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women 
2nd straight. 

title game 

JACKSON - The Union 
niversity Lady Bulldogs 
aimed. their second 

'Q:J."~'"''!I NAIA women's bas
'eliiDatl national champi
~~>'·l•.u.v and thlrd in program 
i.st,orv March 21 with a 79-

vktoTy over Lubboc~ 

lObJL<:Ul University., 
Union finished 31-6, cap

off its sixth straight 30-
us Wlll season. 
The Lady 'Bulldegs have' 

iO straight games in 
national tournament. 

lru<>n.· -edged Oklahema City 
versity; 67-63, to win last 

.... "-··~ title. - - -
"I d~jigitely enjoyed the 

st four minutes &f this 
,:a.u .1c better. Las~ y:ea:r I was 

nervous during the &al 
pn:ute,s," said Union l:lead: 

Mark Campbell, 
.19.<>se team needed two free 
n - r'"'"" in the final seconds 

the 2005 title. 0 

• 
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qetebrates 30 ye,ars of 'get-togethers' 

WMU challenged to cha.npion tnissio-ns education 
By linda Lawson 
Baptist §lnd Refleetor 

GATLINBURG - Tenne.s..see 
Woman's Missionary Union was 
ehalle:nged te cham'pi(!)n and 
lead a new ministry af missions 
edtrtcatioa as they celebrated 
their 30tn annual gathering in 
East Tennessee with Missions 

k ~ • - .. 

Get-Together 2006, March 24-
26, at the Gatlinbur.g Conven
tion Center here. 

It was also the. second year 
that .Acteens have met simUlta-

- neously Wii.th adults. The t)leme 
of · Missions Get-Together was · 
"Pass on the Passion" while 
Acteens Con:nection 2006 
focused on ''Road Trip." 

A variety of conferences were 
featured, along with. plenary 
sessions and the llB.th am1~ 
pu.siness meeting. 

In mging the focus on mis
sions education, 1'B.G Executive 
DH-ect<i>:r .:Tame~ Porch said, "The. 
gte'B.t need in this state from. one . 
end t6 the other is for WMU ta 
ehampiot;t and lead us ii?- mi.'S
sions education. If we do not 
begin to _move forward lin help
ing people ' l!lnderstand the pur
pose Qf missions, the next geiier-

ation of Baptists may not be as 
missions minded as this one," he 
warned. 

Porch called for a fresh, cr.e
ative approach. 

~'Fenaessee WM'£.!, I challenge 
you not to· do it like it's been 
done ·in ~y other state. T~ke a 
clean sheet of paper and come 
up with a r¢fl:istry of missions 
ed11cation. Don't give us a pro
gram. Give us,-unde:r God, a pas- · 
sion far helping a child in our 
country understand abou.t a 
child in another part of the 
world who does not·know Jesus," 
he urged. 

''We may be the last gen~ra
tion that can help our people do 
mission~ education," Porch said, 
"God wiij lead us and guide us .. " 

Officers elected-
Shelby Lord, Lerioir C:i!ty, and 

Sha:ron Lunsford, Nashville; ' 
were re-elected .for their fourth 
and final terms as president and 
reGarding secretary, respectivel:y.. 

El~eted as vice presiaents 
weFe Delores Coffey, Morris
town, East; Phyllis Cobb, 
Springfie~d, Middle; and Jean
nette Briggs, SomerVille, West. 

Eight :regio:nal prome'tio:n 
di!'ectors elected were: phyllis 

' . 

STAT£ AC"'PEENS PANELfSTS, from left, Sarah Ginn, First Baptist 
Churc/:1, Bolivar; Juliana· Robbins, Calvary Baptist Church, Waynes
boro; Morgan Smalley, First, Bolivar; and Brigitte Peery, First Baptist 

·church, Huntingdon, fed a responsive reading at the Missions Get
Together, March 24-26,, at Gatlinburg Convention G-enter. 

Finchum, Straw?e:rry Plains, 
North~;:tst; Phyllis Hazelw<?ad, _ 
Knoxville, East; Louise Borden, 
Sweetwater, Southeast; Ruby 
Br(!)wn, Man.chester, South Cen
tral; Elaine Pearson, Lebanon, 
Central; Martha Pitts, Mem
phis, Southwest; Dottie Kelly, 
Big Sandy, Northwe.st; and 
Norma Hancock, Smithville, 
North Central. 

Caroline Jones, m1ssw:ns 
innovator fer Woman'-s Mission
ary Union, Birmingham, Ala. , 
commissioned the officers, not
ing, ''WMU has long been used 
by God to challenge people to 
learn about and participate in 
missions. With God's help this 
group of elected leaders will 
shine like stars." 
- See WMU, page 4 

8- won't remove trustee, but prohibits future ·public dissent 
noJuea· from BPs. ABP rep0rts needed due to "issues i:nvoiving Trustees also adopted new authority over trustees is guide- need for "better and faster ways 

AMPA, Fla. - Trustees of 
International Mission 

rd, dUI'ing their ·meeting 
March 20-22, overturned 
action in Janu~ to ree

nnEmd that the Southern 
Convention re~ove 

·tee Wade Burleson of Okla-

decision, wh.ich was 
(:.J(;;tlin:toulS, rescinds the earlier 

asking convention messen-
1 to remove Burleson during 

SBC annual meeting in 
ensboro, N.C., in June. 
hrrleson's removal, if i't had 
l. approved by SBC messen
' in June, · would have been 
first time a trustee had been 

bet' oved from an SBC agency, 
~orians said .. 
"fit 'he trustees took the action 

4 
Burlesoa in executive ses

&r. ,. When the meeting 
· ~erled. trustee Lonnie Was

of Louisiana read the 
tees' decision into the ofi
ncord. Wascom made th.e 

ion to rescind th~ p.revious 
on behalf of the board's 

( utive committee. 
... n. January, 1MB trustees 

Burleson's removal was 

broken trust and resistance to guide.lines to prohlbit apd pun- lines," s~d Burleson, pastor of .to communicate with Southern 
acsou.nta:bility." Burles.on had ish such criticism in the future. Emmanuel Baptist Church in Baptists," said Hatley, pastor 
posted comments 011 his weblog The· new guidelines :require Enid, Okla., who -did not speak Immanuel Baptist Church in 
disaga-eeing with reeently trustees te "refrain irom public dwjng the open portion of the Rogers, Ark. _ 
passed missianary policies con- cpticism" of not only trustee trustee meeting. "I can assure Hatley said IMB trustees are 
cernin.g baptism and private policies - like the November them there \yill be no one more now more aware of the younger 
prayel' language. deci~ions de:fiining a praper hap·- faithfUl to the new guidelines, generation of Southem Baptist 

"The wisdom ef the board is tism and prohibiting use bf a and to hold other trustees faith- pastors and leaders who rallied 
ewdent in this "private prayer language" by ful to the guidelines." to Burleson's defense. "Th is 
a c t i o n , " n:iissionary candidates - . but all Trustee Mike Smith, chair of high-tech generation is fear-
Burleson ;;aid "board-approved actions." the trustee orientation commit- less," he said~ adding their fear-
after the deci- Likewise, the new guidelines tee, said the guidelines, drafted le.ssness ·is often taken for inso.-
si,on. "I also reqlrire ~rustees "to refrain from jointly with the trustee a<!minis- lence. 
reiterate that speaking in disparaging terms" tration committee, were in the While the vote to rescind may 
I ·stand by not only of fellow trustees but - works for two years, before defuse the growing controversy 
every word, after an cnnendment - of alT Burleson ·was elected to the over the trustees' t reatment of 
sentence, and IMB personnel. · board. ~e knew thai it would Burleson, it may al~o trigger 
paragraph of BURLESON Boarcl members wha spoke to be seen as a W~de Burleson doc- further unrest among SBC con-
that which I Associated Baptist Press after u:rrient, but that wasn't our servatives who fear the new 

• have blogged. If I am ever the meeting said the guidelines intention," said Smith, a director guidelines are evidence of a con-
shown something I said that could have prevented the show- of missions for the Dogwood vention-wide effort to silence 
someone thinks is not true, I down with Burleson and now Trails Area in East Texas. dissent, even among loyal SBC 
will immediately defend it or [if will give trustees other options Several trustee~ said the supporters. 
proved. wrong,] change it and besides removal for dealing guideliiie-s are not retroactive Marty Duren, a conservative 
apologize. with conflict among board mem- and won't be used against Georgia pastor whose blog, 

"I am grateful that the 'Wade bers. 13urleson. sbcoutpost.com, has followed the 
Burleson issue' may be put Burleson, who insists he did Trustee chairman Tom Hat- IMB controversy and criticized 
behind us in order that our focus not violate any 1MB trustee poli- le-y said the Burleson con trover- trustees, said he is doubtful the 
and attention can be where it cies and was never confronted sy and the problems it created 27 -year "conservative ~esur
should be at all times: the fulfill- with specific charges, told ABP were "a small price to pay"· for gence" could have succeeded if 
ing of o~ mission to reach the March 22 he is pleased with the the significant improvements the new 1MB policy had been in 
nations for Christ. That is what guidelines and will abide by that had resulted. Trustees have place in SBC agencies when mod-
welre about and side issues · them. improved their accountability erate Baptists were in control 
should never distract us." "''ve said all along, the procedures and disoovered the -See 1MB, page 8 
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former state, 
national WMU 
leader dies 
WMU news office 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - Mar
jorie Jones McCullough, former 
missionary and national WMU 
president, died March 18 follow
ing a lengthy illness. She was 
81. 

• 

McCullough was a visionary 
leader who served on all levels 
of WMU, including the office of 
national president from 1986 
until1991. 

In 1980 she was elected pres
ident of Tennessee WMU, and 
in 1984 served as interim execu
tive director for Tennessee 

• 
WMU for several months until a 
permanent one was selected. 

She was the wife of the late 
Glendon McCullough, a past 
executive secretary of the for
mer Southern Baptist Conven
tion Brotherhood Commission 
which w~s based in Memphis. 

Glendon McCullough died in 
an automobile accident in 1978. 

"Mrujorie was an outstand
ing, strong leader who was 
instrumental in laying the 
groundwork for the future of 
WMU," stated Wanda S. Lee, 
executive director-treasurer of 
national WMU. 

"As a former missionary, 
state WMU president, and 
national WMU's GA director, 
she brought a great depth of 
experience and knowledge to the 
·office ·of n·ational WMU presi
dent." 0 

Tennessee Atfeen 
tiled by WMU 
Baptist Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - A 
Tennessee Baptist Acteen was 
among Southern Baptist 
Woman's Missionary Union's 
Top Teens for 2006. 

The award recognizes teen
_agers for their strong involve
ment in missions. 

Juliana Robbins of ~alvary 
Baptist Church, Waynesboro, 
was one of six Acteens selected 
nationwide for the honor. 

Acteens is a WMU ministry 
organization for girls in grades 
seven through 12 who are inter
ested in missions. In Acteens, 
members grow in their under
standing of God and of them
selves while involved in learn
ing about missions and praying 
and giving to missions and par
ticipating in hands-on missions 
opportunities in their communi
ties and beyond. 0 

Baptist student 
finds $30,000 
amid debris in ·N.O. 
Baptist Press 

NEW ORLEANS - After rip
ping sheetrock from a moldy 
closet, Trista Wright was remov
ing the debris when a flash of 
green caught her eye. 

na ional I st a te n s 
• 

NAMB trustees place 1con11ols' on pres· 
By Art Toatston 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARE'ITA, Ga. - Robert E. (Bob) Rec
c.ord, president of the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board, will work under se~ 
al sets of ~xecutive Level controls" signaled by 
NAMB's trustees during a special m~ting 
March 23. 

The trustees based their deliberations on a 
19-page report by a nine-member trustee task 
force created in response to an article in the 
Georgia Baptist Convention's newsjournal, The 
Christian Index, which set forth a range of alle
gations about NAMB's evangelism and church 
planting strategies; the size and makeup of its 
missionary force; and management issues relat
ed to Reccord. 

"We want the Southern Baptist Convention to 
know we've responded to the issues [through the 
task force report] and because of that response 
we. believe that you can trust what we;re doing 
here at NAMB," trustee chairman Barry Hol
comb said in a news conference after the meeting. 

"We want Southern Baptists to know you can 
trust the North American Mission Board to take 
your Cooperative Program dollars that you gen
erously give through the state conventions," Hol
comb said, "and you can trust us with your Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering to be on mission ·and 
to do the work of God's kingdom." 

The task force report has been posted on 
w w w.namb.net. 

The 58-member trustee board . unanimously 
approved a six-part plan to establish the Execu
tive Level controls for Reccord during a meeting 
stretching seven and a half hours at NAMB's 
Atlanta-area, headquarters in Alt>haretta, Ga. 
The meeting was held in executive session 
because SBC trustees typically meet in private 
wh~n dealing with personnel issues. 

