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Issue next 
have a 

holiday 

Baptists ilurturiitg ltope a year after Katrina 
By Adam Miller other agencies, God is bringing 

laDtlst and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD In 
with the pro-, 

schedule of the 
uv•~",')" and Reflector, there 

not be an issue next 
~""c.n. in observance of the . 
PlUV.L Day holiday. 
Late-breaking news and 

Sehool commen-
for Sept. 10 will oe 

on the Tennessee 
Convention web 

_at www.tnbaptist.org. 

Baptist Press brighter days to the Gulf Coast. 
. ''We never envisioned any-

GULFPORT, Miss. - One thing could impact our coast 
year after hurricanes Katrina, that much," said Jim Didlake, 
Rita, and Wilma devastated the director of disaster relief opera­
Louisiana and Mississippi Gulf tions for Mississippi Southern 
Coast region, Southern Baptist Baptists, who also noted an 
Disaster Reliefleaders are look- unprecedented impact of anoth­
ing back at the remarkable min- er kind: 'We already are seeing 
istry already accomplished - God use this to open doors and 
and settling in f~r the daunting reach people in ways we would 
task still ahead. have never dreamed possible." 

More than.60,000 homes and To date, Southern Baptist 
160 churches were damaged or Disaster Relief has involved· 
destroyed along the Mississippi more than 15,000 volunteers in 
coast. Countless people were left relief and recovery efforts that . 
homeless in New Orleans. South- have now transitioned into a 
em Baptists rolled in just hours massive rebuilding campaign. 
after Hurricane Katrina .hit More than 3,000 homes are 
bringing with them a convoy of being t:ebuilt in Mississippi 
relief- and an eternal hope ris- through the financial support of 
ing above earthly circumstances. the North American Mission 

In all, Southern Baptist vol- Board and several state Baptist 

The .next issue, which 
be dated Sept. 13, will 

reports of the TBC's 
pmn:uttee on Committees 

Committee on Boards. 
bnvention bylaws require 

publication of those 
r...,...,...,..., 60 days prior to the 

unteers from 41 state conven- . conventions. 
tions, including Tennessee, 
prepared more than 14 mmion 
hot meals, .coxnpleted 16,973 
cleanup and recovery jobs, pro-._ 

The Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention, in conjunction with five 
metropolitan Baptist associa­
tions in lhe slate, are in the 
midst of a two-year commit­
ment with Robinson Road Bap­
tist Church in Gulfport to send 
volunteers there, according to 
David Acres, Tennessee, Baptist 

MARY NIMMO, · on ladder, a member of Broadmoor Baptist 
Church, Nashville, and staff member of the Baptist and Reflector, 
puts insulation ·in the wall of a Gulfport, Miss., home that was 
severely damaged last year by Huriicane Katrina. Helping her are 
Annette Roberts, left, and Mary Creek 

~uru meeting which will 
held this year on Nov.14-

Bellevue Baptist 
Cordova. 0 

vided 103,556 hot showers, 
cleaned 25,826loads of laundry, 
cared for 7,817 children, and 
purified 21,595 gallons of water. 

And even a two-year commit­
ment probably won't be enough, 
he admitted. 'We are looking at 

Louisiana," Acres predicted. 

Through the efforts of South­
ern Baptist Disaster Relief and disaster relief director. 

· five to 10 years of rebuilding in 
portions of Mississippi and 

Through Operation NOAH 
(New Orleans Area Hope) 
Rebuild, Southern Baptists will 
- See Baptists, page 9 

• 

th ministers find MySpace to have both benefits and risks 
nnn&D Wilkey & Scott Barkley 

and Reflector 
uploading pictures and ~deos, or send­
ing messages quickly among individu­
als or groups. 

OD - My Space, an online 
,no>mEmo>n that is approaching 100 mil­

users, mostly students, has both ben­
and risks, youth leaders in Tennessee 
Georgia agree. 

For many youth ministers MySpace is 
one of the most effective ways to reach 
today's teenagers. 

can register for a free 
web page to network with 

'u.""" by blogging (online journaling), 

Five to 10 years ago the most .effective 
way to communicate with youth was e­
mail, reflected Alec Cort, minister of youth 
at Tulip Grove Baptist Church, Old Hick-
ory. 

·> 6/U/2006 8:25 AM 
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--SPACE pages come with a comment sec-
where youth pastors and students can stay 

constant contact. - Photo courtesy of The 
ristianlndex 

"Now, the most effective way to 
communicate is through MySpace 
and text messaging on cell phones," 
he said. 

Jason Garris, student minister 
at Hermitage Hills Baptist Church, 
Hermitage, agreed that MySpace is 
a good way to communicate with 
teens. 

"When my youth have a ques­
tion they 'MySpace' me," Garris 
said, explaining that he receives an 
e-mai1 info~g him of a message 
on his MySpace page. 

"It is a great way to stay in con­
tact with teens," observed Garris, 
who has his own MySpace site. 

Garris and other youth minis­
ters also use MySpace to advertise 
and promote youth events. 

The youth ministry at First 
Baptist Church, Gallatin, bas its 
own MySpace site. "'W'e use it to get 
information on events at the 

church out to our youth," said Brian 
Prince, the church's youth pastor. He 
noted the youth respond well to MySpace 
messages. 

The communications aspect has caused 
Kent Shingleton, youth ev~gelism spe­
cialist for the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion, to begin a YEC (Youth Evangelism 
Conference) MySpace page (www.my­
space.com/tnyec). 

"Our desire is that it will pass on infor­
mation about the YEC and provide a place 
for Christian students to comment about 
their YEC experiences with one another," 
Shingleton said. 

Ricky Smith, minister of youth at 
Piney Grove Baptist Church, Columbus, 

••r"•F 
Baptist and Reflector 

.... 
• BRENrrn-TwmooD -. The Baptist and 

Reflector is offering its second reader 
survey. • 

We invite readers to respond to this 
question: "Is it appropriate for church 
leaders to use a cultural phenomenon 
such as MySpace for ministry purpos­
es?"' 

If yo11 would like to respond, answer 
the question "yes" or "no .. and then state 
your reason in 100 words or less. 

We will print as many responses as 
we can in a future issue as well as post-

• 

... 

Ga., observed it ~s much easier for him to 
communicate with his students "through 
MySpace than even e-mail. 

"Kids maturing in their faith will keep 
me informed about their struggles. Noth­
ing takes the place of one-on-one, but this 
has really opened up the door to account­
ability," Smith said. 

Todd Bishop, minister of youth at 
Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashville, 
learned about the popularity of MySpace 
while on a youth mission trip last summer 
in Ecuador. 

Students wanted to spend free time at 
an Internet cafe, he recalled. They would 
lbg onto MySpace to tell friends of their 
-See Youth, page 4 

ing responses on the web site. 
To respond to this question, go to 

www_tnbaptist.org and go to "this week's 
news" and click on the story, "Youth min­
isters find MySpace to have both bene­
fits and risks." 

For those who do not have computer 
access, send your response to Baptist 
and Reflector, P. 0 . Box 728, Brentwood, 
TN 37024; or fax to (615} 371-2080. 

Preference will be given to shorter, 
concise answers. Be sure to include your 
name, city, zip code, an.d phone number 
(phone numbers will not be published). 

- lonnie Wilkey, editor 
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Southern Baptists 
bolster relief in 
Middle fast 
Baptist Press 

MIDDLE EAST - As the 
United Nations mobilizes troops 
to maintain a fragile ceasefire, 
Southern Baptists are stepping 
up relief efforts in Lebanon and 
Israel, funneling more than a 
half-million dollars in aid into 
the war-tom regi~n. 

Damage from air raids and 
rocket at t acks has flattened 
homes and leveled buildings, 
leaving hundreds of thousands 
homeless. Some spend hours 
sifting through ash-colored rub­
ble, trying to salvage any trace 
of their former lives - perhaps 
a photograph or family heir­
loom. Most of the devastation is 
concentrated in southern 
Lebanon, an area recently visit­
ed by a Southern Baptist med­
ical assessment team. 

''They've got no possessions 
left; there is not a &ingle chair 
that's intact," a Christian med­
ical worker ~aid. "Everything is 
smashed and covered with con­
crete. The smell of dead bodies, 
either human or animal, is 
prevalent in these communi­
ties." 

So far, Baptist partners in 
both nations have distributed 
$100,000 worth of supplies -
food, water, temporary latrines 
and showers, medicine and 
cleaning supplies - to people 
displaced by the fighting. · 

"Vfe never show any kind of 
favoritism," a Southern Baptist 
relief consu ltant said. 'We're 
distributing aid to anyone who . 
has need, regardless of their 
faith." . 

An additional $250,000 has 
been earmarked to provide more 
of the same, as well as blankets 
and portable heaters for the 
region's rapidly appro~ching 
winter. 

Food supplies are especially 
critical, which is why Southern 
Baptists also have purchased 
more than 250,000 cans of tuna 
fish. High in protein, tuna . was 
an obvious choice because it's 
already part of the Middle East­
em diet, the consultant said. 
The <!ans are slated to be 
shipped to Lebanon before the 
end of October. 

At a cost of $300,000, the 
• 

tuna bumps the total amount of 
Southern Baptist aid to those. 
affected by the conflict to 
$650,000, making it this year's 
second-largest relief project. 
Though the sum may appear to 
be a drop in the bucket com­
pared to the $230 . million 
pledged by the United States, it 
will be used to minister to areas 
outside large population cen­
ters, which often are neglected 
in times of turmoil. 

'1n a major crisis like this, 
you always have a lot of govern­
mental agencies as well as large 
aid organizations that provide 
resources," the consultant 
explained. "Sometimes, however, 
these resources never get to the 

no ·a nal I s at n WS 

Union schedules church-related events 
Union University news office Union's Sayqe CbaJ*l. It is free and open to tbe 

public. 
JACKSON - The beliefs and practices of The third event will be Union's second -a.,p. 

ti.st Identity Conference• Feb. 16-17. The t.h81M 
for the conference will be "~Convention, Coopera. 
tion, and Controversy.• 

.Paptists, the unity of Scripture, and global 
warming will be the topics for four church-relat­
ed events sponsored by Union University over. 
the next few months. 

The first event, "Baptists in America: Baptist 
Way or Baptist Ways?" is a symposium scheduled 
for Oct. 16 on the meaning of the Baptist tradi­
tion. Speakers will be Gregory A. Wills, professor 
of church history at the Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, and Bill J . Leonard, dean and 
professor of church history at Wake Forest Uni­
versity Divinity School. 

"This will be an engaging conversation 
between two distinct Baptist voices," said Greg 
Thornbury, dean of Union's School of Christian 
Studies. "Both men are widely respected schol­
ars, and we're expecting a thought-provoking 
dialogue." 

Speakers include Timothy George. dean or 
Beeson Divinity School; Steve Gaines.. p&l.St.or ol 
Bellevue Baptist Church . in Cordova; Frank 
Page, president of the Sou them Baptist Conven­
tion; Paige Patterson, president of Southweatern 
Baptist Theological Seminary; Russell Moore. 
senior vice president for academic administra­
tion at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; 
Thom Rainer, president of LifeWay Christian 
Resources; Ed Stetzer, missiologist and research 
team director at the North American Mi88ioo 
Board; Mike Day, director of missions for the 
Mid-South Baptist Association in Memphis; and 
Union President David S. Dockery and Thorn-
bury. . 

The event will begin at 10 a.m. in Harvey 
Auditorium in the Student Union Building, with 
a luncheon and question-and-answer session at 
11:30 a .m. Cost for lunch is $5. 

