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RENTWOOD — Members
‘e Tennessee Baptist Con-
on Executive Board adopt-
‘oroposed budget of $37 mil-
for 2006-07 during their
12 meeting here.
ard members also heard
pdate from the Belmont
7 Committee, elected new
¢s, and adopted a resolu-
ouraging cooperating
churches, Tennessee
ntities, and Christians
| denominations” to express
oval to Wal-Mart Corpo-

this
week's
news
nSCAH great M;)rgan

_gpherd ministers to rac-
| fans. — Page 3

aders speak out on
'Space as ministry tool.
P4

eﬁnanciai report on
Operative Program giv-
. — Pages 6-9, 12-16.

wrch Health Matters”
1siders Cooperative Pro-
m. — Pages 10-11

} appoints Allison,
Jck Hoskins as mission-

'S, --Page 17

‘TED AS new officers of the Tennessee Baptist Convention Exec-
Committee are, from left, Bob Moon, First Baptist Church, Hen-
B 2ille, vice president; Jerry Massey, pastor, First Baptist Church,

ration for their recent partner-
ship with the National Gay/Les-
bian Chamber of Commerce.
Budget debate

Much of the board meeting
centered around the proposed
budget which is $291,569 or 0.8
percent over the current budget.

Debate centered around the
$2,3330,304 that had previously
gone to Belmont University. At
last year’s annual meeting, the
money was reallocated with the
largest percentages going to the
Southern Baptist Convention
Cooperative Program budget
(in an effort to send 40 percent
of the total CP budget to the

SBC) and the other two state
colleges — Carson-Newman Col-
lege and Union University.

The proposed budget leaves
in the allocation for the SBC but
reduces the money going to
Union and C-N from $500,000
each to $125,000 each. Other
entities which received extra
funds last year also received less
funds this year, including the
Executive Board missions and

Baptist Children’s Homes.
Added to the budget from the
Belmont funds was $750,000 for
the Belmont Study Committee.
In presenting the budget,
Elzie Danley, chairman of the
budget and ministry commit-
tee, noted that the committee
looked at various ways of deal-
ing with the $750,000, includ-
ing dealing with it as a “pre-
ferred” item, but determined
that such action was not in the

kecutive Board OKs budget; hears Belmont update

best interests of the convention.
Danley and the committee
stressed that the reallocation of

- the Belmont funds in the 2005-

06 budget “was not an entitle-
ment.”

Danley said the committee
determined that the best
course of action was to reallo-
cate those funds annually until
the Belmont matter has been
settled.

ministry budget and Tennessee

By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — In two months (Nov. 7) Ten-
nesseans will have an opportunity to approve a
constitutional amendment on marriage.

- James Porch, executive director of the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention, reminded TBC Execu-
tive Board members at their
meeting Sept. 12 of this opportu-
nity “to take a stand for Christ-
ian marriage.”

Porch noted Christians
“dropped the ball” a few years
ago when the lottery was on the
ballot.

“Apathy across the state
brought in the lottery in Ten-
nessee,” Porch said. “And right
now, it is possible that apathy could defeat the
marriage amendment.”

The proposed amendment defines marriage as
the union between one man and one woman.

Porch related that 20 states already have mar-
riage amendments and that eight states, includ-

PORCH

— See Executive, page 4

Marriage amendment needs TBC support: Porch

ing Tennessee, will be considering amendments in
November.

Every state marriage amendment voted on by
the people has passed, ranging from 57 percent in
Oregon to 86 percent in Mississippi, Porch told
board members.

Porch noted that passage of this amendment
will require “churches to get on their knees and to
get the voters out.”

He stressed that the gay community is actively
lobbying against the amendment. Expectations
are that they will spend approximately $4 million
in an effort to defeat the amendment. Porch noted,
however, that while there hasn’t been a wvisible
effort from the gay community, they are working
behind the scenes.

Porch announced the Executive Board will ini-
tiate a massive information effort beginning in
October to put resources on the web at
www.tnbaptist.org and through the Baptist and
Reflector. Linda Lawson, a member of ClearView
Baptist Church and a correspondent for the Bap-
tist and Reflector, is helping to coordinate TBC
efforts, Porch said.

— See Marriage, page 17

Forced resignations drop slightly in TBC churches

|
i
|
i | president; and Mary Beth Duke, First Baptist Church, Smithville,

Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Though the number of
forced terminations in Tennessee Baptist
Convention churches dropped from 83 in

2004 to 70 in 2005, that is still too many, -

says a TBC church-minister relations spe-
cialist.

“Forced terminations always represent a
failure,” observed Bill Northcott.

Sometimes it is a fail- pE
ure of the pastor; some-
times the church; but
most often the failure
belongs to everybody,”
Northcott said. -

He noted that the rela-
tionship between the pas-
tor and congregation “is
often doomed to fail.”

As a result of poor
preparation and shoddy process, many
search committees recommend the wrong
person to pastor their church,” he related.

“Conversely, Northcott continued, many
ministers, for whatever reason, are in too
big of a hurry to relocate and fail to do their
homework.

“Only after they arrive at the church do

NORTHCOTT

they begin to discover problems that could
have been exposed in the search process,
had they asked the right questions.”

The TBC statistics were included in an
overall study of Southern Baptist Conven-
tion churches nationwide.

In 2005, 29 full-time pastors were termi-
nated in Tennessee, along with 28 bivoca-
tional pastors and 3 full-time staff minis-
ters. In 2004, 36 full-time pastors, 30
bivocational pastors, and 17 full-time staff
ministers were terminated.

Throughout the SBC there were 1,302
forced terminations of pastors with 655
full-time pastors, 314 bivocational pastors,
and 333 full-time staff ministers. Statistics
from 2004 were not available SBC-wide for
comparison.

Data for the study was collected from
directors of missions from Baptist associa-
tions across the convention.'

The DOMs were asked to respond to a list
of “causes of forced termination,” and were
given the option of writing in causes that
were not listed.

The number one reason given for termi-
nation was “control issues — who’s going to
run the church.” Following a close second
and third were “poor people skills” and the

“church’s resistance to change.”

Another prevalent problem identified by
the survey was the “pastor’s leadership style
— too strong.”

In several instances the survey reflected
that the “church was already conflicted
when the pastor arrived.”

The reported reasons for termination
have hardly changed from 2004 to 2005,
Northceott noted.

One difference is that “sexual miscon-
duct” for the first time broke into the top 10
reasons given for termination, he added.

The causes for termination in Tennessee
were the same across the SBC, Northcott
said.

Northcott is available to provide training
for search committees across the state.
Training takes approximately two hours.
Consulting/coaching also is available to
ministers considering relocation.

In addition, the TBC church-minister
relations office manages a confidential
resume system that is user-friendly both to
churches seeking ministers and ministers

seeking churches.

For more information, contact Northcott
at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 2099, or Jewell
Burke at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 1010. 0
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AFA asks for
apology from ABC

Baptist Press

NEW YORK — A prominent
conservative group is asking
Christians to contact ABC and
request an apology and a repri-
mand after “The View” co-host
Rosie O’Donnell compared “rad-
ical Christianity” to “radical
Islam” during the Sept. 12 pro-
gram.

“O’Donnell was saying there
is no difference between the rad-
ical Muslims who kill in the
name of Allah and Bible believ-
ing Christians who follow the
teachings of Jesus,” a statement
from the American Family Asso-
ciation says. “Neither O'Donnell
nor ABC apologized for the com-
ments. Had she made similar
comments about minorities or
homosexuals, there would have
been an apology and she would
have probably been fired.

AFA asked people to e-mail
“ABC asking for an apology and
a reprimand.”

O’Donnell, who joined “The
View” this season, was dis-
cussing President George W.
Bush’s address to the nation
delivered on the fifth anniver-

sary of 9/11.
“We were attacked not by a
nation,” she said. “And as a

result of the attack and the
killing of nearly 3,000 innocent

Clinton church thanks faculty and staff at C-h

By Charles Key

For Baptist and Reflector

JEFFERSON CITY — Alan
Neal wanted to say “thank you™
on behalf of his son, Ben, who is
a student this year at Carson-
Newman College.

Neal is one of many members
of First Baptist Church, Clinton,
who is appreciative of the role
Carson-Newman plays in the
lives of students.

Following a church staff
meeting, it was decided that an
outward “thank you” to C-N
employees was in order. On the
morning of Sept. 14, members
of the congregation made the
journey to campus to meet,
greet, and fellowship with C-N

people we invaded two countries
and killed innocent people in
their countries.”

Moments later she added:
“Radical Christianity is just as
threatening as radical Islam in
a country like America where
we have separation of church
and state. We're a democracy.”

Elisabeth Hasselbeck, anoth-
er co-host on the program and a
Republican, responded, “We're
not bombing ourselves here.”

O’Donnell retorted, “But we
are bombing innocent people in
other countries. True or false?”

Another co-host on the pro-
gram, Joy Behar, then said, “But
Christians are not threatening
to kill us ... . There’s a differ-
ence.” [}

Indiana youth
becoming addicted
fo gambling

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — A recent
study in Indiana found that
more than 35 percent of sixth-
graders and 55 percent of 12th-
graders had done some type of
gambling in the past year,
according to USA Today Sept.
6. That’s why the state is step-
ping up efforts to educate youth
on the dangers of gambling just
as they do for alcohol and
drugs.

faculty and staff. -

The Clinton group gathered
in the lobby of Tarr Music Cen-
ter to pass out punch, pre-
bagged homemade treats, and
heartfelt hugs as employees
assembled for its monthly facul-
ty meeting.

“This 1s a first, that I can
remember,” said Joe Bill Sloan,
associate provost who has
served on faculty since 1969. “It
is just a great act of support
from a strong and historic
church.”

Lynda Dunn, associate pro-
fessor of music, was equally
taken as she looked over the
spread of brownies, cookies, and
chocolate: “I think it’'s awesome,”
she declared. “Seeing the C-N

STAN ELLIOTT, right, pastor of First Baptist Church, Clinton, visits
with Carson-Newman College faculty members Brian Austin, left,
and Ray Dalton prior to faculty/staff meeting on Sept. 14. Members
of First Baptist traveled to Jefferson Cny to mank !he ooﬂege pro-
fessors for their ministry. '

1 |

national / state news —— -

director at First Baptist.

