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·State disaster relief workers assist storm • • • 

VICtimS 
Knox 

'fist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD- More than 
I Tennessee Baptist disaster 
ef volunteers have served 

far in Missouri and Okla
as part of a response to 

heavy winter storms that 
~pt through several states 

month. ' 
em1es:see Baptist. chain saw 

ms are continuing to serve 
>week in Nixa, Mo., and the 
·wer trailer of First Baptist 
!rrch of Concord, Knoxville, 
1ains in operation at Round 
~k Baptist Church, Nixa. 
More teams left the weekend 
ran. 2&-28, said David Acres, 
rnessee disaster relief direc-
'We expect to be supplying 

ms into the storm areas for 
next two months. 

'It's getting better, because 
electricity has been restored 
several of the communities 

the teams are working. 
will ~aeed teams for at least 
or five more weeks." 
ve volunteers from the 

f •a .... Llucky Baptist Associa
:l, based in Morristown, 
ved Jan. 17-21 in Crocker, 
. The team cut down trees 
.t were weighing down power 
3S and others that were 
eatening homeowner's prop
ies or caused other problems, 
ording to team leader Don 
'en, member of First Baptist 
urch, Morristown. 

One of the storm victims 
they helped was a widow whose 
home was blocked by trees in 
her front yard. The team did 18 
jobs in the area including some 
jobs for homeowners who were 
members of First Baptist 
Church, Crocker. 

Owen noted that the associa
tion team came together after 
several phone calls. "Even 
.though we were net a large 
1"ea.m., we were able to do more 
than a larger team because a 
good friend of mine donated a 
bobcat for us to use," said Owen. 

Tom Henard, president of 
. . 

Hawkins County Farmers Co-
Op, Rogersville, donated the 
piece of equipment. Owen 
towed the tractor more than 
681 miles one way to Missouri 
and back to Tennessee on the 
back of his truck. "God just put 
us in the right place at the right 
time to help these people." 

Owen also credited Don 
Kapel, pastor of First Baptist, 
Crooker, for the success of the 
team. Kapel served as the job 
coordinator for the Tennessee 
team. Kapel had the jobs organ
ized and had surveyed the job 
sites, which made the work go 
quicker,. said Owen. 

Scheduled to serve Jan. 29-
Feb. 3 are Weakley County Bap
tist Association, Dre~den; First 
Baptist Chlll"ch, White House; 
Nashville Baptist Association, 
Nashville; First Baptist 
Church, Millington; Bradley 

DISASTER RELIEF workers, from left, Roy Johnson, First Baptist Church, Morristown; Pete Anderson, 
First Baptist, Morristown; Don K_apel, pastor, First Baptist Church, Crocker, Mo.; and Don Owen, Firs t 
Baptist, Morristown, work on a ice-damaged tree in front of a home in Crocker, Mo. Operating the trac
tor is Roger Brock, Alpha Baptist Church, Morristown.- Photo by Renee Hysolp 

Baptist Association, Cleveland; 
Cumberland Baptist Associa
tion, Clarksville; and Duck 
River Baptist Association, Tul
lahoma. 

Team~ left Jan. 22 for Okla
homa and Missouri. Oak Ridge 
Bapti_st Church in Longtown, 

Okla., served as h9st for the 
Hermitage Hills Baptist 
Church, Nashville, team, 
which returned Jan. 26. Other 
teams that returned from Nixa 
over the weekend were Robert
son County Baptist Associa
tion, Springfield; Western Dis-

trict Baptist Association, 
Paris; Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Cordova; First Baptist 
Church, Alexandria; and South 
Fulton Baptist Church, South 
Fulton. 

Additional teams will be 
enlisted as needed. 0 

on-Newman College IJrealcs grouncl for new IJusin~ss IJuilding 
' port the institution. trustees identified the need for 

·o RUSSELL, right, businessman of Knoxville, and James 
·therton, president. Car5on-Newman College, participate in 
>undbreaking activities for Ted Russell Hall. 

C-N news office 

JEFFERSON CITY- Car-
son-Newman College held. a 
groundbreakjng ceremony Jan. 
19 for its newest building proj
ect, Ted Russell Hall, a 31,000-
square-foot facility for its Busi
ness and Economics Division. 

Russell is a Knoxville busi
nessman· who is a 1962 alum
nus. He h as built a successful 
series of automobile dealerships 
in East Tennessee and has 
made significant gifts to the 
project. 

The benefactor said he had 
no idea when he graduated 
almost 45 years ago that he 
would ever be part of such an 
undertaking. Given that he was 
just beginning in the working 
world and a newlywed, having 
married his college sweetheart, 
Drama, he could not have imag
ined being in a position to sup-

He said he never imagined a new business building as one 
"that someday we would be of the institution's leading pri
involved here, but as the Lord orities. The facility will anchor 
blessed us, we felt more and the college's growing business 
more called all the time," said division, including the newly 

. the longtime member of First established Family Business 
Baptist Church, Concord, major. It will be located on the 
Knoxville. western edge of campus, close to 

Netherton credited Rus- the almost complete Blye
sell with "a generous and Poteat Hall, which will house 
s ustained giving program the Family and Consumer Sci
that made this dream a real- ences Division and open for fall 
ity." semester classes. 

As part of Friday's ceremony, The $8 million Russell 
Netherton also thanked Hall, part of the college's "For 
Knoxville's Edwin and Gail Such a Time as This" capital 
Davis, for whom the academic campaign, is the major campo
wing of Russell Hall will be nent of a $9.5 million overall 
named. He said that anytime he project to provide a common 
has thanked them for financial- plaza and a new hub for cam
ly supporting Carson-Newman, pns traffic and activities . The 
the couple are members ofWal- building will feature two
lace Memorial Baptist Church, tiered teaching tHeaters and 
Knoxville. the Family Business Insti-

In 2001, C-!-<rs board of tute. Cl · 
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I 

ouse are ts fortn family · 

HERMITAGE-"' like Miss Joy and Jon 
to be my parents because my parents are in 
heaven," said Ruth Adams. She and the rest 
of the residents of the Brooks Home of Ten
nessee Baptist Adult Homes for people with 
special needs were relaxing after a day's 
work and discussing their lives with the 
Baptist and Reflector. 

"It's just like a family," said Ashley Ham
lin, the newest resident who has only lived 
here for a few weeks. 

The two residents who visit their families 
on weekends are always ready to come back 
"home," said Joy Schleifer, bouseparent 
along with her husband, Jon. 

"Ashley is my best friend," Sharon Con
ner chimed in. 

"What do you call this home, Marcy?" Joy 
asked. · "Joy," Marcy Yard responded. 
Schleifer explained Yard calls the home the 
J oy Home rath~r than the Brooks Home 
because she bas so much fun here. 

,TBA hom 

The ladies and their houseparents dis
cussed what they did at work that day. All of 
them work or study at the Rochelle Center 
in Nashville for people with special needs. 
Some work for a paycheck and others attend 
classes and enjoy activities, explained Joy .. 

Then their weight loss became the topic of 
discussion. Several announce how many 
pounds they have lost, that they have received 
new clothes, and that they enjoy walkirig. 

HOUSEPARENTS, on the top row, Joy and Jon Schleifer, stand with residents of :. 
Brooks Home of. Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes in Hermitage. The women are, from tl. 
first row, Sandra Bessire, Marcy Yard, and Ruth Adams; second row, Sharon Connor 1d 
Becky Bourque; and third row, Susan Eslinger and Ashley Hamlin. 

cakes, chocolate ones. Joy added that 
Eslinger bad requested them. 

and might have to leave if she couldn't n e1 
state regulations which require residen1 ill 
such homes to be able to escape the hom ill 

Sandra Bessire is especially proud. She. 
has lost over 100 pounds in about three 
years. Ruth Adams has lost ~ver 40 pounds. 
Several others have lost 10-20 pounds, 
including the Schleifers, who have served 
here for three years. 

