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empers fo return to mlermll'l nul missions work

The Kempers will work in
church planting and evangel-
ism in rural areas of Costa
Rica. They will live in the cap-
ital city of San Jose, which has
about one million residents.

Locallinternational
missions

Kemper wants to assure
nanian. He and his wife, Tennesseans that he is not
hy, served as Southern going to a better missions
ytist missionaries in Roma- field.

“What we do over there is
not more important than what
we do here. It is all equally

:{rst and Reflector

|"RENTON — Mike Kem-

¥ is making some dramatic
nges in his life.

e is trying to learn Span-

although he joked, “I had a

d enough time with Eng-

. He also speaks and reads

‘he couple have sold their
se and are giving a lot of

He saw associational lead-
ers catch a vision for missions
work through strategy plan-
ning.

The association has sent a
total of 40 teams to Romania
in six years. Other partner-
ships have been with Native
Americans in Nebraska: Cen-
tral Baptist Association,
Michigan; and Oaxaca, Mexi-
CO.

Just last year the associa-
tion sent four teams to Roma-
nia, three teams to Michigan,
three teams to Mexico, and one

important.”
He learned that very valu-

\gs away and selling oth-

MIKE KEMPEH director of missions, Gibson County Baptist Asso-
ciation, based in Trenton, sits in his office in the association’s office

to Nebraska.
The association also began

‘aking only suitcases, they
. move to Costa Rica in
ober where they initially
live with a Costa Rican
Jl,y__to immerse themselves
he Spanish language.
Semper, director of mis-
18, Gibson County Baptist
ociation based here, is
ging forward to the new
tlenges though he is sad to
e his family and friends in
it Tennessee, where he has
‘ed for seven years.
'hough 56, Kemper is look-
forward to “reassignment”
ler than “retirement.” he

his is possible mostly
tuse of the good health God

able lesson, said Kemper,
when he and Kathy left Roma-
nia after six years. Because
they didn’t leave to respond to
a particular crisis, people
asked them why they would
leave such an important and
needy area of missions work as
the new Europe, which then
included countries rejecting
Communism after the fall of
the Soviet Union.

“Missions is just as impor-
tant in Gibson County as it is
in Romania,” said Kemper.

The key to missions strate-
gy, he explained, is to follow
Acts 1:8. It directs Christians
to do missions locally, regional-
ly, and internationally. Finally,
the verse directs Christians to

building.

do it all at the same time, said
Kemper.

“If we wait until we get it
done here we’ll never go.”

He also has come to another
conclusion from his missions
journey. He referred to holding
Romanian orphans in his arms
and singing to them, trying to
help street children in
Bucharest who lived in sewers,
learning of the struggles of
gypsies in Romania, and see-
ing malnourished children in
Africa.

Americans have so much
more than most people in the
world, said Kemper. Does that
mean that God loves us more?

No, he assured. But because
Americans have been given
much, “much is required,” he
said, referring to Scripture.

“God “has blessed America
and blessed us for the purpose
of touching the world,” stated
Kemper.

Proud of association

One reason he came back to
Tennessee from Romania and
is at peace with leaving again
is what he has seen the associ-
ation accomplish, said Kem-
per, and what he believes they
will continue to accomplish.

The first year he was DOM
he led five teams of volunteers
to serve in Romania.

to work with the North Ameri-
can Mission Board and Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention to
help lead the Mississippi River
Ministry of Southern Baptists.
Randy Pool was added to the
association staff to lead it.

The association helped
start Christian Women’s Job
Corps and a crisis pregnancy
center. It developed a block
party trailer and disaster
relief chain saw trailer.

Since last fall volunteers
from Gibson County Associa-
tion have joined eight teams
serving Gulf Coast hurricane
victims. Association volun-
teers also served local resi-
dents in April, when eight peo-
— See Kemper, page 4

given the couple and God’s

VBS underway in Tennessee churches
stor Jerry Jones of Hillhurst Baptist Church, Nashville, stands with the
wolay his congregation developed for the “Arctic Edge” Vacation Bible
‘hool theme. Hillhurst is one of hundreds of Tennessee Baptist church-
which are holding VBS this summer. Vacation Bible School traditional-
is one of the best evangelistic tools churches use in reaching children
d youth with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Commentary

TBC web site enables paper to
deliver late-breaking news stories

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor
Baptist and Reffector

BRENTWOOD — Being a weekly news-
paper can have its limitations when it comes
to getting out the latest news quickly.

The Internet, however, has provided an
alternative when a story needs to be told
before the next issue rolls around.

That was especially evident last week.
The Baptist and Reflector goes to press on
Mondays around 5 p.m. Before we sent the
paper to the press on Monday, June 5, we
heard through the grapevine that Nashville
pastor Jerry Sutton might become a candi-
date for the presidency of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. It was too late to get it con-
firmed, so we could not write a story.

Sutton announced his candidacy the next
day through Baptist Press. Even though our
print edition was “in the mail.” we were still
able to distribute the story or: the Tennessee
Baptist Convention web site at www.tnbap-
tist.org.

While we have advocated web site as a

source for late-breaking news, we have not
fully utilized it. We hope to do more updates
in the future when the need arises.

In addition to the Sutton story last week,
we also ran’ a story informing messengers
planning to attend the SBC annual meeting
in Greensboro, N.C., of road work through
the mountains in North Carolina that would
detour messengers traveling on Interstate
40,

This week, much of the news that hap-
pens at the SBC will oceur after our print
deadline. Next week’s issue will contain
extensive coverage, but we encourage our
readers to check our web site. We will post a
story on the SBC eiection on June 14 and
possibly other stories as needed.

We want and need Tennessee Baptists
who will subscribe to our print edition
because it helps “pay the bills.” We are
grateful, however, to have an alternative to
get the news out in a more timely fashion

Visit the TBC web site and discover all
that it has to offer in addition to the Baptist
and Reflector. O
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Roy Fish named
interim president
aft NAMB

Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, GQGa.
Trustees of the Southern Bap-
tist North American Mission
Board have called seminary
evangelism professor Roy J.
Fish to serve as the agency's
interim president.

Fish has accepted the call
and will begin his part-time
responsibilities next week at
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion annual meeting,

Fish serves as distinguished
professor of evangelism at
Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas, where he has taught
evangelism for more than 41
years.

Approval to call Fish came
during a special trustee meet-
ing by telephone June 8. The
vote was unanimous.

Board chairman Bill Curtis
told trustees there are several
reasons he has “confidence in
Dr. Fish’s ability to faithfully
serve NAMB and Southern
Baptists during this season of
transition.”

“Roy Fish has served as
interim pastor of some of our
most historic churches and
brings a wealth of experience
to this position,” Curtis, pastor
of Cornerstone Baptist Church
in Florence, S.C., wrote in a

message to fellow trustees.

“Dr. Fish also has the ability
to connect relationally with
people in times of change and
will be able to minister to both
our NAMB staff and state part-
ners. ... And, Roy Fish is syn-
onymous with evangelism —
the key ministry focus of
NAMB. He will be effective in
leading us back to the place
where evangelism is at the
forefront of all we do.” O

Tennessee court
hears argumentis

on amendment
Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — The
Tennessee Supreme Court
heard oral arguments June 7 in
a lawsuit that could keep that
state’s proposed constitutional
marriage amendment off the
ballot in November.

At issue is whether the
state legislature which
placed the amendment on the
ballot —published the text of
the amendment in time as
required by the state constitu-
tion. Constitutional amend-
ments in Tennessee must pass
the legislature in two consecu-
tive sessions. According to the
state constitution, an amend-
ment, after passing the first
time, must “be published six
months” prior to the election of
the next legislature. The Amer-

national news

Welch reflects on his SBC presidén

Baptist Press

GREENSBORO, N.C.

' Admitting the Southern Bap-

tist Convention will never be
without struggles, Bobby Welch
pledged to “give the best of the
rest” of his life to urging and

' encouraging Southern Baptists

to focus on evangelism.
“I have considered all other

' options and there is nothing in

existence today — all of us will

| die and our children will die,

before we will ever again see
any organization or organism

' [such] as the SBC with its
| potential to change the world,”

Welch said. “There is nothing to
compare with it.”

Insisting he was not brag-
ging, Welch said he is humble
and appreciative of what God
has done with the SBC.

But Baptists’ best efforts
are yet needed so that “not only
have we reclaimed the inerran-
cy of the Scripture, but that we
reclaimed the Great Commis-

' sion of that inerrant Scrip-
| ture,” Welch said in a wide-

ranging interview with the
Florida Baptist Witness in late
April.

Welch, 63, announced his
retirement May 28 from the
pastorate of First Baptist
Church in Daytona Beach, Fla.,
effective Aug. 27 when he’ll
assume the role of pastor emer-
itus.

In reflecting on his service
as SBC president at this junc-
ture in the convention’s history,
Welch said it was “Godrarrang-
ing things for such a time as
this,” citing the Annual Church
Profile report which says the
number of Southern Baptists

churches declined by 11 per-
cent between 2004 and 2005
and circumstances at the
North American Mission Board
prompted a change in its lead-
ership.

“It’s no wonder that I think
God was preparing to sort of
try and bridge the gap and fill
in the blank during these
struggling
times,” Welch
said of his
leadership
and emphasis
on evangel-
1Sm.

Providing
practical
advice for
how Southern
Baptists should approach prob-
lems and differences of opinion,
Welch said “this convention
must learn to play hurt ...
[and] fight wounded.

“We must become specialists
at solving our problems while
at the same time moving
toward our objective,” Welch
said. “We have fallen into the
trap too often where ... we all
shut down everything and run
to the problem and obsess on
the problems ... . We have to
learn to stay on the high
ground and solve our problems
as we move along.”

