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C a lid Belmont . -- . questions and answers 
,,.. .... " .. Note: A special called meet

Tennessee Baptist Convention 
held May 9 at Two Rivers Baptist · 
in Nashville to deal primarily with 

nvention's relationship with Bel
niversity. As of yet, no specific rec: 
dations have been made by the 

nt Study Committee. Discussions 
:.presentatives from both Belmont 

e TBC are ongoing. Belmont 
y listed several questions on its 
e to inform its constituency about 
tter. We provided the questions to 

Executive Board's Belmont 
Committee and asked for their 

-
Study Committee are used ver-

•lnAiow. Belmolilt Universi!Y's news 
,lol'mation officer, Greg Pillon, was 

abotrt our plans to use the· ques-
ong with a response from the Bel

Committee. Read the ques
answers and pray for the 

ing meeting. Also, do not forget the 
t Call to Prayer on May 8 from 7-9 
1 ?"wo Rivers Baptist Church. - Lon
ftey 

• 

Did Belmont's trustees have 
oeal authority to amend Bel
~ chartf!r to chan6'e the 

~tn<l~nt: Yes. Under state non prof
charter, and the Con-

vention's own bylaw·s, the trustees of 
Belmont University are the final gov
erning authority over Belmont Univer
sity in all matters. From 1951 to 197 4, 
the Convention had the right to · 
approve amendments to Belmont'.s 
charter affecting trustee election. In 
197 4, this pro~sion was deleted from 
Belmont's charter with the consent· of 
the Convention. 

. 
_TBC: The question should be "did 

Belmont's Trustees have the authority 
to unilaterally amend its Charter with
out" Convention approval?" Gover
nance over the operations of Belmont 
is vested in its Board of Trustees as is 
the case in all nonprofit corporations 
under applicable Tennessee law. 
Amending a Charter, ·however, does not 
automatically fall within the scope of 
that authority. Under Tennessee law, 
the issue depends upon whether or 
not the nonprofit corporation has 
members. If a nonprofit has mem
bers, then in this instance the mem
hers would have to approve the action 
taken. Belmont declares itself to not 
have members. Tennessee law, how
ever, defines a "Member" as· a person , 
entity, or organization that partici-, 
pates in the election of Board mem-
bers on one or more occasions in the 
past. Based upon this definition and 
the fact that the Convention has 
elected every Trustee of Belmont · 
since 1951, the Convention is a "mem--

~tist apologist considers 
ths of The Da Vinci Code 
hie Davis Bushey 
and Reflector 

.INGFIELD Mike 
believes Baptists are 

~ a mistake by not 
1g the moVie, "The Da 
Code." which will be 
d May 19, or reading the 
~~e Da Vinci Code. 
lot being engaged with 
an-al phenomenon of The 
:i Code. they are missing 

the North American Mission 
Board, Alpharetta, Ga. He 
spoke to about 50 pastors,_ 
church leaders, and state con
vention leaders gathered April 
25 at Springfield Baptist 
Church here. The conference, 
"Response to The Da Vinci 
Code," was provided by Robert
son County Baptist Association, 
Springfield, and the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Evange
lism Team. 

her" of Belmont University. Accord
ingly, Belmont's Board of Trustees did 
not have the unilateral authority to 
amen.d its Charter without Conven
tion. approval. 

2)- Can the Convention remove 
Belmont's trustees from office? 

Belmont: No. State law vests in 
• Belmont's board of trustees the sole 

authority to remove its . members. Bel
mont,charter provisions in effect prior 
to November 2005 provided for 
removal only upon approval of the uni- . 
versity's board of trustees followed by 
confirmation by th e Convention. 

TBC: Yes. Under applicable provi~ 

sions of the Tepnessee Nonprofit Cor
poration Aet, the members have the 
right and authority to remove from 
office the directors or trustees of the· 
corporation. Also, pursuant to Conven
tion governing documents which Bel
mont has recognized since 1951, the 
Convention, after study, r eport, and 
recommendation by Executive Board, 
has the authority to declare a trustee 
position vacai;t_t. 

3) What consequence is the 1951 
document to the current and future 
relationship between the Conven
tion .and Belmont? 

Belmont: The 1951 document is a 
historical artifact the terms of which, 

to the extent they can be discerned, 
have been negated by the actions of 
t he parties. The TBC Annuals reflect 
no action or reliance on the document 
by the Executive Board or the Conven
tion. If it represented a contingent lia
bility, this liability would have been 
reflected in the audited financial 
statements of the Convention and Bel
mont. There is no reference to such lia
bility in.any of Belmont's audits which 
have al~ays been performed by audi
tors selected and paid by the Conven
tion. 

TBC: The Convention publish ed in 
the Baptist & Reflector the 1951 agree
ment in its entirety. Each r eader can 
draw his/her own conclusions about 
the clarity and import of the agree
ment as _written and as signed by Bel
mont. The· 1951 agreement is not a 
''historical artifact". The import of the 
document has not been "negated". The 
Convention has been faithful to its 
commitments to Belmont since 1951. 
The agreement speaks of the conse
quences should the election oftrustees 
be lost to the Convention. 

4} When did Belmont learn of the 
existence ofthe 1951 document? 

Belmont: On the evening ofThurs
day, November 10, 2005 the Conven
tion's attorney alerted Belmont's coun
- See TBC and, page 4 

opportunity to witness 
nany folks interested in 
>k and movie, he said. 
~y are confirming stereo
>f Baptists as narrow
and uninformed. 

'! than 40 mil1ion copies 
ook have been sold: said 

director of apologetics 
terfaith evangelism of 

"A lot of people are reading 
and believing it," he said. A 
recent George Barna poll 
reported that about 52 percent 
of Americans who had read the 
book said it had provided some 
"wonderful spiritual insights" 
for them. 

Christians should know The 
- See Baptist, page 3 

ELECTED 2006-07 OFFICERS of the Tennessee Baptist Convention Secretaries Association 
April 24-26 at its annual meeting were, from left, front row, Janice Nanney. Memphis, president; 
Pam Hazlegrove, Bolivar, West Tennessee representative; Liane Keaton, Dickson, vice president; 
back row, Lynn Roach, Morristown, East Tennessee representative; Linda Smith, Shelbyville, 
treasurer; and Dawn Frazie" Culleoka, Middle Tennessee representative. The group met at the 
TBC Baptist Center in Brentwood. 
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White House rep 
praises SBC 
disaster relief 
Baptist Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas - The 
White House director of Faith
Based Initiatives told Southern 
Baptist volunteers, "No longer 
are you considered a group of 
last-r esort, but a group of first 
resort. The government doesn't 
take for granted your contribu
tions, but seeks to take advan
tage of them." 

Jim Towey spoke to Southern 
Baptist disaster relief leaders at 
their Disaster Relief Roundtable 
April25-27 at Fielder Road Bap
tist Church here. 

Expressing the gratitude of 
President George W. Bush for 
Southern Baptists' response to 
last s ummer's hurricanes, 
Towey said, "The president 
knows the efforts taken during 
the disaster relief phase were 
extraordinary in scope and com
passion because government 
can't love the way yotir people 
did." 

The 26 hurricanes and tropi
cal storms recorded in the Unit
ed States during 2005 broke the 
record set one year earlier when 
11 storms were reported. FEMA 
issued 48 emergency declara
tions for shelter operations, 
evacuating 1.4 million people. 
An unprecedented number of 
1,355 shelters across 48 states 
housed evacuees. 

0 I s 

TBC called meeting - last minute remi 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - As the 
special called meeting of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
approaches, details have been 
released through the TBC 
executive leadership office. 

The meeting will be held 
May 9 at Two Rivers Baptist 
Church, Nashville. 

During the 2005 hurricane 
season, 500- Southern Baptist 
disaster relief units represent
ing 41 state conventions, 
including Tennessee, operat
ed for 184 days, utilizing 21,000 
volunteers whose time amount
ed to 165,748 volunteer days. 
That accounted for more than 
14.5 million of the 17,124,738 
meals prepared by Southern 
Baptist crews all year. · 

In the aftermath of the hurri
canes, disaster relief volunteers 
purified 21,595 gallons of water 
- nearly a third of the 68,846 
gallons offered in 2005; facilitat
ed 103,556 of the 155,967 show
ers made available;· completed 
25,826 of the 28,253 loads of 
laundry; relayed 3,107 ham 
radio messages; and cared for 
7,817 children of displaced fam
ilies. 

Activity throughout the year 
expanded to a total of 166 
responses to disasters and 
included the removal of 13,986 

Every individual entering 
the worship center at Two 
Rivers will need to register 
either as a messenger, visitor, 
or media representative. 

Cbildcare will be provided 
30 miputes prior to each ses
sion, during sessions, and 30 
minutes following each ses-

. sion for the special called con
vention. Care will be offered to 

cubic yards of debris and the 
repair of 7,246 buildings - far 
more than the 2,683 reported for 
2004~ which was double the 
prior year's number. NAMB 
reported 187 new units placed 
-into service last year, including 
those focused on chain saw 
recovery, mud-out and rebuild
ing equipment, kitchens, com
mand and communication lines, 
as well as childcare, shower, 
laundry, and water purification 
facilities. 0 

Homosexual group 
sues Ky. governor 
Baptist Press 

FRANKFORT, Ky. -A homo
sexual :rights group is suing the 
governor of Kentucky in order to 
prevent the state from giving 
$11 million to the Baptist-affili
ated University of the Cumber
lands after the school expelled a 
student who touted his homo-

children from birth to 5 • 
• 

old. Volunteers will be on 
in the welcome center 8J 

the mmn lobby to direct 
ents to the childcare aret 

A convention office 
been set up at Two Rivt 
Room 130. The phone nu 
is (615) 476-0884. Eme11 
calls may be directed t< 
number. O 

sexuality on MySpace.• 
social networking web sit 

The governor, in turn 
a judge to determine the 
tutionality of using ta 
money for private institu 

Christina Gilgor, ex 
director of the Kentucky F 
Alliance, said the governo 
to give $10 million to helJ 
lish a pharmacy scbo 
another $1 million in 1 

ships for future pharma 
dents is an "unconstit 
appropriation and use oj 
funds" for (Ia sectaria 
denominational school th£ 
Kentucky citizens une 
according to the Lexingti 
ald-Leader newspaper. 

Kentucky Gov. Ernie I 
meanwhile, said he plaru 
the grant - rather than 
- until questions about 
stitutionality are detem 
court. He acknowledged 

· "mixed feelings" about 
private institutions. CJ 

Tennesseans obtain vision of ~inistry i~_Puerto Ri 
By Laura Erlanson 
Baptist Pres~ 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
Most planes, when landing at 
the international airport here, 
fly over the Moscoso Bridge. 

Newcomers to Puerto Rico 
looking out their plane window 
are struck by the many flags 
planted on the bridge at even 
intervals - two U.S. flags oppo
site each other, then two Puerto 
Rican flags, then two U.S. flags 
and so -on - alternating for the 
entire span of the bridge. 

It is a poignant picture of the 
island itself - at once both 
decidedly American (think shop
ping malls; fast food, and high
ways) and thoroughly Carib
bean, with a - mix of Spanish, 
African, and island influences 
(think black beans, brightly 
p~ted houses, and palm trees). 

It is in this interesting place 
~hat Baptist leaders are begin
ning an ambitious church plant
ing operation - 50 in the next 
10 years is the goal. 

That would double the num
ber, of churches in the two-year
old Conveneion Iglesias Bautis
tas· del Sur de Puerto Rico 
(Convention of Southern Baptist 
Churches of Puerto Rico), which 
also covers t he' U.S. Virgin 
Islands. 

In an effort to help the Puer
to Rican leaders reach this goal, 

. the SBC North American Mis
sion Board hosted a Vision Tour 
to San Juan in the fall of 2004. 

A Vision Tour is a way for the 
leadership from- a newer or 
smaller Baptist convention to 
show outsiders the lostness of 
their area. 

"The whole thesis [for the 
Vision Tours] is to -get some of 
our key leaders, let them see, 
feel, to~ch the needs firsthand," 
said Richard Harris NAMB vice 
president for church planting. 

David Thompson, NAMB 
trustee and pastor of North 
Pointe Community Church near 
Nashville, was NAMB's initial 
contact when trying to put the 
tour together. Thompson , 
approached pastors in his area 
who h e thought would be inter
ested in partnering to help plant 
churches. He and the other team 
members were 
encouraged • by the 
Baptist leaders in 
Puerto Rico. 

"[We were] very 
impressed with their 
education, their abili
ties, their passion, 
and their desire to 
reach their cities for 
Christ," Thompson 
said. "They were 
extremely open and 
receptive to our being 
there to partner with 
them." 

said. "The window for the gospef 
was open. People are receptive." 

Harris said the spark NAMB 
hoped for was ignited during the 
tour. Thompson and other pas
tors ·began to envision ways 
their churches and other 
churches in the Nashville Bap
tist Asso~iation could help. 

Kevin Shrum, pastor of Ingle
wood Baptist Church, Nashville, 
was on the tour. "We met some 
awesome people with incredible 
vision," Shrum saicl. "We looked 
at five different locations in San 
Juan where they were thinking 
about starting churches." Shrum 
said the Vision Tour team iznme
diately started laying the foun
dation for a second trip. 

Shrum already has ideas for 

his church. "I see us pw 
with a church and a 
area of the island. I don 
we're capable of reach 

• whole island, but I see 
necting with a chur< 
would impact an are 
region of the island." 

Thompson has a 
. . 

VISIOn. 

"Our church is inter 
participating - as wel 
ing to encourage other 
in the Nashville area ~ 
board and participate. ' 
to not only lead the way 
others wit h us an< 
through the local assoc1 
create at least a five-ye 
nership wit}). Puerto Ric 
tists." 0 · 

Thompson said he 
was keenly aware of 
the need there. 

