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.C . Executive Board adopts revised convention IJudget 
• • 

Lonmre Wilkey and adept· t4e original budget 
Baptist and Reflector prior to the conclusion of the 

BRENTWOOD - The Ten-
Baptist Convention 

Board qverwhelm
ingly adopte4 a revised budget 
, for 2006-07. ' 

I 

The board's action is retroac-
tive to Nov. 1, the start of the 
fiscal year. 

Action on the budget high
, ighted the board's Jan. 12 
· meeting. Board members also 
heard a number of reports on 
TBC-related . ministries and 
went into ·session to hear a 
,eport from the Belmpnt Study 
Committee :regarding a letter 
fram Belmont trustee chairman 
Mafo/..:Dickens. that was sent to 
TBC churches in January (see 
story below). 

In November, TBC messen
gers origi,naHy rejected a $37 
million budget and adopted a 
substitute motion offered by 

' Bob Agee of Jackson. 
Confusion over the language 

1ermo1 Agee's motion, compared to 
intent, led messeDge:rs to 

rescind the substitute budget 

Make the B&R 
a part of 2007 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Infor
mation is a key to all facets of 
life, including the church and 
the denomination. 

The Baptist and Reflector · 
has been teJHng the story' of 
Tennessee and Southern 
Baptists for more than 170 
years. 

We invite Tennessee Bap-
on · tist churches to become a 

part of our family of sub
scribers. We are seeking 
churches to add members to 
existing mailing lists or to 
begin sending the paper to its 
members, or, at least to its 
leaders. We are currently 
offering a 90-day trial plan 
which will send the paper at 
no cost to a church's member
ship list fur three months. 

Churches can also save 
money by printing its newslet
ter in the pages of the B&R. 1 

We can tailor the plan to fit 
any church's needs - from 
one or two pages weekly to one 
page once or twice a menth. 

For information on these 1 
plans and others, call Mary · 
Nimmo or Susie Edwards at , 
1-800-558-2090, ext. 2003. a 

• 

annual meeting. 
Prior to adjournment mes

sengers then approved a motion 
by Roger "Sing" Oldham of Mar
tin wbich. reques~ed the Execu
tive Board to consider "the 
budget at its January meeting 
and amend the adopted $37 
million budget to reflect Bob 
Agee's intent (see Nov." 22 and 
Dec. 20 issues of B&R for more _ 
informatio:q). 

The TBC Budget and Min
istry Committee met Dec. 14 
with entity leaders to discuss 
the budget and to consider a 
revised bu,dget 'based lipon. 
Agee's motion. 

The- committee then unani
mously adopted the revised 
budget,_ 

Each of the , seven entity 
heads (James Polich, Execlitive 
Board; Kenny Coop~r, Adult 
Honres; Bryant Millsaps, Chil
dren's Homes; Bo Childs, Foun
<!ation; James Netherton, Car
son-Newman College; David 
Dockery, Union. Un.iversit;y; and 
Walter Grubb, Harrison-Chi!-

JERR·Y MASSEY, president of tf]e TBC Executive Board is flanked by chairman of the board's seven 
standing committees. From left are Dale Gravatt, Collegiate; Phil Young, Christian Services; Chuck 
Groover, Church Health; Mike Dawson, Education; Mickey Basham, Budget and Ministry; Massey; 
Wendell Boertje, Shared Ministries; and Robert Moon, Administrative. - Photo by Connie Davis 
Bushey 

' 
howee Baptist Academy) 

·endorsed the revised budget. 
After a brief discussion, the 

. full Executive Board, acting on 
behalf of the Tennessee Baptist 

·Convention, adapted the 
revised badget with only one or 

Convention leaders respond 

two dissenting votes. 
The Executive _Board then 

addressed the $185,804 which 
had to be cut from the Ten-
nessee Missions and Ministry 
blidget under the revised budg
et which they approved. 

\ 

Of the cuts, $85,345 will 
come from two eliminated posi
tions (currently unfilled) and 
$100,459 will come from cuts in 
the core ministries area of the 
budget. 
- See TBC, page 2 

· ·Belmont University subpoenas TBC churches 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Belmont 
University has subpoenaed 100 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
churches asking for informa
tion on gifts churches "made to 
the Cooperative Program 
between 1951 and 2005." 

In the letter, dated Jan. 3 
and sigp.ed by Marty Dickens, 
chairman of the board of 
trustees at Belmont, he a8ked 
if "in making those gifts, the 
churches knew about or relied 
upon the 1951 document that is 
the focus of the Executive 
Board's lawsuit against Bel
mont." 

The Baptist and Reflector 
obtained a list of subpoenaed 
churches and discovered that 
several of the churches on the 
list were not in existence in 
1951 and at least one church 
reported no gifts through the 
Cooperative Program in 2005. 

Belmont apparently mailed 
its letter to all TBC churches, 
not just to those which received 
subpoenas. In the letter, Dick
ens wrote, "We are not serving 
@ubpoenas on all of the affiliat-

ed churches of the Tennessee 
, Baptist Convention. Rather, we 
are serving them on the largest 
donors to the Cooperative Pro
gram because Cooperative Pro
gram funds are' at the center of 
the Executive Board's claims 
against us. n 

Convention leaders respond
ed to the Belmont leader in a 
three~page letter that was 
mailed to charches across the 
state on Jan. 12. 

The TBC response was 
signe<i by Executive Director 
James Porch and Clay Austin, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
BloUiitville, and chairman of 
the Belmont Study Committee. 

The letter noted that "Dur
ing 2005 Belmont University 
acted to terminate its affiliated 
relationship with the Ten
nessee 'B'aptist Convention 
through a charter change. The 
Executive Board and TBC did 
not want to have to initiate lit
igation against Belmont and, to 
that end, tried for many 
months to persuade Belmont to 
honor the promise it made to 
Tennessee Baptists in 1951. 

"That promise, as many of 
you know, is memorialized in a 

written document, the Repay- that it will, but we have been 
ment Agreement, which was informed by the Executive 
signed by a former pre~ident of Board's attorneys that they do 
Belmont," the letter said. not represent the churches. 

Porch and Austin. obs~rved Unfortunately, this means that 
' .. 

that the Repayment Agree- rather than seeking this infor-
ment "contains a simpl~· and mation directly from the Exec
clear promise from Belmont utive ·Board, Belmont must 
that it would repay all ni~nies ·request it from individual 
given to it by the Executive . -churches by sen ding them sub
Board in the event that the poenas." 
TBC ever lost the riglit to ele.ct ·, :-. ·In response to that asser
the directors/trustees of Bel-=·· '-tion, Porch and Austin noted 
-mont. It does not take a lawyer that "the unfortunate reality is 
'to understand the promise · that the information sought by 
made by Belmont in 1951 in · the subpoenas is irrelevant to 
the Repayment Agreement," the lawsuit . None of the church~ 
they wrote in the letter. es are parties to the Repayment 

"By steadfastly refusing to Agreement. Furthermore, the 
acknowledge, much less honor, Executive Board is seeking 
its promise to us, Belmont, not repayment of Cooper ative Pro
the Executive Board or the Bel- gram funds only, not funds con
inent Stlidy Committee, forced tnbuted by churches directly to 
this matter into the court- or for the benefit of Belmont. 
house," the letter stated. "If a church decides to seek 

In the Belmont letter, Dick- repayment from Belmont of 
ens noted the request for infor- any monies it contributed 
mation was "necessitated by directly to or for t he benefit of 
the lawsuit filed against Bel- Belmont since 1951, then the 
mont by the Executive Board" information sought by Belmont 
and also wrote that "we do not pursuant to the subpoenas may 
wish this request to create a become relevant for that cause 
costly or burdensome task for of action ." 
the churches and do not believe - See Belmont, page 4 
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Former FBC 
president named 
vp at Union 
Union University news office 

JACKSON - Former Ten
nessee Baptist Convention Pres
ident Jerry Tidwell, pastor of 
Ellendale Baptist Church in 
Bartlett, has been named vice 
president for church relations at 
Union University. 

"Jerry Tidwell loves Union 
and loves the churches of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
He will bring great experience 
to this important position in the 
life of our university. Dr. Tidwell 
is widely re
spected across 
our state for 
his statesman-

• ship, his 
ch u rchman 
ship, and his 
exemplary 
commitment 
to evangelism, TIDWELL 
missions, and 
Christian higher education, said 
Union President DavidS. Dock· 
ery. 

AB vice president for church 
relations, Tidwell will work to 
cultivate· relationships with 
local churches - both in West 
Tennessee and beyond. He will 
also serve as a liaison between 
Union and the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention and Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

In addition, Tidwell will 
teach courses in evangelism and 
pastoral ministry and will over
see Union's Master of Christian 
Studies program in Jackson . . 

Tidwell is the author of the 
widely used "GROW" program, 
published and distributed by 
,LifeWay ChristiaB. Resources, 

for outreach ,md evangelism at 
local churt.hes. 

In addition to Ellendale, Tid
well has also sezved as pa..stnr of 
West Jackson Baptist Church, 
Jackson, and Grace Baptist 
Church, Tullahoma. He also has 
been a member of the TBC Ex~ 
utive Board and is a former chair
man of the trustees at Union, a 

N.C. editor to 
step down in July 
Baptist Press 

BUIES CREEK, N.C.- Bib
lical Recorder Editor Tony Cart
ledge will leave his post at the 
state newspaper in mid-year to 
jein the faculty of Campbell Uni
versity's divinity school here. 

Cartledge, 55, will serve as 
associate professor of Old Testa
ment beginning in August. He 
has served as editor of the Bibli
·cal Recorder; t he journal of the 
Baptist State · ConventioB of 
North Carolina, since 1999. He 
taught 01~ Testament adjunc· 
tively at Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and 
Appalachian State University 
during the 1980s. 

Cartledge" holds a doctor of 
phlloso,phy in Old Testament 
from Duke University, a mas
ter's degree from So1,1theastern, 
and a bachelor's degree from the 
University of Georgia. 

Prior to joining the Biblical 
Recorder; Cartledge served 26 
years as pastor of churches in 
Georgia and North C~olina. a 

Ridgecrest center · 
fo turn roo in '07 
Baptist Press 

ASHEVILLE, N.C.- Nestled· 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

near here, is a place many peo
ple are surprised to learn is not 
only one of the hu·gest religious 
conference centers in the nation~ 
hut also is celebrating a century 
of ministry this year. 