Celebrating 50 years of ministry

Julian Suggs, second from right, was honored Sept. 9 fo
years of ministry. Suggs is retired from the Tennessee Bs
Convention where he served as music and worship speci
Joining him for the celebration were, from left, Leonard
cousin who is retired from the Georgia Baptist Convention)
Jackie Dupree from Thomson, Ga.; Dean Moore (his Sui
School teacher at First Baptist Church, Woodbury, where
surprise celebration was held; Frances Suggs;, Douglas

nings, organist at First Baptist; Suggs; and Dorothy Elrod, n

The rise in popularity of
celebrity poker games broadcast
on cable TV has driven the rise
in teen gambling, studies indi-
cate, though it is still unclear
how many teens are addicted to
gambling nationwide.

“In the last couple of years,
the issue of youth gambling has
been more and more on our
radar,” Mary Lay, coordinator of

faculty gaze over the prepared
treats while receiving “thank-
you’s” from FBC Clinton mem-
bers was enough to make Stan
Elliott smile.

“The people at Carson-New-
man are my brothers and sis-
ters,” proclaimed Elliott, pastor
at FBC, Clinton. “I've worked
with them, cried with them,
laughed with them in ministry.
They’re my life-long friends.”

Elliott, a 1981 alumnus, said
the connection between the
church and the Jefferson City
school has a long history.

“We have four full-time staff
members who are Carson-New-
man graduates. We've got mem-
bers who are current students
and recent graduates, all the

the Problem Gambling
tive at the Indiana Prew
Resource Center, told
Today.

Jeanie Alter, an evalu
specialist at the resource ¢
said studies have founc
teens vulnerable to gar
addictions have the sam
factors as those vulnera
substance abuse.

way up to 85 and 90—§
alumni,” he said.

“We even have folks w
the chains at the home 1
games.”

After becoming the ¢
pastor eight months aj
Nashville native -says t
quickly learned that man
congregation shared the
experiences while studi
the college. According to
it was an experience in
by those who taught and
there.

“[We] have such a stro
nection and deep love fi
son-Newman,” said Ellic
just had a vision that we
to say ‘thanks’ very h
and very strongly.” ()
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First Baptist.

MARIA CLARK, lefi, a professor at Carson-New 1]
reads a thank you note from members of First Baptist Chuft
ton, Visiting with her are Nancy Fay, center, and Jo Ama

v oy 2N




3

.F.onme Wilkey |
otist and Reflector - -

ﬁﬁONOVER N.C. — Mnrgan

spherd has experienced suc-

3 as a NASCAR driver, win-
g races and finishing among
sports top 10 drivers sever-

i ﬂnea

'gﬂt he is the first to, admit
j}g:{n race compares to the vic-
7 he has found in Jesus
ﬁgt. I

At an age (64) when most of
contemporaries have long
e retired, Shepherd still
\petes in NASCAR’s Nextel

B 3s despite not having a major

‘nsor. He is the oldest active
rer on the circuit.

And though he is not in the
ning for the “Chase for the
wmpionship” which began
£. 17 at the Sylvania 300 at

8 v Hampshire International

‘edway in Loudon, N.H.,

pherd did qualify for the.

+ and competed before hav-
to pull out for mechanical

il Jlems.

£ is not easy for the North
plina native as he basically
es as his own driver and
‘banic and relies on experi-

| ;'ﬂ volunteers as his pit crew

1

2ep his #89 “Victory in Jesus”
:m the NASCAR tracks.

8 nd he knows that a major
§ sor is unlikely because of

ige, but he and his partner
'a Tomes and the Faith

} Epvrts team keep plugging

'Iuve for Jesus is what
Jﬂfum going because he sees
ce track as his mission

. Shepherd’s goal is to form -

_, Ell established team and
.. put a young deserving driv-
'L the seat and continue his
stry as an active car owner.
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RACE CAR DRIVER Morgan ShEpherd works on hrs engme in his
garage at his home in Conover, N.C.

“We have a great opportunity
to reach people and be an influ-
ence on their lives,” he said.

Shepherd has come a long
way since his early days in rac-
ing when he would “party” and
spend evenings drinking.

His life changed in 1975
when he accepted Jesus as Lord
and Savior of his life.

He noted the Lord “let me get
to the lowest point in my life and
I had to change one or another.

His wife had left him and one
morning after waking up with a
major hangover he thought, “If
all this is so great, how come 1
feel so bad in the mornings?”

He acknowledged that
though he had always gone to
church and knew about Jesus,
he had “never really turned my
life over to the Lord.”

So when he felt he had
reached rock bottom on Feb. 23
of 1975 Shepherd “fell down on
my knees and started praying.

“My testimony is that if you
just turn things over to Jesus,

‘nnessee Baptist provides

onnie Wilkey
ist and Reflector

'ONOVER, N.C. — Dave
nas loves Jesus and he thor-
dy enjoys th_e sport of rac-

5 when he ﬁtf'eﬁded' a race
Nashville Speedway near
mon earlier this summer

'EMMAS left, presents Morgan Shepherd a boﬂle of Dri

and saw the “Victory in Jesus”-

car he was naturally drawn to
the car and its driver, Morgan
Shepherd.

Thomas, a member of Two
Rivers Baptist Church, Nash-
ville, began to develop a
friendship with the race car
driver and was impressed with
his love for the Lord and his

.'i .1-.{:

h, a product that will clean a car without water. Thomas, an
vendent distributor for Dri Wash, donates 89 cents from every
2 he sells to help Shepherd keep his “Victory in Jesus” car on
VASCAR circuit. Thomas is a member of Two F?:vers Bapt:sr

©h, Nashville.

. *
33 s"'.un- T

things will change.

“He made me hate everything
that alcohol stands for. Alcohol
was a problem in my life” he
admitted because “whenever I
drank it always seemed like I
ended up in trouble.”

Shepherd stressed that life is
“always going to be a challenge,
a struggle, whether you’re a
born-again Christian or not.

“When you accept Jesus
Christ as your Savior you have
faith in Him that you can han-
dle these things. The problems
that you have in life, you turn
them over to the Lord and He'll
carry you through.”

That’s the message Shepherd
conveys through the racing
team and his personal Victory in
Jesus Racing Ministry and the
Morgan Shepherd Charitable
Fund which assists needy peo-
ple in the Appalachia region of
Virginia.

“Our ministry is personified
by the race team and Morgan
Shepherd’s witness,” says his

desire to minister to racing
fans.

“I told him (Shepherd) that I
felt the Lord leading me to
help,” Thomas recalled.

He said Shepherd gave him a
caprand a T-shirt and said, “let’s
go to work.”

And Thomas did. He began
calling company after company
trying to help find sponsors for
Shepherd’s #89 “Victory in
Jesus” car.

“I came back and began call-
ing people telling them about
Morgan and his testimony.

And, though he has been met
with little success thus far,
Thomas refuses to give up.

“It’s just like witnessing. You
may get rejected, but you have
to shake it off, pray about it, and
keep going,” he said.

“There are toc many people
out there who need to see the
cross and Jesus logo on Mor-
gan’s car. And many of those
people will never go to church,”
he stressed.

Thomas, a truck driver by
profession, even became a spon-
sor himiself. In addition to driv-
ing a truck he also is a distribu-

Tennessee news

epherd fmds vufory m Jesus

WITHOUTA MAJOR sponsor Faith Matorsporrs co-owned by
Morgan Shepherd and Dana Tomes, relies on minor sponsors and

donations from fans who want to see the “Victory in Jesus” car on
the NASCAR circuit.

daughter, Cindy Caldwell, who
heads the Victory in Jesus Rac-
ing Ministry.

“Some racing fans would
never step into a church,” she
noted. “We take the ministry to
them where they are at.”

While acknowledging a
potential sponsor has declined
to be involved with racing
because it might keep people
from going to church, Caldwell
discounts that theory.

“Most races do not begin until

“noon. If they have an early serv-

ice they can still attend church

and then come to the race.
“Also, lots of area camp-

grounds have services. Many

times, my dad shares his testi-

mony there,” she added.

The racing team and volun-
teers pass out tracts to fans and
Shepherd normally has opportu-
nities to share his faith and tes-
timony sometime during a race
weekend, his daughter said.

“Through the e-mails we
receive we are seeing the impact

support for racing team

tor for Dri Wash, a product
which cleans cars without water.

Thomas pledged 89 cents for
every bottle he sells to Shep-
herd’s ministry in order that he
can continue to be a witness for
Christ at race tracks all over the
nation.

He also secured a minor
sponsorship from his brother,
Andy Thomas, who lives in
North Carolina and sells a prod-
uct called Restora.

But he keeps plugging away
trying to find that major sponsor
that will make it easier for
Shepherd to not only race, but to
be competitive against the rest
of the NASCAR field.

Thomas also drew upon his

‘truck driving skills to help

Shepherd get his car to the Syl-
vania 300 in New Hampshire
this past weekend when Shep-
herd’s regular driver could not
make the trip.

As a Christian I want to do

my part to help him get the mes-

sage of Christ out on the track,”
Thomas said.

For more information, con-
tact Thomas at (615) 547-0014
or (615)474-8922: 3 . - . -

of the ministry and my dad’s tes-
timony,” Caldwell shared.

Her dad agreed. The
NASCAR audience is world-
wide, Shepherd said.

“We have seen that people’s
lives are being changed and that
people are being saved,” Shep-
herd said.

“It is a great opportunity to
minister to millions and mil-
lions of people and we want to
take advantage of it.”

Shepherd is the first to admit
that it is not easy keeping a car
on the NASCAR circuit without
a major sponsor. He noted that it
costs about $15,000 just to get a
car to one race and that does not
include the engine which costs
$70,000.

“A lot of times we don’t know
how we will get to the next
event,” admitted Shepherd, a
membér of Gateway Baptist
Church in Newton, N.C.

Shepherd’s racing team has
some small sponsorships and he
relies on donations from Christ-
ian fans throughout the country.

He noted that they receive
gifts ranging from $25 to $200
from fans who want to help his
ministry, and Shepherd is grate-
ful. “We have to get the word out
to fans that we need financial
help in order to be able to reach
people,” he said.

His daughter agreed. “We
need Christian business people
to step up to the plate and real-
ize this is a mission field that is
untapped,” Caldwell said.

“What my dad does is a
unique ministry opportunity,”
she stressed.

