjunction wJth 
Missions Get-Together. join girls grades 7-12 from 

_ throughou! Tennessee to celebrate what G0d is doing 
· in their lives through various friendsh1ps> and hear . 
Arny-Jo Girardier (Girls M inister at Brenlwood Baptist 
Church) and Sara Beth (renowned recor;oing aftist) for 

~~~~ heart-felt wership aFld JDraise. Fer rn1011e l:riforn:ra~ien, 
ce>ntact Andrea Knight .at aknight®tnb~Rtist.org or 
800.558.2090, ext. 7919. - ~ 

, 

BIBLE 
•• _,! ' 

MARCH 18 
; Lin.den Valley-~Baptist Cpnfetenc~ Center, linden 

• 

8: 15 .a .J!I . - 1 ;OO~p.m . 

12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. · 
Morning Track 

• 
Afternoon Track 

• 

APRil 1 
• 

-

Wallace Memorial Baptist Ch.urch, Knoxville 

10:09 a.m.-- 2:45 p.m. 

.. . . 
Cost $20 per person. 

For more information, contact Barbara Owens at 

800.558.2090, ext. 79~5 or e-mail bowens@tnbaptist.org. 

New this. year! journey for Kids Camp 
& Bible Fun Field Day Unite! 
For those of you who travel tp linden Valley for Bible 

Fun Field day, come a day .early and spend the night on 
~ 

March 17 for an overnight camp experience for those 

children and adult sponsors-who will be coming to the 
• 

morning track at Linden Vall.ey on March 18. T~is is just 
) . 

an qdditional $20 per person. Total cost for Journey 

Camp and Bible· fun Field Day is $40 per person. For 

more information about Joomey Camp, contact Nancy . . . 
Hamilton at 800.558.2090, ext. 2085 or 

nhamilton@tnbaptist.org. 

Coming Up! Coming-Up! Coming Up! 
Feb. 16-18- Conclave 200~, -Fuel the Fire ... Feed the Soul, Chattanooga Convention Center. The ultimate Youth Ministry training and worship event 
in the Southeast for your entire Youth Ministry Leadership Team! For information, contact Bruce Edwards or Kent Shingleton at 800-558-2090, ext. 
7906, or visit www.southeastconclave.org. 

Feb. 17-18 - Great Commission Prayer Conference, That We Would Not Faint, first Baptist Church of PQwell. Fe.atured Speakers: Henry Blackaby 
and James Porch. For information~_coht~ct .Don Pierson at 800-558-2090, ext. 7909, or e-mail dpierson@tnbaptist.org. -. . 

' . . 

March 11 -Finding Your Place in Mi~istry, Kirby Woods_Baptist Church, Memphis. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Cost: $20 per person. Visit.www.tnbaptist.org 
to register online. For information, contact Willie Mclaurin at 800-558-2090, ext. 2011, or e-mail wmciaurin@tnbaptistorg. -

-March 11 -Church Planting: Is it for Me?, Baptist Center, Brentwood. Cost: $10 per person. 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. For information, contact Leigh Williams 
at 800-558-2090, ext. 7914, or e-maillwilliams@tnbaptist.org. 

For information on upcoming events, see·the TBC web site at www.tnbaptist.org. 

Church Health Matters 

• 
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WMU board 
meeting ltigltligltts 
international work 
By Julie Walters 
WMU news service 

TALLADEGA, Ala. 
Nations of the world were repre
sented by nearly 30 missionar
ies during the international din
ner that kicked offWMlfs board 
meeting Jan. 14-17, at Shocco 
Springs Baptist Conference 
Center here. 

The missionaries had a com
bined 637 years of carrying the 
gospel around the world through 
the International Mission Board. 
From Nigeria to Hong Kong to 
Brazil, one after another shared 
inspiring stories of how God 
worked in mighty ways during 
their years of service. 

Patsy Davis, director of the 
Women's Department of t h e 
Baptist World Alliance and for
mer missionary, summed up the 
evening's common theme from 
the retired missionaries. "God 
may change your field of service, 
but not your calling," she said as 
many in the audience nodded in 
agreement. 

More than 200 people attend
ed the meeting, including execu
tive board members, both state 
and national WMU staff mem
bers, and staff from the North 
American Mission board. 

As WMU leaders gathered 
with a common heart for mis
sions, much of ~he time was 
devoted to the fu ture of mission 
education in. today's world, new 
missions initiatives, and the 
development of long-range goals 
to engage more Christians in 
service to grow the kingdom. 

During her report, Wanda S. 
Lee, executive director/treasurer 
of WMU, shared progress on 
established goals for 2010. . 

A panel presented reports on 
disaster relief and rebuilding 
the Gulf Coast following Hurri
canes Katrina and Rita in 2005. 

In response to needs that 

To the best of our knowledge all 
ads in the Baptist and Reflector 
represent legitimate companies 
and offerings. However, one 
should always use caution in 
responding to ads. 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11.08 $13.39 
35 $11 .35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 

65 $103.46 $194.78 
Please call The Insurance Store 

(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 
1-8()()..583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 

Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life I 
Insurance company. Preferred Male rates I 
illustrated above. Please call for other 
ages and Female rates. 

'--

• 

arise quickly, such as natural 
disasters, WMU's Volunteer 
Connection now has an On-Call 
missions teams which go to 
areas of need to provide short
term relief efforts. Kristy Carr, 
volunteer connection specialist, 
shared highlights from On-Call 
ministry teams projects. 

Initiatives such as On-Call 
allows for growth while WMU 
continues its two-pronged 
approach to capturing the atten
tion of today's generation for 
missions involvement: church
based learning experiences and 
personal opportunities to serve 
in hands-on missions experi
ences. 0 

Hollifield tapped 
to lead Baptists 
in North Carolina 
Associated Baptist Press 

ASHBORO, NC - Leaders of 
the Baptist State Convention of . 
North Carolina h ave nomin·ated 
a candidate with support from 
both moder
ates and con
servatives to 
the fractious 
statewide 
body's execu
tive post. 

The con-
ve ntiQn 's 
board of direc-
tors voted, HOLLIFIELD 
without opposi-
tion, Jan. 24 to recommend Mil
ton Hollifield Jr. as it's new 
executive director-treasurer. 
Hollifield is currently executive 
leader of th e convention's mis-

sions growth e'•angelism group. 
