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_AMB 111issionary probes fOr 'soil samples' in Montana 
, . ' 

news offjce . . · · . 
· Week of ~royer for 

IF~ .. .:.~~"' A., Mont. - Dave Howeth 
~ on down the two-lan.e highway in. 
!b}Ne Buiek. While the terrain in . ' 

of rum is flat for miles ancl. miles, . 
tys off in the distance are the snow
red mountains ~f s.outhwes.t Mon-

nurol'>t:n is director gf missions and 
}1>1anter strategist f0r the Trea-

State 13aptist Association~ based in "FOR NOR-TH AM·F.RfCAN MlSSJf>NS 

,_,.. ___ This associatien coBsists of 28 .. 

. North American Missions 

Mar~h 5-1'2 

National Goal: $56,000,000 

www.AnnieArmstroAg.com · • 

tCiiH~s·in 11 connti~s covering almost . . 
00 square miles ofMoBtan.a, irrclud- Dave and Debbie Howeth are among churches; they still can't fully support a 
iYellowstone National Park. The the over 5,200 missionaries· in the Unit- director .ofrilissions _and church _ plant~r 
stry includes three collegiate min- ed States, Ca:nada and their territories st:uat~gist. ·so that support is priceiess 

' , 
... s and seveJ.Cal resart ministries. supported by th_e Annie Armstrong and . rrecessacy. It allows me to work 
b this gray, overcast day, he1s out Easter Offer.!_ng for North A:merica;n· wit~ .churches when they're pastorless 
i:ng for "seiJ. sa:m,ples- Dave's ter- . Missions.:Dave's one of eight Southern and te recruit more church planters.'' 
?iogy fo:r surveyin~-- the lan.d, toek- Baptist missionaries to be ~ghlighted The metro are.a of Helena- the cap
or sites for new churches. as part of the ·annual Week of Prayer, . ital of'Montana- has over 50,000 peo'-

./ 
DAVE & DEBBIE HOWETH 

s · a church planter strategist for March 5-12. ._ . ple, while Helena proper has a popula- creates huge challenges fo~ him and 
~orth A::merican Missien Bo'ard,l'm The 2006 Annie Armstrong Easter tion of about 30,000._ In Helena, his fellow Southern Baptist.pastors in 
ttalyst in getting n:ew chu-rches Offering's goal is .$56 million, 100 per- Howeth recently started Capital Bap- Montana. 
,ed. We build the strategy f;rom the ceNt of wlllch is used for missjonaries tist Fellowship Church, located on the~ "If you study the history of revival, 
Rd up - induding the need f@r the like the Howeths. , . western side of the city. Capital and _ you know _it's been al~ around the coun
chu:rch, what kind ef cbw-oh, ete. The Howeths are f'atniliar faces existing <Ca1:Vary Baptist are tn~ enly try. It's beeB in the Northeast. It's 0bvi

the last 1:6 menths, we've starteq fo'r Tennessee. Ba,Rtists who have two Southern Baptist churches i'n- all of ously been in the South. Revival even 
churches," ~oweth said, "oBe already be.come involved in the Helena. came as far as the Missi~sippi River 

campus ef Montana State Uni- Tennessee Ba:ptist Convention According to Howeth, 80.' percent o( and Missouri. But it jump~d across the 
" That campl!lS chm'ch - called , .partn~rS.hip with ·the Montana the 240,ooq peo,ple· livi:r:>;,g in south- Great Plains, over the :Rocky Moun-
Deimition - had 50 students ·southern Baptist Convention. . west Montana don't know the Lord. tains, into California. Se without r eal 

up fer their. first Sunday serVice. "Without the Amrie Art.nsttong East- There are ~n.ly 1,500 Southern Bap- revival in Montana, we have to deal 
eth estimates tl:l-at 95 p,ercent of er Offering, my role··in our association tist chur-ch m~mbers in this en-tire with secularism arid humanism," said . ' 

.~.~_.,vv·v college students at Montana would not oe possible," Howeth said. area of the state. Major revival has· Howeth. 
~are lost and without Christ. "Even though we've grown to 28 never eome to the state, he ·says. This -See NAMB, page 8 

Porch speaks to SBC leaders 
11e's Porch, center, executive director of the Tennessee /Bap
. Convention Visits with Tennessee members on the Execu

~ Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention during their 

1eting last ~eek in Nashville. Porch was on the program and 
3.red with committee members the TBC's toe-us on healthy 
Jrches as he discussed "Becoming a Kingdom Culture. n Vis
g with Porch are Roger uSingn Oldham) left, pastor of First 

otist Church Martin, and Joe Wright, director of missions for 
er Baptist Association, headquartered in Dyersburg. 

Of hurricane-damaged church. . 

WMU help~ church restore nursery 
By Connie, Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector 

SPRINGFIELD- Showers 
are regula.Tly held for babies. 
Now a shewer has been held 
for· a chtirch nursery. 

Although. it was snowy, 
' a~out- 7 5 people b.rought gifts 
to the Robertson County Bap
tist Assoei_atio:n office here 
Sunday Feb. 19. Women and 
men ef all ages including Mis
sion Friends bre~ght gifts· for 
the nursery of Escatawpa Bap
tist Church, Moss Point~ Miss. 
The chur~h's ·nursery was 
flood·ed by Hurricane Katrina. 
The association has adopted 
the church. 

The guests brought items on 
a list provided by the WMU 
diteetor of Escatawpa Chur~h. 
Or they purchased gifts from 
baby shower gift registries set 

. up at area stores, explained 
Phyllis Cobb, WMU director of 
Robertson County Association. 

The church needed the 
help, said Cobb. Flood waters 
reached about half way up on 
n ursecy walls so· everything 
was a loss. The church wasn't 
able to l1uy flood insurance 
when it tried. The chtirch had 
other insurance, but it was . 
needed te buy items such as 
heating/air conditioning units 
and pews . .Since the h~rricane, 
Escatawpa Church had lost 
several families because it 
didn't have -a furnished nuxs
ery. 

Gifts brought to the shower 
included four baby_ beds and 
mattresses, six high chairs, 
two walkers, two bouncing 
seats, two swings, and numer
ous toys, books, sippy cups, 
diapers, wipes, and other 
items. 

The owner of ffinkle Chairs 
gave four rocking chairs. A pas
tor from one of the smallest 
churches in the association 
delivered money from an offer-

ing taken that morning. It was 
one of the largest gifts from a 
church, ·said Cobb. 

In addition, gift cards 
worth $2,386 were given 
and $1,482 in cash was 
given. 

All will be delivered by Cobb 
and her husband, Richard, 
March 4-5 to the church where 
they wilfget to meet the WMU 
director and help her set up the 
nursery. The Cobbs are m em
bers -of Grace Baptist Church, 
Springfield. 

The timing of the trip was 
even directed by God, said 
.Phyllis. If they had been able to 
go Feb. 25-26, workers wouldn't 
have had nursery repairs com
pleted. 

"It's been amazing what 
God has done," said Cobb. "It 
hasn't been a church thing or 
a people thing, but a God 
thing. 

"'And w~ve had so much fun 
out of it," said Cobb. 0 
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1MB responds 
after landslide in 
the Philippines 
Baptist Press 

RICHMOND, Va. - Interna
tional Mission Board missionar
ies in the Philippines are calling 
for prayer as they prepare to 
respond to the Feb. 17 landslide 
that buried the' small village of 
Guinsaugon on Leyte Island. 

More than 100 bodies have 
been pulled from the mountain 
of mud that swallowed 375 
homes there; Filipino officials 
say they fear the death toll could 
climb as high as 1,500. 

"We are saddened to know 
that more than 1,000 Filipinos 
have been buried alive," Carl 
Miller, an IMB missionary to. the 
Philippines, said. "Sadder still is 
the fact that most of these Fil
ipinos have died without know
ing Christ as their personal 
Lord and Savior and will spend 
eternity separated from God." 

Though no IMB personnel 
were in Guinsaugon when the 
landslide hit, a team has been 
sent to the village to assess the 
damage and learn how they can 
best help. The missionaries ask 
people to pray for an end to the 
heavy rains that initially caused 
the landslide and continue to 
slow rescue efforts. 1MB person
nel also have requested prayer 

' for wisdom and safety of the res-
cue crews ,as well as the IMB 
team headed to Guinsaugon. 

Rescue workers used ground
penetrating radar, capable of 
mapping structures up to 50 feet 
deep, to search for possible sur
vivors, an Associated Press story 
reported Feb. 21. U.S. Mannes 
worked : alongside Philippine 
troops and technical experts 
from Malaysia and Taiwan to 
aid in the relief, the report said, 
but were hampered by cave-ins 
in areas they attempted. to exca-

. vate. 
The IMB has set up a web 

page at www.imb.org/world
hunger for people who want t6 
give to the relief effort in Guin-, 
saugon. 0 

Don't use 1hur1h 
dire1tories for 
1ampaigns: Land 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - In a move 
reminiscent of the 2004 presi
dential campaign, the North 
Carolina Republican Party is 
reaching out to local churches in 
the state, asking their members 
for their church directories 
reportedly as part of "get-out
the-vote" efforts. 

An e-mail sent Feb. 15 from 
Chris Mears, identified as a 
political director with the state's 
GOP offices, asked recipjents to 
"collect as many church directo
ries as you can and send them to 
me in an effort to fully register. 
educate, and energize North 
Carolina,s congregations to vote 
in the 2006 elections." 

na ional I s a e n 

In the summer of 2004, the 
Republican National Committee 
and the Bush campaign similar
ly sought church lists from 
members ofRoman Catholic and 
Southern Baptist churches. 

As in 2004, SBC ethicist 
Richard Land is saying the 
party's efforts are misguided. 
"Such a request is completely 
beyond the pale of what is 
acceptable," said Land, presi
dent of the Southern Baptist 
Ethics & Religious Liberty Com
mission, in a Feb. 17 interview 
with The Washington Post. 

"This is what political parties 
do in looking for . an advantage," . 
Land told Baptist Press. 
"[H]owever ... I would say under 
no circumstances is a person to 
send their church directory to 
anyone outside of the church. It 
is a violation of the trust of your 
fellow "Church members." 

Whether it is a political , 
party, a direct mail company, or 
any other retSiler, the personal 
information of another· church 

.member should never be shared, 
Land continued. "As individuals, 
we shouldn't do it; the Republi
can Party shouldn't ask you to 
do it." 

The e-mail from Mears noted 
the Republican National Com
mittee had determined "people 
who regularly attend church 
usually vote Republican when 
the~ vote." This fact was con
firmed by Land: "Exit polls in 
2004 revealed people who 
atterid religious services more 
than. once a week voted for 
George W: Bush by a 2 to 1 mar-

. . ,, 
gm. 

It was 
these findings, 
according to --the e-mail, 
that prompted 
the North Car
olina Republi
can Party to 

LAND initiate the 

ministers to whom .Martin 
Luther King addressed his 
famous "Letter from a Birming
ham Jail" but was the only one 
mentioned by name in the body 
of the letter. 

King's message from the city 
jail was actu
ally a response 
written to '"the 
Good Friday 
Statement"' 
from the eight 
progressive , 
white Birm
ingham reli
gious leaders STALLINGS 
on April 13, 
1963. In it the group noted a 
desire to help prevent violent 
demonstrations they believed 
could damage progress that had 
recently been attained. 

The mere mention of his 
name led Stallings to be criti
cized by leaders on both sides of 
the civil rights movement. 

Stallings left Birmingham in 
1965, moving to First Baptist 
Church, Marietta, Ga., for 11 
years. 

Stallings' full-ti~e pastor
ates included Ridgedale Baptist 
Church in Chattanooga. He 
graduated from Carson-New
man in 1943. He was honored by 
the college as a Distinguished 
Alumnus in 2003. 

The family requests that 
memorial donations be made to 
the Dr. and Mrs. Earl Stallings 
Endowed Scholarships at Car
son-Newman College, Office of 

· Advancement, C-N 'Box 72017, 
' Jefferson City, TN 37760 .. C) 

White House's . ' 

Katr1na report 
praises Baptists 
Baptist Press 

AL~HARETI'~ Ga. - The 
White House, in a report assess
ing the response to Hurricane 
Katrina, praised and commend
ed faith-based organizations 

. including Southern Baptists for 

s 

their quick and 
work to aid ~torm v'ictinls in 1 
Gulf stat~.s. 

The 228-pngc documt 
.report. titltld ---rhe Fede 
Response to Hurricane Kntri 
Lessons Learned,.. said '"fai 
based organizations ... pro,·ic 
extraordinary service~. ) 
example, more than 9,( 
Southern Baptist Convent 
North American Mission B~ 
(NAlt-IB) voluntee rs from 
states served in Tex 
Louis iana, Mississippi . Ala 
.rna, and Georgia. These voh 
teers ran mobile lcitchens E 

recovery sites." 
Hurricane Katrina was om 

the worst natural disasters 
American history - leav 
more than 1,300 dead 
Louisiana, Mississippi, 6 

Alabama, hundreds of thousaJ 
homeless and without jobs, l 

tens of billions of dollars in dE 
age to homes, businesses, and 
Gulf Coast landscape. 

"The Southern Baptist C 
vention, North American ~ 
sion Board and other fai 
based organizations provi< 
food and shelter to many ev 
uees and helped them find u 
porary and permanent housit 
the White House repc 
released Feb. 23, noted. 

Southern Baptist Disas 
Relief volunteers contribu 
nearly 165,000 ''volunteer da 
in the aftermath of the hu 
canes. The labor value of Bap 
volunteer relief work equatM 
some $22.4 million, using a 1 • 
rate of $1 'Z an hour for an ei~ 
hour day. 

~parately, more than 1, t 

Southern Baptist churc 
nationwide have committed 
"adopt"-over a one- to two-:y 
period - one of the 400 hu 
cane-damaged Baptist churc 

• 
in the affected Gulf states. 

The White House report 1 
chided the federal governm 
for not adequately integral 
faith-based and non-governllj 
tal groups into the ove 
response effort. 0 

call for church 
directories. "In light of this 
study's findings," the e-mail 
says, "it is imperative that we 
register, equcate, and get these 
potential voters from the pew to 
the ballot box. To do this we 
must know who these people 
are." 

55 commentary writers chose 

In response to the criticism 
the effort sparked, an executive 
with the state party, Bill 
Peaslee, said the. party "believes 
that people shouldn't leave their 
moral and s.piritual beliefs at 
the door of the polling place." He 
said the party was "just appeal
ing to one of our constituencies, 
just as the Democrat Party 
does."O 

Civil rights leader 
Earl Stallings dies 
Carson-Newman news office 

JEFFERSON CITY - Car
son-Newman College graduate 
Earl Stal1ings, who served as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Birmingham, Ala.. in the early 
1960s, died in Lakeland, Fla., 
Feb. 23 at the age of 89. 

Stallings was one of eight 

For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD- A director 
of missions and a denomination
al employee will write Sunday~ 
School commentaries for the 
March-May quarter. 