With all the difficulties and
the fact that he is an older man
in a sport dominated by younger
drivers, it would be easy for
Shepherd to walk away from the
sport he loves, but don’t expect
him to do it.

“Victory on the race track is
nothing compared to the victory
you have in Jesus,” Shepherd
affirmed. “We’ll keep preaching
that as long as I am able. Noth-
ing is going to change that,
Shepherd promised.

For more information about
Shepherd and the Victory in
Jesus Racing Ministries, contact
Caldwell at (828) 256-2184 or e-
mail M89Shepherd@aol.com. O
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Tennessee news

Executive Board OKs budget; hears Belmont ...

— Continued from page 1

Board member Mike Boyd of
Knoxville expressed concern
that the reallocation of funds
would have been more fair “if all
bared the brunt.”

Boyd also asked if anyone
who benefited or received a cut
in funds was in the room when
the decision was made. Danley
replied that entities generally
are not in the room when delib-
erations are underway.

Porch noted that policy was
followed in that requests went
through the appropriate Execu-
tive Board committee before
going to the budget and min-
istry committee.

Boyd questioned if Executive
Board staff were present in
meetings to lobby for their min-
istries.

When pointed out that Exec-
utive Board staff were normally
in the meeting, both Danley and
Porch affirmed that Executive
Board staff were there to pro-
vide information. “We have
never lobbied the committee for
money,” Porch said.

Boyd said that having staff in
the room gives that appearance.

“Let all the parties that stand
to be effected be in the room
(when decisions are made),” he
said.

Board member Mickey
Basham of Riceville, a member
of the committee, said he felt no
pressure from the staff. “They
helped us with information and
paperwork. The committee had
total freedom to make motions
and recommendations,” he said.

“Never did Dr. Porch or any-
one from the staff ask for
favors,” Basham added.

Ann Taylor of Strawberry
Plains, said she was “shocked”
that so much of the money to
fund the Belmont Study Com-
mittee came out of the budgets
the Education Committee (on
which she serves) recommend-
ed.

“I think we are punishing the
schools that have been faithful
to us. Why not take away from
every line item or set up an
escrow fund?” she asked.

Andre Dugger of Nashville, a
member of the budget and min-
istry committee, said the “bot-
tom line is funds are not there to
do everything that everyone
wants done.” He noted that the

$37 million proposed budget isa -

“cigantic faith step. We are
trusting God for this.”

Dugger noted that to give
money to people with the expec-
tation they will always get it is
not feasible. “The Belmont issue
is not resolved. The convention
could get Belmont back,” he
said.

Other members expressed
pro and con views Over various
aspects of the budget.

Doug Jennings of Woodbury
asked if consideration was given
to reducing the percentage given
to the SBC.

Danley replied that the gen-
eral sentiment of the committee

TBC EXECUTIVE BOARD employees were honored for years of serv-
ice at the board’s Sept. 12 meeting. From left are Don Pierson, five
years; Elizabeth Farmer, 20 years; Tommy Griffin, five years; and Tony

Rankin, five years,

was to keep the SBC’s portion at
40 percent.

Mike Madewell of Clarksville
encouraged board members to
look at “the big picture.” He
noted that even with the cuts
this year, both Carson-Newman
and Union had received a 4.5

percent increase in funds over.

each of the past two years (if the
current budget is approved).

When -the vote was taken,
board members approved the
budget by voice vote with some
opposition.

The budget must be approved
by messengers to the TBC annu-
al meeting Nov. 14-15 at Belle-
vue Baptist Church, Cordova.

Belmont report

Clay Austin, president of the
Executive Board and chairman
of the Belmont Study Commit-
tee, brought board members up
to date. Austin acknowledged
that Belmont is “an outstanding
school with highly qualified fac-

ulty and staff, visionary
trustees, a rich heritage, and a
bright future.”

The problem that the com-
mittee is dealing with is a rela-
tionship, a contract, and a char-
ter, Austin said.

“The relationship problem is

defined and illustrated by a con-

tract and a. new charter and
trust,” he said.

That trust was fractured
before last year’s annual meet-
ing when Belmont changed its
charter, he continued.

Austin acknowledged no res-
olution has been reached after a
recent meeting with Belmont
representatives.

Both Belmont and the study
committee have discussed medi-
ation, Austin told board mem-
bers. He stressed, however, that
mediation is a “non-binding”
process. Medidtion is an davenue
“we possibly and probably will
pursue soon,” he said.

Officers elected

Jerry Massey, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Paris, was elect-
ed by acclamation as the 2006-
07 Executive Board president.
He served this past year as vice
president.

Bob Moon, a layman from
First Baptist Church, Hender-
sonville, was elected vice presi-
dent by five votes over Mickey
Basham, pastor of Eastanallee
Baptist Church, Riceville.

Mary Beth Duke, a lay mem-
ber from First Baptist Church,
Smithville, was re-elected secre-
tary by acclamation.

Resolution adopted

Basham introduced a resolu-
tion concerning a recent
announcement that Wal-Mart
had joined the National Gay/Les-
bian Chamber of Commerce and
was paying the chamber $25,000
a year to sponsor “events and ini-
tiatives which include workshops
for homosexual business owners
on how to break into the Wal-
Mart supplier ranks and giving
priority to homosexually-owned
businesses.”

The resolution encouraged
“cooperating Baptist churches,
Tennessee Baptist entities, and
Christians of all denominations
to express such disapproval by
not shopping at or supporting
Wal-Mart until corrective action
be taken.”

The resolution also encour-
aged Tennessee Baptists to sup-
port the Tennessee Marriage
Amendment.

Some  board members
expressed concern about voting
for the amendment because
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MINISTRY — PASTOR
Pleasant Grove Baptist Cht
In Coalfield, Tenn., seeks a
tor. Church parsonage is a
able if needed. Send resume
tape to Pastor Search Com
tee, 1306 Fairview Road, C
field, TN 37719 - for more
see www.pleasantgrovebapl
net/seek _pastor.html.

o D
Gap Creek Baptist Chu
Arthur, Tenn., is now acceg
resumes for a full-time ps
position. Applicants must n
biblical qualifications. GCBC
conservative Missionary Ba
Church located in East °
nessee near Cumberland (
Please send resumes to (
Goins, 160 Yorkshire Dr., H:
gate, TN 37752.

oS
Philadelphia Baptist, Way
boro, a rural traditional chur
accepting resumes for the |
tion of full-time or bivocat
pastor. Parsonage availi
Send resumes to Jeff Alley,
Hwy. 99, Waynesboro, TN 3
or e- mail icha @ netease.net

S
Olive Hill Baptist Church, !
Hill, Tenn., is searching for
vocational/full-time pastd
are a mission-minded ch
supportive of SBC, and our
association of churches. '
resume. and tape, if possib
Olive Hill Baptist Church,
Pastor Search Committee,
Box 2, Olive Hill, TN 38475

MINISTRY — MUSIC
Oakland First Baptist Chui
Oakland, Tenn., is cun
seeking a part-time wc
leader. The applicant mu
comfortable with both tradi
and contemporary music, a
able to provide planning, le
ship, and direction for all w«
services of OFBC and n
music programming. Somi
lege and/or seminary edu
preferred; two years of suc
ful experience in the musk
istry also preferred. Pleas
your resume to Oakland
Baptist Church, P.O. Box
Oakland, TN 38060. You
also e-mail your resume It
land1stbapt @ bellsouth.n¢
fax it to (901) 465-8186.

>0
Bivocational minister nee
lead the church music pr
for congregation size &
mately 275. Minimum of .
years leading a church
program required. Bl
music style preferred. f
send resume to Miracle |
Church, Attn: Personnel
mittee, P.O. Box 10, LaV
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editorial / opinion

teaders respond to survey regarding MySpace

Editor's hﬁte The Jollowmg
‘mments are responses o the
astion, “Is it appropnate for
Jrch leaders to use a cultural
snomenon such as MySpace

ministry purposes?” which
seared in conjunction with an
icle in the Aug. 30 issue.

Yes. Go into the highways
i hedges ... even the super
ernet highway and bring
ym in. If only cellphones and
tops were available in Bible

78. -
i Dale Welch

- Monterey 38574

Yes. Instead of always focus-

on the negatives in society
| running from it, why not
ve to the whole world that
d can come out of the inter-
. I hated MySpace at first
| was shocked by some of the
\ges that came across the
en. But now I use MySpace
a forum for posting my own
ustry blogs. It’s given me a
nce to reach a broader audi-
e than usual. Typically only

close friends really know
it 'm up to on the mission
1, now so many people
(uaintances, old friends,
mgers). can perhaps be
ouraged .and learn some-
g from what God’s doing in

life.

Hannah

Maryvﬂle 37804

E'&s, perhaps, but not
Space. Numerous news
| fs on CNN, MSNBC, CBS,

and in the New York Times,
Chicago Sun-Times, and others
specifically report MySpace as
a magnet for predators. Second-
ly, posting ministry information
on sites that require young peo-
ple to lie about their age in
order to have an account is
dumb. I've found multiple sites
for the same kid on MySpace,
one is a “Christian” site
mommy knows about; the oth-
ers are sites she knows nothing
about. Many parents think they
know but are really clueless
about what their kids du on the
Internet.
Paul T. Gunn
Mt. Juliet 37122

Yes. According to Scripture,
using contemporary tools and
themes is biblically appropri-
ate. Jesus used parables. Paul
said “I have become all things
to all people, so that I may by
all means save some” (I
Corinthians 9:22 HCSB). Both
Jesus and Paul used common
themes around them for min-
istry (see Matthew 6:26-28, I
Corinthians 9:24). In the 21st
century, we must use any tool
we can to connect non-Chris-
tians and Christians to the
unchanging message of Jesus
Christ.

Jeremy Carroll
Lenoir City 37771

Yes. I feel that tools like
MySpace can be used for min-
istry. Church is now competing
with the world, so we should use
the tools of the world to spread

mily friendly?
was truly appalled to read
1e Aug. 30 issue of Baptist &
ector that the Ford Motor
ipany was considered to be a
lly friendly advertiser for
isoring wholesome, family
ated TV shows (page 10).
. noticed that this ®article
2 from the Baptist Press.
er the Baptist Press has dif-
it values from Tennessee
Asts, or someone is grossly
nformed. True, this is about
shows, but how can the
ar of this article say the
Motor Company is family
dly when they have made
ray-lesbian agenda a matter
iority and have contributed
lreds of thousands of dol-
to further their cause?
" you are questioning my
“mation source, it came
tly from the American
ily Association.
Annie Scott
Jackson 38305

st of the story

am writing to respond to
article entitled “Coca-Cola
'S as best family advertiser:
'in the Aug. 30 issue. In the
le Ford Motor Company is
“ted by the Parents Televi-
Council as being in:the top

five - best TV family friendly
advertisers. This sounds good
for Ford, but as Paul Harvey
often says, we need to hear the
“rest of the story.”

