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[OXVILLE — New Tennessee Bap-
onvention President Ron Stewart

There are 3,000 Tennessee Baptist
churches — some large, some small — in

every population pocket of this state, he
observed.

“We have been given a unique privi-

ew convention president oPMmtsnc about fufure of TBC

he arrived there nearly 19 years ago, has
grown to a membership of about 4,000
with an average attendance of 2,200.
The church has consistently been
among the top 10 churches in baptisms
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\igh hopes for the future of the con- lege, unlike any other denomination, to for several years, Stewart said. He noted 1

. influence our communities, one commu- that since the church moved into its 5

feel more positive about the TBC nity at a time, for the kingdom of God. expanded facilities and new sanctuary in 3
have in many years,” said Stewart “We have the opportunity to be the 1999, the church has baptized about 1
ras elected Nov. 13 to lead the TBC light and salt that God wants us to be 2,000 people in the last seven years. j

| Eﬁhﬁ coming year. be.” Stewart also has a passion for training "
- :acknnwledged the TBC is in “a Stewart also observed that Tennessee leaders and he has taught leadership )

] of change.” Some of the change, he Baptists must continue to examine “how principles across the country and over- 5
| nreﬂ, has been forced while some has we’re doing things.” He noted that the seas, including three times in Cairo, F

M red naturally.

' 1;#&1‘1:, pastor of Grace Baptist
h here, also admitted that change
e painful, but is necessary. “The
e (in the TBC) is a positive thing
II,” he said.

‘e thing that has begun to change,
ted, is more inclusion of conserva-
nto leadership positions within the
‘ntion. He said he did not see that
‘he served a six-year term-on the
E'ﬁve Board from 1998-2004. “I
A ”tn see more inclusiveness of all
i85ee Baptists.

‘gée that changing and it needs to
tn change,” said.

'mfﬁrtable with the direction of

also is optimistic about the
dal impact Tennessee Baptist
hea can have on society.

aw CP year

convention-approved Relational Strate-
gic Study Committee is doing that.

“It may be time for a new vision,”
Stewart said. “We may be at a point and
time in our history where Tennessee Bap-
tist leadership needs to dream a new
dream, as Joseph did.”

And dreaming a new dream can apply
to churches as well as the convention as
a whole, Stewart said.

He noted that “culture changes every
18 months but churches on average
change every 25 years.

“We are organized for failure,” he
observed.

Stewart acknowledged that every
church is not the same and “shouldn’t be
the same because communities are differ-
ent.” Churches cannot be shaped with a
cookie cutter, he said. “Every church has
its place and its particular ministry.

RON STEWART, president of the Ten-

nessee Baptist Convention, relaxes in
his office at Grace Baptist Church,
Knoxville, where he has served for near-
ly 19 years.

“Every area of the state is different
and God has specific people there to meet
particular needs, he affirmed.

Stewart has strong convictions about
how churches can grow, no matter where
they are, no matter the size. “It's not
brain surgery,” he said.

“My basic philosophy of church growth
is to find a need and fill it.”

Stewart said that is how Grace Baptist
Church, which had a membership of 600

and an average of attendance of 290 when

'Egypt.

He said people, particularly younger
ministers, need to understand that lead-
ership “is not something you demand or
are given because you received 100 per-
cent of the vote.

“Leadership comes by earning it.
Leadership is given by the people.”

Stewart is convinced churches that
have a vision who call a pastor with a
vision can grow. “Without a vision, people
will perish and churches will perish,” he
said.

The new TBC president also has a
passion for the family. “I am a strong
advocate of the family,” he stressed.

He encouraged pastors to set priori-
ties — God first, family second, and min-
i1stry third. “I must be a priest to my fam-
ily,” he stressed.

— See New, page 4

Seminary extension classes still meet need: Buttrey

By Lonnie Wilkey

Convention, says Vivian But-

the Southern Baptist Conven-

through the years for Seminary
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Hﬂs 5'"'0“9 Baptist and Reflector trey. And who should know bet- tion based in Nashville. Extension and has not gotten 1
tist and Reflector - ter than her? Seminary Extension offers recognition for it,” he added. :

NASHVILLE — Seminary This year Buttrey celebrated both diploma-level [w_hich can be Both Pulley_ and Buttl_*ey ;
JRENTWOOD — The extension classes still meet a her 30th anniversary with Sem- used for college credit) and cer- agree that Seminary Extension

5-07 budget year in the
‘nessee Baptist Conven-
' has gotten off to a strong

n November, TBC church-
B $3 431,212 through

'.-‘;::2 535 or 16,30 percent
¢ the amount given in
: %;:fi: ver of 2005.

fter the first month of
Afiseal year, CP gifts are
4,879 or 11.28 percent

vital need in Tennessee and all
across the Southern Baptist

inary Extension, a ministry of
the six theological seminaries of

Seminary
Extension

tificate-level basic courses
through independent study,
classrooms in extension centers,
and the Internet.

Buttrey, manager of exten-
sion center education, 1s the one
constant in an office that has
seen numerous changes since
she first joined the staff in 1976.
She has served under four direc-
tors and she estimated that she
has worked with more than
4 000 extension center directors
and teachers over the 30-year

is “one of the best kept secrets in
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.”

Seminary extension basically
meets the needs of people who,
for whatever circumstances,
likely will never attend semi-
nary, Buttrey said.

“We don’t want those stu-
dents who could go to seminary.
We want those who will never
go,” she said.

Currently there are 350
active Seminary Extension cen-

ad of budget needs. period. ters across the United States,
ames pgf;, TBC execu- One of those directors, Den- including 28 in Tennessee, But-
T director/treasurer, nis Pulley, director of missions trey said.

nked =_iTBnnessEe Baptists

for Cumberland Baptist Associ-
ation, based in Clarksville, calls
Buttrey, “Miss Seminary Exten-
sion.”

Through her 30-year min-
istry she has seen nearly 40,000
students take courses.

“We offer training students

1S, “Nobody has a heart for sem- cannot get elsewhere,” Buttrey
WE are grateful for a inary extension like she does,” said. “Seminary extension can
lqgcatartm our new budg- said Pulley, who took his first go wherever the student is.”

M‘ as we attempt to meet
-ﬁnns and ministry needs
Jur state and around the
1d.” Porch said. 0

VIVIAN BUTTREY, manager of extension center education for
Seminary Extension, visited with Dennis Fulley, director of mis-
sions for Cumberland Baptist Association, based in Clarksville,
during the recent annual meeting of the Tennessee Baptist Con-

vention held at Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova.

Seminary Extension course at
the age of 16 and has taught SE
courses in four different associ-
ations in Tennessee.

“She has done so much

Seminary extension classes
are not just for ministers or
those preparing for ministry,
Buttrey and Pulley stressed.

— See Seminary, page 3
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SBC CP gifts ahead
of last year’s pace

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Year-to-date
contributions through the
Southern Baptist Convention’s
Cooperative Program are 1.06
percent ahead of the same time
frame in 2005, according to a
news release from SBC Execu-
tive Committee President Mor-
ris H. Chapman.

As of Nov. 30, 2006, the year-
to-date total of $31,129,891.03
for Cooperative Program (CP)
missions is $327,140.36 ahead of
the $30,802,750.67 received at
the same point in 2005. For the
month, receipts of
$15,770,935.48 were 5.73 per-
cent, or $854,827.32, above the
$14,916,108.16 received iIn
November 2005.

Designated giving of
$6,647,078.43 for the same year-
to-date period is 3.93 percent, or
$271,679.99, below gifts of
$6,918,758.42 received at this
point last year. The
$3,758,207.70 in designated
gifts received last month is
$391,697.75 above the
$3.366,509.95 received in
November 2005, an increase of
11.64 percent.

For the SBC Cooperative Pro-

gram Allocation Budget, the
year-to-date total of
$31,129,891.03 is 95.32 percent
of the $32,658,070.43 budgeted
to support Southern Baptist
ministries globally and across
North America.
"~ During the Southern Baptist
Convention’s last fiscal year,
which ended Sept. 30, Coopera-
tive Program gifts topped the
$200-million mark for the first
time, with the 2005-06 fiscal
year’s total of $200,601,536.29
marking a 2.37 percent increase
over the previous fiscal year.

The Cooperative Program is
Southern Baptists’ method of
supporting missions and min-
istry efforts of state and region-
al conventions and the Southern
Baptist Convention. (J

S. Africa legalizes

‘gay marriages’
Baptist Press ;

JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa — South Africa became
the fifth country to legalize “gay
marriage’ Nov. 30 when Acting
President Phumzile Mlambo-
Ngcuka signed a landmark bill
into law.

South Africa is the first
African country to redefine mar-
riage. Worldwide, Canada,
Spain, Belgium, and the Nether-
lands also recognize “marriage”
between homosexual couples.

“We see this as a victorious
movement for the gay and les-
bian community in South Africa,
especially in a continent that is
still scornful towards homosexu-
als,” Vista Kalipa, media coordi-
nator with the South African
homosexual group Triangle Pro-
ject, told Reuters. “We hope that

other countries in Africa will
actually begin to see this as a
positive thing, reaffirming that
homosexuality 18 indeed
African.”

Christians in the nation,
though, saw it otherwise.

“The Civil Union Bill justifies
immorality and by inference
calls sexual perversion a legiti-
mate alternative lifestyle that
should be openly accepted,” the
South African Christian Action
Network said in a statement. “It
calls immorality and perversion
true virtue and commendable
freedom.”

The new law redefines mar-
riage to include “the voluntary
union of two persons.” It became
law one year after the nation’s
highest court interpreted the
constitution to require “gay mar-
riage” to be legalized. The jus-
tices gave the African National
Congress government one year
to implement its decision. (7

Sullivan pledges
‘teetotaler’ trustees

Baptist Press

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Citing
embarrassment over having
spent more than 30 minutes
debating the issue of whether
trustees of Southern Baptist
Convention entities should be
limited to those who abstain
from alcohol, John Sullivan, the
executive director-treasurer of
the Florida Baptist Convention,
says he intends future action in
the FBC “on this very issue.”

Ironically, Sullivan’s remarks
came after a convention speaker
said the Bible does not say a
person can not take a drink.

“We are not going to have
people on our boards of trustees
that do not believe in total absti-
nence,” Sullivan said to the loud
applause of messengers to the
Florida Baptist State Conven-
tion, which met in Fort Myers at
McGregor Baptist Church for its
Nov. 13-14 annual meeting.

In June in Greensboro, N.C.,
messengers to the Southern
Baptist Convention annual
meeting engaged in a lengthy
debate on a recommendation
concerning the use of alcoholic
beverages. Messengers passed
with more than a four-fifths
majority a resolution not only
opposing the manufacture and
consumption of aleohol but also
urging the exclusion of Southern
Baptists who drink from elec-
tion to the convention’s boards,
committees, and entities.