Phil Taylor, director of mis
sions for Bradley County Bap
tist Association since 1999, will 
write the Family Bible Series. 

A native of Virginia Beach, 
Va., Taylor is a graduate of Cum
berland College, Williamsburg, 
Ky. He earned his master of 
divinity degree from Southeast
ern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Wake Forest, N.C. 

Taylor has served as a pastor 
of four churches in Ohio and Vu
ginia and has been an evangel
ist with the SBC International 
Mission Board in Tanzania, East 
Africa, Honduras, South Africa, 
and Sri Lanka. 

He and his wife, Peggy, have 
two children: Jacqueline, 19, and 
Brad, 17. 

TAYLOR 

Marvin P. Nail, an emplc 
of Life Way Christian Resou 
and member of Pirst BaJ 
Church, Nashville, will write 
Explore the Bible series. 

A native of Mississippi, J 
is a graduate of Mississ 
State University, Starkv 
and holds both the maste 
divinity and doctor of mini 
degrees from Southern Bai 
Theological Seminary, Lo 
ville, Ky. 

Nail, a former officer in 
U.S. Air Force, has held 
torates in Germany, Kent\. 
and Tennessee. 0 
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"'cCarters lead • • miSSIOnS 
• 

work despite busy lives 
onnie Davis Bushey 

• tist and Reflector 
canes struck the Gulf Coast. 

In response to the media 
~-~----.-.~....-.-=="" said, pointing to the trailer and 

EVIERVILLE - Scott and 
ie McCarter nm a 75-acre 

l cattle farm and a real 
~ate auction business. They 
ve two grown daughters and 
3 active members of First 
ptist Church here. Scott is 
airman of the church's mis
•ns committee. 
They have been active in 

churches all of their 
es, tlae McCarters reported. 

when they started serving 
ministering through mis

their lives changed dra
tically, said the couple, for 

• 
-reports, Debbie decided "we've 
got to go help." It was the cou
ple's busiest time of year, but in 
three weeks they were leading a 
church team to help hurricane 
victims. 

The McCarters · have Jed 
three disaster relief teams of 
about 65 - volunteers to Biloxi, 
Miss. , to serve four weeks. The 
next trip is planned for March 
11-19 to work with Woolmarket 
Baptist Church, Biloxi. The 
McCarters welcome anyone to 
join them. For more information, 
call them at (S65) 428-4567. 

Hurricane victims 

tent. First Church, Sevierville, 
has provided about 100 care 
packages for delivery. 

Scott will never forget the 
man he and his brother-in-law 
visited. He was a pawn shop 
owner who was glad for the visit 
and invited the Tennesseans 
into his home. The man was 
very complimentary of Baptist 
disaster relief workers, saying 
they were the only ones who had 
really helped people in his 
neighborhood. 

good. 
It all began about six years 
:> when Scott accompanied his 
>ther-in-law on Scott's first 
ssion trip- to Rio de Janeiro, 
azil. The team from First 
.urch, Sevierville, was sup
rting the Tennessee/Rio Bap~ 
t Partnership. That led both 
>tt and Debbie to become a 
rt of Debbie's first mission 
p to Rio. 

"It breaks your heart so deep 
you want to keep going back. 
You want to help the people 
there. The news doesn't do it jus
tice. Y6u just can't believe the 
devastation," said Debbie: 

SCOTT AND DEBBIE MCCARTER stand outside their home in 

Scott's brother-in-law wit
nessed to the man, assertively 
adding that as the man of the 
family he was the example to 
them. The man said he would 
seriously consider making the 
decision, and accepted the mate
rials the volunteers offered him. 

"Our plate gets fuller and 
fuller but God just keeps work
ing out things," said Scott, 
adding his schedule is some
what. flexible, he explained. "It 
seems like the more missions we 
go on the more time He opens 
up." 

As a result of their efforts in 
Biloxi, the McCarters and team 
members. have seen three people 
make professions of faith. 

Sevierville. 

It was a moving experience, 
recalled Debbie, as the pastor 
confessed his church hadn't 
reached out to Marty like it 
should have. Then Marty 
"opened up. It was very moving," 
said Scott. 

The volunteers often were 
embarrassed to enter people's 
homes, explained Debbie. The 
volunteers would come straight 
from the work site, filthy. But 
the residents alwaays insisted 
they come in and visit. 

''You could tell how much it 
meant for us just to be there," 
said Scott. 

Personal views 
"Anybody could do this," said 

Debbie. "We're not doing any
thing speciaL" 

When Debbie returned, she 
t led to become involved in 
~ Sunday School outreach pro
un, FAITH, which can involve 
l.ts with people in their llomes 
l:l witnessing to them. Then 
' ~cCarters served on anoth
chlircft:team to Rio. 
In 2004 the couple helped 
~ir church. form a Tennessee 
ptist Convention disaster 
1ef chain saw crew to respond 

They told of th~ widow lady 
they met there who lives by her
self. Her home was flooded and 
all of its contents were dam
aged. Her $11,900 of insurance 
wasn't going to help her much, 
said Scott. 

DEBBIE MCCARTER muds 
some dry wall in a home in 
Biloxi, Miss. . 

Scott also won't forget the 
two men who were mission vol
unteers for the first time who 
witnessed to someone for the 
first time. They led two men to 
the Lord. One of the team mem
bers returned to Sevierville .and 
began teaching a Sunday School 
class for boys. 

"They are so excited they 
can't wait to go back," said Deb
bie, referring to Mississippi. 

''We're just taking time out of 
our lives to do it," Scott said. 

"We don't do it. It's Him," said 
Debbie. 

Hurricane Ivan in Atmore, 
t They saw four people make 
•tci:>O:.J.·, .IJ.J.i:l of faith. 

year they combined a 
~sonal fly-fishing trip to Mon
La with a TBC partnership 
~ to Montana. As a result, 
~y are -planning a missions 
~·to help a church in Manhat-
1., Mont. 

They accomplished ·a lot 
toward repairing the woman's 
house and hope to return to 
complete it. 

for him because of their inflated 
prices. The ~ church provided the 
roofing materials and the team 
free labor. 

A member of the team had a 
part~ally paralyzed soli. She 
helped Marty who also was hav
ing trouble with home health 
care workers. The woman--and 
team insisted that Marty, who 
hadn't been out of his house for 
a month, join them at an 
evening meal and sharing time 
at the church they were working 
with. 

The team enjoyed delivering 
care packages developed by 
Debbie. The packages included 
items she learned the people 
need and are sealed in very 
large zip-lock bags because 
many of the hurricane victims 
must store such items in tents 
which leak when it rains. Many 

They don!t always agree 
although they have been mar

. ried 30 years. Scott thought the 
team for the January trip was 
getting too big. He was wrong, 
he admitted. 

He is proud of Debbie for 
being assertive and building the 
team. "She pulls me," said Scott. 
. They also have enjoyed prac
ticing personal evangelism and 
seeing lives changed eternally. 

'rhe McOarters hadn't been 
f e long from Montana when 
trina and the other hurri-

The couple and team also 
became very close to Marty, a 
43-year-old quadriplegic who 
had a damaged roof. Retired · 
from the military he was hurt in 
a mot01:-cyele accident. He 
couldn't a'fferd to hire the 
roofers who had offered to work 

live in small trailers. ' 
One lady was so apprecia

tive, the couple recalled. She 
and her three children had 
such a living arrangement. 
"This is all we've got," the lady 

"What you're missing out on 
by not going on these trips is the 
abundant life," said Scott. 0 

:hurches can do m-uch more to deter arson, experts explain 
Michael Foust 
otist Press 

- Despite a possible 
tse of vulnerability in light of recent 
mts in Alabama, churches can do 
tch to deter and even prevent arson to 
· property, insurance experts say. 
Ten Baptist churches, including four 
1thern Baptist ones, were set on fire 
arsonists in rural Alabama in Febru
'· Nine of the fires were set at night, 
i federal and state officials have yet to 
est anyone. 
Churches in Alabama and other states 
t take common sense precautions to 
•teet their buildings, experts say. One 
urance company that deals often with 
u-ches, GuideOne Insurance, has 
~ased a list of arson-preventing tips. 
~ Alabama Baptist State Board of Mis
ns posted the GuideOne tips on its web 
~. or go to www.guideonecenter.com. 
.. Probably the best of all the ideas is to 
re better locks, steel-clad doors, and to 
re a lot of light around the church," 
1 Swedenburg, coordinator of annuity 

• 

and insurance services for the Alabama 
Baptist St~te Board of Missions, told 
Baptist Press. "Many churches will put 
one security light somewhere on th~ 
parking lot, and you really need four -
one on each corner of the property - fac
ing th~ building. 

"You do th.ose basic things and add a 
good church watch program, and you've 
got a good plan." 

A church watch program, Swedenburg 
said, is similar to a neighborhood watch, 
"where you!re making people aware that 
they need to keep an eye on the church, 
asking people to drive by there when 
they're going out - just looking to see if 
everything's OK" 

An alarm system, aif a church can 
afford it," also helps, Swedenburg said. 
The alarm should be equipped with 
either· an automated phone dialer that 
calls the police, or at a minimum, an 
alarm, he said. 

GuideOne lists five "Ls" to prevent arson 
- lockup, lighting, landscaping, lookout, 
and law enforcement. The complete list of 
GuideOne's arson-preventing tips follows: 

Building exterior 
• "Illuminate ·exterior buildings,

doors, and parking lots from sunset to 
sunrise," GuideOne says. 

• "Consider installing motion-activat
ed lighting near doors and windows. 

• "Keep doors and windows locked 
when the building is unoccupied. 

• "Trim shrubs and trees around win
dows and doors to eliminate potential 
hiding places for arsonists and criminals. 

• "Keep track of and limit the dis
bursement of building keys. 

• "Make sure that doors are of solid 
core (not hollow) construction and are 
outfitted with quality deadbolt locks and, 
if hinged on the outside, [have] tamper
proof hinges. 

• "Utilize wire-mesh glass in windows 
for additional protection. 

• "Do not store ladders and tools out
side the building. 

• "Keep the property free from trash 
and other potentially combustible debris. 

• "CoD.sider ~g video security 
cameras at entrances and other key areas. 

• "Park church vehicles in differing 

locations on the property throughout the 
week to vary routine." 

Building interior 
• "Leave interior entry lights on 

overnight. 
• "Make sure that flammable liquids 

are stored in a locked closet or cabinet 
away from any heat sources, such as 
heating or air conditioning equipment. 

• "If possible, install a central station 
monitored security/fire detection system 
and sprinkler fire suppression system. 

• "Consider the use of timers for lights 
and/or radios during evening hours. 

• "Look for items that appear out of 
place or out of the ordinary." 

General precautions 
• "Ask neighbors to alert police if any

thing suspicious is seen on church property. 
• "Develop positive relationships with 

local law enforcement and invite them to 
patrol the property during the overnight 
hours. 

• "Establish a 'church watch' program in 
which members volunteer to drive through 
the property at various times throughout 
the week."O 

• 
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And recent 1MB action 

Rankin talks candidly a.bout private prayer language 
about the work and functioning 
of the Holy Spirit is applicable,"' 
he noted. "Now that may change 
historically, but I certainly don't 
think we have the latitude ro 
just disregard it. 

IMB missionnry. By Trennis Henderson 
Associated Baptist Press 

BANFF, Alberta, Canada 
Acknowledging he has practiced 
a private prayer language "for 
more than 30 years," Jerry 
Rankin candidly shared his 
views Feb. 17 about the South
ern Baptist International Mis
sion Board trustees' recent 
action on the issue. 

Rankin, president of the 1MB 
since 1993, addressed the topic 
during a question-and-answer 
session with Baptist editors 
meeting here for the 2006 Asso
ciation of State Baptist Papers 
annual meeting. 

"I do have a private prayer 
language," Rankin told the edi
tors. However, "I don't consider 
myself to have a gift of tongues. 
I've never been led to practice 
glossolalia publicly. 

"I've never viewed personally 
my intimacy with the Lord and 
the way His Spirit guides me in 
prayer time as being the same 
as glossolalia," he added. "'just 
want God to have freedom to do 
everything that He wants to do 
in my life and I'm going to be 
obedient to that." 

The issue of a private prayer 
language, generally considered 
a form of glossolalia or speaking 
in tongues, came to a head in 
November when IMB trustees 
adopted a policy _ banning the 
future appointment of mission
aries who practice a private 

. 

prayer language. IMB policy 
already excludes people who 
speak in tongues in public wor
ship from serving as missionar
Ies. 

Although the new policy 
specifies it is not retroactive, 

· some trustees expressed con
cern that the action is a slap at 
Rankin's leadership. He con
firmed prior to his 1993 election 
that his private prayer life 
included occasional experiences 
of"praying in the Spirit." 

Rankin said the board action 
"did create suspicion" among 
some of his supporters "because 
of an awareness of my personal 
practices." 

One of his concerns, Rankin 
added, is that "it was so difficult 
to identify any compelling reB;
son" for trustees to adopt the 
policy. 

"Certainly biblically it goes 
beyond the doctrinal parame
ters of the Baptist Faith · and 
Message," h e emphasized. "I 
can't remember in my tenure 
when the board pushed forward 
to actually adopt something 
that was as divisive and contro
versial in terms of 'why do we 
need to do this?' 

"It does go beyond what 
Southern Baptists have defined 
in our confession of faith which 
should be our doctrinal guide
lines," he added. "It does alien
ate and offend a large segment 
ef our churches." . 

Despite his concerns, Rankin 

NAMB initiates review plan 
Baptist Press force is beginning its work this 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. 
During a "family chat" with 
some 200 North American 
Mission Board employees on 
Feb. 22, North American Mis
sion Board President Bob Rec
cord advised employees to 
1'keep your heads high, stay on 
task, pray a lot, and reflect 
Ch1ist in everything you do.J) · 

The hour-long session in 
NAMB's auditorium was in 
r esponse to a front-page, 
unsourced article in The 
Christian Index, the official 
newspaper of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention. The story 
criticized NAME's effective
ness in increasing Southern 
Baptist baptisms and church 
starts (see Feb. 22 issue of 
Baptist and Reflector). 

To address the issues 
raised by the Index, Reccord 
announced several specific 
actions to ensure that NAMB 
and its leadership are and 
remain above reproacli: 

• At Reccord's r:equest. 
NAMB trustee chairman 
Barry Holcomb has appointed 
a task force of trustees- com
prised mainly of the board's 
executive committee members 
- to review all the issues 
raised in the article. The task 

week at NAME's offices north 
of Atlanta and will report back 
to the entire trustee board 
with a fully documented and 
detailed study. 

• Reccord contracted the 
services of the national inde
pendent auditing firm of Capin 
and Crouse to conduct a thor
ough audit of issues addressed 
in the article. Capin an<;l 
Crouse- which has performed 
auditS for nonprofits like Cam
pus Crusade for Christ and 
Focus on the Family - already 
has begun the review and will 
provide a detailed report of its 
findings to NAMB's full board 
of trustees. 

