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rennessee Baptis~ honored IJy ·state legislature 
.dll.~onnieWilkey . • Hutchins ;Morning .,... ~er-r~~~ ~~...., 

ana Reflector Show" daily .on about If· .lust Helll rite Pen' 

- Colonel Hugli ·X. 
has been an advocate for Christ-

country music for most of his 50~plus 
in the entertainment business. 

110 Southern Gospel 
stations across the 
country through the 
Solid Gospel Radio 
Network. 

Editor's Note: 1he following poem was 
recently penned by Colonel Hugh X. 
Lewis, poet laureate for Christian coun
try music in Tennessee. It sums up why 
he writes poems and music with a Chris
tian message. "'"'- he's official. ' 

Ear'lier this year the Tennessee Sen
House of Representatives passed 

ralu1~on designating Lewis as the 
laureate of Christian country 
the first person to hold that 

"I try to put 
Christian connota
tions in everything I 
write," said Lewis, a 
member . of Tulip 
Grove Baptist 
Church, Old Hickory. 

e;h1:amt1led by the honor, Lewis is Lewis - retired 
about the platform the des- from the country 

provides. .... music business in 
sing and share my Christian 1984. "Traditional 

over the world," he said. country music as I 
.,_tuc.ll~y native is no stranger to had known it was 

recognition. fading away," Lewis 
-writtE!n more than 250 coun- said. "It was the sad
,._oorc1ed by legends such as dest situation I had 

Pride, Lynn Ander~on, Jim Ed ever been involved 

HUGH X. LEWIS, left, the _new poet laureate of Christian 
country music in Tenrressee, shows the resolution PB:SSed by _ 
the Tennessee Senate and House of Representatives and 
signed by Gov.· Phil Bredesen to Ken Clayton, his pastor at 
Tulip Grove Baptist Church, Old Hickory. 

Del Reeves, Kitty Wells, and with." 

IIDJiled the words to Stonewall 
the D.J ." which soared 

country charts in 

own syndicated television 
aired in more than 90 mar

made three movies 
musi_c great Del Reeves, 

""cu numerous albums of his 

recent years it is his love for 
the mesaage of Jesus through 

and poems that has brought 
greatest satisfaction. 

_ __,_ provides the "Thought of the 
which is aired on the "Gregg 

Over the years Lewis had written a 
great deal of poetry in addition to his 
songs, so his wife, Ann, suggested they 
begin a craft business to sell his poetry. 

With the help of his wife and daugh
ter, Saundra Taylor, the Lewis clan 
.began making fabric picture frames for 
his po-ems. 

He developed the concepts of writing 
a poem in the shape of a state. He even
tually did 10 Southern states in all and 
they have been very successful, Lewis 
noted. All the state poems were written 
with Christian connotations, he added. 
He also has written poems for fans oLcol
lege athletie teams, different professions 
such as teachers, nurses, etc., an.d 
numerous other categories. • 

His poem, ''The Preacher" (see page 9) 
has been extremely popular and is read 
often during funerals of pastors. 

Among his many fans is former Geor
gia governor and United States senator 
Zell Miller. Miller wrote Lewis a hand
written note after Lewis sent him a copy 
of "The Preacher." 

Miller described the poem as "a bless
ing," noting it "bro.ught tears to my eyes 
and made my heart· leap U:P..." ~:" ... 

In all, Lewii has ;written· ·mOl'e than 
250 frameable ~eeting card poems. 

Thoagh successful in his new endeav- · 
or, he sorely missed the mu$iC field and 
entertainment. 

Lewis began to focus more on Christ
ian country music which he feels is 

"Some say I have a way with words; 
Words have a way with me. 
God's message must be seen and heard, 
As it was meant to be. 

What God dictates I hope and pray 
To fully understand; 
He uses me in no small way 
To carry out His plan. 

So if my life .somehow is blest 
By words through me God sends 
0[1 my laurels I shall never rest 
'Cause I just held the pen." 

"~ore enctinpassing." Christian country 
music includ~ songs such as "Why Me 
Lord?;" "Wings of a Dove," "Peace in the 
Valley," "One Day at a Time," and "It Is No 
Secret." All of these songs, as well as many 
others, achieved success on country music 
charts. 

Lewis' interest in pursuing Christian 
country music actually was stoked while 
attending his last "Fanfare" (a longtime 
country music event in Nashville which 
drew fans from around the world) in 
1984 Lewis had recorded one Christian 
country music album during his career 
and he met a woman from England who 
shared with him how that album was 
such a plessing to her life. 
- See, Tennessee, page 9 

ranks first AssociC.tions hold outreach, baptts·~ in State park 
4 web sites 

AI• ~and Reflector 
~ 

~ ~~!~wOOD - The 
Baptist Conven-

web site is the most 
web site among 

\~tate conventions, 
Alexa Internet, 

for provid
on web site 

By Cormie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reffector 

MAYNARDVILLE - About 
350 people gathered at Lake 
Norris and Big Ridge State 
Park here on a Saturday after
noon to baptize folks arid wor
ship. Earlier in the day about 
25 volunteers participated in 
an outreach to park visitors. 

The day was a blessing in 
several ways, said Mike Viles, 
director of missions, Northern 
and Midland Baptist Associa
tions, which held the effort -
Impact the Park. It was a spiri
tual experience for those who 
participated and it was a wit
ness, including through the 
media. said Vtles. 

The volunteers who gath
ered in the morning distributed 
fishing lures and bottled water 

. -

' . -
' 

to park visitors and witnessed 
of their faith when possible. 

At the later baptism, 22 peo
ple from the 23 churches which 
participated were baptized. The 
two associations have 53 
churches. 

The crowd was the largest to 
attend an event held by both 
associations, reported Viles. 
· The baptism "was a sweet 
time." he described. 

"It was a way for us to illus
trate the risen Savior" and the 
good things going on in our 
churches. Churches receive '"so 
much bad press," he said. The 
service illustr ated that the 
.. church is alive and vibrant.'" 

He added that because it was 
held outside and in a public 
place. everyone felt welcome and 
it was a witness to lots of people. 
- See Associations, ~ge 3 
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TWO PASTORS baptize new Chnslians at Big Ridge State Park 
Maynardville, as a part of Impact the Parle of Northern and Mtdland 
Baptist AssocTations. The pastors are Ralph Wagner. left, New Hope 
Bapllst Church, Knoxville, and Jerry Vittatoe. Clear Springs Bapttsl 
Church, Corryton 
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State feeiling unit 
sent to St. louis 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD -Tennessee 
Baptist Disaster Relief units 
served last week in St. Louis, 
Mo., and in Granite City, ill., 
helping victims of a recent 
series of tornadoes, severe thun
derstorms, and damaging 
winds, according to David 
Acres, state disaster relief 
director. 

The Tennessee Baptist Dis
aster Relief Feeding Unit was 
activated July 24 by the North 
American Mission Board, 
Alpharetta, Ga., to help with 
the feeding of people who were 
displaced by two tornadoes in 

the St Louis 
area . which 
also resulted . 
1n over 
300,000 peo
ple being 
without elec
trical power, 
Acres added. 

"We had 57 
ACRES volunteers 

from across the state that 
worked on the state feeding 
unit from July 25-29, said 
Acres. The team provided 
1Q,OOO meals per day, he added. 
The state unit returned to Ten
nessee on July 30. 

In addition, to the state feed:. 
ing unit, two chain saw teams 
from Cumberland Baptist Asso
ciation, Clarksville, worked 
July 27-30 in Granite City, ill., 
cleaning up from the storms, 
Acres reported. 

''The Tennessee Baptist Dis
aster Relief volunteers gave 
their time and effort to these 
responses," Acres said. 

"Tennessee Baptists are good 
about going. and volunteering: It 
was a very hot time for them in 
St. Louis where temperatures 
rose over 95 degrees and in Illi
nois. However, all returned 
home safely." 0 

TLW tredited for 
reduting AIDS 
rate in Uganda 
Baptist Press .. 

NASHviLLE - While True 
Love Waits was holding its first 
national event in July 1994; a 
second smaller but perhaps 
even more powerful TLW obser
vance was taking place half a 
world away. 

On the same day that more 
than 210,000 covenant cards 
were being displayed on the . 
National Mall in Washington, 
D.C, International Mission 
Board missionaries Larry and 
Sharon Pumpelly organized a 
parade in downtown Kampala, 
Uganda, to introduce the True 
Love Waits abstinence-until
marriage message to a conti
nent that was being devastated 
by AIDS. 

Twelve years later, True 

national I state news 

Love Waits has been credited by 
gover:nment leaders in Uganda 
for a remarkable decrease in 
the HIV/AIDS infection rate 
from 30 percent of the popula
tion to about 6 percent. 

As True Love Waits makes 
plans to expand its work in 
Africa through LifeWay's "A 
Defining Moment" capital cam
paign, a small team ofTLW rep
resentatives 
journeyed to 
Kenya and 
Uganda in 
June to 
learn more 
about how 
the abstinence 
message is saving lives and 
bringing hope to millions. . 

Jimmy Hester, co-founder of 
True Love Waits, and James T. 
Draper Jr., president emeritus. 
of Life Way Christian Re
sources, were guided by the 
Pumpellys, who previously 
spent 21 years as missionaries 
in both countries. Also joining 
the trip were Jack Tompkins, a 
businessman and president's 
cabinet member of A Defining 
Moment, and Gary McCauley, 
director of LifeWay's capital 
resource development depart
ment. 

During their seven days in 
Africa, the . group visited 

churches with ffiV/AIDS sup
port groups, including one in 
the heart of a Nairobi slum; 
observed TLW presentations ip 
schools; toured HIV/AIDS test
ing centers operated by the 
Baptist AIDS Response Agency 
(BARA); and met with the pres
ident of Uganda's wife, Janet 
Museveni, who serves as 
national spokesperson for True 
Love Waits. 

At one stop in Uganda, the 
group met with several young 
adults from Kampala Baptist 
Church who had signed TLW 
~ds years earlier. 

"To talk with young people 
who made TLW commitments 
years ago and today are the role 
models who are challenging 
others to make commitments to 
abstinence was an emotional 
and rewarding experience," 
Hester said. ' 

A key highlight for the group 
was a visit with Janet Musev
eni, the first lady of Uganda, 
who has championed t~e True 
Love Waits movement since its 
introduction in' that country. 
Her children took the TLW 
pledge in 1994, and when they 
married they· presented their 
commitment cards to · their 
spouses at their weddings. 

Several African countries 
have sent · representatives to 

For use of music In worsltlp 

Uganda to learn how it J 
radically decreased 
HIV/AIDS rate. The 6n 
told the group she believe 
Love Waits could be don 
where and be effective. 

"The impact of True 
Waits in Uganda is ae. 
only in statistics.· S 
Pumpelly said , .. but in tl 
that all Christian·based 
nence groups use TLW ~ 
ment cards as part of 
they do, even the first 
group. 

"The fingers of AIDS 
far and TLW is only a par 

. whole issue, but a part 
certainly affects the fu 
AIDS," Pumpelly added. 

Hester said the group 
riences in Africa unde 

' "the need for this worJ 
enhanced and continue 
in countries with a hi£ 
using True Love Waits. 

"The future existen• 
generation, as well as tl 
.ity of life, depends on d 
made by young people 
Hester said. 

"We could not have 
better look at True Lov 
ministry in east Africa: 
added. 