The American Family Associ-
ation, along with 18 other pro-
family organizations, has called
for a one-year boycott of Ford.
On their -~ web site,
boycottford.com, AFA states,
“From redefining family to
include homosexual marriage, to
giving hundreds of thousands of
dollars to support homosexual
groups and their agenda, to fore-
ing employees to attend diversi-
ty training on how to promote
the acceptance of homosexuality,
to sponsoring a commitment
(marnage) ceremony, to sponsor-
ing Gay Pride parades, Ford
leads the way.”

When all the information is
in, Ford Motor Company does
not come up as “the good guy.”
Check out the web site for more

information.
Carol Bell

Shelbyville 37160

No respect

People today do not respect
God’s house (the church) any-
more. I remember as a kid grow-
ing up being taught to respect
God’s house.

the gospel. We're still in the fish-
ing business as they were over
2,000 years ago; instead of nets,
we use MySpace and whatever
else is available to us as minis-
ters. The key is the message of
the Bible never gets changed,
just our methods.
Ben Hearn
Greenfield 38230

No. Omnly with parental
involvement would I consider
this a good idea. Too much risk
without accountability.

Gary Irvin
Tullahoma 37388

Yes. Technology is a tool, just
like our buildings, programs,
even our literature and furni-
ture. With so many using this
particular cultural phenomenon
we would be greatly remiss in
not using it to communicate
with as many as possible. Let’s
not keep our churches in the
1950’s just to keep from “using
the world’s popular culture.”
Our reluctance to embrace
change and modernization is the
greatest barrier to reaching this
generation. Similar feelings are
shared about weblogs.

Michael Stover
Henderson 38340

Yes. Some at first thought I
was “spying” on them when I
joined MySpace, but after the
initial “shock” of a preacher join-
ing up, it has become a great
ministering tool with not only
our youth, but young adults who
are on it. I use MySpace as an

letters to the editor

taught to the children as it was
when [ was a kid. Parents are so
blinded to how their children
disrespect God’s house or mayhe
they don’t care.

We all need to wake up and
respect God’s house as He would
want us to. Parents don’t need to
let their children tear up God’s
house or run and carry on like
they do not respect God.

The children are the future of

. the church and if they are not

taught now to respect God’s
house, they will never respect
it.We need to all wake to things
God would have us to do as His
children. -
_ Marie Adams

Christiana 37037

Late comment

Thank you for a vibrant Aug.
9 issue with its 30 letters to the
editor concerning abstinence pro
or con.

Substantial opinions were
given on both sides but nowhere
was it mentioned that Christ
drank wine (Luke 7:34) or that

.Paul approved wine for deacons

(I Timothy 3:8). Even Noah, the
perfect man (Genesis 6:9, Gene-
sis 7:1) was a heavy drinker on at
least one occasion (Genesis 9:21).

With so many letters from
the denomination of biblical

7 dmgerppoynone-of which brought

encouragement/prayer tool, and
it has been very successful.

Mark Mangrum

Parsons 38363

Yes. The simple presence of
this question in association with
this article is a symptom of a
dangerous cancer among many
churches today. See Luke 7:33-
35. May the Lord quicken our
hearts for the lost!

Bryan Seay
Smyrna 37167

Yes. Every tool has inherent
risks — from the hammer which
smashes the thumb to the saw
which cuts off a finger — yet
used rightly both are invaluable.
The Internet, too, has risks —
but also many benefits. Children
should be very closely monitored
when using the web — but use it
they should.

Jim West
Petros 37845

No. I have been told that I
was from another generation. I
am 71, so I am from another
generation and I am proud of it.
Computers and cellphones are
OK if they are used for the right
reasons. The chances you take
when you put personal informa-
tion on the Internet is too great.
I think our youth today need to
communicate with pastors, Sun-
day School teachers, youth lead-
ers, and last, but not least, with
their parents, one-on-one, not
over the Internet.

Maggie Simmons
McMinnville 37110

up any of these major points
please allow me this late com-
ment.

I believe we have over empha-
sized abstinence. It’'s been my
experience that anyone prone to
self destruction without divine
intervention will find his grim
destiny with or without alcohol.

John Townsend

Memphis 38120

Respond to Jesus

Current events bring forth
different responses from people,
but today I am thinking of this:
What should our response be to
Jesus? As we worship Him in
faith and prayer, surely we will
receive the answers we need for
daily living.

Another thought is the way
Christians move from one
church to another trying to find
the perfect one where they can
worship God the best. Chris-
tians should never just go along

when we see something is

wrong. Neither should we run
away while waiting for God’s
answer. Let’s stay faithful and
pray. Waiting often solves many
problems. Through faith and
prayer, answers come because
God has promised.
Dorothy W. Blake
. Aleoa. 37701

reflections ¥

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

Speaking English

A recent article in The Ten-
nessean in Nashville caught my
eye. A Sept. 12 article dealt with
a metro councilman who is spon-
soring a bill to make English the
“official language” of metro gov-
ernment, resulting in all city
communications being in Eng-
lish only. Opponents have eriti-
cized the proposal and at least
one person labeled the bill as
“mean-spirited.”

Is the motive for the bill
hate? Is it prejudice? Some
would say so. And for some peo-
ple, those may be the reasons.

It saddens me that every-
thing must be linked to preju-
dice or hate. While that may be
true for some, it is not the case
for many people. For many folks,
including myself, the bill is a
“common sense” issue. I have
traveled to several foreign coun-
tries and believe me, they did
not bend over backwards for me
and others who did not speak
their language. And, I really
didn’t expect them to.

I have no problem with peo-
ple who come to the United
States and Tennessee from
other countries. After all, unless
you are a native American, all of
us have ancestors who hailed
from other lands.

That is not the issue. The
issue is for those who come to
America to take the responsibil-
ity to learn a new language and
adjust to a new culture. If busi-
nesses want to cater to other
language groups, fine, but is it
the responsibility of our govern-
ment to spend taxpayer money
to communicate in other lan-
guages? I don’t think so.

The responsibility should fall
upon those coming to America to
learn English and this is where
churches and Christians can
play a major role.

English as a Second Lan-
guage classes in churches can
provide ministry opportunities.

Many Tennessee Baptist
churches already have seized
the opportunity to witness
through ESL classes. These
classes help assimilate people
from other cultures into ours
and help them learn the English
language. These classes also
provide excellent avenues for
sharing the good news of Jesus
Christ.

As to the proposed bill, it is
unlikely it will ever pass. There
are too many ramifications of
such a bill. Law enforcement
and health care officials must
communicate with people of all
languages. We probably have
gone too far to turn back now.

But don’t label everyone who
feels English should be “the”
language in our country as
being filled with prejudice and
hate, That is simply not true. O
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TREASURER'S REPORT THIRD QUARTER
November 1, 2005 - July 31, 2006

~ Cooperative Designated
Program SBC

26,793,086

Designated -

TBC Total
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GIFTS AND OTHER INCOME
Cooperative Program:
Designated to SBC/TBC Institutions
Lottie Moon Offering for International Missions
Annie Armstrong Offering for N. American Missions
Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions
CP/Designated gifts received from the
Tennessee Baptist Foundation
Other Special Gifts
Total Gifts
Other Income (Guidestone, NAMB, LifeWay, Conference Centers,
interest, refunds, B&A advs./subscriptions)
Total Receipts

26,793,086
1,852,591 4,979,679
10,188,540

3,803,372

3,127,088

759,926

18,068
448,059
4,353,140

179,235 Clen e T ot it i) i
448,059 ,
47,151,898

118,239 42,929

26,911,326 15,887,432

4,695,102
9,048,242

4,695,102

51,847,000

15,887,432

26,911,326 887,

ALLOCATIONS
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North American Missions 2,454,313 3,924,980 6,379,293 B L i e

Six Seminares 2,325,139 435 2325574 | Ot e

Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission 161,468 ez 161,530 MM oot T AT 1977 it B 191 i

Guidestone 86,116 62 86,178 .
Other SBC Gifts 355,230 .

889,407 1,244,636
Total SBC Gifis 10,764,531 15,887,432 0 26,651,963
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TENNESSEE MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES
Evangelism
Missions
Discipleship
Ministry
Worship
Prayer
Fellowship
Associational Support
Administration
Total TN Misslons and Ministries

1,612,044
1,451,697
1,489,167
1,015,483
441,194
371,372
411,198
957,408
430,042
8,179,605 0

442 661
149,585
41,311
127,416
12,239
10,302
11,407
26,559
131,792
953,272

2,054,705
1,601,282
1,530,477
1,142,899
453,433
381,675
422,605
983,967
561,833
9,132,877
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CONVENTION OPERATIONS
Baptist and Refiector
TBC Meetings & Committees
Church Annuity Plan
TBC Conference Centers
Cooperative Program Promotion

305,000
283,304
1,069,479
122,600
67,344

7,686
7,002
26,935
3,036
1,744

312,685
290,306
1,096,414
125,636
69,088

:
B
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TBC Audits

91,639

Total Convention Operations

1,939,365

2,360

48,764

93,999

1,988,128
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Carson Newman College
Union University
Harrison Chilhowee
Historical Archives
CRYV Scholarships

Total Christian Education

2,074,925 =

2,074,925 '
369,733
10,231
51,155

4,580,969 . 0

174,028 2,248,953
58,039 2,132,964
28,765 398,498
286 10,517
1,285 52,440
262,404 4,843,372

CHRISTIAN SERVICES
TN Baptist Adult Homes
TN Baptist Children’s homes
TN Baptist Foundation
Total Christian Services

204,569
992,572
249,716
1,446,857 0

185,996
2,447,058
7,587
2,640,641

390,565
3,439,630+

257,304

' 4,087,498
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OTHER SPECIAL GIFTS
American Bible Society 125 125
Tenn. Drug Awareness Council ‘ 25,140 25,140
Disaster Relief 392,068 392,068
Other Special Gifts ’ 30,725 30,725
Total Other Special Gifts : ' 0 0 448,059 448,059

4,353,140 47,151,898
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Total Allocations 26,911,326 15,887,432

Other Income (Guidestone, NAMB, Lifeway, Conference Centers,
interest, refunds, B&R advertisement/subscription income)
Total Allocations
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Some Things Just Go Together

By William Maxwell

Warm cookies and cold milk

Lazy rivers and cane fishing poles

Fall afternoons and college football |

Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions and the Cooperative Program-

These are just natural combinations. They complement each other. Milk
makes those warm cookies taste better while eating the cookie just begs for
that glass of milk. A lazy river just encourages finding that cane pole and
drowning a few worms, and cane poles arent much use without the river.
College football is best enjoyed in the coolness of the fall afternoon while
such an afternoon is enhanced by sitting in the stands cheering on your
favorite team.