Sullivan, speaking in a time-
slot dubbed “Concerns of Florida
Baptists,” told FBC messengers
he supported the SBC amend-
ment that specified trustees
should not be “anything other
than a teetotaler.”

Earlier in the convention
Voddie Baucham, a Houston
evangelist, delivered a message
which referenced alcohol use.
Speaking from Ephesians 5 and
Titus 1, Baucham referred to the
biblical instruction for pastors
to teach and lead their own fam-
ilies. Baucham said there is

national

irony in the way people apply
those passages.

“That text does not say the.:

man can't take a drink.”
Baucham said. “It says he can't
be a drunkard.

“I don’t drink, don't want to,
don’t need to. That's not my
point. But I can't make that text
say that the man can't take a
drink,” Baucham added. “But
you and I both know that the
man who takes a drink, even if
he takes a drink socially, he’s not
gonna get a job as a pastor if he
admits that.”

Bemoaning pastors who don't
take care of their wives or chil-
dren, Baucham said, instead,
“we beat our chests because we
refuse to take a drink of alcohol.

“Shame on us. And I'm not
suggesting, I didn’t even say
that we need to lower the other
— that’s not what I said. Don’t
you go lying on me and saying
that I said that. That is not my
point,” Baucham said. “Our
homes are a wreck, from the top
down. Our culture is a wreck
from the top down. People don’t
know how to be married, they
don’t know how to raise kids
and unfortunately, the pulpit is
not a place that they can look to
get answers because our homes
are no better off than theirs
are.”

Baucham concluded by point-
ing out that God has outlined in
Scripture the qualifications for
leading a family:

~ Barbara Denman, public

relations director for the Florida
Baptist Convention, confirmed
that Sullivan had planned his
remarks prior to Baucham’s
talk.

Said Sullivan, “I listened very
closely to what Dr. Baucham
had to say. I loved what he had
to say about the family. I agree
with that. I do believe we have
responsibilities to our families
first and foremost.” 0

Law enforcement
officials receive
report from BGCT

Baptist Press

A ~=have ministered to thous

DALLAS — Three Rio
Grande Valley pastors whose
alleged misappropriations of
Baptist General Convention of
Texas funds once were the sub-
ject of an FBI investigation may
face further legal scrutiny in the
near future, according to a
BGCT news release Nov. 29.

BGCT executive board mem-
bers received a report Oct. 31
detailing how Otto Arango,
Aaron de la Torre, and Armando
Vera falsified records and cir-
cumvented accountability stan-
dards in order to obtain church
starting funds. The BGCT news
release did not specify which
“law enforcement officials” were
being approached to determine
their interest in the BGCT
report and related documenta-
tion.

The full text of the BGCT’s
Nov. 29 news release follows:

“Baptist General Convention

news =
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of Texas Executive Dir
Charles Wade is going to
law enforcement officials
plete copies of a BGCT-con
sioned investigative repart
all relevant exhibits regm
alleged misuse of conve
church-starting funds in th
Grande Valley. 4

“BGCT leaders are atte @
ing to schedule a meeting @/
law enforcement officials i |
effort to gauge their intere I
the documents. Conver @
leaders will share the inves
tors’ findings ‘in order to ex
with the authorities the p i}
bility of them doing a f
investigation,” " Wade said,

“The BGCT-commissi
report is 42 pages long and
tains the names of pe
accused of wrongdoing.
investigators examined 1
than 10,000 pieces of evid
in their efforts.

“The investigation relf
indicates a portion of $1.8
lion in BGCT church-stas
funds was misused from 1
2005 by three pastors in the
Grande Valley — Otto Ars
Aaron de la Torre, and Arm: *'
Vera. th

“BGCT spokesman Ke el
Foster said convention lea ¥
are taking what they fee iy
appropriate action. ‘We war jir
work with authorities to n g
sure justice is done.’ i thy

“Convention leaders are Rt
sidering options to recover fi § |
that were allegedly misused

According to the inte
report, the FBI initially was
tacted about the pastors’ j
tices in late 2000 and the i
gation continued until 2008.

LifeWay, IMB to |"
partner on campy”

Baptist Press
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NASHVILLE — In an @ ;‘:1

to mobilize more youth aro§.*
the country for worldwide : f "
sions, the International Mis § *
Board is partnering with |
Way Christian Resources’ ra
ly expanding camp pro |

Since 1979, Centrifuge ca

youth around the co
Through the years, LifeWay
added new camp programs
such as (Mission) M-Fuge B
M-Fuge International — 18
provide students with mis
projects, training, and oppe
nities to give to missions.

Now, through a new part
ship with the International}
sion Board, all “Fuge” cam
can track where their misi @y
gifts go — even following @
straight to the field.

“We want to go a little 8¢
er,” said Joe Palmer, dired i A
the student events depart g™
for LifeWay Christian @ g™
sources. '

“They actually go and &
ministry in the same g%
where their money [goes).”

Palmer announced the
nership Nov. 15 in a chapel
ice at the International MisS s
Board. O ' ~

P




3 / B&R / Dec. 6, 2006

@ ris Turner
2 Z{a news office

'SHVILLE — Shirley Cross knows
' t’s like to not be “Patty Perfect” —
@ ill survive.
@ 5 been an interesting season each
0 go through because each year
3 the different stresses,” said
@ 2 pastor’s wife, employee of Life-
® Jhristian Resources, former mis-
'y, and mother of two. Her hus-
B Jim, is pastor of First Baptist
'h, Donelson.
yw do you handle prioritizing the
1 parties and the family time?
i with going to see family also was
g a stress because you had to find
'And a lot of times, you not only
8 1e concern about ‘s there time to
B ut [also] ‘s something going to
'n with a church member in the
1’ [when you leave]?”
'3 last six weeks of every year are
W sed to be the most festive times of
@ ar, especially for Christians, Fam-
‘ather for big Thanksgiving meals
8t weeks later gather again to cel-
» the birth of Christ.
2 herald angel ushered in Jesus’
1 with, “Behold, I bring you good
of great joy.” Unfortunately, many
for ministers’ wives, the only good
they héar during the holiday sea-
. that they have almost made it
@ 2h to January. The stress of bal-
W the realities of their lives

i 4
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against the expectations of other people
can sap them of the great joy they long
to experience during the holidays.

Cross was part of a panel discussion
recently recorded for an episode of
Inside LifeWay, the official news pod-
cast of LifeWay Christian Resources.
Cross joined Barney

national /

oSelf, Chris Adams, and

Inside LifeWay host

Brooklyn Noel to dis-

cuss the great stress

ministers’ wives face

around Thanksgiving

and Christmas. Self is

a licensed family coun-

selor and a member of
LifeWay’s pastoral min-
istries team. Adams is the women’s
enrichment and ministers’ wives spe-
cialist in the training and events area of
LifeWay’s church resources division.
She formerly served as a special min-
1stries coordinator at Green Acres Bap-
tist Church in Tyler, Texas.

Ministers’ wives often feel the pres-
sure to be “Patty Perfect” during the
holiday season, being the perfect host-
ess or guest, or providing the perfect gift
— for everybody. Unfortunately, while
ministers’ wives may be smiling on the
outside, the panel said, inside they are
“probably screaming,” hoping to survive
until January.

“They cannot always afford to go and
visit family, or because of church
responsibilities they’re not able to leave

CROSS

srTare

and go be with family,” Adams said. “So
sometimes it can be really lonely for
them.

“There is also the issue of finances,”
she said. “Who do you buy presents for?
Do you try to have something at your
home, a little gift of some sort to give to
those who come by your home? Where
do you stop the gifts? Is it with other
staff members? Is it with other congre-
gation members?”

Adams also said the expectation to
be at so many Sunday School parties or
other gatherings can be a financial bur-
den for those ministers’ families with
smaller children, which translates into
a considerable expense for babysitting.
Self said the expectations “are ubiqui-
tous.” :

“There is a significant need for min-
isters’” wives and ministers to show a
graceful balance and say, ‘yes, we love
you but no, we are not coming to your
party, ” Self said. “That is a way to
affirm those who are inviting but it is
also a way to draw the line as well.

“I think the ministers themselves
can help their wives by defining for the
church what’s appropriate,” Self added.
“Very often the minister doesn’t do
that. He just sort of plays a passive role
and takes it as it comes. Which means
he brings home the list of Sunday
School parties and there’s an expecta-
tion that they’re going to go to all of
them.”

Cross acknowledged wives have the

news

jHolidays not always happy for ministers’ wives

fear that people don’t want to hear “no.”
She said ministers’ wives often fall prey
to wanting to be people pleasers and
fear saying no will offend church mem-
bers. But, she said, saying “no” is a
learning process, and one that is a
necessity if wives are going to enjoy the
season and help create a meaningful
time for their own families.

“In order for balauce to occur there
needs to be an awareness of both sets of
needs and expectations,” Self said. “If
you try to meet all of the needs it will
not work. Often ministers’ wives ignore
their own needs and focus on the needs
of others. This is a set-up for trauma in
the family of the minister.”

Adams said church members can
look for ways to minister to their minis-
ters’ families by praying for them and
doing something special for ministers’
wives to acknowledge their contribution
to the ministry. Self added that this is a
difficult time of the year emotionally for
many people in the church and it adds

extra stress on ministers and their fam-

ilies.

“I think it’s critical for the ministry
body to be lifted up in prayer by the con-
gregation and certainly by specific
groups within the church that are real-
ly committed to the church life being
the best it can be,” he said. “I think
bathing ministers and their families in
prayer, especially during this season, is
vital because the pressures on them are
greater.” OJ

[

'enny Rice
& Vay news office

ASHVILLE — With tight
zets, overwhelming
dules, frustrating traffic,
- politically correct retail-
replacing “Merry Christ-
? with “Happy Holidays,”
i common to hear “Bah,
-ibug” more often than
us is the reason for the
on.”
ifeWay Christian Stores
ts to put the focus of
ist back into Christmas
Our gifts this year are
d on the theme ‘Jesus,
sed Be the Name, ” said
on Stacey, buyer for Life-
* Christian Stores. “We
t there to be no doubt
n someone walks into our
es that Christ is the main
ah_'

Vhether ministering to
omers in the store or
ing shoppers select gifts
1 a spiritual emphasis,
Way employees see the
ntial for eternal impact in
istmas shopping and giv-

‘nistry inside the store

he Christmas season
rs LifeWay Christian
‘ﬂi“ employees increased
ortunities to witness and

encourage customers.

“This is the most important
time for us to make an
impact,” said Richard Mencer,
Amarillo (Texas) LifeWay
Christian Store manager. “So
many come into the store dur-
ing this time who are not
Christians or who are dealing
with things such as losing
loved ones. This is our oppor-
tunity to share Christ and
minister to those who are
hurting.”

