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JASHVILLE — More than two-
ﬂ&yﬁf formerly churched adults are
‘2 to the idea of attending church reg-
-I\y' again, according to LifeWay
earch.

n the summer of 2006, the new
sarch arm of LifeWay Christian
ources conducted a survey of 469
pe,ffy churched adults to better
E_Bf. ‘___'f'_'{_""d why they stﬂpped attend-

'f"l_: %hem back. The “formerly
rched” ' are defined as those who

e b

Ve were ‘delighted to see such a
3 percentage of the formerly
_willing to consider church
~ the future,” said Scott
, associate director of LifeWay
“This was particularly sur-
cause the average formerly
adult has not attended regu-

‘Christianity

':’f;.-}-_rmerly churched indicate openness fo return, says survey

largest group, 62
percent, is not
actively looking
but is open to the
idea of attending
church regularly
again.
McConnell
noted that such
openness may
reflect a cultural

rather than gen-
uine interest, but
the fact remains
that the majority
are not closed to
the idea. “The

church attendance

Attitude towa rd Open to the idea of attending church
resuming regular

regularly but not actively looking

L e

Unlikely to consider regularly
attending any church in the
foreseeable future

Prefer to resume regularly
attending the same church

Actively looking for a different
church to regularly attend

& LifcWay

RESEARCH

10 20 30 40 50 60
Percentage of formerly churched

www. lifewayresearch.com

small portion

who are ‘unlikely to consider’ returning
[28 percent] should be encouraging
when you think about the three out of
four who are willing to give it another
try,” McConnell said.

For some, the openness to returning
is a real yearning for what they once
had at church. More than a third are
motivated to consider returning in order
“to fill a gap felt since stopping regular
church attendance” (34 percent). Despite
multiple reasons for leaving that often
include their own life changes as well as
disappointing action or inaction of the

MA on Nov. 7

f@,, 'ﬁween one man and
4 woman, T want to share
" U ﬂmﬁﬁhas been both influ-

| __%Ermges,

their unique surname, primari-
ly by just being “the Porches.”
Those pictures also tell me of a
lifestyle that reflected content-
ment with the necessities in a
marriage exceeding one-half of
a century.
James Young Barnes and
Bessie Walker
Our family story includes a
Eiﬂﬁfﬂaenhanced by Christ- chapter depicting the wedding
especially day of my mother’s parents.
Late one Sunday afternoon,

church, a number of the formerly
churched miss the benefits of attending
church.

The most common motivation of
those who would consider returning
comes straight from the soul: “to bring
me closer to God” (46 percent). Not sur-
prisingly, this desire for an improved
relationship with God is expressed pri-
marily by those who still consider them-
selves Christian.

“Many members are vulnerable to
attrition because of either a nonexistent
or immature faith,” said Brad Waggoner,

to celebrate their conversion.
James Milton Porch Sr. and

Lillian Olivia Barnes
When they married on Easter retreated from smothering
Sunday in 1935, Dad was 47 him, and he accepted hers as
years of age, and Mom 25. She the best of care. She a nurse by
had graduated from high school profession, did for him until he
and began nurses training, and died as a Christian wife who
he struggled to make the letters took “till death do us part” lov-

director of LifeWay Research. “When
individuals begin to seek out member-
ship, they should be guided through a
process whereby they are clearly taught
the gospel and then, following salvation,
grounded in strong biblical truth. Far

fewer people would drop out of church if

their spiritual foundation was deep and
strong. The church also must be sensi-
tive to this combination of a less devel-
oped but genuine desire for faith as they
approach the formerly churched about
returning.”

— See Formerly, page 3

| C leader cites positive role models for Christian marriages

lived to celebrate over half a
century of wedded life. They
were blessed by 11 children,
nine girls and two boys. All of
the children graduated from
high school, quite an accom-
plishment for a couple living in
a farming environment in Mis-
sissippi during a period extend-

caretaker, and Dad, an “T'll do
for myself man,” found a new
comfortable range of life. She

of his name. They had married a ingly and seriously. Earlier in

year following the death of his their lives, she did the couple’s
parents who had lived with him.
Following the wedding, Dad Through her witness, he made

prayving, and praying for him.

friends gathered with them ' brought Mom to a house and a public profession of faith and
before the evening worship /‘ ; two acres of land, and there she was baptized in the fellowship
service at the Barefoot Springs l( worked to make a home in the of the Pelahatchie Baptist

house at the end of Munster- Church. She would later tell
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Baptist Church for the simple
wedding. Following the ceremo-
ny, the couple attended the

"IB:

%Tn‘ww
man Street, my growing up me that this was one of the

m place. Dad personified the idea happiest moments of their

.evening service with the e T GUODS FLAN: | MAN & 1 WOMAN of a common man, and Miss Lil- marriage_
church congregation. One per- lian, my mother, had a tendency James L. Sullivan and
son in attendance later noted ing from World War I and sometime to put on as he said, Velma Scott

that following the service, Jim through the Depression. The “airs” T S R e
and Bessie walked hand in focal point of the home commu- My freshman year in college preacher/pastor and he had
hand through the woods past nity was the Barefoot Springs encompassed the last 10 never dated another girl. They
Barefoot Springs to a log cabin Baptist Church. Deacon Jim months of Dad’s life. War made homes in Mississippi,
with dirt floors that Jim had and Sister Bessie carried those injuries, work accidents, and Texas, and Tennessee. Three
built for his Bessie. I recall as a children to church. Each of high cholesterol caught up with children blessed their marriage,
child playing in their first them, at some point in their him and limited his life to bed each being allowed and encour-
home. then occupied by bushels early life, professed faith in care. I never knew how much aged to be the person God
of corn and big black diamond Christ and walked through the they loved each other until that intended him or her to become.

watermelons. This couple also baptismal waters in the springs final year. Mom, by nature a — See TBC, page 5
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Va. man loses job
due to support of
amendment

Baptist Press

TIMBERVILLE, Va. — A Vir-
ginia man says he was fired from
his job because he refused to
remove statements on his truck
supportive of a proposed consti-
tutional marriage amendment.

Luis Padilla had placed signs
on his black Dodge truck backing
Amendment 1, which will appear
on the Nov. 7 ballot and would
amend the Virginia constitution
to protect the natural definition
of marriage. According to a video
shown on WHSV-TV in Harrison-
burg, Va., Padilla had hand-
painted white lettering on his
back window reading, “Please
vote for marriage on Nov. 7.” He
also had a bumper sticker stat-
ing, “Vote Yes 4 Marriage.”

Padilla says he was fired
because of the sign. The company,
Cargill — which produces agri-
cultural products — says he was
fired because of insubordination.

According to the Daily News
Record newspaper, the company,

following complaints, told Padil-
la to remove the sign. He did, but
came back to work the next day
with the hand-painted sign back
on his truck. However, he parked
his truck outside company gates,
believing he was off the property,
the newspaper reported. The
company, though, said he was
still on its property. After he
tried covering up the sign with
cardboard, the company fired
him, the newspaper said.

“I tried to accommodate
them,” Padilla told the Daily
News Record.

The company’s attorney said
Padilla’s actions violated Car-
gill’s policies on intolerance, and
that the sign could have been
“reasonably construed as a show
of hostility and intolerance
toward homosexuals.” O

N.J. ruling shows
need for marriage
amendments

Baptist Press
TRENTON, N.J. — A long-

awaited “gay marriage” ruling by
the New Jersey Supreme Court

national news

left neither side happy Oct. 25,
but it may have given a boost to
supporters of proposed constitu-
tional marriage amendments’
nationwide. See story on page 10.
Citizens 1in eight states,
including Tennessee, will vote
on marriage amendments Nov. 7,
and supporters already are point-
ing to the New Jersey decision as
proof that constitutional protec-
tion is needed to defend marriage.
In its 4-3 decision the New
Jersey Supreme Court ordered
the state legislature to legalize
either “gay marriage” or Ver-
mont-style civil unions. Conserv-
atives are quick to note that
unlike 20 other states, New Jer-
sey had no constitutional mar-
riage amendment that would
have prevented such a decision.
The ruling adds to a growing
body of decisions that could lead
other state courts to rule simi-
larly. In 1998, Vermont’s highest
court issued a decision ordering

the legislature to grant homo- -

sexual couples the legal benefits
of marriage. (The legislature
legalized civil unions.) In 2003,
Massachusetts’ highest court
issued its landmark decision
legalizing “gay marriage.” Those

two decisions, combined wit}
one out of New Jersey ¢
impact states that don
marriage amendments, om
vatives say.

In fact, lawyers pushin
“gay marriage” in other s
already are pledging to us
New Jersey ruling in future
suits and legal briefs. The my
ty opinion said same-sex oo
must receive, “on equal termy
rights and benefits” of marri

Supporters of Wisecon
amendment, which would
hibit both “gay marriage”
civil unions, say the New Ji
ruling underscores
they've made all along,

“I think this serves as a
wake up call,” Rocco DeFilip
spokesman for the Vote Ye
Marriage campaign in Wi
sin, told Baptist Press, “...T
about the definition of mar
and it's about who gets to d
it. Is it the people of Wiseon
is it going to be a judge?”

Pro-family leaders n:
wide had become concern
recent months that consery

voters had grown complace)
lowing a string of signi|

legal marriage victories.

SBC’s second vp not saﬂsfled with obscurity of positi

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

BUENA PARK, Calif. — The
Southern Baptist Convention
expects very little from its vice
presidents — nothing, in fact —
unless the SBC president
becomes incapacitated. Tradi-
tionally, those elected each year
to the mostly honorary vp posi-
tions are seen but not heard.

But when Southern Baptists
elected Wiley Drake second vice
president in June, they should
not have expected Drake to be
quiet about it.

The irrepressible Drake — a
Los Angeles-area pastor, radio
crusader, SBC gadfly, and self-
proclaimed “champion of the lit-
tle guy” — is making the most of
his new title. And that’s causing
more than a little consternation
in the SBC’s Nashville head-
quarters.

