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vated Stokely Chapel dedicated at Car$on Springs 
R,eflector "Tqday we are -celebrating IT~~==::=:=~=~~v_ """"'==:'===...,.....,~==============-===~~--:-::== 

1 this occasion because of the ·gen- ~ -
RT Stokely erosity of a great Baptist family ~ 

a landmark at Carson - the Stokely~ - and the many 
Baptist Conference hours of hru-d work by scores of 

since 1952, has a new Tennessee Baptist volunteers," 
IJlank.S to the completion of. Porch said. 

mmion renovation proj- William Maxwell, . TBC 

total cost fell far below 
million tota~ due to vol

labor coardinated by Bill 
of Goodlettsville. 
essE~e Baptists dedicated 
~-ulicuu::u faoili ty an Nov. 

the approxi
people in atten-

!JBilD.es Porch, executive 
tl;le Tennessee Hap

recounted the 
·toRetv Chapel. 
happened inside this 
affected those who 

JUU!·Ioe these walls as they 
message of the living 
them," Porch said. 

that some of 
have since ''liter

that message 
world, The impact of 

the gospel preached in 
is knewn fu~ly only 

"he added. 
also-expressed appreci
tl;te Stokely family and 

administrative director, agreed. · 
"Stokely Chapel is a great . . 

statement to the faith heritage 
of a family," he noted. 

"The chapel was originally 
finished threugh a generous gift 
from Williali! B. Stokely Jr. Now, 
more than 50 ye~s later, the 
family continues his legacy 
through a matching gift making 
the renovation possible." 

Members of the Stokely fami- · 
ly were present and Willia,m B. 
''Bill" Stokely III participated in 
the ribbon cutting ceremony 
along with Porcfi. _ 

Maxwell noted the completed 
chapel is "a ~at statement of 
cooperation, as vofunteers from 
churches from all ·across the 
state gave of their time and tal
ents to come ·and work on the 
renovati@n project. 

£&ntnrP. than 500 volunteers 
30 different groups who 

approximately 30,000 

"OnJ;y_ · the Lord will ev:e.r 
know the. number of lives that 
will be touched by those whe 
come thr.Qugh this facility and 
the many, .many more lives that " 
will be touched by those same 
folks when they leave the Car
son Springs grounds and go 
around the world sharing the 
love of Jesus," he added. 0 

~ ....... .,to complete the proj-

ackson aHorney writes legal thriller 
onnie Wilkey 
• t and Reflector 

CKSON -As a student at the University of 
U&ilppi law school in Oxford, Je:rome Teel still 
~bers the day when best selling 
a John Grisham spoke to his 
F· 

I l thought that writing a novel 
II be neat, not knowing the diffi

~ »J""cess that it is," said Teel, now 
liumey here who co-teaches a 12th 
leboys Sunday School class and is 
itdained deacon at West Jackson 
~Church. . 

e 
a noveJ became a goal that 
until he was established in 

ce. In 2000, while on vaca
-with his family Teel began writ-
Fifteen months later, he had a manuscript 
~ for what would become The Election, 
lirst novel released in September by Howard 
b, a division of Simon & Schuster. 
'he published book did not happen overnight. 
· encountered numerous rejections and over-
1e discouragement before Howard Books 
red a contract in December of 2004. Teel also 

credits Terry Whalin, an editor who became his 
."champion" for about three years. 

Though Grisham was an inspiration, Teel's 
novel, while a legal thriller, is written for the 
Christian market, a market he knew vety little 

about in the beginning. 
"I didn't even know about Christ

ian fiction at first," he acknowl
- edged. 

"When I realized there was an 
industry there, I knew that was the 
direction I wanted to go." 

The Christian approach is a nat
ural fit for the Union University 
graduate. His dad, Carl, is a retired 
Baptist pastor and now a part-time 
staff member at Madison-Chester 
Baptist Association and his bro~er, 

Alan, is church and community director for the 
association and campus minister at Jackson 
State Community College. 

There is no profanity, no "gory" scenes, and no 
sexually-explicit details portr~yed in th~ book. 

"I wanted to write somet:hmg my children and 
my mother could read," Teel explained. 
- See Jackson, page 3 

ABOVE~ James Porch, left, exec
utive - direCtor/treasurer of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
and Bill Stokely Ill prepare to cut 
the ribbon to dedicate the newly 
renovated Stokely Chapel at Car
son Springs Baptist Conference 
Center in Newport. In the back
ground is _ -Fim Bearden, 'senior 
manage[ of fhe conference cen
ters. LEFT, members of the 
Stokely family stand outside the 
refl!lrbished chapel which was 
constructed by their family in the 
19_50s. A significant portipn of the 
chapel's renovation ·was con
tributed by the Stokely family. 
From left are Kevin and Shelly 
Stokely Przewrocki and Kay and 
Bill Stokely Ill. - Photos by Mark 
LeMay 

State voter• overwhelMingly 
approve Marriage aliaencl•ent 
By Linda.'Lawson 
Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Tennessee 
voters on Nov. 7 overw~elm
ingly approved an ameDdment 
to the Constitution defining 
marriage as a · contract 
between one man and one 
woman. 

The Tennessee amendment 
drew the highest percentage of 
support among voters in eight 
states considering similar 
amendments. It further states 

1 
that same-sex marriages tak
ing place in other states or 
countries will not be recog
nized in Tennessee. 

' With only a small number 
of votes outstanding from 

1 thrP-e counties as of Nov. 8, a 
·total of 1,414,582 or 81.3 per-

1 cent voted in favor of the 
amendment while 325,297 or 
18.7 percent voted against it, 

• 

according to the Tennessee 
Division of Elections. 

Passage of a constitutional 
amendment in Tennessee 
requires one vote more than 
one-half of all votes ~ast in the 
gubernatorial race. With 
1,810,160 votes cast for gover
nor, the 905,081 votes needed 
for passage was easily sur
passed. Earlier, the amend
ment had been passed in 2005 
and 2006 by the Tennessee 
House of Representatives and 
the Senate, as required by 
state law for an amendment to 
be considered by voters. 

"This strong vote celebrates 
a vote for biblical truth," said 
James Porch, executive direc
tor-treasurer of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. "Thank 
you, Tennessee Baptists, for 
supporting thls important 
issue with your vote!" 
- See State, page 8 
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national I state news 

Tennessee WMU 
board honors 
outgoing officers 

Southern Baptists. The NA.MB 
research polled 1,210 American 
adults across the country. 

Tenn. l•pfists 
re-elected as U.S. 
representatives 

Southern Baptists made the 
best impression where they are 
most prevalent, m southern 

Baptist and Reflector "Bible Belt" states. Two ou't of Baptist Press 

BRENTWOOD - The Execu- three respondents in the South WASHINGTON- An eight-
tive Board of Tennessee expressed a favorable vpinion of term member of the House of 
Woman's Missionary Union, Southern Baptists, compared to Representatives was the sole 
during its Nov. 4 board meeting, only half of respondents in the Southern Baptist in Congress to 
honored two officers whose West and East, where Southern lose in voting Nov. 7. 
tenure will end in 2007. Baptists have a smaller pres- Rep. Charles Taylor, R.-N.C., 

New officers will be elected at ence. lost to Democrat challenger 
Tennessee WMU's annual meet- Catholics were rated more Heath Shuler, a former standout 
ing set for March 17 at the favorably in .the East and West, quarterback at the University of 
Gatlinburg Convention Center. r egions where their presence Tennessee, in his bid to continue 

. Shelby Lord of Lenoir City _among sui-vey respondents is representing the western North 
presided over her last fall board proportionally greater, accord- Carolina district. Shuler, who 
meeting as president: Lord and ing to the Fesearch. grew up in the district, defeated 
Sharon Lunsford, recording sec- The NAMB/Zogby poll indi- Taylor with 54 percent of the 
retary from Nashville, were pre- cated that a sizeable number of vote. 
sented with gifts of appreciatioi_l younger adults either have an Shuler also is a member of a 
for their four years of service to unfavorable impression of Southern Baptist church, Hilt
Tennessee wMu. Southern Baptists or are not more Baptist Church in Arden, 

Recommendations made ·by familiar with the nation's sec- N.C. 
the policy-finance committee ond-largest denomination. There were no Southern BaJr 
and approved by the board About 24 percent of respon- tist members of the Senate seek-
included: dents age 18-24. expressed a ing re-election this year. 

• ·"Hands-On Tennessee," a "yery unfavorable" or '1some- Following 1s a list, as 
simultaneous community min- what unfavorable" impression of obtained by Baptist Press, of the 
istry day, will be promoted Southern Baptists, while 39 per- ballot results for members of 
statewide and all churches cent of the 25~34 age group said Tennessee Baptist churches who 
encouraged to participate Feb. they were "not familiar" with sought re-election to the House 
17, 2007. Southern Baptists. of Representatives. (The vote 

• · Designated the annual Middle-age adults think totals are from the web site of 
offering which will be taken highest of Southern . Baptists, CNN as of 11 a.m. Eastern time 
March 17, 2007 to benefit under- with 66 percent of those 55-69 Nov. 9. The puinber of precincts 
privileged school-age children in reporting a favorable impres- reporting varied from 92 to 100 
Montana who do not have school s1on. percent.) 
supplies. Because the word "Baptist" Rep. Zach Wamp, R., Third 

• Cancelled the Jan. 26-27, IJlay not always appear in a District, seeking seventh term, 
2007 training for Acteens Activ~- Southern Baptist Convention Red BahR Baptist Church, Chat
tors, missions day camp leaders, (SBC) 'church's name, t~e tanooga, defeated Brent Bene
and Point Teams. research also looked at what the diet, D., 130,770-68,305, 66-34 

• Revised the .Policy manual significance of knowing that a percent. 
of Tennessee WMU. particular church: -is indeed Rep. Lincoln Davis, D., 
· • Approved revisions for the Southern Baptist would have on Fourth District, seeking third 
bylaws of Tennessee WMU. The someone's deCision to visit ol' - .term, ·First Baptist. Church, 

' process of revising the bylaws ~ join that church. Byrdstown, defeated Ken Mar-
involves a further step before The sur:vey showed that 31 tin, R., 123,418-62~386, 66-34 
they are final. The recommend~ , percent of respondents said this · percent. LJ 
ed revisions must be printed in knowledge would positively 
the Baptist & Reflector prior to aff~ct their decision to visit or 
the annual meeting and will be join that church, while 36 per
effective only if two-thirds of the cent said it would have no effect 
delegates present at the meetillg and 25 percent said it would 
in Gatlinburg March 17, 2007 have a negative effect. 

MIC disqu•lilies 
J 9 churches; acts 
on Wai·Mart 

approve. LJ Among adults age 18 to 24, 
more than 40 percent of those Baptist Press Americans have 

split views on 
S. Baptists: poll 
Baptist Press 

ALPH!\RETTA, Ga. 
South~rn Baptists were viewed 
favorably by 57 percent of adults 
interviewed as part of recent 
research conducted by the North 
American Mission Board's Cen
ter for Missional Research 
through Zogby International. 

The positive outlook toward 
Southern Baptists, Pnited 
Methodists, and the Catholic 
Church was ~bout the same in 
the survey, while the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints (Mormons), and Muslims 
received less favorable ratings, 
32 percent and 27 percent, 
respectively. 

Southern Baptists received 
unfavorable impressions from 
17 percent of the respondents, 
while another 24 percent said 
they were not familiar with 

surveyed said knowing that a 
church is Southern Baptist 
would negatively affect their 
decision to visit or join that 
church. But 36 percent of persons 
35 to 54 reported that the South
em Baptist label would positive
ly affect their choice of a church. 

"The scope of this study 
stopped short of asking why 
there are unfavorable impres
Sions of Southern Bz.ptists 
depending on regton or age 
group," said Ed Stetzer, senior 
director of NAMB's Center for 
Missional Research in Alpharet
ta, Ga. "'s it because of the stand 
Southern Baptists take on mar
riage as between one man and 
one woman for a lifetime? Is it 
Baptists' consensus belief on the 
inerrancy of Scripture? Or, are 
there other factors at work that 
cause many people to reject our 
churches? Is it a reputation that 
has been earned because of 
issues other than the gospel? 
Cle.arly, more research is need
ed," Stetzer said. LJ 

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. -
Messengers to the Missouri 
Baptist Conventwn elected-a 
slate of theologically conserva
tive officers for the lOth consec
utive year an.d disqualified 19 
churches under the convention's 
single-alignment stipulation 
approved at last year's annual 
meeting. 

Messengers also approved a 
resohttion encouraging Missouri 
Baptist church members to exer
cise moral stewardship regarding 
the businesses they patronize, 
keeping in mind that Wal-Mart in 
August asked and received per
mission to join the National Gay 
and Lesbian Chamber of Com
merce, pledging to give them 
$25,000 annually and helping 
Wal-Mart to "advance diversity," 
or homosexuality. 

Mike Green, 24-year pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Republic and the MBC's current 
first vice president, was elected 
president without opposition. 

A total of 1,550 people, includ-

ing 1.162 me ~ ' ngers. re 
for the annual meetina. 
the 19 churehe!' d1 qual 
convention MBC mem 
were First Baptist chut 
Jefferson C•ty. Cnpe Gu 
Independence, nnd Lee 
mit. each of which have t 
the CooperatiYe Baptist 
ship or the ri\1al Boptist 
Convention of Missouri. 

Missouri is umque 
approach to single align 
that no other state con'Ye 
the SBC has passed sucl 
nite statement articula 
ties to the SBC. 

A representative of or 
disqualified churches. 
Baptist in St. Louis, s 
church would be prayin~ 
Missouri Baptis t Con 
and requested that mes 
respond in kind. It wast 
public comment before 1 

gers voted on the disq1 
tions. LJ 

Iowa meeting 
follows re 
Baptist Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa 
Baptist Convention of Io' 
bined its 11th annual 1 
with its annual Partners 
istry Retreat, which roes 
said enhanced both ever 
2-3 at the Holiday l1 
Suites in Des Moines. 

"Abide in Christ" VI 

theme for the annual 11 
Which registered 122 I 

gers from 44 churches 
with 26 guests. 

Messengers elected 
Stout, pastor of Quimby 

. Church in Quimby, as pl'l 
A budget of $1.6 mill 

approved for 2007, a 4.2 
decrease from the p 
year's budget. 