But even Eslinger has joined in the new 
eating and exercise plan, said Joy, which 
emphasizes vegetables, fruits, and activity 
rather than fastfood, sweets, and inactivity. 
The ladies walk about 40 minutes each day 
weather permitting. They also bowl once a 
week. 

three minutes. · 
1 

'Other ladies had cholesterol probl u 
and were diabetic. 

Today Bessire has no problem 'm O' 
• 

from the house within the time limit. 
Joy is especially proua of the ladioe 

their weight loss because this pop'ula 
has less ability to understand ramificati 
-See Women, houseparents, page 6 

Joy, with a smile on her face, asked Susan 
Eslinger what she received for Christmas. 
Eslinger responded that she received snack 

The weight loss program begsm when as 
new houseparents the Schleifers realized 
Bessire was having trouble getting around 

Podtasf for 
students on 
int'l missions 
Baptist Press 

RICHMOND, Va. - The 
International Mission Board 
has joined the world of podcast
ing with the launch of its "pod
Task," taking students on mis
sions adventures around the 
world. 

With its weekly updates on 
iTunes and thetask.org, the pod
Task is full of information for 
students to get involved with 
international missions by h ear
ing about what others are doing 
around the world in proclaiming 
J esus' name. 

Ricky Gibson, producer of the 
podTask, said the 1MB's student 
mobilization team aims "to stay 
on the cutting edge - as much 
as a [nonprofit] can with limited 
budget, people, and manpower 
- and offer our audience a way 
of getting international student 
missions stories. 

Students need to hear from 
other people their age about 
their experiences as God uses 
them, Gibson said, noting that 
podTask will seek to convey the 
message that God uses every
one. no matter what age, to ful
fill the Great Commission. 

·we [want] to provide ... 
videos. stories, and mus1c for 

studentS to download and watch 
to encourage them that God is 
moving around the world, and 
He's u~ing students to reach the 
w.orld," said Felicity Watson, 
host of the pod Task . 0 

Super Bowl 
toathes known for . . 

Christian faith 
Baptist Press 

MIAMI - Super Bowl XLI 
will feature two teams malring 
their first super game appear
ance in two-plus decades, two 
Midwestern teams separated by 
only a couple hundred miles, but 
most importantly two coaches 
who are strong believers in 
J esus Christ. 

Head coaches Tony Dungy of 
Indianapolis and close friend 
and fellow Christian Lovie 
Smith of Chicago gave credit to 
God following their respective 
teams' victories in the confer
ence championships Jan. 21. 

"The Lord set this up in a 
way that no one would believe 
it," Dungy said following the 
Colts' win over New England. 
"The Lord tested us a lot this 
year, but He set this up to get all 
the glory." 

The news that two witnesses 
for their personal faith in Jesus 
Christ would have a two-week 
int-ernational spotlight for their 
beliefs thrilled Christian leader 

William Pugh, executive direc
tor of sports ministry Athletes in 
Action, a branch of Campus Cru
sade for Christ. 

"We are so excited to see the 
Bears and Colts in the Super 
Bowl," Pugh, a close friend of 
both head coaches, said. "We 
could not have picked two better 
coaches to represent all that is 
good about sports." 

AlA organizes and runs the 
annual Super Bowl breakfast 
the day before the game. Last 
year, Dungy was the keynote 
speaker just weeks after his 
son's tragic death, giving an 
inspirational message about 
God's love in the best and worst 
of times. 

Smith is in his first tenure as 
a head coach and hasn't had the 
public opportunities to share his 
faith like Dungy, but he has told 
the Chicago media he believes in 
Christ, listens to Chris tian 
music when driving his car, and 
does not smoke, drink, or curse. 

"rm so happy for Lovi& who 
does things the right way, with
out cursing and shows things 
can be done differently/' Dungy 
said of Smith. "We give God all 
the credit." 

Dungy has served as the cover 
spokesman for a special Super 
Bowl witnessing video and tract. 
Several of his players, including 
star tight end Dallas Clark, put 
out a special faith-based DVD 
titled '"Power to Wm. .. J 

Lawmaker to 
propose law vs. 
spanking in Cali. 
Baptist Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. -
Democratic assemblywoma1 
California has her way, par 
in that state could soon be f 
or even jailed for spanking t 
toddlers, a practice Sally Ui 
said victimizes lielples's c 

dren. I 

Lieber, who does not ' lite 
children, plans to introdu• a 
bill this week that would n 
California the first statE 
make the spanking of childr 
years old and under a m.i 
meanor punishable by a yeE 
jail or a fine of up to $1,000 

"The only thing a child le 
by being beaten is that it's 0 
beat or dominate childrel 
animals that are sma) 
Lieber told the Sacramento 
"To my mind, there's no am· 
of physical force that's appr• 
ate on a child 3 years ol 
younger." 

Lieber said her office 
received numerous phone 
about the legislation, and J 

callers are against it. She • 
pared the opposition to prot 
against the protection ofwo 
who are victim.s of oom•; 

abuse, The New Yorlt T, 
said. '..J 
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Ill rheA Bilile tells me so through 1Wonderful Words of Life' 