"It's a place of 
tremendous need and 
great opportunity," he 

BAPTIST LEADERS from Tennessee and Puerto Rico pray for Jorge 
center, pastor of the Baptist Church of Arecibo. He had just shown slk 
ministry to Arecibo's street people to the group. His church is one of thS 
Baptist churches in the northern part of Puerto Rico. 
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ptist apologist considers myths of The-
cintintleO from page 1 : believe the divinity of Jesus "¥"7,..._ ___ ......... .:._ __ ---r-:--------- ----------, 

Da Vinci ••• 
Mnc' Code '"calls into ques- . evolves in the New Testament, 

Christianity" and •the said Licona. This is based upon 
:at1,ons for our faith." the fact that the earliest QQspel 

discussing the boor-and writer, Mark, refers to Jesus as -
with folks, Christians can the Son of Man. Then Matthew 

to non-believers refers to Jesus as the Messiah, 
truth matters to us," added Luke as . the Son of God, and 

"even if they want to John as God. 
it in your face." Yet, Paul is believed to be the 

hristians "need to know our earliest writer of the New Testa
. now. We have ~tten lazy ment and he debunks this evolu-
the years," Licona pointed tion theory, said Licona. He 
Bec~use of that, some have referred t<?_ Philippines 2:6-11. 
.~.ut'u faith rocked. Licona also referred to the 
sugg~sted Baptists watch trial of Jesus. When asked 

""""""" rather than read the whether He was the Messiah, 
which takes less time. But J:esus said yes ~d added that 

its release, they should He also was the Son of Man and 
a. the major myths presented was div.ine. 
etail in the book, The Da Jesus wasn't often called God 
I Code, and the truth. because He and His disciples "had 
t\A/Jua, a graduate of Liberty to be very careful so He could con
·ersity, Lynchburg, Va., dis- tinue" iri the political climate at 
~d five major myths present- that time, explained Licona. 

ed in the book He also mentioned the myth 
by author D.an of The l)a Vrinci Code that God 
Brown. Then was feminine and later changed 
he countered to a masculine God. This was not 
with a fact an issue·ofthe Council ofNicaea, 
check. he said. And people shouldn't 

Myth 1 put any stock in the Lord's Sup-
Myth 1 of per painting of Leonardo da 

the book and Vinci which The Da Vinci Code 
movie is that 
Jesus was 

,...,.,tt to Mary Magdalene and 
oover~.d up. 

refers to writings 
Gnostic QQspels as the 

ftext for this theory. But the 
o{ man-y of these manu
have holes and thus 

missing. One proof text 
"And the companion of the 

Magdalene .... her more 
.. the disciples ... kiss her 
her .... "Brown fills in the 

with his own id~as to 
gate t!te myth of Jesus' 

iage to Mary Magdalene, 
Licona. The other problem 
the text is that the writin~ 

a century or longer 
Gospels in tl5.e New 

it be 
,v.._,.,u here?" 

Myth2 
rth 2 is that the doctrine 
, resus is the Son of QQd was 

and approved by the 
cil of Nicaea in AD 325. 
r years skeptical New Tes
a.t scholars have debated 
Christians first thought of 
as divine, said Licona. 

.e Council of Nicaea was 
:d in response to an Egypt
·ishop in the 4th Century 
believed and taught that 

was created by God and 
not eternally divine. 
shops voted once on his 
»>int and unanimously dis
d in AD 318. But the bish
ho was deposed, continued 
1ch the notion. The Council 
caea met to deal with the 
' again in AD 325. They 

290-24 against the belief 
they were threatened by 

ead of the council and the 
vote was 316-2. 
n~ority of biblical scholars 

says portray~ a woman. 
Licona said it was usl:lal to 

paint the youngest disciple in a 
feminine way. He also said that 
da Vinci lived too late to have 
any good knowledge about Bible 
times and was only a painter. 

The New Testament only 
refers to a masculine God. A fem
inine God ~as introduced by the 
Gnostics' in the 2nd Century, 
said Licona. 

Myth3 
Myth 3 is that Christianity is 

not unique but that it borrowed 
its major doctrines from pagan 
religions. For instance, other. 
gods have died and risen and 
Sunday was originally a day of 
worship for pagans. 

Licona said it ·is true that 
accounts exist of gods who died 
and lived again, but not in the 
physical way that Jesus did. And 
none of these accounts pre-date 
the resurrection of Jesus so 
who's copying whom? he asked. 

One accoun~ is of the god 
Baal, the storm god, who was 
linked to rain. He was enticed to 
come to the underworld where 
he was swallowed up by another 
god. He is never seen again but 
his mother asks for him to be 
released. Then it starts to rain 
again and it is said he was re
born. 

Another god wa~ cut up and 
the parts of his body scattered. 
They were gathered and he was 
put back together and lived, but 
he lived in another, darker world 
after that. 

It is true that pagans wor
shiped a sun god on Sunday. But 
Christians changed the day of 
worship from the Sabbath on 
Saturday to Sunday because of. 
the resurrection of Jesus, noted 
Licona. 

Sunday was the day of wor
ship for early Christians as -
reported by Pliny, a Roma.q offi-

• 

• 

VISITING AFTER THE conference, "Response to The Da Vinci Code" are, from left, Joey Rodgers, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, White House; John Langlois, Greenbrier; David Leavell, pastor, Spring
field Baptist Church, Springfield,; Mike Licona, conference leader from the North American ·Mission 
Board; and Brad Shockley, pastor, Cedar Hill Baptist Church, Cedar Hill. 

cial, said Licona. In the early 
2nd Century he wrote that 
Christians worshiped on the 
first day of the week. 

for the purity of the text," said 
Licona. 

New Testament worked from AD 
140-AD 1546. They all .accepted 
the four New Testament Gospels 
as true Gospels and all accepted 
Paul's letters as authoritative, 
said Licona. Certainly the list of 
the 27 books which were accept
ed as the New Testament 
weren't chosen because Chris-

Myth4 
Myth 4 is that the Bible has 

evolved through countless trans
lations,. additions, and revisions. 

For more information on this 
area of study, he suggested the 
forthcoming book, R einventing 
Jesus, published by Kregel. 

Myth5 

Instead., a fact check shows 
that 5,745 Greek manuscripts of 
parts of the New Testament 
exist. Nine of those were written 
in the 2nd Century and all of 
them within 150 years of the life 
of Jesus. 

Myth 5 is that the'Bible as we 
know it today was collated by 
the Roman emperor Constantine 
and that much of 80 gospels 
which referred to Jesus as man 
were destroyed. 

. tians "preferred one over the 
other," he noted. 

Finally 
Bart Ehrman, atheist and 

New Testament critic, said in his -
book, Truth arid Fiction. in The 
Da Vinci Code, Brown is "a nov
elist, not a scholar of history. . .. 
Even though he claims that his 
descriptions of documents ... are 
accurate, in fact that are not." 

There are also more than 
10,,000 manuscripts in other lan
guages and more than a million 
quotations of the New Testa
ment written within 1,400 years 
of the life of Jesus by church 
fathers. 

The writings of Thucydides 
and Herodotus, who are regard
ed as our greatest ancient histo
rians, are preserved in only eight 
manuscripts, the earliest of 
which is more than 1,300 years 
removed from the original, 
added Licona. 

A fact check shows that 20 
other gospels exist besides those 
in t)fe Bible, but the four in the 
Bible were written in the 1st 
Century. The rest were writte~ 
later and wer~ not considered 
authoritative. First Paul and 
then Peter referred to portions of 
the New Testament as Scriptur~. 
Then the apostOlic fathers from 
AD 70-150 began· referring to 
books which are now in the New 
Testament as Scripture. 

Licona said what Dan Brown 
does in his book is "promote con
spiracy theory" rather than 
"responsible r esearch. As a his
torical account of Jesus and the 
early church it is unsalvagable." 

"Even heret:lcs accepted the 
four New Testament Gospels as 
Scripture," said Licona. 

He encouraged folks to use 
"Discussing The Da Vinci Code," 
a DVD ROM by Lee Strobel and 
Garry Poole to help in discussion 
groups of the movie/book. 0 "There's a wealth of evidence 

Early compilers of lists of the 
canon or what was to become .the 

B&H releases book on l'lte Da Vinci Code 
. . 

By Rob Phillips, LifeWay Christian Resources 

NASHVILLE - It's only fiction. 
That's the final line of defense when Dan 

Brown, author of runaway bestseller The Da 
Vinci Code, is confronted about shoddy research 
or challenged about his Gnostic beliefs, according 
to Kenneth Boa and John Alan Turner, who have 
authored a new book to set the record straight 
about Brown's postmodern worldview. 

Broadman & Holman on May 1 will release The 
Gospel According to the Da Vinci Code: The Truth 
Behind the Writings of Dan Brown. B&H is the 
publishing arm of Life Way Christian Resources. 

The book refutes the worldview behind The 
Da Vinci Code, the best-selling hardcover adult 
novel of all time and soon to be major motion pic
ture. In addition, Boa and Turner look at Dan 
Brown's other books, most notably Angels and 
Demons, to form a clearer picture of the spiritual 
relativism that guides his writing. 

According to the B&H authors, Brown pro
motes a postmodern worldview akin to the age
old heresy of Gnosticism, which became the 
greatest doctrinal challenge to the church in the 
second century. While taking on many complex 
forms, Gnosticism is basically a philosophical 
approach to the gospel that promotes secret 
"knowledge" (gnosis in the Greek), resulting in a 
denial of both the full deity and humanity of 
Christ, among other false teachings. Paul, John, 
Peter, and Jude all addressed the germ of Gnosti
cism in their New Testament writings. 

· And therein lies the rub, according to Boa and 
Turner. Dan Brown claims, on the first page of 
TheDa Vinci Code, that "all descriptions of art
work, architecture, documents, and secret rituals 
in this novel are accurate." In other words, he 
insists that he has built a work of fiction on solid 
church history. But in fact, his scholarship is slip
shod and his sources have long been proven spu
rious, charge Boa and Turner. Still, because the 
church today lacks _doctrinal depth and often 
ignores its historical roots, many Christians have 
gullibly swallowed Brown's alternative gospel. · 

Also all of the book's "secrets" are in fact 
unbiblical falsehoods. "Saying that Dan Brown's 
book is about Christianity is like saying 'Finding 
Nemo' is about marine biology," write Boa and 
Turner. "We have just as much evidence to sug
gest that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene 
as we have that clown fish talk." 

Boa and Turner warn that The Da Vinci Code 
may do for orthodox Christianity what the movie 
"'nherit the Wind" did for the debate over r eligion 
and education- replace fact with fantasy. "Inher
it the Wind" was a fictional account of the famous 
Scopes Monkey Trial and inaccurately cast evolu
tionists as reasonable men and women of science, 
while creationists were depicted as bumbling sim
pletons. Monkey Business: The ~ Srory of the 
Scopes Trial, released last year by B&H, sets the 
record straight on that historic event. 

"Ideas have consequences," said Boa and 
Turner. And saying his book is only fiction is no 
defense. 0 

• 
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TBC and Belmont - questions and ••• 
- Continued from page 1 
sel of the .Possible existence of such a 
document. Belmont was unaware of 
the existence of the document. Belmont 
personnel located the previously 
unknown document the following day 
(Friday, November 11) with other car
bon copy onion skin papers in a storage 
safe on campus. Belmont notified the 
Convention officials that it had found a 
copy of the document the next business 
day (Monday, November 14) after Bel
mont learned that the Convention's 
search for the document had been 
unsuccessful. 

TBC: We can not speak of "when" 
Belmont's current leadership learned 
of the existence of the 1951 document. 
However, Belmont's leadership has 
stated that it located the document 
around 9:30 on the morning of Novem
ber 11, 2005. In any event, Belmont 
University, as a Tennessee nonprofit 
corporation, has known of the docu
ment since 1951. Between November 
9-11, 2005, counsel for the Convention 
made numerous attempts to contact 
counsel for Belmont about the possible 
existence of a document. The last com
munication from Convention counsel 
occurred on the morning of November 
11 and clearly stated that no document 
had been located. Counsel for the Con
vention received the following e-mail 
response message from Beh;nont's 
counsel at 11:16 on the morning of Fri
day, November 11: "Thanks for the 
heads up. Let me know if you hear 
anything else." Accordingly, Belmont's 
leadership was aware on Friday morn
ing (November 11) of the unsuccessful 
search by the Convention, but they 
chose not to advise counsel for the Con
vention that the document had been 
located, . not to provide a copy of the 
document to the Convention and not to 
bring a copy to the Annual Meeting of 
the Convention. 

5) Does the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention own Belmont Universi
ty? 

Belmont: No. The Convention does 
not now nor has it ever owned Bel
mont's campus. Any claim of any other 
kind of ownership interest was aban
doned in 1997, when the Convention 
voted to amend previous statements, 
including the statement describing its 
relationship with Belmont, to delete 
the words "owned and operated" and 
substitute in their place the word 
"affiliated." In 2000, the Convention 
amended its bylaws to specifically 
state: 

The relationship between the Con
vention and the affiliated boards and 
institutions is grounded in mutual 
trust for the purpose of common min
istry. The affiliated institutions are 
autonomous nonprofit corpora
tions, neither owned nor operated 
by the Convention. Governance of 
-

the institutions is vested in their ly approved by the Education Commit- ship ?.rith Tennessee Baptists•. 1 
respective boards of trustees or 
directors in all matters (emphasis 
added). 

TBC: Tax exempt organizations are 
not "owned". Therefore, "owned" is an 
incorrect term if w.e are speaking of the 
organization. If we are spealring of 

· assets, the Convention purchased all of 
Belmont's assets in 1951. These assets 
were subsequently transferred to the 
corporate entity - Belmont U~versitY: 
Belmont has referenced a change to 
governing documents which occurred 
in 1997 as a basis for some of its 
actions. In 1997, the phrase "owned 
and operated by" was changed to "affil
iated with" to describe the relationship 
between the Convention and its Bap
tist institutions. This amendment to 
the governing documents had nothing 
to do with a "change" in relationship. 
The Convention has never "owned and 
operated" Belmont or any of its other 
Baptist institutions. The terminology 
was modified to properly reflect the 
true nature of the legal relationship 
between the Convention and its insti
tutions. "Affiliated" is a term of m:t, not 
a general reference. Affiliated. means 
that one organization has voting 
authority as to at least 80% of the gov
erning body over another organization. 
With respect to .Belmont, the Conven
tion has voting authority over the elec
tion of 100% of Belmont's trustees. 
Accordingly and while the Convention 
does not "own" Belmont University, the 
amendment in 1997 did not alter the 
legal relationship. or affect the 1951 
document. 

6) Has Belmont severed its rela
tionship with the Convention? 

Belmont: No. At no time has · Bel
mont's board of trustees entertained a . 
motion to sever the university's rela
tionship with the Convention. 

Per a request in 2004 from a com
mittee of the Executive Board of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Bel
mont's Board of Trustees drafted a new 
covenant of affiliation between the 
Convention and the university, which 
included several important provisions: 
TBC funds contributed to Belmont 
would be used for Baptist stu~ent 
scholarships from Tennessee; Belmont 
trustees would elect their own succes
sors; and 40% of the board of Belmont 
would be made up of active members of 
churches affiliated with other Christ
ian denominations. This covenant was 
unanimously approved by Belmont's 
board, and was approved by the Educa
tion Committee of the TBC Exeeutive 
Board. It was rejected by the Executive 
Board by a vote of 44 to 29 in Septem
ber, 2005. 

Following this vote, a new Resolu
tion on Relationship was jointly draft
ed by Convention and Belmont leaders 
on October 7, 2005. It was unanimous-

tee of the Executive Board at its meet- "'new•, the old relationship must 
ing in late October and sent to the Con- Based upon Belmont's desire for 
vention messengers for action. Among pendence, the preferred method " 
the elements of this resolution are: have been for Belmont to wai 
acknowledgment by the Convention of action by the Convention on the 1 - . 
the intent of Belmont's trustees to elect ing Resolution of Relationship ~ 
their own successors; Baptists will 
comprise at least 60% of the board of 
trustees with up to 40% of the seats 
made up of active members of churches 
affiliated with other Christian denomi-
nations; acknowledgement by Belmont 
of the years of support provided to the 
university by the Convention; Belmont 
will establish an endowed scholarship 
fund for students from Tennessee Bap
tist churches at the university; estab
lishment . of three positions on Bel
mont's board for the executive 
director-treasurer of the Convention, 
the chair of the Executive Board, and 
the chair of its Education Committee; 
and implementation of joint education
al and mission service programs. 