The fourth event will be the biannual confer­
ence of Union's R.C. Ryan Center for Biblical 
Studies, set for April 27-28. 

The conference theme will be "One Bible, One 
Gospel: Exploring the Unity of Scripture.· 
Speakers for the conference will be Paul House, 
associate dean and professor of divinity at. Bee­
son Divinity School; Ken Mathews, professor of 
divinity at Beeson Divinity School; Grant 
Osborne, professor of New Testament at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School; and Christian 
recording artist Michael Card. 

The second event, "Evangelicals and Global 
Warming: A Formal Debate," will be held Oct. 30 
and will feature two k~y voices in the debate 
over global warming. David Gushee, the Graves 
Professor of Moral Philosophy at Union, and Cal 
Beisner, associate professor of historical theology 
and social ethics at Knox Theological Seminary, 
will . debate how evangelical Christians should 
resp<?nd to the global w~ng controversy. 

Union University professors Charles Bald­
win, the Ham.mons Professor of Pre-Medical 
Studies, and Mi<!hael Salazar, assistant profes­
sor of chemistry, will also participate. 

The two-hour debate wj].l begin at 10 a.m. in 

Union University Christian studies faculty 
members will also lead sessions at the confer­
ence. Cost is $45 and registration will open this 
fall. More details about all events will be forth­
coming. For more information or to register, call 
(731) 661-5117.0 

people who really need the help. 
That's why it's often advanta­
geous to come in a little la~r, 
allowing us to see more clearly 
and to minister to needs that 
have been overlooked or neglect­
ed."O 

F.DA OKs 1morning 
alter1 pi!l 
Baptist Press 

WASIDNGTON - The fed­
eral government approved Aug. 
24 the non-prescription sale to 
adults of Plan B: a "morning-

-after" pill for women that has 
abortion-causing qualities. 

Pro-life and pro-family advo­
cates responded with dismay 
and criticism to the announce­
ment from a presidential admin­
istration that normally has 
sided with them in i~ policies 
regarding unborn human life. 

The Food and Drug Adminis­
tration's new policy will make 
Plan B available without a pre­
scription for use by women 18 
and older. Females 17 and under 
will ~ need a prescription~ a 
requirement previously for 
women of all ages. Plan B will be 
available for purchase at phar­
macies and health clinics. It is to 
be kept in stock behind the 
counter at each pharmacy, so 
proof of age can be checked, 
according to the FDA. 

Plan B is basically a heavier 
dose of birth control pills. Under 
the regimen, a woman takes two 
pills within 72 hours of sexual 
intercourse and another dose 12 
hours late£ The "'morning-after" 

pill, also known as emergency 
contraception, works to restrict 
ovul~tion in a woman. But it 
also can act after conception, 
thereby caus ing an abortion, 
pro-lifers point out. This mecha­
nism of the drug blocks implan­
tation of a tiny embryo in the 
uterine wall. 

The FDA's decision means a 
prescription will continue to be 
required for birth control pills 
but not for stronger doses of the 
same drug. 

Critics said the new policy 
not only will destroy tiny human 
embryos but make it difficult to 
keep it out of the hands of 
underage girls and undermine 
parental rights in the process. 

Southern Baptist ethicist 
Richard Land called it "a sad 
day for America." 

"AlloWing drugs with such 
powerlul physiological and emo­
tional effects to be sold ov.er the 
counter to adults without a pre­
scription will have significant 
consequences, none of them 
good," Land, president of the 
Ethics & Religious Liberty Com­
mission, told Baptist Press. 0 

Oklahoma judge 
upholds display of 
Commandments 
Associated Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - A federal 
judge in Oklahoma has upheld a 
Ten Commandments display 
outside a county courthouse, 
saying county officials did not 
advance any religious viewpoint 

by all(}~g the monument to be 
built two years ago. 

United States District Judge 
Ronald White ruled Aug. 18 that 
Haskell County, Okla., commis­
sioners did not err in allowing 
the eigat-foot-tall stone monu­
ment to be erected on the coun­
ty courthouse's lawn in Stigler. 
He relied on recent opinions by 
the U.S. Supreme Court sug­
gesting that government dis­
plays of religious symbols or 
texts that are important parts 
of Western civilization can be 
done in a constitutional man­
ner, depending on their contexts 
and histories. 

White wrote that county com­
missioners did not 11overstep the 
cOBStitutional line demarcating 
government neutrality toward 
religion" in allowing the monu­
ment. The stone monument has 
a translation of the Decalogue 
on one side, and a copy of the 
Mayflower Compact on the 
other. 

He noted that there are sev­
eral other monuments on the 
Haskell · County Courthouse 
lawn, including ones honoring 
veterans of various wars and the 
Choctaw Indian tribe, decreaa­
ing the religious value of the 
Decalogue display. 

''A reasonable obaerver would 
see that the [commandmentaJ 
monument is not the fOCtUt of the 
courthouse lawn,• White wrote. 
"'The m~lange of monument. 
surrounding the one at iuue 
here obviously det:nu:t from any 
religious meaaage that may be 
conveyed by the command­
mente.· ~ 
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than 1 rofessions of faith 

Baptist teen's witness continues weeks after his death 
y Dawn Ferguson 
aptist and Reflector 

HENDERSONVILLE- "'If it 
eans me dying and lost people 

oming to know Christ, I'd die." 
Those words were spoken by 

~
-year-old Nathan Johnson 
is past summer at camp - a 
w months before he lost his 

·rein a car accident. 
In more than 240 remem­

rances written in notebooks by 
isito:rs at his funeral service, it 

's clear that Nathan had a pas­
sion for God and meant what he 
aid. 

"God shined through him." 
tHe had a full life with God at 
he center." "God's Word - he 
·ved it." "He loved God- every­
;me knew it." And on and on. 

Nathan's father Chris, who is 
oastor at Central Baptist in 
Hendersonville and a LifeWay 
~mployee, says that on one of 
.he worst days of his life (July 
B8, 2006, the date of Nathan's 
ccident) he remembered one of 

;he best days of his life - the 
:lay he got the call from his wife 
({&thy informing him that 7-
rear-old Nathan had gotten off 
;he bus from school and told his 
cnoiD"_ lie had been thinking 
;tbouf Jesus and he was ready to 
:>ray to receive him. "I talked to 
lim about it and asked him 
:J.uestions and it was clear to me 
::hat he was ready and he under­
;tood," said Johnson. 

And since that time, Nathan 
ade it the passion of hi~ life to 

hare Christ· with everyone he 
!arne into contact with. 

''Nathart was an incredible 
rid," §aid Jeff Lovingood, youth 
minister at Long Hollow Baptist 
P,hurch where Nathan wor­
;hiped. ''He got it. Wherever he 
lvent, be shared Christ. He was 
i special kid. When he entered a 
~m and flashed that million 
:Iollar smile, it was evident he 
lvas different." 
From everyone who has been 

given much ... 
When Nathan was in the 

or fifth grade, an influen-
coach told him -'-- "from 

who has been given 
1uu ..... u , much will be required -
,....UJ: .... 12:48." Evidently, that pas-
age stuck with Nathan 

throughout his life. His mother 
recalls a time when Nathan was 
really pondering over it and 
asked her why she thought God 
bad given him so much. 
"Because He knew He could 
trust you. He knew you would 
use it for His glory," she 
answered. 

By all accounts, Nathan had 
everything going for him. He 
was a gifted athlete - the place 
kicker and punter for Beech 
High who was being compared 
to the University of Tennessee's 
current kicker James Wilhoit. 

He was also a gifted musi­
cian. His band, "Through A 
Glass," named from the Scrip­
ture I Corinthians 13:12, "For 
now we see through a glass, 
darkly," was scheduled to per­
form the night of his death 
before three major labels at 
RocketTown, a popular Nash­
ville music venue. 

And, he was gifted with "GQ" 
looks. He had a smile that was 
infectious and looks that would 
make the girls drool, according 
to one entry from the funeral 
books. 

"He had the 'it' factor," said 
Jeremiah Barnes, Nathan's 
friend who shared the spotlight 
with him in the band. "I'm not 
sure what 'it' is, but he definite­
ly had it. Everybody was attract­
ed to him - girls and guys. He 
wasn't friends with just one 
crowd - he was everybody's 
friend. To all kinds of kids." 

Allie Brooke Shelby, who was 
dating Nathan at the time of his 
death, says she has an aunt who 
had encouraged heF to begin 
praying for the kind of husband 
she wanted. "What I wanted, he 
(Nathan) had," she said. ''He had 
it all. He was always so happy 
and had such a passion for 
Christ." 

A passion for Christ 
Nathan used all theses gifts 

- his athletic ability, his musi­
cal talent, and his charisma and 
good looks - to share with oth­
ers his obvious passion for 
Christ. As far back as the third 
grade, his parents recall Nathan 
using the resurrection eggs dur­
ing a show and tell exercise to 
share the gospel with his class­
mates in a public school. From 

-~YING "NATHAN KNEWY' T-shirts in memory of their friend 
Johnson are, from left, Gracyn Garrett, Haley Hamilton, 

•aftl"lr Emily Ricker. who are active in the youth program of Long Hoi­
IIOW Baptist Church, Hendersonville. 

16-YEAR-OLD Nathan Johnson had it all - looks, charisma, 
musical talent, athletic ability, and more important/~ a passion for 
Christ. As a result of his life, people are still making professions of 
faith weeks after his tragic death in an automobile accident on July 
28. - Photo by Allie Brooke Shelby 

that time forward, there are 
numerous accounts of Nathan 
sharing the gospel with those 
around him. 

"His freshman year in hig4 
_school - he was attending his 
first football camp - and he 
called me and told me he had led 
two guys to Christ the night 
before," said Kathy. "He said he 
was reading his Bible to them 
and talking and he looked up 
and the whole team was looking 
at him and finally someone said 
'hey everybody, shut up, 
Nathan's talking about God.' 
That night, two guys prayed to 
receive Christ - one of whom he 
had been concerned about for 
awhile." 

Kathy laughs and says 
Nathan then told her that one of 
the guys asked him if that 
meant he was going to have to 
stop smoking weed. She said 
that caught Nathan by surprise, 
but he responded "Well, yeah. 
But He'll give you the strength 
to stop." 

Two girls Nathan had met on 
spring break in Florida this 
summer drove down for his 
funeral from Indiana because 
Nathan had made an impact on 
their lives. "They told us that 
they had only known him for a 
week, but he had changed their 
lives," said Chris. "They said he 
didn't just tell them - he 
showed them." 

And he showed them not just 
by the way he lived, but through 
his Bible. "We don't have life 
unless we breathe His Word," 
Nathan wrote in his journal. 

Nathan easily did what many 
of us make so difficult. "We 
make it (witnessing) hard," said 
Kathy. "Nathan let it be part of 
who he was. He lived it. He 
would just start talking to peo­
ple and say 'Hi, I'm Nathan 
Johnson. Do you know Jesus?' "' 

His mission­
Start a revolution 

On Aug. 8, 2005, Nathan 
made the following entry into 
his personal journal "'J.bday ... 
He has enlightened the eyes of 
my heart to His will in which He 

has with no doubt called me .... 
His will for me is to rad~cally 
impact my school for Him . . . . 
This will be the start of a revolu­
tion at my school for God and by 
the grace of God." 

Nathan toyed with the poten­
tial possibility of fame through 
his band. ·With three record 
labels present for the July 28 
performance, there was a real 
possibility for it to happen. But 
he told one friend that if the 
band became famous and started 
touring, he wouldn't be able to 
fulfil] his mission . . . to start a 
revolution for God at his school. 
So he s_aid he would forfeit the 

-fame. 
So why did Nathan die? 