ear t 
ralk 

Even today, two childhood 
~ents significantly shape my 

on, and honor of, 
Scripture. Without any 

eservat1on, I live with a grow
dependence on the Word of 

One Friday afternoon dur
her weekly "hair-set" at 

~~rgie's Beauty · Parlor, my 
~~~ut:~·- overheard a lady from 

Lodebar Methodist Church . . . 
AA&~~ •about the· Bjble Memo-

J.uttioln. ·Association for Chil
Witnin a few · weeks, 

lL .... a~a announced to me that l 
"·v•'""' soon be memorizing the 

t 12 chapters of John's 
:taspel. II Timothy 3:16 pref
ced each memory lesson. Sub
equently, very early in life I 
•ough!_-in_ to "all Scripture is 
nspired by God" both in head 

llom~:md he~. Sometime later, u{ a 
nore interpretive moment, I - . -

fame to the conclusion that all 
>cripture really meant "all · 
lhout ap~ ~noug'h"." . · 
. , Not , long after beginning 

~l;ll~- ~ezpor.izati<;>n epic, 
. bi-weekly . 50- cent piap.o 

,p.t:~::;::;v~.l;:$ • began.. ·and . exten.4ed 
months beyond my tm

t . Once I mastered Teaching 
ttle Fjngers to Play, my 

tea,cnt:~r surrendered any hope 
,f teaching me the classics and 
1et The Broadman Hymnal 

me. Her first assign
lfD~ent was hymn number 233, 

onderful Words of Life." 
~pparently, the old P.P. Bliss 
1.ymn fit my limited piano 

.. r• •·~"" and the lyrics became a 
:>e ifelong . blessing. Literally, I 

Ul.tl~St to the Word of God being 
1.U ,about and enough Wonder-

• Words of L'ife. 
,t:Jt John 3:16- All ·about and 
.auJ1 ~nough, words oflife about sai-
d :Fration. Personally my heaven
;a~-Y Father loved me so much to 
1<W ;end Jesus, and by my faith in 
uri ffim I have eternal life. Will 
y Rogers once exclaimed that in 
1{)0. ;he United States we have 

four aild a half mi11ion laws 
attempting to interpret the 
Ten Commandments. The 
verse John 3:16 expresses for 
me the overall essence of all 
the Good News· for my life. 
Such is en(f)ugh. 

I Corinthians 15:10: Ephe
sians 2: 8-10: II Corinthians 
12:9 - All about and enough, 
messages of life about grace. 
Personally, the single connect
ing idea of all these verses is 
grace, the big grace of God. 
The complimentary verses 
-cover saving grace, ·sustaining 
grace, and sufficient grace. 
God's grace so seen in Jesus 
pulsates with effective energy 
to cover all life situations and 
conditions for me. Such is 
enough. 

Philippians 4:6-7, 19 - All 
about and e.nough, teachings 
of life with peace. These 
Pauline verses accentuating 
"everything," "surpasses all 
co~prehension" and "all your 
needs" amplify God's provision 
of abundance. Such divine 
plenty comes through grateful 
prayer with an accompanying 
promise of pe_ace. Such is 
enough. 

Luke 15 - All about and 
enough, for my prodigal ~en
dency. ·Jesus' story graphically 
and succinctly · depicts the 
boy's ' rebellion, ruin, and 
return with pri.ri.J.ary focus on 
res:pen.diiig to the Scribes and 
Pltarisees' decllRatiolil, "This 
man receives sinners" (15:2). 
The narrative also mirrors my 
own tendency to succumb to. 
the allurements of many far 
countries. The parable's cur
riculum reveals my neglect of 
discipline in stewardship over 
my Father's provisions. The 
scenes coirlront me with my 
recurring need to keep in 
touch with my real person, 
plus the abiding joy of home
coming to the ever waiting 
Father. Such is enough. 

Matthew 13 - All about 
and enough, challenges for 
khi.gdom consciousness. God 
does mental ministry. Accord
ing to John, "He (Jesus) knew 
all men." (John 2:24) and "He 
Himself knew what was in 
man" (John 2:25). Contextual
ly, this description reflects 

ll 
~0 

CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH WORKSHOP 
There will be a 14-hour Conversational English Workshop 
on March 9-11 , 2007 at the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Building. The times for this workshop wm be Friday 6:00-
9:00 p.m .• Saturday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Sunday 1 :30-
4:30 p.m. There is a $25.00 registration fee for this work-

te shop. The deadline for registration is March 5th. Certification 
will be provided to those who attend all sessions and com
plete given assignments. To register or request additional 
information, please contact Tim Hill or Aurie Nin at the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention at (615) 371-7916 or you can 
find information on our web site at www.tnbaptist.org/events. 

Jesus' caution during a 
Passover occasion. Yet outside 
the occasion, the experience 
authored by the Holy Spirit 
and through John's personal 
observation lets me in on the 
care of Jesus for the works of 
my mind. Simply, He knows 
what I have chosen to allow to 
set up residence in my mind, or 
even pass through my brain. I 
can choose to think on His 
kingdom and realize the ener
gy of such consciousness. After 
all, He provides adequate cur
riculum for self-dialogue in 
Matthew 13.-Such is enough. 

Joshua 1-4 -All about and 
enough, for· a new beginning. 
Israel's second generation 
from slavery, with the excep
tion of Caleb and Joshua, 
stood on the east bank of the 
Jordan awaiting the crossover 
signal. God's promise, "I will 
be. with you" (1:5) offered hope 
to a people who 'jlave not 
passed this way _before" (3:4), 
the same people who expected 
"tomorrow. the Lord will -do 
wonders among you" (3:5). Oh, 
the great joy of knowing new 
beginnings. Such is enough. 

Psalm 42: 40:1-3: Psalm 23 
- All about and enough, to 
bless my valley. times. A life 
valley may be identified as a 
low season bet}'V"een more joy
ous and productive times. 

' . Throughout my God-given 
years, I have walked on with a 
strength not to faint -and hope 
to travel through, eognizant of 
the valley_ witness of David. 
The son of Jesse experienced 
his own "pit of despair," wept 
as a "soul in despair," and trav
eled the valley of death's shad
ow. Still, such seasons of per
sonal authenticity, while never 
welcomed, never described the 
totality of the king?s life. David 
avowed, "God brought me up" 
(40:2). David sang God's song 
in the night (Psalm 42:8), and 
the shepherd bore testimony, 
"I walk through the valley" 
(Psalm 23:4). Such is enough. 

. Hebrews 12 - AU about 
and enough,' to inspire 
resiliency. A long-heard 
expression "hang in there" and 
the 21st century comic phrase 
"get 'er done" combine to attest 
to me the need for completing 
the task. I believe the tempta
tion not to finish well offers a 
universal aftliction. In the 
Father's plan for Holy Scrip
ture, He led someone to write 
Hebrews 12, a synopsis of tri-

umphs of faith ext ending from 
Abel to Rahab, by way of Abra
ham, Isaac, J acob, Joseph, 
Moses, and noting Gideon, 
Barack, Samson, Jeptha, 
David, Samuel, and the 
Prophets. The writer offered 
the summary, ''All these died 
in faith without receiv.ing the 
promises but having seen 
them and having welcomed 
them from a distance, and hav
ing confessed that they were 
strangers in exile on the 
earth" (11:13). Life is not about 
staying, it is about the way we 
travel through by faith .. Such 
is enough . 

Jeremiah 1:5: Acts 1:8: I 
Corinthians 15:10 - All about 
and enough, to nurture my 
life-purpose. A friend called to 
tell me that upon the advice of 
his doctor, he realize~ he must 
begin a sedentary lifestyle by 
resigning from clubs, boards, 
church offices, and various 
other activities requiring his 
time and energy. Our friend
ship survived my response, 
"Why will you get up tomor
row?" The vibrarit .. life requires . 
answer to a legitimate "why." 
Jeremiah · got the message. 
Even before birth, the Father 