"What is happen 
Uganda and Kenya 
'duplicated all over Afrit 

Pastor suggests 1 ·1 0 commandments' 
Baptist Press As a former professor at New Orleans , 

Theological Seriftnary, Shaddix shared t 
RIDGEQREST, N.C. -With correct theology viction that seminaries tend to give the i 

as a key theme at this summer's Life Way Wor- sion that the study of theology is les~ im 
ship Conference, Denver pastor Jim Shaddix for those serving as ministers of music 
challenged participants with his "top 10 com- than senior pastors. "We've compartmei 
mandments" for setting a theology of music in theological education and raised worship 
worship. to believe it isn't important to know tl 

·Shaddix, pastor of Denver's Riverside Baptist Therefore they aren't able to filter out ~ 
Church, noted the "commandments" during ses- don't accurately represent God." He en 

• sions at the Life Way Ridgecrest Conference Cen- worship leaders to pursue the study of 
ter: - in addition to technical skills, , 

(1) Thou shalt worship God, not worship (6) Thou shalt reflect a holistic t 
woi"ship. "We are ~ people of extremes and we in worship content. "Celebration is 
have a hard time maintaining a · biblical hal~ only kind of worship," Shaddix said. 
ance," Shaddix ~aid. "A long time ago, people speaks of worship involving all seasons 
were nervous a'hout the. charismatic movement, there a place in our worsh.ip for sa · 
so worship services became like fun~ral services. don't understand'?" 
Now the pendulum has swung all the way to (7) Thou shalt wor&hip in a r~ 
other side and we have hand raising and clap- revelation and response. "There iss~o 
ping but lyrics without correct theology. In the without revelation," Shaddix said. " . .. -
revival of worship and the reaction of what we've Himself most clearly through His Word. 
seen, our focus is on the style rather ~ the separate the music from the preaching e 
object of our worship - God." have nothing to worship if God doesn 

-(2) Thou shalt worship as a lifestyle and who He is." 
not as a music style. "If there is a disconnect in (8) Thou shalt employ lyrics tha• 
what happens at the church event and what. is communal identity. Shaddix encour1 
happening in people's daily lives, there' is a prob- use of songs that represent worship on 
lem," Shaddix said. "That needs to be more the entire church body rather than onb 
important than if people are singing on the right uals by incorporating songs that includ 
key." the lyrics rather than "me." 

(3) Thou shalt make the Divine Seeker (9) Thou shalt use technology wi 
comfortable first and foremost; Shaddix logical and pastoral sensitivity. 
warned about trying to make seekers comfort,. agreed that the Bible speaks of worahi 
able first and foremost rather thaR God who ing clashing cymbals and loud music. : • 
seeks after non-Christians. Citing I Corinthians "He~ others sing encourages WG 

14:23-25, Shaddix noted, "If the presence of God amplification is so much that you can c 
is thick in a place and His Word is communicatr the sound on stage rather than tb 
ed clearly, seekers will be transformed." singing beside you, that isn't good.• 

(4) Thou shalt use music as a sacrifice of (10) Thou •halt fo•ter 
praise, not as synonym for worship. Shaddix retlecta the diversity and unit)' f/6 
challenged today' a definition of worship as music Shaddix encouraged worship leaders ta 
only. Worship should include preaching and not end in mind. •God is honored in ...... 
be limited to music alone. we strive tO accomplish ethnic dnetaiQ 

(5) Thou sbalt be theologically equipped. gregational unity.• CJ 
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:onference speakers call for renewal of t~ue discipleship 
Andrea Higgins understand concepts that are what I learned is they are just 

ay news service far deeper than what we chal- real humble men and God llsed 
' lenge them with." them. It made ~e understand 

DGECREST, N.C. It's Start a revolution more why their studies are so 
-enough for the church to A "radical revolution" in dis- life changing," said Guy, whose 

:>W if church members do not cipleship training is needed, pastor surprised her the previ-
ow in their relationship with said Avery Willis, creator of Life- ;4 ous week by asking her to take 
uist, said leaders at the 2006 Way's widely used MasterLife over discipleship training. 
•tional Discipleship Confer- discipleship materials. Willis "I thought I was the least 
ce, he.ld July 3-7 at LifeWay retired in 2004 from the Inter- person who could do it," Guy 
tlgecrest Conference Center national Mission Board as sen- said. 
ar Asheville, N.C. ior vice president for overseas 
~e are in desperate need of operations. 

in our churches," Discipleship, Willis said, is a 
Ergun Caner, president of relationship with God through 

Baptist Theological Christ and ·a relationship with 
ia Lynchburg, Va., other people. 

speaker at t.he conference "If you just see it as a pro-
;ru1orE~d by LifeWay Christian gram or a course, then you don't 

problem today, particu
for young people, is that 

l!ns:tiaJru· ty is "trendy," and 
are spiritually passionate 

biblically illiterate," said 
whose presentation 

~,;"';u from cutting comedy to 
commentary drawn 

his expertise in church his
world religions, and apolo

"They love Jesus. They 
can't spell Jesus." 

today have a sound 
foundation. and are 
to "touchy, feely, 

and sniff~ teaching, 
"'"""said; but the church can 

- better. 
think-we've made a serious 

!ltallte in Christian disciple
in that we are assuming 

stupidity of the members in 
tllurcbes," he said. "We 

~lle that the kids can't study 
H they can sing the 
they can learn theolo

they can memorize the 
to 7000 songs on their 
then certainly they can 

have real discipleship," said 
Willis. "No wonder our churches, 
being led by undiscipled people, 
become stagnated and dead -
because they've never been 
introduced to discipleship, 
where the- walk and the talk 
would match up." 

Willis said if the church were 
a factory, the product it makes 
s~ould be disciples. Otherwise, 
he proposed, chUiches should 

' question whether they should 
stay in business. 

Discipleship·is on the decline, 
and many chUiches have just 
given up on a generation that 
doesn't want to hear the "r(wolu
tionary message of Jesus 
Christ," Willis said. 

Willis cited research that 
indicates 85-95 percent of Chris
tians are "babes in Christ." 

There is an encoUl'aging side 
to that statistic, said Claude 
King, editor in chief of leader
ship and adult publishing at 
LifeWay Christian Resources. 
· "Babes in Christ can be the 
most effective witnesses," said 

THREE LONGTIME Southern Baptist leaders take questions during 
a panel discussion from attf]ndees at Discipleship Week at Life Way 
Ridgecrest Conference Center. From left are Roy Edgemon, Avery 
Willis, and T. W. Hunt. 

King, who authored Life Way's 
newest discipleship resource, 
The Call to Follow Christ, a 
sevQJJ.-week study that outlines 
the six disciplines for new and 
growing believers. It is the first 
in the Growing Disciples Series 
at LifeWay. 

In Matthew 28, Jesus com
missioned all disciples to repro
duce themselves, said Jay John
ston, LifeWay director of 
FAITH/evangelism and disciple
ship. 

It is important to remember 
that Jesus never separated 
evangelism and discipleship, 
Johnston said, and tb:e training 
materials from LifeWay are 
available because, "We need to 
equip the people." 

"I think the greatest failure 
we have in OUl' chUiches is that 
we do not begin discipling when 
a person is saved," said former 
missionary and director of disci
pleship training for LifeWay, 
Roy Edgemon. 

"They live without knowing 
their birthright. And their 
birthright is what they are in 
Christ," Edgemon said. 

"I believe when t \ley begin to 
know Him and love Him .. . 
everything else changes in their 
lives. But it begins with that 
new Christian." 

Noted Bible scholar T. W. 
Hunt, author of The Mind of . 
Christ, acknowledged that there 
is nothing easy about disciple-
ship. · 
· "Discipleship takes time," 
Hunt said. "It's not an easy road. 
It takes humility, self sac!ifice, 
placing the other person first. 
You wil). not become a disciple in 
one week." , 

Sharon Guy, a member of 
One Faith Fellowship in 
Memphis, chose the disciple
ship conference for training over 
her church's traditional Black 
Church Week because of the 
lineup of speakers. 

"I was really in awe. But 

iations hold outreach, baptism in~ state ••• 
~on1Hnw:!d from page 1 

service and following 
l~tsm were held near state 

cabins, fishing areas, and 
mumuJ~g area. 
~IDle from othe,r denomina

attended. Media attended, 
... -··· because it was unusu
nd people at the park could . 
t the events. Some even 
Kl the service. "' 
be outreach effort also ~as 
lrding, Viles said. The bot- · 
water bore a label which 

l Revelation 22:17, "Wboev-

Don't fuel the fire 
Conference instructors Diana 

and Steve Davis gave the "chal· 
lenge of the buckets" in one of 
their seminars geared toward 
deacons. Deacons were required 
to carry two empty buckets -
one symbolizing inflammatory 
gasoline and the other soothing, 
fire-quenching water - as a 
tangible reminder of their role 
in the church. 

''Their role is to preserve har
mony and free the pastor up for 
problem solving, not to add fuel 
to the fire," said Steve Davis, 
executive director of the Indiana 
Baptist State Convention. 

Walter Wold, chairman of the 
deacons at Shoal Creek Baptist 
Church in Burnsville, N.C., said _ 
the exercise, though it first 
seemed amusing, turned out to 
be right on target for church life 
today. 

"There's a lot of turmoil 
because we're building a new 
church. People don't like 
change," said Wold. 

'1Jle gas has always been 
what is prevalent everywhere 
I've been. That's why I'm taking 
water back to my church. But 
I've also got firepower to take 
back with me - lots of informa
tion," he said, hoping to ignite a 
passion for the Lord and disci
pleship. 0 

thirsty, let him come; and 
~ver ~shes, let him take 
ree gift of the water of life." 
he label explained the 
1r was a gift of ~orthern 
M!dland Baptist Associa

J. Vlles said the association 
ided the water and lures. 
lures were distributed to 

MANY OF THE PASTORS participating in Impact the Park pray 
before the service. 

THE FOSTER FAMILY from the Maynardville area leads a song 
during the service. 

rman. ~ 

e said he was asked sever
limes by people who 
ved the gifts why he was 
~ this. That gave him the 
rtunity to say that they 
given "'in the name of the 
Jesus Christ," said Viles. 

yone seemed glad to 
tt the gifts. he reported. 

After the outreach effort, the 
volunteers ate lunch together. 
It was provided by the churches 
in attendance. 

The service which followed 
included time for a message 
and music. Speaking was Mark 
Large, pastor, Hines Creek Bap
tist Church, Maynardville. 

The baptism was moved ear
lier than planned because of 
the weather. Rain was develop-

ing. So at about 2:15 p.m. the 
baptism service began. Two 
pastors baptized at the same 
time in Lake Norris. All ages of 
people were baptized, including 
children who had made profes
sions of faith at Vacation Bible 
Schools. and a handicapped 
ladv in her 50s. It did begin 
rai~ing about halfway through 
the baptism. but everyone 
stayed until everyone was hap-

'tized, said Viles. 
Media covering tpe event, 

included WBIR ChannellO- a 
TV station, a newspaper based 
in Halls, and several radio st-a
tions. The coverage was good 
and was an unexpected bless
ing. said Viles. 

The outdoor baptism sen;ce 
was recommended by Bobby 
Welch. president of the &utb
em Baptist Convention. in 
2005, said Viles. Several Ten-

nessee associations are holding 
similar services. 

Northern and M.idJand 
received a DVD froJ;O the SBC 
explaining it. The association 
signed up on the internet to 
respond to the challenge. Viles 
said he is thankful for Welch's 
idea and that the association 
followed through, he added. 

Northern and :\Ldland asso
ciations plan to make Impact 
the Park an annual event. 0 
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GOTM success 
God is using new church plants 

to change lives. Just look at the 
story of Crow Clark whose life has 
changed .. . dramatically. Twenty
one months ago, Crow was very 
sick. His blood pressure consis
tently ran at stroke level, he had 
an ulcer. His doctor discovered 
that he had adult onset diabetes. 
He was addicted to alcohol and 
drugs. 