At the conclusion of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention in Clarksville, 
messengers tabled a decision on the 
Resolution on Relationship and the 
Executive Board outlined a series of 
possible next steps. At its March 28, 
2006 meeting, the Executive Board's 
Belmont Study Committee initi~ted 

one of those steps, recommending that 
the Executive Board convene a special 
session of the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention on May 9, 2006. · 

TBC: The answer t;o this is a "qual
ified!! yes. Belmont's Board approved . . 
and filed a Restated Charter on 
November 10, 2005 (the 2005 annual 
Tennessee Baptist Convention con
vened on Nov. 13, 2005). By law, a 
Restated Charter replaces all earlier 
charters and amendments. According
ly, Belmont negated its earlier Charter 

• 

that contained the following provision 
concerning the elections of its Board of 

I 

Trustees: 
"The directors of this corpo

ration shall be elected by the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
from nominations approved by 
the corporation and the Com
mittee on Boards of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention." 

The above provision does not exist 
in the Restated Charter (see entire 
copy in earlier Baptist & Reflector). 
Without a provision for election of 
trustees, Belmont's Board becomes 
self-perpetuating. The reason for a 
"qualified response" is because it is 
our belief that this action by Bel
mont's Board of Trustees was improp
er. If such proves to be the case., then 
the Restated Charter weuld be null 
and void. If, however, the Restated 
Charter is upheld, then no one can 
conclude that Belmont has not sev
ered its long-standing relationship 
with the Convention. In its own web 
site, Belmont states that it is looking 
"forward to a newly ..defined relation-

was to have been considered by 
vention messengers on NovembeJ 
16, 2005. If the Resolution had 
approved, then Belmont could 
subsequently filed its Restated ( 
ter. Belmont's Board filed the lU 
ed Charter "before" the Conve 
even had an opportunity to con 
the proposed Resolution. 

7) What has Belmont clone 
the funds donated to it fly tlu: 

' 
vention? 

Belmont: All funds donated t 
universitY. by the Convention OV( 

past 54 years have supported th• 
versity's mission to provide Chr: 
higher education to our students. 
these years 16,483 students have 
uated from Belmont and distingu 
themselves in their personal anc 
fessional lives. The university is ; 
of these graduates and is gratet 
support from Tennessee Baptists 

• 
have helped Belmont positively I 
form so many lives. 

' TBC: .Each year, the Con"-.~ 
asked for an allocation of funds 
the Cooperative Program by eacb 
Baptist Institutions including 
mont. Use of allocated funds i 
specifically designated. Ther 
funds allocated to a Baptist Insti 
are used as determined by the gt 

ing Board in light of the institt . . 
IWSSlOn. 

8) Does Belmont contirat 
receive Coqperative Pro 
funds? 

Belmont: No. Though the Cc 
tion deferred action on the Res 
on Relationship, the Convention 
to re-allocate $2,300,000 prev 
budgeted for Belmont for the c
fiscal year. 

TBC: No. Each year each 1 

institutions makes a written 1'1 

for CP allocation. This process "' 
lowed in 2005. The budget whi' 
prepared and forwarded to tbt 
vention for approval included 
allocation to Belmont for the 
year November 1, 2005 - Octot 
2006. Belmont notified Exe 
Leadership of the Convention t 

did not expect a CP allocation 
ning November 2005. Upon !'e( 

this notification,-an amended I 
was prepared to honor Bel 
expectation and submitted to th 
vention. The funds formerly all 
for Belmont were re-allocated 
other CP recipients. a 

• 
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~udeness in communication leads to conflict 

By Paul Barkley 

recently read an article on 
rise of rudeness in the work
;e and the detrimental effect 
; this rudeness had on pro
t;ivity. The paper reported 

75 _percent of workers sur
~d reported having experi

put downs, condescending 
outright rude comments 
behavior on the job. Two

ds of those who tried to 
3t the behavior or speak up 
cnst it reported that he or 

experienced some sort of 
liation from others (not the 
~ person). There was also a 
nt report in the news media 
Lt the way that &ur language 
deteriorated with the com
use of vulgar, slang, potty

th expressions. Emerson 
'l.ed us in his essay Nature 
the corruption of man is fol

by the corruption of lan
e which leads to the corrup-
of society. 

this as a symptom ofthe 
that has already afflict

!lr·SO<:Iet~ not as the cause of 
pr<liblem we have in our day. 
1.L-. •• u 6 . the danger of sound

the preacher that I am, · 
t to invite you to think 

t the effects of this jssue on 
family and some possible 

tions. The fallen nature of 

make Baptists? 
anks for your "Reflections" 

ile story by Hannah Elliott 
.e April 26 issue of Baptist 

' 

Bible says "Go ye there
·OLJ.u. teach all nations, hap
~ them in the name of the 
~r. and of the Son, and of 
Holy Ghost" (Matthew 

1). Nowhere does it say "Go 
nd make Baptists of all 
ps." 
1me of our SBC leaders 

to be reminded that the 
.on of a Christian is to 
' the good news of Jesus' 

any also need to be remind
tat the Baptist Faith and 
age was written by man 
s not part of our "Baptist" 
, even though it is based on 
ture. 
t's each join in prayer for 
precious couple (Wyman 
dlchelle Dobbs) as they are 
thfully serving our Lord in 
~a. West Africa. Pray also 
ew Christians the couple 
iscipled. 
!' need to fervently pray for 
decision makers as they 
ier policy and politics and 
tr-reaching effects of their 
on in this matter. 

Lola Byrd 
Powell 37849 

man tilts us in the direction of 
the base and crude. There must 
t~ver be a vigilant effort on the 
part of the believers to make the 
course correction that is 
required to keep us from sliding 
down this slippery slope. 

The erosion of language in 
our day is compounded in the 
family. I have noticed over these 
years as a counselor and pastor 
how freely we Christians tend to 
use o\rr most hateful and hurtful 
language with our families. We 
will often time say things to our 
family members, especially in 
the heat of anger and argument 
that we would never dream of 
saying to those that we work 
with or socialize with. I guess 
that we figure that they have to 
love us and ~ccept our trash. 
One of the comments made in 
the article on rudeness in the 
workplace stated that as "pro
fessionals" we are responsible 
for serving these people even 
though we don't like them at the 
time. 

Christians often have a diffi
cult time with assertiveness. I 
think this mainly occurs 
because we confuse assertive-

• 
ness with aggressiveness. My 
down home differentiation 
between them is simple. As
sertiveness is when I demand , 
my space and aggressiveness is 
when I demand your space. I 
don't have the right to demand 
your space; but I have not only 
the right, but the res.ponsibility 
to demand my space. If a family 
member is rude, condescending, 
or hurtful, we have the right and 

responsibility to make sure that 
they understand how it makes 
us feel. We must do this in an 
appropriate manner. Most of the 
time when we are hurt and want 
the family member to know how 
much we hurt, we simply hurt 
them back. ., 

I remember the story of the 
6-year-old taking care of his 2-
year-old little brother while 
mother finished supper. Mom 
heard the 6-year-old scream and 
ran into the den to investigate. 
The 6-year-old reported that the 
2-year-old had bitten him. Mom 
scolded the 2-year-old and 
explained to the 6-year-old that 
the 2-year-old did not under
stand that he had hurt the 6-
year-old. She had hardly gotten 
back in the kitchen when the 6-
year-old screamed again. When 
the mom returned to the den, 
the 6-year-old reported that the 
2-year-old had bitten him again. 
Mom, again, scolded the 2-year
old and explained to the 6-year
old that the 2-year-old did not 
understand that he was hurting 
the 6-year-old. When mom 
returned to' the kitchen this 
time she heard the 2-year-old 
scream. Returning to the den to 
investigate, she asked the 6-
year-old what had happened. 
The proud 6-year-old reported, 
"He understands now." 

Christian families must leain 
to respond without retaliating. 
If we truly love each other we 
will want to do what is best for 
the .other. TrUly it wou).d be best 
for the crude, rude, hurtful fam
ily member to learn that this 

kind of behavior is not accept
able and will cause them prob
lems in other relationships. In 
responding to this kind of insult 
and hurt, we can try to remem
b~r that the other family mem
ber may have spoken in anger 
that had nothing to do with us, 
or is. frustrated over situations 
that they perceive out of their 
control that al~o could have 
nothing to do with us. We might 
coi.:Uront this crude and hurtful 
communication by saying some
thing like: "I can tell that you 
are upset. I don't think that I 
have done anything to upset 
you. Who are you upset with? 
What has happened to make you 
so angry?" This kind of commu
nication says "I know you are 
angry, upset, or rude, but I don't 
think your behavior is because 
of me." 

There is a sense in which I 
must receive rude, crude, hurt
ful language before it truly 
becomes mine. In the midst of 
the fight I can rise above the 
fray by focusing on the other 
person, his or her issues or con
cerns, · and possible solutions. 
This would prevent me from 
being dragged down into the 
ditch with them. 

Rudene_ss and cru.deness will 
not go away on their own. They 
must be confronted and 
addressed appropriately. God 
bless you as you try·to respond 
without retaliating. 0 - Barkley 
is as~ociate professor. of psychol
ogy and religion at Baptist Col
lege of Health Sciences in Mem
phis. 

~et ers o the edit"r 

Applauds couple 
"Call upori. the name of the 

IMB (or Southern Baptist or 
insert any other denomination) 
and thou shalt be saved"? I don't 
thinlt so. 

Southern Baptists need to 
evangelize and quit worrying 
who gets the credit. So often, 
people want praise for what 
"they" did or what "they" con
tributed in the search for bring
ing the kingdom of God. People, 
get with it. We are being out 
evangelized on every side by 
Mormons, Muslims, and any 
other group that is willing to 
share thefr faith. · 

. I was a missionary in South 
America some 20 years ago and 
I saw 50,000 New Testaments 
stored away in a storage room in 
high humidity because those in 
the mission didn't want to share 
resources with other denomina
tions. 

I know it happened because I 
helped unload them. It didn't 
matter that there were only 
5000 Baptists in a country of 
one mi11ion people. I was tpld 
that "Baptists gave the money 
for these Bibles and they will be 
used by Baptists." 

Southern Baptists are, I 
belie-ve, the most funded 
Protestant group doing evan
gelism in the world, but we 

couldn't share with those and later rule Israel, and the 
(denominations) in need. apostle Paul to bring Christiani-

·I applaud the Dobbs family. ty to the Gentile world - all 
God will bless them. Their dedi- events of enormous historical 
cation to presenting the gospel significance. 
to the peoples of the world This virtue is audacity, the 
should be commended. I'm sure first cousin of self-esteem not to 
the area in which they live is not be confused with egomania. 
a safe or comfortable one, but The subject of audacity for 
they have carried out the Great Christians was first introduced 
Commi~sion. to our congregation in 1982 by 

Whether or not the SBCIIMB our interim pastor, Ramsey 
approves of what they have Pollard. In a riveting sermon 
accomplished, God does and will he gave numerous reasons for 
reward them openly. IMB, don't _ the church to cult ivate aud·aci
make a mistake here. It will be a ty. 
costly one, both now and Audacity is admired, tri:unps 
through eternity. fear, ~d wins wars. Audacity 

Steve Gate wins souls, empowers mission-
Strawberry Plains 37871 aries, and draws attention at the 

Lack of audacity 
In the April5 letters to the edi

tor there was a thought provoking 
correspondence about the death of 
self esteem. It reported that the 
twin pillars of modern counseling, 
self love, and self esteem are 
being abandoned by a group of 
prominent psychologists in favor 
of self-control and self-discipline. 
It further stated if you accept one 
you must reject the othex: Why 
can't both be operative in one's life 
balancing each other? 

There is a virtue that enabled 
Moses to free the Hebrew slaves 
of Egypt, David to kill a giant 

Throne of Grace. Audacity wins 
elections, improves enterpre
neurship, and gets the girl. 
Audacity enhances speeches, 
music, art, and architecture. 

Lack of audacity explains 
why many souls live in quiet 
desperation. Moses, David and 
Paul certainly did things they 
weren't proud of but did not let 
their shortcomings prohibit 
their great contributions. 

Let's recognize our shortcom
ings not dwe11ing on them too 
long but boldly engage the world 
with the God-given abilities 
we've been ~ted. 

John H. Townsend 
Memphis 38120 

r fle • 
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By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Perfect timing 
God always provides. He 

proves that over and over in 
every fact of my life, including 
t~ workplace. 

Late last week as I was con
templating what to write I re
read Paul Barkley's column on 
this page about rudeness. While 
Paul was talking primarily 
about relationships within fami
lies, it dawned on me how rele
vant this topic is for next week. 

On May 9 Tennessee Baptists 
will ·gather at Two Rivers Bap
tist Church in Nashville for a 
special called meeting dealing 
with our relationship with Bel
mont University. 

I have dealt with the issue in 
previous columns, so I will not get 

. into that here. On page one of this 
issue we provide questions and 
answers from both the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and Belmont 
University· perspectives . 

Tension will be present next 
week. People on both sides of the 
Belmont issne have strong feel
ings. Some will be more vocal 
and passionate than others. 

.'~empers may flare and it 
could escalate into rudeness and 
hurtful behavior. 

Everyone attending the con
vention next week needs to 
make a conscious effort to 
behave in a manner that honors 
Christ. That does not mean we 
have to agree on the issues, but 
you can disagree respectful of 
others and their opinions. 

Come to the convention with 
a positive min.dset. Come 
equipped with facts and be pre
pared to listen carefully. 

Get to the convention early so 
you can get your registration 
material and not be rushed. 
Registration will open on Mon
day evening (May 8) from 6-9 
p.m. and again on Tuesday, 
beginning at 7 a.m. 

Remember that everyone 
who enters the worship center 
at Two Rivers needs to register 
either as a messenger, visitor, or 
media representative. Don't ·get 
upset if you are directed to the 
registration table. Convention 
leadership is trying to make 
things as orderly and easy as 
possible. Lunch will even be pro
vided. 

And, if during the sessions 
something is said to upset you, 
think about these words Paul 
Barkley used to conclude his col
nmn this week. 

He wrote, "Rudeness and 
crudeness will not go away on 
their own. They must be con
fronted and addressed appropri
ately. God bless you as you try to 
respond without retaliating." 

Continue to pray diligently 
for this special meeting. Let us 
set aside personal agendas and 
focus on God's agenda. His is the 
agenda that really matters. D 

• 
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See answers on page 11. 