From humble beginnings in a 
single log cabin. Life Way Ridge
crest Conference Center has 
grown into a 1.3-00-acre campus 
with 90,000 square feet of con
ference space and housing 
accommodations for more than 
2,000 people. 

For generations, this grand 
retreat in the .mormtains has 
provided a place where people 
can escape from the noise and 
interruptions of everyday life to 
enjoy fellowship and experience 
spiritual renewal. 

~dgecrest has been a center 
not only for inspiration and 
blessing to people that live in 
Western North Carolina, but to 
hundreds of thousands of people 
throughout the country," wrote 
Billy Graham in a letter com
memorating the 100th anniver
sary. Graham was a frequent 
speaker at Ridgecrest, especially 
in the early years of his ministry. 

More than 3 million people 
have visited :Ridgecrest, and 
that number contlliues to grow. 
Some ·have met their spouses 
there, while others have devel
oped fri~ndships that have last
ed decades. 

"There are many thousands 
of pastors, missionaries, and 
church staff members who can 
point to a moment at Ridgecrest 
when they committed their lives 
ta Christ or to vocational min
istry," said Byron Hill, national 
director for LifeWay Conference 
Centers. 

"Marriages and entire families 
have been strengthened or trans
·formed, and numerous layper
sons have received training to 

better equip them for m.i:Distry." 
While Ridgeaeet began aa a 

retreat for- Southern Baptiat.a. in 
recent years the conference am
ter bas drawn visitors from 
Christian leadars and a varlt'ty 
of Christian denominations 
throughout the nation. 

UleWayvp to 
refire feb. r 
UfeWay news service 

NASHViLLE - After a 15-
year career at Life Way Christ
ian Resources, Mike Arrington, 
vice president of the corporate 
affairs division, has announced 
his retirement effective Feb. 1. 

He will remain as a consult
ant to the p.resident, providing 
leadership to LifeWay's "A 
Defining Moment" campaign 
and other capital resource and 
d evelopmen t 
efforts. 

"I've said 
that in coming 
to LifeWay I 
stand on t he 
shoulders of 
the giants who 
have come 
before me," said ARRINGTON 
LifeWay Presi-
dent and CEO Thorn S. Rainer. 
"Mike has been a key leader in 
building LifeWay's legacy over 
these past 15 years, and we owe 
an expression of gratitude to 

• 
him." 

Arrington was an executive 
with Te~as Utilities Electric 
Company when Jimmy Draper, 
then newly elected as president 
of t he Sunday School Board, 
asked him to join his leadership 
team in December 1991. 

Arrington and his wife, 
Paula, plan t o remain in 
Nashville upon retirement. a 

TBC Executive Board adopts revised convention • ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

Among the items eliminat
ed from the budget were the 
annual pastors retreat, the 
senior adult ~etreat, and the 
single and senior adult min
istry. In response to a ques
tion, Gary Rickman, TBC 
ministry coordinator said 
staff was in the process of 
"retooling the way we did the 
pastors retreat." 

In such a process "it is good 
to lay it aside for a year or two 
so we can come up with some
thing new and fresh," Rickman 
told board members. 

Same board members 
expressed con~ern about 
taking $50,000 or-half of the 
budget money allocated for 
student center capital 
needs. 

William Maxwell, TBC 

TBC EXECUTWE DIRECTOR James Porch speaks to new mem
bers of the Executive Board during an orientation session prior to 
last week's January meeting. 

,.. 
administrative director, ex-
plained that the 14 ~tudent 
centers across the state have 
more than one-half million 
dollars of needs that should be 
addressed. The $50,000 in 
question would have been 
used to fund emergency 
repairs such as those to heat
ing/air conditioning units and 
leaking roofs. There is still 
$50,000 in the budget for ta~se 
needs, he said. 

Porch told board members 
that "this is a much bigger 

- problem" than $50,000 can 
solve. He noted that the solu
tion is local involvement in the 
associations where the stu-
dent centers are located. "We 
hope we can address this mat
ter as we face needs in the 
coming year," he said. 

Mickey Basham, chairman 
of the Budget and Ministry 
Committee, reminded board 
members that the reductions 
the board were having to con
sider "are not just happening 
at our level." 

They are happening at all of 
the other institutions as well, 

Basham said. He also noted 
that the reductions brought to 
the Executive Board were rec
ommendations of the TBC 
staff. 

In response to a question 
· about taking money from 
reserve funds, Porch said h e 
would not be in favor of that 
option. 

Roger Freeman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Clarks
ville, suggested that the 
board address unmet needs 
in the future should they 
arise. The board then adopted 
the budget reductions as pre
se.nted. 

Basham al so informed the 
board that the quarterly 
reports of Cooperative Pro
gram receipts will no longer 
be printed in the B&R. The 
information will be posted 
on the TBC web site and will 
include more dcetailed giving 
information. The treasu1'er's 
report which shows the 
totals received and dis-
persed will continue t.o be 
printed in the paper. , 
Basham said. 
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JfeWay news office (51 percent), mailings or fliers lesslikelytouse revl.valsorcru- ·liop 5 forms of evangel"tsm·. 
(50 percent), and nursing home sades, musical events or con-

PHOENIX - A new study 
eleased for the first time in the 
fanuary/February edition of 
i'acts & Trends magazine shows 
ust how involved U.S. Protes-
"""Tl' churches are in evangelism 

commpnity ·.outreach, as 
as what ohstacles hold 

'r.L1QJL11 back from bemg even more 
hvolved. 