The medical assistant at his 
doctors office had been witness- . 
ing to him for some time, and she 
kept telling him about a church 
called The Rock Community 
Church, where she was a member. 
He decided to check it out, and 
soon began regularly attending 
The Rock in Sparta, where he was 
welcomed into a family of believ
ers. "They accepted me .as I was, 
and they didn't ask me for any
thing in return," says Crow, who 
still sounds surprised by the fact 
that the congregation loves him 
outright, no strings attached. 

Pastor Duane Graves of The · 
Rock, baptized Crow shortly after 
his salvation. Since then, Crow is 
a new man. The love of Jesus is 
written all over his face when you 
spot him in the crowd of worship
pers on Sunday morning. His 
heartfelt prayers are moving in 
their sincerity and unwavering 
faith. Crow is now an usher at the 
church, and, as a gifted artist, he 
even painted the sign when the 
congregation moved to a new wor
ship location. 

When asked how The Rock 
Community Church has made a 
difference in Grow's life, he 
explained, ''The Rock has b!!en my 
foundation. It's been my family. 
They have taught- me not just 
about the Bible, but how to fee;l 
and love again. I want to be-there 
every time the doors are open." 

He now feels led to missions 
work and is prayerfully consider
ing God's call on his life. 

This story of a life transformed'
was made possible because Ten
nessee Baptist churches gave to 
the Golden Offering for l'ennessee 
Missions. 

Kristin Fleming 
Sparta 38583 

Disgraceful 
It is disgraceful that any 

Christian would refer to the elder
ly as "blue hairs (see "Elder rule" 
letter in the June 28 issue), and I 
for one am both saddened and 
ashamed that it has happened ill 
a Baptist church. It is no more 
accurate to call old people "blue 
hairs" than it is to call young peo
ple "peroxide blondes with dark 
roots." Not all of eithe!' age group 
fit in either of those categories. 

My church's constitution states 
as follows: "Every member of the 
church shall have a right to a 
voice in matters of church govern
ment, plans, and discipline." That 
pretty much takes in the ''blue 
hairs~' as well as the "flip-flops 
and T-shirt crowd." Shame on any 
church that does not want old 
people, young people, or anyone in 
between, as long as they've been 
born again, washed in the blood of 
Jesus Christ. I can't even imagine 
wanting to be a part of any church 
that refers to old people as "blue 
h . " aJIS. 

And, while I am on a roll, let 

e e ;-s e di 

me say this: I love to hear Billy 15:18-23). I just didn't think to 
Graham preach. He has preached expect it from those that claim to 
the same humble, salvation by be on OQI side. 
grace message over and over. I It seems though, that we may 
have the utmost respect for him. be in good company. Many years 
However, I tend to agree in part ago, a man named Joshua stood 
with the writer of"Appalled" (also before the nation of Israel and 
in the June 28 issue) about the challenged them to choose whom 
statute. I think it's a bit much. they would serve. That same chal-

Kathleen Pendergrass lenge still confronts us today. Will 
Fairview 37062 we serve the god of this age or will 

_ we serve the Lord? Those of us 

Disingenuous · 
Thank you for your coverage of 

the SBC for those who could not 
attend. Your article about the 
election of the president is inform
ative, but somewhat disingenu
ous. You listed the Cooperative 
Program giving of the churches 
whose pastor was nominated for 
president. According to your arti
cle, Frank Page's church gave 12.4 
percent of its undesignated gifts 
through the CP in 2005 ~nd Ron
nie Floyd's church gave 0.27' per
cent. You did not list the percent
age for Jerry "Sutton's church. 
According to tlie TBC Book of 
Reports, the percentage is zero. 

The Cooperativ~ Program has 
been the lifeblood of the SBC 
since 1925. Surely those who 
serve the SBC should demon
strate their cooperation. Coopera
tion means that we support a lot 
of causes, some dear to our heart 
~d some not so dear. 

Designated giving is good for 
Lottie, Annie, Golden Offering, 
Children's Homes, and Adult 
Homes. Most churches could n,ot 
survive if all the members desig
nated their offerings around the 
budget. What kind of message 
would it send if the pastor desig
nated all of his offerings? Des~g
nated giving sometimes means 
control, not cooperation. 

CP giving is not a requirement 
for denominational servi~e, but it 
does demonstrate a cooperative 
spirit. 

James Robertson 
Knoxville 37938 

Unlike the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, the Southern Baptist 
Convention counts designated 
Cooperative Pr<?gr_am gifts as 
Cooperative Program. - Editor 

Faithful servants 
' Intolerant, gay-basher, homo-

phobe, right-wing, radical, divi
sive, and now power broker. It 
seems those of us who attempt to 
adhere strictly to God's Word have 
been called just about everything 
under the sun by those that are 
more "tolerant" than we are. 

Unfortunately, much of the 
name calling has been done by 
those that claim to be on oU.r side. 
I can certainly understand those 
that do not know the Lord or 
those who blatantly follow Satan 

' engaging in such rhetoric. B\lt 
why do those who claim to be with 
us treat us this way? Are we 
mean-spirited because we accept 
God's definition of sin? Do we 
deserve to be criticized because 
we follow the parameters that 
God has set forth in His Word con
cerning the workings of the 
church, including what He says 
about the roles of men and 
women? Are we divisive because 
we strive to be true to the Bible? 
Perhaps I should learn to accept 
the verbal persecution. Jesus told 
His disciples to expect it, (John 

that have been on the receiving 
end of the name calling have been 
dedicated to serving the Lord, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Is it llecause 
of our dedication to Him that we 
are held in such disdain by oth-
ers? 

In my very brief piloting expe
rience, I learned that without 

. proper control and guidance, the 
plane crashes. That is also true of 
any organization. These "Power 
Brokers," that Leonard Riley 
refers to in the June 28 letters 
section of B&R, were elected by 
the vast majority of Southern 
Baptists to keep our plane in the 
air. They are dedicated to follow
ing God's Word not man's whim. 
In fact, the two primary tasks we 
are all charged with, according to 
the Scriptures, are these, preach 
the.gospel and endure sound doc-

· trine. 
Instead of inventing more 

inflammatory terms for our lead
ers, we ought to be praying for 
them that they will continue to 
stay on track. However, I do 
believe that·one more term will be 
added to that long list one day, the 
phrase, "Faithful Servant," will be 
uttered, not by the usual crowd, 
but by the Lord Himself. 

W.A. Taylor, pastor 
Mt. Tirzah Baptist Church 

Newbern 38059 

0 

Other extreme 
I was at this year's Pastors 

Conference to hear the brilliant 
and cordial discussions of Paige 
Patterson and ~Albert Mohler on 
the topic of different views of elec-· 
tion. I was at the Southern Bap
tist Convention to bear a dear 
brother ask the Executive Board 
to study the results of Calvinism 
on evangelism in the Southern . 
Baptist Convention. And I have 
read Roger Freeman's article 
encouraging us to leave behind 
the "Calvinism controversy" (July 
12, B&R) and move on to evangel
ism. But what has struck me is 
that no one seems to be asking the 
key: questions of evangelism from 
the other extreme. 

For myself, I am an "empow
ered evangelist." Due to my 
reformed theological views, I can 
walk in to the . midst of an 
unreached people group, number
ing into th,e millions with less 
than one percent Christ4m, and 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus 
Christ boldly, broadly, and confi
dently knowing that "His" chil
dren will be found. With my high 
view of the sovereignty of God and 
my confidence in the doctrines of 
grace, I find it most aberrant that 
anyone with such a view would 
use them as an excuse for laziness 
in proclamation. So if"Calvinism" 
is defined ~ a lack of evangelism, 
I must agree wholeheartedly with 
Bro. Freeman that we need to 
leave behind the "Calvinism con
troversy" and get on with evangel
lSID. 

or 

But what of the other extreme? 
Is there not another question that 
we need to be asking within the 
walls of who we are as Southern 
Baptists? Could it be that O\.lr . 

Arminianistic method·s of procla: 
mation have lead to the reality. as 
stated by many well known evan· 
gelists, that 50 percent plus of 
those sitting on our membership 
roles areJlot truly believers? 

Could it be that there is a cor
relation between an e:x-treme view 
that holds that Go4 has done His 
part and now it is up to me as the 
"salesman" to do all I can to con
vince, coerce, and cajole so that 
the "buyer" accepts my product 
and "signs" the contract by the 
reading of my printed prayer 
"unto salvation" and this unregen
erate membership? Could it be 
that our "evangelistic" training 
classes, that are more akin to 
Rainbow vacuum cleaners sales 
meetings than anything spiritual, 
has led to a membership being 
~onVinced and dunked but not , 
converted and baptized? 

I agree that we need to leave 
behind the debate of Calvinism 
and get on to evangelism .. But I 
also think we need to leave behind 
the Arminianistic · methods and 
move on to "real" evangelism. Let 
us stand together for the gospel 
and be clear as to what we mean 
by the term when we use it. 

Jim Cross, pastor 
First Baptist Church 

· Donelson 37214 
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ly Todd lrady 

Do ~tltlng•' 
control you? 

A while back, B&R E 
Lonnie Wilkey lJune 28 it 
told us about having to f 
new cell phone and abouc 
complexities that such tee 
logical gadgets often bri1 
appreciate him challengin 
toward simplicity as we se 
live for Christ in the mili 
our ever encroaching mode ..... 

His words hit home whe 
wife Amy gave me a bir1 
present this summer- mJ 
first cell phone. After hear 
never can get in touch wit 
during the day," and after 1 

ing this technological nee 
(or so some think) for th 
several years, I resigned 1 

to the fact that I am now a 
ber of the cellular commu1 

It's old news to. most, b 
phones are about so much 
.than making and receivin{ 

I am scared to think 
how much time I wasted 1 

that first week staring 
device, punching away < 

numbers, and figuring < 
the features. 

During the course of 
Eriioyed dialogue versation on my new ceU 

I enjoyed the healthy dialogue a friend told me, "Look ~ 
between Al Mohler and Paige Pat- phone." I pulled it away fi 
terson as presented in the June 28 ear, took one look at it, an 
Baptist and Reflector. I tend to he was! He had taken a p 
agree with Mohler that a healthy liimself talking to me an< 
debate is good for the mind and how sent it. 
the spirit. When friends find ouJ 

In the article, it became appar- have just started usmg 
ent both men were articulate in phone, the responses are 
their beliefs and each one was same. There is the 
striving for a theological thread in -''WHAT?" which is alwl 
a common fabric. Yet, philosophi- lowed by "You didn't hav 
cally speaking, that thread phone? How could you 8, 
seemed somewhat elusive. It is on 

I might as well !].ave tol 
this point I would like to discuss. that I rob banks or eat tJ 

From my perspective, the 
thread is how we might differenti- for breakfast. I am ami 
ate between free choice and free the shock and awe whei 
wilL These two terms may not be find out I bad never own 
synonymeus. When one speaks of phone. 
the will, does he mean voluntary I do not want my <; 
or involuntary thoughts. For to change me. It is a too~ 
example, how many of our use it for what it is, but 
thoughts, like hunger or thirst, want it to skew my v 
are mechanll:al. involu~ry what is important anc 
impulses that stimulate our never want to be one 
minds and pre-determine our persons who is alwayt 
thoughts to eat or drink? We have friends to -uhold on" whi 
no control over these impulses. ly pulling out their eel 
Either we are hungry or we are as if the President of th 
not. States were calling to 

Yet, we can control whether or advice about somethi111 
not we consciously respond to want to think of mys 
these impulses. highly than 1 ought. 