When Drake recently created
his own makeshift letterhead
proclaiming “Southern Baptist
Convention, Office of the 2nd
Vice President”— and used it to
endorse  Republican  Dick
Mountjoy of California in his bid
for the U.S. Senate — he got a
stern warning from the SBC’s
top lawyer.

“If there has been political

~ activity using letterhead, it

should immediately cease, due
(among other reasons) to its
potential to place the convention
at the wrong end of an IRS
investigation,” wrote attorney
August Boto in an Oct. 4 letter,
alluding to laws that make polit-
ical activity by non-profit groups
like the SBC illegal.

“Looking back, I shouldn’t
have done it,” Drake told Associ-
ated Baptist Press Oct. 26. “But
no one told me what I should or
shouldn’t do.”

So Drake is asking the
convention to spell out
the responsibilities of the
SBC’s two vice presi-
dents, and he is making a
suggestion for his own
role. How about “SBC
Interfaith Ambassador?”

“I already function as
an interfaith ambassa-
dor,” Drake said by tele-
phone from his church
office at First Southern |
Baptist Church of Buena | =
Park. “I was only asking |
for it to be 'Dfﬁﬂial.” i;;;‘_

Drake burst on the | ..
Southiern Baptist scene [~
about a decade ago when
he led the charge for a
boycott of entertainment
giant the Disney Co.,
even though his church
lies almost in the shadow
of Disneyland.

His success in that initiative
initiated his steady stream of
speeches from the floor of recent
SBC conventions for this or that
cause, introducing more failed
resolutions than probably any-
one in recent SBC history.

The pesky Drake’s love for
attention irritates many South-
ern Baptists — “I'm as egotisti-
cal as the next guy,” he concedes.
But he’s a hero to others, partic-
ularly the small-church pastors
who seldom get a voice in the 16
million member denomination,
which has been led by a parade
of megachurch pastors for
almost three decades.

It was for those “little guys,”
Drake said, that he agreed to be
nominated to the previously
obscure role of second vice pres-
ident, which is almost an after-
thought in the SBC’s power
structure.

Drake said he has ceased
using his makesghift SBC letter-

WILEY DRAKE, second vice president
of the Southern Baptist Convention,
broadcasts his daily radio show from his
cell phone in Buena Park, Calif.

head. But he has added the title
of “2nd Vice President” to his
church letterhead — and he will
keep using it, whether or not
SBC officials like it. “If they

~have a problem with that,

they’re going to have to sue me.”

SBC attorney August Boto, in
a letter Oct. 4, instructed Drake
not to use his title in correspon-
dence, and he suggested Drake
drop his quest for a job descrip-
tion too.

Two days later, Drake wrote
an open letter to all Southern
Baptists urging them to define
the role of the vice presidents.

“So without any job descrip-
tion ta direct me, I’'m left with no
option but to create one on my
own,” he wrote.

“The second vice president
should be a servant role to the
convention, not an honorary
title. He should be a prayer war-
rior for convention causes, and
the most faithful advocate of our
missionaries. He should encour-
age pastors and reach souls. He

should lead his church beft
tries to lead the conventior
the hungry before he fee
ego, and listen befor
speaks.”

Most Baptists haven't
the letter, however. B
Press, the SBC’s news anc
lic-relations service, sai
it would not publish it.:

Drake said that w
takes his job as second vice |
ident seriously, the SBC I
tive Committee does not. F
told in September that th
not have money to pa
expenses to come to thei
tember meeting.

“If the Southern Baptis

vention can’t afford to se 3

to the Executive Comy
meeting, something 18 W
he said.

His only official duty
succeed the first vice pre
and president if both ar
pacitated, he said, but “he
take over if I don’t know
going on? That's why I t
need to be at the meeting

The unspoken messag
SBC leaders was clear, h
“ You don’t need to kno'
thing, because the pre
doesn’t need to know an
because the president doe
anything either. We |
everything.’”

While some SBC 1
may be counting the day
his term of office exp
June 2007, Drake has nt
them.

“I'm absolutely going
nominated for vice pm
again next year,” he told.

And if and when SBC
dent Frank Page comple
traditional second o1
term in 2008, Drake
“then I'm going to be nop
for president.” 0 |
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:RE_NTWOOD —  “My
e ig Tara. What’s yours?”
fter being greeted for
ths by a handsome young
" at the door of Kairos, the
sday night worship service
oung adults at Brentwood
tist Church here, Tara
‘adden decided in 2005 she
led to introduce herself.
'he learned the greeter’s
e was Paul Owens.
‘hey continued to see one
;her on Tuesday nights
Sundays in the Single
1s class. They rode togeth-
5 lunch with friends after
ch on Jan. 15, 2006, and
an datmg soon after. They
ime engaged on April 29
| are making plans for a
Idmg to be held May 19,
[
Vhlle an engagement and
' machmg marnage iS com-
1 for young adults their
'Tara and Paul have met
 overcome more challenges
| 3 most to reach this fulfill-
time in their lives.
r:hanges everything
L 16, “Paul was an out-
yding baseball player who
iﬂ_13l'-.h in his'high school

he wreck happened along
8 untry ' road in April 1994
,n' Killeen, Texas, just before
fl I's 17th birthday. He was
ing into the sun and never
| the car that broadsided

[e spent the next six
iths in a coma as a result of
sive head injuries. One
jor told his parents he

{5

I""§ ontinued from page 1

[ uﬂdmg relationships in a

0 iﬁlﬂan community is anoth-

e ;Tnng motivator to return to

“§ 'ch. Thirty-two percent of

i“ € surveyed want to “be

8 nd those with similar val-

'§ and 31 percent would con-

“Jr returning “to make

§2ds” A similar number

ld return “to make a differ-

4 /help others” (30 percent) in

i © community.

“Y oo often churches wait for
le to be smntually mature
1gage them in service when

= § ¥ projects or tasks are ideal

P"8 ¥ or re-entry points for peo-

on their faith journey,”

onnell said.
e Faggnner reflecting on steps
1 Hnngmg back  the

Eﬁ turuhed ‘said, “One of the
1y hihht:al ~metaphors of

o3/ B&R / Nov. 1, 2006

:Igg Life’s Challenges
- Obstacles teach perseverunce to engaged couple

would never recover. They
demanded another doctor.
After regaining consciousness
he spent two more months in
the hospital and months after
that in therapy.

As Paul recovered, he
learned he could never play
baseball again. Returning to
school, he discovered learning
no longer came easily. Due to
the time he had been hospital-
ized, he was a year behind his
class in high school. When his
class graduated Paul faced the
challenge of making new
friends. A hole drilled into his
head to relieve potential pres-
sure left him with a speech
impediment.

After graduating from high
school, Tarrant County Junior
College, and attending Texas
Wesleyan University, Paul
accepted the offer of a job in
January 2000 from his sister
and brother-in-law to move to
Franklin and become pay-
ments processor at Source One
Automotive.

Despite his fears of moving
so far from home, Paul made
the move, found a church home

-and leadership roles at Brent-

wood Baptist, and was bap-
tized there in 2005. He enjoys
his work and has purchased a
home in Franklin. “I've had a
lot of help from the Lord and
His strength. To do it on my
own was impossible,” he said.

Born with CP -
Tara was born almost three

- months early by emergency C-

section in January 1977,
weighing only a bit more than
three pounds. When she began
trying to crawl, her parents
noticed something wasn’t
quite right and took her to a
doctor who diagnosed her with
cerebral palsy.

“Basically it’s a lack of oxy-
gen during your birth that

church leadership is that of the
shepherd. Throughout Scrip-
ture we see that the shepherd
was to protect, guide, and care
for the flock and to go after
those who have strayed from
the fold. These findings indicate
that churches should seek out
those who have lapsed as well
as take steps to reduce further
departures by meeting mem-
bers’ needs for a welcoming and
spiritually fulfilling church
environment.”

Prompting the formerly

. churched to visit a church

with an eye toward attending
regularly requires some work,
Waggoner said. Most of these
individuals had multiple rea-
sons for leaving, thus the
work of the Holy Spirit along
with the efforts of church
members, friends, and family

Tennessee

PAUL OWENS and Tara McFadden overcame challenges in their
lives and now anticipate their wedding on May 19, 2007. Also pic-
tured is Casper, Tara’s dog.

causes it. It just affected the
part of my brain that controls
the muscles of my legs,” she
said. “I've been around people
who have this condition much
worse than me. 'm very lucky
and I know that. I have no
complaints. It’s all Ive ever
known.”

Growing up in a Christian
family that nurtured and
encouraged her, Tara “can only
remember a very few times
when somebody made me feel
bad about myself. I don’t real-
ly feel different.”

Driving became a major
challenge for Tara. As a cum
laude graduate of Houston
Baptist  University, she
became frustrated when she
couldn’t master driver’s educa-
tion. She finally attended a
driving school for persons with
disabilities.

With a college degree, a dri-
ver’s license, a love for music,
and a need for independence,
Tara moved to Nashville in the
summer of 2001.

members is needed to light a
fire under them, Waggoner
said,

Some of the statements of
those surveyed were very sub-
jective related to why and
when they would return to
church. More than half would
be inspired to regularly attend
church “if I simply felt it was
time to return to church” (58
percent) and nearly a third
said “if I felt God was calling
me to visit a church” (31 per-
cent). :

“Clearly we can encourage
Christians to pray that the
unchurched would sense God
calling them back, but God
works through His people,”
McConnell said. “The survey
showed that many would
respond to an invitation from a
friend or acquaintance [41 per-

“It was a terrifying feeling
like I was alone 1n the world.
even though I knew God was
with me,” she said. “I still had
to reaffirm that to myself all
the time.”

Tara now works as copy-
right administrator with Inte-
grated Copyright Group of
Nashville, attends Brentwood
Baptist, and enjoys a wide cir-
cle of friends.

Growing relationship

Paul acknowledges Tara’s
looks initially attracted him to
her.

Tara, who had decided she
“was not going to church to
find a man,” remembers being
intrigued by what she had
heard of Paul’s story of
rebuilding his life after the
accident.