His nomination must be rati

fied by convention messengers 
at a special called meeting of the 
group that will be held April 11 
in Winston-Salem. The state 
convention is divided over issues 
of leadership, homosexuality, 
and institutional control. 

A search committee chaired 
by Robert Jackson, pastor of 
Peninsula Baptist Church in 
Mooresville, N.C., first recom
mended Hollifield to the group's 
executive committee. The execu
tive director-treasurer position 
became vacant when Jim Roys
ton resigned unexpectedly last 
July after seven-plus years to 
return to the pastorate. 

Hollifield, 55, and a North 
Carolina native, has worked for 
the convention for 12-and-a-half 
years. 
· Jackson, chair of the search 

committee, said members of th e 
committee - including both 
conservatives and moderates -
were unanimous in their sup
port of Hollifield. 

..His heart for evangeli "m 
and respected place of lender
ship in our com·ention along 
with his team approach to lead
ership seemed to be tb.e 
strongest factors in selecting 
him as our nominee," Jackson 
said. 0 

Adams ele1#ed as 
Illinois leader 
Baptist Press 

SPRINGFIELD, ill. - The 
lllinois Baptist State ~socia
tion board of 
director s 
unanimously 
elected Nate 
Adams as the 
new IBSA 
executive 
director Jan. 
17 during a 
specia l meet- ADAMS 
ing here. 

Adams, vice president for mis
sion mobilization at the North 
American Mission Board, will 

Carpenter Bus Sales, the e.:ccLadive Btw Provi:Jer for 
Life Way Church BuJu, not only sells buses ... we keep 
up with safety issues, legislation, regulations and 
insurance considerations ... 

FREE CD 
do you can mafce an infomzed pttrchMel 

If you are still transporting your Church 
members and guests In a 1:S·passenger 
van, and you're not sure about the safety 
Issues or your liabilities, let us send you a 
FREE CD entitled IS YOUR VAN SAFE? 

Request online: ca~n~erbu.J.comlsafety 
Email: lnfo@carpenterbus.com 

America's #1 Church Bus Dealer 
1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 

4th Annual 

p~ ~~~ 7~~,~~. 
C~lebratlon & Worship 

Carl Mays - Host 

FOR SENIOR ADULTS . -

September 25-27, 2006 
New Hope Conference Center 

(Formerly The Lee Greenwood Theater/ 
Sevierville, TN - Smoky Mountains Top Selling Book 

MOST INSPIRATIONAL CONFERENCE IN THE SMOKDES ! 

3 Days I 2 Nights 

$115 N~t Per Person 
41n Room . 

2 Nights Lodging • 2 Breakfasts 
All Sessions 

Conferenoe Schedule 
Monday, September 2S 
PM 7:00 'Nelcome & Celebration 

cart, Sarah & Bevet1y 
8:05 Break I Stretch 
8:30 Citico Creek 
9:30 Dismiss 

Tuesday, September 26 
AM 10:00 Celebration 

Carl, Sarah & Beverly 
11 :05 Break I Stretch 
1 1 :30 Dennis Swanberg 
12:30 o;smiss 

PM 7:30 Triumphant Quartet 
8:20 Break 1 Stretch 
8:45 TriUmphant Quartet 
9:30 Dismiss 

Wednesday, September ZT 
A'M 1 0:00 Celebratton 

Cart. Sarah & Bever1y 
11 ;05 Break I Stretch 
11:30 Demls Swanbetg 
12:30 ConckJslon- Dismss 

$115 Per Person $123 Per Person 
(4 in room) (3 in room) 

$139 Per Person $187 Per Person 
(2 in room) · (1 in room) 

Unique Gospel Grass 

Call 800-953-7469 -
Stelle Ellis Tour & Receptive 

Register by May 1 for 
these DISCOUNTED RATES ! 
($5 per person more after May 1) 

Emall: jeana@d'lscountou'rs.com 

Final Payment Due August 18 

Swanbe1g 

Side--Splitting, Spirit I.Jfting BrCiaONay Sotro. Spfn1ual Deplh 

Fresh, Exciting, Energetic 

s 

begin hi~ n~w dun~$ on . 

He succet.--d. Wendt'U Long. ' 
left IBSA lnst May to bt.'<.'\ 
senior pastor of West Jack: 

'Baptist Church in Jacksor 
Adams, nn Illinoi-s nnt 

has a rich Southern Bftp 
heritage. His father was a }: 
tor and director of missions t 
has been a columnist for · 
Illinois Baptrst for more than 
years. 'J 

L .cJJ\~JJil~ . 
MINISTRY - STUDENT 

Central Baptist Church, i:>pri 
City, Tenn., is looking for a pa 
time youth minister. If interest 
please send resume to P.O. B 
192, Spring City, TN 37381 
call (423) 365-6385. 

+~.:.~ 

Youth minister opening, Calve 
Baptist Church, 11 21 Pe 
Bryant Dr., Tuscaloosa, 1 

35401. Full-time minister to se 
ior ~igh and junior high youl 
Manage intern staff, volunte 
staff, budget and overall you 
ministry including youth worst' 
and Sunday School, speci 
events, mission activities, et 
Preference consideration givE 
to married males with mastet 
degree and 3-5 years chun 
staff experience. Send resumE 
to the church address in atte1 
tion to Ken Horst. ............. T. . .. . 
Bethel Baptist, Yorkville, Tenr 
is searching for a part-tim 
youth,.director. Contact person 
Tracy Funderburk, 5727 Locu 
Grove Rd., Trimble, TN 3825! 
(731) 297-2704. 

MINISTRY - POSITIONS 
The · First Baptist Church < 

Rutherford, Tenn., is seekin 
individuals for the positions 
bivocational youth minister an 
bivocational music minister. 
you are interested, please sen 
resume to Music and/or You 
Search Committee, First Baptic 
Church, P.O. Box 277, Ruthe 
ford , TN 38369-0277, Attn. Br 
'Travis Hendrix. 