Messengers approved 
lution affirming ma.rriaf 
holy covenant and faithf 
tionship between one m 
one woman." LJ 

National even 
planned lor g1 
WMU news office 

• 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. 

stage is set in Kansas Ct 
as thousands of girls pn 
gather for "Blume" -
erful days of worship, · 
tive conferences, hanciEJ.., 
sions and ministry p 
concerts, fun nightly ac 
and new friends. 

This event was r. 
known as the National. 
Convention or NAC. 

On July 10-13, 20<Y. 
than 8,000 girls from ao 
nation are expected to 
ence Blume, a missioru 
designed to challenge 1 
recognize their gifts and 
age them to live out the 
given purpose. Blume 
German word for 11tlower 
senting growth, yout~ a 
life. The event is open to 
ages 12 and up, includiD 
giate young women. 0 
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teen_ finds _ RA ministry and business to be com 
arcia Knox
;t and Reflector 

. 
)N DE CROFT - Nestle~ 
community here on top of 
· mountain near Sparta, 
Ambassador and Chal
ministry and a wooden 
mission craft kits, and 

i!ISJ.ne!;s continue to grow in 
pdw•orklng shop behind a 
f.:a"l'lm house· with burgundy 

make sawdust, .. ' said 
Green, RA/Challenger 

I • 
consultant for the 

es1;ee Baptist Convention, 
gives tours of a family 

woodworking shop and 
off the different ens-

saws that he has 
ted over the years to make 

nrac~.kS, mission crafts, and 

FRANK GREEN cuts wooden blocks for Royal Ambassador race 
cars at his woodworking shop at his home in Bon de Croft. ·DEAN GREEN prepares orders for RA race cars to be shipped 

from their home in Bon de Croft. - Photos by Marcia Knox 

' 

wife, Dean, is the brains 
outfit," he continued. "She 
the checks, takes and tills 

and runs the busi
She can operate most of 

1 ~ Jn1tChJ.lneJry. We get along 
nni·h each other." 

been married for 34 
Frank ~d Dean's busi-

has grown over the years 
!llcu family with three chil
and ~ll1ater with nieces 

""""''" nephews, who also help 
e RA race cars. The fainily 

to~ether to turn 8 1/4-
white pine furniture grade 
into little blocks, then into 

ue-·culi patterns with pack
wheels and weights, ~d 
them to RA ,groups to 
fast race cars. 
racePs aile part of the 

and outreach tools, 
come \mder the RA inter-

racltivi:ties," noted Frank. 
cars can also be used to 

church missions by 
money for the Southern 

Convention and the 
offerings and local mis
The entry fee for each car 

can be a donation .for Lottie 
Moon to a canned good for a 
local food bank. Today, fast cars 
can go on to compete at regional 
RA events." 

However, the RA racers were · 
always a tradition and exciting 
part 'of the fof!ller TBC RA Con
gress for years. The tracks that 
the cars ran on were first bor
rowed and then taken to Con
gress for setup, according to 
Frank. 

"At Congress people were 
always ~sing about the RA 
tracks that the race cars ran 
on," said Frank. "All the tracks 
w~re different · in lengths, 
widths, and gesign. They were 
not st~dardized race tracks." 
· Frank decided to start mak
ing the tracks in 1984, and the 
Make Tr.acks Company was 
fonp.ed. Whlle working at Camp 
Carson in NewPort as the camp 
manager from . 1980-1994, 
Frank made · a '%atch" of eight 
tracks for the Tennessee Con
gress races in 1987. 

Around that time, the former 
SBC Brotherhood Commission 
in :Memphis decided to stan
dar.dize the race tracks for the 
state RA Congresses. The 

national standard for the tracks 
was given by the Brotherhood 
(BH) Commission to Make 
Tracks to supply the tracks in 
1989. The tracks now range 
from two to six lanes but all are 
32 feet in length, and all the rac
ing lanes are the same width. 

When Frank was not work
ing as the camp manager at 
night, he made the tracks. Dean 
also worked as the camp food 
service manager and assisted 
with the track company. In 
addition, Frank and Dean have 
served as long time RA leaders 
in churches and associations as 
parents of two boys and one 
girl. I 

· In the .early 1990s, Frank 
talked about making mission 
craft kits, which made unique 
gift items and became mission 
teaching tools that we:re also a 
part of the Project :ijall compe
tition part of the Con.gresses. 
He started with adapt~g plans. 
for the RA bird houses to lum
ber specifications. Soon he was 
taking the plans out of the RA 
bookS and putting them into 
eight mission craft kits, com
plete with patterns with sim
plified directions and made 

safety conscious for children. 
Next the BH Commission stan
dardized the mission craft kits 
in 1992. 

The mission craft kits and the 
other Make Tracks products 
have grown in numbers over the 
years and can be viewed at 
www.royalracers.com. Some of 
the kits which have a missions 
theme are Oriental Puzzle, 
Bolero, and there are other kits 
that link teaching missions by 
design. 

In 1994 the Greens moved to 
Memphis w~ere he served as 
property services manager for 
the Brotherhood Commission 
and held a similar position at 
Faith Baptist ·Church, Bartlett. 
During those years, he and his 
wife continued making tracks 
and even expanded during that 
time. 
. In 1999 UI_lder the brand 

name of Royal Racers, Frank 
and Dean began producing RA 
r~ce car kits. Make Tracks/ 
Royal Racers became the official 
RA race car supplier in 2003. 

While living in Bartlett his 
dad's health became an issue 
and her mom's health became 

frail, and the Greens decided 
that they were a long way from 
their family on the Cumberland 
Plateau. They didn't know 
where they were supposed to be. 
Then they prayed about it, and 
asked the Lord where He would 
send them. 

"We ended up back on the 
plateau by default, and we 
didn't know then why we came 
back," rioted Frank looking 
back now with hindsight. "But 

~ God directed us back home for 
Dean to help take care of her 
mother." 

The Greens moved to their 
family farm in 1999 to help care 
for Dean's aging mother and the 
wooden tracks, mission kits, 
and car business kept growing. 

In 2003 Frank came to the 
TBC as the RA/Challenger field 
contract worker, which means 
he is constantly on the road. He 
became a TBC staff s.pecialist in 
2005. He has written RA cur
riculum materials for the past 
four years and is currently writ
ing the new materials for 2007-
08. He just finished his eighth 
RA magazine and also writes 
RA manuals. 0 

aHorney 111rites legal tltriller; sltares Cltrist ••• 
'ontinued from page 1 acter, a Jackson attorney who is· Another character in the Election was depicting the evil "My family has been very 
f also wanted to have an a non-believer, comes to know book, who is a Christian, con- represented by the "bad guys." supportive and was excited 
riding redemptive element Jesus as his Lord and Savior. An Sta.J?.tlY demonstrates her faith "I didn't know anyone like when we first learned that 
le book." actual plan of salvation Is despite difficult circumstances that. I had to use my imagina- Howard Books would publish 
jl .the novel, the q1ain char- detailed in the book. in h~r life. tion," he said. The Election," he said. 

T~ Election is set in Jackson Teel has already penned his Just like any author, Teel is 

lOME TEEL, an attorney and member of West Jackson Bap
Church, Jackson, holds up a copy of his first book, The Elec
, written specifically for the Christian fictiof] market. The book 
a redemptive element woven throughout the novel. , 

and Teei repeatedly uses names second novel, The Divine hopeful the book · is successful 
of familiar places and land- Appointment, which will be and sells well. 
marks in Jackson and West Ten- released by Howard Books in - While acknowledging that 
nessee throughout the novel. June 2007. The book, though not the Christian market is "like 

Yet, the book is purely fiction a sequel to The Election, also preaching to the choir," Teel 
and the characters are not based has redemptive elements already knows of people who 
on anyone Teel knew, he said. throughout, Teel said. have bought the book and given 

By using Jackson as the set- And, Teel has left the door it to non-Christian friends. 
ting for the novel, Teel said it open for possible sequels to both . "'t can be a witnessing tool," 
lends credibility to the. book books in the future. he affirmed. 
because people can read real Teel said he has had full sup- "I hope the book has an 
names and places and vis11alize port from his wife, Jennifer, and impact on people's lives and that 
what is taking place. his three children - Brittney, there will be people who come to 

Since the book deals with two Trey, and Matthew. a saving knowledge of Jesus 
subjects Teel is well acquainted He noted that Jennifer did Christ because of the book," he 
with - law and politics - he not want to read The Election stressed. The more books tha t 
did not have to spend a lot of until it had been publiShed. His are sold, the more lives that can 
time on research. "You tend to mother, Nona, however, read the be impacted for Christ, he said. 
write about things you kn;ow book and critiqued it, Teel said. For more information about 
about," he said. His daughter, now 14, read the book, including bow to pur

Teel admitted one of the his second novel and critiqued it chase copies, go to Teel's web 
hardest tasks in writing The for her dad. site; www.jerometeel.com. 0 
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Union soccer pi er now livin for a cl 
. 

By Tim Ellsworth 
Union University news office 

• 

JACKSON - Soccer was 
Nikki Burau's life. God was way 
down the list of priorities. 

Burau started playing soccer 
when she was 8 years old, and 
that became everything to her. 
All that mattered was getting a 
soccer scholarship, and Union 
University gave her that oppor

Throughout the ordeal, her 
teammates began planting 
seeds in Burau's life. 

"You need to start finding 
God,"' they'd tell her. 

Burau thought about it, but 
then she recovered from her sur
gery and decided she really 
didn't need God that much after 
all. Sh e thought she was healt hy 
and that soccer would again be 
her priority. 

But that changed about a 
year ago. A brain tumor will do 
that to you. 

"My time in the hospital is 
when I really started realizing 
how real that God was and how 
mu ch He did for me," said 
Burau, a sopho~ore at Union 
University and forward on the 
women's soccer team. "Th a t's 
when I really grew with Him." 

tunity. 
"I "didn't 

even own a 
Bible when I 
came h er e," 
she said. 

During h er 
first year on 
the team, 
Burau started 
tq develop some 

She was wrong. 

BURAU 

A native of Memphis, Burau 
didn't ·grow up in a Christian 
home. Her mother was a single 
parent . 

leg problems. She was diagnosed 
with compartment syndrome, 
and after the season h ad leg sur
gery . . 

Shortly after her leg sw·gery, 
Bura u . started getting 
headaches, almost every night. 
They became more and more 
debilitating. Finally, they landed 
her in the. hospital, where a CAT 
scan revealed a golf ball-sized 
tumor embedded in the right 

TBCH provides positive push for resident 
By Emily Lamkin 
TBCH news office 

MEMPHIS - When Dominic first came to the 
Double "B'' Boys Ranch, one of the nine campus loca
tions of the Tennessee Baptist Children's Home, it 
was not an easy transition. He was only 15 when he 
arrived but the. situations he had experi,enced at 
home had already caused him to grow up and be the 
man around the house. It was the unstable home 
life that brought him and his sister to TBCH. 

''When he first came he had a chip on his shoul
der," said Dominic's house dad, ·Jeff Epps. Sher
man Flynn, Dominic's house dad when he first 
came to the ranch, commented that while Dominic 
was never disrespectful, it was a bit difficult for 
him to deal with men authority figures. 

Everyone at the ranch worked hard to show 
Dominic the love of Christ through supporting his 
areas of interest and encouraging him to just be a 
kid and h ave fun with life, he s aid. . 

When asked about the changes. they h ad seen 
in Dominic, Epps and Flynn stated, "He's 

learned how to just be a kid." 
It took some time for him. to learn that he was a 

teenager and it was OK if he wasn't in control of 
everything or if some things got messed up. "He had 
to learn that those emotions were OK," said E;pps. 

Epps commented on Dominic's relationship 
With Jesus Christ ~nd said, "He was saved before 
he came to the Ranch, but he wasn't living his life 
as tightly with the Lord as he does now." 

Dominic's changes over his years at t he ranch 
are not only noticeable to tpe houseparents and 
staff, but even Dominic, himself. ~ 

"When I first came I didn't really want to listen 
and didn't really want to be here, but I've grown to 
love it and have learned that Jesus loves us no 
matter what." 

After spending four years in ROTC in high 
school, D<;>minic hopes to eventually join the Navy 

·and become a Navy Seal. 
In the meantime he is grateful for his experi

ence with TBCH. "I've learned that it isn 't always 
about me, its ab5>ut doing something for the grace 
of God." 0 

,. 

side of Burau's brain. She bad 
surgery on Christmas Eve las t 
year to get it removed. 

Doctors warned her mother 
that Burau would be paralyzed 
on her left side. They said her 
perso~ality would change. 

They were wrong. 
A surgery that was supposed 

to last seven hours took only 
three. A r ecovery that was sup
posed to take months took only 

• 
weeks. 

Bur au was~t supposed to be 
able to run until August . But 
she came back to school for the 
spring semester, started practic
ing with t he t-eam in February 
and played the whole spring 
season. 

"The doctors still scr atch 
t heir heads and don't under
stand," she said. 

Along with her physical 
recovery came a spiritual one as 
well. Whereas soccer was t he 
driving force in her life~ before, 

now "he bas relinquish 
role to the Lord 

..rm just living for a < 
purpose,., Bura u :1.1id. 
thing in m) hfc is 'How 
it for God?' more tl 
myself ... 

A marketing mnjor, 
hopes one dtlY to open a1 
non -profit soccer fnci 
Memphis, She'll run thnl 
the Ume, and spend th(. 
her time on the 1uissir 
She may even use socc 
means of telling otht 
story, in hopes thnt the. 
be changed the way ~ 
been . 

'1 know now that timt 
valuable," Burau said. "' 
for granted so much. I 
close to losing everytl 
worked hard for. I realiz< 
h ave to do things while 
t hem - because I may ' 
tomorrow and not be ab 
them again." a 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 

THANK YOU 

TENNESSEE BAPTISTS! 

With gratitude to. God and. Tennessee Baptists, 
Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes represents you if 
idential ministry to more than 350 senior adults a1 
developmentally disabled adults at seven location 
are 'grateful that more and more Tennessee Baptis· 
recognizing the need for this ministry and are j< 

• 
hands and hearts with us to promote Adults Horr 
their churches and associations . . 

We are pleased tQ announce that we have 
exceeded our Father's Day Offering Goal. The goa 
raised this year to $200,000 and the gifts received 

... -
$201 ,263.67. To God be the glory! Our prayer i: 
more churches will join us in 2007. 