Responding to questions
about the role of the SBC pres-
ident in helping the SBC
boards and entities work
through their various chal-
lenges, Welch said any presi-
dent would be “duty bound” to
look out for the best interests of
the convention, but going
beyond praying for those
involved and being available

WELCH

for questions and conv

‘might be considered intrusive

Welch responded to qui
tions of his view of the nes
International Mission Boag
guidelines on

and we have to trust that s
let them work,” said Welel
adding he expects messengen
will discuss the situation at t
SBC meeting. "

Drawing on the issue @
evangelism, Welch said M
admits to having been '
minded about the issue durip
his two years as president,

“I plead guilty,” he quipped
“There are a number of othe
issues and I've not beg
unaware of those and I haw
tagged base on a number ¢
things along the way, but
have, in every one of them
always drawn a straigh
bright line to reaching peopk
I carried thousands of hundre
dollar bills to the Gulf Coas
and gave them out, but I neye
gave any of them out that
didn’t connect them with
gospel.

“l tried to be that fi
and consistent with eve

I did this year, because I ape |

ate under the absolute convi
tion that we do nof have or
problem as a convéntien or
chugeh that soul-winning w)

am involved with —
where along the line,
gonna be a line connects
that and evangelism.” 0

ican Civil Liberties Union —
which brought the suit — con-
tends that wasn’t done and
that it wasn’t published in
newspapers until June 20,
2004. The election was Nov. 2
of that year —less than six
months later.

But the Tennessee attorney
general, as well as a lawyer for
the conservative legal group
Alliance Defense Fund, con-
tend the amendment was pub-
lished on the Internet before
June 20 and that news about
the amendment had been
broadcast on TV and radio
news across the state months
prior to that date. ,

“Once it was put on the web
site, media outlets published
it,” ADF attorney Byron
Babione told the justices,
according to the Nashville City
Paper.

The amendment would
prevent state courts from
forcing Tennessee to recog-
nize “gay marriages” from
other states.

The Volunteer State is one
of seven states scheduled to
vote on amendments this
year. Alabama, one of those

seven, passed its amendment
June 6. ]

Ala. voters pass

m. amendment
Baptist Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala.
Perhaps - demonstrating that

—_—

the protection of the definition—

of marriage should not be a
partisan issue, 81 percent of

Alabama voters June 6
approved a state constitutional
marriage amendment — an

amendment that was placed on
the ballot by the legislature
and sponsored by two Democ-
rats.

The amendment won handi-
ly in every county, making
Alabama the 20th state to
adopt a constitutional mar-
riage amendment. Those_ 20
amendments have been adopt-
ed with an average of 71 per-
cent of the vote.

Only Mississippi — which
passed an amendment in
2004 with 86 percent of the
vote — surpassed Alabama’s
tally.

“This cultural issue tran-

scended mere partisan p
tics,” Michael Ciamarra, '
president of the pro-fan
Alabama Policy Institute,
Baptist Press. “This truly

an issue of our shared comi
values.

“That [81 percent] is by
measure an astounding vicl

The people of Alabi
spoke very, very loudly.”

The legislature passed
amendment last year, altht
it required voter approva
breezed through the Ser
30-0, and the House, 85
was sponsored by two De
rats, state Rep. Yusuf Sal
and state Sen. Hi
Mitchem.

The amendment prev
Alabama courts from fo
the state to recognize “gay
riages,” civil unions, or do
tic partnerships from ¢
states. It also prevents A
ma courts from legalizing!
unions in the state. “Gay
riage” is legal in Mass!
setts, while same-sex
unions are recognized i
necticut and Vermont. C8
nia has same-sex dom
partnerships. 0
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LATIN — Though:she
t even a member of First
ist Church here, a person
d be hard pressed to find
sone more loved and
eciated than Jan
hens.
he knows everyone,” says
»r Larry Yarborough of the
who .has served at First
ist Church for 50 years.
mugh he has been pastor
nly eight months, Yarbor-

recognized quickly what
sset she was to his min-

and to those who served
e him.

11 the pastors she has
ed with think the world of
he said.
ephens’ last day in the
1+ was June 8. And on Sun-
June 11, the church recog-
. her for her 50-year min-

ulatin Mayor Don Wright
nted her with “Keys to
ity” and proclaimed June
3 “Jan Stephens Day” in
(tin. State representative
McDonald presented
hens with an official
amation from the Ten-
se State Legislature.
addition, church mem-
f presented her and her
and, Charles, with an
nses-paid trip to Pennsyl-
. She also was given a
,--!screen television and
'y wood stand, and a lap-
ymputer so she can stay in
I with younger family
sers through e-mail.
rmer FBC pastors Harold
and Jim Fitch spoke dur-
tribute service and let-
of congratulation were
rom James Porch, execu-
lirector of the Tennessee
st Convention; Morris
man, president of the

it Press

WSHINGTON The
d States Senate rejected
7 an attempt to amend
>onstitution to protect
age, with supporters
1g only one vote in the
r two years since their
recent effort.
er two full days of
>, Senators voted 49-48
rocedural move to bring
Marriage Protection
dment (MPA) to the floor
1 up-or-down vote. The
aver, known as “invoking
e, required 60 votes to
>d, however. If the
lment had reached the
t would have needed 67
a two-thirds majority, to

iring after 50 years of ministry
allatin FBC secretary has been

JAN STEPHENS gets some fast minute instructions from Larry
Yarborough, pastor of First Baptist Church, Gallatin, on her final
day in the office. Stephens is retiring after serving the Gallatin con-
gregation for 50 years as church secretary.

Southern Baptist Convention
Executive Committee; and
Thom Rainer, president of Life-
Way Christian Resources.

Stephens is embarrassed by
all the attention she has
received regarding her retire-
ment. Everyone has made “me
feel so special,” she said.
Stephens, however, wants to
make sure God gets all the
glory and not her.

“I give the Lord the credit
for everything,” she said with
all sincerity.

Not bad for someone who
accepted the position in 1956
on a “three-month” trial basis
and a salary of $40 a week.

Stephens is convinced God
opened the door for her to
minister at First Baptist
Church.

She was serving as a secre-
tary with the Sumner County
Extension Office when a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church
came into the office. During
the course of their conversa-
tion he mentioned First Bap-
tist was looking for a secretary

Both Tennessee senators
(Lamar Alexander and Bill
Frist) voted for the amend-
ment.

In July 2004, 48 senators
supported ending debate and
holding a vote on the proposal.
Fifty senators voted against
“invoking cloture.” The addi-
tion of only one vote came
despite the Republican Party’s
gain of four Senate seats in the
2004 election.

The MPA, S.J. Res. 1, would
define marriage as the union
of a man and a woman in an
attempt to protect the institu-
tion against continuing legal
efforts to legalize “gay mar-
riage.”

So far, Massachusetts is the
only state to have legalized
“gay marriage,” but amend-

and asked if she would be
interested.

Stephens said she would
and she was eventually hired
as the church’s only secretary
under then pastor Jim Craine.

Since then she has served
with five other pastors (Allen,
Fitch, Yarborough, Phil Cooley,
and Mark Drake).

All were “wonderful, good
people” who were interested in
“winning the lost and serving
the Lord,” she recalled, adding

that she felt each minister had
a specific reason for being at

the church during the time
they served.

Stephens served as the
church’s only secretary for 17
years before additional secre-
taries were employed. Until
1991 Stephens served a dual
role as financial and pastor’s
secretary. They decided the two
positions needed to be split.
Stephens was given a choice
and chose to serve as the pas-
tor’s secretary.

She kept up with the times
as she progressed from her

ment supporters predict
courts will continue to expand
marriage to include homosexu-
al couples unless a federal
amendment 1s ratified to
address the problem. High
courts in New Jersey, New
York, and Washington appear
poised to legitimize same-sex
unions before the end of the
year.

Despite the Senate setback,
the House of Representatives
intends to vote on the proposal
in July, Majority Leader John
Boehner, R.-Ohio, told
reporters.

“This is an issue that is of
significant importance to
many Americans,” Boehner

said, according to The Wash-

ington Post.
“We have significant num-

— national /

sTATE News

’blessed beyond measure’

DURING THE JUNE 11 morning worship service at First Bapnsr

Church, Gallatin, Jan Stephens was given a proclamation from the
Tennessee State Legislature, Senate, and office of the governor by
Mike McDonald, right, state representative. Standing with Stephens

is husband, Charles.

original Royal manual type-
writer to an electric version,
and finally the computer age.

She noted methods changed
over the years which made the
work easier, but it did not
change the nature of her task.

“I was here to be a help to
the ministry and to the pastor.
In that sense, the job never
changed,” she said.

Throughout the years she
always viewed her work as a
ministry. “I have never been an
8 a.m.-4 p.m. secretary,” she
said.

Stephens witnessed years
when the church prospered,
particularly in the late 1950s
and early 1960s when the Ten-
nessee Valley  Authority
brought a lot of new growth
into the area. She also wit-
nessed some lean years and
that is what has impressed her
most about First Baptist and
its members.

“The church has withstood
the good times and the bad
times. It has done well with its

bers of our members who want
a vote on this, so we are going
to have a vote.”

An amendment requires
approval by a two-thirds
majority in each house of Con-
gress before it goes to the
states. Three-fourths of the
states must pass an amend-
ment before it becomes part of
the Constitution.

Afterward, amendment
advocates expressed regret at
the vote but promised to keep
working for its ratification.

Acknowledging he is “dis-
appointed,” President Bush
said in written remarks, “My
position on this issue is
clear: Marriage is the most
fundamental institution of
our society, and it should not
be redefined by activist

ministry,” she said.

She is excited about the
future of the church. “Right
now it is in better shape than
it has been in a long, long
time,” she observed.

Stephens is grateful for the
opportunities she had to minis-
ter and be a part of her “sec-
ond” church family. Over the
years she maintained her
membership at Hollis Chapel
Baptist Church, Portland.

“I've been blessed beyond
measure,” Stephens said, not-
ing she developed many close

friendships with FBC mem-
bers.

She has no real plans for
her retirement years, other
than to spend more time with
her husband, two children
(Glenda and Robert), and three
grandchildren.

Stephens will look to the
future with the same philoso-
phy that brought her from the
past to present day. “I've
depended on the Lord all of my
life.,” O

judges. The people must be
heard on this issue.”