MINISTRY - COMBINATION 
p_ynamio spirit-filled individual iJ 
needed for the position of faml 
ly/youth minist~r. Seminar~ 
degree required. Will work witl 
growing number of young fami 

· lies and build a youth ministry 
Apply to Personnel Chair, Firs 
Baptist Church, 1 Hl West Wash 
ington St., Box 267, Rogersville 
TN 37857. ~ 

~ ,.. '.• (to 

Tannehill Valley Baptist ir 
McCalla, Ala., is seeking a ful~ 
time minister of students anc 
education. A growing SBC 
church desires someone with al 
least 2 years experience and 
master's degree. PersorT should 
have a heart tor missions, evan
gelism, discipleship, and wor• 
ship. Send resume to 12858 
Tannehill Parkway, McCalla, ~ 
35111 or JOn@tannehillvalley.o~ 
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nion Pro.fessors address the future of marriage and society 
Tim Ellsworth 

, ... 1'\n University news ser.vi<;:e 

JACKSON - The declining 
~e:m with which p~le hold 

oarriage is detrimental to socie
y as a whole and the responsi

st for )ility of the church to address, 
tre than Jnion Yniversity faculty mem-

•ers said in a recent marriage 
---.~ vorksho-p. 
~~ "There is no doubt that the 
;)~ . raditional family, defined as 
---~ ne man and one woman in a 
'DiNT overiantal lifelong relationship 
:h,"" .~ the bedrock of civilization, is 

• 
[or a 1rider assault in eur contempo-

culture," said Greg Thorn- . 
mry, assistant professor of 
~hristian studies. 

that is the pinnacle of the cre
ation process. To deny the dis
tinction of the two sexes is to 
deny what is integral ·to God's 
ultimate creative act." 

Dockery observed that "mar
riage is the most basic and sig
nificant social rela~onship 
among humankind. "This rela
tionship must be nurtured and 
maintained for the welfare of all. 
Witheut marriage, the break
down of society is inevitable." 

ca, people are entering into mar
riage as a "civil contract that can 
be broken." . 

Gushee spoke about the 
future of marriage and society, 
and provided some steps church
es Cal! take to help reverse the 
trend of a weak view of mar
riage. God created marriage for 
companionship, for sex, for chil
dren, and for society, Gushee 
said. But people today are twist
ing those purposes and are cre
ating their own rules for these 
God-given gifts. 

"We should see it as a rebel
lion against a creator and not 
just as an ·unfortunate social 
development," Gushee said. 

Marriage is a public act that 
needs the support ofthe commu-

nity - both the civic community 
and the church community, 
Gushee said. He emphasized the 
importance of successful mar
riage to others in society, and 
not just to the two people mar
ried to one 'another. When fami- -
lies fall apart, it has negative 
consequences on the community 
because children are more likely 
to be delinquents and families 

. are more likely to be on welfare. 
"When our families are 

strong, the community is posi
tively affected," Gushee said. 

Gushee said the church has 
\ 

lost its voice and its effective-
ness as a marriage-supporting 
institution because of several 
factors. In some cases, the 
church has explicitly capitulat-

ed to society's pressures and 
abandoned biblical instruction 
about marriage altogether. In 
other cases, the church has 
maintained an uneasy silence 
and failed to speak out prophet
ically and authoritatively. 

Among the' proper responses 
for the church, Gushee said, is 
the faithful. preaching and 
teaching . of God's truth about 
marnage. 

'We need to emphasize·basic 
discipleship - that what it 
means to be a Christian is more 
than believing the right thing, 
more than having the right feel
ings and the right experiences, 
but being a committed follower 
of Jesus Christ in every area of 
our lives," he said. 0 Thornbury, along with ·union 

Jniversity President David 
vdiV'ar )ockery and Christian studies 

ac\il:lty mem'Ders David Gllshee 
nd Hal Poe spoke at First Bap: 
ist Church here over a three
reek period about the future of 

Poe talked about the societal 
benefits of marriage, and point
ed out that marriage is not a 
uniquely Christian invention. 
Other societies in places like 
China, India, Africa, and South 
America have embraced mar
riage as well because of its ben
efits to. the economy, health care, 

· child welfare, and education.. 
Strong, stable marriages are 

the best way to ens'ure that chil
dren_ become productive mem
bers of society, Poe said. But the 
counter-culture of th~ 1960s and 
its emphasis on radical personal 
freedom h~ve led to the decline 
of marriage, mainly because 
"successful marriage in any cul
ture al~ays requires the surren
der of some personal freedom." 

National G.R.O. W conference .slate.d for Memphis 
Baptist and R.eflector 

o.arriage and society. . 
.UIUIII ... 

Dockery began the wo:r;kshop 
worshki'Y describ>ing the purposes of 

o.arriage and by giving a bibli
spe,cia al and historical ove'rvie.V?" of 

BRENTWOOD - Ministers 
and lay leader~ of Tennessee 
Baptist churches have an oppor
tuirity to participate in the first
ever National G.R.O.W. Confer 
ence to be held March 26-28 at 
both Bellevue Baptist ·Church in 
Cordova, and Ellendale Baptist 
Church in Memphis. 

he subject. 
Marriage, Dockery said, was 

masterj stablished by God to reflect the Too many people today don't 
want such limits an their free
dom, Poe said, and so rampant 
divorce is the result- and evan
gelicals are just as guilty as sec
ularists. -

With three million lost people 
jn Tennessee, the challenge and 
commission to evangelize is 
most urgent, said Larry 
Gilmore, state evangelism direc
tor. 

~HaLtlGillSJMP ef the Godhead, to 
communion of 

spo"lises and to provide a 
aeans of populating the earth 
nd nurturing children. 

"Creation of male and ·female 
3 not an ineidental fact or after
h.ought, but the very apex of 

... v ... ,J .. ~d's creative activit:>j" Dockery 
' Qlu. "Even more, it is the sexu

pairing of male and female 

The only way marriage can 
ultimately succeed, P<;,e said, is. 
if it is rooted in Christ. 

''You take Christ out of the 
quotient and you've got a disas
ter brewing," he said. "In A.meri-

~is Olltreach and evangel
ism trainin.g event will teach 
pastors and laypeaple uniqqe 
ways to involve the greatest 
number of church members in 
reaching out to their community 

ONS 

Evange_list 

· an d. 