After riding with him to
that Sunday lunch, they went
in separate cars one snowy
night to Starbucks. “He literal-
ly ran to the door to open it for
me. He started pursuing me
the old-fashioned way. I had

merly unchurched indicate openness to return, ...

cent], their children [25 per-
cent], or an adult family mem-
ber [25 percent].”

The issue of affinity also sur-
faced in the responses. Thirty-
five percent indicated that they
would be inspired to attend
church “if I knew there were
people like me there.”

“Affinity will never happen
at a significant level without
the church fostering a culture
of concern, fellowship. and
involvement,” Waggoner said.
“The openness of the majority
of the formerly churched to
rejoin the flock is reason
enough for the church to seek
them out. That means having
an effective outreach strategy
for identifying, praying for, and
contacting formerly churched
adults to shepherd them back
to the fold.” O

features

never had that before,” she
said.

“I remember saying in one
of our first conversations, ‘If
you are looking to meet and
marry 1n six months I am not
the girl for you,” ” Tara contin-
ued. “He didn’t take ‘no’ for an
answer. At the same time he
seemed so genuine and that’s
what made me finally give in.”

Tara and Paul believe the
challenges they have faced
have given them a common life
perspective.

“l sometimes felt like I
didn’t fit with my age group,”
Tara said. “I was seeing life in
a different way because of my
experiences. I knew he must
be seeing something very sim-
ilar because of what he went
through.

“You never know when you
meet somebody what they
have gone through in their
life,” she said. “What you see
on the outside is not always
what matters.”

Live in gratitude

To others facing challenges,
Paul urges, “Get involved in
church and be around other
Christians. Do good. I
shouldnt be walking or talk-
ing, but I'm here.. It's all
thanks to God.”

“There’s always somebody

worse off than you,” Tara said. °

“'m thankful I ean walk. I'm
thankful I can talk.”

As they anticipate their
marriage, Paul and Tara want
a relationship that lasts.

“I want to be one of the cou-
ples at church who has a 50th
anniversary, said Tara.

As for the place of God in
their home, Paul emphasized,
“We want to rely on His
strength.”

Added Tara: “When we
have pitfalls we don’t want to

quit.” O

| I

1 Chorale concert
' moved fo |

Humboldt

. Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The |
' Tennessee Men’s Chorale
' concert scheduled to take
place Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. at

- First Baptist Church, Hun-

' tingdon, has been moved to

- Humboldt, according fto

- Paul Clark, chorale direc-
. tor.

The concert will be held
on the same day and time
at First Baptist Church,
3400 Mitchell Street, Hum-
boldt, 38343. O
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After prayer, decision to give fo CP

Church opens doors to Presbyl'erum church,

By Marcia Knox
Baptist and Reflector

EAST RIDGE — Mission
Oaks Baptist Church located
near Chattanooga recently
opened 1ts doors to Zion Kore-
an Presbyterian Church, East
Ridge, which needed a place to
worship, according to Mission
Oaks pastor Dwight. E. Mill-
saps.

“God continues to bless and
encourage us as we can now
grow together on the same
campus,” said Millsaps. The
Korean church, which has
around 70 members, needed a
facility to meet in. They also
needed a Sunday School pro-
gram and “asked us to teach
their children and young peo-
ple,” he explained. The request
added an additional 19 chil-
dren in the Sunday School pro-
gram of Mission Oaks.

Mission Oaks is growing in
other ways. As of Oct. 12, the
church now has 13 members
"~ with two people being baptized
recently and one person to be
baptized soon.

About a year ago the church
only had seven members. Mill-
saps was elected pastor in May
2005. Prior to that the church

+ eonard Markham knows

-_,_i_’-;;j;;jjj;i}j;arson-N ewman by | he Al
- Sitting in chapel as a C-N freshman in 1966, he felt the spirit (}f the

also was a seminary extension
center of Covington Theologi-
cal Seminary, Rossville, Ga.
Millsaps credits the Baptist
church’s refocus to God’s
encouragement through Henry
Blackaby’s book, Spiritual
Leadership. “During this time
God told me to just follow
Him,” Millsaps noted. “That
was the theme of the book,
and God made it clear and evi-
dent to me. I -set out to not
give up, and I couldn’t give

n

up.

The Mission Oaks pastor
contacted his “godparents,”
spiritual mentors Don and
Lucille Lofty of Westwood Bap-
tist Church, Cleveland. They
came and visited the church in
March 2006. The Loftys
observed that the church’s
facilities needed repair, but
they also recommended that
prayer was needed.

East Ridge church members
and the Loftys began meeting
on Thursday nights to pray for
the church. The church’s
Wednesday night prayer meet-
ings continued as usual.

Besides the sanctuary
building which seats almost
600, the church has an educa-
tional building. It was espe-

e
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'DWIGHT MILLSAPS, right, pastor, Mission Oaks Baptist Church,

East Ridge, Chattanooga, stands with Daewang Kim, pastor of the
Zion Korean Presbyterian Church, which meets at Mission Oaks.
The two churches are helping each other in many ways.

cially in need of repairs includ-
ing plumbing and air condi-
tioning work, because it had
not been used in years.

The church began to pray
for a construction team. God
“did not send a mission
team, but a whole new
church, Zion Church,” report-
ed Millsaps.

The Presbyterian Church
was sharing a church facility
with another church in East
Ridge, but needed a new place
of worship due to schedule
constraints. The Korean pas-
tor contacted Millsaps in

August 2006 about sharing

the Mission Oaks building.

Both churches met and
prayed about the opportunity
and felt in agreement. Then
Zion Church furnished most of
the labor and money to repair
the building. 4

Millsaps credits a decision
to tithe to the Cooperative Pro-
gram and the Hamilton Coun-
ty Baptist Association, Chat-
tanooga, as a turning point for
the Baptist church.

The decision was made
before the Korean pastor con-

. tacted him. It was made by

Mission Oaks at the sugges-
tion of Phil Taylor, director of

I "'
. .
is blesse

missions, Bradley County
tist Association, Cleye
during a revival at the ¢
he led.

Millsaps believes M
Oaks has seen a retw
their gifts to the Coope
Program though the gift
to be made sacrif
because of the small size
congregation. The retur
come through God's m
ous gift of blessing
explained.

“Every cent that we
ed with the Cooperativ
gram and the local assoc
has been returned throu |
... repair of the rear bui
Millsaps noted.

Another good thing
has happened to the }
and Presbyterian churt
that they have agreec
combined worship s
every fifth Sunday, |
which the pastors will
nate speaking with the
an interpreter. The firs
service will be Nov. 4.

“I see our church’s pi
as an answer to prayer,
Millsaps. “The Lord tol |
give, and God is faithi
are going to keep on
what He tells us to do.”

Lord move across the sanctuary and lift his burdened soul. The
experience rekindled his faith and confirmed his call to the pastor-
ate. An opportunity that he could not turn down led him to a small =
church while he completed his undergraduate education at a school
in Kentucky. But ask him, and the pastor of Fairfield Glade First
Baptist Church will tell you that Carson-Newman is his alma mater.

“The emphasis that Carson-Newman College gives to missions Is
unparalleled. I have seen it as a pastor who has gone on many mis-
sions trips. I've seen the life-changing effect it has had during two
trips to Venezuela, as well as in Chile, Japan and in six countries in
West Africa. In every one of them I met Carson-Newman gradu- S
ates who were sowing gospel seeds through medical work, semi- e
nary teaching and service to humanity. They are imng what itmeans

to be a Chnsnan m &he ﬁnest sense of the wm:d ®

CARSON
NEWMAN

o hoaalic N S (RN o

\

o request a copy of Carson-Newman 3600 and see how your parim
with our Christian mission impacts the world, contact C-N's (

Relations Office at 865-471-3218 ar email klawsono
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By Frank Page

[n recent weeks I have been
weling across our country,
:aking in seminaries, col-
es, churches, and trustee
et:mgs

I ha;ve pointed to what I call
:'three “Rs” which are des-
1 ately needed for the future
‘the Southern Baptist Con-
ation. Those Rs are right-
35, revival, and relevancy.
yile we thank God for the
nderful men and women
o fought for many years to
‘@ urn our convention to a
' ong affirmation of the
4l \rrancy of the Word of God, I
l é";llénge our convention to
@ lize that rightness alone
il ‘ll not bring about church
3l | |

—Contlnued from page 1

"I Thelr daughter Lynn, my
§ 5t wife, only later in her life
Jﬁnw.lg*er parents protect-
the children from the daily
' es directed upon a Bap-
' de ngmanatmnal leader:
ullivans, Jimmy and
ima Bore witness to their
>votion'to each other. They
'to know each other’s

| st and concern for the
auine welfare of each other.
‘a son-in-law, I saw for over
5 a couple who really
ach other and enjoyed
ach other.

.M. Porch Jr. and
ha Lynn Sullivan

} '_3 each ﬂthers uniqueness
‘al‘tfer to become one. Voca-
I - governed much of our
?& as each of us never
ﬁw_ed the other to just have
“.‘AS I recall, we lifted

aning and yet blessed each
1 ﬂemgmns sometimes
{ _ ,_ ﬂl&y were a bit short of

m helie?ed and bore wit-
__ﬁn equality in marriage.
T personalities demanded
h a mlat:onsmp Yet in a
- ,”’i el fashmn to mutual
i ipec intentionally

b We
grace into our

1, 2006

transformation and revitaliza-
tion of our convention. With
equal passion, we must seek a
revival from God and also, rel-
evancy for this world and for
future generations.

One of the areas that des-
perately needs to be under-
stood in regards to relevancy is
our methodology of dealing
with our world. I believe God’s
Word is abidingly relevant. I
believe His

ing this is that we have no verb
for “truth” in English, while
the Greek does. The basic con-
cept 1s that our manner of life
1s to be sincere and true, think-
ing truly, speaking truly, deal-
ing truly — and all in a spirit
of genuine, agape love, without
diversions to divide our alle-
glance, without hypocrisy to
deny our witness, without divi-
sions to hinder our purpose in

editorial / opinion

outhern Baphst Convention needs the three ‘Rs’

They must see the legitimacy
of the cause.