N.AMB's chief operating officer, Chuck Allen, 
submitted his resignation on March 22, along 
with Benj Smith, executive director of strategic 
planning, and Rick Forbus, director of the lead
ership initiatives team. 

Allen "resigned .for reasons that did not 
involve our discussions today in the board meet
ing," Holcomb said. "Chuck Allen has been a 
friend of the trustees . ... We stand ready to assist 
ChU.ck Allen in whatever future ministry oppor
tunities God has for him." Holcomb, otherwise, 
declined further comment about Allen's depar
ture. 

Reccord has been NAMB's president since its 
founding in 1997 as part of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's restructurin.g, called "Covenant for 
a New Century." NAMB primarily was formed in 
a merger of the SBC1s former Home Mission 
Board; Radio and Television. Commission, and 
Brotherhood Commission. At the time Receord .. 

• 

was pastor of First Baptist Church in Naif 
Va. 

Under. the «:countability plan for Recalr 
trustee subcommittee will be appointed by I 
comb "'to develop a set of Executive Level t 

trols to be used as a guide• related to · 
issues raised in the Feb. 16 Christian lnd.u 
cle. 

The subcommittee, which Holcomb said 
hopes to name during the coming month. 
propose controls for: 

(1) "directing the travel, speaking, and 
campus office time required for the Preaic ., 

(2) "the use of RFP's" (Request For Propoaa 
akin to bidding to compete for work being 
sourced by NAMB. • 

(3) '\vhen the President ... wants to dev. 
new initiatives, including the appropriate o 
sight and approval by the Board:" 

(4) "clarifying what constitutes poor maiu 
ment by an executive officer and how it sb< 
be handled." 

(5) providing Reccord and NAMB -, 
greater levels of accountability to the Board 
the Southern Baptist Convention." 

Under the sixth part of the plan, the ))( 
assigned "its duly elected officers, in perpett 
with the ro_le of monitoring these controls, ut 
ing them as part of the President's ~ 
review, and reporting the status of these cont 
annually at an assigned full Board meeting! 

"{Reccord's] job is not in jeopardy," Hole 
said, noting that no disciplinary measures 'V 

taken by the board. 
"We found nothing to sustain any kin 

thought of wrongdoing, anything unethical, l 
thing immoral . . . . 

"Dr. Reccord is a very visionary leader, 
think with any visionary he's going to do 
l:\lld lead in such a way that it puts us on 
ting edge of what we~re trying to do in m1t'e 

and evangelism," Holcomb said 
Reccord said he..hopes NAMB now can 1 

cus on its ministry. "This has been a tim 
great distraction for all of our staff from. 
task of North American missions," he said ii 
statement. "And while, like Nehemiah, we 
committed 'Not to come down from the v 
the forces of distraction were strong. Nt>w 
time to get back to the work. Where mist 
have been made, I have made a pledge to 
this process to correct those errors and 
with our trustees to make NAMB a strd 
agency. 

"Our trustees have spent a multitude of~ 
and much energy reviewing all the facts and 
I trust that Southern Baptists will trust 
trustees and these processes and that W6j 
move on together as we focus on reaching :N 
America for ChFist." 0 

Wright, on a spring break 
mission trip to New Orleans, 
reached into - the debris and 
pulled out an old, grubby $100 
bill. As she dug around in the 
debris a little more, she discov
ered that an air conditioning 
vent secretly had served as a 
makeshift safe, and she pulled 
out another $100 bill, . then 
another and another. 

· Mter consultin_g with t~ 
leaders of the mission trip, they 
decided to notify the local 
authorities. The sheriff's 
depart;ment came, verified the 
identity of the homeowner and 
learned that the home had been 
in the family for several genera
tions. 

homeowner. "The lady 
speechless," Wright said. 

"It was such,a blessing 
family. The Lord really b 
the family at the right 
because [the owner] had 
medical tests done toda 
was very anxious abou 
results." 

"At first, I thought it was 
Monopoly money. It was just 
stacks of $100 bills. The money 
was very old," said Wright, who 
was part of a Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries group from Arm
strong Atlantic University in 
Savannah, Ga. 

When the students hastily 
totaled the money, it was more 
than $30,000. The discovery pre
sented a new problem: "What do 
we do now?" 

• The owner of the home, who 
wanted to remain anonynious, 
had inherited the · house after 
her mother died a couple of 
years ago. Wright said the 
woman was not surprised by the 
find because her mother hid 
things around her house all the 
time. In addition, her father was 
suspicious of placing money in 
banks, having grown up in 
Depreasion era. · 

Even though finding some
thing hidden was not a surprise, 
the amount was a shock to the 

The collegians' he 
sparked plenty of media 
tion, including an Asso 
Press article that was picl 
across the United States 
numerous countries and 
ment on CBS News' "The 
Show." 

There was never any tl 
of keeping the money, ' 
told the AP. ~e were 
there to serve people anc 
Christ-like." Otherwise, "1 
have regretted it. Nothin 
would have come of it." CJ 
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:hurch members come to aiel of pastor's wife 
"''"'r•na Barker research, the couple felt peace 
Baptist and Reflectqr about pursuing organ trans-

, · · ·plantation. Kay needed a pan-
UFF CITY- M6p1bers of creas, which would come from a 
Life Baptist Chtirch here cadaver donar. But a double 
hesitate to get iilvolved - transplant- pancreas and kid

en a ·need arises, especially ney - prov:ed more successful 

guilty about eating dessert. She 
started driving again. 

J:ai~111~J~'m the congregation. , in combating rejection. 
.._. .......... the pastor's wife n:eed- Bill insisted on being: tested 

Kay enjoyed four years of 
good health before rdutine 
blood tests revealed an elevated 
creatinine level. A kidney biop
sy confirmed 'chronic renai fail
ure. She developed high blood 
pressure and edema. Diuretics _ 

and 

a kidney, close to 30 people as a possible kidney donor and 
unteered to be tested as was compatibl~, which happens 

among spouses in only 3 per
Christian underwent cent of the cases. The surgery in 

•~"'}.IU:'~t surgery March 16 at April 1999 was successful, but 
t University Medical the pancreas went into rejec

ntE~r. Nashville. She received tion and a blood clot developed. 
netners· from Carol Pickel, a Twelve· hours after transplant~ 

r;.£.1-&..,.., .. of the women's Sunday the pancreas failed and had to 
j.&V,, .. class she teaches at New be removed. 

Both are :recovering well. Heavily sedated, Kay did not 
~tea· ~ c:ter. of Uie Baptist and ~ow she lost · the pancreas 
Elector met Kay ·and her hus- until a week later. Feeling "Very 
p.d, Bill ·Christian (biyoca- disappointed but not devastat
hal pastor· ef New Life), in ed," she· later wondered, "Why 

· did not control the swelling, 
and excess fluid. triggered con
gestive heart failure. She start
ed dialysis, a four-hour proce
dure three times weekly to 
filter waste products and toxins 
from the blood. 

Feeling called of God to a 
ministry, of cheerfulness, }\ay 
encouraged , other dialysis 
patients and the nursi11g staff. 
Focusing her• thoughts on 
Ghrist, she rejoiced that wlrlle 
dialysis had to be · repeated 
many times, "only one applica
tion of Jesus' blood cleanses for 
eteririty!" 

KAY CHRISTIAN, center. enjoys time with her husband, Bill, pastor of 
New Life Baptist Church, Bluff City, and Carol Pickel, a church member, 
prior to kidney transp/anJ surgery in Nashville on March _16. Pickel, 
donated a kidney to Kay. The surgery was successful and both have 
returned to their homes. 

1998, as they pre- did I do ·this?" The kidney trans
fer Kays first transplant plant ·was net a necessity at 

·-~oa,•rv at University of l\4ary- that time-. Losing the pancreas, 
Medical Center, 13a1timore. she st1ill battled diabetes, along 

~giJtese~ct with diabetes at age wfth the added risks of being on · 
Kay regulate<l her bleod immunosuppres$ive drugs. She 

'"'""' .. with diet, in.slilin injec- really was worse· than before 
• 

and glucose injections surgery. 
hypoglycemic· epis_pdes SU;pported by the love and 

in blood sugar). prayers of family, church, and_ 
to ~erve damage over many other friends, Kay came 

~he n.o longe:T recog- through the 'ordeal strong in 
·symptoms in time to give faith .. A year.after the first sur

tse:lf.· a;glucose injectien and ger,y, .she returned to Baltimore 
an passing aut. A..f.ter crasa- , for a secOI)d. pancreas trans
into fou.:r. CaPS; at$ iater&ec- ; plant- a S!J.CCeSS. 

Gthankfully wit~ou,t ·sen":. _ The ha:r~dest parrt; both times 
injury to anyone), sh.e .was sadness for tlie donor fam~ 

driving. Fearing she ily. Kay said., "My heart felt so 
slip into a diabetic coma grieved for tliem. Bill aad I 

~;,;;,.tt- alone, family members prayed for God to cover the_m 
turns staying with her with His love and gFace." 
BiU worked (he is team Kay retwned home to a new 

over maintenance life, free of diabetes after 32 
for Eastman Che:m:i,cal years. It was an adjustment 

11.-l~·ca.u..Y• Kingsport). shopping for gt;oceries without 
much prayer and restrictions and not feeling 

Before starting (lialysis last 
July, 'Kay began researcliing 
transplant options. Vanderbilt 
- closer to home - was 
approved by her insurance, and 
she scheduled a September 
appaintme:nt for transplant 
evaluation. A stress-test abnor
mality led to a heart catheteri
zation, which ~evealed three 
blockages - one 95 .percent, 
requiring a stint. Tln:ee months· 
on blood thinner delayed ~rans

. pla1;1t swgery. 
.. To. mak~ roam for a hew kid
ney, the one sb:e veceived from. 
Bill had to- .be removed·. That 
surgery in January meant 
another delay, giving Kay time 
to heal. Meanwhile, testing 
potential donors began. 

Two yeats earlier, several 
women from New Life attended 
a regional ''Women of Faith" 
conference. "Kay ·was· sick the 

entire time, but she always had 
a smile," said Carol Pickel. 
Wanting ·to help, she prayed, 
''Lord, if there is anything I can 
do~ help me do it." Later, when . ~ . 
Kay needed a kldney, Carol 
-remembered her prayer and 
felt strongly God had chosen· 
her to be the donor. Tested first, 
she was a match, but one anti
body in Kay's blood caused a 
problem. S~ven other- church 
members· as well as Kay's 
brother, Chad Christian, were 
tested; remarkably, all were .. a 
match, except for that one anti
body. , 
~er more precedures and 

tests,. a den or was ;:1pproved -
Carel. Sl!lppory;ed by husband 
1l>oil and children Ohris, Josh, 
and Hannah, Carol never had 
second thoughts. ''You want to 
help the people you love, go 
that extra mile, give of your
self Not many people · get to 
give what I'm giving. God has 
blessed me." . . 

Kay and family expressed 
huge gratitude for Carol's gift 

of love. "What the Lord has 
given me in friendships is 
beyond my imagination," said 
Kay. "I have the greatest sup
-port system." Top of the list are 
Bill, married daughters Amber 
and Adena, grandson Dylan, 
her mother Georgia Christian, 

·and her brother Chad. 
After reco~ering, Kay will 

again pour · her life into 
women's ministry. She plans to 
share her testimony with 
women's groups and fini~h a 
book about her life. Above all, 
·she wants to be a comforter. 

"I came across a quote para
phrasing II Corinthians 1:3-4. 
'God doesn't comfort us to make 
us comfortable but to make us 
comforters.' He has comforted 
me in gre,at an4 mighty ways. I 
pray I can share His comfort 
with others.'' 

To follow Kay's recovery, 
visit the New Life Baptist's web 
site, www.lifesavior.org, and 
click "inspirational.~' 0 - -Barker 
is freelance writer fr:om Johnson 
City. 