Apologist 

0 0 

·B r.a x ton ·Hunter 

> Four years experience as Senior Pastor -- average 80 baptisms per year 
> Last church, Cornerstone, McMinnville-- av~rage attendance in two years 

grew from 250-550 · 
>"Outstanding Relig.ious Leader'' (2004) in Warren County 
> Featured preacher in conferences with notables such as 

Dr. Stephen Olford, Dr. Bobby Moore, and Dr. Peter Lord 

Ministry Gifts 

1) Reaches even hardened sinners at altar call 
2) Specializes in defense of faith, especially arguing in support of Intelligent Design 

For Revival, Crusade, or Defense of Faith Seminar 
Contact: 

Trinity Crusades for Christ 
(Founded by Dr. Harold Hunter in 1991) 

bettytrin@ aotcom 
(904) 221-3059 

through G.R.O.W. (God Rewards 
Our Work), Gilmore noted. 

The strategy 'Of G.R.O.W. has 
proven to be ~ffective in many . 

· churches acro~s our state, 
Gilmore added. 

'We can talk about evangel
ism and outreach, but that is not 
enough. Taking advantage of 
training events offered by 
proven leader
ship moves us 
beyond talk to 
strategizing 
and ministry 
that results in 
people being 
won to Christ 
and baptized 
as obedient 
disciples." 

Pastors and 
their ministry 
staff in atten
dance will 
rec e1ve 
G.R.O.W. 
training, plus 
helpful organi
zational tips. 

The effec-
tiveness of out
reach and 

GILMORE 

TIDWELL 

evangelism efforts depends not· 
upon a single strategy, but on an 
interconnectedness of the min
istries of the church, Gilmore 
stressed. 

· Ellendale pastor Jerry Tid-

well, author of G.R.O. W, and 
members of Ellendale Baptist 
Church will function as. a model 
lab demonstrating how 
G.R.O.W. and FAITH can work 
together. 

It is often difficult to have a 
consistency in evangelism and 
outreach in the local church, 
Gilmore said. 

"Not everyone is comfortable 
in communicating their faith. 
This conference will offer help 
for leadership to encourage par
ticipation in outreach to those 
with different levels of "commit
ment and comfort," the TBC 
evangelism leader added. 

Conferenc.e Breakouts will be 
offered thaf relate G.R.O.W. to 
both children and youth min
istries as well as adults. The 
connection ~th Sunday School 

. also will be addressed. Tracks 
will include guidance for 
churches wanting to implement 
G.R.O.W. and also those church
es that are presently using the 
outreach tool and desire further 
development. 

Registration information 
inay be received by visiting 
www.lifeway.com/events or call
ing Life\Yay Events Registra
tion toll-free: 1-800-254-2022. · 

The event is co-sponsored by 
the evangelism team of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention and 
LifeWay Church Resources. 0 

• 

Apologetic Evangelism Workshop, 
Mormonism 

There will be an Apologetic Evangelism Workshop held at 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention Building on Saturday, 
Feb. 11, 2006 from 8:30 ·a.m.- 4:30 p.m, The topic of this 
workshop . is "Are Mormons Christian?" The-workshop will 
focus on what Mormons believe and how we can better wit
ness to them: This workshop will be led by Dr. Tal Davis, 
Apologetics Manager, North American Mission Board, SBC. 
There is a $15 registration fee for this conference. Materials 
will be provided. during the workshop as well as breaks and 
lunch on Saturday. Those who attend all the sessions and 
complete the assignments will be certified by the North 
American Mission Board to lead awareness conferences in 
local churches. To register please contact Tim Hill at (615) 
371 -2032 or e-mail thill @tnbaptist.org. Information on this 
workshop can also be found on the TBC web site at www.
tnbaptist.org/events. 

• 

• 

..... 

• 
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LileWay helps 
fhurfhes get funds 
from steeples 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Churches 
across the country have discov
ered a new way to raise funds 
for ministt-y and- missions by 
u tilizing an often-overlooked 
building asset - the church 
steeple. 

Houses of worship can earn 
income by contracting with 
telecom companies to ·provide 
use of church s teeples to serve 
as cell phone towers . With the 
right agreement, steeple towers 
can be a win-win situation for 
churches and telecom compa
mes. 

Recognizing the need for 
churches to .have an advocate 
when working with telecom 
companies, LifeWay Christian 
Resources of the Southern Bap
tist Con-vention has partnered 
with Steeplecom, a company 
with the sole purpose of assist-

ing churches 1n negotiating 
profitable contracts for steeple 
tmvers. 

MSteeplecom is our endorsed 
pro-vider for the placement of 
wireless communication an ten
nas in our churches," said Ron 
Chandler of Life Way's di rect 
marketing department. "When 
churches sign on with Steeple
com, they have the assurance 
and comfort of knowing that 
LifeWay has screened the com
pany." 

LifeWay has worked with 
Steeplecom to p rovide pre
approved contracts designed to 
protect churches while helping 
them earn the most they can 
from their church steeple. 

Chandler said Life Way's 
marketing department, which 
helps churches make infor.med 
decisions about products and 
services beyond those devel
oped and distributed by Life
Way, has "studied the industry 
and the particular serv1ce 
providers and we endorsed 
Steeplecom because we have 
found them to be the best in the 

field and they meet our per
formance standards.~ 

Tom Moylan, president of 
S teeplecom . said churches 
should be wary if negotiating 
with telecom companies on 
their own. 

"Churches sometimes can 
get hoodwinked," Moylan said. 
"For example, one church 
agreed to let a carrier use their 
steeple for $1,000 per month 
and they s igned away their 
righ ts to the steeple. Now, if the 
church wants to let another car
rier u se their steeple, they have 
t o ask permission of the first 
earner. 

"Another church signed an 
agreement that gave the righ ts 
to the telecom for the st eeple all 
the way down to the ground, 
which meant if the church 
wanted to sell the church build
ing, they would have to receive 
pe~mission from the telecom 
COm.,Pany." 

Moylan described Steeple
com as focused not only on pro
tecting chwches' interests but 
also on adding resources to 

GEORGETOWN 
c 0 L L E G E 

Ministry Reunion 2006 
110ne generation 

shall . 
pra1se 

and shall 

your works 
to 
another 

declare your 
mighty 

acts.11 

: 

• 
0 

local churches hosting ::.tt>eple 
towers 

'"The goal is to funnel mil
lions . no billions , of dollars into 
the kingdom of G<ld," :Moylan 
says. '-This supports thousands 
of other missions through pro
viding money for the church. 
It's awesome."' n 

Divor1e destroys 
wealth, says study 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE -Divorce can 
have a devas tating financial 
impact on a person's wealth, 
but a steady marnage can 
nearly double it , according to a 
new s tudy by Ohio State Uni
versity. 