ACROSS 
1 . Lot was told to go to the 
__ (Gen. 19:17) 

7. "There was no harm in the r 

__ " (2 Kings 4:41) 

9. Yes, Sp. 

10. How many daughters Lot 
had (Gen. 19:8) 

11. Who came to Lot (Gen. 
19:1) 

~ ' . • , • f'1 

14. "He : .. did · unleaveneCl .. 
bread" (Geri. ·19:3) 

16. "Bring them out the 
place" (Gen. 19: 12) :~ ,. ~ ........ , I ' 

17. Dessert 
18. Informed on a person 

21 . "The Lord : · upon 
Sodom and upon Gomorrah" . 
(Gen. 19:24) 

24. ''This fellow came in 
to sojourn" (Gen. 19:9) 

25. Abraham's nephew (Gen. 
12:5) 

27. Pittsburg's state, abbr. 

28. In the year of our Lord, Lat. 
abbr. 

29. One of the cities destroyed 
· by God (Gen. 19:24) 

32. Large vase 
33. Farrow's first name 

34. "Is there any taste in the 
white of an ?" (Job 6:6) 

35. "I cannot escape to the 
mountain, lest ... I " 
(Gen. 19:19) 

37. Held up Moses' hands 
(Exod. 17:12) 

39. Lot was told to (Gen. 
19:17) 

41 . "Lot out at the door'' 
(Gen. 19:6) 

43. Continent in the northern 
hemisphere, abbr. 

44. Masculine pronoun 

45. Corrida cheer 

46. ''Then said I, , I come" 
(Ps. 40_:7) 

48. "Their sin very griev-
ous" (Gen. 18:20) 

50. "Now, this is near" 
(Gen. 19:20) 

51 . "He overthrew __ cities" 
(Gen. 19:25} 

Barbour Publishing 

· DOWN 

1 . They compassed Lot's house 
(Gen. 19:4) 

2. "Neither shall ye __ 
enchantment" (Lev. 19:26) 

3. Nothing 
' 

. 4. ''There came two angels to -· 
Sodom even" (Gen. 
19:1) 

5. . Jima 

6>·· ··: man hath seen Go:ctY 
:(John 1:18) ~ 

· 7. God destroyed th~ cities of 
I . • 

~ the .. ~ ·" (Gen~ 19:29} ·... { 
-: ~ ' ;.; ., .. -

8. Golf peg 
11 . "They . .. brought them forth 

_ _ "(Gen. 19:17) 

12. "Lot sat in the of 
Sodom" (Gen. 19:1) 

13. Another city destroyed by 
God 

14. Bits per inch, abbr. 

15. ''They-shall the way of 
the Lord" (Gen. 18:19) 

19. "Lot went out . . . shut 
the door'' (Gen. 19:6) 

20. Bashemath was her daugh
ter (Gen. 26:34) 

22. "God remembered __ " 
(Gen. 19:29) 

23. They escaped with Lot 
(Gen. 19: 16) 

26. Thomas, for short 
29. "He pressed upon them 

_ _ " (Gen. 19:3) 

30. Japanese unit of distance 
31. ''Take ... thy daughters, 

which are " (Gen. 19: 15) 

32. Unemployment insurance, 
abbr. 

35. Female deer 
36. Male adults 
38. "Lot ... rose to meet 

• them (Gen. 19:1) 
40. "She became a pillar of 
__ " (Gen. 19:26) 

41 . A woman in the army, abbr. 
42. "I will overthrow this 

city" (Gen. 19:21) 
47." , let me escape" (Gen. 

19:20) 

48. Island, abbr. 
49. Southeast, abbr. 

Book designed to help Christians 
deal with epidemic of 'busyness' 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - "Professor of 
Busyness" Michael Zigarelli 
speaks from firsthand experi
ence: Overload and burnout are 
at near epidemic levels in the 
Christian community, and lead
ers are the most dramatically 
affected. 

This epidemic of activity came 
to Zigarelli's attention in an 
unusual way when a typo in a 
publication several years ago 
revised his title from associate 
professor ofbusiness to associate 
professor of "busyness.~ 

"I got a kick out of the typo -
for about 10 seconds. Then it hit 
me. Most weeks, that typo would . . 
be more accurate than my actual 
b~siness card," said Zigarelli, 
dean of Regent University's 
school of business. 

· The revelation sent Zigarelli 
on a quest to examine the extent 
of the busyness problem, not only 
in his own life but in the Christ
ian community as welL 

He collected data from a sam
ple of more than 11,000 Chris
tians worldwide. Among his find
ings: 43 percent of Christians say 
th~y. often rush from task to task; 
51' percent say they're often 
exhausted at the end of the day; 
and 60 percent say that the busy-

- ness of their lives often gets in 
the way of developing their rela
tionship with God. 

The problem is especially pro- thing as small as n typo to p 
nounced for Christians in leader· author and publisher togeth 
ship positions, three out of four of Zigarelli has chronicled 
whom admitted that their over~ he has learned from the f 
loaded lives often crowd out God. tures in a new book by Lif 

'1 saw myself in those statis- titled, Freedom from BUSJ 
tics," Zigarelli said. "'As a husband Biblirol Help for Ot1erlood« 
and father of four grade-school pie. 
kids1 a professor and business "This is not a book about 
school dean, a magazine editor, aging your time betoor so yo 
and owner of a small business, I get everything done," Zii 
simply had taken on too much said . 'There are plenty of 
and trapped myself in an escalat- 'busyness management' reac 
ing cycle of on the market. Instead. t.hiE 
activity." is about busyness reductio~; 

Z i g a r e 11 i manent escape from the dt 
began to too much activity, too 
search the responsibilities, too much · 
Scriptures for and too little. God. 
g u . i d a n c e "People will find a mE 

"beyond the that needs to be preached J 
comfortable, sively in our culture. Frank 
well-worn pas- Z/GARELLI a message I needed to he 
sages that cau- _ years}' he added. 

' tion us not to burry through life" The book is designed f01 
and began writing about pr~cti- vidual or small group use ' 
cal solutions to the J>roblem. organized as a 20-day stl: 

Soon thereafter, Life Way includes practical ad vic 
Christian Resources executives "Freedom through Sa~ 
were searching for experts on this "Freedom through Sl 
topic, hoping to find material they Down," and "Freedom th 
could publish, when they found Simple Living." Freedom 
an article by Zigarelli titled, "Are · Busyness is supplemented 
You Too Busy for God?" in the DVD that contains five 
online version of Christianity minute viaeo segments to E 

Today. pany the weekly sessions. 
Zigarelli attributes his "being . An audio version on CD 

discovered by Life Way" as divine- with the book '1'or those wb 
ly orchestrated, noting, "It's not have time to read .iii" Zi 
amazing how God can use some- li said with a s mile. 0 

• 
Definition begins to change for 1 Sunday be 
Associated Baptist Press 

BIRMINGHAM - Depend
ing on where you worship, wear
ing your "Sunday best" to church 
today might not mean what it 
once did. On Sunday mornings, 
more and more people are pass
ing on dresses or ties and opting 
for blue jeans or khakis instead. 

A dilemma now exists 
between the argument that 
casual clothing· makes visitors 
feel welcome and the desire to 
dress in fmer clothes out of 
respect for God's house. 

' 
Harold Fanning, pastor of 

Shoal Creek Baptist Church in 
Decatur, Ala., said his church is 
more "business casual" than any
thing else. "Personally, I wear a 
suit on Sunday mornings, but I 
usually dress casual on Sunday 
evening- more of a sport jacket, 
slacks and no tie," he said. 

But when Cecil Taylor, dean 
of the school of Christian studies 
at the University of Mobile, says 
he's going casual, he's going for 
a slightly different look. Taylor 
wears jeans to church and said 
he doesn't mean any disrespect 
to God by doing so. 

After all, Taylor recalled, 
David was anointed king of 
Israel after working in the fields. 

In the biblical story, David's 
divine appointment is preceded 
by God telling Samuel of other 
candidates, "The Lord does not 
look at the things man looks at. 

Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks 
at the heart." 

"The important thing is to 
come before the Lord," Taylor 
said. "I think whether I wear 
jeans or a three-piece suit is 
immaterial before the Lord." 

The definition of "casual" and 
ho"{ it's worn is immaterial-' the 
real battle is against the sugges
tive clothing creeping into the 
churches, said Theresa Sbadrix, a 
member of the Association of 
Image Consultants International. 

"There is so much of the 
world in c~urch today that we 
no longer stand out as a group-ef 
people by the way that we 
dress," Shadrix said. 

Shadrix, who is also co-dire~ 
tor for Miss Jacksonville State 
University, has helped women of 
all ages find their style and 
motivate them to dress in a way 
that is both enjoyable and true 

· to their religious convictions. 
The moment that Shadrix 

gave her life to Christ at the age 
of 19, she said, not only did her 
heart change but so did the 
clothes her closet flaunted. 

"I was not raised in a Christ-
ian home, so when I dedicated 
my life to Christ and married 
my Christian husband, I had to 
clean out my closet - literally." 

That was an issue that also 
concerned several women at 
First Baptist Church' in 
Tuscaloosa. Bare midriffs, too-

short skirts and strapless 
es were becoming commo1 
day attire, they said. The 1 
wondered if fashion anq 
esty could be combined. 

To that end, they ho 
fashio:n show. Ten vendo· 
nished everything from 
clothes to dressy suit 
eveningwear. 

''We wanted to show 
young and old, that we 
feminine, stylish, and fi 
able while still remain.i 
est in our dress," RobiJ; 
who coordinated the even 

Between segments 
fashion show, Barbara G 
provided a Bible study 1 

sizing biblical guidelir 
dress and encouraging we 
value themselves and th~ 
they portray as Christian 

For teens, that image 
cult because they get mil I 
nals about fashion from 
and the church, said S 
the image consultant. 

Fanning, the Decatur 
said as long as his c 
teenagers aren't wearing 
ly inappropriate clothin1 
thankful to have them in 
however they are dressc 
dents with body piercin 
challenge the norm for 
appearance. "But l'd ratl: 
a kid 1ooking like . .. be fE 
first into a tackle box t 
somewhere other than • 
be said. 0 
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provi.des homes, warm places to sleep, home cooked 
meals, and loving houseparents who are there 24 hours a day and 
7 days a week to welcome chHdren home with open arms. 

1~emember the special women in your life by giving a gift to the Mother's Day Offering ... 
and to Tennessee children and families in crisis. 

P.O. Box 2206 • Brentwood, TN 37024-2206 
800.624.8591 • www.tbch4kids.org 

Brentwood • Memphis • Millington • Chattanooga • Johnson City 
Kingsport • Oakdale • Knoxville • Greeneville 

Tennessee tist 
Child n's Hom 

• 
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Fellowship Matters? 

-o 

This edition of Church Health Matters 

returns again to the issue of fellowship. 

The first topic related to fello~ship is the 

assimilation of new members into the 

fellowship of the church. The second issue deals 

with some family dynamics that have great impact 

on the fellowship of the local church. 

Please call on any of the following ·state missionary staff 

members to help your church strengthen its assimilation ministry. 
' 

. Sunday School & S~atl .Group Fellowship 
~ • J . u .. . . ; 

Mark Miller .............. , ........ ,. ........................... (615) 371-2048 

Youth Fellowship 
Bruce Edwards .......... .-.........••.. u ......... ~ ••••••• (615) 371-2094 

Kent Shingleton ......... ~ ... ~ ........................... (615) 371-2077 

Andrea Knight ............................................ (615) 371-7919 

Children's Fellowship 
Vicki Hulsey ........................ ~ ...................... (615) 371-2081 

Andrea Knight ........................ ~ .................... (615) 371-7919 

'Family Ministry 
Tony Ran.kin .......•..•...... , ...... , .......••.............. (615) 371-8136 

Keep the leaders in your church informed. 

Subscribing to the Baptist and Reflector for your church 

leadership will ensure they receive not only state and 

national news each week, but pertinent information pro-

vided in the Church Health pages. The Baptist and 

Reflector provides a Church Leadership Plan at a 

reduced rate for two or more members. Contact Susie 

Edwards for circulation information at (615) 371-2003 

or e-mail her at sedwards@mbaptist.org. 

''Building healthy churches empoweretl by the prt!sence of GoJ." 

HoW to 
Assifllilate New
Church Members 
by Mark Miller 

• 

Every church wants to see new members • 

and guests involved and "assimilated" into 

their fellowship. But what is an "assimilat

ed member?" Assimilation is the process of 

helping newcomers ~ecome active, .on

going, integrated, and multiplying church 

members. 

An assimilated member is one who ... 
• 

• Understands and actively pursues the 

goals oft\le church. 
• Reports a sense of -spiritual growt~ and 

development. 

· • Is regularly tithing to the church. 

• 

• Is· sharing his/her faith with family and 

friends. 

• Has several new friends in the church. 

• Attends worship at least three times per 

month. ; 

• Is actively involved in a Sunday School 

or small group. 

• Has a role/task appropriate to his/her 

· spiritual gift. 

Several avenues are being utilized to .... 

help assimilate members and guests. The 

process begins with developing an ade

quate outreach program and a system to 

welcome newcomers and first time guests. 

Groundwork is laid at the altar during 

decision counseling.· New member orienta

tion and new Christian classes provide a 

solid foundation for spirit~al maturity. 

Encouragel's or host families may be 

assigned to new memb~rs. 

One essential ingredient is connecting 

the new member and prospects to a small· 

group. A small group ministry provides a 

cOmmunity where friends can be made. 

Family needs are met. Expectations 

• 

expressed. A place of service and invt 

ment in missions is encouraged. 

Thorn Rainer, president of Lift 

Christian Resources, was surprised to I 
that an effective Sunday School sol~ 

assimilation puzzle. In Tennessee, 1 

churche~ have a Sunday School, 

Rainees research concludes that "it's -
the mere existence of a Sunday School 

gram that ensures the closing of th 
door ... these churches, .. expect J;Peir i 

bers 'to make the program work., .. 
How well the Sunday mo 

study supports assimilation 

dependent on the attitudes of l\;;cl'·"•••. 
~ 

members. They are: 

• Do workers seem as interested in 

as they do in getting their tasks acco1rna: 

• Do teachers feel they are teaching 

or teaching people? 

• Does the secretary see a visitor as a 

or as a slip to be filled out? 

• · Does the teacher/director 

pronounce names right when -introducing visitors? . 

• Do members seem as interested in me 

and ~elping new persons as they are 
visiting with friends? 

• Are visitOrs often greeted briefly 

then left to sit by themselves or · 

other visitors? 

Sunday School leaders must 

stand that those who aren't there are 

important as those who are there . 

this philosophy, absentees are co~ 

and never forgot. 

What's your strategy for assimilacio1 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 



You Love Your Spouse? · 
by Tony Rankin 

you love me? 
Yes • 

Do you remember the litt1e love notes we used 
send as children during church or at school? 

notes were simple requests for a definite 
n~·,..r for a noncomplex issue. Yet as w~ became 
"'\U"" we seem to make the most fun things like 

>U I.V" difficult. 