Certain individuals, much Jesus said "Take car 
stronger than I, choose not to eat on your guard against 
even when hunger is increasingly 

etousness, for one's life on their mind. This simple- fact 
leads time to believe two tbeologi- consist in the abundar 
cal points. · possessions" (Luke 12:' 

(1) God's personal call for sal~ now have one more P 
vation may not be avoided, but to add to my alread~ 
like hunger or thirst, it can be list of stuff: but I must 
resisted. its right place. 

(2) Redemption. meaning the There is nothing Wl 

combination of repentance and having things. There 
divine grace, is simply a two-sided wrong when our thi 
com. 

AndyBrasMr 
Como, MS 38619 

us. 0 - Brady is mini: 
university at Union I 
Jackson. 
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y Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

., , .g~t:numerous unsolicited manu- · church rolls in Tenn:~see ~: ;:~s;e chn:ches reported some people do not attend such 
scnpts. I try to read, or at least across the Southern Ba t· . ' 7~ resident members, as health. In my grandfather's 
skim ~hrough them, to see if Convention who never d~k:: mcreasmg the percentage of later years he stopped atte?ding 
they nnght be of general interest the door of any church tho~e wh.o attend to 3~ percent. regularly because he stmply 
to our readers. Some make the The 2005 TBC · J, l 

1 
ven if you factor I? the peo- could not hear, even with a 

"cut," many do not for a variety recentiy was released hio~rna p e who attend worship but not sound system and a hearing aid. 
of reasons, with the number one vides statistics from~ ~ pro- ~und.ay School I dou~t the num- The question those who 
being they are much too long. for Tennessee Baptist c~c~=~ er~crease dramatically. a~nd must address is, 11Are we 

[f people are church mem- But I recently received a According to inform t· F Y do pe?ple not attend? trying to let those who do not 
why don't they attend? faxed article~ written very con- which was taken from th ~n, Th or some ~t may be .apathy. attend know they are missed?" 
I could.answer that ques- cisely, from a church secretary. I al Church Profile com l:ted :- " ey were active a~ ~ne tu:ne but I am afraid that in many 
and give solutions, I could have reprinted her story below the churches th p Y got _out of the habit of gomg for churches the· answer is no. I 
a.book and ~ake millions - because it is an excellent exam- 1,102,416 Tenn.'essee e~: ti::se :;~~ and never ~etm:ned to en_courage ?eople. to read what 

And while I may spec- ple of what a church tried to do In 2005- the avera 8 p d · ur~, · For others It might be Maple Spnngs did to address 
as .to why they don't to combat the growing problem School attendance w!: 28~57 !h~y g~t mad"~t s~meone years the problem. N~, they did not 

I have no ready-made of n.on-attendance. That means . S · g an stoppe . gomg. have overwhelming results, but 
&.&w•a to get them back. . One sentence in her article day; about 25 op:r::~t ~;:e p:~ For ottdh.er~, litd may ble they they did reclaim some of their 

· S d · u h , ' were no lSCip e proper y after "lost" members 
any gtven . ':In ay more espec1auy caug t my eye: 'How ple on a church roll attend. the acce t d Chri Ch · · 

half of any g:~.ven church's can we save the lost if we lose Remember th . , . Y P e . s~. ur~he.s The fact 1s some people on 
~deJilt or total membership 4o . the saved?" Now: I probably averag~ Th ' at s JUsdt thbe nlin~ed to do a better Job of disci- church rolls are satisfied with 

d h h h '. . · ere are no ou t p g new members. New Chris- just being on a roll and ma 
atten c urc . ave heard that srud m one way many churches in our state tians h eli · 1 d ·n · y 
· if th h f:'-11 ff th · w 0 are sc1p e WI more never attend agam But there 
lB as ey ave ~· en o or ano er many trmes over th:e where the percentage of those than likel attend regul 1 d · · · 

face of the earth. But m real- course of my ministry as a Bap- att din · hi h . Y . ar Y an are some who JUSt m1ght return 
th b bl t h . . . . . . en g IS g er. begm to Witness themselves. to church if nudged or prodded 

ey are p~o a .Y. a orne tist JO~~st, but It really hit If you compare the atten- Those who are not discipled will Our task is to let them kno~ 
a five-mile radius of the home this trme. dance to "resident members " "f..-,, thr h th ks " · 

111 ..... h J think . · . . ' CU.L oug e crae · they are loved and missed and 
ust of the thousands the percentage lS higher. In Ten- There also are valid reasons let the Holy Spirit do the rest. 0 

ow ~an we save the lost if we lose the saved? 
agree to place all resident mem
bers on the SU!lday School ;roll. 

ciated those on their list who 
attend regularly, or to tell those 
who did not ·attend how much • 
they were missed. To accomplish 

after the one that was lost. 
Numbers count because each 

one represents a soul. 

books and seek the sheep. How 
can we save the lost if we lose 
the saved? 

cen~ lt--...;;,;....~-:-------

His reasoning was that when 
you put a person on· the Sunday 
School roll, you maintain · con
tact with them. 

We took our ~burch roll and 
<:livided the members into the 
classes they would belong to by 
age. Our community was then 
divided into visitation areas. 

the' mission they cou~d call, 
write, or visit. All were to be 
earnestly prayed for. A plan for a 
High Attendance Day in Sunday 
School was . also launched and 
this met with ·great results. ' 

Our focus has been to . make 
sur.e that all of the members of 
our church, plus the lost in our 
community know that we care 
about them, that we love them,
and that God loves them. We still 
have a great deal of work to do. 

We thank God at Maple 
Springs for a pastor who loves 
God, witnesses for Him, and 
leads us to reach out to others. 
Since Nov. 13, 2005, 15 souls 
have been saved and another 
five· have transferred their 
membership to Maple Springs. 
If you are a person who has to 
see numbers to believe in a proj
ect, these speak for themselves. 

oH 
Nw!Dbers count because each 
represents a soul. --

Whitman, pastor of 
Springs Baptist Church 

~Meaon, has dedicated his life . 
1 m r nn,,a profound belief. He was 
,sm the spirit of God recently 
, 81! a Church on Mission 
the . at our church. 
am! resident church mem-
bllll who were not ·attending 

1url the lost in our eommunity 

Before our revival services 
began, all of these member 
prospects were visited. We then 
placed all of our church mem
Bers, those attending and those 
who did not, in groups of five on 
the back of our church bulletin. 
Members were asked to contact 
those listed on the· individual 

~ ta\i1 our mission field. , bulletin. Their mission was to 
at~·" ""' Bill asked OW' chtrrch. to either tell how much they appre-

Our attendance increased by 
51 people from the previous 
week - from 95 to 146. The 
average monthly attendance for 
April was 98. It climbed to 107 
in May. I know of at least seven 
people who are now attending 
regularly each week. To some, I 
know this seems like a small 
number, but remember the story 
told in Luke 15:3-7. The shep
herd had 100 sheep, but 4e went 

This effort has made our 
church closer in mind and spirit. 
We truly care about each other. 

Do you know how many of 
your resident members who do 
not attend live in your very own 
community? Have you closed 

· them up in a record book? 
I know God will open His 

.book some day. I think that the 
day is here when our churches 
need to open up their record 

.. 

Pray and ask God if some
thing like we did is what your 
church needs to do. Remember, 
numbers really do count 
because each represents a soul! 
0- Edmonds is the church sec
retary at Maple Springs Baptist 
Church . 

ou never feel &eHer hurting someone because they hurt you' 
, ~ -""' ·· houses, so much of my outside a dog and he did not ·mean to Mama, alerted by Mr. John's ly, at that moment all I felt was 
~ playtime included the constant hurt Bobo." Her final counsel cussing, ran out this time to res- the stinging, burning welts on 

bui ' rt companionship of my little dog, must have really pushed my cue my enemy. She picked up his my precious little legs. She con-
yviit k Bobo. button, "James,. it is over. Let's hat, retri~ved his waU?ng stick, tinued, "James, you decided to 
$i, One hot July noontime, Mr. tell God we forgtve Mr. John and helped him to a cha1r on the hurt Mr. J ohn because he hurt 
~ t John came down the road going then you go back and play." front porch and brought out tOw- Bobo, didn't you?" Painfully, I 
,ars ~ home to dinner (he lived with Mama's wise parental ration- els to dry off the old fellow, ~ answered, "Yes ma'am." Then 
J~ ly James Porch his sister). Nearing the porch of ale did not work. While I could the time apologizing for my she made her big point, "Son, 
~ our house, Bobo, who never not label my intentions or all of behavior amidst Mr. John's you never feel better hurting 
rtte lr. John, a late octogenarian knew a stranger, ran out, tail my feelings, I w~s alread~ be~t silence: Once he .calmed down someone because they hurt you." 

to my hometown, leisurely wagging to greet Mr. John. on revenge. Putting Bobo m his and dried out a b1t, Mama car- Years later, I learned the 
~ 1 l~ past my boyhood home · Immediately, the elderly gen- back yard pen, I watched for Mr. ~e~ the dog-beater home after label for that episode -
j times each day, six days a tleman hit Bobo on the head and John to return to town after gtvmg me a stern command to revenge, and understood 

n~- ~ (on Sunday he made one across the back with his walking "dinner." As he slowly clim~ed sit still on the porch "until I Mama's counsel, Revenge is 
~ the Methodist ch.urch). stick and uttered some words I the hill leading to our house, I come back." I knew I was in big never sweet, or in the words of !:a y, ~nly prevented by had never heard before. Bobo went outsid~ and began to trouble. . . . our Living Lord Jesus Christ, 

li~ eme mclement weather, he cowered down, cried and uncoil 50 feet of water hose After drivmg back mto the "Vengeance is mine, I will 
r~~· e ~ trip dressed in a sea- squealed, and ran back to me attached to the yar~ faucet. driveway, Mama hastily \V~ed r-epay." 
W l ~t, hat, .white shirt and shaking and whimpering. I (Some of these details were up onto the front porch, pomted Now a final confession. 

b~tly shined shoes, and picked up my little abused dog related to me years later by my to a nearby peach tree and com- Another lesson. but I cannot 
~a walking stick. In the and ran int,o the house. Mama Mother.) According t.o Mama, I manded, "Go get me a long plead consistency in practici.Dg 
•s, he held the distinction as came to my rescue, offering com- began watering her flower bed§ switch." My fear jumped a notch the old teaching or claim inno
tndy.• A retired single fellow fort to both her son and his with the hose nozzle on full as I remembered I was wearing cence from temptations to get 

I 1gb nobody knew his earlier devoted friend. She knew my force. Once the dog abuser short pants. I got a whopping back at someone who brings 
~ ion), he appeared even to a hurt and anger. and lovingly and reached a spot just in front of that left welts on my legs for hurt on my life or family. How
~ ear old as a dressed up, very patiently rationalized, "Every- our house. I ran out and wet d~y~. ?.hil~ abuse? Oh. no! Child ever, by His grace. I keep tryiug 
. us old fellow who cared lit- one doos not like dogs, or maybe that old man from head to toe. discip me. Yes1 Then Mama to let go and abide by my Sav-

~ •r children. Bobo scared l\1r. John, or possi- Once again I heard new words, began the dreaded talk with a ior's expectation. '1 - Porch iS 
·' W' family home sat beside a bly our elderly friend has been this time in a very high pitched question. "'Did you feel bener executive drrector of the Ten-
~ el road apart from other attacked at some time earlier by voice. after you wet Mr. John?" Honest- nessee Baptist Convent;on 

• 
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"Building healthy churches empowered by the presence of GoJ." 
-

Middle TN •••••••. August 5- Hermitage Hills Baptist Church, Hermitage 

West TN_. .......... August 12- Englewood Baptist Church, Jackson 

Southeast TN •.•• .August 12- Red Bonk Baptist Church, Chattanooga 

East TN ....•••••... August 19- Monte Vista Baptist Church, Maryville 

• • 

Time: 9:00 a .m. - 2:00 p.m. ~ 

Conference Fee: $20 per person, includes lunch and 
conference materials . 