"Divorce looks like one of the 
fastest ways to destroy your 
wealth," Jay Zagorsky, a uthor of 
the study and a research assis
tant at Ohio State's Center for 
Human Resource Research, 
told the Associated Press. 

The study, which appears in ., 
the current issue of the Journal . 

, 

Alunmi and friends of Georgetown College in Georgetown, Kentucky, will 
gather on campus April 24-26, 2006, to celebrate the College's heritage o f 

Chris tian ministry. This once-in-his tory event will unite one generation of 

s tudents v.rith anothe r, drawn together by the common call to gospel ministry. 

The oldes t Baptis t college w est o f the Allegheny mountains is proud of its 

illustrious 218-year history of higher education and ministry formation, and looks 
fo rward to this unpara lleled opportunity for renewing friendships while 

celebrating the w orldwide ne twork of Georgetown College minis try alumni . 

i~:i! 
, ... 

• -

team more and regidw onliik: 
http://mittistnj.georgetowncollege.edtl 

Orphone: ($2)863-7047 

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE 
400 East Col1ege Street 
Georgetuum, KY 40324 

< 1 ....... iology. Tooke:d AI n n. tu 
nlly rcp1 ~entlHI\'l :-.ul"\· ' 
9.000 JX'Oplt- to det l'rmine h 
wealth chru1gt'~ , s 3 n: sult 
oulrriaJtt"' und di\'O 
Reseru'Chet-s found that mnni 
people increased their we.\1 
about 4 percent esch year ~im.}
as a result of being m trril 

when all other factors nre ro 
stant. 

Divorce reduces a persot 
wealth by about thrE>e~qunrtel 

or 77 percent. compared to th 
of a single per ~on . whil~ beit 
married a lmost doubleS' cor 
pa rative wealth, or increases 
by 93 per cent, U1e s tudy T{}un• 
according t o a n Ohio ~at 
news release Jan. 17. t, 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
First Baptist Church, Montere~ 
Tenn., is now accepting resume 
for a full-time pastor positior 
Please send resume to Mon 
terey First Baptist Church, 106 ~ 
Chestnut St. , Monterey, T~ 

38574. Post to the attention o 
Sonny Gilpatrick. 

MINISTRY- MUSIC 
Lake Ridge Baptist Church i~ 

seeking a full-time minister ol 
music to lead both contemporary 
and traditional worship services 
for their 600 member church. 
Must have a college degree 
(m.aster of church music desired) 
or equivalent experience. PIGase 
send resume, professional refer
ences, ~-n~ salary requirements 
by Feb. 14 to Chairman, Person
nel Committee, Lake Ridge Bap
tist Church, 12450 Clipper Or., 
Woodbridge, VA 22192 or e-mail 
to minjsterofmusic@ lake ridge
baptist. com. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Sharon Baptist Church of 
Knoxville is seeking qualified 
part-time minister of music. E
mail resume to sbcofknox@fron
tiernet.net or mail to Music 
Search Committee, 7916 Pedigo 
Rd., Knoxville, TN 37938. 

Worship pastor: evangelical, 
doctrinally-conservative South~ 

ern Baptist congregation in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., a suburb of 
Nashville and located in one of 
the fastest growing counties in 
the nation, seeks a full-time wor
ship pastor to direct a contempo
rary/blended worship ministry 
that includes praise teams and 
bands, choirs and ensembles, 
drama teams, and mupimedia 
teams. Other pastoral duties 
would be shared with a staff of 7 
other full-time pastors for a 
church experiencing dramatic 
growth with weekend attendance 
now averaging 1,200. Applicants 
must nave a minimum of 5 years 
full-time experrenge directing 
worship mmistry in a church set
ting. The ideal candidate will also 
have formal musical and/or theo
logical education. Resume w1th 
references may be e-mailed to 
worsh1p _pastor@ comcast.net . 
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book review 
. . 

att Crawford - . .. 
~ 

7he Deliberate: Church: Building Your 
Ministry o/1 the Gospel 

By Mark Dever and Paul Alexander 
Crossway, 2005 

' 
u"""''-' ~k any Baptist church member why his ~liurch does 

it does and you are likely to get a variety of 
J"P<>ns1es. When considering such matters, there are at 
; t two pitfalls. The first is to enthrone tradition as 

highest authority. Those who fall into thls trap , 
~ht al}swer, "Because we've always done it this way." 
the· other hand, there are those who, instead of 

0· '-"'QL,,h'g bou:r;t.d to tradition, seem to be bound to whatever 
lie most popular recent trend. Those in this catego-

OR 

. answer, "Because it works," .or perhaps, 
use recent research has shown that this would be 

most effective." All of us lean to either one extreme 
:he other. And it should be noted that neither tradi-
t nor recent trends are inherently evil. Both can be 
uable, but neither traditions nor trends are ulti

:>ntPr.:~,J1tely authoritative if the church is to be truly biblical. 
rhe highest authority in the church must be 

-
Jrch 

All traditicms and trends must be tested by 
plumb line. In o:rder to help the church do this, 

rk Dever and Paul Alexander have written The 
iberate Church.~ Building Your Ministry on · the 
:pel. 
3ome readers might be familiar with Mark Dever's 
lier book Nine Marks of a Healthy Church. The 
iberate Church is somewhat of a natural outgrowth 
;his former book. In Nine Marks, Dever described 
:.tt a healthy church looks like. However, for those 
tors or other ·church 'leaders who are new in an 
1ealthy clmrch, _it is not immediately obvious how 
· can, b')i" God's grace, lead a church to be healthy. In 
: Deliberate Church, Dever and Alexander show how 
;ransform an unhealthy church into a healthy one. 
! book includes answers _t.o the questions that Dever 
most frequently been asked by other pastors about 

JCh health. The book thus . represents years of his 
lrson.••,ection on the Bible within the conte:x:t of the local 

book is divided into four sections. The first sec
deals with practical issues of gathering the church 

h as how to handle church membership roles, what 
lical evp.ngelism looks like, and how to biblically 
.ct church discipline. The second section handles 
tters that pertain to when the church gathers. These 
,ude such topics as the role of the pastor, the purpose 
he various church gatherings, and the role of music 
:burch gatherings. The final two sections tackle bib
J church leadership- what it looks like, and what 
uld be the responsibilities of church leaders. 