Prayer boxes are located in
every LifeWay Christian
Store for customers to submit
prayer requests lifted up by
store employees each morning
during staff devotional time.

LifeWay Christian Store
employees also look for ways
to share Jesus with those who
enter the store.

“The church does a great
job of ministering to people
during this season,” Mencer
said. “We are open many
times when the church is not,
so we can minister to people
as well.”

Ministry ouiside the store

The potential for spiritual
impact does not reside within
the four walls of a LifeWay
Christian Store. Mencer
encourages shoppers to focus
on Christ while shopping this
Christmas season.

FfeWay sfore employees encourage
siritval emphasis on Christmas shopping

“As in everything, pray
before you shop,” Mencer sug-
gested. “Ask God for direction
on what to buy and for guid-
ance in your shopping.”

Customers are not the only
ones praying. Before each
Christmas season, LifeWay
Christian Store gift buyers
pray for God’s guidance in
selecting themes for gifts
offered to customers.

“As we prayed about this
year’s themes, we decided
that we wanted to focus on
His name,” Stacey explained.

"“You can see ‘inspirational’

products in the mass market,
but we wanted to make sure
our gifts have Christ’s name
or are based on Scripture.”

Three themes emerged
from the overriding “Jesus,
Blessed Be the Name” prem-
ise, Stacey explained: a tradi-
tional Nativity theme based
on Matthew 1:23; the Believe
collection based on I John
3:23; and a whimsical gift line
based on the song, “Jesus is
the Sweetest Name I Know.”
Many of the gifts are exclu-
sive to LifeWay.

“The messages on the prod-
ucts can encourage other

Christians or provide an |
opportunity to share your
faith with non-Christians,” |

Stacey said. O

h 8
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Seminary extension ...

— Continued from page 1

Seminary extension courses
are also helpful to laypeople,
particularly Sunday School
teachers, deacons, and others
who serve in leadership roles,
Buttrey said.

“More than two-thirds of our
current students are laypeople,”
she estimated.

Pulley noted he has had
lawyers, business management,
and even college deans take
courses. “We have had a variety
of people in seminary extension
classes,” he reflected.

People can get a quality educ-
tion at a nominal cost, Pulley
continued.

Buttrey noted they have had
college students take one or two
courses and transfer them for
college credit to complete a
degree. “Courses are transfer-
able at the receiving college’s
discretion,” Buttrey stressed.

In fact, Judson College, a
Baptist-school affiliated with
the Alabama Baptist Conven-
tion, will accept 30 hours of
Seminary Extension courses in
their extended degree program,
Buttrey said. “Students can
transfer these courses to Judson
at no cost,” she added.

Seminary Extension is
accredited by Distance Educa-
tion and Training Council. In
addition, many SE diploma
courses have been evaluated
and recommended for college
credit by the ACE College Cred-
it Recommendation Service.

Seminary Extension also is
authorized by the Tennessee
Higher Education Commission.

Seminary extension classes
can meet the needs of almost
everyone, Buttrey observed. “A
person can study anytime, any-
where, any way they choose.”

Buttrey, a member of Bellevue
Baptist Church, Nashville, says
her position
with Seminary
Extension
allowed her to
“fulfill a call to
full-time Chris-
tian vocation
that she felt as
a teenager.”

She noted
that the thing
she enjoys most about her role is
“seeing results of people who
take seminary extension courses
and how God has blessed them
in their ministries.”

Buttrey also has developed
lasting friendships with untold
numbers of “telephone” friends,
people she has never met, but
communicates with on a regular
basis.

“Vivian is beloved by people
who have not met her other
than on the telephone,” Pulley
noted. “Every place I go people
speak very highly of Vivian. She
is more knowledgeable of Semi-
nary Extension than anyone in
the SBC,” he added.

For more information about
Seminary Extension, call (615)
242-2453. O
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Producer’s dream brings nativity story to the big sc

By Laura Erlanson
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Ironically,
production of “The Nativity
Story” took about as long as the
period of time the movie por-
trays — from just before Christ’s
immaculate conception to just
after His miraculous birth. That
such a breakneck production
schedule actually worked and
the movie opened Dec. 1 is its
own little miracle, the film’s pro-
ducers say.

“It’'s the fastest movie from
soup to nuts that I've ever been
involved with,” producer Wyck
Godfrey said in a telephone
interview with Baptist Press.

Godfrey, 38, who has pro-
duced recognizable movies like
“Daddy Daycare,” “I, Robot” and
“Behind Enemy Lines,” didn’t
begin his work on The Nativity
Story until March of this year.

Godfrey left a comfortable
position at Hollywood’s Davis
Entertainment to form Temple
Hill Productions with longtime
friend Marty Bowen.

Bowen had been a talent
agent with United Artists
Agency. One of his clients was
writer Mike Rich, an award-win-
ning screenwriter (“The Rookie,”
“Radio,” “Miracle”) and devoted
believer.

Bowen had encouraged Rich
to explore writing a biblical
story. “Write what’s important to
you,” he told him. Soon, he
learned of Rich’s plan to write a
screenplay on the birth of Christ.
Bowen mentioned it to Godfrey,
who said half-joking that he'd
quit his job to produce the movie.

Godfrey recalls, “Six months
later [Bowen] called and said,
‘Well, here it 1s — you want to
quit your job to do it? It was God
knocking me on the head, going,
‘Alright, this is your chance.’

“I'd had a great run with my
old company and made a bunch
of movies for my old boss and
had growingly felt that it's
either time to make the movies
that will define you or just work
for him forever.”

Godfrey got that call from
Bowen in December 2005, left
his job in March 2006 and was
on a plane the next day to Italy,
where the film was shot.

Bowen had shown the script
to New Line Cinema (“The Lord
of the Rings”) in February. They
embraced it instantly and want-
ed it for this Christmas, an
almost unheard of deadline in a
business where films can take
years from start to finish.

Why was this particular film
so attractive to Godfrey that he
would quit his job, start a brand
new company, and begin a whirl-
wind production and promotion
schedule?

“It was kind of a dream come
true,” he said.

Since the movie’s writer and
producers are Christians, bibli-
cal accuracy for The Nativity
Story was of utmost impor-
tance.

“That was our sole intention
— to get it right,” Godfrey said.
“From a script standpoint, Mike
[Rich] really focused on just the
Scripture and looking at areas
where in between the Scripture
you could insert extra-biblical
stuff that wouldn’t be an affront
to the Scripture.”

In addition to biblical accura-
cy, the filmmakers strived for
historical authenticity as well,
hiring Jewish scholars to dictate
everything from costuming to
food to when the characters
should pray and wash their
hands.

They also involved historians
to consult with them about
architecture and King Herod

national / state news —

The Nativity Story — ’Wow,; not ‘ugh’

By Laura Erlanson
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Sad to say, “Christian” films
often do one (or both) of two things — they either
make Christians look silly or they misinterpret
the Bible.

When I was invited to an early screening of

' “The Nativity Story” in mid-October, I wasn't
' sure what to expect.

Thankfully, the feature film about the events
of Christ’s birth, which opened nationwide Dec. 1,
portrays “the greatest story every told” with com-
pelling acting, beautiful cinematography, moving
music, cultural authenticity and, best of all, bib-
lical accuracy.

It’s a Christian film with all of the “wow” fac-
tors you want from a Hollywood production (real-
istic costumes, impressive locations, believable
characters, and dialogue) and none of the “ugh”
factors you often find in films of the genre (sappy
dialogue, cheesy costumes, preachy/melodramat-
ic characters).

Both the Mary and Joseph characters were
complex and fallible — necessary qualities in a
good protagonist. They’re not perfect, which
makes their accomplishments all the more
inspiring.

I found myself reciting the biblical account

-| several times during the action and even the dia-

‘what Mary must have gone through durin

visit to her cousin Elisabeth, who is expectin
own child, John the Baptist. In the film, |
beth is facing the camera as Mary appr
her house and calls her name. Immediat
thought of Luke 1:41: “... when Elisabeth }
the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped i
womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the
Ghost.” I was not disappointed by the film’
trayal of this reaction.

Ever since I was a young girl, I've won¢

pregnancy. Did she try to convince anyons
was telling the truth or did she just accept
she'd be an outcast? Did her own parents be
her? Or any of her friends? Surely Eliss
must have been such a comfort to her, if on
assure her that she wasn't crazy.

The film does a masterful job of dealing
all of these emotions, yet with admirable fait
ness to Scripture. So many snippets of the |
cal account we've all heard so many times
popping into my mind during the film. It's
the filmmakers wanted this to happen.

The film truly does bring the biblical sto)
life, and it does so without downplaying
supernatural (Jesus’ deity, Elisabeth’s adva
age) or overplaying its audience — a fine
that the filmmakers walk successfully.

I can’t recommend the film highly enough
a great opportunity to share the story with u

logue.

One example of the film’s beauty is Mary’s

lievers (without risking embarrassment) an
relive the story yourself. [ |

and his relationship with the
Romans.

They even enlisted a dialect
coach, Jessica Drake (“Memoirs
of a Geisha”), who took actors
from all over the world (France,
Morocco, Africa, England) and
worked with them tirelessly for
weeks to give them all the same
dialect — something she called
ancient Middle Eastern Hebrew.

Godfrey said they paid such
attention to detail because the
subject matter was so impor-
tant.

“For the writer and Marty
and I — we felt it from the

Union University news service

Union conference explores Baptist identity

® Dockery, president of Union University, “The
Southern Baptist Convention since 1979.”

JACKSON — Frank Page, Paige Patterson,
Timothy George, Thom Rainer, and David Dockery
will be among the speakers at Union University’s
second “Baptist Identity Conference” here Feb. 15-
17. The conference will address the theme “Con-
vention, Cooperation, and Controversy.”

“Baptist Identity II is a much needed conver-
sation for Southern Baptists as we seek to better
understand our history and heritage in order to
build a new sense of cooperation for our shared
service in the 21st century,” said Dockery, presi-
dent of Union University. “The conference speak-
ers will be outstanding. Each is prepared to
address a key issue facing Southern Baptists at
this time in our history. I would strongly encour-
age pastors, denominational leaders, and key
laypersons to make plans to attend.”

Speakers and their topics for the conference
are as follows:

* Patterson, of Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary, “What Contemporary Baptists
| Can Learn from Anabaptists.”

. ® George, dean of Beeson Divinity School,
“The Future of Baptist Identity in a Post-Denom-
inational World.”

* Rainer, president of LifeWay Christian
Resources, “Evangelism and Church Growth in
the Southern Baptist Convention.”

e Page, president of the Southern Baptist
Convention, “The Role of the Cooperative Pro-
gram in the 21st Century.”

® Russell Moore, dean of the School of Theolo-
gy and senior vice president for academic admin-
istration at The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, “I.T. Eaton: Drawing on 19th Century
Baptist Models.”

e Steve Gaines, pastor of Bellevue Baptist
Church in Cordova, “The Future of the Tradition-
al Church.”