. 
To register, visit www.tnworshipandmusic.org of call (800) 558-2090, ext. 7908. 



_·board Training ·workshop 
gust 5 Central Baptist Church 

of Fountain City, Knoxville 

• 

gust 19 West Jackson Baptist Church, jackson 

~lstration: 8:45 a.m . 
nference: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

$1 0 per person 
l 

py e-mail to chanson@tnbaptist.org· or online at 
.tnworsbipandmusic.org.- For more information, contact Paul 
or Charlotte Hanson at (800) 558-2090, ext. 7908. 

Missions Leoders 
Inspiration, and Fellowship 

leaders. 

· Church, Madim 

• 

• • 

C!..otJ~~Je.c.t is 

~ ~=e 
e..v tw.J9e..l is~ic.. 

e..vf!.I.J't. 
• 

e..MfOI#Je.V"'hJ_<J -

2.00'-' 

Aug. 20-21 

Aug. 27 

Aug.30 

Sept. 2 

McMinnville Civic Center, McMinn_vi~le . 
with Craig Tackett, Enlightened Mtmstnes 
Contact: Eddie Ware (931)668-9495 

First Baptist Church, Cookeville 
with Tony Nolan, Dave Hunt 
Contact: Bill stone C931)526-7108 

Macon co. Fairgrounds, Lafayette 
Macon co. Back-to-School Blast 
with Real Encounter Ministries 
Contact: Don Jones (615)666-3127 

• 
Decatur Co. Fairgrounds, Parsons 
with Tony Nolan, Spur 58 
Contact: Mark Driver (731)967-5757 

Sept. 17-18 First Baptist Church, Clark~ville 
with Ed Newton, Chris Whtte Band 
Contact: Joel Reynolds (931 )645-2431 

Sept. 17-18 South Doyle High Soh_ool, Knoxville 
with Tony Nolan, Gamson Band 
C<:mtact: Mik? Parker (865)577-6617 

oct. 1-2 Obion Co. Fairgrounds, Union C~ty 
with Eric Hixon, Jonathan and Ltsa 
contact: David Hagan (731)885-2961 

Church, lawrenceburg 
Church, Greeneville 
Church;. Cookeville 

te..~Ar9e..rs 

- . to bri~~J9 ~ 

+v-i~~ to 
h~r the..· -

· li+e..-~9-;,..)9-

Go~e..l or 
Je.sus. 

Oct. 1-4 Long Hollow Baptist Church, Hendersonville 
with Tony Nolan, Chris White Band 
Contact: Jeff Lovtngood (615)824-4006 

Baptist Church, Nashville 
Church, Knoxville 

Baptist Church, Chattanooga 
Baptist Church, Jackson 

if pre·registered or $7 per · 
For more information, con~d 

558-2090, ext. 7918 or 
558·2090, ext. 2064. 

Coming Up! -

Oct. 15 

Oct. 22 

.Coming Up! 
August 7 3D Sunday School Training, First Baptist qhurch, Portland 

Calsonic Arena, Shelbyville 
with BJ Harris 
Contact.• Kenny Jamison (931) 684-1634 

Inglewood Baptist Church, Nashville 
with Mike Satterfield, Chris Orr 
Contact: Dale Braswell (615)228-2546 

Coming Up! 

August 7-1 0 Pastor's Retreat, Carson Springs Baptist Conference Center, Newport 

August 8 

August 8 

August -10 

August 12 

August 14 

August 15 

August 15 

30 Sunday Sc.hool Training, Caney Greek Missionary Baptist Church, Rogersville 

3D Sunday Schoof Training, First Baptist Church, Athens 

3D Sunday School Training, Beech Park Baptist Church, Oliver Springs 

Interfaith Evangelism Associate Trajning, Wilson County Baptist Association, Lebanon 

30 Sunaay School Training, Pomona Baptist Church, Dickson 

30 Sunday School Training, Long Heights Baptist Church, McKenzie 

3D Sunday School Training. Bayside Baptist Church, Chattanooga 

For information on upcoming events, see the TBC web site at www.tnbaptist.org. 

• 

----------------------------------- Church Health Matters 
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Retreat planned Ion at (256) 734-5632. 0 

for bivo ministers . Waslt. ltiglt court 
Baptist and Reflector upholds DOMA 

BRENTWOOD - A Bivoca- Baptist Press 
tional Ministers and Wives 
Retreat for West Tennessee will 
be held Sept. 8-9 at Old English 
Inn in Jackson. 

The theme for the event is 
"Standing Strong m an Evil 
Day." 

"People today are under 
extreme pressures," said Ray 
Gilder, bivocational ministries 
specialist for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. 

"This conference is designed 
for bivocational pastors and 
their wives as an encourage
ment to stand strong in an evil 
day," Gilder said. 

Speakers include Willie 
McLaurin of the TBC staff and 
Andre Dugger, pastor, Grace 
Baptist Church, Nashville. 

Breakout conferences on a 
variety of topics also will be 
offered. 

The cost is $100 ap.d includes 
hotel and meals. Deadline for 
reservations is Aug. 28. For 
more information, contact Ray 
Gilder at (615) 371-7907. 0 

FAITH Summit to 
be held in Alabama 
For Baptist and Reflector 

CULLMAN, Ala. -A Nation
al FAITH Summit will be held 
Oct. 2-3 at First Baptist Church 
here. 

The event is sponsored by the 
church and Life Way Christian 
Resources. 

The event is geared to senior 
pastors, ministers of education, 
and FAITH directors who hav.e 
been conducting a FAITH evan
gelistic ministry at their church 
for three consecutive years or 
more, according to Jim O'Dillon, 
minister of education and out
reach at First Baptist. 

Dean Abernathy of Life Way 
will lead the training. There will 
also be group discussions on 
FAITH-related issues. 

For more information about 
the event, including costs and 
hotel information, contact O'Dil-

OLYMPIA, Wash. - Wash
ington's high court is the third 
court in July to block efforts by 
homosexual activist s to force 
recognition of "same-sex mar-

. riage." In a 5-4 ruling July 26, 
the court upheld the state's 
Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA), overturning two lower 
court rulings that declared the 
legislation unconstitutional. 

Consideration of the case 
began when 19 homosexual cou
ples filed two cases to have the 
state's DOMA overturned. 
Lower court rulings sided with 
the plaintiffs, but the supreme 
court's ruling explicitly states 
that the court has not been 
given the role of deciding who · 
may be married in the state. 
That role belongs to the state's 
legislators, the ruling stated. 

Legislators in the state's gov
ernment, the court's majority 
opinion said,· are ((entitled to 
believe that limiting marriage 
to opposite-sex couples furthers 
pr<?creation, essential to the sur
vival of the human race, and 
furthers the well-being of chil
dren by encouraging families 
where children are reared in 
homes headed by children's bio- . 
logical parents. Allowing same
sex couples to marry does not, in 

Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos -

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Fall Special 

2 night weekend, $140.00; 4 week
nights, $200.00 Efficiency Unit 

(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good 9-6 thru 1 Q-31 
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 

RIDGECFJEST - SINGLES· 
SEPTEMBER 1-4, 2006 

. . 
"Go Light Your World" is the 

theme for the 2006 Singles 

Labor Day Weekend retreat at 

Ridgecrest Conference Center. 

For more information call 1-

800-588-7222 or visit www.life

way.com/singleslaborday. 

the legislature's view, further 
these purposes:" 

Justice Barbara Madsen 
wrote in the court's opinion 
that, "1n reaching this conclu~ 
sion, we have engaged in an 
exhaustive constitutional 
inquiry and have deferred to the 
legislative branch as required 
by our tri-partite form of gov
ernment." 

Justice Bobbe Bridge, siding 
with the homosexual couples 
suing the state, wrote in his dis
sent that the high court would 
be maligned someday for not 
having overturned the state's 
traditional marnage laws. Mad
sen, however, noted that should 
such laws be passed in the state, 
"it will be because the ~ people 
declare it to be, not because five 
members of this court•have dic
tated it." 

Richard Land, president of 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion's Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission, said the decision 
was surprising, given the court's 
reputation as "one of the most 
liberal" in the country. 

"Nevertheless, a 5-4 win is 
better than a 5-4 loss," Land 
said. 0 

. 

To the best of our knowledge all 
ads in the Baptist and Reflector 
represent legitimate companies 
and offerings. However, one. 
should always use caution in 
responding to ads. 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

l:.ow, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 
25 $11 .08 $13.39 
35. $11.35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 , 
55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1·80o-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. 
Level premiums that do notJncrease for 
the first 15 years, Written by an A+ life 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
illustrated above. Please call for other 
ages and Female rates. 

Baptist college 
presidents lea11e 

college trus t ee and l"ft 
businessman will ~t 
interim president, efft'c 
Aug. 1. 

Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Two South
em Baptist college presidents 
have announced plans to leave 
their positions. 

Dan .MacMillan, the ei 
president of Bhsefield (Va.) 
lege, will resign effe<rtive 
16 to become director of 
Ed.D. program for Dallas 
tis t University's Gary 1 

Graduate School of LeadeJ 
and special assis tant to 

Doug, Hodo, the second 
president of Houston (Texas) 
Baptist Univers ity, retired 
June 30. Jack D. Carlson, a president. 0 

APOLOGETIC EVANGELISM WORKSHOP, 
ISLAM 

There will be an· Apologetic Evangelism Workshop held at 
Wilson County Baptist Association on Saturday August 12, 2 
from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The topic of this workshop will focw 
" THE TRUTH ABOUT ISLAM, A CHRISTIAN PERSPECn 
This workshop will be led by Robert Ndonga, Apologetic A-ssoc 
North American Mission Board, SBC. There is a $15.00 regist~ 
fee for this workshop. The deadline for registration is August 8. 2 
Materials will be provided during the workshop as well as brc 
and lunch on Saturday: Those who attend all the sessions and < 
plete the assignments, will be certified by the North American 
sion Board to lead awareness. conferences in local churches. To 
ister, p1ease contact the Wilson County Association 
615-444-8820. Information on this workshop can also be foun 
the TBC website at www.tnbaptist.org/events. 

KID'S CHORAL CONNECTION-WHAT IS IT? 
• ~ 

This is an opportunily for your older children's choir singers• to 
~ith many other children from across Tennessee in a moss c 
There will be times of age-appropriate recreation and fun celebr 
planned for the KIDS. There will be devotional times geared to 
children think about the ·9ift of music God has given, and 
tesponsibilify to give the gift of music-making back to Him. 

Jane &urdeshaw • Di,..etor 
~ a mu~lc speciQ!W.. • Misa • J01\a haa worked wllh dnldren In 
private schools, churCh choirJ, ond atoto/norionol/lntornationol COli 
ossemblie~. For the post seven yeor1 .he has directed the 150 
Alabama Baptist AI !.Slate Children' l Honor Choir. She ho~ o 
teaching materials for Ufewqy and Creator magaZine as well os I 
Strong Choroder for a life~me, a curriculum used in schools an 
churches ac.rou Alabomo Sh. rehred from leaching aft.r twent~·fn 
in public schoola. 