• ~d, in cooperation with 
the trustee officers, Reccord 
has called for a special meeting 
of the full board of trustees on 
March 23 to review and discuss 
the findings of both the task 
force and the special audit. 

Chuck Allen, NAME's chief 
operating officer, told the 
NAME employees, "This could 
be our finest hour. 

"Dr. Reccord and I want you 
to take the high road and QQd 
will lead us through this. We 
pray that God will use this sit
uation to make NAMB and 
our churches even better and 
stronger," Allen said . 0 

said his responsibility is "t{) lead 
the organization, stay focused 
on the vision and keep us mov
ing forward in that context. 

"' understand and accept the 
rationale and the arguments 
and the authority of those who 
implemented it," he told the edi
tors. "To me, it's ho violation of 
my integrity and my responsi
bility to be accountable to them 
to implement it. 

"' would never compromise 
or violate perso~al integrity and 

RANKIN 

convictions," 
he insisted. 

"But every 
leader some
times h as to 
do things that 
they wouldn't 
necessarily 
prefer to do or 
even be m 
agreement 
with. There's 

an accountability to implement
ing the policies of our l;>oard and 
carrying them out and I'm going 
to do that to enable us to fulfill 
our mission task." 

Detailing his personal views 
on the issue, Rankin said, "I'm 
certainly not a cessationist"' 
(someone who believes certain 
spiritual gifts recorded in Scrip
ture, such as speaking in 
tongues, no longer function). 

"I believe . . . as long as the 
Holy Spirit is operable in our 
lives and in the church and in 
the world, what the Bible tells 

"'just_d~n't see how you can 
be an inerrantist and be a ces
sationist," Rankin said. But he 
acknowledged others hold the 
view that someone can't be an 
inerrantist without being a ces
sationist. 

Insisting that "I don't consid
er myself a charismatic," 
Rankin said his private prayer 
language remains just that -
private. 

"No one's ever heard me pray 
in anything other than English 
so I think it is still very private 
and it will remain so," he said, 
"but it's nothing to deny. 

"I've been very open with the 
board" about his per sonal 
prayer life, Rankin added. 

"I don't advocate it. I don't 
see it as normal or t}lat I should 
propose that anyone ought to 
pray in tongues. It's just what 
God has chosen to do in my 
life." . 

Concerning the trus tees' 
November action , Rankin said 
the board's personnel commit
tee initially adopted a guideline 
that "was drafted in a way there 
wasn't really any wiggle room. 
It was pretty explicit - anyone 
who had a private pFayer lan~ 
guage, practiced it, was disqual
ified from serving" as a future 

.. I did insist it rome bt: 
the full board because I tl 
you have to be very c.ircm.ns 
in your proces es,· he plai 
..It was at my insistence 
the full board act on it rt1 

than it just being n commi 
that puts this in place .... It 
needed to be affirmed, votec 
or down, by the full board." 

Describing debate over 
recent trustee action as ... 
sive" and "'controvers 
Rankin added, 1 don't thinl 
a dead issue. I think thete's 
of reaction ... that's been ge 
ated across the conventio1 
revisit it." 

However, "I'm not confi1 
it will be reversed," be said 
much as there's been rea( 
against it, there's been a l1 
support for it as well I tl 
even controversy strengtl 
the resolve of our board to , 
of justify or defend what thE 
done." 

Looking ahead, Rankin . 
the 1MB's assignment "to at 

the churches in sending i 
missionaries to plant cQ.ur 
overseas" can't be I 
achieved if IMB leaders 
we're going to only assist 
tain churches or an eleme1 
our convention. 

"If t~ey're cooperating ~ 
hers of the Southern Ba 
Convention," Rankin said, 
have an opportunity to s 
them." 0 

Historic iuncture envisioned for CP 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Southern 
Baptist pastors and church 
members may be entering his
toric times in their stewardship 
and global outreach. 

" ... [T]oday ... we have the 
privilege of looking to a historic 
step forward -as Southern Bap
tists in the work of the Coopera
tive Program," Anthony Jordan, 
executive director of the Baptist 
General Convention of Okla
.homa, told the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Executive Com
mittee Feb. 21. 

" ... mf we follow all the way 
through with it, it will be a his
toric breakthrough for the king
dom [and] for Southern Bap
tists," agreed Morris H . 
Chapman, president of the 
Executive Committee. 

Not since the Cooperative Pro
gram was founded in 1925 - as 
Southern Baptists' primary chan
nel for supporting state-by-state, 
national, and international mis
sions and mi11istries-have state 
and SBC leaders jo~ed together 
in "a definite focus . . . and a 
vision," as Chapman described it, 
to strengthen the outreach facili
tated by churches' gifts through 
the Cooperative Program. 

J ordan reported to the Execu
tive Committee that state con
vention. executives during their 

annual meeting the previous said, noting that church al 
week had adopted a set of recom- tions for CP Missions have 
mendations, objectives, and· eri from an average of 10.6 o 
strategies to underscore the offerings they received in 
Cooperative Program, or CP Mis- mid-1980s to 6.64 percent b 
sions,. as vital to Southern Bap- "We believe it is essential 
tist efforts to carry life-changing, we re-educate and repositior 
life-saving faith in Jesus Christ re-strengthen and tell the 1 
to the ends of the earth. again and again so that our 

The Executive Committee, in ple understand what the CO! 
turn, voted to commend the state ative Program is able to 
executives' report' "to all South- especially because many 
ern Baptists" and te "respectfully join Southern Baptist ChUJ 
request the state conventions act "come out of backgrounds 
upon those recommendations" have no understanding of 
later this year during their history of what we have 
respective annual meetings. - together and what we do co 

The recommendations note, atively" through the Cooper 
for example, that a "commitment Program, Jordan said. 
to biblical stewardship" must be The Executive CommittE 
promoted, including tithing by addition to endorsing the 
church members; Cooperative executives' report, voted to 
Program gifts provided by stewardship education tc 
churches to their state conven- ministry assignments, per 
tions; and CP gifts provided by messengers' approval durin 
the states to global SBC causes. SBC's June 13-14" annual I 

"At the heart of everything ing in Greensboro, N.C. 
that is connected to the Coopera- The stewardship minist 
tive Program," Jordan noted, "is to "produce, develop, pul 
carrying the gospel through and distribute products 
where we live, through our state, help Southern Baptists to 
our nation, and our world . . . . in commitment to J esus C 

"It is going to take us joining by applying biblical prineip 
together as churches, as pastors, stewardship" - wo~ld be t 
and leaders, to tell the story of ferred to the Executive Con 
the Cooperative Program and to tee from LifeWay Chri 
put it again in the position of Resources, which fielded 
being at the front end of every- assignment as part of the ~ 
thing we do in missions," Jordan restructuring in 1997. 
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rriage amendment survives first challenge 
e onnie Wilkey, editor .- time, must "be published six months" 
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, prior to the election of the next legisla-
of now Tennesseans still have the ture. 

live in such place. 
In some areas of the nation, judges 

have ruled in favor of "gay marriages," 
thu~ forcing more and more states to look 
at amending their constitutions. Nineteen 
states have passed marriage amendments 
and at least four other states besides Ten
nessee have them scheduled for fall votes 
and that number is expected to grow. 

rtunity to vote on ~-proposed state The ACLU said the amendment has 
lin.~ itutional amendment in November. ·been published in papers only four and a 
Plairt Tennessee state court judge ruled half months prior to the election. 
ce ' >. 23 against a lawsuit filed by the Chancellor Ellen Hobbs Lyle, the rul
~ ra~ terican Civil Liberties Union to keep ing judge, s~d the amendment's coverage 
llllli1i : amendment off the ballot. The deci- fulfilled the constitutional requirement. 
,. It o is likely to be appealed by the ACLU Gay marriage is already banned by law 
'oted'. :;he state Supreme Court. . in Tennessee, an amendment to the state 
rd.' The ACLU contended that the Ten- constitution would strengthen the ban. 
ver k ;see legislature had not properly pub- As I -have written before, I normally 
IS 

1!& :u~d the amendment in newspapers would not favor amending the state con
rea·. oss the state. stitution for this matter. If we lived in a 
hink Gonstitutional amendments in Ten- nation where common sense prevailed 
~e·s~ I see masty pass in two consecutive ses- and judges apheld the laws a4:eady in the 
n According to the state constitu,ti(m, books, we wouldn't need to amend the 

The ACLU will continue to champion 
the cause of gay and lesbian groups. Trust 
me, if t he vote is taken in November, they 
will pull out ·an the stops in order to win. 

amendment, after ·passing the first constitution. Sad to say, however, we don't 
' . 

Christians must be just as diligent. 
All Christians, regardless of denomina

tion, need to champion the cause of Christ 
and work hard to keep marriage defined 
as what God intended it to be- a union 
between a man and a wolllan. 0 

. . 

at love does for both sides _of a pulpit 

lrs 

om both 
des of 
•e pulpit 

By Johnnie Godwin 

f.ben my last interim pas-' 
lte ended, the church c;>ver
~m:leu. Phyllis and me with 
il"e~;sums of love and care. A 
!ILU...,,v _ afternoon program 
sted roWJoasted me in great 

and with great love. The 
sting hit upon every idiosyn
;y of mine that had caused 
people a grin or a chagrin. 

;aste of one church's love 
~e emcee read a poem she 
!;written; and with each line 
ti . characterized one of my 
uuan1;1e.s, she would pull out 

WT~ipr~esent~iti,re gift from a bas
For example: a huge bott le 
tsup with the comment that 

it on cornbread, soup, and 
other things; a big bottle of 

tas<:o with the reference that 
llonJI:'b. from Texas and liked all 

ftoc1a hot; a package of Fish
ltmr l\lr 's Friend Original Extra 
I VII'·l'l. cough drops (with 

to 'C te hint of my forcing a lint
~red one from my pocket on 
one who coughed much dur
a sermon); and too many 

of 1 ~r idiosyncrasies to name. 
i you get the idea. 
~ ~estifiers took up the roast 

calling me a "wordy" man 
i use I offer so many defini
,s of words - but graciously 

~ ed a comment that I insisted 
to ! getting all my words in by 
tn end of the hour. As a matter 

:act, the toasting tributes 
e sometimes b.ard to tell 
rt from the roasting. For 
mple, a couple of folks 
inded me that they would 
er forget my sermon series 

f syzygy," which also included 
~ tergy., (see Philippians 4:3, 

C$1 • footnote; Matthew 11:28-
Another required me to 

lrt stle a gospel song solo 
mse I whistled so much dur
offertories and other times. 

· person chose to toast with a 
ing solo of"Thank You"; and 
lage sisters harmonized as 

they sang their own arrange
ment of "You Are My Sunshine." 

When all had been said, sung 
and whistled, it still wasn't over. 
The chairman of deacons came 
forward. He spoke kind words. 
Then on -behalf of the church, he 
gave Phyllis and me a plaque of 
appreciation and an inappropri
ately large cash gift, which 
proved that "Love Is a Spend
thrift." It was hard to be a gra
cious receiveF since I had done 
so little whlle the church had . 
done so much. 

From all of this, you might 
surmise that the tenure ·of my 
interim pastorate matched one 
that occurred in California. . 
There a church honored its 
preacher for being their "inter
im pastor" for 43 year~. When 
the late Ralph Grubbs - a 
member of "my" church - had 
seen that on TV, he asked, 
"Johnnie, are you interested in 
anything like that?" Well, no; it 
wasn't my calling. This time I 
was interim f~r just nine 
months. Nevertheless, in that .. 
short time, something called 
love had bonded -church and 
interim pastor~couple forever. 

The church moved us to tears 
and humbled tis by its expres-

• 
sions oflove. Our solace came in 
the fact that the church got a 
real pastor to come and be with 
them 24/7, year in and year out, 
one who is a godly, praying, com
passionate pastor. 
One danger of confessional 

preaching/~ tUng 
People. often say a preacher 

has made himself'<vulnerable" if 
he does confessional preaching. 
That means he exposes his 
humanity and shows his feet of 
clay to share: God's grace, mercy, 
and forgiveness iri some way. 
But sometimes confessional 
preaching highlights the 
preacher more than the mes
sage. The confessor may tend to 
make a hero or martyr of him
self more than he point-S to God 
in Christ. Since I illustrate 
much of my writing and preach
ing from personal experience, 1-
try to stay especially sensitive 
to this danger. I remind myself 
almost daily "not to think of. 
[myself] more highly than m 

ought to think ... "(Rom. 12:3). 
I've said that to say "this: I'm 

nobody special; yet, for over 50 
years .of ministry, I've never left 
a church without mutual 1ove 
and sadness over parting. The 
doors have always remained 
open for visits from each side of, 
the pulpit. So when I hear of 
"forced terminations" or pas
tor/people quarrels, it's a special 
grief to me. I long for love to be 
there. 

An ideal pastorate: Like a 
good marriage 

The relationship of pastor 
and people ought to be like a 
good marriage. As Phyllis and I 
celebrate 50 years or marriage 
this year, we love each other 
deeply and still count the other 
as best friend. We have beaten 
the odds and defied statistics. 
But I'm not bragging; rather, I'm 
giving thanks for the bond of 
love that began in Christ, lec:L us 
to meet, court, marry, bear fruit, 
and love each other more now 
than at the beginning. Okay, tell 
the truth: what about those lit
tle irritations that build up over 
the lifetime of a long marriage? 
I confess they are pres~nt time 
and again. But-th_ey take a~ back 
seat to the priority and superi
ority of love. 

Paul compared Jesus' rela
tionship to the church as that of 
a groom to a bride (Ephesians 
5). That passage also deals with 
both the relationship of church 
members to each other and 
mates to each other in a mar
riage. An undershepherd can 
never match the Great Shep
herd. The Great Shepherd is 
perfect, -permanent, eternally 
powerful, and loving. Still, the 
Great Shepherd is the pastor's 
model for how he-should love 
and treat the bride - t he 

' church (also see·John 10). When 
love has its way on both sides of 
the pulpit, only (}{)d brings an 
end to the pastor-church rela
tionship and not some irrecon
cilable difference. Pastors and 
churches come and go over the 
years, but love should mark the 
whole process. 

The Stewardship of Love 
rm an amateur and not a 

student of statisties, so I don't 

know whether there's any rela
tionship to the national divorce 
rate and the increase in pastor
church divorces. I'Ve wondered, -
though, if there might be some 
relationship between churches -
and pastors bailing out in sepa
ration instead of toughing out 
life together. Whether there is or 

· not, pastor/church divorces -
initiated from either side -
tend to reflect ~he absence of 
first love and failure in the 
stewardship responsibility of 
nurturing love. So what does 
that mean for both sides of the 
pulpit? 

Just this: When the shepherd 
and the sheep love each other 
d~arly, most other things will 
take a back seat to that rela
~onship. If a pastor and his peo
ple love each other deeply, most 
of their differences will be less 
than what unites them. Ground
ed in love for God in Christ, pas
tor and people become one in 
the bond of love. 

