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ssover Cookeville volunteers visit 7,000 homes 
'nnie -Davis Bushey. 

and Reflector . 
• 

GKEVILLE -On Palm 
ay weekend about 750 
sts of Stone Baptist Associ-

visited approximately 
homes as part af Cross-

ossover is an evangelistic 
held prior to the Southern 
t Convention annual 

.ng. It emphasizes door-to~ 
·~sitation of residents. 
one Association adapted 
dea to reach out to the 
0 residences of Cookeville. 
Jea came from Steve Farris, 
(elism director of the asso- A TEAM FROM FIRST Baptist Church, Cookeville, prays with 
n. About 500 homes are a Christian couple outside their home in Cookeville on Satur
visited after the weekend, -day morning. Team members are Kaye Stringe~; James Gun-

PREPARING TO visit on Saturday are members of Stevens Street Bap
tist Church, Cookeville, from left, Melissa Kruse; Dave Kruse, youth min-
ister; Tim FraAk, associate pastor; and Fran Frank. · Farris who also is min.- hingham, and Todd Arnold. 

outx_each, missions, and 
educa~ipn, First Church. 

Sunday evening volun
gathered to hear reports 
lebl'ate the event at First 
~t Church, Cookeville. 
they heard Bobby Welch, 
~nt of the Southern Bap
:D.nveJul<· m and pastor, First 

Church, Daytona Beach, 

lch praised the crowd of 
b.at evening, telling them 

set a great example for 
t of the 1,188 associations 
SBC. 
st of the service was tele

part of the regular 
of First, Cookeville. 

- Betty 
ams, former bookkeeper 
be Baptist and Reflector, 
ys maintained the B&R 
ing list and made address 
ges as needed. 
nfortunately, though Betty 
~d Dec. 31, her e-mail 
~ss did not. As a result, 
f people have sent in 
~ss changes that we sim
•ere unaware of. Two hun
plus ~mails later, we now 
and are in the process of 

ng those changes. 
ease send all correspon
e concerning address 
ges, additions, deletions, 
billing inquires to sed
s@tnbaptist.org. Include 
~h name and town. 
bile technology is great, it 
always fool proof. If you 

ot sure we have received 
changes, call Susie 

.rds at (615) 371-2003. 

About 20 people made profes
sions of faith and about 100 
made other spiritual decisions 
during the service. 

Farris reported several peo
ple made professions of 'faith 
during the Crossover visits. He 
said he was pleased at the 
response despite the bad weath
er in the area. Frank Hickman, 
director of missions, agreed, not
ing most people participated on 
a Saturday which is considered .. 
a day off. 

The event drew more Baptists 
than any associational event in 
the last 28 years, reported Hick- · 
man. It also drew members of a 

majority of the association's 41 
churches, which include a His
panic and Chinese mission con
gregation. Volunteers from a 
nearby association also "helped. 

Hickman told those gathered 
for the celebration, 'When we get 
together for missions, for out
reach, for God, man we get 
together. We need to continue 
doing this. That's what we're here 
for, to tell people about Jesus 
whether in the grocery store or 
wherever we are. I'm excited." 

Rick Lowhorn also was excit
ed at the response. He helped 
lead the preparation for Cross
- See Crossover, page 3 

Judas 'gospel' is heres 
By Tim Ellsworth· 
Union University news office 

JACKSON - The newly 
published "Gospel of Judas" 
contains teaching that is com
pletely foreign to the New Tes
tament, according to the assess
ment of several Union 
University prafessers. 

"It presents a completely dif
ferent cosmology and theology 
from what we find in the New 
Testament:" -said George Guth
rie, the Benjamin W. Perry Pro
fessor of Bible at Union Univer
sity. 

or fol'm a writing that tells us 
anything reliable about either 
the real Jesus or Judas," added 
Greg Thornbury, dean of 
Union's school of Christian 
studies. 

Thornbury referred to a 
quote from Elaine· Pagels, a 
Princeton University religion 
professor who was a consultant 
for the National Geographic 
project that translated and 
published the Gospel of Judas. 
Pagels pointed out that the peo
ple who ·wrote and circulated 
these gospels "did not think 
they were heretics." -

MARK DRAUGHON, left, and Rick Denton of Bangham Heights 
Baptist Church, Cookeville, look at a map of Cqokevme on Satur
day at Stevens Street Baptist Church, Cookeville, prior to leaving to 
visit homes. 

• y · lOft 
distinguish between authentic 
and authoritative. 

"Sure it's authentic, mean
ing it came from that time," Van 
Neste said. "That doesn't neces
sarily mean it's the true 
gospel." 

Van Nes te used as an exam
ple histories written during 
World War II that denied the 
Holocaust. They were written 
at that time, but they were far 
from accurate or authoritative, 
he said. 

He added that the discovery 
of the "Gospel of Judas" should 
in no way change what people 
believe about traditional Chris
tianity, because documents like 
this have been around for a 
long time. 

rs 
authentic and truthful must be 
made. 

"The document h as been 
shown to be authentic and this 
gives us a window into key 
aspects of second-century Gnos
ticism," Dockery said. "When 

· reading t~ese other 'gospels' of 
this period, we understand why 
Irenaeus, a second cen t ury 
church leader, pronounced 
these writings as heretical." 

The biggest difference, Dock
ery noted, is that the Gospel of 
Judas completely ignores the 
gospel message itself, which is 
the death, burial, and resurrec
tion of J esus Christ. 

~ appreciate our readers 
•LU·• ~pologize for any incon

nce. LJ -Lonnie Wilkey 

Guthrie and other Christian 
studies faculty members at 
Union said the Gospel of Judas 
document is unreliable as a 
source for the actual historical 
events in the life of Jesus and 
promotes the heresy of Gnosti
cism, an ancient teaching con
demned by the early Christian 
church. . "'t is not in any way, shape, 

"When do heretics admit 
that what they believe is, in 
fact, heresy?" Thornbury asked. 
"Whether one is talking about 
the fourth century or the 21st 
century, there has been no 
shortage of people trying to dis
credit the Christian faith." 

Ray Van Neste, associate 
professor of Christian studies 
at Union, said it's important to 

"'We're not surprised at this 
discovery," Van Neste said. "We 
knew these things were out 
there." 

Union President David S. 
Dockery agreed, saying that the 
distinction between historically 

Unveiled April 5, the Gospel 
of Judas was originally found in 
the 1970s, and its origins are 
unclear, a ccording to the 
National Geographic web site. 
It is believed to have come from. 
a tomb on the east bank of the 
Nile River near the Egyptian 
village of El Minya. 
- See Judas, page 1 0 
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Despite SBC 
• • urg1ng, nom1nees 

lacking on CP 
Associated Baptist Press 

GREENSBORO, N.C.- In a 
year when Southern Baptist 
Convention leaders are ca11ing 
for the election of SBC officers 
"whose churches give at least 10 
percent of their undesignated 
receipts to the Cooperative Pro
gram" - the SBC's ministry 
budget the first two 
announced candidates are pas
tors of churches that give 
approximately .1 percent to the 
Cooperative Program. 

When the SBC meets in 
Greensboro in June, North Car
olina pastor J.D. Greear will be 
nominated for second vice presi
dent, according to Daniel Akin, 
president of Southeastern Bap
tist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C. 

Greear, a graduate of South
eastern, has been senior pastor 
of the Summit Church in 
Durham, N.C., since 2001. Infor
mation from Southern Baptists' 
2005 Annual Church Profile sur
vey shows . the Summit Church 
reports $16,500 in gifts through . 
the SBC Cooperative Program, 
slightly less than 1 percent of 
the church's total undesignated 
receipts of $1.7 million. 

Wiley Drake, pastor of First 
Southern Baptist Church in 

• a 1ona I s ne 

Buena Park, Cali(, will be nom
inated by Bill Dodson, pastor of 
Bell City Baptist Church near 
Farmington, Ky. Drake's church 
reported $1,000 given through 
the SBC Cooperative Program 
last year, just over 1 percent of 
the church~s reported receipts of 
$96,450. 

The Southern Baptist Con
vention has been working to 
revive sluggish Cooperative Pro
gram giving, which funds the 
denomination's mission boards 
and other agencies. A report of 
the Ad Hoc Cooperative Pro
gram Committee calls for the 
election of future convention 
officers on both the state and 
national levels from churches 
that give at least 10 percent 
through the Cooperative Pro
·gram. 0 

Blackaby seeks 
prayer lor 
national message 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON As the 
honorary chairman of this year's 
National Day of Prayer, Henry 
Blackaby will address hundreds 
of government officials and 
other dignitaries on Thursday, 
May4. 

Not surprisingly, the noted 
Southern Baptist discipleship 
leader wants Christians to pray 
about his upcoming message at 

the Cannon Office Building. 
since he C()nsiders this year's 
observance one of the most cru- · 
ciaJ in the 54-year history of the 
National Day of Prayer. 

Ominous threats from terror
ists and the moral decay of 
American society are two factors 
making prayer vital to the 
nation's future, Blackaby said. 

"I think it will be an astound
ing gathering that will have far
reaching implications. That's 
why I think the message that 
will be brought will be absolute
ly crucial," said Blackaby, whose 
message will reflect the day's 
theme of "America, Honor God." 

Citing increased media expo
sure and a growing grassroots 
coordinator base, Shirley Dob
son - longtime chairperson of 
the N a tiona! Day of Prayer Task 
Force - expressed a great sense 
of anticipation about the upcom
ing observance. 

Among this year's "firsts" will 
be events at the base of Mount 
Rushmore and at the North Pole . 
in Alaska; as elsewhere, people 
at each locale will intercede for 
the nation and its leaders, Dob
son said. 

In addition, she noted that 
Blackaby has made an impact 
as honorary chairman. 