The· s.tudy, conducted for 
& Trends by Ellison 

~~~;earcb of Phoenix, is a repre
'"""'"'tative sample of 811 Protes

,ant senior pastors nationwide. 
& Trends is published 

>imonthly by the communica
.ions department of LifeWay 
) hristian -Resources of the 
3outhem Baptist Convention. 

Senior ministers were asked 
hn••~ the activities their church 

, ... ,, .. u. in the past year specifically 
the purpose of evangelism, 

well as what types of commu
ou.t:reach and' programs the 

urch offered. 
Methods of evangelism vary 

Nin.ety-seven percent of all 

or retirement center visits ( 49 certs, or audio/visual methods. 
percent) specifically for the pur- Pentecostal churches are partie
poses of evangelism. ularly likely to employ musical 

Other relatively popular events or concerts, revivals or 
evangelistic efforts include crusades, "invite a friend to 
"invite a friend to church" days church" days, and audio/visual 
(42 percent), revivals or cru- products, but less likely than 
sades (.40 per~ent), evangelism average to use VBS for evangel
training cla~ses or groups (38 ism. Presbyterians are especial
percent), door-to-door visitation ly unlikely to use literature, 
within the community (37 per- revivals or crusades, door-to
cent), community service such door visitation, or audio/visual 
as cleanup days (31 percent), products. 

' online efforts such as blogs or In general , evangelical 
web sites (27 percent), audio or churches use a greater variety of 
visual products such as tapes or evangelistic tools than do main
DVDs (26 percent), and booths line Protestant churches. Evan
at community events such as gelical churches ar-e consider-
the county fair (20 percent). ably more likely to attempt 
Denominational evangelism evangelism through literature, 

efforts revivals or crusades, evangelism 
What churches are doing to training classes or groups, door

evangelize their communities to-door visitation, and 
differs quite a bit by denomina- audio/visual products, while 
tional group. Southern Baptist mainline churches have only a 
churches are particulady big on greater propensity for doing 
using revivafs or crusades, litera- community service as a form of 
ture, evangelism training classes evangelism. 
or groups, and door-to-door visi- Community outreach 

~hurches report doing some
V ;bing specifically for the purpos
lr. :l~ of evangelism over the last 
rn rear, .but .t,he 1p.ethods churches 

3r ue u$-ng for evangelism are 
ie ::tuite varied. The most common 
to .s Vacation Bible School, or VBS, 

tation, but are less likely than efforts 
average to use any sort of online The survey also explored the 
evangelism. Other Baptist kinds of community outreach or 
groups (National, Progressive, programs offered by churches. 
General, etc.) are fairly close to Pastors were allowed to defirie 
average, but are a bit more likely their church's involvement; for 
than others to use literature and instance, a large, well-funded, 
door-to-door visitation. daily day care center, and hav-atilized for evangelism by 70 

1e percent of the churches in the Methodist churches are more ing the youth group volunteer to 
likely" than average to use baby-sit for single mothers with
events, but less likely to use lit- in the congregation once a 
erature, door-to-door visitatioJ.il, month . could both qualify -a~ 
aJ.ild revivals or crusades. "free or low-cost day ~are:" 
Luthe"ta:ns are particUlarly like- Oruy three types of outreach 
ly tQ :re~y on VB:S, online meth- are offered by a majority of U.S. 
ods, filld mailj.ngs or flie:rs , and Protesbmt churches in a typical 

tc last year. 

- At least half of the churches 
• \ 

1t ~urveyed used literature such as 
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or magazines (59 per
......... .,,, events such as block par
~~Ies or a Fall Festival (56 per
cent), musical events or concerts 

'\. ' 

February 16-17' 2007 . 
Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center 
Linden, ~ · 

FtuoAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2007 
2:00pm Guided Prayer time ami Prayer Walk 
3:00pm Eafly Bird- Session l 

4:00pm 
4:30pm 

6:00pm 
7:00pm 
_8:00pm 

When God's People Pray - David McCo#um 
Break 

Early Bird- Session II 
When God RefiiSes to Listen - David McCollum 

Dinner 
Pic/tin' & Grinnin'- Compassion 

General Session I 
TIN Ministry of tk Church - David McCollum 

Cottage Prayer Meetings for Revival 
P,rrp: 

9:00pm 

LoDGING & fUs: 

James4:8 
• • 

S.A:1.'iJRDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2007 
8:00am 
9:30am 
I O:OOam 

!0:45am 
I 1:00am 

Breakfast 
. Pickin' & Grinnin'- Compassion 

General Session II 
The Prince of Prayer - David McCollum 

· Brm 
General Session Ill 

Going Deeper- David McCollum 
l2:00pm Lunch 
1:OOpm A Tmze of~ L:ryingofHands- Dun Pimun 
2:00pm Dismiss 

CMIP LoociNG* = S55 per person (includes confezence fi:e,lodging. and 3 meals) 
CoNFERENCE CENn.ll loDGING* (HOTil. STYLE) Firrt Co~ Fim Snwd (40 rooms) 
Single Occupancy = $90 per person (includes conf~ncc fee, lodging. and 3 meals) 
Double Occupancy .. $65 per person (includes conference. fee, lodging, and 3 meals) 
Triple Occupancy .. $60 per person (includes confelencc fee, lodging. and 3 meals) 
Qua.druple Occupancy = $58 (includes con&rence fee, lodging, and 3 meals) 

To register online for this 
event or for more 
information, visit 
~.~baptisLorg 

or contact 
Bernie Baker at 

800.558.2090, ext. 7925. • AlllMJtinr ;,dillies linms uJ ti1Wels. 

....... "'- __ , 

Among different Protestant denominations 

All Protestant churches: • ~ e 
VBS 70%, Literature 59%, Events 56% 

Musical events/concerts 51 %, Mailings or fliers 50% 

SBC churches: 

VBS 80%, literature 78%, Door-to-door visitation 65% 

Musical events/concerts 61%, Revivals/crusades 58% 

Other Baptist churches: f) ~ 0 ({.) Q 
VBS 77%, literature 73%, (j) ~ 
Door-to-door visitation 48% Events 48%, Mailings or fliers 47%, 

Musical events/concerts 47%, Revivals/crusades 47% 

Methodist churches: 

VBS 79%, Events 70%, Musical events/concerts 52%, 

Mailings or fliers 50%, Nursing home/Retirement center visits 51% 

Lutheran churches: 

VBS 91 %1 Mailings or fliers 50%, Literatur·e 78%, 

Events 65%, Nursing home/Retirement center visits 51% 

Pentecostal churches: 

Events 67%, Musical events/concerts 64%, Reviv-als/crusades 64%, 

Literature 62%, Nursing home/Retirement center visits 55% 

Presbyterian churches: 

VBS 77%, Events 69%, M~ilings or fliers 55% 

Invite a friend to church days 47%, Community service 42% 

year: food pantry, food collection, 
or other food-oriented donations 
(73 percent), VBS (68 percent), 
and holiday food programs such 
as Christmas or Thanksgiving 
baskets for poor families (65 
percent). 

Other types of community 
outreach offered by much small
er proportions of churches in the 
last year include prison min
istry (25 percent), homeless out
reach (24 percent), Boy Scouts 
or Girl Scouts (20 percent), 
blood drives (17 percent), after
school programs for kids tl4 -per-

• cent), sports programs (11 per-
cent), and outreach to specific 
ethnic groups (11 percent). 

Fewer than one out of 10 
Protestant churches offer any 

kind of free or low-cost day care 
services, abortion or pregnancy 
counseling, domestic violence pro
grams, English language classes, 
job skills or job training, or adult 
literacy or reading classes. 

Just like with evangelism 
efforts, there are denomination
al differences in offering com
munity outreach programs. For 
instance, 46 percent of 
Methodist churches have some 
sort of homeless outreach, com
pared to just 10 percent of 
Southern Baptists. However, 
with community outreach 
_efforts there is also a larger pat
tern of commonality among 
evangelical churches and among 
mainline churches than exists 
with evangelism efforts. a 

Evangelism Conference 
Jan. 22-24 

Northside Baptist Church 
127 Theta Pike, Columbia, TN 38401 

Northside Baptist Church is having its Evangelism Conference Jan. 
22-24. It begins on Jan. 22 at 6:30p.m. with three speakers. Morning 
sessions begin at 8:45 on Jan. 23-24 with an afternoon session at 1 p.m. 
and an evening session at 6:30 p .m. There will be three speakers each 
sesSion. 

Guest evangelists include (Monday) Phil Glisson, Marolyn Ford, 
Melvin Mordecai; (Tuesday) Terry Mitchell, Jeff Myers, Benny Jackson, 
Bill Edmonds Sr., Toonie Cash, Henry Linginfelter, Michael Mason, Jerry 
Spencer, Mordecai; (Wednesday) Steve Pearson, Cash, Linginfelter, 
Mason, Edmonds, Don Pierson, Glenn Denton, Mordecai, and Spencer. 

If you love gospel preaching and gospel singing you will not want to 
miss this conference. For information, call the church office at (931) 
388-2504 or Pastor John Rushing at (931) 381-2493 or (931) 215-5496. 
Everyone is invited and a nursery will be provided for the evening ses· 

1 sions only. 
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Belmont University subpoen·as TBC churches; convention •• 
- Continued from page 1 

The letter from TBC leaders 
a lso challenged an assertion 
that the request for informa
tion by Belmont from the sub
poenaed churches will not be 
costly or "burdensome." 

"Mr Dickens states that Bel
mont does 'not wish ' for and 
does 'not believe' that its r e
quest will 'create a costly or 
burdensome task for the 
churches.' 

"If your church had few 
books and records since 1951, 
then responding to the subpoe
na should not be costly or bur
densome. If, however , your 
church has extensive books 
and records for the period of 
time in ques tion , then this 
could be a monumental task 
fo r your staff," Aus tin and 
Porch wrote in the letter . 

They noted that "at the very 
least, Belmont's subpoena re
quires each church to conduct 
a review of its 55-plus years of 
books and records. The review 
task must be undertaken by 
each church staff even if no 
documents responsive to Bel
mont's specific questions ex
ist," they wrote. 

Austin and Porch also in
formed churches that it is "un
fortunate" that Belmont made 
t his "unreasonable demand" 

Also in -
GATLINBURG, 

TENNESSEE 
March 30-

Aprill 

upon 100 TBC churches -even 
before receiving and reviewing 
the more than 30,000 pages 
from our books and records 
which the Executive Board will 
be providing to Belmont in re
sponse to discovery questions. 

"In any event, we can say 
from experience that the r e
view task alone will fully con
sume and exhaust the admin
istrative staff of most, if not 
all, churches," the TBC leaders 
wrote. 

Belmont has requested the 
churches that received subpoe
nas to mail their responses to 
the school's attorneys by Feb. 
15. TB C leaders informed 
churches in their letter that 
"since Belmont has chosen to 
utilize subpoenas, each of the 
100 churches which received a 
subpoena is compelled by law 
to respond accordingly." 

The Belmont letter stressed 
that Belmont leaders "believed 
that a resolution of the dis
agreement between the Execu
tive Board and the university 
could be reached within the 
Christian family without re
sorting to a secular court. 

"We regret th e decision of 
the Executive Board to take 
this matter to court," Dickens 
wrote. "We continue to desire 
to mediate this matter believ-

ing that this alternative is con
sistent with our faith,'" he con
tinued. 

Austin and Porch noted in 
their response that "settlement 
of any disputed issue requires 
good faith by both parties. 
Even after the TBC rejected 
Belmont's settlement offer dur
ing the special called meeting 
in May, Belmont did not r e
turn to the settlement table 
with a materially different pro