This kind of loving relation
ship shows up in· the tone and 
<;ontent of preaching. It shows 
,up in how the congregation 
receives the pastor's messages. 
The loving pastor speaks the 
truth in love and in kindness. 
Loving hearers car e for and 
respect their pastor· even if they . 
differ on points. 

What about exceptions to 
love? What about divorces 
between churches and pastors 
as well as between people? They 
happen as a part of real life, but 
that in no way lessens God's 
ideal of iove for pastors and peo
ple and for mates. 

A visit of love 
Within the past two months, 

Phyllis and I have returned to 
three of our former interim pas
torates. Each visit was a return 
visit of love. We couldn't have 
had more hugs than if we had 
been at a family reunion. Inter
estingly, in those churches that 
now have pastors, the pastors 
themselves led the· way in wel
coming and hugging us. That>s 
just a little bit of how God can 
use love on both sides of the pul
pit . :J- Copyright 2006 by John
nie C. Godwin. You may contact him 
at johnniegodwin @comcast.net 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Sad day in 
Mayberry 

If Mayberry, N.C., were a real 
town, no doubt the flags would 
be at half mast this week. 

A local legend died last Fri
day (Feb. 24) - Barney Fife. 

Of course, we know it wasn't 
Barney who died. It was Don 
Knotts, the actor who ·created 
one of the most famous fictional 
law officers ever. Barney Fife 
ranks up there with Matt Dillon 
(Gunsmoke) in my book. 

Knotts played a lot of charac
ters in television and the movies 
qver his long and distinguished 
acting career, but he will forever 
be remembered as the bum
bling, -but lovable Barney Fife, 
who always _made life interest
ing, fun, and. sometimes compli
cated for Sheriff Andy Taylor, 
played by Fife's real-life pal 
Andy Griffith. 

The Andy Griffith Show had 
a remarkable run of eight years 
in the 1960s. Knotts was with 
the show as a full-time regular · 
for only five of those years. He 
e~lained once that he _left the 
show when he did because Grif
fith had always said he would 
leave after five years. 

Griffith eventually changed 
his mind, but Knotts h ad 

·already committed to a lucrative 
movie deal. He did return to the 
show for special guest appear
ances over the final three sea
sons, bu,t it was never quite the 
same. 
. Knotts' death is a reminder 
that television has evolved to 
where most of it isn't worth 
watching or we have to compro
mise o:ur personal values to 
watch it. Too many television 
shows today rely on crude jokes, 
sexual innuendo, extreme vio
lence, and other things that sim
ply are not appropriate. 

Even Knotts and Griffith 
later in their careers were 
caught up in what television has 
become and acted in roles unbe
coming to Barney Fife and Andy 
Taylor. 

Maybe I have become an "old 
fogy," but I long for programs 
families can watch together 
without having to "monitor" 
them for content. 

I still believe Christians can 
make a difference in what is 
shown or not shown on t elevi
s~on if they will demand quality 
and refuse to support sponsors 

• of television programs t hat are 
inappropriate. As Barney Fife 
would have said, "We need to nip 
it in the bud." 

Don Knotts is gone, but Bar
ney Fife will cont inue to bring 
laughter to thousands upon 
thousands of people through re
runs and DVDs. So, maybe it's 
not a sad day in ¥ ayberry after 
all. :J 
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Fellowship Matters? 
It was a small country church. There was 

a strong emphasis placed on unity and 

concern for one another. Everybody knew 

each other. You really had to be carefu.l as an 

outsider coming into the church so that you 

didn't talk about someone. You might be talking 

about somebody's cousin! They were family, really; 

and there was a sweetness that characterized their 

lives together as a congregation· of faith. However, her history 

was not all written in love language. There was that hateful 
' . ~ .... 

time; of tumult. It revolved around the leadership of a pastor. 

At the time, no one could fully grasp what was. going on. 
People who had lived together and loved one an?ther for as 

long as anyone could remember suddenly turned on one . 

another. It probably. was not as sudden as it see~ed at the 

time. There were things said and done that to this very day 

lie just below the surface of folk's emotions. A number of 

people left the church. They still had "fellowship" meals, but 

the fellowship had departed for the most part. 

One can't help but wonder if that terrible chapter in the 

history of that church could p.ot have been written differently 

if the congregation had known how and who to call on for 

help in dealing with those disruptive issues. 

Fellowship may be the most needed ''Church Health" 

fut?-ction in our churches today. Your state missionary staff 

wants .to help your church discover what it means.to practice 

fellowship as Christ intended for His body of believers. Please 

contact the following state missionary staff to help your 

church improve its health in the area of fellowship. 

... For information on Healthy Church Conflict and 

Transitional Interim Pastors, and Family/Emotional Conflict 

contact the following state missionary staff: 

Healthy Church Conflict 
Bill Northcott ................... :-············ ............ (615) 371-2099 

Transitional Interim Pastors 
Ray Gilder .................................................. (615) 371-7907 
Bill Northoott ............................................. (615) 371-2099 

• 

Family I Emotional Conflict 
Tony Rankin .................................................... (615) 371-8136 

"Building healthy churches nnpowered by the presence of GotL" 

Healthy 
Church 
Conflict? 
by Bill Northcott 

Conflict can lead towards Fellowship. 

Conflict does not have to kill, maim or 
• 

· destroy. It can be the occasion for renewed 

and deeper fellowship. Even when conflict 

is the consequence of sin, God can use it 

_for good (See Romans 8:28-29). 

The important thing is to find grace 

throagh the Word of God for dealing with 

differences that separate and cause conflict. 

Conflict is nearly impossible to manage, 

much less resolve, apart from: 

The practice of correct biblical attitudes. 

The execution of proper biblical processes. 

• 

• Patience 

~ • Allow God time to work 

(Ephesians 4: 1-3} 

• Be forbearing. (Ephesians 4: 1-3) 

• Communication 

• Listen with understanding to 

explanation. (Proverbs 18:13, 15) 

• Don't gossip. (Proverbs 26:20-21) 

• 

Serious ruptures in the fellowship cs 

church frequently could be prevent' 

proper biblical. processes were folio 

The Bible provides clear guidance for 

a per.son should do. They are: 

• 
When you sin against your brother: 

·The spiritual character of people shows - you are offering your gift on the altar, 
• 

up in the attitudes that are revealed in the 

heat of conflict. Attitudes of people will go 

a long way in bringing about peace and 

reconciliation in other words - Fellowship. 

The following list is not exhaustive, but 
• 

there you remember that your broth 

something against you, leave your gift th 

front of the altar. First go and be reco 
• 

with your brother, and then come an 

your gift". (Matthew 5: 23-24) 

it does reflect biblical attitudes that pro- When your b_rother sins against you: 
. -

mote fellowship. They are: (See Matthew 18:15-17) 

• Love 

Love one another. 

' (John 13:34-35; Proverbs 10: 12) 

• Honesty 
• 

Speak the truth in love. (Ephesians 4: 15) 

• Humility 

Don't put yourself above others. 

(Philippians 2:3-4) 

God hates pride, bur gives grace to the 

humble. (James 4:7) 

Go privately. (Matthew 18: 15) 

Go with two/three witnesses. (Matthew 

Tell it to the church. (Matrhel 18: 17) 

Church discipline. (Matthew 18: J 7) 

Jesus said, ((Blessed are the peactm4 

because they will be called the sons off 

(Marthew 5:9). We all have a choice. 

be peace-takers, peace-breakers, ~tce-li 

or peace-makers! It is never roo late tO 

like a "son of God." 
• 

I 
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Is there Decorum for 
:hurch Business Meetings? 

by Bill Northcott 

We are children of God) and therefore family mem

in rhe faith. We don't always Like it, especially in our 

iness meetings. There is great danger for the paten

rupture of fellowship. 

The following are guidelines that will help promote 

~tJlY dialogue and reduce the potential for disorder 

d division. They are: 

Ser time limits on the meeting (one hour, one and 

one .half hours, rwo hours) depending on the issue/s . -

,to be considered. 
. 
Stand where you are seated. Once the moderator 

has recognized you, speak your mind. 

Please do nor talk ro/at one another across the room. 

Address your questions/ concerns to the moderator. 

No one will be granted the floor to speak the second 

time until everyone has been gi~en the opp0rtunity 

to speak once. 

Do not label or name-call. • 

Allow whoev:er is speaking to finish. In other words, 

do not interrupt someone while he/ she is speaking. 

If a particular issue inve>l:yes a personalWy, that person 

will have a chance to respond. 
-

Do not attack or question motives. 

Speak specifically. 

~peak for yourself (not otheFs). 
I • • 

Consider and respect other points of vkw even if you 

disagree with them. 

Transitional Interim Pastor training is scheduled for May 
22-24 at Linden Valley Conference Center. Fees include 
room accommodations (double occupancy), meals, and 
conference materials. 

Team building, managing conflict, working with the pas
tor search committee, assessing the past and the present, 
:ind getting ready for the new pastor.are some of the top
es that will be covered. 

To register, contact Jewell Burke, Church-Minister 
~elations administrative assistant, at (800) 558-2090, 
~xt. 2010, or (615) 371-2010. Space is limited. 

What is a Transitional 
Interim Pastor? 

Your p.tstor tt.nnounced bis res~~nt:ttion ,r 
1JU111.th tlgo and yestmYia._y tvlls his l.tt.,·t St~ndt~y. 

Now what? 
Th_e period between his departure and the arrival of 

your next pastor is commonly referred to as the interim 

period. It would better be referred ~o as the "transitional" 

period, because this is an excellent opportunity for a con, 

gregation to gain new insight into her specific calling and 

mission. It can be a profitable time for renewal of fellow

ship and ministry. With the right leadership, the "transi- . 

tional" period can be a rewarding time. 

A "Transitional Interim Pastor" (TIP) can act as a cat

- alyst to make good things happen during the interim. 

time. Sotne of the goals of the transitional period are: 

• To maintain the viability of the church. 

• To resolve feelings of grief 

• To· help the congregation rebuild trust in the 

office of pastor. 
I 

' -q:'o reinforce the minisruy of the laity. 

• To he~p clarifY the mission of the church. 

• To deal with special needs of the church. 

• To emphasiZe fellowship and reconciliation. 

Many ministers across Tennessee have been trained to 

work with churches in the '·'transitional" period. Most of 

these are men who have retired from traditional ministries 

and feel a calling to this specialized ministry. The office of 

TBC Church-Minister Rdations maintains a list of men 

who are committed to the·ministry ofTransitional1nterim 

Pastor. 

For .information, ·contact Bill Northcott, Church

Minister Relations, at {800) 558-2090, ext. 2099, or 
-

(615) 371-2099. 

Ethical Covenant for the 
Regulation of Behavior 
in First Baptist Church, 
Anytown, TN 

1. We will put God first in our lives and 
congregation remembering d1at we are 
accountable to Him for all our words, 
thoughts, and actions. 

2. We will treat one another with honor, 
respect, and kindness. 

3. We will listen, both with our ears and 
hearts, to what other members have to say. 

4. We will not attack one another's motives. 

5. We will focus on issues and not 
p~rsonalities. 

6. We will not it1sultl demean, ridicule, and 

otherwise use hateful or ~egative langua,ge 
toward a brother or sister. 

7. We will strive to love one another in the 

Lord and, thereby, maintain the value o[ 

every individual member of the church 
family. 

8. We expect to be held accounta~le for our 
words ana actions. 

9. We will seek to speak the truth in love. 

10. We will follow the biblical injunction to 
rest0re the one who has fallen in a spirit of 
gendeness Galatians 6: 1. 

11. When we feel someone in the church has 

· wronged us, we will seek to resolve the 
problem by following the biblical 
principles set forth .by Jesus in Matthew 
18:15-17. 

' 
12. If we have reason to believe that we have 

' 

offended a brother or sister, we will practice 
-the prescription outlined by Jesus in 

Matthew 5:23-24. 

13. If the issue/problem cannot be resolved 
otherwise, it will be referred to the · 
Church-Ministers Relations Council. 

Coming Up! Coming Up! 
March 14 ...... Regional Secretaries Computer Training, Leawood Baptist Church, Memphis 
March 15 •.. . .. Regional Secretaries Computer Training, Englewood Baptist Church, Jackson 
March 16 .•.... Regional Secretmes Computer Training, Baptist Center, Brentwood 
March 16 ...... Church Building & Finance Conference, Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville 
March 17:-18 .... Missions Team leader Training, Baptist Center, Brentwood 
Marcb 17-18 .... In Spirit and Truth Worship Conference, B_elle Aire Baptist Church, Murfreesboro 
March 18 ...... Bible Fun Field Day & Journey for Kids Camp, Unden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Unden 

For information on upcoming events, see the TBC web site at www.tnbaptistorg . 
• 

Church Health Matters 
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See answers on page 11 

ACROSS 
1 . "The children of Gad called the 

altar " (Josh. 22:34) 
3. "I have trusted also in the Lord; 

therefore I shall not " (Ps. 
26:1) 

7. A son of Zibeon (1 Chron.) :40) 
1 0. 'The seed is under their 

clods" (Joel 1: 17) 
12. "They hands on them" 

(Acts 4:3) 
14. "They are all as an oven" 

(Hos. 7:7) 
15. "Few there be that it" 

(Matt. 7:14) 
16. "Broughtest [Abram] forth out of 
__ of the Chaldees" (Neh. 9:7) 

17. "They left their father Zebedee 
in the " (Mark 1 :20) 

19. "Praise the Lord, all ye Gen-
tiles; and him" (Rom. 
15:11) 

20. 'This man, after he had offered 
__ sacrifice for sins for ever" 
(Heb. 10:12) . 