· Marnage is a perfect example. Here are some 

11u...., to im,prove yaut relationship wJth the person. 
you promised . to love in good times and. bad, 

r better or worse, and when you have and aon't 
money. 

• 
1. Understand the difference between men 

women. Women tend to be more relational 
men tend to place an emphasis on being good . 

or competent at whatever their task is even if it 
a relationship. Women tend to connect: every

l:"UF. with everything and men usually doht see 
connection or relationship with separate inci-

• ....... or conversations. 

Understand the core issues of aoandonment 
Persons that grow up in broken 

t»mes or ones where the parents were physicidly or 
llOtlonal absent develop fears of abandonment 

W\llbe more clingy and needy in times ots.tress 
• 

U""'ersoJ:tS who had parents who were command
demanding, or had high expectations, seem to 

more fearful of absorption or being asked to do 
milch: They will desire distance or detachtp..ent 
· high stress times. The key is to say, "lt will 
loving when you ... " and let your spo,ps~.lmow 

~ ll.alv w.hat you need. • 

3. Understand that real passionate love 

Being sensitive 
Dropping the project/hostage mentality 
Being happy not right 
Giving appreciation 
Being intimate 
Offering encouragement 
H aving and making time 
Offering grace 
Knowing what forever means 
Having fun 

• 

. 
Do you have the desire? Ate you willing to do 
te\u it takes? Are you willing to pay the price? 

• you love him or her? 
Yes 
No 
Maybe (Check One) 

• 

• 

How To Preserve the Family: 
Becoming an Agent of Change 

by Tony Rankin 

Definition: Agent-1) one that has the power; 2) something 
done or caused; 3) a foJ:"ce that causes change; and 4) instru
mental 'in change. To become an agent of change in preserv
ing the family, try these suggestions: 

We must recapru.re our roles as spiritual leaders and examples. 
1. We must re-establish our positions on right and w~ong. 
2. We need to create lasting memories about the greatness of 

church. . 
3. We need to provide oppornutities for ~pplication. 

Do something together. 
I. Ask the children to give some ideas and then follow some 

of them . 
We need to quit trying to be "friend of the year" or <'minister 
of the month" by keeping secrets or withholding information 
from parents that interferes with their P¥enting. 

• Drug o.r alcohol u5e 
. • Sexuality 

We need to affirm children and youth more often. 
• ((I think you are great!" 
• «I can't wait to see what yollr future looks like." 
• <<I really like it when you ... " 

We need to help children and youth know how they Can 
effect and impact their world. 

• ((You don't have to wait until you are an adult." 
• <Your friends will listen to you first and then adults second." 

; 

We should rid ourselves of questionable practices. secret sins, 
double-stal'ldatd type of living, ~d things that hinder our . 
Witness. 

• ((Are you willing for-your family to be punished in order 
to continue your secret sin?" _ . 

• '~e you willing to be publicly humiliated in order to 
continue your secret sin?" 

• <~e you willing to become spirirually irrelevant in order 
to continue your secret sin?" 

We need to be accepting of all people, but passionate about 
the expectations of God. 

We need to partner with parents and encourage them to 
fulfill their roles as the primary teachers of biblical truths. 

Lessons from 
Vacations: Learn 
More Than You 

Spend 
by Tony Rankin 

Last year my family and I decided to • 
take a few days of vacation prior to one of 
my speaking engagements at Carson 
Newman College, Jefferson City. We went 
to the Pigeon Forge/Gatlinbu~ area on the 
Fourth of July weekend. 

We anticipa-ted caramel apples, 
DollyWood roller co~sters and watching 
craftsmen, quietj relaxing time at the pool, 
artd some ~ceful time with each other 
before our oldest son lefi for the Marine's 
-trip to Iraq~ 

(What was I thinking?) The food was 
great~ the company was wonderful , the 
weather was .almost perfect, and the lessons 
learned were nwnerous. But the crowds 
were huge! 

• As you wrap up your summer and 
p.repar.e for the fall, reflect on your days of 
summer va~rion< trips, or experiences, and 
decide what lessons you learned. 

Here ar~some life lessons I learned from 
the FoUrth of July in Pigeon Forge: . 

1} If. _X,OU are in need of rest and 
relaxation, 'USC J{Qttt brain and plan for it in 
.a 'J>lac.e rha~ $il1 allow ~ou to experience 
peace anti.: t lapq:piliry (100,000 people 
watching the paraCle and fireworks does not 
equall!ea.~· an<£ q.uiet.) 

~) pla~ of interest from 
. 6wnny 

for so~ le~ to develop. Laughing about 
and enjoying family_ memories provide 
me,aningfiil rurur:es, too. (My wife Amber 
and I can rememberwhen Pigeon Forge was 
on the road to Gatlinburg. There was only 
one place to buy caramel apples, the ones at 
the 'taffy Factory.) 
. 3) Going ro amusement parks, restau
rants, putt-p\ltt .golf: and shops with long 
lines, Hungry and rude people, and people 
just like you wanting to expet:ience fun 
teaches valuable lessons. Remember somebody 
is watching you including your family, the 
employeesl strangers, and the spiritually lost. 
Be patient, "enjoy spending time with your 
family and friends, and refuse to let crowds 
and crowdedrtess ruin your day. (It helps if 
you get to the Appfe Barn before the 
hundreds of hungry people do.) . 

The summer is another wonderful great 
chance ro teach your &mily to enjoy, maximize. 
and celebrate life. Live it up with courage! 

Coming Up! · .Coming Up! 
May 5-6 . : . . . State Xtreme Bible Challenge, State Youth Bible Drill, State Youth Speakers Tournament, 

Baptist Center, Brentwood 
May 9 ....... Special Called Meeting of Tennessee Baptist Convention, Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville 
May 11-13 ... Language Missions Leadership Conference, Baptist Center, Brentwood 
May 11-13 ... Tennessee Baptist Religious Education Association Spring Retreat, Fall Creek Falls State Park, Pikeville 
May 18-20 ... Hispanic Basic Training, Baptist Center, Brentwood 
May 22-23 ... New Church Staff Orientation, Carson Springs Baptist Conference Center, Newport 

-
For information on upcoming events, see the TBC web site at www.tnbaptist.org . 

Church Health Matters 

• 
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Student minister, ClearView Church 

atrina evacuee sees ne~ forn1er yout grou 
By Erin Roach 
Baptist Press 

FRANKLIN - When Hurricane 
Katrina struck, Matt Tipton and his 
wife, Elaine, were living on the campus 

· of New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary and he was serving on staff 
at a local church. They evacuated, lost 
everything they owned and had to 
start over with a couple of bags they 
managed to grab as they fled. 

Tipton had been in talks with leaders 
at a Nashville-area church, ClearView 

TIPTON. 

~aptist in Franklin, 
about becoming therr 
minister to students 
before the storm hit. 
But he was deeply 
involved in his New 
Orleans-area church, 
Memorial Baptist in 
Metairie, where he 
was flJling some key 
roles while the church 

was without a pastor. He and his wife 
were unsure which direction God was 
leading, and three days before Katrina 
they decided to stay in Louisiana. 

For six weeks after the evacuation, 
the couple believed they would go back 
to New Orleans and continue to minis
ter to the church family they had 
grown to love. But in: various circum
stances, God made clear His call to the 
position at Clear View, so they moved to 
Tennessee. 

"One of the things that didn't go 
away in all of this was our heart for the 
city of New Orleans and for·the people 
there that we left," Tipton, who gradu
ated from ·New Orleans Seminary two 
years ago, told Baptist Press. 

When spring break rolled around, 
Tipton took more than 30 of his new 
youth at ClearView back to New 
Orleans to help in the ongoing hurri
cane recovery efforts, in whjch 
ClearView already had been 
involved. 

"When I came in they were very 
interested in partnering with the peo-

ple that I have relationships with down 
there and doing some trips," he said. 

Tipton arranged for his youth at 
ClearView to work alongside his youth 
from Memorial in gutting houses, 
cleaning up yards, and assisting at 
another local church from March 27-
Aprill. 

"We worshiped together each night, 
and the worship band from our student 
ministry in Louisiana led our worship 
time," Tipton said. "It was neat because 
a lot of the students from Louisiana 
have not really had a safe place 'to 
process what's happened, and students 
from ClearView for sure don't even 
begin to understand in this affluent 
area o.f Nashville even remotely what 
suffering is about and the benefits of 
that in our faith walk." 

The two groups of students had a 

time over spring break and the last six 
months/' Tipton said. 

"She said that when we put our 
hands in the dirt in New Orleans and 
as we pray and do the work, it's as if 
we're claiming ground spiritually for 
them to kind of set the tone for revival 
down the road," he added. "It was neat 
how this lady helped our students 
understand that even though their 
role was to pull down trees and gut a 
house, their role was part of a bigger 
picture." 

The youth spent half a day walking 
around the French Quarter tourist
style, Tipton said, and a few people 
stopped them and asked what they 
were doing in town. 

"It was remarkable to see the gr-ate
fulness of the city that kids would take 
their spring break and show up down 

was neat !o see the kids view this war\, 
as people - work even though 90 per
cent of the work we did wns in the dirt 
pulling nails and weeds ... 

A week aft.er Tipton returned frola 
New Orleans, his home near Franldia 
was damaged by some strong weather 
accompanied by tornados that swept 
through Middle Tennessee April 7. Hia 
experience with Katrina has taught 
him to keep the latest storm damage in 
perspective, he said. 

"The damage to our home from last 
week is somewhat significant, but in 
the grand scheme of things it's not tttat11 
big of a deal," he told BP. "I choose to 
see it as a blessing: new roof, new sid
ing, and new gutters."' 

Tipton also has noticed God wn·r .... • 

ing on his heart in regard te material 
possessions and their fleeting pleas· 

lot to learn from each 
other, he said, and it added 
to the experience in help
ing New Orleans residents 
in need. 

, ______ _ ures. 
"I think that the biggest 

struggle that my wife and I 
have encounter ed since 
leaving New Orleans is the 
focus in this culture on peer 

I think that the biggest struggle that my wife 

"There were encounters 
every day with people. 
There was a lady right 
before we left that begged 
us to come to her house and 
gut her house," Tipton 
recounted. "She was in 
tears because she had not 
been able to find anybody 
to gut her house. That had 
an impact on our kids." 

and I have encountered since leaving New 
. 

Orleans is the focus in this culture on peo-
· ple's stuff," he said, noting 

that he is originally from 
Germantown, a Memphia 
suburb which he sa~ 

shares a privileged culture 
similar to that of Franklin, 

pie's stuff. - Matt Tipton, minister to stu-

dents, ClearView Baptist Church, Franklin 
_ ___;,__ ____ , "During lilY time in Ne 

Orleans I realized ho 
much of a barrier to tll 

gospel our stuff really is," Tipton sm 
"People in New Orleans don't have 
much; they tend to have a di~ren.\ \?!e 

Another woman the groups encoun
tered .was so desperate to save her 
neighborhood that she was trying · to 
purchase as many homes there as pos
sible, Tipton said. One day she circled 
up some of the students in one of her 
yards as they were working and asked 
for prayer. 

"She told us that historically New 
Orleans is a very spiritual city bu,t a 
very lost and godless city and that, in 
her view, the only people who have 
really come through for the city of New 
Orleans are the hundreds of youth 
groups that have come down and spent 

in New Orleans," he said. 
Throagh. the hard work and expa

sure to immense need, Tipton left New 
Orleans . believing much had been 
accomplished. 

"It was a great trip. I think a lot of 
times we go on a mission trip expecting 
to see people in an area where w.e're 
going give their lives to Christ and it be 
some kind of big revival-sort of situa-

. tion, but this was a very, very hands
on, sweating trip," he said. 

"These [kids have) been on mission 
trips lots of times but never to a place 
where it seemed on the surface that it 
was just this physical sort of work. It 

of barriers to ,the gospel." 
- The Bible clearly states that 1 

Christian's life is not his own, Tipa 
said. 

"I ask myself: What fits into life? 
would say everything, including 
clothes, my furniture, my house, 
family, my job, and, yes, even my neal\ 
soul, mind, and strength," he said. 
of this has heightened my awareness 
things that are eternal. If you 
been to the· bottom of life, the spee! 
bumps are not that noticeable." a 

Tennessee Baptist Convention Secretaries Association. to serve in Montana May J 3-2 J 

THOSE SERVING include, from left, first row; Pam Hazlegrove, Bolivar; 
Betty Harness, Knoxville; Carolyn Schlauch, Clarksville; and Mary Dye, 
Paris; back row, Debbee Combs, Lawrenceburg; Judy Escue, 
Goodlettsville; Millie Badgett, Knoxville; Marie Blackwell, Jackson; and 
Vickie Watkins, Knoxville. 

Twenty-tour church and association secretaries from the secretaries 
association and six spouses will serve in 12 different locations in Mon
tana to support the Tennessee/Montana Baptist Partnership. 

OTHERS SERVING IN MONTANA include, from left, first row; Diane Crain, Greenbrier; 
Jo Harris, Greenbrier; Linda Williams, Rogersville; Ginger Housley, Pikeville; and La/JI 
Rose, Tennessee Baptist Convention; second row, Joy Clay-Corby, TBC; Debbie Griffin. 
Lawrenceburg; Rose Snob/en, Culleoka; Shannon Queen, Watertown; Dawn Frazief, 
Culleoka; back row, Rick Frazier, Culleoka; Diana Cox, TBC; and Dale Snob/en, Culleo
ka. Rick Frazier and Dale Snob/en are spouses who accompanied their wives to the com
missioning service and will do handy-man work in Montana. 
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An Open Letter to 

Our Tennessee Baptist Family 

Belmont University is committed to its Christian mission and its Baptist roots. We will c<;>ntinue to be 
a student-focused, Christian community oflearni.ng and service with a rich Ba~tist heritage that we 
intend to foster and nurture. That is ou~ promise and our covenant. 

We look forward to an honest and frank discussion of our future relationship at the special meeting 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention on May 9. Belmont representatives will be on hand to provide 
background information relevant to questions put before the Convention. Some of this background 
information is currently available at www.belmont.edu/tbc. We believe that our discussions will be 
respectful and reflect positively on the Christian witness of the Convention and Belmont as we serve 
God in our respective areas of service and ministry. . 

As we move toward the May 9 speciaJ meeting, we want Tennessee Baptists to know of our gr.atitude for 
the financial and spiritual support that you have provided to Belmont University over the past 55 years. 
We trust that our shared history has provided important groundwork to. achieve common goals of the 
University and the Convention, and that our future will evidence this good work. 