Richard Land, president of
the Southern Baptist Ethics &
Religious Liberty Commission,
told Baptist Press, “Defenders
of marriage owe a debt of grat-
itude to Majority Leader Bill
Frist and the other senators
who insisted over the objec-
tions of many of their col-
leagues on both sides of the
aisle that this issue come to
the floor for a vote. They
should also draw encourage-
ment that we did get one more
vote than in 2004.7

Frist said in a written
statement, “We must continue
fighting to ensure the Consti-
tution is amended by the will
of the people rather than by

judicial activism.” O




Page 4 /| B&R / June 14, 2006~

Dewey Dunn, Roy Renfro

Nashville physicians serve at Ghanaian Baphst hospit

By Connie Davis Bushey
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Roy Renfro and
Dewey Dunn, Nashville physicians, saw a
lot of healing while serving recently at
the Baptist Medical Centre in Nalerigu,
Ghana.

But they also saw a lot of death.

The two physicians served there to
relieve Danny Crawley, Southern Baptist
missionary and physician, to take a 10-
day vacation. Crawley will not be able to
take another vacation for six months,
explained Renfro, retired general sur-
geon and member of Forest Hills Baptist
Church, Nashville. The staff of the med-
ical centre is struggling because of the
absence of George Faile III, missionary
physician who is in the states with his
wife who has cancer.

The need is so great there, explained
Renfro, that he and Dunn started treat-
ing Ghanaians minutes after they
arrived. Dunn is a gastroenterologist and
member of Woodmont Baptist Church,
Nashville.

The centre draws many patients
because it is located many miles from the
capital city of the country, Accra, so it
meets the needs of many isolated and
poor Africans, explained Renfro.

He and his wife, Carolyn, a nurse,
have served on many mission efforts over
the past 20 years. Renfro has served in
Guatemala, Tanzania, Mexico, Vene-
zuela, Portugal, Honduras, Brazil,
Kenya, Sierra Leone, England, and Chile,
sometimes several times. Renfro has
done health care work, but also evangel-

ism and construction. He's a woodworker
by hobby. This was only the second time
he has served as a surgeon for a majonty
of the time, but he was needed, he
explained.

Dunn, a veteran missions volunteer,
also was needed though he is not a sur-
geon. Dunn has served on about 80 trips.
He learned of the need for relief doctors
for the centre through the Baptist Med-
ical Dental Fellowship.

Dunn and Renfro have known each
other for about 35 years and been prayer
partners for nearly all of that time. They
left with the blessing of their wives, they
said, and enjoyed a spiritual retreat
while in Ghana.

Southern Baptist

Renfro said Baptists can be very
proud of their investment in the Baptist
Medical Centre in Nalerigu. It is the
area’s biggest employer, providing jobs to
about 200 people. Many of the nurses live
on the centre’s compound. Only one of the
staff not considering the doctors has a
car, noted Renfro. Staff members make
about $40 a month. Staff also teach
health classes as preventative measures.

Chaplains serve as a witness to
patients and family members. As a
result, 72 churches or preaching points
are located in the area.

The hospital has about 100 beds. The
only areas air conditioned are the operat-
ing and delivery rooms although the tem-
perature was about 100 degrees each day:.

The hospital is staffed by four South-
ern Baptist missionary health care work-
ers. They are helped by volunteers, med-
ical residents, and

ROY RENFRO, left, retired surgeon of Nashville, stands with

some vacation.

Danny Crawley, missionary physician, and Jane Paysinger, mis-
sionary pharmacist, of the Baptist Medical Centre, Nalerigu,
Ghana. Renifro and Dunn relieved Crawley so he could take

Tennessee news

- L —
i

medical students from the United States.
The work

Dunn and Renfro treated many
patients with diseases which are common
there but uncommon to many Americans.
They saw patients with elephantiasis,
meningitis, tuberculosis, hepatitis,
rabies, typhoid, AIDS, and malaria.
Thankfully, the hospital has an isolation
ward for infectious patients. It also has
homes where tuberculosis patients can
live for lengthy periods of time required
to treat that disease.

Dr. Renfro repaired some ruptured
bowel which i1s a result of typhoid. He
removed some tumors. Some he couldn’t
operate on because the anesthesiologist
who administers general anesthesia
wasn’t available.

Renfro also performed C-sections to
deliver babies and treated appendicitis.
He and Dunn treated a lot of snake bite

DEWEY DUNN, gastroenterologist of Nashville, pauses with
Megan Shaw, medical student from Virginia, during their work
at the Baptist Medical Centre in Nalerigu, Ghana.

— Continued from page 1

the contrary, everything is right. to

international missions in

PATIENTS WAIT TO BE rreated and famfiy members of parrenrs stand in front
Baptist Medical Centre in Nalerigu, Ghana.

victims and abscesses resulting
wounds.

Renfro was asked by surgical t
cians to repair a pastor’s hernia. Th
tor was healing well when they le
Tennesseans reported. The request
compliment to Renfro on his tech
said Dunn.

They met a mother who had tr
many miles from her village by bu
an ill baby and another child. She g
and Dr. Dunn saw the baby take a
of breaths and die.

“Nothing could be done,” said
“It was too late.”

The staff offered to bury the ¢l
the hospital compound. The 3
refused, explaining she wanted t
the child at home.

Dunn and Renfro gave her $60
and her child could travel home b

The doctors and the staff saw 8
one or two people die each.day.

But they were blessed by the ar &
Africans vhen they received ant
bite venom or treatment for an ¢}
said Renfro.

“I'm glad I lived long enough |
Africa,” said Dunn. He especially |
worshiping with the Ghanaians |8
church services he and Renfro af |
“They might be poor economica |
they are rich spiritually,” said Du

“The people seemed to be so a] &
tive,” said Renfro. Their “living &
tions” which they can’t control §
many of their health problems, hi i

Renfro admitted he was exj#
serious diseases, but he’s old en
think he would “probably die (8
thing else.”

“There’s so much that need @
done,” Renfro added. He is con @
returning. O *

—

tough time, said Kem &

ple were killed by tornados.

“Our people have responded
in just terrific ways,” said Kem-
per.

He noted Gibson County
Association has 53 churches, but
about 60 percent of them have
less than 100 in Sunday morn-
ing worship service. The associa-
tion is located in northwest Ten-
nessee.

Another illustration of Kem-
per’s involvement in missions is
one of the last things he will do
as DOM — lead an association
team to Romania June 15-24.
His last official day as DOM will
be July 15.

Kemper said he is not leaving
because of any frustration. “On

That is why I can leave.”

The couple is participating in
“the continuing journey that the
Lord has called us to,” he added.

Personal journey

Kemper credited Tennessee
Baptists with opening his eyes
to missions. From Arkansas
where he graduated from Oua-
chita  Baptist  University,
Arkadelphia, Ark., he moved to
Tennessee to serve churches
full-time. He served Child’s
Memorial Baptist Church, Har-
riman; White Hall Baptist
Church, Trenton; and Green
River Baptist Church, Waynes-
boro. Kathy, the former Kathy
Woody, is from Kingston.

Mike said he was introduced

1982 as he participated in the
Tennessee/Upper Volta (now
Burkina Faso) Project.

While operating a bulldozer
to form a lake and a dam there,
God “opened my eyes and
changed my life and I’'ve never
been the same,” said Kemper.

He also participated in Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention or
state association projects in
Mexico, France, and Romania.

He said the hardest part of
leaving the United States is
leaving his family, including his
parents in Bryant, Ark., and two
sons and their children. Mike
and Kathy will leave behind
four grandchildren, from 14
years old to 4. They live in Milan

M. KEMPER

K. KEMPER

and Jackson. Kathy is leaving
her job with a Jackson physician
in the insurance area.

The couple’s first stint in
international work prepared
them in some ways, said Mike.
They left a son who was just
completing Air Force boot camp.
It was tough to get phone calls
from him, said Mike, when he
was homesick and having a

God “was faithful,” he r ¥

Kemper said he has) 9
ed if learning Spanisk’
harder or easier base:®
fact that both Romar ¥
Spanish are  Lat®s
romance languages. |

Kemper invited Ten &
to contact him after C
Costa Rica to learn al®
sions opportunities th &
of his job will be to ¢ ¥
volunteer teams from |
serving in the country
with them. The trip
only takes about four
added.

“We're looking for
Tennessee folks to co %
Kemper. O




Jgch ado

‘here is much ado about a
in book entitled The Da
¥ Code which has beenn made
a movie, Everywhere vou
ou hear about 1it.

o is this man who lived

sten to? Did he know some-
g that we should know and
18 down through the ages
" d have gained by follow-

have no intention of reading
book or seeing the movie
'8 > I have been taught for sev-

years by the Holy Spirit of
‘B and do not need the teach-
»f a dead man. The Spirit is
eacher and He reminds me
rerything Jesus has said to

/@l 'y reason for writing is to
-l se the teaching through the
8 t of God and not by study-
_# he Da Vinci book. As I read
afth chapter of Ephesians,
especially verse 12, I see
! it is wrong to even talk
M t the things that people do
are wrong. As a Christian, [
hat we talk too much about
vrong things and too little
t the things of God that will
se the wrong.
werefore, my thought for the
"Bl is this: If Christians stop
ng about the book and
ad start reading the Bible
praying for the guidance of
doly Spirit, then we will see
doing His work and soon
wok will no longer be on the
# seller list and will soon be
%! rtten.
= | ¥e still and know that I am
1 3s such a profound Scripture.
¥I'x we stop our work and let
= do His work we will see
r changes in the world.
Dorothy Blake
Alcoa 37701
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preciates story

vould like to thank Connie
ey and the B&R for the
ring article “Prisoners
ted as church members” in
pril 26 issue. I want to
'8 . God for the transforming
He has done in Cheryl Hol-
‘8 Linda Oakley, and the
#l >f other inmates.
W volunteers, including
f, know the sincerity of
- women and the love they
for God and His work.
five years ago Linda
, volunteer chaplain, invit-
fl to be one of the many vol-
rs through the chapel at
.8 As in most of our volun-
A a1ssion efforts, there is no
that God worked in my
and blessed me more than
.4 3€d others.
4 as Tennessee Baptists can
. allenged to disciple new
A ers by providing more in-
small group discipleship
M as these women received
 Arth the chapel at TPW. I
‘& it is likely there are more
A praising God's name in
und testimony at Freedom
1 on Sunday evenings than
?a it of our individual church-
|
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In addition to worship servic-
es, Freedom Chapel includes
small group Bible studies to facil-
itate increased knowledge of
God.