posal, n the two men wrote. 

"In fact, the present value of 
Belmont's •r evised offer' was 
less than the offer rejected by 
the convention. We did not 
view s uch as an act of good 
faith." 

Austin and Porch a lso ob
served t hat "Belmont, for 
whatever reason, has taken 
the position that unless the 
Executive Board agrees to Bel
mont's settlement terms, then 
the Executive Board is the par
ty which is being unreasonable 
and possibly even unbiblical. 

"In furtherance of this goal, 
Belmont wants ever yone to 
view the legal proceedings as a 
desire on the part of the Exec
utive Board for money. In r eal
ity, Belmont wants everyone to 
overlook the true purpose of 
the legal proceedings - having 
Belmont honor its promise as 

set forth in the Repayment 
Agreement which was e}:.ecut
ed by the parties in 1951.-

Austin and Porch noted that 
aside from the burden Belmont 
has placed on the church es, 
"the most troubling element of 
Mr. Dickens' letter" is the im
plication that the Executive 
Boa rd "has acted in an un
Christian manner by resorting 
to a secular court" or that the 
Executive Board "has not been 
true to the faith." 

Porch and Austin noted that 
the Belmont Study Committee 
is comprised of 14 "dedicated, 
faithful, and committed Christ
ian men, 10 of whom are pas
tors of vibrant, dynamic 
churches within our conven
tion." 

They stressed the "ultimate 
decision to initiate legal pro
ceedings was not made lightly 
or in contradiction to Scrip
ture." 

The letter from the two TBC 
leaders stressed that the legal 
action "is about integrity and 
honoring one's word. For 55-
plus years, Tennessee Baptists 
have been true to their word as 
set forth in the written Repay
ment Agreement signed in 
1951. 

"Belmont, unfortunately, 
can not make such an asser-

tion. In Non~ mb~r 2005, Bl'! 
mont cho~c to lc!we our Ba1 
tist family.· tht." two me 
wrote. 

-Belmont was not kic 
out, forced out , or put out ( 
our famtly . Belmont chose t 
follow its own vision and to fo 
sake the path pav d by Tet 
nessee Baptists for the last 5{ 
plus years. 

.. Now , B elmont docs m 
want to be true to its word 
set forth in writing in the ru 
payment Agreement." the le 
ter said. 

In the Belmont letter. Dicl 
ens concluded that the schoc 
looks forward .. to the tim 
when we can move forv.rard ~ 
gether in a fraternal relatiot 
ship that honors the Christia 
mission and character of Be 
mont and the Tennessee Ba1 
tis t Convention." He als 
pl edged that Belmont wi' 
"continue to be a student-f< 
cused, Christian community ( 
learning and service with 
rich Baptist heritage that w 
will foster and nurture." 

Porch and Austin observe 
in their r esponse that unlea 
Belmont is communicatin 
with Baptists, "references b 
Belmont to its Baptist roots 
heritage, or anything else Bar 
tist is conspicuously absent." r 
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urch 'planters ordinary ancl Gocl-callecl 
ing a completely different peo- and sizes. Yet, most church them to embrace Christ as refJec:: ionS 
ple group from themselves. planters share some common Lord and Savior. 

guest 
columnwst 

By Wayne Terry 

Church planters are ordi
lary people whom God has 
:ailed and equipped to do an 
~xtraordinary thing - to start 
l healthy church in a commu
lity that will positively impact 
.... cv'u~c with the life-changing 
Hne:::;:se:l~t: of Jesus Christ. This 
Jimple description pro~ides at 
.east four characteristics of 
~ffective church planters. 

(1) All church planters are 
::>RDINARY people. Contrary 
~o what you might think, 
::burch planters do not come 
from an elite class of "super
Christians." Rather, they are 
3imply ordinary men and. 
women who obey a call from 
God. 

Right now, God is calling 
people from all professions, 
education levels, languages, 
and cultures to proclaim th~ 
message. of Jesus Christ to 
Tennessee, all of N orlh Ameri
ca, and around the world. 
Some of these people plant 
churches in the communities 
where they currently live. Oth
ers plant churches in a com
pletely different place reach-

Some are able to plant full- qualities that give them the Communication/Teaching 
time, others part-time. Some perseverance, stability, influ- (Romans 12;7). The ability to 
plant bivocationally, others are ence, and clarity of purpose clearly, compellingly, and ere
lay planters. Some serve on a they need to gather a nucleus atively communicate truth in 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

church planting team, others of people. They exhibit strong a relevant and timely manner. TBC Executive 
plant as individuals. personal motivation; an ability Discernment (Philippians 

(2) All church planters are to create a sense of ownership 1:10). 'Fhe ability to make the Board does the 
CALLED by God. Throughout among all who are involved in right decision at the right time 
Scripture we see God actively the ministry; a passi~n to in new or unfamHiar situa- 1 right thing' 
calling people to do specific reach the lost; a knack for tions. After the annual meeting of 
tasks. We see God calling building relationships and an (4) All church planters do the' Tennessee Baptist Conven
David out of the sheep pens to awareness of the community; an EXTRAORD~ARY thing. tion· I heard the murmurings. 
become the shepherd of Israel flexibility, adaptability, and Planting a church in a commu- There were some who ques
(Psalms 78:70-72). We see God resilience; and a deep, vibrant nity that will positively impact tioned whether the TBC Execu
telling Philip to go up to the faith in God. people with the gospel of Jesus . tive Board would respond to an 
chariot and share Jesus Christ Of course, no two people Christ is an extraordinary· action taken at the end of a very . 
with the Ethiopian official have exactly the same combi- thing. long day on Wednesday after 
(Acts 8). Could God be calling nation of gifts and abilities. In fact, it's a God-sized many messengers had already 
you into church planting? That isn't important. What is thing. Church planting is diffi- begun their trek home. 

One thing is for certain- import~t is that ·each one cult, demanding, and exhaust- Convention messengers 
the call of God to plant a brings to the church plant ing; yet, it is satisfying, uplift- reversed action on the budget 
church is paramount to the those abiding gifts that consis- ing, and exhilarating. If that (see page 1 for background), but 
success of the church plant. tently prove to be effective. kind of challenge appeals to asked the Executive Board to 
Church. planting is not just a Some of these giftl? are: you, then God may be calling consider the budget at its Janu
good idea or a method of escap- Faith (I Corinthians 12:9) you into church planting. ary meeting and to amend it to 
ing a current s~tuation. It is The ability to envision what Is God calling you into reflect; what the budget that 
something that God calls peo- needs to be done, to act with church planting? originally was adopted intended 
ple to do. If you feel God may conviction, and to trust God to If your honest answer to to do. I know. It was confusing 
be moving in your life to plant accomplish what others might that question is "yes" or then and it is confusing now. 
a church, begin with lots of see as impossible. "maybe," then you will want to To make a long story short, 

the Executive Board did not prayer and search the Scrip- Leadership (Romans 12:8). check out "Church Planting-
tures. Read about others in the The ability to lead others to Is It For Me?" For more infor- hesitate. Under the leadership 
Bl.:ble wh·o uTere called. "'alk l·t . t I G d' t' t t h h of Jerry Massey, president of 

'YY "' pass10na e y pursue o s rna IOn go o www. nc urc - the Executive Board, and Mick-
over with. your family and pas- vision for a specific community plant.org or call Wayne Terry ey Basham, chairman of the 
tor. Ask God if He is calling or situation. at (615) 355-7905. Budget and 1\-finistry Commit-
you. Evangelism (Ephesians So, what are you waitirig tee, the board gathered "all the 

(3) All church planters are 4:11). The ability to clearly for? 0- Terry is church plant- players" together in December 
EQUIPPED by God. Church present the gospel of Jesus ing team leader for the Ten- and ·hammered out the budget 
planters come in all shapes Christ to unbelievers and lead nessee Baptist Convention. which was presented to the full 

~ . • board last week. 
Quite honestly, .probably not 

everyone on the board was in 
favor of redoing the budget 
again. Don't forget that the 
budget messengers overturned 
and revised last November was 
the one the board had recom
mended after careful study and 
deliberation. 

Measuring the worth ot a year requires honesty 

guest 
columnist 

By Henry Blackaby 

Life is very short, at best. It 
passes quickly, and it is uncer
tain at all times. "'t is even a 
vapor that appears for a little 
time and then vanishes away" 
(James 4:14). David understood 
this all too well and pleaded 
unto the Lerd: 

"Lord, make to know my 
end, 

"And what is the measure of 
my days, 

"That I may know how frail 
I am. 

"'ndeed, You have made my 
days as handbreadths, 

"And my age is as nothing 
before You" (Psalm 39:4-5)." 

Like the. years before, 2006 
passed very quickly. Did you 
take time to take a careful and 
thorough inventory of not only 
the events of the year, but how 
you lived your life through 
those events? If not, take the 
time to meditate on each of the 
following questions: 

• Did I gain a heart of wis
dom as I passed through the 
year 2006? 

• Am I a better person? 
• Am 'I a wiser person? 
• What consequences have 

resulted in my life, and the 
lives of oth~rs, from the deci
sions I made? 

• Did I learn through 
tragedy? 

• Did I invest in the lives of 
others? 

• VVas I a good steward of 
what came to me in 2006? 

• What happened in my 
family ih 2006? 

• Have l gained a maturity 
toward Christlikeness? 

• Did I gain a greater 
knowledge of God through the 
Scriptures? 
. • Did m'Y prayer life grow 
deeper with God? 

• Did 1 clearly help my 
church? 

• Did I become more effec
tive as a Christian in my work
place? 

• Am I walking more confi
dently in God's will for my life? 

• Have I positioned myself 
to even greater heights in 
2007? 

If you answered "No" or 'Tm 
not sure~ to any of these then 
you need to ask yourself, 
"Why?n Why did 2006 not 
measure up to God's desired 
will fur my life? Why did I not 
seek God with all my heart? 
Why did I not grow as a Chris-

tian? Was I self-centered 
instead of God-centered? 

Do you need to remove sin
ful habits from your life? If so, 
ask God to remove those. Or 
perhaps you have broken rela
tionships. Ask Him to forgive 
your transgressions against 
others and to remove any sin 
that is causing you and those 
around you harm. Or, if neces
sary, ask Him to place wit~ 
you a heart of forgiveness 
towards those who have sinned 
against you. 

Do not let your heart be 
filled with anger. 

move. you from where you are 
now to where He wants you to 
be. Make the right choices for 
your life and grow closer to 
Him. 

Ask God to fill your life, and 
the lives of those you touch, 
with joy and gladness. And 
finally, surrender your life fully 
to Him so that He can create in 
you "a clean heart" and a 
greater spiritual maturity with 
each passing day. d- Blackaby 
is founder and president emeri
tus of Blackaby International 
Ministries, based in Atlanta. 

Regardless of the cir
cumstances, you 
must go and mend 
any broken relation-

Book of Timothy 

ships with family, 