Could it be that in death, his life 
js having even more of a "radi­
cal" impact on saving souls? 

Lovingood, who's been at Long 
Hollow for almost five years, says 
he's never seen anything like the 
responses that have occurred 
since Nathan's death. "At visita­
tion, it took four hours to get in 
and just say something to his 
parents," he said. 

"The morning of his funeral I 
woke up in a cold sweat wonder­
ing about what I would say," 
added Lovingood. "I knew I had 
to give an invitation- if I didn't 
Nathan would be mad at me." 

In 24 years of ministry, 
Lovingood says he's never seen 
anything like it. After the invita­
tion to the 1,000 plus attendees 
at Nathan's funeral , 30 to 40 
people came forward and prayed 
to receive Christ. In fact, in just 
the first week since his death, 
more than 150 people had 
prayed to receive Christ. And 

• 
more are being reported every 
day. 

"'Last night (Aug. 23), 25 peo­
ple prayed to receive Christ," 
Lovingood added. "We had 800 
to 900 youth last night. He's still 
having an impact. It's like he's 
still alive, and he is through all 
the people his life and his story 
are continuing to touch." 

Someone who bad met 
Nathan briefly wrote the John­
sons from New Zealand and told 

what an impact Nathan 's life 
and now death had made to him. 
"I was given an opportunity to 
witness to a person down here 
. . . the day after I heard of 
Nathan's accident. I bought the 
person a Bible and used what 
happened to Nathan as a way to 
share the gospel," wrote Hunter 
Gray. He added that he had been 
given another opportunity the 
next day and had shared 
Nathan's story again. 

"Your son is making waves 
for Christ even after he is gone," 
Gray wrote. "Your son is impact­
ing lives all the way on the other 
side of the world." 

Right now, that may be of lit­
tle consolation to his parents 
and brothers, Andrew and 
Matthew. "We'll always have a 
hole in our hearts," said Chris. 
But perhaps down the road as 
they continue to hear Nathan­
influenced salvation stories, the 
pain will ease. 

Until that time, those closest 
to him are continuing his revo­
lution. A couple of students 
approached Lovingood . after 
Nathan's d·eath with an idea for 
a T-shirt. The front says "What's 
it all about?" The back states 
"Nathan knew - Let's finish 
what he started - Romans 12:2." 

"We can't keep the shirts in 
stock," said Lovingood. "We print 
about 150 every week and 
they're sold out before we know 
't" 1 . 

All proceeds from the sale of 
the T-shirts go towards Nathan's 
pledge to Long Hollow Baptist's 
new $16 million youth center. 

"Our youth group is still 
struggling," admits Shelby. "A lot 
of kids are still asking why. But 
we've come to realize that God's 
will is perfect. Even though we 
don't. understand it , so many 
great things have happened as a 
result. And people are starting 
to realize we never know when 
something like that may happen 
to any of us. We've grown closer 
spiritually. 

"Nathan lived every day for 
Christ," Shelby added. "'I'm try­
ing to do that now. I'm living 
Philippians 1:21- For to me, to 
live is Christ and to die is gain." 

"We've renewed our sense of 
urgency about evangelizing and 
telling people about Jesus," said 
Barnes about the band. "Real 
people die every day. There's no 
excuse not to minis ter. We 
believe God will use us. Nathan 
wouldn't have wanted us to quit 
and neither do his parents. You 
<;an't shut down a minis try." 

If you visit Nathan's grave, 
you'll read .. Dude, Heaven is 
sweet. See you there" on the 
marker. 

"Nathan said Dude a lot," 
explains Chris . .. And there's no 
period after see you there 
because he's stiU telhng his 
story and witnessing." 

Now. Nathan no longer sees 
through a glass, but face to fac.e. 
And he knows ~en as he is 
Jmown.O 

I 
i 
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Youtlt ministers find MySpace to ltave •otlt ••• 
- Continued from page 1 
experiences in Ecuador. In that 
regard the site was being used 
for good as a witness, Bishop 
said. He also recognized it as a 
primary communications tool 
for youth. 

He noted that experience 
made him realize the need to 
become more familiar with 
MySpace. 

Words of caution 
Bryan Bulmer, youth pastor 

at Fletcher Memorial Bapt ist 
Church in Statesboro, Ga., 
grants that MySpace can have 
positive as pects for ministry 
but nonetheless voices strong 
words of caution for youth 
leaders. 

"Anybody who's a minister 
and wants to get on MySpace 
needs to have some strong 
accountability," Bulmer said. 
"There are images on there 
that can appear before you 
very easily.". 

Cort agreed. MySpace does 
have risks, he warned. Despite 
filters and safeguards that are 
in place, in~ppropriate materi­
al can get on someone's page, 
he said. 

For that reason Cort has 
chosen not to have his own 
page. While MySpace opens up 
communication with students, 
it also "opens up a broad range 
of questionable pictures and 
comments that I choose not to 
associate myself with," he 
said. 

Potential risks 
A major risk . of MySpace is 

that students often post too 
much personal information, 
youth ministers agreed. 

Many times they think the 
information is seen only by 
their friends, but others can 
view it as well. 

"Students do not realize 
who might be looking at their 

account," siid Scott Kindig, provide youth ministers an It is a huge plus when par- "'A lot of te-enagers wiU 
youth ministry consultant opportunity for "an authentic ents are a:ware and know the replace small gn>up f~llow. hip 
with the Georgia Baptist Con- look at who their kids are," content of the pages, he and friend hjp with hundn!da 
vention. Kindig said. observed. or even thousands of i'ri nds' 

Bishop agreed, noting that "Some have learned things The problem is when stu- on MySpaee., ~ Ganis said. 
MySpace and similar sites - encouraging and discourag- .dents go ag~st their parents' '"That is a false :,;en~' ot 
such as Xanga and Facebook ing- about where their stu- wishes and obtain a. MySpace community and it replacee 
give students a forum, hut dents really are. morally and account without parent knowl- what God intended."' 
because they feel invincible spiritually by looking at edge or consent, he said. Additional benefits 
they aren't always as aware or MySpace accounts," he noted. "'t's crazy how teenagers Despite .it:s faults. Smith 
as careful as they should be. "Ies a double-edged sword,.. will reveal .thin~ about them- said MySpaee is an effective 

"Predators could 'mjne' Bulmer agreed. "Students will selves to the whole world on tool in his ministTy. 
information from a MySpace write things in their online the Internet/' Shingleton ''It's allowed me to make a 
account that endangers the journal that are heartfelt and observed. PQSitive connect.ion with kids,• 
user. Future bosses look at reveal their depth. On the '<As moms and dads we must Smith said . 
MySpace histories as they con- other hand, they will post monitor what our kids are "On my page, tve started a 
sider whom they might hire, things- which may be sexual- doing. Look at their pages," he devotional blog. Eventu.aUy, 
looking for the character ofjQb ly charged - they think will encouraged. this will become a discipleship 
candidates," Kindig warned. make others laugh. There's no Bishop agreed that parental tool where students and I can 

Prince agreed that potential filter for them." involvement is essential and study a passage together.llll go 
teenage predators is a reality "Kids are incredibly honest he advises parents to monitor online each: week and comment 
that must be faced and many about what they say online," · their children's pages. on a passage rveread. Because 
students simply are not care- said Chris Trent, middle school Some parents of his stu- of the comment section> we can 
ful. pastor at Johnson Ferry Bap- dents have blocked features of have a baclt-and~forth-discus­

He noted younger students tist Church in Marietta, Ga. "I their children's page on 
sometimes "falsify their age" in don't think they realize. how MySpace, such as their pro­
order to get a MySpace many eyes are ·seeing what files, which protects personal 
account. they're writin.g. information, Bishop said. 

While they do it primarily. ''For some, 1t's a place to "It's about being aware of 
for "fun," they do not realize vent. As a society they may what's goin.g on," he said. 
that the deeper they go into stru,ggle with communication., Youth leaders have held 
lists of friends, the potential is and it's a place to be honest seminars to educate parents 
therfi for predators to gain per- about their lives," Trent noted. about both the benefits and 
sonal information, Prince said. Another risk is the exposure risks of MySpace and similar 

If they are careless they of yeuth, particularly: younger sites. 
could post photos or other teenagers, to questionable Accountability is a key, 
information that would make advertising that appears on. accoFding to Chris Altman, 
it easy to be found, he cau- MySpace, youtli leaders youth pastor at Roopville Road 
tioned. agreed. Baptist ChuFch in Carrollton, 

Bishop vedfied that employ- There is advertfsi.n,g on the Ga. 
ers do look at MySpace sites. site that is not "wholesome," "lt has been addressed with-

He noted that two of his Prince warned. in our minist:ry that students 
youth: who were looking for Monitoring needed r are to hold eaeh other account-
summer employment discov- Youth leaders agreed that 
ered that both LifeWay Christ- parental involvement lessens 
ian Resources and the Interna- many of the risks involved 
tional Mission Board of the with their children's use of 
Southern Baptist Convention MySpace. 
used MySpace to research Parents need to be involved 
prospective employees. and to know what their chil-

• I 

Bishop said other business- dren are putting on their 
es do the same th.mg. MySpace pages, GarrG.s 

Sites such as MySpace alse stressed. ,... 

able. Our parents are aware 
and web-savvy en.ough to 
cheek out what is happening 
online. For those that aren't, 
I'm there to look and then 
infonn them," he stated. 

One thing that Garris fears 
is that MySpace creates a false 
sen.se of community for stu­
dents. 

sion on it ... 
Garris also use'S .MySpace to 

post blog~. giving students 
"points to think about," he 
said. 

Garris and Prince affirmed 
taat MySpace can be a good 
ministry tool. 

Prince recalled that soon 
after the First Baptist youtli 
ministry began having its own 
MySpace page he received a 
phone call from a parent. 

He feared at first that the 
parent was not happy with the 
move, b~ she had ca.Iled to 
thank him and the church for 
being ~<where the te·enagers 
are." 

Prinoe $aid having. a 
MySpaoe site "sends a message 
to students that we are not 
afraid of their culture and that 
we want to understand their 
world." 0 - Barkley writes far 
1"he Christian Index In Georgia. 
Connie Davis Bushey, B&R 
news editor, also contributed to 
this story. 

romlin honored for 50-year ministry New 55 lesson writers chosen 
Baptist and Reflector 

JACKSON - Ward's Grove 
Baptist Church here honored 
W. Matt Tomlin on his 50 years 
in the ministry on Aug. 6. 

Tomlin preached his first 
sermon at West Shiloh Baptist 
Church in 
Hardin Coun­
ty, the first 
Sunday of 
August, 1956. 

Riding a 
Greyhound 
bus from Jack­
son to Selmer, 
Bob Kennedy, a TOMLIN 
member of 
West Shiloh met him and trans­
ported him to the church. 

Numerous friends and fam­
ily arrived for the surprise cel­
ebration. Dick Wakefield. of 
Hartville, Mo., a friend since 
freshman days at Union Uni-

versity iri 1956, spoke at the 
morning worship service. 

Later, aftel' .a- church-wide 
luncheon, many members and 
guests paid tribute to Tomlin 
for his years in the ministry. 

County Mayor, Jerry Gist, 
proclaimed the day1 "Dr. Matt 
Tomlin Day." The .church pre­
sented bjm with a plaque in 
recognition of this service and 
a scrapbook of his life and 
work at Ward's Grove. 