·Ia named Hispanic ChUrch Planter Missionary of the Year 
Kno>_< Wh.e.n Avila came to Ten- Baptist Fellowship from across Richard Harris, NAMB 

~1ist and Reflector nessee in 1997, tllere were 23 t~e state." Church Planting Group v1ce 

, ~TLANT.A - The North 
erican Mlijsion Board hon
il Tennessee Baptist Conven
r•s Hispartic church planting 
t!ialist~ Chuy A'Viia, Maxch 

with the · 20(:)5 Hispanic 
crch Planter Missionary of 

'year award during its 
Planting Summit at the 

1tin Atlanta Airport Hotel 
:-eh 22~25. 
~-vi.la was recognized during 

Church Planting Mission
Forum for work in Ten

;ee where Hispanic congre
ons have grown from 20 to 
md 70, according to TBC 
lie church specialist, Tim 

The S:SC church planting 
·ement is growing nation
?.,., said A 'Vila. "The Hispanic 
rch movement has been 
ving in Tennes.see. The 
vth in Hispanic churches 
onwide is also impacting the 
munity by using lay people." 

small His.panic· groups includ- According to Avila, as soon as president, presented the 
ing ~.unday Sch.eals and 6 estab- the stud,ent~ joip. the semmary award to Avila. citing the 
lished Hispanic churches. "Now program., they are put on the growth of 23 to 72 Hispanic 
in 2006 41 Tennessee, there are field in homes or multi-housing churches in Tennessee and 
72 Hispanic chut<ihes with a projects to start a church. Avila's vision of planting 150 
goal to establish 150 Churches , "NAMB is recognizing the churches By 2010. 
by 2010," growth of church plantin.g ~e belie-ve exceptional serv; 
Avila noted. movements by establishing ic~ should be commended and 

"Sinee we more churches with less also recognize r.epeated beha-v-
do not have 'finances," he noted, adding t hey ior to affirm what the church 
en.ough His- are averagin.g 10 church plants planters have done with great 
panic church- a year. enthusiasm," said Harris. "We 
es, the nation- "I ani not working for are also recognizing great 
wide leader:s awards. I am working for the beliefs and advancing the king-
decided to kingdom." dom." 
build their own AVILA The new Hispanic church According to Harris, U.S. 
leaders by plants are primarily in Middle Census figures for 2005 report-
establishing a Hispanic Baptist and West Tennessee. The His- ed 175,159 Hisparucs in the 
Seminary in 2000 a t th~ panic leaders have a ~oal to state ofTennessee·and 40.5 mil
Nashville Baptist Association have at least 10 new Hispanic lion Hispanics in the United 
offi.ce. church plants in East Ten- States. Other Census estimates 

"Now over 180 Hispanic nessee by the end of 2006. reveal that by 2010 there will 
leaders have gone to the semi- . Memphis and Nashville have · be 278,846 Hispanics in the 
nary. Aro'llqd 29 students are the largest areas of the state's U.S. -
regularly enrolled every Tues- Hispanic population, according "This is the first year for the 
day night from 6-9 p.m. in fuee to Avila Morristown in East awards at the Church Planting 
different classes. The seminary· Tennessee is also growing in its Missionary Forum," noted Har
was started by the Hispanic Hispanic population. ris. "We bring folks to the forum, 

like Chuy, church plS'Ilting 
regional missionaries who work 
on the front lines and are cat
alytic and strategic. During the 
forum, the missionaries are 
trained, equipped, allowed to 
cast their visions, and develop 
their strategies. 

"Chuy is one of the best in 
the country. He is respected and 
is one of the greatest Hispanic 
church planting leaders in the 
country. Our prayers are that 
God will call out and raise up 
more Chuys to evangelize and 
congregationaliie the Hispanics 
of North America." 

Avila, a native of Juarez, 
Mexico, is a graduate ofHardin
Simmons University, Abilene, 
Texas, and Frontier Baptist 
Seminary in Juarez. Prior to 
coming to the TBC, he served as 
the Midland Baptist Association, 
Midland, Texas, Hispanic Bap
tist coordinator and church 
planter. 

He is a member of Nueva 
Vida Hispanic Mission of First 
Baptist Church, Madison. 0 

• 

• 
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WMU challenged to champion missions education ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

Phillips reports 
Candy Phillips, Tennessee 

WMU executive director-treas
urer, presented her report by 
featuring individual and min
istry highlights of the past 
year. . 

Two leaders of the Brazil 
Baptist WMU - Lucia Margari
ta Pereira de Brito and 
Bernadette de Silva - thanked 
Tennessee women for their 
efforts during the missions part
nership between Brazil and Ten
nessee. WMU contributions 
included sending volunteers and 
more than $22,000 to remodel 
the missionary learning center 
and create a prayer garden. 

''Your work really impressed 
our hearts," said Pereira de 
Brito. 'We can see Christ in your 
work. You were God and Jesus 
Christ in human form to show 
God's love to us." 

Shirley Cross, a former mis
sionary now from First Baptist 
Church, Donelson , was intro
duced as state point person to 
lead a new prayer effort for the 
nation of Thailand. . 

Cross, who will be enlisting 
prayer warriors across the state, 
said her vision for the effort is to 
"help break down the barriers of 
misunderstanding and fear so 
that many in Thailand would 

, come to know Christ." 
As part of a new missions 

partnership between Tennessee 
Baptists and the Montana 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
Pam Smith, Montana WMU 
director, urged prayer for revival 
and spiritual awakening in her 
state. 

While Southern Baptists 
have had work in Montana for 
50 years, the state convention 
was established in 2002. "The 
culture in Montana is non
Christian but not anti-Christ-

TENNESSEE WMU president 
Shelby Lord presided at the 118th 
annual state WMU meeting on 
March 25 at the Gatlinburg Con
vention Center. 

ian," Smith said. 
Margaret Patterson, coordi

nator for Project Help: Poverty 
and staff member of the Copper 
Basin Crisis Genter, Ducktown, 
emphasized , "poverty is real and 
it's in all of our communities. It's 
the seeds of kindness that we· 
sow that make a difference." She 
offered to help churches identify 
poverty needs and ministry 
opportunities in their communi
ties. 

Bobby Turner, chair of the 
Endowment Team, challenged 
WMU members to ~eave a legacy 
for missions by purchasing stars 
in honor or memo
ry of spiritual 
mentors or by con
tributing to one of 
three endow
ments. 

In other mat
ters, Mary 
Frances Turner, 
First Baptist 
Church, Nash-

Nashville. Tracy Gholson of 
Brook ·Hollow Baptist Church. 
Nashville, was announced as 
the new statewide coordinator 
for the Christian Women's Job 
Corps and Christian Men's Job 
Corps that now have 17 sites 
across the state. 

A new Christian Men's Job 
Corps scholarship was an
nounced and named in honor of 
Creely Wilson, Brentwood Bap
tist Church, the first statewide 
coordinator who launched 
Christian Women's and Christ
ian Men's Job Corps in Ten
nessee. 

ville, was present
ed a certificate of 
appreciation for 
her work as chair 
of arrangements 
for the · 2005 
nation al WMU 
meeting held in 

ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD Delaney Amatrudo of 
College Grove sings and signs as her mother, 
Lisa (..aCross, plays the flute during the Missions 
Get-Together. - Photos by Linda Lawson 

TBC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR James Porch_, left, is interviewed about 
the Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions by Archie Jones of Birm
ingha(T1, Ala., during a session of the Missions Get-Together. 

ACTEENS, from left, Lindsey Edwards, Shelby Bolyaro, Kaci Inman, 
and Bethany Haynes of Mountain View Baptist Church, Antioch, pan 
for the camera during Connection 2006 held March 24-26. 

ASSISTING WITH the Tennessee WMU partnership in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, were, from left, Elizabeth 
Childs, Brentwood; Sharon Fairchild, Rio; Bernadette de Silva, Rio; Shelby Lord, Lenoir City; Lucia Margari
ta Pereira de Brito, Rio; Roy Davis, Crossville; Glenda Palmer, Nolensville; and Candy Phillips, Brentwood. 

Participants in the confer· we make a careful . plonu 
ences gave $4.921 in Wal-Mart who we art' and "hat He ' 
gift cards and cash and more. us to do. He will show ug. 
than 800 Bibles to be used by '"Who are you?· Jones a 
Smoky Mountain Resort Min- "What is the work He 
istries. called you to do? Are you 

In a message at the opening ing to sink yourself int 
plenary session, Jones told With God's help I hope w 
WMU members and Acteens, .. If all say 'yes.' "' ...l 

MEMBERS OF Niles Ferry Baptist Church, Greenback, from lef 
Roberto, Joy Hammontree, Sandy Massie, and Ann Beaver ell 
second row seats during a session of the Missions Get Togethe1 

TINA HUTCHISON of Smyrna 
served as worship leader during 
the Missions Get Together, 
March 24-26, at the Gatlinburg, 
Convention Center. 

CAROLINE JONES, mis 
ir:movator at Woman's Missi 
Union, SBC, Birmingham, 
was the featvred spesksr 
meeting. 

AND 
M CAONNECTION 

RCH 24·2& 

ACTEENS OF FLEWELLYN Baptist Church, Clarksville, trot 
front row, Autumn Curtis, Gortney Duncan, Maegan Davis, W 
Markham, and Katie Merrill, with leaders, back row, Rita Hankin 
Juanita Markham stand outside the Gatlinburg Convention Cenl 

OFFICERS OF Tennessee WMU are, from left, front row, ~ 
Lunsford, Shelby Lord, Candy Phillips; second row, Delores c 
Norma Hancock_ Jeannette Briggs, Phyllis Cobb; third row, 
Pearson, Dottie Kelly, Phyllis Hcaelwood; fourth row, Ruby l 
Martha Pitts, and Louise Borden. Not pictured Is Phyllis Pinehill 
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Baptists do it right ~· iending missionaries 
!e~ . Others believe that mis-
ies. sionaries should be sent 

1i est through . mission -sending 
y~ h lumnis agencies. They recognize that 

: intA missionaries like Paul, Barn-
?e ;1 a?as, and others were cornrnis

slOned by churches. They also 
realize no one church was able 
to fully fund the work of these 
missionaries. They believe the 
biblical record shows that mis
sionaries like Paul, received 
support from multiple church
es and often worked, for exam
ple as tent makers, to raise the 
funds needed to continue their 
missionary work. 

By Robert Tyson 

There is an ongoing debate 
cut how to do missions. Part 
that debate centers around 

question of whether or not 
should be the pri

senders of missionaries. 
Some -believe that churches 

send missionaries. 
recall that it was a 

the church at Antioch, 
L.l\.U commissioned and sent 
-ul and Barnabas and later 
~t Paul and Silas and Barn
as and John Mark. They 
Lieve it is cost effective to 
IJ(l.;:)~ mission-sending agen
s by sending money directly 
the missionary. They also 

lieve when a church has a 
relationship with a 

it is more commit-
to missio:ns. These appear 

sound .arguments. 

They also believe missionar
ies need specialized training 
and support. Therefore, they 
believe the money that flows 
through a mission agency is not 
wasted; it provides the mission
ary with consistent support 
through training, salary, ~d 
materials. These folks- argue 
that mission-sending agencies 
are willing to support a long
term missionary pfesence 
among people groups. Some of 
those groups require mission
aries to spend years building 

relationships before they will 
become receptive to the gospel. 

Southern Baptists . have 
developed a time-tested sys
tem that includes both church
es and mission-sending agen
cies. As Southern Baptists, we 
support our missionaries pri
marily by giving to the Cooper
ative Program (CP). A portion 
of our CP monies are routed to 
our mission-sending agencies. 

These agen~ies examine, 
commission, send, and support 
our missionaries. Through our 
mission agencies, we are able 
to study and identify mission 
needs. We are able to send and 
prqvide support for our mis
sionaries. We are able to pro
vide a · long-term presence in 
places where long-term rela
tionships need to be built with 
a particular people group. 

One thing that makes us 
unique is our missionaries 
must receive a recommenda
tion from a local Southern 
Baptist church. Through our 
churches, we receive the 
names of quality missionary 
candidates. Many churches 

hold their own commissioning 
service for those members, so 
they, in effect, are still "send
ing out" missionaries who are 
appointed through the Inter
national Mission Board or the 
North American Mission 
Board. Another thing that 
makes us unique is local 
churches are able to send vol
unteers to work alongside and 
assist in the work of our- mis
sionaries. This system en
hances the missionary work of 
both the volunteer and the 
full-time missionary. 

The key that keeps otir mis
sion support effective is how 
the Holy Spirit blesses our 
willingness to work together. 
Through cooperative efforts 
and sacrifices, we are able to 
support monetarily and physi
cally the work of more than 
10,000 missionar\es. 

I believe we have found the 
key to being effective mission-: 
minded Southern Baptists. 
What do you think? 0 -Tyson 
is director of missions for Robert
son County Baptist Association, 
headquartered in Springfield. 

find something to I take up,~ not I give up' 
~ · .... 