Cano Nichols 
Preschooi/Childrens Choir Conwhant 

Tennenee 6~!': Wor.hip & Mu~ic Mln1ttry 
Music .A!.sislonl at Weal Jo n Baptist Church in Joduon 

"Wbot a p<Wdege ~ u ro lxing chddren frof'JI oil 0¥11 our SIDle to ""''*' Wll)i ~ 
another.~ the children prepare and roheorse undet Ill. leadership o1 0110 ol our no! .on's 
Qrjo()~ Children'~; c:horol diredou, ~ b our desire thai ~id• would uoollzo llolli< 6.,,. 
U..;gn. Wo oro e.GO!ed for HI• ,,.owro ol\d lo 11'10~0 eM l1w. c;o""' Ia< H""l ler'• w..g 

HI• pra..o ~ ort• 
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pastor 

obertson retires from church after 35 years of service 
·11nn1iA Davis Bushey · $200,00.0-$300,000. the church work. 

and Reflector The church has regularly "I believe people rise to your 
renovated its educational facili- level of trust in them." 

JU,j,...,'""- Jim Robert- ties. Sharon built a Ministry He is very proud of the 
etired July 16 after serving Center several years ago. The Sharon congregation. During his 

as pastor of Sharon center includes a new state-of- ministry, the church has doubled 
ist Church here and 40 the-art kitchen and gymnasium in membership and added two 

as pastor of ohl:ll'ches in . with walking track. full-time ministers to the staff. 
rLes,see. When Robertson came to Jim Clark, a member, helped the 

thought he was prepared Sharon in 1971, the congrega- church develop a Tennessee Bap
ave the congregation and tion was meeting in a sanctuary ~st Convention Disaster Relief 
~rn .. lr here but he realizes in built in the late-1800s. He chal- ministry and trailer. Sharon's 

ways he isn't. lenged the church to build a new Ministry Center is an approved 
did not know the depth of sanctuary, which it did in 1975. Red Cross shelter. The church 

jpolilC1S that you form," he That meant the old sanctuary recently sent a youth team to 
exMtple, he and Janice was torn down. It was the first New Orleans through the World 

(ensmit secretary of thing Robertson did, but not the Changers program. Last year 
Church f<?r 28 years, are last, tG sh$ike things up at the Sharon gave $20,000 to the Lot-
she "caB read my mind." church, he admitted. · tie Moon Christmas Offering for . 

his· last weeks, he Robertson said he has the International Missions and a 
four sermQns which three attributes needed by a record $5,000 to the Annie Arm-

~ 

reminiscences, said Baptist pastor - a hard head, strong Easter Qffering for North 
rtson. One thing he spoke thick skin, and a soft heart. American Missions. 

the fracture of society More seriously, he said he hopes "They are people who. love' 
divorce which has "dec- he also has integrity. Hershel Jesus and are hard workers," he 

the church and society" Chevalier, retired pastor, Cum- said of the congregation. Sharon 
[au:sed "such heartache." berland Baptist Church, is «a very mission-minde_d 

he has counseled families, Knoxville, cited -that character- church in terms of support." " 
tried to minister to the istic when he spoke of Robertson Sharon also is caring, he said. 

and husband but always at his x:etirement service. The church once hosted a baby 
to oo an advocate for the Robertson said Chevalier shower for a pregnant lady who 

he said. He noted most might be referring to the times wasn't married. A member ques-
time the church lost at he was the lone vote against the tioned him about it. His 

1uu., member of. the divorc- rest of the 99-member Executive response was if he was going to 
Board of the Tennessee Baptist be wrong, he wanted to be wrong 

does use divorced Convention. Robertson served on the side of grace. 
as-leaders, he noted. twelve years on the board. · He :was glad to serve on the 

jbe1l'ts01n said he has seen Just as 1n those situations TBC Executive Board, he noted. 
in his community over when the board vote prevailed, He helped begin the Tennessee 

of his ministry. the congregation's vote pre- Baptist Adult H-omes ministry 
wbich sits between vailed at Sharon, said Robert- and encouraged the convention 

Powell north of son. "I believe in congregational to publish its news, at that time 
"used to be out in government." appearing in the "Green Light," 

mtJrv.'" he recalled. Now . He also believes in trusting in the Baptist and Reflector. 
being built . the church members who serve Robertson is concerned about 
are worth on church committees to do the country, which is divided 

BaPtist horiored by ••• . . · . 
11tinued from page 1 Upon returning to the mus1c mdustr~ m 1998 

comments served as a reminder to Lewis of Lewis began putting music to many of his poems. 
}ss:ton people have for the classic Christi~ He approached Southern Gospel stations and 

songs and that it is not confined to one began to get "his foot in the door." . . 
~pn1ca1 region of the world. H~s songs, along_ with other C~stlan country 

would think that Christian country artists, now receiv:e much better play on Southern 
would have a strongheld in the South, Gospel statio~s, which traditionally preferred 

e opposite is true, Lewis said. music by quartets or groups. 
fl it:istilan country music is actually much Lewis credi_ts the reason -for 

in the North while Southern Gospel the increased exposure to the 
· s more popular ~ the South, he said. fact the songs ''have a message" 

1 rlle Preaclter' . 
sys he's still a Country Preacher 

t the Call was loud and clear: 
Ch the Gospel to every creature,' 
Je knows the Lord wants him here. 

rhe world he could be preaching, 
)'88tS his dreams were grand. 

'linislry could be more far-reaching, rrs not part of God's own plan. 

~ his church continues growing, 
has needs that he must fill. 
le takes comfort just in knowing 
IJW19 here he does God's will. 

'ten his soul is called to glory 
tis body to the sod, 
11 msJce the nightly news story, 

'~ no less a Man of God: 
Hugh X. Lewis 

that people want to hear. 
Though 75 years old and 

battling macular degeneration, 
Lewis has no plans to slow 
down. 

He still travels and "perfon;ns 
his music in a variety of set-

LEWIS 

tings, including churches. 
Lewis who accepted Christ at the age of 17, 

acknowl~dged he made "many mistakes" during 
his younger years, but believes God "has a reason 
for my longevity." 

"I don't know what the Lord has in stor~ for 
me," he said, but Lewis plans to use his gift_ with 
words to honor and bring glory to Jesus Christ as 
long as he is able. 

And as to bow and why he received the recent 
honor 'from Tenne~see legislators, ~ewis jus; 
laughs and not.es, "God works in mystenous ways: 

Regardless of the reason. however. Le"?s 
pledges h> use his_ne': position "tot~~ utmost. 

For more information about LeWIS fra.meable 
poems or CDs, contact him at (615) 883-0086. :J 

• 

JIM ROBERTSON, recently retired pastor, Sharon Baptist Church, 
Knox\til/e, stands in the church's new gymnasium, which includes 
a walking track. The gymnasium is a part of the church's Ministry 
Center, which is about two years old. 

between conservatives and mod
erates. The political climate has 
affected Christians, he sai<;l. "We 
have lost our focus: Are we 
working . to reach people?" He 
believes one answer is to adopt 
the view that the church and 
state should be separate. 

.He is concerned about South
em Baptists who are divided 
like the country between conser
vatives and moderates. But he 
·also sees other divisions, like 
church starts which aren't coop
erative with the association or 
convention. 

He· hopes churches will find 
new ways of partnering. 

He and Judy, his wife of 44 
years, will live in the area. They 
will enjoy more time with their 
two daughters and two grand
children. The Robertsons will 
leave Sharon, 'Yhich will be diffi
cult but is the best thing to do, 

said Robertson. Judy will leave 
a ladies class she has taught for 
22 years. 

Personally, he is glad to say 
he has received grace after being 
concerned with «the oughts" for 
many years. He thinks he has 
become an acceptable preacher 
though h~ never thought he 
would. He compared his style to 
the styles of Ramsey Pollard and 
Lewis Rhodes, pastors of Broad
way Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
where Robertson attended as a 
student. Their styles were differ
ent. Then Robertson studied 
chemical engineering at the Uni
versity of Tennessee before sur
rendering to the mjnistry call. 

Over the years· he also has 
learned that God "is not 
impressed by ministerial cre
dentials," said Robertson. 
Instead He is interested in "how 
we minister." 0 

Church constitutes in Ripley 
Forerunner Baptist Church, an African-American congregation 
which began four years ago as a Bible study with five people, 
constituted as a church on Sunday, July 9. The church was the 
vision of pastor/church planter Thomas Bester who was con
vinced God wanted him to plant an African-American church in 
the West Tennessee town. After beginning in March of 2002, the 
church purchased in July a building formerly occupied by East
side Baptist Church, an Anglo congregation which re-located. 
Victory Baptist Church, Henning, was the sponsoring congrega
tion. At the time of the constitution service, Forerunner's mem
bership had reached 151 and the church has started a Bible 
study in Covington which 1s reaching 30-35 people each week. 
Participating in the service were, from left, Bill George. West Ten
nessee church starter strategist; Bester, Ray Jones, director of 
missions. Big Hatchie Baptist Association; Shtrley Bester: Dan 
Hollar,d, pastor, Victory Baptist: and Mtke Owens, associat1onal 
mission council leader. 
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Ariz. foundation 
exe~s guilty of 
fraudulent schemes 
Baptist Press 

PHOENIX - A jury found 
the former president and the for
mer legal counsel of the Baptist 
Foundation of Arizona guilty of 
three counts of fraudulent 
schemes and one count of know
ingly conducting an illegal enter
prise July 24, seven years after 
the collapse of the organization. 

"Many in our Arizona South
em Baptist family are ready to 
close this chapter of our .life 
together and move on," Steve 
Bass, executive director-treasur
er of the Arizona Southern Bap
tist Convention, said in a state
ment to Baptist Press after the 
verdict. 

"As ·1 visit our churches and 
hear our people, the BFA issu~ 
is no longer the 'hot topic,' " Bass 
said. "Our churches and people 
have moved on to our greatest 
passion: sharing the good news 
of Jesus Christ with our world. 

"Justice from a secular court 
of law is only a beginning to the 
healing · that must take place," 
Bass, the ASBC director, said. 

"My prayer is that the first 

emotions we felt on hearing the 
news of the bankruptcy and the 
charges against eight persons -
emotions like shock, disbelief, 
anger, and helplessness -can 
now be turned to forgiveness, 
r econciliation, and healing. May 
we spend as much energy in for
giveness and healing as we did 
when we were shocked that such 
a thing could happen. It.is now 
time for the healing to begin." 

The jury, which had deliber
ated for a month following a 
nine-month trial, found the 
executives, William Crotts an~ 
Thomas Grabinski, innocent of 
23 counts of theft, concluding 
that the two did not intentional
ly steal from investors but got 
into trouble and tried to cover 
their tracks, The Arizona R epub
lic reported. 

Facing obligations of more 
than $550 million to more than 
11,000 investors, the. foundation 
filed for bankruptcy in 1999, the 
largest Chapter 11 filing by a 
nonprofit organization in U.S. 
history. A new corporation was 
formed as part of the bankrupt
cy proceedings to sell off all 
assets, repay debts, and cease 
operations. 

Crotts, 61, and Grabinski, 46, 
were taken into custody after 
the verdict was read, with sen-

Carpenter Bus Sales, the excluJive BUJ Provwer for 
Life Way Church BUJ Sa!u, not only sells buses ... we 
keep up with safety issues, legislation, regulations 
and insurance considerations ... 
<10 you catz malce an informeJ ptirchaJel 

FREE CD 

If you are still transporting your Church 
members and guests in a 15-passenger 
van, and you're not sure about the safety 
Issues or your liabilities. let us send you a . 
FREE CD entitled IS YOUR VAN SAFE? -

Request onUne: carpenterbus.comlsafety 
Email: lnfo@carpenterbus.com 

America's #1 Church Bus Dealer 
1-800-370-6180 • carpenterbus.com 

H\C: SIV ILRVIIU Pl~L~I:N rS 

OUR 7:00 P.M. 