Tomlin. graduated from 
Union University with a bach­
elor of arts degree, and holds 
the master of divinity and doc­
tor of ministry degrees from 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 

Active in Baptist life. he has 
served on various denomjna­
tional boards, including the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Executive Board, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Commit-

tee on Boards, and the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention 
Foundation Board. He also as 
served as moderator of the 
Madison-Chester Association 
of Baptists. 

Tom.li;n has served as pastor 
of Morris Chapel _Baptist 
Church} Morris Chapel: New 
Hope Baptist Church, Paris; 
Smith's Grove Baptist ChUFoh, 
Smith's Grove, Ky.; First Bap­
tist Selmer, Selmer; and 
Ward's Grove Baptist Chureh 
from 1984 to the present. 

As an active member of 
community life., he has been 
involved in the Rotary Club 
and the Exchange Club. 

Tomlin and his wife, Car­
olyn, a columnist for the Bap­
tist and Reflector and freelance 
writer, have two grown chil­
dren - Cindy Tomlin Coulston 
and Kevin Tomlin - and six 
grandehildren. a 

Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - TWo "Ten­
nessee pasto.rs will write the 
Sept.-Nov. Sunday School com­
mentaries for the Baptist and 
Reflector. 

Robert M. 
"Bob" 0Fg­
eron, pastor 
of Park 
Avenue Bap~ 

tist Church. 
Nashville, 
will write the 
Explore the ORGERON 
Bible series. 

A native of New Orleans, 
Orgeron holda degrees from 
Blue Mountain (Miss.) College 
and Mid-America Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Cordova, 
where be earned his master of 
divi.nity degree. · 

1 He has been pastor of 
ch1JJ'Cb.es in Missouri, Mississip­
Pi. and West Tennessee. 

Craig Christina, pastor of 

First Baptist .Church, Jackson, 
will write the Bible Studies for 
Lif~ries. 

A native of Corpus .Christi, 
Texas_, Chri.$tina is a graduate of 
Baylor Uruversjty, Waco, Texas,, 1 

and hold8 the j 
master of 
divinity and ' 
doct:or of phi· j 
losophy 
degr~s from J 
Southern I 
Baptist Tbeo· 
logical Semi-

CHRISTINA na..ry, Lou.ia.­
ville, Ky. 

• 
He also bas served as pa,st.or 

of churches in Oklahoma and 
Indiana. 

Chri6tbla hu written for 
several magazioea and P,urpale 
and currently serves u a 
truB~ of Union University. He 
also has serv(.-d on th~ SBC 
Resnlutlons Committee and 
SBC Committee: on Nomina· 
tions. I") 

• 
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hree signs of optimism for the American church 
, 

est 
ohJmn·s 

I' 

By Tham S. Rainer 

, 

. I am deeply concerned 
bout the American church. 
vangelistic effectiveness is 
an.ing. Biblical illiteracy is 
owing. And many: of the 

00,000 churches in the Unit­
d States seem to be caught up 
n activities with little purpose 
fmeaning. 

You may therefore be sur­
rised .that I would even begin 

suggest that the American 
hurch has reasons for opti­
ism. Indeed, I must be care­

W in making such claims. Our 
'tial work at the new entity, 

ife Way Research, indicates 
hat the American church is 
till in a mess. I cannot for one 
oment claim that significant 

egative trends are reversing. 
o the contrary, the overall 

)ath of churches in our nation 
~not good. 
' 

But what compels me to 
vrite-_aoout reasons for hope 
rre tlfe ·exceptions we are dis­
:overing in our research. Some 
1f the stories are just too good 
o neglect. Please allow me to 
rategorize these exceptions as 

three signs for optimism. 
The first sign is that we are 

finding more churches that are 
focusing on conversion growth 
rather than total growth. For 
years the most heralded 
churches in America have 
been those that are growing 
the fastest numerically. But, 
upon closer examination, these 
churches are often growing at 
the expense of others. This 
transfer growth, rath~r than 
conversion growth, is the 
source of the large numbers 
reported by the churches. Still, 
we are seeing hopeful signs as 
many church leaders are ask­
ing , serious questions about 
their methodologies and theol­
ogy. They have a growing 
desire to impact the world of 
the lost and the unchurched 
rather than gaining members 
from other churches. 

Though their numbers are 
relatively few now, I am grati­
fied to see a greater concern 
among these churches for the 
lostness of our world. If more 
church leaders begin to move 
in this direction, we may truly 
see a significant evangelistic 
impact. 

Second, in a growing num­
ber of churches we are seeing 
a concern for both meaningful 
membership and evangelistic 
outreach. The more common 
pattern we documented in the 

past focuses on one at the 
neglect of the other. J.n other 
words, some of the churches 
with the most focused 
resources on evangelism have 
done little to develop new con­
verts into fruit-bearing disci­
ples. Or, in the desire to see 
decisions, these churches 
have sometimes produced 
unregenerate members, or 
members who are not really 
Christians. 

Yet other churches are 
focused on regenerate and 
meaningful membership while 
neglecting evangelism. The 
result is a small church of non­
evangelistic but otherwise 
dedicated disciples. · 

The early findings of our 
research are encouraging. 
Imagine what a church could 
be if it had the fires of evangel­
ism and the devotion to pro-: 
duce true disciples. 

A third and hopeful sign is 
a growing desire for more sig­
nificant and deeper teaching 
and preaching. I was r~cently 
visiting a church where the 
pastor of 15 years lamented 
that many members sitting 
under his preaching for his 
entire tenure were still, by 
their own admission, woefully 
ignorant of biblical doctrin.e. I 
commend him for stating -his 
very clear decision to change 
the ministry of the church and 

e~rs h e e da 

~reatest Baptists 
Tenhessee Baptists are the 

reatest Baptists in the world. 
~d they are the greatest Bap­
ists in the world because they 
mderstand that being a Baptist 
eans being devoted to Christ 

trst; serving him freely; and 

~
owing a lost world that Jesus 
ally can make a difference in 
eir lives and ours. 
Baptists in Tennessee don't 

equester themselves and hide 
rom society, they engage it, 
linister to it, and make a differ­
nee in it. 

They don't lose sight of the 
1sjor issues facing the church 

RCti OF THe COVfRee> PlSH 

and they don't get caught up in 
all the political wranglings rip­
ping apart so many state and 
local conventions and associa­
tions. 

. Tennessee Baptists are the 
greatest Baptists in the world, 
and I'm proud to minister 
among them. 

Jim West, pastor 
Petros Baptist Church 

Petros 37845 

Correct stance 
I read the article in the July 

26 issue which included a 
response to Danny Akin's work 
on alcoholism and Southern 

Baptists. 

Committee 

I find the 
response of 
(Benjamin) 
Cole a little 
misleading 
when he is 
claiming that 
he believes the 
Bible backs him 
on his view. 

on 
Putting 
Things 

Off 
I would ask 

him about the 
priest entering 
the Holy of 
Holies in the 
Old Testament; 
<Leviticus10:9) 
if there was to 
be alcohol on 
his breath his 

life was required of him. And, in 
the New Testament, the Holy of 
Holies is in the heart of the 
believer (I Corinthians 6:19). 

Also, Proverbs forbids Kings 
and Princes (Proverbs 31:4) to 
drink strong drink, · and in the 
New Testament we are told we 
are of a Royal Priesthood! (I 
Peter 2:9) 

If we are not careful, we will 
make Scripture contradict itself 
with Cole's interpretation. 

The next step in this "new" 
theology may be to justify concu-
bines. -

We need to be careful in how 
we interpret Scripture and be 
sure to do it as a whole, not 
taking isolated sections to jus­
tify something we want to jus­
tify. 

For someone who claims such 
adherence to the believing liter­
ally the Bible, our Rev. Cole 
sure dismissed the Nazarite 
Vow very easily, especially if 
Jesus followed the vow as some 
theologians suggest. 

I just hope this isn't typical of 
the "new" leadership within the 
SBC, and I don't believe it is! 

We as Southern Baptists 
have been correct on our stance 
of drinking, socially and doctri­
nally. 

Roger Briggs, DOM 
Fayette & Haywood 

Baptist Associations 
Somerville 38068 

his preaching ministry so th at 
the riches of God's Word would 
be consistently taught and 
preached. 

My lamentations of the past 
are still valid. The American 
church as a whole is hardly 
evangelistic at all. Member­
ship is so inconsequential in 
many denominations, includ­
ing my own, that a "good 
attendance day" is when only 
half of the purported saints 
show up. And biblical igno­
rance among evangelicals is 
pervasive and worsening. 

Yet, I have taken careful 
note of the exceptions. And I 
do not believe that ·I am the 
only person noticing thesE;l 
incredible churches. As more 
take note, more will emulate 
them. And in doing so, they 
will not .simply be copying yet 
another church growth fad or 
idea. Instead they will be emu­
latirlg a healthy New Testa­
ment church. 

The trends are not signifi­
cantly sufficient to declare a 
new direction of the American 
church. But these exceptions 
give me hope. 

Perhaps God is not yet done 
with our churches. Perhaps 
the exceptions will become the 
rUle. Perhaps the best is yet to 
come. 0 - Rainer is president 
and CEO of LifeWay Christian 
Resources in Nashville. 

Music influences 
Regarding the articl~ about 

"sexually charged music" in the 
Aug. 16 issue, I was surprised 
that you did not comment on the 
music as well as the lyrics. 

No doubt the lyrics are harm-
ful, but the music can be just as 
harmful if not m<Jre so. Music is 
not amoral, but has a morality 
of its own and can have great 
influence for good or for evil. 

I believe we are seeing this in 
our churches today with some of 
the "music of the world" being 
brought into the worship service, 
hoping to enhance worship but 
having a detrimental influence 
in the lives of the young people 
as well as the older people. We 
wonder why our people are hav­
ing trouble living the kind of 
moral life that is taught in the 
Word of God. This problem was 
present to a much lesser degree 
before this worldly music was 
brought into the church. 

rm sure there are other rea­
sons for the poor spiritual condi­
tions in the church in the USA 
today, but there is a definite cor­
relation regarding to type of 
music that is being used. Let us 
pray that our God will have 
mercy on us and use whatever 
means is necessary 

Sam Gentry, pastor 
Cambodian Baptist Church 

Memphis 38134 

ec.: 

By lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Tennessee is 
included in the 
Great Commission 

As churches prepare budgets 
for 2007 and begin preparations 
for the Week of Prayer for State 
Missions (Sept. 10-17) and the 
Golden Offering for Tennessee 
Missions, this is a good time to 
remind all Tennessee Baptists 
that our state is included in the 
Great Commission. 

Sometimes we get so caught 
up in thinking that all our mis­
sions efforts and dollars should 
go to interna­
tional mis­
Sions that · 
we forget 
about our 
own nation, 
state, or even our own neighbor­
hood. 

The latest statistics provided 
by the evangelism office of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
reveal that there are three mil­
lion people in Tennessee who do 
not have a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ. That is about 
half of our state's population. 

So, do we forget about those 
three million lost people in Ten­
nessee or do we find ways to 
minister to them and to reach 
them with the good news of 
Jesus Christ? 

Of course we cannot forget 
them because Jesus loves lost 
Tennesseans just as much as He 
loves people who do not know 
Him in other states and in other 
countries. 

That is what is so good about 
the Cooperative Program. We 
help fund missions and min­
istries in other states and 
around the world in a coopera­
tive effort with Southern Bap­
tists in other states. 

But keep in mind no other 
state convention funds min­
istries in Tennessee except for 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion. That is why we keep a por­
tion (and that portion has 
decreased in the last year or so) 
in Tennessee to help reach the 
lost in our state. 