"His prayer for the nation 
couldn't b_e more appropriate for 
the culture we find ourselves 
living in today," Dobson said. 
"He has graciously attended to 
our requests and his book, 

Late-lareaklng news 

Rec~ord resigns presidency ·of NAMB 
Compiled from ABP, BP reports 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - After an internal 
investigation and "scathing" trustee report 
that cited sever al examples of mismanagement 
in his administration, North American Mission 
Board President Bob Reccord resigned April 
17. 

The move came after the Southern Baptist 
leader met with prominent pastors April 13 to 
ask their advice about his future, especially in 
light of repeated hints from NAMB trustees 
urging him to resign. Several trustees also told 
Associated Baptist Press they would have 
attempted to force Reccord out at· their next 
meeting, scheduled for May 2. 

At issue were several items, ranging from 
Reccord's allegedly heavy
handed management style to a 
penchant for extravagant 
spending on unsuccessfq.l 
NAMB projects. Other inci
dents that .r aised trustees' 
suspicions included no-bid 
contracts that NAMB gave to 
InovaOne, a communications 
firm owned by one of Reccord's RECCORD 
friends, and the blurring of the 
line between Reccord's personal enterprises 
and his NAMB responsibilities. . 

According to NAMB employees, Reccord had 
recently told his management staff he may 

' resign as a result of the tumult. He told them 
some trustees had told him to step down and 
that others told him to endure the controversy, 
ABP reported April 13. 

Trustee chairman Barry Holcomb, in a 
statement released April 17, noted that Rec
cord "has sought to provide leadership that was 
both consistent and visionary." 

" ... Contrary to some opinions, Dr. Reccord is 

in no way being asked to resign, let alone 
forc.e,.<!._to resign," Holcomb said, noting that 
Reccord "is taking this step for what he feels is 
best for Christ's kingdom." 

"While others might have placed their own 
personal well-being ~ea~ of what was best for 
NAMB, Dr. Reccord is doing just the opposite," 
Holcomb said. 

"I believe that this is one of the strongest 
evidences of his personal character and integri
ty. ~e has a strong love for our missionaries, for 
those who work within NAMB and for our 
trustees. And so taking the high road of leader
ship on behalf of our missionaries, our agency, 
and · our cenvention, he is resigning today as 
president." 

Holcomb, an Alabama pastor, added that 
Reccord "has aptly noted that in convention 
life, entrepreneurial leadership and denomina
tional requirements may be . at odds with one 
another. This is no one's fault - it is simply a 
reality." 

Holcomb also noted that both a financial 
audit and the trustees' task force report 
revealed no ethical problems related to Rec· 
cord's leadership of NAMB. 

"Read !n a vacuum, one might leap to the 
conclusion that nothing positive has happened 
at NAMB over the past nine years. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. In fact, any 
impression gleaned from our r eport that sug
gests that the trustees are either unaware or 
unappreciative of the many strong accomplish.
ments at NAMB by our President or our people 
is incorrect. I believe I speak for our board 
when I say that we are very grateful for the 
wonderful ministry that has been accom
plished by our missionaries and our staff: 
under Dr. Reccord's leadership." 0 Article 
includes reporting by Hannah Elliott of Associat
ed Baptist Press and Baptist Press staff. 
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online for ca 
TBC ·ng 
&fPHst and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD -
aengera planning to 
the special called meatil 
the Tennesaee Baptist 
vention on May 9 can • 
register online. 

The meeting will lxclia 
9 a.m. at Two Rivers Ba1fi 
Church, Nashville. 

Messengers can 10 
www. tnbaptist.org to regl•b 
by inputting their SB 
Church ID number (found t 
the messenger card). Me11a' 
gers will still need to bill 
their signed cards to 1" 
Rivers and present it 
receive ballots and their 
senger badge. 

There will be a special:liJ 
for messengers who p1"84re 

ister . 
For those who do not pr 

register, registration will I 
open Monday, May 8, from 
9 p.m. at Two Rivers and 
Tuesday, May 9, beginninc 
7 a .m. and continuiJ 
throughout the day. Cl 

'Experiencing Prayer " 
Jesus,' is garnering good att 
tion in the market. Dr. Blackt 
is a man of God and [we( b1 
been incredibly blessed by 
active support this year."' 

Invited to serve as hOnOl 

chairman prior to last ye 
National Day of Prayer, Bla 
by prepared by traveling to 
nation's capital to hear then 
sage by Max Lucado, the 2 
honorary chairman. 

. Blackaby has since seen 
the actual role has more ti 
consuming demands. 

He recently flew to Colol 
Springs, Colo., to tape two st 
with James Dobson for the "Fl 
on the Family" radio pro~ 
be aired May 3-4. And he wi 
doing numerous . other ~ 
interviews in the coming w 
as he strives to enlist partil 
tion from millions of Christis 

Among those he has enc 
aged to get involved are 
CEOs of Fortune 500 comps 
with whom he :meets regula 

Blackaby, t!le former c:ii.rf 
of prayer and spiritual awa 
ing for the Southern Ba 
North American Mission 8< 
said his belief in praye 
strengthened by current cc 
tions, particularly the th.re 
terrorists unleashing a des 
tive attack in the United St 

With such tools as a "• 
bomb" and chemical or biolo 
weapons at the terrorists' 
posal, Blackaby coJlli 
prayer the nation's most pc: 
ful line of defense. 

"That's why I'm convi 
this Nationat DayofPrayer 
urgent, because there's 
immediate danger," Blac 
said. "Only sincere, God-h• 
ing prayer will cause the ha 
GOO to keep the enemy 
hurting us badly." "'1 
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... rossover Cookeville volunteers visit 7 000 ••• 
f ~"1 dial " ·d s · I C01ntJr1uea rom pa~e1 . :· .. , s~ pam. She was blessed by her 

Cookeville. He IS ~tm$te~ of out- VISit With a senior lady who told Spain 
. developni~mt for ~tevens the visit meant a lot because Saturday 

h.:•t Baptist Church, . Cookeville. He was her longest day of the week. People 
on Sunday evening-jfrior to the two in that complex have needs, said Spain. 

-""0 " he had .already heard of a person Ron Howard ·of Bang ham Heights 
ing saved as a result of a visit and a Baptist Church, Cookeville, said while 
am learning that a woman needed visiting he heard some steel guitar 
!)rk on her house. The team returned on music. He finally located the residence it 

IIJ.lll[l&~ to begin work on 1t. was coming from and an open door. 
"The very fact that this many would Responding to"- Howard's call, the man 

out for anytrung. It's overwhelming playing the guitar came to the door and 
me," said Lowhom. visited with Howard. The man · told 
Preparation was a key, according to Howard of his struggles with alcohol. 

.~ .. ·~ Adkisson, pastor, First Baptist Howard told the man how God can 
Cookeville. Pastors gathered for remove th~t desire and had removed bad 

progressive prayer meeting moving desires from him. Howard left a pam
church to church in specific areas· phlet with the man. 

a prayer meeting led by Don Pierson He was able to participate because 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention God has healed him, said Howard. He 

Also several training sessions were quit smoking six months ago. 
1 bV1<1E~<1 for volunteers. . Brenda Thomas of Stevens Street 

Low hom and Hiclonan worked Church told of meeting an older man 
. i'!ethe~r· to prepare materiais. Assign- who told her sometimes their family 
P>n1t.A were prepared by Lowhom. Mate- didn't have enough food. She told him 

were developed by Stone Associa- ~about the care center of her church. 
rn and Stevens Street Church. Several Then his son joined them. He may 
urches printed the materials and about have just gotten up for the day, she 

volunteers from Stevens Street com- said. He eventually made a profession 
ed packets, said Lowhom.·He especial- of faith. 
thanked senior adult ladies of the Also she met an older lady who 

urch who worked for three weeks on made a profession of faith. She was a 
e project and Cheryl Saylpr of the Catholic. She was planning to visit 
urch's office. An offering taken at the one of the Baptist churches on the list 
ening service covered most of the an.d map in the packet. 

1penses, reported Hickman. Several workers said they talked 
Lowhorn told the crowd on Satw:day with people who were confused about 

orrung prior to visitation that "so often Christianity or rejected it, but they 
e don't work together." But for were glad they had the chance to talk 
ross over "we have decided that we want with them and pray with them . 
. ,'UTI"'rll' together." Daniel Lowhorn, youth minister, 

RANDALL ADKISSON, right, pastor, First Baptist Church, Cookeville, visits with a 
team from the church and its Chinese congregation during the pre-visitation session 
at Stevens Stre~t Baptist Church, Cookeville. Team members are, from left, Phyllis 
Stephens, Charl~e Hutchinson, and Johnny Wong. 