21. "I am as one mocked of __ 
neighbour" (Job 12:4) 

22. "The earth was without form, 
and " (Gen. 1 :2) 

23. "How a man then under-
stand?" (Prov. 20:24) 

24. "He said, is finished" 
(John 19:30) 

25.Wail 
26. 'Turned from eastward 

toward the sunrising"(Josh. 
19: 12) 

28. " , and all hills, fruitful . 
trees, and all cedars" (Ps. 148:9) 

30. "Round about the throne were 
four and twenty " (Rev. 4:4) 

32. " it in a book" (lsa. 30:8) 
33. "So , being many, are one 

body in Christ" (Rom. 12:5) 
34. Metal 
35. "In and caves of the 

earth" (He b. 11 :38) 
36. 'When Jesus finished 

these parables, he departed" 
(Matt. 13:53) 

37. "Is sick among you?" 
(James 5:14) 

38. "I will put my hook in thy __ " 
(2 Kings 19:28) 

39. "Let me through thy land" 
(Deut. 2:27) 

40. 'Where __ God my Maker?" 
(Job 35:10) 

41 . 'The are a people not 
strong" (Prov. 30:25) 

42. "Rabbi, thou the Son of 
God" (John 1 :49) 

43. "I saw, and behold a in 
the midst of the earth" (Dan. 
4:10) 

44. Something that wipes away 
47 ... Sallu, , Hilkiah, Jedaiah" 

(Neh. 12:7) 
48. "Thou shall not __ to offer 

• 

Barbour Publishing 

the first of thy ripe fruits" (Exod. 
22:29) 

49. Sodium, chem. symbol 

DOWN 
1. A son of Judah (1 Chron. 2:3) 
2. "If thou these things" (John 

7:4) 
3. "All iniquity shall __ her 

mouth" (Ps. 1 07:42) 
4. "And God said, __ there be 

light" (Gen. 1 :3) 
5. "I shall never be __ adversity" 

(Ps. 10:6) 
6. "Achim begat __ " (Matt. 1:14) 
7. Help 
8. According to Freud, the selfish 

part of the self 
9. "Turn aside, sit down __ " 

(Ruth 4:1) 
11 . "Lo , we have searched 
it'' (Job 5:27) 

13. "Rejoice __ be glad in thee'' 
(Ps. 70:4) 

15. "I will send into their 
hearts" (Lev. 26:36) 

16. "Bakbukiah and __ , their 
brethren" (Neh. 12:9) 

17. Recoils 
18. 'The archers __ him" (1 

Sam. 31 :3) 
19. 'The which is lent to the 

Lord" (1 Sam. 2:20) 
20. 'Wherein shall go no galley 

with " (lsa. 33:21) 
22. You, Fr. 
23. 'The sweet from a far 

country" (Jer. 6:20) 
25. "Why beholdest thou the __ 

that ~s in thy brother's eye?" 
(Luke 6:41) 

26. Takes a chair . 
27. 'To every man according to his 
__ " (Rom. 2:6) 

28. Joseph's wife 
29. Perfect excellence 
31. Long periods of time 
33. 'The Lord not in the wind" 

(1 Kings 19:11) 
35. "She on her lovers" (Ezek. 

23:5) 
36. Head coverings 
37. "The children of Benjamin .. 

.dwelt at Michmash and " 
(Neh. 11 :31) 

38. Compass point 
39. " for the peace of 

Jerusalem" (Ps. 122:6) 
41 . "The of the covenant'' 

(Heb. 9:4) 
42. ''The sons of Jether, Jephun-

neh, and Pispah, and " (1 
Chron. 7:38) 

43. "I will be __ him a Father" 
(Heb. 1 :5) 

44. Letter that precedes em 
45. Letter that follows em 
46. Egyptian sun god 

NAMB missionary probes for ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

Howeth says the people of 
Montana are tough, independ
ent, self-sufficient folk , who put 
their trust mainly in them
selves. "Trying to get them to 
place their faith and trust in the 
one true Savior, the one true 
God, is a huge issue of surren
der for them. 

"It's not that the people of 
Montana are all atheists," 
Howeth said. "They're good, 
moral people. They believe in 
God and they know about Jesus 
Christ. But they don't under
stand the personal implications 
of the gospel. Southern Baptists 
first came to Montana in 1952 
and even with the great work 
we're doing today, we still have 
reached only one percent of the 
population." 

A native of Missoula, Mont., 
Howeth did not come from a 
Christian home, but accepted 
Christ in 1978 at the age of 22. 
He and wife Debbie are what he 
calls "first-generation Chris
tians." Dave shared the gospel 
with her on their honeymoon. 

Today, Debbie serves as sec
retary and office manager for 
the Association. They have three 
grown children, two of them in 
college. 

"The churches in the Trea
sure_ State Association are price
less and the pastors are gems," 
he said. "It's a great honor to be 
able. to work alongside them, to 
resource them, and to - assist 
them in fulfilling their vision of 
reaching the harvest field. 

"It is my job to serve those 
who serve others," he said. "My 

DAVE HOWETH, right, director of missions/new work strategist 
Treasure State Baptist Association, based in Helena, visited II 
August with Tennessee Bap-tists participating on a 'Vision tot 
From left are Gary Rickman, ministry coordinator, Tennessee & 
tist Convention; Bobby Turner, First Baptist Church, Dandridc 

' 
Candy Phillips, executive director, Tennessee Woman's Missiom. 
Union; and Janice Scruggs, FBC, Dandridge. 

role is very simple. It's to know 
what the pastor's vision. is, to 
know what his heart is, and to 
support that vision with 
resources, prayer, and encour
agement. My greates.t joys are 
being able to encourage and 
work with pastors and to help 
churches rediscover their mis
sion and return to the harvest 
field." 

Howeth said that in Mon
tana, Southern Baptist pastors 
are fairly spread out, and can be 
60 or 70 miles away from each 
other. To combat the isolation, 
Howeth created four "pastor net
works" across his association, 
and the pastors meet monthly to 
fellowship, compare notes, and 
learn from each other. 

He spends much of his time 

mentoring and coaching paste 
and church planters - sm 
over the phone. More ofte 
though, he's steering his bl 
Buick down a lonely stretch 
Montana road to personal 
meet with the pastor network 

"What I really love to wat 
is a church that's really hw 
ming for the Lord. 

"I love to see a healtl 
church, a healthy pastor - wi 
a heart for the harvest. Wh' 
they're doing servant evang1 
ism, and stepping outside thf 
church walls, and leading ne.~~ 
to Christ, and discipling neo1nl 
and assimilating them into 
life of the church, and 
church is growing an!i .,..,r,,.,"·h' 
ing .~. boy, what synergy, wh 
energy!" a 
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uthor describes journey from "Faking it to Finding Grace' 
Willoughby 

.btt:st P-ress 

, .:Alberta, 
,au4 - Connie Cavanaugh 
pretended all was well. 

She taught Sunday School, 
keyboard in the 

, ... .,.h's worship team and 
.g'"""'" home Bible studies. But, 

as a conference speaker 
author, she avoided situa

ifl which she might be 
"What's God doing in 

hie?" ' 
\,~,Llo d:idn:'t want to lie, but 

says· the truth, over the 
..... .,,..,. af a decade, would have 

"N otliing." 
From Faking It to Findr 

[ Gra.ee: Discovering God 
ain When Your Jf'aith Runs 
y, CavaDaugh ·recounts her 

' 1>er1ences with dry faith to 
other Christians who have 
in a spmt\la:l desert, n.ot 

how they got there or 
to find a way out. 

who uses her· 
,... ...... , ..... name pFQfes-sionally, is 

wife a£ Gerry Tc;lillon1 exec
director of the Canadian 

of Southern Bap-

I went through 
motions," Cavanaugh 

l• !lelllctect,. ~eD s~meone got 
l ; u"Oted happy. When: 

' . 

someone. sinned, I acted sad. 
B-u.t I wasn't happy or sad. I 
.was numb." 

Cavanaugh dealt with the 
numbness the only way she fig
ured she could: by faking her 
Christian fervor. 

Cavanaugh sai~ her book 
grew out of a gTowing number 
ef conferences (including a 
"Missions Get-Together"' for. 
Tennessee Woman's Mis
sionary Union in 2005) she 
led in the United States aDd 
Canada in which she began to 
recount her 
journey out of 
a spirit:ual 
desert .. 

"The crux 
of the book is 
the · message 
of grace/' 
Cavanaugh 
said. ~Go.d is CAVANAUGH 
actively pwsu.,_ 
i.ng us ~ven when we see no evi
dence of Him in om lives.'l 

Few people could have been 
more surprised than she ov:er 
hezr struggle with cky faitb,, 
Cav-anaugh said. She . had a 
"Dajmascus Road" salvation ·· 
experience in college and was 
baptized ny Henry Blacka:by in 
1974. She m~ed Taillon, then 
a pastor, and led many te faith · 
in Christ. 

Years later, amid the hope
lessness of being in the wilder
ness, Cavanaugh's wakeup call 
came when she realized how 
un-Christian she had been 
tnward a neighbor whose dog 
made ongoing use of her front 
yard. 

- 'We need a wakeup call to 
see clearly hoW: far we've drift
ed;" Cavanaugh said. "But 
there is no quick fix. There's no 
'Jesus' pill that will solve the 
wilderness experience." 

The road out of a spiritual 
desert is buiit one "Yes, Lord" 
brick at a time, Cavanaugh 
said. 

As Blackaby; co-author . of 
Experieneing God,- had told 
her: "If you haven't heard from 
God for .. awhile, think back to 
the last thing He said. What 
did .God ask you to do. then? 
Have you done it?" 

Cavanau~h's book, n3l~ased 
by Harvest House Publishers, 
explores wilderness experi
ences -and the journey out
not just through her own jour
ney, but also the journeys of 
others she has e11counter,ed. 

In the book she ·describes a 
time~when.~he was un~ble to go_ 
for a walk with a friend1 In the 
conv:ezrsation that followed 
Cayanaugh explained all 
thin.gs she had ta do preparing 

-

for a speaking engagement. 
Among those things that had to 
be done were highlighting her 
hair, darkening her eyebrows, 
gluing on fake fingernails, etc. 

When h er :friend aske.d what 
her topic was, she replied, 
''Being real - you know, being 
yourself;" I responded. 

"Her hoot of laughter clued 
me in to the absurdity of what 
I had said, and I realized I real
ly did need· to get out .for a 
walk," she wrote. · 
. "Can we risk being real? Do 

we dare take off ·our mask? By 
breaking the conspiracy of 
silence when I was ina spirit u
al de~ert, I took off a mask I 

. had ·worn for years.' Over time, 
I revealed that I did not have 
unshakable faith but, rather, 
was plagued with doubt and 
struggling with u~belief. I 
revealed I was afraid of God 

· and had spent years protecting 
myself from what I thought 
-was His will. 

' . 
''Unmasking is not an event; 

it's a lifestyle. No sooner .d~ I 
remove one mask than God 
reveals to me another. 

"The wilderness caused me ' 
to rethink and fuld my spiritu
al self all over agaill. The 'me' I 

~ . 
found (and- am still finding) · 
wants to be real, wants to be 
transparent. If I can be true. to 

' 

'' 
• 

God and myself: regardless of 
earthly opinion, I am well on 
my way to a mature faith," she 
wrote in the book. 

Pain often propels people 
toward dry faith, said 
Cavanaugh, who, in recent 
years, has been a featured 
colU1Iliiist in HomeLife m'aga
zine, published by Life Way 
Christian Resources, and a reg
ular contributor to On Mission 
magazine, publish ed by the 
North American Mission Board. 

"Life's pain makes you 
afraid," she said. "Because 
God's not protecting you from 
the hard stuff of life, you think, 
'I can do better on my own.' You 
begin walking by your own 
decisions, not by faith. 

"Recovery includes choosing 
to trust God again, saying ~e·s/ 

even though you are afraid. . 
That's where you learn what 
mature faith is." 

Taillon, Cavanaugh's hus
band -of 27 years, said he. is 
proud of his wife's courage. 

"I think there are many 
Christians going· through these 
struggles;" he said. "The key for 
us is to be honest about it. 
What I love about Connie's 
book is that it's about God - . 
not about finding our way back 
to God, but about God pursuing 
us." CJ 

Proverbs 22:7 

God has a ·lor vour monavl 
. 

Dave Rams(JJl'S 
• 

Financial Peace University is a 
13-week small ,group study designed 

to teach God's way of handling money •. 

• 30-60% of attendees are unchurched 
• Biblically~ based curriculum 
• Taught by Dave Ramsey via video 
• Great for small groups -
• Equips families & individuals to: 

• Eliminate debt, save for future 
University 

• Give like never before 

tadav@ m-3l8-2667fer a FREE preView ovo 
or visit DaveRamsey.com/fpu/church 

, 

• 
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FBC, Dallas, pastor 
accepts pastorate 
in Jacksonville 
Baptist Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -
M ember s of First B aptist 
Church her e voted to call Mac 
Brunson as senior pastor in a 
Feb. 19 vote. 

Brunson has been senior 
pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Dallas since 1999. 

In a special called business 
meeting following the morning 
worship service, Judson Whor
ton, chairman of the pulpit 
committee, told the congrega
tion that Brunson was the 
unanimous recommendati on 
of the commi ttee. The motion 
was made and seconded to call 
Brunson and those in favor 
were asked to stand. · 

Acknowledging the throng 
of congregants who stood in 
f avor of calling Brunson, Nel
son Sturgill, chairman of the 
deacons and the moderator of 
t he meeti ng, asked Brunson to 
accept the invitation after 
looking out over the auditori
um and noting, " [T]hat looks 

To the best of our knowledge all 
ads in the Baptist and Reflector 
represent legitimate companies 
and offerings. However, one 
should always use caution in 
responding to ads. 

BOWUNG UNITF.l> INDUSfRJES 
Manufaclure~ .a.~. . Baptistries 
Lights~~ 

www.BUichurch.com 
1·800-446-7 400 Steeples 

24541 

-~~ BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

www.fiberglasschurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATIANOOGA, TN 37415 

like the vast majority of us .... 
First Baptist , Jacksonville, 

announced Feb. 12 that Brun
son would preach in view of a 
call Feb. 19. The announce
ment came five days after 
Jerry Vines - pastor of Fir st 
Baptist Jacksonville for more 
than 23 years - preached his 
final sermon to the congrega
tion, which has been led by a 
series of co-pastors, starting 
with H omer L indsay Sr., and 
continuing with Homer Lind
say J r. and Vines. 

Brunson will end his tenure 
. at FBC, Dallas, on March 5 
and will join his new church on 
April 8. 

Prior to FBC, Dallas, Brun
son held pastorat es in North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Virginia. 0 

Idaho voters to 
consider marriage 
amendment 
Baptist Press 

BOISE, Idaho Idaho's 
Senat e Feb. 15 sent a st~te 

Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Spring Special 
2 flight weekend, $160.00; 4· week

. nights, $250.00 Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 5-25 

(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554- 1524 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11.08 $1 3.39 
35 $11 .35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 

65 $103.46 $194.78 
Please call The Insurance Store 

(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 
1-80()-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 

Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
illustrated above. Please call for other 
ages and Female rates. 

Christian Life Tours opportunities for 2006 
and 2007 include Alaska, Hawaii, the Mediter
ranean, Jamaica, Europe, and the Panama 
Canal. For information, brochures, or to make 
reservations, call (877) 557-0073 (toll free). E
mail: ddale1950@ aol.com. 

~~ L~1Yay. has the solution! 

A 15-passenger mini-bus that meets Federal safety standards. 

- -- ' .. ---........ "''"""' 

• 15 Passengm (No COL) 
• Center Aisle 
• Low First Step 
• Rllsed Roof 
• LQnger Wheelbase 
• Dual Rear Wheels 
• Steel Construction 
•I..MgJr busts too - up to 

42 passengti'SI 

a.--~*" lJitWiy by 

Care enter 
BUS SALES 

.~M~ricv~ II 
Clnmlo &liS D~ 

1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 
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constitutional marriage 
amendment to voters. making 
it the fifth state to place such 
an amendment on the ballot 
for 2006. 

Idaho joins Alabama, Sou th 
Carolina, South Dakota, and 
Tennessee - all of which are 
scheduled to vote on state mar
riage amendments this year. 