SUNDAY EVENING 

PRAISE & WORSHIP 

SERVICES ARE MOVING 

TO MONDAY EVENINGS 

JUST FOR THE MONTH 

OF AUGUST! 

FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT: FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 

317 PARKWAY, SEVIERVILLE. TN 37862 
(865) 453-9001 • WWW.FBCSEV.ORG 

tencing scheduled for Septem
ber. The R epublic said lhe two 
men could face six to 23 years in 
prison for each count. 

The case had been called the 
largest "affinity fraud" ever, 
meaning it targeted a specific 
group- many elderly churchgo
er s who had invested their 
money in building Baptist 
churches and retirement homes 
- The Republic noted. 

Also, the accounting firm of 
Arthur Andersen completed a 
$217 mi11ion payment as part of 
its settlement with former BFA 
investors in May 2002. It was 
the second-largest settlement 
ever paid by a "Big Five" 
accounting_ firm to settle litiga
tion not associated with the sav-

-
MINISTRY - COMBINATION 

Director of music ministries and 
Christian education , full-time. 
Salary to be negotiated. Applica
tions now being accepted .. Send 
resume to Eastanallee Baptist 
Church, Attn: Personnel Commit
tee, P.O. Box 3148, Riceville, TN 
37370 or call (423) 462-2620. 
For more information, see our 
web site www.eastanallee.com. ................ • • • • 
Friendship Baptist Church of 
Friendship, Tenn., seeking bivo
cational music/youth minister. 
Housing and utilities provided 
with base _ salary. 35 minutes 
from Union University. Please e
mail resume to wforop@ bell
south.net or mail to Music 
Search Committee, P.O. Box 68, 
Friendship, TN 38034. Web site, 
www.ourchurch.com/member/fl 
Friendship 1N. .............. • • • • 
First Baptist Church, Somerville, 
Tenn., is seeking a full-time min
ister· to students & church activi
ties director. Experience in a 
Southern Baptist Church pre
ferred. We are a growing church 
with 350-400 in worship. Job 
description available upon 
request. Interested applicants 
send res~me to: Personnel Com
mittee, First Baptist Church, 
12685 South Main Street; 

• 
Somerville, TN 38068. . .......... ,. ...... 
Central_ Baptist Church of Spring 
City, Tenn., is looking for a Youth 
Minister and a Music Minister. 
We are willing to combine the 
positions or keep them individual 
depending upon the preference 
of those who are interested. 
Send resume to Central Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 192; Spring 
City, TN 37381. ............. . -· . . 
First Baptist Church, New 
Tazewell,-Tenn., is searching for 
a full-time pastor to stu
dents/associate pastor. Some 
music background helpful but not 
required. Resumes will be 
received until September 1 st. 
Send resume with cover letter to 
newtazewellfbc@ centurytel . net 
or to Student Pastor Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 248, New 
Tazewell, TN 37824: 

• 

na ional n s 

ings and loan crisis. 
Five other BFA employees or 

associates pleaded not guilty to 
felony charges in exchange for 
their testimonies against Crotts 
and Grabinski during the trial. · 

The Arizona foundation had 
no ties whatsoever to the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation. 0 