Golden Oftering for Tennessee Missions (GOTM) and the Cooperative
Program (CP) go together in much the same way. Both make missions and
ministries in Tennessee a reality. They compliment and support each other
In many ways.

CP provides the foundational support for all Baptist missions and

ministries in the state. CP allows the state convention to provide quality state

missionaries, well trained, and available to serve churches. GOTM provides
funding for projects and ministries conducted by the state missionaries,
associations, and churches across the state. '

For example, CP provides church planting strategists as state missionaries.
These strategists work with God -- called church planters who begin church
planting churches and networks in all aspects of church planting. They lead
training events to help strategize on what to start and how to start new
churches. GOTM then steps in and provides funding to the new starts to
assist in paying the pastor and provides equipment and other startup costs.
This combination of funding allows for an effective and efficient means of
planting new churches.

Since 1902 GOTM has been a part of the Season of Prayer for State

Church Healt!

atter

"Building healthy churches empowered by the presence of God."

Missions. It is named in honor of Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Golden. M6
was the executive secretary for the Tennessee Baptist Convention. It
when Mrs. Golden began writing letters to churches across the
explaining how so many Tennesseans did not even have a Bible ir
homes. !

Today, the offering supports key strategies in Tennessee Baptist life.
include church planting, ethnic ministries, disaster relief, summer mi
and other key ministries. - f

Since 1925 CP has been the unifying financial system for all Se
Baptists. It replaced the old societal method of missions giving al
missionaries to focus on their ministry and not fund raising. Today, it
every church, no matter how small, to participate in world wide m
effort. : i,

GOTM and CP go together. Both are important. Both are mf-'

reaching Tennessee for Christ. Thank you Tennessee Baptists fo

financial support of missions and ministry through your giving to €
GOTM.




Dates

IA—06-46 Team to du minor I‘EpEl‘Il’E on church Iandscapmg and build reta:mng wall. Vacatlon Bible School can alsn be done.

2 open
Sinux Clty lowa IA-06-03 |Adopt an area to help start a church. open

. |Winterset, lowa |A-06-51 Team to build addition to nursery and children education building. Sept. or Oct.
 |Sioux Rapids, lowa Team to do various repair work on church building that is in need of repair. asap

'flglzada. Montana

Team of no more than 11 to help repair community center. Specific activites would include painting and carpentry.

Purpose of project is to reach out and connect with unchurched members in community. Church asks that team
MT-07-11 |help pay for paint and construction supplies.

Late summer or fall 2007

' |Alzada, Montana MT-07-12 _|work.

Team of no more than 11 to help local ranchers put up or repair fences, paint, and work with cement and carpentry

Late summer or fall 2007

Bozeman, Montana

Teams to help with remodeling. Teams would add extra walls, doors, windows, laying carpet, etc. Church asks that
MT-07-07 |teams help with some funding if possible.

June 1-July 30, 2007

' B‘uﬁe. Montana

Team of 8-12 to do exterior maintenance work. If team wanted to bring more than 12, there are opportunities to

participate in other ministry areas such as prayer walking and outreach training. Church asks that teams help with
MT-07-08 |some funding if possible.

Spring or early summer 2007

Butte, Montana

MT-07-13 |Speaker needed to lead around five one-hour sessions at women's retreat.

Jan. 25-28, 2007

Choteau, Montana

MT-07-09 |Team to repair and paint youth building.

open

|Choteau, Montana

MT-07-10 |Team to help with Vacation Bible School.

To be determined

East Helena, Montana

MT-07-01 |Team of 4-10 to help with VBS.

July 7-14, 2007

_ |East Helena, Montana

MT-07-02 |Team of 4-10 to help conduct block party for community.

June 10-17, 2007

' |East Helena, Montana

MT-07-03 |Team of 4-10 to canvas community.

June 24-30, 2007

" |East Helena, Montana

MT-07-04 |Team to help build float for rodeo parade and assist with parade-day activities.

July 1-8, 2007

Marysville, Montana

Church would like to start a Sunday afternoon worship time on ski slopes and would like a team of at least 10 to
MT-07-05 |come and help start this ministry.

Weekend in Jan. or Feb.

»
>
e

der Training
»_a volunteer team overseas
1 double reward: secing God at

e fully prepared

research your project site

-‘u

D ,‘and plan a daily schedule.

and secunty {particularly if
1 Ig where thc gﬂspel

tralmng will provide plenty of
s” including how to recruit prayer

uild your team, finance your
team members, secure travel

" rrough your team members as well
pro]cct. A successful trip dﬁpends,

e

scover how to maintain basic

challenges to the

|ons Tralnmg Events to Be Held

50 people Lunch will be provided.

Register at least two weeks prior to the
event, by contacting Heather Wilson at

(800) 558-2090 ext. 2061, or e-mail her

at hwiIsbn@mbaptist.org,,

- Cmss-CultuIal Tratmng

Serving in another culture is a specml
blessing but does present certain

cooperation with the International

Mission Board, the Tennessee Baptist
Convention offers specific training for

volunteers in how to minister in another

_culture This training is mvaluable to the

preparat;lon of your team.

ﬂf all awaits your return.
resenting your missions
h ur  can play a key "

Training outline includes:

International dinner

~ Identification of worldview

~The biblical basis of missions

~ Ministering cross-culturally
~ Missiological issues
_Incarﬁ‘a‘tionaltm:inistry |
The blﬁsmg =

The training wﬂl be held March 30-31,

- 2007, at the Baptist Center, Brentwood.
- 'Partlr:.lpant fee will cover meals and
mate;nals Canfercnce times are: Friday:
~ 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. and Saturday:
g - 8:30 a.m.-3: 3(1 p.m. Training begins on

S “f ~_ Friday with an international dinner.

ok

e "||| J'I__:._. 1
."".

— Lunch s pmmdcd on Saturday.

___"fffjf_-:_“ Jeﬁst two wa:ks prmr to the
S =1 T ; s . Wﬂsﬂn at

volunteer. In

Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary
Potential Teaching Opportunities

January 2007 (1 week intensives, Jan. 8-12)

Elective

Spring 2007 (semester, mid-Jan. — beg. of May)
Intro to Christian Thought (college)
Writing & Research (college)

Fall 2007 (semester, end of Aug. — mid-Dec.)
Youth Education (seminary) |

Baptist History & Beliefs (college)

Cross Cultural Evangelism (college)

January 2008 (1 week intensives, Jan. 8-12)
Elective
Worship (seminary)

Spring 2008 (semester, mid-Jan. — beg. of May)
The Teaching Church (college)

Music & Worship (college)

Classics of Christian Literature (college)
History of Western Civilization (college)
Music Appreciation (college)

Missiology (seminary)

Summer 2008 (1 week intensives, mid-May — mid-June)
Electives
Preaching I (seminary)

For information about these teaching opportunities and a
list of required qualifications, contact Kim Margrave at (800)
558-2090 ext. 2021, or e-mail kmargrave@tnbaprtist.org.

Construction Request:

Teams are needed to repair eight of the two-bedroom
student housing units on campus that are in need of serious
repair. The foundation will need to be repaired and rebuilt to
Canadian specifications. This project is very labor-intensive,
and teams will need to have some people that know how to
jackhammer.

The project can be done ar any time during the academic
year. If you are interested, contact Kim Margrave at (800)
558-2090 ext. 2021, or e-mail kmargrave@nbaptist.org.

Church Health Matters
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nnessee couple among recent IMB appointments

it PI'GSS - |

'ARTANBURG, S.C. —
:&—Beven Southern Bap-

will cover the globe as

;ake the gospel to 10 of the

national Mission Board’s
{ministrative regions fol-

g their appointment Sept.
aring a service at First
st North Spartanburg

e event, which kicked off

shurch’s Global Impact
wrence, - brings the total
ier of IMB missionaries to
than 5,100. Many of the
appointees experienced a
o international missions
g similar church-related
ties or on vulunteer mis-

rips.
hen I boarded a plane

ning from a short-term

on trip, my heart broke, I
‘want to leave, and I real-

(I had a] heart for mis-

sions,” said one new missionary
who will serve in the Pacific
Rim region. “I've found no
greater joy than sharing the
name of Jesus with someone
who has never heard.”

The missionary is one of
many who cannot be identified
by name because she serves in
a part of the world that is
resistant — sometimes even
hostile — to a gospel witness.

“We cannot identify the
places most of [the new mission-
aries] are going,” said IMB Pres-
ident Jerry Rankin. “Through
their "professional experience
and training and education,
they are able to gain creative
access to restricted countries to
share the gospel of Jesus Christ,
many with people who will be
hearing it for the first time.”

A Tennessee Baptist pastor
and his wife from Arlington are
among the new missionaries.

Chuck Hoskins II and his

For the Glory of God

Jo you have a vision
for your church?

(Let us help bring it into focus.)

(e Doctor of Ministry programs at The Southern Baptist
- eological Seminary sharpen leaders, strengthen churches and

_§ ipact the world. Choose from six innovative degree programs:

*  Evangelism & Church Growth (Church Leadership,
Church Consultation, or Applied Apologetics)

*  Expository Preaching
* Biblical Counseling
* Missions Leadership

*  Black Church Leadership

* Korean Church Leadership

t Southern Seminary help clarify your ministry. For more infor-
ttion visit us online at www.sbts.edu or call 1-800-626-5525.

i© Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
l S '

wife, Allison,were appointed as’
apprentice missionaries and
will be serving in South Ameri-

ca. Hoskins, pastor of Lifeway
C hiu rielh: ,

Arlington,
will serve as a
strategy coor-
dinator.. He is
a former
youth minis-
ter at Rich-
land Baptist |
Church, Mem-
phis.