' 

. . 
The Executive Committee of the Board ofTrustees of Belmont Vniversity 

Marty Dickens Gordon Inman 
First Baptist Church, Nashville Brentwood Baptist Chuch, Brentwood 

Jamie Dunham Drew Maddux 
Woodmont Baptist Church, }[_ashville First Baptist Church, Henderson.ville 

Da.q Fou~ch Andrea Overby · 
Glasgow Baptist· Church, Glasgow, KY First Baptist Church, Nashville 

Mike Glenn Joe Russell 
Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood . Forest Hills _Baptist Church, Nashville 

Steve Hewlett ·' - Bill Sheriff 
judson Baptist Church, Nashville Forest Hills Baptist Church, Nashville 

Jim Holleman 
First Baptist Church, Clarksville 

• 

• 

ONT 

For additional information, please go to www.belmont.edu/tbc 

• 
• 

• 
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4 J Baptist leaders 
aHirm Reccord 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - A statement 
signed by 41 pastors and vari
ous other Southern Baptist 
leaders has· been distributed 
affirming the integrity and 
achievements of Bob Reccord, 
former president of the North 
American Mission Board. 

Reccord resigned April 17, 
citing "honest philosophical and 
methodological differences" with 
NAMB's trustees that "have 
brought us to this point of sepa
rate directions." Reccord had led 
the mission board since its cre
ation in 1997 as part of the SBC 
"Covenant for a New Century" 
restructuring. . 

Reccord's resignation fol
lowed a March 24 special meet
ing of NAMB's 58-member 
trustee board, who voted to 
place Reccord under "Executive 
Level controls" concerning 
issues address~d in a 19-page 
report by a nine-me~ber trustee 
task force. An article in t he 
Georgia Baptist Convention's 
newsjournal, The Christian 
Index, prompted. the creation of 
the task force in mid-February. 

The 13-paragraph statement 
by Reccord's supporters, issued 
April 21, said Reccord had 
"acted with integrity and char
acter throughout his nine year 
tenure as NAMB's President 
and never more so than in these 
last tumultuous weeks." 

Among the signers were five 
former SBC presidents; · three 
state convention . executive 
directors; 27 pastors; and one 

Baptist university president. 
Former convention presi

dents signing the document 
were Jack Graham and H. 
Edwin Young of Texas; James 
Merritt of Georgia; and Jim 
Henry and Jerry Vines of Flori
da. 

Two of th e 41 signers w ere 
Tennessee Baptists - Hollie 
Mille r, pastor, Sevier 
Heights Baptis t Church, 
Knoxville, and J erry Sutton, 
pastor, Two Rivers Baptist 
Church , Nashville . 

The April 21 statement by 
various SBC leaders noted: 
"Where he [Reccord] has made 
misjudgments, he has freely 
acknowledged . t hem and 
assumed responsibility. But 
these are mistakes of the head, 
not the heart - the kinds of 
misjudgments that innovative 
leaders make in an effort to 
accomplish things that h ave 
never been done before." 

The statement affirmed Rec
cord's decision to step down as 
president "for the sake of the 
agency and its more than 5,000 . . . 
rmss1onanes. 

It also commended Reccord 
for his. leadership in seyeral spe
cific areas such as NAMB's focus 
on reaching large metropolitan 
areas. 0 

Baptists plan 
to bui~d J ,000. 
lt(lmes in N.O. 
Associated Baptist Press 

NEW ORLEANS - In a 
move that one official termed a 
"God-&ized" task, Southern Bap-

tists have pledged a Herculean 
effort to rebuild homes and 
church~s destroyed by Hurri
cane Katrina. 

Jim Burton, director of volun
teer mobilization for the South
ern Baptist Convention's North 
American Mission Board, said 
the organization will partner 
with the Louisiana Baptist Con
vention to rebuild 1,000 homes 
and 20 churches in the New 
Orleans area. "'tis a huge task," 
h€ said. 

Operation New Orleans Area 
Hope Rebuild - an expected 
$10 million project - is already 
underway and . making a differ
ence in the greater New Orleans 
area, Burton said. Officials have 
begun referring to it by a partial 
acronym: NOAH. 

According to Mike Canady, 
director of missions and min
istries for the Louisiana conven
tion, the groups have mobilized 
3,500 building volunteers so far. 
But they anticipate 50,000 vol
unteers over the next two years. 

Administratively speaking, 
managing this many volunteers 
would be a full-time job in itself, 
Burton noted. The organization, 
processing and managing of the 
on-site rebuilding effo~ mean 
there must be a team of people 
dedicated solely to the project, 
he explained. 

"The Louisiana staff is too 
small," Burton said. «There has 
to be some degree of structure 
on the ground to pull this off. If 
I don't put infr ast ructure in 
place, I don't help the people." 

So far, two people have been 
hired for the two-year commit
·ment to work on the team, Bur
ton said. The .two, whose names 
have not yet been released, are a 

-.New This Year! 

married couple. The husband 
will serve as the construction 
coordinator and the wife as the 
office manager. A project coordi
nator has not been named, but . 
Burton anticipated it .soon . 

The project coordinator will 
work directly with the project's 
over all steering committee, 
which is made up of representa
tives of -NAMB, the state con
vention, area associations, and 
local churches, Canady said. He 
will be the state denominational 
liaison on the committee. 

He said the damage to 
churches is at varying levels. 
"Some have repairs going on 
now; some are just sittin_g there 
with nothing being done 
because there is no congregation 
or no pastor. 

"We will probably integrate 
what we are already doing with 
NOAH," Canady said. 

When it comes to selection o£ 
which homes to rebuild, he said 
the plans are to try to work with 
neighborhoods that are connect-

ed with local Bapti~t ehun 
The homeowners will not 
to be Baptist. Canady said. 

*'We will help the 1M 
whomever they ar;e,· Bu 
said. 

Canady said he anticiJ 
using some of the Louisiana 
vention's- disaster·relief fl 
for this project, but the o 
source of funding - $5 mi 
-came from NAMB. 

"We received about $22 
lion designated for Katr 
Burton said. While "a ~ 
deal" of the money has alr 
been distributed, he said $5 
lion was recently earmarke 
NOAH. 

Ariticipating a need fo 
additional $5 million befor. 
project ends, Burton said e 
unteer . fee will be chargE
help offset the cost. '"We • 
the volunteers to have 
investment in the project 
said, noting the fee has no 
been set but will probabJ 

_ between $20 and $25 per d1 

TRAVEL WITH OTHER BAPTISTS 

•• 

15 Days - 4 Islands: trom $1328"' 
Depart September 28, 2006 

Join other Baptists on the rmost affordable M 
I 

week, four-island fully escorted Hawaiian vacat\' 

you'll ever find. Your group win fly to Hon-olulu for fi 

nights in Waikiki, three nights on Kauai, two nig 

on Maui, one night in Hilo, and three nights in Kor 

Sightseei~g on every islanp includes: A Honoll 

city ·tour with Punchbowl Crater and Pearl Hart 

cruise to the Arizona Memorial, the Wailua riverb1 

cruise to the Fern Grotto, lao Valley excursion & j 

· old whaling capital of Lahaina, a Hilo orchid garc 

and Rainbow Falls, Black Sand Beaches, Volcanc 

National_ Park and more! *Your price, from. a 

$1328 (per person, double occupancy) inclu< 

baggage handling, Hawaiian hotels, .taxes, all flig 

between ~he islands, aftd escorted sightseeing 

.every island. Add $600 for airfare from_ Huntsville, 

Add $700 from Chattanooga, Memphis, KnoxvillE 

Nashville, TN. '"Youi Man' Tours specializes 

Hawaii (with weekly departures year cround) and I 

had its own office in Honolulu, offering caref 

vacations; since 1967. This· price is so low becat .. 
travelers buy wholesale, directly from the ae' 

Hawaiian tour operator. Friends and family are ' 

come! Space is limit~d and reservations with a $ 
deposit should be made now for the September ~ 

departure. -
For information, reservations 

and brochure call 7 days a week: 

'YOUR MAN TOURS 1-SG0-968-
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enderso~viUe church pilots program in Tennessee prisons 
arc1a Knox Drive~ ?burch program, was At the training meeting at program to help in transition- God that our s tate government, 

, 'sf and Reflector · functtorung well, growi~g Long Hollow Church were 75 mg prisoners outside with through the GSN, is initiating a 
strong, ~d a perfect fit for this people including re~resenta- housing, jobs, transportation, partnership with our churches," 

-ENDERSONVILLE 
g Hollow Baptist Church 

re is one of two churches in 
~ state of Tennessee which is 
i"" 

cting the Tennessee Depart-
mt of Corrections (TDOC) 
ogram, the "Good Samaritan 
twork," a re-entry program 
inmates. 

The network allows church-
and ·faith-based, civic, and 

Q-profit organizations to 
mentors to inmates 

to the inmates leaving 
rir prisons. Churches and 
ranizations agree to provide 
• inmate's basic needs when 

person moves outside the 
and support them spiri

illy, physically, and mentally. 
JSN memorandum of agree
nt would be in place at 
uches and the organizations. 
~GSN provides basic life 
~ds including mentoring," 
d Richard Dixon, TDOC 
ector of volunteer services. 
~Long Hollow Church was 

first church to become a 
ner with the GSN to men-
an mmate from West Ten

Now there are t:wo 
pa~es heing mentored by the 

first I was surprised, but 
I realized it was just like 

d to be preparing our church
and the Tennesfiee Depart

,nt of Corrections just in time 
-:.this partnership," said Gene 
ijiams, Tennessee Baptist 
dvention Men's Ministry spe-

:'When I first heard of the 
N, I wondered how long it 
rlld take to train a church to 
p erly respond to an inmate. 

then I realized that Cele
Recovery (CR), a Purpose 

network. tives from 19 Tennessee CR and mentoring. dd d Will ' il"l:' ' th-b d F ll · . . a e Jams. rru ase 
o owmg meetmgs m Octo- churches and interested people "We invited the CR churches programs are working in other 

her 2005 with Dixon and Bill from Mississippi and Missouri into the state prisons. We are states, and they know it can 
Gupton, TDOC alcohol and present. very pleased with CR substance work here. They have recog
drug director, Long Hollow There were six training ses- abuse program, because even nized the benefit of connecting 
Church officials, and CR repre- sions including how to form a President George W. Bush released inmates with churches 
sentatives, TDOC was open to CR group inside a prison, orien- noted CR and endorsed the pro- who will help them transition 
putting CR in all 15 prisons. tation for entering a prison set- gram and its work on faith into our communities as pro
During the first meeting, state ting led by TDOC Tennessee based addictions program," ductive members of society." 
officials indicated they were fel- Women's Prison chaplain Dixo_n noted. "We had a very "Now they are asking 'Where 
low believers, and that ~hey Yolanda Walker, introduction of good meeting and we were very is the church?' God has placed 
would welcome a faith based GSN by Dixon, and other topics. fortunate how it was put some good Christian leaders in 
initiative program into the pris- Also in attendance was Rod together." strategic positions m the 
ons. Bragg, faith based ceord;inator According to Dixon, about TDOC. They h ave issued the 

When Long Hollow Church's under the Tennessee Depart- 250 churches from across the call for our churches to fill in 
care and recovery pastor Tony ment of Health, Bureau of Alco- state are needed for the GSN. the gap." 
Jessee advocated CR, Dixon hol and Drug Abuse Services, At least one church is needed to Lyons noted that · the GSN 
pitched the state's Good Samar- representing Tennessee Access mentor inmates in each of the through Long Hollow Church 
itan Network_(GSN), which had to Recovery to explain funding 95 state counties. has mentored one inmate at the 
already been planned to mentor for faith based initiative pro- Others attending the meet- Charles Bass Annex and a sec-
inmates who were in transition grams. ing were Patty Seals, Tennes!?ee ond inmate from the Whiteville 
_to leave prisons. Gupton also "It was a three-fold meeting Prison for Women (TPW) volun- Correctional Facility. Both men 
looked at CR curriculum which at ~ong Hollow Church," Dixon teer chaplain, who 'led an orien- are involved in CR through 
complimented the substance said, "First was the training for tation on going into prisons; Long Hollow Church. One has 
abuse program already in the CR ministry for churches; sec- Diana Cox, TBC evangelism· joined the church, and another 
pnsons. ond was the introduction of the administrative assistant, who is planning on attending Long 

The. idea surfaced to bring GSN; third was creation of a is part of the TBC affiriity team Hollow Church." 
the CR pro~am into the pris- new volunteer certification for on Restorative Justice; "The GSN allows the inmate 
ons. At the- same time the idea the prison system." William's wife, Pat Williams, to-prepare for the outside and 
arose to bring all of the CR The meeting was to give the who is also involved in ministry transitions the person for the 
churches into the GSN pro- first public presentation of how at TPW; and Linda Knott, chap- first 90 days, which is impor-
gram. the GSN program would work, lain for "The Next Door," a tant for them," Lyons added. 
_ Jeff Ball, CR state represen- according to Dixon. The TDOC . women's prison transition pro- "CR volunteers pick the 

tative and member of Ten- was also able to give a report on gram, which is housed in facili- inmate up at the prison, take 
nessee Valley Community the GSN pilot program's-former ties provided by First Baptist - them to the halfway house, give 
Church in Paris, was asked by inmates. Church of Nashville. them clothes and basic necessi-
Shaun Lyops, the catalyst The GSN needs more mem- "We believe the Tennessee ties, and help them to be not 
member at Long Hollow her churche~, and it is not limit- State Department of Correc- distracted by the outside and 
Church, who led a 12-step pro- ed to CR churches, Dixon tions (TDOC) program, Good worldly th?-ngs. 
gram in the Charles Bass observed. ~other church that Samaritan Network (GSN) pro- "Long Hollow Church is pro
Annex mmrmum security has joined the GSN is Bethel gram, with CR is a wonderful viding money, time, and volun
prison in North Nashville for Church in Murfr~esboro, which fit," Lyons added, who was teers. The church is getting 
over two years, ~to organize the 1s a sister church of .Bethel ·named CR state inside coordi- ready to mentor two more peo
meeting for the two groups. World Outreach Church, the nator. "Especially since the peo- pie through the GSN. The CR 
Ove:r 35 CR church directors other pilot church in Tennessee ple in charge of the state cor- groups will provide volunteers 
and prison ministry leaders for the program, he added. rections program were open to to mentor the inmates and 
were invited _to the February "The GSN is seeking faith CR after the first initial meet- build relationships with them 
training meeting at Long Hoi- based organizations to partner ing." before the leave the prisons," 
low Church. to help them out with a new "I find it totally a work of Lyons noted. 0 
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Union engineering students minister in N. Africa 
By Katie Beth Kelley 
Union University news office 

JACKSON - From the edge 
of the Sahara Desert to the 
heights of the snowy Atlas 
Mountains, North Africa's ter
rain reflects the same diversity 
as its many peoples. 

"I think that it struck me 
that I was no longer in West 
Tennessee when we were sur
rounded by North Africans in 
the first place that we ate and. 
blessed our food vnth our eyes 
open as if we were talking With 
one another," said Jon Brasher, 
an engineering major from 
Union University. 

The purpose of the trips is to 
broaden students' worldviews 
and to give them _ a chance to 
serve across cultures. Three 
engineering majors, two French 
majors and an engineering pro
fessor made up the North 
African team. 