We are grateful for the ongoing support of Tenn~ 
Baptists. The. Cooperative Program underwrite: 
ministry. The Father's Day Offering allows us to pr 
care for those with limited financial resources. An• 
Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions is the lc 
source of funding for the Special Friends Camps . • 

Please continue to keep your Adults Homes mini~ 
your prayers that we may proclaim Christ as we pr 
care for seniors and developmentally disabled adt 

C. Kenny Cooper 
President/Treasurer 

(615) 371-2050 

Web site address: 
www. tnbaptisthomes.org 

• 
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• ect1ons are over . now serious prayer begins 
who are pleased with the .outcomes and Whether you voted or not whether you 

l 

1nie Wilkey, editor 
. 

on't know about you, but if I never 
those who are ~xtremely ffi:sappointed. voted Democrat, Republican,' both, or nei-

Tennessee IS sue~ a diverse state. We ther, now, it is time for the serious business 
have people who will v?te Democr~t no to beglli. While I am confident that many 
matter what and R:epubhcans who Will do Christians prayed about the election and 
the same for theu part_Y. Add to that who to vote for, it is now time to pray even 
numerous people who Will not vote for inore than before. 

ttese words again, I will be happy: "My 
is (take your pick) and I approve tp.is 

~rction Day is finally over. As Tennessee 
we can rejoice that an overwhelm

IHlJ<JITJ. ty of the people in Olll· great state 
for the Tennessee Marriage Amend-

said to the world that regardless 
other states do, marriage in Ten

is the union of one man and one 

either party. Th.en throw in the multitude Instead of complaining about who was 
o~people who w~ll vote more on the creden- elected er who was not, we need to be on our 
tials -o~ th~ candidate than party affiliation. knees praying for all of our elected officials 
'!'here IS httle wonder that prior to the elec- - from the national level down to our state 
tions -there ':ere so many closely contested level, all the way to our l~c~l politicians. 
races statewide. We need to remember that, regardless of 

In some of the races, more emphasis was political party, these are the men and 
put on how bad the opponent was~ rather women who will be making decisions that 

tan tcike ijride in the fact that Ten
Baptists and otlier Christians in our 

not "drop the ball" when it came to 
moral issue. A few years ago when 

than the good points of the -candidate. will affect ev~ryone. 
It's hard to remember a year when there Pray for wisdom for our elected officials. 

were more .negative campaign ads than in Pray they will have hearts open to God's 
2006, and it wasn't even a presidential elec- dll:ection and His will. Pray that they will 
tion year. For that reason I am glad the elec- seek to do what is right, not what is popular. 
tions aie over. Also, pray that God will continue to bless 

approved a lottery in Tennessee, 
1",~"'Ck> could not make such a claim. We 

the ball" on· that issue. 
gave us another chance to let our 

be heard and for that we should be 

the elections of the various office~, 
lll:t.atevvi'ide and locally, there are people 

And for those of you who decided it our state and our country. No matter what 
wasn't worth the trouble to vote, shame on anyone or any organization says, our coun
you. Voting is a.. privilege we must never try would not be the great nation it is today 
take for granted. Too many men and women without having had God's hand upon it. 
over the years have given their lives to Pray that He will not remove" His Hand. If 
assure us that freedom. He, does, then we all are in trouble. 0 

• 

dom consciousness -- · 'think on that aVIhile' 

rt -

By James Porch 

need to think on that 

old saying expresses a 
response to the idea 

label "kingdom conscious-

~e coUise of a day's time. 
range of subjects ram

:t~hlrou:ghmy mind, includ
!eritodJic wonder about the 

concept of the kingdom 
Oflate, I have intention

~arroVIred the big theme to 
•v"'" my understanding of 

living and serving my 
with abiding conscious-

that I abide in His king
His gift of grace. 

possibly, my concern 
Lates out of another old 

you think, so you 
,mttullh I have discovered 

that kingdom teaching does not 
come naturally, ratP.er inten
tional mind work, reading, and 
studying Holy Scripture can 
begin to condition my kingdom 
pursuit. Out of the ebb and flow 
of organized study, I cari-y king
dom principles out into daily 
life that (1) affect my percep
tion of God's world, (2) sensitize 
my awareness of non-kingdom 
folk, and (3) enable me to expe.: 
rience great awareness that my 
ffeavenly Father has a claim on 
my life as His child. 

I grade·Iriy, grasp of kingdom 
consciousness as elementary in 
relation to what I can. under
stand provided JllY focus on 
king Jesus prevails over my 
own distractions. In addition, 
through kingdom conscious
ness, I believe I will experience 
new insights into church 
health. Mter all, a local 
church's calling includes a visi
ble expression of God's kingdom 
on earth. My urgency for 
responding to kingdom con
sciousness denies waiting for a 
group think-tank. Instead, I 

must embark on a personal trip 
employing the priesthood of the 
believer accompanied by the 
Holy Spirit. 

On my own never-ending 
trip to and through kingdom 
consciousness, I made a long 
stop in Matthew 1?. The tax col
lector recorded a series of Jesus~ 
stories, undeniably necessary 
for thinking on my chosen sub
ject. 

Two parables, one descriptive 
of soils and another focusing on 
a tiny seed offer a compatible 
insight that small yet good 
beginnings take place in a vari
ety of lives. A wide range of 
diverse conditions affect the 
development in risky seed-sow
ing ministry. Then Matthew 
moves from the farming culture 
to remind me that value in king
dom living comes both by dili
gent search and amazing discov
enes. 

Quite possibly, Jesus bor
rowed a scene from His moth
er's kitchen to succinct!~ 
enlighten me in opposition to 
my arrogance toward patience. 

Leaven, or yeast. works slowly 
but pervasively through chang
ing the nature of a whole lump 
of dough. The metamorphosis 
results in better bread - tasty, 
light, and easily digested. In 
the kingdom, my lifestyle can 
be totally changed for the bet
ter, provided I am willing to be 
His.1ump of dough exposed to 
His yeast. 

Finally, in parabolic form, 
Jesus announced the coming 
reality of finality and separa
tion. So I must carry in my 
mind a recognition of judgment 
and justice. 

In conclusion, I return to the 
beginning of my analogy. King
dom consciousness really 
depends on His seed sown in 
my life in a receptive way. Thus, 
my kingdom consciousness 
really is a mind thing, a healthy 
church mind thing. My journey 
continues as I live in wonder 
and anticipation of more joys in 
kingdom consciousness. 0 -
Porch is executive director/treas
urer of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. 

's reviving power needed in Southern Baptist Convention 
and to bring us to true repen
tance and confession. We need 
the power of God exhibited in 
our lives, our churches, and our 
convention. 

est 
lomnist 

ly Frank Page 

~tly, I have been calling 
3outhem Baptist Conven
to ask God· to send His 
ing Holy Spirit. i believe 
the future of our conven
and our churches will be 
l on God's willingness to 
us His reviving power. I 
ve that that reviving 
lr is needed in several 
3. Last week, I focused on 
need for God's spirit to 
;form our churches. 

Today, I ca1i us to seek the 
reviving Holy Spirit of God in 
personal repentance and con
fession. 

II Timothy 3:1-5 paints an 
accurate yet sad picture of our 
society today. It tells of what we 
have become. It speaks about 
people who have become,reck
less, conceited, lovers of pleas
ure rather than lovers of God. 
Verse 5 gives the real reason 
behind all this for it describes 
people who are "holding to the 
form of religion but denying its 
power." The heart of every prob
lem is a problem of the heart. 
God commands us to love Him 
supremely and our neighbors 
as ourselves (Matthew 22:34-, 
40). If we love ourselves su-
premely, we will not love God or 

our neighbors. 
In this world, there is God 

·and people and things. We 
should worship God, love peo
ple, and use things. If we start 
worshipping ourselves, we will· 
ignore God. and start loving 
things and using people. This 
is a formula for a miserable 
life. 

I am afraid we have become 
people who worship ourselves, 
or· at least have become arro
gant in our actions and atti
tudes. We have felt that we can 
exalt one cause to the exclusion 
of other clear biblical com
mands and causes. 

We must be on a mission 
together to be Jesus people. Our 
emphasis must be on allowing 
His Holy Spirit to confront us 

Let us together pray for God 
to do a work that only He can 
do. 

Let us remember the words 
of II Chronicles 7:14 which tell 
us what needs to happen before 
God is going to bless us with 
His reviving Holy Spmt, "and 
My people who are called by My 
name humble themselves, pray 
and seek My face, and turn 
from their evil ways, then I will 
liear 5-om heaven, forgive their 
sin, and heal their land." 0 -
Page is president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Taylors, S.C. 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

-A black mark 
· By now I'm sure most people 

have heard the tragic story of 
Ted Haggard, pastor of New 
Life Church in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. , and president of 
the 30-mi11ion-member Nation
al Association of Evangelicals. 

Haggard, who has since 
stepped down from both of those 
positions, was accused of homo
sexual behavior and drug use, 
allegations which he originally 
denied. 

In a letter, however, that was 
read to his church on Nov. 5, 
Haggard admitted, "The fact is, 
I am guilty of sexual immorali
ty, and I take responsibility for 
the entire problem. I am a 
deceiver and a liar. There is a 
part of my life that is so repul
sive and dark that I've been 
warring against it all of my 
adult life." 

After the news first broke 
someone .asked me, ''Is he a 
Southern Baptist?" 

I replied that he was not and 
felt a sense of relief. Then I felt 
convicted by God. I was so 
relieved that his actions would 
not be an embarrassment to 

-'Southern Baptists that I forget 
what was most important. 

Haggard's actions are an 
embarrassment to Christianity 
and to God. Forget denomina
tional affiliation, this is another 
"black mark" against Christians. 

Duiing a time when Chris
tianity is being attacked in our 
country, the last thing we need
ed was for a high profile Christ
ian to give additional ammuni
tion to a non-believing world. 

Before we start casting rocks 
at Ted Haggard, however, we all 
probably need to examine our 
own lives. 

All of us are sinners, saved 
by the grace of God. Each of us 
can be susceptible to temptation 
of some sort. Because of that we 
must constantly be on guard 
against Satan's attack. Satan 
will use whatever he can to 
kee,p us from doing what God 
wants and expects from us. 

If Ted Haggard truly repents 
and seeks forgiveness, God will 
forgive him just as He will for
give us when we "mess up." 

As Christians we need to be 
very cautious. We need to strive 
to live a life that will bring glory 
and honor to Christ. A non
believing world is out there, 
constantly on watch, waiting for 
a Christian to stumble. 

We need to stand watch 
against attacks from Satan. We 
need to bathe ourselves, our 
fami1y, our friends, our church 
in prayer and ask for God's pro
tection. 

Let us an be on guard 
against allowing our life to 
become another "black mark" 
against Go9 and Christianity. Cl 

I 
I 
i 
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By Connie Davis Bushey 
Baptist and Reflector 

UNION CITY Billy 
Criswell is full-time manager of 
the O'Reilly Auto Parts store in 
Union City. 

He is bivocational pastor of 
Bethel Baptist Church, York
ville, where he has served for 10 
years. 

He is husband to Melinda, 
and father to Matthew, 12, and 
Austin, 8. 

And he recently was named 
2006 Bivocational Pastor of the 
Year by the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. 

"I don't take credit for any of 
this," said Criswell recently. 

He explained one reason he 
doesn't take credit is that God 
has surrounded him with great 
people, both at work and at 
church. Most of his eight 
employees are Christians and 
great workers, he said. 

His church is filled with dea
cons and missions leaders who 
allow him to fo~us on preaching 
the gospel and equipping the 
saints, he added. Yet Criswell 
has been a leader of Royal 
Ambassadors at Bethel and he 
served part of the week this past 
summer on Bethel's first mis
sions trip. Criswell took vaca
tion to be a part of the World 
Changers trip to Tupelo, Miss., 
but he said it was worth it. 

"It was such a blessing,'' lie 
said, to the eight church mem
bers who participated and to 
those who supported them. One 
result was that two Bethel stu
dents helped lead another stu-= 

• 
dent in the neighborhood to be 
saved, said Criswell. He credited 
Rhonda Poor, Woman's Mission
ary Union director of Bethel and 
Gibson County Baptist Associa
tion, for planning the trip and 
motivating members to go. 

Ten years ago when Criswell 
accepted the pastorate of Bethel 
he did it without the right atti
tude, he admitted. He only did it 
because he knew God had called 
him to preach and he had to ful
fill that "contract" with God. 

He had served as a bivoca
tional pastor or full-time pastor 
for about 11 years and then 
taken about three months off. 
But like his late father W. L., 
Criswell felt called to bivoca
tional ministry. W. L. Criswell 
was a bivocational pastor for 40 
years. He subsidized his family 
by working in auto body repair. 
Billy has done general auto 
repair work for 15 years and 
worked in auto parts stores for 
10. 

But Bethel has been a bless
ing to Criswell, he continued. 

When he came, Bethel drew 
about 35 to Sunday morning 
worship. The church was con
fined by its lack of educational 
space. It needed to buy land to 
expand. 

The family who O\med the 
adjoining land responded to a 
request by explaining the land 
couldn't be sold. The church 

ell • 
IS med Bi e • ocat1ona Pas to 0 

asked to buy just 50 feet. Amaz
ingly the family gave Bethel the 
land. The church built educa
tional space and this past year 
built a family life center with a 
gym. Much ofthe labor was done 
by church members. Folks in the 
community even helped, said 
Criswell. 

Currently Bethel is debt-free 
and draws about 110 to Sunday 
morning worship. In the past 10 
years about 90 people have been 
baptized, six of which were bap
tized last year. 

Another big step for Bethel 
was the recent ca11ing of Wesley 
Gorton as part-time youth direc
tor. Now the church faces budget
ing for student activities, said 
Criswell. He also tries to consider 
ways Bethel needs to update its 
methods. He recently preached a 
series on the family in which he 
discussed divorce and single par
ents. He also apologized to the 
church for preaching the series 

too late to help some members. 
"I'm blessed to have a church 

like rve got. They're just too 
good. It's just been one blessing 
after another. But that's how 
God operates," said Criswell. 

If he has any secrets to his 
ministry, it is his "personal quiet 
time" with God and the Bible, he 
noted. 

"'f you don't have a quiet 
time you're like an engine with
out oil. You'll break down." 

He uses the computer and 
the Internet to do research. But 
he also gains from his interac
tion with people as people say 
things "that trigger thoughts" 
with help from the Holy Spirit. 