He noted that many people ''have a Midway Baptist Ghuroh, Cookeville, 
ctt1re of Baptists as unloving people." said during a visit he learned "the DISCUSSING THEIR assignments are two Crossover teams from First Baptist Church, 

encouraged them to be ·friendly, not- true definition of what a difficult life Cookeville. They are, from left, Kaye Stringer, Todd Arnold, James Cunningham, Daniel/e 
g the survey was non-invasive and is." Wade, Jessjca Baugh, and Linda Venturino. 
~uded only four questions. But he also Joyce Rayne of First Church said she ,.=.;::~::::::;-::~~~=~=="""""~=~---:r--"!::::2 

""'"''"' them to ask the last question had been "unhappy with my Christian 
,(,.,,,., what the person thought was the life" and was shy, but she agreed ta par

to ensure their entrance into h.eaven. ticipate in Crossover. She's glad she did. 
Reports from volunteers One person told Rayne her team's visit 

During the celebration service on Sun- was an answer to prayer. Most people 
y evening Crossover volunteers report- were glad for the Visit "regardless of what 
on their experiences. religion they were. 

l .... .&JLA.<;; Farris of Hampton's Crossroads "I'm a different person," she said, as a 
Church, Cookeville, said he had a result of participating. "It was, tough at 

of reasons why he wasn't going to par- first but I just really enjoyed it." 
ipate but he finally changed his mind. Partners, next year 
's glad he did. · Crossover Cookeville was held simul-
Farris and his team visited people in a taneously with Baptists in India and 
1sing project from several countries the Bahamas, noted Farris, who also 
o were "so receptive," he described. works for Internatianal Commission, a 
A man from India invited them in and Baptist ministry based in Lewisville, 
ms shared the plan of salvation with Texas. 
a. "It was so easy," said Farris. Over the next few years, plans are to 
Sam Spradling of Stevens Street Bap'!' expand Crossover 
~ Church said he visited about 25 Cookeville to reach 
nes and talked with five fami1ies. He all of the associa
.n't see anyone accept Christ, he said, tiOn. which extends 
~ he was "touched in my heart by the into four counties. 0 
>ortunity" to tell 
•ple that he and 

team cared 
)ut them and 
\t God cares 
>ut them. 

PEOPLE RESPOND TO THE altar call of !3obby Welch, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, who preached on Sunday night of Crossover Cookeville at First 
Baptist Church, Cookeville, - Photo by Steve Farris 

Brenda Spain of 
st Church said 
~ visited a com
x which she 
•ught was home 
y to senior 
l.lts. She learned 
mg adults live 
:re too. 
Everyone she 
t was "'very cor-

BOBBY WELCH, president of the 
SoUthern Baptist Convention, speaks 
on Sunday night at First Baptist Church, 
Cookeville. 

SOME OF THE LEADERS of Crossover Cookeville pause in between the celebration and worship services 
at First Baptist Church, Cookeville, on Sunday night. They are, from left, front row, Frank Hickman, director 
of missions, Stone Baptist Association; James Walling, pastor, Midway Baptist Church; Bobby Welch, pres
ident of the SBC; Randall Adldsson, pastor, First Baptist Church, Cookeville; back row, Tim Adams, pastor, 
Wilhite Baptist Church; Steve Fa"is, minister of outreach, missions, and adult education, First Church; Rick 
Lawhorn, minister of outreach/Christian development, Stevens Street Baptist Church; Keith Tosh, pastor, Bang
ham Heights Baptist Church; and Jimmy Arms, pastor, Stevens Street Church. 

• 
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What is the right percentage? Every Baptist a tither 
2003 MISSIONS GIVING 

gue~ 

(o~umnis 

By Wanda S. Lee 

In January 1950, WMU's 
Royal Service magazine carried 
an article entitled "Right Per
centage" that highlighted the 
25th anniversary of the Cooper
ative Program (CP). This unique 
Southern Baptist program pools 
monetary resources from 
churches to support the goal of 
spreading the gospel. 

The emphasis across the 
denomination that year was 
"Every Baptist a Tither" and 
WMU pledged to do its part in 
promoting tithing and overall 
increased giving to CP. The 
author wrote, "Woman's Mis
sionary Union, always an auxil
iary or helper in every endeavor 
of Southern Baptists, will give 
all the force she can to the 
achievement of these goals. We 
will do everything we can to 
teach stewardship of posses
sions and to lead Baptist women 
and young people ·in the practice 
of good stewardship." 

Our involvement in the pro-

motion of CP and an emphasis 
on stewardship was nothing 
new. Records show WMU as an 
integral part in the creation of 
CP. In fact, WMU Executive 
Director Kathleen Mallory and a 
WMU officer from every state 
served on the Committee on 
Future Program, the original 
group who launched this dream 
of cooperative giving (A Century 
to Celebrate, p. 133). Teaching 
stewardship and service across 
all age levels has been a part of 
WMU since our inception. 

The heart and soul of any 
denomination's missions efforts 
must be founded on its members' 
understanding these basic con
cepts- everything I have belongs 
to God; I am responsible for using 
whatever I have to honor God; a 
world is waiting to hear the Good 
News and I am responsible for 
seeing that they hear. When these 
concepts are planted firmly in a 
believer's life as they are through 
missions education, tithing and 
cooperative giving by churches 
and state conventions will not be 
a problem. 

The graph presents a strong 
correlation between missions 
education and involvement and 
stewardship. Just take a look at 
CP giving from churches with 

$450,000,000 . ' 

$400~000.000 $385,710.873------------------------

$350,000,000 ..__ 

$300,000,000 1---

$25~000.000 1---

$200,000,000 1---

$1 50,000,000 
$117.496,25 I 

$1 00,000.000 1--- '1---------- $80,934.767 ----

$50,000,000 1--- 1--- $3S.4n,sls ----.. 

$0 L-
Cooperative 

Program 

Key: Churches with active WMU 

WMU as compared to churches 
repoAing no WMU organiza
tions as reported in the 2003 
Annual . Church Profile. The 
graph needs no explanation 
exc~pt to say, an occasional 
tithing sermon or testimony 
from someone who tithes will 
not produce- individuals or a 
church that is committed to bib
lical stewardship. What is need-

. . 

$9,759,349 

Annie 
Armstrong 

Lottie Moon Other Missions 
Contributions 

Churches without WMU 

ed is an ongoing infusion of 
these principles through the 
teaching of the church. Then, 
and only then, will stewardship 
of our resources become a part of 
the fal:iric of our daily living. 

Past and present WMU mem
bers understand we can do so 
much more together than we 
can alone. Cooperating for the 
cause of Christ in our giving and 

our going is a long held pat 
of mission support that w< 
As you think about your un 
standing of stewardship reo: 
her these words of Jesus, 
where your treasure is, t 
your heart will be also" (I 
12:34 NIV). 0- Lee is exec 
director of Southern Ba 
Woman's Missionary Ur 
based in Birmingham, Ala. 

• 

Take advantag"e of spring to-teach children about God's creatio1 
· ful · flowers. Birds gather twigs on the nest, and later feeding the different. Provide colored chalks the ingredients for tb.e fan •• 

. . and design intricate nests. Yes, young. Keep a daily journal of the or water-based paints and paper. salad. 
Ci pa ('61J1t winter is over and spring is here. events. As your family watches a be a uti~ • Watch the night sky W. 
S edkS Barents can ~se this new sea- • Decorate a small plastic con- ful sunset encourage your chil~ to friend. With warmer nig?ts 

son as a tinie for teaching their tainer with felt-tip ·markers. illustrate what they see by usmg ti~ of year, your famdy 
child about God's natural world. Punch holes in the pottom for the chalk and paper. enjoy staying outside later. IJ 
Use your imagination and ere- . drainage. Purchase small plants • Play a tape or recordillg of neighporhood children to cot 
ativity to point out the wonder of and. place inside the.....&,gntainer. mood music, including wind, your house to watch the e 
His universe. Could some of the . Help your child deliver this gift of waves breaking on a beach, or Provide blankets and mugs c 
following work for you? · spring to a shut-in in your rain. Move to the music and talk chocolate. Or, roast hotdogs 

·By Carolyn R . . Tomlin 

Ah, Spring! I'm reminded of 
Solomon's words in Song of Songs 
2:11-12, The winter is past, the 
rains are over and gone, Flowers 
appear on the earth; the season of 
singing has come, the cooing of 
doves is heard in our land. 

Spring is a ·time of rebirth. 
Trees that appear dormant pro
duce tender green foliage. Bulbs 
that looked lifeless shoot forth 
from the earth and bring beauti-

• 

Grateful for DR 
As a pastor of a church in the 

affected area of the tornados 
that devastated West Tennessee 
on April 2, I would like to say 
thank you Tennessee Baptist 
Disaster Relief workers, plan
ners, and trainers. All your 
efforts were wonderful and right 
on target as you ministered to 
the people of Gibson County and 
other surrounding counties. 

Mike Kemper (director of 
missions for Gibson Baptist 
Association) asked for the help 
and it came from everywheFe. 
The Weakley County disaster 
relief team was impressive as 
they worked so professionally 
and always began with prayer. 
We prayed before we ever 
cranked a chain saw. They were 
in no way a burden and in every 
way a true blessing. Thank you 

• Observe a bird building a church. about how God provide a variety mp.rshmallows on a stick. It 
nest near your home. Choose a •. Point out the different cloud of r elaxation tecpniques. old favorite that is still lov€ 
bird book containing pictures of formations in the sky. Help your • Make a delicious spring children. Tell stories of how 
birds native to your area, identifY child identify cirrus, cumulus, salad, using a variety of fresh ple during Bible times reli 
the species and learn about its ·and stratus clouds and learn spinach, lettuce, green onions, stars to guide their way. 
choice of habitat, food (whether weather associated with each radishes, and mini-carrots. If pos- Tomlin writes tor numerous d 
.insects or seeds), and other char- type. sible, these vegetables ·may be ian publications, She lives in 
acteristics. Using a camera with • _Wa~ch for beautiful sunsets. grown in a small garden or flower son where her husband, M 
a telephoto lens, try to capture Point out that God made each one bed. Or, purchase them at a gro- pastor of Ward's Grove B 
the bird building the nest, sitting different, just like all people are eery store. Let your child select Churcl:l. . 

to all the teams. Here are a few 
that come to mind as I write this 
after a hectic 10 days. 

• Weakley County disaster 
relief ministry 

• Clarksville (Cumberland 
Baptist Association) disaster 
relief ministry 

• Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Cordova disaster relief ministry 

·• Highland Park Baptist 
Church, Jackson, disaster relief 
ministry 

• First Baptist Church, Jack
son, disaster relief ministry 

• Calvary Baptist Church, 
Jackson, disaster relief ministry 

• Concord Baptist Church 
disaster relief ministry 

• East Union Baptist 
Church, Jackson, disaster relief 
ministry 

• First Baptist Church, 
Milan, disaster relief ministry 

• Individuals from Gallatin, 

• 

letters he edito r 
Tennessee who had to leave to 
check on their own town after 
Friday, April 5. 