- Those of us on the “outside”
enjoy our “freedom.” We have
freedom to go to a movie instead
of church; freedom to go visit
friends on the other side of
town; and freedom to go to Wal-
Mart or the grocery store
instead of learning more about
God.

We seem to be involved in the
sin of busyness. The ladies on
the “inside” have been put in
“time-out” where they do not
have the choices we have. They
can choose to become bitter or
better. I praise God that many
women at TPW have chosen to
let God help them become bet-
ter.

May God receive all the
praise and glory for how He has
worked through this church to
touch the lives of inmates.

Kay Quintero
Smithville 37166

Lessons learned

The following is a list of some
of the important lessons I
learned while attending the spe-
cial session of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention on May 9 at
Two Rivers Baptist Church.

* Approximately 75 percent
of Tennessee Baptists do not
know how to use Robert’s Rules
of Order. 1 would encourage
them to pick up a copy and begin
to read immediately.

® You can amend an amend-
ment to a proposal.

e That some Tennessee Bap-
tists are more concerned about
what the media thinks than
about doing the right thing. I
have a bit of advice for these
people. The media will always
spin our actions in a negative
light. So, let’s not worry about
them and focus on doing what
God has called us to do.

* That some Tennessee Bap-
tists are good at taking Scrip-
ture out of context and using it
to promote their own thoughts
or ideas instead of taking per-
sonal responsibility for them.
During this meeting I heard
God’s Word used to promote
opposing ideas.

e [t is amazing that 1,700
Baptists can agree on anything.

e We did not choose these
times, they chose us.

¢ Sometimes you have to just
stop and pray to retain your
focus.

On a more serious note, I was
proud to be a Tennessee Baptist
on May 9. As a younger leader in
our convention I know that
many in my generation do not
like to get entangled in the
workings of the TBC. Some may
view May 9 as a classic example
of Baptist leaders fighting
amongst themselves and taking
an entire day to make only a few
decisions. However, I witnessed
1,700 men and women of God
ceme together from all over the
state to work out their differ-
ences, make some very hard
decisions, and move forward in a

unified manner. To God be the

glory!
Dale Braswell, youth minister
Inglewood Baptist Church
Nashville 37216

Pray for board

I would like to call all those
who love our TBC to be much in
prayer for our Executive Board
as they give great consideration
to the Belmont issue.

This call to prayer is not com-
ing from someone who believes
that our Executive Board has
always represented the convic-
tions of the majority of Ten-
nessee Baptists in the recent
past. In fact, I'll admit that I
was one of about 100 who voted
against the recommendation
that gave complete control to
the Belmont Study Committee
(see the May 17th issue of the
B&R).

The reason for my opposition
is that I do believe that the
Executive Board has demon-
strated on several occasions that
they aren’t “in concert” with the
feelings and beliefs of the vast
majority of Tennessee Baptists.
Case and point:

Not only did several Bel-
mont Study Committee mem-
bers endorse the acceptance of
the settlement agreement at
the special called meeting, but
as I understand it there were
only five members of the Execu-
tive Board who voted against
bringing the acceptance of the
settlement to the floor. I know
our convention attorney, Randle
Davis (a man for whom I have
profound respect), stated that
the messengers would not have
been able to have voted on the
motion without the approval of
the Executive Board, but I
question that position. I'm not
aware of anything in our Con-
stitution & Bylaws or within
our parliamentary rule that
would've prohibited the Execu-
tive Board from presenting a
motion to the messengers that
we reject the settlement offer
from Belmont.

In my opinion, the reason we
were presented with a motion to
approve was because the over-
whelming majority of the Execu-
tive Board wanted the settle-
ment, and their comments at
the annual meeting seem to
prove it. In any event, we need
to be in prayer for this special
study committee and the entire
Executive Board.

Let us pray that they not only
seek to faithfully represent the
majority of Tennessee Baptists,
but even more that they seek to
know and do the will of the
Almighty. May God bless our
Convention as we seek to glorify
Him!

Todd Stinnett, pastor
Grace Baptist Church
Morristown 37815

Editor's Note: Randle Davis,
Convention attorney, advised the
messengers in attendance at the
special-called meeting ot May 9,
that the Executive Board did not

have an alternative “if” it wanted

the Convention messengers to
have an opportunity to consider

editorial / opinion

Belmont's settlement proposal.
Mr. Davis stated further that the
basis for this action was a “condi-
tion precedent” that Belmont's
representatives placed upon their
settlement offer. However, had the
Executive Board not recommend-
ed that the settlement offer be
accepted, then Belmont's settle-
ment offer by law would have
been null and void irrespective of
how the Convention messengers
might have been inclined to vote
on the issue. Accordingly, the
action by the Executive Board
was not a Constitution & Bylaws
or parliamentary rule issue.

No women?

Aren’'t there any women in
the entire Tennessee Baptist
Convention capable of serving
on the Belmont Study Commit-
tee?

Danny Chisholm, pastor
Signal Mountain Baptist Church
Signal Mountain 37377

Shameful

Thanks for the article in the
May 24 issue of the Baptist &
Reflector which tells us that S.C.
pastor Frank Page will allow his
name to be placed into nomina-
tion for the office of president of
our SBC at the annual meeting
next month. Apparently this
pastor and the church he serves
1s serious about evangelism.
Brother Page’s church gave
$535,000 — or 12.1 percent of
it’s $4.4 million undesignated
offerings to our Cooperative Pro-
gram last year.

Isn’t it interesting who Paige
Patterson (Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary presi-
dent) supports for president of
our SBC? This pastor has served
a large church in Arkansas for
20 years which had a shameful
record of support for our CP last
year. This church in Springdale
Ark., which had $12 Million in
undesignated receipts, gave
$32,000 or 0.27 percent of those
available undesignated receipts
to the CP. And the reason this
pastor gave: “It’s real difficult to
spend percentages.”

Then as [ turned to page 4 of
the B&R, I noticed the small
country church I attend —
Smyrna Baptist in Burlison —
was third in per capita giving for
2004-2005.

Praise The Lord for our for-
mer pastor, J.V. Reeves who
taught us the importance of
supporting our Cooperative Pro-
gram. And we had a strong
WMU who constantly empha-
sized missions for us. The CP is
the very backbone of what we
Southern Baptists are all about.

For 20 years, folks at Smyrna
have contributed 20 percent of
all undesignated offerings to our
Cooperative Program each and
every year.

Apparently, controlling the
SBC is more important to some
of our leaders than supporting
our missionaries who are doing
the Lord’s work all over the
world. Shameful!

Roy Warmath
Munford 38058

a parent
speaks

E)_r Cgrn_lj_fn_lt._ Tomlin

Lessons from
our fathers

In the early 1900s states and
organizations began lobbying
Congress to set aside an annual
day to honor fathers in America.
President Woodrow Wilson
approved of the idea in 1916, but
it didn’t come to pass until 1924
when President Calvin Coolidge
made this proclamation: “To
establish more intimate relations
between fathers and their chil-
dren and to impress upon fathers
the full measure of their obliga-
tions.” Since that date, the third
Sunday in June has been desig-
nated as Father’s Day.

The Bible is the Christian
family’s guide for parenting. How
can fathers apply the Bible’s wis-
dom as they lead their children

‘in life?

As I watched an 8-year-old boy
playing baseball, I noticed how
tense he appeared as he swung at
the ball and struck out. The diffi-
cult time, however, came after the
game when he had to hear the
lecture of how he had embar-
rassed his father. Listen to what
Colossians 3:21 says, “Fathers, do
not embitter your children, or
they will become discouraged.”

Children who have not been
taught responsibility can’t be
expected to make mature deci-
sions. How unfortunate it is for
youth who do not have someone
to set ground rules. There will
come a time when someone will
provide discipline — perhaps in
the courts of law or other agen-
cies. Because fathers love they
discipline. Discipline should
come in talking through the
problem and listening with the
heart as well as the head.
Proverbs 3:11-12 says, “My son,
do not despise the Lord’s disci-
pline and do not resent his
rebuke, because the Lord disci-
plines those he loves, as a father

the son he delights in.”
Anna, age 10, found a

woman’s purse lying on the
street near her home. Opening it,
she discovered four-twenty dollar
bills. “For a moment, I thought
about keeping the money and
never saying anything,” said
Anna. “But I realized that wasn’t
being honest. My parents taught
me to tell the truth.”

Proverbs 23:15 says, “My son,
if your heart is wise, then my
heart will be glad; my inmost
being will rejoice when your lips
speak what is right.”