Criswell adniitted his life as 
a businessman, pastor, and fam
ily man is a "balancing act. It 
isn't easy all the time." He has 
his "down times and valleys." 

That's _when his. "good sup
port system" makes the differ
ence, he said. Pastors should 

GARY P,OE, left, visits with his boss, Billy Criswell, at the 
Auto Parts store in Union City. Criswell is the 2006 Bivocatit 
·Pastor of the Year of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. He se 
Bethel Baptist Church, Yorkville. 

learn "there are people around 
you that are willing to help." He 
said his wife, Melinda, is his 
biggest support outside of God. 
She has worked outside of the 
home for many years. 

He doesn't deserve the 
award, he said, but he is glt 
represent the many other 
who like him "support our t 
lies and preach the Word w 
different calling." 0 

Southern Mutual Church 
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iines-Pui(iam named-biVOcatioAGI miniSter of· the y8Gr 
.nnie Davi!'Bushey member 'of the. TBC Executive es. His mother believed he was 

.. 

:t and Reflector Board. called to the same ministry 
He is retired from Tennessee though he disagreed for years. 

tLIVAR - "I'm eD;J.bar
about this thing," said 
Pulliam of his recent 

iltD(>n as 2006 Bivocatio:nal 
~Vlllrus~>e.F of the Year of the 
!ssE~e Baptist Convention. 

not a hero." 
currently 'is part-time 

of music of West E1hiloh 
Church, Stantonville, 

~.~.uor adult coordinator 
with his wife, Louise, of 
Baptist Church, Bolivar. 

~1uuL~.lc are long-time mem-
First where he was min
music for 27 years and 
director of education. for 

-
at's a long time for a 
to put up with one minis
music," joked Pulliam. 

grew up with me." 
Pulliams have served 

Shiiloh B~ptist foF five 
A<lldlirtioria11y, . James is a 

Gas Pipe~e ·company where he He was able to confirm her feel-
worked in the accounting office ings before she was . killed in a 
for 30 years. Louise is retired car accident, J ames saict emo-
from r~sing theiF son and oper- tionally. 
ating a dey cleaning business. Directing music has never 
James is B6. yem's eld and Louise ·b~en a challenge for Pulliam. 
is. 85.. Leving people is what J?.e works 

They keep g&ing because they on, he e~lained. 
enjoy people, they eJr,plained·, · He never lets ·a· person hold 
and enjoy their church service. anything against him if he 

"I don't need ~y pay because knows about it, he said. He 
I'm not worth it," James said doesn't think it's wise for folks 
with a grin. in churches, especially church 

West Shiloh was without a . - leaders, to ignore a disagree-
pastor for about a year until JAMES AND LOUISE Pulliam stand outsipe First Baptist Chufctt, ment they've had with someone 
recently. So the PulJj.ams felt the Bolivar, where they served _for many years on the staff and still serve_ in the church. Even if the other 
cofigtegation needed their help as senior adult coordinators. The couple also serve at West Shiloh person is in the wrong according 
despite the commute of 84 miles Baptist Church, Sfantomiille, where James Is bivocational minister of to most people, Pulliam "culti
round trip from their home. music. He is the 2006 Bivoqationaf Staff Minister of the .Year of the Ten- vates them," he described, until 
They travel there usually once a · nessee Baptist Convention. . the relationship is mended. 
week, on Suridays. They will to do without these people," said choir at First, Bolivar. ''You've got to get along. Life 
travel to- the ~hurch also on James, :referring to the fGlks at He may have gained his is too short," he observed. 
Wednesday nights to prepare the two congregations they musical ability from his family. Louise s~d she has learned 
the Christmas-music. serve. James also directs the Botb. his father and brother ·frGm her ministry that Baptist 

''We· .wouldn't ha,i\!:e anythi;n.g GoideD. Sounds, a senier ,adult we:re music directGrs of·churGh- leaders should be organized, use 
people, and let somebody else 
get _the credit. James added that 
church leaders also should try to . ' 

put people "at ease," sometimes 
/ 

. ~ 

u N I O . N u N · t v E R S . I T y p R E s E N T s -even taking the blame for a mis
take rather ·than correcting 
them in front of others. 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CONFERENCE YOU COULD ATTEND IN 2007 

Paige Patterson 

UNION--
uNivERsrTv 

E A T u A I G 

Timothy George David S. Dockery 

Consider Baptist Identity with some of the ~nomi~ati~n) ~ top leaders 
and thinkers.-Join us on the campus ofUnwn UntverS1ty zn jackson) Tennessee 

· for this important event. 

Co-Sponsored by the Carl F.H. Henry Center for Christian Leadership 
and the R G. Lee Center for Christian Ministry 

February' 15-17, 2007 ·$50/person (includes three meals) 

Register online uu.edu/events/baptistidentity or call 731.661.5160 

He thinks Christians and 
Baptists should use a ''blended 
style"· of music to meet the needs 
of older and younger folks. He 

·· has advocated for better salaries 
for instrumentalists. And he is a 
proponent of singing from mem
ory_ 

At .First, he led the choir in 
_presenting the Christmas por
tion of the "Messiah'' and a 

· Christmas tree presentation 
in.volvin.g about 75 choir mem
bers for several years. He also 
has led churches who prefer 
·southern Gospel music. That's 
their style and it isn 't his job to 
"go against them," or "bring in" a --
style of music, he said. 

"In every one of the churches 
[I have served] I have wanted to 
be one of them," said Pulliam. 

If he did introduce different 
styles of music, he would do it 
gradually, he added. 

Baptist churches can be dif
ferent, he said. "We're Baptist 
and we're supposed to be differ
ent. We're not supposed to fit in 
a moM .. " 

The couple is so thankful for 
their ''boys," they call them, who 
came through First and its 
youth choir and were called into 
full-time ministry. They named 
about five men currently serv
ing churches. 

The Pulliams have also 
served First Baptist Church, 
Middleton, twice; First, Bolivar, 
twice; Hornsby Baptist Church, 
Hornsby; Maple Springs Baptist 
Church, Medon; Malesus Bap
tist Church, Jackson; Zion Bap~ 
tist Church, Brownsville; and 
First Baptist Church. Adams
ville. 

"The most exciting thlng in 
the world to do is what rve 
been doing. I've been blessed 
beyond measure," said James 
Pulliam. ':1 

• 
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Gambling wins in 
three states; 
loses in two 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Residents of 
Ohio, Rhode Island, and Nebr as
ka said no to gambling meas
ures Nov. 7 although gambling 
a<lvocates outspent their oppo
nents by millions on the cam
paign trail. 

Voters in South Dakota, how
ever, failed to repeal video lot
tery, while Arkansas lifted a 
s tatewide ban on charitable 
bingo and raffle games. 

In Ohio, a proposed constitu
tional amendment known as 
Issue 3 would have allowed up 
to 31,500 slot machines at nine 
sites, including seven racetracks 
and two non-track locations in 
Cleveland. Issue 3 lost by a 56-· 
44 percent margin. 

Rhode Islanders defeated by 
a 63-percent mar6 n a referen
dum that would have allowed a 
casino in West Warwick operat
ed by the Narragansett Indians 
and Harrah's Entertainment 
Inc. The defeat came despite a 
campaign in favor of the casino 
in excess of $15 million. 

Nebraska voters said no to 
video keno in a 61-39 percent 
decision. 

In South Dakota 67 percent 
of voters rejected a repeal of 
video lottery known as Initiated 
Measure 7. 

In Arkansas, voters approved 
Constitutional Amendment 1 to 
lift a ban on charitable bingo _ 
and raflle games in the state. 
The amendment restricts the 
games to authorized nonprofit 
groups that have existed for five 

years, including religious, edu
cational, veterans, and civic 
organizations. 

With 75 percent of precincts 
reporting, 70 percent of voters 
approved the amendment. a 

Pro-life efforts 
lose three states 
Baptist Press 

PIERRE, S.D. - The 
nation's most ambitious attempt 
to restrict abortion in the past 
33 years was turned back in the 
Nov. 7 election, as voters 
repealed a ban passed last win
ter by the state legislature. 

The referendum known as 
Referred Law 6 was defeated by 
a 56-44 percent margin, the sec
retary of state.'s office reported. 
The measure gathered approxi
mately 186,000 votes opposed to 
the ban .while nearly 149,000 
voters supported it: 

Combined with the failure to 
·enact parental notification laws 
in California and Oregon, the 
pro-life movement suffered 
three key setbacks on Nov. 7. 

In California, Proposition 85 
lost by a 54-46 percent margin, 
with more than 2.9 million 
votes in favor and 3.5 million 
against. It would have required 
parents to be notified 48 hours 
before a minor could obtain an 
abortion. 

Oregon's State· Ballot' Mea
sure 43 also would have 
required a 48-hour notice to par
ents of any girl 15 to 17 (state 
law requires parental consent · 
for any medical procedure on 
children under 15). It lost by an 
identical 54-46 percent, with 
nearly 416,000 votes in favor 
and 482,000 in opposition. a 

State voters overwhelmingly ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

''Thank you, Tennessee Bap
tist churches, for educating peo
ple about Christian marriage 
and the significance of this 
amendment. Assuredly, :prayer 
strengthened us in the cam
paign for this moral triumph. 
May we now be fervent in 
thanking God for His faithful
ness," Porch continued. 

The marriage amendment 
drew strong support in all four 
of the state's metropolitan areas 
with Hamilton. County (Chat
tanooga) topping the list with 
80.1 percent. Shelby County 
(Memphis) was second at 79.7 
percent; Knox County (Knox
ville), third, with 71.5 percent; 
and Davidson County (Nash
ville), fourth, at 68 percent. 

Among the eight states con-" 
sidering p1arriage amendments, 
Arizona was the only state to 
apparently reject the proposal. 
As of Nov. 9, the vote stood at 
48.6 percent voting yes and 51.4 
percent voting no, with votes 
remaining to be counted in two 
counties. 

States approving marriage 
amendments included: 

• Colorado - 55.7-44.3 per
cent with 88 percent of precincts 
reporting; 

• Idaho - 63-37 percent with 

90 percent of precincts report
mg; 

• South Carolina - 78-22 
percent with 99 percent report-
• I • 

mg; 
• South Dakota - 52-48 per-

cent; · · 
• Virginia - 57-43 percent; 

and 
• Wisconsin - 59-41 percent . 
Previously 20 states had 

approved marriage amend
ments, but a state court later 
overturned the amendm.ent 
approved by voter~ ir) Hawaii. 
Approval by the seven addition
al states brings the total num
ber of states with amendments 
to 26. 

Porch warned Tennessee 
Baptists that additional attacks 
on Christian values are likely to 
surface. 

"Let us not allow this vote to 
cause us to become apathetic 
toward the reality that Christ
ian values are under attack in 
our society. We must be vigilant 
and we must be willing to stand 
up and be counted." 

Porch said the TBC "will seek 
to keep you informed as issues 
arise in our state that require 
our attention and our voices. Let 
us learn from this vote that we 
can make a difference when we 
stand together." a 

Elfqrts to legalize 
marijuana fail 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Voters 
defeated three pro-manJuana 
measures Nov. 7 that would 

have legalized use of the drug in 
three states - Colorado, Neva
da, and South Dakota. . 

Barrett Duke, a staff member 
\vith the Southern Baptist 
Ethics & Religious Liberty Com
mission, noted: "'Despite the 
plays on people's emotions, the 

majority of voters reco 
that it is fooh$h to \\--eakeJ 

on marijuana u, n~ . Mar 
is a ~ery dang~rou$ drut 
thing we can do to help p 
access to it will result in 
lives being spared it.s 
ti\'e eff-ects." Duke said. 

• 

Generosity: 
it's the operative word at BapU 

Channeling the fruits of our labor back 
our community has become an amazing $ 

million achievement. That's how much Bar 
con t ributed back to the communtttes 
serve through grants. charity care, free he 

screenings and more. In 2005, we introdu 
our Baptist Operation Outreach health c 

van, a ministry that pro vides acute 

primary care free of c harge to Memphl 
without permanent housing. Through 
partnership with Christ Community He 

Services, the van staff accommodated 1. 
patient visits and provided free medicat 
to 80 percent of those patients. To learn n 

or to read our 2005 community report. piE 

visit www.baptistonline.org. 
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Biblical Solutions for Life 
A Service of ~ Chrl.stlan Stores 

. 
Tennessee Baptists, 

America's #1 Church Bus Dealer 
has some deals for you I 

• 15 passenger buses (no COL required) • Rental buses 
• Over 100 new & used buses ·in stock • Trade-ins welcome 
• Van replacement vehicles • 15 to 46 passenger buses 

• 15 Passengers 18-29 Passengers 

. - 29-41 Passengers · 30-46 Passengers 

Stock No. 
26244 
26287 
26063 
25429 
26222 
265200 

Buses are 
provided lor 
UfeWayby 

Monthly Specials 
Year 
2006 
2007 
2006 
2005 
2006 
2000 

Make 
Ford /Starcraft 
Fod /Giaval 
Ford / Starcraft 
Ford / ElDorado 
Ford / Starcraft 
Chev/ EIDorado 

Prtu~klilt, TN 

Caoacjty 
14 

, 

45 w/ Removable Row 
2 5 w I Rear Luggage 
26 
15 w/ Rear Luggage • 
17 + 2 Wheelchairs 

Price 
S39,990 
S97,430 
SS6,280 
S47,920 
S46,530 
S23,900 

lDcredlblc U4•Jda6 
Pikes! 

Go to: carpenterbus.c 
Then click 

'Liquicb.te' buaar 

~--------------------------------
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Trust q~ 

Causes Ben~fited by TBF 
0~ 

• 
Cooperative Program · 

Special Project Grants 

College Scholarships 

Seminary Scholarships 
-

Church Building Loans 

Associations 

Churches 

Estate Planning 

Charitable Trusts 

Woman's Missionary Union 

Christian Women's Job Corps 

Carson N~wman tollege 

Belmont University 

Union University 

Harrison-Chilhowee 

Adult Homes 

Children~s Homes 

International Missions 

Lottie Moon 
. 