That is why we also have our 
own state offering - the Golden 
Offering for Tennessee Missions 
- which funds many worth­
while and vital mi.nistries that 
are not included in the state's 
Cooperative Program budget. 

Pray for the lost people in our 
state who do not know Christ. 

Pray for our state missionar­
ies and the ministries that are 
made possible in Tennessee 
through the Cooperative Pro­
gram and the Golden Offering. 

And, pray about what you 
will do to tell other about 
Christ. Never forget this - the 
Great Commission not only 
includes Tenne..,see, it al8o 
includes you and me. l"1 

• 

, 
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"BuilJing healthy churches e:111powered by the presetue of God." 

... 

tennessee B•1•1ii¥ Can'Yentiaa 
Wor-ship & Music Ministry 

September 29-30, 2006 
for children in grades A - 6 

Pleascmt Heights Baptist Cbarch, Columbia 
Registration Cos-t: $30 ~,. driM. 

For mor-e imormofionx cOIIlud Paul C[ar:\.. o r 

Charlotte HOR5.on ot (800) 558-2090, ~­
or visit www.tnworshipmadnli:Jsic.o-rg. 

• 

September lJ 
Concord Baptist Church, Chattanooga 

September 23 
Bartlett Baptist Church, Bartlett 

October 7 
Hermitage Hills Baptist Church, Hermitage 

October 14 
Central Baptist Church Bearden, Knoxville 

For more information including schedule, 

registration information, and course offering 

visit www.tnbaptist.org or contact 

Bev League at (615) 355-4181 or e-mail 

bleague@tnbaptist.org. 



-

--------------------------------
.. EPlfEMBER 22-23,2006 

HOLIDAY INN 

BRLITOI-i VIRGfNIA 

• 

September 12-14, 2006 
First Baptist Church, Sevierville ~ 
Bible Study leader: 
Dr. Charles Lowery 
Cost: $30 per person, 
registration deadline Sept. 1 . 
For more information, visit 
www.tnbaptist.org or 
call (800) 5_58-2090, ext. 2085. 

• 

TeDEKfe w~ Leoders &. .MinistJtYs of M.usic 

Builcling a COIDIIIunily of Worship 

Share in the Inspiration, Information, Fellowship, and Ministry 
• October 5-l!JPPBR EAST-Central Baptist Church, Johnson City 
• October 9-WEST-Highland Park Baptist Church, Jackson 
• October 12-MIDDLE-Tulip Grove Baptist Church, Nashville 
• October 19"- EAST-Beaver'Dal!l Baptist Church, Knoxville 
• October 26-LOWER EAST-Concord Baptist Church, Chattanooga ..,. 
• October 30- LOWER WEST-Kirby Woods Baptist Church, Memphis 

Cost is $10 per person. Register online at www.tnworshipandmusic.org. 
For more information, contact Paul Clark or Charlotte Hanson a t 
(800) 558-2090, ext. 7908. 

Church Health Matters 

-

-

• 
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Tennessee case reveals pres.sures faced by ministers' wi¥ 
By Hannah Elliott 
Associated Baptist Press 

SELMER - Mary Winkler 
allegedly killed her husband, a 
31-year -old pastor, because of 
financial and familial problems 
- problems often present but 
undetected in the lives of pas­
tors' wives. 

After posting her $750,000 
bond, Winkler's lawyers said, 
she left jail Aug. 15 for McMinn­
ville, where she is living with a 
family friend and working at a 
local dry cleaners until her first­
degree murder trial starts in 
Octob-er. 

At a June bond hearing, offi­
cials said Winkler said she shot 
her husband March 22 because 
she "snapped" in response to his 
repeated criticism and her ongo­
ing stress about finances. 
Matthew Winkler was pastor of 
Fourth Street Church of Christ 
in Selmer. Congregants found 
him in the church parsonage 
with a fatal bullet wound in his 
back. 

Mary Winkler,, 32, reportedly 
fell prey to the "Nigeria Scam," a 
popular e-mail sc~ that gets 
victims to pay advance fees to 
receive supposed lottery win-

' nings. Annual losses to all forms 
of the Nigerian scam total more 
than $100 million in the United 
States and more than $1.5 bil­
lion worldwide, according to law 
enforcement officials, even 
though only 1 percent of the peo­
ple targeted are duped. The 
average loss is $5,575, according 
to the FBI. 

The Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigb.tion said Winkler also 
deposited more than $17,000 by 
check-kiting - writing a check 
from one bank, depositing it at a 
second bank and then with­
drawing the money before the 
check clears. 

The Winkler case has 
brought to light the oft-hidden 
tension and dysfunction that 
sometimes haunts pastors' fami­
lies. While counselors and fami­
ly experts can only speculate 
about Winkler's particular case, 
they can offer an inside look intQ 
the pressures prevalent among 
pastors' wives. 

Karen Luce, who co-wrote . 
Claiming the High C's about 
marriage and family relation­
ships, has worked in Christian 
counseling and teaching for 
nearly 40 years. According to 
Luce, disagreements about 
money are the cause of family 
trouble 65 percent to 80 percent 
of the time. 

"When frustration and hurt 
and fear are not dealt with, 
anger will always erupt, and 
angry people can act out in 
innumerably sinful ways," Luce 
told Associated Baptist Press. 
"Depression is the other side of 
this. So you can often see either 
anger coming out at other peo­
ple or depression being turned 
inward at self. The end results 
would be ,murder or suicide. 
These are not uncommon." 

Oftentimes, Luce said, 

women who have excelled in 
school or other activities are left 
behind or overlooked in favor of 
their pas tor-husbands, who 
often must work long hours and 
spend intimate time with other 
women in counseling sessions. 
The new role of taking a back­
seat to her husband can cause 
some wives to resent him or the 
church, Luce said. 

"These are women who have 
shone, ·and now they are consid­
ered secondary," Luce said. "And 
perhaps all they are asked to do 
is work in the nursery ... which 
may not even be related to their 
spiritual gifts." 

Jon Christian Ryter, a jour­
nalist who writes opinion news 
on his blog, www.newswith­
views.com, reported that an esti­
mated 2 miUion to 4 million 
women in the United States fall 
victim to domestic violence each 
year. But twice that number -
4-8 million spouses - become 

the victims of emotional abuse. 
Most experts define emotion­

al abuse as anything designed to 
humiliate or psychologically 
hurt or control another person. 
It includes belittling remarks, 
insults, name-calling, cursing, 
and threatening others. 

"Clearly, there · was some­
thing wrong in paradise," Ryter 
wrote of the Winklers 'in a 
March 29 post. 

"If Mary Winkler was an 
emotionally abused wife, the 
Winklers managed~to keep their 
secret from all of those who 
knew them." 

According tp the Associated 
..-Press, Winkler told police she 
had suffered from her husband's 
criticism, complaining that he 
"had really been on me lately, 
criticizing me for things-the 
way I walk, what I eat, every­
thing. It was just building up to 
a point. I was tired 'of it." 

Church members also con-

tribute to the problem. coun­
selors say. Besides dishing out 
insensitive criticism. they some. 
times gossip about pastors· 
wives under the guise of telling 
"prayer requests." Apparently. 
church meii}bers in the small 
Tennessee town had no idea how 
Mary Winkler felt. Reactions 
from neighbor s and church 
members consisted of shock and 
dismay at the previously unde­
tected dysfunction. 

"The Mary we knew didn't do 
this," Anita Whirley, a Church of 
Christ member, told Ryter. "She 
was a wonderful person. We just 
don't understand. They were a 
good Christian family. They 
always seemed so happy." 

And that perception of happi­
ness is part of the problem, said 
Tony Rankin in an Associated 
Baptist Press interview right 
after Winkler's initial hearing. 
Rankin is a pastoral and family 
counselor for the Tennessee 

'~Well done ... " MATTHEW 25 :2 1 
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RANKIN would do wel 
to remcmbe 

t.hat just because a woman ha 
married a minister doesn' 
mean she's perfect, be said. 

"Living this intensely d~ 
not mean increased produc:tion1 

Rankin said. "'You just have t 
set some boundaries." 

Rankin also said 
absence of boundaries create 
physical, mental, and emotions 
damage that can sap energy a.n• 
happiness. CJ 

This August, GuideStone Funds reached a fundamental milestone: it proudly celebrated 
the fifth anniversary of its mutual funds. One of them, the Flexible Income Fund GS4 
class ( GFIZX), was ranked #1 out of 182 funds for the 3-year period and #6 out of 226 
for the 1-year period in Lipper Inc.'s Short Investment Grade Debt category for the perlod 
endingJime 30, 2006. In addition, Upper reported 9 Qf 13 Gui~one Funds in the GS4 
class exceeded the Lipper 3-year average for total rerurns in their categories as of 
June 30, 2006. Remember, past petfonnance does not guarantee future results. 

We've achieved this success with careful selection of world dass management finns -
making GuideStone Funds the wodd's largest Christian-based, socially-screened 
registered mutual funa company. 

For more infonnation and a prospectus, please e-mail Patty Weiland, Registered 
Representative, PFPC Distributors, Inc. at 5year®goidestone.org, call her 
at 1-888-98-GUIDE (1-888-984-8433), or visit www.goidestonefuods.org/5year. 
You should carefully consider the inustment objectives, risks, cmrges and apeases 
of GuideStone Funds before investing. 'lbe prospectus contains this and other infor- • 
mation about the funds. You should read the prospcdns cuefuiJy before inv~ 

..... ...,.~!!: .. 

GuideS tone j FuN o s 

The Lipper Aankings are calculated by Lipper Inc • a Reuters Company. which IS a nationally recogntzed otganizatJon that 
compares the performance of mutual funds within a universe of funds having similar Investment objectM!S Rankings ere based 
on total return performance: with capital gains and dividends re1nwsted, with annual oper.nfng expenses deducted. but Without 
iocluding front· or back-end sales charges. Rankings are relative to a peer group and do not necessat'lly me¥t that the lurx1 h&d 
high total returns 

GuideStone Funds shares are distributed by PFPC Distributors. Inc .• a registered broker-dealer and ondetwntet of lhe funds, 
760 Moore Road. King of Prussia. PA 19406. 
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laptists nurturing hope a year after Katrina ••• 
Continued from page 1 
Ike a thousand homes livable again 
d restore a number of churches in the 
tW Orleans area. And people are com­
~ to Christ who might never have come 
church. 
«We see so many of them saying, 'At 
! time of our greatest need this church 
lched out and we want to invest into 
s with our lives," Didlake recounted. 

been a Southern Baptist aU my 
but this was Southern Baptists at 
_best," he added. ulf you have any 

~u.1-.o about the Cooperative Program, 
look. at what's going ·on." 

~nistry opportunities have opened up 
disasters such as Katrina because 

~tn1ern Baptists have made the most of 
situation, said Jim Burton, NAMB's 

...,..,~ .. of volunteer mobilization. South-
Baptist Disaster Relie~ though 39 
in existence, was seen in a new light 

10u~m Katrina's onslaught. 
l.ll.conn ol o are looking to us and count­

on us. I've heard this from Homeland 

Security, the American Red Cross, and 
others," Burton said. "It's an issue of 
stewardship. When God gives you a call 
upon your life, you want to be a good 
steward of that opportunity so God will 
unfold other opportunities." 

Tobey Pitman, project coordinator for 
Operation NOAH Rebuild, sees unfold­
ing opportunities in New Orleans that 
will have a physical as well as spiritual 
impact on the city for years to come. 

At each rebuild site, volunteers 
prayerwalk the area. Chaplains join 

.local pastors in ministering to residents, 
and churches are crossing denomination­
allines to help each other meet needs in 
the city. 