Being the father God intended
requires time, patience, and wis-
dom. We teach both the good and,
not so, good lessons. Ask God to
bless you as you teach lessons
about life and living to your chil-
dren. 0 — Tomlin writes for
numerous Christian publications.
Her husband Matt is pastor of
Ward's Grove Baptist Church,
Jackson.
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TREASURER'S REPORT SECOND QUARTER

November 1, 2005 - April 30, 2006
Cooperative Designated Designated
Program SBC TBC Total
GIFTS AND OTHER INCOME
Cooperative Program: 18,053,468 18,053,468
Designated to SBC/TBC Institutions 1,397,535 941,565 2,339,100
Lottie Moon Offering for International Missions 9,495,718 9,495,718
Annie Armstrong Offering for N. American Missions 1,519,979 1,519,979
Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions 666,730 666,730
CP/Designated gifts received from the
Tennessee Baptist Foundation 118,183 28,620 15,452 162,255
Other Special Gifts 402,287 402,287
Total Gifts 18,171,651 12,441,852 2,026,034 32,639,537
Other Income (Guidestone, NAMB, LifeWay, Conference Centers,
interest, refunds, B&R advs./subscriptions) 2,345,138 2,345,138
Total Receipts 1811?1 ,651 12,441,852 4,371,172 34,984,675
ALLOCATIONS
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTON
International Missions 3,634,330 10,225,335 13,859,665
North American Missions 1,657,255 1,598,984 3,256,238
Six Seminaries 1,570,031 317 1,570,348
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission 109,030 45 109,075
Guidestone 58,149 45 58,195
Other SBC Gifts 239,866 617,125 856,991
Total SBC Gifts 7,268,661 12,441,852 0 19,710,513
TENNESSEE MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES
Evangelism 1,088,519 380,429 1,468,948
Missions 980,246 124,085 1,104,332
Discipleship 1,005,548 28,904 1,034,452
Ministry 685,697 106,785 792,481
Worship 297,912 8,563 306,476
Prayer 250,766 7,208 257,974
Fellowship 277,658 7,981 285,639
Associational Support 646,482 18,583 665,065
Administration 290,382 113,510 403,892
Total TN Misslons and Ministries 5,523,211 0 796,049 6,319,260
CONVENTION OPERATIONS
Baptist and Reflector 205,948 5,265 211,213
TBC Meetings & Commitiees 191,299 4,792 196,090
Church Annuity Plan 722,157 18,360 740,517
TBC Conference Centers 82,785 2,081 84,866
Cooperative Program Promotion 45,473 1,193 46,667
TBC Audits 61,878 1,615 63,494
Total Convention Operations 1,309,540 0 33,306 1,342,846
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Carson Newman College 1,401,076 128,678 1,529,753
Union University 1,401,076 39,042 1,440,117
Harrison Chilhowee 249,659 19,284 268,944
Historical Archives 6,909 195 7,103
CRV Scholarships 34,542 881 35,423
Total Christian Education 3,093,261 0 188,079 3,281,341
CHRISTIAN SERVICES
TN Baptist Adult Homes 138,133 52,788 190,921
TN Baptist Children's homes 670,226 547,914 1,218,140
TN Baptist Foundation 168,619 5,611 174,230
Total Christian Services 976,978 0 606,313 1,583,291
OTHER SPECIAL GIFTS
American Bible Society 125 125
Tenn. Drug Awareness Council 21,392 21,392
Disaster Relief 356,892 356,892
Other Special Gifts 23,877 23,877
Total Other Special Gifts 0 0 402,287 402,287
Total Allocations 18,171,651 12,441,852 2,026,034 32,639,537
Other Income (Guidestone, NAMB, Lifeway, Conference Centers,
interest, refunds, B&R advertisement/subscription income) 2,345,138 2,345,138
Total Allocations 18,171,651 12,441,852 4,371,172 34,984,675
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Cooperative Program Helps
Tennessee Baptists Reach The World

By Gary Rickman

Since 1925 Tennessee Baprist churches have partnered with Southern Baptists through the
Cooperative Program to reach spiritually lost people in communities locally and around the world.

A prayerful commitment of bringing lost souls to knowledge of Christ convicts Tennessee Baptists
to give through the Cooperative Program.

In this week’s Baptist and Reflector, you will find your church’s financial support through one of the
most organized and aggressive mission efforts known today.

Each church has given voluntarily through the Cooperative Program, and from all of us whose
ministries have been equipped by your generous gift we say, “Thank you!” By partnering with each
Tennessee Baptist, we are reaching people for Christ in every walk of life and in all the earth inviting
them to experience God through His son Jesus, the Christ. Through the Cooperative Program, churches
continue to accomplish together what no one congregation could accomplish alone.

The chart above highlights in broad categories what your church is accomplishing through its
support of the Cooperative Program.

& .Church Health

atters

"Building healthy churches empowered by the presence of God."

i
T

Southern Baptst Convention - $14,683 373
International Mission Board
North American Mission Board
Seminaries
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission
Annuity Board
SBC Operating Expenses

Tennessee Baptist Missions
& Ministries - $11,233.617
Evangelism
Missions
Discipleship
Ministry
Worship
Fellowship
Prayer
Assoclational Support
Administration

Convention Operations - $2.569,177
Baptist and Reflector
TBC Meeting and Commirtees
Church Annulty Plan
TBC Conference Centers

Cooperative Program Promotion
L. TBC Audits

" Christlan Education - 36,248,677
Belmont Universicy
Carson-Newman College
Union University
Harrison Chilhowee Academy
Historical Archives
CRV Scholarships

Christian Services - $1,973 587
TN Baptist Adult Homes
TN Baptist Children’s Homes
TN Baptist Faundaticm

-
For more
information
about the
Cooperative
Program,
contact Gary
Rickman
(800)558-2090,
ext. 2020

&




Dates
fie L.Jeams to do personal evangelism, home visitation. music, and worship services _Sept 25-Oct. 3
pos Doctors, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, evangelism people, helpers needed for medical P o
I ' clinics. Oct. 20-29
ison, Team to do minor repairs on church, landscaping, build retaining wall. VBS can also be done. | open :
- S— -
July 2-8, July 18- |
IA-06-28 Team to conduct VBS. 1 22 yJule ‘{3“21 i !
Moines July 31- |
3 |A-06-47 Team to lead VBS. | Aug. 4
'@ anola, lowa | IA-06-18 Team to do survey work, BYBC, block parties, sports, prayer walking, etc. | open
i ana, lowa [A-06-34 Team to insulate and drywall basement. Repair subbase flooring in bathroom :J-UI‘EE-:"-'\UQ[;‘;[ e
ana, lowa IA-08-356 Team to conduct two BYBC in different communities. June-August
x City,
% IA-06-03 Adopt an area to help start a church. open
ix City, ! _ : July 31-
) IA-06-40 Team to lead worship and recreation at children's camp. ., Aug. 4
n, lowa IA-UE-4E Te_am to build addition (40X40) onto church. ASAP
y, Montana MT-OG-SB- Team to conducl basketball sports camp for Belfry and surrounding community. June
sandy,
tana T*D&?D Team to consiruct entryway onto existing building. Team would need 1o provide funds. after July 17
Need a couple or single male to lead small group, help in main weekly meetings, work with
s Montana | MT-06-15 international students at college BSC. This will be a semester position. ASAP
Team to do construction (mortar, roofing, painting, etc.) on church building. Other
», Montana | MT-08-35 opportunities are also available. open
Two-three people are needed to speak at Leadership Retreat at Montana Tech Baptist
s, Montana | MT-06-38 Student Union. open
eau,
lana MT-06-40 Team o conduct VBS. August
egis,
ana MT-06-34 Team to conduct VBS for 4th-7th graders. open
2 Sulphar
Igs, - Team to remodsl youth center and fellowship hall. Team would need to help with remodeling
iana MT-06-14 (approx. $1500). open

'ﬁﬁlcssee Projects:

k=] B &
L e e S TET
.l & . o
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iy o -
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d-Teams to do «

me families. Also opportunities for

"-.-

ct raudnm acts of kindness, sjzeet
mues at mnltl—housmg

Tﬁﬂﬁ{tﬁdom hikes, river hospitality, trail min-
reach ministries, and provide family programs and
wnd worship services in and around Ocoee River
rokee Nauonal Forest. Dates: weekly June 19-Aug 5.

College aged student missionaries needed to lead
mission teams. Dates: June 19-Aug. 12.

through home repair for
ing block

Dates: weekly June 19-July 29.

iton-Teams that are

ge-Team to do building repair, plumbing, carpeting,
nbing. Dates: open

ron-Teams to conduct BYBC in local state park and
family night service one evening. Dates: June

experienced in day camp or
» staff on-site day camp four mornings a week. Five

{-6th grade. Dates: June —August.

City-Teams to do home repair

3C in public housing. C.luthmg.fuod,and&rmm
can also be done. Dates: year round.

ir for low-income fam-

Ciry-Teams to conduct VBS for children ages 3-12.
eckly June 19-July 29.

QIEHS,_

Knoxville-Teams to conduct VBS in low rent housing area.
Can also do sp nrt an s, block: :fes, etc. Dates June -

""'-..\ hrﬁ‘ .'- '-“ iﬁ#’:ﬁ“ o

i‘“;r“f*’”%’ﬂ?_ : ’-“?u = =
Marywlle—Te:ams to. do local home repair pm]ects in and
round Blount County. Dates: June 19-July 28, -

Philadelphia-—'l‘éaq)s to do BYBC Monday-Wednesday.
Carnival and family evening program on Thursday. Dates:
Summer.

Rogersville-Teams to do food distribution, home repair, sen-
ior programs, children events, etc. Dates: open.

Newport-Team to do underpinning of two modular office
buildings. Dates: ASAP.

Townsend-Teams of 10-15 to provide morning day-
camps/BYBC for children and casnal evening family pro-
grams in campgrounds. Dates: June 19-20 and July 3-7.

West Tennessee Projects:

Brighton-Multi-purpose building construction of a steel
frame and steel roof. Help is needed from ground up.
Dates: June 19-Nov. 11.

Memphis-Teams to provide morning Bible clubs for neigh-
borhood children and afternoon community service projects

for inner-city families. Dates: weekly June 19-Aug. 4.

For information about these projects, contact Kim Margrave
at (800) 558-2089 ext. 2021 or
e-mail kmargrave@tnbaptist.org.

Canadian Southern
Baptist Seminary
Potential Teaching
Opportunities

January 2007
(1 week intensives, Jan. 8-12)

Elective

Spring 2007

. (semester, mid-Jan. — beg. of May)

Intro to Christian Thought (college)
Writing & Research (college)

Summer 2007

(1 week intensives, mid-May — mid-June)

Electives

Preaching I (seminary)

Fall 2007

 (semester, end of Aug. — mid-Dec.)

Youth Education (seminary)

Baptist History & Beliefs (college)

Cross Cultural Evangelism (college)

January 2008
(1 week intensives, Jan. 8-12)

Elective

Worship (seminary)

Spring 2008

(semester, mid-Jan. — beg. of May)

The Teaching Church (college)

Music & Worship (college)

Classics of Christian Literature (college)
History of Western Civilization (college)
Music Appreciation (college)

Missiology (seminary)

Summer 2008

(1 week intensives, mid-May — mid-June)

Electives

Preaching Il (seminary)

For information about these teaching
opportunities and a list of the required
qualifications, contact Kim Margrave ar

(800) 558-2089 ext. 2021 or e-mail
kmargrave@tnbaptist.org.