•- Many others who worked 
along side of them who brought 
materials and made a differ
ence. 

• And to everyone who made 
a witness for the Lord Jesus by 
living it or speaking it. 

We were in need and· you 
ministered to us. Thank you for 
giving to the Lord. ·Thank you 
for witnessing for Him. 

Stephen Atwood, pastor 
Mount Pleasant Baptist 
Church, Bradford 38316 

No lawsuits 
It is our hope that Tennessee 

Baptists will say "no" to using 
God's money to take any action 
against Belmont. 

I was on the Executive Com-

mittee of the Tennessee Baptist fact they found in a safe 
Convention in 1997· when our- gave to the TBC) that has 
own lawyer made it clear that 
the TBC . should remove the 
clause "owned and operated" in 
regard to any of our colleges 
(because of the possibility of 
lawsuits in case of injury on one 
of our campuse's) and substitute 
"affiliated." 

Belmont wants to maintain a 
good relationship with the TBC 
and is committed to giving its 
students the best Christian edu
cation possible, keeping its Bap
tist roots solid. 

Since the TBC doesn't own 
Belmont, and their tru-stees 
have the legal right to make 
decisions, it's a waste to spend 
convention money to try a case 
that can't be won. Belmont's 
administration, trying to be 
completely honest, turned over 
an old document (the 1951 arti-

been superseded many tim• 
In 2000, the convention 

ed "the affiliated institu 
[Belmont and others] 
autonomous nonprofit cor 
tions, neither owned nor OJ: 
ed by the convention. G 
nance of the institutior 
vested in their respective be 
of trustees or directors i 
matters." 

Belmont no longer ret 
any money at all from the 
and wants to maintain a fi 
nal relationship with it. 
keep that relationship stro 
refusing to_ try to control 
which isn't ours to contr 
lawsuit can only bring div 
discord, and "bad press• t 
TBC. 

DianeJt 
Talbott! 
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~~ work.ers respond to Middle Tennessee victims 
onnie Davis Bushey 

' tist and Reflector 
. -
ALLATIN, HENDERSON
LE - Tennessee Baptist 

saster Relief workers 
Jponded here to help victims 
tornados which struck Friday, 
ril 7. The tornados killed 11 
ople and damaged or 
;troyed 754 buildings. 
First Baptist Church, Gal
jn, quickly became the base of 

for disaster relief 
·both by the Tennessee 

st Convention and the 
t)eJ:-J.C~ln. Red Cross. Baptist 

and the American Red Cross 
together. 
Saturday evening workers 

mass feeding from Hamilton 
unty Baptist Association had 
"ived. On Sunday the TBC 
ding unit and a shower trail
was installed on the church's 
rking lot and the laundry 
'iler on Monday. The shower 
iler was from the Alabama 
ptist Convention and the 
,ndry trailer was from First 
ptist Church, Hendersonville. 
[fhe TBC has four shower 

said David Acres, state 
director for the TBC, but two 

in West 'Pennessee for tor
victims and volm1teers 

IPOil<llt~ to April 2-3 torna
. . And .two trailers were on 

Gulf Coast for hurricane vic-

rf3ut even before the response 
state DR volunteers local DR 
rkers from Bledsoe Baptist 

"E!OIClBltlOtn had begun Serving, 
Mike Pennington, 

aet~or of missions. Many came 

from First Baptist Church, Hen
~ersonville, which has about 250 
trained DR workers, reported 
Chris Davis, minister of rms-. 
SlODS. 

Davis reports 
Davis moved his family to the 

church when the storm began 
developing. He and his wife 
have a seven-week-old baby. 
Also his parents were visiting 
from Louisian_a. 

Davis learned late Friday 
night that homes were 
destroyed just a block from his 
home in Academy Heights sub
division which is off of Lock 
Faur Road and Nichols Road. 
His home seems to be okay he 
reported April 12. A house next 
to his was damaged by a plank 
which was driven through the 
roof of a porch. 

"We were just really blessed," 
said Davis. 

The next morning he learned 
that although First Church was 
approved as a shelter for the 
American Red Cross, First Bap
tist Church, Gallatin, had been 
chosen. · 

Davis, whose family had been 
housed in an empty missionary 
house of the church, began 
mobilizing DR volunteers. It 
was diffi<mlt, he said, because of 
downed phone lines and towers. 

However, by 1 p.m. he and 65 
other DR volunteers from the 
church were at First Church, 
Gallatin, to join others from the 
association. They moved out to 
the damaged areas with chain 
saws and other equipment and 
began meeting with tornado vic
tims, offering their services. · 

S TEAM FROM ROBERTSON County Baptist Association operat
bobcat to remove big trees. They are, from left, Art Anderson, 

th Springfield Baptist Church, Springfield; Jim Hyde, Flewellyn 
•tist Church, Springfield; and Jim Grave, Cross Roads Baptist 
trch, Greenbrier. 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST Disaster Relief volunteers pray with Ann Mitchell, a resident of Hendersonville they 
are helping by removing downed trees in her yard and off of her house. Workers are, from left, Brad Swope, 
partially seen, First Baptist Church, Hendersonville; Tro!f Woolever; First Church; Bill Walker; First Church; 
Dave · Paxton, youth pastor; First Church; and Mike Pennington, director of missions, Bledsoe Baptist Asso
ciation, Gallatin. - Photos by Connie Davis Bushey 

They worked until 8 p.m., 
said Davis. 

The next day, about 90 volun
teers from the Hendersonville 
church began work after Sunday 
service. Those not trained were 
told during worship that "neigh
bors can help neighbors," said 
Davis. He saw church members 
prepare food and place it on a 
table iii a devastated neighbor
hood for wor.kers. 

He said the experience has 
been surreal and bizarre in that 
"what you've done in Louisiana 
you're doing at home," he said, 
referring to the church's 
response to last fall's hurri
canes. 

Another strange feeling :was 
to see the shell of the home of 
fellow DR volunteer Paul 
Riewald and his wife, Kathy. 
Everything inside was gone, 
said Davis. Paul is a retired 
engineer for Dupont who served 
on a church team in Louisiana. 

With -emotion Davis said he is 
so proud of his community, 
church, and DR. Volunteers took 
vacation to serve, he noted. 
Church members offered rental 

r 
f~ 

houses, guest houses, even cars 
to tornado victims, he said. And 
once again he is privileged to 
serve with DR workers, he said. 

"I'm proud to be a part of 
such an incredible organization 
as Southern Baptist Disaster 

~ Relief," said Davis. 
Pennington reports 

Mike Pennington said volun-

t,eers from other associational 
chun~hes joined the First 
Church volunteers to help tor
nado victims. He said the associ: 
ation has about 80 DR volun
teers in addition to those at 
First Church. They have been 
trained recently, in response to 
the hurricanes which hit the 
- - See DR, page 8 

DAVE PAXTON rests tram chain saw work on a woman's home in Hen
dersonville. He is youth pastor; First Baptist Church, Hendersonville. He 
climbs trees to work on them as a disaster relief volunteer. It is a skill 
he developed while living in Pensacola, Fla. and helping with DR fol
lowing Hurricane Ivan. He said he is able to do it because of skills he 
learned in repelling in the Royal Ambassador program. 
• 

.PING LEAD THE disaster relief operation based at First Baptist Church, Gal
'· are. from left, Chris Davis. minister of missions, First Baptist Church, Hender
ville; Mike Pennington, director of missions. Bledsoe Baptist Association, Gal
•; and David Acres, state DR director: Tennessee Baptist Convention. 

PREPARING TO CLEAN car.Jbros or insulated containers which held food are Tom Gregory of 
DaUas Bay Baptist Church, Soddy-Daisy; and Robin Legg, youth director of New Salem Baptist 
Church, Soddy-Daisy. 
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May 10,2006 
HilldaJe Baptist Church, Clarksville 

... ' dilP-· rum f'htt'rh ddsm.a4rJ~tff('$, , ' lt; h t 1~. 
lm 'I. '• t'llt,. f k> •-iH-f (~1.>1n l1t( .', .\.,, f~!'#ts 

• 

Featuring Steve Hewitt, Editor-in-Chief, Christian 
Computing Magazine and representatives from 
QuickVerse, Logos, myBibleSrudy.com, ACS, 
CMD+, Shelby Systems, Media Shout~ 

and PowerPoint demonstrating their products. 

Cost is $10 per church if registered by May I st or 
$15 per church if after May I st. To register, or for 
more information, visit www. tnbaptist.org, click 
News and Events, then on Associationa.l Cluster 
Events Calendar . 
For more information, contact Joyce Harvey at ( 
558-2090, ext. 2053 or e-mail jharvey@rnbaptist 

• 
Tennessee Baptist Adult Home! 

Father's Day Offering 2006 
Statewide Goal: $200,000 

'13e generous and willing to share. "I Timothy 6: 18 

-
Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes is a benevolent Christl: 
Ministry proving quality residential care for senior and devc 
opmentally disabled adults. For more information, caJl (61 
371-2050 or visit www.tnbaptisrhomes.org. 



A bright idea for your summer~ Come to camp ... 
Tennessee Ba-ptist Camps. . . ~ \ -

, . . . .. · ~ . 
1f • I 

a:""· . ,-

Camp Experiences change lives. That's what we are about helping kids, stU:dents, and adults expe
rience spiritual" life change.in the midst of fun, fellowship, and challenging encounters with Christ. 
Tennessee Baptist Camps will encourage your students to a deeper faith in Christ . 