North American Missions 

Annie Armstrong , 

Tennessee Missions 

Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Cooperative Program Endowment 

Baptist & Reflector Endowment 

Touch Tomorrow Today Endowment 

Other Baptist Causes 

Management of Funds 

Permanent Memorial Funds 

Endowment Funds 

Income distributed Nov. 1, 2005- Oct. 30,2006-$4,412,997 
• 

Reinvested 
$692,978 

16% 

Colleges & Universities 
$576,536 

4% 

Cooperative Program 
$336,120 

Other Baptist Causes 
$602,240 

Missions 
$153,304 

19% 

Scholarships 
$290,982 

Benevolent Institutions 
$832,432 

' 

• 

Beneficiaries of Trusts 
$928,405 

serri•g T~mnessee B•P'"" Slnu 1938 

·Building a Strong Financial Foundation for Ministry and Missions 

t.SOO.SS:!-4644, (61S) ~71-2029 
www.tbfoundation.org 
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Church Health 
Resources 
Matters 

Your state missionary staff exists for the purpose of r I Making Christ' Known by Serving Churches. Please 
contact us at ·1-800-558-2090 if we can help you or 

your church in any way. 
If you have a ministry need and ·do not know who to 

call, please contact the following members of your state 
missionary staff. 

James Porch · 
TBC executive director-treasur~r · .......... (615) 371-2090 

Phyllis Bates 
Executive Leadership 

administrative assistant ......................... ( 615) 3 71-2092 

Gary Rickman 
Ministry coordinator ........................... (615) 371-2020 

William Maxwell 
Administrative director ... : ..................... (615) 371-2024 

COOPERAnVE PROGRAM 

Your state missionary staff is also available to speak 
at your church about the work of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. If you would like a state 
missions speaker to come to your church or 
Cooperative Program materials to distribute to your 
church, please contact Gary Rickman at (615) 371-
2020 or e-mail grickman@tnbaptist.org. 

"Building healthy churches empowered by tiJe presence of G. 

By fames Porch 

The ministry of the One. Servant 

Family rev~lves continually around the idea of 

connecting with churches. , 

, On a daily basis, literally seven days a 

week, churches extend to ·us opportunities to 

be involved in their local efforts for kingdom 

advancement. Our seven primary points of 

focus (evangelism, missions, discipleship, 

fellowship, worship, prayer, and ministry) 

assist us in combating the temptation of 

distraCtion as we intentionally respond to 

each church with a consciousness of the 

uniqueness of each lo€al community of faith. 

In turn, such mind-set directs and 

. drives our energies in honoring the local 

church. Connecting magnifies an aggressive 

desire to establish and nurture healthy 

relationships with church members, pastors, 
• 

and other staff members. 
I 

• 

Today's local church encoum 

ever growing number of challengc 

cannot plead exemption from any allw 
1 

of a secular s~ciety. Being Chri: 

responsive to the Holy Spirit, active in 

Commission pursuits, binding up the h 
hu~anity, maintaining fervency in 

helpi~g folk be· real in a world of hyp 

plus many unmentioned ministries, a 

to a gigantic local church responsibility 

The One Servant Family l 

Tennessee Baptist Convention Exe 

Board seeks to connect with Tennessee 

churches that together we 

Christ's kingdom. 

This week's issue pr• 

. iqformation__for your church to connec 

your state missionary staff. (\s we connt 
take a step closer to experiencing a dy 
·movement of healthy churches empowe 

t~e presence of God. 

We welcome your calls . 

Messengers To R!CtJve a Free Gift 
If you are atten<ling the Baptist ~·· 

Meeting on Nov. 14-15 at Belkt ue Bapdst Cit~ 
come by the Beard ~ in ate UJSplay 
receive a free~ 



- Baptis_~ & 
Re ector: 

The o ficial news_ journal of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. The 

& Reflector is published· 47 weeks of the year, bringing editorials, 
stories, regional Baptist news, weekly Sunday School lessons, 
news stories, and more. Church Health Matters ~s a weekly feature 

lfJatm.sz & Reflector. Two pages each issue focus on various aspects 
health. What's more, Church Health Matters provides even more . . 
appropriate information to help build strong, healthy churches 

For more information or to subscribe to the Baptist & 
, contact Susie Edwards ·ar 1-800-558-2090, ext. 2003, or e-mail 

sedwards@tnbaptist.org. 

TeD: Otherwise 
known as the Tennessee 

Electronic ·Database. TeD is 
the repository for the statistical 

J and leadership information, 
provided each year by 

Resource Directo_ry: A 
comprehensive reference guide that contains 
information about the many resources and services 
available through the TBC state missionary staff. It 
contains the telephone numbers of Tennessee 
Baptist churches, directOrs of missions, and the 

state missionary staff. A special feature is the Services Directory (yellow 
pages), where names and telephone numbers are listed topically by 
concerns and interests. In addition, the Resource Directory provides a list of 
toll-free numbers; a list of Southern Baptist Convention related web site 
addresses; photo directories of the directors of associationcJ missions and 
the state missionary staff, as well as other data of general interest on 
Tennessee Baptist life. For more information or to receive a copy of the 
resource directory, contact Nicki Brooks at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 2045, or 
e-mail nbrooks@tnbaptist.org. 

an • 

churches. This is the first year 
that churche~ were provided user 

names and passwords to go 
online and enter their s u ·ces 

TBC journal: 
Sometimes referred to as 
"the Annual,'' the Journal 

contains the proceedings of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention annual meeting. The journal includes 
statistical information for churches in each 
association, listi~gs of the Executive Board 
Ministries staff, including collegiate ministers, 
directors of missions, TBC institutions and 
agencies. The journal also contains the addresses of 
all TBC pastors, churches, retired pastors, and 
other ministers. For more information about the 
TBC journal, contact Linda Estey at 1-800-588-
2090, ext. 2088, or e-maillestey@tnbaptist.org . 

• 
\l . . . 

!LUICU chutrch data di.rectly into TeD. This data 
into TeD by a church is immediately 
to the association and state offices, and 

r« -.--.·r data may be updated by churches ye~
In previous years, data entry was done at the 

le_vel and the state offices, and it could 

E. e y Churc 
Offic·e Needs 

months to complete. Once the data is 

d, churches can print o~lt reports includ)ng 
t year Annual Church Profile statistics, church 
profiles, and a multi-year digest that provides 
. ary for the church's ACP data for many years. 
ical data collected in TeD can be used by 
1es to help identify strengths and weaknesses in 
ocal ministry. For more information about TeD, 
:t Libby Eaton at (800) 558-2090, ext. 1997, or 

leaton@tnbaptist.org. 

• 

1-800-5 58-2090: The toll-free number 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention. This number is 
available from 7:30a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, Central Standard Time. You can bypass the ~ain 
switchboard by calling any member of tke state 
missionary staff directly. Those extensions are available 

· online at www. mbaptist.org, click on the Contact Us 
tab at the top of the page, and select Staff Directory. Your 

missionary staff exists for the purpose of Making Christ Known '? 
zg Church~s. Please contact us if we can help you or your church m 

• 

• 

~. tnbaptist.0r2: The official web site and online 
resource guide for the ministries and events offered by the TBC. The 
TBC web site includes a calendar database of events, database of ministries 
and services, staff directory including contact numbers and e-mail 
addresses, news and events, association links, church database with 
contact information, and much more. For more information about the 
TBC web site, contact Mike Salva acl-800-558-2090, ext. 1989, or e

mail msalva@mbaptist.org. 

Church Health Matters 
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C-N students help 1 turn the lights on' in Mexico 
By Andrew Glibbery 
For BapUst and Reflector 

JEFFERSON CITY - Money was 
extremely tight at a faith-based mission 
in Matamoros, Mexico this past summer. 
The average electric bill was $400, but, 
the mission staff managed to pay it each 
month. That was until July, when the bill 
jumped up to $2,250. The electric com
pany said that somebody was probably 
stealing the power but it was the mis
sion's problem, not t heirs. 

While all of this was going on, Carson
Newman student Jon Trevor was serving 
as the summer mission director there. 
This problem prompted him to do some
thing about it. When he returned to C-N 
for the fall semester, he and some of his 
friends started a fund called "Turn the 
Lights on in Mexico" to help raise aware
ness of the mission's . struggles and 
needs. 

Over fall break, Trevor, Stacy Hawley, 
· Matt De Rose, and Katy McBroom 
packed up and headed down to the mis
swn. 

"As I began to talk about it with my 
friends, the trip began to take shape," 
said Trevor, who had planned to make 
the trip alone. "I still. wanted to go be 
with tP.e family, but now that my friends 
were going, I wanted them to be able to 
experience some of the things that I had 
this past summer. I wanted to see them 
stretched and growi~g. I wanted it to be a 
time in which not only could we encour
age Christian growth in the lives of those 

we ministered to, but that God would 
shape and mold our lives as well." 

They made tbe 18-hour drive down to 
Matamoros, just across the border from 
Brownsville, Texas, meeting with mis
sionary David Garza and his family. With 
them they brought $700, some of which 
they had raised and some of that out of 
their pockets. 

"God worked . in several hearts, and 
people would just come up and give us 
money to help with the trip," said Trevor 
of the love gift. "Friends gave, friends' 
families gave, and friends of friends gave. · 
The response was completely unexpect
ed; I figured that we would go solely on 
the money we had.in our pockets." 

They stayed Friday, Saturday, and 
headed back Sunday at midnight. In the 
short period of time, the group was able 
to do a lot of work, in~luding finishing a 
painting project on the chapel and repair 
work on one of the storage sheds. They 
also spent time working with local kids 
and leading worship services in what had 
once been a chicken coup. · 

The student group left Mexico, but not 
before leaving their impact on the people 
there. 

"This summer I got to lead a kid 
named Daniel to Christ," recalled Trevor. 
"Even after accepting Christ he still 
struggled with the pain and depression of 
not being with his family and not being 
able to get to the States. We built a very 
strong bond over the summer and many · 
tears were shed when I had to leave at 
the end of the summer. He was very 

- -------------------------------------------------------"";' 

CARSON-NEWMAN student Matt De Rose shares his faith with women and chh 
at a mission in Matamoros, Mexico. He was one of four C-N students to take a tJ 
day mission trip to the center during the college's fill/ .break in October. - Pho1 
Katy McBroom 

young in his faith, and I did not know 
' how he would fare. He was coming from a 

life of alcohol, cocaine, and other stimu
lants and the guys he used to hang 
around with were still around." 

The fall trip gave the college student 
hope. 

"When I went back down the whole 
compound looked great," smiled Trevor. 
''Daniel is living there now and taking 
care of it. He seemed so happy and had 
such a peace about him. I found out that 

\ 

he wants to become a pastor, and 
Sunday he helped lead worship. 
time when we departed there wer 
tears, for he was finally happy 
where God had him. I love how GQd 
care of my brother." 

Trevor continues to raise support 
monitor the situation at the Matan 
mission. CJ - Glibbery writes for 
Orange and Blue, the student news~ 
at Carson-Newman College. The sto 
used with permission. 
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111 Cltvrch Pastor of the Year 

thalli ·leads rural church to be 1 faithful and fruitful' 
tnie Wilkey 
~ and Reflector 

, . 

- Tony Latham is 
~onary at heart. 

only differenee now is 
also has a pastor's 

11wtt~~~t:au ·of se!Ving [,n per-

son on the mission field, Lath
am is pastgr of a rural West 
Tennessee church that has a 
passion ap.? love. for missions. 

For 25 years, ~atham .and 
his . wife, Kathy, served as 
SoutheFn. Baptist missionar
ies in the iF>hili~pines , and 

· a 

bri§ht 
idea· 

for your 

later in the Ukraine. 
Latham was diagnosed with 

a chronic illness in 2001 that 
prevents him frem serying over-· 
seas. "I would still be there if I 
could," he said. 

Mter returning from the 
m.issio:n fieid to his native home 

.. 

:Tennessee Baptist 2007 Camp Dates 

of Jackson, Latham began serv
ing as pastor of Howse Baptist 
Church in Atwood in neighbor
ing Carroll County. 

Returning to the pastorate 
after an absence of almost 25 
years was not an easy adjust
ment for Latham, even though 
he had ·been a pastor several 
years before serving on the mis
sion field. 

~ 

community. "A pastor needs to 
be somewhere for four to five 
years to learn the church before 
attempting much change," he 
said. 

Latham, who serves on the 
Executive Board of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, and 
has been moderator of Carroll
Benton Baptist Association, 
said he was shocked when he 

Prior to his missionary 1earned that he was named 
appointment Latham was pas- Small Church Pastor of the 

~tor of Hickory Grove Baptist Year. 
Church in Trenton and had also He credits his congregation 
served as pastor of churches in for the award. "This is a great 
Maryland and Oklahoma. church. A pastor cannot receive 

"While serving as an IMB a recognition like this without a 
missionary, however, Latham great church behind him," he 
was involved in theological edu- said. . 
cation at seminaries in both the Latham cited the church's 
Philippines and in .the Ukraine. strong love for missions. The 
He holds two ~aster's degrees cburch gives 12 percent of its 
and. a doctor .of philosophy undesignated offerings through 
degree from Southwestern Bap- the Qooperative Program, plus 
tist Theological Seminary in an additional 6 percent ~o Car
Fort Worth, Texas. , roll-Benton Association. The 

Education had become a churcb. also normally exceeds 
major part of his life. 'its goals· for specj.al missions 

Yet, he is convinced. that the offerings. "Our people have a 
Lord led him and his wife to heart for inissions." 
Howse Baptist following their Although the church has 
decision to remain in the States. experienced overall growth in 

As he began to readjust to Latham's five years, he is realis
the ministry of a pastor, doors tic about future growth due to 
opened at . Union University in the church's location. 
Jackson, where he earned his Yet he is convinced that a 
undergraduate degree in 1_968, small church can have an effec~~ ~~- /~~ S?~~ 

-· ~~'1 ~- to ser-ve as an adjunct professor : tiv-e- ministry.~ 
~ 

For boys and girls 3rd-6th grades** 

·March 16, 200~ ........ ~ .. ~ ................ UndenValley. Baptis~ Conference Center 
Held wi.tb Bible Fun FieJd Day 

~ June 25-29, 2007 ......................... t:indenValley Baptist Conference Center 

July 2-6, · 2007 .................... : ......... linden Valley Baptist Conference Center 

• 

f'"~ y f!1\At11 - ;:.~act"" C.affW? ~ 
For stf!dents 6th-12th grades** ' 

March 9-11, 2007 ...................... . LindenValley Baptist Conference Center . ~ 
Sprang Retreat 

July 9-13, 2007 ............................. lindenValley Baptist Conference Center 

• 

.. ~·Ill : 
UNNESSEE aAPTTST CONVENllON 
Making Q,rist Knou'l'l ey Senmg O.urcbe:s 

Have more questions? 
Contad Nancy Hamilton£ (-Gmping Ministry Specialist 

nhomihon@fnbopfist.org, 880.558.2090, extension 2085 
or visit www.tnboptistcamps.org 

of Christian studies. He has told his congregation 
. He readily admits it was not they are not likely to see the 

easy for his family to ~djust to growth that some sister church
life in the United States after es.in nearby towns have experi
spending 25 years on the mis- enced. "For that to happen we 
sion field. "There were so many would have to see an influx of 
changes in o'ur culture," he · people movjng into our area." 
recalled. One of the hardest And while noting it could 
things Lath~ had to get used occur in the next 10 years, Lath-

, to was that Americans "do not am said it is important for the 
have time for anything. chll:l'ch to "be about our task of 

"Americans have less time being the body of Christ in this 
for the organization of the place, faithful and fruitful . 
church than ever before," he "There may be a day when 
acknowledged. this church grows beyond our 

Latham also discovered very greatest expectations, but for 
quickly upon his return that now, we must seek God's face, 
beirig a pastor does not generate listen to His voice, and be obedi
tlie automatic respect that it did ent to His will," Lathru:n said. 
25 years ago. "You have to earn "Even if we are not, then, a 
that respect," he said. y church large in numbers, we 

And Latham is convinced can still hear Jesus say, Well 
that the only way a pastor can done, good and faithful ser 
ao that is to plant himself in the -vants.' " 0 

PASTOR TONY LATHAM stands outside Howse Baptist Church, 
Atwood, where he has served for the past ffve years. Latham is the 
2006 Small Church Pastor of the Year. 