knew him, consecrated him, 
and appointed him. Such per
sonal intention for the old 
prophet extends to God's plan 
for me, an overall plan my 
Savior verified in ""Be my wit
ness" (Acts 1:8). Somewhere 
between divine intention and 
Christ's expectation, I find my 
personal fulfillment in authen
ticating my life and become 
who I am meant to be by the 
grace of God. Or, as the mis
sionary apostle wrote "By the 
grace of God, I am what I am" 
(I Corinthians 15: 10). Such is 
enough. _ 

Psalm 8 - All about and 
enough, to attest to ~y life
value. Translations of Psalm 8 
extending over 400 years total
ly celebrate the same inescap
able question, "What ~s man?" 
Translators strain to intently 
communicate the right 
answer. The classic King 
James ver~10n responded, 
"Thou art mindful of Him ... 
thou visiteth Him." The per
ceptive New American Stan
dard version speaks "You take 
thought of Him . . . you take 
care for Him." The more con
temporary Holman B ible 
translation communicates 
endearingly "You remember 

r----------------------------------~ 
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Him . . . you look after Him." 
Yet behind all these words 
there is a unity of expression. I 
offer not a linguistic response 
but an answer out of my expe
rience "God thinks of me." 
Through intervals of life, I 
have literally been caught up 
in an awesome eureka 
moment to think that I am in 
the mind of Almighty God. 
This accentuat es my value 
because I, as each person, like 
to be remembered. His remem
brance, His daily connection 
with me gives me a value sec
ond only to His intentional 
creation and redemption of 
me. Such is enough. 

Luke 2:52 - All about and 
enough, to direct my life
process. Luke, under the guid
ance of the Holy Spirit, dis
played a skill to communicate 
much of Jesus' life in a few 
&elect words. According to the 
KJv, Jesus. "increased" (verse 
52). Luke proceeds to use that 
term to describe the total hap
penings of J esus' life in 
Nazareth over a period of 18 
years and prior to His public 
ministry. The term describes 
the necessary and diligent 
labor required in cutting a 
right-of-way in preparation to 
build a road. The expression 
carries with it more of the 
American idea of pioneering. 
Assuredly, Jesus practiced no 
idleness or pensive moments. 
Rather, He forged ahead 
preparing and being prepared 
for His life-changing minist ry. 
While the details are shrouded 
in mystery, the principle of 
moving ahead in the cate
gories of wisdom, stature, and 
in favor with God and man 
sets before me the honorable 
processes to guide my life 
development. Such is enough. 

John 14 - All about and 
enough, to believe in my heav
enly home. Throughout my 
life, I have courted a simple 
eschatology. Simply stated, as 
a recipient of the saving grace 
of Jesus Christ, when I die I 
believe I will go to heaven . 
Even though I claim a vast 
amount of electronic illiteracy 
while living in a complex 
world, I find great peace in the 
simple hope that at the end of 
my time on earth, I will know 
the heavenly peace that only 
comes with abiding for eterni
. ty in the presence of the living 
Lord J esus Christ . Such is 
enough . 

John 21:25 - More than all 
about and enough . "And there 
are also many other things 
which Jesus did, whieh if they 
were written in detail, 1 sup
pose that even the world itself 
would not contain the books 
that would be written." a -
Porch is executive director of 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. 

• 

• 
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Ministry Matters 
In Matthew 25:40 J esus speaks about serving Him 

when we serve " ... the least of these." This issue of 

Church Health Mattexs is about serving the least of these as 

we focus on an opportunity for .churches to m ake a difference 

for Christ in their community. The opportunity is a ministry 

project that all churche-s in Tennessee are invited to join in which 

is called H ands-Ori Tennessee. This is a simult~neous 

community ministry day to be held Feb. 17. 

Included below is the contact information for state missionary staff 

and others that are available to assist in planning a church-wide 

missions involvement.day. 

Woman's Missionary ·Union Staff 
Candy Phillips ........... ........................... (615) 371-2039 

• 
cphillips@tnbaptist.org 

Vickie Anderson .. ........................... ..... . (615) 371-7918 

· vandersGn@tnbaptist.org 

Denise Bronaugh .................................. (615) 371-7920 

. dbronaugh@tnbaptist.org -
Andrea Knight ....... ..................... .......... (615) 371-7919 

aknight@tnbaptist.org 

Prayerwalking 
Don Pierson ............................ ....... , ....... (615) 371-7909 

dpierson@tnbaptist.org 

Appalachian Regional Ministries 
• 

Kelly Campbell .... .................. ............ ~·· (865) 982-0499 

kdly73@chilhoweeba.org 

Mississippi River Ministries 
Randy Pool .......... ............. .................... (731) 855-2470 

mrmoftn@bellsouth.net 

Cumberland Regional Ministries 
Beverly Smothers ....................... .... ........ ( 615) 3 71-2044 

bsmothers@tnbaptist.org 

Other helpful resources include: 
Associacional Director of Missions 

As.sociarional \Th.lU directors 
AssociarionaJ Church-wide ~Missions consultants 
Church \'('MU directors 
Baptise Collegiate ministers 

Baptist l\ fissions Center d.irecrors 

Or check the web site at www.tnwmu.org, and click on '~ Guide 
to Ministry and Mission Opportunities across Tennessee!' 

. .. . . . . - . ..-.... .. .... - .... -.... - .... 

"Building healthy churches empowered by the presence of God." 

Communi 
• • 
1n1s Day • • 

Set for Feb., 17 
by Candy Phillips 

What is Hands-On Tennessee? 
It is a call for our Tennessee Baptist 

churches to be involved in a simultaneous 
volunteer.community service day. 

When willHands-On Tennessee happen? 
Tennessee Baptist churches are encouraged 

to participate in a simultaneous community 
ministry day on Saturday, Feb. 17. Anytime -
during the year is a good time to involve the 
whole church in ministry and 
evangelism. 

Why -should churches have a ministry day? 
What does the Bible say? 

James 1:22 instructs believers to "be doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves." In contemporary language, it is 
said: ((walk the walk, and talk the talk; '' 
"practice what you preach;" and "your 
actions speak louder than your words." 

From Matthew 5:16 in the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus said, "Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven." The motivation for ministry 
evangelism is to share the light of Christ with 
a lost and dark world. Carry your candle 
and go outside where it can light up 
the darkness. 

Mark 12:31 records Jesus' command that 
"You shall love your neighbor as you love 
yourself." Loving others requires God's 
hean. The first step ro loving them is ro get
acquainted with people. Go where they are 
and introduce yourself and your church. 

Who can be involved in Hands-On Tem 
Everyone in the church can do some 

Plan activities that involve presch< 
children, youth and adults, no matteJ 
their age and capabilities. Families, 
adults, seniors, high school students ·c 
partiCipate. Form teams based on 
abilities, anq gifts. 

Where can my church get involved? 
Every community no matter where 
located in Tennessee has needs. Fin 
what the needs are in your communic: 
help, contact your associarional • 
associational Woman's Missionary 
director, church WMU director, local s 