friends, neighbors, 
and co-workers. 
The.se relationships 
need to be redemp
tively resolved in 
order to honor God in 
the year ahead. 

In 2007 be 
inspired to be God's 
best! Be determined 
that all of the ques
tions posed here will 
be answered this 
time next year with 
an emphatic and 
resounding "Yes!" 

Allow God to 
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··1 guess I missed a few more Sundays 
than I thought." 

But Executive Board mem
bers laid aside their own feel
ings and responded to what 
they felt an overwhelming 
majority of convention messen
gers desired. 

Executive Board members · 
have been scrutinized over the 
years and often criticized for 
not being responsive. Hopefully, 
their action last week shows 
those criticisms may have been 
unfounded. 

The board action also shows 
that people can still be coopera
tive even when they disagree. 

Too often, if we don't get our 
way, we want to "take our ball 
and go home." The Executive 
Board did not do that and for 
that reason, they should be 
commended. 

My hope and prayer is that 
Tennessee Baptists will stop 
designating Cooperative Pro
gram funds and fully support 
all CP ministries - both in our 
state and nationally. 

If we stopped our designa
tions, all of our ministries would 
benefit greatly. After all, isn't 
that what cooperation is all 
about? :J 
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Pr qjer Matters 
"Withal praying also for us ... ," Colossians 4:3 

(KJV), said Paul in his letter to the brethren at 

Colosse. He encouraged them to continue in prayer 

with special attenti<;>n given to praying for him and the 
other ministers with him. 

This charge still holds true today, all ministers of the 

gospel should kneel in prayer and stand in need 

of prayer. 
This issue of Church Health Matters is devoted to 

encouraging prayer for the bivocational pastor. Most 

bivocational ministers view their ministry as a- c~ling. 

Many of them have served in this calling for years and 
have given up much in order to be faithful to that ·call. 
Their contribution to the kingdom of God has been felt 
by most of us. They ~d their families, as well as the 
churches that they serve, stand in need of our prayers. 

The Tennessee Baptist Convention recognizes the 

value of the bivocational m~ister and seeks to assist them 

in fulfilling their calling. All of the ministries of the 
TBC are available to them and their churches. We invite 

them to tap into this valuable resource. 
If you are interested in information about ministries 

available to the bivocational minister or how to pray for 
them, contact: 

Bivocational Ministries, 1-800-558-2090 ext. 7907, (615) 

371-7907 or e-mail him at rgilder@tnbaptist.org. 
• 

\ 

State Prayer coordinator, 1-800-558-2090 ext. 7909, 

(615) 371-7909 or e-mail him at dpierson@tnbaptist.or:g. 

''Bui/Jitzg healthy churches empowered by the presntce of God" 

How to for the 

For 23 years I have been privileged to be 
the pastor of First Baptist Church, Taft, in 
south central Tennessee and bivocational the 
entire time. I have. been employed as a police 
officer for 25 years with the Huntsville Police 
Department in Huntsville, Ala, 

I spent six years and six months in the Vice 
and Narcotics Unit working undercover 
primarily in the area of vice and cult, occult 
and satanic cult groups. Many people with a 
sacrificial love for Christ have prayed_for me 
over the years. They int~rceded in prayer for 
me in times that . r was not aware of 
the spiritual and physical dangers that I 
was facing. 

When I stand as a pastor before the 
judgment seat of Christ my works will not be 
judged with leniency, because I was 
bivocational or a police officer. My 
responsibility to God, family, and employer 
will be righteously judged by the Lord. At 
times being both a pastor and a police officer, 
I have felt I had "special circumstances" to be 
considered in doing God's will. See I 
Corinthians 10:13. 

If we wander off God's designated path, we 
must repent and realize our "special 
. )) 

circumstances are not an excuse. 
Each bivocational pastor endures the 

normal pressure, temptations,. and dangers 
created by his job. "God's grace is sufficient" 
to allow the bivocational pastor to work his 
job and maintain the mentality to minister. 

Pray for your bivocational pastor that he 
will not neglect his responsibility to God, 
because of the ((special circumstances" 
created by his secular job. 

Time management is an important issue 
for most bivocational pastors. In most cases 
the bivocacional pastor has the equivalent of 
rwo full rime jobs. Two imponanr necessities 
can easily be overlooked in a pastor's life with 
this worldoad. First is the quality time a 
pastor needs to be alone with God in prayer, 

By Jeff Bennett 

meditation., and studying of the Bible. Th6 
solution is found in Acts 6:2-4. Ch 
need qualified deacons who are addicted 
serving the church, including the pastor. 

The second issue is not spending enoug 
quality time with his family. Although mos 
pastors know the priorities are God, famil 
church, and job, ttlty are tempted an 
sometimes pressured toward neglecting thei 
family. There is a limited amount of quality 
time, and the bivocational pastor's two fuU 
time jobs take most of it. 

Pastors need to be led by the Holy Spirit t 
make the right decisions concerning the 
of their time. Pray for your bivocation 
pastor to have the courage, compassion, an 
wisdom to take time for his family, fulfill h · 
responsibility to them, and not sacrifi 
them for the sake of the church family. 

To pray effectively for the bivocation 
pastor means getting to know his specifi 
needs. On special committee nights, durin 
revival meetings" .and on Wednesday nigh 
he is tired from working aU day just .... -., 
everyone else. Working two jobs ca 
mentally and physically drain him. 

((God's grace is sufficient" in any situatiollf 
but the bivocational pastor must maintain 
the balance God expects between his family, 
pastorate, and secular job. To do this 
must be diligent in prayer and keep God first 
in everything. You need ro be diligent in 
praying for him. 

As a pastor, working two jobs affects most 
of the aspects of chu~ch ministry. 'Outreach 
and in-reach, dealing with any personal 
problems of the church members, the , 
organization and operation of the church, 
building programs, mission trips, special 
events or meetings at church, all must be , 
approached with consideration given to the 
secular job. Get co know your bivocational 
pastor, and pray specifically for him. He will 
appreciate it, and both of you wiJl benefit. 
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By Ray Gilder 

. 
They must learn to juggle time between family, 

. · work, and church. 
, Time for sermon preparation is very limited. 

Most have not had adequate training for their role 
as pastor. 
There is the temptation to quit, because they do-not 
believe they are making much of a difference. 
Many have little or no family time, because of work 
and ·church. 

S. Burnout is a real danger, because of so many 
responsibilities. 

- Many are lonely, because of lack of time for 
fellowship with other pastg,rs. 
Time away with their·wife is very limited. 

We need intercessors to pray for revival and spiritual 

awakening in Tennessee. There. arr, over 3,000 Southern 

Baptist churches in the Te~essee Baptist Cpnvention. 

Around 1,500 intercessors have committed to pray for 

the ministry needs, for revival, and spiritual awakening 
• m our state. 

Intercessors are able to access prayer requests from the 

Prayer Strategies office via many avenu"es. 

If you're interested in being an intercessor, please e

mail Bernie Baker at bbaker@tnbaptist.org, or call her at 

1-800-558-2090, ext. 7925. 

' 9-11 

9-16 

14-15 

26 

Great Commission Prayer Conference/Retreat, Linden Valley 
Conference Center, Linden - Contact Prayer Strategies at 
1-800-558-2090, ext. 7925. 

Week of Prayer for North American Missions 
Contact Tennessee Woman's Missionary Union at 
1-800-558-2090, ext. 2038-. 

Greater Nashville Prayer Conference, Hermitage Hills Baptist 
Churd~., Nashville .- Contact' Hermitage Hills Baptist at 
(615) 883-5034 . 

Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions Week of Prayer -
Contact Tennessee WMU at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 2038. 
West Tennessee Women's Prayer Retreat - Contact Tennessee 
WMU at 1-8.00-558-2090, ext. 2038. 
See You At The Pole - www.syatp.org. 

TBC Prayerline • 1-866-TBC-PRAY 

TENNESSEE B PTISTS PRAYING 
I 

Coming Up! o in L Coming Up! 
• 

Jan. 23 
Jan. 26-27 
Jan. 26-27 
Jan. 26-28 
Jan. 30 
Feb. i-3 
Feb. 2-3 

Church Planting - Is It for Me?, Baptist Center, Brentwood 
Tutoring Children and Youth (TCY) Training. Baptist Center, Brentwood 
Youth Project, West Jackson Baptist Church~ Jackson 
International Student Retreat, Montgomery BeU State Park, D ickson 
Church Planting..;. Is It for Me?, Faith Promise Baptist Church, Knoxville 
Youth Ministry Conclave, Convention Center, Chattanooga 
Associational D iscipleship Training Directors Summit, Baptist Center, Brentwood 

For infonnation see the TBC web site at www.tnbaptist.org. 

Church Health Matters 

• 

-

• 
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Tennesseans -
graduate at NOBTS 
NOBTS news office 

NEW ORLEANS- Two Ten
nessee Bapti.sts received mas
ter1s degrees from New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
here in De
cember. 

Andrew 
Kitzmiller of 
Kingsport was 
awarded the 
master of arts 
m marriage 
and family 
c o u n s e 1 i n g KITZMILLER 
degree. 

J acob Strother, minister to 
emerging generations at Brent
wood Baptist Church, Brent
wood, earned the master of 
divinity degree. He is a native of 
Salem, Ill. CJ 

Mohler released· 
from hospital 
Baptist Press 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. - South
ern Baptist Theological Semi-

Full Color 
Photo Banners 

Promote events, sermon se~es, 
etc. Many sizes & prices avail
able. Call 1-888-794-8272 
examples at www.sanctity.net. 

MINISTRY- CHILDREN 
Auburn Baptist Church, Tupelo, 
Miss., is seeking a full-time min
ister of chi ldren/education. All 
applicants please submit resume 
to Auburn Baptist Church, 1138 
Road 931, Tupelo, MS 38804 or 
e-mail auburnbaptistchurch@
comcast.net. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
22 church pews available - free 
of charge. Each pew is 13 feet, 6 
inches in length. Contact First 
Baptist Church, Counce, TN 
(731) 689-3233. 

MINISTRY - STUDENT 
Northport Baptist Church is 
accepting resumes for a bivoca
tional youth minister. Interested 
applicants please submit a 
resume with references to 
Northport Baptist Church, 488 
Duncan St., Newport, TN 37821, 
Attn: Youth Council. Resumes 
may also be e-mailed to 
browade @bellsouth.net. New
port is located in extreme East 
Tennessee on 1-40. Resumes 
must be received before Jan. 31 , 
2007. 

nary President R. Albert Mohler 
Jr. was discharged Jan. 10 from 
Louis"-ille's Baptist Hospital 
East following a two-week hos
pitalization that included exten
sive abdominal surgery and a 
four-day stay in the intensive 
care unit due to blood clots in 
the lungs. 

Mohler and his family are 
"overjoyed to be back home," 
according to a press release. CJ 

Page expresses 
hope for SBC in '07 
Baptist Press 

TAYLORS, S.C. - Frank 
Page, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, is asking 
Southern Baptists to repent of 
their "self sufficiency" and plead 