• 

, 
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A bride's foundational 
mistake is not taking note of and 
accepting the fact that God makes 
men in three different types or 
images, just like His own nature
that of the Godhead. Which type 
is your man? 

God the Father i£ dominant
sovereign and in command. 
He created a few men who are 
like him in this aspect; ~hey 
are Command Men, bom with 
more than the average share of 
male dominance and, seemingly, 
a deficit in gentleness. '"fhey 
are often ch9sen by other men 
to be military commanders, 
politicians, preachers, and heads 
of corporations. Command Men 
see life as if they were on a high 
mountain; they look at the big 
picture, rather than individual, 
personal needs. Commancf Men 
show little tolerance. They are 
not as intimate. or vulnerable as 
the average man in sharing their 
personal feelings or vocations 
with their wives. As a King 
n~eds a Queen, a Command Man 
wants a faithful wife to share· 
his fame and glory. Without a 
woman 's admirati~.Q., the glories 
of his victories are muted. With 
knowledgeable handling by an 
admiring wife, a Command Man, 
over the years, can become more 
yielding and gentle. In time, his 
adoring wife will discover all the 
secret portals to ~is heart. 

If you are married to a ''king," 
honor and reverence is something 
you !]JUSt give hjm on a daily 
basis if you want him to be a 
benevolent, honest, strong, and 
fulfilled man of God. He has the 
potential to become an amazing 

· leader when he knows you 
have made it yo~ life's goal to 
become his queen. 

God the Holy Spirit is 
visionary, omniscient and 
fQcused on carrying out his plans. 
Some of you are married to men 
who bear this image .. That is who 
they are, movers and shakers, 
changers and dreamers. These 
men can get the entire family 
upset about peripheral issues, 

•such as: Should.we participate 

• 
0 

0 • 

• 

Every young bride has a preconceived notion of '"'hat her husband should 

be like. When she realizes that he fails to meet that standard, she spends 

the remainder of their marriage trying to change him. by Debi Pearl 

in Christmas? Should we use 
state marriage licenses? The 
issues may be serious and worthy 
of one's commitment, but, in 
va~ing degre~s, these men 
have tunnel vision, tenaciously 
focusing on single issues. . 
They will be noticeably more 
subjective, concerned· about 
feelings, moods, and spiritual 
insights. Visionaries are often 
gifted men or inventors. These 
men are street preachers, 
political activists, organizers 
and instigators of any front- . 
line social issue. They love 
confrontation, and hate the status 
quo. "Why leave it the way it is 
when you can change it?" The 
Visionary is consumed with a 
need to communicate with his 

' words, music, writing, voice, 
art, or actions. He is the-"voice 
crying out in the wilderness," 
striving to change the way 
human~ty is behaving or thinking. 
Every Mr. Visionary needs a ' 

good, wise, prudent, and stable 
wife who has a positive outle>ok 
on life. If this is your man,. you 
need to learn how to be flexible, 
and to remember always to be 
loyal to him. This man will be 
miserable if you try to-put him 
in a box and tame him. On the 
other hand, you will be amazed ~ 

at how good and adventuresome 
life with him. can be if you learn 
to just go with the flow-his flow. 
Over time, this type of man will 
become more practical, but, for 
now, let your dreamer dream and 
enjoy the ride with him. 

God the Son, Jesus Christ, 
is faithful and steady, caring, 
providing- the same yesterday, 
today, and forever, our faithful , 
High Priest. A much larger 
number of men are created in that 
image. The Steady Man does not 
make snap decisions or spend 
his last dime on a new idea, 
and he doesn't try to tell other 
people what to do. He avoids 
controversy. Like_ the other two 

• types, being married to a Steady 
Man has its rewards and its trials. 
On the good side, your husband 
never puts undue pressure on 

you to perform miracles. You 
do not spend your days putting 
out emotional fires. The women 
married to Visionary Men look at 

"I have never reviewed 
su~b an incredible, 
life-changing book." 

- Deborah Wuehler, Devotionat Editor 

The Old Schoolhouse Magazine 

you in wonder that your husband 
seems so balanced and stable. 

• 
The wife of a Command Man 
marvels af the free time you 
seem to have. When you are 
married to a ·man who· is steady 
and cautious, and you have a 
bit of. the impatient romantic in 
you, you may not see his worth 
and readily honor him. You 
may be discontented because 
he is slow and cautious to take 
autbority. He seems to freely 
let people use him. There are· 
times when you wish he would 
boldly tell you what to d0, so 
you·would not have to carry all 
the burden of decision-making. 
He will be confused with your 
unhappiness and try to serve you 
even more. Typically, Steady 
Men do not become as well
known as Command or Visionary 
Men. They are neither irritating 
nor particularly magnificent. 
Women and men alike often envy 
and even desire a Command • 
Man. People are drawn to and 

-... 

compelled by the Visionar) ldan. 
Yet, of the three types, All: SteacJy 
is the one that will be most liked 
by everyone; he is always in 
demand. He belongs to people.· 
He does not focus on the eternal, 
mountain-top, panoramic picture 
like Mr. Command, nor is he 
looking through a microscope as 
Mr. Vzsionary does, but he does 
re~pect both views as important. 
His vision is as a man seeing 
life jus.t as it is. He is a bridge 
between the other two types of 

· men. Mr. Steady s wisdom and 
steadfastness bring stability to 
the Church, tp.e community, 
and the nation. Thus, he needs a 
resourceful, hardworking woman 
who is characterized by dignity 
and. honor. It is important to 
Mr. Steady that his wife be self
sufficient in performing all the 
mundane 1aiks of daily liv ing. If 
you are married to Mr. Steady, let 
him become the servant of God 
he was destined to become- a 
foot-washer just like Jesus. 
When you ·come to know your 
man for whom God created him 
to be, you will stop trying to 
change him by tailoring him into 
what you think be should be. A 
wise woman will seek to know 
her man, to learn exactly how 
God has equipped him to be her 
husband and the father of their 
children. The husband of such a 
woman will be greatly blessed, 
and will, accordingly, bless God 
for giving her to him as his wife. 

You have just read a condensed excerpt of this 

300-page bo_ok that has already blessed over 150,000 

families. Order your copy today. 

Single Book: $12.00 plus $5.50 S&B 

Unbroken Box or 24 Books: $172.80 

plus $17.28 S&B (40% discount per 

book). Send check or money order, 

No Greater Joy Ministries, 

1000 Pearl Roa~ Pleasaotvill~ 

TN 37033, or visit www.nogreaterjoy.org 

TN residents must include 9.5~osales tax. 

Offer good in USA only. 
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1nsas Baptists 
rove lasll ~ , 
e report 
tted Baptist Press 

1'LE ROCK, Ark. - Mes- . 
s to the 153rd annual 

of the Arkansas Baptist 
.....,v._.vention approved a 

task force report that 
recommendations to 

Executive Board 
,!nP,!;I_ increase the percent-

Cooperative. Program 
forw-arded to Southern 
tConvention causes, and 
·bringing the Arkansas 
News, currently a con-

~'I'DIV - PASTOR 
r.,,..,.on,:at•r'n of First Baptist 

of Philadelphia is seek-
11-time pastor. Inquires 

may be sent to 
Church, P.O. Box 

uaaJelpnlta TN 37846 or by 
hiUrn.@ loudpncounty.-: 

............... • • • • 
Japtilst Church of Ruther

,, ........ , is seeking a full-time 
Please send resumes to 
Search Committee, c/o 

Bel;_e~. 113 Waldunn 
•tho,rtnr'N- TN 38369. 

Baptist Church, 
Tenn., is now accepting 

'or a full-time pastor 
Applicants must meet 

qualifications. GCBC is a 
missionary Baptist 

located in East Ten
hear Cumberland Gap. 
send resumes to Cecil 
1~0 YoFkshi.re Dr., Harro-

37752. ......... ~ .... • • • • 
of a senior pastor for a 

rn-~»IZ€td Southern Baptist 
Please send a resume to 

arn1o Baptist Church, P.O. 
Anderson, SC 29622. 

- .MUSIC 

tnn., is currently accepting 
es for a full-time minister 
~irJmn'lilv Send resumes to 
·~n,tinn of the Search Com
, First Baptist Church, 619 

St., McKenzie, TN 

INISTRY- STUDENT 
3aptist Strawberry Plains, 
Is searching for a full-time 

er of students with addi
administrative duties. 

~ send resume and refer
to First Baptist, P.O. Box 
Strawberry Plains, TN 
, Attn: Personnel Commit-

STRV- COMBINATION 
1g associate pastor & min
o students. Full-time posi
,lease submit resumes to 
an Baptist Church, Search 
nittee, 6513 Chapman 

Knoxville, TN 37920, 
aster@meridianbaptist.org. 

vention agency, under the 
Arkansas convention Executive 
Board. 

Each recommendation from 
the Oct. 31-Nov. 1 meeting will 
be referred to other Arkansas 
convention committees or 
boards for further deliberation. 

The 837 messengers also 
authorized the Arkansas con
vention Executive Board and its 
officers to huild a Baptist build
ing in a new location if the exist
ing building in downtown Little 
Rock sells. The potential reloca
tion results from the donation of 
five acres of land in West Little 
Rock by an anonymous Baptist 
deacon and hinges upon the 
start of construction as soon as 
possible. The land was 
appraised at just under $1 mil
lion. 

For a second year, messen
gers also approved giving 
agency status to the Arkansas 
Baptist Assembly at Siloam 
Sprin.gs. Because- the action 
involved a change to the conven
tion's Articles of Incorpor.ation, 
it required passage at twe con
seclltive conventions. 

Evans. Plant Farm 
Quality 

Poinsettias 
foryolir 
church 

Pick Up 
or 

Delivery 

Serving Middfe TN 
Murfreesboro 

. (615) 895-5990 

Other business included a 
slight revision to the Coopera
tive Program unified budget for
mula and adoption of a 2007 
Cooperative Program budget of 
more than $20 million. Min
istries within Arkansas will 
receive 58.23 percent and SBC 
ministries will receive '41.77 

~ percent of 2007 Cooperative 
Program receipts. 

In other business, :recom
mendations from a n.ine-mem
ber task force, appointed in 
early 2005 to study Baptis't( life, 
included a· request that the 
Executive Board consider 
"more effective ways of commu
nicating" Arkansas convention 
services and ministries to 
churches. 

Another recommendation 
asked that the president of the 
Executive Board and the ·presi
dent of the Arkansas Baptist 
News board each appoint a com
mittee of no more than three 
board members, including them
selves, to discuss the possibility 
of merging the Arkansas Baptist 
News and the Vl-Sion publication 
under the Executive Board min
istries of the state convention. 
The committee will be appointed 
and a meeting likely will be 
scheduled in early 2007. . 

The referral recommenda
tions passed with a scattering of 
no votes. 

Additionally, messengers re
elected Harry Black, a Washing
ton-Madison Baptist Association 

Attention Ministers of Music: Dealer Representatives 
are needed in select~d areas to handle product 
sales to- churches. Exceltent earning potential with 
flexible hours,. Send resume by e-mail to marke
ting@ murphy robes.com or fax to (727) 526-352·8. 

missionary, to a second term as 
conventi.on president. 0 

Association ousts 
church with female 

• assoc1ate pastor 
Baptist Press 

MOBILE, Ala. - Hillcrest 
Baptist Church here recently 
was ousted from the Mobile 
Baptist Association by an over
whelming vote on the grounds 
tha~ the church's hiring a female 
associate pastor violated the 
association's membership guide
lines. 

The action, which passed 
204-44 at the association's 
annual meeting Oct. 19 at 
Dauphin Way Baptist Church in 
Mobile, followed the recommen
dation of the association's execu
tive committee to disaffiliate 
with Hillcrest Baptist. At issue 
was Ellen Sims' positio~ as asso
ciate pastor, a \ t itle Bill Whit
field, chairman of the associa .. 
t ion's membership committee, 
said is "interchangeable" with 
sepior pastor in Scripture and 
thus at odds with the associa
tion's adherence to the 2000 
Baptist Faith & Message. 

Leaders of the Mobile' associ
ation called the first meeting 
with Dudley Wilson, Hillcrest's 
pastor, two months ago after 
learning of Sims' new role, 
which sh e assumed officially 
Aug. 1. During the meeting, Hill
crest leaders were presented 
with the opportunity to with
draw before the committee rec
ommended disaffiliation. 

"We met with them and it 
became very obvious throughout 
the meeting that they were 

Have you been to 

your Tennessee Baptist 

Conference Centers lately? 

www.carsonsprings.org 
www.lindenvalley .org 

~ CarsonSprings 
_2 andlindenValley 

BAPTIST CONFERENCE CENTERS 

CarsonSprings 1 .an _704.6336 • lindenValley 1 an .354:6336 

using the Baptist Faith & Mes
sage ... in a creed like way," Wil
son said. "We realized quickly 
that they had settled in their 
minds that pastor and associate 
pastor were synonymous." 