"People I talk to today still s·ay you 
can tell a difference in the city," Pit­
man said. "Our people have been able 
to meet and walk with the hurting peo­
ple in New Orleans trying to meet 
needs. The churches that are s till 
standi~?-g have been amazing. This has 
opened up new avenues of ministry 

that I don't 

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD 
_ .... ONARY APPOINTMENT SERVICE 

-:;•-

• Experieuce God's zvork anzong the tzations 

• Hear IMB President Jerry Rankin and 
Senior llice Preside11t To11z Elliff 

• foill ill appointing nt?lv ntissi01UJ1'ies 

Rrst Baptist North Spartanburg 
87 40 Asheville Highway • Spartanburg, S.C. 

Weduesdny, Sept. 13, 2006 • 6:30 p.1n. 
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SERVING ON THE kitchen team at Robinson Road Baptist Church in Gulfport, Miss., 
recently were, from left, Denny Meredith, Munford Baptist Church, Munford; Bill and 
Martha Shaeffer, Crosspointe Baptist Church, Millington; John Ely, Donna Brownlow, 
and Kathy Talley, all of Munford Church . 

think they've dreamed of." 
The need grows for volunteers in New 

Orleans and Mississippi as the rebuild 
continues. Both areas have developed 
the infrastructure to support incoming 
volunteers, and coordinators anticipate 

the rebuild to continue for several years. 
The biggest needs now are workers 
skilled in electrical and plumbing, but 
"unskilled workers with lots of ~nergy 
and enthusiasm are always welcome," 
Pitman said. 

For Burton, last year's Gulf 
Coast storms were one more 
shining example of how God has 
used partnerships among 
Southern Baptists to accomplish 
remarkable things. 

"Other organizations have 
said to me, 'Man, I wish I could 
get that many volunteers with a 
few phone calls.' We can do that 
because our state Baptist con­
ventions have created an incred­
ible network of volunteers." 0 

MINISTRY - DOM 
Gibson Baptist Association is 
accepting resumes for the posi­
tion of associational missionary. 
Please send resume to Search 
Committee, c/o Bob Dennison, 
95 Latham Chapel Road, Milan, 
TN 38358. 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
First Baptist Church, Monterey, 
Tenn., is now accepting resumes 
for a full-time pastor position. 
Please send resume to Mon­
terey First Baptist Church, 106 N 
Chestnut St., Monterey, TN 
3857 4. Post to the attention of 
Sonny Gilpatrick. 

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 
in Coalfield, Tenn., seeks a pas­
tor. Church parsonage is avail­
able if needed. Send resume and 
tape to Pastor Search Commit­
tee, 1306 Fairview Road, Coal­
field, TN 37719 - for more info 
see www.pleasantgrovebaptist.­
net/seek _pastor.html. 

Holston Baptist Association of 
Johnson City, Tenn., is accepting 
resumes for a bivocational hear­
ing impaired pastor. Send 
resumes to Holston Baptist 
Association. 207 Un•versity 
Parkway, Johnson City, TN 
37604. Fax to (423) 929-8240 or 
e-mail to hba@holstonbap­
tist.org. Please send to the atten­
tion of the Deaf Pastor Search 
Committee Chairman 

' 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
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Cota·Cola ranks 
as best family 
advertiser: PTC 
Baptist Press 

LOS ANGELES - Coca-Cola 
Enterprises Inc. ranks as the 
best family friendly advertiser 
this year on the Parents Televi­
sion Council's flfth annual list of 
"Top Ten Best and Worst Adver­
tisers," which ranks advertisers 
according to how frequently 
they sponsor wholesome, family 
oriented television shows or 
those containing sexually gra­
phic, violent, or profane materi­
al. 

The Campbell Soup Compa­
ny, The Walt Disney Company, 
Ford Motor Company, and Cin­
gular Wireless rounded out the 
top five best advertisers, while 
General Motors Corp., Toyota 
Motor Corp., Volkswagen, Daim­
lerChrysler, and Target Corp. 
were the top five worst, accord­
ing to the rankings released 
Aug. 22. 

"Why is this important? 
Quite simply because it is adver-

AUDITORIUM SEATS: 
370 fixed position seats in 

mint condition; used very little. 
Blue tweed w/ padded seats & 
backs. Located in East Tenn. 
Call Jan @ (423) 330-8822. 

Affordable Beachside 
Vacation Condos 

www.gulfshorescondos.com 
All size units available, Fall Special 

2 night weekend, $140.00; 4 week­
nights, $200.00 Efficiency Unit 

(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good 9-6 thru 10-31 
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Nashville area retirement com­
munity seeking full-time employ­
ee to do general maintenance 
work. For application, contact 
Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes 
at (615) 371 -2050. .............. • • • • 
Scenic Hills Baptist Church, The 
Church of New Beginnings, has 

· a set of handbells for sale. The 
cost is $6,000. For more informa­
tion, contact Sister Lavelle Byrd 
at (901) 626-5464. 

MINISTRY - POSITIONS 
We're hiring a full-time adminis­
trative assistant and a part-time 
weekday preschool director. For 
more information, call (615) 794-
7000. Please send resumes to 
Walker Memorial Baptist Church, 
1350 West Main Street, Franklin, 
TN 37064. 

tising dollars that make TV 
shows possible, both the good 
shows and the awful shows,., 
Brent Bozell, president of the 
Parents Television Council, s aid 
in a media conference call. 

Bozell quoted David Stanley, 
producer of "The Man Show" on 
cable's Comedy Central, in a 
statement Stanley made to the 
Los Angeles Times. 

"There was a time when the 
airwaves were a public trust 
and the television code was 
enforcing it. Today, if there's a 
real difference, the line is being 
drawn almost exclusively by 
t he advertising industry. If 
advertisers are willing to buy 
time on shows with more risque 
content, they will go ahead and 

MINISTRY - COMBINATION 
Central Baptist Church in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn., (www.orcbc.org) is 
accepting resumes for the posi­
tion of minister of music/senior 
adults. The church has a live tel­
evision broadcast of its Sunday 
morning worship service on local 
cable TV and a 30-minute edited 
broadcast (see www.intimes­
likethese.org) which airs over the 
entire Greater Knoxville/ 
Gatlinburg area twice a week in 
primetime. We are looking for a 
music minister who will direct us 
in a blended music worship style. 
Please send resumes to brobob­
by @orcbc.org or Dr. Bobby 
Mullins, 130 Providence Road, 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830. ............. • • • • 
First Baptist Church, New 
Tazewell, Tenn., is searching for 
a full-time pastor to students/ 
associate pastor. Some music 
background helpful but not 
required. Resumes will be 
received until Sept. 1st. Send 
resume with cover letter to riew­
tazewellfbc@centurytel.net or to 
Student Pastor Search Commit­
tee, P.O. Box 248, New Tazewell, 
TN 37824. ............. • • • • 
Farley Community Church, a 
growing sse church in 
Huntsville, Ala., is seeking a full­
time minister of music and youth. 
Send resumes to Personnel 
Committee, Farley Community 
Church, 12302 Bell Road, 
Huntsville, AL 35803, persoA­
nel @farleycc.org. .............. • • • • 
First Baptist Church of Manning, 
SC is seeking a full-time minister 
of youth and children. Seminary 
degree required. Please send 
resume to fbcmanning @ftc-i.net 
or mail to First Baptist Church, 
49 West Boyce Street, Manning, 
sc 29102. 

·----------------------------------· l - 4i~ ~[c;}.Yay. ! 
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sell it.- Stanley said. 
In a real wav. advertisers are -' 

now driving the bus. Bozell srud. 
and ther-e is good news and bad 
news. 

.. We compliment those who 
made the top 10 best;" he said. 

"'We also say to the top 10 
worst that perhaps they have no 
idea the degree to which they 
are polluting the popular cul­
ture. But they simply must take 
responsibility. They're sponsor-

ing it . 'Without their ad,·erti~ing 

dollars. these horrific :.how~ 
would disappear. and we wish 
they would shape up: 

Other companie:> on this 
year's best advertisers list UJ"'e 

Altria Group (parent company of 
Kraft Food , Post Cereals. etc.), 
Dream Works, Scbering-Plough 
Corp. (produ~ include Claritin, 
Dr. Scholls), Darden Restaurants 
Inc. tOlive Garden, Red Lobster). 
and Sears Holdings Corp. 

CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH WORKSHOP 
There will be a 1~-hour Conversational English Workshop on 
Sept. 8-1 0, 2006 at the Tennessee Baptist Convention Build­
ing. Th~ times for this workshop will be Friday 6:00-9:00 
p.m., Saturday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Sunday 1:30-4:30 
p.m. There is a $25.00 registration fee for this workshop. The 
deadline for registration is Sept. 4th. Certification will be pro­
vided to those who attend all sessions and complete given 
assignments. To register or request additional information, 
please contact Tim Hill or Aurie Nin at the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention at (615) 371-7916 or you can find information on 
our web si~e at www.tnbaptist.org/events. 

Mississippi Baptist Minister to Host 

• 

And Pacific Northwest Vacation 
On June 19, 2007, join your Spiritual Director, Baptist Minister Rev. 
Billy Williams on this 15-day vacation including a 7 -day deluxe Alaska 
Cruise with Holland America Line and a 7 -day Pacific Northwest 
vacation with Your Man Tours. Devotions will be made available daily 
while on board ship for those in the group who wish to participate. 
Rev. Williams, now retired, has served as a Baptist Minister for 47 
years. For 23 years he was pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Gautier, MS. He and his wife Rebecca have cruised Alaska's inside 
passage twice before. Once in 2005 as a Your Man Tours Baptist 
Chaplain on this same vacation package. They look forward to 
returning as your hosts visiting the land of the midnight sun during the 
year's longest daylight hours. Your group will fly into Seattle for a 
night before a scenic motor coach drive to Vancouver where you'll 
board the five-star ms Zaandam. Next, travel through a wond~ous 
maze of forested island and glacier carved fiords, past charming 
coastal villages. migrating whales and calving glaciers to Juneau. 
Skagway. Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier Bay. After the cruise 
you'll start a six-night motor coach tour with daily escorted sightseeing 
visiting British Columbia; the Cascade Mountains; Washington; the 
Grand Coulee Dam; Lake Coeur d'Alene; Montana; two days at 
Yellowstone (Old Faithful) Nation~! Park, West Yellowstone, Grand 
Teton National Park; Jackson Hole, Wyoming; and in Utah: the Great 
Salt Lake, Mormon Tabernacle, and more. You'll fly home after a night 
in Salt Lake City. Prices for this 15-day vacation start at only $2348 
(per person, double occupancy). Included is round trip airfare, port 
charges and taxes, lots of escorted motor coach sightseeing 
throughout the Pacific Northwest, the 7 -day deluxe Alaska cruise, 7 
nights in qual~/ hotels, transfers, and baggage handling. 

$100 deposits are now due. Friends and family are welcome 
For information, reservations, brochure, and Rev. Williams' letter call: 

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1·800-968-7626 
Providi carefree vacations since 1967t ._ ___ ....._llllllilili 

s 

Th(' nm in 
ench rompany· 
work tE'J vt:-ion 
October 2005 nd M y 
UJid ench rompany IU!ted 
cho.sed nt lcn..'t 25 nd."' on 
time broadrnst program . :1 

MINISTRY - EDUCATION I 

Seeking an energetic. ""~"'·" 
seasoned individual who will ,...,..,,,. 
vide leadership in the areas 
education, evangelism, and 
cipleship. Will have supervisor) 
responsibilities for administratlw 
and facilities maintenance stan 
Reports to the senior pastor 
Requires seminary training witt 
a minimum of 5 years expen 
ence in the, areas listed above 
Leadership and team work sklllt 
required. Send resumes to tht 
church, Colonial Heights Baptls 
Church, 108 Colonial Heigh~ 
Rd., Kingsport, TN 37660, Attn 
Wayne Strong. 