~es 

tumnist 

' .By Jonathan Nelms 

u.ovu. most Tennessee Bap
·- --· s hear the word ·"Lent," 

· first thought is probably 
give up" something. And of 

any mention of Lent -
1111 1.-"·"'~~J brings the obligatory 

related to unswept cor
s and dusty coats. But 
ond being confused with 
dust bunnies we battle in 
homes or the chocolate 

1.nies we battle at the 
,ermarket, the season of 
1t is an excellent opportuni
for Christians to join the 
·d Jesus in a journey of 
entance, prayer, and serv-

word "lent" has noth
to do with the lint found in 

homes. In fact, it is 
ived from an Old Saxon 
zd simply meaning 
cing." With its origins in 
Early Church, the Christ
season of Lent encompass
the 40 weekdays prior to 
lter excluding Sundays 
ch are historically consid
i feast days and therefore 
not counted in this peni

:ial season. 
~s contemporary culture 
!es increasing emphasis on 
bits and eggs in the weeks 
.!eding Easter, Lent offers 
istian families an oppor-

turi.ity to focus upon the life of 
Jesus Christ. Since the 
Fourth Century, Christians 
have set apart- this time for 
spiritual preparation. 
Through fasting, prayer, and 
Bible study, these early 
believers taught new converts 
the tenets of their faith and 
prepared them to be baptized 
into the Body of Christ on 
Easter morning. 

Lent was a time of purifica
tion and enlightenment. The 
Church reeognizecl that as 
Paul writes in Ephesians 6:12, 
our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against 
spiritual forces of evil. So as 
Jesus was tempted in the 
wilderness for 40 days, Lent 
became a time to fight the 
temptations that all of us face. 

The Church would come 
together each day to lay their 
hands on new believers and to 
pray that God would keep 
them from evil. As time 
passed, the -emphasis of the 
season grew to include the 
continued discipleship of exist
ing believers as well. 

So how does Lent relate to 
Baptist churches today? 

Although the liturgical acts 
of Lent are foreign to most 
Baptists, the underlying 
emphases of the season are 
valued by all. A renewed call to 
repentance, worship, and wit
ness is a perennial message of 
Baptists and Lenten wor
shipers. 

Even t-Oday, the 40 days of 
Lent present an excellent time 
to follow devotional guides and 
other discipleship texts. My 

wife and I recently worked 
through the 40 chapters - of 
Rick Warren's book The Pur
pose Driven Life during Lent. 
It was a meaningful time for 
us to grow closer to the Lord 
and to one another. 

Similar Christian texts 
abound and the seasonal book
ends of Ash Wednesday and 
Easter help define an easily 
promoted time for such stud
ies. Churches may also want to 
consider compiling their own 
collection of devotionals for the 
season. 

Some congregations plan 
special acts of service within 
their communit-y during Lent. 
Because almsgiving is a tradi
tional activity of this season, 
work with the poor is an excel
lent means of moving the mes
sage of Lent into the communi
ty. Homeless shelters and 
other care providers are often 
inundated with volunteers 
prior to Christmas, but these 
same institutions coul~ great
ly benefit fro'm extra volun
teers during the waning days 
of winter. 

Lent is also a prime oppor
tunity for congregations to 
offer weekday prayer services. 
Few contemporary worship 
services provide time for quiet, 
spiritual self-examination. 

Congregations that offer 
Lenten services during these 
six weeks oft-en find that they 
compliment their larger Sun
day celebrations. 

Weekday services provide 
an opportunity for parents to 
worship while children are in 
school, for senior adults to 

attend without venturing out 
at night, and for laborers to 
participate during lunch. 
Some churches challenge wor
shipers to fast on that day of 

· the week and to contribute the 
money saved to causes such as 
the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering for North American . . 
miSSIOnS. 

Many Christians still 
choose something from which 
they will . abstain during Lent. 

· Like New-Year's resolutions, 
these commitments are all too 
often broken and soon forgot
ten. 

So why not choose some
thing to "take up" instead of to 
"give up?" . 

In our consumer culture it 
is important for Christians to 
practice fasting and to simpli
fy our lives, but God is ca11ing 
us to lay aside everything that 
keeps us from Him, not just 
food .. Our challenge is to take 
up His cross daily and to fol
low Him. 

Unlike the first disciples, 
we know that Easter is com
ing. We know that Jesus is vic
torious and Satan is already 
defeated. 

Assuredly, our celebration 
of Easter will be amplified as 
the volume of life is turned 
down in the weeks ahead. Per
haps the rustle of rabbit feet 
and the cracking of eggs will 
fade as Christians listen for 
God's voice of love in trampled 
palm branches, hammered 
nails, and rolled stones. 0 -
Nelms is associate pastor of 
music at Rrst Baptist Church, 
Cookeville. 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

The fascination 
with Noah's ark 

On page 10 of this issue is a 
brief story about recently re
leased images of what could be 
Noah's ark on Mt. Ararat in 
Turkey. These images show an 
object or formation that some 
"experts" believe could be 
Noah's ark. 

The fascination of finding 
Noah's ark is amazing. There 
have been numerous efforts in 
finding the ark and no telling 
how many books and articles 
written about the topic. 

I did a "Google" search on the 
Internet and found approxi
mately 393,000 matches when I 
typed in the words "Belief in 
Noah's ark." Type in just "Noah's 
ark" and that number leaps to 
more than six million. 

The matches range from why 
or why not the ark exists to 
whether or not Ararat is the cor
rect site to be searching to a 
.myriad of other topics related to 
Noah and the ark. 

Think about all the money 
tp.at has been spent in trying to 
find Noah's ark. It bas to be 

· untold millions upon millions of 
dollars. Is it worth it? Think of 
the hungry people who cpuld 
have been fed, the Bibles and 
evangelistic tracts that could 
have been printed, etc. 

Many would argue that if the 
actual ark was found, it would 
quiet all the skeptics and be 
proof positive that the stories in 
the Bible are real. I would hope 
that to be true, but skeptics and 
unbelievers. will never be satis
fied: They will come up with a 
"logical" explanation if the ark is 
actually found and uncovered. 

What about Christians? 
Should it matter to us if the ark 
is found? Other than the above 
reason that it might convince 
some people, the answer is, 
"What difference does it make?" 

The ark is right where Noah 
parked it. It hasn't been moved 
in thousands of years. I { God 
wants it found, it will be found 
in His timing. 

As Christians we don't need 
the actual ark to know it exis~ 
ed. God's Word describes the ark 
in great detail. I have no doubt 
whatsoever it existed. The Bible 
says it did. Enough said. 

An ABC poll in 2004, howev
er, revealed that 40 percent of 
Americans do not believe in the 
ark. Maybe for their sake we 
should find it. 

But instead of being con
cerned about whether or not the 
ark is found, we should be more 
concerned about people's souls. 

Once people believe in Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, their 
belief in Noah should soon follow. 
Our priority should always be 
helping people find Jesus first. :J 



Summer Missions 
Matters 

. 
This edition of Church Health Matters high-

lights the church health function pf missions 

through the TBC Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) 

missions program. 

The BCM missions program is responsible for the sending 

of summer and semester. collegiate missionaries and providing 

opportunities for students to serve during fall, winter, and 

sprin.g break. • 

Included below is the contact information fbr members of 

your state missionary staff that are available to help your 

church in providing opportunities for students to serve in 

mtsstons. -
' 

State Collegiate Director 
Bill Choate ................................................ (615) 371-2057 

Collegiate Program Specialist 
Stacy Murphree ......................................... (615) 371-2056 

Currently TBC Baptist Collegiate Ministry provides out

reach to 30 colleges and universities across our state. For 

information on the TBC Collegiate Ministry specialist in 
' 

your area, visit www.tnbcm.org. 

Keep the leaders in your church infom1ed. 
Subscribing to the Baptist anJ Reflector for your churda ~ 

leadership will ensure they receive not only state aa.d _ 
national news each week, but pertinent information pro

vided in the Church Health pages. The Baptist anti 

&jlector provides a Church Leaders~ Plan at a ~ced 
rate for two or mo~ members. Contact Susie Edwards 
for circulation information at (615) 371-2003 or e-mail 

her at sedwards@tnbaptist.org. 

"Bui/J.ing healthy churches empowered by the presmce of GoJ.' 

What I 
Learned 
During . 
Summer 
Missions 
by jessica Muse 

The opportunity to do missions was first 

presented to me in the fall of 2003 when 

my Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) 

campus minister at Dyersburg State 

Community College, Stan Cavness, 

approached me about the summer mis

sions program through the TBC. 

I had been involved with the BCM fo.r 
almost two years at that time, and Cavness 

was aware that I knew some sign language 

since my brother is deaf He told me .about 

the positiol). ar the Brentwood Baptist Deaf 

Church, located in Brentwood, and asked 

me to pray about it and think about every

thing that I might learn to help my brother. 

-I decided to apply, and I'll never forget 

the summer missions interview weekend 

when a group asked me what they could 

pray about for me. My reply was some

thing like ''that I won't get homesick," 

because I had not really been away from 

home. 

Time quickly passed until it was time for 

- the summer. The Tennessee Summer 

.Missions Orientation (TSMO) was a great 

time for me to meet other college students 

who were passionate about serving God 

and who were willing to be used by Him. I 
remember looking 'around the room and 

thinking that it was so awesome to see so 
many dedicated young people serving 

God. 

I also l"emember first meeting the team 

that I would be working with for the sum

mer and thinking I was in for a real roller 

coaster ride as they were all fluently using . 

sign language. I just smiled and nodded, 

but in the back of my mind I was thinking, 

"What have I gotten· myself into?', 

-
However,· God taught me s1 

things. H e taught me so much a~ 'l l 

D ea£ their language, their culru 

their need to know more about · 

learned about patience, perseverar , 

most importantly to rely compl( y 
Him. 

That sumrrier was a turning poit 

life, hut little did I know how Go• 

use everything I had learned d 

summer. Upon returning to my d 
·was able to incorporate much of 1 

learned in ... the various activiti .. 

occurred around the BCM. 

.Over the next year I served as a 

manager at the BCM, and I :nas ab 
.. . • 

my story many times, even to my 

• 

roommate who put up with my 

and hearing me go on and on ai lt 

best summer of my life. 

Being involved in missions ha 

me that I can be a leader. It has n 

feel more .empowered to reach ou• 

lege students and share what God 

in my life and what He can do in tl 
as welUt was an important par 

journey that allowed me to beco1 

more involved in the ministry ofB' 

reach out to those on campus. 

I love nothing . more than helf g 
dents grow in their faith, witness 

around them, and learn to use the ( 

God has given them to serve their 

community, and the world. 

Muse is currently serving as a 81 
Baptist Deaf Church semester m. 
For the 2006-2007-acatkmic yea 
serving as state BCM leadership t• 

president and as a Dyersburg Colk 
mtntstry intern. She is a me 
Crosswind Baptist Church~ Union ( 



Tennessee BCM Students 
Fullfill the Great Commission 
By Stacy Murphree 

When asked why she wanted to serve as a collegiate 

:ummer missionary, Brittany Howerton referred to 
Mark 16: 15 and simply responded that ccas a 

1Jdn 
: hristian it is our greatest calling and privilege to go 
,nto all the world and share the gospel." 

Howerton, a Union University student in Jackson, 

~Vill serve for 10 weeks this summer on the Tennessee . 
fravel Teams sharing Christ in many ways to chil-

lren and youth across our state. She along with 

nany college students in Tennessee choose not to 

gnore the Great Commission. 
- . 

It's not a burden or chore, but something they can 

_ctively play a role in even while in college preparing 

or the "real world" and a career for the future. 

sibility to the Great Commission even though some

times the task seems large. In the weeks following 

Hurricane Katrina, BCM students participated in 
ongoing relief and clean-up efforts · on the Gulf 
Coast. 

A group of Austin Peay State University BC11 stu

dents from Clarksville served in the Biloxi, Miss., 

area. Amid all of th~ wide-spread destruction, one 
student finally said, aloud what everyone was think

ing to themselves, cchow will we make a difference 

when everywhere we look is destruction and families 

who need help?" _ 

.The same day after assisting a Long Beach, Miss., 

resident clear her yard and remove all of the dry wall 

and insulation from her house, the APSU students 

circled with her to pray before-leaving. With tears 
• 

she thanked this group of students, ·and she said, ((If 

• 

Fast Facts about 
Collegiate Missions 
in Tennessee 

This summer about 70 students will 

serve as summer missionaries as part of 

the Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) 

Missions p~ogram. Students will serve in 

various locations, some including Central 

Asia, Bolivia, Peru, Thailand, Alaska, 

California, Florida, and throughout the 

sta£e ofTennessee. 

Since Hurricane Katrina, nearly 1 ,000 

BCM students have traveled to the Gulf 

Coast area to participate in relief and 

rebuilding efforts in Alabama, Mississippi, 

and Louisiana. 

The International Mission Board 

reports' that half of its collegiate summer 

Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) students in our 

tate regularly give time during their fall, spring, or 

ummer break to share Christ with others. They 

~avel to places where they have never b~en or heard 

~ f, because they know people are there who need to 

lear the Good News. They serve in Tennessee, 

ecause they realize that even so close to home people 

e stil! in need of God's love. They travel to places 

~re ~h_ey cannot speak the language, because they 
elieve God can simply use their presence. 