Hillcrest members felt that 
the decision to choose a female 
associate pastor was done in the 
tradition of the autonomy of 
Baptist churches, Wilson said. 

But associational leaders felt 
that it likewise was within the 
autono.my of the association to 
require its members to adhere to 
its guidelines, said Whitfield , 
who serves as minister of senior 
adults at Dauphin Way Baptist 
Church. 

"This was not an ugly fight. 
_ We didn't argue, debate, or com

plain . . . . We didn't want to 
withdraw because we had no 
reason to withdraw," Wilson 
said. ''Ultimately I asked the 
question, 'If she bore the title of 
minister of congregational 
development, we would not be 
having this conversation, would 
we?'" 

According to Wilson, the 
answer was no. 

Whitfield confirmed that 
answer. ''We ~ncouraged them to 
change the title. We told them 
they were outside the guide
lines," he s_aid. 0 

Budget in N.M. 
fops $4 million 
for fi;st time 
Baptist Press 

CLOVIS, N.M. - Messengers 
to the annual meeting of the 
Baptist Convention of New Mex
ico approved a record budget of 
$4.1 minion during sessions 
held here Oct. 24-25. 

The 411 registered messen
gers, the highest attendance at 
an annual meeting since 1994, 
elected Rick Sullivan, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Artesia, as 
president. 

Resolutions were passed 
that included opposition to 
gambling and its expansion in 
the state, urging prayer "in 
jesus~ name," affirming the bib
lical view of marriage and sup
port of passage of a marriage 
protection act in the state, and 
opposition to embryonic stem 
cell J!esearch. 0 

BAPTISTRIES 
.HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

www.fiberglasschurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATIANOOGA. TN 37415 

New Lower Rates For 
Term Life Insurance! 

Low. low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000 $300,000 

25 $11 .08 $13.39 
35 $11 .35 $13.91 
45 $19.76 $30.45 
55 $42.45 $73.24 
65 $103.46 $194.78 

Please call The Insurance Store 
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free 

1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon..-Sat. 
Le\rel premiums that do not Increase for 
the first 15 years. Wntten by an A+ life 
insurance company. Preferred Male rates 
iflustrated above. Please call for other 
ages and Female rates. 
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Springfield's Babb 
writes second 
book of essays 
Baptist and Reflector 

SPRINGFIELD - Martin 
Babb, associate pastor and min
ister of education at Springfield 
Baptist Chw·ch here has written 
his second book of humorous 
essays entitled It's A Dog Eat 
Dog World 
And Cats Are 
Waiting 
Tables. ~ 

The book 
was released 
Oct. 3 by 
Howard 
Books, a divi
sion of Simon & 
Schuster. 

BABB 

The book is a follow up to his 
first effort, When did Caesar 
Become A Salad and Jeremiah A 
Bullfrog?, also published by 
Howard Books. 

Babb has written numerous 
articles for newspapers and 
magazines and is a former Sun
day School lesson writer for the 
Baptist and Reflector. 

His new book contains 100 
humorous essays with titles 
ranging from "What Would Hap
pen If Beauty Ignored the 
Beast?" to "Does God's Plan 
Have Roaming Charges?" 

"Humor, like Baptists and 
cockroaches, can be found almost 
anywhere," Babb notes. 

The essays, however, are 
more than just humor. Each one 
has a Christian theme or mes
sage woven throughout. 0 

Miss. Baptists OK 
record budget 
Baptist Press 

JACKSON, Miss. - A record 
Cooperative Program budget of 
$33,188,934 - a 5.99 percent 
increase over the current year 
-was approved without opposi-

DEPART JUNE 17 or AUGUST 5, 2007 

··Canadian Rockies 
Tour Offers 

'Cool' Vacation 
Join other Southern Baptists for the most 

11heavenly" sightseeing in the most ptistine and 
beautiful countryside in North America. 

There's more than just the Canadian Rockies on this 
popular Your Man Tours vacation. You'll spend a week in 
the Canadian Rockies and another week across the border 
in the American Northwest. First fly into Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota for a scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. In 
route you' ll visit Fargo and Bismarck, North Dakota; then 
north to Saskatchewan where you'll visit the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police Academy. Your time in the 
Caf!adian Rockies will include daily sightseeing. Highlights 

• 

include Lake ~ouise; Banff National Park; Hoodoos; Bow 
Falls and Cascade Gardens; a SnoCoach ride over the 
Columbia Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta; Kananaskis 
Country; Waterton Lakes National Park and more! Back in 
the U.'S. you'll visit Helena and Billings Montana; Custer's 
battlefield at the Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; 
Wild Bill Hickock and Calamity Jane's Deadwood; Mt. 
Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Mem9rial; legendary 
Badlands National Park; and more! We include round trip 
airfare, motor-coach transportation, 13 nights hotel 
accommodations; we'll meet you upon arrival, handle your 
luggage, and take you on some of the most beautiful 
sightseeing with unsurpassed scenery in North America. 
Prices start at only $1698 per person, double occupancy 
including taxes and round trip airfare from Nashville, 
Knoxville, Memphis or Chattanooga, TN. 

Family and friends are welcome. Space is limited. 
$100 deposits are now due. 

For brochure, infonnation, & reservations call7 days a week: 

'YOUR MAN'' TOURS 
1-800-968-7626 

America's First Choice for travel since 1967! 

tion during the Mississippi Bap
tist Convention's annual meet
ing Oct. 31-Nov. 1 at First Bap
tist Church here. 

Last fall, messengers voted to 
freeze the 2006 CP budget at the 
same level as 2005 due to Hurri
cane Katrina's devastation 

across the southern portion of 
the stat.e in August of 2005. But 
with recovery and rebuilding 
efforts underway, messengers 
signaled a new giving goal. 

The 1,126 registered messen
gers also voted to permanently 
close its Gulfshore Baptist 

A.."-Sembly ncar PnS:. Clu 
and ~en the property after 
completely de ~troyt.>d by a 
hit from Hurricane Katnn 
center will relocat;) 

In other bu$iness. m 
re-elected Grenadn 1 
Clarence Cooper a.~ preside 

Federal Financiar Aid Available 
All Transfer Credit Evaluated 
Experienced Godly Leaders 

• 

UTHER ICE 
UNIVERSITY 

• 

'.&ft.&ft.&. LRU edu ..v• 'WV 'WV • • 

1-800-442-1577 
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I Deaths 
;rady Randolph, 8~, of 
ille, retfred executive 
r of the Kentucky Baptist 
11tion Foundation, Louis
:y., and a former Baptist . 
died Sept. 24. Randolph 

served as the third KBF director 
from 1969-1985. He served in 
the U.S. Maritime Service, a 
branch of the U.S. Coast Guard. 
He joined the staff of Woodmont 
Baptist Church, Nashville, as an 
associate pastor in 1947. He 
graduated from Peabody Col-

lege, Nashville, and he helped 
Woodmont Baptist establish a 
miSSion, which eventually 
became Glenwood Baptist 
Church, Nashville. He was called 
in 1952 as Glenwood's first pas: 
tor and served the church until 
1955. Receiving a de~ee from 

••• without leaving Tennessee ••• 

' 

Kady 
Oao-Bai, 
Ivory 
Coast 

• 
Sarah 
Cook, 
Zimbab-

Marshal 
lawson, 
Togo 

Kenya; Hyun 
South Korea; 

Akua Addo, Ghana 

Tile King's Academy is the K-12 boarding/day school division of 
HARRISON CHILHOWEE BAPTIST ACADEMY 

Tennessee Baptist Convention's oply Elementary/Secondary Educational Institution 

Jenne 

Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in 1954, he later 
accepted calls to pastor churches 
in Louisville, Ky. and Harris
burg, Ill. He also served as direc
tor of missions in Lexington, Ky. 
Following his retirement with 
the KBF, he worked for the 
Annuity Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (now Guide
Stone). He is survived by his 
wife, June; o:ne son, Wayne Ran
dolph, associate mjnjst er, music 
and worship, Second Baptist 
Church, Memphis; two daugh
ters, and four grandchildren . 

Ur( es 
+ Round Lick Baptist 

Church, Watertown, sent 23 
volunteers recent ly to complete 
renovat ions, landscaping, and 
evangelism work m New 
Orleans, La. 

+ Mount Olivet Baptist 
Church, Mt. Juliet, is a collec
tion site Nov. 13-19 for Wilson 
County Baptist Association's 
Operation Christmas Child shoe 
boxes. For information, call 
(615) 481-9536. 

CRIEVEWOOD BAPTIST Church, Nashville, held a Ministry Fair 
Oct. 29. It drew about 150 people and presented 30 ministries 
involving Crievewood members. IN PHOTO ABOVE, Hoff and 
Martha Catheryn Harless discuss the Nashville Baptist Association 
Toy Store with Lucy Rudolph. IN PHOTO BELOW, Stephen Camp
bell asks a question about Alive Hospice of Pam Brown, center, 
and Elween Graves. 

_} 

KERRY IVEY, second from left, of Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
Nash'lille, works with several Polish children in a day camp held 
there by the church. The church .served for the 1Oth year in Radoso, 
Poland, where about 15. volunteers led the day camp for children 
and youth at the Baptist seminary. The ministry drew about 150 
students including orphans. The church also sponsored Polish pas
tors and their families who attended the day camp. About 20 youth 
accepted Christ. Tennesseans also visited Poles in their homes to 

- ' 
share the gospel. 
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By Deborah Wuehler 

Created To Be His Help Meet 
by Debi Pearl 

No Greater Joy Ministries, 2004 

I have never reviewed such an incredible, life-chang
ing book - and I am not prone to exaggerate! This book 
reminds us of our God-given. roles as wives and chal
lenges us to step up and be just what that requires. The 
cover of the book states, ''Discover how God can make 
your marriage glorious" and Debi Pearl certainly does 
guide t h e way toward a more glorious marriage a s she 
cheers you on toward loving that man you live with -
as being more than just a man you live with - but being 
placed there as God's authority in your life who is 
deserving of your full respect and ~dmiration. Is he not 
even close to admirable in your eyes- is he even intol
erable? Your view of your husband will change as you 
read this book. As an old pastor of mine used to say, you 
will learn how to "love the unlovable, reach the unreach
able, and teach the unteachable" without a word! You 
will be convicted of sin, yet at the same time spurred on 
towards loving and reverencing your man as you love 
and reverence Christ; "that the Word· of God be not blas
phemed" in your own life (Ephesians 5; Titus 2). 

C,hapter 8 wjll make you laugh and cry as you realize 
who it is you ~re married to and the God-like qualities 
he possesses. I happ.en to be married to a "visionary" as 
described by Rebekah Pearl Anast and I have been 
hanging on for the wild ride through the years. After 
reading this chapter, I now know how to sit back and 
enjoy that ride! You, too, Will discover how to love your 
man the way God has wired him and give up the burden 
of trying to ever change him into being your help meet: 
This book is chocked full of very practical nitty-gritty 
advice and goes over everything from taking out the 
garbage, to wearing a smile, to being the love of his life. 

I highly recommend this book if you want a new mar
riage relationship; if you want to know what your role as 
a wife truly is from both biblic~l and practical perspec
tives; if you are hurting in your marriage or even If you 
are seemingly content, but especially if you want to see 
a fresh glimps'e of your husband bathed in a brand new 
light of respect and awe. If you see your husband as a 
man to be respected, instead of a burden to be endured, 
and then begin to be the help meet God has designed 
·yoll to be, your entire marriage relationship will under
go a remarkable change. _ 

Thousands of marriages have been helped and multi
tudes of women have been changed by reading and 
adhering to the biblical and practical principles present
ed in this book. This book will not only change your 
mind about your man, it will change your marriage! It is 
doing its work in mine already! 0-Wuehler is devotion
al editor of The Old Schoolhouse Magazine. 

a way with words 

America~ finest 
By Hugh X. Lewis 

Their branch of service matters not, 
When all is said and done. 
We know the right stuff they've all got, 
And they're heroes every one. 

They know the cause is worth it all 
Though lives are worlds apart, 
Their minds mu5t be where duty calls, 
Back home they leave then hearts. 

A way of life worth fighting for 
Is why they take up arms, 
And serve with pride in peace and war -
God keep them from all harm. 0 

Copyright by Hugh X. Lewis. Lewis, a Baptist layman, is 
poet laureate of Christian country music in Tennessee. He 
has written more than 250 songs and is featured daily on 
11 0 Southern Gospel radio sta1ions throughout the country. 
He is available to speak to church and senior adult groups. 
For more information, call (615) 883-0086. 

reality, not delusion 
' 

Live • 

By Craig Christina 

Focal Passage: Isaiah 40:18-28; 
41:5-7; 44:9,18-20; 45:20-22 

In our contemporary .times, the 
idea of worshipping idols seems 
archaic and antiquated. We can't 
imagine anyone who would seriously 
believe that a piece of metal, wood, or 

· stone was a· god. How could'they pos
sibly bow down to it? How could they . 
pray to it? How could they spend so 
much time, energy, and money on it? 
How ridiculous! 

Yet, we live in a culture of idol 
worshippers. Only our idols are not 
little wooden images. Our idols are 
more sophisticated. We worship the 
gods of professional athletics, the 
gods ofWall Street, the gods of youth 
and beauty, the gods of social power 
and influence, and the gods of free
dom and self-sufficiency. We worship 
all ~ds of gods. Whether it is an 
object or an idea, we invest our time, 
energy, and resources in things other 
than the worship= of Almig~ty God. 

So how can we avoid living in 
these delusions rather than the real
-ity of Cluist? Isaiah offers us a sim-

• 
ple. fornil.!}a for faithfulness to the 

. one~ true ·QQ'd. 
(1.) Remember God's transcen-,' 

denc.e (40:18-23). This first step 
• • r 

should be ·en~ugh to snap most peo-
ple back into reality. Isaiah offers a 
comparison between God and pieces 
of wood, God does not' need a crafts
man · to fa~on Him. God is the 
craftsman of the universe! For "God 
is enthro~'J ~hove the circle of the 
earth" w~_."its inhabitants are like 

-~- . . 
grasshoppers" (v. 22). God is the One 
who spreads ·out the heavens like a 
tent. He is mightier than the greatest . 

princes or judges of the earth. SUndau School 
In other words, God is bigger than ~ I 

our idols and we should treat Him Sible Sludias 
with the reverence and res pect He No J 9 
deserves by giving Him first place. It "-
is absolutely mind-boggling to me 
why so many people (even 
Christians) go through the day with~ 

out giving God a second thought. 
Unfortunately, many people wait 
until they find themselves in a situa
tion beyond their control before they 
remember the one who is big enough 
to help. 