- • • 

• 

For Kids - Journey Camps 
For boys and girls 3rd-6th grades** 

June 26-30, 2006 
Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center 

Jnly 3-7, 200~ 
Carson.Springs Baptist Conference Center 

• 

Cost: $200 per student, $H)0 per adult Sponsor . . 

.. . 
. ;., . . 

• • . /'' .... . :.· . . . . 
• • 

FoF students 6th-12th grades** 

July 10-14, 2006 
Linden Valley Baptist Confe!ence Center 

July 24-28, 2006 
CarsonSprings Baptist Conference Center 

Cost: $200 per student, $160 per adult sponsor 
(*At Camp Linden only, there is an aqditional charge of $40 
per person to stay in the Conference CenteF) 

**Grade levels are based on the student completing that grade 
level. at the end of the 2005-06 school :Year. 

Register online at www. tnbaptistcamps.org. 
For more information about Journey or Impact Camps, con
tact Nancy Hamilton at· (800) 558-2090, ext. 2085 or e-mail 
nhamilton@tnbaptist.org. 

• 

• 

nn•••• 
June 26-30 
Austin Peay State University, Clarksville 

It's a week focused on equipping your students (grades 7 -12) 
· to be leaders. 

Our motto: Send us your best, we'll send them back betteL"! 
. . 

Guest Speaker: To4d Bra~y, Campus Minister, Union 
Uaiversity 

. . . 

.Worship Band: Spur 58 
' 

Cost: $200 per student 

Fo.r: more information, contact Rachel Loxley at (800) 558-
2090, ext. 7933 or e-mail rlox.ley@tnbaptisr.org or visit 
~-yectennessee.o rg . 

All Nations Camp 

• 

June 5-9, 2006 
Linde~ Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden 

A co-ed camp for ethnic children and youth ages 7-17 

Cost: $75 per person 

For more information, contact Tim Hill or Aurie Nin at 
(800) 558-2090, ext. 2032 or e-mail thill@tnbaptist.org or 
visit www.allnationscamp.org. 

Church Health Matters 
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DR workers respond to Middle Tennessee ••• 
- Continued from page 5 
to the hurricanes which hit the 
Gulf Coast last fall. The associa
tion also equipped a DR Recovery 
Trailer for chain saw work, flood 
recovery, and rebuild. 

"We had not had the chance to 
be deployed outside the associa
tion yet, so God deployed us at 
home," said Pennington, who has 
served the association for 10 
years. "We're getting on-the-job 
training. 

"It's great to be a part of 

Southern Baptist Disaster 
Relief," said Pennington. 

Volunteers 
Tom Gregory of Dallas Bay 

Baptist Church, Soddy-Daisy, 
arrived at 5 p.m. on Saturday at 
First Church, Gallatin. He is a 
state mass feeding DR worker. 
He and his wife, Glenda, who 
accompanied him, were given 
notice at 10 a.m. that day that 
they might be deployed. 

"I'd rather do this than go on a 
, vacation ," said Gregory. He loves 

it even though it 4.8 hard work.., 
he added. He can't serve on the 
ARC vehicles which deliver the 
food he prepares. "I cry too much," 
he said. 

He has served hurricane vic
tims on the Gulf Coast four times 
in less than a year . Glenda 
served with him three of those 
times. 

Robin Legg, youth director of 
New Salem Baptist Church, 
Soddy-Daisy, also was serving on 
the feeding team. Legg left 

behind her family. including 
daughters, ages 4 and 9. She also. 
left her job at a sign company. 

DOT MCCAULEY, right, of First 
Baptist Church, Gallatin, visits 
with Tom Sontag of Panama 
City, Fla., and the American 
Red Cross after they delivered 
meals to tornado victims. 

Legg ha~ ~ Cr\'ed two timt 
Louisiana recently. 

She ~rud she seNcs as . 
volunteer becRuse she }t)v~ 
Lord and wants to set nne 
ple for her daughters. Sh~ 
told them that she is gou 
help girls like them who 
lost much of what they had. 

State operatiDm 
The state feeding unit 

pared food Monday - F1 
April 10-14, preparing 1 

meals. The laundry unit elf 
10 loads and the shower 
was used 81 times. They 
closed down April 14. Rec 
crews also r esponded 
Robertson County, Cumbe1 
and Nashville Baptist as1 
tions. 

No tornado victims stayE 
night at the shelter. 
response is continuing a· 
being coordinated by Bl lllf 
Association, (615) 451-3241 l 

WORKING ON debris at a home in Hendersonville are disaster relief workers from First Baptist 
Church, Hendersonville, from left, Troy Woolever; Dave Paxton, youth pastor; and Brad Swope. 

WORKING IN THE kitchen of 
First Baptist Church, Gallatin, 
are mer.nbers Lois Bullard, left, 
and Wilene Brooks . 

CHRIS DAVIS, minister Oi 

sions, First Baptist Church, 
dersonville, pauses from c 
nation of work. 

• 

''Every interaction 1 have with TBCH further assures me what a positive impac t 
this ministry has on so many lives. Not only do they help children with their 

I 

physical, social and relational needs, they introduce them to their spiritual life. 
by showing them the love of Jesus and teaching them God's word . 

• 

I encourage you to give in some way. Whether it's volunteering your time or 
giving a financial gift, even the smallest effort is a great help to TBCH! Through 
giving and volunteering, my family and I have been blessed beyond measure 

in every encounter we have with the Tennessee Baptist Children Is Homes. II 

--Nancy Hale, Franklin, TN 
Champions 4 Children Member and Volunteer 

- -

COI\~ING SOON! Te11net~a Baptitt 
Children's Hom~• -
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' nnessee cllurches begin to prepare leaders for VBS 
tacy Murphree ; our church and wha t better ants across the state. Added this year were two associational trainings being 
stand Reflector . wa-!' t:<> prepare than to attend Trundle notes that out of 66 training opportunities for offered now will include train-

.. .. ·t rammg to. learn how t~ u se ass?c~ations, 63 attended . this Spanish VBS that were held in ing in the Life Way themes as 
NTWOOD- W1th the the matenal and get 1deas trammg and gained ideas in Brownsville and Morristown. well as general information 

an er months qujckly from others," says Trundle. introducing the YES theme The February events about leading VBS. "These 
~· :)roaching churc?es .are Last year more than 8,000 ~d teac~g material, promo- offered training in Life Way's trainings will give information 
g01q .ring up for Vacation B1ble church VBS leaders attended tion, followmg up on VBS con- 2006 theme, "Arctic Edge: and generate discussion about 

who ~ool. Training events are training in their association. tacts, and family night ideas. Wher e Adventure Meets conducting VBS in any church 
had. Tently being offered to Trundle notes that the TBC Courage." Life Way is offering a setting regardless of which 

er. 

church VBS was recognized by the Club VBS theme material is being used by the 
1 e a d e r s Southern Baptist again this year church," says Trundle. 
through their Convention as hav- entitled "Space- The National Day of Prayer 
association. ing the second. Quest." for Vacation Bible School is 

Because highest number According to scheduled for May 21st. "We 
VBS is often of trained VBS Trundle, many need to remember that we are 
the largest leaders. churches are taking doing Vacation Bible School to 
outreach to "This is indeed a advantage of the reach out to those children and 
children. and .tribute to the great lead- Club VBS theme for families attending with the 
families .for ership of our associa- other outreach opportu- gospel of J esus Christ. We 
many church- tions who plan, promote, nities such as Backyard need to begin praying now for 

the state, Kathy and lead these conferen~es," Bible Clubs or camp and those who will attend VBS this 
TBC VBS Consul- she says. retreat settings. "We need summer," says Trundle. 

encourages church lead- These associational to use every minute we For a complete list of associ-
p.u ..... VBS workers to attend training events are being have to teach boys and ational training events, visit 

of these training events conducted by a team ofVBS girls about J esus and www.tnbaptist.org. For more 
held in their association associationalleaders who par- using these materials offers information about Vacation 

neighboring association. ticipated in one of four train- an opportunity to do that," she Bible School, co~ tact Kathy 
need to be prepared to irig events in February led by says. Trundle at ktrundle@tnbap-

Vacation Bible School in TBC staff and VBS consult- Trundle comments that the tist.org. 0 

. . 

er:college professor gives her (ife to volunteer :missions 
'"""" Lawson 

.Htist and Reflector 

Louise 
was on a science trip to 

Brazilian Amazon in the 
l 1980s when she had an 

e rience that changed the 
~tion of her life. 
~}le and her colleagues 
~-Visiting an Indian village 
~e the people had never 

the outside world. Gann 
!'L"'"'U the chief of the village 

wife had taken a liking 
even though they did 

SBC 2006 
lfinisters' Wives' Luncheon 

June 13, 2006 
Twelve in the afternoon 

>heraton Greensboro Hotel 
at Four Seasons 

:J-reensboro, North Carolina 

are cordially invited to anend an 
iftemoon tea with Mr. Georg 
t.lersen, internationally-admired 
rior designer, whose clients have 
luded tM Arkansas Governor's 
fansion and the White House. 

ro register on-line. log on to 
ww,swbts.edulconferences and 

• roll down to "2006 Ministers' 
\W,•es 'Lunch." 

register by telephone. callto/1-
fru 1 .sn.467.9287. 

'or more information, email 
IIJiwestem Seminary's Women 's 
iliary Coordinalor Bedcy Comp
lt rlc:ampbell@ swbts.edu, or call 
!rat817.923. 192J, ~ 7200. 

l'kkets ~ $10 per person. 
1 and MastuCarrJ are accepted. 

not speak the same language. 
Gann r:eqliested that her 

translator ask the couple if 
they knew therce was a god 
who loved them and if they 
had ever .heard the name of 
Jesus. 
· The translator· refused , 
telling Gann that talking 
about such matters was not in 
his job description. 