The couple
are both grad-
uates of the
University of
Memphis and
he also is a
graduate of
Mid-America S i
Baptist Semi-
nary, German- A- HOSKINS
town. '

Tom Elliff, IMB senior vice
president for spiritual nurture,
offered a charge to the new
missionaries and congregation
during the service.

“There comes a time in the
life of every person when God
offers you something for which
you and you alone are unique-
ly suited,” he told the crowd.
“And what a crime — what a
tragedy it would be — if that
moment finds you either
unwilling or ill-prepared for
what would be your finest
hour. Those of us in this room
want to.congratulate you, for
both your willingness and the

C. HOSKINS

extent of your preparation.”
Elliff conveyed his heart’s
desire: that Southern Baptists
will see the day when young
people will have many family
members and friends on the
mission field, whether through
partnerships or career mis-
sions. He said he believes hear-
ing their accounts of God’s
work should generate such
excitement that, even at a very
young age, children will try to
find a way to get onto the mis-
sion field. He said he prays to
see the day when students so
desire to serve God they will
“make a date” with missions,
and not dare do anything that
could keep them from going the
moment they are old enough.
“You see, it’s not about max-
imums, it’s about minimums,”
Elliff said. _
Based on Matthew 9:35-38,
Elliff said he believes there are
four minimums for mission
participation: (1) Christians
must be able to see the multi-
tudes as Jesus saw them, like
sheep without a shepherd; (2)

Christians must be able to feel

what Jesus felt as He was
moved with compassion; (3)
Christians must be willing to
acknowledge that while there
is a great harvest, there is an
overwhelming shortage of
those willing to work in that
harvest; and (4) Christians
must be willing to do as Jesus
commands—to both pray and
participate through personal
involvement.

Voter registration
'deadline is Oct. 8

The voter registration dead- |
line allowing new voters to
' vofe in an upcoming election is
| 30 days prior to the election.

. In the case of the Nov. 7|
election, the voter registration |
' deadline falls on Oct. 8, a Sun- |
day. Therefore, people register- |
ing at county election commis- !
sion offices must do so by‘
J]5‘1:'1d=13r, Oct. 6, or Saturday, |

1 Oct. 7, dependlng on whether |
1 the commission will be open on

| Saturday. '

Voter registrations maﬂed
in must be postmarked by
| Sunday, Oct. 8. Note that not |
all post offices accept mail on |
Sundays and holidays. Check
with your local post office for
the nearest location that will
postmark on Sunday and holi-
days.

The early voting period for
the Nov. 7 election will be Oct.
12-Nowv. 2. 0 — Linda Lawson

Marriage ...

— Continued from page 1

The ball is in the court of
Tennessee Baptist churches,
Porch observed. “The votes to
put this over are in our church-
es,” he stressed.

Porch encouraged Executive
Board members to challenge
their churches and associations
to take a lead in the effort.

“If we miss out and don’t
take a positive stand, I don’t
know how many more chances
we will have to take a stand,”
Porch concluded. O

Guest speakers:

Musical guests:

West Tennessee Bible Conference

Sponsored by

Windal Walker Evangelistic Ministries

Host Church:

Union Grove Baptist Church
755 Beech Bluff Rd., Beech Bluff, Tennessee 38313

September 24-26, 2006

* Bob Pitman; Memphis, TN

* Phil Hoskins; Kingsport TN

e Ashley Ray; Indianapolis, IN

‘e William Dodson; Murray KY

* Fred Morris; McKenzie, TN

 Pat Kough; Jackson, TN

e Larry Tapp; Ocean Springs, MS

* John Adams; Jackson, TN

 Dave Clark; Southhaven, MS

» Roy Auvenshine; Greenfield, TN

» Gary Frizzell; Benton, KY

» Wayne Balchan; Trinidad, West Indies
¢ Richard Oldham: Bowling Green, KY

» ] ois Jane Wallace; Tallahassee, FLL
» Mike Speck Trio; Nashville, TN
* Jody Brown Indian Family; Robinsonville, NC

I-40 Exit 93 to 412 West, Turn towards Lexington, 3 miles down Crawford Springs Rd.
(For more detailed directions, go to sbe.net and church search Union Grove Baptist in Beech Bluff, Tennessee.)

For more information, call (731) 422-1479 or email at uniongrovebeechbluff @ yahoo.com.
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LifeWay sees
positive resulfs in

ministry, business
Baptist Press

GLORIETA, N.M. — LifeWay
Christian Resources reported
strong ministry and business
results in fiscal 2006, with the
retail and church resources divi-
sions leading the way.

In addition, the Holman
Christian Standard Bible con-
tinued to grow in popularity,
while more than 5,200 decisions
for Christ were recorded at Life-
Way’s conference centers at
Ridgecrest, N.C., and Glorieta,
N.M.

LifeWay trustees, in their
semi-annual meeting Sept. 11-
12 here, heard reports from each
of the Southern Baptist entity’s
divisions and approved a record
budget of $471 million for 2007.
Among pending major develop-
ments are the release of the Hol-
man Illustrated Study Bible and
the launch of a new Oracle busi-
ness system in November.

LifeWay is expected to end
the fiscal year Sept. 30 with
record revenues of $447.9 mil-
lion, 1 percent below budget but
3.5 percent ahead of 2005.

“These are not times for the
faint of heart,” Thom S. Rainer,
LifeWay’s president and CEO,
said.

“We are in a tough business
environment, yet [ believe that
LifeWay’s greatest days are yet
to come. For 2007, we will invest
in people, ministry initiatives,
research, business developm:ent,
and technology infrastructure
that lead us to blue oceans —

those deep waters where signifi-
cant new ministry and business
opportunities lie.” 0

Churchill to speak
af Union event

Union University news office

JACKSON — The name Win-
ston S. Churchill commands
immediate attention.

Union University’s keynote
speaker for the 10th annual
Scholarship Banquet shared the
name with his late grandfather,
the former British prime minis-
ter and a man considered by
many to be one of the finest
leaders and orators of the 20th
century.

But looking beyond his famil-
iar name reveals a man who has
reported from combat zones,
navigated the political waters of
British Parliament, and written
critically acclaimed volumes.

The 10th annual Scholarship
Banquet begins at 6:45 p.m. on
Tuesday, Sept. 26, at the Carl
Perkins Civic Center in Jackson.
“Winston Churchill promises to
be a captivating speaker,” Union

Interested in revival? Five Free book-
lets in quantity are available to leaders
of ministries, Sunday School, and home
groups. Visit www.keytorevival.org or
write: Alliance for Christian Fellow-
ship, Int. P.O. Box 747, Burnet, TX
78611

Affordable Beachside

Vacation Condos
.aulf res o

All size units available, Fall Special
2 night weekend, $140.00; 4 week-
nights, $200.00 Efficiency Unit
(2 Adults, 2 Kids) Good 9-6 thru 10-31
(205) 556-0368 or (205) 554-1524

University President Dawvid S.
Dockery said. “He will bring our
audience a perspective on world
affairs that starts with his
grandfather’s legacy, but is very
much based on personal experi-
ence as a journalist and histori-
an.”

Evangelism
Planner events

sef for Tennessee
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD Three
Evangelism Planner workshops
will be held across Tennessee in
October, according to Steve
Pearson, evangelism specialist
for the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention.

The events are sponsored by
the TBC and the North Ameri-
can Mission Board.

AMERI-CO STEEL
BUILDINGS

Must sell four steel buildings from
summer inventory clearance, one is
30 x 30, all brand new, never erected.
Will sell for balance owed. Call 1-800-
552-8504.

New Lower Rates For
Term Life Insurance!

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male)

Age $150,000 $£300,000
25 $11.08 $13.39 -
35 $11.35 $13.91
45 $19.76 $30.45
55 $42.45 $73.24
65 $103.46 $194.78

Please call The Insurance Store
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free
1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat.
Level premiums that do not increase for
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life
insurance company. Preferred Male rates
illustrated above. Please call for other

ages and Female rates.

CHURCH BUS SALES

v LifcWay

Biblical Solutions for Life

A Service of LifcdWay Christian Stores

e 15 passenger buses (no CDL required)
e Over 100 new & used buses in stock
e Van replacement vehicles

29-41 Passengers

 Tennessee Baptists,
America’s #1 Church Bus Dealer
has some deals for you!

L

e Rental buses
e Trade-ins welcome
e 15 to 46 passenger buses

e
TEE,
e 2!

18-29 Passengers

30-46 Passengers

national / state news

Evangelism Planner is a tool
many churches are using to
design their plan to evangelize

their community and their

world, Pearson said.

Sessions will be held:

Oct. 9 — Englewood Baptist
Church, Jackson, 10 a.m.-noon
(lunch provided, call (731) 668-

MINISTRY — STUDENT
Conservative, growing church in
booming community near
Cookeville, Tenn., is accepting
applications for a bivocational
youth director. Send application
and resume to Hamptons Cross-
roads Baptist Church, 109 Stal-
lion Road, Cookeville, TN 38506.

PLeR
Minister of youth, part-time, 20+
hours. Bellevue Baptist Church
in Nashville. Minister to students,

7th-12 grades. Associate degree-

required, seminary degree pre-
ferred. E-mail resume to
youth@bellevuebaptist.com or
mail to Lisa Willoughby, c/o
Bellevue Baptist Church, 7400
Highway 70 South, Nashville, TN
37221.
PODD
Fairfield Baptist Church’s grow-
ing youth group is in need of a
full-tme youth pastor. We offer a
competitive salary and are look-
ing for someone with a heart for
God, a passion for ministering to
and with youth, and a willingness
to relocate. Good leadership,
communication, and teambuild-
ing skills are a must. Please malil
your resume to Fairfield Baptist
Church at 1863 Hwy. 100, Cen-
terville, TN 37033 or e-mail us at
fairfieldbapt812@bell south.net.
o D

Diverse, loving, Southern Baptist
church in urban-setting seeking
team-oriented minister for youth
and parents. Bivocational oppor-
tunity looking for passionate
evangelist, along with leadership

and teaching skills. E-mail
resume: youthministerteam@
shelbyavebaptist.com.