Let us join together in
speaking God’s truth. But let
us speak it in love. Speaking
truth without love leads to a
coldhearted legalism which
drives people away from
Christ. Speaking love without
truth leads to a shallow liber-

alism that leaves people bereft
of direction.

Let us be an

Word helps us to ‘ authentic, rele-
know how to Let us be an authentic, relevant people who vant people who
relate to our : : share the good
worid share the good news of Christ without compro- news: of " Cheist
One  great mising the truth. without compro-
passage j;hat , mising  truth.
gives us direc- However, let us

tion is Ephesians 4:15. In this
great passage, Paul, under the
leadership of God’s Holy Spirit,
tells us that we need to speak
the truth in love. This is a very
interesting passage. It is a dif-
ficult passage to translate —
literally, it means “truthing in
love.” The problem in translat-

covenant, the essential ingre-
dient for intimacy. We lived
hoping our children under-
stood our closeness. Following
their mother’s death, I have
discovered they understood
the quality of our relationship
better than we even knew our-
selves.

We pursued joint decisions
in our marriage. One though,
ultimately tested our maturi-
ty. By October 1999, Lynn’s
cancer had exhausted her both
physically and emotionally.
Still her gracious spirit and
resilient will prevailed as she
struggled to live out the course
of her God-given life. Ulti-
mately, she asked me to honor
her decision, her choice the
answer to her prayer to turn
loose of days of tortuous pain
for the joys and healing of
Heaven. I loved her enough to
honor that decision. In her
death, I entered the lostness
that would only begin to
change through being joined to
another strong and very alive
lady:.

Kelly’s parents

Kelly an only child,
responded to the maladies of
age and illness and provided
extended loving care to her
parents. I know them only
through her life and therefore,
this couple of the Cumberland
Plateau assuredly bequeathed
to their only daughter genuine
life values accentuated by a
healthy work ethic.

James M. Porch Jr. and

Kelly Louise Thompson

The old adage “like father,
like son” kicked in again on
December 15, 2001 as Kelly
and I, in the presence of imme-
diate family and the extended

Him. Truthing in love is what
we are called to do. The need
could not be greater!

Our world desperately
needs to see authenticity and
relevancy. Baby boomers,
busters, and bridgers are nei-
ther denominationally nor
institutionally loyal by nature.

_pC leader cites positive role models for

TBC family, pledged our lives
to each other. Our age differ-
ence greatly resembled that of
my parents and her parents.
Relationships often begin with
the assistance of well-meaning
folks. Paul Durham’s urgency
that I call Kelly and ask “could
I call you sometime” started
our courtship. He and Nadene
met and wed as teens and
shared 50 years as husband
and wife. Their longevity con-
tinues to encourage us and
assuredly bears an example to
marriage for their four boys.
Even as our relationship con-
tinued, I prayed and struggled
with the age difference. A dear
friend, Dr. J. Ralph Mclntyre,
sensing my wonder posed a
reasonable choice, “James, you
must decide whether you want
to smell liniment or perfume.”
This no-choice matter
enhanced my growing love and
belief of a new beginning with
a beautiful lady.

Kelly and I laugh a lot. Our
menagerie of four dogs and
two cats offer numerous occa-
sions of amusement, as well as
other things. More and more
we savor each hour at
Rehoboth, our home-place, an
abode of 5 acres always iIn
need of improvement or repair.
Each of us brought a combina-
tion of differences and similar-
ities to the marriage. She
began life as I prepared for
final exams my senior year in
college. Each grew up in a
home environment dominated
by care for life needs that
rarely surrendered to mere
satisfaction of wants.

I'm prone to over analyze
an event, issue, or even a rela-
tionship while she accepts the

make sure that everything we
do, say, and share is done with
such authentic love that people
cannot help but sense the love of
Christ in our lives and message.
[0 — Page is president of the
Southern Baptist Convention and
pastor of First Baptist Church,
Taylors, S.C.

Christian ...

same at face value and savors
the situation. I expect meat at
each meal, but I married a
highly possible vegetarian.

Each of us teaches a senior
adult Sunday School class at
Radnor Baptist Church. Sat-
urday nights often spark theo-
logical debates characterized
by candor and the affirmation
of marital recognition of the
priesthood of the believers.

Now, nearly five years into
our marriage, each still dis-
covers the other’s quirks, ide-
ologies, as well as big bless-
ings in an active marriage. 'm
thankful for a wife who allows
me to be me. She knows I
honor her God-given right to
be just herself. Such respect
affords us a daily foundation
to grow in oneness, cognizant
that the real blending of a
man and a woman comes
through the presence of the
Living Christ.

We welcome our years
ahead to experiencing growing
closeness while focusing on
God’s expectation that becom-
ing one is a process meriting
intentional effort, always in
His abiding presence. Mimi,
her grandchildren’s name for
her, and I met in a surprise
moment. Such a beginning
sensitizes us to expect good
surprises ahead.

All of this has been a sam-
pling of the windows into my
life that offer testimony to one
conclusion — God intends for
one man and one woman to be
wedded! That’s all I've got to
say. Actually, more important
— that’s what God said.

Please vote yes for the Ten-
nessee Marriage Amendment
on Nov. 7.0

reflections %

ol :

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

Veote ‘yes’

on Nov. 7

Next week (Nov. 7) voters
across Tennessee will head to
the polls to vote for candidates
of their choice. Voters also will
have an opportunity to change
the state constitution to define
marriage as the union between
one man and one woman.

It is my prayer that voters
will take this issue seriously
and will vote yes on “Constitu-
tion Amendment #1.”

As the election draws nearer
I am becoming increasingly
aware that not all Christians
are in favor of this amendment.

I received an e-mail last week
from a Baptist who is adamant
mn his opposition to the amend-
ment. Lack of space in this issue
prohibited letters this week, so |
refer to his letter in this column.

He contends that state gov-
ernment has no right to regu-
late religious marriages and
that the church has no right in
“messing with civil marriage.”

The writer also argues that it
is “discrimination” to not allow
a man to marry a man or a
woman to marry a woman.

First, let’s be perfectly clear.
The church is not defining any-
thing. The “church” has no vote
in this election. People vote.

Christians, however, can
have a major impact on this
vote and they should. Do they
have a “right” to do so? Of
course. As voters they are enti-
tled to vote their convictions. As
Christian voters, they not only
have the right to do so, they
have a responsibility to do so.

And to clarify further, this is
not a Christian versus non-
Christian issue. There will be
many people who vote for this
amendment who never attend
chureh or claim to be Christians.
On the other hand, it is evident
there will be Christians who
vote against the amendment.

The issue is simply this.
Without even getting into the
homosexuality or discrimina-
tion debates, God intended mar-
riage to be a union between one
man and one woman. Scripture
is clear and adamant on this
issue (just as it is on homosexu-
ality). How can Christians vote
for anything contrary to God’s
will and His law?

It is so sad that we live in a
day when this even has to come
to a vote. That in itself has
shown how far our nation has
drifted from God.

At least in our state, Chris-
tians can have a voice in estab-
lishing a legal marriage as the
the union between one man and
one woman. Please vote. We
cannot afford to “drop the ball”
on this issue. God will be our
ultimate judge. O




“hurch Health't

atters

"Building healthy churches empowered by the presence of God."

Y Church Fellowship Is
atters

e More Than Potluck f

your church discover what it means to practice

fellowship as Christ intended for His body of believers. By Bruce Edwards

o _ As I think of the church kid! He had a bag and pulled some"

For Fellowship ideas and resources, contact the following b ok hellbwalios L arh oy food out of it. He said. “I'm { m
members of your state missionary staff. reminded of a story. | - ; Southern Baptist, and I broughta
A second grade teacher gave ; chicken casserole.” E

We laugh at this story, but this

W

an assignment to her class for the

Childhood

B oS om B o

students to bring an item from misconception is out there. When_

3
. 2
;ﬂ;:;;::::::eschool """""""""""" 1613)3/1a2082 home thar represented their é we think abomt fellowship, we t r A
Childhaad M o B iy (615) 371-7919 religious background. She wanted § j of an event which usually includi 1‘ .'. i%
Vieki Hiflsey, Chil dhaod MiniSery b (615) 371-2081 to teach the kids about the diversity 2 o food, because we are Baprists.
in the world about worshipping = | of fellowship as just an event is to mi§ B
z . .

Youth God. £ the true nature of what fellowship reall §=
Bruce Edwards, Youth Ministry ceresenenen (615) 371-2094 At the class show and tell _'LH Is. r
Kent Shingleton, Youth Evangelism ...... (615) 371-2077 time, they began to share what ;vs In the New Testament, there aredl B¢
Nancy Hamilton, their particular item meant to :T " least three different Greek words that a !

Youth Camp/Retreat .........cocu...... (615) 371-2085 their faith. A Catholic child » translated fellowship in English. The wa

brought some rosary beads and used most often, a word which many

Adult shared with the class how they ‘ Christians are familiar, is koinonia. The

Mark Miller, - used the beads in prayer. There _*' word koinonia means sharing in comm
State Sunday School Director ........ (615) 371-2048 was a Native American child } joint participation, and even communio lf
who brought a dreamcatcher. It is derived from another Greek word, 3 B:
Famﬂy He rtold the class how to place koinos, which at its root means commaot E

Tony Rankin, Family Ministry ............. (615) 371-8136 dreamcatchers above their The body of Christ in each loca
head to capture their church needs to fellowship and “to shs o

: / dreams that they had in those things they have in common: Jesu
Younre cvited. the night. The It is amazing how much time we schedulé 81

Tuesday, Nov. 14th dreamcatcher would filter for worship, Bible study, committee

What: FREE Barbecue Dinner and Celebration of Churches atit-thebad oneeandhald g
Where: West Foyer, Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova +
Who: Tennessee Baptist Convention Annual Meeting

meetings, and how little we allow for

only the good dreams in fellowship and relationship building.