Church Health Matters
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SGSPORT — If what goes
+ comes around, then a
Jort pastor and his family,
wvere transplanted from
yrleans as Hurricane Kat-
'005 evacuees, will soon
mission team back to his
- Louisiana church.
n Garden Baptist Church
recently called Michael
1s pastor. Wrye previously
as an associate pastor at
rater Baptist Church,
Orleans, which took a
hit during Hurricane

. Katrina leaving marks on its
walls where nine feet of water

_stood.

Wrye, his wife, Denise, and
daughter Kassidy traveled to
Kingsport to be with parents
two days before their church
and his school, New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary,
were damaged by Hurricane
Katrina in August of 2005.

A native of Kingsport, Wrye
is a graduate of Tennessee Tech-
nological University, Cookeville,
and New Orleans Seminary
where he is currently working
on his doctorate.

The family alternated living

awl iféWa

CHURCH BUSES y

Buses provided for LifeWay by

Carpenter Bus Sales
Franklin, TN = Since 1953

Whether you're planning a retreat for 10 or
a conference for 1,000, The Legacy Center
offers beautifully decorated rooms and suites,
modern meeting space, friendly service, plus
something no other conference center can
provide: Southern Seminary.

Located on the historic campus of
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Louisville, Ky., The Legacy Center allows
you to enjoy the benefits of a world-class
conference center and one of the world’s
largest theological seminaries.

Come and experience the difference.

LEGACY CENTER

and Conferences
The Southermn Baptist Theological Seminary

Retreats

2825 Lexington Rd - Louisville, KY 40280 - 1-877-444-SB1S
vww.legacycenteratsoutherm.com - Email: legacycenter@sbts.edu

a week with two sets of parents
in the Kingsport area. His par-
ents are Gerald and Joyce Wrye,
who are members of First Bap-
tist Church, Kingsport, where
Michael was ordained to the
ministry. Denise’s mother,
Deanne Griffin, attends Lynn
Garden Church.

According to Wrye, he and
eight other paid Edgewater
Church staff members were
scattered after the hurricane
awaiting the news that the New
Orleans church, located three
miles from the seminary, would
rebuild.

“It was a struggle for me to
decide whether to go back to the
church in New Orleans,” he
said. “I prayed to God to let me

== BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES
fr Manufaciurers Baptisiries A \
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1-800-446-7400  Steeples
\_ P.0. Box 2250 * Danville, Virginia 24541

GLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — PASTOR
Coronado Baptist Church, a new
fellowship, is seeking a pastor for
our traditional, kingdom-focused
church. Resumes should be sent
to Pastor Search Committee,
PMB 316, 4501 N. Hwy. 7, Suite
#8, Hot Springs Village, AR
71909.

o B o

First Baptist Church, Monterey,
Tenn., is now accepting resumes
for a full-time pastor position.
Please send resume to Mon-
terey First Baptist Church, 106 N
Chestnut St., Monterey, TN
38574. Post to the attention of
Sonny Gilpatrick.

MINISTRY — MUSIC
Worship Leader/Music Minister,
Inglewood Baptist Church, 3901
Gallatin Pike, Nashville, TN
37216. Apply by resume, Aftn:
Search Committee by June 30,
2006.

R
Vonore Baptist Church needs a
part-time music minister. Job
description is available at
www.vonorebaptistchurch.org.
Please submit resumes by July
31 to Music Minister Search
Committee, Vonore Baptist
Church, PO. Box 308, Vonore,
TN 37885

SRR
Part-time minister of music posi-
tion opening at Grassland
Heights Baptist Church, Franklin,
Tenn. Please send resume to
Minister of Music Search Com-
mittee, 2315 Hillsboro Rd.,
Franklin, TN 37069 or e-mail to
ghbc1 @belisouth.net.

LR R
Full-time minister of music posi-
tion available at First Baptist
Church, Madison, Miss. Please
send resumes to First Baptist
Church, Attention: Shari Hurt,
PO. Box 400, Madison, MS
39130.

know what He wanted me to do.
because I had no clue.”
Rebuild teams began
cleanup at Edgewater Church
in November
2005, and
Edgewater
Church lead-
ership decided
to rebuild in
December
2005. In
November
Wrye told
Edgewater
Church that he did not feel
called to return and began talk-
ing with Lynn Garden Church.
By December he felt led to
Lynn Garden Church and was
presented to the congregation in
January 2006. He began serving
as pastor in February.
Also in January Edgewater

CLASSIFIED |

MINISTRY — COMBINATION
Director of music ministries and
Christian education, full-time.
Salary to be negotiated. Applica-
tions now being accepted. Send
resume to Eastanallee Baptist
Church, Attn: Personnel Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 3148, Riceville, TN
37370 or call (423) 462-2620. For
more information, see our web
site www.eastanallee.com.

MINISTRY CHILDHEN
We are searching for God's per-
son to fill our full-time minister to
preschoolers and children at
Bellevue Baptist  Church,
Nashville, Tenn. Please send
resume to Dr. Mike Shelton,
7400 Hwy. 70S, Nashville, TN
37221 or by e-mail at pastor-
@bellevue baptist.com.

Church began a plan to rebuild.

“I am amazed at how God
didn't call me back to New
Orleans, but He is still giving
me a passion to help serve in
that area,” Wrye noted.

Lynn Garden Church will
serve his former congregation
July 8-15, Wrye said. About 15
Lynn Garden members will
work to “gut” area homes.

Edgewater Church is cur-

rently serving as a base of

operations for groups
rebuilding houses and follow
up with the families of the
homeowners whose houses
are rebuilt.

In reviewing the recent turn
of events and moving back to
Kingsport, Wrye noted he
“gained a greater passion” for
missions and ministry, but
feels he is now “where God
wants me to me” as he leads
Lynn Garden “to be more mis-
sions-minded.”

Affordable Beachside

Vacation Condos
www.gulfshorescondos.com
All size units available, Summer Special
2 night weekend, $225.00; 4 week-
nights, $430.00 Efficiency Unit
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good 5-26 thru 8-6

(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524

.. Stayiﬁg the Course
2006 Pastor’s Retreat
Aug. 7-10, 2006
Carson Springs Baptist
Conference Center
Newport, TN
For information go to
www.tnbaptist.org

tist.org/events.

Conversational English Workshop
There will be a 14-hour Conversational English Workshop on
July 14-16, 2006 at the Tennessee Baptist Convention build-
ing. The times for this workshop will be Friday, 6-9 p.m.; Sat-
urday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; and Sunday, 1:30-4:30 p.m.
There is a $25 registration fee for this workshop. The dead-
line for registration is July 12. Certification will be provided to
those who attend all sessions and complete given assign-
ments. To register or request additional information, please
contact Tim Hill or Aurie Nin at the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention, (615) 371-7916 or go to our web site at www.tnbap-

YELLOWSTONE SPECIAL
August 5-20, 2006
Leave from Centre, Alabama

Visit the Lincoln-Tallman Restorations, Tommy Bartlett Show,
House on the Rock, Twin Cities Tour, Runestone Museum, Little
Big Horn Battlefield Monument, Tour of Yellowstone, attend a
rodeo, Corn Palace, Patee Museum

$2095 per person double
Transportation, lodging, 28 meals, all activities included. For
reservations and detailed itinerary please call:

D & S Tours, Inc.

1-800-932-5441
We will provide you with a room the night before at no
additional charge! Call today!

... and more!
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heart talk

Reflections on a dad

By James Porch

A child of tenant parents in hard times, veteran of
the blood, sweat, cold, filth, and atrocity of World War
I, survivor of the Great Depression in Mississippi, he
labored daily never allowing his physical affliction to
limit his work. And, in all, he came through.

I believe those life features bequeathed from father
to son have continued to influence my life. His life per-
severance greatly affects my conviction concerning
endurance, even today.

I cannot recall him ever using the term “success,”
nor at any time through his life did he court success.
Let’s face it, a blacksmith shop in Mississippi in the
20th century offered little to nurture success. In fact,
such hard work would not offer much glamour in any
century. Instead, my father’s message in life centered
most around effective living. Dad’s passion for life fed
off of effective hard work. Actually, for an extended
season, he qualified for welfare or commodities (food
rations given once a month at the county courthouse).
But no way would he accept such charity, and his rea-
son did not include pride. He avowed tenaciously a
heart and head connection that able
folk can make it through hard work.
After all, most everyone around us
shared the same hard times. As a
child, teenager, and young man, hard
times taught him the essential of
effective living for survival. Our little
town of less than a thousand people
had at one time included five black-
smith shops all in competition with
him. Once I inquired as to how he outlasted the other
four, and he replied with a quick three word answer —
“good, hard work.”

Dad knew that the man who came to his shop usu-
ally had an immediate need. The farmer’s work for the
day could not continue until Dad had repaired his
plows, re-shrunk a wagon tire, shod a mule, set and
sharpened logging tongs, sharpened a saw, built a
wagon axle, or manufactured a Pittman rod for a
horse-drawn mower. His work had to be right, accu-
rate, and in essence, effective. He valued the confi-
dence of those who came to his shop.

I recall men covered in the dirt and sweat of honest
labor standing by Dad and holding a broken farm
implement and saying, “Mr. Milton, I can’t pay you
until I bring in my crop.” Such an expression seemed
to prompt the following thought process with Dad.
“He’s down, can’t plow, can’t bale hay or cultivate, and
his ability to get on back to the field is in my hands.”
Then followed the usual response as Dad reached for
the broken tool and said, “Let me see what I can do.”

At day’s end, unable to write or read, Dad would tell
Mamma how to record the work entries and cost in an
old ledger book. Later on he gave me that task. After
he died, I went through the book. Evidently, for many
the crop never came in.

I never heard him, in his words, “dun” a person for
a bill. Simply, he fixed their tools and they knew the
charge.

Linked to the land, Dad and his customers enjoyed
a brotherhood of hard work and a work ethic born out
of a survivor mentality. If we work hard, we eat better.

I’'m writing this reflection as Father’s Day draws
near. Once again I celebrate the good stock I came
from. Most of Dad’s lessons came over to me nearly 50
years ago. They remain vivid life-lessons, and hardly a
day passes that his nurture escapes me.