PPN

; Middlefork Road Baptist Church

is currently seeking a part-time
youth minister. Resumes will be
received until Oct. 20. Please
send resume with cover letter to

| Middlefork Road Baptist Church,
| 3955 Middlefork Rd., Luray, TN

38352.
MINISTRY — POSITIONS
Bird's Creek Baptist Church is

J seeking a bivocational music

director and a minister to stu-
dents. Please sénd resumes to

Bird’'s Creek Baptist Church,

Monthly Specials
e L Fora oE : 2245 Whitlock Road, Paris, TN
24326 2005  Ford/ElDorado 15 $39,960 o <y VR HEYCRROEIEEE,
25310 2006 GMC/Glaval "Titan™ 34 w/ Removable Row $76,940 Chairman.
26063 2006 Ford/Starcraft 25 w/ Rear Luggage $56,280 : b b LY
25427 2005 Ford/ElDorado 26 $47,920 We're hirin 4 ft
26222 2006  Ford/Starcraft 15 w/ Rear Luggage $46,530 i traetivee a!sisigt:n:u:nt;m: ad::;;::fe
265200 2000 Chev/ElDorado 17 + 2 Wheelchairs  $23,900 > e
I weekday preschool director. For
Incredible Liquidation I more information, call (615) 794-
1-800-370-6180 Prices! . ] 7000. Please send resumes to
Buses are .
| Franklin, TN www.carpenterbus.com Liquidate’ | i 1350 West Main Street, Franklin,

1094 for reservations); and
tist Center, Brentwood,
8:30 p.m.

Oct. 10 — Pine Eden By
Church, Crossville, 10 am.
(lunch provided, call (981)
1858).

For more information
Pearson at (615) 371-2012

MINISTRY — COMBINAY
Central Baptist Church i
Ridge, Tenn., (www.orche.(
accepting resumes for the
tion of minister of musig/
adults. The church has a liv
vision broadcast of its §
morning worship service o)
cable TV and a 30-minute
broadcast (see www.in
likethese.org) which airs o
entire Greater Knoxville/
burg area twice a week in
time. We are looking for a
minister who will direct u
blended music worship
Please send resumes to b
by@orcbc.org or Dr
Mullins, 130 Providence
Oak Ridge, TN 37830.

PP
First Baptist Church, Troy,
is seeking a full-time pa
spiritual growth for adul
children. This person wc
responsible for the directi
development of an adul
group ministry that meets
and off campus. He wol
oversee the children’s min
Qrades 1-6. We are a ¢
church with 450-500 in v
Interested applicants s
their resume to Personne
mittee, First Baptist Chun

. Box 286, Troy, TN 38260

OO H
Farley Community Chi
growing SBC chur

Huntsville, Ala., is seekir
time minister of music an
Send resumes to Pe
Committee, Farley Cor
Church, 12302 Bell
Huntsville, AL 358083,
nel@farleycc.org.
R R
Central Baptist Church ©
Tenn., is seeking a
youth/college  ministe
plicants should have 3
years full-time experien
youth and/or college min
Southern Baptist church
a growing church with 2¢
worship. Our web
www.cbecmartin.org.
description is availab
request. Send resume ¢
mendation to Youtf
Search Committee, PO/
Martin, TN 38237 ©
youthsearch @ cbcmartis

MISCELLANEOI!
Ministry Partners Need¢
planting a new church ir
town, West Va. Part
needed to grow Gods
in this spiritually fertile i
Morgantown brothers a
in Christ would love 1o
YOU! Contact Pastor Si'
er (a native Tennesse

- B680-1995. s -
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| taymg fit
#aymg healthy on the go

Tamara Quintana

Let’s face it. Most of us live our lives always “on the

» But we still need to take the time to be healthy. I

ently shared this “on the go” wellness information

h our marketing staff who accumulate thousands of

quent flyer miles each year.

Bating on the go often means making poor food

ices. To make better choices, keep these things in
ad:. -

» _Stay away from fast food restaurants and buffets.

;ing healthy is all about making wise choices: por-

1 control, grilled instead of fried, salad dressing on

| side, fresh vegetables instead of fries, fresh fruit for

sert, etc.

» Eat three to five times a day. Be sure to eat break-

t — it doesn’t have to be big, just a protein, a carb,

la da1ry will kick-start your day. Grab an extra

urt or fruit before you leave home for a mid-morn-
snack. Eat lunch. Have an afternoon snack and

@ n eat a light dinner.

» Drink plenty of water.
I Exercise
l[‘a.’ke every opportunity to exercise when you are on
- 80.

s » When traveling by car, take frequent walk breaks
parks, rest stops, tourist sites, etc. If traveling by
ne, check in if necessary, and then walk around

o\ il time to board.

38+ However you are traveling, it is important to exer-

Ul | your legs. While sitting, blood can collect in the

‘M er part of your body and create deep vein thrombo-

"8 blood clots). Just moving each heel up and down for

'8 inute will pump the blnod to the upper portion of

|5 r body.
| Most hotels have some type of exercise facility. If

§l , exercise in your room with a jump rope, exercise

1 'J.:. ra DVD.

B T -

A M, e =
— A .

Ly il

Sleep
can be difficult to get a good night’s sleep when
afr-.- away from home. Some tips for improving
up_
' Exercise more than one to two hours before bed-
e. 5
| Don’t eat a big meal just before going to bed.
' Bring your pillow from home. Sometimes that is
_ }mu need.
" 5 Bnng some “white noise” to drown out unfamiliar
jes. This might be radio music played very low or
12l “white noise” that you can pick up in stores.
temember, if you have to be on the go, get going
1 wellness. (0 — Quintana is director of the employ-
. wellness program for GuideStone Financial
ources.

a way with words

* hat’s in a name?
lugh X. Lewis" .

JZ‘ our father left you with his name;
» was all he had to give.

ee that it never comes to shame

s long as you shall live.

"l Vell, this name now belongs to you —
lear it proudly and with pride.

-name that if you live up to

he gift is justified.

il © keep the name untarnished then
|l s his father gave to him.
dur children will be honored when
du pass it on to them. O

@l Opyright by Hugh X. Lewis. Lewis, a Baptist layman, is
laureate of Christian country music in Tennessee. He
written more than 250 songs and is featured daily on
Southern Gospel radio stations throughout the country.

» available to speak to church and senior adult groups
nore information; call (615) 883-0086.
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Pass on the baton

E_y Craig Christina

Focal Passage: Joshua 24:14-28,
31
One of the greatest challenges fac-
ing those in leadership positions is
knowing how to pass on the baton.
Some key leaders don’t want to give
up their responsibilities when the
time comes. Others never learn how to
empower the next generation to lead
with the same level of love and sacri-
fice. Still others try to recruit fresh
leadership, only to fail in the process.
Before Joshua exits the scene, God
reveals — through Joshua — several
insights in how to prepare and equip
the next generation to lead.
Remember the positives. Before
Joshua asks the people to do anything,
he reminds them of the positives. He
actually gives the people a history les-
son as he recalls all that the Lord has
done for them (vv. 1-13). In other
words, he motivates the people by
helping them to refocus their hearts
on their great and awesome God.
Before we ask people to serve God
in leadership positions, we need to
give them a little history of how God
has been (and is currently) at work in
the church. God has led us to this
point, and now He has prepared you
for even greater things in the days
ahead. Every congregation has expe-
rienced negatives, so remind the peo-
ple of the Lord’s faithfulness to them.
Restate the pattern. Joshua
never asked the people do to anything
that he wasn’t willing to do himself.

He set an example for them when he
publicly declared, “As for me and my
family, we will worship the Lord” (v.
15). Joshua was offering a pattern for
leadership by explaining that he had
sacrificed other things in order to put
God first in his family.

Younger generations need to be
challenged to put Christ first. Instead
of simply preaching to them about it,
demonstrate it as well. Be honest
about the challenges and the joys of
living passionately for Jesus. We are
always blessed when we decide as a
family to worship the Lord unly and
put Him first.

Remove the pitfalls. Godly lead-
ers understand that putting Christ
first means other things will be sacri-
ficed. We can’t worship God and
sports, God and the river, or God and
money. We must remove those idols
and activities that preclude our par-
ticipation in leadership.

Joshua clearly articulates the neces-
sity of purging our hearts, our minds,
and our schedules of those things that
compete with God (v. 14). Joshua actu-
ally restates this imperative three more
times in different ways (vv. 19-20, 22-
23). “God is a jealous God” (v. 19). We
cannot follow Him or lead others to fol-
low Him unless He takes first place.

Renew the pledge. Because the
people were willing to accept these
conditions, Joshua led them to renew
their covenant with the Lord (vv. 25-
27). When others are asked to lead,
they need to be willing to make a com-
mitment.

Be obedient

By Bob Orgeron

Focal Passage: Hebrews 3:16-4:13

The ancient Israelites failed to
remain true to God, which resulted
in 40 years of wandering in the
wilderness. Verse 17, states that the
bodies of these fell in the wilderness
and a new generation was raised up
under the leadership of Joshua, who
led them into the Promised Land. In
the context of chapter 3, verses 11
through chapter 4, verse 13, the
promise land is designated as a land
of rest.

The term “rest” in chapter 3, vers-
es 16 through 19 is obviously refer-
ring to the Promised Land, but in
chapter 4, verse 1 through 13 the ref-
erence is to yet another “rest.”
LifeWay commentary writer Kendal
Easley states: “This ‘rest,’ most likely
designates the new, fulfilling life
Christians enjoy, including the inner
peace that accompanies forgiveness
of sin (Easley, p. 41).

This week we will see, the parallel
between the believers entering into
Gods “rest,” by faith and obedience,
contrasted with unbelievers disobey-
ing and failing to enter into God’s
rest.

Examples of disobedience, vv.
16-19. In the opening passage we find
in verses 16 through 19 five rhetorical
questions. It is obvious that these five
questions are not seeking information
but are rather pointing to information
commonly known. 1

This rhetorical device is used to
warn the reader of the disobedience of
the ancient Israelites and the conse-
quences of such disobedience. It is
interesting to note, that the first ques-
tion is answered by the second ques-
tion and the third question is
answered by the fourth question. And

- . the writer uses the ‘;g;ueatmn to
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draw the reader back to chapter 3,
verse 11. He repeats in verse 18, what
he had previously stated in verse 11,
As I swore in My wrath, ‘they shall not
enter My rest.” The emphasis here is
that the ancients had heard the teach-
ings and instructions of God and dis-
obeyed. The reminder that disobedi-
ence carries a high price follows this
example of disobedience. Verse 19,
plainly says, ... they were not able to
enter the promised rest due to their
unbelief. Verse 17 reveals the severe
consequence in that an entire genera-
tion of people fell in the wilderness in
unbelief.