'Messengers their memory. A Jewish Improving the fellowship in you
When: Barbecue Dinner 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. child brought a candle and church will take time, skill, and pari "

Celebration of Churches Displays from over 30 how it was used to celebrate Why don’t you start right now and plan

churches 5:00 p.m. —7:00 p.m. Hanukkah. special time with your church family a8

Dessert Fellowship 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

The last child to share was a Baptist  enjoy each other?




2 te ldeas for

e Adults - How about 2 night filled with board
ﬂv‘gh :”m[lcr skatmg, and worship? Try 2 9 p.m.-6 a.m.
ﬁ aur Mght or Inotmng with danuts and coffee.

Jafyp v- S“thduleﬂspnng Saturday “Church Play Day.
o co ch members and families to meet at a local park,
ome 5 and Frisbees, organize some group games, and
me bme ts. It’s sure to be a day of fun.

or Feis tb’ip Ideas

r}:aa- rill Out - Organize a neighborhood-wide block
by invie ; folks to bring their grills to their front yards and
onversation and fun.

.'.‘[ DUIS

Sunday Nights - Instead of a “traditional” church
= ace inside during the summer months, consider
1ps of the church family such as senior adults,

to lead the entire church one :_Sftrinday night a
= s activities for the Sunday night worship time. A
show, = ncert, or watermelon _e:at-iﬁg contest could begin
relationship building time.

| Fooaw sve Scavenger Hunt - Now is the time when many
inistre encies-in your area are in need of non-perishable
good= e used in the upcoming holiday seasons. Organize
by age= mily, or neighborhoods. Each group receives several
i[l within a speciﬁc time Frame The gmup who

Ja o

Shili € -Off - This feﬂomhjp idea cnuld serve as a Sunday
afier b +h or Sunday evening event. Encourage men from
i E gmt within the church to provide chili for this event.
es £ sest, hottest, most likely to get indigestion, etc.

- Felﬂ bip Ideas

Progres = Christmas Dinner - Enlist families from your
i to it zhe appetizer, main entrée, and dessert course.
face 5= =nts to invite their friends. Play trivia games at
top ab+  that specific family and share interesting facts
fach p an in that family.

porhoow hristmas Carnival - Involve every age group and
| from= = church to host a Christmas carnival for the
unity. = aday School classes, women’s groups, Bible study
§ can - ade a booth area of some kind of children’s games

lewspar &, through e-mail, and local schools.

fts thar mter around Christmas. Publicize the carnival in

;; onmg Up!

=school/Children’s Fall Getaway, Baptist Center,
=ntwood

mnessee Men’s Chorale Concert, First Baptist Church,
aintingdon

: sssions Extravaganza, Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova
2 mnnessee Baprist Pastors Conference, Bellevue Baptist

| =urch, Cordova

3 mnessee Men's Chorale & Tennessee Ladies Chorus

. hearsal & Dinner, First Baptist Church, Collierville
i-15 snnessee Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, Bellevue
aptist Church, Cordova

iforma m see the TBC web site at www.tnbaptist.org./

8 Steps to
Become a
Family Friendly
Church

By Vicki Hulsey

1. Give high priority to preschool, children, and youth ministry in your church budget. This

includes:
* Curriculum

* Age-appropriate space and furnishings that are inviting and clean
* Resources

* Age-group staffing

. Develop appropriate ministry teams or committees.to establish policies and guidelines for

all activities involving preschoolers, children, and youth.

. Determine the most effective ways to communicate policies, guidelines, and ministry

information to parents and the total church family.

. Enlist and equip qualified volunteers to understand the needs of each age-group and to

commit to regularly plan, prepare, and teach.

. Provide attractive signage for ease in locating classrooms.
. Designate parking near appropriate entrances for expectant parents, parents of infants,

parents with more than one child, single parents, senior adults, and handicapped.

7. Involve families in wurshlp services through:

¢ Greeting

~ * Distributing worship guides
* Taking offering
* Reading Scripture

° M:Ll(ing announcements

8. Affirm and assist parents as they include preschoolers and children in corporate worship by

providing: —
. Cltx_lldrens warshqg_; bulletms .
Bl 5 :%-_ii&ﬂﬂues including a B1bht, crayuns, drawmg paper, and stickers

Guidelines for Fantastic Family Fun Nights

By Vicki Hulsey

Churches need to discover ways to reconnect families by helping them to grow closer

together and closer to God. One way to do that is by offering family-friendly events in
which family members learn, worship, serve, and laugh together.

9.

Let’s look at some guidelines for fantastic family fun nights.

. Be intentional. Decide on a purpose and stick to it.

Place dates on the church calendar. Choose the same night of the month, i.e. First
Friday, Fifth Sunday. Having a consistent time helps families avoid allowing other
activities to creep in.
Choose a theme. Choose a theme that allows families to participate together.
Theme Ideas for Family Fun Nights

Bonfire/Hayride Cookie Decorating Game Night

Indoor Picnic Tailgate Party Indoor Scavenger Hunt

Indoor Hide-and-Seek Fast Food Progressive Dinner Craft Night

Crazy Olympics Drama Night Winter Beach Party
Budget wisely. Plan activities that can be done for less than five dollars per family, or

better yet, free.
Spread the fun. Allow families to lead families by recruiting families to take the lead in

planning a Family Fun Night.
Include all families. Make room for all types of families including singles, empty nesters,

and senior adults.
Be creative. Be creative with your theme and your budget. Excellent resources are

available from LifeWay Church Resources.

Communicate, communicate, communicate. Communicate your purpose, theme, date,
and time. |

Plan a family devotional. Provide learning activities to help family members read and ralk
about God’s Word together.

10. Evaluate. Use evaluation tools with families and those responsible for planning the event.

Church Health Matters
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GuideStone*

Financial Resources
of the Southem Baptist Convention

Do well. Do right.*

10657 8/06

e ll.done. ..” i ss i

NEW

decreased medical

plan rates — up to
43% lower in
some states!

Our lower rates and expanded benefits will make your
heart flutter!

L]

Whoever heard of lower rates these days — let alone getting more while paying
less? However, since GuideStone is the second-largest denominational benefits
organization in the world, we can bring you the purchasing power and influence
to deliver just that — more benefits with decreased rates (up to 43% lower in some states).

GuideStone lets you choose the Medical, Dental, Disability, Accident, and Term
Life plans to create a benefits package that meets your needs. We're your one source
to make it streamlined, and we're your total resource to make it simple.

)

Apply for medical coverage and receive a

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE MONITOR

To discuss the life and health plans available through
GuideStone, please call 1-888-98-GUIDE (1-888-984-8433)
or visit www.GuideStone.org/insurance/fall06.

Southern Baptist ministers, church staff, seminary students and denominational employees
are eligible to apply for coverage through GuideStone. Underwriting is required.

© 2006 GuideStone Financial Resources
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Lyautgy . of the group from Tennessee fol-
f;mss o lowed his lead.
. This was one of more than
DKINA FASO, West 100 wells, almost all of them
T Aﬂ;er a- long'day of . still in use, dug by Tennessee
ng, Just the promise of Baptists in a partnership that
ving water from the old, started 25 years ago with IMB
o] ank well was missionaries to provide water to
the people of Sanwabo, Burkina
Faso in Africa. During those
_years they also built three “bar-
rages,” or dams.

Because of the partnership,
'_ 100 feet below the more than 70 churches have
came flowing out onto been built in the area surround-
round. . ing Sanwabo. This area now has
" 'tmnal Mission Board the highest population of Bap-

ry Phillip Lyons tists in all of Burkina Faso,
at the faucet and “I am encouraged by the
Hnnk and wash his progress made in previous min-
;-; by one, other members istry efforts,” said Rhonda

[

ﬁa tzst Cﬁurch in Knox-
ﬁ;mcd the wheel and
| as cuul clean water from

| ,"J._.

.'-Z

] ! .

: “erguson <
jst and Reflector

included a check for $10,000.
The award was presented dur-
ing the recent 2006 volunteer
recognition and reception for
CWJC at Forest Hills Baptist
Church, Nashville.

Knox County CWJC was also
one of the 10 national finalists
for the Samaritan Award and
Eva Pierce, executive director,

“tute an organization
& _--".Grand Rapids, Mich.,

P e
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- members aﬁﬂ guaptalrf a 1; :
van, and you're. not sure amﬂlﬁxe safety
_____ issues or your | ﬁab:imas, !et us:»aen{i you a
FF!EE GB antiﬂeti J‘S YQHR vAN SAFE?
Flequest unlme carpenterbus cuwsafety-

g Emaﬂ mfu@carpem!erMs nnm
e,

(' America’s #1 Church Bus Dealer

‘ bﬁ  1-800-370-6180 - carpenterbus.com

"

"'E

-Servmg Bus & Van Ministries Since 1972

- The Bus Center prmﬂdea not only quality equipment at

'~ afair price, but also the highest quality service possible.
Our buses and vans feature safer body construction,

~ higher passenger capacity, and greater seating comfort.

Visit www. thehuscentqr com to view our huge selection of
new and used buses. Find exactly what you are looking for
~ within our large inventory and receive a price quote online.

We look forward to helping you find the vehicle for your needs!

Lk

@ oo ouscone

-~ 3590 Manson Pike - Mur&eesbom,TN 37129
e : 615.663.2287 + « Toll Free: 800.322. 4024

A

. '\-__“

- llt

www.thebuscenter.com

Ma:,rn of First Baptist Church
in Greenbrier. “I am challenged
by what still remains to be
done.”

“The goal ... in digging wells
is that God would plant a church
on every site where a well was
dug.,” said Willie MecLaurin,
leadership specialist for the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention. “Our
assignment for Sanwabo was to
revisit the mission field to let
our brothers in Africa know that
we are still supporting them
through prayer.

“We also had a goal of provid-
ing encouragement to the pas-
tors, churches, and association
of Sanwabo and surrounding
areas.”

Reeves, who is the missions

~was in attendance representing

that organization.

“I get so excited about what
you're doing,” said Karen Woods,
director of effective compassion
initiatives for the Acton Insti-
tute, in presenting the award.