Thanks, “Big Milton,” for “training me up.” 0 —
Porch is executive director-treasurer of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention.

PORCH

By Matt Cannon

Focal Passage: Acts 8:26-40

It is interesting to observe the
way that some  professing
Christians view their faith and sal-
vation. Some seem to see it as a
license to sin: they feel that since
they said a prayer of salvation, they
can go out and do whatever they
want. Others see it as a license to
sit: their spot in Heaven is reserved
and there is no need to do anything
else to reach others with the gospel.
However, the best way to view it is
as a license to serve: faith should
lead to serving others through wit-
nessing.

Acts 8:26-29. This passage is a
wonderful display of God speaking
to someone with orders to go and
witness. Unfortunately, there are
some that would say that since the
Lord has never spoken orders to
witness directly to them, then they
are under no obligation to do so.

This attitude is absolutely
wrong and detrimental to the cause
of Christ. We are all commanded by
the words of Jesus to “go ye there-
fore and teach all nations.” While
we will occasionally have a deep
burden to witness to a particular
person, we should never let the lack
of a verbal order keep us from obey-
ing the clear teaching of Scripture.

It is also interesting to see that
originally Philip had no idea what
he was getting into, but there is no

Acknowledge that life seems unf

By Randall Adkisson

Focal Passage: Job 15:1-21:34

Unfair! Unfair! Unfair? Touring
the Mississippi Gulf Coast this
week with our youth choir, the
question of suffering’s fairness
arose. Churches were completely
destroyed. Homes, even entire com-
munities, were washed away by
Katrina’s rage. Certainly, there
seemed fo be no distinction
between the “righteous” and the
“unrighteous” when it came to suf-
fering loss.

Job addressed tough questions
about suffering to his friends and
his God. Life is full of unanswer-
able questions, especially when suf-
fering is observed or experienced.
Job’s questions remind us that God
does not hate us, berate us, or
abandon us when we ask tough
questions about life’s tough issues.
Indeed, God encourages our ques-
tions. If any of you lacks wisdom, let
him ask of God, who gives to all
men generously and without
reproach, and it will be given to
him (James 1:5).

Crises brings growth. God is
more interested in our character
than our comfort. This truth is
often neglected in the ease of mod-
ern conveniences. Job and his
friends were forced by suffering to
re-examine their understanding of
God and providence. They had
taken for granted that good and
evil were fully recompensed during
one’s lifetime. If one sinned, he or
she suffered immediately. If one
walked righteously, he or she
received material and physical
reward.

~— Philip: faith leads to witnessing

indication of worry on his part. He

was simply told to go. We need to be. -

the same and allow the Lord to lead
our lives and trust in Him without
worry. God will take care of the
details.

Acts 8:30-35. The first verse in
this section indicates that Philip
hurried to get to the Ethiopian
man. I've seen many church out-
reach/visitation programs that fal-
tered because they severely lacked
this type of enthusiasm. Enthus-
iasm in evangelism is contagious.
Show others how excited you are
and they will possibly join in.

It is also important to know that
while God was telling Philip to go
to the Ethiopian, God was also
working on the Ethiopian. It was no
coincidence that the man was read-
ing Isaiah 53:7-8 at the exact
moment Philip came to him. As we
witness, we should always trust in
the sovereignty of our Lord.

Even though the man was read-

ing God’s Word, he did not really

understand what it meant. Philip
took the opportunity to explain it to
him and tell him of the good news of
Jesus. There are ample opportuni-
ties for us to spread the gospel and
show the love of Christ. We must be
ready and willing to make the most
of the opportunities we have.

Philip was faced with the task of
sharing the gospel to someone very
different from him in a very differ-
ent place. Some people that we

Now, Job was suffering for no
apparent reason. His friends con-
cluded he was guilty of hidden sin.
God was punishing him. But Job
had examined his life and found no
cause for God’s judgment. Was he
blind or were they?

The ‘disciples asked, Who
sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind? Jesus
answered, Neither, it was for God’s
purpose (John 9:2-3).

We may not understand suffer-
ing’s reason, but God will be clear-
ly and completely cleared of any
wrongdoing. God cannot be tempted
by evil, and He Himself does not
tempt anyone (James 1:13).

We may not understand the pur-
pose and meaning of our suffering
or another’s. Yet, as we struggle to
understand, suffering becomes our
tutor of faith.

In grappling with suffering Job
came to the assurance of eternity
(19:25-27). Traditional theology
had no clear place for eternal exis-
tence of the human soul. In
wrestling with his plight, Job
began to understand and articulate
the biblical doctrine of resurrection
and future judgment.

The shortness of life’'s span is
not the final arbitrator of justice.
Evil may prosper on the earth. Yet,
there will be a final judgmrent.
Then man will face perfect recom-
pense: grace or condemnation
(Revelations 20:12).

Reason or revelation. As Job
pondered his plight he realized
that his long-standing beliefs were
built upon tradition rather than
revelation. He had accepted the
seemingly logical, but flawed teach-

Bible teaching
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3C aid to feed
000 families
{tIndonesia

Press g
AKARTA, Indonesia —
| sthern Baptist relief funds
iayq I soon provide food for more
1 5,400 families affected by
Jey| May 27 earthquake in
b | Lonesia’s central island of

“a.
t ki | As the death toll topped
1 thi| | DO and estimates of homeless
npat| | wivors ranged into the hun-
lelid| ds of thousands, Southern
2t | atist relief specialists joined
et | mr aid workers on the scene.
| by immediately began feed-
any} 500 survivors while assess-
160d) needs in the area and meet-
@) with other relief groups.
4. ' A 80-day plan of action is
25| » in place to provide food for
iy arge portion of the affected
148 ulation through 11 com-
“ " nd centers  scattered
“ pughout the ruins of the
aht; a,” a relief worker reported.
#31 An initial $50,000 (in South-
E}T’ Baptist relief funds) has
,hm;: n committed to the effort
! will go far in providing for
il basic food needs of the vic-

1 tigh

)0 families per day.”
.| | oritical needs include nutri-
| ally specialized food for
Il ghildren, pregnant and
|pating women, and people
» already were malnourished
sre the earthquake, said
\ip Monroe (name changed
| | Security reasons), Southern
‘3tist disaster response coor-
gi} y&tor for the Pacific Rim.

i._gﬂnrﬂe plans to move food
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81 percent s

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — More than eight in 10
Americans say the country’s moral values
are getting worse, although Democrats
and Republicans differ greatly on what
specifically is morally acceptable and what
is morally wrong, a new Gallup poll shows.

The 81 percent of adults who say the
nation’s “state of moral values” is getting
worse is a record high for the question,
which was first asked in 2002. It regis-
tered at 67 percent in each of the first two
years and 77 percent in 2004 and 2005
before inching even higher this year.

Only 11 percent of Americans say the
nation’s moral values are getting better.

The 10-point spike between May 2003
and May 2004 (when the polls were con-
ducted) came during a time in which “gay
marriage” was legalized in Massachusetts
and several Canadian provinces, Janet
Jackson was exposed on nationwide televi-
sion during the Super Bowl, and the story
broke about abuses at the Abu Ghraib
prison in Iragq.

The increase in pessimism about
morality since 2002-03 is seen most
among Republicans (a 16-point increase)
and independents (an 18-point jump) and
less among Democrats (a 6-point jump).

On another question, in describing the
situation “right now” in America, 85 per-
cent of Americans rate the “state of moral
values” as fair or poor. Forty-two percent
say they are poor, 43 percent fair. All of
those stats are new highs. Only 14 percent
of Americans (a new low) say the state of

morality is excellent or good.

But Republicans and Democrats differ
widely on what is and is not morally per-
missible: :

* 51 percent of all Americans say
homosexual relations are “morally wrong”
and 44 percent say they’re “morally
acceptable.” But Democrats are much
more likely to say homosexual relations
are OK — 53 percent say they're morally
permissible, while only 36 percent of
Republicans say the same.

* 43 percent of Americans say abortion
1s acceptable, 44 percent say it’s wrong.
(It's the first time since 2001 that the per-
centage of “morally wrong” answers fell
below 50 percent.) Fifty-three percent of
Democrats say abortion is OK, although
only 30 percent of Republicans say so.

® 71 percent of adults say the death
penalty 1s morally acceptable, although
Democrats (63 percent) and Republicans
(82 percent) disagree somewhat on its per-
missibility.

® 61 percent of Americans say embry-
onic stem cell research is OK. (The ques-

tion did not note that the embryos are

destroyed, a fact that pro-lifers say can
change a poll’s outcome.) Sixty-nine per-
cent of Democrats say it's morally accept-
able, while 53 percent of Republicans say
the same.

Following are other issues included in
the poll, the percentage of people who say
something is morally permissible and the
numbers for both Democrats and Republi-
cans:

® Death penalty (71 percent of all

national

news

ay nation’s moral values getting worse

Americans say it's morally acceptable;
Democrats, 63 percent; Republicans, 82
percent).

* Divorce (67 percent; Democrats, 71
percent; Republicans, 59 percent).

* Buying and wearing clothing made of
anmimal fur (62 percent; Democrats, 55 per-
cent; Republicans, 75 percent).

* Medical research using stem cells
obtained from human embryos (61 per-
cent; Democrats, 69 percent; Republicans,
53 percent).

®* Medical testing on animals (61 per-
cent; Democrats, 56 percent; Republicans,
69 percent).

* Gambling (60 percent; Democrats, 65
percent; Republicans, 54 percent).

* Sex between an unmarried man and
woman (59 percent; Democrats, 65 per-
cent; Republicans, 50 percent).

* Having a baby outside of marriage
(61 percent; Democrats, 57 percent;
Republicans, 43 percent).

* Doctor-assisted suicide (50 percent;
Democrats, 53 percent; Republicans, 45
percent).

* Polygamy, when one husband has
more than one wife at the same time (5
percent; Democrats, 4 percent; Republi-
cans, 5 percent).

® Suicide (15 percent; Democrats, 18
percent; Republicans, 12 percent).