MINISTRY - OTHER 
The Human Resources Office of 
the Executive Board of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention 
announces that applications are 
being accepted for the positions 
of Senior Graphic Designer and 
Graphic Designer in the Shared 
Ministries Group. General infor
mation about these positions is 
available on the web site: 
www.tnbaptist.org. Please con
tact the Human Resources 
Office, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, 
TN 37024, (615) 371-2013 for 
further information. Interested -
persons must submit an applica
tion to be considered for a posi-
tion. · 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
Lyons Creek Baptist Chwa 
accepting resumes for the p 
tion of full-time pastor. Pit 
send resumes to Lyons Cr 
Baptist Church c/o Pa 
Search Committee, 9235 ~ 
berry Plains Pike, 
Plains, TN 37871 . " you • 
like to learn more about 
church, please visit us at 
creekBaptist.org. 

~~~· 
First Baptist Church, Atw 
Tenn., is now accepting resu 
for the position of full-time 
tor. Please send resume to 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
Atwood, TN 38220, Attn: P: 
Search Committee. 

I 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Ct 
in Coalfield,. Tenn., seeks a 
tor. Church parsonage is : 
able if needed. Send r&! 

and tape to Pastor Search 1 

mittee, 1306 Fairview F 
Coalfield, TN 37719. For 

----------- - .. information, see www.ple~ -
MINISTRY - MUSIC 

The Shelbyville Mills Baptist 
Church in Shelbyville, Tenn. . is 
accepting resYmes. for the posi
tion of worship ministe·r. To be 
considered, applicant must be 
well grounded in doctrine, love 
the Wo~d of God more than 
music, have a passion for the 
expository preaching and teach
ing of the whole counsel of God, 
and be willing to fill out a lengthy 
questionnaire and undergo thor
ough questioning, credit, and 
background check. If interested 
e-mail or write to 
.Jonosmbc@ bellsouth. net, 900 
Union Stre.et, Shelbyville, TN 
37160, Attn: Jonathan Sims. 

•••••••••••• • • • • 
Lincoln Park Baptist Church in 
Knoxville, Tenn., is seeking a 
part-time minister of music. 
Please contact the church office 
for more information, (865) 687-
5451. 

~ . . ~· ............ 
Glenwood Baptist Church needs 
a part-time music minister. 
Please send resume to Glen
wood Baptist Church, 308 E. 
Thompson Lane, Nashville, TN 
37211 or call (615) 361-8051 . .............. . .., . . ., 
Western North Carolina Ghurch 
seeks a full-time minister of 
music with a unique opportunity. 
For further details and informa
tion go to www.hazelwoodbap
tistchurch.org and click on "Job 
Opening." 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
New Hope Baptist Church- of 
Dyer, Tenn., is searching for a bi
vocational minister of students. If 
you are interested or know of 
someone who is, please contact 
Pastor John Fields at (731 ) 414-
4566 or Chm. Joey Hays at-(731) 
643-7 427 or you may send 
resume to New Hope Baptist 
Church, 876 North Main St., 
Dyer, TN 38330 . 

grove baptist. n e t/s 
_pastor. html. 

First Baptist Church, Mor 
Tenn., is now accepting re! 
for a full-time pastor po 
Please send resume to
terey First Baptist Church, 
Chestnut St. , Montere1 
38574. Post to the atteni 
Sonny Gilpatrick. 

... 
ATTENTION! I Timothy PI 
Are you as dedicated 
the flock God has for 
as we are to finding 
herd God has for us to f 

.. Pray & see if it is youl W 
Send your resume to 
Search Committee, 
Unionville Rd., Halls, TN 

Zion Baptist Church In 
N.C., is seeking resume 
full-time pastor. Please 
no later than August.31, 1! 
Pastor Search Commi 
zionbaptist-psc@ caroline 
or mail to Zion Baptist I 
Pastor Search 
West Zion Church Road, 
NC 28150. 

I ~+++ 

Delaney Street Baptist C 
in search of a senior 
Please send resurr 
Delaney Street Baptist 
1919 Delaney Ave, Oris 
32806, Attn: Chairman 
Pastor Search Comml 
mail office@dsbc.org. F< 
al. church information, 
web page www.aeJSJ 
com. 

MINISTRY - CHILl 
Minister to Children · 
Springs First Baptist Ch 
tie Rock, AR. Send * 
jstatton @ gstbc.org or 
31510, UttJe Rock. Af 
Information at www.g 
Previous children's 
experience required. 
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Confessions of a Reformation Rev 
by Mark Driscoll 

Zondervan eooks, 2006 

feeling called to start a church in an area 
only two percent of the population worships on 

given Sunday. Then imagine that once you reach 
attendance of 120 to 150 you decide to start 

,ding out" those who are not committed to your 

es and your beliefs by beginning a class that is 
for all new members. 

~~ .... a1~·a exactly what Mark Driscoll did in the · early 

J~I.U.II!;"' • of his now mega church Mars Hill in 
Wash. Driscoll taught the first required class

!cusmlg on the essential doctrines and mission of 
church. After a participant finishes class, he's 

d to sign a cov~nant agreement with the elders 
requires him to be committed to the church 

1gh active participation. 

would not accept a church filled with Christians 
•r•• •r .. not give, serve, or reach lost people, because 

• 
invariably make themselves and their selfish 

the mission of a church and kill innovation and 
"he writes. 

:iscoll writes freely of the ~stakes he made in his 
to get his church started and what h e 

along the way. As he grew through his mis
he began to study church structure through the 
through. books written by others and by attend

.... "._rratT other churches. His lnitial goal was to 

a chnrch for Generation X. But what he discov
in attracting Generation X was that- they also 

other generations to look to for wisdom and 

IJOlre all, Driscoll's desire was to be a mission-ori

. In the early stages ofchurch grewth, he 

there were three kinds of people attending 

'bs~ervers - those who were happy to do and 
tothing, but just came and watched. 

onsumers - those who also gave and did noth
ut were always wanting more. 

1 articipants - those who came seeking a way to 

ay, Mars Hill is approaching 10,000 people. The 
I class for new members is still required and 

half of the people- who attend the class decide to 
't to join the church. The others leave or contin-

be observers and attend worship services. 
tip services - which always include singing, par

~ of communion, praying, and preaching - begin 
sermon and generally run about two hours in 

t. 

ording to research cited by Driscoll, between 60 
~0 percent of all churches in America have 

ued or declined in membership and/or atten-
Driscoll believes that most churches tend to 

l in" and accept their size and slip into a mode of 
enance. "At some point, people will move away or 

.hers will get bored,.and slowly the church will 
a cycle of decline unless it intentionally rein
itself missionally to continue to grow by taking 

in an effort to reach lost people for Jesus." 
ore, Driscoll is always working to reinvent. 
ile you may not agree with all his methodology, 

• 
ave to admire Driscoll for his strategy. His 
tt-provoking book is filled with biblically-based 
lees for his methods and his beliefs. It's a good 
>r any pastor or church leader who desires to 
l mission-based church. a - Ferguson, of 
l, is a correspondent for the Baptist and Reflector. 

-
Set apart by God 
By Matt Cannon good thing. Jesus 

Focal Passage: John 17:9-23 
There are financial advisors who 

say that_ every household should set" 
aside an emergency fund equal to 3-
6 months of expenses. This money is 
not to be used unless an emergency 
arises; it is set aside for special use. 

While it is important to have 
money set aside like this, Christians 
need to realize that we are set apart 
by God for a special purpose as well. · 
We are not in this world for our own 
pleasure; we are in it to please God 
and to show forth His glory. He has 
set us apart for His purpose and it is 
in following His purpose that .we 
Will find true joy. 

John 17:9-13: Throughout my 
church-going life, I have heard an 
untold number of preachers preach 
about the evils of"the world." While 
I understand that the intent was to 
remind · us that Christians are 
called to a higher standard than 
the unbelieving world, the effect 
that this type of preaching has on 
some causes them to hate the 
world. However, Jesus said that 
God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son that whosoev
er believeth in Him should not per
ish but have everlasting life. 
Because of this fact, we should have 
love for the world as we work to 
lead unbelievers to Christ. 

In this prayer of Jesus, v.re see 
that He knows that His followers 
are in the world and that it is a 

was no longer 
· going to be in the world, but those 

who believed in Him would be tak
ing up His ministry. He asks the 
Father to protect them just as they 
had been protected while with 
Jesus. 

Christians must not be afraid to 
engage our culture by showing 
everyone eve~here the love of 
Christ. We long for the blessings of 
Heaven, but we must remember 
that we are presently in the world 
to make a difference. , 

John 17:14-19: While we ar~ 
making a difference in the world, it 
is our responsibility, by the power 
of God, to remain different from the 
world. Jesus prays that His follow
ers will be sanctified, or set 
apart/made different, by the truth 
found in God's Word. . 

In engaging the culture, we 
must guard our hearts so that we 
are not sucked into the godlessness 
of the culture. Continually being 
exposed to the truths of Scripture 
will help to prevent us from giving 
in to the temptations that we will 
inevitably face. We must be trans
formed into the likeness of Christ 
as we try to reach out to unbeliev
ers. 

We must also understand that 
we will be hated by some just as 
Jesus was. However, we can face 
these obstacles knowing that we 
have divine protection. Even if we 
are killed, we are safe m God's 
arms. 

t 

John 17:20-23: As we strive to 
share the gospel, we must under
stand the truth that we are not in 
competition with other God honor
ing, Bible believing churches. Some 
of the church advertising I have 
witnessed seems to pit church 
against church trying to increase 
their attendance. Jesus prayed that 
we would all be one just as He and 
God the Father are one. 

It is interesting that Jesus said 
that as we have this type of unity, 
the world will know that God the 
Father has sent Jesus. I take this to 
mean that as Christians and 
churches have unity and work 
together to accomplish God's objec
t ives, Christ is glorified. 
Conversely, if · we squabble over 
petty differences instead of uniting 
with a common purpose, the cause 
of Christ is hindered. 

Every Christian is in the world 
to make a difference while being 
different from the world. However, 
we must learn to show love and for
giveness to our fellow believers as 
we humbly serve our master. Our 
effectiveness as witnesses depends 
on our willingness to take seriously 
God's desires. Q- Cannon is bivoca
tional pastor, Cardiff Baptist Church, 
Rockwood. 

How can I stay on course? 
By Randall Adkisson 

Focal Passage: Ecclesiastes 7:1-
8:17 . -

Look at life backwards. It has 
been said, "Every imp9rtant deci-

• sion should be made in a grave 
yard." Certainly 1n a cemetery the 
perspective of lives brings clarity. 
Planning life from the grave back
wards is a wise discipline. Solomon 
writes from that perspective in 
chapters seven and eight. 

One cannot read Ecclesiastes 
without perceiving the melancholy 
mood of its author. Solomon writes 
as a man who has lived life - phys
ically, educatio~ally, economically 
- in as prosperous a position pos
sible. He inherited David's king
dom at its zenith. His wealth and 
wisdom were proverbial. There was 
little (perhaps nothing) that .Be 
could wish for that he did not have. 

Solomon's life was like the one 
dreamed of when young boys and 
girls play as kings and queens. His 
was a life of luxury and leisure. He 
could command his desires and 
order his days without any thought 
of contradiction. He had the time to 
study, play, hunt, and party without 
end. And, at least during 

• Ecclesiastes' writing, he was miser-
able! 

The wisdom that Solomon pos
sessed served him well as a ruler, 
but practical wisdom for his per
sonal life seems· to have escaped 
him. He married poorly but often. 
They were political relationships, 
international alliances sealed with 
marriages. These relationship-

devalued marriage ,as God had 
designed it. He married outside his 
"faith"• and found his faith polluted 
with idolatry (vv. 26-28). 

He soothed the boredom of his 
days with unending pleasure seek
ing, finding that pleasure was fleet
ing: in his words, "vanity!" Even his 
continual pursuit ofknowledge had 
left him unfulfilled (v. 23). 

As Solomon reflected upon his 
life and his mistakes, he wrote 
warning others of his own mis
steps. His words echo through the 
graveyard. "Make decisions today 
that you won't regret tomorrow. Go 
to a funeral and realize the short
ness of life and its fleeting nature. · 
Stand at your own- grave and look . 
backwards into your life. Decide 
what you want your legacy to be, 
then live each day aimed at that 
legacy." 

The heart of the wise is in the 
house of mourning, he writes (v7:4). 

Living life backwards. 
Solomon delineates several key 
principles to living successfully as 
he looks back upon his life. 

Live justly and pursu'e justice. 
Solomon's reign had been marked 
by wisdom as he brought discern
ment to the court system a Kings 
3:16-28). Yet he also had forcibly 
conscripted labor for his own proj
ects and lived with the knowledge 
that others in his court used their 
pesitions for selfish gain. Solomon 
cans for doing justice so that you 
will live with<'ut regret (7:7). 

Unproductive anger is eschewed 
and patience is implored (7:8-9). 
Throughout the Proverbs one may 

s~xnoo.~ 
-&plo~emo 

~6 

find the themes of level headedness 
and patience. Looking back at life 
from it.s end, Solomon recognized 
that impatience and anger had 
been counterproductive. 

Life is wasted as we spend time 
looking at the past instead of living 
productively in the present (7:10). 
On the one hand, memory is selec
tive and we tend to forget the trou
ble of past days magnifying our suc
cesses and remembering only the 
good moments. On the other, we 
must recognize the limited perspec
tive of our early years and realize 
that former times may seem better 
merely because we did not know 
more. 

Whatever the reason for our esti
mation of the former days, living in 
the past only secures an unproduc
tive present and a failing future. 

Much of chapters seven .and 
eight is an exhortation to exercise 
genuine wisdom for everyday cir
cumstances. Perspective upon the 
day must not be bound by the con
straints of the present life. Justice 
and righteousness will be revealed 
and rewarded fully only in eternity. 
Life must be lived with this knowl
edge (8:12-13). 

Life is lived best by those who 
fear the "lord and live daily atten
tive to His word. ':l - Adkisson is 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
CookeviUe. 
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+ Elaine Legg, 64, of 
Rutherford, died July 21 after 
an extended illness. She was the 
wife of Jerry Legg, retired pas
tor, First Baptist Church, Dyer. 
He has served as interim pastor 
of several churches since his 
retirement. Mrs. Legg is also 
survived by two daughters and 
five grandchildren. 

rs 
+ Chad Clanton has been 

called as pastor of Gum Springs 
Baptist Church, Lawrenceburg, 
effective June 11. He was not 
called as interim pastor, as 
reported in the July 26 issue of 
the Baptist and Reflector. Clan
ton formerly has served the 
church as interim pastor. 

+ West View Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, recently 
honored-its pastor, Mike Stout, 
for 25 years of service to the 
church . · 

+ James Smith is retiring 
as pastor of Central Baptist 
Church, Selmer. His last Sunday 
was July 30. Smith has served 
the church for 12 years and been 
in the ministry for 51 years. 

f'C es 
+ Trinity Baptist Church, 

Jonesborough, .will hold 
revival Aug. 13~ 16. Phil Glisson, 
evangelist of Memphis, will 
speak. 

+ FriendshiP Baptist 
Church, Delano, will · hold 
revival Aug. 6-9. The churc~ 
holds · revival each year in 
August. Ron Sorah, pastor, 

-
Stuart Park Baptist Church, Church, Benton, has begun 

construction on a new fellowship ·Cleveland, will speak and 
Buddy Galyon of Sweetwater 
will lead the music. For more 
information, contact Lee Paul, 
pastor, at (423) 506-6424 or. • 
(423) 745-8530. 

hall. . 

+ About 50 members of sev-
+ Colonial Heights. Bap

tist Church, Kingsport, 
recently celebrated 50 years of 
rojnjstry on two Sundays. Guest 
speaker was Charles Lowery of 
Plano, Texas, author and corpo
rate motivational speaker. 

+ Henard's Chapel Bap· 
tist Church, Rogersville, 
recently purchased 67 acres for 
a future church site. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Lawrenceburg, celebrated its 
llOth anniversary recently. For
mer pastor BiU Oakley was the 
guest speaker. 

+ Benton .Station Baptist 

eral · Memphis-area churches 
helped 13 student families of 
Mid-America Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Cordova, 
move into newly constructed 
apartments at the school recent
ly. Among those helping were 
volunteers from Bellevue Bap
tist Church, Kirby Woods 
Baptist Church, and Ridge
way Baptist Church. Also 
Faith Baptist Churc~ made 
their childcare facility available 
and provided lunch for student 
families and the volunteers. The 
seminary's new student housing 
includes 144 apartment units to 
be completed by Nov. 4. 

PARTICIPANTS OF A PARADE to promote the Vacation Bible 
School of Parkway Baptist Church, Smyrna, stand with th.eir pastor 
Dan Parker, c~nter. The parade was led and .followed by the 
Smyrna Police Department. It included a fire truck, a Rescue 
Squad Unit, bicycles, motorcycles1 and·other vehicles. The vehicles 
were d9corated. Also banners were carried announcin{Tfhe VBS. 
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1 Baptist and Reflector Day · 
I 

1 Sunda~Aug.20 
I I 

1 Your church is invited to join hundreds of other ctlurches across the Tennessee Baptist 

: Convention in observing Sunday, Aug. 20, as Baptist and Reflector Day. 
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Inform friends and family about the Baptist and Reflector as the staff ''tells the story of Ten-

nessee B~ptists." The B&R brings you news, features, inspirational. columns, editorials, Sun-

day School commentaries, and more each week. . 
To help more people become aware of their Baptist paper, we offer your church free . . 

copies to distribute on B&R Day to every member in your church. 

Complete this form and ~ail to Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 
37024. You can also fax it to (615) 371-2080 or call Susie Edwards at (615) 371-2003 or 
Mary Nimmo at (615) 371-7929 to request free copies. Send form by Friday, Aug. 11. 

__ Number of free copies requested 

Church Name 

Street Address -----------------------------
.... 

City ________________ State ______ Zip -------

Person Placing Order 

Title 

Phone Number 

I 

·------------------------------------------~ 
' 
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+ The 2006 Appalachian 

Regional Ministry Summit 
will be held Sept. 7-8 at Central 
Baptist Church, Johnson City. 
The summit is a forum for 
Southern Baptist !llinistries 
from ApP..alachia to share infor
mation about short-term mis-

e 

sion opportunities. lt alao 11 

people seeking short·tf'J1D • 
sion opportunities in the ar 
One of the sponsors of the me 

· ing is the Tennessee Ball' 
Convention. Deadline to "'d 
is Aug. 11. For nlore inbt 
tion, contact www.ai'Dll 
stry:org or Heather Wilson. T 
staff, at 1~800-558-2090 t 

2061. 

MEMBERS OF ROCKY POINT Baptist Church, Russellville, s 
in front of a sign welcoming them to LeMoyne Boulevard & 
Church, Biloxi, Miss. They served there June 17-23 helping I 
cane victims. The volunteers served with Pleasant View & 
Church, Talbott. They worked on homes installing sheetrock, ' 
ding the sheetrock, and sanding it. They also distributed care 
and Bibles to families living in FEMA trailers. Helping them prt 
the care bags were two other congregations. Those picturec 
from left, Dorothy Haun, Donna Smyth, Tom Haun, t 
Buchanan, Robert Wilkerson, Kim Click, Terry Click, Erin 
Andrew Henry, Ruble Henry, Lillie Henry, Ronnie Bales, Eddil 
Anna Helton, Noah Click, and Irene Bales. 

... 

BREAKING GROUND for the Church at Antioch near 
recently are, from left, Kenny Stephens; Phil Saindon, J 

Bryan Howard; Keith Paul; and Curt McLaughlin. The congre 
begun by Saindon, has met in a home and in a retail 
was begun in 1999~ 

LEONARD MARKHAM, left, new pastor of First Baptist 
Fairfield Glade, and his wife, Debra, visit with Tom 
Barron, retired International Mission Board missionaries wl 
Crossville, at a Summer Missions Emphasis Meeting 
Woman's Missionary Union of Cumberland Plateau Bapli 
ciation, Crossville. It was held at Fredonia Baptist 

• 
Crossville. The Markhams spoke about their recent tnl 
West Africa. · 

• 