“Check writing is easy. You
write your check and go about
your business. It’s hard to take

time out and learn about other

people. It’s especially difficult in
our culture to reach out to some-
one who is different and to say
we are all created in God’s
image and you have value.”

Woods stated that Acton
focuses on privately funded
charities that serve indivaduals
in the community — especially
those that focus on building
relationships like CWJC.

In accepting the award,

Tennes

see

coordinator for her church, said
she is looking to engage the con-
gregation to work globally in
missions.

“I now have an understand-
ing and heartfelt need to make
disciples of all nations,” Reeves
said. “I saw the fruit of that from
26 years ago. | saw the challenge
of today and the hope for work
in the future for tomorrow.”

More than 15 pastors from
the Sanwabo area’s Baptist
association met with the group
to discuss the work they are con-
tinuing to do to reach their peo-
ple for Christ.

The pastors also shared the
many challenges they face, but
they- continue to labor to reach
their people and have even sent

Rebekah Sumrall, CWJC
director, stated that it would
be used to help the organiza-
tion ‘establish two satellite
sites — one in Madison and one

MIeCWwWS

igg!pg wells paved way for gospel in Burkina Faso

out a missionary to start a
church with another people
group.

“This trip gave the local pas-
tors of [the] Sanwabo area the
opportunity to hear that Ten-
nessee Baptists had not forgot-
ten them; that these Burkina
Faso Baptists were still in their
prayers; and that Tennessee
Baptists would continue to
remember them and pray for
them,” Lyons said. ‘

Reeves i1s determined to
return.

“We were there for a reason
and we all walked away know-
ing that God desires to use the
experience,” Reeves said. “We
are sharing and praying with
our churches now.” )

[JC - Middle Tennessee receives national recognition, gift

in Williamson County.

Those in attendance at the
ceremony also heard a testimo-
ny from CWJC participant
Geraldine Planter. O

TR T
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KAREN WOODS, right, director of effective compassion initiatives
of the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Society in Grand
Rapids, Mich., presented a check for $10,000 and the 2006 Samar-
itan Award to CWJC director Rebekah Sumrall, left, and board
chair Nancy Becker. — Photo by Linda Lawson

Why Tennessee Baptists Have Confidence in

UNION UNIVERSITY

UNION

UNIVERSITY

(C nion University is doing an outstanding
iob of training our students for life,

work and ministry.

In an age when higher

education is often at odds with the values
of parents and students, Union stands strong
helping students integrate faith and learning
in all che disciplines they study. We must
engage our culture with our minds, voices

and vocations and students who go there
are trained to make a difference wherever
God leads them.
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N.J. court orders
legislature to
change state law

Baptist Press

TRENTON, N.J. — In a deci-
sion that will fully please neither
side, the New Jersey Supreme
Court Oct. 25 refused to legalize
“gay marriage” but ordered the
legislature to amend state law to
give homosexual couples the
legal benefits of marriage.

Such a law, the court said,
could include either civil unions
— which are legal in Connecti-
cut and Vermont — or “gay mar-
riage.” The court gave the legis-
lature six months to change the
law.

Nevertheless, it was a major
defeat for homosexual activists,
* who were optimistic the court
would do what Massachusetts’
court did and order “gay mar-
riage” legalized. Now, they must
lobby the legislature, which is
controlled by Democrats.

The New Jersey court split 4-
3, with the three justices in the

To the best of our knowledge all
ads in the Baptist and Reflector
represent legitimate companies
and offerings. However, one
should always use caution in
responding to ads.

Evans Plant Farm

Quality HEFS  Pick Up

* . f"'<r1: : T
Poinsettias < sz a5 -
SEAE™ Delivery

for your
church SRS

Serving Middle TN

Murfreesboro
(615) 895-5990

New Lower Rates For
~ Term Life Insurance!

.| Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male)

Age $150,000  $300,000
25 $11.08 $13.39
35 $11.35 $13.91
45 $19.76  ° $30.45
55 $42.45 . $73.24
65 $103.46 $194.78

Please call The Insurance Store
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free
1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat.
Level premiums that do not increase for
the first 15 years. Written by an A+ life
insurance company. Preferred Male rates
illustrated above. Please call for other

ages and Female rates.

GCLASSIFIED -

MINISTRY — OTHER
Employment opportunity at Forest
Hills Baptist Church. A part-time
administrative assistant is needed
in the church office. Responsibili-
ties include office reception, event
management and scheduling, and
support for missions ministry. Call
the church office at (615) 373-
8074 for an application or e-mail a
resume to angie @fhbc.org.

D

Tusculum Hills Baptist Church,
Nashville, Tenn., is seeking full-
time church financial sec-
retary/accountant. Send resumes
to Personnel Committee, Tusculum
Hills Baptist Church, 4930
Nolensville Rd., Nashville, TN
37211. ;

minority arguing that “gay mar-
riage” should be legalized with
no option for civil unions. In her
final opinion before retirement,
Chief Justice Deborah T. Poritz
wrote the dissenting opinion,
which was signed by two other
justices.

New Jersey already had a
domestic partner law that gave
homosexual couples some of the
legal benefits of marriage. The
new law, though, must grant
them all the benefits. The ruling
likely is a boost to supporters of
constitutional marriage amend-
ments, particularly those that
ban both “gay marriage” and
civil unions. Eight states,
including Tennessee,
scheduled to vote on marriage
amendments Election Day.

It is the third state supreme
court this year to refuse to legal-
ize “gay marriage,” joining New
York and Washington state.
Conservatives note that all
three courts are considered lib-
eral. O

Mississi

are

NBC cuts offensive
scene from concert

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Following
pressure from Christian groups
accusing NBC of a double stan-
dard, NBC has decided to cut the
crucifixion scene from a Novem-
ber broadcast of a concert from

‘Madonna’s “Confessions” tour,
according

to the Associated
Press in an article also picked up
by Billboard magazine Oct. 20.

NBC did not say why they
decided to cut the scene, but a
spokesperson said they will use
images from other cameras
while Madonna is mounted on a
mirrored cross during the first
part of the song “Live to Tell,”
AP reported. The network only
saild in a statement that the
song has been revised for the
broadcast special.

Several Christian groups had
threatened to boycott one of the
concert’s sponsors if the cross

i Pastor to Host 3

Northeast
Cruise &
Tour

Join other Southern Baptists and your Baptist
Chaplain, Pastor Roy Meyers, visiting French
Canada, Nova Scotia, and beautiful New England.

On June 8, 2007 fly from your closest major airport and be
met by ‘your man’ at Boston’s Logan International. After one
night in Boston with an included city tour, board your 5-star
cruise ship, Holland America Line’'s ms Maasdam. Your
deluxe ship is designed to carry fewer passengers than other
ships in her class: The ms Maasdam is one of the most
spacious ships at sea with the finest service Holland is famous
for. Sail to ports in Bar Harbor, Maine (a charming old fishing
village); Halifax and Sydney in breathtaking Nova Scotia;
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island; cruise the Saguenay
Fjord; and visit the French Canadian ports, on- the St,
Lawrence River, of Quebec City and Montreal. Let the local
delicacies tempt you, different cultures spark your cuiiosity
and enjoy the cooler climate. Start your one week historical
motor coach tour visiting Montreal (with city tour); Kingston,
NY via the Adirondack and Catskill Mountains; Hyde Park
Mansions; Philadelphia (with city tour); New York City (with
city tour); and travel along the Atlantic and Connecticut coast,
through picturesque Rhode Island, back to Boston. Fly home
June 22. Prices start at only $2348 (per person, double
occupancy) including all taxes, port charges, the motor coach
tour with daily sightseeing, 7 nights in hotels, and the 7 day
deluxe cruise. Includes roundtrip airfare from Huntsville, AL;
Nashville,- Knoxville, Memphis or Chattanooga, TN. Other

airports may be higher or lower. Ask for details.

Space is

limited. Friends and family are welcome.
$100 deposits are now due!

For information, reservations, and brochure call 7 days a week:

‘YOUR MAN’ TOURS
1-800-968-7626

North America’s First Choice in Travel since 1967!

— national /

scene aired on NBC, especially
in light of the network’s decision
to censor biblical messages from
its Saturday morning broad-
casts of the popular Christian-
themed children’s cartoon “Veg-
gieTales.”

“NBC did the right thing, but -

the fact that it did not say why
the offensive part of Madonna’s
concert was cut shows cow-
ardice,” Bill Donohue. president
of the Catholic League, said in an
Oct. 19 news release. “What NBC
should have done is to admit that
since it refused to air the Danish
cartoons that Muslims objected
to earlier this year, it felt obliged
not to treat Christians in a dis-
criminatory manner.”

Don Wildmon, president of
the American Family Associa-

. GLASSIEIED |
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MINISTRY — STUDENT
Minister to students position
available. 20 hours per week to
include Sunday mornings and
evenings, Wednesday evenings.
Salary — $10,000 to $12,000.
Mail resume to Dalewood Bap-
tist Church, 1586 McGavock
Pike, Nashville, TN 37216 or e-
mail to paulwampler@bell-
south.net.

oje ofs ofs ol

First Baptist Strawberry Plains,
Tenn., is searching for a minister
of students with additional
administrative duties. Please
send resume and references to
First Baptist, PO. Box 310,
Strawberry Plains, TN 37871,
Attn: Personnel Committee.

* PR, 7 7
L R i

New Hope Baptist Church of
Dyer, Tenn., is searching for a
bivocational minister of stu-
dents. If you are interested or
know of someone who is, please
contact Pastor John Fields at
(731) 414-4566 or Chm. Joey
Hays at (731) 643-7427 or you
may send resume to New Hope
Baptist Church, 876 North Main
St., Dyer, TN 38330.
s ofs ol ol

Full-time high school minister:
First Baptist Church, Trussville,
Ala., accepting resumes for full-
time minister to ninth through
twelfth grade. Mail or e-mail
resumes to PO. Box 27,
Trussville, AL 35173 Attn: Stu-
dent Minister or john@fbc-

trussville.org.