)ther helpful aspects of the book include questions 
:ed in each chapter inte~ded to stir n1mjnation and 
liographies for those who desire to do more reading 

,,,. .. ,, ... :ertain subjects. The book is short and very readable, 
Iring it ideal for everyone from the average church 

. ....... J"' .. to those on church staffs. One does n.ot have to 
ee with all of the suggestions presented in the book 
•rder to benefit &om it. · · 
}odly, faithful Christians have arrived at different 
elusions. Nonetheless, after reading this book, you· 
l not be able to merely appeal to tradition or to trend 
·alidate your church's practices. You will be forced to 
pple with what the Bible says, and so build a min-
y that is deliberately based on the gospel. 0 -
word, graduate of Union University, Jackson, is a stu- · 
1t at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Funding missions in Tennessee 
and around the world 

.. 
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Starting now 
By Scott Linginfelter 

Focal Passage: Jeremiah 1:4-19 · 
Here in the book of Jeremiah, 

we see one of the clearest examples 
of the call of God on a man's life, 
the call of Jeremiah to serve as a 
prophet of God. Now, the particu
lars of Jeremiah's call may be case 
sensitive, but the call to serve is a 
universal call to all believers. We 
are all called to serve. God reveals 
to Jeremiah, and to us, the fore
knowledge that God exhibits when 
planning our lives. Just llke 
Jeremiah, before we ·are even born 
God has a plan for our lives as to 
how we can be useful to Him. 

Did you notice the way 
Jeremiah responded? Sound famil
iar? While the exact argument may 
change, the root of the argument is 
always· the same, "I don't have the 
ability •to serve." In a sense; 
Jeremiah's argument against serv
ing is accrirate. In and of himself, 
Jer~miah did' not possess the abili
ty to fulfill God's commission. None 
of us do. The good news is God 
doesn't leave us to serve in and of . . 
ourselves. _God said, "Go where I 
send you. Speak what I tell you." 
Jeremiah's message came from 
God, and his ability to deliver the 
message also came from Go¢1. when 
God touched Jeremiah's mouth and 
gave him the words to say. 

He t~en gives J eremiah the par
ticulars of his mission, four nega
tives and two positives. He was to 

uproot, tear down, destroy, and 
demolish (the negatives), to build 
up and plant (th e · positives). 
Jeremiah's mission was a. tough 
one. 

God also makes clear the mes
sage Jeremiah was to deliver. It 
was a sure word which God prom
ised to fulfill, seen in the almond 
branch. It was also a sharp word, 
seen in the seething pot. In short, 
the message was judgment. 
Jeremiah had to stand face to face 
with his kinsmen, confront their 
idolatry, and pronou.nce God's judg
ment on them f.or their sin and lack 
of repentance. You can rest assured 
there weren't many pats on the 
back followed by "good sermon, 
preacher." 

As a matter of fact, J eremiah 
preached to the people that anoth
er country would come in, flatten · 
their cities, and conquer them. If 
you listen closely,, you can still hear 
the audible cries of "traitor" blow-

·. ing on the wind. It was truth, but it 
was truth that hurt, and they 
didn't want to hear it. 

Soru:Ja y SchcoJ l.~$:;on 
fcunily Bibl~ Sdri~$ 

fdb~ s 

his message was a daunting task 
and one that would take great 
courage and confidence. Jeremiah 
could have courage because his con
fidence was not in himself, but in 
the Lord. He had the calling and 
gifting of God on his life, but he was 
also promised the blessing and pro
tection of God. God promised judg
ment. God promised Jeremiah's 
message would be ill received. God 
promised He would be with 
Jeremiah and protect him. He 
never promised Jeremiah masses of 
converts, put He did promise 
Jeremiah success just the same. • 
- A note of reminder should be 
given here. We all have the call of 
God on our lives to serve. Our serv
ice however may be completely dif
ferent from others. Not all are 
prophets. Not all are preachers. 
'Not all are teachers. All are called. 
Each one of us fits into the body of 
Christ differently, but each one fits, 
and each one fits in a special way 
in a body ~f believers ·called th~ 
local church. Just like Jeremiah, 

Many reading this lesson have 
felt a similar sting from family and 
friends as you have tried to tell them 
of sin, righteousness, and the judg
ment to come. They use words like 
"hypocrite," "self-righteous," ''holier
than-thou," and whatever other 
rebuke they can think of to deflect 
attentien away from their sins and 
simply attack the messenger. 

J eremiah's mission coupled with 

_ God calls us, gifts us, a~d protects 
us. Let us be obedient in serving 
God, and let Him take care of the 
results. 0 - Linginfelter is pastor of 
Mount Carmel Baptist Church, Mary
ville. 

Guard your actions 
By Eric Taylor . 

Focal Passage: Romans 14::1.3-23 
Paul continues the discussion of 

the importance of unity between 
the weaker and stronger 
Christians in the church at Rome. 
Paul's words are directed to 
stronger brothers and sisters that 
needed to guard their attitudes and 
actions when it came to how they. 
treated those in the church who 
were still uncomfortable with eat
ing meat they considered unclean. 

Remember, many of the Gentile 
converts in the Roman church came 
from the pagan religions of Rome. 
Those religions required adherents 
to bring meat offerings in homage to 
the gods. For some Gentile 
Christians the eating of meat was 
still difficult fo~ them. Additionally, 
converts from Judaism brought 
with them Old Testament teachings 
that considered certain types of 
meat to be unclean. Therefore some 
of them may have believed that eat
ing certain meats made them spiri
tually or ritually unclean. And while 
Paul makes it clear that God does 
not consider eating meat a sin, he 
admonished the mature believers to 
not bother those who chose not to 
eat meat. Matter of fact, he encour
ages them to avoid practicing things 
that might offend the weaker broth
er. A practice we all should keep. 

Unjust criticism (vv. 13-14) 
For Baptists today, dietary issues 

involving meat is not a big issue. We 
may even wonder why some in 
Rome were harassing those who did 
not want to eat meat, or wonder why 
some would be offended. 

So the practical application for 
us comes through the warning · · 
against unjust criticism. Actually, 
verse 13 teaches that criticizing a 
weaker brother or sister in Christ 
creates for them "a stumbling block 
or a pitfall." This means that when 
we judge a fellow church member, 
especially over "nonessential 
issues" (14:1), we create an occa
sion for our fellow Christian to fall 
or become hurt spiritually. 