Concern for obedience, vv. 4:1-
7. The negative example used in the
five rhetorical questions serves as a
warning to the first-century believ-
ers. Certainly, the disobedience of the
former generation was a challenge to
these first-century believers to walk
in obedience before the Lord. At all
cost they must avoid making the mis-
take of their forefathers. Throughout
the passage, the writer employs the
theme of “rest.”

First, there is the failure of the
ancient Israelites to enter into “rest”
which is clearly a reference to the
days of the Exodus from Egypt and
the wilderness wanderings. Next, in
chapter 4, verse 1, the promise of rest
is offered to the first-century believ-
ers. Then in verse 4, there is a refer-
ence to the entrance of God into His
rest on the seventh day. And in verse
7, the writer points to a further
opportunity for “rest,” introduced to
the Israelite of David’s day, offering
an urgent invitation to “entering into
the rest of God, today.”

Easley states, “rest represented
the enjoyment of the blessings of the
Promised Land for the first-century
believers the writer addresses “rest,”
which most likely stood for the enjoy-

Bible teaching

Sunday School Lesson
Bible Studies for Life
Sept. 24

Every ministry has a season, and
there are times when it may become
necessary to step back from our
responsibilities. But this is the excep-
tion, not the rule. Many Christians
quit too easily. When challenges arise,
temptations beckon, or inconvenienc-
es emerge, they withdraw and walk
away. God expects us to commit to
leadership and service. Some of our
greatest blessings come when we stay
the course and allow God to build
spiritual muscle instead of wimping
out. Joshua erected a large stone as a
memorial to their commitment.
Perhaps we should give new leaders
some token to remind them of their
pledge to Christ.

Release the potential. Once the
people recommitted to worship God
only, it was time to send them out.
Joshua didn’t follow them home,
hover over them, or dictate to them.
He allowed them to lead in their own
homes and communities.

Let a leader lead. Once we empow-
er someone to serve, we should allow
the Lord to release their potential.
Yes, they will fail on occasion. But
with love and encouragement, godly
leaders will succeed in fulfilling God’s
purposes and you will have passed on
the baton. O — Christina is pastor of
First Baptist Church, Jackson,

Sunday School Lesson
Explore the Bible
Sept. 24

vation” (Easley p. 41). So then we find
a progression between the days of
Moses to the days of David to the
days of the first-century Christian, to
the application of “today,” to our con-
temporary times. Verse 4, speaks to
the quality of the “rest,” in that God
“rested,” on the seventh day from all
His works. This seventh day “rest,” is
a symbol of the true rest to come in
Christ.

Exhortation about obedience,
vv. 4:8-13. Verses 12 and 13 present
a strong challenge toward obedience.
The writer employs several strong
descriptions of God’s Word. He
makes the important point that God
cannot be trifled with. His Word is
quick and powerful, is sharper than
any two-edged sword, and is a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.

The word “open,” from verse 13,
suggests an interesting word picture
according to one commentator. It was
used in regard to a criminal trial
where a sharp dagger would be bound
on the neck of the accused, with the
point just below his chin, so that he
could not bow his head, but had to face
the court. Here the idea is a grave
face-to-face encounter with one’s
judge.

The point is that we each must
chose carefully for “everything is open
and laid bare to the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do.” The point is
when an unbeliever comes under the
scrutiny of God’s Word, he will be
unavoidably face-to-face with the per-
fect truth about God and about him-
self. 10 — Orgeron is pastor of Park

ment of the spiritual.benefits of sal:.  Avenue Baptist Church, Nashville. ,
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¢ First
Smithville,

- L Baptist Church,
OUINS has called Mark
¢ Fred Lee Hawkins Jr,,

83, of Columbia, a retired Inter-
national Mission Board mission-
ary, Tennessee Baptist minister,
and historical researcher, died
Sept. 8 in Columbia. A native of
Rockingham, N.C., he graduated
from Carson-Newman College,
Jefferson City; Southwestern
Baptist Theolngmal Seminary,

Bass of Clinton as pastor effec-
tive Sept. 3. A graduate of Ten-
nessee Technological University,
Cookeville, and Dallas Theologi-
cal Seminary, Texas, he and his
wife Emily served as Tennessee
Baptist

Convention student
missionaries.
The Basses
also served as

Fort Worth, teaching mis-
Texas; and sijonaries 1n
Southeastern Honduras.
Baptist Theo- Mark  addi-
logical Semi- tionally has
nary, Wake served as a
Forest, N.C. BASS pas toral
He also intern at

worked as Stevens Street Baptist Church,

HAWKINS minister of Cookeville, and on the staff of a
music and church in Dallas.

religious education at Immanuel
Baptist Church, Knoxville; First
Baptist Church, Clinton; and in
churches in Texas and N.C. For
30 years, he served in Brazil as

¢ Poplar Heights Baptist
Church, Jackson, has called
Patrick McGill as pastor effec-
tive Sept. 10.

. F 4
a missionary under the South- S j- TS
ern Baptist International Mis- SRS T
sion Board, Richmond, Va. He ¢ Pine  Grove . Buptist

moved to Columbia in 1985.
Since that time he has been a
member of Northside Baptist

Church.

Church, Wildersville, will
hold revival Oect. 1-4. John

Adams, pastor, East Union Bap-
tist Church, Jackson, will speak.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Halls, will hold revival Sept. 24-

27. Jerry Drace, evangelist of
Humboldt, will speak.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Kenton, will hold revival Sept.
24-27. Brady Weldon of Martin
will speak and Robby Myrick of
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¢ James E. Ferguson III
recently resigned as pastor of
Fruitland Baptist Church, Hum-
boldt. He is available for supply,
revivals, or interim work and may
be contacted at (731) 723-9295.

THIS YOUTH TEAM of Ewtonville Baptist Church, Dunlap, served
in New Orleans, La., helping victims of last year's hurricanes. They
helped the pastor of New Salem Baptist Church, repair his house
and another family work on their house. Following them was a
team of adults from the church. Team members are, from left, first
row, Jessica Dildine; Carli Swanger; and Brittany Davenport; sec-
ond row, Jason Dildine, youth pastor; Aaron Basham, and Mayo
McGovern; third row, Brian Kearns, senior pastor; Katherine Kiper,
Joshua Key; Will Kiper; and Zak Key.

o
NEW DEACONS OF Eastanallee Baptist Church, Riceville, are,
from left, Wylie Richardson, Chad McKeehan, John Brock, and
Heath Frazier. They were ordained Aug. 27.

Pascagoula, Miss., will lead the
music. For more information,
call the church at (731) 749-
5780.

¢ Gates Baptist Church,
Gates, will celebrate 100 years
of service Oct. 22 during morn-
ing worship. Willilam H. (Bill)
Smith, former pastor, will speak,
and John Yates of Enterprise,
Ala., will lead the music. In
addition to the celebration, the
church will hold a revival Sept.
24-27. Robert Johnson will
speak, and David Fowlkes will
lead the music. For information,
call Jerrell Dawson, pastor, at
(731) 836-9887.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Livingston, will hold a revival
Oct. 1-4. Steve Pearson of the
Tennessee Baptist Convention
staff will speak. Ryan Aldridge,
interim minister of music, will
lead the music. For information,
contact, Don Cobb, pastor, at
dlcobb@fbclivingston.com.

g T . b
Srarewide
ents

€ Christian Women’s Job
Corps (CWJC) of Nashville is
the recipient of the top 2006
National Samaritan Award from
the Acton Institute. The organi-
zation, begun by the Woman’s
Missionary Union, will receive a
$10,000 grant. In addition, the
Knox County Baptist Associa-
tion’s CWJC, known as “A Hand
Up for Women” in Knoxville,
received a grant as part of 2006
National Samaritan Award
finalists. The Acton Institute is a
nonprofit, ecumenical think
tank located in Grand Rapids,
Mich.

far as the family knows.

BREAKING GROUND on Sept 10 are members of Hpck Hill Bapt:st Church Lemngfon The cl
will build a new Sunday School annex which will include a multi-use auditorium. Deacons on the
row are, from left, Danny Garner, Sammy Scotft, Bobby Maners, and Jimmy Stanfill.

MEMBERS OF THE WOMAN'’S Missionary Union of Big Hatchie Baptist Association, Co¥
stand recently with the Nyoun family from the Sudan who is living at the Tennessee Baptist Chl
Homes, Bartlett campus. The WMU members brought these four bicycles and one Iricycle 1o

ily. The gifts were donated by the churches in Big Hatchie Association. WMU members
from left, Sally Wood, Gail Yarbrough, Frances Fitzhugh, Mary Sam White, Ora Dell Smith, and
Wright. The mother and seven children escaped war in the Sudan. Mr. Nyoun is still there M

TlenneScene

¢ Humanitarian Henri
Landwirth, a Nazi concentration
camp survivor, is visiting with
children of the Tennessee Bap-
tist Children’s Homes, Brent-
wood campus, Sept. 19-20. Land-
wirth is a part of Digmity U

Wear Foundation which pgn
vides “brand new clothes fie
brand new life” to children
families in crisis. The fous
tion has provided approximg
$30,000 worth of clothing
TBCH over the past two ya

LOUISE PULLIAM of Bolivar sits on a motorcycle after ndf or
for her 85th birthday. The surprise gift was arranged by frrends n
West Shiloh Baptist Church, Stantonville, on Aug. 27. Louise's
her husband, James, are members of the church where : f
leads the music. Ray Wood, fellow member, is the driver and om
of the Harley Davidson. The Pulliams have served the chu:dq
six years traveling 42 miles each Sunday to serve it.
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HONORED FOR 10 YEARS of perfect Sunday School attende 1
are, from left, Kelsie Smith and Brittany Smith of North Fork L § .
tist Church, Shelbyville. They were honored recently by Ri i
Lamb, SS director. Kelsie and Brittany are sisters and the
ters of Troy and Cindy Smith. Kelsie is a 7th grader and B
a senior. Both girls are very involved with basketball, but no
where they are playing, they always find a church and attend
day School.