I'm ever faced with the same decision, I only hope I 

can be _as courageous as you have been to come and 

help people you have never met." missionaries learned about their opportu

. j nity to serve ~ough the BCM program. BCM students from the -University of Memphis, 

located in Memphis, befriended a student fro~ a 

Muslim country. This student came· to a noonday 

lunch at the BCM ~d began connecting with the . 
students there. He enjoyed spending time with them 
and eventl!lal'ly began attending weekly worship and 
Bible study nights. During one BCM event this stu-

During -spring break 2Q06 more than 700 BCM 
f:;.uclent.s served in missions) and this summer. about 

students will be serving as missionaries through -

~e BCM summer missions program. Some students · 
zill be meeting needs as close as Brentwood or 

ashville through serving with the Brentw0od 

Deaf Church or Christian Women's Job 
orps. -

Some will be serving in other states working with 

burches and reaching international students corning 
• 

study in the U.S. for the summet. Still others wiH 
internationally reaching students in Thailand 

Central Asia or calling a hammock "horne" for 

te summer in Amazon Basin villages of Peru. 

The BCM missions program is essentially students 

nding students to serve. The opportunities are 

lanned with student involvement, and this year 

tore than $80,000 will be raised by students from 

unpus BCM's to send summer missionaries. 

BCM students in Tennessee believe in their respon-

~oming Up! 

' ' dent heard the Christmas story for the first time in 

his life al)d _soon. gave his life to Christ. 

Sure, when you look at the big picture the task of 

the Great Commission seems ov€rwhelming at times. 
However,-when a student _gives their spring or sum

mer break to serve or shares Christ with another stu

dent on their campus a part of that task is accom

plished. 

A college student is now sharing the Bible with 

friends and family back-in his home country where 

Christians make up less than one· percent of the pop-

ulation. 
• i . 

• 

A resident of Long Beach, Miss., received much 

needed encouragement during a difficult time. A 

seed is planted or watered, and lives _are changed, 

because students actively seek their role in sharing 

Christ wi.th others. 

Coming Up! 
April3-4 
April3-4 
April'S 
April18 
April21-22 
April22 

Church Administration Conference, Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood 
New Church Staff Orientation, Baptist Center, Brentwood 

< 

Cooperative Program Day, Statewide, Promotional materials are available by e-mailing tharris@tnbaptist.org. 
Pre-Marriage Counseling Training for the Minister, Baptist Center, Brentwood 
Regional Disaster Relief Training I Disaster Relief Jamboree; Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden 
Interfaith Evangelism Associate Training, Baptist Center, Brentwood 

For information on upcoming events, see the TBC web site at www.tnbaptistorg. 

• 

on their local university campus. 

During the 2006 spring break more 

tha.Q 700 BCM students served itt mi~ 
-

. sions in various locations in the U.S. and , 

around the world. 
. 
• 

Over the past 10 yea.tis, approximately ~ 

12,000 students have been mobilized in 

- short-term missions through 

Baptist Cofi~giate Ministries .. 

Tennessee 

About 80 percent of all 1MB field per

sonnel currently serving around the world 

repon having their first international rnis-
.. 

sions experience as a college student. 

Since the Impact Northeast partnership 

began in 2000 more than 800 students 

have participat~d in shon-term mission 

projects in the area assisting churches, 

working on college campuses, and being 

involved with inner-city ministries. 

Tennessee BCM students have also con

tributed $50,000 to the building fund of 

East Seventh Baptist Church, also known 

as Graffiti Ministries, in New York. 

Church Health Matters 

... 

, 
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1MB president counters rumors of doctrinal problems 
Baptist Press 

TAMPA, Fla. -As part of his 
r eport to trustees of the Intema
tional Mission Board March 20-
22, IMB President Jerry Rankin 
showed trustees a videotape of a 
chapel address he presented to 
IMB staff discussing the "dis
traction" and "diversion" caused 
by media attention to those 
measures. 

"The spiritual nature of our 
task of reaching a lost world is 
so critical and important to the 
heart of Ck>d that our enemy is 
not just going to roll over and 
relinquish the dominions of 
darkness and power becoming 
the . kingdoms of our Lord," 
Rankin said in the video. 

Rankin said submitting to 
leadership and being account
able to those in authority is 
often a struggle for Christians. 
He reminded the staff of the 
constant battle between "the 
flesh and the spirit" that the 
Apostle Peter talks about in I 
Peter. He said the "nature of our 
carnal flesh is self-centered -
focusing on us." 

"There's only one thing I have 
control over and that's my 
heart," Rankin said in the video. 
"Whatever is happening around 
us, whatever it is, however 

• harrpful or hurtful or painful it 
might be, or however untrue or 
slanderous it might be, we don't 
lash out, we can't attack, · we 
can't defend ourselves. That's 
the fleshly nature. All we can do 
is guard our heart." 

He said the Bible teaches 
Christians "not only to be sub~ 
missive, but with all respect." 

"We need to stay focused on 
ow· ,task, and focused on the 
vision of what Ck>d has called us 
to do, and not let these things 
distract us and divert us from 

what we'r e here to accomplish/' 
he said. "Let's encourage one 
another, not letting the enemy 
pull us into controversy, backbit
ing, and reactions, but just 
trusting the Lord and showing 
respect to those under whose 
authority we serve." 

Rankin finished his report 
saying he felt compelled , on 
behalf of the missionaries, to say 
he was not aware of doctrinal 
problems among 1MB mission
aries . He said he knows the 
rumors and innuendoes and 
that they have been going on a 
long time. 

"You screened them, you 
examined their denominational 
loyalty, their faith, their church 
background and commitment, 
their affirmation of the Baptist 
Faith and · Message, and our 
regional leaders are in touch 
with them, monitoring them," 
Rankin said. "If there were any · 
problems of doctrinal aberra
tions, of charismatic influences 
or practices, or even tolerance, 
or anyone not practicing bap
tism, or contributing in any way 
to ecumenical-type practices, we 
would know about it and deal 
with it. 

"It is disrespectful to mis
sionaries - those giving their 
lives and sacrifices and taking 
their families and laying their 
lives on the line - that any
one, without identifying and 
verifying facts, would spread 
' rumors and innuendoes about 

doctrinal issues on the field. I 
want to make a public com
ment and stand for our mis
sionaries in defense of their 
faithfulness." 

Rankin's remarks drew 
applause from trustees. 

Trustee Bob Pearle of Texas 
said from time to time doctrinal 
issues on the field do have to be 

considered. He added that board 
committees at the Tampa meet
ing were looking into three 
instances brought to their atten
tion. 

"So there are those issues 
there and there's an appropriate 
process in which to investigate 
and to resolve those issues," 
Pearle said."' just think it needs 
to be known that, yes, we are 
(looking into doctrinal issues) 
when we know them, that we do 
follow up, and we've done that. 
In fact, as we speak, . we are 
doing that on 
at least three 
instances." 

Rankin 
responded: "I 
appreciate you 
making that 
point, because 
the very fact 
that you're 
dealing with 
(these issues) is 

RANKIN 

because administration does 
respond and deal with those." 

Said trustee Gary Crawford 
of Florida: "Regarding the com
ment of the missionaries, the 
whole point of our process is 
that we have process. There has 
always been, there will always 
be some problems on the field. 
We have a procedure and a 
process to deal with them and 
for that I express my apprecia
tion.'' 

Trustee Jeuy 'Corbaley of 
California voiced some misun
derstanding about Rankin's 
comments that there are no doc
trinal probleli!-s on the field 
among the missionaries. 

"Your statement' tliere is no 
doctrinal problems on the field 
- (that) if there were they 
would be recognized by staff -
seems to be in direct conflict 
with the fact we are dealing 

with several such instances now, respond to tbo~e. We just, 
Corbaley said. "Perhaps some need to be making those a 
clarification can help everyone.~ · tions [toJ our constituent'}• 

Rankin replied: "There have we've got a doctrinal pn 
been several comments made, out there and we aren't dt 
particularly that the policies with it ... 
were necessary because we're Hatley replied: '"No, t 

sending_ missionaries out that agree with that. 1 just , 
are not truly Baptists, are want an absolute stateme 
involved in ecumenical move- because out of 5,200 missi • 
ments, are tolerating, even pro- ies, we aren't that perfect y 
rooting and practicing charis- the same time, we are 
matic practices. proud of our organization, 

"(T)hroughout the process of of our doctrinal integrity, IQ 
our policies, I've_asked for evi- proud of our missionarie! 
dence - for verification - if the efforts they are m 'fa 
that is so then tell us who and around the world. · 
where, and we'll deal with it. "And, we sure are not ~ 't 
But I have yet to have anyone to be the critic committee M 

document where there is a we find something that's -
problem that we aren't dealing ing the work we invite thal , !lie 
with or haven't dealt with when turned into the proper staJ • 
we became aware of it. That ple so it can be investigate 
was the intent of (the state- dealt with and in mostinsil• 
ment)." there's not a problem. 

However, Hatley said: ''We've "But where there is a 
done that in several instances, lem, staff has always been • 
and we've done that in conjunc- tive at taking care of thE tiD! 
tion with others who've give.n us making sure things werE 181· 
reports. We've furineled a lot of dled appropriately. And I liiDk 
those through your staff ... . that's been a commer lltlt 
There are instances where we've process." 
had problems v.rith doctrinal Trustee Ken Whitten o1 Qli. 

aberration on the field. It's da said: "There's a proo & iD 
always corrected. Now if you place - when we know "1ft 

mean 100 percent of the time, get on it - and that needr ) be 
we don't let it go on, then yes I'll the spirit that goes out to J 

agree with (Rankin). ern Baptists ... . Do< 
''But we have had times in issues of the heart, every 

the last two years where we've time, we're going to take 
had people point out such ,prob- on the side of God's WOJ 
lems on the field and they are God's ttuths. 
dealt with imme<}iately - and "I really don't hear a c• 
dealt ·With well on the field. I :L.think this administrati• 
commend staff and all of our proved that's what we're 
missionaries for that, but . . . we to do when we know. Let' 
do have such things that have · shoot them and then 
been turned into us and we've them for limping. I mea 
had to deal with theiQ.." tell them, 'This is the p1 »lfm 

Rankin added; "We do have · 'and expect the results 11 bt 
policies and processes in place taken care of. We're tryin p 
and we act responsibly to that." 0 

1MB won't remove trustee, but prohibits future public • •• 
-Continued from page 1 ties, accountability, and discipline. When actions,'' notes the section on trustee con- "No trustee should ever be put in tl DDII•I 

Duren, pastor of New Bethany Baptist discipline of a trustee is necessary, the doc- duct. "Experience has shown that it is not tion where he or she could not dj .Ll-·•··• 
Church in Buford, Ga., was among a hand- ument says, a number of options are avail- possible to draw fine lines in this area. Under the new policy, the "only altej 
ful of young pastors who attended the 1MB able, including investigation, censu:te, sus- Freedom of expression must give way to for a trustee in that position is te 
meeting in Tampa. · pension for a period of time, or removal by the imperative · that the wo:rk of the king- McWhite said. 

Several said the guidelines signal ~ nar- the Southern Baptist Convention, which dom not l)e p~aced at risk by publicly airing But trustee Randy Davis, p&l 
rowing of dissent within the SBC. appoints all denominational trustees. differences within the board." First Baptist Church, Seviervill• 

"It is unconscionable that Baptists The guidelines call on the trustees to Smith, introducing the document, said, encing the ability to speak out 
would move away from our cherished dis-· employ biblical principles to seek resolu- "Cert~ly in her.e it's alright to hav~ dis- board policy, said, "[W]hen we 
tinctives" of individual freedom and the tion of individual differences that could agreement. [But] when we leave here we trustees we give up some things, an 
right of dissent, said Benjamin Cole, pastor damage trust. They are prohibited from ought to be positive." one of the things that we give up . 
of Parkview Baptist Church in Arlington, "participation in any unauthorized caucus But other trustees said they were trou- first thing we learn is that we do n 
Texas. In January, Cole threatened to ask . .. on a recurring basis to advance a specif- bled ·if the policy will prevent them from p_aign against the board that we a 
the Southern Baptist Convention to ic agenda." And trustees are instructed not explaining their disagreement to their con- ing on . . . . I especially appreci 
remove all of the 1MB trustees; saying their to share "non-public information" with any- stituents. accountability built into (the doc 
action against Burleson had done one other than trustees and senior 1MB Several trustees offered amendments, That's new, and that's different, an 
"irreparable harm" to Southern Baptists' staffers. , which were discussed at length until it was been needed a long time." 
confidence in them. " .. . [T]rustees are to speak in positive decided .to postpone action until the next Other provisions in the gui 

While rescinding the action against and supportive terms as they interpret and morning. In the meantime, the two commit- include a requirement that tru.stA 
Burleson was a good move, Cole said, the report on actions by the ·board, regardless tees who brought the- recommendation to covenant with the Southern 
issue that is energizing opposition to the of whether they personally support the reworked the document, incorporating sever- Convention by wholeheartedly a1 
growing narrowness of the SBC's conserva- action," the document says. a1 changes requested by trustees. the current edition of the Bapti£ 
tive leadership "has nothing to do with "Trustees are to exemplify what it Debate on the revised . document and Message," the SBC's doctrinE 
Wade Burleson" but everything to do with means to be Christ-like in decoFUill and resumed the next morning. ment. 
Baptist freedom. sincerely committed to the Southern Bap- "I believe my trusteeship is primarily to That requirement was first adc 

The four-page "Trustee Responsibilities" tist cooperative missions tasks," says the Southern Baptist Convention," said 1MB trustees in 2001. The new d' 
document, approved overwhelmingly with another section. "'n this respect, trustees Allen McWhite, director of world missions adds, however: "Annually_ new trus, 
only three votes against , replaces the 47- are to speak the truth in love. Trustees are at North Greenville University in be given the opportunity to expr 
page 1987 booklet, Ordered by God, which to refrain from spealring in disparaging Tigerville, S.C. covenant by signing a statement a 
trustee leaders said most trustees had not terms about IMB personnel and fellow Any trustee should be able to express the BFM at orientation." 0 - Th 
read. trustees." "honest disagreement" with a board action contains reporting by Michael Chute 

The new document details rules for "'ndividual IMB trustees must refrain he or she feels is "not in the best interest of tist Press and Greg Warner for As 
trustee attendance, advocacy, responsibili- from public criticism of board-approved the Southern Baptist constituency,"" he said. Baptist Press. 