with God for a spiritual revival 
during 2007. He also is ca11ing 
upon the convention to seek rec-

'rtt.&~ -BAPTISTRIES 
'2J"''""' HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

www.fiberglasschurchprod.com 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415 

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
Lookout Valley Baptist Church is 
seeking a full-time pastor. Please 
send resumes to Search Com
mittee, Lookout Valley Baptist 
Church, 23 Lilac Ave., Chat
tanooga, TN 37419. .. . ~ . ... .•. .•. .... 
C.lymersville Baptist Church in 
Rockwood is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please send resumes to 
Search Committee, c/o Lisa 
Jackson, 554 Shenandoah Dr., 
Rockwood, TN 37854. 

••• .! •••• ·'· ....... 
Senior Pastor: lstrouma Baptist 
Church of Baton Rouge, La., is 
seeking a senior pastor. Candi
dates should have previously 
served in a similar position with a 
mid to large size church and be 
experienced supervising a staff. 
A seminary degree, with at least 
a master's, is required. 
Resumes, with a cover letter, 
should be sent to Senior Pastor 
Search Team at wbishop@
eatel.net. 

MINISTRY - COMBINATION 
Pleasant .Hill Baptist Church 
near Martin, Tenn., is seeking a 
paid (part-time) minister of chil
dren and youth. The individual is 
responsible for leading a very 
active, vibrant ministry in a rural 
church setting. Send resumes to 
Bro. David Freeman, pastor, 562 
Old Troy Rd., Martin, TN 38237. 
For more information call (731) 
587-5939. 

Christian Life Tours is still the best! Every cruise 
or tour is escorted by hosts with over 30 years of 
group travel experience. Now booking for 2007 
travel to Alaska, Hawaii, the Mediterranean, 
Canadian Rockies, and Branson. Call 877-557-
0073 (tott free) or e-mail ddale1950@aol.com for 
your complimentary newsletter! 

• 

• 

onciliatio~ over divisive issues 
that distract from the objectives 
of missions and evangelism. 

The SBC president expressed 
optimism for the future of the 
convention, urging its members 
toward reconciliation over 
issues that tend to divide them. 

ask all Southern Bapti ts to jo 
in a heartfelt prayer to our Lo 
for spiritual awakening." 

"'Let us confess our arro
gance, our self sufficiency, our 
sinfulness;" Page, pastor of First 
Baptist Church here, said in a 
statement to Baptist Press. 

'"1 believe that God's people 
are more than tired of fighting 
among ourselves," Page said. •1 
believe that Gixi's people want 
to get on with kingdom work." 

said. 
·1 call on all leaders to 

porate this prayer into 
lives and areas of responsibili 
I ask all state executives ru 
evangelism directors to moJ 
upcoming evangelism conf; 
ence meetings which focus up. 
prayer for revival ," the SE 
leader said. 0 

"Let us follow the advice of II 
Chronicles 7:14/' he said. "The 
year 2007 stands as a year of 
opportunity before us," he 
added. 

Page asked Southern Baptists 
to pray earnestly for revival. 

"As to a New Year's wish, I 

I 

• 
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GuideS tone· 
Ftnaneia.l Resources 
d lhr Saultlcn a.p. c.cn.-

DowelL DorigbL~ 
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GuideStone offers a simple, one-choice retirement path. I 
Looking for a new direction in retirement planning? If so, GuideS tone 
has a new option ,..-- MYD~stinatlon Funds. With the launch of the 
five MYDestination Funds, GuideStone Financial Resources is 
making available a single fund retirement solution. 

The path is easy. Decide when you want to retire and pick the fund 
closest to your target retirement date. Then, make consistent and 
appropriate retirement contributions throughout your career with 
the goal of arriving at retirement prepared to start the next phase of 
your journey. 

Call 1-888-98-GUIDE today to learn more about 
MYDestination Funds. -
WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO? 

Visit our Web site, www. GutdeStone. org/MyDesttnatton, 
and discover how GuideStone can help you determine your 
route to retirement. 

By investing in MyDestination Funds, you will incur the expenses of the 
funds in addition to the underlying Select Funds. You may invest in the 
Select Funds directly, except the Global Bond fund. 

You should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, charges 
and expenses of GuideStone Funds before investing. For a copy of the 
prospectus with this and other information about the funds, please call 
1-888-98-GU/DE (1-888~984-8433) or visit www.GuideStone.org to view 
or download ·a prospectus. You should read the prospectus carefully 
before investing. 

PFPC Oistriblltors, Inc •• King of PruSJia, PA. 0 2008 GuideSt.ont fine nefti Rtsourctl 
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Zoning board reiects plan of church, Salvation Army 
3y Connie Davis Bushey plans to construct a new build- would have helped the communi- said Spurgeon after several sex offender to participate in 
eaptist and Reflect(')r ing on land across the street. The ty, he added. meetings with the Salvation their programs, said Spurgeon. 

CLARKSVILLE - On Jan. 3 
the Zoning Board of Clarksville 

C:lrre!iected a reql:lest of New Provi
dence Baptist Oliurch here for 

which would nave 
allowed flhe church to sell its 

uuuL.U-16 to the Salvation Army. 
Salvatian Army planned to 

~:cte'velc~p a minist.ry center theFe. 
board 11ej.ect-ed the 

reQ1ue1st becauae of :reaction by 
community based on t.he fact 
elementary school is located 

,,.. ....... u to the building, said Robert 
!Bpu:r~~eon, pastor. 

Spurgeon, who has led the 
1~nun:;n for tlrree years, said he is 
[dif;appointe··!a. by the decision for 

1., . ...... .., church and commwrity but 
... a., faith that God wil1 work it 

The church wants to sell its 
facility because it has 

current building is ·54 years old New Providence is located in Army. Concerning the rest of the 
and dees not meet the needs ef the inner city of Clarksville in a Then the plan was reported folks who would have been com
the cengregation, explained needy community. Within a one in the local newspaper and later ing to the Salvation Army center, 
Spurgeon. mile radius of the church about by a Nashville-based TV station. it is "not like those people aren't 

The Salvation Army seemed 60 percent of students living "When the story broke the already there," he said, referring 
Hke a perfect there receive some kind of gov- opposition began to build," sai4 to the neighborhood. "I minister 
fi:t to the needs e:rnment assistance, noted Spur~ Spurgeon. in that community so I know 
of the churc)l geon. Crime is also present in A bivocational pastor who who's there. 
and cemmuni- the neighborhood, he added. works as a probation officer in "The kids at the school also 
t)1 said Spur- The Salvation Army would Dickson, Spurgeon said the com- would have benefited from these 
geon. have helped the residents, said munity became. concerned about programs. That's the part that 

The cost of Spurgeon, in addition to what the cont~ct between people com- really bothers me. 
the building tit the church does. New Providence ing to the Salvation Army for "It doesn't make sense," said 
the Salvation draws about 100 to ~iunday help and the children at the ele- Spurgeon of the decision. 
.Anny's budget. SPURGEON morning worship. The Christiari mentary school next door. The The New Providence congre-
The Salvation .ministry planned to help the schoal has about 600 students gation is moving ahead, he 
Army could have used the cur- homeless and needy by provid- attending from the neighborhood. observed. Several churches have 
rent buildings with some reno- ing fQod and other help, and He said he can understand looked at the property and build
vation. For instance, their pro- 'thTough programs. Plans were to the concern for protecting chil- ings since the zoning board deci
grams include church services so offer training on computers, both dren from pedofiles. But Mont- sion. 
th~y would have used the wor- for adults and students, tutor- gomery County is known "as one "I know bigger and better 
.shlp center of New Providence as ing, after-school activities, and . of the best counties in supervis- things are in store both for the 
a worship center, said Spurgeon. summer camp. ing th.eir sex offenders." Also the Salvation Army and for our 

The Salvatio:n. Army also "It seemed like a perfect fit," Salvation Army wouldn't allow a church," he stated. 0 

The Fellowship of 
Tennessee Baptist 

Evangelists 

Benny Jackson 
- president, 

Memphis 

Keith Cot!lk., 
Springfield 

Gar:yEJuck, 
music 

caordinator, 
Nashville 

2007 Evangelists Conference 

When: Jan. 22, 9:45 a.!m. - noon 

Wlte.re: Inglewood Baptist Church, 
3901 Gallatin Road, Nashville 

Host Pastor: Kevin Shtum 

Program Personalities: 

Keith Coole, 
Springfield 

Jeff Myers 
Athens 

Don Womack, 
Memphis 

Come and h.ear- great preaching from our evangelists, 

including Don Womack, who has been an evangelist for 

more than 60 years. He will deliver his famous sermon, 

"Rivers of Blood1" We will also have outstanding music 

from our music evangelists. Everyone is invited to attend 

the sessions at Inglewood Baptist Church in Nashville. 

For more information, contact Fellowship president 

Benny Jaekson at (901) 757-2829. 

HONORED for tenure with the Tennessee Baptist Convention staff at the Executive Board meeting on . . • "' - ·~ 

Jan. -10 were, ftom left; Barbara Powersr Share€/ Ministries, Jive ye.ars; Tim Holcomb; Executive Leader-
ship, f;O years; Joe Wiles, 0(')1/egfate Minis.tries (Tennessee Tech in Cookeville), 15 years; and Gary Rick

. man, TBC ministry coordinator, 15 vears. Not pictured is Bill Black, res(')rt ministfies in Gatlinburg, 25 
years. 

'5 
E 

Hosted and Sponsored by 
Englewood Baptist Church, Rocky Mount, NC 

Contact us at www.englewoodbaptist.com 
or call 252.937.8254 

WRRCH 16~17. 1007 
N I • " 0 E G s T E R R I 

Cost is $30 per person. 

t 
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Former presidents 
tall for a new 
Baptist (OIIenant 

gia World Congress Center in 
Atlanta. which they hope will 
attract 20,000 Baptbts. 

the media voicing conservative 
Vlews. 

Underwood' ns.sertion and Carter'' 
and Clinton's re.ma:rks apparently 
aimed at Southern Baptlsts. 

sage. impacting our <:uhuN \\ ltl 
our mini~tr:i ..... nd h ring lb1 
go_od l'\('W!' of iJ sUs hri t." 

"'Tlus is an histone e,·ent for 
the Baptists in this country and 
perhaps for Christianity," Carter 
said at the news conference. 

-. ~orth America desperate!) 
needs a true Baptist witness,"' 
Underwood said. 

'"Instead of engaging in a wm
of words, let's do a reality check,"' 
Page told Baptist Press. '"\Vord 
games are fine, but reahty says 
Southern Baptists are present
ing a positive life-changing roes-

Pa~ and Morri::- CbApmM 
president of the SBC Ext: -uth c 
Committee, note-d that uthcn 
Baptists are rnd1colly div~r • 
and hAve o good record of mini 
tcring to the poor , 

Baptist Press 

ATLANTA - Former Presi
dents Jimmy Carter and Bill 
Clinton have proposed the estah
lishment of a broadJy inclusive 
alternative Baptist movement to 
counter what they called a nega
tive image of Baptists and to 
address pover ty, the environ
ment, and global conflicts. 

About 80 leaders of 40 moder
ate Baptist organizations claim

Frank Page. president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and 
pasU:lr of First Baptist Church in 
Taylors, S.C., took issue with 

r-----------------------------------· ing to represent 20 million Bap
tists in the Un ited States, 