That list is expected t o 
grow. Virginians almost cer 
tainly will get to vote on a 
marriage amendment. Other 
states, including Arizona, Col 
orado, Wisconsin, and West 
Virginia, may join the list . 

The Idaho Senate passed 
the amendment by a vote of 
26-9, giving i t two mor e votes 
than the 24 needed for the 
r equired two-thirds majority. 
The Idaho House previously 
had passed the amendment , 
53-17. The successful legisla
tive vote comes one year after 
a similar amendment failed to 
pass the state Senate when it 

MINISTRY - COLLEGE 
Associate pastor of college stu
dents: minister to students from 
Triangle area colleges and uni
versities, including NC State Uni
versity, Meredith College, Peace 
College, Wake Technical Com
munity College, and others 
(40,00.0+ students in the area). 
Job responsibilities include, but 
are not limited to' outr:each to 
college community, ministry and 
program planning, counseling of 
college students and coordina
tion of activities and content 
related to Sunday School, Bible 
study, fellowship, retreats, and 
mission trips. Four-year degree 
required with seminary degree 
and experience preferred. Appli
cants must have a passion for 
outreach, ability to relate to col
lege-age students, relationship 
building and counseling · skills, 
experience with team ministries 
involving church staff and lay 
leaders, and excellent organiza
tional skills. Submit resume and 
letter of intent to Dr. Larry Harp
er, Senior Pastor, Forest Hills 
Baptist Church, 201 Dixie Trail , 
Raleigh NC 27607 or pastor@ 
foresthills.org. 

MINISTRY- DOM 
Sequatchie Valley Baptist Asso
ciation (27 churches) in south
east Tennessee seeking God's 
man to replace retiring DOM. 
Send resume to fbcsptn @aol.
com or Rev. Charlie Cambell, 
306. Fifth St., South Pittsburg, TN 
37380. 

MINISTRY- CHILDREN 
Geyer Springs First Baptist 
Church, Little Roc~, Ark, is 
seeking a minister to children. 
Send resume to jstatton @
gsfbc.org or P.O. Box 31510, Lit
tle Rock, AR 72260. Information 
at www.gsfbc.org. Previous chil
dren's ministry experience 
expected. 

a ional 

fell three votes short of the 
required supermajority. 

The proposed amendment 
wou ld protect t he natural 
definition of marriage by pre
ven t ing Idaho courts fr om 
legalizing "gay m ar riage." 
Only 23 words, it states: "A 
m arriage between a m an and 
a wom an is the only domestic 
l egal union th at sh all be 
valid or r ecognized in t h is 
state." 

Nineteen states have adopt
ed marriage amendments, and 
it is possible that by the end of 
2006 a m ajority of states will 
have passed them. 

Amendmen ts in states that 
now have them passed by an 
aver age of more than 70 per 
cent of the vote. An amend-

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
Central Baptist Church, Spring City, 
Tenn., is looking for a part-time 
youth minister. If interested please 
send resume to P.O. Box 192, 
Spring City, TN 37381 or call (423) 
365-6385. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Bethel Baptist Church, Henderson 
is seeking a bivocational associate 
pastor/minister to students. This 
person will have responsibility for 
children & youth ministries as well 
as some pastoral duties. Please 
send resume to Bethel Baptist 
Church, 125 St. Hwy. 125, Hender
son, TN 38340, Attention: Search 
Committee. Interested candidates 
can obtain information about our 
church at: www.bethelfamilyoffaith.
org. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Growing church in Northeast Ten
nessee seeking a full-time minister 
of youth. Applicants must have a 
minimum of 2 years full-time expe
rience as a minister of youth on a 
church staff. A bachelor degree is 
also preferred, $30,000-$40,000 
dependent upon years of experi
ence. Please e-mail resumes to 
jconnell@ boonetrailbaptist.org or 
mail to Boone Trail Baptist Church, 
1985 West Carroll Creek Rd., Gray, 
TN 37615. .............. • • • • 
First Baptist, Pulaski, is seeking a 
full-time minister of students for a 
growing youth ministry. Please 
send resume to dplumlee@bell
south.net or FBC, P.O. Box 306, 
Pulaski, TN 38478. 

MINISTRY - OTHER 
Middle Tennessee church seeks 
part-time receptionist (25 hours per 
week). Send resume to Rev. Jack 
Lewis, Tulip Grove Baptist Church, 
563 Shute Lane, Old Hickory, TN 
37138. 

~~~<') 

John Sevier Baptist is looking for 
an experienced pianist to play for 
their adult choir in both of their Sun
day services. Call the church office 
at (865) 546-1 068 if interested. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Want to purchase: 2 or 3 octave set 
of handballs for donation to Baptist 
mission in Brazil. Contact Tony 
Martin, Central Baptist Church, 300 
N. Roan St., Johnson City, TN 
37601, (423) 926-7121. 

ment ha, never failed :tt t 

ballot. 
M assachusetts' 

court issued a decision in 20 
legalizing "gay marriage.~ T 
highest collrts in New Jen: 
and ' Vashington state are a 
sidering simi l ar lawsu i 
None of t hose stat~s have m1 
riage amendments. 

[" .CU!WJ?J~JJ 
MINISTRY - PASTOR 

First Baptist Church, Monter 
Tenn .. is now accepting resum 
tor a full-time pastor positi< 
Please send resume to' Me 
terey First Baptist Church, 10E 
Chestnut St. , Monterey, · 
3857 4. Post to the attention 
Sonny Gilpatrick. 

Salem Baptist Church, Trent< 
Tenn., is now accepting resurn 
for a full-time pastor pos 
Please send resume to Salt 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box ~ 
Trenton, TN 38382. Post to 1 
attention of Josh Johnson. .•. ·'· ....•. ..... .. 
First Baptist Church of Arkad 
phi a, Ark., serving about 2 
families in a small university c 
is seeking a full-time past 
Send resume to Pastor Sea1 
Committee, First Baptist Chun 
623 Pine St., ArkadelpHia, J 

71923, or to fbcarksearch@h 
mail. com. 

MINISTRY - nii\}S\C 
Director of music, part-time 
full-ttrne. Salary to be negotiat1 
Applications now being acce 
ed. Send resume to Eastanal 
Baptist Church, Attn. Person 
Committee, P.O. Box 31• 
Ric~ville, TN 37370 or call (4! ' 
462-2620. For more informat 
see our web site: www.ea 
anallee.com. ......... ~ .. . . . .,. .-
SBC church seeking a full-til 
minister of music for choral G 
instrumental programs for 
ages. Requirements include 
lege degree in music plus 
years experience. 
years of experience may be 
stituted for college degree. St 
resume postmarked by Marcl 

-to Unity Baptist Church, A 
Music Search Committee, 2~ 
29th St., Ashland, KY 41101 . 

First Baptist Church of Thoms 
Ga., is seeking a full-time mir 
ter of music. For job descript 
see www.firstbaptistthomsc 
org/mminister.html. Send 
sume to Personner Commttt 
c/o Dr. Jim Ramsey, Pastor, F 
Box 1205, Thomson, GA 308! 

~~~~ 

First Baptist Church of Mt. 01 
is now accepting resumes to 
full-time minister of music. M 
ters degree desired. Video 
DVD would be greatly' apprec 
ed. Please submit resume 
FBCMO, Attn. Search Cc 
mittee, 3200 Mt. Olive Rd., 
Olive, AL 35117, church phc 
(205) 631 -4401 . 
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minister's corner 

.. . . ., . ; ~~ . ~ 

lizzard Syndrome-_..::. that's ~hat I call it and it 
s to permeate the entire region whenever anyone 

.... -
th the slightest meteorological credentials mentions 
3 "s" word, you know, the word "snow." 
The mere mention of snow drives once-sane individ
ls into terror-stricken fools. Within hours, grocery 

,re shelves that once stood overstocked with bread 
d milk now stand bare,· mere shivering skeletons 

.,..._",~ clean by scavenging shoppers. Flashlights, bat

.~ ... "'"• and snow shovels quickly disappear from Wal
inventories, swept away by terrified shoppers 

are. hraoing for this year's Winter Armageddon. 
always amused b~ the chatter ·r :hear among 

Syndrome victims. It usually sounds like this: 

xu~;oo you've heard the weather report?" 
"Yep, it sounds like we're in for 'the big one.' "_ -

t's what 1 hear. Could get as much as three 

fhes in the valley - maybe a half foot up there in 

t . " ~ moun 8.11lS. 

"I heard about a· family that near-froz~ to death 
~k in the Blizzard of '73." 
Since I grew up in Maryland, where six-inch snow

ls are regular winter occurrences, I haye difficulty 
the rationale behind· Blizzard 

n.drome panic. Granted, I'm sure East Tennessee 
trn1e1·s remember some storm paralyzed the r~gion 
almost a week, but does one storm out of 100 real

~ut>st:~n1aa1~e the terro:r that accompanies forecast of 
t9 three. inches? 
· dooided most of u's relate to snow the same way 

relate to horror movies. We go to horror movies 
:ause it's fun being scared, especially when we know 
I thing that scares us is not really going to hurt us. -

do the same with snow. When weather forecasters 
., ... v ...... the "s" word, it gives us a chance to pretend · 

scared, even though we're relatively sure the 
is no threat. 

~~now does not frighten me. I find it fascinating. Few 

are m.ore hypnotizing than a large sz;towflake 
Eting through the air like a celestial feather, no 
dscape more serene than a pastoral setting blan
ed by freshly..,fallen snow. I'm glad weather fore-

• 
' Tt:l,~C! can't accurately predict sn(i)w, else snow would 

t tne m[Ysteriol1s beauty that makes it so unique. 
oome view God like they view snow. Some cho(i)se a 
1tionship with God motivated by fear. They worship 

n or obey Him because they're afraid of the havoc 
might bring upon their lives. 
)thers choose to be hypnotized by the fascinating 

.uty of the divine, caught up in the m ystery of ;His 
ng, blanketed by the serenity of His love. 0 :...._ 

er is pastor of First Baptist Church, Jefferson City. 

Doing my patt 
By Phil Taylor 

Focal Passage: Luke 9:46-62; . 
14:25-35 

Anyone who decides to follow 
Jesus Christ never has to wonder 
what He expects of those who fol
low Him. The astounding thing is 
that Jesus is always very plain spo
ken about what He expects of those 
who come after Him. He was quick 
to talk about the blessings. He was 
quick to talk about the wonders 
and the joys of following Him, but 
He was no less quick to talk about 
what He expected and what He .. 
demanded. 

Condition..al discipleship is not 
enough. For instance, Luke tells us 
in verses 57-62 three would-be fol
lowers of Christ came to Him and 
proposed the idea of coming after 
Him. 

What Jesus was saying to that 
first would-be follower pf His was, 
the world makes no accommodations 
for me. Are you sure you want to fol
low -me? I appreciate your enthusi
asm. I appreciate your zeal, but you 
must understand that emotional 
discipleship is not enough. He says 
to the second that intentional disci
pleship is not enough. To the third 
would-be follower, Jesus was not 

• 
. saying that a disciple could not go 
and bid the family good-bye. He was 

· saying, you may not go back -home 
and see how it washes with the fam
ily. 

The 'man was proposing the idea 
of seeing if the family would 
approve, and if they did, then he 

would follow Jesus. Jesus was say
ing I want you to know conditional 
disciple~hip is 'fiot enough. 

The progress of discipleship is 
always contingent on what we, 
leave behind. Jesus said to all that 
day, (v. 23). The word translated 
"deny" is a word that needs some 
tr-eatment and understanding. So 
often as we think about the word 
deny we think in terms of doing 
withot~.t something, being deprived 
of something. 

But there's another use of the 
word deny. It means to denounce or 
to disavow or to disclaim. That's 

· exactly the meaning of the word 
when it was used to describe what 
Simon Peter did that night at 
Caiaphas' courtyard when he was 
confronted with the ·accusation 
that he was a follower of Christ. 
He denied that he even knew 
Jesus. 

If any are going to put Christ 
first, they must first deny self. It 
does not mean to do without some
thing. It means to say, I deny, I 
deno\mce, or I disavow any rela
tionship to what I used to be. I 
leave the old person behind. The 
progress of the Christian disciple is 
always contingent on how much of 
the old unconverted self is left 
behind . 

The cost of discipleship is 
a1ways willing surrender. Jesus 
said to all, if any are going to come 
after me, first you deny self and 
then take up your cross daily. 
Notice that He does not say th~t 
you accept an imposed cross. No, 

·· Do you rebel? 
By Marvin Nail 

Focal Passage: Isaiah 1:2-5, 
11-20 . . 

This Sunday begins. a series of 
lessons taken from Isaiah, some
times called the "prince" of the 
prophets. From his prophetic book 
we see that he was of the priestly 
line and it also appears that he was 
related to the royal fa,mily. His 
daily life p~t him in contact with 
the leaders of society in Jerusalem, 
the capital city of Judah. 

Isaiah began his ministry as a 
prophet when Judea was at its 

· peak of influence and wealth. It 
was in those "good" times that God 
open~ Isaiah's eyes to the rotten
ness of the nation and its coming 
doom. What he saw was God's view 
of the people of his own day. But 
what we can see through his vision, 
if we will open our spiritual eyes, is 
God's view of us in these days. 
What's wrong with us? (vv. 2-5) 

God's first words to Isaiah are 
echoed in the hearts of the parents 
of most teenagers. The question 
parents then ask themselves is 
where they went wrong to "cause 
their adolescent to behave as he 
does. 

However, with God it is never a 
question of what He did wrong 
because we know that can never be. 
In our case, it is a matter of what 
we have done wrong and why. 
Speaking to the prophet, God is 
incredulous about what He sees 
going on with His chosen people. 

Judah, the people of God in 

Isaiah's time, had sunk so deeply 
into sin that they no longer recog
nized God's attempts to lead them 
back to the right way of life. Even 
lowly animals understand who 
their master is and who provides 
for them; but somewhere along the 
way God's own people had lost sight 
of this basic fact. 

God had used the cords of love 
and some forms of gentle chastise
mEmt to remind them of His love 
and care and yet, unbelievably, they 
haye continued to go their own way. 
What have we done? (vv. 11-15) 

We seem to learn very early in 
life to go through the motions of 
obedience without a real commit-

. ment of our hearts. Like a child, 
who stomps away to carry out some 
chore assigned by a parent-, many 
children of God do what is r equired 
of them with no sense of doing it 
out oflove and gratitude for the one 
who has set them free. · 

Such "obedience" is worse than 
plain ordinary disobedience. When 
we go througH the motions ofobedi-' 
ent service to God when it is not 
from our hearts1 it is more of a kind 
of blasphemy than true worship. 

In such an instance, God tells 
Isaiah that He can no longer stom
ach it. He wants no more of that 
kind of worship and will r efuse to 
even look on us. 

What can we do now? 
(vv. 16~17) 

The only solution for Judah and 
for us is to stop going along with 
business as usual in our worship 
and our ways. Throughout the 

SundcJy Scho"/ Les:;on 
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He says you take up your cross. It 
is a willing acceptance. 