Growing church along Ten-
nessee River seeks a full-time
minister of music/youth. Previous
experience required. Church
averages about 190 in worship.
Send resume to Pastor, FBC,
P.O. Box 67, Parsons, TN 38363.
See web site for full job descrip-
tion at www.fbcparsons.org.
IR

Seeking associate pastor & min-
ister to students. Full-time posi-
tion. Please submit resumes to
Meridian Baptist Church, Search
Committee, 6513 Chapman
Hwy., Knoxville, TN 37920, web-
master @ meridianbaptist.org.

stTarte news - -

tion, said more than
AFA supporters e-maile
asking for the crucifixio
to be deleted from the
special, and others calle
local NBC stations to om

“Those stations ¢o
NBC and the network li;
Wildmon said Oct. 19
mail to supporters. “The
gone!” O

MINISTRY — PAST
First Baptist Church of
ford, Tenn., is seeking a |
pastor. Please send resi
Pastor Search Committ
Mr. Larry Belew, 113 {
Cove, Rutherford, TN 38

o D

Gap Creek Baptist (
Arthur, Tenn., is now ac
resumes for a full-time
position. ﬁpplicants mus
biblical qualifications. GC
conservative missionary
church located in Ea:
nessee near Cumberlar
Please send resumes t
Goins, 160 Yorkshire Dr.
gate, TN 37752.

Ebenezer Baptist Chi
Knoxville, Tenn., is seet
bivocational minister of
The position requires

the music for Sunday r
and evening worship s
and Wednesday evening
meeting and an adult cht
tice. Please send rest i
Ebenezer Baptist Chureh, =S¢
tion Minister of Musie
Committee, 2200 Midway &
Knoxville, TN 37914 or «

. church office at (865) 98

for information.

LR
First Baptist Church in |
zie, Tenn., is currently ac |
resumes for a full-time 1
of music. Send resumes
attention of the Personng
mittee Chairman, Rob!
Barker, 220 Robbie
McKenzie, TN 38201.

MINISTRY — CHILDI
Indian Springs Baptist Ct
accepting resumes for
time children’s minister
part-time preschool T
Submit resumes to ISB
Hill Road, Kingsport, TN

- o %

" Harrisburg Baptist (

Tupelo, Miss., seeks f
director of childhood egdt
prefer seminary-traines
large church Sunday
and children's worship
ence. Send resumes I
Waters, 506 Lake Park
Tupelo, MS 38801.
MISCELLANEOU:
Pastor Search Committes
bers, current and recent,
take confidential online
to help SBC pastor with'
research. For usernaf
password contact info€
ernbaptistresearch.com.
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. staying fit
d any good labels lately?

Quintana

I:g trying to plan healthy meals and snacks for
 fand your family, you already have all the informa-
ou need. Since 1994, the Food and Drug
| stration has required “nutrition facts” labels to be
‘on most food packaging.
‘rst glance the label might look confusing, but it is a
ssource when trying to make healthy food choices.
Jels tell us the:
mringsize and servings per container.
;."ij:nﬁt'_}rtant to know exactly what “one servi 1S
atall other information is based on it. For example,
_ ghﬁthmk a Pre—packaged muffin would be one serv-
-t if the label lists the serving size as half a muffin,
)0 ealories per serving you'd be eating a whopping
ories if you ate a whole muffin.
atrients.
| rmun facts labels list certain key nutrients that
n effect on your health. They are separated into
“oushould limit and those you should get enough of.
:' mmericans generally get enough or too much fat, cho-
!, sugar, and sodium, you should try to limit the
£ you get in a particular food. Since we generally
f"aﬁ'"ﬂnuugh fiber, vitamin A, vitamin C, calcium, or
m should choose foods higher in these.
'mntage of daily value.
;number tells you how much of a specific nutrient
|t:fmm eating one serving. You can use the numbers
"'_":_'Le if a food has a little or a lot of the nutrients
'H&res a quick rule of thumb:
'fwd has 5 percent or less of a nutrient, 1t is low in

' tnent K it has 10 to 19 percent of it, it is a good
W of the nutrient. And, if it has 20 percent or more of
| high in the nutrient. When you choose a food that is
1 putrients you should limit (such as fat or sodium,

| ﬂﬁﬂéhealthier food choices.
' ompare similar foods.

B 13y seem complicated at first, but with a little prac-
8 ll be able to see quickly how to make good nutri-
: ’?nlﬁe&_fur yourself and your family from the nutrition
:M 1ght at your fingertips. 1 — Quintana is a graduate
-4 iaints Episcopal Hospital School of Vocational Nursing
® e director of the employee wellness program for
- "mne Financial Resources of the Southern Baptist

B — a way with words

Senior citizen
@I X Lewis

8 50 much wisdom gone for good;
: as the further the faster.

mpty space where they once stood,
drive them out to pasture.

Ings just can’t be replaced
ﬂm_ﬁer chips and youth.
le generation can’t be erased,

‘ime will tell the truth.

‘citizens are our greatest wealth
wledge they leave behind.
1't restore their physical health
2 can recycle their mind. O

right by Hugh X. Lewis. Lewis, a Baptist layman, is
.ilufﬂate of Christian country music in Tennessee. He

ten more than 250 songs and is featured daily on
suthern Gospel radio stations throughout the country.
Available to speak to church and senior adult groups.
're information, call (615) 883-0086.

Live in relationshi

By Craig Christina

Focal Passage: Isaiah 1:2-4,
10-20

As human beings, we are all
rebels. It begins at the age of two
years old and continues throughout
life. At two, we begin to assert our
independence by dissociating our-
selves from our parents. We learn
that we have a will. We comprehend
that we can say, “No.”

We also begin to understand that
rules are made to be broken. When
mommy says, “Don’t eat the cookies,”
we can still pull the chair over to the
counter and eat as many cookies as
our tummies will hold so long as
mommy doesn’t catch us. So the goal
in life naturally devolves into doing
what I want to do even if that means
breaking the rules.

This same concept applies to our
relationship with God. God loves us
and wants to have an eternal love
relationship with Him. Yet, we can
(and do) tell Him, “No.” We don’t want
to follow His rules. We would rather
do our own thing. That is rebellion.

As God confronts the rebellion of
the people of Judah, He reveals to us
three ways to restore our broken
relationship with Him.

Recognize the predicament
(vv. 2-4). God uses a very simple
analogy to illustrate a very serious
principle: everyone has a master.
“The ox knows its owner and the
donkey its master’s feeding trough,
[but] Israel does not know” (v. 3).
Whether or not we want a master is

not the issue. Being our own master _
- doesn’t really matter.

We are the created, not the
Creator. We are here to serve God’s
purposes at God’s pleasure. The
Lord has given us life, and He can
take it away at any moment. So we

- must recognize the predicament

caused by our rebellion.

We have “rebelled against [God]”
(v. 2), “abandoned the Lord” (v. 4),
and “despised the Holy One” (v. 4).
Restoring our broken relationship
with God is more than walking an
aisle, being dunked in water, or pray-
ing a half-hearted prayer. We must
first understand that we have hurt
the Master who desires to lavish His
love on us.

Restore the passion (vv. 10-
15). God was sick and tired of
watching His people go through the
motions of worship. It didn’t matter
how many animals they slaughtered
on the altar or hymns they sung, the
people were not repentant. They
were not turning away from their
sin and allowing God to use them to
reach the nations. They were
focused on repetition instead of rela-
tionship.

Have you ever heard the expres-
sion, “That church is deader than a
door nail?” They are usually talking
about their worship. The type of
song is not the issue. The heart of
worship relates to the way the song
1s sung. Do we offer passionate
praise or petrified piety? Too many
worship services resemble funeral
services. Who died? 1 thought we
were gathering to celebrate that
Jesus is alive!

Whether you sing hymns or

praise choruses, sing passionately to

Exercise confidence

By Bob Orgeron

Focal Passage: Hebrews 10:29-39

In the opening of the commentary
for this week’s lesson Kendal Easley
writes, “just over 489 years ago this
Oct. 31, 1517, an unknown teacher of
theology acted boldly because of the
confidence he had reached in his
relationship with Christ.”

This week the Bible student is
called upon to “Exercise Confidence.”
Each of us like Peter, John, and
Luther have working in and through
us that One who was working in
them. I pray that we as they will
confidently reveal to others that “...
we have been with Jesus.”

Boldness in Christ (vv. 19-25).
The first division of our study
asserts the believer’s confidence
and how the believers came to pos-
sess it. We are able to confidently

approach God into the inner most

holy place. As one reads verses 19
through 21 one is confronted with
the position of the believer, the con-
fidence of the believer, as well as a
rational for such confidence and
position.

Verse 22 exhorts “Let us, draw
near to God. Let us pray with a sin-
cere heart, with a full assurance of
faith, having a heart sprinkled
clean, having a guilt free conscience,
having our bodies washed with pure
water.” Since we have open access to
the most holy place “let us continue
to enter into His presence with a
right heart,” on a daily basis.

Verse 23, says “Let us hold unwa-
veringly to the hope we profess for
He who promised is faithful.

Punishment for sin (vv. 26-31).
This second section is the third
warning passage in the epistle to the
Hebrews. The writer is warning his
readers regarding “sin.” He is either
warning believers about the danger
of missed blessings and missed heav-
enly rewards, or he is challenging
those who do not yet know Christ to
trust Him before it is too late.

There are important observations
in this passage.

Verses 28 and 29 present a hypo-
thetical comparison: Anyone who
rejected the Law of Moses dies with-
out mercy based
on the testimony
of two or three
witnesses. The
question is asked
in verse 29 in con-
trast, How much
more severely do
you think a man
deserves to be
punished who has:
(1) trampled the
Son of God under foot, (2) treated as
an unholy thing the blood of the
covenant that sanctified him, and (3)
insulted the Spirit of grace? This is
indeed a severe sin with severe con-
sequences.

Notice the end of verse 29,
“insulted the Spirit of grace.” If the
first two parts of this verse where
not bad enough one commentary
suggested that this phrase adds
“blasphemy of the Holy Spirit,” to
the charge. sesus Himself said in
Matthew 12:31-32, that this sin
would not be forgiven in this age or
in eternity.