* Married men and women having an
affair (4 percent; Democrats, 5 percent;
Republicans, 3 percent).

The poll of 1,002 adults was conducted
May 8-11 and is part of Gallup’s annual
Values and Beliefs survey. [}

e —

|

N - -
- - 1 -y =

4 - Ry gt
.i L= ¥ |""7-I"
F N o ) 1 ]
g=T ry A | !

k I.

supplies from other areas of
Indonesia to ensure the needi-
est survivors “get what is need-
ed,” he said.

A six-member volunteer
team sent by California Bap-

erah
. —tm

™

o et Diar i

tists’ disaster relief office was
expected to arrive in the area
June 4 to assist in food distri-
bution and other needs. The
potential need for additional
volunteers is being assessed as
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relief efforts continue.

The 6.3-magnitude earth-
quake struck early May 27
along Java’s southern coast,
crushing thousands of Indone-
sians as they slept in their
homes and injuring at least
15,000 more. The quake flat-
tened whole villages in the area
and destroyed thousands of
buildings.

In the Bantul district, one of

the hardest-hit areas, up to 80
percent of homes were destroyed
or rendered uninhabitable.

Aid shipments and relief
workers have flooded into the
area, but many villages are
short of food and clean water.

Some survivors remain in
their wrecked homes, hungry
and wet from recent rains,
refusing to leave despite the
lack of shelter and food. 7

ministry, and growth.

Tennessee Baptist Fellowship

of the Blind Retreat
July 14-16, 2006
Carson Springs Conference Center
Newport, TN

Theme: “Joy In Sharing Jesus”

Cost: $120 — one person per room
$95 — two persons
$80 — three persons

$15 round trip transportation Nashville — Newport

Conference leaders:
Mark LaRue and Beverly Smothers

Ministry: Samaritan House homeless ministry
at Carson-Newman

(pack hygiene kits, and prayer walk on campus ...)

Contact: Sharon Bragg (615-884-1317)
or tnblindfellowship @ yahoo.com

Retreat is open to blind/low vision or sighted persons who
are interested in learning about blindness/low vision min-
istry. Join TBFB for an awesome weekend of fun, music,
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Leaders

¢ Glenwood Baptist
Church, Nashville, called Cari
Hoffman as pastor, effective
June 1. He previously worked
for LifeWay Christian
Resources, Nashville. Hoffman
also has served as pastor of
churches in Florida and
Louisiana. He has a doctor of
education degree from New
Orleans (La.) Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary.

® Legacy Baptist Church,
Indian Mound, has called

Doug Barnes as interim pas-
tor.

¢ New Salem Baptist

Church, Clinton, has called
Don Long as its pastor.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Dyer, has called DeWayne
Goodgine as pastor. He previ-
ously was minister of
youth/recreation, First Baptist
Church, Bolivar.

Maple Springs,
others help
sick child

For Baptist and Reflector

MEDON — The
Woman’s Missionary Union
of Maple Springs Baptist
Church here and other
members of the church and
of Mercer Baptist Church,
Mercer, are trying to help a
sick child. |

Samantha Star Lowery;
5, of Uptonville has a kind
of leukemia which can be
characterized as cancer of
the blood. She is a patient
of St. Jude Research Hospi-
tal, Memphis.

Her doctors have recom-
mended some changes to
her family’s house and
items to be used so she does
not get an infection. She
needs water purifiers and
air purifiers, and the use of
a certain kind of vacuum
cleaner and cleansers.

Maple Springs Church
with help from Mercer
Church held a music bene-
fit for the girl on June 3 and
raised $4,009.

Montie Matlock who
does construction work has
agreed to lead the work on
the home. Larry Murphy,
director of missions, Madi-
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son-Chester/Crockett Bap-
tist Association, Jackson,
will mobilize members of
the association’s men’s min-
istry to do work needed.

To donate, send money to
Maple Springs Baptist
Church, Samantha Lowery
Fund, 155 Maple Springs
Rd., Medon, TN 38356.

For more information,
contact Maple Springs
Church at (731) 935-
7033. Q

¢ Mike Gay has been
called as pastor of Malone’s
Chapel Baptist Church,
Alexandria.

¢ Steven Holland, youth
minister, Woodlawn Baptist
Church, Bristol, has resigned
to accept a position in Florida.

¢ Randy Stitt has
resigned as music director,
Calvary Baptist Church, Bris-
tol.

® Victor Wallace has
been called as interim pastor,
Lovelace Baptist Church, Fall
Branch.

¢ Sam Norrod, associate
pastor of music and education,
First Baptist Church, Cross-
ville, has been called to a min-
istry in Ashland, Ky., effective
June 18.

® Dennis Robinson has

been called as pastor, Mt. Zion
Baptist church, Vonore.

¢ Delbert Umphrey, pas-
tor, Compromise Baptist
Church, Philadelphia, for 20
years recently was named the
2006 Bivocational Pastor of
the Year of Sweetwater Bap-
tist Association, Madisonville.

Associations

¢ Beulah Baptist Associ-

ation, Union City, will hold a
ministers wives retreat July
28-29 titled “PURSEonality on
Purpose” at the Old English
Inn in Jackson. Guest speaker
is Marilyn Mansfield and wor-
ship leader is Deanna Free-
man. Deadline to register is

July 7. For information contact
the association office at (731)
885-2151.

Churches

¢ First Baptist Church,
Dickson, will hold “What
Every Girl Wants,” its annual
women’s conference June 23-
24. Lisa Harper will speak and
Kim Hill will lead worship. For
more information, ,contact the
church at (615) 446-4640 or
www.FBCDickson.org.

¢ The combined women’s
ministry of First Baptist
Church, Dyersburg, and
First Baptist Church, New-
bern, will hold a Women of
Wonder Conference Aug. 12 at
the Dyersburg church. Char-
lene Ann Baumbich, speaker,
author, and humorist will
present “On Being a Wild
Child of God.” The event will
be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For more information, contact
Nancy Duncan at (731) 286-
1420.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Atwood, will hold its annual
homecoming June 25 at 11
a.m. Nathan Pillow will speak.
A luncheon will be held after
the 11 a.m. worship service.
For more information, contact
jaclin@charter.net.

¢ Pine Eden Baptist
Church, Crossville, will hold
a Summer Bible Conference
June 18-21. Speaking are Bill
Stafford, Herb Reavis, Phil
Hoskins, David Wilkerson,

LEADERS OF a meth awareness education service held at Bible
Hill Baptist Church, Parsons, pause during the May 14 service.
They are, from left, Roy Wyatt, Parsons Police Department and
pastor, Darden Baptist Church, Darden; Anthony Alexander, a
businessman; Blaine Houchin, a physician; Kevin Cagle, a busi-
nessman; and Danny Ray, pastor. IN PHOTO BELOW, Houchin
gives his presentation to those gathered at the church. “The meth
problem is growing to epidemic proportions and education is our
greatest weapon against it,” said Ray.
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members including youth.

Scott Johnson, Brent Sims,
and Danny Hinson. For more
information, contact (931) 456-
0142 or www.pineeden.com.

¢ Lincoln Heights Bap-
tist Church, Tullahoma,
will send a 21-member team to
Morant Bay, Jamaica, on June
30. The team is seeking com-
puters, laptop or desktop, even
older models, to take to three
Baptist churches there. For

more information, contact
Kerry Smith at (931) 455-5612
or pastorkerryb@charter.net.

¢ Gath Baptist Church,
McMinnville, will hold a
revival June 25. Morris Ander-
son, evangelist of Maryville,
will speak. For more informa-
tion, contact Anderson at (865)
984-6982 or morrisander-
son@bellsouth.net.

¢ Mount Zion Baptist
Church, Fairview, will hold
homecoming, anniversary, and

PARTICIPATING IN an appreciation banquet for seniors he
Salem Baptist Association, based in Liberty, were, from left,
man Seber, director of missions; Richard Bray, pastor, First8
Church, Woodbury,; Cora Erwin of First Church, Woodbury
Linda Fann and Angie Cawthorne, in the background, of !
Baptist Church, Woodbury. The event drew more than 175 In
association churches to First Church, Woodbury. Bray spoke
crowd and Bill Robertson of Elizabeth Chapel Baptist C
Smithville, sang. A luncheon also was held, prepared by ¢

-

" Church, Maynardvill

rededication activities o1
25. The church will b
years old. Activities will
at 10 a.m. Lunch w
served. Afternoon singe
be Wilson and Terry 8y
Revival is scheduled Ju
30. Willie Freeman, will
For more informatior
Ronald W. Pendergrass,
at (931) 670-4960 or (61
0413.

Partnershwy
Missions §

¢ Four friends of &
Baptist Church, Mayn# @
from Rio de Janeiro,
recently visited the |
Phillip King, pastor ¢

comed Waldemir Nun |
yara Nunes, and Rafae
from Rio, who visited at
the TennesseefRin 1
Partnership.

P Called ‘Piece Corps’

For Baptist and Reflector

FAIRFIELD GLADE._ —
The Piece Corps of First Bap-
tist Church here is a group of
quilters.

The ladies who are mem-
bers of the group make quilts

and give them to those who
are in need, reported Peggy
Norris of the church.
The quilts have been
given to people who have
| been through natural disas-
ters. They also are given to
ministries which care for
children or adults. It is the
hope of the group that when
a person receives a quilt and
learns who gave it to them,
they will realize that Jesus
loves them and want to learn
more about Him.
Recently 11 members of
the group held a baby shower

Quilters hold lmby ilnmrlr

lod.

— -
B
Y5 |

9
¥

fDr &xpéﬁtm;t ’l.l:n "
tered to by I:ha=-

Heights Baptist h i
Knox County Baptist
ation in Knoxville. | g
Washam, direcbufr
ter, assisted the F
in organizing ﬂiB;
The qmltars 'f (
baby clothes frm
for the ﬂhwer
they made and took
each of the 16
mothers. The mof
received a New’
The Fmrﬁald E“
games and an
a devotion. The g
ed lunch and tk r_-'._
the g:ﬂ:n -
Thisma il
for the Piece C
“felt blmﬁ»ta
part of this
reach,” rqatad