(2) Remember God's trustwor
thin~ss (41:5-7). In these verses, 
God speaks tlirough Isaiah to-foretell 
the rise of Persia and the demise of 
Israel. The people put their trust in 
idols rather than God. But they will 
have to nail down their idols to keep 
them from toppling over when the 
Persians strike. The irony is that 
they will have to work . to protect 
their idols because their idols cer
t_ainly can't protect them. 

The issue is one of trust. Do we 
turn to God and trust in God to pro
tect u.s, or do we trust in our financial 
security, our excellent health, or our 
stable marriage. When will we realize 
that all of these other things can be 
lost in an instant? The only one truly 
trustworthy is Almighty God who will 
never leave us nor forsake us. 

(3) Remember God's treasure 
(44:9, 18-20). Idol makers would use 
half a piece of wood to make an idol 
and the other half as fuel to bake 
bread. In other words, the same piece 
of wood could be used for something 
common or .lilQmething "holy." But 
they are only dec~iving themselves 
by treasuring something that is 
worthless. 

The only lasting ~•ow 
things of God. Living for 
ing Christ, and telling 
Christ are the kinds of 
that reap eternal 
dividends. When 
we passionately 
pursue God's pur
poses, we build our 
lives on a priceless 
foundation that 
will pass the test 
of God's judgment 
(I Corinthians 3:9-
15). 

(4) Remember God's 11 
(45:20-22). God explains 
line, "There is no other God 
righteous God and Savior; 

-one except me" (v. 21b). The 
life is this: only God is God, 
He can save our souls from 
will save us if we turn to 
repenting from sin and self 
fessing Jesus Christ as Lord. 

When we trust in e~ 
our lives are wasted. When v 
in Jesus, our lives have mean 
purpose for eternity. Even if 
merit worldly measures of 
we will be triumphant in th 
dom of God. 

So are you living in ~ 
delusion? Just check your ~ 
your checkbook, and your 
Would they tell us that y~ 
faiUUul to the one, true Goi 
Christina is pastor of First 
Church, Jackson 

Persevere amicfdifHculty • 
J 

By Bob Orgeron part of.life, but it .is not easy to bear. Sundoy School 
Yet, it is bearable if it can be seen as 

Focal Passage: Hebrews 12:1-29 
Call for endurance' (vv. 1-3). In 

one of the great, moving passages of 
the New Testament, the writer 
points the reader to the cross as 
motivation to face the difficulties 
involved in living out their faith. 

The personal pronoun "we" in 
verse 1, links the writer to his read
ers. He places himself as a fellow 
runner in the race. The word "cloud" 
refers to• a throng of people. The 
"witnesses" are those who have 
given witness to the faith. The 
writer pictures athletes in a relay 
race, running for the finish line. 
The great gallery of witnesses 
about us encourages ·us· to run well. 
We are exhorted to prepare to run 
the race, to "throw off everything 
that hinders." 

In verse 2, we are to run the race 
with our eyes fixed on Jesus. He is 
the one toward whom we run with 
undivided attention. The "author 
and perfecter of our faith" indicates 
that Jesus walked the way of faith 
first and brought it to completion. 

In the expression rendered "for 
the joy set before him," the preposi
tion translated "for" sometimes has 
the meaning "for the sake of," which 
is preferable here. With this under
standing of the term, Jesus went to 
the cross - "because of the joy," 
that was set before Him. He looked 
right through the cross - to the 
eom.ing joy. 

Call for discipline (vv. 4-11). 
Suffering comes to everyone. It is 

meaningful. The writer has just Explore the 
pointed ot.Jt that Christ endured His Nov. 1 9 
suffering on the .cross on account of 
the joy set before Him. His suffering 
had meaning. The writer points to 
the importance of discipline and pro
ceeds to show that for Christians, . . 
suffering is rightly understood only 
when seen as God's fatherly disci
pline, correcting and directing His 
children. 

Call for consistency (vv. 12- to be at "peace," either 
17). From the.acceptance..oflife's dia:._ another or with people in 
cipline in general, the writer turns to For them peace is imperati 
the way this discipline is applied in they must put forth "every e 

ORGERON 

Christian experi- attain it. 
ence. Coupled with the c:all to 1 

In verse 12, an admonition "to be 
"therefore" links Holiness means being set a) 

this exhortation God. It is characteristic ol 
to what has gone ers to live differently from a 
before. Because of arate from the world. It i8 
what they now teristic of believers to live 
know of God's lov- ently from and separate fr 
ing discipline, world. 
they must put for- Call for gratitude (V& 
ward their best Verse 28, shows that the 

effort. The "hands" as pictured are understood ultimate reality i: 
"limp" and useless. The knees are of God's sovereignty, in contrl 
"weak." "Therefore strengthen," earthly systems. It is not qt 
presents the picture of someone tain how we should unden&a 
whose hands and legs are out of expression "let us be thanklal 
action. The exhortation implies that be literally rendered "Let Ul 
the readers are acting as though to God's grace." 
they are spiritually paralyzed. They Verse 29 is an expreaaiaD 
are urged to put things right and· get ently taken from Deute!l'OIIGD., 
moVing. · that empha.eizes that God il .ll 

Verse 13, is a quotation from trifled with. 0 - Orgeron II 
Proverbs 4:26, the idea is to put the of Park Avenue Baptist t 

paths into better shape in order to Nashville. 
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2005 alone, ~ericans bought 3.34 million ~cond homes. A 
~ering 40% of all private hotisi:ng transactions in this colin try 
·e not for p11iroary residences. More than @00,000 ofthem were 

' :cn.ase~a strictly for investment purposes. 
lliam Burton1 a 1989 Carson-Newman graduate, understands the 
1e of investment property. He and his wife, Maria, own one. The 
.seisin located in Venezuela, but the investment is in eternity. 
tey bought the house, which is located some 7,500 feet above 
level in the Andes Mountains, as staging area for mission 

ups. In 1999, the Burtons decided to withdraw William's funds 
n the SBC Annuity Board, believing they needed to invest in 
.gdom work. Two families who wanted to support their efforts 
d the house off. With planning, the seven bedroom facility can 
ommodate 2l,volunteers, covering many specialties from medi
e to sports participation groups. Missions work is at the heart 
Lllofthem. 

•• 

William spends between 100-125 days in Venezuela, but he also 
has a full-time calling in Morristown, where he grew up, as pastor 
of Iglesia Bautista La Gran Comision (Great Commission Baptist 
Church} He founded the church while he pastored Montvue Bap
tist and realized that East Tennessee's Hispanic population was on 
the rise. Since opening its doors for the first time in 1990, the con
gregation has grown from 19 to a membership of 160. 
Recently, one of the men William led to salvation began teaching a 

Sunday school class. He was inspired to l~ad them to use the Book 
of Psalms to write their own songs of praise. William sat in the 
class . 
~There were men, some who work two and three jobs so they can 
support a family and send money back home, and they were writ
ing praises to God," he says. "It was an amazing experience." 

CARSON To get ·a copy of Cars011rNe'UJTTULn 36~ and 
see how your partnership with cntr 

Christian mission impacts the world, visit 
Carson-Newman's exhibition haU booth at 

the TBC Annual, Meeting, or emaiL 
klawson~cn.edu 

NE 
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eaders 
+ Clark Street Baptisi: 

Church, Johnson City, has 
called Keevin Wilson as youth 
director. 

+ Cedar Bluff Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, has called 
James "Jamie" Burke as 
pastor. 

+ Mike · Towler has 
resigned as pastor at Eastwood 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, to 
become pastor of a church in 
Florida. 

+ Carol McEntryre has 
resigned as college minister of 
Firs t Baptist Church, Knox
ville, to become community 
minister of Buckner Children 
and Family Services in Texas. 

+ Friendly Chapel Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, has called 
Jerry Crye as pastor. He pre
viously served as pastor of 
Lakeview Baptist Church, 
Knoxville. 

+ Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, will ordain 
Norman Holland to the min
istry during morning worship 
on Nov. 19. He · is serving the 
church as minister of music. 

+ Dwight Jenkins has 
resigned as pastor of Island 
Home Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, to become a pastor of 

a church in Wilmington, N.C. 

+ Northwest Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, has called 
John McGaha as pastor. He 
previously served as pastor of 
the former Fort Sanders Bap
tis t Church, Knoxville. 

+ Tony Earl bas resigned 
as pastor of Oakwood Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, to become 
director of Angelic Ministries, a 
community ministry in the 
Christenberry Heights area of 
Knoxville. He will serve at 
Oakwood Baptist until the end 
of2006. 

' + Hunter Memorial Baptist 
Church, _ Elizabethton, has 
called Trisha Thompson as 
youth minister. 

+ Oak Street Baptist 
Church, Elizabethton, has 
called Bill Fancher as minis~ 
ter· of worship and discipleship. 
He formerly served the church 
as its music interim. 

+ Tecky Hicks, pastor of 
Speedwell Baptist Church, 
Bulls Gap, has resigned after 
_19 years of service to the 
church. -He is available for sup
ply preaching and interim 
work. 

+ Rock Creek Baptist 
Church, Benton, has called 
Jackie Martin as pastor. 

+ Cherry Grove Baptist 
Church, Jonesborough. has 
called Tommy Clark as pas-

· tor. A graduate of Union Uni
versity, Jackson, and South
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 
he most recently served at 
Smnmertown Baptist Church, 
Summertown. 

+ Mike Tyson has 
resigned as pastor of Unaka 
Avenue Baptist Church, John
son City. 

+ New Victory Baptist 
Church, Jonesborough, has 
called Kelly Edens as chil
dren's director. 

+ Trinity Baptist Church, 
Karns, has called Tim 
Hedrick as minister of music. 

+ North Knoxville Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, has called 
Phil Glass as assistant to sen
ior pastor and youth pastor. 
Glass is the former associate 
pastor, youth and children, of 
Pleasant Hill Bapti~t Church, 
Martin. . 

Churches 
. 

+ Springfield Baptist 
Church, Springfield, will 
host "A Girlville Christmas" 
the evening of Dec. 5. Kim 
Bolton, inspirational author, 
singer, and speaker, will be the 

SALEM BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, Liberty, held its annual meeting Oct. 17-18 during which messengers 
electecj officers and heard several speakers.- They were, from left, Thurman Seber, retiring director of 
missions; Richard Bray, pastor, First Baptist Church, Woodbury, vice moderator; B. J. Thomason, pastor, 
Calvary Baptist Church, Smithville, speaker; Randall Reid, First Baptist Church, Woodbury, moderator; 
David Mahan, pastor, Horton Springs Baptist Church, Smithville, speaker; Michael Pinegar, Horton 
Springs Baptist Church, treasurer; Donna Nichols, Auburn Baptist Church, Auburntown, clerk; Robert 
Robinson, Salem Baptist Church, Liberty, trustee; and Jackie Rigsby, Indian Creek Baptist Church, 
Smithville, trustee. 

\ 

NEW AND OUTGOING· officers of Stone Baptist Association, Cookeville, pause at the Oct. 26 annu
al meeting. They are, from left, front row; Earl Dirkson, Trinity Baptist Church, Cookeville, outgoing 
moderator; Anna Lee Wiles, Baptist collegiate ministries, Tennessee Tech University, clerk; Beth 
Prowse, association office,_ assistant clerk/treasurer; Joe Wiles, Baptist colfegiate ministries, TTU, par
liamentarian; second row, Rick Burnett, minister of youth and education, Wilhite Baptist Church, 
Cookeville, moderator and youth coordinator; Frank Hickman, director of missions; and Randy Rober
son, West View Baptist Church, Cookeville, music director. 

TenneScene 

special guest. Admission is a 
new unwrapped toy for inner 
city kids. For information. call 
the church office at (615l 384-
3581. 

+ Sand Ridge Baptist 
Church, Lexington, will host 
the Co_mmunity Thanksgiving 
Service the night of Nov. 21. A 
fellowship will follow the serv
ice. For information, call the 
church at (731) 968-4597. 

+ Riverview Baptist 
Church, Elizabethton, held a 
noteburning celebration on the 
loan for its fellowship hall dur
ing its homecoming on Oct. 15. 
The church paid off the $40;000 
loan in three years for the proj
ect, and named the fellowship 
hall in memory of its former 
pastor, Homer Salyer. 

Associatiot 
+ Salem Bapti t 

tion. Liberty, added Fin 
panic Baptist C 
Smith,ille. to the asso. 
during its annual mectin 
Oct. 17-1 . 

• Sullivan Baptist 
ciation, Kingsport , re 
had six disaster relief 
teers serve in New 01 
La. , at the World Trade t 
where they prepared meE 
washed, sanitized, and 
bisbed the kitchen equip 

+ Watauga Baptist 
ciation, Elizabethton, 
purchased a tent to be u 
its feeding unit in Uppe 
Tennessee associational 
ter relief work. 

ELECTED AS OFFICERS of Riverside Baptist Associatiot 
ingston, at its annual meeting Oot. 19-20 were, from left, Chris 
director qf missions; Angie Anderson, Fellowship Baptist Chum 
ingston, clerk; Jeff Amonett, Rastor, ft4oody\Jille Baptist Church, 
stown; and Jeff Monday, pastor, Rickman Baptist Church, Ricl<1 

OUTGOING AND ne·w leaders of Madison-Chester Baptist A 
ation, Jackson, pass the gavt:Jrduring the annual meeting C 
Ken Skelton, left, vice moderator, and Jerry Barker, center, 
ing moderator, pass the gavel to Ron Rogers, new moderator 
ton is pastor, Clover Creek Baptist Church, Medon. Barker Is 
of Parkburg Baptist Church, Pinson. Rogers is a retired dire. 
missions who is a member of West Jackson Baptist Church, 
son. 

JOE BYR~ 
pastor, Bloc. 
dale E 
Church, 
stands 
Whittemore, 
Oct. 22 ord1 
to the m, 
Whittemore 
serve as as. 
to the pastor. 