ORGERON

Bible teaching

p, not rebellion

Sunday School Lesson
Bible Studies for Life
Nov. 5

God. Give offerings joyfully with
glad and sincere hearts. Come to
church to serve and encourage
rather than to be served and to dis-
courage. Restore your passion, and
God will refresh your relationship
with Him.

Renew the person (vv. 16-20),
To be forgiven for our rebellion and
live in a right relationship with God,
we must be purified. God wanted
the people of
Judah to repent.
Instead, they
were pretending
to honor God
while continuing
to live in sin.

The only way
to be renewed is

to turn away from CHHISTINA

our sin and turn to

‘Jesus Christ as Lord. Believe He

died on the cross in your place for
your sin, and that He rose the third
day and is alive. Ask Jesus to be your
Master by giving Him control of your
life, your family, your finances, your
all.

We all rebel. But we are not given
life primarily to follow the rules. We
are given abundant life when we live
in a right relationship with our
Master. Then, we will want to obey
Him and follow Him because we love
Him. @ — Christina is pastor of First
Baptist Church, Jackson

Sunda y School Lesson
Explore the Bible
Nov. 5

In verse 30 we read that, “God
will avenge this sin in His time.”
The writer ends the section on a
somber note. “It is a dreadful thing
to fall into the hands of the living
God.”

Confidence from the past (vv.
32-39). In this final section, the
writer outlines the mistreatment the
believers had endured up until this
point. We know from Hebrews 12:4,
that none of their number had suf-
fered martyrdom up to this point.
However the passage clearly points
out five areas they had suffered
together.

The writer encourages his read-
ers “not to throw away their confi-
dence,” reminding them that such
confidence “will be rightly reward-
ed.” He challenges them in verse 36
“to persevere.”

He gives them the purpose for
their perseverance, “... so that when
you have done the will of God, you
will receive what He has promised”
and “For in just a short time, He
who is coming will come and will not
delay.”

Be bold, exercise confidence,
draw near to God, hold firm to your
profession, encourage one another,
stay in church, continue to stand
your ground, shoulder to shoulder,
keeping the faith. O — Orgeron is
pastor of Park Avenue Baptist Church,
Nashville.
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Leaders

¢ Charles W. Kelley
recently was honored on his
39th anniversary as pastor of
Clymersville Baptist Church,
Rockwood. The church held
Preacher Kelley Day, also recog-
nizing his 80th birthday and 57
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years of min-

| — . istry. Mayor of

| f ¥ | Rockwood,

| e g ' Mike Miller
- was present

A:)

o ~ and presented
him a certifi-
cate of appre-
ciation. Kelley
also has

served three

KELLEY

other churches as pastor, all of
them in Big Emory Baptist
Association, Harriman.

Churches

¢ Riva Lake Baptist

Church, Winchester, will host
a Crusade for Christ Nov. 12-15.
Braxton Hunter, an evangelist
of Jacksonville, Fla., will speak.
He previously served as senior

pastor for Cornerstone Baptist
Church, McMinnville. For infor-

mation,

contact Larry R.

Sanders, pastor of Riva Lake
Baptist, at (931) 967-0194.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Oliver Springs, will host Cele-

TODD DELANEY, left, pastor,
Calvary Hill Baptist Church,
Ripley, receives a certificate
from Ray Jones, director of
missions, Big Hatchie Baptist

Association, Covington, at the

25th anniversary celebration of
the church held recently.

ELECTED AS OFFICERS of Cumberland Gap Baptist Associa-
tion, Harrogate, during its Oct. 21 annual meeting were, from left,
first row, Mike Alexander, pastor, Tazewell Baptist Church, assis-
tant moderator; M. C. McCarter, Gap Creek Baptist Church, assis-
tant treasurer; Bonnie Manning, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, assistant
clerk; Bob Lloyd, Gap Creek Baptist, clerk; back row, Clayton Dun-
smore, director of missions;, Robert H. Owens, former pastor,
Haynes Flat Baptist Church, moderator; and Robert Ziegler, First
Baptist Church, Harrogate, treasurer.

bration Camp Meeting 2006
nightly Nov. 12-15. Ronnie
Owens will speak. For informa-
tion, call Jill Jenkins at (865)
435-2946.

¢ El Bethel Baptist

Church, Shelbyville, will host
a Nov. 5-8 revival. Alan Payne of
Forrest City, Ark., will speak.
Stephen Flippo will present the
music along with “Two His
Glory,” a musical group. For
information, contact Evelyn
Friedman at (931) 684-0691.

€ Tennessee Baptist Disas-
ter Relief chain saw teams
responded to Amherst Baptist
Church, Amherst, N.Y. to help
local homeowners recover from
recent severe snow storms. A
team from First Baptist
Church, Kingston, served Oct.
23-Oct. 28. A combined team
from First Baptist Church,
Jackson, and Beech River
Baptist Association, Lexing-
ton, served Oct. 28 - Nov. 3.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Tullahoma, will present
“Heaven’s Gates and Hell’s
Flames” Nov. 5-7. For informa-
tion, contact the church at (931)
455-5461.

¢ Meridian Baptist

Church, Knoxville, held a Fall
Harvest Festival and Mission
Fair Oct. 29. The festival fea-
tured the fall mission projects
for the month of October of Sun-
day School departments and
classes.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Knoxville, held a multi-church
service day Oct. 28 called “Oper-
ation Inasmuch” which included
several community projects.
Some of the projects were: con-
struction on Samaritan Place, a
Catholic Charities emergency
shelter service; construction on
the building of Tribe One, an
African American anti-gang
mentoring service; and home
repairs for Operation Backyard,
a free service for low income
homeowners.

Schools

¢ The 2009 10th national
gathering of United Methodist
Men will be held July 9-12 at
Belmont University, Nash-
ville. The decision to hold the
quadrennial event in Nashville
will end a 56-year tradition of
meeting at Purdue University,
West Lafayette, Ind. It is expect-
ed to draw 5,000 men. “We are

First, Lexington, benefits from harvest emphasis

For Baptist and Reflector

LEXINGTON — First Bap-
tist Church, Lexington, recent-
ly completed a four-week
emphasis here on “The Har-
vest,” which raised Sunday
School attendance and with
pledges will retire almost 60
percent of its debt, according
to pastor Michael Adams.

“We had a three point har-
vest emphasis that the church
put together,” said Adams. “We
centered on Sunday School
growth, church outreach, and
monetary pledges to retire the
debt.

“We used our church leader-
ship to pull together the
emphasis including the Sun-
day School teachers and the
church stewardship commit-

tee,” he explained. Each Sun-
day School class set an atten-
dance goal for the emphasis, a
picnic fellowship was held on
the new property which
adjoins the church, and the
sermons featured harvest ref-
erences in the Bible.

Last year the church aver-
aged 660 in Sunday School.
During the harvest emphasis
the average Sunday School
attendance rose to 673.

This was over 50 percent of
resident members in atten-
dance in Sunday School, added
Adams, and it continued dur-
ing the emphasis.

The new property which
actually doubles the church
campus to two acres is signif-
icant for the downtown
church, which plans to build

a family life center. Besides
the $350,000 property debt
being reduced by over
$201,300 raised in pledges,
the church witnessed “a sin-
gular kind of high point for
the church with the pledg-
ing,” said Adams. o

In addition to the Sunday
School outreach, the church
had around 40 for each Mon-
day night visitation during the
emphasis.

The church also was ranked
in the top 50 Tennessee Bap-
tist churches in two categories
measuring giving to the Coop-
erative Program for 2004-2005
reported in the Baptist and
Reflector: It ranked 23rd in
state per capital giving to CP
and 24th in the state in total
dollars given te the CP. O
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BRANDON WOLLETT, center, a sergeant in the U.S. Army,
a flag from Paul H. Eaves, pastor, Northeast Baptist
Clarksville, during a recent worship service as his wife, Val
children watch. Eaves is Plans and Operations Officer at Fo
bell, a civilian role. The church is honoring each soldier,
sailor, and marine who is attending the church. They are re
after their deployment. The church is located near Fort C
Clarksville. To date, the church has presented nine flags.

pge s

excited to welcome the United
Methodist Men to the Belmont
campus,” Belmont president Bob
Fisher said. “Their rich tradition
of faith, fellowship, and commu-
nity fits perfectly at Belmont,
which has been the site of high-
er education since 1890. Any-
time we can welcome esteemed
groups to campus with values
similar to Belmont’s, we are
honored to do so.”

¢ Carson Springs
Conference Center, |
will host an afternoor
tion service Nov. 5 to |
the Stokely Chapel Re;
A prayerwalk and rece)
follow the service. For
tion, call (877) 704-633(
623-2764.

® The Fall Region
ings of the Tenness
sionary Parents Fel
will be held Nov. 4 fron
- 2 p.m. by Tennessee
Missionary Union, T

¢ The West Tennessee meetings will be held
Pastors Conference will meet Tennessee at Ellendals
at Union University, Jackson, = Church, Bartlett; for

on Nov. 7 at 10 am. Harold Tennessee at the 1
Hunter, president of Trinity Baptist Conventiont€i}
Brentwood: and for B/

Theological Seminary, New- ..
burgh, Ind., will speak. The nessee at the Knox Cou
tist Association o

wives will meet separately.

Lunch is included. For more’ Knoxville. For more

information, contact Charles tion, contact Vickie An
the WMU staff at van

tnbaptist.org, 1-800-55
(615) 371-7918.

Events

Pratt, president of the confer-
ence, at (731) 749-5780 or cpm-
pratt@juno.com.

ALBERT GADDI!
recognized by Tii
hee, pastor, Grac
Church, Tullahom
years of perfect
School aftendanc
15. On the five Su
was unable to lra
church, his SS clé
his home or the
The church gave
50-year pin and &
media presenté
him.
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STANLEY MULLINS, right, receives a plaque from Ton
pastor, Oak Hill Baptist Church, Fayetteville, on his retir
minister of music. He served in the role for 45 years.
Nancy, looks on. Mullins also received the Bible he hold:
honored on Oct. 22.