• 
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l.s )rdination practices vary; Is ordination Baptistic, biblical? 
Just Ken Camp 

ose ' ociated Baptist Press 
uency • 
tl 

ALLAS - Renowned 
h century British p_!eacher 

N H. Spurgeon rej~cted the o, 
iust ·actice. Baptist statesman 
•tem eorge Truett surrendered to 
miss~ only at his church's insis
fect;f mce. Christian ethicist T. B. 

are aston accepted it as a deacon 
tion, !f~ lt not as a minister. 
!grity, Even so, most ~aptist 
naries t • urc~s - not to ment10n the 
·e m itenial Revenue Service and 
•· E United States Armed 

not tees -· continue to valu.e 
ittee &: ~ation. And many minis
hafs h1 I'S see the "laying on of 
e t3ht rnds" as a vitally important 
:~ s Eirmation by God's people. of 
:tga ; minister's calling. 
:tinslar But how Baptists practice 

dination -who initiates the 
is a~ bess, serves on the ordain
been ~ council, and lays hands on 

>ftha ' .'~ person being set aside· 
were :ries widely. 

llld I~ Part of Baptist history 
omen "Ordination was a part of 

t r 
Lptist history from the begin-

reno , . D ng," said Charles eweese, ·p, ecutive director-treasurer of 
Jl:~ b Baptist History and Her
~ to~~ ge Society, liased in Brent-
1 D T od, .and a member of First 
ve~ ptist ..CJturch, Nashville. 

Many historians trace Bap-
Wo • roots to the radical Refor
- dion, but most Baptists 

a cop Ten't so radical that they 
JiaiJ,oJI i ected ordination. John 

wrote in 1609 about 
congregation's authority 

approve, and ordain" 
own leaders, Deweese 

ted. 
t Eut unlike some Christian 

Lditions, Baptists have 
ected the notion of apostolic 

succession - an unbroken line 
of ordained clergy dating back 
to the apostles - as well as 
the idea that ordination con
veys grace, he said. 

"The normative position in 
our Baptist heritage is that 
ordination is a symbolic recog
nition ·of an individual's gifted
ness. It does not convey it; it 
simply ac
knowledges 
it," Deweese 
said. 

Because of 
that under
standi:ng, 
some Baptists 
have rejected 
the practice DEWEESE
altogether -
most noti~eably Spurgeon, pas
tor of London's Metropolitan 
Tabernacle. Many opponents 
insist the practice is not even 
biblical. 

"Not only was [Spurgeon] 
never ordained, he saw ordina
tion as a form of ritualism that 
could easily lapse into popery," 
said Bill Brackney, professor of 
church history at Baylor Uni
versity. "He detested the 
dogma of apostolic succession 
and refused to endorse the del
egation of power from one min
ister to another. 

"Further, he· thought every 
church ought to have the right 
to select its own minj.sters, 
with no assistance from others 
in appo4lting him to the 
office." 

Some prominent Baptists, 
such as legendary ethics pro
fessor Maston, have rejected 
ordination for themselves but 
accepted it for others. 

"He really saw his calling as 
a teacher rather than as a 

•elllng the Story of Tennessee Baptists 
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preacher or pastor," said Bill 
Pinson, executive · director 
emeritus of the Baptist Gener
al Convention of Texas 'and a 
student of Maston. He was not 
opposed to ordination for oth
ers, as far as I know, but he did 
not feel it was appropriate for 
him. And he wore, with great 
delight, the cape or 'layman.' " 

For the most part, Baptist 
churches have viewed ordina
tion as a healthy- if not essen
tial - way to affirm an individ
ual's sense of calling into 
vocational ministry, church hi~
torian Leon McBeth said. 

''Most Baptists have seen it 
as a recognition of God's call
ing. It's an acknowledgement 
on the part of a congregation 
they have seen evidence of that 
calling and a way of affirming 
the person [being ordained] in 
that call," said McBeth, retired 
di:c:;tinguished professor of 
church history at Southwest
ern Baptist Theological Semi~ 

·nary. 
How ordination is initiated 

In recent years, the ordina
tion process typically has been 
initiated by a person who 
requests a church set him- or 
her - apart for vocational 
ministry, he noted. 

"But in the past, churches 
took more initiative," McBeth 
said. He pointed to 
Whitewright Baptist Church. 
The members voted to ordain 
George Truett against his 
~shes because they were so 
convinced God had called the 
young man, who aspired to 
become a lawyer, into the 
gospel ministry. 

The role and composition of 
the ordaining council also has 
changed considerably over the 
years, McBeth observed. The 
council, sometimes called a 
presbytery, typically asks the 
candidate to tell about his 
Christian conversion and c~ · 
to ministry and then answer 
some doctrinal questions. 

"The ordaining council -in 
recent years has been more of 
a rubber stamp," he said, not
ing the questioning of the can
didate often is scheduled just 
an hour or so before the 
announced ordination service. 
"For a council now to reject 
anyone is almost unheard of. 
But that wasn't always the 
case." 

For instance, when William 
Carey - the shoemaker who 
sensed God's ca11ing to take 
the gospel to India and became 
known as the father of the 
modern missions movement -
initially appeared before an 
ordaining council, "the council 
recommended he go back to his 
cobbler's shop," McBeth noted. 

Composition of the ordain
ing council in the United 
States - whether a mixed 
group of laity and ministers 
from the ordaining church, a 

. 
group of deacons from within 
the church, ~r a group exclu
sively of other ordained minis
ters from churches in the asso
ciation or area - has varied 
widely from time to time and 
place to place, he added. 

Outside the United States, 
practices vary even more. 

In Atlantic Canada, for 
instance, a convention-wide 
ordination council appointed 
by the associations ineets 
annually and interviews all 
candidates for ordination. 

"Each must receive a two
thirds majority vote to be rec
ommended to their local 
church," said John Boyd, pas
tor of First Baptist Church in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. "The 
local church would ordain the 
candidate at a service dedicat
ed to that purpose." 

British Baptist historian 
John Briggs noted that in th~ 
United Kingdom, "we would 
expect the local church to do 
the ordaining but ~th repre
sentatives of the ~der church 
taking part." 

In England and Canada, 
Baptists place great emphasis 
on ministers being included on 
the Baptist· Un~on's or regional 
~onvention's accredited . list. 
Getting on the list req~es 
training and recognition at 
several levels. "The whole 
process _is only completed when 
a local church issues a call to 
the pastorate; all is in sus
pense un~il this happens," 
Briggs said. 

Laying on of hands 
When it comes time for the 

candidate to be ordained, the 
laying on o(hands involv~s not 
only Baptists, but also the 
larger Christian community, 
he noted, since "ordination is to 
the Christian ministry.'' 

The rna tter of who lays 
hands on the person being 
ordained has changed through · 
the years, McBeth said. 

"In the beginning [ofBaptist 
churches], all Christians pres
ent could lay on hands," he 
said. Later, the practice 
evolved into having only ·other 
ordained people - ministers 
and deacons - participate in 
the ceremony. "More recently, 
there's been a recovery of the 
old tradition, where any Chris
tian present can take part," he 
said. 

"It's never been seen as con
veying any special ecclesiasti
cal power. It's just an intense 
form of praye1:." 

Robert Creech, pas tor of 
University Baptist Church in 
Houston, agrees the laying of 
hands conveys no special 
grace, but he takes one addi
tional step. He maintains 
ordination is not instructed in 
the New Testament, and New 
Testament churches present
ed a variety of practices -not 
one prescribed way - for rec-

ognizing leaders. 
"Despite Baptist claims to 

root faith and practice in bibli-· 
cal teachings, an honest self
appraisal raises questions 
about the degree to which we 
look to Scripture to dictate the 
practice of ordination versus 
~he degree to which we have 
assumed a practice and then 
sought biblical precedence for 
it," Creech said. 

--The Apostle Paul insisted 
his authority came from God, 
not from men, and he minis
tered for about a decade and a 
half before the church at Anti
och laid hands on_ him, he 
noted. 

"Baptists have retained a 
ceremony by which those who 
have a vocation and evidence 
of some ability for the ministe
rial office are set apart by the 
believing community for the 
work of their calling," .Creech 
said. ''We have been less clear 
about how su_ch a ceremony fits 
into our doctrine of the priest
hood of the believers. We have 
thus maintained a clergy/laity 
distinction whose consistency 
~th our doctrine is difficult to 
explain without sounding like 
doubletalk.." 

The distinction between 
clergy and laity becomes even 
greater when a presbytery 
comprised exclusively of 
ordained ministers from other 
churches examines candidates 
and has the authority to rec
ommend or reject them, he 
insisted. 

"Such a practice contradicts 
our Baptist belief in the auton
omy of the local church and of 
the priesthood of all believers," 
Creech said. "Having ordained 
people determine who gets 
ordained smacks of the Roman 
Catholic practice of apostolic 
succession. When only 
ordained people determine 
who is ordained, one struggles 
to maintain that ordination 
bestows no special grace or 
authority. The cleft between 
clergy and laity is widened." 

Allowing every Christian in 
the congregation to participate 
in the laying on of hands 
rather than restricting it to 
only ordained people helps 
narrow the gap, Creech main
tained. 

"Since the congregation 
ordains the candidate, the lay
ing on of hands should be open 
to every person present at the 
service," he said. "To have only 
ordained persons lay on hands 
seems backwards to me." 

Rather than looking for bib
lical proof-texts to support 
ordination, Creech wishes Bap
tists would just be honest and 
admit it is "a kind of 'union 
card' allowing other churches 
of like faith and practice to 
know that someone who knew 
the person has placed their 
blessings on their ministry." 0 

• 
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Satellite images 
renew interest in 
seartlt for ark 
Associated Baptist Press 

DALLAS Recently 
released satellite images of an 
unknown formation or object on 
Mt. Ararat in Turkey have added 
fuel to archeologists' ongoing 
quest to find Noah's ark. 

The "new and significant 
development," an image from a 
Quick.Bird satellite, is relevant 
because the high-resolution 
view shows clearer detail of a 
"ship-like object ... 1,015 feet in 
length," Porcher Taylor, a profes
sor of national security law, told 
Spaee.com. 

Taylor has spent 13 years 
investigating the mysterious 
item. "I've got newfound opti
mism ... as far as my continuing 
push to have the intelligence 
community declassify some of 
the more definitive-type ima
gery," Taylor told the online sci
ence news forum. 

Taken over the northwest 
corner of Mt. Ararat, the picture 
shows a long, dark object - or 
rock formation, some say -
resting sideways ·in glacial ice at 
an elevation of 15,300 fe"et. 

Taylor, a national security 
analyst for more than 30 years, 
works in the paralegal studies 
department at the University of 
Richmond. According to Associ
ated Press reports, he calls this 
work his "satellite archeology 
project" and has devoted himself 
to getting to the bottom of t he 
Ararat mystery. 

While Taylor says he has no 
agenda for his investigation, he 
aims to expose the irregularity 
in the mountain's geography for 
whatever it is. And then he 
wants to make it visibly accessi
ble for public, scientific, and 
scholarly critique. 

To that end, Taylor has lob
bied to use previously classified 
satellite imagery and systems 
like Quick.Bird, GeoEye's Ik.onos 
spacecraft, and Radarsat 1 in 
order to prove or disprove the 
ark rumors. 