The idea of the cross was not 
something strange to the people of 
Jesus' day, they fully understood 
what was meant when someone 
was . bearing a cross. He was en 
route to execution. In other words 
his future, his destiny now was out 
of his hands and completely in 
someone els e's hands. So the cross 
became symbolic of saying my 
future, my destiny is out of my 
hands. Jesus was saying if you're 
going to be my disciple, you take up 
the attitude of .sayirig I turn my 
future into Jes,us' hands. The cost 
of Christian discipleship is the for
feiture of personal ambition to fol
low obediently the design of Jesus 
Christ on your life. 

And then there's another truth 
. in this passage. It has to do with 
the goal of discipleship which is an 
unmistakable identity. Jes us said, 
if you're going to come after me, 
first you deny self and take up yo~r 
cross d·aily, and then you follow me. 
The word translated follow is used 
76 times in the New Testament. It 
always means the same thing. It 
means do what I do and do it the 
way in which I do it. a - Taylor is 
director of missions for Bradley 
County Baptist Association, head
quartered in Cleveland. 

Su~day 5~hO<Jf Las$c>n 
Expl~re lha Bible 

March S 

prophetic writings of the Old 
Testament, God's measuring stick 
of righteousness was never how we 

. conducted our worship rituals on 
the worship day. 

Instead, they pointed out that 
God looks at how our show on the 
worship day at the worship place is 

I 

expressed in the way we treat other 
people through the rest of the week. 
Our faith, if it is real, is more than 
what we do at church. An old coun
try preacher once called this "put
ting feet to our prayers." 

What is our ultimate choice? 
(vv. 18-20) 

If Judah was willing to listen to 
the Word of the Lord and be obedi
ent to Him with all their heart, 
then He was ready to cleanse them 
of their sin and bring His blessings 
on them again. However, if they 
continued on in their rebellious and 
willful way, they would come to 
destruction. 

That has always been the choice. 
From t~e days of Adam and Eve in 
the Garden, God has continued to 
set before us the decision to choose 
Him or continue on to our own 
destruction. Which way will we 
choose to go from this day? a -
Nail is a former pastor and current 
member of First Baptist Church, 
NashvHie. He is an employee of 
LifeWay Christian Resources. 

... 
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Leaders 
+ C. David Davis was 

called as associate pastor of 
student ministry, Oak Grove 

Bapti s t 
Church, Gray, 
effective Feb. 
5. He was 
ordained to 
the ministry 
m 2004. 
Davis also is 
a seruor 

DAVIS mechanical 
· designer for a 

company. He anP, his wife, 
Gina, have one married son. 

+ Berryville Baptist 
Church, Old Hickory, recently 
called Jim Reynolds as min
ister of music. The church also 
named Tony King and Mike 
Burns as deacons. Mike 
Fisher, pastor, just began his 
seventh year at the church. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Martin, has called John and 
Jessica Whittaker to serve 
as minister s to youth and chil
dren. 

+ Grace Baptist Church, 
Tullahoma, recently called 
Micah -Brown of Danville, 
Ky. , as youth pastor. Prior ,to 
coming to Grace Church, he 
served as youth minister of a 
church in Kentucky. 

+ Clingan Ridge Bapti'st 
Chu..rch, Cleveland, has called 
Kenneth Kesley as minister 
of music. 

+ Candies Creek -Baptist 
Church, Charleston, has called 
Bo Dunkle as interim stu
dent minister. 

+ White Oak Baptist 
Church , Cleveland, has' called 
Gene Smith as pastor. 

+ Macedonia Baptist 
Chur ch , Cleveland, has called 
Judson Kirkpatrick as 
interim student minister and 
Paula Neighbors as chil
dren's ministry director. 

+ Arris Cavender has 

resigned as pastor of West 
Cleveland Baptis t Church, 
Cleveland. He is available for 
pulpit supply or an interim 
position. Call him at {423) 472-
0045. 

+ Beulah Baptist Associa
tion, Union City, recently 
called Andrew Brown of 
Martin as its mission strate
gist. 

+ Tim and Beth Latch 
have resigned as youth minis
ters of Liberty Baptist Church, 
Somerville, to return home to 
Mississippi to be closer to 
aging parents. 

+ Ron Davidson, director 
of missions, Shiloh Baptist 
Association, Adamsville, will 
lead a missions conference in 
Sheffield, Iowa, in March and 
preach at a church in Mar
shalltown, Iowa. The events 
will support the Tennessee/ 
Iowa Baptist Partnership. 
Davidson's wife, J eanenne, 
will accompany him. 

Churches 
+ Sunnyside Baptist 

Church, Kingsport, ~11 hold 
revival services, Sunday -
Wednesday, March 5-8, with 
Morris Anderson, evangelist of 
Maryville, as speaker. 

+ Concord Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, will 
sponsor a mission team to 
Lafitte, La., March 18-25 to 
share the gospel and mud out 
homes damaged by Hurricane 
Katrina. 

+ Second Baptist' 
Church, Union City, will 
hold a revival Sunday -
Wednesday, March 5-8, with 
Bill Saye speaking. 

+ City View Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, will host 
Michael Combs in concert, Fri-

. day, April 21, at 7:30p.m. Pro
ceeds from the concert will go 
for a mission trip to Brazil in 
June to build a chapel. For 
information on ticket prices in 

McMinn-Meigs ltofds OMC 
For Baptist and Reflector 

• 

advance, at the door. or group 
rates, call {865) 256-9000, 
Lorene FtUTow at (865) 522-
5141 ext. 103, or the church 
office at (865) 522-2364. 

+ Edgefield Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will hold 
a revival Sunday - ·wednesday, 
March 5-8. Mike Smith will 
speak and Anadara Arnold 
and Bruce Gust are guest wor
ship leaders. Other guest 
musicians are Bonnie Hatcher.. 
and Praise Team and Eliza
beth Chauncy. For more infor
mation~ contact the church at 
(615) 255-0468 or ebcsbc@bell
south.net. 

+ Eastland Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will cele
brate its 95th anniversary, 
Sunday, March 26, beginning 
at 10:50 a.m., with lunch to 
follow. 

+ Red Bank Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, is 
sponsoring a medical/dental/ 
evangelism effort June 10-17 
to Honduras. For information, 
call team leader Mike Carder 
at (423) 886-6646. 

+ Th_e Woman's Missionary 
Union of First Baptist 

• 
Church, Livingston, will 
serve April 27-30 in Laurel, 
Miss., doing hurricane relief 
For niore information, contact 
Colleen Richardson at (931) 
823-099.1 or colleen@crrde
Sign.eem. 

' 
+ On Feb. 12 First Bap,-

tist Church, Clarksville, 
vote·d to move forward in 
building a new education 
wmg. - -

• Kingston Pike Baptist 
Church, Lenoir City, will 
hold reviv~ services, Sunday -
Wedriesday, March 19-22, with 
Morris Anderson, evangelist of 
Maryville, as speaker. 

+ Bartlett Hills Baptist 
Church, Bartlett, will spon
sor a World Changers mission 
trip for all ages to Biloxi, 
Miss., Sunday.- Friday, March 
26-31. The group will help hur
ricane victims with home 
repairs and clean up. 

Associations 
+ Duck River Baptist ATHENS - McMinn-Meigs Baptist Association, based 

here, will host an On Missions Celebration Saturday -
Wednesday, March 18-22. · 

The event has drawn 48 churches to participate including 
two churches in the Hiwassee Baptist Association. There will 
be 48 missionaries participating including 19 from the Inter
national Mission Board; 19 from the North American Mission 
Board; and 10 from the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

The opening Missions Fair will be held at Union McMinn 
Baptist Church, N1ota, Saturday, March 18, beginning at 5 
p.m., wit}l a snack supper provided. 

• AssOciation, Tullahoma, will 
host a Tax Seminar for minis
ters, Thursday, March 2, from 
10 a.m. to noon, led by Baylon 
Hilliard, director of missions. 
For information call the asso
ciation office at (931) 455-
5072. 

Following the Missions Fair, the second annual Volunteer 
Missionary Commissioning Service will be held at the church 
at 7 p .m . Those who have been or will be involved in volun
teer missions in 2006 from the association will participate. 

The OMC missionaries. will speak and commission the 
volunteers. The OMC missionaries also will speak at partic
ipating churches during the week and at schools. 0 

+ The disaster relief team 
of Cumberland Baptist 
Association, Clarksville, held 
disaster relief training Feb. 18 
at First Baptist Church, Gal
latin. Leading the training 
was associational disaster 
relief director Carolyn Watson. 
Mud-out, chain saw safety, 
introduction to disaster relief, 

• 

TenneScene 
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SPEAKERS FOR A MEN'S Ministry conference held in Nacn~;""' 
Feb. 18 visit over lunch. From left are Rusty Sumrall, direct~r 01 
missions, Nashville Baptist Association; Michael Christian, Christ
ian counselor; and G{3ne Williams of the Tennessee Baptist Con. 
vention staff. The conference, Becoming God's Man, also featu~ 
Larry Grays~ evangelist. It was sponsored by the association ~ 
held at Haywood Hills Baptist Church, Nashville . .::- Photo by Gary 
Southern 

and demons tration courses 
were offered. 

+ Knox County Baptist 
Association will host a Child 
to Camp Fundraising Ban
quet, Thursday, April 6, at 
Sevier Heights Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, for needy 
children and other capital 
needs at Camp Ba Yo Ca. To be 
a table host for the event and 
make online donatiGns go to 
its web site at www.campba
yoca.com. 

. + Alpha Baptist Associa
tion, Centerville, will hold a 
Vacation Bible School Clinic, 
Saturday, March 25, from 5:30-
-8:30 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church, Centerville. For infor
mation contact (931) 729-3577 
or wilsonww@mlec.net. 

+ Fayette Baptist Asso" 
ciation, ~omerville, sent a 
mission team Feb. 19-25 to 
Bay Visa Baptist Church, 
Biloxi, Miss. , where they 
assisted churches in the hurri
cane area with clean up and 
construction. 

+ Council members of Gib
son, Dyer, and Beulah Bap
tist Associations recently 
participated in a prayer 
retreat in Jackson. Speakers 
for the prayer retreat were 
James Porch, Tennessee Bap
tist Convention executive 
director; and Don Pierson, 
TBC prayer coordinator. 

+ Gibson Baptist Asso
ciation, Trenton, will hold a 
Boys/Girls/ Adults Derby Car 
Race Wednesday, March 15, at 
White Hall Baptist Church, 
Trenton, beginning at 6 p .m. 
Registration and races will 
begin at 7 p.m. Entrance fees 
will go to the Annie Arm
strong Easter Offering for 
N ortb American Missions. 
Call the association office for 
more information at (731) 
855-1202. 

+ Gibson Baptist Associ
ation, Trenton, will sponsor a 
Young Men and Boys Bowling 

Tournaroent, Saturda~ M~ 
11, for grades 1-12. For infor 
mation, call Joey Hufstedler a 
(731) 424-6038 or Tony Moo~ 
at (731) 855-4870. 

+ Riverside BaptiSI 
Association, Livingston, wil 
hold prayer conferences Apri 
4 at First Baptist Church 
Jamestown, at 6:30 p.m. an 
April () at Memorial Bapti 
Church , Livingston, at 6:3 
p.m. For more information 
contact the association at 
(931) 823-2612 or rba~· 
lakes.net. 

+ Shiloh Baptist Associ 
ation. Adamsville, will bo~ 
its Evangelism Conferenct 
March 30 at Lakeview Baptia 
Church, Selmer, at 7 p.m 
Ernie Perking will speak. Fo 
more information, contact th 
association at (731) 632-014 
or Alicia Browder at a licia@ 
sba.org. 

+Hiwassee 
Association, Madison 
will hold an Outdoor vurm~ 
and Fellowship Training P.vAll 

April 29 at the Meigs 'Vv~u~ 
Fairgrounds in Decatur. 
Robertson , "The Duck Co~ 
mander," will speak. The fe 
lowship training will help pal 
ti.cipants start a sportsmell 
ministry. For more informl 
tion, contact (423) 420-0999 c 
jnmason@bellsouth.net. 

Statewide 
Events 

~ 

+ XD Now, a worship 8ll 

recreation event for midd 
and high school students spol 
sored by Exchange Network, 
group of youth ministers, wi 
be held Friday - Saturda 
April 7-9, at Linden Valli 
Conference Center, 
Deadline for registration 
Monda~ March 6. For inform 
tion and fees, call Steve Ge 
vasi at (615) 403-1082 or go 
www.emetwork.org. 



atewide Edition 

Radio personality Dawson 

McAilister reaches youth 

from ministry based in 

Spring Hill. - Page 3 

Week of Prayer for North 

American Missions under

way this week. - Page 5 

"Church Health Matters" 

focuses on deacon min

istry. - Pages 6-7 

Barbara Owen retires after 
-

3j ·pl~s years of helping to 

tell the Tennessee Baptist 

story. - Page 9 

C giving 
~mains strong 
ptist and Reflector 

Gifts 
m Tennessee Baptist Con
iltion churches through the 
operative Program remain 
i'-'"'·~<. after four months of the 

1~•~n" fiscal year. 
February TBO churches 
$3,126,196 through the 

operative Program. 
the year-to-date, Ten

see churches have given 
l,328,107. 
Gifts are $316,022 or 2.63 
~cent over the amount given 
er four months last year. 
CP receipts also are current
$91,964 or 0.75 percent over 
:!get needs after the first 
tr months of the fiscal year. 
"We are excited that our 
ts through the Cooperative 
>gram have met and exceed
our budget, especially over 

~ winter months when some 
1rch services had to be can
ed across the state in some 
~as due to bad weather." said 
nes Porch, TBC executive 
ector-treasurer. 
.rwe are confident Tennessee 
ptists will sustain or even 
rease their level of giving 
s year as we seek to meet 
ssions and ministry needs in 
: state and around the 
rld,., Porch added. 0 
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642 youth accept Christ at YEC Nashville • 1n 
By Marcia Knox 
Baptist and Reflector 

NAsHVILLE - - More than 
12,430 Tennessee Baptist youth, 
their leaders, and volunteers 
crammed into downtown Munic
ipal Auditorium here March 3-4 
to be a part of2006 Youth Evan
gelism Conference. 

During commitment time at 
the Friday sessions, at least 642 
youth accepted Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior. 

The YEC returned to 
Nashville this year after five 
years at the Murphy Center on 
the campus of Middle Tennessee 
State University ip Murfrees
boro. 

The Murphy · Center was 
unavailable due to MTSU host
ing the Sunbelt Conference Bas
ketball Tournament. 

The weekend event promised 
a "Revolution Now! Bringing a 
Generation Back to God." 

According to Te~essee Bap
tist Convention youth evangel
ism specialist Kent Shlngleton, 
the revolution can mean . differ
ent things to people- from liv
ing a revolutionary life sold out 
for Christ to praying for Jesus to 
bring His revolution. 