community center, social service agen 
go to the Tennessee WMU web ~ 

www.mbaprist.org, and dick on "A Gt 
Ministry and Mission Opportunities 
Tennessee. " Refer to "Breaking the 
Issues Affecting Poverty," publish• 
WMU for more ideas. 

How to do a Community Needs Assessment 
If you need a community needs assessment, contact Beverly Smother.s for how 

to materials at 1-800-558-2090, ext. 2044, or (615) 371-2044 or 
bsmothers@mbaptist.org. 



Doing in th~ 
m ? 

• 

Tennessee Baptists have years of experience in community · 

service projects. Including the whole church is the challenge. 
The: li·mits are imagination and motivation. 

The more opportunities the church takes to serve in the 

commun\ty, the more opportunities God~s .people will have to 
dempnstrate the love of God. -

Associational Woman's Missionary Union directors recently 
shared stories about how their churches are involved in 
communi ty ministry. Here a.re a few: 

Steps a Church can Take to 
Carry Out a Hands-On 

Tennessee Project 
1. Conduct a community needs assessment. 

2. Select a variety of ministry projects that meet those· needs. 

3, Enlist team captains f6r each project . 

4,. Team captains enlist crew members. 

IPntow Hill Baptist Church, Dowellraw.a, has a food m.ini's:try evezy 
ljth1er Sunday riight. Around 50 food boxes are given aw~ after a brief 

r 11 rors;llJ'tp service. Also :an annual clo.diing and shoe distfihuti.on is 
lPn,au<:tea in August at no charge. MoRthly w:Qrship services are 

in ·the public housing development. Other regular -p.~;oj~cts 
.._,llUIJuc yard mowing and W{lter distribution at the Fiddler~ Jainhor__ee 

• 

"First Baptist Church, Fairfield 
Glade, sponsors a holiday 
tr:avelers' rest stop ministry on 
Memorial Day and Labor Day. 
Volunteers are enlisted for the day 
with at least feur people manning 

5. Gather supplies and have them at the church ready to go. 

6 .. Saturday, Feb. 17 {or whenever you choose) everyone m eets at 

the chw·ch for early breakfast, ream orientation , and prayer. 

8. Go out for mi:nistry. 

9. M~et back at the church for celebration . 

Kind H~att' is the cha:rch showing God's lov~ in a 
!Ja,;tical way. 

, 

- Vickie Pu~kett, WMY director, Salem Baptist':Asso.ciation; Libert}~ 

1--------~~---";:---__.....- .._... - 4-.s< a-? !f! 'IIJI! 

n .Attcn the Vision Day' is ~ churgrwid6 comm~ty ,se&,icx da,y 
Baptist Church, Nashville. Multiple p.toj~~~ plann~well in · 

~Vallee. The pl:m.ning committee pravide$ .r:ninist1<]' oppQFhmiti~~ fa~ 
~ rPrunr'"' in the church no .m~tter thdr ~e. 

· two-hour shifts. Tents 1are set up 
at the rest stop. Travelers are 
invited to come for free coffee, 
bottled water, and snacks. 
Oppornmities J;o pr:<!-y with 
travelers often happeR. _. 

projeets included: health E;Hnit:s> prayetwalkingt 

1.,., .. ,;)\,d,vau.~:;, baking cookies in the cl1ur:£h k.itGheaJllJ:<li delivering.them · 
pec,ple who work near the -church"~ wa.ter distrib't:l:t'iom at ar€a. soccer, 

and paiks, sewing, painting, I:}Qm:e r;epai,s;, · :e· !lq€j.k'.""='f>-ar,fi'es~ 

1 ...... ..,uu~; wheel chair ramps, dea.ning an(\. soirin~ t\Ie olotkes, d&iet, 
ns.(:ml>ln:lg hygiene kits, furniture r,efmishi>ng, nU¥sihg ht>m~ visits~ 

collection f.or the Nashville R~<me Mission, leaf liali~, ami 

"Another year-round mini~try 
is-'The Piece Corps.' Over 1,800 -
quilts have · been q1ade in 6 years 
and distributed to victims of 
house fires and other disasters, 
local · Head Start children, 
homele~s people, ch.ildreR 's 
hoq1es, disadvantaged young 
women, and many others. Quilts 
ru:e made for poliee officers to 
carry with them iR t&eir cruisers to 

_ give away as they see needs, First 
Baptist also suppo~ts Crossville 
Bread of Life Rescue MissioR and 
Crcossville Pregnancy Center." 

• 
«,Firsi._~tist's mission statement! of (Lgvmg. GOA, IJGving. People 

IHsPirc~a ~the name, 'Catcli ti:te Vision.' T:hrough a~t<S (jf .kiiclb,ess to 
m~c,pte in the ·complunity, the church hopes t~ sh(l)w G'Od.) Jtv~.~· 

- Rigin~Surber, -WM:U direttot; Ntmhville. tlaptiJf.kslJ.d.atiani'J 
NIIShvi[k, and Denise Bronaug/1, Tenn.~ssee W&J(ff;'1peei:a/.ist 

- Virgifl.{a Borsos, WMU 
director, Cumberland Pl:ateau 
Baptist Association, Ct:ossville 

( 

- Do#U &brock. WMU di"ctor, First 
&ptist Church, Humboldt. and Rhonda 

Poore, WMU Ji"aor. Gibson Baptist 
Association, Trmton 

• 

. 
"Calvary Baptist Churdi, Union City, br:ought the Upw-ard 
Basketba11 ;md Cfieedeading prggram to the community. 
Upward Basketball is a minisuy for children and youth, bur 
it also .invelves many a:dults. 

"Also, Calva:ry Baptist hostS CONNECT (youth 
evaRgelisro e;vem:) in the Northwest TeiUless~e area. Sof'ttlany 
youth a~end that it has to be held at the fairgrounds. · 
Calvary Baptist :Uso led the initiative encouraging our loCal 
movie theaters to show 'Facing the Giants' and 'The Passion 
of the Christ' when they were released. 1

' 

- Cindy Legate, "WMU director., Beulah Baptist Association, 
Union City 

Coming Up! Coming Up! 
Feb. 3 
Feb. 3 
Feb. 9-10 
Feb. 11 
Feb. 12-13 
Feb. 16-17 
Feb. 17 
Feb. 22-24 
Feb. 23-24 
Feb. 23-24 

Growing a Church that Threatens the Enemy, Baptist Center, Brentwood 
Regional Disaster ReliefTraining, First Baptist Church, Jackson 
Handbell Festival - West Tennessee, Covenant Baptist Church, Collierville 
Evangelism Conference, McKenzie High School, McKenzie 
Sunday School Revival, First Baptist Church, Carthage 
Great Commission Prayer Retreat, Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center, ~inden 
Regional Disaster Reliefllainin~ First Baptist Cht.irch, Monterey · 
Biv.ocacional Ministers and Wives Reueat, Music Road Hotel, Pigeon Forge 
Handbell Fesrival-1.1iddle Tennessee, Mt. Juliet Baptist Church, Mr. Juliet 
Youth Evangelism Conference, Municipal Auditorjum, Nashville 

for information see the TBC web site at www.tnbaptist.org. 

• 

Church Health Matters 

• 
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omen, houseparents form family in T~AH ••• 
- Continued from page 1 
she explained. Schleifer speaks 
from her experience of serving 
as a cons ultant/trainer in spe
cial needs ministry for LifeWay 
Christian Resources, Nashville, 
and the Tennessee Baptis t Coo
ventjon , Brentwood. She h as 
served s ince 1985. Schleifer also 

has been camp director of the 
Special Friends Camps of the 
TBC or TBAH since 1987 and 
wi11 lead the TBAH Special 
Friends Retreats to be offered in 
2007. 

Joy and Jon Schleifer came to 
their minis tries as houseparents 
in an unusual way. 

ALASKA CRUISE 
Sawyer Glacier from Seattle 

September 8-15, 2007 

8 days 7 nights aboard "Norwegian Sunn 
Inside - $2,149 per person 
Outside - $2,349 per person 
Balcony - $2,679 per person 

Price includes round trip airfare from Birmingham•, cruise, 
port taxes, gratuities, and insurance 
~Flight from other cities upon request. 

$200 p.p. DEPOSIT DUE FEBRUARY 1 STI 

D & S TOURS, INC. 
1470 West Main Street Centre, AL 35960 

CALL 1-800-932-5441 FOR COMPLETE DETAILS! 

Joy learned about the need 
for relief houseparents for the 
Brooks Home from Mark Ander· 
son of the TBAH staff. But she 
and Jon lived and worked in 
Chattanooga. Joy, a former 
trainer for an insurance compa
ny, was not working outside the 
home due to health problems 
stemming from cancer. Jon was 
a systems and d~tabase admin
istrator for a manufacturing 
company. They were members of 
Ooltewah Baptist Chw·ch, 
Ooltewah. 

Joy felt led by God to serve as 
relief houseparent though she 
had to travel to Nashville. Then, 