Gann, a college professor, 
decided that_day she wante~ to 
give the rest of her life to trav
eling the world telling people 
about Jesus. 

and condlicted revivals. 
In E stonia, Gann was 

injured in an autoiD;obile acci
dent, suffering eight broken 
ribs, a broken collarbone, and 
a dislocated shoulder. 

"I was already sch:eduled to 
come home the next day and 
made it fine," she recalled. 

Shortly after returning 
home from Estonia, she was 
scheduled to travel to Mexico 
to teach. With the help of oth
ers to carry h er luggage, 
Gann fulfilled her engage
ment and "had a wonderful 
time." - "I promised the Lord I 

would travel for Him with 
Christian _ translators who 
could speak - for me," said 
Gann, who led a conference at 
the recent Missions Get
Togethe.r in Gatlinburg, spon
sored by Tennessee Woman's 
Missionary Union. 

Of the more than 150 coun
tries she has visited, Gann 
said ~er most dramatic expe
rience happened in India 
when she was part o:f a med
ical mission team that prayed 
for the healing of a Christian 
woman wlio had a tumor the 
size of a grapefruit. She was 
emaciated and Gann ac
knowledged that her initial 
prayer s lacked fa~th that 

LOUISE GANN, right, visits with Kathy Myers of East Maryville 
Baptist Church, Maryville, before-leading a conference Clf the recent 
Missions Get-Together, sponsored by Tennessee Woman's Mis
sionary Union. 

She returned home from 
that trip and began exploring 
options for re~g early to do 
volunteer missions wherever 
the Lord led. She 

the woman had lived through 
the night. 

"She's not only alive. She's 
doing wonderfully well," the 
doctor told the group. When 

retired in January 
1990. 

Since then, Gann 
has sometimes taken 
as many as 10 mission 
trips in a year. 

' I not only want to give my life in 

Gann and others 
returned to India the 
next year, they again 
visited the village 
wher E' the woman 
lived. 

service but to encourage others to 

give themselves every day. "She was the first 
In Brazil, she lec

tured at 15 universi
ties on science and 
spirituality. She has 

Louise Gann ' 
----

one who came t o 
meet us and she had 
48 people with her 

taught English in Brazil and 
China. She has participated in 
medical and evangelism mis
sion projects. She h as gone 
with her church, Madison 
Avenue Baptist Church, 
Maryville, to do Vacation Bible 
School and visitation while 
other teams have built chapels 

healing was possible. 
The next morning surgery 

was performed and the doctor 
spent the night in the woman's 
room giving her liquid nour
ishment when she was awake 
and able to take it. 

The next morning, team 
members asked the doctor if 

she had led to the 
Lord!" Gann recalled. "So many · 
times I believe God heals peo
ple to help unbelievers." 

In the last couple of years 
Gann has reduced her mission 
travel somewhat to care for 
her 1: us band who is in poor 
health. 

"My heart's still in it," she 

said, "and I'm praymg for 
those who go." 

While she used to think 
that giving her tithe and occa
sion~ offering to the Lord was 
what He wanted of her, she 
later concluded God expected 
more. So she reversed the pat
tern and now keeps the tithe 
and gives the rest for God's 
work . 

'Tve survived quite well," 
she said. 

Gann said her involvement 
in missions has changed her 
life and she hopes her experi
ences will help others. 

"I not only want to give my 
life in service but to encourage 
others to give themselves 
every day," she said. 

"We don't have to go over
seas. H people have a heart for 
God and a heart for the perish
ing, they want to go." 0 
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Judas "gospel' is heresy, . say Union University ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

For the next three and a half 
decades, the document re
mained hidden in the cloudy 
world of the antiquities market 
before being purchased in 2000 
by Greek dealer Frieda Nuss
berger-Tchacos. She in turn sold 
it in 2001 to the Maecenas Foun
dation for Ancient Art, which 
sought to restore, preserve, and 
.publish the ancient document. 
The Maecenas Foundation 
worked with the National Geo
graphic Society to this end. 

The document was in poor 
condition by the time experts 
gained possession of it, and the 
last five years 
h ave been 

~ spent restor
ing and trans
lating it. 
Scholars have 
dated the Cop
t.ic version of 
the document 
from the third GUTHRIE 
to fourth centu-
ry A.D. and some question the 
exact relationship between it 
and an earlier Greek version 
mentioned by Irenaeus in the 
second century. . 

Guthrie said t he key t'o 
understanding the Gospel of 
Judas is to know about Gnosti
cism, an ancient belief system 
that the early church identified 
as a heresy. 

''New Testament scholars 
question whether or not this 
was a full-blown religious sys
tem in the first · century," 
Guthrie said. "Regardless, it was 
a philosophical system that at 
some point begins to be melded 
with Christianity,. probably in 
the second century A.D." 

Gnosticism held to the belief 
that salvation comes through 
"gnosis," the Greek word for 
"knowledge," Guthrie said. "It's 
about becoming an insider on 

·-A~ BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1·800-251-0679 

www.fiberglasschurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 

Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Spring Special 
2 night weekend, $160.00; 4 week

nights, $250.00 Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 5-25 

(205) 556·0368 or (205) 554-1524 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11 .08 $13.39 
35 $11.35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, :Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-800-583..0970, 9-9 Mon . ..sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ lite 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
illustrated above. Please caJ1 for other 
ages and Female rates. 

the secrets of the universe." 
Gnosticism pitted the true 

God against an evil God, who in 
some forms of Gnostic teaching 
is associated with Jehovah of 

the·Gospel of Judas. 
For example, at one point in 

the document, Jesus tells Judas 
Iscariot, "Come, that I may 
teach you about secrets no per-

tics - a group of people who 
were desperate to undermine the 
doctrine of the bodily resurrec
tion of Jesus," Thornbury said. 

Guthrie said the document 
suggests that Judas is the . Old Testament. 

One of the bad things 
this evil God did was to 
create the world. ' The bottom line is that the modern 

~e only disciple who 
gets it. 

"The pure spiritual 
realm is where the true 
God is, but none of us 
can get to Him directly," 
Guthrie said about 
Gnostic teaching. "Part 
of the problem, accord
ing to Gnosticism, is 
that we live in a world 
that is evil. Our bodies 

world is enamored with anything 

that calls into question orthodox 

"He's the only one 
who clues in and starts 
picking up on this 
higher form of knowl
edge," Guthrie said. 
"Thus, .(esus begins 
pulling Judas aside 

Christianity whether it is historical

ly credible or not. - George · and saying, 'Since you 
obviously are superior 
spiritually, let's talk 
about these things.' " 

Guthrie 

' are evil and anything 
associated with our bodies is evil." 

Thus, marriage is seen as 
bad, and having children is bad 
to Gnostics. Guthrie said this · 
view is contrary to biblical 
teaching, as God pronounced 
His created world as good. 

Gnostics further taught that 
only "certain, spiritual people 
have a spark of divinity in 
them," Guthrie said. The prob
lem, however, is that these peo
ple are born ignorant of the way 
the universe works and of their 
celesti~ origins. 

Thus, when joined with 
Christianity, Gnostics believed 
that Jesus was a heavenly being 
who whispers secrets to people. 

"That's how they learn that 
they are really these celestial 
beings," Gu~hrie said. "It's kind 
of a secret society of spirituality." 

With this background about 
· Gnosticism, Guthrie said it's 
· easy to identify this teaching in 

. 

son has ever seen." 
Jesus also tells Judas that he 

will exceed all of the other disci
ples, "FQr you will sacrifice the 
man who clothes me." The docu
mept suggests that Judas' 
betrayal of Jesus came at the 
request of Jesus Himself. 

"In other words, this newly 
discovered 'gospel' is nothing 
more than one of many propa
ganda pieces produced by Gnos-

Guthrie encouraged 
Christians to read it for them
selves and said they 'Yould easi
ly see how foreign it is to the 
teaching of the New Testament 
and to the te·acbing and person 
of Jesus. The entire document is 
available on the National Geo
graphic web site. 

He also offered a reason as to 
why the media is making such a 
frenzy over the publication of 
the document. 

r-----------------------------------~ 
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Tennessee Baptists; 
America's #1 Church Bus Dealer 

has some deals for you! 

• 15 passenger buses (no COL required) • Rental buses 
• Over 100 new & used buses in stock • Trade:....ins welcome 
• Van replacement vehicles • 15 to 46 passenger buses 
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"The bottom line i$ that 
· modem world is c.>naruored -. 
anything that C'all" into quest 
orthodo.~ Chrishanits." Gutl 
said, ''whether it'.. historia 
credible or not." £"1 

c ~11PD~© 
MINISTRY - PASTOR 

First Baptist Church, Monte 
Tenn., is now accepting resur 
for a full-time pastor posit 
Please send resume to M 
terey First Baptist Church, 10 
Chestnut St., Monterey, 
38574. Post to the attentior 
So,.ny Gilpatrick. 

++++ 
Valley View Baptist Church 
Nashville, Tenn., Is requ&S' 
resumes at this time for a bivc 
tional pastor. Please Sl 

resumes to valleyviewbcOt 
south.net attention Diana Q 
lon, secretary of the 
Search Committee. 

•:.+++ 
Seeking pastor due to retirerr 
of former pastor after 21 year 
service. This Southern ea, 
church is located in Evanft 
Indiana with average won 
attendance of 250. Resur 
and inquiries should be sen 
Pastor Search Committe~ 
dentlal), Oakhill Baptist 
4615 Oak Hill Rd., Evansville 
47711 . Sermons on t~ 1 
resumes will be appreciated, 
fur1her information, call KatHI 
at (812) 476-3450 or fax ( 
477-8113. 