* Greg Thornbury, dean of the School of Chris-
tian Studies at Union University, “The Angry
Young Men of the SBC.”

e Ed Stetzer, missiologist and research team
director at the North American Mission Board,
“The Influence of the Emerging/Missional
Church.”

* Mike Day, director of missions for the Mid-
South Baptist Association in Memphis, Tenn.,
“The Future of Baptist Associations and State
Conventions.”

The conference will begin at 2 p.m. Feb. 15,
with the last session scheduled to start at 10 a.m.
Feb. 17. Cost for the conference is $50, which
includes three meals. Register online at

www.uu.edu/events/baptistidentity. For more
information, call (731) 661-5162. O |

beginning,” he said. “This is
something we had to write. We
wanted it to be scriptural. We

wanted the movie to reflect well
on God.”

Godfrey said even though the
actors were diverse, the weight
of the material was sometimes
palpable on the set. “We had
actors from every religious back-
ground — Catholic, Muslim,
everything. Yet the spiritual
tenor of the set was really still
when we had the scene with
Mary returning home pregnant
and having to face her parents.
And you could hear a pin drop on

the set when we were sho
the scene with Christ’s birt

What about audiences?
have they been respondir
far?

“Fantastic,” Godfrey sa
don’t think any of us cou
hoped for a more enthus
response — across denor
tions. And even more 8e
screenings have gone really

Similar to the lead-up to
Passion of The Christ,” r
churches are hosting pn
screenings of the film, or a
least encouraging their
bers to go.

New convention president .}

at Grace Baptist while'ﬁt ' .
pastor of Mosaic Commu

— Continued from page 1

A pastor who does not have
those priorities in order can
have his ministry hindered,
Stewart observed.

He noted |
that the most
important
person in his

——

Church in the inner-cif;
Knoxville. |
Stewart is looking forv
to his year as convention § &
ident. “I didn’t seek the |

tion and didn’t need it, but ¥

sense God is up to sometl

life is  his in the Tennessee Baptist {
wife, Becky, vention.” |
who he Again, he is convinced® d
described as than ever that “God want 2
the “ideal pas- goTEWART use the churches in the J§
tor’s wife.” nessee Baptist Conventiolg =
Stewart said his wife and make a difference in our® 8,
entire family were supportive and around the world. B,
of his decision to serve as pres- “Whatever God does Wit &,
ident of the convention if elect- through the local chum
ed. Stewart said. e
His family includes two “If we get our churegs
daughters — Tracey Stewart involved cooperatively ¥
of Atlanta and Terri Stewart God is doing we (the comti®
Rose of Knoxville — and two tion) get to be on ﬁ f
sons — Todd and Trent Stew- lines,” the new presiden
art — and eight grandchil- tinued. i1 :
dren. “I want to be a part of Ny
Both sons are ministers. God is doing,” Stewary
Trent serves as youth pastor firmed. O
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' By Wanda Lee :

letter from Lottie Moon,
onary to China, was pub-
;l'-' in the Foreign Mission
1al in 1887 urging South-
iaptist women to take seri-
their xole in reaching the
| for Christ. In today’s busy
| h life, we sometimes forget
all to prayer, sacrificial giv-
nd self-denial. As we begin
selebration of Christmas,
emember the words of Lot-
rself:
~a former letter I called
tion to the work of Southern
\sdist women, endeavoring
‘it as an incentive to stir up
omen of our Southern Bap-
\wurches to a greater zeal in
‘ause of missions. I have
been reading the minutes
2 ninth annual meeting of
Toman’s Board of Missions,
, South and find that in the
2nding in June they raised
iixty-six thousand dollars.
m convinced that one of the
reasons our Southern Bap-
‘omen do so little is the lack
ranization. Why should we
learn from these noble

|
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editorial / opinion

Dec. 3-10, 2006

That all peoples may know Him

Week of Prayer
for International Missions and
International Mission Study

~ Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
National Goal: $150 million f

Methodist women, and instead
of the paltry offerings we make,
do something that will prove
that we are really earnest in
claiming to be followers of Him
who, “though He was rich, for
our sake became poor?” How do
these Methodist women raise so
much money? By prayer and
self-denial. Note the resolution
“unanimously approved” by the
meeting above:

“Resolved, That this Board
recommend to the Woman’s Mis-
stonary Society to observe the
week preceding Christmas as a
week of prayer and self-denial.”

Need it be said, why the week
before Christmas is chosen? Is not
“the festive season when families
and friends exchange gifts in
memory of The Gift laid on the

‘ers plan
| ving just returned from the
[ came away, as I usually do,
‘a bit of-chagrin because of
‘eport of the Committee on
s,
i method used to select per-
for the various boards and
} littees needs to be addressed
serious manner. A glance at
i sting of persons newly elect-
lows a propensity to select
e from a limited number of
‘iations. Notably, for exam-
n the board of Carson-New-
 College, four of the nine are
Knox County. Are we to
® re that only persons in the
@ County Association were
i€:d as suitable? Likewise,
1 University has 10 trustees
two are from Madison-
ter, three are from Mid-
@1, and two are from
ville.
is disheartening, to say the
to read over the list and see
ame associations, year after
extended preference. And
8 'h the chairman of the com-
e noted that many associa-
never submit any names, I
for certain that for the past
¥ vears I have submitted
S, none of which have ever
7ed so much as a wink or a
Small wonder, then, that so
r associations don’t bother.
lOow can we fix it? Simple.
i persons from each associa-
® should be selected each year
£ | slots on the many boards
k committees. If there aren’t
bgh persons selected that

way, then the selections can be
broadened to regions (so that, for
instance — four additional per-
sons from the East, from the Mid-
dle, and from the West are cho-
sen). To ensure equity no one
association should have more
than one person on any board or
committee.

If something isn’t done I think
fewer and fewer people will both-
er to submit suggestions. After
all, why should they? The “good
ole boys” will simply continue to
appoint whomsoever, as-soever
they wish.

Jim West, pastor
Petros Baptist Church
Petros 37845

Go all the way

Thanks to Clayton Hicks
(B&R, Nov. 8) for his astute
observation in the last paragraph
of his good letter, “Go all the way
or don’t try to single out just one

So, now let’s apply that to the
recent victory where Tennesseans
beat back that monstrous chal-
lenge to the sanctity of marrnage,
the so-called “marriage amend-
ment.” To “go all the way” with this
issue, what are we going to do to
attack perhaps the biggest chal-
lenge to marriage, DIVORCE (I
can hear that country singer
singing it now, can’t you?)? Will
those among our legislative bodies
here in TN propose an amendment
to stamp out this curse? And what
about heterosexual couples Living
together without taking marriage
vows? And even worse, what about

altar of the world for the redemp-
tion of the human race, the most
appropriate time to consecrate a
portion from abounding riches
and scant poverty to send forth
the good tidings of great joy into
all the earth?”

I wonder how many of us real-
ly believe that “it is more blessed
to give than to receive.” A woman
who accepts that statement of our
Lord Jesus Christ as a fact, and
not as “impractical idealism,”
will make giving a principle of
her life.

To live the call means we
must seek God’s direction in all
aspects of our lives, including
stewardship. If we are serious
about the mandate to “Go into
all the world,” the giving of our
resources will match the biblical

letters to the editor

unwed folks who have children?
The battle is just beginning,
fellow Tennesseans. Can we Bap-
tists take the lead?
Steve Cates
Murfreesboro 37130

L ] &
Agrees with writer

In reference to the resolution
submitted at the September TBC
Executive Board meeting con-
cerning Wal-Mart joining the
National Gay/Lesbian Chamber
of Commerce, I agree with Mr
Clayton Hayes’ letter to the editor
in the Nov. 8 issue

The people who invest with
GuideStone should be aware that
GuideStone as of their Semi-
Annual financial statement dated
June 30, 2006 has in excess of $12
million invested in Wal-Mart.

If the GuideStone investors
boycott Wal-Mart, you are boy-
cotting one of the companies that
you own stock in.

Check some of the other com-
panies that Mr. Hayes listed. You
will find there are several of these

companies GuideStone invests in .

also supporting the NGLCC.
Don Allmon
Dyer 38330

Why they leave

I disagree with a letter to the
editor in the Nov. 8 issue and the
overall idea that it represents
among our churches. People do
not leave our churches because of
a lack of commitment. In fact, I
would say they leave our church-
es because of commitment.

I offer this explanation of my

teaching of our Lord. The admo-
nition from Lottie Moon to
organize the women and rally
their missionary spirits is just
as critical today as it was in
1887. WMU did organize the fol-
lowing year, and Lottie’s prod-
ding was the impetus for South-
ern Baptist women to establish
the Week of Prayer and the Lot-
tie Moon Christmas Offering®
for International Missions.

May the needs of the world
and our love for our Savior this
Christmas call forth a new gen-
eration of women committed
once again to prayer, sacrificial
giving, and self-denial so all the
world may know Him! 0 — Lee
is executive director of Woman'’s
Missionary Union, based in Birm-
ingham, Ala.

opinion. The letter used the all-
too-often cited example of sports
teams and how people never say
they don’t have time for those
types of activities in their lives
but will say that about church.
And I agree. People want to give
their time and ultimately their
lives where they feel part of a
team. With that in mind, we must
examine what makes a successful
team and the answer becomes
obvious; a winning team has a
clear goal and vision for the
future. No team ever starts out to
lose, they start out to win. No
team ever starts out to finish mid-
pack but to win championships.

If we want church members to
be committed to the church, we
must lead in a way that reflects
what they are drawn to and must
do what it takes to get people
excited about being on our team.
To do that, we must have a clear
goal and vision for the future.
People are committed, they just
aren’t committed to our churches
when they don’t feel like they are
part of a winning team.

If we want church members to
be committed to the church, we
should stop blaming them and
start looking in the mirror to
examine our leadership of the
“team” God has given us. After all,
Proverbs tells us where there is no
vision, the people are in disarray.
If our people are committed to the
wrong causes, it’'s likely because
they have no vision to follow and
consequently no team to join.

Rodney Arnold, assoc. pastor
Friendship Baptist Church
Knoxville 37931
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By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

Poor advize

An article in the Nov. 29
issue of The Tennessean In
Nashville has created a stir not
only in Middle Tennessee but
across the state as well.

In that article a professor
from David Lipscomb Universi-
ty said Christians must “let go”
some of their beliefs in order to
have peace with Muslims and
Jews. He went on to say that
Christians must shed the idea
that they need to promulgate a
worldwide Christianity, accord-
ing to The Tennessean article.

Hmmm. I wonder if this the-
ologian ever read Matthew
28:19-20?