as the Brooks Home and TBAH 
faced replacing or repairing a 
van, Joy gave a year of her time 
as a houseparent. She worked 
without pa:r so TBAH could buy 
a new van for the home. Jon and 
she traveled back and forth to 
visit each other. 

She told the parents of some 
of the ladies who wanted her to 

:z 

-

Consider Baptist Identity with some of the denomination)s 
top leaders and thinkers. j oin us on the campus ofUnion 
University in jackson) Tennessee for this important event. 

• •• 

Co-Sponsored by the Carl FH. Henry Center for Christian 
Leadership and the R G. Lee Center for Christian Ministry 

February 15 -17; 2007 · $50/person (includes three meals) 

I 
UNIVERSITY 

become permanent that she 
wouldn't consider becoming a 
permanent houseparent. 

At the end of that year, how
ever, Joy was not so sure any
more. After much prayer, the 
couple felt God was leading Jon, 
who had only been in a support· 
ive role of J oy's ministry, to 
leave his job at the age of 52 and 
for them to become permanent 
houseparents of the Brooks 
Home. 

God worked so many things 
out to bring them to this min
istry, they said. 

J oy said God has provided 
the health she needs to be a 
houseparent. 

Jon said as he prayed he real
ized h e was ready to leave his 
31-year career. 

"I was ready for a change of 
pace. If I never see another com
puter, I'd be okay," he explained. 
Jon provides transportation, 
house cleaning, and mainte
nance of the home. 

Jon also adjusted to hnv 
an .. instant family." as . 
described , which tht'y h. 
ef\ioyed. They couldn't have c 
dren. 

Joy added thnt she also 1 

gained as "children" scvt'rru 
the young people who h. 
served on the staff of Spe. 
Friends Camps. In fnct , 
r elief houseparents for 
Brooks Home, Cort.ney Md K 
ten Wilkerson of Murfrcest>. 
are camp staff. 

"This is not a job for us. 
our family," said Joy. 

The "family" attends F 
Baptist Church, Donelson; J · 
mont University basket! 
games; participates with I 
Buddies ofVanderbilt Unive , 
ty; and takes trips. 

Many of the ladies, if t 
still lived with relati· 
wouldn't be able to do tl 
kinds of things because their 
atives are older, explained Jo 

11lt's a real blessing," said 
At times in her life she has qt 
tioned what was happening, 
now she says, "I wouldn't ha' 
any other way." 

For more information on · 
to apply for placement or to 1 

port the Brooks Home, con 
TBAH at P. 0 . Box 728, Br 
wood, TN 37024-0728, (615) : 
2050, manderson@tnbaptist 
or VfrWW· tnbaptistbomes.org. 

--

MINISTRY - PASTOR 
Hickory Hill Baptist Churc 
receiving resumes for a pa 
Please send resumes to Hie 
Hill Baptist Church, c/o 
Golden Rd. , Lynchburg, 
37352. 

• •••••••• I'!· • • • • \ 
Lookout Valley Baptist Chun · 
seeking a full-time pastor. Pit 
send resumes to Search C 
mittee, Lookout Valley Ba 
Church , 23 Lilac Ave., C 
tanooga, TN 37419. 

MINISTRY - MUSIC 
Traditional Baptist church in 
die Tennessee is seeklng a 
time minister of music. AI 
resumes should be sen 
Michael Mason at 1777 
Lane, Mt. Juliet , TN 37122. 

MINISTRY - STUDEN. 
First Baptist Blountville, Ten 
searching for a full-time mir 
of students. Please send re~ 
with references to First Be 
Church, P. 0 . Box 587, Bit 
ville, TN 37617. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
For sale is a 1976 GMC n 
4905 motor coach that 
excellent conditton with ver) 
interior, great body, 40-pa! 
ger, huge luggage capaci~ 
miles Detroit dtesel, and 
been well mamtained. A: 
$12.500 or make offer. Call 
denside Baphst Church tn 
tngton. KY (859) 2n-7391. 
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ministe.-' ~ (or-ne .-. 

"Tile Baptist Association. . . . Then and Now 1707-
07" is the theme for the 200'7 assoeiational year. The 

o ·st association was establisned in 1707 in. 
1 )iladelphia. The prime purpese of the Philadelphia 
IIJ~IOCJtatJlOn was to strengthen the local churches in 

ministry, evangelism, and starling new 
·-~"'. . Over the past $00 years the BaP.tist associa- . 

has always beelil a stteag mission partneF with 
1rc11ee seeking to make a kingdom difference. One 

urch aloae, led by the Holy Spirit, can be successful 
s. accomplish good things but a gro~p ef churches, 

sancti0ned by the Holy Spirit, cGoper
ating together can. accomplish great 
thimgs. 

The W:9rld cemes tQ Sevier County 
each yeaT. We are His ~s:lonaries 
wi~h a maadate to proclaim ,the 
gas pel~ of Je~us ·Christ at home and 
ar.o1md the werld (Acts 1:8). :Paul 
said, ~:Brethren, my heart's desire and · 

'.~li'!:l·u~~- for lsFael is, that ehey might be saved (Romaps 
1). As yeu &ow, PauPs m~nistry reac}led far beyond 
borde-rs ef Israel. My hear;t's desire and prayer for

"''""' ... County is that they :inight be saved. We can also 
~--u beyond the berdeFS of Se.vi~r. County by being a 
_Lu.t:;;:,;:, __ liu_ the ID.illiQns of tourists whe visit us each 

As we celebrate this 300-year anniversary of the 
~ptist asseciation (122. ye~s in S'evier Association of 
i>ptists), let us not only look back and .remember h0w 
r.d has blessed us, but may we alsQ recognize that 

is working in us in the present aad will use as 
- -. - -

~ the future. The key te a successful associ-
, •• ~L(m· is codperation through the leadership efthe Holy 

· My vis-ion. for Sevier County Baptists is to see 
11.1 ~a.n, church working together to win the -lost. Pray 

God -will send revival and the Holy Spirit will use . 
of l:lS to be His witnesses in "Jerusalem, Judea, and 

Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." 
He count on yeu? CJ- White is director of miss1on~. 

u/":~or Association of Baptists, based in Sevier¥ille. 

-

t~ way with wo.rd_:l 

~e riursing home 
r Hugh X. lewis 

• 

hen life,s twilight starts to dim, 
1.en the nursing home is there. 
hen all else fails we t-tlm to them~ 
5 our loved ones need their care. 

• fill their needs so hard we try 
1.d pray we could be stronger; 
e don't place dear ones here to die, 
1t to live a little longer. 

, 

1e nursing home takes this job Gn; 
s a task with strong demands. 
.1t they can't do the job alone; 
~t us pray God lends a hand. 

' 

' 

Copyright by Hugh X. Lewis. lewis, a Baptist layman, 
poet laureate of Christian country music in T-ennessee. 
~ has written more than 250 songs and is featured daily 
1 11 0 Southern gospel radio stations throughout the 

t untry. He is available to speak to church and senior 
lult groups. For more information, eaU (615) 883-0086. 

The Word from God 
By Reggie Weems indeed God's final Word (Hebrews 

1:2)! 
.Focal Passage: John 1:1-9, Last May I stood at Speaker's 

14-17 Comer in Hyde Park in London, 

' 

Svnclay S.ehoe>llasson 
Bibld Studid~ lor Life 

Fdh. 4 
G. K. Chesterton asserted, England, and publicly debated the 

''What we suffer from today is di~ty of Jesus wit.h a Muslim 
humil·ity -in the wrong place. ... imam. He claimed that Jesus' who has Jesus, has life (I John 
Modesty has settled upon the ~tatement, "I and the Father are 5:12). Yet "everyone" (v. 9) receives 
organ of conviction .... A man was one" (John 10:30) meant that Jesus some light. Creation offers general 
m~ant to be doubtful about him- was one in spirit with the Father, revelation (Romans 1:20) while 
self, but undoubting about the as all Christians are in relation to Scripture offers the specific revela
trut4 .... Nowadays the part of a God. I askedbim why the very next tion necessary to know and 
man that a man does assert is verse states the Jews "picked up acknowledge Christ (I John 1:1-3) 