MINISTRY - MUSIC 
Oakland First Baptist Church It 
Oakland, Tenn., is current!) 
seeking a part-time worshiJ 
leader. The applicant must tM 
comfollable wrth both tradlttona 
and contemporary music, and bE 
able to provide planning, leader 
ship, and direction tor all worshlr 
services of OFBC and relate( 
music programming. Some col 
lege and/or seminary educatlot 
preferred; two years of success 
ful experience in the music min 
istry also preferred. Please ma 
your resume to Oakland Firs 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 268 
Oakland, TN 38060. You 
also e-mail your resume to o~ 
land 1 stbapt@ bellsouth .net o 
fax it to (901) 465-8186. 

<»+<-~ 

Bivocational minister needed t' 
lead the church music prograr 
1Q.r congregation size approXI 
mately 275. Minimum of 3 to I 

years leading a church musi 
program required. Blend& 
music style preferred. Plea& 
send resume to Miracle Bapti£ 
Church, Attn: Personnel Corr 
mlttee, P.O. Box 10, LaVergnE 
TN 37086. 

MINISTRY - CHILDREN 
First Baptist Church. C040keviiM 
is accepting resumes for th 
position of director preschoc 
and children's manistr~es. TtY 
·part-ttme posation oversees a 
areas of preschool and chi 
dren's mtnastnes .ncludtng StK 
day School, MOO, and sumrr~~t: 
Day Camps. Interested appl 
cants may request more ··", 101 

mation and/or submtt resumes 
FBC CookeVIlle, 18 S. WalnL 
Ave., Cookeville. TN 38501 . 
Personnel Committee. 
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liT-----:-"T-:-::" faith at the front - - -­

• e reasons why we trust 
Sara Horn .. 

pynicism and skepticism may run high in our post-mod­
it culture these days, but than.k:fully, negative attitudes 
e these haven't made us completely faithless. 
Over the years, the pollsters have asked the question 

peatedly, but the result is the same - the majority of 
bericans still believe in God. And, despite the recent 
tempts we've seen by some to take God out of our schools, 

pledge, and even our national motto, God remains very 
ch a part of our country's makeup. 
As the publisher of a faith-based military news site, I'm 
~u aware that there are some who consider faith and any 
l'J1l of government an oxymoron, but I have to disagree. 
ere's a reason why "In God We Trust" has been around for 
-plus years. In fact, I can think of five. 
(1) Evil still exists. The media almost w.ent postal in the 
s after 9-11 when our president brought the term "evil" to 

e forefront, talking about the "axis of evil" and those in our 
~rld who ar~, well, evil. Hard to compre~end for people who 
fuse to beheve that someone else could actually want to 
lrt and harm. After all, the "evil" people can't help how they 
1, right? And who am I to tell them they can't do that? 
Whether it's been David and Goliath, FDR and Hitler, or 
~ay's match up between Bush and Osama, there have 

ays been evil men out doing evil things and good men out 
top them, and it has always been God we've turned to as 
ation during days of crisis. Why wouldn't we, especially 
en we have seen first-hand why we should? Which brings 
to our second reason ... 
(2) Good still exists too. How many times have you seen a 

ayer answered? How many people have you talked to who 
:ve a story of faith, where God is the only explanation? I 
ow it) my own life I have seen the good that God has done, 

1d I've heard countless stories from other people, including 
ldiers and sailors and Marines. They see God's goodness 
ough.His protection from a mortar strike that doesn't hit 

;yo:ne, ~~y've seen His goodness in coming home to be with 
mily and friends, and they've even found His goodness in 
e darker moments, when they discovered unexplainable 
~ength to keep going, despite being wounded or losing a 
.ddy. . 
God is good. And He is also kind, and loving, ~d we can 

on those qualities as we work to spread hope around the . 
whether in bringing aid to tsunami-stricken countries 

itrE~edom to the oppressed. 
(3) We also trust in God for history's sake. Let the riaysay­

deny ·it all they want but our country was built on 
t,r:u;t1am principles and led l;>y people who honored and 
ppe1cte1a God, and dare I say it, one of the reasons America 

been blessed as a nation. 
• George Washington said, "It is impossible to rightly gov­
the world without God and Bible." 

• Benjamin Franklin said, "Rebellion against tyrants is 
f3<ll.en<:e to God." . 
• Abraham Lincoln said, "I know that the Lord is always 
the side of the right. But it is my constant anxiety and 

rav,~r that I and this nation should be on the Lord's side." 
• And more recently, Ronald Reagan, when he said, "''m 

tlVincEtd more than ever that man finds liberation only 
he binds himself to God and commits himself to his fel­

man." 
(4) We trust in God for our future's sake. It's clear that the 

is a different place than 50 or even 20 years ago. 
lsttll'bilng ideologies exist that don't promise to go away any 

soon. The global war on terror is very real, the terrorists 
real, and they're not going away either. . 

Patrick Henry said, "It' is when people forget God that 
rwtlta forge their chains." There's a lot of truth to this - as 
pa.uon, we have forgotten God in a lot of ways. When we 

over Christmas trees in store windows or graduation 
Iaven; on high school football fields, we have forgotten God. 

yet, our future is fragile without Him. And most of us, 
~ ..... ._,..,still know that. 
(5) We trust in God for God's sake. If a tree falls in the 

IJOCIB alone. does it still make a sound? If everyone chooses 
to believe in God, is He still really there? Yes! When God 

far away, it certainly isnJt because He backed up a few 
We've left Him in the dust to do our own thing. 

This of course doesn't give us license to beat those who 
away over the head with our Bibles - ultimately, it is 

who is going to show Himself to someone, not us. But we 
reflect His love. And we can be an example of His good­

And we can share His joy and care for oth~ 
This is why we can say, '"In God We Trust." For as the 

lrlrtru,,... says. "where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is free 
That's the best freedom of all. Q - Hom is the editor 

publisher of AGreaterFreedom.com, a faith-based military 
site that offers positive stories of what our military is 
She can be contacted at saraOagreaterfreedom.com. 

Who me? A leader? 
By Craig Christina 

Focal Passage: Joshua 1:1-15 
God wants all of us to be coura­

geous leaders. Every Christian has a 
circle of influence within his family, 
neighborhood, classroom, or busi­
ness. No matter who you are, some­
body looks up to you. Someone is 
watching you. We each have influ­
ence. The question is whether or not 
we will seize the opportunity to 
influence others for Christ. 

When God called Moses to heav­
e~. He raised up Joshua to take 
Moses' place. Joshua had already 
proven himself to be a man of vision, 
passion, military leadership, and 
obedience to the Lord. Now, God was 
giving Joshua the opportunity to 
lead His people into the Promised 
Land. From Joshua 1, we can each 
learn how to be courageous leaders 
for Christ. 

Anticipate great challenges. 
The first thing God told Joshua was 
to prepare for this great challenge 
by getting the people ready to move · 
(vv. 2, 10-11). God w:as going to give 
them the land, but they had to get 
ready to fight for it. It wasn't going 
to be easy. 

We must anticipate the tremen­
dous challenge in reaching our com­
munities for Christ. It's not going to 
be easy. Most lost people are not 
going to walk in our doors. We have 
to prepare to reach out to them. We 
must anticipate that Satan is going 

to oppose us each step of the way. So 
prepare for the battle. 

Acknowledge God's control. 
God wanted Joshua to know that 
this was not a new idea, it was the 
fulfillment of His covenant promise 
from Abraham to Moses (vv. 3, 6). In 
other words, God was reminding 
Joshua, "Guess what, Joshua, I'm in 
control. This is all a part of my plan 
that has been unfolding over hun­
dreds of years." 

Knowing that God is in control 
should give us courage because God 
is absolutely going to do what He 
promises to do. God's promises will 

· be fulfilled in our lives. So walk by 
faith and leave the results to Him. 

Accept God's companionship. 
When you get right down to it, all 
Joshua needed to hear was that God 
was with him. So the Lord told 
Joshua, I will be with you .. . I will 
not leave you or forsake you . . . the 
LORD your God is with you wherev­
er you go (vv. 5, 9). When we are in 
God's will doing God's work, He is 
always with us to equip and empow­
er us. 

During the Civil War, someone 
told 'President Lincoln, "Surely, God 
is on our side." Lincoln responded, 
"My great hope is not that God is on 
our side, but that we are on God's 
side." Be cqnfident that when God 
calls us to do something, He goes 
with us. When we are on God's side, 
nothing can stand in our way. 

Arm yourself with f]od's com-

Pay aUentio~ 
By Bob Orgeron obviously ·using them to confu-m in­

Focal Passage': Hebrews1:1-8, 14; 
2:1-4 

The first century church under­
went much persecution. The intend­
ed recipients , are believed to have 
been Jewish Christians who under 
the pressures of persecution were 
considering abandoning their faith 
and lapsing back into their former 
practice of Judaism. The writer of the 
letter exhorts them to hold on to 
their confession of Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord. 

The letter opens with the voice of 
God . . . . Speaking to the fathers in 
the prophets . . . and in these last 
days, ... speaking to us in His Son. In 
the former times, He spoke through 
the prophets in many ROrtions and in 
many ways. But in these last days, 
God has spoken His final revelation 
to us through His Son. 

It could never be said of a prophet 
what is said -of the Son of God. The 
phrase "by His Son" found in verse 2 
stands in sharp contrast to the 
phrase "by the prophets" seen in 
verse 1. The writer lists seven ways 
in which Jesus is better than the Old 
Testament prophets. He writes: 

(1) Jesus is heir of all things. 
(2) It is through Him that the 

world has been made. 
(3) He is the radiance of His glory: 
(4) He is the exact representation 

of His nature. 
(5) He upholds all things by the 

word of His power. 
(6) He bas made purification of 

sins. 
(7) He sat down at the right hand 

of the majesty on high. 
Space will not permit a detailed 

discussion of the affirmations of 
Christ however we will observe one 
of them. The writer of Hebrews is 

the hearts of the Hebrew Christians 
that a return to the temple would 
return them to the prophets, to 
Moses, and the ordinances of the 
temple. Verse 3; reveals the first 
mention of Christ's priestly work and 
by His taking His-seat . . . "at the 
right hand of the majesty on high." 
Here we see Christ in a post,ure of 
sacrifice and dignity. He is fnlfi11ing 
the teachings of the Prophets. 

On the heels of the seven affirma­
tions, we find seven Old Testament 
quotations pointing to the deity of 
Christ and ~is superiority over the 
angels. Space prevents us from dis­
cussing all seven Old Testament ref­
erences. Verse 4, is a transition 
between the emphasis of Christ and 
the prophets and Christ and the 
angels. Verse 4; says, "having become 
as much better than the angels, .. . . " 
There is a time element that is sug­
gested here in verse 4, i.e. , Christ 
was superior to the angels in His 
preincamate state, He was temporal­
ly a little lower than the angels in 
His incarnation, and now "having 
become as much better than the 
angels, He has inherited a more 
excellent name than they." We see 
the contrast between the name 
"angel," and the name "Son," and 
superiority is in view. Verse 5, begins 
with a rhetorical question to which 
the answer is obvious. No angel has 
ever been individually referred to as 
the "Son of God." Next verse 5; 
quotes, from Psalm 2:7; which reads 
Thou art my Son, and in verse 5b; 
God says I will be a Fath€r to Him. 
which is a quote from 11 Samuel 7:14; 
and a reference no doubt to David's 
greatest son, the Messiah. In veTSe 6 
the angels are ca1led by God to wor­
ship the first begotten. There is some 
question as to whether the reference 
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mands. God tells J oshua the secret 
to true success in life: Be strong and 
very courageous to carefully obserue 
the whole instruction my seruant 
Moses commanded you. . . . For then 
you will prosper and succeed in 
whatever you do (vv. 7-8). The meas­
ure of our success in life is tied 
directly to how well we follow God's 
instructions and plans. If we arm 
ourselves with the truth of God's 
Word by memorizing it, meditating 
on it, and doing it, God will bless us 
in every way that matters. 