"My gut instinct is that it's 
natural phenomena," said Bill 
Crouse, president of Christian 
Information ·Ministries, who 
twice has lead archeological 
expeditions to the mountain in 
southern Turkey. 

"What I find when I analyze 
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these photos is that this is natu
rally occurring," he told Associ
ated Baptist Press March 17. 
But he added, '"Of course, you 
never say never." 

Christian Information Min
istries is an organization that 
gathers information for Chris
tians. Headquartered in 
Richardson, Texas, it specializes 
in Noah's ark research, cults, 
the occult, and other non-Chris
tian worldviews. Crouse recent
ly contributed to The Explorers 
of Ararat. 

Founder and former editor of 
The Ararat Report, a newsletter 
recording progress in the search 
for Noah's ark, Crouse said the 
geology of the region could create 
something resembling a ship. 

"What we have here is a nat
ural caldera," Crouse said. "The 
caldera gathers ice and rock. 
When it breaks off, given the 
right conditions with ice and 
shadows, it can resemble a box
like shape." 

Not only does Crouse doubt 
the biblical correlation of the 
oblong shape that has perplexed 
explorers since the 19th century, 
he thinks current investigators 
have got the wrong mountain 
entirely. He said the mountain 
known as Ararat today "didn't 
become the traditional landing 
spot of the ark until about 1200 
A.D." 

Instead, Crouse said, some
one made a "geological mistake"' 
and labeled a single mountain 
as Ararat, instead of a region. 

"The Bible says the ark land
ed in the Ararat mountains, plu
ral," Crouse said. "In short, my 
conclusion is that the ancient 
authorities are pretty much uni
form that the ark landed on a 
mountain about 200 miles south 
of Ararat." . 

Called Chudi Dagh, that 
mountain overlooks the entire 
Mesopotamian plain and the 
borders of Iraq and Syria. While 
Crouse believes several histori
cal references to the ark- most 
notably from ancient historians 
like Josephus - help prove that 

- it did exist in modern record, he 
said modern satellites and the 
Turkish army, which tramps 
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through the area often. have 
found nothing to irrefutably 
prove the ark theory. 0 

Court upholds 
pro-life litense 
plate in Tennessee 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - The fate of 
pro-life, specialty license plates 
may be determined soon by the 
United States Supreme Court. 

The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled March 17 a 
Tennessee law permitting the 
state to offer "Choose Life" auto 
license plates is constitutional. 
A three-judge panel overturned 
a federal judge's ruling in a split 
decision, rejecting the argu
ments oftheAmerican Civil Lib
erties Union. 

The Sixth Circuit opinion 
conflicts with a Fourth Circuit 
ruling against a similar license 
plate in South Carolina. The dif
ference between the two circuits 
makes Supreme Court review of 
one of the cases more likely, the 
Alliance Defense Fund noted. 

ADF Senior Counsel Gary 
McCaleb was pleased with the 
decision, "not only for the voters 
in Tennessee, but also because it 
reinforces the truth that pro-life 
speech is not somehow off limits. 
If the US. Supreme Court hears 
a case of this nature, we are 
hopeful they will agree." 

In the Sixth Circuit opinion, 
Judge John Rogers wrote for the 
2-1 majority that making a dis
tinction among specialty plates 
because some people believe the 
pro-life message is more contro
versial than others-His-entirely 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
First Baptist Church, Monterey, 
Tenn., is now accepting resumes 
for a full-time pastor position. 
Please send resume to Mon
terey First Baptist Church, 106 N 
Chestnut St., Monterey, TN 
38574. Post to the attention of" 
Sonny Gilpatrick. ............. • • • • 
Valley View Baptist Church in 
Nashville, Tenn., is requesting 
resumes at this time for a bivoca
tional pastor. Please send 
resum,es to valleyviewbc@ bell
south.net attention Diana Caril
lon, secretary of the Pastor 
Search Committee. ........... ~. . . . .. 
FBC, Dixo.n, Missouri, se~king 
senior pastor. 300+ members, 4 
full-time staff, blended worship. 
Online www.dixonfbc.com. Re
sume: FBC Dixon, Pastor 
Search Committee, P.O. Box 
269, Dixon, MO 65459, or con
tact hhawkins@waynesville.
k12.mo.us. 

· MINISTRY- OTHER 
Haywood Hills Baptist Church is 
seeking a part-time financial secre
tary, 3 days per week. Call the 
church office at (615) 832-6909. 

I s a e n 

indefensible as a matter of First 
Amendment law. .. . In the 
absence of a tenable distinction. 
invalidating the act in this case 
would effectively invalidate not. 
only all those government spe
cialty license plate provisions 
that involve a message that any
one might disagree with but also 
effectively invalidate all manner 
of other~long-accepted practices 
in the form of government-craft
ed messages disseminated by 
private volunteers." 0 

Afghanistan man 
fates death for 
being a Christian 
Baptist Press 

KABUL, Mgbanistan - Four 
years removed from the ouster of 
the Taliban, an Mghanistan citi
zen is being tried in court for con
verting from Islam to Christianity 
and could face the death penalty. 

Abdul Rahman, 41, was ar
rested in February after his 
family turned him. in, the pre
siding judge told the Associated 
Press. He reportedly has been a 

s 

Chri tio.n for som~ 16 ,)-ear 
·1 am a hri~tian a 

belie\·e in Jesus Christ,"' h 
the judge, acronhng t.o Vo 
America news ser.;ce. 

Technically. Rahman is 
tried for rejecting Islam, ar 
for embracing Christi. 
According to \ Toice of Am 
Rahman would have 
appeals to higher oourt.B if 
guilty. President Hamid R 
would have to approve th( 
cution - a move that 
bring significant pres-sw 
him from religious rights g
worldwide, the news se 
stated . 

International Christian 
cern, an interdenominat 
human rights organiz 
based in Washington, has 1 

"all concerned parties to oo 
the Embassy of Afghanist 
express their opposition tc 
violation of freedom of 
science and urge the imme 
acquittal of Abdul Rahman 

Contact information is 
bassy of Afghanistan, 
Wyoming Ave. Nw, Wasbir 
DC 20008; telephone, (202) 
6410; fax, (202) 483-6488; e 
inf<@embassyofafghanistan.< 

L..____~Ml_~ ~_a_rFO~_®______.I 1~...---_~Ml_J ~-n~_U~®_v 
MINISTRY - STUDENT 

Central Baptist Church, Spring 
City, Tenn., is looking for a part
tim~ youth minister. If interested 
please send resume to P.O. Box 
1921 Spring City~ TN 37381 or 
call (423) 365·6385. ... .... .... . ~. .. . . . 
Full-time associate youth pastor 
·(with additional responsibilities 
such as education). Contem
porary/traditional worship in 
West St. Louis County, MO. Send 
resume to Youth Search Commit-

' . 
tee, Ballwin Baptist Church, 
15101 ~anchester Rd., Ballwin, 
MO 63011-4629, e-mail youth @
ballwinbaptist.com. ............. • • • • 
First Baptist Church, Hayti, MO, 
is seeking a full-time youth direc
tor, $28,000 plus insurance. 
Send resume to Youth Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, 
201 East Lincoln, Hayti, MO 
63851. 

MINISTRY- COMBiNATION 
Due to the recent retirement of our 
minister of music, Grace Baptist 
Church, in beautiful and historic 
northeast Tennessee, is seeking 
the right person for a full-time min
ister of music/education, with 
music being primary. The ideal 
candidate would be able to lead 
orchestral and choral music, and 
would have responsibility for all 
musical ministries of the church. 
We need someone who can effec
tively lead blended worship servic
es. In addition, there would be 
some visitation and administrative 
responsibilities. Experience with 
G.R.O.W. would be a big plus. If 
interested, please submit a 
resume to Grace Baptist Church, 
Attn. Minister of Music Search, 
1114 Broad St, Elizabethton, TN 
37643.. 

MINISTRY - MUSIC 
Middle Tennessee church s 
part-time music director. 
resume to Parkview ~ 
Church, Attn. Personna\ ~ 
mittee, P.O. Box 1668, L 
burg, TN 37091 . 

.~ .......... . .. .c ,. . 
Mmdle Tennessee church : ~ 
ing an interim to permanen1 
ister of music. Send resur 
Miracle Baptist Church, Pe 
net Committee, P.O. Bo> C. 
LaVergne, TN 37086. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Bethlehem Baptist Chur< 
seeking a part-time minis1 
music to lead a blended 
worship service, special rt 
and adult choir. Please 
resume to Music Search I 

mittee, 626 Potato Farm 
Crossville, TN 38571 . 

Calvary Baptist Church, 
caloosa, Ala. , is acce 
resumes for minister of rr 
Responsibilities include adr 
tration of the music pro 
from preschool through s 
adult ministries in additic 
worship leadership dun~ 
8:30 a.m. traditional and 11 
blended/contemporary ser 
on Sunday mornings. PI 
send resume to Calvary B. 
Church, Attn. Music Se 
1121 Paul Bryant Dr., Ti 
loosa, AL 35401. 

West Hills Baptist 
Lebanon, Tenn., is seeki 
part-time minister of music 
20 hours p~r week). Could 
to full-time, as church is in a 
growing area. Please 
resume to Music Search • 
mittee, West Hills Be 
Church, 1240 Leeville 
Lebanon, TN 37090. 
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t~an ~~---- book review 
nst," b~1 • 
~ to Vrn Dawn Ferguson 
~. 
nanisJ! The Monday Morning Church 
lam,~ by Jerry Cook 
~hrrstian Howard Publis~ing Company, 2006 

~aA!nt With a title like The Monday Morning ChurchJ one 
un:~~ e>uld think this book would be about taking Christian 
unid Ksr ~liefs into a lost world Monday through Saturday. 
ove the bout walking the talk. And while it touches on that, 
tha~ '1' te real focus of the book is to give readers the con.fi

~ghessur( ~nee that enables them to be the church on Monday 
l ts ..., ..... g!t • 
!Ws ormng. 

se Using the book of Ephesians, author Jerry Cook 

ristianf · ds a case for God's ''incomparably great power for 
lmin~~ .who believe" (E~hesi~s 1:19). Cook s~ates that the 
rgall,lzd) ~ssage of Ephesians 1s fundamental to our under-
1• has~ ~ding of what it means to be the body of Chrjst in 
38Ul 
·h . e world. 
iti: r He begins with the obvious ~point that the church is 
lin of ~ t the building, but the people - and it's not jus~ peo
; immJ e "experiencing Jesus," but also people "expressing 
ahman. ~sus." From there, he talks about being children of 
jon is l te new covenant and what that means and what God 
stan, LS promised His children. Then he addresses the con

Jence builders - who we are- "chosen"- and what 
e have- "every spiritual blessing." 

Perhaps it's because he tries to cover too much 
·ound or is writing strictly from his oWn. experiences, 

~~@ The Monday Morning Church lacks meat. For 
ample, when Cook addresses Ephesians chapter 4 

ruc:n is Paul's directive as to what each member of 
church should be, he takes the virtue of humility 
completely humble ... , v. 2) and gives humility a 

n ;a.n,n. d'ennition and proceeds to the definition of gen
"9nless, patience, and love. From there, hejumps-right 
to the next verse - "Make every effort to ke~p· the 
!Uty of the Spirit through the bond of peace." 
In contrast, William Barclay in his commentary on 

~anl!lllll ihesians pens several pages on what he terms "five 
r the greatest basic words of the Christian faith" -
• 

lmility, gentleness, patience, love, and peace. In just· 
potent sentences, Barclay provides a more power
reason for Christians to understand and be . the 

!-' .......... a.J morning church than Cook does in his 211-
book. 

"It is one of the great facts of the Christian life that 
have been given the precious things of Christianity 
order to snare them with others. It is one of the 

warnings of the Christian life that if we keep 
Farm em to oursel~es we lose them." 

Apparently Cook's purpose in writing this book is to 
lp assure Christians that they have everything with
them to fulfill the great commission. And that we are 
1.ere we are right now for a purpose. Designed by God 
;t like we are to fulfill that purpose. And while -
ere's nothing wrong with Cook's book, the reader who 
mid probably pick it up based on the· title would more 

"'"""" an likely be looking for meat - not milk. 
So, if you're Unsure about who you are and your 
pabilities, a better read would be Beth Moore's 
lieving God. And, if you're unclear on your purpose, 
~n the more obvious choice is Rick Warren's The 
.rpose Driven Life. 0 - Ferguson is correspondent 
the Baptist and Reflector. 
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You need to remember 
By Phil Taylor 

Focal Passage: Luke 22:1-71 
Memory can be a most preciou~ 

possession. This is particularly so if 
our memories are pleasant. We 
erect monuments to preserve mem
ory. We take photographs to pre
serve memory. Artists paint pic
tures to preserve memory. Authors 
write books to preserve memory. 
How do you remember Jesus? 
There are many beautiful memo
ries that can bless the heart. 
. We should remember th~ Lord's 
Supper is more than a ritual. The 
very sight of the bread and the cup 
(symbolic of the body and blood of 
Christ, reminding us of His great 
sacrifice at Calvary) should fill our 
hearts with thanksgiving and 
praise to the Lord. Referring to the 
Lord, Luke tells us in verses 17-19 
to r emember with sincere apprecia
tion. 