Canada, and Mexico met at the 1 
Carter Center for the announce- 1 
ment. Leaders from the South -

Carter and Clinton kicked off 
their plans with a news confer 
ence Jan. 9 at the Carter Center 
in Atlanta, flanked by leaders of 
moderate Baptist groups includ
ing the Cooperative Baptist Fel
lowship, a breakaway group of 
an unverified number of church
es tha t objected to the election of 
conservative leader s in the 
Southern Baptist Convention . 
Carter and Clinton announced a 
"Celebrat ion of a New Baptist 
Covenant," ten ta tively set for 
Jan . 30-Feb. 1, 2008, at the Geor -

ern Baptist Convention were not I 
invited to attend. I 

"This is an attempt to bring I 
people together and say, 'What I 
would our Christ ian witness I 
require of us in the 21st centu- I 
ry?' " Clinton said, adding th at 1 
his goal is to be a "cheerleader" 1 
for the group. 

Bill Underwood, president of I 
Mercer Univer sity in Georgia, I 
said a t the news conference that I 
the 2008 meeting is meant to I 
draw attention away from "the I 
Baptists who have the micro- 1 
phone," meaning conservative 1 
leaders who fr equently appear in 1 

North Carolina Baptist Minister to Host 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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And Pacific Northwest Vacation 
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I 
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Biblical Solutions fo r Life 
A Senllce of Ufi:w.Jy Cllrirtl•n Stores 

Tennessee Baptists, 
America's #1 Church Bus Dealer 

has some deals for you I 

• 15 passenger buses (no COL required) • Rental buses 
• Over 100 new & used buses in stock • Trade- ins welcome 
• Van replacement vehicles • 15 to 46 passenger buses 

·~-l " 
15 Passengers 18- 29 Passengers 

29 - 41 Passengers 30- 46 Passengers 

Monthly Specials 
Stock No. 
26245 
26287 
26316 
25429 
26222 
265200 

Year 
2006 
2007 
2006 
2005 
2006 
2000 

Make 
Ford /Starcraft 
Ford / Claval 
Ford / Starcraft 
Ford / ElDorado 
Ford / Starcraft 
Chev / ElDorado 

Frankli11, TN · 

Capacity 
14 
45 w/ Removable Row 
2 5 w I Rear luggage 
26 
1 5 w I Rear luggage 
17 + 2 Wheelchairs 

1-800-370-6180 
1-615-376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

Price 
$39,990 
$97,430 
$56,880 
, 47,929 
$46,530 
$23,900 

$45,920 

lncredlblt' LJquJdatlon 
Prices! 

Oo to: carpenterbus.com 
Then click 

'Liquidate • button 15 Days . trom$1399* ~-----------------------------------· . . . 

On September 14, 2007 join your Spiritual Director, Baptist 
Minister Dr. Cl9r~nce Freeman on this 15-day vacation 
including a 7 -day deluxe Alaska Cruise with Holland America · 
Line and a 7-day Pacific Northwest vacation with' Your .. Man 
Tours. Daily Devotions will be made available for those in 
the group who wish to participate. Your group will fly into 
Seattle for a night before a scenic motor coach drive to 
Vancouver where you'll board the five-star ms Zuiderdam. 

Next, travel through a wondrous maze of forested 
island and glacier carved fjords, past charming coastal 
villages, migrating whales and calving glaciers to 
Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier 
Bay. 

After the cruise you'll start a six-.night motor coach to'ur 
with daily sightseeing visiting British Columbia; the Cascade 
Mountains; Washington; the Grand Coulee Dam; Lake 
Coeur d'Alene; Montana; Yellowstone {Old Faithful) and 
Grand Teton National Parks; Jackson Hole, Wyoming; and in 
Utah: the Great Salt Lake, Mormon Tabernacle, and more. 
You'll fly home after a night in Salt Lake City. *Prices for this 
15-day vacation start at only $1399 (per person, double 
occupancy) plus $349 port charges, taxes, services, 
government fees and the new Alaska state visitors tax. Add 
$550 airfare from Nashville, Knoxville, Memphis or 
Chattanooga, TN. $100 deposits are now due. 

Friends and family are welcome. 
For information, reservations, brochure, and Dr. Freeman's letter call: 

1YOUR MAN' TOURS 
1-800-968-7626 

Amenca's Ftrst Choice for travel since 1967! 

Find out how we can benefit you and your congregation. 
Contact your State Sales Director to be connected with 
your local GuideOne agent. 

Chuck Smith 
615-591-2794 
chsmith@guideone.com 

ln1urance 

www.guideone.com 
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mjnister/s corner 

'he next step in being pro-life 
•Y Matt Cannon 

Having four children, I am more content than a 
aan with four mmion dollars, because a man with 

million dollars usually wants more. 
I'm not sure where I first picked up this quote, but 

surely applies to me. My wife and I are the parents 
four wonderful children with an age range of 2-5 

.,o .. ,r ... The two youngest are two months apart in age. 
they are not twins and my wife does not have the 

• I 

,;estatlon period of a rodent. They are all adopted. 
This month marks the anniversary of the Supreme 

decision to legalize abortion. Consequently, pas
ors all over the nation will be delivering sermons on 
h~ topic and many churches will have bulletin inserts 
·elating to this barbaric practice. Hopefully, 
Jhristians will be reminded of our responsibilities to 
.he unborn, a group that is sur~ly one of the "least of 
:hese" and make up their minds to do something about 
t. 

The most common responses are to pray, to write 
IAt:t:.Ar!:l to our elected officials, and to donate money to 

ll'i)Jro-lllte groups. All of these activities are important 
:md worth our time and attention. HQwever, there is 
mother step that more and more followers of Jesus 
;hould be considering: adoption. 

Women who become pregnant and feel that they 
=annot afford or otherwise take care of a baby are 
faced With great anxiety and guilt. If they keep the 

I baby, they don't think that they will be _able to support 
their child financially or even emotionally. However, if 
they choose to relinquish their parental rights, they 
may fear that the baby will' go unadopted and spend 
his or her childhood being shipped fiom one foster 

orne to another. 
But aren't there many people out tb.ere who want to 

l l~dopt? Yes, there are. But so many of them only want j to adopt a particular kind of baby with the "right~ gen-
• <ler and "right" race with no apparent physical or m-en

tal problems. Not only that, but ther-e are a number of 
children who have been brought into the custody of the 
state who are not at the cute, cuddly stage, but have 
gotten older and been emotionally scarred by the 
actions of their former caregivers. . 

Before you dismiss the notion of adopting a child, 
ask yourself this: Have I every truly sought God's will 
on whether I should adopt or not, or have I pushed it 
away without committing it to pr~yer? If you've never 
asked or talked to your Lord about it, how do you truly 
know that it is not for you? Granted, adoption may not 
be for you and if it is, there are several hoops that you 
must jump thro~h. However, the rewards are great as 
you see a child grow and you can teach them about the 
love of God. 

So, if you are pro-life and truly believe that every 
child is precious and has a purpose, why not consider 
taking that next step of commitment to the sanctity of 
life and look into adoption. The child will be blessed by 
having loving, Christian parents and you will be 
blessed by showing God's love in such a meaningful 
way. CJ- Cannon is pastor of Cardiff Baptist Church, 
Rockwood. 

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Funding missions in Tennessee 
and around the world 

What IS human life worth? • 

By Reggie Weems 

Focal Passage: Genesis 9:5-6; 
Psalms 139:13-16; Proverbs 
1:10-11, 15-16, 18; 24:10-12 

After a 28-year reign of inde
scribable t~rror, Saddam Hussein 
was executed on December 30th, 
2006. News of his , death evoked 
multiplied and varying emotions 
from the Christian community. 
Many were elated to hear the 
news. Others lamented the eternal 
torment he now endures. In the 
Bible's first book, God pronounced 
the worth of h~an life by requir
ing the death of anyone who took 
human life (Genesis 9:5-6). Murder 
decapitates God's crown in creation 
- man. It also assumes God's place 
as the giver and taker of life. Thus, 
·taking human life invokes retribu
tion commensurate with the crime. 
Hence, the proof that th,ere is no 
greater crime than taking -:human 
life is inherent in its divinely 
ordained punishment. Such judg
ment also evidences the divine per-

. spective on humanity. The movie 
title "Whose Life Is It Anyway?" is 
definitively answered, "God's!" To 
gain God's perspective on human 
life we should: 

(1) Biblically evaluate hu.man 
life (Psalms 139). Every human 
being bears the imagio deo (image 
of God) and the ramifications of 
that- perspective are limitless. 
Since every human being is "fear
fully and wonderfully made," 

(Psalms 139:14) i.e., created by 
God, He is the genuine Sovereign 
of each life. God grants life its 
sanctity as its Creator. As such, 
Christians should treat other peo
ple, both Christians and. unbeliev
ers in the light of God's creation. 
Once birthed, every single person 
will exist eternally somewhere. 
Understanding the soul's eternali
ty, C.S. Lewis wrote, "You have 
never met a mere mortal" (The 
Weight of Glory). 

(2) Personal-ly 
value human 
beings (Proverbs 
1:10-11, 15-16, 
18). Devaluing 
human life will 
eventually 
destroy any socie-
ty. For everyone's WEEMS 
well-being, worth 
must be placed on life at concep
tion. This kind of life-enhancing 
wisdom begins with God (Proverbs 
1:7). Before and after birth, every 
human relationship depends on 
mutual respect. Christians cannot 
publicly stand against abortion 
and privately mistreat babies, 
teens, or adl,llts. We must, 

(3) Protect every life (Proverbs 
24:10-12). The Christian perspec
tive on the sanctity of life is God's 
view. To love God is to love hum~
ity, working toward its good; some
times even at the cost of opposing 
humans with whom we disagree. 
God requires His people to act like 
Christians and protect victims who 

Valuing every life 
.. 

By Thurman Seber 

Focal Passage: Psalms 139:1-16 
Introduction. It has been said 

that life is cheap in our modern 
world. We are constantly bombard
ed with video images of death· and 
dying, often in the most violent 
and gruesome ways. How many 
times have children witnessed 
death scenes before they become 
adults? 

Is it surprising that human life 
is so lightly regarded and easily 
taken by so 
many? Should 
we not expect 
violent crime to 
rise, even among 
our youth? 

What is the 
true worth of a 
child? Is there 
any value left in 
the life of an old 
man or an old 

SEBER 

woman? Are those with physical or 
mental deficiencies just in the 
way? 

Value of being known (vv. 1-
16). Everyone feels the need to be 
counted somewhere. For many, the 
only lists they seem to be on are 
the call lists of telemarketers and 
credit card companies. It does not 
satisfy to be listed only in the 
phone book or on the government 
tax roles. Surely we count for more 
than that. 

Isn't it wonderful to know that 
we count for something with God? 
God knows every detail of who we 

are and what we do. He even 
knows our words before we speak 
them (v. 4). 
· This could be a problem for 

many, but should not be for those 
who follow God. In- fact, it brings 
assurance that God is not making 
any kind of mistake by allowing 
our life to be lived. His awareness 
of our ways. should influence our 
every thought and deed. It should 
prevent us from practicing sinful 
habits, doing crimes, committing 