exactly the part he ought not to stones again to stone Him" (v. 31) as Savior. 
assert - himse1f. The part he unless they understood, Jesus to be C. S. Lewis lamented that "peo-

. - I • 

doubts is exactly the part he ought blasphemous. His listeners real- ple often say .... 'I'm ready to 
not to doubt- the Divine-Reason. ized that He claimed to be God in accept Jesus as a great moral 
... We ru-e on the road to producing the flesh and their dramatie reac- teacher, . but I don't accept His 
a race -of man too mentally modest tion proved it. claim to be God.' That is the one 
to believe in the multiplication 2. Jesus is the Creator (vv. 2- thi:ilg we ~ust not say. A man who 
table." · 3). Colo~sians 1:16-17 and wa~ merely a man and said the 
· Christians must unapolog~tical- Hebrews 1:2-3 echo .John's claim. sort of things Jesus said would not 

ly and unequivocally confess that: God spoke everything into ex:is- be a great moral teacher. He would 
1. Jesus is the Word of God tence (Genesis 1:3) by His Word either be a . lunatic - on the level 

·(1:1). The Bible claims that Jesus who is Jesus Christ, the Agent of with the ,man who says he is a 
Christ was wholly human and creation; the uncaused Cause. Only poached egg - or else he would be 
si~ultaneously "very God of very someone outside of and ind~pen,d- the devil of hell. You must make 
God" (Nicerre Creed). John's word ent of time could· create time. your choice. Either this man was, 

- choic.e is extr:emely intentional. Christ, the 8reator· came from ou~- and is, the Son of God: or else a 
He used "beginning'' because his side of ~e and promised us in madman or something worse. You 
Greek readers -understood it as a time that we would forever exist -can shut Him up for a fool, you can 
philosophical statement abaut with Him beyond time. Only some- spit at Him and kill Him as a 

- "the origin of all things." one whqlly_ separate frenr creation demon; or you can fall at His feet 
It also echoed Genesis 1:1 for could make everything a;nd remain ~d c_allHim Lord and God. But let 

his Je:wi.sh readers. He used invulnerable to the second law of us not come. With any patronizing 
"Word" (Logos) because Jewish thelJllodynamics from which all nonsense about His being a great 
readers knew that Old Testament creatimf·suffers. . .human teacher. He has not left 
pFopb.ets always spoke "the word 3. Jesus is the true Light (vv. that open to us. He did not intend 
of the Lord" (Jeremiah 14:1) and 4.:9). People who are "darkened_ in to." Lewis was .right . . Jesus is the 
his G:reek reader:s understood th.e their understanding"· (Ephesiap:s- ~ Word f:fom God! 0 - Weems is 
Lagos to be the cause behind 4:18) do net see ChPist for who He senior pastor of Heritage Baptist .. . 

everything in ex:istenc·e. Jesus is is. He i-s Zoe, Life itself. The·.person Church, Johnson City. 
. 

When ·life turns· upside doWn . . 

. 113y Tht:Jrman Seber 

Focal Passage: Esther 2:5-10, 
16-11, 21-23 

Introduction: One thing has 
rei;D.ained constant through all 
ages; sometimes our world seems 
to turn upside down. A dramatic 
change had taken place for the 
J .ewish people when they wez:e 

, taken into captivitY in Baby.lon. 
Aecept unavoidable changes 

- (vv. 5-7). Change is sometimes 
· thrust upon us even if we would 
pFefer to continue without it. All 
oh~ge is not bad, nor is all change 
good. At times change takes place 
as -a result of our decisions and 
aetions. At othe'I; times, the change 
is completely beyond our ability to 
control. 

Unavoidable change tends to be 
· most difficult for us to accept and 

adjust too. This type change usu
ally takes us out of our comfort 
zones. We often feel greatly 
threatened and sometimes very 
afraid. 

While we may never be carried 
away captive into a foreign coun
try, we are very apt to experience 
family problems, job loss, financial 
upheavals, death of loved ones, or 
health issues. All of us are forced 
to accept change, which may be 
very upsetting to us. These 
changes can cause us to become 
greatly apprehensive. We must 
accept what we cannot avoid~ 

Adjust to new challenges . 

(vv. 8-10). A time of adjustment 
will always follow Q.rastic ch.ange. 
Our happine-ss and contentment is 
partly 4etermined by how wel:l we 
adjust to unavoidable 'change. 

Mordecai and Esther faced such 
issues. As Jews living among unbe
·lievers, they would face great clial
lenges. . 

It doesn't seem that Esther had 
much of a choice_ when the word 
went out from the King. Ml the fair 
young virgins were to be gathered 
into .Shushan. She was a beautiful 
young virgin and was among those 
who were brought into .the palace . 
Would she be devastated by the 
tl:1rn. of events or would she adjust 
to the new situation she found her~ 

' 
self in? Her future and the future 
of her people could depend on her 
choices. 

Christians are like that in their 
world. Much is at stak-e as we face 
the challenges before us. People 
are watching to see our reactions, 
and listening to hear our words. 

Avail yourself of opportuni
ties (vv. 16-17, 21-23). We often 
speak of doing our best, "under the 
circumstance."" This almost sounds 
as if the circumstance ]las gotten 
the best of us and is sitting atop us 
pushing us down. P-erhaps a better 
terminology might be, "in the cir
eumstanee." 

New challenges are often exa:et
ly what God has sent our way to 
bring out the best for us, and in us. 
Many rise to new heights in times 

Sunday ~hool-!ss:>on 
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of great challenge. Someone has 
defined the· word crises as a dan
gerous opportunity. Although these 
days of turmoil and change may 
have been both uncomfortable and 
dangerous for Mordecai and 
Esther, they were also days of 

. opportunity. 
There is a song that goes, 

"Every hand's a winner and every 
hand's a loser, and it all depends on 
what we keep and what we throw 
away." What would they do with 
this opportunity? Would they keep 
their faith or discard it? 

Conclusions: God was in the 
process. of greatly improving the 
situation for the Jews in Babylon. 
Mordecai and Esther would 
become key players in the mighty 
works of God. Perhaps they would 
have preferred to live their lives in 
the background, where they were 
comfortable. God forced change 
upon them. 

The unseen hand of God is 
always working around us and 
upon us. Let us be ready and will
ing to be used by Him~ even when 
we cannot see what the days ahead 
may bring. Goo makes no mis
takes and He will never fail us. :l 
- Seber is a full-time evangelist. 
based in Uberty. 

l 
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+ Kenneth Brewer, 85, a 
minister of Mansfield, died 
Jan. 9 at the Henry County 
Healthcare Center. He was a 
member of New Bethel Baptist 
Church, Paris. Brewer was pas
tor of New Bethel Baptist for 
15 years; Spring Creek Baptist 
Church, Buchanan; Mansfield 
Baptist Church, Mansfield; 
Jones Chapel Baptist Church, 
Paris; Deerfield Baptist 
Church, Lawrenceburg; Park 
Grove Baptist Church, 
Lawrenceburg; Eva Baptist 
Church, Eva; and Bonnertown 
Baptist Church, Five Points. 
He is survived by two daugh
ters, Peggy Crownover of 
Mansfield and Judi Evans of 
Georgia, and four grandchil
dren. 

+ Sandra Long, 66, wife of 
David Long, pastor, Woodcock 
Memorial Baptist Church, 
Nashville, died in a car acci
dent near Shelbyville Jan. 24. 
Her hometown was Lynchburg. 
The couple has served Wood
cock Memorial since 1996. 

le ers 
+ Hermitage Hills Baptis~ 

Church, Nashville, recently 
recognized Terry Binkley, 