Lee Camp, the Lipscomb pro-
fessor, also said, “If I hold to a
model of Jesus ... what I've com-
mitted to in my baptism is lov-
Ing my enemy. I'm not commit-
ted to killing you, but to serving
and honoring you. It’s an exclu-
sive commitment to the way of
Christ, not to the exclusive
authority of Christ.”

Hmmm. I wonder if Mr.
Camp has ever read, “I am the
way, the truth, the life; no man
cometh unto the Father, but by
me” (John 14:6). I would call
that exclusive authority.

But what do I know? I am no
theologian. I am just a Chris-
tian layman saved by God’s
grace and only by His mercy.

I do, however, know flawed
logic when I see it. It is flawed
to think that there will ever be
true world peace before Jesus
returns. The Bible says it won't
happen.

We are destined to live in a
world of strife. John 16:33 says
it hike this: “In me ye might
have peace. In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the
world.”

Don’t misunderstand. We
need to co-exist with other reli-
gions, but asking Christians to
“let go” of their beliefs is a
ridiculous piece of advice. I
notice he didn’t call for Jews or
Muslims to give up the tenets of
their beliefs.

Professor Camp said, “We
need to forsake the Christen-
dom model. The most basic
Christian commitment ... is
that we say we believe in the
Lordship of Jesus. But, if we
claim that, how can a Muslim or
Jew trust us, if we say Jesus is
the Lord of all Lords?”

Read IT Timothy 2:12: “... if

we deny Him, He also will deny
us.”
I don’t know about you, but I
would rather take my chances
being mistrusted by Muslims
and Jews than denying Jesus
Christ. After all, He is the
ONLY “way, the truth, and the
life.” May we never be ashamed
to proclaim it! 0
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The Cooperative
Program Is the
Financial
Foundation for
Missions ...,z

In this issue of the Baprist & Reflector is reported your
church’s Cooperative Program gifts. Since 1925 the
Cooperative Program has been the foundational financial
support for Southern Baptists in carrying out the mission
mandate of Acts 1:8.

We are now in the fifth generation of church leaders since
the beginning of the Cooperative Program. Each generation
teaching the next about cooperative missions has propelled
Southern Baptists into the strongest missionary sending
denomination of the 21st century.

However, for this to continue church leaders must continue
to give attention to the teaching of cooperative missions and
cooperative giving to those who come to be members of
Southern Baptist churches. Each year your state convention
makes resources available to you to help teach mission
education in your church. Several of these resources deal with
teaching about the Cooperative Program and are usually free to
your church; all you need to do is request these resources.

Usually your church receives the information about what is
available to be used early in January. This year because of the
budget issues that took
place at the state
convention  in
November, these
resources  will
not be available
for you to order
il March. B COOPERATIVE PROGRAM
watching  your
mail and the Tennessee Baptist Convention web site for the
announcement of what is available.

For those of you that use Missionary Moments, these are
now available. To get your Missionary Moments just e-mail
tharris@tnbaptist.org, or call 1-800-558-2090, ext. 7912, and
request your copy.

If you would like someone to come and speak to your
church or a group in your church abour the Cooperative
Program, call Gary Rickman at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 2020, or
e-mail him at grickman@tnbaptist.org.

- Gulf ‘Coast area to assist homeowners and churches rebulld, repair,

(A& hurch Healt/

atters

"Building healthy churches empowered by the presence of God.

Volunteer Construction Mission
Opportunities

T | A L B =0 E= i L e A &

Baptist Builders

Baptist Builders exist to assist local congregations with construction needs. This
include some or all of the planning, construction, and occupancy needs.

Volunteers are also helping individuals and families impacted by a variety of dis:
recover from their loss and discover God’s love in the process.

Adult volunteer groups and individuals are annually matched with hundrec
requests for church construction assistance. Many of these projects are located
Tennessee. Churches receive the necessary assistance that enables them to focu
growing the kingdom of God. : I:fq

Skilled and unskilled volunteers are needed in areas such as painting, calﬁ i

d

electrical work, plumbing, roofing, brick and block laying, landscaping, han
services, and others. Helpers, assistants, and other support workers are also n
essential parts of the team. :

For further information about Baptist Builders and projects in Tennessee; call T
Acres, TBC Disaster Relief director, volunteer construction, I*800-558-2090 ext. 7
or (615) 371-7927, or e-mail him at dacres@tnbaptist.org. He can also assi:
submitting requests for a building project for a local church.

Gulf Coast Rebuild i

In March 2005, the Tennessee Baptist Convention and the Metro Baptist associat
Nashville, Mid-South, Chilhowee, Bradley County, and Knox County, forn
partnership with the Gulf Coast Baptist Association in Gulfport, Miss.

This began a two-year commitment to provide a recovery and rebuilding minit
the victims of Hurricane Katrina in the Mississippi Gulf Coast area. The partn
coordinates volunteer teams from Tennessee Baptist churches working in the Miss
and clean t
damage caused by Hurricane Katrina. Both olunteers are |
to rebuild and repair homes and to provid t ecte
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olunteer Missions Opportunities
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-ation t" {Project 1D |Project Description 2B Dates
[Rio aneiro, Braztl Rio-07-15 |Doctors, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, eye doctors, helpers are needed to workin medical/evangelism clinic. Sept. 7-16 £
IR o de Janeiro, Brazil - Rio-07-20 |Doctors, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, eye doctors, helpers are needed to work in medical/evangelism clinic. Oct. 12-21 "*;
i3 Team to help church that flooded with light repairs, new retaining wall, landscaping, etc. Church has asked the .
IA-07-05  |volunteers help with providing materials for project. open :;
IA-07-04 Teams to do Backyard Bible Clubs, evangelism, and outreach. Two teams of seven each week. ad =
IA-07-03  |Team to conduct Vacation Bible School, fﬁnting. repair work, and some carpentry. June 9-16 <
Sio! |IA-06-03  |Adopt an area to help start a church. open %
| |Sioux Rapids, lowa IA-07-01 Team to do various repair work on church building that is in need of repair. ASAP "
i i Team to paint and carpet sanctuary. Block parties and BYBC can also be done. Ghurch asks if team could help 7
IA-07-06  |provide financial support. open
Team of no more than 11 to help repair community center. Specific activities would include painting and carpentry. E':
(R _ Purpose of project is to reach out and connect with unchurched members in community. Church asks that team 5
| alzada. Montana MT-07-11 |help pay for paint and construction supplies. : Late summer or fall 2007 "
{Alzada, Montana MT-07-12 |work. Late summer or fall 2007 :
- Teams to help with remodeling. Teams would add extra walls, doors, windows, laying carpet, etc. Church asks that S
' |Bozeman, Montana MT-07-07 |teams help with some funding if possible. June 1-July 30, 2007
Choteau, Montana MT-07-09 |Team to repair and paint youth building. open
|Choteau, Montana MT-07-10 |Team to help with VBS. To be determined

| |[East Helena, Montana MT-07-01

Team of 4-10 to help with VBS.

July 7-14, 2007

T Teaaldzla

| |[East Helena, Montana MT-07-02

Team of 4-10 to help conduct block party for community.

June 10-17, 2007

|East Helena, Montana MT-07-03

Team of 4-10 to canvas community.

June 24-30, 2007

.L'Gaﬂinburg, Tennessee TN-07-01

|Lewistown, Montana MT-07-14 |Teams to help build new church building. Summer
! Church would like to start a Sunday afternoon worship time on ski slopes and would like a team of at least 10 to
i | Marysville, Montana MT-07-05 |come and help start this ministry. Weekend in Jan. or Feb.

Groups to conduct 4-5 camps in campgrounds Mon-Fri. In the evening, the group will perform a Family Evening
program in a campground. 20-40 people each week are needed.

June 3-9, June 10-16, July 22-28,
July 29-Aug. 4

Appalachian Outreach is a poverty relief ministry in partnership with the community. They provide a spectrum of
care including home repair, food pantry, clothing ministry, educational programs, and shelter. Individuals and teams
are needed to work in these different areas.

Year Round

8l '[Jefferson City, Tennessee |[TN-07-02

B/ Kim Margrave

S T other is doing; who s dUing what Worship (seminary)
; : o e I'il".l. Of
| where; what works; sha & Spring 2008 (semester, mid-Jan. — beg. of May)
. tdnﬂs tlbat mean? Well, those resources; and how we can support The Terelinptiird feolled
-?-" 1e TBC staff who serve on this each other. Music & Worship (college)

finister of Missions Affinity Team
elps Churches Help Churches | &

Spring 2007 (semester, mid-Jan. — beg. of May)

e often hear in the volunteer to how to do a missions budget, and .
ssions area if only there was someone mission trip scholarships to local Fall 2007 (semester, end of Aug. — mid-Dec.)

1 have chosen to serve, because of | .
pass tm fﬁl’ missmns in the local . For example, churches are sharing Music Appreciation (college)
e Minister of Missions mission personnel during their church Missiology (seminary)

eam mﬁﬁﬁs quarterly in each wide missions events.

Intro to Christian Thought (college)
Writing & Research (college)

Youth Education (seminary)

help us, someone who has tried this church planting. | Baptist History & Beliefs (college)
Jject or mission trip before us. |

Early this year, the Tennessee The most important thing that rakes
Comrenngn formed a Minister place is churches discovering what each Blastiva

Cross Cultural Evangelism (college)

Classics of Christian Literature (college)

Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary
Potential Teaching Opportunities

January 2007 (1 week intensives, Jan. 8-12)

January 2008 (1 week intensives, Jan. 8-12)

History of Western Civilization (college)

B P ——— iy S —— W~ W = gy

I
. . . < :
'I:'-i'.-'..r.:'_;-,,b gmm . Aoialier ﬁ}{amplf: atlheate e ET::TVZ 2008 (1 week intensives, mid-May — mid-June) i
! ',f _ '--4'} - first Middle Tennessee meeting when Preaching I (seminary) W | | |
'ho mmes> It is open to any one of the churches shared with the For information abnu.t these teaching opportunities and a list of requlret:l E
""" mmmns mmrster or missions group about an opportunity to connect qualifications, contact Kim Margrave at (800) 558-2090 ext. 2021, or e-mail |
aupcrsan. with some international students from  kmargrave@mbaptist.org,
a closed country. We learned that some i
_,af the churches in the Middle Construction Request:
' Tennessee area had experience working Teams are needed to repair eight of the two-bedroom student housing units
i&‘ﬁhe Pﬂaﬂ of this afﬁmty with this pm‘ple group. In fact, one on campus that are in need of serious rf:pair: The fmfndatu.::n w:ull need to be |
_ The Purposﬁ 15 to prmnde a church had started a church among this repaired and rebuilt to Canadian specifications. This project is very labor-
' _3“ ;ﬁnlm for churches to learn peop‘le group in the Nashville area. in;irl:sivc, and teams will need to have some people that know how to
' jackhammer.
5 1:?‘:@?31.;‘;:;%6?:;1; The appurrunities for churches to The project can bf:. done at any tume durinithc academic year. If you m:e
n,:._‘.,,; ded an @phmugns process hf:'lp churches are endless. interested, CDD'E&CI-K.IITI Margrave at (800) 558-2090 ext. 2021, or e-mail
= kmargrave@wmbaptist.org,

Church Health Matters
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:;"',"'Marcig;ﬁr'rox :
Baptist and Reflector

LEEHON HILL — The Sunday School

er for the “T.E.L. Class” of Union

Jill Baptist Church, Goodlettsville, is
;ﬁl going strong despite her advanced

o 1ge.