The students used their 
strengths to work together for a 
common goal. They taught chil
dren in elementary schools 
about renewable energy and dis
cussed the possibilities for an 
artesian well with university 
students. 

gospel with people." 
The engineering students 

and profeS"Sor worked on the 
technical aspects of the project 
beforehand and inquired about 
scientific details when in North 
Africa. The French majors pro
vided cultural insight and trans
lated for the group. 

Knoxville DR volunteer honored 
Brasher and five others from 

Union University experienced 
many culture shocks as they 
spent spring break in North 
Africa on a mission trip. It was 
just one 11 Global Opportunities 
teams Union sent out worldwide 
over spring break to such places 
as France, Romania, Honduras, 
Guatemala, Canada, Boston~ 
New Yor~ and Chicago. 

The goal was to build rela
tionships and maximize the 
usage of the region's resources 
in order for some missionaries 
who live in the area to have a 
platform for their ministry. 

"It was amazing how the 
Lord used our passion for the 
French language to communi
cate with people in a useful 
way," said French major Kristin 
Schaefer. "It shocks me to think 
that before I even decided to 
pursue French in high school, 
the Lord had already planned to 
use this gift for His work in 
North Africa." 

.CWe experienced grace after 
grace," said team leader Randy 
Schwindt, an engineering pro
fessor at Union. 

1rry Triplett, left, a member of First Baptist Church, Concord, 
JOXVille, recently received the Southern Baptist Disaster 
~lief Distinguished Service Award, presented by Terry Hen
•rson, national disaster relief director for the North American 
:ssion Board. Triplett received the honor during the 2006 
saster Relief Roundtable held recently in Arlington, Texas. 
te award recognizes Triplett's contributions through Ten
•ssee Baptist Disaster Relief. 

"Seeing the missionaries in 
action was encouraging," said 
Andy Robinette, a junior engi
neering major. "We knew that 
they were working under a plat
form that indeed served people, 
but that their motivation in 
being there was to share the 

"We had a wonderful time 
working and building relation
ships with the missionaries, the 
school children, the university 
students, and the university 
professors." a 
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All expanded gambling vvill do is 1 hurt people,' says gambler's ..,· 
By Erin Roach 
Baptist Press 

PIKEVILLE, Ky. - Suzi 
Flanagan Wright's husband 
liked to gamble every now and 
then and, early on, she'd gamble 
with him and use the winnings 
to h elp pay off her student loan. 
They regarded it as no big deal 
-th ey were just among the mil
lions of Americans who gamble 
as a hobby. 

But then things changed, 
leaving Suzi to deal with raising 
a child while her husband went 
to prison for embezzlement. She 
also faced large gambling debts 
and the ongoing challenge oflov- . 
ing an addicted gambler. 

Her struggle began innocent
ly enough. 

"One time I had left him at 
home and gone to Lexington to 
pick up his sister, and I had only 
left him with enough money to 
buy stuff for Thanksgiving din
ner," Wright, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Pikeville, said. 
"And I told him, 'I'm just leaving 
you with enough money. Don't 
you dare buy any lottery tickets.' , 

Soon after she returned from 
the 280-mile round trip, 
Wright's husband revealed that 
he had won $10,000 on a $2 lot
tery ticket, "and that got him 
hooked," she . said. The ~omen
tum of tho~e eamings propelled 
him to more frequent gambling 

at higher stakes, including trips 
to off-track betting parlors as far 
away as Charleston, W.Va. 

The temptation grew worse 
when a betting parlor, where 
numerous television scr een s 
allow gamblers to bet on various 
horse races from a central loca
tion, opened in Prestonsburg, 
Ky. Wright said when the closest 
gambling source was in 
Charleston, her husband would 
not go as often. But when one 
opened about 25 miles .from 
where he lived, the temptation 
was too great. 

Now, with two bills before the 
Kentucky legislature for the 
expansion of gambling, Wright 
fears the temptation to gamble 
will hit a little too close to home 
for more Kentucky families like 
hers. 

"It's very, very hard when you 
have a gambling addiction to not 
go. It's like if you were a diabet
ic and you couldn't have ice 
cream and you moved right 
beside Baskin-Robbins," Wright 
said. "The only Baskin-Robbins 
we've got right now is in Lexing
ton, but every time I go to Lex
ington I go to Baskin-Robbins. If 
I had one in town, I'd eat there 
every day." 

Wright said that her hus
band realized he needed to stop 
gambling and visited a psychia
trist · who prescribed a heavy 
dose of Prozac. For him, the drug 
only made the gambling worse. 

"'t went to the point where he 
started taking money at work," 
Wright said. "He opened credit 
cards in my name and ran up 
balances. He would write checks 
on me. He would do anything he 
could to get his money, and then 
he embezzled money from work 
and that wound him up in jail." 

Wright's husband spent 20 
months in prison when their son 
was just over 2 years old, and he 
missed many crucial moments 
in the child's early life, she said. 

During her husband's incar
ceration, Wright and her son 
became very involved in First 
Baptist Qhurch in Pikeville. The 
family has found comfort and 
support through the church -
support they continue to draw 
on. 

Although the prison sentence 
got Wright's husband's atten
tion, it wasn't enough to stop the 
gambling. 

"It's a hard habit to break. He 
would be the first to tell you. 
Even coniing out of jail, it was 
hard not to gamble," Wright 
said. 

To make matters worse dur
ing her husband's r ecovery, 
another off-track betting parlor 
opened in Pikeville. That means 
the temptation to gamble now is 
nearly at his doorstep, Wright 
said. 

Gambling has wrought dam
age on her family that may 
never be repaired, Wright said, 

and sometimes she lh•es 
moment to moment just trying 
to trust her husband not to · 
bring on more debt. 

"It's just been a big mess. It's 
been seven years, and I really 
don't think rm any better off:" 
she said._" ... I'm still paying on 
everything because I had to 
mortgage my home. I had to pay 
off all of those credit cards, I've 
got five and six and seven years 
left on bills. 

"What makes me so mad is it 
tak~s away from my child," she 
said. "I make really good money, 
but you'd never know I had a 
dime because I have to pay it all 
out. [My husband] isn't working. 
Nobody will hire him and it's 
just a mess. And [my son] 
doesn't understand. How do you 
explain it to a child?" 

But through it all, she hasn't 
left her husband because she 
realizes that gambling has had 
control of him rather than him 
controlling it. 

"Gambling is an illness. It's a 
sickness. It's ' no different than 
cancer," she said. "[My husband] 
and I both· have diabetes, which 
is an illness. All of these things 
happen. How would you like to 
go through something like that 
being that sick, and your spouse 
walk off just because they don't 
want to deal with it?" 

Despite claims by gambling 
supporters? Wright has seen 
firsthand that it doesn't benefit 

• 

schools. In nddition to wor 
full-time, she. volu.ntee~ oft.£ 
h er "on's e lementory sc 
because the school S.)rst.em , 
a fford to hlro people to 
them, she said. 

.. 1 don't see expanded l 
bling helping anything at • 
think all it can do is hurt 
ple," \Vright said. ". .. It 
absolut-ely ruin more lives 1 

it will help. I'm here to tell 
that." LJ 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
First Baptist Church, Mont1 
Tenn., is now accepting resu 
for a full-time pastor posl 
Please send resume to ~ 
terey First Baptist Church, 11 
Chestnut St., Monterey, 
38574. Post to the atte,ntio 
Sonny Gilpatrick. 

MINISTRY - ADMINISTRA" 
Full-time Administrator/Ass!! 
Pastor: Please send resum1 
Search Committee, First Be 
Church, P.O. Box 579, 
Campbell, AL 35581, o 
mail : moorescott@ aol.corr 

NAMB appoints presidential search and executive level policy coibmiHees 

MINISTRY - EDUCAT10 
Parkview Baptist Chl 
Alexandria, · La., seeks full
minister of education. 
resume to Minister of EduCl 
Searct:l Committee, c/o P.lt*) 
Baptist Church, 2101 MacA1 
Drlwe, Alexandria, LA 7130' 

Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - Barry 
Holcomb, chairman of the North 
American Mission Board's trus
tees, has announced appoint
ment of two committees - a 
presidential search committee 
and an executive level policy 
committee. 

The search committee, neces
sitated by the April 17 resigna
tion of NAMB president Bob 
Reccord, will be chaired by Terry 
G. Fox, pastor of Immanuel Bap
tist Church in Topeka, Kan., and 
co-chaired by David Crump of 
Broken Arrow, Okla. 

Other NAMB trustees serv
ing on the search committee are 
Bill Curtis, Florence, S.C.; Ellie 
Ficken, Montgomery, Ala.; Greg 
Faulls, Owensboro, Ky.; Barbara 
McCormick, Tigerville, S.C.; 
Michael Palmer, Salmon, Idaho; 
Ryan Palmer, Baltimore, Md.; 

Myrtle Beach 
Ocean Front 

Comer condo, smoke-free, 
pool view and lazy river. 

Cell phone: (843) 602-o466 
Home. phone: (843) 248-4561 

Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Spring Special 
2 night weekend, $160.00; 4 week

nights, $250.00 Efficiency Unit 
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good thru 5-25 

(205) 556-o368 or (205) 554-1524 

and Jeff Shirley, ·Rockwall, 
Texas. 

Larry Thomas, director of 
• 

missions for the Little Red River 
Baptist Association in Heber 
Springs, Ark. , will chair the 
executive level policy commit
tee; and the vice chairman will 
be Ron Wilson of Thousand 
Oaks, Calif. 

Additional members of the 
executive level policy committee · 
are Reva Daniel, Clinton, Miss.; 
Mack McCarthick, Lovington, 
N.M.; Tim Patterson, Jack
sonville, Fla.; Paul Pope, Bonne 
Terre, Mo.; David Tho!JlpSon, 
Old Hickory; and, Rob Rogers, 
Rincon, Ga. 

In a statement released to 

To the best of our knowledge all 
ads in the Baptist and Reflector 
represent legitimate companies 
and offerings. However, one 
should always use caution in 
res ponding to ads. 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11.08 $13.39 
35 $11.35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-BOQ-583..()970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 
Level premiums that do not increase for 
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
illustrated above. Please call for other 
ages and Female rates. 

Baptist Press, Holcomb said the 
policy committee "will be tasked 
with recommending healthy, 
accountability-focused policies 
for NAMB's next executive 
leader. This group will fulfill the 
spirit of the recommendations 
found in the Trustee Task Force 
Report adopted by the Board 
March 23, 2006." 

That 19-page report con
tained the results of a special 
trustee investigation of concerns 
expressed in denominational 
press reports critical of NAMB's. 
results, relationships, and exec
utive leadership. 

. Holcomb, pastor of Bethany 
Baptist Church in Andalusia, 
Ala., said he believes the com
mittees represent the great 
diversity of the Southem Bap
tist Convention. 

"It is my desire that all 
Southern Baptists feel they 
have representation on these 
committees, which are com
posed of laymen, ,lay women, 
and pastors from large and 
small churches, from areas of 
North Amerjca where Southem 
Baptist work is strong as well 
as new work areas," Holcomb 
said. LJ 

.. 
MINISTRY - MUSIC 

1 

Music Minister. Part-time. Bl 
ed worship. Interested pa 
send resume to Attn: Music< 
m1ttee, Wartburg, First Be 
Church, P.O. Box 241, Wartl 
TN 37887 or call ( 423) ~~ 

during business hou~s. 

MINISTRY - POSITIO~ 
Sandy Plains Baptist C~ 
seeks 2 staff members, 
pastor and a newly created 
tion of pastor to young 
and children. Anyone intorl ' 

should submit a resume to 
Sandy Plains Rd... Marietta 

Attention Ministers of Music: Dealer Representatives are 
needed in selected areas to handle product sales to church
es. Excellent earning potential with flexible hours. Send 

r- 30066, attention Gary Nur 
e-mail gary~ sandyplains.ol 

• 
resume by e-mail to gshahine@ murphyrobes.com or fax to 
(727) 526-3528. 

Carpenter Bus Sales, the f!.l:Ciu.Jive Btu Provider for 
EifeWay Church BUJeJ, not only sells buses ... we keep 
up with safety issues, legislation, regulations and 
insurance considerations ... 
dO you can ITUl.lce an informeJ purchaJe I 

FREE CD· 

If you are still transporting your Church 
members and guests in a 15-passenger 
van, and YQO're not sore about the safety 
Issues or your liabililles, let us send you a 
FREE CD entitled IS YOUR VAN SAFE? 

Request onlne: ~8.COIWaafety 
·Email: lnfoOcarpentertw• c:om 

America's 11 Church Bus Dealer 
1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 

-· 

• 

. 
MINISTRY - STUDEN 

Part-time youth minister 
tion: Energetic person to 
youth grades 6-12 in a { 
ing evangelistic Sout 
Baptist Church in Shelby 
Tenn . This position hE 
potential to become full 
Please send resume to ' 
Search , 150 Fairfield 
Shelbyville, Tenn., or e-m 
edgemontbaptist @ cafes.• 

MINISTRY- OTHER 
Part-time position: Rt 
tionistlof1ice assistant, 35 I 
per week (8 a .m.-3 p.m. 
Fri), base pay: $1 0/HR. 
Hope Baptist Church, 
mitage, Tenn. Call 88347 
mail info@ newhopeforyou.CC 
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stay~~g fit 
. t ' 

ke a virtuat·. ~ 
rney to goo~ health 

In December of 1991, a fellow employee at 
uideStone, Lou, set out from h er home in Plano, Tex. 
visit her twin sister, Mary, in Nashville, Tenn. But 
· wasn't a normal trip. Lou set out to Nashville on 

and she didn't return home to Plano for 13 years. 
No, nothing terrible happened to Lou. And she actu

Ly slept in her own bed every night. Lou's journey 
1s a "virtual one. 
When she visited Mary in person at Christmas, Lou . . 

came inspired by the fact that Mary had recently 
weight as a result of her walking routine. That 
Lou an idea. Mer she returned home to Texas, 

e mapped out a visit to Mary; walking ru:mind her 
rn neighborhood but counting the miles it would 
ke her to get to Nashville. Ltm covered the approxi
~IA:lJ.J 665 ~iles J;>y Se:ptember of that year and decid-
to keep walking. 
"At first I was just going to walk to Nashville," Lou 

. ...,. 
rUideStone 

Well ness 

said. "When I reached that goal, 
I decided to go all around the 
USA." 

After Nashville, Lou headed 
up to Maine. She even ventured 
into Canada for a bit before 
heading back down across the 
northern U.S . On her virtual 
trip, Lou visited Washington, 

and California before heading into Arizona 
Colorado and then back home to Texas. Lou's jour
totaled-9,577 miles. 