church pianist, for her 35 years 
of service to the church. The 
church also has called 
Richard Fuller as associate 
pastor of music and worship 
effective Feb. 19. Fuller previ
ously served as worship pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Hen
dersonville. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
White Pine, has called Brian 
Osbo~e as pastor. 

+ Mark Mangrum has 
resigned as pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Parsons. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Dover, called Royce Dukes as 
pastor effective Dec. 28, 2006. 
The church also called Lonnie 
Penrod as minister of music. 

c es 
+ First Baptist Church, 

Madison, along with the 
Nashville Wealth Building 
Alliance (NWBA), will offer 
free tax preparation services to 
all individuals and families in 
North/East Davidson County, 
who earned $40,000 or less in 
2006. The services are offered 
by the Internal Revenue Ser
vice. First Baptist, Madison, is 
the only Southern Baptist 
church participating in this 
city-wide campaign. Free ta.X 
preparation help will be pro
Vided on Feb. 17 and Feb. 24 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the 
church. For more information, 
call the church at (615) 868-
9370. 

+ First Baptist Church, 
Cookeville, will send a disas
ter relief team March 17-24 to 
Shoreline Park Baptist 
Church, Bay St. Louis, Miss. , to 
rebuild homes and chur~hes 
damaged by Hurricane Katri
na. For information, contact 
Steve Farris at (931) 526-7108 
or Wade Raines at (931) 432-
5318. 

+ A Mid-South Men's Bible 
Conference will be held Feb. 
23-24 at Kirby Woods Bap
tist Church, :Memphis, by the 
church. For information, call 
the church at (901) 682-2220. 

+ Trinity Baptist 
Church, Cookeville, and 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity of 
Tennessee Technological Uni
versity, Cookeville, will host on 
Feb. 18 the annual Malcome 
Moye Gospel Extravaganza on 
campus at the Student Center. 
For . information, contact the 

e e ce 

JAMES PORCH executive director of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, based in Brentwood, /e. 
the benediction ~rayer during the Jan. 20 inauguration of Gov. Phil Bredesen. The inauguration ~ 
held at the State Capitol in Nashville. - Photo from State of Tennessee 

church at (931) 520-0439. 

• • 5SOCIGtlons 

+ Sullivan Baptist Asso
ciation, KiD.gsport, will offer 
"Introduction to Disaster 
Relief" training on the 
evenings of Feb. 6 at First Bap
tist, Church Hill, and Feb. 20 at 
Sullivan Baptist Association 
Retreat Center, Kingsport. For 
information, call Jim Ramey, 
SUllivan Association disaster 
relief director, at (423) 348-
6970. 

+ Nolachucky Baptist 
Association, Morristown, will 
sponsor a Gulf Co'ast disaster 
relief rebuild project April 1-7 
in both D'Iberville and Gulf
port, Miss. More than 100 vol
unteers are needed for this 

project. Volunteers will be 
housed at LeMoyne Boulevard 
Baptist Church, D'Iberville, 
and Robinson Road Baptist 
Church, Gulfport. Deadline to 
sign up is March 1. For infor
mation, contact the association 
office at (423) 586-7331. 

+ The Seminary Extension 
of Northern/Midland Bap
tist Association, May
nardville, will hold a gradua
tion service the night of Feb. 9 
at Union Baptist Church, 
Halls. Six seminary students 
will graduate. 

For information, contact 
association office at (931) 3 
9036. 

Statewide 
Events 

+ Tennessee Woman,s 1\ 
sionary Union will host 
Missions Get-Togetlter • 
Connection 2007 March 
18 at the Gatlinburg Conv 
tion Center, Gatlinburg. 
part of the "Live the CE 
emphasis, women and girls 
asked to bring a children's b 
and/or blank cassette tapes 
the ministry project. For in 
mation, contact Tennes 
WMU office at 1-800-558-2 
ext. 2038. 

Media personalities to speak ~I Union 

+ The Men's Ministry of 
Beulah, Dyer, and Gibson 
Baptist Associations will 
sponsor a West Tennessee 
Evangelistic Men's Conference 
Feb. 2-3 at First Baptist 
Church, Troy. Keynate speaker 
will be Bobby Welch, former 
president of the Southern Bap
tist Convention. The event 
emphasis is "Kingdom Con
querors." Exhibits will be fea
tured. A complementary lunch 
will be served on Saturday. For 
information, contact Beulah 
Association at (731) 885-2151 
or 1-800-887-2151. 

+ Former workers at :C 
Way Ridgecrest Confere 
Center of LifeWay Chris 
Resources, Nashville, are in 
ed to a Ridgecrest Staff; 
Reunion, Aug. 9-11, at 
conference center in Ri 
crest, N.C. For information, 
1-800-558-7222. 

For Baptist and Reflector 

JACKSON - Union Uni
versity here will host its 
ninth annual Union Forum 
lecture series which will fea
ture a nationally-syndicated 
columnist and the author of a 
much-discussed book on race. 
Newspaper columnist Mona 
Charen will visit Union Feb. 
21, while bestselling author 
Juan Williams will be on 
campus March 7. 

Each will address the sub
ject, "People Focused: Oppor
tunity in America" during a 
luncheon meeting. 

Charen 's column is fea
tured in more than 200 daily 
newspapers. and she formerly 
spent six years as a regular 
commentator on CNN's '"The 
Capital Gang." Outside of her 
media career, Charen worked 
for two years in the Reagan 
\Vhite House \Vhere she 

served in a number of roles 
including speechwriter for 

CHAREN 

Nancy Rea-
gan. 

A gradu
ate with hon
ors from 
Barnard Col
lege and 
Columbia 
University, 
both in New 

York City, she also earned a 
degree in law from George 
Washington University, 
Washington, D.C. 

Williams is a senior corre
spondent for National Public 
Radio News and a contribut
ing political analyst for the 
Fox News Channel. 

During his 21-year career 
with the Washington Post, 
Williams covered the White 
House. served as an editorial 
writer, and worked as a 
columnist. His latest book is 

entitled Enough: The Phony 
Leaders, Dead-End Move
ments, and Culture of Fail
ure That Are Undermining 

WILLIAMS 

B l a c k 
America -
and What 
We Can Do 
about It. He 
also wrote 
the best
seller, Eyes 
on the 
Prize: 

America's Civil Rights Years, 
1954-1965, and a biography 
of U.S. Supreme Court Jus
tice Thurgood Marshall. 

He is a graduate of Haver
ford College, Haverford, 
Penn. 

For online luncheon regis
tration visit www.uu.edu/
eventslunionforum/2007. For 
information, contact Union's 
office of university relations 
at (731> 661-5050. :J 

+ An Evangelism Clinic, 
sponsored by Carroll-Benton, 
Weakley, and Western Dis
trict Baptist Associations, 
will be held Feb. 11 at McKen
zie High School, McKenzie. 
Guest Speaker will be John 
Avant, vice president of evan
gelism for the North American 
Mission Board. For informa
tion, call {731) 642-4641. 

+ Cumberland Baptist 
Association, Clarksville, will 
bold a ministers and wives 
Valentine banquet the night of 
Feb. 26 at Hilldale Baptist 
Church, Clarksville. The asso
ciation also will hold a minis
ter's wives fellowship the night 
of ~larch 6 at New Providence 
Baptist Church, Clarksville. 

+ Tennessee Baptists ' 
volunteer in prisons are part 
pating in the "Faith and Cc 
munity Corrections" Coni 
ence April 13-14 at Ameri 
Baptist College, Nashville. ' 
conference is presented by 
Tennessee Community 
source Board. For informat 
contact Malinda D. Wilson 
(615) 327-9654. 

+ Tennessee Baptist C 
vention•s Counseling and F; 
ily Ministries will offer a se 
oar Feb. 27, "Helping B 
the Heartache of Grief," 
pastors and other minis~n 
the Baptist Center. Brentwf 
For information, visit the 1 
web site at www.tnbapti.st.t 
or caB Jewell Burke at 1~ 
558-2090 ext. 2010 or (€ 
371-2010. 