suicide, or departing from our 
Christian faith. Does He know all 
about us? Yes, He does. Matthew 
10:30, "But the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered." 

Value of being accompanied 
(vv. 7-12). Sometimes we hear sto
ries of small children being left 
alone to wander on busy highways 
or in airports. "How could anyone do 
that," we say, "don't they know how 
dangerous that could be? Somebody 
should have been watching that 
child." We partly measure how 
much children are wanted by the 
amount of loving attention they 
rece1ve. 

God never falls asleep or 
becomes negligent with our watch 
care. Every step we make is made 
with the watchful presence of God. 
He has promised never to leave us 
nor forsake us. We must be worth a 
lot if God is always with us. every 
place we go. 

Value of having purpose (vv. 
13-16). The birth of a child is never 
an accident. The earthly parents 
may not have intended the child to 

SunJay S~hool Lssson 
Bibla Studies lor Life 
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are innocent of life-threatening 
crimes. We cannot ignore the reali
ty of out own depravity. We cannot 
claim ignorance on the issue. 
Silence is the voice of death. We are 
thrust into the cauldron of this 
debate by countless Scriptures that 
call us to allegiance, attention, and 
action. And we, like the three 
Hebrew children, have a God who 
can deliver us and those whom we 
defend. 

This year Great Britain will cel
ebrate the 200th anniversary of 
slavery's abolition throughout the 
British Empire. This event was a 
monumental triumph by men such 
as William Wilberforce and John 
Newton who gave their post-con
version lives to its cause, motivat
ed by their biblical convictions con
cerning the sanctity of every 
human life. 

In like manner, 21st century 
Christians must work against 
abortion worldwide and for life's 
sanctity in places like Darfur, 
Sudan. On this issue, it is not sim
ply that we know better; we know 
best! There is work for Christians 
in every city, county, state, and 
throughout the nation and world. 

· a - Weems is senior pastor of 
Heritage Baptist Church, Johnson 
City. . . 

5undoy Seho.ol Lesson 
Explore the Bible 

- Jon.~~ 

be born, but God made no mistake. 
We are not born into this world by 
mistake. God makes no mistakes 
and God made us (v. 13). 

There is more to us than the 
human eye can see. We love the old 
song about the "Unseen hand of 
God." Even though others may not 
be aware of it, the hand of God con
tinues to guide us through our 
troubled ways. 

Wouldn't life be scary if we 
didn't believe in God? If we 
thought we were without purpose 
or guidance? If we didn't know that 
God had His hand upon us (v. 5)? 

Conclusion. Christians are in 
this world but not of it. We must 
continue to be the light and the 
salt of the earth (Matthew 5:12-
13). 

Life is cheap in this world. 
Abortion is accepted. Murder is 
common. Old people are disre
spected, often discarded as worth
less. The poor are beaten down, 
and we miss God's mark. 

GQd would have us to see the 
value of every human life, start
ing with our own. He knew us 
before we were hom, brought us 
into this world for His good rea
sons, keeps close watch on us 
every day we live, and never for
gets who we are. 0 - Seber ls a 
full-time evangelist, based in Liberty. 
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+ R. Hershel ChevaUier, 

71, died Dec. 22 i.n MaryviJle. 
Chevallier was pastor emeri
tus of Cumberland Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, where he 
served as pastor for 25 years. 
He was a pastor for more than 
50 years, serving churches in 
Louisiana, North" Carolina, 
and Tennessee. Chevallier held 
numerous leadership positions 
in Knox County Baptist Associ
ation, the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, and the Southern 
Baptist Convention. A past 
moderator of Knox County 
Association, he served on the 
TBC Executive Board from 
1986-88, 1989-1991, and 1994-
1996 and for eight years as a 
trustee of the SBC Home Mis
sion Board (now North Ameri
can Mission Board). Chevallier 
is survived by his wife, Jerry; 
two children; and four grand
children. 

+ Nell Methvin, 97, of 
Franklin died recently. She 
was a member of the Executive 
Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention from 1967-70. She 
was a member of First Baptist 
Church, Shelbyville, for 58 
years and a member of Grieve
wood Baptist Church, 
Nashville, for 14 years at her 
death. While in Shelbyville she 
was Woman's Missionary 
Union director or secretary for 
the New Duck River Associa
tion for 27 years. She is sur
vived by children Nelda Brown 
of Brentwood, George of Mem
phis, Jerry of Murfreesboro, 
seven grandchildren, and nine 
great-grandchildren. 

+ Greg Brewer has 
resigned as pastor of Poplar 
Creek Baptist Church, Clinton. 

+ Dotson Memorial Baptist 
Church, Maryville, has called 
Dale Ellenburg as pastor 
effective in January. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Parsons, has called Jason 
Varnick as minister of musid 
youth effective Jan. 14. A grad
uate of Union University, Jack
son, he served in the United 
States Marine Corps. He previ-

, ously served as minister of 
music at Poplar Comer Baptis t 
Church, Brownsville, and 
Eastland Baptist Church, Rip
ley. He also worked for Chick
Fil-A as a general manager in 
Franklin . . 

+ Calvary Baptist Church, 
Rutherford, has called Jerry 
W. Smith as pastor. 

+ Pine Ridge Baptist 
Church, Benton, has called 
Terry Daniels as pastor. 

+ Oak Hill Baptist Church 
Friendsville, has called Ken
neth Martin as pastor. 

+ Phil Glass, youth past~r 
of Pleasant Hill Baptist 

TWO MEMBERS OF the building committee of Gravel Hill Baptist 
Church, Eastview, burn a note on its Family Life Center on Dec. 31 
to celebrate the debt free status of the center. The members are 
Russell Coin, left, and Tommy Leonhard. The $300,000 building 
was paid for in five years though the church has a small member
ship, reported Patsy Pearson. 

Church, Martin, has been 
called as associate pastor and 
family minister for North 
Knoxville Baptist Church, 
Knoxville. 

+ Jonathan Lail, pastor of 
Cottonwood Baptist Church, 
Ridgely, has been called as pas
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Pleasant Yiew, Nashville. 

+ Emory Minton Jr., min
ister of youth at Pump Springs 
Baptist Church, Harrogate, 
has been called to the staff of 
First Priority, a ministry to 
students. 

+ Alan Moore, pastor, 
Central Baptist Church, 
Erwin, retired Dec. 31. He con
tinues to serve as interim pas
tor. Moore has served the 
church about two years. He 
also served as pastor of the 
church about 10 years ago. 
Moore is available to lead 
revivals, be interim pastor, and 
be supply preacher. Also C~r
roll Kirby has resigned as 
choir director of the church. 

+ Bill White resigned as 
pastor of Six Mile Baptist 

Church, Maryville, effective 
November 2006. 

Churches 
+ First Baptist Church, 

Loretto, will hold a one-day 
revival Jan. 21. Morris Ander
spn, evangelist of Oak Ridge, 
will speak. 

+ East - Alcoa Baptist 
Church, Alcoa, will celebrate 
its 50th anniversary March 25 
during the morning worship 
service. The church was start
ed as McGinley Street Baptist 
Church, Alcoa. 

s 
+.The Nashville Baptist 

Association Toy Store, held at 
Shelby Avenue Baptist 
Church, Nashville, served 
1,700 c~dren during Decem
ber, according to reports. 

+ Hamilton County Bap
tist Association, Chat
tanooga, will host two work
shops, "Tutoring Children and 
Youth" and "Conversational 
English/English as a Second 
Language" at the association 

BILL MAPLES, left, pastor, Henderson Chapel Baptist Church, 
Pigeon Forge, and his wife, Carolyn Faye, participated in the 
recent 150th anniversary observances of the church. This church 
milestone was recognized by President George W. Bush who sent 
a letter with greetings and commended the members for their ded
ication, service, compassion, and commitment to the faith. The 
churchs homecoming and anniversary event drew 130 people. 

T nn Seen 

JARED HODGES, center, ministry assistant for missions/evange 
ism, First Baptist Church, Clarksville, stands with Ron Samuel 
left, chairman of deacons of the church, and Roger Freeman, ps~ 

tor. after he was licensed to the ministry Dec. 20. He is the son < I 

AI and Karen Hodges, former missionaries to West Africa. 1 

Hodges is presently on the staff of the International Mission Boan 
Richmond, Va. 

office Jan. 26-27, and Feb. 3. 
The association also will host 
"How to Plan a Mission Trip" 
the evening of Jan. 23 at the 
association office. Please regis
ter for material preparation. 
For more information, contact 
the association at (423) 267-
3794 or hcba@baptistassocia-
tion.cam. · 

+ Cumberland Baptist 
Association, Clarksville, will 
host a Minister's Wives Brunch 
Jan. 27 at Memorial Baptist 
Church, Clarksville. The 
theme is "The Minister's Wife 
- There's More to Me Than 
That." Guest speaker will be 
Jeanne Davis, wife of Randy 
Davis, pastor of First Baptist· 
Chnrch, Sevierville. Deadline 
to register is Jan. 24. For more 
information, call the associa
tion office at (931) q58-9036. . 

+ Bradley Baptist Asso-
ciation, Cleveland, will host 
a men's conference entitled 
"Hang in There" Jan. 26-27 at 
Westwood Baptist Church, 
Cleveland. Johnny Hunt, pas
tor of First Baptist Church, 
Woodstock, Ga., will speak. For 
reservations, call (423) 476-
5493. The association also 
recently sent two disaster 
relief recovery teams to Buffa
lo, N.Y. to clean up debris left 
from October/November 2006 
storms. 

+ Over 100 disaster relief 
volunteers are serving Jan. 14-
20 with the Nashville Bap
tist Association, Nashville, to 
complete construction projects 
in the Gulfport, Miss., area, 
which was devastated by Hur
ricane Katrina. The disaster 
relief team is made up of 30 
volunteers from Cumberland 
Baptist Association, Clarks
ville; 50 volunteers from Mid
South Baptist Association, 
Memphis area; and about 40 
volunteers from the Nashville 
Association, according to team 
leader Don Mauldin, who is 

retired from the Tenness( 
Baptist Convention staff and 
a member of Forest Hills Ba. 
tist Church, Nashville. 

+ Cumberland Gap Ba1 
tist Association, Harrogat 
is planning a mission project · 
late January or February to< 
reconstruction work in Gul 
port, Miss., which was deva 
tated by Hurricane Katrin 
Housing and food will be pl' 
videcr.- Transportation cos 
will be shared by volunteer 
To volunteer, call Richa1 
Minton at (423) 869-5910, • 
Clayton Dunsmore, director 
missions, at (423) 869-8716. 

nts 
+ Mid-South Roy; 

Ambassadors will host tl 
4th annual RA Pinewo< 
Derby Race Competition tl 
afternoon of Feb. 17 at Trafa 
gar Village Baptist Churc: 
Bartlett. The mission project 
to support the Teen Mon 
Ministry of Gallaway Bapti 
Church, Gallaway. Deadline 
register is Feb. 14. For info 
mation, conta~ Mike Freema 
at (901) 849-0867 or rastaffil 
midsouthras.org. 

+ The Tennessee Bapti1 
Convention Volunteer Mi 
sions Team is offering a 
Iowa Jericho Prayer March 
be held June 25-29 to suppo 
the Tennessee/Iowa Bapti 
Partnership. Eight teams 
three-five volunteers wjJ} I 
assigned to an Iowa pray• 
host £or the week. Teams w j 

be assigned to many of the f 
counties with no evangelic 
witness, churches, and pi 
where church plants and 
istries are needed. Then tht 
will gather in Des Moines fi 
celebration and debriefmg. F• 
information, contact the Volu. 
teer Missions office at 1-80 
558-2090 ext. 2061 or (61 
371-2061. 