Youth minister position, 
• 

time. Energetic person to 
youth grades 6-12 in a g~ 
evangelistic Southern B 
church in Shelbyville, Tenn. 
position has a potentia 
become full-time. Please ~ 

resume to Youth Search, 
Fairfield Pike, Shelbyville, 
37160 . or e-mail to edge 
baptist@ cafes.net. 

.:. •) ~ -> 
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·~--Lt. 
18-29 Passengers 

• 

Full-time associate youth Pi 
(with additional responsibl 

+- such as education). Con 
porary/traditional worship 
West St. Louis.County, MO. ~ 
resume to Youth Search Con 
tee, Ballwin Baptist Cht 
151 01 Manchester Ad., Bal 
MO 63011-4629, e· 
youth@ ballwin baptist. com. 

Stock~ 
24326 
26010 
25191 
25371 
25463 
260590 

Buses are 
provided lor 
UteW~by 

I 

29-41 Passengers 30- 46 Passengers 

Monthly Specials 
Year 
2005 
2006 
2005 
2006 
2006 
1990 

Make 
Ford/ElDorado 
Starcraft "XL T" 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford /Supreme-Diesel 

Carnenter 
~US SALES 
~Pranlclin, TN 

Capacity 
15 
34 w/ Removable Row 
2 5 w I Rear Luggage 
26 
1 S w 1 Rear Luggage 
30 

Price 
$39,960 
$79,620 
$§7,21Q 
$49,960 
$47,930 
$9,500 

$51,210 

lDendibk UqaidJidoo 
Priea - t1tra 4130106! 