~ ':’g?H'elen Lee, 90, of the Union Hill
ommunity teaches the older ladies
Jass, otherwise known as the “Timo-

B hy, Eunice, and Lois” or TEL Class of
he church every Sunday. The class has
our regular members including one
‘mnember who is 91, some members in
‘heir 80s, and one regular visitor for
‘he past 10 years. The rest of her class
‘nembers are either in nursing homes
O)r assisted living facilities in the area.

Those members able to attend her
lass accompany Lee who drives' on
nonthly car trips to visit the home-
yound members in the local facilities.
see also drives so she and members
:an take social trips to see area attrac-
/ions.

Lee, who was not brought up in
thurch, credits her Sunday School class
with knowing more than she does as
‘he teacher. “My old women that I
. each know more Bible than I do,” she
iaid. “It’'s more of a discussion type
1lass.”

At their ages, discussion questions
vork well since everyone has notable
ife experiences to share including Lee,
'vho drove a Metro Nashville public
chool bus for special education stu-
lents for 25 years and raised four
laughters, two sons, and helped raise
'wo grandsons.

. “I loved working with the handi-
i*p_ped students,“ Lee said. “I loved

5oodletisville Sun

e

Union Hill Baptist Church, Goodlettsville.

driving the school bus. I drove all over
for Metro Public Schools, because the
children had to be picked up at their
homes and taken to different schools.”

A widow now for 35 years, Lee mar-
ried Robert G. Lee in 1936, and they
eventually moved to a house which was
next door to Union Hill Baptist.

A native of Goodlettsville, Helen as
a child took over household duties for
her father and brother after her moth-
er died. Helen was just in the eighth
grade. She did not have the opportuni-
ty to attend church because the family
moved to a rural area.

Helen remembered attending a
revival as a teenager held at a church
on Dickerson Road where she was
saved and later baptized in the creek
near Long Hollow Pike. She didn’t

School fe

HELEN LEE is a Sunday School teacher at

know that she had even joined
the New Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church, Goodlettsville,
until Union Hill Baptist
received a transfer letter for
membership from New Bethel
Baptist.

Lee began her church work
by attending Union Hill Bap-
tist and helping out with the
children when her children
were small. “I started by work-
ing in the nursery, then I
worked later in the intermedi-
ates as the children grew,” she
noted. Lee worked wherever
she was needed in the church,
because she wanted her chil-
dren to be in church, she
added.

“I did it, because I had
missed it all. I learned religion
from my children. I worked as
an assistant teacher, taught Vacation
Bible School, and worked in the church
all the time. You don’t mingle with it
without it rubbing off on you. My work
in the church was my witness for my
children.”

Lee was also active in the church
choir and the Woman’s Missionary
Union. She began her Sunday School
work by serving as the outreach leader
for another ladies class for which she
sent out cards and letters.

Lee joined the TEL Class as a mem-
ber in her 70s. At one point the class

had 15 members, but over the years
teachers resigned for various reasons.

Lee was elected teacher of the TEL
Class 10 years ago. She still calls her
members every two weeks.

“I was called to do church work, and

Tennessee news ~

cher is still teaching at 90

I was called to teach the class,” she
added. “People are made to feel wel-
come here every time the doors are
open, which 1s the best witness for my
grandchildren.” Lee also attends
church on Sunday nights and Wednes-
day nights.

When she is not at church, she is
busy sewing, crocheting, making quilts,
embroidering, and gardening. She has
completed 14 quilts this year.

Lee survived two heart attacks
which occurred close to each other in
the summer of 2004. She recently
decided to slow down, because she has
an occasional backache. She sees her
backache as “a blessing to take care of
her heart,” and it reminds her to sit
down.

After the heart attacks, she decided
that the Lord had something else for
her to do because she lived. But she
decided to leave the choir even though
she loved to sing in the choir.

“I just didn’t like the new music,
because they make medleys out of
everything. I love all the old songs. In
my old age, I don’t want to change. But
I've gotten to learn some new songs.
Everyday I read the Scripture.

“My advice for people who want to
live long is to live the very best you
know how, and the Lord will take care
of the rest of 1t.”

While driving a school bus for 40
hours a week, she worked for a couple
of years on the weekends as a sitter for
homebound patients. “Hard work won't
kill you,” she said.

During one of her sitting assign-
ments, she also taught Sunday School
at Harpeth Heights Baptist Church,

Nashville. [
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Facing profests,
Wal-Mart modifies
ties to groups

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Wal-Mart,
the nation’s largest retailer and
non-governmental employer —
facing protests over its associa-
tion with homosexual activist
groups — issued a statement
Nov. 21 that it would “not make
corporate contributions to sup-
port or oppose highly controver-
sial issues unless they directly
relate to our ability to serve our
customers.”

The American Family Associ-
ation, which had called for a
boycott of Wal-Mart during the
important shopping days follow-
ing Thanksgiving, called off the
boycott. Even so, on Nov. 27 Wal-
Mart posted its first loss in
November sales in 10 years.
Same-store sales, which the
company expected would be flat,
were down 1 percent.

Controversy erupted when
Wal-Mart sent a $25,000 dona-
tion to the National Gay and
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce
(NGLCC) in August, a move the
chamber’s - president said the
retailer initiated. The contribu-
tion, according to a Los Angeles
Times report, was to fund events
and initiatives that will, with
Wal-Mart’s participation, teach
homosexual business owners

how to become suppliers for the
worldwide retail outlet. The

American Family Association
had said the move showed pref-
erential treatment to homosexu-
als and condoned “same-sex
marriage.”

The National Gay and Les-
bian Chamber of Commerce,
founded in 2002, boasts the sup-
port of several large companies.
Founding members of the cham-
ber include IBM, Wells Fargo,
Motorola, JP Morgan-Chase,
Intel, American Airlines, Ernst
& Young, American Express, and
Wyndham Hotels. Wal-Mart and
Sam’s Club are listed as “corpo-
rate visionaries” on the cham-
ber’s web site. Cisco Systems
and Avis also are listed.

Wal-Mart had contended that
the partnership with the
NGLCC was in line with the
company’s efforts to expand

Mission Groups Needed,
Belize Central America
More information see web site

onmissionbelize.com or (931)
703-7595 or e-mail
garyS 147 @bellsouth.net.

New Lower Rates For
Term Life Insurance! |

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male)

6, 2006 - —

Age $150,000 $300,000
25 $11.08 $13.39
|3 $11.35 $13.91 |
I $19.76 $30.45
R $42.45 $73.24
| s $103.46  $19478 |

! Please call The Insurance Store
(Knoxville, Tenn.) Toll Free
1-800-583-0970, 9-9 Mon.-Sat. |

| Level premiums that do not increase for |
the first 15 years. Wntten by an A+ life |

| insurance company. Preferred Male rates
illustrated above. Please call for nmErl
ages and Female rates.

beyond their rural southern
roots into urban areas where
shoppers are more diverse. A
company spokesman  also
reported that Wal-Mart had
partnered with other homosexu-
al activist groups such as the
Human Rights Campaign. Wal-
Mart also recently made a
$60,000 donation to “Out and
Equal,” a homosexual advocacy
group that supports workplace
equality for homosexuals, and
the company supports The Point
Foundation, which provides
scholarships to students “mar-
ginalized due to sexual orienta-
tion, gender expression, or gen-
der identity.”

Although the AFA said it was
“pleased with the announce-
ment” and encouraged its sup-
porters to send thank you let-
ters to the company, Mona
Williams, vice president for com-
munications with Wal-Mart, told
Baptist Press the company will
continue to donate to “specific
projects,” though it would “no
longer give donations across the
board.”

“As with the chamber
[National Gay and Lesbian
Chamber of Commerce], we
would not give them a blanket
donation. But if they had a proj-
ect or an initiative, such as hate
crimes education or one about
workplace equality, we would
support that,” Williams said.

“The statement we issued
was the result of us listening to
both our associates — our
employees — and our cus-
tomers. A lot of them had con-
cerns. We wanted to take a more
thoughtful approach. We wanted
to listen to both sides and our
statement is a result of that.”

Asked if Wal-Mart’s policies
toward homosexual groups were
a departure from their tradi-
tional, family oriented values,

,_ BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES =

Manufacturers Bnplistri&a
Lights

TOLL FREE: 1-800-446-7400
FAX: 434-822-2210  Steeples

P.O. Box 2250 * Danville, Virginia 24541

Williams said, “Our values are
constant, our values have not
changed.” She also said recent
protests by the AFA and other
pro-family groups were not the
reason for the retailer's dip in
sales in November.

As noted in its Nov. 21 state-
ment, Wal-Mart did not indicate
that it would cease all partner-
ships with the NGLCC or other
homosexual-oriented groups.
Instead, it said partnerships into
which the company enters will
reflect the makeup of communi-
ties where stores are located.

Wal-Mart gave more than .

$245 million to various charities
last year. The company was
named by the Chronicle of Phil-
anthropy as the largest corpo-
rate donor in the country. Wal-
Mart employs more than 1.3
million people in the United
States. O

Union’s Dockery
speaks at llinois

convention mig.
Baptist Press

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — With
the theme, “Thy Kingdom Come,”
speakers at the 100th annual
meeting of the Illinois Baptist
State Association urged messen-
gers to reach the 8.2 million peo-
ple in their state who do not
know Christ as Savior.

More than 500 messengers
and visitors attended the Nov. 8-
9 meeting at the Crowne Plaza
here.

David Dockery, president of
Union University in Jackson, led
the meeting’s Bible study, warn-
ing messengers about “flexidolo-
g

“The church wants to be as
flexible as the shifting currents
of our society,” he said. “But we

To the best of our knowledge all
ads in the Baptist and Reflector
represent legitimate companies
and offerings. However, one
should always use caution in
responding to ads.

travel

Christian Life Tours is still the best! Every cruise
or tour is escorted by hosts with over 30 years of
group travel experience. Now booking for 2007
to Alaska, Hawaii,
Canadian Rockies, and Branson. Call 877-557-
0073 (toll free) or e-mail ddale1950@aol.com for

the Mediterranean,

your complimentary newsletter!

IEYoTrVaniSare? Sendifor a FREECD!