In addition to helping her control her weight, Lou 
walking is a great stress reliever for her: "I have 

ll1A111Q been fairly healthy," she ... said:"But I now have 
energy and it has been great for any stress I 

ve had over the years. When I feel stress, if I go 
~king, that goes away." , 
!~at a great way to exercise! It's so easy to get 
irted. Just choose your destination, map out your· 
l:lte and put on your walking shoes. To help you stay 
course, you might want to post a map to chart your 
gress. Your map can be a great visual to keep you 

You might also want to get your family involved. 
is is a great opportunity for a fun lesson on geogra
Y' and histery. Say you want to take a family trip to 

Grand Canyon. Learn a little about the history 
i culture of the cities along the way. When you actu
r visit a part of the country you've traveled -on your 
tual tour, your family will enjoy the cities that much 

-
!\nd what do you do when you've completed your 
p " and arnve back home? Choose a new- destination 
l start out again. Lou says, "As long as the good 
·d keeps blessing me with good h ealth, I'll keep 
llring." 0- Quintana is director of the employee weii
\S program for GuideStone Financial Resources of the 
ITnj:::~~rn Baptist Convention 

Ruth: gracious caring 
By Phil Taylor Perhaps she had made that com

Focal. Passage: Ruth 1-4 
In our lesson today, we are given 

a story that shows how "God moyes 
in a mysterious way His wonders to 
perform." It's a story for people who 
wonder where God is when there 

. are n o dreams or visions or 
prophets. It's a story for people who 
can't imagine that anything great 
could ever come of their ordinary 
lives of faith. Finally, it is a picture 
of how my relationship with (}od 
can be reflected in my relationships 
.with others, especially family. 

_ The more you ponder these 
words, (ch . ·1:15-17), the more 
amazing they become. Ruth 's com
mitment to her destitute mother
in-law is simply astonishing. First, 
it means leaving her own family 
and land. Second, it means, as far 
as she knows, a life of widowhood 
and childlessness. Third, it means 
going to an unknown land with a 
new people and new customs and 
new language. Fourth, it was a 
commitment even more radical 
than marriage: Where you d ie I will 
die and there be buried (v. 17). In 
other words, she will never return 
home, not even if Naomi dies. 

But the most amazing commit
-ment of all is this: Ruth says, Your 
God will be my· God (v. 16). Naomi 
has just said in verse 13, The hand 
of the Lord has gone forth against 
me. Naomi's experience of God was 
bitterness. But in spite of this, Ruth_ 
forsakes her religious heritage and 
makes the God of Israel her God. 

mitment years before, when her 
husband told her of the great love 
of God for Isr ael and His power at 
the Red Sea and His glorious pur
pose of peace and righteousness. 
Somehow Ruth had come to trust in 
Naomi's God in spite of Naomi's bit
ter experiences. 

Here we have a picture of God's 
ideal woman. Faith in God that sees 
beyond present bitter setbacks. 
Freedom from the securities and 
comforts of the world. Courage to 
venture into the unknown and the 
strange. Radical commitment in the 
relationships appointed by God. 

Besides meeting Boaz in chapter 
2 verses 1-7' we see the character of 
Ruth, which is going to be very cru
cial. First, we see Ruth's initiative to 
care for her mother-in-law. Notice in 
verse 2, Naomi does not command 
Ru_th to get out and work. Ruth says, 
Let me go to the field, and glean 
along the ears of grain. •Second, we 
see ~uth's humility. She knows how 
to take initiative without being pre
sumptuous. Third, we see her indus
try. She is an amazing worker. Verse 
7 continues, She has continued from 
early morning until now without 
resting even for a moment. 

Notice the merciful providence 
in verse 3: She ''happen~~ to come"? 
Ruth happened to come to Boaz's 
field because God is gracious and 
sovereign even when He is silent. 
As Proverb 16:9 says, A ·man's mind 
plans his way, but the Lord directs 
his steps. 

'l'he cloud over the heaci of Ruth 

Recognize God's ways 
By Marvin Nail 

Focal Passage: Isaiah 53:1-12 
Time and again we are sur

prised by what we call "unlikely 
heroes." These are those person s 
who have no other characteristic 
about them that would have caused 
anyone to notice them until an 
occasion arises that calls them 
forth to do something no one would 
have imagined them doing. . 

One of the characteristics of our 
God that we have never been com
fortable with is His habit of break
ing into our·lives in ways we could 
not predict. Try as we might, we 
cannot figure Him out; but must 
content ourselves with accepting 
that His ways are not th e same as 
ours,-and that is a very good thing. 
Who could imagine the person? 

' 
(53:1-3) 

Our passage for this Sunday is 
one of the "suffering servant" pas
sages of Isaiah. In this one as with 
the others, scholars differ about 
who the servant is. Some see him as 
the nation of Israel, others as the 
prophet himself. However, for the 
believer this passage appears to 
describe the ultimate suffering ser
vant, J esus Christ. 

As Isaiah describes this servant 
we are struck by the seeming sad
ness of his life and his incredible 
misfortune. Because of all his trou
bles no one wanted to be identified 
with him. He was the quintessen
tial loser. Who in the world would 
have selected such a representa
tive? Only One in heaven would 

have found him useful. · That 
thought c~ give hope to any of us. 

Who could imagine the 
method? (vv. 4-6) 

Those who were witnesses to the 
life of the servant easily assumed 
that he was suffering because he 
had greatly offended the God of 
heaven and was being terri~ly pun
ished for it: 

NAIL 

However, in a 
way beyond our 
comprehension, 
his anguish was 
not for his own 
wrongs but for 
the wrongs of oth
ers. His suffering 
was ours to bear. 
The bruises and 
humiliation were 

rightly ours, and yet God chose to 
put it on the shoulders of this ser
vant. The prophet, along with the 
rest of us, seems in awe of God and 
His chosen one. 

Who could imagine the 
sacrifice? (vv. 7-9) 

This is not a sacrifice like the 
ones offered by the Temple priests 
throughout the Old Testament. 
This was not an animal "without 
spot or blemish." Instead, this was 
a man without sin. 

He was treated like the vilest of 
sinners, though He was a lamb pre
pared for slaughter. Through all 
His agony he offered. no word of 
complaint because He understood 
that He was carrying out the pur
pose of God. 

One word of caution must be 

Sunday Scnoollesson 
family Bihle Series 

May7 

and Boaz is big with mercy, and 
breaks with blessing on their heads 
in chapter 4 verse 13. So Boaz took 
Ruth and she became his wife; the 
Lord gave her conception, and she 
bore a son. But notice how the focus 
in chapter 4 verses 14-17 is not on 
Ruth at all, nor 
on Boaz. The 
focus is on Naomi 
and the child . 
Why? To show 
that it was not 
true, what Naomi 
had said in chap
ter 2 verse 21, 
that the Lord had TAYLOR 
brought her back 
empty from Moab. And if we could 
just learn to wait and trust in God, 
all our complaints against God 

. would prove untrue. 
The point of Ruth's book is that 

the life of the godly is not a straight 
line to glory, but they do get there. 
The story began with Naomi's loss.lt 
ends with Naomi's gain. It began with 
death and ends with birth. Thanks, 
Ruth, for helping us see the signposts 
of the grace of God in our lives, and to 
help us trust His grace even when the 
clouds are so thick that we can't see 
the road, let alone the signs on the 
side. 0 - Taylor is director of missions 
for Bradley County Baptist Association, 
l:leadquartered in Cleveland. 

Sunday School Lesson 
Explo1'8 the Bihle 

May7 

added here. 'rhis sacrifice for the 
"iniquities of us all" does not pro
vide an automatic atonement. 
Rather, it must be appropriated to 
each individual the way a person 
laid h ands on the sacrificial animal 
indicating that he was taking that 
sacrifice for his own. 

Who could imagine the 
reward? (vv. 9-12) 

Contrary to the cries of the mob 
that the true servant, Jesus of 
Nazareth, should demonstrate His 
identity by stepping down from His 
suffering on the cross, the servant 
in Isaiah's prophecy is vindicated 
only after his death. 

In terms that surely the prophet 
did not comprehend, he spoke of the 
servant seeing things after his 
death that surely bear a shadow of 
belief in a r esurrection. He will be 
able to "see" the results of his obedi
ence in the lives of those he has 
delivered, and he will be glad. 

Similar to the hymn to Christ in 
Philippians chapter 2, this servant 
is exalted because of His obedience 
to the command of God. His posi
tion after suffering death is to be 
lifted higher than before and be 
honored by all the righteous. ':1 -
Nail is a former pastor and current 
member of First Baptist Church, 
Nashville. He is an employee of 
UfeW&y Christian Resources. 

I 

• 
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Leaders 
+ Don Dixon, pastor, 

Highland Baptist Church, 
Tullahoma, has retired after 
serving the church fo; more 
than 21 years, effective April 
23. He also has been pastor of 
churches in Kentucky, West 
Germany, North Carolina, 
Louisiana, and Tennessee. 

Dixon was a 
member of 
the board of 
trustees of 
Belmont 
University, 
Nashville , 
from 1990-
2005. He DIXON 
serves ·on the 

boa!d of Harton Hospital, 
Tullahoma, and was co
founder of Highland Rim 
Habitat for Humanity. Dixon 
preached the 1996 annual ser
mon of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention annual meeting. 
He is a graduate of George
town College, Georgetown, Ky., 
and Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky. He and his wife, Vicky, 
plan to retire in Tullahoma. 
He is available for supply 
preaching and interim min
istry. 

+ Oaklawn Baptist Ch~ 
Jackson, has called Richard 
W. Owens of Jackson as its 
pastor. 

+ Gath Baptist Church, 
McMinnville, ordained Steve 
Littleton, minister of music 
and youth, to the ministry on 
April 23. 

+ College Street Baptist 
Church, Tullahoma, has called 
Jim Growden as minister of 
visitation and outreach. 

Churches 
+ First Baptist Church, 

Mountain City, honored 13 
members who are 90 years old 
or older with a party April 30. · 

+ West Jackson Ba~tist 
Church, Jackson, sponsored 
an 18-member construction 
mission team to Pascagoula, 
Miss., where they helped 
rebuild Ingalls Avenue Baptist 
Church and 4omes in the com
munity damaged by last fall's 
hurricanes. The team served 
April 2>!-29. 

+ Harmony Baptist 
Church, Whiteville, will 
hoid revival May 7-12. Danny 
Sinquefield, pastor, Faith 
Baptist Church,. Bartlett, will 

MEMBERS OF H~RMITAGE HILLS Baptist Church, Hermitage, 
who are disaster relief v91unteers helped victims of April 7 torna
dos which struck north ot Nashville. About 72 members served in 
the Goodlettsville area _April 8-22, reported Paul Brady, disaster 
relief coordinator of the church. They began by responding to the 
need of fellow disaster relief volunteer and church member, Chris . . 
Marshal. "When the chain saws began roaring to life, the neighbors.. 
who needed help began showing up to ask (or our help," said 
Brady. Church workers also helped coordinate the work of chain 
saw units from Tusculum Hills Baptist Church, Nashville, and 
Nashville Baptist Association. They may continue work by remov
ing damaged trees in a cemetery. . 

speak and Terry Easley, music 
minister, Faith Church, will 
lead the mus ic. For more infor
mation, call (731) 254-8746 or 
(731) 780-2001. 

+ Gath Baptist Church, 
McMinnville, will host a 
pray"er revival, Sunday -
Wednesday, May 21-24, with 
special guest Don Pierson, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
prayer strategist. Sunday 
services will be at 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m. Weekday services are at 
6:30 p.m. For information, call 
(931) 934-2655 or visit 
www.gathbaptist.org. 

+ Chewalla Baptist 
Church, Ramer, will hold a 
homecoming, Sunday, May 7, 
during the worship service at 
10:45 p.m. Following a noon 
meal, "4 by Faith" a Southern 
Gospel group, will present a 
concert beginning at 1:15 p.m. 

+ Fairview .Baptist 
Tabernacle Church, Tellico 
Plains, recently sponsored a 
36-member construction mis
sion trip to help rebuild East 
Ridge Baptist Church in Lake 
Charles, La., which was dam
aged by last fall's hurricanes. 

Associations 
+ Fayette· Baptist Asso

ciation, Som'erville, will 
sponsor a mission trip June 
17-24 to Pass C!u'istian, Miss., 
to help rebuild homes for hur
ricane victims. The association 
also will host an Outside 
Baptismal Service Sunday, 
May_21, at 3 p.m. in-the Kroger 
parking lot in Oakland. Each 
church tnay baptize new 

I 

Christians and new Baptists 
at the service. 

+ The Senior Citizens of 
Haywood Baptist Asso
ciation, Brownsville, will 
meet May 11, 'nlursday, at 1~ 
a.m. at Brownsville Baptist 
Church, Brownsville. John 
Adams, p~stor, East Union 
Baptist Church, Jackson, will 
speak. 

+ Cumberland Baptist 
Association, Clarksville, 
will offer an Associational 
Vacation Bible School Music 
Clinic Friday, May 5, at 
Spring Creek Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Call the associ
ation office for information at 
(931) 358-9036. 

+A 12-member team from 
Hardeman County Baptist 
Association, Bolivar, served 
April 8 at Restoration Ranch 
in Tuscumbia, Ala., where they 
helped in the renovation of a 
building. Restoration Ranch is 
a Christian-based alcohol aRd 
drug rehabilitation program . 

+ The Baptist Collegiate 

TenneScene • 

' 

SENIOR ADULTS of Oak Hill Baptist Church, Fayetteville, Bre I 

ored on the church's Senior Saints Day. April 23, during the m 
ing worship service. The event recognized members who an 
years old and older. A luncheon was held in their honor. 

Ministry, University of 
Tennessee - Knoxville, will 
sponsor a mission trip to Pass 
Christian, Miss., where they 
will work in hurricane relief 
work on the Gulf Coast. It will 
be Wednesday - Sunday, May 
10-14. 

Statewide 
Events 

+ The Tennessee Baptist 

Convention will sponsor S 
Simultaneous Revivah 

' Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, ~ 
. 25-0ct. 3 to support • 
Tennessee/Rio Baptist F 
nership. At leas·t 30 tean 
three volunteers ru·e need• 

- share the gospel through 
sonal evangelism, home vi 
tion, music, and worship ~ 

ices. For information and 
contact Heather Wilson ol 
TBC before the July 15 d 
line at (800) 558-2090 t 
2061, (615) 371-2061, or ~ ... 
son@tnbaptist.org. 

MEN FROM HOLSTON VALLEY Baptist Association, Roge~ 
joined with men from two churches in Kingsport and a 
West Virginia to serve in Mississippi the last week of March 
hurricane victims. The 30-man team worked with 
Baptist Church in Biloxi, Miss., doing construction on the 
building and homes in the area. The men replaced the roofs 
houses and cleaned yards of brush and downed trees. 
·removed a total of 30 trees from three homes. Some also ao -- -
panied the paStOr On ViSitS and hOSpital ViSitS, reported I 

Parrott, direct9r of missions. IN PHOTO ABOVE, Gary Gert 
pastor, First Baptist Church, Church Hill, works on the roof 
house with other team members. 

• 