The prob'lem of egotism 
(vv. 15-18) 

How sad it is that so many 
Christians . are hurt by · other 
Christians. This pften ·happens even 
though Paul warns against hurting 
or. grieving · another believer.: I 
r emember speaking to a young 

. woman who visited our church's tent 
during a local festival our communi- · 
ty hosted. We started talking about 
her faith and she excitedly told us 
that she was a new believer. 
However, she was having a hard time 
in her new church. She said the 
women of the church were very judg
mental of her because she came to 
church a few times in pants, and that 
she did not always wear long sleeves 
to cover up her tattoos. (It was appar
ent she had somewhat of a past.) 
Instead of rejoicing with this woman 
and her new life in Christ these 
women looked down their noses at 
her and made her feel inferior. Their 
egotism interfered with their call to 
love, nurture, and admonish (Titus 
2:4) her in the faith. 

There are many believers who 
have been terribly hurt by "more 
mature" believers who looked down 
upon them in a condemning way . 

Svnday 5tCh"all..~sson 
Ex.p1"'re the Bible 

:r~b~~ :5 

Matter of fact, I believe there are 
many people that were once faith
ful to the church who care nothing 
about it today because of the harm 
inflected upon them, all in the 
name of the kingdom of God. Yet, 
verse 17 tells us that the-kingdom 
of God is "righteousness, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Spirit." 
Pursuit of altruism (vv. 19-23) 

Altruism is the opposite of ego
tism. It ·is seen in Paul's plea for the 
church in Rome to "pursue what 
promotes peace and what builds up 
one another." Paul's words . chal
lenge the mature believer to prac
t ice self-sacrifice and humility in 
order not to "tear d.own God's work." 
In other words, you are not to allow 
your ego to tear down the faith of 
another. Paul says it is "wrong" to 
stubbornly do things that weaker 
Christians have not yet reconciled 
with their consciences. 

The altruistic believer will forgo 
certain practices when in the pres
ence of people who might be offend
ed. The believer seeking peace and 
unity in the body will not be "argu
mentative" but "conciliatory" 
(Learner Guide, p. 87) in his or her 
attitude toward others. Paul makes 
it clear that when we are more sen
sitive to believers around us we 
will be blessed when our actions 
and attitudes do not offend. 0 -
Taylor is pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Middleton. 
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Deaths 
+ James R. Jones of Her

mitage, 84, retired pastor, died 
Jan. 23 in Nashville following 
a short i11ness. A pastor in Ten
nessee and Kentucky for 53 
years, he served over 10 
churches. Jones a lso was a 
member of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention Executive 
Board from 1980-86. He was 
pastor of Ruthville Baptist 
Church, Martin; Thompson 
Creek Baptist Church, Como; 
Lakeview Baptist Mission, 
Tiptonville; New Union Bap
tist Church, Medon; First Bap
tist Church , Gallaway; Gath 
Baptist Church, McMinnville; 
First Baptist Church, Red 
Boiling Springs; Williston 
Baptist Church, Williston; 
Walnut Grove Baptist Church, 
Ripley; First Baptist Church, 
Maury City; and Springhill 
Baptist Church, Dyer sburg. 
He also served during World 
War II in the US. Army. He is 
survived by wife of 60 years, 
Ada Moselle Jones, and two 
sons. 

Leaders 
+ William Eric Geren 

resigned as pastor, Shiloh Bap
tist Church, Decatur, J an. 22. 
He served the church for five 
years. Geren is available for 
supply, revivals, and other 
engagements. H e may be 
reached at (423) 473-8809 or 

~ 
pastor1eg@peoplepc.com, 

+ Hilldale Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, recently called 
Tim Munoz as preschool/chil
dren's pastor. A graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Texas, he previously served on 
staff of First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro, Ga. 

+ The Church @ Cross 
Point, Murfreesboro, called Ron 
Gleaves as its senior pastor 
effective Jan. 1. He and his wife 
Shelia and their three children 
are coming to the Murfreesboro 
church from Elkhorn Baptist 
Church, Campbellsville, Ky. 

+ Mark Owens, minister 
of educationfstudents at First 
Ba ptist Church, Livingston, 
has been called as minister of 
students a t First Baptist 
Church , Alpine, Pineville, La. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, has called Josh 
Phillips of Nashville as min
ister to middle school. A grad
uate of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas, he is coming to 
First Church from Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Nashville. He 
is married to Bridget and they 
have two children. 

+ First Baptis t Church , 
Mason, has called Jerry 
McDivitt as interim pastor. 

+ Walnut Grove Baptist 
Church, Ripley, has called Bob 

England as pastor. 

+ Wynnburg Baptist 
Church, Wynnburg, has called 
Abe SiJJiman as pastor. 

+ Natchez Trace Baptist 
Church, Camden, has called 
Shawn Allred as pastor. He 
comes to the church from First 
Baptist Church, Parsons. He is 
married to Stephanie and they 
have two children. 

Associations 
+ Wilson County Baptist 

Association, Lebanon, will 
hold an evangelism conference 
Monday, Feb. 27, at Hillcrest 
Baptist Church , Lebanon, at 7 
p.m. Bob C. Pitman, pastor, 
Kirby Woods Baptist Church, 
Memphis, will be the featured 
speaker. The Mercy Road 
Singer s and ventriloquist 
David Turner are also on the 
program. 

+ Cumberland Baptist 
Association, Clarksville, 
recently purchased a new 6- by 
12-foot equipment trailer for 
its disaster relief recover y 
unit. The new trailer is more 
user friendly than its old one 
because of its height. Volun
teers are installing · shelving 
and more chain saws and 
other. items are being pur
chased to fill it. 

+ A cluster formed by 
Northern/Midland, Cum
berland Gap, and Campbell 
County Baptist Associa
tions and the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention are sponsoring 
a Pastor/Deacon/Wife Retreat 
Friday- Saturday, March 31 -
April 1 at the Grand Resort 
Hotel, Pigeon Forge. The week
end r etreat begins with a ban
quet meal at 6 p.m. Friday and 
ends at noon Saturday. Fea
tured speakers will be Gene 
Williams, TBC Men's Ministry 
specialist and deacon; his wife, 
Pat Williams, licensed dieti
cian and deacon's wife; and 
Steve Holt, TBC ministry 
strategist. Deadline to register 
is Friday, Feb. 24. Fot informa
tion contact, Holt at (800) 558-
2090 ext. 2019, (615). 371-2019, 
or sholt@tnbaptist.org. 