Carpenter Bus Sales, the exclusive Bus Provider for
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LifeWay Church Bus Sales, not only sells buses...we !'8"'
keep up with safety issues, legislation, regulations B
and insurance conélderatmns... vyl
0 you can make an informed purchase!
- o 3 & . :
—— If you are still transporting your Church
& —— ‘members and guests in a 15-passenger

issues or your liabilities, let us
FREE CD entitlied /S YOUR VA

Email: info@carpenterbus.com

S
SAFE?

America’s #1 Church Bus Dealer

1-800-370-6180 - carpenterbus.com

national / state news

are called to teach the truth. Be
prepared to refute those who
oppose 1t.”

Dockery told messengers
God’s people “must be a people of
unquestioned integrity marred
by no obvious disgrace, no loop-
hole for an out.

“Leaders must be prepared to
refute those who distort the
gospel,” he said. “We must realize
the false teachers today in the
21st century are not new. They
are merely the heirs of those who
have gone before, merely a differ-

CLASSIFIED

MINISTRY — CHILDREN
Exciting, established children’s
ministry seeking person to lead
preschool/children’s  ministry.
Bachelor's degree required,
Master’s degree from a Southern
Baptist Seminary preferred.
Resumes may be e-mailed to
searchcommittee @fbcjoelton.-
org or mailed to Search Commit-
tee, First Baptist Church, 7140
Whites Creek Pk., Joelton, TN
37080.

o P
LaBelle Haven Baptist Church is
accepting resumes for a part-
time children’s minister. Interest-
ed applicants may submit
resume to, 6825 E. Holmes Rd.,
Memphis, TN, 38141, fax (901)

547-1650 or labellehaven@-
bellsouth.net. Attn: Winford
Baker.

G b

Vibrant children's ministry look-
ing for full-time children’s minis-
ter! Candidate should have
strong organizational and man-
agement skills, and an adequate
level of experience -and training
in child development. For more
information, call First Baptist
Church, Siloam Springs, Ark., at
(479) 524-3106. Please submit
resumes by e-mail to infor@-
focsiloam.com or by fax to (479)
524-8606. Siloam Springs Is
located in northwest Arkansas,
one of the fastest growing areas
of the nation. Learn more at
www.siloamchamber.com.

MINISTRY — COMBINATION
Seeking associate pastor & min-
ister to students. Full-time posi-
tion. Please submit resumes to

Meridian Baptist Church, Search-

Committee, 6513 Chapman
Hwy., Knoxville, TN 37920,
webmaster @ meridianbapiist.org.

MINISTRY — OTHER
Part-time business manager
position, college  degree
required. Send resumes to
Woodmont Baptist Church,
Attention: Joe Stacker, 2100
Woodmont Blvd., Nashville, TN
37215. Resumes must be
received by Dec. 31, 2006.

MISCELLANEOUS
Church van wanted at reason-
able price or someone wanting
to donate one for work in lowa.
Contact Calvary Baptist Church,
1302 N.E. Poplar, Leon, lowa
50144, E-mail: mdc2@grm.net..

ent package of old errors”

A budget of $5.9 milliee
including shared items, passe
by an overwhelming margin wit
only a handful of dissentin
votes. The approved budget isa
percent increase over the 200
budget. Illinois Baptists also re
elected Fred Winters, pastor ¢
First Baptist Church, Maryvilk

as convention president. 7}
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MINISTHY — PASTOR
Eldad Baptist Church of Trenton
Tenn., is seeking a full-time pas
tor. Please send resumes X
Eldad Baptist Church, Pasto
Search Committee, Ron Barnes
49 Eldad Road, Trenton, Th
38382.
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SPOP
West End Baptist Church ir
Columbia, Tenn., is seeking & ¥
full-time pastor. Please sent
resume to Robert Bonsee, 46]
White Oak Trail, Spring Hill, TN j
37174.

PO S

Sharon Baptist Church is accept: §°
ing resumes for senior pastor §°
Growing community, excelleni g«
facilities, new ministry center,
820 members. Mail to Sharon s
Baptist Church, Senior Pastor
Search Committee, 7916 Pedigo puipt
Rd., Knoxville, TN 37938.
>R
French Broad Baptist Church in |
Dandridge, Tenn., is seeking & juu
bivocational pastor. We are &
small congregatmn of approxi- §=
mately 70 in AM worship. Inter- fu
ested parties should send
resumes to the following address, |
French Broad Baptist Church, P. ju
O. Box 1577, Dandridge, TN |

37725. Our web site I8 §s
www.frenchbroadbaptistchurch.
org. |

-

MINISTRY — MUSIC ! -
Seeking full-time worship minis= &
ter for mid-size, growing south-
ern Baptist church in thriving
community of SE Tennessee.
Candidate must be able to wo
with wide range of age groups.
Must be creative and innovative.
Will be expected to provide &
blended music program. Prefer = —
bachelors degree with minimum °
5 years experience in church ‘Th
setting. Please prayerfully subml
your resume to Worship Minist
Search Committee, P.O. Box 8,
Ooltewah, TN 37363. lftha

MINISTRY STUDEH‘I’ L}
Cardiff Baptist Church, locatedin T,
Rockwood, Tenn., seeks a bives ¢
cational youth minister. Send
resume to 150 Delozier
Fiockwood TN 37854.

POee

Pine Eden Baptist Church i
Crossville, Tenn,, is searching fof
a full-time minister of youth wilf
additional administrative duti
Please mail resume and refef
ences to Pine Eden Baplist
Church, 976 Genesis Ha
Crossville, TN 38555. Attn: Pé
tor Tony L. Wilson,
pineedenbc.com.
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shristmas is about giving
( Clayton Dunsmore '

' Christmas is about giving. God gave His Son. We
sceive His Son by faith and have eternal life. But what
o we give and to whom do we give? Most might answer
1at they give to their families, friends, and loved ones.
thers might even give to strangers who are in need. All

f these are good answers, but a question arises in my
uhd,_“Huw does this type of giving effect the kingdom of
0d?” '
rﬂ’gn 1995 God taught me a valuable lesson about giving.
. had been asked to go on a mission trip to the Ukraine.
really wanted to go, had prayed about it, and even had
.aved some money for the trip. But it just seemed that 1
a8 not at peace about going. Obstacles kept popping up.
finally had to decline to go on the trip. I was confused
nd could not understand why I was not able to go.

I picked up a copy of the Baptist and Reflector and
‘egan to read. There was an article about the Lottie
Toon Christmas Offering. The article noted that if the
'‘MCO received sufficient funds, then missionaries could
e sent to the Ukraine. The Lord spoke to my heart
arough that article and I sensed the leadership of the
[oly Spirit telling me to put the money I had saved for
1e Ukraine trip in the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.
did what I was instructed to do and even went a bit fur-
1er. I challenged our church to double its goal for the
MCO. The church accepted the challenge and God
lessed as-we surpassed our goal.

It was during this time that the following verse of
cripture came alive for me: “Give and it shall be given
nto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken

)gether, and running over ... For with the same meas-
‘re that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you
gain” (Luke 6:28).
' Thad been a tither for many years, but God taught me

| bout giving a good measure, or going beyond the tithe -

' nd making an offering, a sacrifice to Him.
' The next year the opportunity arose for me to go to

fg Ukraine once again. I remember praying to the Lord

. nd saying “if you want me to go, just make the way.” The
\ ext day I received a call from my director of missions
i tho told me that someone had come by his office and
' aid they would pay my way if I would go. To make a long
| tory short, I have since been to the Ukraine eight times
" nd to other countries as well. God has supplied and paid
\ny way every time. That investment I made in God’s
| ingdom work has blessed me over and over.

" I can testify God keeps His Word. Try Him. Invest in
' Iis kingdom. Give to the LMCO. It all goes to help His
' nissionaries spread His Word. [ — Dunsmore is director
" f missions for Cumberland Gap Baptist Association, based
‘1 Harrogate.

] a way with words

&rhe caregiver

;‘
!!#'Hth X. Lewis

| fthere’s a place in God’s own heart
| And favor in His eyes

Tor practice of a saintly art,

Che caregiver qualifies.

 fit’s their only livelihood

Or if they're volunteers,

[hey represent what's right and good
‘And love is working here.

30 when we're spreading praise around
'And hold in high esteem,

Jnes with all the stars in their crowns,
The caregiver reigns supreme. O

‘Copyright by Hugh X. Lewis. Lewis, a Baptist layman, is
J0et laureate of Christian country music in Tennessee. He
jas written more than 250 songs and is featured daily on
110 Southern gospel radio stations throughout the country.
e is available to speak to church and senior aduilt groups.
or more information, call (615) 883-0086.

Hope that lives

By Reggie Weems

Focal Passage: I Peter 1:3-13,
18-21

The name of Jesus is synony-
mous with hope but hope for a
Christian is radically different from
the world’s definition of hope, which
is really only wishful thinking.
Christian hope is genuine and valid
because our Savior is real and alive.
It is the well-founded assurance
that God is a faithful Creator (I
Peter 4:19) with whom we can trust
what is most valuable about us, our
eternal souls. Hope is anchored in
the future but it is based on what
has occurred in the past, both in cre-
ation and at the cross. Since cre-
ation’s dawn, every sunrise and
every season speaks of God’s faith-
fulness. Elizabeth Barrett Browning
expressed the hope that creation
offers Christians when she wrote,
“Karth’s crammed with heaven, And
every common bush afire with God;
And only he who sees takes off his
shoes; The rest sit round it and
pluck blackberries.” Peter wants his
readers to wake up to the reality of
God’s work in their midst and join
creation’s daily song of hope.

The apostle’s readers certainly
need hope. From Pontus on to
Bithynia (the route his letter carri-
er would travel), Peter’s audience
was suffering naturally (1:7) but
also from official Roman persecu-
tion just on the horizon (4:12). Peter
points his readers to the reality of

God’s victorious accomplisnments

in Christ at the cross. Hope for what

we do not see is rooted in what we
have seen in Christ’s life, death, and
resurrection. Faith in that fact nat-
urally results in present and future
hope. Working faith always creates
“living hope” (1:3). To have hope we
must:

(1) Remember Jesus resurrec-
tion (1:1-5). Christianity is rooted in
real historical facts. Jesus Christ
was a real person whom Peter and
other apostles personally knew (I
John 1:2-3). In His passion, Christ
publicly defeated humanity’s most
feared and powerful enemy, death.
That wvictory insures an “inheri-
tance that is imperishable, unde-
fined, and unfading” (1:4). Since
nothing can change the historical
fact of Jesus’ resurrection, nothing
can change the future Jesus promis-
es. Therefore, in the midst of our
own trials we bless God (1:3) and
“rejoice with joy that is inexpress-
ible and filled with glory” (1:8).