Go to: ca:rpeoterbus.com 
Then click 

'Liquidate· button 

~-----------------------------------~ 

~~~.,.. 

Thalia Lynn Baptist CJl 
seeking full-time associate 
ister for youth. Send resun 
TLBC, 912 Ashbrook Court 
ginia Beach., VA 23464 ore 
Youth@ ThaliaLynn.com 

MINISTRY- CHILDREI 
Radnor Baptist Church ac 
ing resumes for part-time 
dren's minister. Please 
resume to Steve Durham, 
Nolensville Rd., Nashville 
37211 or e-mail to ;;IIU"' 
radnorbaptistacademy.org. 
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book review 
( 

awn Fergyson 
Living~.w1tn tess 

by-Mark Tabb 
Broadman .~ Holman, 2006 

~ark Tabb's Living with less isn't a book ab~ut get
" rid of excess stuff you've accumulated - although , 
t is briefly addressed. It's more about how living 
p less helps you live a life worth living. A life that 
have meaning. A life that will have an impact on 

l 

He has planted eternity in the human heart, but 
n so, ·people cannot see the whole scope of God's 

from beginning to end" (Ecclesiastes 3:11). King 
~ t)mc:m t~lls us our hearts long for the eternal. Yet we 

for happiness in the temporary things of life · on 
1 earth. 
Simplicity means coming to grips with the true 
ure of the universe. The best way to get your life 

control is to understand that your life needs a 
: ~a6..,ofvenue. You and 1 need to move to a place that 
give us what we truly want out of life .. As long a.s 
physical universe remains our point of reference, 
will never find what we are looking for." Instead, 
[leed to focus on the eternal. 
1abb concludes that the only way to make our lives 
tningful on earth is to focus on others and less on 

'abb, who has authored 10 books and is a volunteer 
fighter and fire department chaplain in Indiana, 
eves Charles Spurgeon had the best definition for 
e well spent. Spurgeon said "carve your name on 

s and not marble." 
o do t~~t takes time. And to have that time, we 
e to avoid conformjng to this materialistic, self-cen
~d world. The world that says the only people who 
:ter are those with the most 7 the most power, the 
t money, th.e most toys. 
~ his well-written and thought provoking book, 
b offers 10 suggestions for getting your life in 

;t· 
li) Live below your means, rather than beyond 

. The average American spends $1.22 for every 
earned. · 

) Buy things for their usefulness rather than their 
Look for value, not trends. 

J) Don't believe the hype. "The only way to escape 
~OJlSUtm€~r culture surrounding us is to tune out or 
off the barrage of ads coming our way." 
De-accumulate. Don't buy new things until you 

them. 
;) Spend wisely. See your money as God's posses
, not yo~s. It's harder to waste when you think 
way. 
') Leave room for extravagance. "God sometimes 
rges on us and there are times when we shoUld 
rge on others." 
) Invest your resources in people, not stuff. The 
way to have a heart for people is to invest our 
and money in them. As Jesus said, "where your 

5ures are, there will your heart be also." 
) Give to your local church. 
) Enjoy what you ha~e as a gift fro~ God. 
king at everything you have as a gift from God 
s you to a life of constantly giving thanks rather 
longing for more." 

0) Avoid becoming a legalistic jerk. Don't see your
as superior to others because you've simplified 
life and they haven't. 
hile Tabb admits this list is far from exhaustive, 
nough to keep you busy and on track. "Making my 
:mailer begins by downsizing myself, putting on 
ility, and becoming a servant .... Life isn't about 
iring more or trying to experience everything 
~t Earth has to offer. A life well spent is a life that 
1es the hearts of both God and man . . . . This is 

living with less is all about." Amen! a -
Json is correspondent for the Baptist and Reflector. 

Bible teaching 

You have a • • 
miSSIOn 

By Phil Taylor contagious in their world, not for 

Focal Passage: Acts 1:1-14 
There was an unforgettable 

scene near Jerusalem when Jesus 

· their knowledge of methodology, or 
their skill in organization, but 
because of their vital witness. 

' in His resurrected body, gave His 
followers instructions to wait until 
they were baptized with the Holy 
Spirit. When Jesus had finished 
giving them their assignment he 
was taken up and a cloud received 
him out of their· sight. Obediently 
they gathered together in an upper 
room to wait for further instruc
tions. These people lived by Jesus' 
last words. They rang loudly in 

. their ears and lay heavy on th~ir 
hearts. This assignment was never 
altered for them or their succes
sors~ It remains the basic assign
ment for His church through the 
ages. 

The assignment carries a well- · 
defined task. It was an answer to 
their question: Wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel?" 
(v. 6). The people did not have the 
right perspective for their task. 
They insisted that God was only for 
Israel and that their former behav
ior would prevaiL The answer lifted 
them to higher motives and meth
ods, for Jesus said, Ye shall be my 
witnesses. 

The assignment was a responsi
bility, not a privilege. It is never 
arbitrary, but is always by divine 
command. 

The assignment calls on the 
b~liever's experience with Christ. 
They understood that they were to 
testify about what they saw and 
heard from their own personal expe
rience. The young church became 

The nature ofthe gospel of Christ 
is universal. Israel had this all 
mixed up. They felt God was only for 
Israel. Genesis 12:3 indicated clear
ly to Abram that God expected His 
people to be a blessing to all others. 
This commission was forwarded to 
Isaac and Jacob and verified to the 
prophets of the Lord. The guilt of 
Israel was that of "hoarding their 
beliefs and their witness." 

The a·ssignment given by J esus to 
His followers indicated that the 
world with all the people in it was 
their field! Acts 1:8 outlines the 
Book of Acts. The young church 
"went to the world"; they went to 
J erusalem and Judea ~d Samaria, 
and, by the conclusion of the boo_k, · 
they were scattered to remote points 
of the known world! 

The assignment is I\Ot purely 
geographical, but practical. It is 
more than an outline of the geo
graphical progress of the gospel. No 
church can justify a limited perspec
tive that confines its task to its 
immediate members and to the peo
ple who live a few blocks from their 
church building. 

The young church accepted this 
assignment and had both· God and 
the world on her heart at the same 
time. The late Dr. W. 0. Carver, pro
fessor of missions at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, used 
to say that "a Christian is a 
redeemed personality living under 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ." 
Carver told of a Japanese evangelist 

Sundoy School Lesson 
Family Bible Series 
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who once responded, "The mission
aries did not bring Christ to us; 
Christ brought the missionaries" 
(Christian Mission and Today's 
World [Broadman Press, 1942), p. 
112). 

There is a divine promise in this
assignment: Ye shall receive power. 
Jesus' followers did r eceive the 
power. The Spirit of the Lord was 
poured out on them. It was the com
pletion of the promise of the 
Paraclete (John 16:7-15). This power 
continues to be available for the 
seeking, for the asking, and for the 
knocking. To pray for the power of 
theSpirit and not be ready to do his 
biddiiig is a mockery of both our 
faith and our prayer. These 
Christians were ready when the 
power came! 

The power for the assignment is 
dunamis power, enabling power. It is 
a power from above, a power of 
inward strength , and a power of 
divine presence. 

Jesus really meant it when He· 
said, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the earth. The people of 
the Old Testament called this power 
of Spirit, Ruah (the wind). Jesus told 
Nicodemus that you cannot tell from 
which direction it is coming nor 
where it is going, but you can always 
know its presence! 0 - Taylor is 
director ·of missions for Bradley 
County Baptist Association, head
quartered in Cleveland. 

-Take comfort • God's strength 
By Marvin Nail 

Focal Passage: Isaiah 40:1-8, 10-
11, 27-31 

· With this chapter of Isaiah the 
message of the prophet makes a 
dramatic shift. The change is so 
drastic that many Bible scholars 
have concluded that it was not 
Isaiah but one of his students who 
wrote it many years later. But if we 
are going to believe that God guid
ed the writers of Scripture, it mat
ters much less who penned the 
words. 

This passage and those that fol
low it reflect a picture of the people 
of Judah in captivity in Babylon. 
They had always believed that they 
were tied to "the Promised Land," 
a11-d the image depicts a people who 
had lost their land and perhaps 
their God as well. But even there, 
God would ·not be fi.nisb:ed with 
them. He would not give up on the 
children of Abraham after all this . . 

No longer will the primary mes
sage of God's prophet be judgment. 
Instead, He will bring words of 
hope from God. 
God is our encourager (vv. 1-5) 

Judgment from God had come 
to Judah and all the chapters lead
ing up to this one have detailed 
how well-deserved it was. The 
message of the prophet comes to 
the people to announce that their 
captivity has ended and they have 
been forgiven for their past sins. 
Their release from Babylon would 
have been nothing without the 

release from their sins. 
' . 

The Jews are not to be released 
and left on their own. In very lofty 
terms the prophet pictures the 
glory of God coming to them to lead 
them back home. We can be remind
ed by th;is that God always comes 
for us when we are willing to turn 
to Him. 

God's promises are sure 
(Vv. 6-8) 

Everything in which they had 
put their trust had failed them. 
Wealth, mil~tary strength, and 
human alliances all let them down. 
During the years of their captivity 
they might have come to think that 
even God had abandoned them. Yet 
they are reminded by the prophet 
that God's promises are secure 
though all the rest of life should 

• • pass away. 
God had planted His people in 

Canaan and given tl:em His word 
that He would be their God forever. 
But the tree that He planted 
became diseased with the sins of 
the heathen nations around them 
and even in their midst. To make 
them spiritually healthy again 
some pruning had to take place. 
The years of their captivity accom
plished that. 

This should remind us that the 
purpose of God's judgment is 
always to restore and not to 
destroy. Only when restoration is 
refused do£:s destruction take place. 
God is our strength (vv. 10-11) 

A person of superior strength 
does not need to continually 
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demonstrate that strength to be 
believed. A champion boxer does 
not need to pick a fight with any
one. He only needs to respond when 
he is challenged. At other times he 
can be quiet and gentle. 

God is not required to continual
ly flex His muscles to prove He is 
God and the protector of His people. 
With His power He sustains His 
children and His presence is their 
protection. In all our situations·, He 
is more than adequate for His peo
ple. 
God sees and knows (vv. 27-31) 

In their most difficult times, and 
in ours, we often find ourselves 
wondering if God is aware of our 
troubles. We are convinced that, if 
He knew, He would never have 
allowed the problem to come upon 
us in the first place. 

The glorious truth is that God 
not only knows about our circum
stances, but He is already fully 
involved in bringing about the good 
we need. This truth can lift up 
those who have been overwhelmed 
with life and can give them the 
energy to carry on with more 
strength than before. :l - Nail is a 
former pastor and current member of 
First Baptist Church, Nashville. He is 
an employee of UfeWay Christian 
Resources. 
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Churches 
+ Trinity Baptist 

Church, Jonesborough, will 
hos t the seminar, "The 
Spiritual Growth of a Ch~ld," 
Saturday, May 20, from 9-11 
a .m. Topics include "Children's 
Greatest Spiritual Influ
encers," uSpiritual Growth," 
and usteps Parents Can Take 
to Be Involved in Their Child's 
Spiritual Growth." For infor
mation, call Angela Scalf at 
the church at (423) 753-4394. 

+ Colonial View Baptist 
Church, Cookeville, will 
hold r evival April 23-26 at 7 
p.m. Wayne Squyres, pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Merry
ville, La. , will speak. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Bruceton, will hold a spring 
revival, Sunday - Wednesday, 
April 30 - May 3, with Phil 
Glisson, an evangelist from 
Memphis, as speaker. 

+ Saulsbury _ Baptist 
Church, Saulsbury, will hold 

or go to www.edgefieldbap
tist.org. 

+ Concord-Grandview 
Baptist Church, Brent
wood, will present an "open 
mic" night Saturday, April 29, 
at Holy Grounds Coffee House 
at 7 p.m. at the church. 
Participants ar e asked to 
bring the tunes, and the 
church will bring the- coffee 
and desserts. The fundraiser 
event i s for transportation 
costs for a 12-member church 
mission team. The team plans 
to serve July 15-22 in Cuba, 
N.M., where it will work with 
Cuba Baptist Church. 

+ Harmony Baptist 
Church; Whiteville, will 
hold revival May 7-12. Danny 
Sinquefield, pastor, Faith 
Baptist Church, Bartlett, will 
speak and Terry Easley, music 
minister at Faith Church, will 
lead the music. 

Leaders 
a Bible conference, Sunday - + Miller's Grove Mission-
Friday, April 30 -May 5, with - ary Baptist Church W~lland 
P~ul.Washer of ~he Heart Cry recently honored Edn~ 
MISSionary Soctety as guest McNeilly: a member of the 
speaker. For information, con- ' 
tact pastor Jim Madden at 
(731) 764-2213. 

+ Edgefield Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will 
begin a year of celebration, 
Sunday, April 30, with a 
Heritage Day Service at 10 
a.m. The church is ce~ebrating 
its 140th anniv~rsary until 
April 2007 and the lOOth 
anniversary of the building in 
2007. For information, contact 
the church at (615) 255-0468 

MCNEILLY 

church 
almost 

for 
77 

years, with a 
special recog

·nition day 
recently. She 
was present
ed a plaque. 
She served 
as the 

Sunday School secretary for 
many years and was one of the 
charter members of the "Keen
agers" group. A devoted and 

faithful member of the church, 
she attended regularly until 
her heath began failing. She 
has r emained faithful with her 
tithes and offerings to the 
church even though she is now 
homebound. 

+ Ward's Grove Baptist 
Church, Milton, has called 
Mark Wade as pastor effec
tive Sunday, May 14. A gradu
ate of Clear Creek Baptist 
Bible College in Pineville, Ky. , 
he previously served a church 
in Falmount, Ky. , as pastor. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Blountville, recently honored 
its past~r Clay Austin for 20 
years of service with a plaque, 
a fellowship luncheon, and 
otber gifts. Austin also serves 
as president of the Executive 
Board of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. 

+ Unaka Avenue Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, has 
called Mary Alexander as 
children's director. A graduate 
of East Tennessee State 
University, Johnson City, she 
has served with the Johnson 
City Baptist Center as a sum
mer nnsswnary. 

+ Oak Grove Baptist 
Church, Gray, has called 
David Davis as youth direc
tor. He previously served as 
youth director of Cedar Creek 
Baptist Chvrch, Russellville, 
and works for Nuclear Fuel 
Services. 

+ David Guinn has 
resigned ·as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Fall Br.anch. 

. + Brian Blaylock was 
recently licensed into the min-

TenneScene 

CHILDR~N AND YOUTH participating in the Dyer Baptl 
Association Bible Drill on April 9 were, children, IN PHOl 
ABOVE, from left, front row, Alison Griggs, Gassy Kissel, Coo 
Smith, Katherine Keller, Emily McKee, and Catherine Guthrie; ba 
row, Clark Harrington, Sam Webb, Dylan Klutts, Ben MeltQ 
Matthew Smith, and Andy Shaw. Youth participating, IN PHOl 
BELOW, were, Lindsey Hutchison, left, and Grant Smith of Zi( 

Hill Baptist Church. 

istry by Sunrise 
Church, Bristol. 

Baptist 

+ Samburg Baptist Church; 
Samburg, has called Robert 
''Butch" Latta as pastor. He 
will be ordained soon. 

+ Indian Springs Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, recently 
called Jeralyn Colli_ns as 

minister of children. A ~ 
ate of the University of W~ 
Florida, Pensacola, Flo •he 
also a graduate of N 
Orl~ns (La.) Bapt 
Theological Seminary. 
previously served for ei 
years as a children's mi · 
in Hattiesburg, Miss. She 
married to the new pastor 
Indian Springs Church, 

Central Association responds to tornado victims 
Collins. 

+ Fairview Baptist L.IHIL£& 

Paris, called Jonathan ~IDJ 
as pastor, effective March 

By Marcia Knox 
Baptist and Reflector 

MCMINNVILLE - Cen
tral Baptist Association 
director of missions, Roger 
Stacy, will be ready for the 
next round of tornados, 
because he met April 12 with 
Warren County Emergency 
Management officials and the 
County executive to plan for 
them. 

In Warren County where 

three people died April 7 from 
injuries received in two Fl tor
nados, Stacy said he and two 
local disaster relief chaplains 
worked the next day in the 
Green Hills community. They 
conducted assessments, talked 
to residents, and did crisis 
intervention where one of the 
deaths occw·red. 

Central Association disas
ter relief chaplains also 
responded the night of April 7 
to the local hospital at the 

request of the Warren County 
Sheriff's Department to minis

STACY 

ter to fami
lies who lost 
loved ones. 

" T ' h e · 
meeting with 
the county 
representa
tives was 
good," said 
Stacy. 

"County officials now know 
who Tennessee Baptist 

Disaster Relief is, and they 
appreciated what we did for 
the local residents." 

During · the meeting, Stacy 
and the County officials dis
cussed how Disaster Relief 
chaplains and volunteer teams 
.can be utilized in future 
responses. 

According to Stacy, ~o peo
ple lost their lives in one of the 
71 homes which were either 
destroyed or damaged in the 
area. 0 

FAMILY MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS help clean up and sort the remnants of this home in Warren County where two people lost 
their lives. - Photo by Roger Stacy 

Associati 
+ Gibson Baptist 

ciation, Trenton, held 
Countywide Crossover 
Walk April 8. -

Schools 
+Union 

Spring Graduation, set 
Saturday, May 20, at 6 p.m. 
the Great Lawn, will featJ 
Paul R. Corts, the newly ~ 
ed president of the Council 
Christian Colleges t 
Universities, as its speal 
Currently serving as 
Department of Justice 
tant attorney general 
administration, Corts 
take over as CCCU .... ,.~ ... 
in June. Corts also .,.,....,., .. 
president of Palm 
Atlantic University, West 
Beach, Fla., for 12 
as president of 
University, Wingate, N.C. 