+ Nolachucky Baptist 
Association, Morristown, will 
sponsor a Deacon Training 
Conference for pastor s and 
deacons at Hillcrest Baptist 
Church, Morristown, Thurs
day, March 2, from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Steve Holt, TBC ministry 
strategist , will be the instruc
tor. Deadline for registration is 
Friday, Feb. 24. For more infor
mation, contact the associa
tion at (423) 586-7331 or nol
bapt@cbarter.net. 

hurches 
+ New Hope Baptist 

Church, Hermitage, will 

• 

TenneScene 

Yo~th Project 2006 draws 329 participants 
For Baptist and Reflector 

JEFFERSON CITY - Twenty
one youth choirs assembled over 
the weekend at First Baptist 
Church here to participate in Youth 
Project 2006. 

...... 

The annual event, which alter
nates between East and West Ten
nessee, was sponsored by the TBC 
Music and Worship Team with the 
support of Carson-Newman Music 
Department and the College's Ball 
Institute for Church Music. It 
drew a total of 329 choir members 
and chaperones. 

Kim Bowen, minister of music at 
FBC, called it "a great opportunity 
for our choirs." 

('Youth Project is based on the 
entire musical experience and not 
just preparing for a performance," 

STEPHEN CARROLL, minister of music at First Bapttst 
Church, San Antonio, Texas, leads the 280-voice choir 
assembled last weekend at First Baptist Church, Jefferson 
City. The event was sponsored by the music and worship 
team of the Tennessee Baptist Convention with support 
from the Carson-Newman College music department and 
the college's Ball Institute for Church Music. 

he said. "The thing that I most love about it is 
that it gives a choral emphasis to youth choirs 
that they might not have otherwise." · 

afternoon recording session that include 
"Great Is Your Love (You Are God)", "African 
Sanctus," "Fairest Lord Jesus," "Keep On," an 

Bowen says the support of C-N's music 
department is significant because it can foster 
an abiding interest for music among high 
school students. "When Eric Thorson (director 
of choral activities at C-N) brings over the A 
Cappella choir on Friday evening, it gives 
them a chance to see future possibilities. 

((A Gospel All~luia." 
Bowen says planning by TBC staffer 

ensures the event's success: "Paul (Clark) an . 
Charlotte (Hanson) did an excellent job o 
planning and coordinating what is a larg 
undertaking. Every thing ran like clockwor 
and they are a pleasure to work with." 

('Eric asked members of his group to raise 
their hands if they were involved in church 
youth choirs, and something like 70 percent of 
them acknowledged that they had been 
involved in their churches. That's important 
for our young people to see." 

Stephen Carroll, minist~r of music at Firs 
Baptist Church, San Antonio, Texas, served a 
clinician and led what Bowen estimates was a 
280-voice ensemble. 

"Stephen did a phenomenal job with the 
kids," noted Bowen. ''He is so very personable. 
He was all about the kids, the musical experi· 
ence, and the messageJ>ehind it." 0 

The weekend consisted of four rehearsals, a 
demonstration by C-N's choir and a Saturday 

hold a revival · Sunday -
Wed.D.esday, Feb. 12-15, at 6:30 
p.m. with Ken Freeman as 
speaker. For information, con
tact the church at (615) 883-
6709. 

+ Excell Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, has adopted 
Emmanuel Baptist Church in 
Biloxi, Miss., as its partner in 
hurricane recovery. A con
struction team from Excell 
Church will work Monday -
Saturday, Feb. 6-10, to repair 
Emmanuel Church's roof by 
installing shingles. For infor-· 
mation on the roofing project, 
contact Jean Holloway at (931) 
362-9274. 

to Overflow" anq it will feature 
Barbara Shealy and her 
daughter Robin Lewis as 
speakers. For information and 
reservations call Janet 
Wohlwend at (423) 586-2831. 

+ Ridgedale Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, will 
host a marriage conference 
featuring Gary and Barbara 
Rosberg Friday - Saturday, 
Feb. 24-25, at the church. The 
conference begins Friday at 7 
p.m. and concludes Saturday 
at 3 p.m. For reservations call 
the church office at (423) 499-
0994. 

+ Springfield Baptist 
Church, Springfield, will 

+ Bethlehem Baptist hold a Senior Adult Valentine 
Church, Springfield, r ecent- Banquet , Saturday, Feb. 11, _ 

Manchester, will hold 
Super Bowl Outreach 
Sunday, Feb. 5, at 5 p.m. at 
Manchester Recreation C 
ter. Contest s to predict 
score and a football throw 
be held. A half-time video 
timony will feature 
Dungey, coach of the 
ana polis Colts. For ll. rltormL81 
tion call the church at 
728-2138. 

+ West Hills 
Church, Lebanon, will 
a revival on Sunday, Feb. 
The "Crl>od News Sunday'' 
feature Terry Wilkerson , 
wffi speak at all three sei'VHleal 

For informatio~J call 
church at (615) 444-2606. 

ly began construction of a new from 5-6:30 p.m. , at the .------------11 
500-seat worship center with church. Entertainment will be Correction 
additional education space, provided by the East Ten- In last week's edition on 
choir rehear sal complex, and a nessee State University Pride this page, a photo s~owed a 
prayer room. - Band. For reservations call the Christmas ministry of a 

+ First Baptist Church, chur ch office at (615) 384- church. The photo featured 
Clarksville, will sponsor a 3581. Ann Taylor, a member 
college and sirigles hurricane + First Baptist Church. that church involved in the 
relief missions trip to New Gallatin, will offer d1saster ministry to needy people in 
Orleans, La. , March 4-11. For relief training including intro- J effer son County. 
information contact Greg duction and chain saw certifi- The information was 
Moore at (931) 503-3287. cation on Saturday, Feb. 18, incorrectly reported as a 

+ First Baptist Church, from 8-11 a.m. in the fellow- ministry of First Baptist 
ship hall. For information and Church , Sweetwater. It was 

Morristown, will hold a a ""''nistry O·f FJ.r. st Baptist , F ·d s to register for lunch, call the ~u 
women s retreat, n ay - at- Church, Strawberry Pla1• ...... d F b 24-25 C church office at (615) 452- .llll 

ur ay, e · , at arson 5715. The Baptist and Refl.ec· 
Springs Conference Center, tor staff regrets the error. i.J 
Newport. The theme is "Filled + First Baptist Church., 

) 