Shingleton · was inspired to 
develop the "Revolution" theme 

for this YEC two years ago when 
he heard the song "Jesus Bring 

' ,_ 
Your Revolution," which was 
written by a fellow church mem
ber of First Baptist Church of 
Smyrna. . . ~ 

"The entire process was a 
result of a creative team," said 
Shingleton. "It was a great thing 
to work with a creative team of 
youth pastors to put the YEC 
together." 

According to Shingleton, 
there were three themes work
ing ~th the idea of Revolution 
for the YEC. 

The first was to reach stu
dents who didn't know Christ 
and teach them what-it means 
to have a revolutionaryrelation
ship with Him, he said. 

Shingleton said, the second 
was for students who know · 
Christ to be inspired so that 
they can have an inward rela
tionship to meet God, to pray, 
and read the Bible, which was 
explained in· the teaching ses
sions during the Launch Points 
or breakout sessions at five area 
churches. 

The third was for students to 
have a revolutionary life to live 
in the real world and have a rev
olution with Christ to follow 
Him at home, school,. and ~each 
other young people, he related. 

LOOKING OVER the program for the afternoon session of the Youth 
Evangelism Conference on March 3 were, from left, Andrew Wash
burn, Kim Lowry, Grace Barnhouse, and Morgan Sides, all frof!1 
Mack's Grove Baptist Church, Dresden. -· Photo by Lonnie Wilkey 

"Revolution was a universal 
theme for at least five other 
youth ministry conferences this 
year," Shingleton noted. "Revo
lution is a hot word in the youth 
culture. The YEC program this 
year ·was to identify students to 
be· a revolutionary Christ follow
er ofthe right kind." 

Teens honored 
Some of the people who were 

honored during the Friday ses
sions for living revolutionary 
lives were two Tennessee 
teenagers, Hunter Moss, 16, a 
member of East Commerce Bap:. 

tist Church, Lewisburg, who is 
serving as an interim minister of 
music at his church; and Lacie 
Linz, 18, who is a missions vol
unteer at a local hospital, helped 
with World Changers, and teach
es a women's Sunday School 
class at her church, New Salem 
Baptist Church, Soddy Daisy. 

The teenagers who were 
called up on stage and surprised 
by the recognition were given· all 
expense paid mission trips to 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for the 
2007 Youth Mission Trip. 
- · See 642, page 4 

Many churc.h visitors · treated as outsiders or ignored 
By ~en Walker have heard about it," said Hammond, who At a church training seminar sponsored 
Baptist Press ' estimates he has travel'ed to 20 states to · by the Kentucky Baptist' Convention, Ham-

CHARLO'ITE, N.C. - . When Thomas 
Hammond led a workshop eight years ago 
on how chur~hes can become more visitor 
friendly, he had no idea he would stimulate 
an ongoing series of sessions that continue 
today. 

"I'm amazed at the ride because people 

, present the workshop. "It's meeting a need mond noted that pastors devote consider- , 
that we've neglected." . able time to preparing Sunday morning 
. The former pastor ~eveloped the lesson sermons. 
after lie took a job as director of church But he cited past research that shows 
evangelism with the North American Mis- most visitors decide whether to return in 
sion Board and began the search for a new the first 10 to 12 minutes, long before the 
church. Although he had been a Southern sermon's delivery. 
Baptist for a long time, Hammond said he The decision is based on such factors as 

and his wife were ignored, building appearance and the friendliness of 
ostracized, or treated like greeters, Hammond said, and the truth is 

CHU~CH OF THE: COVE:~E:P PI~H by Thorn Tapp outsiders when they visited most Christians aren 't prepared to be wei-

-
"I think you're sitting in his pJace." 

churches in the Atlanta area. commg. 
'We hear preaching on·the 'We tend to stop brotherly love within 

Word of God, but we don't the four walls of the church," he said. ''What 
experience i t," said Ham- if we treated everyone who came to our 
mond, who left NAMB to services this Sunday as an angel, a special 
become director of missions guest? Not necessarily for what they've 
for the Metrolina Baptist done to this point, but for their potential." 
Association in Charlotte, N.C. Hammond noted visitor parking as one 

His unpleasan t experi- area that shows whether a church is seri
ences prompted an effort to ous aqout welcoming newcomers. 
educate churches on how to . While at NAMB, Hammond visited one 
prepare for visitors - h e church that had dwindled from 500 to 300 
prefers calling th em guests despite double-digit population growth in 
- on Sundays. its area. When he surveyed the property 

One reason churches fail and asked if they wanted visitors to come, 
to make a good impression on leaders n odded yes. But Hammond said he 
first-timers 1s because they didn't believe th~m because they only had 
focus on the wrong things, he two visitor par~g spaces. 
said. - See Many, page 3 
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eaders 
+ C. David Davis was 

called as associate pastor of 
student ministry, Oak Grove 

Bapti st 
Church1 Gray, 
effective Feb. 
5. H e was 
ordained to 
th e ministry 
lD 2004. 
Davis also is 
a seruor 

DAVIS mechanical 
designer for a 

company. He anp. his wife, 
Gina, have one married son. 

+ Berryville Baptist 
Church, Old Hickory, recently 
called Jim Reynolds as min
ister of music. The church also 
named Tony King and Mike 
Burns as deacons. Mike 
Fisher, pastor, just began his 
seventh year at the church. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Martin, has called John and 
Jessica Whittaker to serve 
as minister s to youth and chil
dren. 

+ Grace Bapt ist Church, 
Tullahoma, recently called 
Micah Brown of Danville, 
Ky., as youth pastor. Prior ,to 
coming to Grace Church, he 
served as youth minister of a 
church in Kentucky. 

• Clingan Ridge Bapti'st 
Church, Cleveland, has called 
Kenneth Kesley as minister 
of music. 

+ Candies Creek -Baptist 
Church, Charleston, has called 
Bo Dunkle as interim stu
dent minister. 

+ White Oak Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, has' called 
Gene Smith as pastor. 

+ Macedonia Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, has called 
Judson Kirkpatrick as 
interim student minister and 
Paula Neighbors as chil
dren's ministry director. 

+ Arris Cavender has 

res'igned as pas tor of West 
Cleveland Baptist Church, 
Cleveland. He is available for 
pulpit supply or an interim 
position. Call him at (423) 472-
0045. 

+ Beulah Baptist Associa
tion, Union City, r ecently 
called Andrew Brown of 
Martin as its mission strate
gist. 

• Tim and Beth Latch 
have resigned as youth minis
ters of Liberty Baptist Church, 
Somerville, to return home to 
Mississigpi to be closer to 
aging parents. 

+ Ron Davidson, director 
of missions, Shiloh Baptist 
Association, Adamsville, will 
lead a missions conference in 
Sheffield, Iowa, in March and 
preach at a church in Mar
shalltown, Iowa. The events 
will support the Tennessee/ 
Iowa Baptist Partnership. 
Davidson 's wife, J eanenne, 
will accompany him. 

Churches 

• 

advance, at the door, or group 
r ates, call (865) 256-9000. 
Lorene Fl.l!Tow at (865) 522-
5141 ext. 103, or the church 
office at (865) 522-2364. 

• Edgefield Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will hold 
a r evival Sunday - Wednesday, 
March 5-8. Mike Smith will 
speak and Anadara Arnold 
and Bruce Gust are guest wor
ship leaders. Other guest 
musicians are Bonnie Hatcher, 
and Praise Team and Eliza
beth Chauncy. For more infor
mation, contact the church at 
(615) 255-0468 or ebcsbc@bell
south.net. 

+ Eastland Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will cele
brate its 95th anniversary, 
Sunday, March 26, beginning 
at 10:50 a.m., with lunch to 
follow. . 

+ Red Bank Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, is 
sponsoring a medical/dental/ 
evangelism effort June 10-17 
to Honduras. For information, 
call team leader Mike Carder 
at (423) 886-6646. 

• Sunnyside Baptist • ~e Woman's Missionary 
Church, Kingsport, V'(ill hold Uo:ion of First Baptist 
revival services, Sunday - Church, Livingston, will 
Wednesday, March 5-8, with serve April 27-30 in Laurel, 
Morris Anderson, evangelist of Miss., doing hurricane relief 
Maryville, as speaker. For more information, contact 

Colleen Richardson at (931) • Concord Baptist 
823-099.1 or colleen@crrde

Church, Chattanooga, will . . . s1gn.com. 
sponsor a miSSIOn team to ' 
Lafitte, La. , March 18-25 to • On Feb. 12 First Bap.-
share the gospel and mud out tist Church, Clarksville, 
homes damaged by Hurricane voted to move forward in 
Katrina. - building a new education 

+ Second Baptist' wmg. - -
Church, Union City, will + Kingston Pike Baptist 
hold a r evival Sunday _ Church, Lenoir City, will 
Wednesday, March 5-8, with hold reviv~ services, Sunday -
Bill Saye speaking. Wednesday, March 19-22, with 

Morris Anderson, evangelist of + City View. Baptist 
Maryville, as speaker. 

Church, Knoxville, will host 
Michael Combs in concert, Fri- + Bartlett Hills Baptist 
d A ril21 t 7 30 P Church, Bartlett, will spon-- ay, p , a : p.m. ro-
ceeds from the concert will go sora ·world Changers mission 
for a mission trip to Brazil in trip for al1 ages to Biloxi, 
June to build a chapel. For Mriss., Sunday .- Friday, March 
information on ticket prices in 26-3LThe group will help hur-

ricane victims with home 
repairs and clean up. 

.. .. 
McMinn-Meigs ltofds OMC 
For Baptist and Reflector SSO(IOf'lons 

ATHENS - McMinn-Meigs Baptist Association, based 
here, will host an On Missions Celebration Saturday -
Wednesday, March 18-22. · 

• Duck River Baptist 
• Association, Tullahoma, will 

host a Tax Seminar for minis
ters, Thursday, March 2, from 
10 a.m. to noon, led by Baylon 
Hilliard, director of mission.s. 
For information call the asso
ciation office at (931) 455-
5072. 

The event has drawn 48 churches to participate including 
two churches in the Hiwassee Baptist Association. There will 
be 48 missionaries participating including 19 from the Inter
national Mission Board; 19 from the North American Mission 
Board; and 10 from the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

The opening Missions Fair will be held at Union McMinn 
Baptist Church, Niota, Saturday, March 18, beginning at 5 
p.m., wit_h a snack supper provided. 

Following the Missions Fair, the second annual Volunteer 
Missionary Cornmjssioning Service will be held at the church 
at 7 p .m. Those who have been or will be involved in volun
teer missions in 2006 from the association will participate. 

The OMC missionaries. will speak and commission the 
volunteer s. The OMC missionaries also will speak at partic
ipating churches during the week and at schools. 0 

+ The disaster relief team 
of Cumberland Baptist 
Association, Clarksville, held 
disaster relief training Feb. 18 
at First Baptist Church, Gal
latin. Leading the training 
was associational disaster 
r$ef director Carolyn Watson. 
Mud-out, chain saw safety, 
introduction to disaster relief: 

• 

TenneScene 

' ' 
' ' . 

t 

SPEAKERS FOR A MEN'S Ministry conference held in Nashvi'
Feb. 18 visit over lunch. From left are Rusty Sumrall, directf)r o1 
missions, Nashville Baptist Association; Michael Christian, Christ· 
ian counselor; and Gf.me Williams of the Tennessee Baptist Coo 
vention staff. The conference, Becoming God's Man, also featured 
Larry Grays; evangelist. It was sponsored by the association and 
held at Haywood Hills Baptist Church, Nashville .. .=- Photo by Ga~ 
Southern 

' 

and demonstration courses 
were offered. 

• Knox County Baptist 
Association will host a Child 
to Camp Fundraising Ban
quet, Thursday, April 6, at 
Sevier Heights Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, for needy 
children and other capital 
needs at Camp Ba Yo Ca. To be 
a table host for the event and 
make online donations go to 
its web site at www.campba
yoca.com. 

, + Alpha Baptist Associa
tion, Centerville, will hold a 
Vacation Bible School Clinic, 
Saturday, March 25, from 5:30-
-8:30 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church, Centerville. For infor
mation contact (931) 729-3577 
or wilsonww@mlec.net. 

+ Fayette Baptist Asso"' 
ciation, Somerville, sent a 
mission team Feb. 19-25 to 
Bay Visa Baptist Church, 
Biloxi, Miss. , where they 
assisted churches in the hurri
cane area with clean up and 
construction. 

• Council members of Gib
son, Dyer, and Beulah Bap
tist Associations recently 
participated in a prayer 
retreat in Jackson. Speakers 
for the prayer retreat were 
James Porch, Tennessee Bap
tist Convention executive 
director; and Don Pierson, 
TBC prayer coordinator. 

• Gibson Baptist Asso
ciation, Trenton, will hold a 
Boys/Girls/ Adults Derby Car 
Race Wednesday, March 15, at 
White Hall Baptist Church, 
Trenton, beginnjng at 6 p.m. 
Registration and races will 
begin at 7 p.m. Entrance fees 
will go to the Annie Arm
strong Easter Offering for 
North American Missions. 
Call the association office for 
more information at (731) 
855-1202. 

+ Gibson Baptist Associ
ation, Trenton, will sponsor a 
Young Men and Boys Bowling 

TournaiDen t, Saturda~ M~ 
11, for grades 1-12. For infor 
mation, call Joey Hufstedler a 
(731) 424-6038 or Tony Mool'l 
at (731) 855-4870. 

' • Riverside Baptia1 
Association, Livingston, wil 
hold prayer confer ences Apri 
4 at First Baptist Church 
Jamestown, at 6:30 p.m. an 
April () at Memorial Bapti 
Church, Livingston, at 6:3 
p.m. For more information 
contact the association at 
(931) 823-2612 or rba@lt'H• 
lakes.net. 

• Shiloh Baptist AssocJ 
ation,. Adamsville, will bo 
its Evangelism Conferenc 
March 30 at Lakeview Bap · 
Church, Selmer, at 7 p.Jll 
Ernie Perking will speak. Fo 
more information, contact th 
association at (731) 632-014 
or Alicia Browder at alicia<B 
sba.org. 

+Hiwassee 
Association, Madison 
will hold an Outdoor Dinne 
and Fellowship Training ev~ 
April 29 at the Meigs Co~ 
Fairgrounds in Decatur. Phl 
Robertson, "The Duck Corl 
mander,'' will speak. The fe 
lowship training will help p 

-tkipants start a sportsm 
ministry. For more infomu 
tion, contact (423) 420-0999 c 
jnmason@bellsouth. net. 

Statewide 
Events 

"' + XD Now, a worship 81! 

r ecreation event for midd 
and high school students spm 
sored by Exchange Network, 
group of youth ministers, wi 
be held Friday - Saturda 
April 7-9, at Linden Vall• 
Conference Center, Linna1 
Deadline for registration 
Monday, March 6. For infona 
tion and fees, call Steve Ge 
vasi at (615J 403-1082 or go 
www.exnetwork.org. 