(2) Prepare your mind for suffer-
ing (1:10-13). Earth is not heaven
and Christians need to remember
the difference. Hardship is natural
to this life. Unfulfilled expectations
lead to disappointment with God
who never promised a life free from
suffering. Christians should expect
both natural suffering (Job 5:7,
John 16:33) and suffering directly
related to their Christianity
(Matthew 10:22 and Luke 21:12) as
the norm and not the exception.
C.S. Lewis wrote, “I didn’t go to reli-

gion to make me happy. If you want
a religion toO makKe you reel really

comfortable, I certainly don’t recom-

Bible teaching i

Sunday School Lesson

Bible Studies for Life
Dec. 10

mend Christianity.” Our Savior suf-
fered (v. 11) and we will too. Our
ultimate hope really 1s not in this
world but in the “grace that will be
brought to you at g
the revelation of
Jesus Christ (v
13).

(3) Put both

hope in God (v. 18-
21). Christians
are often disap- —————
pointed because WEEMS
they place their

hope in frail people or in a finite
world that is passing away (I John
2:17). Our trust is not in “futile
ways” (v. 18) or “silver and gold” (v.
18) but in the “precious blood of
Christ” (v. 19) whose sacrifice has
done for us what no one else and
nothing else can do. Only Jesus is
worthy of our hope. He alone is the
treasure to be cherished with “all
your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all
your strength” (Mark 12:30).

Hope always lives because Jesus
ever lives. Thus we sing, “How firm
a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in His excellent
Word! What more can He say than
to you He hath said, You, who unto

Jesus for refuge have fled?” 1 —
yveems 1s senior pastor of Heritage

Baptist Church, Johnson City.

Working with confidence in Goa

By Thurman Seber

Focal Passage: Ezra 4:4-5, 24 -
5:5; 6:8, 13-16

Introduction. There before the
people of God lay a huge undertak-
ing, one that would require
tremendous amounts of labor,
time, and money. And yet, they felt
a strong urgency from God to
rebuild the Holy Temple in
Jerusalem. How should they pro-
ceed and what would the days
before them hold?

Anticipate frustrations (4:4-
5). The inhabitants of the land did
not wish the temple of God to be
rebuilt. The heathen and the impure
religious people were united in
opposition.

During the years of captivity,
people with no faith in the living
God had taken possession of the
land. They were joined by those
who later came to be called
Samaritans. These were people of
mixed religious blood. Partly Jews,
they had intermarried with tribes
who had no faith in the God of
Israel. At first, those with mixed
religion offered to help with the
building. The returning exiles had
reason to question both their
motives and their relationship to
God. They refused such help.

Both legal opposition and threats
of violence were brought against
those who went about the task of
building the House Of God.

Be sure that we will face opposi-
tion from Satan, and sometimes it
comes from unexpected directions.

Strong enemies of God always step
forth to hinder the work. The Bible
pattern continues today, as it has
down through all the ages, the work
of God will be met with opposition
and frustration.

A lesson is to be learned here by
the church. While seeking to be
friendly with unbelievers and with
those who are impure in the faith,
we must not allow them to carry the
responsibility assigned to believers.
God will not bless a work attempted
by those with dirty hands and
impure hearts (Psalm 24:3) Who
shall ascend into the hill of the
LORD? or who shall stand in His
holy place? (Psalm 24:4).

Follow
divine guid-
ance (4:24 - 5:5).
God was speak-
ing, His voice
could be heard
through the
prophets, espe-
cially Haggai and
Zechariah. (The
same ones God
used to write part
of the Old Testament.) The people
must have felt torn between the
need to obey the orders of the king
and the overwhelming desire to fol-
low the leadership of the Almighty.

Christian people sometimes feel
caugh.t between the will of the peo-
ple and the leadership of God.
What must we do in times such as
these?

Expect God’s victor (6:8, 13-
18). God worked out perfectly that

SEBER

Sunday School Lesson
Explore the Bible
Dec. 10

for which the people did not have
even a partial solution. Those who
would have hindered were ren-
dered powerless. The ancient
decree of Cyrus was found, it was
just as the Jews had claimed. King
Darius commanded even more, giv-
ing orders for the expenses to be
met by the leaders of the region.
Isn’t it amazing what God can do?
(Philippians 4:19, But my God shall
supply all your need according to
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.)

This great temple was not built
quickly but it was built in God’s
good time. The victory will always
come in the times of God.

Conclusion. We must be will-
ing to both wait and follow. When
God gives orders to advance, we
must quickly put our hands to the
task. Sometimes we face obstacles
that only God can overcome. In
times such as this, we must not
run ahead of God, but wait on His
powerful moving and intervention.

It became quite obvious that
there was a higher power control-
ling all. The plan of God would be
carried out.

Is God calling you to a great
task, one that looks almost impos-
sible to complete? Have faith in
God. 7 — Seber, currently director of
missions at  Salem Baptist
Association, Liberty, will enter full-
time evangelism in January.
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Deaths

¢ Bettye Powers, 85, of Mt.
Juliet, wife of Vern Powers.
retired Tennessee Baptist Con-

vention Protection  Plans
Department director, died Nov.
27 at Baptist Hospital,

Nashville, following surgery.
Mrs. Powers supported her hus-
band in his ministry for 65
years. Other survivors include
three daughters, two sons, five
grandchildren, and four great
grandchildren. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to Bel-
mont Partners Scholarship, Bel-
mont University Development
Office, 1900 Belmont Blvd.,
Nashville, TN 37212, or First
Baptist  Church Building
Bridges, 108 7th Ave. S,
Nashville, TN 37203.

¢ Kathryn Culbertson, 89,
of Martin, widow of Lewis B.
Culbertson, a former Tennessee
Baptist pastor in northwest Ten-
nessee, died Nov. 15. Until her
health began to decline several
years ago, she was very active in
her church, First Baptist
Church, Sharon; Weakley Coun-
ty Baptist Association, Dresden;
and state Sunday School and
Woman’s Missionary Union
work. She is survived by three
children.

Leaders
¢ First Baptist Church of

NANNIE MARSH, the oldest
member of First Baptist
Churech, Church Hill, was hon-
ored recently by the church on
her 104th birthday. She is with
Gary Gerhardt, pastor, who pre-
sented Marsh with a corsage.
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Livingston has called Jeremy
Gengler of Midland, Texas, as
minister of education and stu-
dents effective Dec. 10.

¢ Cumberland Baptist Asso-
ciation, Clarksville, honored
Linda Biggar, association min-
istry assistant, for her 20 years
of service during its November
annual meeting.

¢ Brentwood Baptist
Church, Brentwood, has called
J. Rodney Taylor as steward-
ship minister and foundation
development director. He will be
responsible for stewardship edu-
cation and fundraising for the
Brentwood Baptist Foundation.

¢ Lincoln Park Baptist
Church, Knoxville, recently
called Beth Smith as music
director.

Churches

¢ Riva Lake Baptist
Church, Winchester, will
present “From the Cradle to the
Grave and Beyond,” an outside
live nativity and Bethlehem
marketplace, nightly Dec. 8-9.
For information, contact Larry
Sanders, Riva Lake Baptist pas-
tor, at (931) 967-0194.

¢ Mt. Hermon Baptist
Church, Clarksville, held
revival services the week of Nov.
19. At least 20 people made deci-
sions for Christ, many others
made recommitments, and other
decisions were reported. Keith
Fordham was the speaker.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Columbia, will present a live
nativity followed by “A Christ-
mas Prayer,” a musical drama,
the evenings of Dec. 15-17. Tick-
ets are free and may be picked
up at the church office during
business hours. For information,
call the church at (931) 388-
2655.

¢ First Baptist Church,
Jackson, will present its 2006
Living Christmas Tree Dec. 7-

10. For information, call the
church office at (731) 423-9315.

¢ West Hills Baptist
Church, Knoxville, will again
take donations for Heifer Inter-
national, Little Rock, Ark., for
its Children in Missions
Christmas project. This year’s
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LEADERS OF THE Tennessee Baptist chaplains group pause durin
lains retreat held recently at Linden
50 participants. The leaders are, from left. Beverly Smothers,
Charles Covington, Baptist Hospital -
Center, Somerville, and pastor, Liber
retired military chaplain and pastor, H
and Linda Knott, Tennessee Prison fo
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SAM NICHOLS OF FIRST BAPTIST Church, Collie
in Thailand recently at an English Camp held by th
Gail Turner, Jean Ann Rush, Stephanie Gibson, an
administration of the church. He reported that

g the annual state Baptist chay
Valley Baptist Conference Center, Linden. The retreat drew abo\
Tennessee Baptist Convention staf
East, Memphis, president: Jim Whitley, John S. Wilder Yout
ty Baptist Church, Somerville, first vice president; Bob Ada
ighland Park Baptist Church, Columbia, second vice presiden
r Women, Nashville, outgoing president.

rville, speaks to students of Ban Hua ysing Scheo
e church. With him from the church are, from left
d Pam Turner. Nichols is minister of missions ang' '
“‘God opened the doors to share more openly in public

schools than ever before.” The church has served in Southeast Asia several times before. The Ten-
nesseans also ministered to prisoners in Bangkok.

donations will buy llamas for
impoverished families in South
America. In addition, the Chil-
dren in Mission group collected
417 pairs of socks to send to
Border Ministry in Progresso,
Texas.

Associations

¢ Nashville Baptist Asso-
ciation, will sponsor a Gulf

Coast Relief Rebuild mission
trip Jan. 14-20, to finish houses
for inspection. At least 50 volun-
teers are needed ages 18 and
older to install drywall/-
sheetrock, light fixtures, appli-
ances, doors, and roofs. Also
needed are volunteers for paint-
ing and new construction. Dead-
line to sign up for the project is
Jan. 1, 2007. For information,
call Don Mauldin at (615) 833-
4082 or Nashville Association
office at (615) 259-3034. Also the
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association will host a one day
ACS Technologies Year-En¢
Closing Training Dec. 13 at its
office. For information or to reg
ister call 1-800-669-2509 or visil !
www.acstechnologies.com/train:
ing.

¢ Beulah Baptist Associa:
tion, Union City, is sponsoring #
mission trip to Puerto Rico the
week of Feb. 3-10. For informa-
tion, contact (731) 885-2157 or
mjlong@bellsouth.net.
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PARTICIPANTS OF THE the Nov. 18

Turkey Trot for Missions of First Baptist Church, Morristown,

pause after their three-mile walk. The children collected pledges
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions. Th

and donations and raised $1.720 for
ey also prayed for a missionary, loca-
tion, or people group at points during the walk. Tim Thompson is children’s pastor of the church.
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EDDIE MALLONEE, center, pastor, Second Baptist Church, Unio
City, honors Betty Keathley and Bob Lasater, church instrum 4
ists, recently. Keathley has been pianist of the church for 46 years
and Lasater has been organist of the church for nearly 50 years.
The musicians were given several gifts by the church. They senve
with Barry Keathley, minister of music, who has served the church
for 32 years.