Please notice that we are told in 
verse 17, J esus took the cup and 
gave thanks: And in verse 19 we 
read that He took bread and gave 
thanks. When our Lord gave 
thanks, He was not "asking the 
blessing" at a dinner. He and His 
disciples had already finished the 
Passover feast. What our Lord 
prayed over was only some unleav
ened bread and a cup of wine. He 
may have been offering thanks for 
what the bread and the wine .signi
fied - the sacrifice that would pro
vide redemption . for mankind. 
Regardless of the subject of our 

Savior's thanksgiving, however, 
t~ere should be sincere apprecia
tlOn and thanks in our hearts as we 
partake of the elements. 

We should remember that great
ness comes through serving. It is 
rather shocking to find in verses 
24-27 that in the midst of the 
Lord's Supper activities the disci
ples had an argument about who 
was the greatest. Jesus refused to 
fall in line with the world's defini
tion of greatness. He did not deny 
His position of greatness, but He 
defined it in terms of what He did: 
I am among you as the One who 
serves. He served as a teacher. One 
of the most beautiful memories 
that we can have of the Christ is 
that of Him seated on a mountain
side in the midst of His followers. 
He taught them heaven 's infallible 
truth concerning life. He described 
the inward spiritual characteristics 
of the citizens of His kingdom and 
the inevitable influence of such 
people. He set before them illustra-

' tions of the superlative conduct of 
His ~true followers. He described 
their motives and their fruitfulness 
and the stability of their lives. 

We can remember our Lord serv
ing as the Good Shepherd. Our 
Lord describes Himself as the Good 
Shepherd. He loves and leads and 
provides for His sheep. He protects 
them and calls them by name. He 
gives them eternal life and the 
security that can come only from 
the safety of dwelling in God's pres
ence. This memory of our precious 

~unday S<hooi Lasson 
f<Jmily Bible Series 

p£i12 

Lord can give us comfort and 
courage in our times of need. 

We should remember that Satan 
wants us to fail. Verses 31-34 reveal 
some wonderful things about the 
Lord. The Lord's knowledge of our 
future path is perfect. He knew all 
that was going to happen to Peter's 
life; He knew that Peter would deny 
Him, and that he would then be 
filled with remorse; and He knew 
also that afterwards Peter would be 

. restored and that ultimately he 
would be a great strength and 
blessing to his brethren. Not just 
Peter was the Lord personally con
cerned for but for each of us. The 
worg "you" in verse 31 refers to "all 
of you," for the Devil wished to 
"have" all the disciples; but the 
word "thee" in verse 32 refers just 
to Peter, because Peter was in spe
cial danger. How wonderful it is 

· that the Lord; who knows all about 
us, is personally concerned for us! 

As we visit Calvary, remember 
His life and contemplate His death, 
let us inform our intellect concern
ing God's great love. Let us make 
decisions during this experience to 
change our ways and bring them 
into conformity with the will of our 
loving Lord. 0-Taylor is director of 
missions for Bradley County Baptist 
Association, based in Cleveland. 

Do you live accOrding fo God's truth? 
By Marvin Nail 

Focal Passage: Isaiah 28:14-18; 
30:12-18 ~ 

As we ponder the question pre
sented in this week's lesson title, 
we should probably answer sadly 
with a "No." Of course as believers 
we t ry · to live according to the 
teachings of th.e Bible. At least we 
do so as long as it does not Gramp 
our lifestyle. 

Earlier in this 28th chapter, the 
people had apparently been criti
cizing Isaiah for treating them like 
spir,itual babies, trying to teach 
them about God like you would 
teach a small child the ABCs, "line 
upon line." 

They· considered t hemselves 
mature enough to know how to live 
and make decisions on their own. 
They relegated their religion to a 
small portion of their life and did 
not want it interfering with the 
rest of life. They certainly did not 
want their religious beliefs to have 
an impact on the political life of 
their country. And these are sup
posed to be the people of God! 

Don't kid yourself (28:14-15) 
The Assyrians who had been a 

threat to Judah were undergoing a 
change in leadership with 
Sennacherib coming to the throne. 
Judah and other nations who had 
been living in fear of Assyria picked 
this time to flex their muscles 
against them. 

Judah was relying on an 
alliance with Egypt to protect them 
as they tried to defy the enemy of 

the region. Isaiah referred to that 
alliance as being a deal with death 
and the abode of the dead. They 
believed that they had made them
selves safe by believing in their 
own deception. 

Isaiah had earlier warned Ahaz 
of the danger of God's people trying 
to make their way in the world 
without regard to Him. 

When people of faith o'nly 
" re~ort to the God of their faith 

after they h ave exhausted all 
other means, how can they claim 
t o be people of faith? They surely 
cannot expect the blessing of God 
on their lives. 

Stand with God or fall 
(vv. 16-18) 

This segment of the Scripture 
lesson easily r eminds us of Jesus' 
parable of the wise and foolish 
builders, one building on rock and 
the other on sand. God tells the 
people that there is only one sure 
foundation stone. 

God had provided them with a 
"tested stone" that would provide 
the believer With an unshakable 
foundation. Everything else is 
doomed to destruction. 

Haven't you witnessed the 
truth of t his over and over in your 
own life? 

When we have dared make our 
plans without reference to God, 
we have seen them eventually 
wither away or bring us down. 
Often it was only after we were 
really down that we realized what 
had been missing in all our 
doings. 

.SunJt~y School Lesson 
Expl"l'e the Sible 

Ap1"i12 

Pay attention to what God 
SaY.S (30:12-17) 

Our God-less schemes may not 
· cause us harm right away. In fact, 
their early apparent success often 
leads us to believe we are on the 
right track. But soon that error will 
cause a breach in the wall, at the 
very core of our life, at first almost 
undetectable. That small breach will 
grow until the whole thing collapses. 

God calls His people to the only 
possible deliverance for them 
which is in returning to Him. He 
offers an opportunity for them to 
rest and gain confidence in Him; 
but they cannot see it and refuse 
His way. God's way does not appear 
to provide the immediate security 
they crave. 

The only alternatiye to trusting 
in God may seem effective at the 
moment. It may indeed provide 
safety in the immediate circum
stances. But when that fails we are 
left ta frantically search for anoth
er solution. 
· If we would just be willing to 

trust Him now we will discover 
that all these concerns are swal
lowed up in His great love for us as 
His children. 0 - Nail is a former 
pastor and current member of First 
Baptist Church, Nashville. He is an 
employee of LifeWay Christian 
Resources. 

...... 
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ers 
• Brown Springs Baptist 

Church, Mosheim, recently 
ordained to the ministry Mark 
Thomas Rothe who is minis
ter of education at the church. 
Participating in the service 
were James Williams, director 
of missions, Nolachucky 
Baptist Association; Larry 
Jones, pastor, Concord Baptist 
Church, Mohawk; James 
Sauceman, minister of admin
istration, Brown Springs 
Church; Clay Wilkerson, min
ister to students; and Richard 
Long, pastor. 

+ Frank Bell recently cel
ebrated 20 years as pastor of 
Chapel Hill Baptist Church, 
Pocahontas. Bell and his wife, 
Frances, were presented a 
plaque, gifts, cards, and testi
monies from church members. 

+ Good Hope Baptist 
Church, Adamsville, called 
Eric Carpenter as pastor, 
effective March 26. 

+ Frank Crumpler will 
retire March 31 as pastor of 
Rainbow Park Baptist_Church, 
Decatur, Ga. , and conclude 50 
years in the pastorate. He is 
the former pastor of Brainerd 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
from 1987-93. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Fall Branch, has recently 
called Carl Strickler as tran
sitional interim pastor. 

rc es 
+ Stones River Baptist 

Church, Smyrna, will pre
sent a Live Passion Pageant, 
on Good Friday, April 14, from 
5-9 p.m. For information, con
tact Dorothy Epps at (615) 
459-3172. 

+ Jews for Jesus presents 
the Liberated Wailing Wall on 
Sunday, April 2, at 11 a.m. at 
Westwood Baptist Church, 
Murfreesboro. For more 
information, call (615) 896-
5537. 

+ Friendship Baptist 
Church, Lindsdale, Delano, 
will hold revival Sunday, April 
2, at 10:45 a.m. and G·p.m. Bob 
Peek of Knoxville, former pas
tor, East Athens Baptist 
Church, Athens, will speak. 
For more information, call 
( 423) 506-6424. 

+ Mt. Hermon Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, will 
hold a revival Sunday 
Wenesday, April9-12, at 7 p.m. 
with evangelist and gospel 
music artist Carroll Roberson 
as speaker. 

+ Pine Eden Baptist 
Church, Fairfield, will hold 
a revival Sunday - Wednesday, 
Apri1 2-5, with Morris 
Anderson, evangelist of 
Macyv:ille, as speaker. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Cold Springs, Pikeville, 
recently held a revival in 
which four people made pro
fessions of faith and several 
others made other commit
ments. Floyd 11Lammie" 
Lammersfeld, evangelist of 
McKenzie, spoke. 

• Signal Mountain 
Baptist Church, Signal 
Mountain, will celebrate its 
60th anniversary, Saturday -
Sunday, Sept. 30 - Oct. 1. For 
information, contact the 
churc}:l at (423) 886-1244. 

• Union Avenue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, will spon
sor a disaster relief mission 
trip July 15-22 to Pass 
Christian, Miss., where the 
team will work in conjunction 
with the Mid-South Baptist 
Association, Memphis, to 
help hurricane victims rebuild 
their homes. For information, 
contact Jeff Williamson, asso
ciate pastor/youth and admin
istration, at (901) 458-7471. 

· + Lincoln Heights Bap
tist -Church, Tullahoma, 
and its pastor, Kerry Smith, 

TenneScene 

MEMBERS OF Grace Baptist Church, Johnson City. and tw< 
churches pause during work March 11-18 to help hurricane ' 
in Ocean Springs, Miss. They worked with Belle Fountain l 
Church, Ocean Springs. The Tennesseans worked on four t 
framing and sheet rock finishing. The owners had been Iii 
government trailer9 on their front yards for six months. Pictun 
from left, ClinrDonegan; Bryan Sexton; Elbert Charpie, past1 4y 
Walker; Daniel Charpie; Mabel Blankenship; Basil Barkley; 
Tolley; Tracy and Barbara Teal of Antioch Baptist Church, Jc _,. 
City; and Verna Dickerson and Jack Daniels of Skyline /
Baptist Church, Johnson City. 

will lead an evangelism, light 
construction, and medical mis
sion t rip to Morant Bay, 
Jamaica, June 30 - July 6. For 
information> call Smith at 
(931) 455-5612. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Jefferson City, will host a 
Habitat for Humanity 

Fundraiser, Saturday, 
29. This event, "M01 
Homecoming," will fea1 • 
luncheon, silent and liv aur
tions, a fashion show, ru liw 
music. For informati01 all 
Jeanne Ringe at (865 917· 
1840 or Vicki McCuist 1 Jl 
(865) 397-4246. 
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The Baptist and Reflector's Church Page Plan lit 

save·your church time and money. Plus, your mem a 

will not only get their own church news, they willlf.l 

timely news and information from across both w 
Tennessee Baptist Convention and Southern B~ Ill 

Convention. 

The B&R also provides columns and stories tha· • 
-

geared to help churches and their members in • 

everyday life . 

For more information about the Church Page F p. 

call Susie Edwards or Mary Nimmo at (615) 371-2 i. 
or send the form below to: Baptist and Reflector, 

Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

- , 

Youth Fund RaHer 
8obd l'ttoa16 ow
~)4on:b 26, 

M.r-.z.,~s.n
Tiut ..... , will.bo4>-

__ ...._,. 
n.,_~~ ........... ,...,.... ... Your Name --------------Title ----------------------------

- "" tbo ,.,..oh 
)li)waabo - "rrip --··· ~~ ·•tw 

.. .,., .. ............................ ~ _.. ........ s.-..-... ..... 
................ .-. . ..._ ... _. 
~ ......... ... ...... ca.-~...._ 0..0. 
Clw ,_ .._.. ................. .... ........... ......._ ____ ...... ,..., 
~ ..... ~- ·-- ..... ... .. ...._ ..,..,.. __ ......_....._. ..... -

Phone Number ________________________________ _ 

• 