Advance with Godly compan­
ions. God didn't intend for Joshua 
to do this by himself. Neither did 
God command some of Israel's tribes 
to participate. This effort was to be 
supported by all of God's people (vv. 
12-15). Reuben, Gad, and th~ half 
tribe of Manasseh were expected to 
fight alongside the rest of God's peo­
ple. Good leadership will get every­
one involved, for God expects all of 
us to go and m ake disciples. 

Whether we realize it or not, we 
are called to be leaders. So be strong 
and courageous as you influence oth­
ers for Chris t , for the Lord will be 
with you wherever you go. 0 -
Christina is pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Jackson. 
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is to the incarnation or to the second 
coming. Verse 6 reads And when He 
again (emphasis added) brings the 
firstborn into the world, He says, and, 
let all the angels of God worship 
Him. Certainly, the angels worshiped 
the incarnate Christ in Bethlehem 
and they will worship Him at the 
time of his second coming. The point 
of this "call to worship," is that wor­
ship is only offered to one who is 
superior. Christ is superior to the 
angels. 

Establishing that Jesus is superior 
to both the prophets and the angels, 
and because the new revelation• is 
superior to the old, the writer of 
Hebrews turns to the first of five 
admonitions found in the book of 
Hebrews. His purpose is to encourage 
the believers to pay attention to the 
Word of God and to obey the Word of 
God. The writer's argument flows from 
the lesser to the greater. If the Law 
could not be broken without divine 
punishment taking place then how 
shall we escape such punishment if we 
neglect the progress of the gospel mes­
sage delivered tA:l us by the Lord J esus 
Christ Himsel£ The gospel message 
was delivered by the Son of God, con­
firmed by various testimonies, and 
signs and wonders and miracles as 
well as gifts of the Holy Spirit au:ord­
ing tA:l the will of God. It is for this rea­
son that the writer of Hebrews admon­
ished the Hebrew Christia.ns, as he 
admonishes each of os.As he called the 
Hebrew Christians be calls us to "pay 
attention to tha t which you have 
heard." 0 - Orgeron is pastor of Pad< 
Avenue Baptist Church, Nashville. 
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• Adam Sanders, pastor, 
Wilsonville Baptist Church, 
Newport, has retired. Sanders 
served the church for 12 years. 
The church honored him on 
Aug. 20. Sanders has formed 
International Volunteer Mis­
sion Board to coordinate mis­
sions efforts. He has made 
nine trips to Brazil and has 
three projects planned. He has 
been supporting the Ten­
nessee/Rio Baptist Partner­
ship. Sanders also served for 
22 years in the military and 
retired from the U.S. Army. He 
can be reached at pradam@­
charter.net or (423) 623-7039. 

• David Tydings of John­
son City has been called as 
interim pastor, Pleasant Grove 
Missionary l3aptist Church, 
Limestone, effective July 1. He 
is the retired director of mis­
sions, Grainger Baptist Associ­
ation, Rutledge. Tydings also 
works for Avanta Hospice in 
Elizabethton. 

• Jerry Heflin, associate 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Goodlettsville, for 16 years, 
will r etire Aug. 30. He has 
served 50 years in the min­
istry among Tennessee Baptist 
churches. Heflin also taught 
Bible at Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy, Seymour, for 
15 years. He and his wife will 
retire in Goodlettsville and 
continue to serve in Chile. 
They will lead their 14th team 
there next year. Heflin is av~l­
able for pulpit supply, intenm 
positions, and other minjstry 

For second year 

JIMMY VINEYARD, right, church treasurer of Block Springs Bap­
tist Church, Blaine, is honored by Wayne Ballard, pastor, and the 
church for serving 55 years. Vineyard was recognized on July 31. 

work. Contact him 
jerrgh@comcast .net. 

at more information, contact the 
church at (931) 455-5461. 

Chul'cbes 
• First Baptist Church, 

Tullahoma, has been cele­
brating its 150th anniversary. 
Activities have included video 
features of members for 50 
years or more. On Aug. 27 the 
cornerstone was opened. To be 
held on Sept. 16 will be ~ 
open house and historical 
exhibit from 9-11:30 a.m. and 
a banquet at 6 p.m. On Sept. 
17 will be a special service fea­
turing James Porch, executive 
director, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, and former pas­
tor. Tom Madden, retired exec­
utive director, TBC, and anoth-

. er former pastor; also may be 
in attendance. Other former 
mini~ters also will be present. 
The ·service begins at 10:30 
a.m. and the Celebration Fel­
lowship from 9-10~15 a.m. For 

• Friendship . Baptist 
Church, Beech Bluff, held 
revival recently. As a result, 
eight people made first-time 
commitments to God. Randy 
Isbell, pastor, 'Hopewell Bap­
tist Church, Savannah, spoke. 
"God is working in our church 
and we are so excited," report­
ed Paul Garrison, member. 

• Concord Grandview 
Baptist Church, Brent­
wood, will hold its annual 
Brotherhood Fish Fry Oct. 14 
from 4-7 p.m. Also the church 
will sell pumpkins at its annu­
al Pumpkin Patch Oct. 14-31. 
Part of the proceeds will go to 
keep casinos from bein.g built 
on the Navaho Indian Reser­
vation. For more information, 
call (615) 941-2293. --• Hopewell Baptist 
Church, Savannah, will cele-

THIS TEAM FROM Rrst Baptist Church, Bethel Spnngs. of 17 
youth and leaders served this summer in Muncie, Ind.. with 251 
others through World Changers. They did roofing, painting, re,_. 
ing windows, replacing siding, and building wheelchair ramps. • 
the evenings they worshiped and enjoyed youth activities. Parti 
pating were, from left, Kaitlyn Smith; Haley Hickman; Samantha 
Harris; Hannah Thomas; Maggie Moore; Kelsey Smith; Ki"* 
Smith; and Kelcey Amerson; back row, Sandy Thomas; Regine 
Plunk; Spencer Farrar; Terry McDonald, minister of students; Eft 
Allen; Turner Cagle; Tyler McDonald; Taylor McDonald; and RandJ 
Smith. 

brate its 125th anniversary 
Sept. 9-10. Festivities will 
begin at 4 pm. on Saturday 
with lemonade on the porch 
and culminate Sunday at noon 
with a luncheon. A Saturday 
evening meal requires a reser ­
vation. For more information, 
call (731) 925-5842. The incor­
rect phone number was report-
ed last week. , 

• .Round Lick Baptist 
Church, Watertown, will 
host Chilcben of the World 
International Children's Choir 
Sept. 14 at 6:30 p.m. Fo.r more 
information, call the church at 
(615)' 237-3052. 

+ Cairo Baptist Church, 
Alamo, will hold revival Sept. 

10~13. Phil Glisson, evangelilt 
of Memphis, will speak. Far 
more information , call the 
church at (731) 696-4367. 

Statewjde 
.E ents 

• The 2006 Appalachiaa 
Regional Ministry Summit 
will be held Sept. 7-8 at Ceno 
tral Baptist Church, Johnscm 
City. It will feature volunteer 
.missions in Appalachia. For 
more information coD'tact .H~1<~- , 

erly Smothers of the Ten· 
nessee Baptist Convention 
staff at bsm 
tist.org or 1-800-558-2090 ext. 
2044. 

Salem Association helps lead VBS in Copper Basin Association 
For Baptist and Reflector 

LIBERTY - When volun­
teers from Salem Baptist Asso­
ciation, based here, returned 
this summer to Ducktown to 
serve at Copper Basin Baptist 
Association, they were glad to 
see James, 10. James was the 
first participant .of the Vaca­
tion Bible School led by the 
Salem group to make a profes­
sion of faith. 

They learned James had 
changed during the interven­
ing year. His grades at school 
had been F's. Now he was on 
the school's honor roll. During 
this year's VBS, J ames served 
as a classroom assistant. His 
goal is to become a chaplain, 
reported Donna Nichols, 
Salem volunteer of Auburn 
Baptist Church, Auburntown. 

Wanda Martin, volunteer 
from Snow Hill Baptist 
Church, Dowelltown, also was 
glad to return. Last year sh e 
met Willie, who won a bicycle 
in a drawing held during VBS. 
Willie gave the bicycle to his 
grandfather for transporta­
tion. This year Martin 

returned with a bicycle for 
Willie. It was bought by Mar~ 
tin and her fellow construction 
co-workers. 

This year northern lights, 
caribou, and a polar bear were 
a part of the Appalachian 
scene on Highway No. 64 in 
Ducktown, Nichols reported. A 
total of 111 children and 
adults participated, learning 
about Christian cou;rage 
through the Arctic Edge VBS. 

One result of the VBS was 
that 11 people made profes­
sions of faith. It was spear­
headed by Karen and David 
King, members of Hollow 
Springs Community Church, 
Woodbury. 

Christian courage also was 
taught by Hunter Vickers, 7, of 
the Salem team. He is a mem­
ber of Sycamore Baptist 
Church, Woodbury. He told 
VBS participants about how 
God helped hjrn through an 
emergency room visit after an 
accident in Ducktown. 

Steve Puckett. pastor, Snow 
Hill Church, taught many 
more adults in VBS this year. 
Enrollment increased from 

three to 16. The 44-member Salem 
The Salem Association Association team helped the 

team also worked at the Cop- P.attersons by distributing gro­
per Basin Crisis Center, oper- ceries, clothing, and school sup­
a ted by AI and Margaret Pat- plies. They also erected play­
terson, mis'sionaries there ground equipment. Last year 
through the North American . the team built a picnic pavil­
Mission Board. AI also is direc- ion. It was used this year by a 
tor of missions - of Copper VBS group and as seatin$ for 
Basin Association. outdoor evening services held 

on Tuesday and Thursday. 
The Salem volunteers 

came from nine diftertmlr.l 1l 
churches. The association nrn..· 

vided $2,700 to help fund t 
-effort. Volunteers from Sal 
plan to r eturn next year. 
more information, conta 
David or Karen King at (61 
563-'4966. 0 

MEMBERS OF THE 44-MEMBER team from Salem Baptist Association, Liberty, seNed m 
Basin Baptist Association, Ducktown, for the second year. They Include, from left, front row, HB1'8Yl 
Parker, Taylor King, Hunter Vickers, Brittany Pruett, Michelle Pruett, Undsay Sissom. Caleb SISSOI,n, 
Autumn King, and Allison Sherrill; second row, Jennifer Masley, Frances Foster. Erin Todd, Jenny and 
Mark Sissom, Carter Rogers, and Margie McFerrin; third row. Usa Vickers. Eugene and JoAnn ::sts•' 

som, Bonnie Patton, Nathan Sanders, Bea Barton, Scott Pack., David and Karen Kmg, and Pam Sher­
rell; back row, Russell Vickers, Donna Nichols, Talma Mosley, Lynn Patker. Bobby Patton, Annie ,ana 
Buck Barton, and Billy Sherrell. 
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